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TO   THE 


CITY   COUNCIL  PROCEEDINGS 


THE  YEAR  COMMENCING  JANUARY  5,  1931,  AND  ENDING  JANUARY  2,  1932 


Abatement.     (See  Assessing  Department.) 
Abbotsford  Street,  Ward  12. 

order  to  repave,  passed,  34 

Abbott,  Gordon. 

appointed  trustee  Boston  public  library,  placed  on  file,  167 
notice  of  resignation  as  library  trustee,  placed  on  file,  185 

Abbott,  Mrs.  William  L. 

petition  for  annuity,  448 

Adams  and  Chelsea  Streets,  Charlestown. 

order  to  install  automatic  traffic  signal  at  junction,  passed,  172 

Adams  Street  and  Dorchester  Avenue. 

order  to  replace  old  siren  with  new,  at  junction,  passed,  202 

Adams  Street,  Ward  2. 

order  to  install  arc  light  opposite  training  field,  passed,  201 

Adams  Street,  Ward  15. 

sidewalk  schedule,  passed,  95 

Adams  Street,  Ward  16. 

sidewalk  schedule,  passed,  95 

Adams  Street,  Ward  17. 

order  for  removal  of  rails,  passed,  336 

I  Adams  Street,  Wards  16  and  17. 

order  for  sidewalk,  Dorchester  ave.  to  Park  St.,  passed,  169 

1  Additional  Officers.     (See  Police  Department.) 
Additional  Transit  Facilities. 

topic  in  Mayor's  address,  3 

Adjusted  Compensation. 

resolution  indorsing,  with  order  to  forward  copy  to  United 
representative  and  senator,  passed,  29-messagc  concerning,  40- 
on  file,  40 


States 
placed 


Advisory  Committee. 

order  to  appoint,  referred  to  committee  on  rules,  37-report  accepted, 
order  passed,  91 


A.  Q.  Tomasello  &  Son,  Inc. 

notice  of  interest  in  contract,  placed  on  file,  22,  297 

Aged  Poor  and  Chronic  Sick. 

topic  in  Mayor's  address,  2 

Air  Maneuvers. 

resolution  expressing  appreciation,  passed,  216 

Airport,  Harbor  Development  and  City  Planning. 

topic  in  Mayor's  address,  4 

Akron  Street,  Ward  12. 

order  to  resurface,  passed,  338,  369 

Albany  Street  Bridge.     (See  Public  Works  Department.) 

Albany  Street  and  Massachusetts  Avenue.     (See  Hospital 
Department.) 

Aldrich,  William  T. 

appointed  member  art  commission,  placed  on  file,  186 

Alien  City  Employees.     (See  City  Employees.) 
Alien  Nurses.     (See  Hospital  Department.) 
Allen,  Mrs.  Joseph  O. 

petition  for  annuity,  15-report  accepted,  order  passed,  2S6 

Allendale  Avenue,  Ward  16. 

order  to  accept  and  lay  out,  passed,  287 

Allston  Post,  No.  669,  Veterans  of  Foreign  Wars. 

communication    requesting    authority    to    lease    Washington    Allston 
school  annex,  Allston,  placed  on  file,  394;    order  to  lease  passed,  395 
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Allston  Street,  Ward  17. 

order  to  repave,  passed,  438 

Alpine  Street,  Ward  12. 

order  to  resurface,  passed,  338,  386 

Alvah  Kittredge  Park,  Ward  9. 

order  for  sidewalk,  Linwood  st.  to  Highland  St.,  passed,  313 

Ambulance.     (See  Police  Department.) 

Ambulance  Service.     (See  Hospital  Department.) 

Ambulance  Station.     (-See  Hospital  Department.) 

Amendment   to    Constitution.     (..See  Commonwealth   of 
Massachusetts.) 

American  Federation  of  Labor. 

topic  in  Mayor's  address,  1 

Anawan  Avenue,  Ward  20. 

sidewalk  schedule,  passed,  229 
order  for  sidewalk,  passed,  301 

Annual  Report.     (>See  Supply  Department.) 
Annuities. 

Abbott,  Mes.  William  L.:  petition,  on  account  of  death  of  husband, 
448-report  on  petition  with  order  for  §1,000,  report  accepted,  order 
passed,  449 

Allen,  Mrs.  Joseph  O.:  petition,  for  death  of  husband,  15-report 
accepted,  order  passed,  286 

Carlin,  Mrs.  Anna:  resolution  favoring  legislation  providing  for  pay- 
ment, passed,  22 

Cavagnaro,  Mrs.  Joseph  L.  A.:  petition,  on  account  of  death  of 
husband, 435 

Dolan,  Mrs.  Charles  F.:  petition  for,  364 

Leahy,  Mrs.  Philip:  report  on  order  for  S600,  report  accepted,  order 

passed,  379-vetoed,  placed  on  file,  388 
Lynch,  Mrs.  Patrick  W.:  petition  for,  for  death  of  husband,  411 
Lyons,  Mrs.  Frank  L.:   order  for  acceptance  of  Act  to  pay,  referred  to 

executive  committee,  210-report  accepted,  order  passed,  202-vetoed, 

placed  on  file,  226 

Mulligan,  Mrs.  Martin  F.:  report  on  petition  with  order  for  $1,000, 

report  accepted,  order  passed,  29-vetoed,  71 
Mdrphy,  Mrs.  Walter  P.:  petition,  on  account  of   death  of  husband, 

125-report  for  $1,000  and  $200  for  one  minor  child,  report  accepted, 

order  passed,  344-vetoed,  placed  on  file,  362 
Riley,  Mrs.  Michael:    petition,   on    account  of    death  of    husband, 

47-report  with  order  for  $1,000,  report  accepted,  order  passed,  149 
Shepherd,  Mrs.  Frank  H.:  resolution  favoring  legislation  authorizing 

payment,  passed,  61 

Sullivan,  Mrs.  Patrick  J.:  order  for  $600,  referred  to  executive  com- 
mittee, 83 

Appropriation  Transfer.     (See  Hospital  Department.) 

Appropriations. 

appropriation  bill:  message  submitting  appropriations  in  lump  sum 
form  and  tax  orders  for  year  1931,  40,  41,  42-referred  to  committee 
on  appropriations,  42;  message  submitting  appropriations  in  lump 
sum  form  and  tax  orders  for  year  1931,  103  to  110-referred  to  com- 
mittee on  appropriations,  110-report  submitting  appropriation  and 
tax  order  for  1931,  excepting  items  for  public  welfare  department, 
report  accepted,  152-budget  passed,  161 

Eagle  Hill  playground:  see  Park  Department 

hearings:  to  consider  annual  budget,  121 

land  and  buildings  for  schools:  see  School  Buildings  Department 

public  welfare:  see  Public  Welfare  Department 

soldiers'  relief:  see  Soldiers'  Relief  Department 


Appropriations,  continued. 

supplementary  budget:  message  with  budget  recommendation,  266- 
referred  to  committee  on  appropriations,  268-report  accepted,  order 
passed,  301 

Arborway  and  South  Street,  Ward  11. 

order  to  install  automatic  traffic  signals,  passed,  96 

Arbroth  Street,  Ward  16. 

order  to  accept  and  lay  out,  passed,  444 

Arlington    Street,   Widening   of.      (See    Public   Utilities 
Department.) 


Armory   Building,   East    Boston. 

Department.) 


(See  Public  Buildings 


Arnold,  Seth  F.,  Councilor. 

orders  and  resolves: 

catch-basin,  Greenwich  pk.,  208 

invitation  to  members  of  Royal  Arcanum,  136 

invitation  to  Hon.  Alfred  E.  Smith.  138 

limitation,  number  of  constables,  402 

next  meeting,  138 

printing  list  of  streets,  448 

protection  of  property,  L  Street  bath,  395 

repaving  Ward  4  streets,  131 

roping  off  streets,  Marathon  race,  126 

street  car  reservation,  Huntington  ave.,  470 

remarks: 

closing  Charlestown  Navy  Yard,  396 

golf  course,  Hyde  Park,  111 

loan,  public  golf  course.  85,  90,  115 

number  of  constables,  428 

participation  of  Commonwealth  in  Boston  Central  Artery,  97 

protection  of  property,  L  Street  bath,  395 

public  golf  course.  67 

street  car  reservation,  Huntington  ave.,  470 

thanks  to  President  McGrath,  496 


Art  Department. 

commissioners:   William  T.  Aldrich  appointed,  186 

improvements:    order  to  repair  tablets  and  clean  statues  on  training 

field,  Ward  2,  passed,  201 
statue,  Edward   Everett:  order  to  remove  from  Edward  Everett  sq. 

to   vicinity   Blake  House,   passed,   90-message   with   communication, 

placed  on  file,  93 


Ashford  Street,  Ward  21. 

order  for  sidewalk,  south  side,  Ashford  ter.  to   Malvern  St.,  passed.  231 
order  for  sidewalk,  north  side,  from  No.  54  to  Malvern  st.,  passed,  231 


Ashmont  Street. 

sidewalk  schedule,  passed,  299 
Ashmont  Street,  Ward  16. 

order  to  repave,  Peabody  sq.  to  Adams  st.,  passed,  37 

Ashton  Street,  Ward  14. 

order  to  accept  and  lay  out,  Woodrow  ave.  to  Frontenac  St.,  passed.  121 

Asphalt  Specifications.     OSee  Public  Works  Department.) 


Assessing  Department. 

deputy  assessor:    Edward  E. 


McGrath,   appointed,   167 


first  assistant  assessors:  Thomas  P.  O'Connor,  Thomas  J.  Murphy. 
George  A.  Maloney.  Francis  T.  Keefe,  Albert  J.  A.  Gleason,  appointed. 
Ill;  Francis  J.  McFarland,  appointed,  248;  James  F.  Eagan,  ap- 
pointed, 364 
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Assessing  Department,  continued. 

second  assistant  assessor: 

Delia  M.  Cauley,  appointed,  111 

message  with  order  accepting  Act  relative  to,  referred    to  executive 
committee,  121-report  accepted,  order  passed,  121 
member  of  board:    Neal  J.  Holland,  appointed,  135 
abatement: 

order    for    information    regarding,   to    New     Building    Corporation, 
passed,  234-message  with  communication,  placed  on  file,  268 

order  regarding,  to  Adams    House,  passed,  308-message  with    com- 
munication, placed  on  file,  315 
closing  of  polls:  petition  regarding.  364 
commercial  parking  spaces:  order  regarding  valuation,  passed,  438- 

message  with  communication,  placed  on  file,  454 
militia  enrollment:    number  of  persons  liable,  placed  on  file,  229 
reassessment:    order  for  information  regarding  installation   of  new 

system,  passed,  339-message  with  communication,  349-placed  on  file, 

350 
street  betterments:  order  for  distribution  of  assessments  over  period 

of  twenty  years  instead  of  ten  years,  passed,  422-message  with  com 

munication,  placed  on  file,  454 
street  widenings:   order   for  information  about  widening  Cross  and 

Porter  sts,,  197-passed,  198-message  with  communications,  221-placed 

on  file,  222 


Austin  School,  Paris  Street,  East  Boston.     (See  School 
Committee.) 


Austin  Street,  Charlestown. 

order  for  widening  of  entrance  at  Main  st.,  passed,  261 

Atherton  Street,  Ward  II. 

order  to  repave,  passed,  111 

Auburn  Street,  Ward  3. 

order  to  provide  lighting  facilities,  78 

Automatic  Traffic  Signals.     (See  Traffic  Commission.) 
Automobilies. 

abandonment:  see  Ordinances 
disposal  of: 

message   with   order  for,   city   automobiles   not  now   required,   481- 
ref erred   to  executive   committee,   482 -report   accepted,  494-order 
passed,  495 
order    requesting    data    regarding,    passed,    487-message    with    com- 
munication, placed  on  file,  494 
interests  of  owners:  order  for  legislation  for  safeguarding,  passed,  351 
purchase  of: 
order  to  consider  change  in  purchase  of  city  automobiles,  passed,  371- 

message  regarding,  placed  on  file,  378 
order  requesting  department  heads  to  purchase  Ford,  Chevrolet  and 
Plymouth  cars  for  official  use,  passed,  472 
registration  of:    order  for  legislation  requiring  filing  of  certificate  of 
title,  passed,  351 

Award  of  Work.     (See  School  Buildings  Department.) 


Bainbridge  and  Paulding  Streets,  Ward  12. 

order  to  install  arc  lamp  at  junction,  passed,  338-message  with  com- 
munication, placed  on  file,  345 

Baker  Park,  Ward  8. 

order  to  accept  and  lay  out,  passed,  49 

Baldwin  and  Medford  Streets,  Ward  2. 

order  to  install  automatic  traffic  signal  at  corner,  passed,  309-message 
with  communication,  347-placed  on  file,  348 


Balfe,  James  P. 

appointed  member,  board  of  trustees,  statistics  department,  placed  on 
file,  167;    designated  chairman  of  board,  placed  on  file,  167 


Ball,  Clarence  H. 

resolution  approving  legislation  authorizing  reinstatement  in  fire  depart- 
ment, passed,  14 


Banks,  Lucius. 

resolution    approving    legislation    authorizing    reinstatement    in    police 
department,  passed,  22 


Barr,  Mary  A. 

appointed  member,  city  planning  board,  placed  on  file,  186 

Barstow  Street,  Ward  21. 

order  to  accept  and  lay  out,  passed,  172 
Bartlett  and  Sullivan  Streets,  Ward  2. 

order  to  install  arc  light  at  junction,  passed,  432-message  with  com- 
munication, placed  on  file,  454 

Barton  Street,  Ward  3. 

order  to  repave,  passed,  201 

Bauch,  Charles  Everett. 

order  that  new  school,  Dorchester,  Ward  17,  be  named  for,  169-passed, 
170 

Bay  State  Road,  Ward  5. 

order  for  sidewalk  along  No.  215,  passed,  309 

Beech  Street,  Ward  18. 

order  for  sidewalk,  Washington  st.  (o  Kittredge  st.,  passed,  310 

Beech  Glen  Street,  Ward  II. 

order  to  repave,  passed,  368 

order  for  sidewalk,  Fort  ave.  to  Highland  St.,  passed,  369 

Beef,  Weigher  of. 

Clancy,  Padl  E.:  appointed,  103 

Belgrade  Avenue,  Ward  20. 

sidewalk  schedule,  passed,  229 
Bell  Divers.     (See  Police  Department.) 
Bellevue  Street,  Ward  15. 

order  to  repave,  passed,  63 

order  for  sidewalk,  Columbia  rd.  to  Quincy  st.,  passed,  230 

order  to  accept  and  lay  out,  Hamilton  st.  to  Barry  st.,  passed,  395 

Belton,  Theodore  D. 

resolution  approving  legislation  authorizing  reinstatement  in  police 
department,  passed,  29 

Bennington  Street,  Ward  1. 

order  to  include  in  budget  sum  for  "white  way"  lighting,  passed,  52 

Bequests. 

Cummings,  Mary  P.  C:  message  with  preambles  and  order  for  accept- 
ance of  8118,000  as  damages  awarded  for  taking  53  North  Market  st., 
referred  to  executive  committee,  165-report  accepted,  order  passed,  173 
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Bequests,  continued. 


Parker,  John  Harleston:  message  with  order  to  accept  bequest  of 
$1,500,  to  be  added  to  J.  Harleston  Parker  Medal  Fund,  referred  to 
executve  committee,  177-report  accepted,  order  passed,  191 


Berman  (Joseph  A.)  Square,  Ward  18. 

order  to  so  name  junction  Hyde  Park  ave.  and  Canterbury  st.,  passed, 
120-remarks  concerning,  191 


Bernard  Street,  Ward  14. 

order  to  repave,  passed,  76 

Bertram  Street,  Ward  16. 

order  to  accept  and  lay  out,  passed,  387 

Beverly  Street. 

resolution  approving  legislation  authorizing  widening,  passed,  29 

B.  F.  Sturtevant  Company.     (See  East  Boston  Tunnel.) 
Billboards,  Restriction  of.     (See  Ordinances.) 
Billerica  and  Cotting  Streets,  Ward  3. 

order  to  install  arc  light  at  corner,  passed,  458 

Bloomfield  Street,  Ward  17. 

order  to  repave,  passed,  369 
Blossom  Street  School.     (See  School  Committee.) 
Blue  Hill  Avenue. 

order  to  install  automatic  traffic  system  from  Grove  Hall  to  Mattapan 
sq.,  passed,  17-message  with  communication,  placed  on  file,  45 

order  to  install  boulevard  type  lights,  Morton  st.  to  Walk  Hill  St., 
passed,  121 

order  for  removal  of  street  car  reservation,  Mattapan  sq.  to  Morton  st., 
passed,  472 

Blue  Hill  Avenue  and  Columbia  Road,  Ward  14. 

order  to  install  automatic  traffic  signals,  passed,  53-message  with  com- 
munication, 72-placed  on  file,  73 

Blue  Hill  Avenue  and  Morton  Street,  Ward  14. 

order  to  install  automatic  traffic  signals,  passed,  52-message  with  com- 
munication, 72-placed  on  file,  73 

Blue  Hill  Avenue  and  Seaver  Street,  Ward  14. 

order  to  install  automatic  traffic  signals,  passed,  53-message  with  com- 
munication, 72-placed  on  file,  73 


Blue  Hill  Ice  Cream  Company. 

message  with  communication  concerning  payment,  316-placed  on  file, 
317 

Board  of  Appeal. 

members:  Walter  S.  Gerry,  appointed,  167;  F.  Warren  Clark,  ap- 
pointed, 378 

organization:  James  H.  Fitzpatrick,  chairman,  James  A.  McElaney, 
Jr.,  secretary,  223-placed  on  file,  223 

Board  of  Examiners. 

members:  John  F.  Hickey  and  Thomas  K.  Reynolds,  appointed,  22; 
John  F.  Hickey,  appointed,  196 


Board  of  Zoning  Adjustment. 

appropriation: 

message  with  order  for  85,000  to  be  charged  to  reserve  fund,  43- 
ref erred  to  executive  committee,  44-report  accepted,  order  passed, 
55 

members:  Eliot  N.  Jones  and  James  R.  Gibson,  appointed,  167; 
H.  Murray  Pakulski,  appointed,  186;  notice  of  acceptance  of  resigna- 
tion of  B.  Preston  Clark,  placed  on  file,  411;  Everett  F.  Gray,  ap- 
pointed, 416 

resignation:  Leo  Schwartz,  186 

restrictions:  orders  regarding,  passed,  163-message  with  communica- 
tion, 227-placed  on  file,  228 


Boardman  Street,  East  Boston. 

order  for  sidewalk,  repair  of,  No.  156  to  junction  Ashley  St.,  passed,  373 


Bolton,  Charles  K. 

notice   of   resignation    as   member    commission   on    marking    historical 
sites,  placed  on  file,  185 


Bond  Issue. 

resolution  favoring  legislation  providing  issue  of  S20,000,000  for  public 
works  in  Commonwealth,  passed  77 


Bond  of  Indemnity. 

see  C.  and  R.  Construction  Company 

see  Metropolitan  District  Commission,  water  division 

Bootblacking  on  Sunday.     (See  Ordinances.) 
Borrowing  Capacity  of  City  for  1931. 

estimate  of  1931,  placed  on  file,  28 
communication  giving  estimate,  placed  on  file,  186 

Boston  Airport. 

message  and  resolution  favoring  legislation  authorizing  city  to  borrow 
SI, 250,000,  outside  debt  limit,  for  improvements,  referred  to  execu- 
tive committee,  18-report  accepted,  order  passed,  25 

message  with  order  for  loan  of  81,250,000,  outside  debt  limit,  referred 
to  executive  committee,  178-report  accepted,  referred  to  committee  on 
finance,  191-report  accepted,  236-given  first  reading  and  passage,  243- 
motion  for  recess  for  consideration,  253— given  final  reading  and 
passed,  253,  261-order  for  information  regarding  spending  of  appro- 
priation, 283-passed,  284-message  regarding,  placed  on  file,  290 

order  to  install  settees  and  benches,  passed,  252-message  with  com- 
munication, placed  on  file,  265 

Boston  &  Albany  Railroad. 

notice  that  fences  at  Faneuil  station  will  be  constructed  as  requested 
by  public  utilities  department,  placed  on  file,  47 

Boston  &  Maine  Railroad. 

hearing:  notice  of,  for  license  to  build  fender  piers  and  dolphins,  Charles 

river,  placed  on  file,  416 
unclaimed    baggage:  petition   for  authority  to  sell,  229-report   with 

order  for  sale  accepted,  order  passed,  262 

Boston  Consolidated  Gas  Company. 

order  regarding  discontinuance  of  manufacturing  plant  of  Charlestown 
Gas  Company,  passed,  29-message  with  communication,  placed  on 
file,  92 

Boston  Elevated  Railway  Company. 

acceptance  of  Act:  communication  concerning,  section  22,  chapter 
383,  Acts  of  1931,  placed  on  file,  223 

guards  on  trains:  preambles  and  resolution  deploring  elimination  in 
favor  of  electrical  device,  470-re3olution  passed,  471 

jitneys:  order  for  improved  service  along  Adams  st.,  Dorchester,  passed, 
22-message  with  communication  placed  on  file,  44 

jitneys,  petitions  for  licenses  to  operate: 

between  junction  Tremont  st.  and  Huntington  ave.  and  Copley  sq., 
58. 
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Boston  Elevated  Railway  Company,  continued. 
jitneys,  petitions  for  licenses  to  operate: 

between  Andrew  sq.  and  Dorchester  ave.  and    Savin   Hill    ave..  in- 
cluding loop,  110-granted,  330;    order  for  change  of  route,  378- 
passed,  379 
between  East  Eighth  st.  and  Columbia  rd.,  and   junction  Washing- 
ton and  Kneeland  sts.,  125 
between  Tremont  st.  and  Huntington  ave.,  and  junction   Clarendon 

and  Stuart  sts.,  125-granted,  131 
between  Cambridge-Boston  line  on  Charles  River  dam  and  Scollay 

sq.,  147 
between  Ashmont  station,  Dorchester,  and  Park  sq.,  147 
between  junction  Commonwealth  and  Chestnut  Hill  aves.  and  junc- 
tion Chestnut  Hill  ave.  and  Washington  st.,  Brighton,  185-granted, 
202 
between     Boston-Cambridge     line    and    junction    Washington    and 

Market  sts.,  Brighton,  185-granted,  202 
between  carhouse,  South  st.  and  Green  st.  elevated  station,  196 
between  Columbia  station  and  junction  Freeport  st.  and  Mill  st.,  427 
between  Fields  Corner  station  and  Columbia  station,  Dorchester,  427 
between  Gallivan  Boulevard,  Morton  st.  and  Ashmont  station,  Dor- 
chester, 448 

railway  police:   list  of,  appointed  by  Mayor  of  Cambridge,  received, 

placed  on  file,  272 
removal  of  elevated  structures: 

resolution  favoring  legislation  providing  for,  Washington  st.  tunnel  to 
Sullivan  sq.,  Charlestown,  48 

order  for  legislation  providing  for,  Broadway  to  Forest  Hills,  passed, 
60 
removal  of  rails:  order  for,  River  and  Adams  sts.  and  Dorchester  ave., 

passed,  336 
service:    order  to  furnish  bus  service  to  and  from  Boston  sanatorium, 

Mattapan,  passed,  403-message  with  communication,  placed  on  file,  405 
term  of  lease:    message  with  order  for  acceptance  of  Act  extending, 

referred  to  executive  committee,  294-report  accepted,  order  passed,  412 
track  locations: 

66th,  extension  of  time,  corner  Bartlett  and  Washington  sts.,  placed 
on  file,  411 

69th,  extension  of  time,  P  st.,  South  Boston,  granted,  placed  on  file, 
74,  435 

72d,  extension  of  time,  granted,  placed  on  file,  435 

74th,  extension  of  time,  Huntington  ave.,  granted,  placed  on  file,  318 

76th,  extension  of  time,  granted,  placed  on  file,  435 

79th,  right-hand  crossover,  Main  st.,  Charlestown,  placed  on  file,  135 

addition  to,  Cambridge  st.  and  Longfellow  bridge,  317-placed  on  file, 
318 

81st,  addition  and  alteration,  placed  on  file,  394 

82d,  crossover,  Washington  st.,  placed  on  file,  394 

83d,  single  track,  East  Broadway,  granted,  placed  on  file,  435 

84th,  single  track,  Cambridge  st.,  granted,  placed  on  file,  435 
two-man  car  service:  order  to  restore  on  Summer  st.  and  Dorchester 

ave.,  passed,  400-message  with  communication,  placed  on  file,  406 
zone  limit   for   five-cent   fare:    order  regarding,   Jamaica  Plain  to 

Massachusetts  ave.,  passed,  96-message  with  communication,  placed 

on  file,  133 


Boston  Fire  Department  Band,  Inc. 

order  relative  to  collection  for  endowment  fund,  passed,  123 
resolution  commending  fire  department  band,  passed,  123 


Boston  Firemen's  Relief  Fund. 

annual  report  received,  placed  on  file,  394 

Boston  National  League  Baseball  Company. 

extension  of  time: 

petition  for,  referred    to  executive  committee,  270-report  accepted, 
granted,  286 
license: 

petition  for,  58-granted,  91 
surety  bond: 

approved,  91 

Boston  Navy  Yard. 

order  concerning  repairs  of  U.  S.  S.  Northampton,  passed,  169-message 

with  communication,  placed  on  file.  195 
resolution  protesting  laying  off  workmen   with  order  to  send  copy  of 

resolution  to  each  United  States  congressman  from  Massachusetts, 

passed,  457 

Boston  Place,  Ward  7. 

order  to  accept  and  lay  out,  passed,  277 


Boston  Latin  Public  School.     (See  School  Committee.) 
Boston,   Revere   Beach   and   Lynn    Railroad. 

police:   notice,  services  not  required,  placed  on  file,  448 

Bottom  ley,  Robert  J. 

appointed  trustee,  Metropolitan  Transit  District,  placed  on  file,  411 

Boundaries,  Perambulation  of. 

order  for  appointment  of  committee,  expense  to  be  charged  to  reserve 
fund,  referred  to  executive  committee,  187-report  accepted,  order 
passed,   191-committee  appointed,   191 

report  of  committee  submitted,  report  accepted,  ordered  printed,  223 

Boutwell  Street,  Ward  16. 

order  for  sidewalk,  Train  st.  to  Neponset  ave.,  passed,  379 

Bowdoin  Street. 

sidewalk  schedule,  passed,  299 

Bowdoin  Street,  Ward  15. 

order  to  remove  street  car  rails  between  Geneva  ave.  and  Washington 

st.,  passed,  91 
order  to  repave  between  Geneva  ave.  and  Washington  st.,  passed,  91 

Bowen  Street,  Ward  19. 

order  to  repave,  passed,  352 
Bowman  Street,  Ward  16. 

order  to  lay  out  and  extend,  Blackwell  st.  to  Ashmont  st.,  passed,  379 

Bradley,  John  W. 

appointed  deputy  sealer  of  weights  and  measures,  481 -placed  on  file,  482 
Branch  Libraries.     (See  Library  Department.) 
Branch  Street,  Ward  17. 

order  to  accept  and  lay  out,  passed,  217 

Bran  ton  Street,  Ward  16. 

order  to  accept  and  lay  out,  passed,  287 


(See  Public  Works  Depart- 


Bridge  and  Ferry  Division. 

ment.) 

Brighton  Street,  Ward  3. 

order  to  provide  lighting  facilities,  78 


Brinton  Street,  Ward  11. 

order  to  accept  and  lay  out,  368-passed,  369 

Broadway,  South  Boston. 

order  to  prohibit  parking  on  Evacuation  Day,   passed,  95-message  with 
communication,  placed  on  file,  103 

Broadway,  Ward  6. 

order  to  clean  after  snow,  Dorchester  ave.  to  Farragut  rd.,  passed,  17 

Broderick,  Parents  of  Theresa. 

resolution  favoring  legislation  authorizing  city  to  pay  money  to,  passed, 
76 


BROGNA 


(8) 


CAMBRIDGE 


Brogna,  Vincent. 

appointed  overseer  of  public  welfare,  placed  on  file,  186 

Brook  Street,  Ward  16. 

order  to  accept  and  lay  out,  passed,  223 

Brookledge  Street,  Ward  12. 

order  to  repave,  passed,  22 

Brookline  Avenue,  Ward  4. 

sidewalk  schedule,  passed,  82 

Brookline  Avenue,  Ward  5. 

Bidewalk  schedule,  passed,  82 

Brooklyn    Ash   Removal   Company   of   Massachusetts. 

(See  Public  Works  Department,   Sewer  and   Sanitary 
Division.) 

Brooks  Street,  Ward  22. 

order  for  sidewalk,  168-passed,  169 

Brunswick  Street,  Ward  14. 

order  to  accept  and  lay  out,  passed,  83 

Building  Department. 

inspection  of  buildings:    order  to  have  made  on  Main  St.,  Charles- 
town,  passed,  335 

Burgess  Street,  Ward  8. 

order  to  repave,  passed,  304 

Burnham    Memorial    Building.     (See   Hospital    Depart- 
ment.) 

Burrill  and  Clifton  Streets,  Ward  8. 

order  for  arc  light  at  corner,  passed,  448 

Burton,  Victor. 

name  of  technician  responsible  for  accident,  Boston  City  hospital,  465 

Bush,  Herman  L.,  Councilor. 

orders  and  resolves: 

appearance  of  committee  on  legislative  matters,  34 

benches,  Washington  and  Franklin  pks.,  323 

bubble  drinking  fountain,  379 

convenience  station,  Franklin  pk.,  387 

holidays,  Hebrew  employees,  336 

improvements,  Ward  12,  22,  34,  83,  163,  285,  304,  312,  338,  369,  375, 
386 

loans  and  appropriation  for  school  buildings  and  land,  235 

name  of  park,  Ward  12,  452 

pensions,  police  officers,  61 

reinstatement,  Lucius  Banks,  22 

restraining  dogs,  304 

resurfacing  St.  James  Bt.,  17 

sidewalks,  Ward  12,  169,  277  (2) 

thanks  to  President  McGrath,  496 

time  off  to  honor  men,  police  department,  313 

traffic  system,  Seaver  st.,  17 
point  of  order:  120,  470 
remarks: 

additional  land,  hospital  purposes,  299,  300,  301 

appearance  of  committee  on  legislative  matters,  34 

applicants  carrying  small  insurance  policies,  211,  213,  214 

appropriation,  East  Boston  Courthouse,  116 

appropriation  for  port  differentials,  234 

Boston  Airport,  284 

bridge,  Shirley  Gut,  437 

charities  administration  building,  29,  30 


Bush,  Herman  L.,  Councilor,  continued. 

remarks: 

citizens  of  Boston  for  city  work,  366 
claim  of  Arthur  V.  Fraher,  397,  398 
conduct  of  business  by  department  heads,  188 
confirmation  of  appointments,  26 
elimination  of  port  differentials,  8 
entertainment,   Japanese  royalty,   190 
examination  into  public  welfare  department,  162 
finance  report  on  loans,  48 
fowls  killed  by  dogs,  32 
garage,  station  14,   135 

invitation  to  Hon.  Alfred  E.  Smith,  137,  138 
loan  and  appropriation  for  school  buildings  and  land,  235,  236 
loan,  Boston  Airport,  237,  239,  240,  242,  256,  257 
loan,  city  hospital,  340,  341 
loan,  high  school  construction,  441 

loan,  public  golf  course,  84,  85,  86,  88,  89,  117,  118,  119 
loan,  underpass,  Forest  Hills,  167,  168 
loan  orders,  fire  and  police  departments,  64 
loan  orders,  playgrounds,  parks,  and  bridges,  31 
naming  park,  Ward  12,  450 
number  of  constables,  428 
ordinance  in  re  constables,  36,  421 
payment  for  ice  cream,  282 
payment  for  horse  killed  by  dog,  450 
pensions,  police  officers,  61,  62 
permits  to  carry  revolvers,  334 
playground,  Dorchester,  217 

preferential  employment  of  citizens  with  dependents,  36 
public  golf  course,  65,  67,  68 
recreation  building,  Long  Island,  322 
reimbursement  of  claim,  137 
reimbursement  to  William  O.  Hawkins,  137 
report  on  annual  budget,  155,  157,  160 
rescinding  contract  for  tablet,  199 
resolution  regarding  use  of  salaries  for  poor,  231,  232 
restraining  dogs,  286,  304 
safeguarding  pedestrians,  323 

sale  of  land,  Chestnut  Hill  and  Commonwealth  aves.,  355,  356 
sale  of  land,  Massachusetts  General  Hospital,  400 
Suffolk  County  courthouse,  492 
thanks  to  President  McGrath,  496 
transfer  of  chronic  hospital,  335,  338 
unnecessary  noises,  171 
unanimous  consent:    48,  190 

Bushnell  Street,  Ward  16. 

order   to   prohibit    heavy    trucking,    passed,    277-message  concerning, 
placed  on  file,  296 

Bynner  Street,  Ward  10. 

order  to  repave,  South  Huntington  ave.  to  Creighton  st.,  passed,  37 

Bynner  Street  and  the  Riverway,  Ward  10. 

i 

order  to  install  automatic  traffic  signal  at  junction,  passed,  142-message 
with  communication,  placed  on  file,  165 


C.  and  R.  Construction  Company. 

bond  of  indemnity  received,  placed  on  file,  82 

C  Street  and  Broadway,  South  Boston. 

order  for  estimate  of  locker  building  and  shower  bath,  passed,  172 

Call  Street,  Ward  19. 

order  for  sidewalk  in  front  of  Nos.  45  and  47,  passed,  302 

Calumet  Street,  Ward  10. 

order  for  sidewalk,  St.  Alphonsus  st.  to  Hillside  St..  passed,  342 

Cambridge  Street,  Ward  3. 

order  for  catch-basin  in  front  of  Bowdoin  sq.  fire  house,  passed,  216 
order  to  repave,  Cedar  st.  to  Lindall  pi.,  passed,  411. 

Cambridge  Street,  Ward  21. 

Bidewalk  schedule,  passed,  82 

order  for  sidewalk,  No.  390,  passed,  231 


CAPEN 


(9) 


CHARLOTTE 


Capen  Street,  Ward  17. 

order  for  sidewalk,  Evans  st.  to  Fairmount  st.,  passed,  125,  217,  252 
order  for  sidewalk,  Evans  st.  to  Selden  st.,  passed,  252 
order  for  sidewalk,  Fuller  st.  to  Fairmount  st.,  passed,  217 


Car  Tickets.     (See  Public  Welfare  Department.) 
Carlin,  Mrs.  Anna. 

resolution  favoring  legislation  providing  for  annuity,  passed,  22 

Carmody,  Mrs.  John  J. 

resolution  approving  legislation  authorizing  payment  of  annuity, 
passed,  49 

Carolina  Avenue,  Ward  11. 

order  for  sidewalk,  South  st.  to  Call  st.,  passed,  309 

Carpenter,  Thorne  M. 

report  on  order  for  claim,  with  order  for  $40,  report  accepted,  order 
passed,  32 

Carroll  Charles  S. 

resolution  favoring  legislation  authorizing  reinstatement  in  fire  depart- 
ment, passed,  48,  4*3 

Carruth  Street,  Ward  16. 

order  to  prohibit  heavy  trucking,  passed,  277-message  concerning,  placed 
on  file,  296 

Carson  Beach.     (-See  Park  Department.) 

Carson  Street. 

sidewalk  schedule,  passed,  299 
Castle  Island  and  Marine  Park.     (See  Park  Department.) 
Catherine  Street,  Ward  19. 

order  to  repave,  passed,  352 

Cauley,  Delia  M. 

appointed  second  assistant  assessor,  placed  on  file,  111 

Causeway  Street,  Ward  3. 

order  for  $250,000  to  widen,  Nashua  st.  to  Lowell  st. ,  referred  to  com- 
mittee on  finance,  90 

resolution  favoring  legislation  authorizing  city  to  borrow  $250,000, 
outside  debt  limit,  for  widening,  passed,  458 

Cavagnaro,  Mrs.  Joseph  L.  A. 

petition  for  annuity,  435-report  on  petition  with  order  for  $1,000, 
report  accepted,  order  passed,  449 

Caverley,  James  S. 

resolution  approving  legislation  authorizing  payment  on  account  of 
injuries  to  daughter,  passed,  129 

Celebrations.     (See  Public  Celebrations.) 
Central  Artery. 

message  with  resolution  favoring  legislation  authorizing  city  to  borrow, 
outside  debt  limit,  for  widening  and  construction  of  streets,  referred 
to  executive  committee,  11-report  accepted,  resolution  passed,  25 

order  to  take  steps  necessary  to  insure  financial  participation  by  Com- 
monwealth of  Massachusetts  in  Thoroughfare  Plan  and  Central 
Artery,  96-referred  to  executive  committee,  97-report  accepted, 
order  passed,  102-message  concerning,  placed  on  file,  110 


Central  Avenue,  Ward  17. 

sidewalk  schedule,  passed,  95 

Centre  Street. 

order  to  install  boulevard  type  lights,  Hogg's  bridge  to  South  st.,  passed, 
122 

Centre   Street,    Moraine   Street,   Pershing   Road    and 
South  Huntington  Avenue,  Ward  19. 

order  to  install  automatic  traffic  signal  at  junction,  passed,  372 

Centre  Street,  South  Huntington  Avenue,  Boylston  and 
Moraine  Streets,  Ward  19. 

message    with    communication    regarding    order    for    automatic    traffic 

signal  at  junction,  placed  on  file,  10 
order  to  install  automatic  traffic  signal  at  junction,  passed,  202-message 

with  communication.  206-placed  on  file,  207 
order  to  install  traffic  signal  at  junction,  passed,  302 

Centre  and  Central  Streets,  Ward  20. 

order   regarding   turning   on   electric   current   in   spot  light   at   corner, 
passed,  452-message  with  communication,  453-placed  on  file,  454 


Centre  Street,  Ward  20. 

order   to   include   in   budget  sum   for   improved   lighting,    Parkway   to 

Charles  river,  passed,  483 
order  to  include  in  budget  sum  for  automatic  traffic  signals,  Manthorne 

rd.  to  La  Grange  st.,  passed,  483 


Chait,  Matthew  W. 

notice  of  resignation  as  constable,  placed  on  file,  416 


Chamberlain,  Fred  H. 

notice  of  assignment  as  member  of  administrative  committee  of  probate 
court,  placed  on  file,  364 

Chardon  Street,  Ward  3. 

order  to  repave,  passed,  230 

Charities  Administration  Building.     (See  Public  Welfare 
Department.) 

Charles  Street,  Ward  3. 

order  to  repave,  Leverett  st.  to  Auburn  st.,  passed,  411. 
order  for  sidewalk,  around  reservation,  passed,  411 


(See  Boston  Consolidated 


Charlestown   Gas  Company. 

Gas  Company.) 

Charlestown  Heights. 

older  as  to  when  and  how  appropriation  is  to  be  expended,  passed,  13- 

message  with  communication,  44-placed  on  file,  45 
order  as  to  advisability  of  replacing  old  building  with  modern  structure, 

passed,  24-message  with  communication,  44-placed  on  file,  45 
order  for  loan  of  $25,000  for  locker  building,  referred  to  committee  on 

finance,  59-report  accepted,  order  passed,  76-vetoed,  94-placed  on 

file,  95 
order  to  investigate  conditions,  passed,  287 

Charlestown  Navy  Yard. 

order  protesting  against  closing,  passed,  394 

preambles  and  resolution  with  order  regarding  closing,  order  as  amended, 
passed,  396 

Charlotte  Street,  Ward  14. 

order  to  repave,  passed,  83 


CHATTEL 


(10) 


CITY 


Chattel  Loan  Company. 

director:  Arthur  J.  Lewis,  appointed,  placed  on  file,  247 

Chelsea  Street,  Ward  22. 

order  to  install  are  light  opposite  Adams  st.,  passed,  201 

Chester  Street,  Ward  21. 

order  for  sidewalk,  Brighton  ave.  to  Ashford  st.,  passed,  309 

Chestnut  Avenue,  Ward  19. 

sidewalk  schedule,  passed,  82 

Chestnut  Hill  Avenue,  Brighton. 

message  with  preambles  and  order  for  sale,  referred  to  committee  on 
public  lands,  124 

Chestnut  Hill  Avenue,  Ward  2. 

order  to  repave,  passed,  16,  32 

Chestnut  Hill  and  Commonwealth  Avenues. 

report  on  order  for  sale  of  land  for  $200,000  at  public  auction,  report 
accepted,  354-given  first  reading  and  passed,  356-given  second 
reading  and  passed,  373,  374-message  with  communication  and 
order  for  sale  at  $2  a  foot,  referred  to  committee  on  public  lands,  415 

Chickatavvbut  Street,  Ward  16. 

order  for  sidewalk,  Neponset  ave.  to  Glide  St.,  passed,  312 

Children  at  Theaters.  (-See  Police  Department.) 
Children's  Pavilion.  (See  Hospital  Department.) 
Church  Street,  Ward  20. 

order  for  sidewalk,  Centre  st.  to  Parkway  and  Sidley  st.  to  Weld  st., 
passed,  302 

City  Council. 

inauguration:  page  1 

president:  motion  to  elect,  Joseph  McGrath  elected,  7 

list  of  members: 

Arnold,  Seth  F. 

Bush,  Herman  L. 

Cox,  Joseph  P. 

Curtis,  Laurence,  2d 

Donovan,  Timothy  F. 

Dowd,  John  F. 

Englert,  Edward  L. 

Fish,  Albert  L. 

Fitzgerald,  John  I. 

Gallagher,  Edward  M. 

Gleason,  Richard  D. 

Green,  Thomas  H. 

Hein,  James 

Kelly,  Francis  E. 

Lynch,  William  G. 

Mahoney,  Michael  J. 

McGrath,  Joseph  (President) 

Murray,  Peter  A. 

Norton,  Clement  A. 

Power,  Leo  F. 

Ruby,  Israel 

Wilson,  Robert  Gardiner,  Jr. 
advisory  committee:  order  to  appoint,  referred  to  committee  on  rules, 

37-report  accepted,  order  passed,  91 
committees:  standing  and  special,  15,  35,  91,  187,  203 
flags,  ropes  and  stakes: 

order  for  roping  off  streets,  cross-country  run,  April   11,  passed,  111 

order  for  roping  off  streets,  Marathon  race,  April  20,  passed,  126 

order  for  roping  off  streets,  road  race,  April  19,  passed,  126 
minutes:  order  to  publish  weekly  in  all  Boston  newspapers,  passed,  457 
next  meeting:  193 
order:  favoring  amendment  of  agricultural  marketing  Act,  referred    to 

committee  on  rules,  224 


City  Council,  continued. 

point  of  information:    (Mr.  Bush),   120;  (Mr.  Curtis),  48,  284;    (Mr. 

Englert),  67;   (Mr.  Wilson) ,  37 
point  of  order:  (Mr.  Bush),  470;  (Mr.  Curtis),  231,  374;  (Mr.  Dowd), 
90,  113,  142,  305,  335;  (Mr.  Hein),  462;  (Mr.  Kelly),  239,  305;  (Mr. 
Lynch),  462;   (Mr.  Norton),  272;   (Mr.  Ruby),  241,  364,  443;  (Mr. 
Wilson),  443 
question  of  information:  (Mr.  Ruby),  421 
question  of  privilege:  (Mr.  Cox),  444 
resolves: 

approving  conditionally  five-day  week,  371 

approving  legislation  authorizing  city  to  borrow  for  construction  of 

highway,  Charlestown,  49 
approving   legislation   authorizing   construction   of   new   street   from 

Washington  st.  to  Atlantic  ave.,  29 
approving  legislation  authorizing  payment  of  annuity  to  Mrs.  John 

J.  Carmody,  49 
approving  legislation  authorizing  payment  to  James  S.  Caverly,  129 
approving  legislation  authorizing  payment  to  parents  of  George  L. 

Scolponeti,  63 
approving  legislation  authorizing  payment  of  annuity  to  Mrs.  Frank 

H.  Shepherd,  61 
approving  legislation  authorizing  continuance  of  payment  of  annuity 

to  Elizabeth  T.  Dineen,  passed,  96 
approving  legislation  authorizing   reinstatement  of  Clarence  H.  Ball, 

passed,  13 
approving  legislation  authorizing  reinstatement  of  Lucius  Banks,  22 
approving    legislation    authorizing    reinstatement    of    Theodore    D. 

Belton,  29 
approving  legislation  authorizing  reinstatement  of  John  J.  Dowling,  22 
approving  legislation  authorizing  widening  of  Beverly  st.,  29 
approving  legislation   authorizing    city  to  pay  money  to  parents  of 

Teresa  Kennedy,  218 
approving   legislation   authorizing   city   to   pay   pension   to   John   T. 

Conley,  218 
commending  action  of  National  Convention  of  American  Legion  for 

resubmission  to  the  people,  367 
commending  Liggett  Drug  Company  for  generosity,  371 
commending  municipal  employment  bureau  for  refusing  work  to  non- 
residents, 372 
commending  President  of  Compressed  Air  Workers'  Union  for  stand 

against  nonresident  labor,  372 
commending  fire  department  band,  with  order  to  send  copies  to  mayor 

and  fire  commissioner,  123 
deploring  elimination  of  guards  on  Boston  Elevated  Itailway  Com- 
pany trains  in  favor  of  electrical  device,  470 
expressing  appreciation  for  demonstration  of  air  maneuvers.  216 
extending  thanks  to  Councilor  Joseph  McGrath  for  his  able  manner 

of  presiding  as  president  of  council.  496-adopted,  497 
favoring  establishment  of  branches  of  Federal  Reserve  bank,  with 
order  to  send  copy  of  resolution  to  each  United  States  Congressman 
from  Massachusetts,  passed,  456 
favoring   legislation   authorizing   borrowing,   outside  debt   limit,   for 

erection  of  municipal  building,  Field's  Corner,  83 
favoring   legislation   authorizing   city   to   borrow,   outside  debt  limit, 

for  reconstruction  of  streets,  11 
favoring  legislation  authorizing  city  to  borrow,  outside  debt  limit, 
for  widening  and  construction  of  streets  in  connection  with  Central 
Artery,  11 
favoring  legislation   authorizing   city   to   borrow,   outside  debt  limit, 

for  construction  of  high  school.  West  Roxbury,  35 
favoring  legislation  authorizing  city  to  borrow  for  municipal  building, 

Charlestown,  48 
favoring  legislation  authorizing  city  to  borrow  for  extension  of  Wash- 
ington st.    tunnel   to    Sullivan   sq.,   Charlestown,   and   removal  of 
elevated  structure,  48 
favoring  legislation  authorizing  city  to  borrow  for  building  at  sana- 
torium, Mattapan,  49 
favoring  legislation  authorizing  city  to  borrow,  outside  debt  limit,  for 

erection  municipal  building,  Ward  14,  58 
favoring  legislation  authorizing  city  to  borrow  $1,250,000  for  airport 

purposes,  18 
favoring   legislation    authorizing   city    to    borrow   $250,000,    outside 

debt  limit,  for  widening  of  Causeway  st.,  passed,  458 
favoring  legislation   authorizing  oity  to  pay  to   parents  of   Theresa 

Broderick,  76 
favoring  legislation  authorizing  city  to  pay  to  John  E.  Dyer,  83 
favoring  legislation  authorizing  city  to  pay  to  Mrs.  Frank  L.  Lyons, 

78 
favoring  legislation  authorizing  city  to  pay  to  parents  of  John  A. 

McGonagle,  24 
favoring  legislation  authorizing  city  to  pension  Arthur  J.  Jobert,  126 
favoring  legislation  authorizing  city  to  retire  and  pension  Guiseppe 

Morandi,  48 
favoring    legislation    authorizing    investment    in    real    property    by 

insurance  company,  29 
favoring  legislation  authorizing  reinstatement  of  certain  persons  in 

police  department,  59 
favoring  legislation  authorizing  reinstatement  of  Charles  S.  Carroll, 

48,  483 
favoring  legislation  authorizing  reinstatement  of  John  H.  Corcoran, 

54 
favoring  legislation  authorizing  reinstatement  of  Nelson  L.  Duchaney, 

83 
favoring  legislation  authorizing  reinstatement  of  William  A.  Fallon, 
49 
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City  Council,  continued. 

resolves: 

favoring  legislation  authorizing  reinstatement  of  William  Hayes,  37 
favoring  legislation  authorizing  reinstatement  of  James  E.  McCarthy, 

12 
favoring  legislation   authorizing  reinstatement   of   Anthony  T.    Mc- 
Donald, 16 
favoring  legislation  authorizing  reinstatement  of  James  D.  Phillips, 

129 
favoring  legislation  authorizing  reinstatement  of  Francis  J.  Riordan, 

13 
favoring  legislation  authorizing  reinstatement  of  Stephen   M.  Ryan, 

49 
favoring  legislation  authorizing  reinstatement  of  James  P.  Stuart,  24 
favoring  legislation  authorizing  reinstatement  of  James  J.  Tansey,  24 
favoring  legislation  authorizing  reinstatement  of  Alexander  A.  Turley, 

29 
favoring  legislation  authorizing  reinstatement  of  Thomas  Woodford, 

37 
favoring  legislation  authorizing  retirement  and  pensioning  of  Richard 

A.  Friel,  13 
favoring   legislation   authorizing   payment   of   money   to   mother   of 

James  Long,  59 
favoring  legislation  for  payment  of  annuity  to  Mrs.  Anna  Carlin,  22 
favoring  legislation  for  payment  to  parents  of  Raymond  A.  Purring- 

ton,  Jr.,  passed,  13 
favoring  legislation  providing  $20,000,000  bond  issue  for  public  works 

throughout  the  Commonwealth,  77 
favoring  legislation  relative  to  pensions  to  certain  police  officers,  61 
favoring  temporary  suspension  of  foreclosures  by  banks,  193 
indorsing  action  by  Federal  Congress  providing  for  payment  of  ad- 
justed compensation  to  veterans,  29 
indorsing  and  favoring  passage  of    Kendall  weekly  half-holiday  bill, 

59 
inviting  Democratic  national  convention  to  meet  in  Boston  for  1932 

session,  323 
opposing  passage  of   Senate  bill  529  granting  privileges  to  private 

interests,  215 
preambles  and  resolution  regarding  use  of  salaries  of  his  Honor  the 

Mayor  and  city  treasurer  for  worthy  poor  of  city,  231,  232 
protesting  against  laying  off  workmen  at  Boston  Navy  Yard,  with 

order  to  send  copy  of  resolution  to  each  United  States  Congressman 

from  Massachusetts,  456-passed,  457 
protesting  against  use  of  foreign  materials  in  Boston  public  buildings, 

482 
protesting  ruling  regarding  drunken  driving,  303 
protesting  suspension  of  licenses  for  minor  offenses,  320 
regarding  East  Boston  Strandway,  285 
special  meeting:  called,  placed  on  file,  204,  463,  464,  489,  494 
statement:  (Mr.  Bush),  86 

unanimous  consent:  (Mr.  Dowd),  7,  487;  (Mr.  Wilson),  26,  136; 
(Mr.  Bush),  48,  190;  (Mr.  Norton),  69,  136,  190,  275,  479,  487;  (Mr. 
Donovan),  67;  (Mr.  Kelly),  90,  385;  (Mr.  Ruby),  136;  (Mr.  Oreen), 
190,243,384;  (Mr.  Curtis),  375 
unfinished  business:  order  for  reference  to  City  Council  of  1932, 
passed,  495 


City  Documents. 

classification  and  compensation  plan:  order  to  print,  passed,  163 
inspection  of  prisons:  order  to  print,  495 
municipal  register:  order  to  prepare  and  print,  passed,  29 
oration  by  Hon.  David  I.  Walsh:  order  to  print,  passed,  276 
perambulation   of  boundary   lines:    report   of    committee,  ordered 

printed,  223 
report  of  committee  on  claims:  order  to  print,  report    accepted, 

order  passed,  495 


City  Employees. 

aliens: 

order  to  designate  appropriate  inspectors  to  check  up,  city  work,  336- 

passed,  337 
order  for  appointment  of  committee  to  advise  city  council  regard- 
ing, referred  to  executive  committee,  342-report  accepted,   order 
passed,  342-message  regarding,  placed  on  file,  361 
five-day  week:  order  to  put  into  effect,  referred  to  executive  commit- 
tee, 149 
half-holidays:  order  to  allow,  Evacuation  Day,  passed,  95 
holidays: 
order  for,  to  those  of  Hebrew  faith,  passed,  336 

order  for,  Saturday  following  Christmas  and  New  Years,  passed,  456 
order  for,  January  2,  1932,  482-passed,  483 
increase  in  salary:  order  to  provide  for,  Boston  City  hospital,  passed, 
79 

leave  of  absence:  order  to  allow  sick    leave  with  pay,  passed,  233- 

message  concerning,  placed  on  tile,  245 
payments:  order  for,  of  monthly  and  weekly  pay  rolls  on  December  24, 

passed,  448 


City  Employees,  continued. 

political  buttons:  order  regarding  wearing,  333-referred  to  executive 

committee,  334 
temporary  men:  order  to  continue  employment  after  June  5,  passed, 

215 


City  Hospital. 

topic  in  Mayor's  address,  2 


City  Messenger  Department. 

election  returns:  order  to  make  arrangements  for,  passed,  400 
general  laws:  order  to  furnish  to  members  of  city  council,  referred  to 

executive  committee,  59 
hearings:  order  to  post  notices  in  city  council  rooms,  passed,  63 
roping  off  streets,  orders  for: 

cross  country  run,  April  11,  passed,  111 

Marathon  race,  April  20,  passed,  126 

road  race,  April  19,  passed,  126 


City  Planning  Board. 

members:   Mary  A.  Barr,  appointed,  186 


"City  Record." 

order  requesting  compliance  with  section  29  of  amended  City  Charter, 
422-passed,  424 

City  Seal. 

orderto  place  on  official  badges,  passed,   115-message  with  communica- 
tion, placed  on  file,  133 

City  Square,  Charlestown. 

order  for  study  of  dangerous  conditions  existing,  passed,  303 

City  Square,  Ward  2. 

order  to  repave,  passed,  129 

order  to  install  automatic  traffic  signal,  junction  Henley,  Warren,  Call 

and  Park  sts.,  passed,  201-message  with  communication,  206-placed 

on  file,  207 

Civil  Service  Commission. 

committee:  order  for  appointment  to  investigate  office,  50-referred  to 
committee  on  rules,  51 

Claims. 

claims: 

A.  Claus'  Sons,  Inc.:  for  damage  to  truck,  15 

A.  L.  Fauci  and  Son:  for  refund,  95 

Abt,  Barbara:  for  damage  to  car,  166 

Adams,  John  W.:  for  personal  injuries,  47 

Adams,  Weston  W.:  for  damage  to  car,  15 

Aetna  Engineering  Company:  for  refund,  317 

Adler,  M.:  for  damage  to  property,  482 

Agabedis,  John  E.:  for  refund,  22 

Agostino,  Nicodemo:   for  damage  to  property,  207 

Alexander,  Maurice  A.:  for  damage  to  car,  248 

Allan,  Ella  C.i  for  personal  injuries,  207 

Alperin,  Louis:  for  damage  to  car,  378 

Alpha  Lunch  Company:  for  damage  to  property,  58 

Amaro,  Francesco:  for  refund,  269 

American  Flour  Company:  for  damage  to  property,  58 

Anderson,  Mary  E.:  for  personal  injuries,  28 

Andrews,  Mabel  S.:  for  damage  to  car,  110;  for  damage  to  property, 

166 
Anestasio,  Vincent:  for  personal  injuries,  466 
Applebaum,  Louis:  for  refund,  427 
Appleqate,  May  E.:  for  personal  injuries,  12 
Arbeene,  Christopher:  for  damage  to  automobile.  317 
Arbeene,  Christopher  N.:  for  damage  to  car,  329 
Armstrong,  David  J.:  for  personal  injuries,  28 
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Claims,  continued. 

Aronson,  Millie:    for  personal  injuries,  207 

Akvedon,  G.  G.:  for  refund,  95 

Atwood,  H.  G.:  for  damage  to  coat,  329 

Ayer,  M.  Isabel:  for  damage  to  property,  317 

Babcock,  E.  J.:  for  damage  to  truck,  58 

Bahn,  Irving:  for  personal  injuries,  466 

Bailey,  Elmer:  for  personal  injuries,  296 

Baker,  C.  L.:    for  damage  to  property,  166 

Baker,  Fannie:  for  personal  injuries,  296 

Baldwin,  Henry  S.:   for  damage  to  car,  166 

Balkin,  Ethel:  for  damage  to  car,  110 

Barnes,  Mary  E.:  for  personal  injuries,  121 

Barrett,  Eileen:    for  personal  injuries,  207 

Barry,  J.  Paul:  for  personal  injuries,  82 

Barton,  Joseph  Henri:  for  personal  injuries,  415 

Batchelder-Whittemore  Coal  Company:    for  refund,  135 

Batstone,  W.  N.:    for  damage  to  car,  207 

Bay  State  Upholstering  Company:  for  damage  to  property,  110 

Beacon  Specialty  Shop:  for  refund,  12 

Beard,  Henry  B.:  for  damage  to  property,  110 

Beard,  Robert:  for  damage  to  car,  110 

Belinsky,  David:  for  damage  to  truck,  248 

Belt,  Abraham:  for  damage  to  property,  363 

Bemis,  Edith:  for  personal  injuries,  329 

Bennett,  Celia:  for  damage  to  car,  196 

Bennett,  Mary  E.:  for  personal  injuries,  296 

Bennett,  Rebecca:  for  personal  injuries,  393 

Bennett,  Theodore:  for  damage  to  car,  296 

Ben's  Sandwich  Shop,  Inc.:  for  reiund,  415 

Benson,  John  W.:  for  refund,  15 

Berqer,  William  L.:  for  refund,  329 

Berlin,  H.  Irving:  for  damage  to  car,  207 

Berman,  Irving:  for  refund,  207 

Berry,  Harold  W.:  for  personal  injuries,  82 

Berry,  M.  K.:  for  personal  injuries,  124 

Berry,  Mildred  K.:  for  personal  injuries,  228 

Berry,  Thomas:  for  personal  injury,  378 

Bertoldo,  John:  for  damage  to  car,  269 

Biggi  &  Moretti:  for  damage  to  property,  456 

Bishop,  Mary:  for  personal  injuries,  125 

Blades,  Lucy  A.:  for  damage  to  property,  447 

Blaisdell,  Josephine  M.:  for  damage  to  property,  28 

Blakeley,  J.  M.:  for  damage  to  property,  447 

Blanchiforti,  Salvatore:  for  damage  to  truck,  110 

Block,  Abraham:  for  damage  to  property,  296 

Blood,  Henry  J.:  for  personal  injuries,  248 

Blowers,  Lester:  for  damage  to  clothing,  410 

Blue  Hill  Bakery:  for  refund,  456 

Borden,  Fred  H.:  for  personal  injuries,  466 

Borisoff,  Ethel:  for  personal  injuries,  427 

Bornstein,  Mrs.  A.:  for  refund,  410 

Bornstein,  William:  for  damage  to  car,  482 

Boston  Elevated  Railway:  for  refund,  166 

Boston  Molasses  Company:  for  damage  to  car,  248 

Boston  Sausage  and  Provision  Company:  for  refund,  223 

Boston  Tool  and  Accessory  Company:  for  damage  to  property,  317 

Boston  Transcript  Company:  for  damage  to  property,  456 

Bounos,  George:  for  refund,  363 

Bovlno,  Frank:  for  damage  to  car,  248 

Bowman,  Albert:  for  personal  injuries,  329 

Boyagain,  Michael:  for  personal  injuries,  125 

Boyle,  James  H.:  for  damage  to  property,  466 

Brannan,  Edward  J.:  for  loss  of  clothing,  269 

Brayton,  George  B.:  for  payment  for  photographs,  329 

Breen,  Anna  G.:  for  personal  injuries,  456 

Bresnahan,  Maurice  F.:  for  damage  to  ear,  393 

Brewin,  Annie:  for  refund,  363 

Brigham,  Lily  B.:  for  personal  injuries,  228 

Brighton  Five  Cent  Savings  Bank:  for  refund,  15 

Brindis  Brothers,  Inc.:  for  damage  to  property,  378 

Britchky,  Annie:  for  personal  injuries,  350 

Broadway  Stationery  Company:   for  damage  to  property,  410 


Claims,  continued. 

Brodbine,  Conde:  for  personal  injuries,  135 

Brooks,  John:  for  personal  injuries,  447 

Brown,  Andrew:  for  refund,  15 

Brown,  Frances:  for  injuries,  269 

Brown,  Mary  E.:  for  personal  injuries,  350 

Brown,  Mrs.  Vivian:  for  personal  injuries,  28 

Brown-Wales  Company:  for  damage  to  property,  317 

Bruce,  Charles  F:  for  refund,  185 

Bubar,  Dorothy  I.  and  John  W.:  for  damage  to  clothing,  317 

Bullard,  John  H.:  for  damage  to  car,  95 

Burgstahler,  Mr.:  for  personal  injuries,  135 

Burkowitch,  Mrs.  Rose:  for  personal  injuries,  15 

Burnes  Brothers  Company:  for  damage  to  property,  269 

Burns,  Fred  H.:  for  loss  of  clothing,  269 

Burns,  James:  for  refund,  228 

Burns,  James  F.:  for  personal  injuries,  393 

Burton-Furber  Coal  Company:  for  damage  to  truck,  329 

Butler,  Myrtle  E.:  for  personal  injuries,  228 

Byers,  Clarence  and  Alice  B.  Henshon:  for  personal  injuries,  28 

Cafarelli,  Joseph  J.:  for  damage  to  property,  95 

Cahill,  Elizabeth  F.:  for  personal  injuries,  95 

Calnan,  Josephine  M.:  for  personal  injuries,  166 

Campbell,  Josephine:  for  personal  injuries,  296 

Campbell,  Sarah:  for  personal  injuries,  378 

Campochiaro,  Briqida:  for  personal  injuries,  363 

Candelieri,  Saverio:  for  damage  to  car,  296 

Cannava,  Joseph:  for  damage  to  property,  15 

Cantwell,  Edward:  for  personal  injuries,  297 

Canty,  Julia:  for  personal  injuries,  166 

Cappucci,  Daniel:  for  damage  to  property,  415 

Caputo,  Vincent:  for  damage  to  car,  456 

Carco,  John:  for  damage  to  car,  207 

Carmody,  Elizabeth:  for  personal  injuries,  228 

Carney,  Cecelia  J.:  for  damage  to  clothing,  248 

Carone,  David:  for  refund,  248 

Carr,  George  W.:  for  damage  to  clothing,  297 

Carr,  James  F.:  for  personal  injuries,  269 

Carrideo,  Theresa:  for  damage  to  property,  378 

Carrigan,  Mrs.  Philip:  for  personal  injuries,  363 

Carroll,  James  F.:  for  damage  to  property,  393 

Cashman,  Sabah:  for  refund,  297 

Caswell,  Everett  H.:  for  damage  to  clothing,  410 

Cataldo,  Lawrence:  for  damage  to  car,  393 

Caughey,  Catherine  T.:  for  personal  injuries,  95 

Caulfield,  Mrs.:  for  personal  injuries,  350 

Ceasar,  Frank:  for  damage  to  car,  12 

Cecero,  Alberto:  for  personal  injuries,  410 

Cela,  Raffaele:  for  personal  injuries,  447 

Celeste,  Rose:  for  personal  injuries,  410 

Cella,  Louis  M.:  for  damage  to  car,  185 

Cerulli,  D.:  for  damage  to  property,  28 

Chapin,  Marion  L.:  for  personal  injuries,  196 

Charles  A.  Baldwin  Company:  for  refund,  427 

Chase,  William  F.:  for  damage  to  car,  317 

Chisholm,  A.  J.:  for  damage  to  car,  466 

Christensen,  Laurence  M.:  for  damage  to  car,  82 

Ciampa,  Nicola:  for  damage  to  property,  12 

Clancy,  Rose  C:  for  damage  to  property,  410 

Clare,  George  A.:  for  damage  to  car,  410 

Clarke,  Mrs.  Mary:  for  personal  injuries,  207 

Clayton,  Minnie  A.:  for  damage  to  fence,  22 

Clinton,  L.  R.:  for  damage  to  car,  410,  415 

Coastwise  Lighterage  Company:  for  damage  to  lighter,  82 

Cobb,  Clarence  A.:  for  damages,  378 

Coburn,  J.  Harold:  for  damage  to  car,  95 

Coelsch,  Katherine  B.:  for  personal  injuries,  22 

Coqgins,  Vivian:  for  loss  of  property,  166 

Cogswell,  Annie:  for  personal  injuries,  58 

Cohan,  Frances:  for  refund,  229 

Cohan,  Mrs.  M.:  for  damage  to  property,  196 

Cohen,  Anna:  for  personal  injuries,  229 

Cohen,  Henry  S.:  for  damage  to  clothing,  135 
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Colarusso,  Ltjigi:  for  damage  to  coat,  28 

Coleman,  Anna  C:  for  personal  injuries,  207 

Colle,  Henry  C:  for  damage  to  car,  47 

Colle,  John  A.:  for  damage  to  taxicab,  47 

Collett,  Mrs.  Sarah  E.:  for  personal  injuries,  223 

Collins.  Horatio  C:  for  personal  injuries,  378 

Collins,  John  F.:  for  Iosb  of  clothing,  125 

Conley,  Thomas  J.:  for  loss  of  clothing,  125 

Connolly,  Francis  V.:  for  personal  injuries,  297 

Connolly,  Thomas:  for  loss  of  property,  229 

Constantine,  Antonio:  for  refund,  248 

Conviser,  Julius:  for  personal  injuries,  22 

Conwell,  Morris:  for  loss  of  ring,  166 

Cook,  Clayton  H:  for  damage  to  car,  363 

Corkery,  Mrs.  Margaret  M.:  for  personal  injuries,  15 

Corkin,  Ruth:  for  personal  injuries,  363 

Correia,  Laura:  for  personal  injuries,  82 

Corrigan,  Mary  A.:  for  glasses  broken,  207 

Corrigan,  W.  E.:  for  damage  to  car,  95 

Cosimo,  Jennie:  for  refund,  317 

Coyne,  Mary  C.  and  James  E.,  Jr.:  for  damage  to  property,  47 

Creamer,  Mrs.  M.  L.:  for  personal  injuries,  229 

Crehan,  John:  for  personal  injuries,  95 

Crescent  Star  Bottling  Company:  for  refund,  166 
Crowley,  Daniel:  for  personal  injuries,  82 
Crowley,  Viola  S.:  for  damage  to  clothing,  393 

Crown  Shade  and  Screen  Company:  for  refund,  121 

Cruikshank,  Joseph  A.:  for  damage  to  car,  147 

Crupi,  Antonio:  for  damage  to  property,  456 

Crus,  Anthony:  for  damage  to  property,  58 
Cunningham,  Patrick:  for  damage  to  property,  317 

Curran,  Beatrice:  for  personal  injuries,  297 

Curran,  Mrs.  James:  for  damage  to  property,  125 

Currier,  Mrs.  J.:  for  damage  to  property,  269 

Cushing,  Mary  A.:  for  damage  to  property,  185 

D.  A.  Schulte,  Inc.:  for  damage  to  property,  410 

Dadaian,  John:  for  refund,  15 

Dahl,  Joseph  N.:  for  personal  injuries,  447 

Daley,  Margaret  L.  and  Henrietta  A.:   for  damage  to  property, 
317 

Daly,  Charles:  for  damage  to  property,  229 

Damato,  Renaldo:  for  damage  to  car,  28 

Dankner,  Irving  R.:  for  damage  to  car,  317 

Darcy,  Stephen  J.:  for  damage  to  car,  166 

Davis,  Anna:  for  personal  injuries,  248 

Davis  Brothers,  Inc.:  for  damage  to  car,  12 

Davis,  Edward  F.:  for  refund,  185 

Davis,  Elizabeth  M.:  for  damage  to  property,  393 

Davis,  George  M.:  for  personal  injuries,  363 

Davis,  George  W.:  for  personal  injuries,  317 

Davis  Habdware  Stores:  for  damage  to  property,  207 

Davis,  Mrs.  Rose  M.:  for  personal  injuries,  28 

Davis,  William  J.:  for  damage  to  property,  410 

D.  C.  Kepner  Leather  Company:  for  damage  to  property,  363 

Deban,  Fred:  for  personal  injuries,  393 

DeBlois,  George  L.,  and  Maddison,  A.  D.:  for  damage  to  property, 
435 

DeCourcey,  Helen  M.:  for  damage  to  property,  410 

DeDomenico,  Mario:  for  personal  injuries,  363 

Deehan,  Hannah:  for  personal  injuries,  378 

DeFalco,  Charles:  for  damage  to  car,  125 

DeFranzi,  Edna:  for  personal  injuries,  393 

Deitch,  Jacob:  for  damage  to  car,  82 

DeLeo,  Michael:  for  personal  injuries,  466 

DeMaggio,  Silvestro:  for  damage  to  truck,  393 

DeMuth,  Mrs.  W.  G.:  for  damage  to  property,  110 

DePaul,  Marie:  for  personal  injuries,  269 

DeRosa,  Angelo  and  Carolina:  for  damage  to  property,  95 

DeSomone,  Joseph:  for  damage  to  car,  456 

DeStefano,  Anthony:  for  damage  to  property,  28 

Dietch,  M.  J.:  for  damage  to  property,  329 

Dillon,  Edward  F.:  for  loss  of  articles,  22 

Dion,  William  J.:  for  damage  to  car,  363 
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DiPietro,  Michael:  for  damage  to  clothing,  363 

Dodge,  E.  D.:  for  damage  to  car,  410 

Dogostin,  L.  M.:  for  damage  to  car,  207 

Doherty,  Emily:  for  personal  injuries,  166 

Doherty,  Julia:  for  injuries  to  daughter,  317 

Doherty,  Mrs.  M.:  for  personal  injuries,  317 

Doherty,  Mrs.  Michael  H.:  for  personal  injuries,  329 

Dolajn,  Joseph  M.:  for  damage  to  car,  297 

Donahue,  Arthur  T.:  for  damage  to  car,  121 

Donley,  Gladys  E.:  for  personal  injuries,  147 

Donnelly,  Mrs.  Dennis:  for  personal  injuries,  229 

Donnelly,  Elizabeth:  for  personal  injuries,  297 

Donovan,  Alice  L.:  for  damage  to  car,  456 

Donovan,  Jeanette  F.:  for  personal  injuries,  410 

Doolin,  Joseph  P.:  for  personal  injuries,  466 

Dorsey,  James  A.:  for  damage  to  car,  269 

Dowd,  Alfred  M.:  for  personal  injuries,  393 

Downs,  Edward:  for  damage  to  property,  269 

Downs,  Mary:  for  personal  injuries,  297 

Doyle,  Anthony  V.:  for  damage  to  car,  269 

Doyle,  Joseph  J.:  for  damage  to  car,  185 

Doyle    Mary  R.:  for  personal  injuries,  435 

Drapeau,  Blanche:  for  refund,  329 

Driscoll,  Dennis  V.:  for  reimbursement  of  judgment,  363 

Driscoll,  Mrs.  Mary:  for  personal  injuries,  125 

Driscoll,  Michael:  for  damage  to  property,  297 

Driscoll,  Michael  A.:  for  damage  to  car,  329 

Duffley,  Francis  B.:  for  personal  injuries,  185 

Durable  Wire  Rope  Company:  for  refund,  121 

Durst,  Frank:  for  damage  to  car,  410 

Dutton's  Roxbury  Store,  Inc.:  for  damage  to  property,  166 

Dwyer,  Margaret  L.:  for  damage  to  property,  393 

Dyer,  Leon  J.:  for  damage  to  car,  12 

Dyer,  Mary:  for  personal  injuries,  110 

East  Coast  Sound  Picture  Company:   for  damage  to  property,  427 

Eastern  Club  Sales  Company:  for  refund,  82 

Eastman,  Emma  B.:  for  damage  to  car,  448 

Eberhard,  Mrs.  L.  E.:  for  damage  to  property,  185 

Eckberg,  Mary:  for  personal  injuries,  269 

Ecker,  Joseph  F.:  for  damage  to  car,  28 

Edwards,  Theodore  W.:  for  personal  injuries,  269 

Egan,  William  M.:  for  refund,  110 

Elfman,  Rose:  for  personal  injuries,  58 

Elibero,  Grazia:  for  refund,  329 

E.  L.  King  &  Co.:  for  refund,  166 

Elliott  Oil  and  Supply  Company:    for  damage  to  property,  269 

Emerson,  Gertrude:  for  personal  injuries,  125 

Evans,  Edgemont  A.:  for  damage  to  property,  378 

Fagelman,  Meyer:  for  personal  injuries,  229 

Farley,  Gertrude  M.:  for  personal  injuries,  207 

Farnum,  Ida  F.  J.:  for  personal  injuries,  207 

Faro,  Lorenzo:  for  damage  to  cart,  297 

Fauvel,  Romeo:  for  damage  to  car,  248 

Federal  Yeast  Corporation:  for  damage  to  car,  58 

Feeney,  William  L.:  for  refund,  317 

Feinberg,  Mrs.  Samuel:  for  personal  injuries,  166 

Fenway  Costume  Company:  for  refund,  393 

Fenway  Hat  Works,  Inc.:  for  refund,  363 

Ferguson,  Euphemia  L.:  for  personal  injuries,  269 

Fessenden,  Fred  W.:  for  damage  to  car,  447 

Fiatarne,  Joseph:  for  personal  injuries,  378,  415 

Fichera,  Frank:  for  damage  to  property,  248 

Fingold,  Nathan:  for  personal  injuries,  12 

Finn,  John  A.:  for  damage  to  car,  393 

FinnegaN,  Thomas  J.:  for  damage  to  property,  393 

Finneran,  Mabel  C:  for  damage  to  property,  185 

First  National  Stores,  Inc.:  for  refund,  12 

Fisher,  Alice:  for  personal  injuries,  427 

Fisher,  Mrs.  George:  for  personal  injuries,  416 

Fitzgerald,  William  J.:  for  personal  injuries,  317 

Flaherty,  Frances  and  Leo:  for  personal  injuries,  22 

Flaherty,  Mary:  for  injuries  to  daughter,  317 
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Fleming,  Margaret  M.:  for  personal  injuries,  329 

Fleming,  Mary  G.:  for  personal  injuries,  207 

Florentino,  Mario:  for  personal  injuries,  456 

Flynn,  Dorothea  M.:  for  damage  to  car,  435 

Flynn,  John  M.:  for  loss  of  clothing,  74 

Flynn,  Nobah  M.:  for  damage  to  property,  229 

Folger,  Thomas  E.:  for  damage  to  car,  22 

Foster,  Cyna:  for  damage  to  car,  12 

Fowler,  Margaret  B.:   for  personal  injuries,  248,  297 

Fraher,  Arthur  V.:  for  reimbursement,  269 

Framer,  Annie:  for  personal  injuries,  435 

Fraticelli,  Patsy:  for  damage  to  car,  121 

Freedman,  Julius,  etal.:  for  damage  to  car  and  for  personal  injuries, 

363 
Freeman,  P.  W.:  for  damage  to  car,  47 
French,  Kenneth  Q.:  for  damage  to  car,  416 
Friary,  Mary  A.:  for  damage  to  property,  196 
Friends,  Alice  F.:  for  personal  injuries,  410 
Fritchie,  W.:  for  refund,  12 
Frustaglio,  Mary  E.:  for  refund,  269 

F.  W.  Woolworth  Company:  for  refund,  58 
Gagliardi,  Mrs.:  for  personal  injuries,  466 
Gale,  Sadie  L.:  for  personal  injuries,  28 
Gallagher,  E.  Florence:  for  damage  to  property,  317 
Gallant,  Rose:  for  personal  injuries,  410 

Gamer,  Sarah:  for  personal  injuries,  329 
Gardner,  Louise  D.:  for  reimbursement,  393 
Garrett,  Hardy  G.:  for  personal  injuries,  166 
Gas  Consumer's  Association:  for  refund,  393 
Gavin,  John  T.:  for  loss  of  articles,  317 
Gay,  Sarah  A.:  for  personal  injuries,  110,  125 
Gazette,  Alice  I.:  for  personal  injuries,  82 

G.  B.  Howard  Company:  for  injury  to  horse,  297 
Gebo,  Gloria  and  Georgette:  for  personal  injuries,  393 
Gerson,  Joseph:  for  damage  to  truck,  416 
Giamnerstras,  Aspasia:  for  refund,  166 
Giannelli,  Frank:  for  personal  injuries,  317 

Giardino,   Louis  H.,  and  Viafora,   Benjamin  J.:  for  damage   to 

property,  350 
Gidori,  Alfredo:  for  personal  injuries,  47 
Gillen,  Jane  F.:  for  personal  injuries,  447 
Girard,  Bertha  M.:  for  loss  of  clothing,  28 
Glennon,  Frank  E.:  for  damage  to  car,  448 
Glovinsky,  Mae:  for  personal  injuries,  207 
Goldberg,  Harold  E.:  for  damage  to  car,  223 
Golden,  H.  L.:  for  repair  expenses,  95 
Goldman,  Florence  E.:  for  personal  injuries,  410 
Goodwin,  Clifford:  for  damage  to  clothing,  297 
Goren,  Pauline:  for  personal  injuries,  329 
Gob  Wong  Yang:  for  refund,  82 
Gordon,  Maurice:  for  damage  to  property,  248 
Gorfinkle,  Becky:  for  personal  injuries,  58 
Grace,  Edward  J.:  for  personal  injuries,  269 
Grace,  Mary:  for  personal  injuries,  207 
Gradwell,  Charles:  for  personal  injuries,  393 
Graham,  Edward  T.  P.:  for  expenses  incurred,  58 
Grant,  Florence  M.:  for  personal  injuries,  166 
Grant,  Mrs.  George  A.:  for  personal  injuries,  82 
Grasso,  Joseph:  for  refund,  466 
Greatrix,  Paul:  for  personal  injuries,  269 
Greaves,  Chester  T.:  for  damage  to  car,  95 
Green,  Lilla  B.:  for  personal  injuries,  207 
Green,  Martin  E.:  for  personal  injuries,  47 
Green  Shoe  Manufacturing  Company:  for  refund,  297 
Gregoire,  S.  C:  for  damage  to  car,  229 
Griffin,  William  J.:  for  damage  to  property,  297 
Grouczykowski,  Catherine:  for  collapse  of  boiler,  393 
Gruebey,  Walter  G.:  for  personal  injuries,  317 
Guerino,  Giuseppe:  for  refund,  297 
Gustafson,  John  G.:  for  damage  to  car,  207 
Hackett,  Catherine  E.:  for  damage  to  car,  350 
Hackett,  Dorothy  E.:  for  loss  of  clothing,  297 
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Haggerty,  Margaret  A.:  for  personal  injuries,  411 
Halpern,  Solomon:  for  personal  injuries,  416 
Hamilton,  Ella:  for  refund,  207 
Hangland,  Richard:  for  damage  to  property,  317 
Hanley,  John:  for  personal  injuries,  410 
Hanlon,  William  F.:  for  loss  of  clothing,  125 
Hanrahan,  Nellie  J.:  for  damage  to  car,  410 
Hardon,  J.  B.:  for  damage  to  car,  74 
Harrison,  Ellen:  for  personal  injuries,  269 
Hart,  Catherine:  for  personal  injuries,  58 
Hartnett,  Francis:  for  damage  to  car,  15 
Harvard  Lunch:  for  refund,  378 
Hastings,  William  B.:  for  damage  to  car,  410 
Hatch,  Ralph  L.:  for  damage  to  car,  393 
Haverty,  John  F.:  for  damage  to  car,  207 
Hawkins,  James  L.:  for  personal  injuries,  393 
Hawkins,  William  O.:  for  judgment,  125 
Hayes-Bickford  Lunch  System:  for  refund,  121 
Hayes,  John:  for  loss  of  instrument,  329 
Healy,  Joseph  F.:  for  damage  to  property,  269 
Helbig,  Mary:  for  personal  injuries,  297 
Helman,  Fannie:  for  personal  injuries,  147 
Hennessey,  John  H.,  for  damage  to  car,  456 
Hennessy,  Anna:  for  damage  to  property,  248 
Hersey,  Raphael:  for  refund,  22 
Hesselschwerdt,  August  L.:  for  damage  to  car,  82 
Hession,  Katherine  P.:  for  personal  injuries,  223 
Hewitt,  Grace:  for  personal  injuries,  229 
Hickey,  William:  for  personal  injuries,  248 
Hillery,  Paul  F.:  for  damage  to  car,  135 
Hilt,  Mrs.  R.:  for  damage  to  property,  269 
Hitchcock,  A.  H.:  for  damage  to  car,  393 
Hodgkins,  Florence:  for  personal  injuries,  363 
Hoffman,  George:  for  damage  to  car,  229 
Holderried,  Lawrence  W.:  for  damage  to  property,  185 
Holmes,  Thomas  J.:  for  damage  to  property,  207 
Hommell,  Edward  H.:  for  loss  of  clothing,  125 
Honsey,  John  W.:  for  damage  to  clothing,  269 
Hopkins,  Edward  L.:  for  damage  to  property,  297 
Horne,  Mary  A.:  for  personal  injuries,  125 
Horrigan,  William  J.:  for  damage  to  car,  185 
Houghton  &  Dutton  Company:  for  merchandise,  15 
Housman,  Gladys  K.:  for  damage  to  property,  410 
Howard,  Mary  E.:  for  personal  injuries,  393 
Howe,  Harold  L.:  for  adjustment,  223 
Hughes,  Annie  B.:  for  personal  injuries,  448 
Hull,  James  T.:  for  damage  to  car,  410 
Hulme,  Hilda  M.:  for  damage  to  property,  248 
Humboldt  Plumbing  and  Heating  Company:  for  damage  to  car,  22 
Humphreys,  Adrian  C:  for  damage  to  property,  196 
Hunter,  Allen  R.:   for  personal  injuries,  135 
Hurlburt,  Joseph:  for  loss  of  ring,  297 
Hussey,  Harland  F.:  for  refund,  269 

Hyde,  Clarence  E.:  for  reimbursement  for  judgment,  416 
Imparato,  Mary:  for  personal  injuries,  393 
Imperial  Amusement  Company:  for  refund,  15 
International  Printing  Ink  Corporation:  for  damage  to  prop- 
erty, 185 
Irving  &  Williams:   for  refund,  363 
Jackson,  Charles  A.:  for  personal  injuries,  121 
Jackson,  John  D.:  for  damage  to  car,  110 
Jacobs,  Louis:  for  personal  injuries,  166 
Jaeger,  George:  for  damage  to  car,  297 
James,  Hazel  M.:  for  reimbursement,  care  of  patient,  363 
James  T.  Keating  Company:  for  damage  to  property,  363 
Jesson,  Emma  L.:  for  personal  injuries,  95 
J.  J.  Casey  and  Son,  Inc.:  for  damage  to  truck,  74 
John  A.  Lowell  Bank  Note  Company:  for  refund,  317 
Johnson,  W.  I.,  Jr.:  for  personal  injuries,  207 
Jones,  M.  B.,  Jr.:  for  damage  to  car,  416  . 

Jose,  Marie:  for  personal  injuries,  22 
Jowders,  Helen  E.:  for  damage  to  clothing,  248 
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Claims,  continued. 

Kalbskopf,  Mathilde:  for  damage  to  property,  416 
Kalls,  Mary:  for  loss  of  clothing,  196 
Kabdoose,  Nicholas:  for  personal  injuries,  393 
Kawana,  John:  for  damage  to  car,  82 
Keary,  Alice:  for  loss  of  dress,  435 
Keeler,  Mrs.  Frank:  for  loss  of  money,  297 
Keen  an,  M.  J.:  for  refund,  47 

Kehoe,  Mrs.  Florence  M.:  for  damage  to  car,  110 
Keiran,  Adelaide  T.:  for  damage  to  clothing,  393 
Kelley,  Wilfred  F.:  for  damage  to  car,  416 
Kelson,  Philip:  for  refund,  329 
Kenealy,  Marion  J.:  for  personal  injuries,  270 
Kennedy,  Mrs.  A.:  for  personal  injuries,  95 
Kennedy,  Florence:  for  damage  to  false  teeth,  393 
Kennedy,  William  P.:  for  damage  to  car,  270 
Kenney,  Hannah  W.:  for  personal  injuries,  317 
Kenney,  Mary:  for  loss  of  hens,  58 
Kenney,  Theresa:  for  personal  injuries,  233 
Kerrigan,  Joseph  G.:  for  loss  of  clothing,  125 
Kieran,  Esther:  for  personal  injuries,  270 
Kiernan,  Annie:  for  personal  injuries,  350 
Kingston,  Mary:  for  damage  to  property,  364 
Knight,  Mary  W.:  for  damage  to  property,  121 
Kohler,  Iver  E.:  for  damage  to  car,  435 
Kollock,  Edward  D.:  for  damage  to  property,  297 
Koss,  Albert  E.:  for  damage  to  car,  207,  223 
Kramer,  A.  Louis:  for  damage  to  car,  411 
Kroner,  William:  for  damage  to  car,  410 
Kurland,  Shirley:  for  personal  injuries,  482 
Kurth,  Henry  R. :  for  damage  to  property,  317 
LaCentra,  Robert  A.,  &  Co.:  for  damage  to  truck,  110 
Laffey,  John  J.:  for  damage  to  car,  317 
Lagamasino,  Andrew:  for  damage  to  property,  364 
La  Marche,  Fred:  for  personal  injuries,  378 

Lambertus,  Samuel:  for  damage  to  property,  22 

Lane,  Anna  G.:  for  personal  injuries,  207 

Langguth,  Anton  F.:  for  personal  injuries,  410 
Lannon,  J.  J.:  for  damage  to  car,  393 

Lanoue   Wilmer:  for  personal  injuries,  22 

LaPilato,  Gabriel:  for  damage  to  property,  329 

Lapuck,  Joseph  H.:  for  damage  to  property,  12 

Laracy,  Cyril:  for  personal  injuries,  435 

Labcom,  Mae:  for  refund,  166 

Lawler,  B.  M.:  for  damage  to  property,  110 

Leary,  Mary  J.:  for  personal  injuries,  448 

Leavitt,  Elsie  K.:  for  personal  injuries,  58 

Lebovitz,  Albert:  for  personal  injuries,  58 

Leichtman,  Mary  A.:  for  personal  injuries,  47 

Lemansku,  John:  for  personal  injuries,  317 

Lepler,  Betty:  for  personal  injuries,  393 

Leslie,  George  A.:  for  refund,  297 

Leviseur  &  Co.:  for  damage  to  property,  393 

Levy,  Rose:  for  personal  injuries,  82 

Lewis,  Reuben:  for  personal  injuries,  166 

Lincoln  Hotel  Company  et  al.\  for  damage  to  property,  248 

Lindman,  Anita:  for  personal  injuries,  135 

Lindstrom,  Olivia  S.:  for  personal  injuries,  416 

Lipoufsky,  Lillian:  for  personal  injuries,  196 

Litchfield,  Miss  L.  M.:  for  personal  injuries,  297 

Little  Lady  Shop,  Inc.:  for  refund,  82 

L.  K.  Liggett  Company:  for  refund,  15 

Logan,  Mary  J.:  for  damage  to  car,  317 

Loglio,  Giuseppe:  for  personal  injuries,  466 

Long,  Carrie  E.:  for  personal  injuries,  82 

Lotkin,  Isaac  B.:  for  damage  to  car,  58 

Lotto,  Abram  M.:  for  refund,  297 

Lowney,  Francis  A.:  for  damage  to  car,  12 

Lucius  Beebe  &  Sons,  Inc.:  for  damage  to  property,  363 

Lupica,  Rose:  for  personal  injuries,  364 

Lydon,  Mrs.  Matthew:  for  personal  injuries,  297 

Lynch,  John  P.:  for  damage  to  car,  364 

MacCormick,  C.  F.:  for  damage  to  car,  482 
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Macdonald,  Joseph  A.:  for  damage  to  property,  350 

MacDonald,  Jane  V.:  for  personal  injuries,  466 

MacDonald,  Lillian:  for  damage  to  property,  378 

MacGillivary,  Annie:  for  loss  of  money,  125 

Machey,  Walter:  for  reimbursement,  297 

Magnes,  Harry:  for  loss  of  ring,  329 

Maguire,  Daniel  C.i  for  injury  to  dog,  364 

Maguire,  Patrick:  for  personal  injuries,  456 

Mahoney,  J.  J.:  for  damage  to  car,  329;  for  damage  to  property,  364 

MacKay,  John:  for  loss  of  teeth,  229 

MacKinnon,  Laura:  for  personal  injuries,  75 

Madden,  John:  for  personal  injuries,  248 

Mahan,  Catherine:  for  personal  injuries,  22 

Mallard,  John  J.:  for  damage  to  car,  110 

Mangherini,  Gaetano:  for  personal  injuries,  297 

Mann,  Marie  C:  for  loss  of  clothing,  297 

Manning,  Patrick:  for  personal  injuries,  297 

M anson,  W.  H:  for  damage  to  oar,  248 

Mario,  AntoniNette:  for  personal  injuries,  393 

Marshall,  John  G.:  for  refund,  297 

Martell,  John  E.:  for  damage  to  car,  74 

Martin,  Edmund:  for  damage  to  car,  482 

Martin,  Mrs.  Frances:  for  personal  injuries,  82 

Martin,  Herbert:  for  damage  to  car,  12 

Masotta,  John:  for  damage  to  truck,  378 

Masotta,  Stella:  for  personal  injuries,  466 

Massachusetts  Motor  Car  Company:  for  refund,  15 

Mavromates,  John  A.:  for  personal  injuries,  456 

McAveeney,  Humphrey  J.:  for  personal  injuries,  393 

McCabe,  Anna  L.:  for  damage  to  property,  270 

McCann,  James:  for  personal  injuries,  166 

McCabron,  Geetbude  R.:  for  personal  injuries,  95 

McCabihy,  Edna:  for  personal  injuries,  207 

McCabthy,  Jebemiah:  for  damage  to  car,  22 

McCabtin,  John  F.:  for  damage  to  clothing,  110 

McClare,  William  H:  for  damage  to  property,  248 

McCone,  Thomas  J.:  for  damage  to  car,  364 

McCobmack,  Maey:  for  personal  injuries,  317 
McDade,  Anna  J.:  for  personal  injuries,  223 
McDermott,  Josephine:  for  personal  injuries,  393 
McDermott,  Patrick:  for  reimbursement,  74 
McDonough,  Mary  F.:  for  loss  of  clothing,  12 
McDonough,  Mbs.  Isabel  F.:  for  damage  to  car,  58 
McDougal,  Gladys:  for  personal  injuries,  270 
McEacheen,  Chaeles  L.:  for  damage  to  car,  350 
McElenay,  Janet  S.:  for  personal  injuries,  297 
McEnaney,  Thomas  O.:  for  damage  to  property,  317 
McGaeey,  Thomas  S.:  for  personal  injuries,  297 
McGee,  Anna  J.:  for  personal  injuries,  15 
McGough,  Michael  J.:  for  services  as  diver,  329 
McGeath,  Michael  J.:  for  damage  to  property,  393 
McHugh,  Julia  F.:  for  loss  of  money,  147 
McHugh,  Maetin  L.,  et  al.:  for  damage  to  property,  15 
McKenna,  Geoege  E.:  for  damage  to  property,  297 
McKenzie,  Anna  L.:  for  personal  injuries,  248 
McKinnon,  Allan  J.:  for  damage  to  automobile,  317 
McLaughlin,  Mrs.  Rose:  for  damage  to  property,  95 
McLaughlin,  Samuel:  for  damage  to  property,  74,  82 
McLean,  Louise:  for  personal  injuries,  82 
McManany,  Gertrude  E.:  for  personal  injuries,  297 
McNamara,  Frank  L.:  for  personal  injuries,  456 
McNamara,  James  P.:  for  personal  injuries,  207 
McQuillan,  Mary  L.:  for  personal  injuries,  196 
Meanix,  William  H:  for  damage  to  property,  329 
Meehan,  James:  for  damage  to  property,  410 
Meli,  Joseph:  for  refund,  410 
Meecurio,  Lena:  for  personal  injuries,  270 
Michaels,  Mrs.  M.:  for  refund,  22 
Michaelson,  Samuel:  for  injuries  to  son,  317 
Miller,  Agnes  T.:  for  personal  injuries,  270 
Miller,  Clara  M.:  for  damage  to  property,  82 
Millee  Deug  Company:  for  damage  to  property,  393 
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Miller,  Helen:  for  personal  injuries,  28 

Milleh,  Louis:  for  personal  injuries,  410 

Miller,  Sarah  E.:  for  damage  to  clothing,  270 

Millerick  Brothers:  for  damage  to  car,  166 

Millerick  Brothers  et  al.:  for  personal  injuries,  435 

Millett,  Dorothy  L.:  for  damage  to  property,  229 

Mills,  Dorothy  E.:  for  personal  injuries,  229 

Minkosky,  Max:  for  refund,  350 

Mitchell,  Stephen:  for  damage  to  car,  410 

Modica,  Mario:  for  personal  injuries,  466 

Monaqhan,  A.  F.:  for  refund,  297 

Mooney,  J.  W.:  for  damage  to  property,  350 

Mooney,  Katherine  G.:  for  damage  to  property,  448 

Moore,  Emma:  for  personal  injuries,  297 

Moore,  James  I.:  for  personal  injuries,  297 

Moore,  Mrs.  James  P.:  for  personal  injuries,  207 

Moran,  Frances:   for  personal  injuries,  248 

Moran,  Richard:  for  personal  injuries,  364 

Morgan,  Bridget:  for  damage  to  car,  22 

Morgan,  Lyman  J.:  for  damage  to  property,  329 

Morisette,  Paul:  for  damage  to  car,  329 

Morris,  T.  E.:  for  damage  to  car,  427 

Morrison,  Edward  J.:  for  personal  injuries,  427 

Morrison,  Estate  op  Sarah  L.:  for  damage  to  property,  410 

Morrissey,  Lucy:  for  personal  injuries,  297 

Morrissey,  Mrs.  Patrick  J.:  for  damage  to  car,  329 

Morrissey,  Thomas  J.:  for  damage  to  car,  207 

Morse,  Don  Frederick:  for  damage  to  car,  125 

Moscardini,  P.:  for  damage  to  property,  95 

Motor  Sales  Company:  for  damage  to  car,  121 

Mulcahey,  Catherine:  for  personal  injuries,  22 

Mulhearn,  Bernard  J.:  for  damage  to  property,  410 

Mulone,  James:  for  damage  to  car,  74 

Mulrean,  Annie:  for  personal  injuries,  270 

Murphy,  Edward  C:  for  damage  to  taxicab,  47 

Murphy,  Edward  P.:  for  personal  injuries,  166 

Murphy,  Francis  M.:  for  personal  injuries,  270 

Murphy,  John  J.:  for  personal  injuries,  270 

Murphy,  Timothy  F.:  for  damage  to  property,  22,  229 

Murphy,  Mrs.  William  H.:  for  refund,  147 

Muscarella,  Giuseppe:  for  refund,  416 

Muscarella,  Joseph:  for  refund,  378 

Nelson,  Simon:  for  damage  to  property,  482 

Nethercote,  Leo  M.:  for  damage  to  ear,  410 

Neszery,  Charles  W.:  for  damage  to  property,  416 

Nettle,  Alfred:  for  loss  of  clothing,  110 

New  England  Creamery  Products  Company:    for  damage  to  car, 

223 
Newell,  Frank  H.:  for  damage  to  car,  12 
Newman,  James  E.:  for  loss  of  clothing,  125 
Nicholson,  Mrs.  John:  for  personal  injuries,  270 
Nickerson,  Harold  J.:  for  damage  to  property,  166 
Nickerson,  William  P.:  for  damage  to  truck,  297 
Norton,  Mrs.  Kay  N.:  for  damage  to  property,  248 
Norton,  J.  M:.  for  personal  injuries,  270 
Norton,  Joseph  E.:  for  personal  injuries,  270 
Novakoff,  Ida:  for  damage  to  car,  125 
Nugent,  Mrs.  William:  for  torn  coat,  466 
Nuzzo,  Rose:  for  personal  injuries,  456 
Ober,  Harry:  for  damage  to  car,  74 
O'Brien,  Gertrude:  for  personal  injuries,  270 
O'Brien,  James  M.:  for  repairing  drain,  110 
O'Brien,  Leo  F.:  for  damage  to  car,  427 

O'Brien,  William  and  Margaret:  for  damage  to  property,  350 
O'Connell,  Albert  L.  and  Celia  L.:  for  personal  injuries,  58 
O'Connell,  Anna  J.:  for  personal  injuries,  82 
O'Connor,  Lillian:  for  personal  injuries,  185 
O'Donnell,  Luke  A.:  for  loss  of  clothing,  125 
O'Flaherty,  Patrick  J.:  for  damage  to  property,  270 
O'Leary,  Elizabeth  A.:  for  personal  injuries,  110 
O'Leary,  John  M.:  for  loss  of  property,  329 
O'Meara,  P.  F.:  for  refund,  196 


Claims,  continued. 

O'Neil,  George  F.:  for  damage  to  clothing,  427 

O'Neill,  John  P.:  for  loss  of  clothing,  82 

O'Neill,  Joseph:  for  damage  to  car,  47 

Osol,  John  A.  and  Lydia:  for  damage  to  boiler,  410 

Ostrovitz,  Reuben:  for  personal  injuries,  393 

Owens,  Walter  P.:  for  damage  to  property,  297 

Pace,  George  M.:  for  personal  injuries,  297 

Pagliarulo,  Thomas:  for  damage  to  property,  456 

Paine,  Richard  S.:  for  refund,  82 

Pandlo,  Leo:  for  refund,  12 

Panella,  Joseph:   for  damage  to  property,  229 

Parker,  F.  H.:   for  payment  for  laying  pipe,  185 

Pabslow,  Caroline:  for  damage  to  car,  22 

Paul,  Mrs.  C:  for  refund,  82 

Paul,  Mary  Clark:  for  refund,  110 

Pearl,  Meyer:  for  damage  to  property,  248 

Pellegrini,  Anna:  for  damage  to  property,  410 

Pendergast,  David:  for  personal  injuries,  185 

Penpraese,  Edward  F.:  for  loss  of  property,  297 

Perrachi,  Joseph:  for  damage  to  car,  270 

Perruccone,  Mrs.  Rosa:  for  personal  injuries,  15 

Perry  Signs  Company:  for  refund,  317 

Peterson,  Axel  F.:  for  expenses  incurred,  229 

Peterson,  Sidney:  for  damage  to  car,  58 

Photo  Finishing  Company:  for  personal  injuries,  229 

Piantedosi,  Carmine:  for  damage  to  car,  12 

Pilgrim  Lunch,  Inc.:  for  refund,  229 

P.  J.  Beauchesne,  Inc.:  for  damage  to  truck,  121 

Plumer,  Eleanor  A.:  for  personal  injuries,  207 

Plymouth  Rock  Gelatine  Company:    for  damage  to  property,  364 

Pollan,  Mrs.  Bessie:  for  personal  injuries,  135 

Poole  Printing  Company:  for  refund,  448 

Pope,  Anna  F.:  for  loss  of  money,  248 

Priscilla  Sears  Confectionery  Company:  for  refund,  435 

Pugliano,  Mrs.:  for  loss  of  clothing,  410 

Putnam,  Baulah  C:  for  damage  to  car,  297 

Quality  Provision  Company:  for  damage  to  car,  223 

Quinn.  Effie  B.:  for  damage  to  property,  196 

Quinn,  Frank  J.:  for  damage  to  car,  364 

Quinn,  Julia  A.:  for  damage  to  property,  82 

Rachels,  John  A.:  for  damage  to  car,  166 

Rafferty,  Mary:  for  personal  injuries,  147 

Ramsdell,  Elmer  P.:  for  personal  injuries,  364 

Randall,  Louise  G.:  for  personal  injuries,  393 

Reagan,  Julia  G.:  for  personal  injuries,  427 

Reardon,  James  A.:  for  personal  injuries,  378 

Reardon,  Mary:  for  personal  injuries,  393 

Recall  Lunch:  for  refund,  125 

Reccagni,  Filomena:  for  damage  to  car,  329 

Regan,  Catherine:  for  personal  injuries,  411 

Regan,  Catherine  J.:  for  personal  injuries,  196 

R.  H.  White  Company:  for  refund,  135 

Reid,  Mrs.  Margaret:  for  loss  of  dress,  28 

Reilly,  James  B.:  for  loss  of  clothing,  125 

Rengucci,  Angela:  for  personal  injuries,  297 

Repetto,  John:  for  damage  to  car,  58 

Repucci,  Caruccia:  for  damage  to  clothing,  350 

Resnick,  Samuel:  for  damage  to  property,  448 

Rhone,  Herbert  E.:  for  damage  to  car,  297 

Ricchio,  Lodovico:  for  damage  to  property,  248 

Rich,  Chester  D.:  for  damage  to  car,  15 

Riedel,  Robert:  for  damage  to  car,  74 

Ring,  Charles  W.:  for  personal  injuries,  166 

Riordan,  Charles  E.:  for  reinbursement,  448 

Roan,  Frank  M.:  for  damage  to  car,  364 

Robbio,  Josephine:  for  personal  injuries,  196 

Roberts,  Charles  F.:  for  damage  to  car,  456 

Robinson,  Mrs.  James  B.:  for  damage  to  property,  378 

Robinson,  Theodore:  for  personal  injuries,  166 

Roche,  James  B.:  for  reimbursement,  270 

Rodd,  Mrs.  Edna  J.:  for  loss  of  clothing,  82 

Roeder,  R.  C:  for  damage  to  car,  427 
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Claims,  continued. 

Rogers,  Frederick:  for  personal  injuries,  297 

Ronan,  Francis  E.:  for  damage  to  car,  229 

Roscoe,  Laura:  for  personal  injuries,  378 

Rosenberg,  Bessie:  for  personal  injuries,  74 

Rosenberg,  Celia  K.:  for  personal  injuries,  196 

Rosenfield,  Jacob:  for  damage  to  truck,  229 

Roslinoid  Manufacturing  Company:  for  refund,  12 

Ross,  Ena:  for  personal  injuries,  297 

Ross,  Mary:  for  personal  injuries,  270 

Ross,  Mary  C:  for  personal  injuries,  482 

Ross,  Moses  M.:  for  damage  to  property,  125 

Roubapis,  John;  for  refund,  15 

Rowe,  Charles  J.:  for  damage  to  car,  110 

Roxbury  Garage,  Inc:  for  damage  to  car,  58 

Rozes,  V.  G.:  for  refund,  297 

Rugg,  Frederick  W.:  for  damage  to  car,  416 

Rumsey,  Samuel:  for  damage  to  property,  15,  229 

Russell,  Josephine  F.:  for  personal  injuries.  58 

Russo,  Mary:  for  personal  injuries,  364,  393 

Ryan,  John  J.:  for  damage  to  car,  248 

Ryan,  Margaret:  for  persoanl  injuries,  393 

Ryan,  William  F.:  for  personal  injuries,  47 

Ryley,  Melvin:  for  personal  injuries,  456 

Sabbia,  Patrick  A.:  for  personal  injuries,  229 

Sagermister,  S.:  for  damage  to  car,  317 

Saggis,  Giovanni:  for  damage  to  property,  374 

St.  Laurent,  Mr.:  for  damage  to  car,  229 

Saklad,  Dr.  William:  for  loss  of  golf  clubs,  364 

Sam  aha,  John  R.:  for  refund,  229 

Sampson,  Stuart  A.:  for  damage  to  car,  121 

Samuel  H.  White  Company,  Inc.:  for  damage  to  property,  121 

Sanderson,  Harold:  for  personal  injuries,  435 

Sangiolo,  Giovanni:  for  refund,  125 

Sawyer,  Carroll  W.:  for  personal  injuries,  125 

Scarpa,  Carmine:  for  personal  injuries,  466 

Scheffleb,  Ella  G.:  for  personal  injuries,  47 

Schlosberg,  Louis  H.:  for  damage  to  car,  427 

Schmid,  Frederick  P.:  for  damage  to  car,  364 

Schneider,  Israel:  for  refund,  12 

Schnetzer,  Mildred:  for  personal  injuries,  410 

Scholnick  Shoe  Company:  for  damage  to  car,  110 

Schwartz  &  Geltman:  for  refund,  410 

Sciaraffe,  Michele:  for  personal  injuries,  58 

Scop  a,  Anthony:  for  personal  injuries,  207 

Scott,  Charles:  for  personal  injuries,  297 

Screenan,  James  J.:  for  personal  injuries,  125 

Sederouist,  Hebrick  A.:  for  personal  injuries,  427,  456 

Segal,  Joseph:  for  damage  to  property,  15 

Selengut,  Benjamin:  for  damage  to  car,  270 

Senders,  Henry  H.:  for  damage  to  property,  22 

Senopoulos,  Peter:  for  refund,  82 

Shaw's  Express:  for  damage  to  truck,  82 

Shaw's  Sandwich  Shops,  Inc.:  for  refund,  110 

Sherer,  David:  for  loss  of  shoes,  466 

Sherman  Paper  Products  Corporation:  for  damage  to  property, 

364 
Shultz,  Mary:  for  personal  injuries,  297 
Shumavonian,  Leo  P.:  for  damage  to  car,  12 
Sigel,  Samuel  J.:  for  refund,  350 
Signorello,  Mrs.  Rose:  for  personal  injuries,  248 
Silva,  Albert:  for  damage  to  property,  229 
Simeo,  Sales  Service:  for  damage  to  truck,  248 
Simmons,  Catherine:  for  personal  injuries,  410 
Skinner  Organ  Company:  for  damage  to  property,  317 
Slotnik,  Eli:  for  damage  to  car,  12 
Smith,  Anna:  for  damage  to  clothing,  248 
Smith,  John  J.:  for  refund,  248 
Smith,  Joseph:  for  damage  to  property,  435 
Sonion,  A.:  for  damage  to  car,  435 
Sorgi,  Catherine:  for  personal  injuries,  448 
South  Boston  Furniture  Company:  for  damage  to  truck,  208 
Southall,  Mrs.  Arthur:  for  injuries  to  son,  317 


Claims,  continued. 

Spicer,  George  H.:  for  personal  injuries,  125 

Souillaciote,  A.:  for  refund,  416 

Stanley,  William  F.:  for  loss  of  clothing,  125 

Stanloke,  Edward  H.:  for  damage  to  car,  482 

Sterling  Supply  Company:  for  refund,  196 

Stearns,  H.  L.:  for  refund,  297 

Steele,  Thomas  A.:  for  damage  to  truck,  410 

Stiglitz,  Arthur,  el  al.:  for  damage  to  car,  229 

Stoddard,  Charles:  for  damage  to  coat,  229 

Stollow,  B.:  for  damage  to  car,  350,  393 

Stone,  Louis:  for  refund,  248 

Stone,  Philip  L.:  for  damage  to  clothing,  364 

Stone,  Sadie:  for  damage  to  property,  466 

Suffolk  Real  Estate  Trust,  Trustees  of:  for  damage  to  property 

482 
Suffolk  Sugar  Supply  Company:  for  damage  to  car,  110 
Sugarman,  Charles:  for  personal  injuries,  270 
Sullivan,  Patrick  J.:  for  damage  to  property,  229 
Sullivan,  Paul  C:  for  damage  to  bicycle,  297 
Sullivan,  Rebecca  H.:  for  personal  injuries,  223 
Sumner,  Nellie  S.:  for  personal  injuries,  427 
Superior  Clothing  Company:  for  refund,  22 
Supple,  Christopher  J.:  for  damage  to  property,  456 
Sutkus,  Beatrice:  for  loss  of  money,  329 
Swangren,  Oscar  W.:  for  damage  to  property  207 
Sweeney,  Nora:  for  damage  to  property,  435 
Swiatek,  Dr.  Frank  R.:  for  loss  of  money,  270 
Sylvester,  Jennie:  for  damage  to  car,  207 
Symonds,  Betty:  for  personal  injuries,  248 
Tabi,  Salvatore:  for  damage  to  property,  121 
Taggart,  Walter  F.:  for  personal  injuries,  74 
Talabach,  Costa:  for  damage  to  property,  82 
Tarpey,  Thomas  P.:  for  damage  to  property,  196 
Tatel,  Paul:  for  damage  to  car,  58 
Tatelman,  Dora:  for  damage  to  property,  121 
TeehaN,  Matilda:  for  personal  injuries,  270 
Tempesta,  Joseph:  for  damage  to  car,  410 
Terravechia,  Charles:  for  personal  injuries,  248 
Testa,  Mrs.  A.:  for  damage  to  property,  270 
Testa,  Cosmo  J.:  for  refund,  196 
Thayer,  Mrs.  E.  R.:  for  damage  to  property,  95 
Thomas,  Ann  E.:  for  personal  injuries,  435 
Thompson,  Joseph:  for  refund,  410 
Thomson,  R.  S.:  for  damage  to  car,  410 

Tims,  Joseph  F. :  for  personal  injuries  and  damage  to  car,  364 
Tjaerlis,  Anthony:  for  personal  injuries,  166 
Toomey,  J.  J.:  for  damage  to  property,  297 
Toomey,  J.  J.:  for  personal  injuries,  329 
Torf,  Norman:  for  damage  to  car,  15 
Torman,  A.:  for  refund,  297 
Trainor,  Mary  J.:  for  damage  to  car,  95 
Tramonte,  Anna  and  Olympia:  for  personal  injuries,  448 
Traverse,  John  and  Annie:  for  damage  to  property,  350 
Troville,  Mrs.  Rita  A.:  for  personal  injuries,  416 
Troy  Brothers  &  Co.,  Inc.:  for  damage  to  fence,  297 
Tufts,  John  S.:  for  damage  to  car,  185 
United  States  Post  Office:  for  damage  to  mail  truck,  74 
Upton,  George:  for  damage  to  property,  229 
Urbanowski,  Genevieve:  for  personal  injuries,  28 
Van  Baars,  Nellie:  for  damage  to  property,  248 
Van  Emden,  Louis  A.:  for  damage  to  car,  248 
A' an  Teslaar,  Sofiar:  for  personal  injuries,  297 
Vargas,  John  E.:  for  personal  injuries,  229 
Vaughan,  Frederick  T.:  for  damage  to  car,  247 
Vengrow,  Morris:  for  personal  injuries,  393 
Waldman,  Christopher:  for  damage  to  property,  297 
Walsh,  John  E.:  for  damage  to  clothing,  448 
Warner,  Frederick  L.:  for  damage  to  car,  196 
Waugh,  James  H.,  Jr.:  for  reimbursement,  297 
W.  E.  E.  W.  and  H.  F.  Phillips:  for  damage  to  elevator,  270 
Webster,  Theodore  A.:  for  damage  to  car,  427 
Weiner,  Samuel:  for  damage  to  car,  411 
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Claims,  continued. 

Wells,  Anna  B.:  for  personal  injuries,  411 
Wentworth,  George  F.:  for  damage  to  property,  394 
Westerberg,  Oscar  G.:  for  damage  to  car,  378 
Westwood  Farm  Milk  Company:  for  damage  to  wagon,  317 
White,  June:  for  personal  injuries,  416 
Whitehead,  Elsie:  for  loss  of  clothing,  448 
Whitehead,  L.  L.:  for  loss  of  clothing,  74 
Whitehouse,  Ralph  B.:  for  damage  to  car,  147 
Whiting  Milk  Companies:  for  death  of  horse,  317,  329 
Whitney  Brothers:  for  damage  to  property,  121 
Whitstead,  D.  A.:  for  damage  to  property,  466 
Wiggin,  Sarah  E.:  for  personal  injuries,  47 
Wight,  Ada:  for  damage  to  property,  394 
Wihanto,  A.  K.:  for  refund,  248 
Wilbur-Rogers:  for  refund,  364 
Wildes,  K.  N.:  for  damage  to  car,  411 
Williams  &  Bangs:  for  damage  to  property,  350 
Wilson,  Butler  R.,  Jr.:  for  damage  to  car,  82 
Wolff,  Fording  &  Company:  for  damage  to  property,  270 
Wright,  Barbara:  for  personal  injuries,  47 
Wright,  Helen  S.:  for  damage  to  clothing,  378 
Yee,  Charlie:  for  refund,  394 
Young,  Lottie  T. :  for  damage  to  property,  196 
Young,  Mildred:  for  personal  injuries,  394 
Zallen,  Joseph:  for  damage  to  truck,  297 
Zeltzerman,  Minnie:  for  damage  to  car,  270 
Zewley,  Josephine:  for  personal  injuries,  411 
Ziskind,  William:  for  personal  injuries,  364 
Zubel,  Blanche  Mary:  for  personal  injuries,  58 
payments: 

Carpenter,  Thorne  M.:    report  on  order  accepted,  order  passed,  32 
Clinton,  Charles  F.:  report  on  order  accepted,  order  passed,  32 
Craig,  John  A.:  report  on  order  accepted,  order  passed,  32 
Dbiscoll,    Dennis   V.:    report   on   petition   with   order  for  SI, 750, 

to  be  charged  to  reserve  fund,  report  accepted,  order  passed,  450 
Fraher,  Arthur  V.:  report  on  petition  with  order  for  S547.40,  to 

be  charged  to  reserve  fund,  397-report  accepted,  order  passed,  398 
Gentles  Baking  Company:  report   on   petition    (1929;    with   order 

for  $400,  report  accepted,  order  passed,  495 
Hawkins,  William  O.:  report  on  order  accepted,  order  passed,   137; 

report  on  order  accepted,  order  passed,  137 
Kenney,  Mary  P.:  report  on  order  accepted,  order  passed,  191 
Knapp,  George  J.:  report  on  order  accepted,  order  passed,  428 
Paul,  Mary  Clark:  report  on  order  accepted,  order  passed,  191 
Ring,  Charles  W.:  report  on   petition  with   order  for  $300,   to  be 

charged  to  reserve  fund,  report  accepted,  order  passed,  436 
Sterling  Farms  Milk  Company:  report  on  petition  with  order  for 

$400,  report  accepted,  order  passed,  450 
report  of  committee: 

submitted,  495-report  accepted,  ordered  printed,  495 


Clarendon  Avenue,  Ward  18. 

order  to  accept  and  lay  out,  passed,  387 

Clarendon  Park,  Ward  18. 

order  to  accept  and  lay  out,  passed,  129,  387 


Clark,  B.  Preston. 

notice  of  acceptance  of  resignation,  board  of  zoning  adjustment   placed 
on  file,  411 


Clark,  F.  Warren. 

appointed  member,  board  of  appeal,  placed  on  file,  378 

Clarkson  Street,  Ward  15. 

order  to  repave,  passed,  76 

order  for  sidewalk  along  No.  83,  passed,  284 


Classification  and  Compensation   Plans.     (See  County 
of  Suffolk,  County  Accounts.) 

Clayton  Street,  Ward  15. 

order  to  install  arc  light  in  front  No.  29,  passed,  312 

Cleaning  Streets.     (See  Public  Works  Department.) 


Clemente,  Filippo. 

message  with  communication,  preambles  and  order  for  sale  of  land, 
Foster  ct.,  referred  to  committee  on  public  lands,  408 


Clerk  of  Committees  Department. 

stenographer:  order    to   employ   for   temporary   period,    referred    to 
executive  committee,  411 

Clifford  Street,  Ward  12. 

order  to  repave,  passed,  61 

Clinton,  Charles  F. 

report  on  order  for  claim  with  order  for  $10,   report  accepted,   order 
passed,  32 

Coal. 

deliveries  of:  sec  Public  Welfare  Department 
larceny  of:  see  Public  Welfare  Department 
price  of:  see  Public  Welfare  Department 
purchase  of: 

order  to  use  moneys  from  public  subscriptions  for,  passed,  60 
weighers  of: 

Abelson.  Harry  A.:  appointed,  377-confirmed,  398 

Batchelder,  Samuel  L.:  appointed,  405-confirmed,  422 

Brooks,  Mary  G.:  appointed.  361-confirmed,  387 

Burkhart,  Joseph:  appointed  289-confirmed,  322 

Canavan,  Andrew:  appointed,  388-confirmed,  412 

Carey,  Frank  J.:  appointed,  265-confirmed,  312 

Clark,  Albert  W.:  appointed,  9-confirmed,  17 

Clarke,  John  E.:  appointed,  265-confirmed,  312 

Clerk,  Ralph  B.:  appointed,  9-confirmed,  17 

Coburn,  William  K.:  appointed,  289-confirmed,  322 

Collins,  Wilfred  L.:  appointed,  9-confirmed,  17 

Connell,  T.  Ray:  appointed,  314 

Cottam,  Edward:  appointed,  361-confirmed,  387 

Cottin,  Walter  M.:  appointed,  18-confirmed,  38 

Cox,  Arthur  H.:  appointed,  361-confirmed.  387 

Davidson,  Fred  R.:  appointed,  405-confirmed,  422 

Entwistle.  James:  appointed,  225 

Goldberg,  Frances:  appointed,  361-confirmed,  387 

Grieco,  Paul:  appointed,  405-confirmed,  422 

Hartigan,  Lawrence  J.:  appointed,  46-confirmed,  74 

Holt,  Thomas  A.:  appointed.  164-confirmed,  192 

Hynes,  Edward  J.:  appointed,  377-confirmed,  398 

Katz,  Elsie:  appointed,  225 

Langill,  Adin:  appointed,  225 

Levine,  Hymen:  appointed,  344-confirmed,  373 

Lloyd,  Harry:  appointed,  414-confirmed,  428 

Lulin,  Ida:  appointed,  179 

Magoun,  E.  Wilbur:  appointed,  414-confirmed,  428 

Maguire,  Martin  J.:  appointed,  289-confirmed,  322 

Mahoney,  John  F.:  appointed,  265-confirmed,  312 

Marden,  Henry:  appointed,  433-confirmed,  450 

Mason,  Josephine:  appointed,  327 

McDermott,  William  E.:  appointed,  164-confirmed,  192 

McFarland,  Catherine  A.:  appointed,  225 

McMahon,  Catherine  M.:  appointed,  446-eonfirmed,  457 

McNeill,  Frank  S.:  appointed,  265-confirmed,  312 

Mills,  John  J.:  appointed,  361-confirmed,  387 

Mullen,  L.  C:  appointed,  82-confirmed,  102 


COAL 


(19) 


CONFIRMATORY 


Coal,  continued. 
weighers  of: 

Mullen,  Lott  C:  appointed,  164-confirmed,  192 
Ober,  Alexander  B.:  appointed,  56-confirmed,  74 
Payle,  Charles  H.:  appointed,  225 
Polvere,  Dominic  A.,  appointed,  103 
Prudente,  Michael:  appointed,  361-confirmed,  387 
Reardon,  John:  appointed,  377-confirmed,  398 
Richards,  Arthur  S.:  appointed,  433-confirmed,  450 
Robbins,  Homer  G.:  appointed,  265-confirmed,  312 
Robinson,  William:  appointed,  225 
Seabury,  Ralph:  appointed,  82-confirraed,  102 
Smith,  Harry:  appointed,  361-confirmed,  387 
Steinberg,  Joseph  E.:  appointed,  46-confirmed,  74 
Trull,  John  E.:  appointed,  46-confirmed,  74 
Webber,  John:  appointed,  82-confirmed,  102 
Young,  Wallace  M.:  appointed,  327 
Zalon,  Bessie,  appointed,  361-confirmed,  387 

Coal  Trucks. 

order  as  to  advisability  of  drafting  ordinance  compelling  trucks  to  be 
covered,  372 


Cod  man  Hill  Street,  Ward  11. 

order  to  accept  and  lay  out,  passed,  201 

Codman  Street,  Nevada  Street  and  Southern  Artery, 
Ward  17. 

order  regarding  taking  of  land  for  park  purposes,  passed,  338-message 
with  communication,  placed  on  file,  347 

Codman  Square,  Dorchester. 

order  to  install  stop  lights,  passed,  310-messages  with  communication, 
placed  on  file,  348 

Coffey  Street,  Ward  16. 

order  to  accept  and  lay  out,  Neponset  av.  to  Newhall  st.,  passed,  379 

Coleman  and  Quincy  Streets,  Ward  15. 

order  to  install  flashing  beacon  at  intersection,  passed,  172-message  with 
communication,  placed  on  file,  195 

Coleman  Disposal  Company. 

order  to  furnish  city  council  with  copy  of  contract  with  city,  passed,  416- 
message  with  communication,  426-placed  on  file,  427 

Collecting  Department. 

taxes,  payment  of: 

order  regarding  extension  of  time  when  partly  paid,  369-passed,  370 
order  regarding  time  payments  on  real  estate,  471-passed,  472 

Collection  of  Ashes  and   Garbage.     (See  Public  Works 
Department,   Sewer  and  Sanitary  Division.) 

Columbia  Post,  No.  51,  American  Legion. 

order  for  lease  of  first  floor  of  old  ladder  No.  5  building,  South  Boston, 
passed,  172 

Columbia  Road,  Bellevue  and  Glendale  Streets. 

order  to  namespace  at  junction,  Christopher  F.  King  sq.,  217-passed,  218 

Columbus  Avenue,  Roxbury. 

order  to  install  white  way  system,  Roxbury  Crossing  to  Roxbury  st., 
passed,  335 


Comeau,  Mrs.  Frank  J. 

order  to  accept  Act  authorizing  annuity,  referred  to  executive  committee, 
277-report  accepted,  order  passed,  286-vetoed,  placed  on  file,  289 

Commercial  Employment  Agencies. 

order  for  investigation  of  conditions,  passed,  438-message  with  com- 
munication, placed  on  file,  453 

Commercial,  Industrial  and  Publicity  Bureau. 

message  with  order  for  $7,500,  to  be  charged  to  reserve  fund,  referred 
to  executive  committee,  264-report  accepted,  order  passed,  286 

message  with  order  for  appropriation  of  .$15,000,  to  be  charged  to 
reserve  fund,  referred  to  executive  committee,  481-report  accepted, 
order  passed,  484 


Commercial    Parking    Spaces.     (See  Assessing    Depart- 
ment.) 

Committees.     (-See  City  Council.) 

Commonwealth  Avenue. 

message  with  communication  and  order  for  taking  of  parts  of  streets  at 
intersection,  194-referred  to  executive  committee,  195-report  accepted, 
order  passed,  202 

message  with  report  on  order  for  rescission  of  loan  of  $125,000  (1929) 
for  automatic  traffic  signal  system,  Arlington  st.  to  Governor  sq., 
referred  to  executive  committee,  426-order  for  rescission  withdrawn, 
placed  on  file,  433 

order  for  estimate  of  cost  of  establishing  automatic  traffic  signal  system, 
Governor  sq.  to  Newton  line,  passed,  444-message  with  communica- 
tion, placed  on  file,  455 

Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts. 

amendment  to  constitution:  order  to  file  with  legislature  bill  pro- 
viding for,  passed,  436 

licenses:  notice  of  application  for  licenses  to  maintain  piles,  Warren 
bridge,  with  notice  of  hearing,  placed  on  file,  208 

Nashua  St.,  vicinity  of:  message  with  communication,  preambles  and 
vote,  authorizing  approval  of  indenture  for  transfer  of  land  to  park 
department,  referred  to  executive  committee,  245-report  accepted 
order  passed,  253 

public  works  department: 

copy  of  plan  and  location  of  state  highway,  Hyde  Park,  along  Neponset 

river,  received,  placed  on  file,  416 
notice  of  taking  of  land,   in   Hyde  Park   along   Neponset  river  for 

state  highway,  placed  on  file,  427 
notice  of  hearing  regarding  license  for  timber  bulkhead  and  dredging, 

placed  on  file,  427 
communication  inclosing  copy  of   plan  of  location  of  state  highway, 

Blue  Hill  ave.  to  Cummins  highway,  placed  on  file,  427 
notice  of  hearing  on  petition  for  license  to  maintain  clay  blanket  over 

location  of  traffic  tunnel,  placed  on  file,  456 
see  Central  Artery 

Competitive  Bids. 

see  Police  Department 
see  Supply  Department 

Compressed  Air  Workers  Union,  President  of. 

resolution  commending  stand  against  nonresident  labor,  passed,  372 

Conclusion. 

topic  in  Mayor's  address,  5 

Condor  Street,  East  Boston.     (See  Health  Department.) 
Conduct  of  Business  by  Department  Heads. 

order  to  issue  instructions  for,  during  absence  of  the  Mayor,  187-passed, 
188 

Confirmatory  Deed.     (See  Winchester  Street.) 


CONLEY 


(20) 


CORBETT 


Conley,  John  P. 

resolution  approving  legislation  authorizing  city  to  pay  two-thirds  pen- 
sion, passed,  218 


Connor,  William  F. 

appointed  sanitary  inspector,  health  department,  placed  on  file,  82 

Constables. 

authorized  to  serve  civil  process  upon  filing  bonds: 

appointed,  134-132  names  confirmed,191, 192-25  names  confirmed,  202- 
9  names  confirmed,  219-4  names  confirmed,  244-4  names  confirmed 
261-2  names  confirmed,  283-29  names  indefinitely  postponed,  359; 
appointed  446-(2),  confirmed,  457 
draft  of  ordinance  requiring  that  bonds  be  secured  by  incorporated 
surety  company,  referred  to  committee  on  ordinances,  311-report 
accepted,  ordinance  passed,  421 
order  regarding  ordinance  requiring  license  fee,  36-referred  to  commit- 
tee on  ordinances,  37 
bonds:   approved,  12,29,  58,76.82,95,111,  121,125,  135,147,196,208, 

223,  229,  249,  272,  299,  317,  329,  350,  411,  466 
connected  with  official  positions  and  to  serve  without  bonds: 

appointed,    134-confirmed,    191,   192 
fees:   order  as  to  amount  allowed  to  be  charged  by  constables  authorized 
to    serve   civil   process,    passed,    217-message    with    communication, 
placed  on  file.  247 
hearing:   order  for,  report  accepted,  order  passed,  169 
limiting  number  of:  see  Ordinances 

list  of: 

Ashman,  Joseph  G.:  appointed,  18-confirmed,  102 

Atwood.  Henry:  appointed,  225-confirmed,  261,  312 

Bacon,  Herbert  W.:  appointed,  56-eonfirmed,  79,  322 

Baitler,  Isidor:  appointed,  46-confirmed,  79 

Bernstein,  Philip:  appointed,  225-confirmed,  261 

Bloomfield,  Morris  M.:  appointed,  46-confirmed,  70 

Boyle,  John  J.,  Jr.:  appointed,  92-confirmed,  116 

Brackman,  Manuel:  appointed,  179-indefinitely  postponed,  359 

Btjrracker,  Fred  C:   appointed,  18-confirmed,  102 

Byrne,  Francis  P.:  appointed,  18-confirmed,  102 

Calabress,  William:  appointed,  225-confirmed,  261 

Carey,  Daniel  P.:  appointed,  103-confirmed,  123 

Chenoweth.  Ray:  appointed,  82:  confirmed,  131 

Cohen,  David  J.:  appointed,  145-indefinitely  postponed,  359 

Cohen,  Samuel  L.:  appointed,  103-indefinitely  postponed,  173 

Cominsky,  Leon:  appointed,  103-indefinitely  postponed,  173 

Corcoran,  Harvey  A.:  appointed,  18-confirmed,  70 

Cuneo,  Edmund  D.:  appointed,  179-confirmed,  312 

Danow,  William  S.:  appointed,  103-confirmed,  123 

Donahoe,  David  A.:  appointed,  179 

Duggan,  Michael  J.:   appointed,  225-confirmed,  261 

Eastman,  Melville  R.:  appointed,  344-confirmed,  373 

Epstein,  Samuel  L.:  appointed,  145 

Epstein,  Sheppard  M.:    appointed,  46-indefinitely  postponed,  173 

Evans,  George  H.:    appointed,  145,  confirmed,  191,  192 

Foley,  Martin  F.:   appointed,  18-indefinitely  postponed,  173 

Fryon,  Hyman:  appointed,  18-confirmed,  38 

Gallagher,  Jeremiah  F.:  appointed,  56-confirmed,  79 

Goldfarb,  Max:  appointed,  245-confirmed,  283 

Goldstein,  Marks:  appointed,  18-confirmed,  102 

Goler,  Clarence  H.:  appointed,  18-confirmed,  70 

Herman,  Joseph:  appointed,  9-confirmed,  70 

Johnson,  Charles:    appointed,  18-indefinitely  postponed,  173 

Kaplan,  James:  appointed,  164-confirmed,  191,  192 

Kelley,  William  L.:  appointed,  145-confirmed,  191,  192 

Kelly,  John  M.:  appointed,  18-confirmed,  55 

Kelly,   John   T.:  appointed,   314-confirmed,   341,   359-indefinitely 

postponed,  359 
Lally,  William  J.:  appointed,  56-confirmed,  79 
Lanato,  Louis:  appointed,  179-confirmed,  322 
Landy,  Joseph:  appointed,  18-confirmed,  55 
Levy,  Alexander:  appointed,  245-confirmed,  312 
Libbey,  Allen:  appointed,  145-confirmed,  202 
Liebman,  Harry:  appointed,  265-indefinitely  postponed,  359 
Malloy,  James  J.:  appointed,  164-confirmed,  191,  192 
Manning,  Michael  S.:  appointed,  164-indefinitely  postponed,  359 


Constables,  continued. 
list  of: 

Margollis,  Ira:  appointed,  314-confirmed,  341 

McCabe,  Thomas  J.:  appointed,  225-indefinitely  postponed,  359 

McCabe,  Thomas  L.:  confirmed,  202 

McCue,  Charles:  appointed,  289-confirmed,  322 

McKiernan,   James  J.:  appointed,  314-confirmed,   341-indefinitely 

postponed,  359 
Miller,  Samuel  M.:  appointed,  145-confirmed,  202 
Monahan,  Cornelius  J.:  appointed,  18-confirmed,  55 
Moore,  Kenneth:  appointed,  103-indefinitely  postponed,  173 
Mullen,  Bernard  M.:  appointed,  179-confirmed,  261 
Murphy,  Edward  F.:   appointed,  103-indefinitely  postponed,  173 
O'Connor,  John  A.:  appointed,  9-confirmed,  26 
O'Hare,  John  H.:  appointed,  245-confirmed,  283 
O'Neill,  John  E.:  appointed,  179-confirmed,  202 
Parker,  Allan:  appointed,  225-confirmed,  261 
Peters,  James  C:  appointed,  92-confirmed.  116 
Pulsinelli,  John  A.:  appointed,  179-indefinitely  postponed,  359 
Reinherz,  Harry:  appointed,  103-confirmed,  123 
Ryan,  Timothy:  appointed,  18-confirmed,  102 
Scott,  Robert  B.:  appointed,  225-confirmed,  269 
Shapiro,  Nathan:  appointed,  245-indefinitely  postponed,  359 
Simmons,  Michael  F.:  appointed,  225-confirmed,  261 
Spector,  Israel:   appointed,  9-confirmed,  102 
Sullivan,  Ulysses:  appointed,  82-indefinitely  postponed,  173 
Susan,  Samuel:  appointed,  179 
Weinberg,  Joseph  M.:  appointed,  18-confirmed,  55 
minor  officers  paid  by  fees:  appointed,  145-confirmed,  173 
not  authorized   to  serve  civil   processes,  and  to  serve    without, 

bond:  appointed,  425-confirmed,  435 
ordinance:  draft    of    amendment    limiting    number,    428-referred    to 

executive  committee,  428-report  accepted,  ordinance  passed,  444 
resignation:  Chait,  Matthew  W.,  notice  of,  416 
with  Animal  Rescue  League:  appointed,  134 
with  Massachusetts  S.  P.  C.  T.  A.:  appointed,  134 


Construction  of  Streets.     (See  Public  Works  Department.) 
Contract  Labor. 

order  for  employment  of  citizens  of  Boston  on  all  city  work  let  out  on 
contract,  364-passed,  366 

Contracts. 

awarding  of:  order  to  expedite,  51-passed,  52 

cancellation:  order  regarding,  with  William  Nickerson,  passed,  203 
collection    of   ashes   and    garbage:  see   Public    Works    Department 
sewer  and  sanitary  division 

interest  in: 

A.  G.  Tomasello  &  Son,  Inc.:  notice  of,  placed  on  file,  22,  297 

Fay,  Frederic  H.:  notice  of,  placed  on  file,  12,  364 

Flynn,  Thomas  L.:  notice  of,  placed  on  file,  74 

Guild,  Courtenay:  notice  of,  placed  on  file,  317 

Tomasello,  Joseph  A.:  notice  of,  placed  on  file,  167,  186,  248  (2), 
411,  448,  466 
see  Hospital  Department 
see  Public  Buildings  Department 
time  limit:  sec  Public  Works  Department 

Contracts  with  City.     (See  Ordinances.) 

Convenience  Stations. 

see  Health  Department 
see  Park  Department 

Copeland  Street,  Ward  12. 

order  to  resurface,  passed,  369 

Corbett,  Arthur  B. 

appointed  member,  transit  commission,  125 


CORCORAN 


(21) 


CURTIS 


Corcoran,  John  H. 

resolution  favoring  legislation  authorizing  reinstatement  in  fire  depart- 
ment, passed,  54 


Corey  Street,  Ward  20. 

order  for  sidewalk,  Centre  to  Railroad  streets,  passed,  395 

Cottage  Park,  Ward  15. 

order  to  accept  and  lay  out,  passed,  230 

Coughlin,  Joseph  F. 

appointed  deputy  sealer  of  weights  and  measures,  placed  on  file,  121 

County  of  Suffolk,  County  Accounts. 

appropriation:  order  for  $2,000,  for  custodian,  to  be  transferred  from 
reserve  fund,  referred  to  executive  committee,  344-report  accepted, 
order  passed,  353 

classification  and  compensation  plans:  report  on  message  and  order 
establishing  schedule,  report  accepted,  order  referred  to  committee 
on  county  accounts,  25-referred  to  executive  committee,  83-report 
on  order,  129-report  accepted,  order  as  amended,  passed,  131-vetoed, 
referred  to  executive  committee,  134-report  with  amendment  accepted, 
149-order  passed,  150;  message  with  order  regarding  temporary 
modification  of  rules,  referred  to  executive  committee,  264-report 
accepted,  order  passed,  286-message  with  schedule  of  proposed 
revisions,  additions  and  amendments,  294-referred  to  executive  com- 
mittee, 296-report  on  amendments  accepted,  items  passed,  312- 
report  accepted,  order  passed,  400 

employees:  order  regarding  employees  holding  two  positions,  passed, 
308 

hearings:  order  to  grant  to  employees,  with  reference  to  salary  sched- 
ules, order  out  of  order,  13;  order  for,  15-ref erred  to  executive  com- 
mittee, 16-remarks  concerning,  37 

municipal  court,  Roxbury:  notice  of  appointment  of  Elizabeth  D. 
Kingston  as  probation  officer,  referred  to  committee  on  county  ac- 
counts, 12— report  on  communication,  with  order  determining  salary, 
report  accepted,  order  passed,  48 

probate  court:  notice  of  appointment  of  administrative  committee 
members — Fred  H.  Chamberlain,  Harry  R.  Dow,  William  M.  Prest; 
William  M.  Prest  designated  chairman,  364 

registry  of  deeds: 

pay  rolls  to  December  15,  1930,  and  January  15,  1931,  approved.  J  5 

pay  roll  to  January  17,  approved,  10 

pay  roll  to  February  15,  approved,  58 

pay  rolls  to  February  18  and  28,  approved,  82 

pay  roll  to  March  15,  approved,  95 

pay  rolls  to  March  21  and  31,  approved,  125 

pay  roll  to  April  15,  147 

pay  rolls  to  April  18  and  30,  167 

pay  roll  to  May  15,  196 

pay  rolls  to  May  16  and  31,  208 

social  law  library: 

order  for  $1,000  for  maintenance  and  enlargement,  passed,  472 

Suffolk  County  courthouse: 

order  for  acceptance  of  chapter  384,  Acts  of  1931,  referred  to  executive 

committee,  311-message  regarding,  placed  on  file,  466 
order  to  accept  Acts  of  1931,  chapter  384,  laid  on  table,  487 
message  with  report  on  order  for  acceptance  of  legislation  authorizing 
an  extension  to  building,  report  accepted,  489-order  rejected,  493 
Suffolk  County  jail:  order  for  taking  of  land  for  yard,  North  Grove 

and  Fruit  sts.,  passed,  400 
transfer:    order  for  $5,500  from  reserve  fund,  referred  to  executive 
committee,  363-report  accepted,  order  passed,  374 

Courthouse,    Brighton.     (See  Public   Buildings    Depart- 
ment.) 

Cox,  Guy  W. 

appointed  sinking  funds  commissioner,  placed  on  file,  186 


Cox,  Joseph  P.,  Councilor, 
orders  and  resolves: 

annuity  to  Elizabeth  T.  Dineen,  9 
branch  library,  Ward  20,  484 
high  school,  Ward  20,  484 
high  Bchool,  West  Roxbury.  35 
improvements,  Ward  20,  483  (2) 
lease  to  John  T.  Fallon  Post,  395 
new  playground,  Ward  20,  483 


Cox,  Joseph  P.,  Councilor,  continued. 
orders  and  resolves: 

sidewalks,  Ward  20,  301,  302,  352,  395 

South  Bay  flats,  83 

spot  light.  Ward  20,  452 

station,  Division  17,  Ward  20,  484 
question  of  privilege:  444 
remarks: 

amendment  of  disposal  contract,  479 

branch  library,  Ward  20,  484 

classification  and  compensation  plans,  150 

high  school,  Ward  20,  484 

improvements,  Ward  20,  483  (2) 

jitney  license,  Dedham-Boston  line  to  Forest  Hills  station,  356 

jitney  license,  Dedham-Boston  line  to  Egleston  sq.,  358 

jitney  license,  Pierce  sq.  to  Ashmont  station,  358 

land  for  hospital  purposes,  385 

loan,  city  hospital,  340 

loan,  high  school  construction,  441,  444 

new  playground,  Ward  20,  483 

payment  for  ice  cream,  282 

report  on  annual  budget,  161 

restraining  dogs,  287 

South  Bay  flats,  83 

spot  light,  Ward  20,  452 

station,  Division  17,  Ward  20,  484 

Suffolk  County  courthouse,  491,  492,  493 

supplementary  budget,  301 

tax  rate  in  other  cities,  139 

Craig,  John  A. 

report  on  order  for  claim   with   order  for  $15,   report  accepted,   order 
passed,  32 

Cranston  Street,  Ward  19. 

order  to  accept  and  lay  out,  passed,  302 

Creighton  Street,  Ward  10. 

order  to  resurface,  Day  st.  to  Centre  st.,  passed,  76 

Crosby,  Frederic  J. 

appointed  sinking  fund3  commissioner,  placed  on  file,  186 

Cross  Street,  Boston. 

order  for  information  about  widening,   197-passed,   198-message    with 
communications,  221-placed  on  file,  222 

Curtis,  Laurence,  2d,  Councilor. 

motion  to  adjourn:  144 
orders  and  resolves: 

appreciation  of  air  maneuvers,  216 

information  from  traffic  commissioner,  62 

roping  off  streets,  Marathon  race,  126 

shelter,  Public  Garden,  26 

sidewalks,  Ward  5,  309,  373 

Strandway,  East  Boston,  285 

suspending  licenses,  320 

traffic  circle,  49 
point  of  information:  48,  284,  374 
point  of  order:  231 
remarks: 

acceptance  of  courthouse  Act,  486 

alternate  parking  plan,  437 

courthouse  enlargement,  466 

donations  by  laboring  men,  197 

elimination  of  port  differentials,  7,  8 

finance  report  on  loans,  48 

hearing,  salary  schedules,  County  of  Suffolk  employees,  16 

information  from  traffic  commissioner,  62 

inspection,  golf  course,  78 

jitney  license,  Dedham-Boston  line  to  Forest  Hills  station,  356 

jitney  license,  Pierce  sq.  to  Ashmont  station,  358 

loan,  Boston  Airport,  218,  236,  242,  258 

loan  and  appropriation,  school  buildings  and  land,  236 

loan,  underpass,  Forest  Hills,  167,  168 

loan  orders  passed,  61 

next  meeting,  488 

Parkman  Fund,  improvements,  375 

payment  for  horse  killed  by  dog,  450 

preferential  employment  of  citizens  with  dependents,  36 

report  on  annual  budget,  158,  159,  161 


CURTIS 


(22) 


DEPARTMENT 


Curtis,  Laurence,  2d,  Councilor,  continued. 

remarks: 

sale  of  land,  Brighton,  374 

sale  of  land,  Chestnut  Hill  and  Commonwealth  aves.,  355,  356 
Suffolk  County  courthouse,  489 
suspending  licenses,  320 
traffic  circle,  49 

transfer,  police  appropriation,  401 
unanimous  consent,  242,  375 


Dacia  Street,  Ward  13. 

order  to  repave,  Dewey  st.  to  Brookford  st.,  passed,  141 
order  for  sidewalk,  Wyman  st.  to  Boylston  st.,  passed,  216 

Dakin,  George  W. 

notice    of    appointment    as    acting    division    engineer,    sewer    division, 
placed  on  file,  416 

Danforth  Street,  Ward  19. 

order  to  repave,  passed,  216 

Day  Labor.     (See  Public  Works  Department.) 
Death  Penalty. 

order  for  drafting  of  bill  regarding,  338-referred  to  legislative  committee, 
339 

Deer  Island.     (See  Penal  Institutions  Department.) 

Deery,  Delia  Jean. 

elected  clerk,  library  trustees,  placed  on  file,  207 


Delaney,  William  P.  J. 

appointed  temporary  deputy  sealer  of  weights  and  measures,  placed  on 
file,  125 

Dell  Avenue,  Ward  18. 

order  to  include  in  resurfacing  program  for  1931,  passed,  17 

Democratic  National  Convention. 

resolution  inviting  convention  to  meet  in  Boston  for  1932  session,  passed, 
323 


Dent  Street,  Ward  20. 

order  for  sidewalk,  Ivory  st.  to  bend,  passed,  395 


Department  Transfers. 

within  the  departments: 

assessing  department:  order  for,  408-referred  to  executive  com- 
mittee, 410-report  accepted,  order  passed,  412 

ASSOCIATE     MEDICAL     EXAMINER      (SOUTHERN      DIVISION):       order     for, 

referred  to  executive  committee,  296-report  accepted,  order  passed, 
312;  order  for,  referred  to  executive  committee,  392-report  accepted, 
order  passed,  400 

board  of  appeal:  order  for,  referred  to  executive  committee, 
377-report  accepted,  order  passed,  379 

Boston  Port  Authority:  order  for,  referred  to  executive  com- 
mittee, 362-report  accepted,  order  passed,  374 

building  department:  order  for,  referred  to  executive  committee, 
392-report  accepted,  order  passed,  400 

city  clerk  department:   order  for,  referred  to  executive  committee, 

296-report  accepted,  order  passed,  312 
collecting  department:  order  for,  referred  to  executive  committee, 

247-report  accepted,  order  passed,  253 

COUNTY    OF     SUFFOLK,     COUNTY    ACCOUNTS,     SUFFOLK      COUNTY     JAIL: 

order  for,  referred  to  executive  committee,  247-report  accepted, 
order  passed,  253 

district  court,  chelsea:  order  for,  referred  to  executive  com- 
mittee, 410-report  accepted,  order  passed,  412 


Department  Transfers,  continued. 
within  the  departments: 

health  department:  order  for,  referred  to  executive  committee, 
269-report  accepted,  order  passed,  286 

hospital  department:  order  for,  362-referred  to  executive  com- 
mittee, 363-report  accepted,  order  passed,  374;  order  for,  408- 
referred  to  executive  committee,  410-report  accepted,  order  passed, 
412 

hospital  department,  sanatorium  division:  order  for,  referred  to 
executive  committee,  377-report  accepted,  order  passed,  379; 
order  for,  408-referred  to  executive  committee,  410-report  accepted, 
order  passed,  412 

institutions  department:  order  for,  referred  to  executive  committee, 
269-report  accepted,  order  passed,  286;  order  for,  409-ref erred  to 
executive  committee,  410-report  accepted,  order  passed,  412 

institutions  department,  central  office:  order  for,  referred  to 
executive  committee,  296-report  accepted,  order  passed,  312 

institutions  department,  child  welfare  division:  order  for, 
409-referred  to  executive  committee,  410-report  accepted,  order 
passed,  412 

institutions  department,  Long  Island  Hospital:  order  for,  referred 
to  executive  committee,  247-report  accepted,  order  passed,  253; 
order  for,  referred  to  executive  committee,  269-report  accepted, 
order  passed,  286;  order  for,  referred  to  executive  committee,  296- 
report  accepted,  order  passed,  312;  order  for,  referred  to  executive 
committee,  344-report  accepted,  order  passed,  352;  order  for, 
referred  to  executive  committee,  392-report  accepted,  order  passed, 
400;  order  for,  409— referred  to  executive  committee,  410-report 
accepted,  order  passed,  412 

institutions  department,  steamer  "George  A.  Hibbard"  and 
launch  "James  J.  Minot":  order  for,  referred  to  executive 
committee,  377-report  accepted,  order  passed,  379;  order  for, 
409-referred  to  executive  committee,  410-report  accepted,  order 
passed,  412 

land  court:  order  for,  referred  to  executive  committee,  344-report 
accepted,  order  passed,  352 

library  department:  order  for,  referred  to  executive  committee, 
415-report  accepted,  given  first  reading  and  passed,  416— given 
final  reading  and  passed,  435,  436 

market  department:  order  for,  referred  to  executive  committee, 
328-report  accepted,  order  passed,  342 

mayor,  office  expenses:  order  for,  referred  to  executive  committee, 
269-report  accepted,  order  passed,  286;  order  for,  referred  to 
executive  committee,  410-report  accepted,  order  passed,  412 

medical  examiner,  northern  district:  order  for,  referred  to  execu- 
tive committee,  344-report  accepted,  order  passed,  352 

municipal  court,  Boston:  order  for,  referred  to  executive  com- 
mittee, 328-report  accepted,  order  passed,  342;  order  for,  referred 
to  executive  committee,  363-report  accepted,  order  passed,  374 

municipal  court,  Brighton:  order  for,  referred  to  executive  com- 
mittee, 328-report  accepted,  order  passed,  342 

municipal  court,  Roxbury:  order  for,  referred  to  executive  com- 
mittee, 344-report  accepted,  order  passed,  352 

municipal  court,  South  Boston:  order  for,  referred  to  executive 
committee,  363-report  accepted,  order  passed,  374;  order  for, 
referred  to  executive  committee,  392-report  accepted,  order  passed, 
400 

municipal  court,  West  Roxbury:  order  for,  referred  to  executive 
committee,  328-report  accepted,  order  passed,  342 

park  department:  order  for,  referred  to  executive  committee,  269- 
report  accepted,  order  passed,  286;  order  for,  Webster  ave.  play- 
ground to  playground,  North  End,  269-report  accepted,  order 
passed,  286-given  second  reading  and  passed,  308;  order  for, 
referred  to  executive  committee,  344-report  accepted,  order  passed, 
352;  order  for,  344-referred  to  executive  committee,  345-report 
accepted,  order  passed,  352— given  second  reading  and  passed,  373; 
order  for,  409-referred  to  executive  committee,  410-report  accepted, 
order  passed,  412 

park  department,  cemetery  division:  order  for,  referred  to  execu- 
tive committee,  269-report  accepted,  order  passed,  286;  order  for, 
409-referred  to  executive  committee,  410-report  accepted,  order 
passed,  412 

penal  institutions  department,  central  office:  order  for, 
referred  to  executive  committee,  392-report  accepted,  order  passed, 
400 

penal  institutions  department.  House  of  Correction:  order 
for,  referred  to  executive  committee,  296-report  accepted,  order 
passed,  312;  order  for,  referred  to  executive  committee,  392-report 
accepted,  order  passed,  400 

PENAL  INSTITUTIONS  DEPARTMENT,  STEAMER  "  MlCHAEL  J.  PERKINS": 

order  for,  referred  to  executive  committee,  363-report  accepted, 

order  passed,  374 
police  department:     order  for,  389-referred  to  executive  committee, 

391-report  accepted,  order  passed,  401 ;  order  for,  409-referred  to 

executive  committee,  410-report  accepted,  order  passed,  412 
printing  department:    order  for,  referred  to  executive  committee, 

296-report  accepted,  order  passed,  312 


DEPARTMENT 


(23) 


DOW 


Department  Transfers,  continued. 

within  the  departments: 

probate  court:  order  for,  referred  to  executive  committee,  363- 
report  accepted,  order  passed,  374 

public  buildings  department:  order  for,  referred  to  executive  com- 
mittee, 247-report  accepted,  order  passed,  253 

public  welfare  department:  order  for,  409-referred  to  executive 
committee,  410-report  accepted,  order  passed,  412 

public  welfare  department,  central  office:  order  for,  referred 
to  executive  committee,  410-report  accepted,  order  passed,  412 

public  welfare  department,  Wayfarers'  Lodge:  order  for, 
referred  to  executive  committee,  410-report  accepted,  order  passed, 
412 

public  works  department,  bridge  service:  order  for,  referred  to 
executive  committee,  377-report  accepted,  order  passed,  379; 
order  for,  409-referred  to  executive  committee,  410-report  accepted, 
order  passed,  412 

public  works  department,  ferry  service:  order  for,  referred  to 
executive  committee,  314;  order  for,  362-referred  to  executive 
committee,  363-report  accepted,  order  passed,  374;  order  for,  409- 
referred  to  executive  committee,  410-report  accepted,  order  passed, 
412 

public  works  department,  paving  service:  order  for,  409- 
referred  to  executive  committee,  410-report  accepted,  order  passed, 
412 

public  works  department,  sanitary  division:  order  for,  409- 
referred  to  executive  committee,  410-report  accepted,  order  passed, 
412 

public  works  department,  sewer  division:  order  for,  referred  to 
executive   committee,  410-report  accepted,  order  passed,  412 

public  works  department,  water  division:  order  for,  refeired  to 
executive  committee,  247-reported  accepted,  order  passed,  253; 
order  for,  referred  to  executive  committee,  392-report  accepted, 
order  passed,  400;  order  for,  referred  to  executive  committed,  410- 
report  accepted,  order  passed,  412 

registry  department:  order  for,  referred  to  executive  committee> 
410-report  accepted,  order  passed,  412 

soldiers'  relief  department:  order  for,  362-referred  to  executive 
committee,  363-report  accepted,  order  passed,  374 

street  laying-out  department:  order  for,  referred  to  executive 
committee,  314 

Suffolk  county  courthouse,  custodian:  order  for,  referred  to 
executive  committee,  296-report  accepted,  order  passed,  312 

superior  court,  criminal  session:  order  for,  referred  to  executive 
committee,  344-report  accepted,  order  passed,  352 

superior  criminal  court:  order  for,  referred  to  executive  com- 
mittee, 296-report  accepted,  order  passed,  312 

treasury  department:  order  for,  referred  to  executive  committee, 
247-report  accepted,  order  passed,  253 

Deputy  Superintendent  of  Construction.      (See  School 
Buildings  Department.) 

i  Deraney,  Samuel. 

notice  of  appointment  as  temporary  sanitary  inspector,  placed  on  file, 
297 

Dever  Street,  Ward  15. 

order  to  extend  to  Olney  St.,  passed,  457 

I  Dewey  Beach,  Ward  2.     (See  Park  Department.) 
I  Dineen,  Mrs.  Daniel  T. 

order  to  accept  Act  authorizing  city  to  continue  to  pay  pension,  referred 
to  executive  committee,  281-report  accepted,  order  passed,  286 

Dineen,  Elizabeth. 

resolution    approving   legislation    authorizing   continuance   of    annuity 
passed,  96 

I  Discrimination.     (See  Public  Welfare  Department.) 

Distribution  Stations.     (See  Public  Welfare  Department.) 

District  Court,    Dorchester.     (See   Public    Buildings    De- 
partment.) 


Dix  Street,  Ward  16. 

order  to  repave,  passed,  287 
Dogs,  Restraint  of.     (See  Police  Department.) 
Dolan,  Mrs.  Charles  F. 

petition  for  annuity,  364 

Donations.     (See  Unemployment.) 
Donoghue,  Dr.  Francis  D. 

notice  of  resignation  as  school  buildings  commissioner,  placed  on  file,  1 2 

Donovan,  Timothy  F.,  Councilor. 

orders  and  resolves: 

bathing  beach,  Condor  st.,  East  Boston,  323 

discharge  of  aliens,  city  work,  342 

Eagle  Hill  playground,  52  (2),  128 

Eagle  Hill  playground,  locker  building,  230 

grading  and  lighting,  Wellington  st.,  playground,  336 

improvements,  Ward  1,  128,  397 

indorsement,  Kendall  weekly  half-holiday  bill,  59 

leasing  Austin  school,  301 

leases  to  veterans'  organizations,  131 

lights,  World  War  Memorial  pk.,    192 

parks,  Ward  1,  186 

pensioning  Arthur  J.  Jobert,  126 

printing  municipal  register,  29 

reimbursement  of  Robert  G.  White,  277 

reinstatement  of  Anthony  T.  McDonald,  16 

removal  of  debris,  East  Boston,  323 

resurfacing  Webster  st.,  186 

retirement  of  Guiseppe  Morandi,  48 

sand  on  beach,  World  War  Memorial  pk. ,  252 

screening,  American  Legion  playground,  301 

screening  Paris  st.  playground,  301 

settees  and  benches,  Boston  Airport,  252 

sidewalks,  Leyden  st.,  91 

sidewalks,  Ward  1,  230,  342,  373 

street  car  reservation,  Bennington  St.,  480 

tennis  courts,  World  War  Memorial  pk.,  278 

"white  way"  lighting,  52 

remarks: 

additional  stations,  public  welfare  department,  470 
conduct  of  business  by  department  heads,  187,  188 
contract  for  ferryboat,  69,  70 
bids  on  construction,  East  Boston  tunnel,  100 
elimination  of  port  differentials,  7 

information  concerning  East  Boston  tunnel  job,  279,  280 
improvements,  Ward  1,  128 
inspection,  golf  course,  Hyde  Park,  78 
loan,  Boston  Airport.  237,  254.  260 
loan,  East  Boston  Strandway,  274 
new  site,  Dorchester  High  school,  430 
public  golf  course,  68,  69 

removal  of  buildings,  Eagle  Hill  playground,  52 
report  on  annual  budget,  160 
request  of  police  commissioner,  319 
resurfacing  Webster  st..  186 
street  car  reservation,  Huntington  ave.,  470 
temporary  employment  on  snow  removal,  50 
"white  way"  lighting,  52 
unanimous  consent:  69 

Dorchester  and  Savin  Hill  Avenues,  Ward  13. 

order  to  install  automatic  traffic  signals,  passed,  3S7 

Dorchester  Avenue,  Ward  17. 

order  for  removal  of  rails,  passed,  336 
Dorchester  Avenue  and  River  Street,  Ward  17. 

order  for  lighting  at  intersection,  passed,  310 


Dow,  Harry  R. 

nofice  of  assignment  as  member  of  administrative  committee  of  probate 
court,  placed  on  file,  364 


DOWD 


(24) 


DOWD 


Dowd,  John  F.,  Councilor. 

orders  and  resolves: 

abatement  to  Adams  House,  308 

abatement  to  New  England  Building  Corporation,  234 

abolition,  board  of  public  welfare,  448 

additional  investigators,  public  welfare  department,  319 

additional  police  officers,  76 

additional  public  welfare  visitors,  368 

aid  advanced  needy  citizens,  261 

allowances  by  public  welfare  department,  431 

alternate  parking  plan,  436 

amendment  to  constitution,  436 

applicants  carrying  small  insurance  policies,  209 

appropriation  transfer,  319 

arc  lamp,  Ward  8,  120 

award  of  city  contracts,  51 

bidding  by  meat  concerns,  307 

bridge,  Shirley  Gut,  437 

budget  allowance,  supply  department,  483 

"City  Record,"  422 

change  of  waitresses'  uniforms,  304 

coal  dealers,  368 

committee  to  study  municipal  affairs   198 

conduct  of  business  by  department  heads,  187 

construction  of  post  office  by  citizens,  50 

continued  employment  of  temporary  men,  215 

contracts  with  those  convicted  of  violation  of  law,  208 

contributions  to  unemployment  fund,  148 

death  of  Patrick  Morley,  350 

deliveries  of  coal,  public  welfare  department,  139 

demolition,  elevated  structure,  60 

designation  of  taxicab  stands,  76 

discharge,  alien  nurses,  318 

discharge,  day  laborers,  Hyde  Park  Golf  course,  206 

discharge  of  temporary  special  investigator,  304 

discrimination  against  applicants  for  aid,  305 

donations  by  laboring  men,  197 

Edison  Company  deposit  for  installation,  367 

elimination  of  machinery,  232 

employees  holding  two  positions,  308 

employment  of  laborers,  52 

employment  of  men  on  snow  removal,  49 

employment  of  temporary  nurses  and  orderlies,  51 

examination  into  public  welfare  department,  161,  189 

expenses,  student  nurses,  368 

filling  permanent  vacancies,  308 

finance  commission  reports,  garbage  contract,  462 

five-day  week,  60 

fund  for  unemployment,  429 

gasoline  tank,  308 

Greenville  st.,  Ward  8,  59 

grocery  orders  for  chain  stores,  188 

hearing,  Girls'  High  school,  462 

information  from  assessors,  198 

improvements,  Ward  8,  49,  304,  448 

increased  salaries,  hospital  employees,  79 

information  as  to  persons  illegally  receiving  aid,  127,  128 

information  in  re  snow  removal,  96 

information,  park  department,  428 

information,  supply  department,  422 

inspection  of  garbage  incinerating  plants,  318 

inspection,  golf  course,  Hyde  Park,  77,  78 

investigation  of  conduct  of  civil  service  commission,  50 

lease,  Winthrop  st.  School,  59 

Legion's  action  on  Eighteenth  Amendment,  367 

meals,  hospital  employees,  368 

modernization,  correctional  buildings,  437 

Mohawk  Packing  Company,  285,  467 

municipal  courthouse,  Roxbury,  59 

next  meeting,  193 

payment  to  depositors  of  Industrial  Bank,  449 

price  of  coal,  142 

printing  finance  commission  report,  285 

private  unemployment  fund,  334 

prohibition,  Sunday  bootblacking,  59 

public  hearing,  Brighton  land,  359 

purchases,  New  England  Ice  and  Coal  Company,  196 

purchase  of  coal,  60,  188 

purchase  of  goods,  supply  department,  304 

purchases,  Mohawk  Packing  Company,  318 

race  discrimination,  305 

registration  points  old-age  pensions'  applicants,  262 

reinstatement  of  Clarence  H.  Ball,  14 

reopening  of  schools,  335 

reorganizing  traffic  commission,  308 

request,  Boston  school  building's  department,  319 

request,  garbage  contract,  448 

request,  overseers  public  welfare  department,  319 

retention  of  men,  golf  links,  148 

roping  off  streets,  111 

school  building  financial  policy,  60 

sick  leave  with  pay,  233 

sidewalks,  Wards  7  and  8,  163,  277,  368 

tax  rate  in  other  cities,  138 

Thanksgiving  turkeys,  429 

time  for  men  seeking  work,  215 

tonsil  cases,  Boston  City  Hospital,  427 


Dowd,  John  F.,  Councilor,  continued. 
orders  and  resolves: 

transfer  of  chronic  hospital,  335 

treatment  of  applicants  for  aid,  188 

$20,000  bond  issue,  77 

use  of  day  labor,  60 

use  of  foreign  materials,  Boston  public  buildings,  482 

use  of  State  armories  for  unemployed,  448 

"white  way"  lighting,  Ward  8,  17 

point  of  order:  113,  142,  305,  306,  335 

remarks: 

abatement  to  Adams  House,  308 

abatement  to  New  Engand  Building  Corporation,  234 

abolition,  board  of  public  welfare,  448 

additional  investigators,  public  welfare  department,  319 

additional  land,  hospital  purposes,  300 

additional  police  officers,  77 

additional  public  welfare  visitors,  368 

aid  advanced  needy  citizens,  261,  262 

alternate  parking  plan,  436 

amendment  to  constitution,  436 

applicants  carrying  small  insurance  policies.  209,  212.  213 

appropriation,  municipal  employment  bureau,  449,  484,  485 

award  of  city  contracts,  51 

bidding  by  meat  concerns,  307 

bids  on  construction,  East  Boston  tunnel,  98,  101,  102 

bridge,  Shirley  Gut,  437 

budget  allowance,  supply  department,  483 

charities  administration  building,  30 

check  up,  alien  employees,  336 

"City  Record,"  422 

closing  Charlestown  Navy  Yard,  396 

coal  dealers,  368 

committee  to  study  municipal  affairs   198 

conduct  of  business  by  department  heads,  187 

construction  of  post  office  by  citizens.  50 

contract  for  current  season  work,  278 

contracts  with  those  convicted  of  violation  of  law,  208 

contribution  to  unemployment  fund,  148 

death  of  Patrick  Morley,  350 

death  penalty,  338 

deliveries  of  coal,  public  welfare  department,  139,  140,  180 

designation  of  taxicab  stands,  76 

discharge,  alien  nurses,  318 

discharge,  day  laborers.  Hyde  Park  golf  course.  206 

discharge  of  temporary  special  investigator,  304 

donations  by  laboring  men,  197 

Edison  Company  deposit  for  reinstallation,  367 

elimination  of  machinery,  232,  233 

employees  holding  two  positions,  308 

employment  of  laborers.  52 

employment  of  temporary  nurses  and  orderlies.  51 

examination  into  public  welfare  department,  161,  162 

expenses,  student  nurses,  368 

finance  commission  reports,  garbage  contract,  462 

five-day  week,  60,  370 

fund  for  unemployment,  429 

grocery  orders  for  chain  stores,  189 

hearing,  Girls'  High  school,  462 

information  as  to  persons  illegally  receiving  aid,  127,  12S 

information  concerning  East  Boston  tunnel  job,  280 

information  from  assessors,  198 

information  in  re  snow  removal,  96 

information,  park  department,  428 

inspection  golf  course,  77,  78 

investigation  of  conduct  of  civil  service  commission,  50 

larceny  of  coal,  180,  181 

Legion's  action  on  Eighteenth  Amendment,  367 

loan,  Boston  Airport.  218,  240,  241,  242,  253,  254 

loan,  East  Boston  Strandway,  273 

loan,  high  school  construction,  442 

loan,  public  golf  course,  64,  65.  67,  6S,  111,  112,  113,  114,115,119,120 

meals,  hospital  employees,  368 

moderinization,  correctional  buildings,  437 

Mohawk  Packing  Company,  467 

new  site,  Dorchester  High  school,  430 

next  meeting,  359,  360 

payment  for  horse  killed  by  dog,  450 

payment  for  ice  cream,  282 

payment  to  depositors  of  Industrial  Bank,  449 

payments  to  Mohawk  Packing  Company,  285 

political  button,  city  employees,  334 

price  of  coal,  142,  143 

printing  finance  commission  report,  285 

private  unemployment  funds,  334 

public  hearing,  Brighton  land,  359 

purchase  of  goods,  supply  department,  304,  305 

purchases.  New  England  Ice  and  Coal  Company,  196 

race  discrimination,  305 

reopening  of  schools,  335 

reorganization,  traffic  commission,  308 

report  on  annual  budget,  154,  155,  161 

request,  garbage  contract,  448 

retention  of  men,  golf  links,  148 

sale  of  land,  Chestnut  Hill  and  Commonwealth  aves.,  354,  355,  356 
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Dowd,  John  F.,  Councilor,  continued. 

remarks: 

sale  of  land,  Massachusetts  General  Hospital,  399,  400 

Bchool  building  financial  policy,  60 

short-wave  broadcasting  system,  police  department,  332 

sick  leave  with  pay,  233 

Suffolk  County  courthouse,  492 

supplementary  budget,  301 

tax  rate  in  other  cities,  138 

temporary  employment  on  snow  removal,  49 

Thanksgiving  turkeys,  429 

time  for  men  seeking  work,  215 

tonsil  cases,  Boston  City  Hospital,  427 

transfer  of  chronic  hospital,  335 

use  of  day  labor,  60 

use  of  foreign  material,  Boston  public  buildings,  482 

unanimous  consent:  7,  487 


Dowling,  John  J. 

resolution    approving    legislation    authorizing    reinstatement    in    police 
department,  pasBed,  22 


Draper  Street,  Ward  15. 

order  to  repave,  passed,  63 

Dresden  Street,  Ward  19. 

order  for  sidewalk,  Boylston  st.  to  Spring  Park  ave.,  passed,  216 
order  to  repave,  passed,  216 


Driscoll,  Dennis  F. 

order  for  payment  of  $1,750    for    reimbursement  of  judgment,   report 
accepted,   order  passed,  450 


Drunken  Driving. 

resolution    protesting    ruling,    referred    to    executive    committee,    303- 
report  accepted,  resolution  passed,  312 

Duchaney,  Nelson  L. 

resolution    favoring     legislation     authorizing    reinstatement    in    police 
department,  passed,  83 


Dudley  Street,  Dorchester. 

order  to  install  arc  light  near  Ramsey  St.,  passed,  335 

Dudley  Street,  Ward  8. 

order  to  include  in  budget  sum    for  "white  way"  lighting,  passed,  17 

Dunreath  Street,  Ward  12. 

order  to  resurface,  passed,  369 

Dyer,  John  E. 

resolution  favoring   legislation   authorizing   city   to   pay   money,  passed, 
83 


Eagan,  James  F. 

appointed  first  assistant  assessor,  placed  on  file,  364 

East  Bennington  Street,  East  Boston. 

order  for  elimination  of  street  oar  reservation,  Day  sq.   to  Orient  Heights, 
passed,  480 

East  Boston  Courthouse.     (.See  Public  Buildings  Depart- 
ment.) 


East  Boston  Tunnel. 

ventilation:  order  to  favor  B. 

contract,  passed,  412 
see  Cross  st. 
see  Porter  st. 
see  Transit  Department 


F.   Sturtevant  Company  in   awarding 


East  Cottage  Street,  Wards  7  and  8. 

order  for  sidewalk,  Edward  Everett  sq.  to  Robey  st.,  passed   163 

East  Eighth  Street,  Ward  7. 

order  for  sidewalk,  K  st.  to  Columbia  rd.,  168-passed,  169 
sidewalk  schedule,  Ward  7,  passed,  229 


East  Sixth  Street,  Ward  6. 

order  for  removal  of  one-way  restriction,  P  st.  to  Farragut  rd.,  passed. 
309-message  with  communication,  placed  on  file,  347 

East  Street,  Dorchester. 

order  to  lease  old  wardroom   to  Francis  G.    Kane  Post  60,   American 
Legion,  passed,  122 


East  Third  Street,  Ward  6. 

sidewalk  schedule,  passed,  229 


Eastern  Massachusetts  Street  Railway  Company. 

jitneys,  petitions  for  licenses  to  operate: 

between  Pierce  sq.   and  Ashmont  station,  339-order  for  report   on 
decision,  passed;  340-report  on  petition  recommending  leave  to  with- 
draw, 357 -report  accepted,  358 
report  on  petition,   Dedham-Boston  line  to  Forest  Hills  station  of 
Boston   Elevated  line,   report   accepted,   356,   357-given   leave   to 
withdraw,  357 
from  Pierce  sq.  to  Ashmont  station  on  Dorchester  ave.,  411 
from  Dedham-Boston  line  to  Forest  Hills  station,  411-granted,  428 
communication    from    selectmen    of    Norwood    favoring    application, 
referred  to  committee  on  jitney  licenses,  411-granted,  421 
removal  of  rails:   order  for,  River  and  Adams  sts.  and  Dorchester  ave., 
336 


Economic  Conferences. 

topic  in  Mayor's  address,  1 

Edgewood  Street,  Ward  12. 

order  to  resurface,  passed,  375 

Edison  Electric  Illuminating  Company. 

order  granting  conduit  location,  etc.,  in  Old  Colony  parkway,  received, 

placed  on  file,  330 
order  regarding  deposit  for  reinstallation  of  electric  current,  367-passed, 

368 
communication  inclosing  copy  of  order  granting  location  for  poles  and 

wires,  East  Milton  st.  and  Neponset  River  parkway,  placed  on  file,  411 

Eighteenth  Amendment  to  Constitution. 

resolution  commending  action  of  National  convention  of  American 
Legion  for  resubmission  to  the  people,  resolution  as  amended  referred 
to  executive  committee,  367-report  accepted,  resolution  and  order 
adopted,  374 

Eldora  Street,  Ward  10. 

order  for  sidewalk,  Hillside  st.  to  Sunset  st.,  passed,  218 

Election  Department. 

commissioners:  Charles  T.  Harding  appoitited,  135 
city  election: 

orders  regarding,  referred  to  executive  committee,  378-report  on  order 

in  new  draft  accepted,  order  passed,  379 
notice  of,  city  council  and  school  committee,  placed  on  file,  427 


ELECTION 


(26) 


FIRE 


Election  Department,  continued. 

jury  list: 

order  regarding  drawing  up  list  of  citizens  for  jury  duty,  200-referred 

to  executive  committee,  201-report  accepted,  order  passed,  202 
order   for    appointment    of    committee    to    consider    improvements, 
passed,  203 
opening  of  polls:  message  with  order  for  acceptance  of  Act  relative 

to  time,  passed,  124 
returns:  order  concerning,  passed,  400 
voting  precincts:  notice  of  increase  in  number,  placed  on  file,  435 

Electrical   Distribution   Center.     (See  Hospital   Depart- 
ment.) 

Elementary  School,  Ward   16.     (See  School  Committee.) 

Eliot  Street,  Ward  19. 

sidewalk  schedule,  passed,  229 

Ellingwood  Street,  Ward  10. 

order  to  accept  and  lay  out,  passed,  375 

Elm  Hill  Park,  Ward  12. 

order  to  repave,  passed,  83 

Elmdale  Street,  Ward  16. 

order  to  accept  and  lay  out,  passed,  172 

Employment  of  Citizens.     (See  Unemployment.) 
Employment  of  Temporary  Men. 

order  for  transfer  of  $100,000,  passed,  233 


passed,  319-message  with 


Engine  Company,  No.  41. 

order  to  transfer.  Harvard  ave.  to  Union  sq. 
communication,  placed  on  file,  326 

Englert,  Edward  L.,  Councilor. 

orders  and  resolves: 

acceptance,  Goldsmith  st.,  95 

acceptance.  Ward  11  streets,  172,  201 

automatic  traffic  signal,  Ward  11,  95 

boulevard  lights,  Centre  st.,  122 

improvements,  Ward  11,  111,  309,  351,  368,  487 

John  J.  Connolly  playground,  48 

payment  to  James  S.  Caverly,  129 

payment  to  parents  of  Theresa  Broderick,  76 

reinstatement  of  Alexander  A.  Turley,  29 

sidewalks,  Ward  11,  84,  211,  277  (2),  309,  323,  369 

vehicular  underpass,  Forest  Hills,  32 
point  of  information:  67 
remarks: 

jitney  license,  Dedham-Boston  line  to  Forest  Hills  station,  356 

John  J.  Connolly  playground,  48 

Erie  Street,  Ward  14. 

order  to  repave,  passed,  37 

order  for  sidewalk,  Washington  st.  to  Glenway  st.,  passed.  342 

Etna  Street,  Ward  22. 

sidewalk  schedule,  passed,  82 

Everett  Street,  Ward  19. 

order  for  sidewalk,  Elm  st.  to  Call  st.  and  Call  st.  in  front  of  Nos.  45 
and  47,  passed,  302 

Extension    of    Streets.     (See  Street   Laying-Out   Depart- 
ment.) 


F.  Pritchard  and  Son,  Inc. 

notice   transmitting   bond   of  indemnity   in   connection   with   contract 
regarding  boilers  at  pumping  stations,  placed  on  file,  297 


Fallon,  William  A. 

resolution  favoring  legislation  authorizing    reinstatement  in  fire  depart- 
ment, passed,  49 


Fay,  Frederic  H. 

notice  of  interest  in  contract,  placed  on  file,  12,  364 
Federal  Reserve  Bank. 

resolution  favoring  establishment  of  branches  in  Boston,  with  order  to 
send  copy  of  resolution  to  each  United  States  congressman  from 
Massachusetts,  passed,  456 

Fences,  Faneuil  Station. 

notice  received  that  Boston  &  Albany  Railroad  will  construct  fences 
as  requested  by  public  utilities  department,  placed  on  file,  47 

Fenno  Street,  Ward  12. 

order  to  resurface,  passed,  369 

Fen  ton  Street,  Ward  15. 

order  to  accept  and  lay  out,  passed,  172 

Fenwood  Road,  Ward  10. 

order  to  repave,  passed,  201 

Field  Street,  Ward  4. 

order  to  repave,  passed,  131 

Finance. 

topic  in  Mayor's  address,  5 

Finance  Commission. 

order  requesting  list  of  names  and  addresses  of  persons  receiving  relief 
illegally,  127-referred  to  executive  committee,  128-report  accepted, 
order  rejected,  131 

report  on  school  administration,  249-placed  on  file,  252 

order  to  print  report  concerning  public  welfare  department,  passed,  285 

communication  relative  to  appropriation  for  girls'  high  school,  298- 
placed  on  file,  299 

report  of  investigation  regarding  bill  for  ice  cream,  Ward  15,  329 -placed 
on  file,  330 

order  requesting  righting  wrong  at  Ronan  pk.,  Ward  15,  which  existed 
July  4,  1931,  332-passed,  333 

order  as  to  advisability  of  instituting  five-day  week  in  city  government, 
370-passed,  371-communication  regarding,  placed  on  file,  378 

order  to  furnish  report  on  supply  department  to  city  council  and  news- 
papers, passed,  412 

Financial  Policy.     (See  School  Buildings  Department.) 
Fire  Alarm  Box.     (See  Fire  Department.) 
Fire  Department. 

additional  fireman:  order  to  appoint,  passed,  437 

alarm  box:  order  to  install,  corner  Auckland  and  Bay  sts.,  passed 
230-message  with  communication,  placed  on  file,  245 

apparatus,  Ward  10:  order  to  allow  in  budget  sum  to  provide,  53- 
passed,  54-message  with  communication,  placed  on  file,  72 

Boston  Fire  Department  Band,  Inc.:  order  for  information  relative 
to  collection  for  endowment  fund,  122-passed,  123-message  with  com- 
munication, placed  on  file,  145 

death  of  Patrick  Morley:  order  for  investigation  and  report  on  cir- 
cumstances, 350-passed,  351-message  with  communication,  placed  on 
file,  388-message  with  communication,  placed  on  file,  408 

Engine  No.  41:  order  to  transfer,  Harvard  ave.  to  Union  sq.,  passed, 
319-message  with  communication,  placed  on  file,  326 
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Fire  Department,  continued. 

fire  menace:    order  to  destroy  building  at  719  Broadway,  Ward  6, 

passed,  372-message  with  communication,  placed  on  file,  388 
honor  men:    order  as  to  advisability  of  granting  additional  pay  as 

reward,  passed,  309 
ladder  company:  order  to  assign,  at  Oak  sq.,  Brighton,  passed,  16- 

message  with  communication,  71-placed  on  file,  72 
new  station,  South  Boston:  message  with  order  for  loan  of  $350,000, 

20-referred  to  committee  on  finance,  22-report  accepted,  order  passed, 

64-given  second  reading  and  passed,  84-message  with  communica- 
tion  and  order  to  rescind  $150,000   and  to  limit  appropriation  for 

building   to   $200,000,   referred   to   executive   committee,   347-report 

accepted,  order  passed,  353-given  second  reading  and  passed,  373 
pensions  and  annuities: 

Leahy,  Mrs.  Philip:  379 

McDonald,  Anthony  T.:  16 

Mulligan,  Mrs.  Martin  F.:  29 

Riley,  Mrs.  Michael:  149 

Sullivan,  Mrs.  Patrick  A.:  83 
reinstatements: 

Ball,  Clarence  H.:    resolution    approving    legislation    authorizing, 
passed,  13 

Carroll,   Charles   S.:  resolution   favoring  legislation   authorizing, 
passed,  483 

Corcoran,  John  H.:  favoring  resolution  for,  54 
relocations:  order  as  to  advisability: 

engine    6,    Leverett    st.,    passed,     34-message    with    communication' 
placed  on  file,  56 

ladder  24,  North  Grove  st.,  passed,   34-message  with  communication, 
placed  on  file,  56 
salaries:  order  to  provide  in  budget  for  increase,  passed,  17 
sale  of  old  material: 

message  with  communications  and  order  for  sale,  referred  to  executive 
committee,  11-report  accepted,  order  passed,  25 

message  with  communication  and  order  for  sale,  referred  to  executive 
committee,  134-report  accepted,  order  passed,  141 

message  with  order  for,  referred  to  executive  committee,  362-report 
accepted,  order  passed,  374 

order  for,  referred  to  executive  committee,  447-report  accepted,  order 
passed,  449 
sirens: 

order  to  replace  with  new,  junction  Adams  st.  and  Dorchester  ave., 
Ward  15,  passed,  202 

order  to  install  at  junction  Freeport,    East  and    Hancock  sts.   and 
Dorchester  ave.,  Ward  15,  passed,  202 
station,  Forest  Hills:  order  to  install  ladder  company  at  Walk  Hill 

st.,  passed,  32-message  with  communication,  placed  on  file,  72 
station,  Ward  20:  order  to  include  in  budget  sum  for  erection,  passed, 

484 
stations:  order  as  to  advisability  of  discontinuing  two  in  Charlestown 

and  erecting  central  station,  passed,  431 
storage  of  oil  barrels:  order  to  investigate,  Charlestown,   186-passed, 

187-message  with  communication,  placed  on  file,  206 
transfer:  order  for,  to  provide  for  appointment  of  probational  privates, 

passed,  59 


Fire  Department  Band,  Inc.     (See  Fire  Department.) 


Fire  Menace.     (See  Fire  Department.) 


Fish,  Albert  L.,  Councilor. 

orders  and  resolves: 

acceptance  of  streets,  Ward  16,  137,  147,  172,  223 

annuity  to  Mrs.  Frank  J.  Comeau,  277 

automatic  traffic  signals,  63,  83,  129 

bus  service,  Adams  st.,  Dorchester,  22 

distribution  of  street  betterment  assessments,  422 

edition,  "Boston  Streets,"  147 

elementary  school,  Ward  16,  401 

evening  use  of  locker  buildings,  26 

hearing,  Girls'  High  school,  462 

high  school,  Fields  Corner,  401 

improvements,  Mary  Hemenway  playground,  13 

improvements,  Tenean  beach,  12 

improvements,  Ward  16,  37,  287,  312  (2),  336,  352,  379,  387,  401,  444 

loading  platform,  Harrison  sq.,  231 

municipal  building,  Dorchester,  83 

municipal  building,  Fields  Corner,  48,  230 

payment,  adjusted  compensation,  29 

prohibiting  heavy  trucking,  277 

reinstatement,  Nelson  L.  Duchaney,  83 

removal,  Btreet  car  rails,  Victory  rd.,  83 

removal,  tree,  387 

sidewalks,  Wards  15  and  16,  169,  202,  276,  379 


Fish,  Albert  L.,  Councilor,  continued. 

orders  and  resolves: 

telephone,  locker  building,  192 
tennis  court,  Cronin  playground,  277 
traffic  lights.  Old  Colony  Parkway,  190 
unfinished  business,  495 

remarks: 

bus  service,  Adams  st.,  Dorchester,  22 

evening  use  of  locker  building,  24 

loan,  Girls'  High  School,  Dorchester,  417,  420,  460 

loan,  high  school  construction,  441 

unnecessary  noises,  173 


Fitzgerald,  John  I.,  Councilor. 

orders  and  resolves: 

acceptance  courthouse  Act,  486 

appointment,  additional  visitors,  131 

catch-basin,  Cambridge  st.,  216 

classification  and  compensation,  county  employees,  83 

condition,  North  End    pk.,  452 

development  of  land,  Nashua  st.,  309 

franchise,  Union  Freight  Railroad  Company,  34 

gymnasium  and  shower  baths,  wardroom,  Blossom  st.,  Ward  3,  285 

improvements,  Ward  3,  201,  208,  230,  411,  431,  458  (2) 

land  for  jail  yard,  400 

lighting  facilities,  Ward  3,  78 

ordinance  concerning  hawkers'  and  pedlers'  licenses,  229 

payment  to  mother  of  James  Long,  59 

payment  to  John  E.  Dyer,  83 

payment  to  parents  of  John  A.  McGonagle,  24 

playground,  Ward  3,  201 

probation  of  privates,  fire  department,  59 

reinstatement  of  members  of  police  department,  59 

relocation  of  fire  units,  34 

replacement,  sanitary  and  cleaning  yards,  West  and  North  Ends,  386 

safety  islands,  126,  421,  438 

shelter.  Public  Garden,  26 

signal  box,  Nashua  St.,  483 

Ward  3  wardroom,  208 

widening  Beverly  st.  and  construction  of  new  street,  29 

widening  Causeway  st.,  90 

remarks: 

acceptance  courthouse  Act,  486,  487 

additional  land,  hospital  purposes,  300 

applicants  carrying  small  insurance  policies,  213,  215 

bidding  by  meat  concerns,  307 

charities  administration  building,  30 

claim  of  Arthur  V.  Fraher,  397,  398 

classification  and  compensation,  county  employees,  83 

courthouse  enlargement,  466 

elimination  of  port  differentials,  9 

information  as  to  county  account  hearings,  38 

information  as  to  persons  illegally  receiving  aid,  127,  128 

information  concerning  East  Boston  tunnel  job,  280 

land,  hospital  purposes,  379,  380,  383,  384,  385 

land,  jail  yard,  400 

leases  to  veterans'  organizations,  25 

loan.  Boston  Airport,  239,  25A,  261 

loan,  East  Boston  Strandway,  272,  274 

loans,  police  stations,  253 

loan  for  public  golf  course,'  66,  68,  69,  86,  87,  88,  112,  113,  114,  118, 

119 
next  meeting,  487,  488 

participation  of  Commonwealth  in  Boston  Central  Artery,  97 
reduction  of  fees,  city  hospital  special  nurses,  333 
reimbursement  of  claim,  137 
reimbursement  to  William  O.  Hawkins,  137 
report  on  annual  budget.  154.  159 

Bale  of  land,  Chestnut  Hill  and  Commonwealth  aves.,  355 
sale  of  land,  Massachusetts  General  hospital,  399 
Strandway,  East  Boston,  291 
Suffolk  County  courthouse,  489,  492 
supplementary  budget,  301 
tax  rate  in  other  cities,  139 


Fitzpatrick,  James  H. 

notice  of  election  as  chairman,    board  of  appeal,  placed  on  file,  223 


Five=Day  Week. 

order  for  appointment  of  committee  to  study  advisability,  59-referred, 

to  committee  on  rules,  60 
order  as  to  advisability  of  instituting  in  city  government,  370-passed, 

371-communication  regarding,  placed  on  file,  378 
resolution  conditionally  approving,  passed,  371 
see  City  Employees 
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Flavia  Street,  Ward   16. 

order  to  accept  and  lay  out,  passed,  137 

Flood  Square,  Ward  6. 

order    for    traffic    signals,    passed,    309-message    with    communication, 
placed  on  file,  348 

Flooding  for  Skating.     (See  Park  Department.) 
Flynn,  Thomas  L. 

notice  of  interest  in  contract,  placed  on  file,  74 

Folsom  Street,  Ward  13. 

order  for  sidewalk,  Woodward  Park  st.  to  ninety  feet  westerly, passed, 

234 
order  for  sidewalk,  Woodward  Park  st.  to  St.  Paul's  church,  passed,  424 


Forbes  Street,  Ward  19. 

order  for  sidewalk,  north  side,  Centre  st.  to  Chestnut  ave.,  passed,  218 
order  for  sidewalk,  Centre  st.,  southwest  side,  to  Chestnut  ave.,  passed, 
236 


Foreclosures,  Suspension  of. 

resolution  favoiing  temporary  suspension,  referred  to  committee  on  rules, 
193 


Forest  Hills  Street,  Ward  11. 

order  for  installation  electric  arc  lights,  passed,  351,  368 

Foster  Court. 

message  with  communication,  preambles  and  order  for  sale  to  Fillippo 
Clemente,  referred  to  committee  on  public  lands,  408 


Foster  Street,  Ward  22. 

order  for  sidewalk,   Washington    st.    to    Surrey   st.,    168-passed,    169; 
Washington  st.  to  Rogers  Park  ave.,  168-passed,  169 


Fourth  Street,  Ward  6. 

order  to  clean  after  snow,  K  st.  to  Farragut  rd.,  passed,  17 

Fraher,  Arthur  V. 

claim  for  reimbursement  of  judgment,  269-report  with  order  for 
$547.40  to  be  charged  to  reserve  fund,  397-report  accepted,  order 
passed,  398 

Francis  G.  Kane  Post  60,  American  Legion. 

order  for  lease  of  old  wardroom,  passed,  122 

Franklin  Court  and  Norfolk  Avenue,  Ward  7. 

order  to  install  arc  light  at  junction,  passed,  432 

Franklin  Field. 

order  for  loan  of  $20,000  for  bleachers,  referred  to  committee  on  finance 

17 
order   to   keep  locker  house  open   evenings,   passed,   24-message   with 

communication,  placed  on  file,  44 
order  to  install  flood  lights  in  tennis  courts,  passed,  122-message  with 

communication,  placed  on  file,  124 
order  to  flood  for  skating,  passed,  457-message  with  communication, 

placed  on  file,  465 

Freeland  Street,  Ward  18. 

order  to  accept  and  lay  out,  passed,  370 


Freeport,   East  and  Hancock  Streets  and    Dorchester 
Avenue,  Ward  15. 

order  to  install  siren  at  junction,  passed,  202 

Friel,  Richard  A. 

resolution  favoring  legislation   authorizing  retirement   and   pensioning, 
passed,  13 

Fuel  Oil  Regulations.     (See  Public  Safety  Department.) 


Q  and  East  Fifth  Streets,  South  Boston. 

order  to  install  arc  light  at  corner,  passed,  70 

Gallagher,  Edward  M.,  Councilor. 

orders  and  resolves: 

clock,  Brighton  Courthouse,  28 

grass  plot,  Henshaw  and  Cambridge  sts.,  411 

improvements,  Ward  22,  16 

lease  to  Allston  Post  No.  669,  395 

loan,  Boston  Airport.  243 

naming  Ward  22  playground,  13 

reinstatement,  James  D.  Phillips,  129 

reinstatement,  Stephen  M.  Ryan.  49 

sidewalks,  Ward  22,  168,  231,  309 

remarks: 

advance  of  pay  day,  police  department,  397 

Gallivan  Boulevard,  Ward   16. 

order  for  sidewalk  along  Nos.  588  to  004,  inclusive,  passed,  202 

Gallivan  Boulevard,  Ward  17. 

order  for  sidewalk  along  Nos.  74,  76,  78,  80,  passed,  438 

Gannett  Street,  Ward  12. 

order  to  repave,  passed,  304 

Garage,  Station  14.     (See  Police  Department.) 
Gardner  Street,  Ward  21. 

order  for  sidewalk,  Linden  st.  to  No.  40,  passed.  231 

Gartland  Avenue,  Ward  11. 

order  for  lighting  facilities,  passed,  309 

Gas  and  Electricity  Rates.     (See  Public  Welfare  Depart- 
ment.) 

Gasoline,  Storage  and  Sale. 

order  for  investigation  of  all  applications  for  permits,  passed,  186 

Gasoline  Tank.      (See  Street  Laying-Out  Department.) 
Gates.     (See  Park  Department.) 
Gene  Street,  Ward  7. 

order  to  accept  and  lay  out,  passed,  243 

Geneva  Avenue  and  Bowdoin  Street,  Ward  15. 

order  to  install  automatic  traffic  signal  at  junction,  passed,  223-message 
with  communication,  placed  on  file,  228 


GENTLES 


(29) 


GREEN 


Gentles  Baking  Company. 

report  on  petition   (1929)   with  order  for  payment  of  $400  for  loss  of 
horse,  report  accepted,  order  passed,  495 


George  Robert  White  Fund. 

order  to  consider  establishment  and  maintenance  of  health  unit,  Brighton, 

passed,  16 
order  regarding  placing  name  of  George  Robert  White  upon  outside  of 

each  health  unit,  passed,  387-message  with  communication,  placed 

on  file,  389 
order  as  to  advisability  of  erection  of  health  unit,  Dorchester,  passed, 

470 


Gerry,  Walter  S. 

appointed  member,  board  of  appeal,  placed  on  file,  167 


Gertrude  Howes  Park,  Ward  12. 

order  to  so  name  park  at  corner  Moreland  and  Fairland  sts.,  passed, 
452-message  with  communication,  placed  on  file,  453 


Gibson,  James  R. 

appointed  member,  board  of  zoning  adjustment,  placed  on  file,  167 

Girls'  High  School.     (See  School  Committee.) 

Girls'  High  School,  Dorchester.     (See  School  Committee.) 

Gleason,  Albert  J.  A. 

appointed  first  assistant  assessor,  placed  on  file,  111 


Gleason,  Richard  D.,  Councilor. 

orders  and  resolves: 

acceptance,  Highland  pi.,  277 
improvements,  Ward  9,  335,  413 
reinstatement,  James  J.  Tansey,  24 
replacing  waste  receptacles,  369 
sidewalks,  Ward  9,  308,  312,  413 
remarks: 

pensions,  police  officers,  62 
race  discrimination,  305 
replacing  waste  receptacles,  369 


Glen  Road,  Ward  11. 

order  for  sidewalk,  Washington  st.  to  Franklin  park,  passed,  230 

Glendale  Street,  Ward  15. 

order  for  sewer  between  Columbia  rd.  and  Bird  St.,  passed,  413 


Glenville  Avenue,  Ward  21. 

order  to  designate  as  one-way  street,  Harvard  ave.,  west  to  Greylock 
rd.,  passed,  319-message  with  communication,  placed  on  file,  348 


Glenwood  Avenue  West,  Ward  18. 

sidewalk  schedule,  passed,  135 

Goods,  Weighers  of. 

Bruce,  Robert  A.:  appointed,  327 

Carpenter,  Dominic:  appointed,  405-confinned,  422 

Carroll,  James  A.:  appointed,  344-confirmed,  373 

Coleman,  James  P.:  appointed,  103 

Coleman,  John  J.:  appointed,  225 

Connors,  Joseph:  appointed,  121-confirmed,  131 

Davidson,  Fred:  appointed,  314,  405-confirmed,  422 

Donohue,  John  C:  appointed,  405-confirmed,  422 

Duffy,  John  W.:    appointed,  164-confirmed,  192 

Elwell,  Elmer  E.:  appointed,  265-confirmed,  312 


Goods,  Weighers  of,  continued. 

Forest,  Thomas:  appointed,  433-confirmed,  450 

Gross,  Everett  W.:  appointed   225 

Jewett,  Henry  R.:  appointed,  225 

Keefe,  Garrett  H.,  Jr.,  appointed,  164-confirmed,  192 

Lindahl,  Rossell:  appointed,  121-confirmed,  131 

McCarthy,  T.  F.:  appointed,  405,  confirmed,  422 

McGunigle,  Hilary  James:  appointed,  433-confirmed,  450 

McLeod,  R.  Randall:   appointed,  103 

Rae,  Russell  B.:  appointed,  265-confirmed,  312 

Sheridan,  Philip  H.:  appointed,  453-confirmed,  466 

Sullivan,  Russell  P.:   appointed,  453-confirmed,  466 

Toohey,  John:  appointed,  121-confirmed,  131 

Whitman,  E.  P.:  appointed,  246-confirmed,  283 

Gookin,  Margaret  L. 

appointed  overseer,  public  welfare  department,  placed  on  file,  15 


Gormley,  John. 

petition  for  retirement,  448-report  on  petition  with  order  for  retirement, 
report  accepted,  order  passed,  449 

Governor  Square. 

petition  for  change  of  name  to  Kenmore  sq.,  466-report  accepted,  order 
passed,  486 

Governor  Square  Improvement. 

topic  in  Mayor's  address,  3 

Gray,  Everett  F. 

appointed  member,  board  of  zoning  adjustment,  placed  on  file,  416 

Green,  Thomas  H.,  Councilor. 

orders  and  resolves: 

addition  to  Mattapan  sanatorium,  49 

additional  branches,  Federal  Reserve  bank,  456 

additional  facilities,  Dewey  beach,  438 

additional  men,  police  department,  431 

additional  pay  to  honor  men,  309 

annuity  to  Mrs.  Anna  Carlin,  22 

annuity  to  Mrs.  John  J.  Carmody,  49 

annuity  to  Mrs.  Patrick  A.  Sullivan,  83 

applications  for  gasolene  permits,  186 

arc  light,  Ward  2,  432 

attendance  of  children  at  theaters,  149 

bridge  across  Mystic  river,  431 

buildings,  Charlestown,  193 

Charlestown  health  unit,  431 

cleaning  Charlestown  Heights,  432 

cleaning  streets  in  front  of  church  areas,  233 

closing  Charlestown  Navy  Yard,  396 

conditions,  City  sq.,  Charlestown,  303 

conditions,  commercial  employment  agencies,  438 

covering  coal  trucks,  372 

dredging,  Dewey  beach,  438 

employment,  temporary  stenographer,  411 

erection,  junior  high  school,  175 

erection,  new  state  prison,  Norfolk,  59 

extended  employment  of  men  cleaning  streets,  169 

extension  of  Washington  st.  tunnel,  48 

field  house,  Sullivan  sq.,  304 

fire  stations,  Charlestown,  431 

five-day  week,  149 

franchise.  Union  Freight  Railroad,  34 

tree  car  tickets,  309 

highway,  City  sq.  to  Sullivan  sq.,  49 

information,  Charlestown  Gas  Company,  29 

information  in  re  relief  provisions,  26 

information,  park  commission,  13 

improvements,  Dewey  beach,  359 

improvements,  Ward  2,  201 ,  309  (2) 

inspection  of  buildings,  Charlestown,  335 

insurance  investment,  29 

investigation  of  conditions,  Charlestown  Heights,  287 

investigation  of  conditions,  Dewey  beach,  287 

item  for  bell  divers,  372 

lighting  system,  Prison  Point  bridge,  335 

loans  of  money  by  banks,  233 

locker  building,  Charlestown  Heights,  59 

modern  building,  Charlestown  Heights,  24 


GREEN 


(30) 


HAYES 


Green,  Thomas  H.,  Councilor,  continued. 

orders  and  resolves: 

mothers'  rest,  Brighton  and  Parker  sts.,  323 

municipal  building,  Charlestown,  48 

observance  of  Bunker  Hill  day,  233 

payment  of  police  officers  by  steamship  companies,  403 

payment  to  parents  of  Raymond  A.  Purrington,  Jr.,  13 

pensioning  Richard  A.  Friel,  13 

playground.  Ward  2,  372 

protest  against  lay  off  at  navy  yard,  457 

protest  against  ruling  of  registrar  of  motor  vehicles,  303 

reinstatement,  Charles  S.  Carroll,  48,  483 

reinstatement,  William  A.  Fallon,  49 

reinstatement,  Francis  J.  Riordan,  13 

removal,  Warren-Bunker  Hill  primary  school,  421 

repair  of  "Northampton,"  Boston  Navy  Yard,  169 

repaving  City  sq.,  129 

replacing  building,  Rutherford  ave.,  431 

retaining  wall,  Dewey  beach,  323 

retaining  wall,  North  Mead  et.,  304 

retention  of  Charlestown  men  in  district,  201 

special  advisory  committee,  37 

speeding  of  stolen  cars,  Charlestown,  421 

storage  of  oil  barrels,  186 

suspension  of  foreclosures,  193 

taking  of  land  for  widening,  309 

thoroughfare,  Ward  2,  70 

traffic  signal,  Charlestown,  172 

valuation,  commercial  parking  spaces,  438 

Warren-Bunker  Hill  land,  121 

week-end  holidays,  456 

widening  entrance  to  Austin  st.,  Charlestown,  261 

remarks: 

attendance  of  children  at  theaters,  149,  190 

applications  for  gasolene  permits,  186 

bids  on  construction,  East  Boston  tunnel,  100 

closing  Charlestown  Navy  Yard,  396 

erection,  junior  high  school,  175 

extra  compensation,  police  department,  403 

five-day  week,  370 

inspection,  golf  course,  78 

invitation  to  Hon.  Alfred  E.  Smith,  141,  142 

jitney  license,  Dedham-Boston  line  to  Egleston  sq.,  359 

land,  hospital  purposes,  384 

Legion's  action  on  Eighteenth  Amendment,  367 

loan,  Boston  Airport,  243 

loan,  high  school  construction,  442,  443 

loan,  public  golf  course,  69,  117 

observance  of  Bunker  Hill  day,  233 

participation  of  Commonwealth  in  Boston  Central  Artery,  97 

payment  for  ice  cream,  282 

report  on  annual  budget,  155,  161 

restraining  dogs,  287 

sale  of  land,  Chestnut  Hill  and  Commonwealth  aves.,  354 

sale  of  land,  rear  80  West  Cedar  st.,  25 

speeding  of  stolen  cars,  Charlestown,  421 

temporary  employment  on  snow  removal,  50 

unanimous  consent:  190,  243,  384 


Green  and  Lamartine  Streets,  Ward  19. 

order  as  to  advisability  of  taking  land  in  vicinity  of,  for  mothers'  rest, 
passed,  339-message  with  communications,  placed  on  file,  346 

Greenville  Street,  Ward  8. 

order  to  designate  as  one-way  thoroughfare,  passed,  59 

Greenwich  Park,  Ward  4. 

order  for  catch-basin,  west  side,  passed,  208 

Greenwood  Square,  Hyde  Park.     (See  Park  Department.) 
Greenwood  Street,  Ward  14. 

order  to  repave,  passed,  37 

Grove  Park  Street,  Ward  14. 

order  to  accept  and  lay  out,  passed,  83 

Guards  on  Trains.     (-See  Boston  Elevated  Railway  Com- 
pany.) 


Guild,  Courtenay. 

notice  of  interest  in  contract,  placed  on  file,  317 

Gustine  Street,  Ward  16. 

order  to  accept  and  lay  out,  passed,  352 
Gypsy-Moth  Problem.     (See  Park  Department.) 


Hall,  John  L. 

appointed  library  trustee,  placed  on  file,  196 

Hamilton  and  Clarkson  Streets,  Ward  15. 

order  to  install  larger  sewer  outlet,  passed,  281 

Hamilton  Street,  Ward  15. 

order  to  repave,  passed,  63 

Hammond  Terrace,  Ward  21. 

order  to  accept  and  lay  our,  passed,  387 

Hancock  Street. 

order  to  repave,  Uphams  Corner  to  Dorchester  ave.,  passed,  61 

Hancock  Street,  Wards  13  and  14. 

order  for  sidewalks,  both  sides,  Bowdoin  st.  to  Dorchester  ave.,  passed 
352 

Hancock  Street,  Wards  13  and  15. 

order  for  sidewalk,  Columbia  rd.  across  Bowdoin  st.    passed,  252 

Harding,  Charles  T. 

appointed  election  commissioner,  placed  on  file,  135 

Harrison  Avenue  and  Dudley  Street,  Roxbury. 

order  to  reject  petition  for  gasolene  tank,  referred  to  executive  commit- 
tee, 308-report  accepted,  order  passed,  312 

Hartford  Street,  Ward  13. 

order  to  repave,  passed,  115 

Hartwell  Street,  Ward  12. 

order  to  resurface,  passed,  369 

Harvard  Street,  Ward  14. 

order  for  sidewalk,  Blue  Hill  ave.  to  Morton  st.,   passed,  111 

Haskins  Street,  Ward  9. 

sidewalk  schedule,  passed,  448 

Hawkers'  and  Pedlers'  Licenses.     (See  Ordinances.) 
Hawkins,  William  O. 

report  on  petition  with  order  for  $479,  to  be  charged  to  reserve  fund,  for 
amount  of  judgment,  report  accepted,  order  passed.  137 

report  on  petition  with  order  for  S744,  to  be  charged  to  reserve  fund,  for 
amount  of  judgment,  report  accepted,  order  passed,  137 

Hayes,  William. 

resolution  favoring  legislation  authorizing  reinstatement  in  police  de- 
partment, passed,  37 


HEALTH 


(31) 


HOBART 


Health  Department. 

collectors  of  samples: 

Gerald  F.  Scally,  appointed,  186;  James  F.  Hutchinson,  provision- 
ally appointed,  249 

convenience  station,  Ward  22:  order  to  establish  in  Brighton  Center, 
passed,  16 

convenience  stations,  Ward  18:  order  to  establish,  passed,  387 

dogs,  restraint  of:  see  Police  Department 

fire  menace:  order  to  destroy  building  at  719  Broadway,  Ward  6, 
passed,  372-message  with  communications,  placed  on  file,  388 

health  unit,  Charlestown:  order  to  keep  open  twenty-four  hours 
a  day  with  surgeon  in  attendance,  passed,  431 

nauseating  odors,  Charlestown:  message  with  communications  re- 
garding investigation,  placed  on  file,  19 

ordinance:  message  with  draft  of  amendment  to  ordinance  establish- 
ing divisions,  referred  to  committee  on  ordinances,  46-report  accepted, 
order  passed,  74 

removal  of  debris: 

order  for,  Condor  st.,  East  Boston,  passed,  323 

order  for,  "ship's  graveyard,"  East  Boston,  passed,  323 

sanitary  inspectors: 

William  F.  Connor:  appointed,  82;  Frank  McGowan,  appointed,  208 

temporary  sanitary  inspector:  Samuel  Deraney,  appointed,  297 


Health  Unit. 

see  George  Robert  White  Fund 
see  Health  Department 


Hearings. 

see  Appropriations 

see  Boston  &  Maine  Railroad 

see  City  Messenger  Department 

see  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts 

see  Constables 

see  County  of  Suffolk,  County  Accounts 

see  Institutions  Department 

see  Public  Lands 

see  Public  Works  Department 

see  School  Committee 

see  Treasury  Department 


Hecht,  Simon  E. 

appointed  overseer,  public  welfare  department,  placed  on  file,  186 

Hecla  Street,  Ward  15. 

order  to  repave,  passed,  76 


Hein,  James,  Councilor. 

orders  and  resolves: 

acceptance  of  streets,  Ward  21,  172,  261 
advance  of  pay  day,  police  department,  396 
automatic  traffic  signal,  Brighton,  96 
citizen  labor.  East  Boston  tunnel,  102 
cost,  traffic  signals,  Commonwealth  ave.,  444 
General  Laws  for  council  members,  59 
Glenville  ave.,  one-way  street,  319 
improvements,  Ward  21,  231,  387 
increase  in  firemen's  salaries.  17 
lease  to  Allston  Post  No.  669,  395 
police  uniforms,  281 
privileges  for  police,  190 
reinstatement,  James  E.  McCarthy,  12 
repaving  Chestnut  Hill  ave.,  32 
restoring  vehicular  crossing,  281 
school  for  motorcycle  officers,  319 
seal  on  city  badges  115 
sidewalks,  Ward  21,  309,  342 
transfer,  Engine  Company  No.  1,  319 
transfer,  Mary  L.  Brock  school,  452 
point  of  order:  462 

remarks: 

advance  of  pay  day,  police  department,  396 

aid  advanced  needy  citizens,  262 

applicants  carrying  small  insurance  policies,  215 

appropriation,  East  Boston  Courthouse,  116 

citizens  of  Boston  for  city  work,  366 

elimination  of  port  differentials,  9 

garage,  station  14,  136 

hearing,  Girls'  High  school,  462 

information  from  traffic  commissioner,  62 

invitation  to  Hon.  Alfred  E.  Smith,  141,  142 

larceny  of  coal,  181 

loan,  Boston  Airport,  241,  242,  260 


Hein,  James,  Councilor,  continued. 

remarks: 

loan,  Girls'  High  school,  Dorchester,  462 

loan,  public  golf  course,  113,  114 

loan,  underpass,  Forest  Hills,  168 

motorcycle  service,  division  19,  310 

ordinance  concerning  constables,  421 

payment  for  ice  cream,  282,  283 

police  uniforms,  281 

price  of  coal,  143 

report  on  annual  budget,  154,  155,  158 

restraining  dogs,  287 

sale  of  land,  Brighton,  373,  374 

sale  of  land,  Chestnut  Hill  and  Commonwealth  aves,  354,  355,  356 

seal  on  city  badges,  115 

short-wave  broadcasting,  police  department,  331 


Heller,  Nathan. 

appointed  member,  transit  commission,  125 

Henshaw  and  Cambridge  Streets. 

order  for  transfer  of  grass  plot  at  .junction,  public  works  department  to 
park  department,  411-passed,  412 

Hickey,  John  F. 

appointed  member,  board  of  examiners,  placed  on  file  22,  196 

High  Pressure  Fire  Service,  Extension  of.     (See  Public 
Works  Department.) 

High  School,  Fields  Corner.     (See  School  Committee.) 

High  School,  Jamaica  Plain.     (See  School  Committee.) 

High  School,  Uphams  Corner.     (See  School  Committee.) 

High  School,  Ward  20.     (See  School  Committee.) 

High    School,    West    Roxbury.     (See    School    Buildings 
Department.) 

Highland  Avenue,  Ward  9. 

order  for  sidewalk,  Centre  st.  to  Linwood  st.,  passed,  308 

Highland  Place,  Ward  9. 

order  to  accept  and  lay  out,  passed,  277 

Highland  Street  and  Glover  Place,  Ward  15. 

order  to  install  arc  light  at  corner,  passed,  413 

Highland  Street,  Ward  11. 

order  for  sidewalk,  north  side,  Marcella  st.  to  Centre  st.,  passed,  277 
order  for  sidewalk,  west  and  north  sides,  Linwood  st.  to  Marcella  st., 
passed,  277 

Highway  Construction.     (See  Public  Works  Department.) 

Hildreth  Street,  Ward  14. 

order  to  accept  and  lay  out,  passed,  63 

Hillside  street,  Ward  10. 

order  for  sidewalk,  787  Parker  st.  to  22  Parker  Hill  ave.,  passed,  115 

Hobart  Street,  Ward  22. 

order  for  sidewalk,  Brooks  st.  to  Faneuil  st.,  passed,  342 


HODGDON 


(32) 


HOSPITAL 


Hodgdon,  Susan. 

petition  to  be  retired,  229-report  with  order  for  retirement.  243-report 
accepted,  order  passed,  244 


Holidays. 

June  17: 

order  regarding  closing  business  houses,  passed,  233 
order  requesting  business  houses  to  allow  day  off  to  employees  resid- 
ing in  Charlestown,  passed.  233 
see  City  Employees 


Holland,  Neal  J. 

appointed  member  board  of  assessors,  placed  on  file,  135 

Holmfield  Avenue,  Ward  18. 

order  for  sidewalk,  690  River  st.  to  Neponset  river,  passed,  262 

Holworthy  Street,  Ward  12. 

order  for  sidewalk,  Humboldt  ave.  to  Harold  st.,  passed,  277 

Home  Rule.     (See  Law  Department.) 
Homes  Avenue,  Ward  15. 

order  to  repave,  passed,  63 

Homestead  Street,  Ward  12. 

sidewalk  schedule,  passed,  82 
Honor  Men.     (See  Fire  Department.) 
Hooker  Street,  Ward  22. 

order  for  sidewalk,  North  Harvard  st.  to  Royal  st.,  168-passed,  169 
order  for  sidewalk,  north  side,  North  Harvard  st.  to  Arden  St.,  south 
side,  North  Harvard  st.  to  Empire  st.,  passed,  342 

Hospital  Department. 

Boston  City  Hospital: 

trustee:  Joseph  P.  Manning;  appointed,  167 

organization:  Joseph    P.    Manning,    president;     Henry  S.  Rowen, 
secretary,  208 

ADDITIONAL    LAND: 

message  with  order  for  loan  of  $62,500  for  purchase  of  land,  Albany 
st.  and  Massachusetts  ave.  for  hospital  purposes,  264-referred 
to  committee  on  finance,  265-report  accepted,  299-referred  to 
executive  committee,  301-order  laid  on  table,  322-passed,  340, 
341-notice  of  loan  being  in  force,  placed  on  file,  350 

message  with  order  for  loan  of  $62,500,  outside  debt  limit,  for  pur- 
chase of  land,  Albany  st.  and  Massachusetts  ave.  for  hospital 
purposes,  264-referred  to  committee  on  finance,  265-report 
accepted,  299-referred  to  executive  committee,  301-order  laid  on 
table,  322-paBsed,  340,  341-notice  of  loan  being  in  force,  placed 
on  file,  350 

order  requesting  corporation  counsel  to  proceed  tj  take  under 
right  of  eminent  domain,  passed,  341 

ADMINISTRATION    BUILDING: 

order  for  rescission  of  $45,000  on  1930  loan  cf  $210,000,  referred  to 
executive  committee,  426-report  accepted,  assigned  to  next 
meeting,  428-given  first  reading  and  passed,  435,  436-given 
second  reading  and  passed,  457,  458 

order  for  rescission  of  $45,000  on  1930  loan  of  $210,000,  outside 
debt  limit,  referred  to  executive  committee,  426-report  accepted, 
assigned  to  next  meeting,  428-given  first  reading  and  passed, 
435,  436-given  final  reading  and  passed,  457,  458 

alien  nurses: 

order  for  discharge,  passed,  318 

AMBULANCE    SERVICE: 

order  to  investigate  failure  of  prompt  facilities  in  recent  death  of 
one  Barnes,  passed,  14-message  with  communication,  placed  on 
file,  18  ....  J      ,       . 

order  to  investigate  failure  of  prompt  facilities  in  recent  death  of 
John  Connolly,  16-passed,  17-message  with  communication, 
placed  on  file,  27 

order  to  investigate  inadequate  service,  referred  to  committee  on 
hospital  department,  23-remarks  concerning,  26-communication 
regarding,  placed  on  file,  27 


Hospital  Department,  continued. 
Boston  City  Hospital: 

AMBULANCE    STATION: 

message  with  order  for  loan  of  $15,000,  outside  debt  limit,  21- 
referred  to  committee  on  finance.  22-given  first  reading  and 
passed,  47,  48-given  second  reading  and  passed,  75-message 
with  order  for  rescission,  referred  to  executive  committee,  426- 
report  accepted,  assigned  for  one  week,  428-given  first  reading 
and  passed,  435,  436-given  final  reading  and  passed,  457,  458 

message  with  order  for  loan  of  $15,000,  21-referred  to  committee 
on  finance,  22-given  first  reading  and  passed,  47,  48-given 
second  reading  and  passed,  75-message  with  order  for  rescission, 
referred  to  executive  committee,  426-report  accepted,  assigned 
for  one  week,  428-given  first  reading  and  passed,  435,  436-given 
final  reading  and  passed,  457,  458 

APPROPRIATION   TRANSFER: 

order  for,  for  temporary  help,  passed,  319 

BCRNHAM    MEMORIAL    BUILDING: 

message  with  order  for  loan  of  $42,000,  outside  debt  limit,  for 
remodeling,  21-referred  to  committee  on  finance,  22-given  first 
reading  and  passed,  47,  48-given  second  reading  and  passed,  75 

message  with  order  for  loan  of  842,000  for  remodeling,  21-referred 
to  committee  on  finance,  22-given  first  reading  and  passed, 
47,  48-given  second  reading  and  passed,  75 

children's  pavilion: 

message  with   order  for  loan  of  $37,000,   outside  debt  limit,  20- 

referred   to   committee   on   finance,   22-given   first   reading   and 

passed,  47,  48-given  second  reading  and  passed,  75 
message  with  order  for  loan  of  $37,000,  21-referred  to  committee 

on  finance,  22-given  first  reading  and  passed,  47,  48-given  second 

reading  and  passed,  75 

contracts: 

message  with  communication  regarding  request  for  citizen  labor, 
placed  on  file,  10 

death  of  Patrick  Morlet: 

order  for  investigation  and  report  on  circumstances,  350-passed, 
351-message  with  communication,  placed  on  file,  388-message 
with  communication,  placed  on  file,  408 

ELECTRIC    DISTRIBUTION    CENTER: 

message  with  order  for  loan  of  $43,000,  outside  debt  limit,  20- 
referred  to  committee  on  finance,  22-given  first  reading  and 
passed,  47,  48-given  second  reading  and  passed,  75 

message  with  order  for  loan  of  $43,000,  20-referred  to  committee 
on  finance,  22-given  first  reading  and  passed,  47,  48-given 
second  reading  and  passed,  75 

employees: 

order  to  provide  for  increase  in  salaries,  passed,  79 

expenses,  student  nurses: 

order  as  to  advisability  of  providing  for  necessary  expenses,  passed, 
368-message  with  communication,  placed  on  file,  414 

kitchen  building: 

message  with  order  for  loan  of  $148,000,  outside  debt  limit,  21- 
referred  to  committee  on  finance,  22-given  first  reading  and 
passed,  47,  48-given  second  reading  and  passed,  75 

message  with  order  for  loan  of  $148,000,  21-referred  to  committee 
on  finance,  22-given  first  reading  and  passed,  47,  48-given  second 
reading  and  passed,  75 

message  with  order  for  $46,000  for  equipment,  21-referred  to  com- 
mittee on  finance,  22-given  first  reading  and  passed,  47,  48-given 
second  reading  and  passed,  75 
laundry  building: 

message  with  order  for  loan  of  $6,000.  21-referred  to  committee  on 
finance,  22-given  first  reading  and  passed,  47,  48-given  second 
reading  and  passed,  75  . 

message  with  order  for  loan  of  $6,000.  outside  debt  limit,  21- 
referred  to  committee  on  finance,  22-given  first  reading  and 
passed,  47,  48-given  second  reading  and  passed,  75 

message  with  order  for  loan  of  $125,000  for  equipment,  21-referred 
to  committee  on  finance,  22-given  first  reading  and  passed,  47,  48- 
given  second  reading  and  passed,  75 

MEALS    FOR    EMPLOYEES: 

order  as  to  advisability  of  discontinuance,  passed,  368-message 
with  communication,  placed  on  file,  414 

MEDICAL    PAVILION: 

message  with  order  for  rescission  of  $80,000  on  1929  loan,  referred 
to  executive  committee,  426-report  accepted,   assigned  to  next 
meeting,  428-given  first  reading  and  passed,  435,  436-given  final 
reading  and  passed,  457,  458 
memorial:  . 

order  to  erect,  to  those  dying  from  diseases  contracted  during 
service,  passed,  333-message  with  communication,  placed  on  file, 
345 

OLD    LAUNDRY'    BUILDING: 

message  with  order  for  loan  of  $30,000,  outside  debt  limit,  for 
remodeling,  21-referred  to  committee  on  finance,  22-given  first 
reading  and  passed,  47,  48-given  second  reading  and    passed,  75 

message  with  order  for  loan  of  $30,000,  for  remodeling,  21-referred, 
to  committee  on  finance,  22-given  first  reading  and  passed,  47, 48- 
given  second  reading  and  passed,  75 
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Hospital  Department,  continued. 


Boston  City  Hospital: 
old  Ward  N: 

message  with  order  for  rescission  of  $30,000  (1929  loan  for  remodel- 
ling), referred  to  executive  committee,  426-report  accepted, 
assigned  for  one  week,  428-given  first  reading  and  passed,  435, 
436-given  final  reading  and  passed,  457,  458 

payments: 
order  for  amount  paid  Mohawk  Packing  Company  during  year, 
passed,  285-message  with  communication,  placed  on  file,  293 
Powers,  Mrs.  Margaret: 

order  concerning  case,  passed,  311 
radio: 
order  to  install,  with  ear  phones  at  each  bed,  passed,  333-message 
with  communication,  placed  on  file,  345 


ith  communication, 


RELIEF    STATION,    FOREST    HILLS: 

order  to    provide    for,    passed,    78-message 
placed  on  file,  93 

SANATORIUM    DIVISION: 

resolution  favoring  legislation  authorizing  city  to  borrow  for  addi- 
tional building,  passed,  49 

order  to  include  in  budget  sum  to  provide  for  additional  building 
on  River  st.,  passed,  458 

SOUTH    DEPARTMENT,    BUILDINGS,    ETC.: 

order  for  rescission  of  $4,000  on  1930  loan  of  $40,000,  referred  to 
executive  committee,  426-report  accepted,  assigned  for  one 
week,  428-given  first  reading  and  passed,  435,  436-given  final 
reading  and  passed,  457,  458 

order  for  rescission  of  $4,000  on  1930  loan  of  $40,000  outside  debt 
limit,    referred    to    executive    committee,    426-report    accepted, 
assigned  for  one  week,  428-given  first  reading  and  passed,  435, 
436-given  fi,nal  reading  and  passed,  457,  458 
special  nurses: 

order  regarding  twenty  per  cent  reduction  in  rate  charged,  referred 
to  committee  on  city  hospital,  333-message  with  order  to  put 
reduction  into  effect,  report  accepted,  order  passed,  375 

TECHNICIAN: 

order  for  name,  in  attendance  on  David  Pendergast  for  X-ray 
service,  January  6,  1931,  450-passed,  451-message  with  com- 
munication naming  technician,  Victor  Burton,  placed  on  file,  465 

TEMPORARY    NURSES    AND    ORDERLIES: 

order  to  employ  one  hundred  during   present    emergency,  passed, 
51-message  with  communication,  placed  on  file,  81 
tonsil  cases: 

order  to  make  arrangement  to  care  for  more  cases  than  at  present, 
427-passed.  428 
transportation: 

order  as  to  advisability  of  operating  bus  for  visitors,  Central  ave. 
station  to  Boston   Sanatorium,  passed,  424-message  with   com- 
munication, 446-placed  on  file,  447 
uniforms: 

order   requesting   matron    not    to    compel    change    for    waitresses, 
passed,  304-message  regarding,  placed  on  file,  316 
Parker  Hill:  order  to  accept  Act  authorizing  transfer  of  land  to  park 
department,    referred    to    executive   committee,    96-report   accepted, 
order  passed,  102 


Howard  Avenue,  Ward  13. 

sidewalk  schedule,  passed,  95 
ioyt  Street,  Ward  IS. 

order  to  provide  footway,  over  or  under,  at  end,  passed,  395 
order  to  accept  and  lay  out,  passed,  395 


Hudson  Street,  Ward  3. 

order  to  repave,  passed,  230 


Hulbert  Street,  Ward  9. 

order  to  repave,  passed,  413 

order  for  sidewalk,  Washington  st.  to  Regent  st.,  passed,  413 

Hunter  Street,  Ward  14. 

order  to  accept  and  lay  out,  passed,  312,  422 

Huntington  Avenue. 

order  to  eliminate  street  car  reservation  between  Copley  sq.  and  Francis 
St.,  passed,  470 


Huntington  Avenue,  Ward  10. 

order  to  install  "white  way"  lights,  Ward  st.  to  Riverway,  passed,  373 

Huntoon  Street,  Ward  17. 

order  to  accept  and  lay  out,  Medway  st.  to  Butler  st.,  passed,  336 

Hutchinson,  James  F. 

provisionally  appointed  collector  of  samples,  health  department,  249 

Hyde  Park  Avenue. 

order  to  replace  present  lights  with  boulevard  type,  passed,  37 

Hyde  Park  Avenue  and  Cummins  Highway. 

order  to  install  traffic  signal  system  at  corner,  passed,  35-message  with 
communication,  placed  on  file,  56 

Hyde  Park  Avenue  and  Cummins  Highway,  Ward  18. 

order  to  install  automatic  traffic  signal  at  corner,  passed,  387 

Hyde  Park  Avenue,  Ward  18. 

order  to  include  in  resurfacing  program   for  1931,   Neponset  ave.   to 

Clarendon  Hill  sq.,  passed,  17 
order  to  repave  Neponset  ave.  to  Clarendon  Hill  sq.,  passed,  122 
order  for  sidewalk,  Dana  ave.  to  New  Allen  st.,  passed,  218 

Hyde  Park  Avenue,  Ward  19. 

order  to  replace  present   type   with   boulevard  lights,   Forest  Hills   to 

Neponset  ave.,  passed,  32 
order  to  include  in  resurfacing  program  for  1931,  Forest  Hills  sq.  to 

Neponset  ave.,  passed,  32 


Ice. 

for  drinking  fountains: 

see  Public  Works  Department. 
prices  of: 

order  for  investigation,  passed,  303-message  with  communication, 
placed  on  file,  345 

Immediate  Relief.     (See  Soldiers'  Relief  Department.) 
Incinerating  Plants. 

order  for  appointment  of  committee  to  inspect  and  report  upon  opera- 
tion in  New  York  City,  318-passed,  319 
order  for  hearing  as  to  advisability  of  installation,  passed,  472 
order  for  committee  to  investigate  possibility  of  providing  incineration 
of  refuse  and  garbage,  passed,  472 

Industrial  Bank. 

order  to  make  arrangements  assuring  depositors  receiving  their  money 
before  Christmas,  1931,  passed,  449 

Information. 

see  Park  Department 
see  Supply  Department 

Inspection  of  Buildings.     (See  Building  Department.) 
Institutions  Department. 

Long    Island:   hearing   for   license   to   maintain   fender   piles   at   East 

Wharf,  placed  on  file,  416 
Long  Island  hospital: 

message  with  order  for  loan  of  $200,000  for  recreation  building,  20- 
referred  to  committee  on  finance,  22-given  first  reading  and  passed, 
47,  48-given  second  reading  and  passed,  74,  75 

message  with  order  for  loan  of  $50,000  for  recreation  building,  referred 
to  committee  on  finance,  293-report  accepted,  order  assigned  to 
next  meeting,  322-passed,  341-given  final  reading  and  passage,  352 

order  as  to  advisability  of  transferring  to  mainland,  passed,  335 
sale  of  launch:    message  with  communication  and  order  authorizing 

sale,  "James  J.  Minot,"  265-referred  to  executive  committee,  266 


INSURANCE 


(34) 


KELLY 


Insurance  Investment. 

resolution  favoring  legislation  authorizing  investment  in  real  property, 
passed,  29 


Ipswich  Street,  Ward  S. 

order  for  sidewalk,  Boylston  st.  to  Boylston  st.,  passed,  373 

Ivory  Street,  Ward  20. 

order  for  sidewalk,  Dent  st.  to  Perham  st.,  passed,  395 


Jitneys. 

licenses  to  operate: 

Boston  Elevated  Railway  Company: 

order,  along  Adams  st.,  Dorchester,  passed,  22-message  with  com- 
munication, placed  on  file,  44 
petition,  junction  Tremont  st.  and  Huntington  ave.   and  Copley 

sq.,  58 
petition,  between  Andrew  sq.  and  Dorchester  ave.  and  Savin  Hill 

ave.,  including  loop,  110-granted,  330;  order  for  change  of  route, 

378-passed,  379 
petition,  junction  Tremont  st.  and  Huntington  ave.,  and  junction 

Clarendon  and  Stuart  sts.,  125-granted,  131 
petition,  East  Eighth  st.  and    Columbia  rd.,  and  junction  Wash- 
ington and  Kneeland  sts.,  125 
petition,  between  Cambridge-Boston  line  on  Charles  River  dam  and 

Scollay  sq.,  147 
petition,  between  Ashmont  station,  Dorchester,  and  Park  sq.,  147 
petition,  between  junction  Commonwealth  and  Chestnut  Hill  aves., 

and  junction  Chestnut  Hill  ave.  and  Washington  st.,  Brighton, 

185-granted,  202 
petition,  between  Boston-Cambridge  line  and  junction  Washington 

and  Market  sts.,  Brighton,  185-granted,  202 
petition,  between  carhouse,  South  st.,  and  Green  st.  elevated  station, 

196 
petition,  between  Columbia  station  and  junction   Freeport  st.  and 

Mill  St.,  427 
petition,   between   Fields  Corner  station   and   Columbia  station, 

Dorchester,  427 
petition,  between  Gallivan  Boulevard,   Morton  st.   and  Ashmont 

station,  Dorchester,  448 
Eastern  Massachusetts  Street  Railway  Company: 

petition,  between  Pierce  sq.  and  Ashmont  station,  order  for  report 

on  decision,  339-passed,  340-report  on  petition  recommending 

leave  to  withdraw,  357-report  accepted,  358 
report  on  petition,  Dedham-Boston  line  to  Forest  Hills  station  of 

Boston  Elevated  line,  report  accepted,  356,  357-given  leave  to 

withdraw,  357 
petition.  Pierce  sq.  to  Ashmont  station  on  Dorchester  ave.,  411- 

granted,  421 
petition,    Dedham-Boston    line,    and    Forest    Hills    station,    411- 

granted,  428;  communication  from  selectmen  of  Norwood  favor- 
ing, referred  to  committee  on  jitney  licenses,  411 
Pierce  Coach  Lines: 

petition,   Boston-Dedham   line   on    Washington   st.    to    Egleston 

sq.,  Forest  Hills,  125-report  accepted,  358,  359 
petition,  Park  sq.  to  Providence,  364 


Jobert,  Arthur  J. 

resolution  favoring  legislation  authorizing  city  to  pension,  passed,  126 

John  A.  Andrew  Street,  Ward  19. 

order  for  sidewalk    Newbern  st.  to  Carolina  ave.    passed,  190 

John  T.  Carr  Stadium. 

order  to  so  name  new  stadium  at  Columbus  pk.,  South  Boston,  passed. 
115 

John  T.    Fallon   Post,   No.    1050,  Veterans  of  Foreign 
Wars. 

communication   requesting  authority  to  lease  Florence   Street  school, 
Roslindale,  placed  on  file,  394;  order  to  lease,  passed,  395. 

Johnson  Place,  Dorchester. 

order  for  taking  of  land  for  sewerage  works,  passed,  193 


Jones,  Eliot  N. 

appointed  member,  board  of  zoning  adjustment,  placed  on  file,  167 

Julian  Street,  Ward  13. 

order  to  repave,  passed,  141 

Junior  High    School,   Charlestown.     (See  School  Com- 
mittee.) 

Jurors. 

drawn:  5,  6,  7,  39,  40,  80,  81.  132,  136,  176,  225,  264,  288,  325,  376. 
404,   433,   445 


Jury  List. 

City  Document  No.  60  received,  placed  on  file,  252 
order  regarding  names,  passed,  252 
see  Election  Department 


Keefe,  Francis  T. 

appointed  first  assistant  assessor,  placed  on  file.  Ill 

Kelly,  Francis  E.,  Councilor. 

orders  and  resolves: 

addition  to  Boston  sanatorium,  458 

acceptance  of  streets,  Ward  15,  172 

allowance  for  rifle  range,  216 

automatic  traffic  signal,  Ward  15,  76 

Boston  Airport,  283 

children's  playground,  Ward  15,  24 

city  election,  378 

collection,  real  estate  taxes,  471 

donation  by  theaters,  394 

East  Boston  Courthouse  specifications,  120 

elimination  of  guards,  elevated  trains,  470 

employment  of  citizens,  53 

fence,  Ronan  pk.,  217 

flashing  beacon,  Ward  15,  172 

gates,  Adams  St.,  37 

gates,  Ronan  pk.,  189 

headquarters.  Francis  G.  Kane  Post  60,  American  Legion,  122 

hearing,  site  for  Girls'  High  school,  Dorchester,  402,  462 

hearings,  salary  schedules,  County  of  Suffolk  employees,  13.  15 

improvements,  Ward  15.  62,  76,  230,  312,  395,  413,  431,  457  (2) 

invitation  to  Hon.  Alfred  E.  Smith,  137 

jitneys.  Andrew  sq.,  378 

land  taking  by  eminent  domain,  341 

memorial,  city  hospital,  333 

naming  Christopher  F.  King  sq..  217 

new  site,  Dorchester  High  school,  429 

payment  for  ice  cream,  281,  311 

permits  to  carry  revolvers,  334 

playground,  Ward  15,  189 

political  buttons,  city  employees,  333 

printing,  council  minutes  in  local  newspapers,  457 

radio,  city  hospital,  333 

reduction  of  fees,  city  hospital  special  nurses,  333 

reduction  of  rates,  gas  and  electricity,  431 

reinstatement,  James  P.  Stuart,  24 

reinstatement,  Thomas  Woodford,  37 

removal  street  car  rails,  91 

repaving  Hancock  st.,  61 

resolution  regarding  use  of  salaries  for  poor,  231,  232 

righting  wrong,  Ronan  pk.,  332 

sewer  outlet,  Hamilton  and  Clarkson  sts.,  281 

sidewalks,  Ward  15,  97,  122,  284,  352  (2),  413 

sirens,  Ward  15,  202 

traffic  signals,  223 

point  of  order:  239,  305 
remarks: 

abatement  to  New  England  Building  Corporation,  234 

addition,  Boston  sanatorium,  458 

additional  stations,  public  welfare  department,  470 

allowances  by  public  welfare  department,  431 

appropriation,  East  Boston  Courthouse,  116 

appropriation,  municipal  employment  bureau,  485,  486 

appropriation  for  port  differentials,  234,  235 

bidding  by  meat  concerns,  307 

bids  on  construction,  East  Boston  tunnel,  99 

Boston  Airport,  283 

children's  playground,  Ward  15,  24 

citizens  of  Boston  for  city  work,  364,  365,  366 

"City  Record,"  424 
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Kelly,  Francis  E.,  Councilor,  continued. 


remarks: 

classification  and  compensation  plans,  150 

collection   real  estate  taxes,  471 

contract  for  collection  of  ashes  and  garbage,  444 

donation  by  theaters,  394 

Kast  Boston  Courthouse  specifications,  120 

elimination  of  guards,  elevated  trains,  471 

elimination  of  port  differentials,  8 

employment  of  citizens,  53 

expenses,  student  nurses,  368 

extension  of  payments,  369 

five-day  week,  370,  371 

gates,  Adams  st.,  37 

gates,  Honan  pk..  189 

hearing,  site  for  Girls'  High  school,  402,  462 

hearings,  salary  schedules,  County  of  Suffolk  employees,  13,  16 

investigation  of  conduct  of  civil  service  commission,  50 

invitation  to  Hon.  Alfred  E.  Smith   137,  138 

land,  hospital  purposes,  385 

land  taking  by  eminent  domain,  341 

loan,  Boston  Airport.  239,  240,  241,  242,  243,  254,  260 

loan,  city  hospital,  340,  341 

loan,  East  Boston  Strandway,  273 

loan,  Girls'  High  school,  Dorchester,  417,  420,  458,  462 

loan,  high  school  construction,  439,  441,  442,  443,  444 

loan  orders  for  playgrounds,  parks  and  bridges,  31 

loan,  public  golf  course,  88,  90,  112 

loans,  police  stations,  253 

memorial,  city  hospital,  333 

new  site,  Dorchester  High  school,  429,  430 

payment  for  ice  cream,  281,  283,  311 

permits  to  carry  revolvers,  334 

political  buttons,  city  employees,  333 

printing  council  minutes  in  local  newspapers,  457 

purchase  of  goods,  supply  department,  305 

race  discrimination,  305,  306,  307 

radio,  city  hospital,  333 

reduction  of  fees,  city  hospital  special  nurses,  333 

reduction  of  rates,  gas  and  electricity,  431 

report  of  finance  commission,  330 

report  on  annual  budget,  155 

request  of  public  welfare  department,  302 

righting  wrong,  Konan  pk.,  332 

resolution  regarding  use  of  salaries  for  poor,  231,  232 

retention  of  men,  golf  links.  149 

sale  of  city  automobiles,  494 

sale  of  land,  Brighton,  374 

sale  of  land,  Massachusetts  General  hospital,  399 

sale  of  old  Armory  building,  353 

sale  of  land  Chestnut  Hill  and  Commonwealth  aves.,  354,  355,  356 

sale  of  land,  rear  80  West  Cedar  St.,  25 

seal  on  city  badges.  115 

sewer  outlot,  Hamilton  and  Clarkson  sts.,  281 

Suffolk  County  courthouse,  489,  491 

unclaimed  baggage,  262 

unanimous  consent:  00  385 


Kendall  Weekly  Half-Holiday  Bill. 

indorsing  and  favoring  passage,  59  pawed,  59 

Ken  more  Square. 

petition  for  change  of  n  ime  of  Governor  si|.  (o  Kciin  report 

iptad,  order  passed,  486 

Kennedy,  Parents  of  Teresa. 

'ion  approving  legislation  authorising  oity  to  pay  money,  i 

tor  report,  224  message  with  communication,   placed  on 

Kcnncy,  Mary  P. 
■■nit  r  for  payment  oi  II  I .  report  acoepted,  order  passed,  191 

Kerwin  Street,  Ward  14. 

I  to  rrpnve.  passed,  83 

Kenwood  Street,  Ward  17. 
onta  i  ;> 

Knnlernarten  and  Primary  Schools. 

order  v»  to  advisability  of  r«i  iblishing  in  vicinity  M   r\   I     <  'urlrv  school, 
P"'"  iMi  oommunic  itii  n  placed  on  rile,  luT 


King  (Christopher  F.)  Square. 

order  to  so  name  space  at  junction   Columbia  rd.,  Bellevue  and  Glendale 
sts.,   217-passed,  218 


King  Street,  Ward  16. 

order  to  repave,  passed,  37,  287 


Kingsdale  Street,  Ward  14. 

order  for  sidewalk.  N'os.  48  to  56  and  Nog,  53  to  55,  passed,  231 
order  for  sidewalk  in  front  of  No.  22,  passed,  395 


Kingston,  Elizabeth  D. 

appointed  probation  officer,  referred  to  committee  on  county  accounts, 
12-report  with  communication  and  order  determining  salary,  report 
accepted,  order  passed,  48 


Kirstein,  Louis  E. 

elected  presidont,  library  trustees,  placed  on  file,  207 

Kitchen  Building.     (See  Hospital  Department.) 
Knapp,  George  J. 

report  on  order  (19301  for  claim  with  order  for  $372.50,  report  accepted, 
claim  approved,  428 


L  Street  Bath  House.     (Sec  Park  Department.) 
Laban  Pratt  Road,  Ward  16. 

order  to  accept  and  lay  out,  passed.  444 

Labor  Agreements. 

order  for  alleviation  of  required  labor  agreements,  passed,  321 

Ladder  Company.     (See  Fire  Department.) 
Lane,  Richard  J. 

re-clei  ted  commissioner  01  school  buildings,  pi  127 

Lansdownc  Street,  Ward  8. 

order  to  accept  and  lay  out,  passed,  49 

Larceny.     (See  Public  Welfare  Department.) 
Laundry  Building.     (.Sec  Hospital  Department.) 
Law  Department. 

home    rule:   order   to    prepare    legislation    regarding,    referred    lo  legis. 

lih  ve 
order  for  information  oonearniog  contracts,  leases  or  agreements,  passed, 

topic  in  Mayor's  address.  I.  .'. 

Lee  Street,  Ward  II. 
order  to  aooept  and  lay  out,  paaeed,  ill.  173 

I  c.ih\ ,   Mr>.  Philip. 

report  , rder  for  annuity  of  $<K>tl.  retort  accepted,  order  pagM 

School  <  lommitl 
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Legislative. 

message  with  order  to  accept  Act  relative  to  second  assistant  assessors, 

referred  to  executive  committee,  121-report  accepted,  order  passed, 

121 
message  with  order  to  accept  Act    relative  to  time  of  opening  polls, 

passed,  124 
message  with  order  for  acceptance  of  Act  providing  for  construction  of 

strandway,  East  Boston,  referred  to  executive  committee,  247-report 

accepted,  order  passed,  253 
notice  of  acceptance  of  section  22,  chapter  383,  Acts  of  1931,  by  Boston 

Elevated  Railway  Company,  223 
order  to  accept  Act  establishing  compensation  of  special  justices,  Boston 

municipal  court,  referred  to  executive  committee,  138-report  accepted, 

order  passed,  141-vetoed,  placed  on  file,  165 
order  to  accept  Act  authorizing  transfer  of  land,  Dunbar  ave..  Ward  17, 

from  school  department  to  park  department,  passed,  169,  196 
order  to  accept  Act  providing  for  additional  assistant  clerks  of  municipal 

court  of  Boston  for  civil  business,  referred  to  executive  committee,  172— 

report  accepted,  order  passed,  173 
order  to  accept  Act  authorizing  city  to  borrow  money  for  reconstruction 

of  streets,  referred  to  executive  committee,  177-report  accepted,  order 

passed,  191 
order  to  accept  Act  authorizing  city  to  borrow  money  for  airport  purposes, 

referred    to    executive    committee,      178-report    accepted,    reference 

ordered,  191-report  accepted,  order  passed,  218 
order  to  accept  Act  authorizing  city  to  pay  annuity  to  Mrs.  Frank  L. 

Lyons,  referred  to  executive  committee,  201-report  accepted,  order 

passed,  202-  vetoed,  placed  on  file,  226 
order  to  accept  Act  providing  for  construction  of  municipal  building  in 

Fields  Corner  section,  Dorchester,  referred  to  executive    committee, 

230-report  accepted,  order  passed,  244 
order  to  accept  Act  providing  for  construction  of  municipal  building  on 

Franklin  Field,  Dorchester  district,  referred  to  executive  committee, 

230-report  accepted,  order  passed,  244 
report  on  order  authorizing  city  to  borrow  money  for  erection  of  municipal 

building,  Charlestown,  report  accepted,  order  passed,  219 
order  to  accept  Act  authorizing  annuity  to  widow  of  Frank  J.  Comeau, 

referred  to  executive  committee,  277-report  accepted,  order  passed, 

286-vetoed,  placed  on  file,  289 
order  to  accept  Act  authorizing  city  to  continue  payment  of  pension  to 

Mrs.  Daniel  T.  Dineen,  referred  to  executive  committee,  281-report 

accepted,  order  passed,  286 
message  with  order  to  accept  Act  relative  to  extending  term  of  lease  of 

properties  of  Boston  Elevated  Railway  Company,  referred  to  execu- 
tive committee,  294-report  accepted,  order  passed,  412 
order  for   acceptance   of   chap.   384,  Acts  of   1931,  relative   to   Suffolk 

County   courthouse,   referred   to  executive  committee,   311-message 

concerning,  placed  on  file,  466 
order  to  accept  chapter  458,  Acts  of  1931  relative  to  the  indemnification 

of  city  employees  operating  city-owned  motor  vehicles  and  the  pro- 
tection of  citizens  of  the  Commonwealth,  referred  to  the  executive 

committee,  394-report  accepted,  order  passed,  400 
order  to  accept  Act  establishing  compensation   of  special  justices  of 

municipal  court,  Boston,  referred  to  executive  committee,  457-report 

accepted,  order  passed,  458 
order  for  acceptance  of  chapter  384,  Acts  of  1931,  County  Courthouse, 

486-laid  on  table,  487 


Legislative  Hearings. 

order  to  post  notices  regarding,  in  city  council  room,  63 

Legislative  Matters,  Committee  on. 

order  to  appear  at  hearings  on  bills  affecting  city,  passed,  34 

Lenoxdale  Avenue,  Ward  16. 

order  to  accept  and  lay  out,  passed,  287 
Lewis,  Arthur  J. 

appointed  director,  Chattel  Loan  Company,  placed  on  file,  248 

Lexington  Avenue,  Ward  18. 

order  to  include  in  resurfacing  program  for  1931,  passed,  17 

Lexington  and  Bunker  Hill  Streets,  Ward  2. 

order  for  automatic  signal  light  at  corner,  passed,  309-message  with 
communications,  347-placed  on  file,  348 


Leyden  Street,  Ward  1. 

order  for  sidewalk,  Blackinton  st.  to  No.  169,  passed,  230 

order  for  sidewalk,  Breed  st.  to  No.  60,  passed,  91 

order  for  sidewalk,  south  side,  Boardman  st.  to  Breed  st.,  passed,  342 


Library  Building,  Richmond  Street,  Dorchester. 

order  to   build   addition   for   Old   Dorchester   Post   No.   65,   American 
Legion  quarters,  passed,  111 

Library  Department. 

trustees:  Gordon   Abbott,  appointed,   167;   Gordon  Abbott,   resigned, 

185;  John  L.  Hall,  appointed,  196 
organization:     Louis   E.    Kirstein,    president,   Ellery   Sedgwick,   vice 

president,  Delia  Jean  Deery,  clerk,  207 
branch  libraries: 

Chestnut  Hill  ave.,  Ward  21:  order  to  transfer  land  and  buildings 

of  Mary  L.  Brock  school,  passed,  452 
establishment    of:     message     with     order    for     loan   of   $200,000, 
20-referred  to   committee  on   finance,   22-given  first   reading  and 
passed,  47,  48-given  second  reading  and  passed,  74,  75, 
Franklin  Park  section,  Ward  14:  order  to  establish,  passed,  37- 

message  with  communication,  placed  on  file,  73 
Germantown  section,  Ward  20:  order  to  include  in  budget  sum  to 
provide  for  establishment,  passed,  484 
central  library  building:  message  with  communication  and  order  for 
385.000  for  foundation  improvements,  referred  to  finance  committee. 
146-report   accepted,   order   passed,   167-given   second   reading    and 
passed,  201,  202 
transfer:  message    with    communication    and    order    for,    within   the 
department,   referred   to  executive  committee.   415-report  accepted, 
given  first  reading  and  passed,  416-given  final  reading  and  passed, 
435,  436 
transfer  of  land:  message  with  communication  for  transfer  of  portion 
of  Mission  Hill  playground  from  park  department,  placed  on  file,  146 

Licenses. 

bootblacks:  22,  167,  223,  272,  364,  427,  466 

Boston  National  League  Baseball  Company:  petition,  58-granted, 
91 

child  performers: 

Brymer,  Kathryn  I.:  petition,  245-granted,  253 

Buckley,  Helen  M.:  petition,  147-granted,  149 

Burnham,  Amelia:  petition,  185-granted.  191 

Campbell,  Mary:  petition,  147-granted,  149 

Carney,  Ellen  F.:  petition,  82-granted,  91 

Casey,  Anne  Marie  V.:  petition,  47-granted,  55 

Casey,  Anne  Marie  Victoria:   petition,  196-granted,  202 

Corbett,  Mary  V.:  petition,  185-granted,  191 

DePetro,  Mrs   Gertrude  Dolan:  petition,  223-granted,  223 

Donovan   May  G.:  petition,  207-granted,  218 

Doyle,  Helen  V.:  petition,  167-granted,  173 

Doyle,  Theresa:  petition,  167-granted,  173 

Dunn,  Helen  M.:  petition,  229-granted,  244 

Fahey,  Rev.  James  E.:  petition,  207-granted,  218 

Fox,  Mrs.  C.  L.:   petition,  185-granted,  191 

Frutman,  Rosa:   petition,  207-granted,  218 

Gould,  Lester  P.:   petition,  82-granted,  91;   petition,  207-granted. 
218;    petition,  394-granted,  400 

Govone,  A.  Marie:  petition,  196-grauted,  202 

Hart,  Rev.  John  J.:  petition,  185-granted,  191 

Hawkins,  Ramoma:     petition,    185-granted,    191;     petition,   363- 
granted,  374 

Hayes,  Mary  Virginia:  petition,  223-granted,  223 

Hiltz,  Marion  Thomas:  petition,  125-granted,  129 

Hoqan,  Lavinia  A.:  petition,  229-granted,  244 

Howes,  Ruth  M.:  petition,  223-granted,  223 

Lillafrances  Viles  School  of  Dancing:  petition,  167-granted,  173 

Lyons,  Esther:  petition,  229-granted,  244 

MacDonald,  Gertrude:  petition,  207-granted,  219 

McDermott,  Kay  A.:  petition,  229-granted,  244 

McShane  Ruth:  petition,  22-granted,  25 

McShane,  Ruth  M.:  petition,  167-granted,  173 

Norris,  Lois  E.:  petition,  185-granted,  191 

Paporello,  Maria:  petition,  95-granted,  102 

Philbrook,  Lulu:  petition,  167-granted,  173 

Reid,  David:  petition,  185-granted,  191 

Ring,  Mary  E.:  petition,  229-granted,  244 

Sacco,     Mildred    C:  petition,     185-granted,     191;  petition,   223- 
granted,  223 
Schweda,  Rose:  petition,  granted,  15 
Sherwood,  Romaine  P.:  petition,  248-granted,  253 
Sidman,  Rose:  petition,  229-granted,  244 
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Licenses,  continued. 

child  performers: 

Simpson,  Harold  B.:  petition,  28-granted,  29;  petition,  207-granted, 
218 

Sirota,  Samuel:  petition,  248-granted,  253 

Sister  Catherine  Mary:  petition,  435-granted,  414 

Smith,  H.  Barbara:  petition,  329- granted,  343 

Stewart,  Marie:  petition,  Ill-granted,  116 

Stutz-Ruby  Dancing  School:  petition,  147-granted,  149 

Toma,  Rev.  L.:  petition,  229-granted,  244 

Wiiite,  Leona  C:  petition,  135-granted,  141 

Wolkfers,  Jules:  petition   248-granted,  253 

Wyman,  Lilla  Viles:  petition,  196-granted,  202 

Zydnovich,  Anthony:  petition,  granted,  15 
newsboys:  22,  82,  167,  223,  272,  364,  427,  466 
Sunday  sports: 

Lincoln  Park,  Inc.: 

bond  received  and  approved,  252 
petition,  223-granted,  224 
transient  vendors:  330,  416,  435 
vendors:  82 


Liggett  Drug  Company. 

resolution  commending  generosity  to  worthy  poor,  371-referred  to  com- 
mittee on  rules,  372 


Lighting  Streets.  (See  Public  Works  Department.) 
Lincoln  Park,  Inc.     (See  Licenses.) 
Linden  Street,  Ward  21. 

sidewalk  schedule,  passed,  229 

List  of  Streets.     (.See  Street  Laying-Out  Department.) 
Loading  Platform.     (See  Transit  Department.) 

Loans. 

additional  land:  see  Hospital  Department 

Albany  st.  bridge:  see  Public  Works  Department 

ambulance  station:  see  Hospital  Department 

appropriation:  sec  Public  Welfare  Department 

automatic  traffic  signals:  see  Traffic  Commission 

Billings  Field:  see  Park  Department 

Boston  Airport:  see  Boston  Airport 

branch  libraries:  see  Library  Department 

buildings,  Sullivan  sq.,  Charlestown:  see  Park  Department 

Burnham  memorial  building:  see  Hospital  Department 

Castle  Island  and  Marine  park:  sec  Park  Department 

central  library  building:  see  Library  Department 

charities  administration  building:  see  Public  Welfare  Department 

Charlestown  Heights:  see  Park  Department 

children's  pavilion:  set  Hospital  Department 

children's  playground,  Ward  IS:  let  I'ark  Department 

courthouse,  Roxbury:  see  Public  Buildings   Department 

electrical  distribution  center:  sic  Hospital  Department 

Franklin  Field:  im  Park  Department 

garage,  station  14:  see  Police  Department 

QlruV  High  school,  Dorchester:  tit  School  Committee 

James  P.  Healy  playground:  MS  Park  Department 

John  J.  Connolly  playground.  Ward  II:  see  Park  Department 

kitchen  building:  m  Hospital  Department 

land  and  buildings  for  schools:  ut  School  Buildings  Department 

laundry  building:  ttt  Hospital  Department 

locker  building,  Faglc  Hill  playground:  .iff  Pork  Department 

long  Island  hospital:  see  Institutions  Department 

Mar\  llemenway  playground:   are  Park  Department 

Morton  st.  bridge:  its  Public  Works  Department 


Loans,  continued. 

mothers'  rest,  Wellington  Hill  section,  Ward  14:  see  Park  Depart- 
ment 

municipal   building,    Fields   Corner:  see  Public   Buildings    Depart- 
ment 

new  fire  station,  South  Boston:  see  Fire  Department 

new  police  station  and  garage,  Divisions  4  and  5:  see  Police  Depart- 
ment 

new  police  station,  West  End:  see  Police  Department 

new  police  stations:    see  Public  Buildings  Department 

old  laundry  building:  see  Hospital  Department 

Parker  Hill:    see  Park  Department 

playground,  Dorchester:  see  Park  Department 

playground,  Ward  3:  see  Park  Department 

playgrounds:  see  Park  Department 

public  golf  course:  see  Park  Department 

Public  Latin  school:   see  School  Committee 

rescission  of: 

see  Hospital  Department 

see  Public  Welfare  Department 

see  Traffic  Commission 

reconstruction  of  streets:  see  Public  Works  Department 

recreation     building:     see    Institutions    Department,    Long     Island 
hospital 

Ronan  pk.,  Ward  15:  see  Park  Department 

sewerage  works:  see  Public  Works  Department 

Shawmut  ave.  bridge:  see  Public  Works  Department 

Smith's  Pond  playground:  see  Park  Department 

Stanley  A.  Ringer  playground:  see  Park  Department 

station  No.  12:  see  Police  Department 

temporary    loan    in    anticipation    of    taxes:  message    with    order, 
passed,  7-givcn  second  reading  and  passed,  25 

Tenean  beach:  see  Park  Department 

wardroom,  Blossom  st.,  Ward  3:    see  Public  Buildings  Department 

William  Amerena  playground:  see  Park  Department 


Loans  of  Money  by  Banks. 

preambles  atid  resolution  regarding    passed.  233 

Lochstead  Avenue,  Ward  19. 

order  for  sidewalks,  passed,  122 
order  to  repave,  passed,  372 

Locker  Buildings.     (See  Park  Department.) 

Long  Island  Hospital.     (See  Institutions  Department.) 

Long,  Mother  of  James. 

resolution  favoring  legislation  authorizing  payment  of  money,  passed, 
59 

Long,  William  P. 

appointed  park  oommiarioner,  plaoed  on  file,  167;  designated  chairman  of 
park  commissioners,  placed  on  file,  167 

Lucerne  Street,  Ward  II. 

order  to  accept  and  lay  out,  Caliender  st.  to  Stratton  st..  passed,  231 

Lucj  Stone  School,  Ward  17.     {See  School  Commits 
I  \iich,  Mrs.  Patrick  \\  . 

petition  for  annuity.  411 

Lynch,  William  O.,  Councilor. 

order--  and  rTMOlfMi 

aooeptanoe,  Qena  st  .  Ward  7.  24.'! 

acceptance.  Ward  7  streets.  277 

amendment  iii  Sunday  ■porti  ordliuuuM 
are  tight,  South  Boston,  7u 

■  ire  light.   W 
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Lynch,  William  Q.,  Councilor,  continued. 

orders  and  resolves: 

chairs  of  council  members,  470 

data,  in  re  city  automobiles,  487 

election  returns,  400 

flooding  of  playgrounds,  450 

glass  sun  house,  L  Street  bath,  444 

headquarters,  Columbia  Post.  No.  51,  172 

improvements,  "Ward  7,  115.  335,  400 

invitation  to  Democratic  National  Convention,  323 

L  Street  baths  opening,  359 

naming  of  new  stadium,  Columbus  pk.,  South  Boston,  115 

opening  beneath  women's  locker  room,  323 

protection,  Carson  beach,  224 

removal,  Edward  Everett  statue,  90 

restoration,  two-man  car  service,  400 

resurfacing  Ward  7  streets,  277 

revoeation  of  parking  rules,  277 

rules,  L  Street  bathhouse,  252 

sidewalks.  Ward  7,  168,  229 

solarium,  L  Street  bathhouse,  243 

substitute  quarters  for  Mosquito  Fleet  Club,  190 

underpass,  Edward  Everett  sq.,  252 

point  of  order:  462 

remarks: 

hearing,  Girls'  High  school,  462 

land  for  hospital  purposes,  382 

loan,  Boston  Public  Latin  school,  342 

loan  order  passed,  61 

protection  of  property,  L  Street  bath,  395 

report  on  annual  budget,  154 

sale  of  land,  Chestnut  Hill  and  Commonwealth  aves.,  355 

sale  of  Old  Armory  building,  353 

sale  of  police  station  8,  353 

sale  of  land,  rear  80  West  Cedar  at.,  25,  26 


Lyndhurst  Street,  Ward  17. 

order  to  repave,  passed,  438 

Lyon  Street,  Ward  15. 

order  to  repave,  passed,  76 

Lyons,  Mrs.  Frank  L. 

order  for  acceptance  of  Act  authorizing  city  to  pay  annuity,  referred  to 
executive  committee,  201-report  accepted,  order  passed,  202-vetoed, 
placed  on  file,  226 

resolution  favoring  legislation  authorizing  city  to  pay,  passed,  78 


Madison  Court,  Ward  4. 

order  to  repave,  passed,  131 

Magazine  Street,  Ward  8. 

order  for  sidewalk,  Dudley  st.  to  Massachusetts  ave.,  passed,  163 

Magnolia  Street,  Ward  13. 

order  to  repave,  passed,  141 

order  for  sidewalk,  Dudley  st.,  to  Wayland  st.,  passed,  424 

Magnolia  Street,  Ward  14. 

order  to  accept  and  lay  out,  passed,  63 

Mahoney,  Charles  J. 

appointed  overseer,  public  welfare  department,  placed  on  file,  317 

Mahoney,  Michael  J.,  Councilor. 

orders  and  resolves: 

accident,  Matthew  J.  Sweeney  playground,  224 

building,  Ward  6,  fire  menace,  372 

cleaning  streets,  South  Boston,  136 

cleaning  Ward  6  streets,  17 

commendation  of  fire  department  band,  123 

concrete  walks,  etc.,  Independence  pk.,  373 

garage,  police  station  No.  12,  58 

improvements,  Ward  6,  309 

lease  to  Major  M.  J.  O'Connor  Camp  4,  149 


Mahoney,  Michael  J.,  Councilor,  continued. 

orders  and  resolves: 

locker  building,  South  Boston,  172 
motion  to  adjourn  for  two  weeks,  359 
payment  to  parents  of  Teresa  Kennedy,  218 
pension  to  John  T.  Conley,  218 
plans,  Evacuation  Day  parade,  95 
removal  of  restriction,  309 
restoration,   two-man   car  service,  400 
revocation  of  parking  rules,  277 
sidewalks.  Wards  6  and  7,  309.  342 
Suffolk  County  courthouse,  493 
remarks: 

invitation  to  Hon.  Alfred  E.  Smith,  142 

loan  orders,  playgrounds,  parks  and  bridges,  31 

race  discrimination,  306 

thanks  to  President  McGrath,  496 

Main  Street,  Charlestown. 

order  for  inspection  of  buildings,  passed,  335 

Main  Street  Thoroughfare,  Ward  2. 

order  as  to  advisability  of  constructing  on  northerly  side,  from  Sullivan 
sq.  to  City  sq.,  passed,  70 

Major  M.  J.  O'Connor  Camp  4,  United  Spanish  War 
Veterans. 

order  for  lease  of  upper  floor  of  old  ladder  5  building.  South  Boston, 
referred  to  executive  committee.  149-report  accepted,  order  passed, 
149 

Maloney,  George  A. 

appointed  first  assistant  assessor,  placed  on  file,  111 

Manevitz,  Hyman. 

appointed  director,  Workingmen's  Loan  Association,  placed  on  file,  317 
Manning,  Joseph  P. 

appointed  trustee,  Boston  city  hospital,  167;  re-elected  president, 
placed  on  file,  208 

Maple  Street,  Ward  12. 

order  to  repave,  passed,  83 

Maple  and  Cheney  Streets,  Ward  12. 

order  to  install  electric  arc  lamp  at  corner,  passed,  3S6 

Market  Street,  Ward  22. 

order  to  repave,  passed,  16 

Marking  of  Historical  Sites,  Commission  On. 

Bolton,  Charles  K.:  resigned,  185 

order  concerning  rescinding  contract  for  making  tablets,  state  house,  198- 
order  passed,  200-message  with  communication,  placed  on  file,  205 

Mary  L.  Brock  School,  Ward  21. 

see  School  Committee 

Massachusetts  Avenue. 

message  with  report  on  order  for  rescission  of  S42.000  on  loan  of  S125.000 
(1929)  for  automatic  traffic  signal  system,  Tremont  st.  to  Harvard 
bridge,  referred  to  executive  committee,  447-report  accepted,  order 
passed,  450-given  second  reading  and  passed,  466,  467 

Massachusetts  Avenue  and  Tremont  Street. 

message  with  order  for  loan  of  $16,000  for  extension  of  Unit  2,  traffic 
signal  system,  on  Massachusetts  ave.,  Tremont  to  Southampton  st. 
and  on  Tremont  at  West  Newton,  Dartmouth  and  Berkeley  sts., 
referred  to  executive  committee,  447-report  accepted,  order  passed, 
450-given  second  reading  and  passed,  466,  467 
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Massachusetts  General  Hospital. 

message  with  preambles  and  order  for  sale  of  land  on  North  Grove 
and  Fruit  sts.,  referred  to  committee  on  public  lands,  315-report 
accepted,  379-order  passed,  386-given  second  reading  and  passed, 
398,  400 


Massachusetts     Metropolitan     District     Commission, 
Water  Division. 

notice  transmitting  bond  of  indemnity  from  F.  Pritchard  and  Son,  Inc., 
in  connection  with  contracts  regarding  boilers  at  pumping  stations, 
placed  on  file,  297 


Massachusetts  Real  Estate  Exchange. 

resolutions  regarding  use  of  municipal  recreation  facilities,  placed  on  file, 
208 


Maverick  Street. 

sidewalk  schedule,  passed,  299 


Mayor,  The. 

inaugural  address:  1,  2,  3,  4,  5 
appointments: 

Abbott,  Gordon:  appointed  library  trustee,  167 

Aldrich,  William  T.:  appointed  art  commissioner,  188 

Balfk,  James  P.:     appointed  member  board  of   trustees,   statistics 

department,  167;    designated  chairman  of  board,  167 
Barr,  Mary  A.:  appointed  member  city  planning  board,  186 
Brogna,  Vincent:  appointed  overseer  public  welfare,  186 
Clark,  F.  Warren:  appointed  member  board  of  appeal,  378 
Corbett,  Arthur  B.:   appointed  member  transit  commission,   125 
Cox,  Guy  W. :  appointed  sinking  funds  commissioner,  186 
Crosby,  Frederic  J.:  appointed  sinking  funds  commissioner,  186 
Eagan,  James  H.:  appointed  first  assistant  assessor,  364 
Gerry,  Walter  S.:  appointed  member  board  of  appeal,  167 
Gibson,  James  R.:    appointed  member   board  of  zoning  adjustment. 

167 
Gookin,  Margaret  L. :    appointed  overseer  public  welfare,  186 
Gray,    Everett    F.:     appointed    member   board    of   zoning    adjust- 
ment, 416 
Hall,  John  L. :  appointed  library  trustee,  196 
Harding.  Charles  T. :    appointed  election  commissioner,  135 
Hecht,  Simon  E.:  appointed  overseer  public  welfare,  186 
Heller,  Nathan:   appointed  member  transit  commission,  125 
Hickey,  John  F. :    appointed  member  board  of  examiners,  22,  196 
Holland,  Neal  J.:   appointed  member  board  of  assessors,  135 
Jones,  Eliot  N. :   appointed  member,  board  of  zoning  adjustment,  167 
Lewis,  Arthur  J.:  appointed  director  Chattel  Loan  Company,  248 
Long,  William  P.:     appointed  park  commissioner,  167;    designated 

chairman  of  board,  167 
Mahoney,  Charles  J.:     appointed  overseer  public  welfare  depart- 
ment, 317 
Manevitz,  Hyman:    appointed  director  workingmen's  loan  associa- 
tion, 317 
Manning,  Joseph  P.:  appointed  trustee  Boston  city  hospital,  167 
Moriarty,  James  T.:  appointed  member  board  of  commissioners  of 

school  buildings,  22 
Pakulski.  H.  Murray:     appointed    member   board    zoning  adjust- 
ment, 186 
Reynolds,  Thomas  K.:  appointed  member  board  of  examiners,  22 
Rugo,  Frederic  W.:    appointed  member  board  of  trustees,  statistics 

department,  167 
Sullivan,   Thomas   F.:     appointed  member  transit  commission,  125; 

designated  chairman,  125 
Taylor,  William  H.:   appointed  overseer  public  welfare  department, 

186 
constables:  9,  18,  46,  56,  82,  92,  103,  134,  145  (2),  164,  179,  225,  245, 

265,  289,  312,  314,  344,  425,  446 
minor:  9,  18,  46,  56,  82,  103,  121,  164,  179,  225,  246,  265,  289,  312, 
314  (2),  327,  344,  361,  377,  3S8,  405,  414,  433,  446,  453 


turors  drawn:  5,  6,  7,  39,  40, 
404,  433, 445 


81,  132,  176,  225,  264,  288,  323,  376, 


Mayor,  The,  continued. 

messages  and  communications: 

abandonment  of  automobiles,  433 

abatement,  Adams  House,  315 

acceptance  of  Act  extending  public  management  of  Boston  Elevated 

Railway  Company,  294 
accident,  Matthew  J.  Sweeney  playground,  227,  246 
additional  appropriation,  public  celebrations,  329 
additional  appropriation,  sewerage  works,  414 
additional  employees,  public  welfare  department,  266 
additional  land,  hospital  purposes,  264 
additional  land,  new  Charlestown  school,  406 
additional  visitors,  public  welfare  department,  406 
affidavits  from  persons  receiving  aid,  146 
air  conditions,  Charlestown,  19 
ambulance,  Charlestown,  220 
ambulance,  Division  13,  265 
ambulance  service,  18 
annual  budget,  103 

annual  report,  supply  department,  316 

applicants  for  aid  now  holding  small  insurance  policies,  225 
appointment,  additional  police  officers,  446 
appropriation,  addition  to  Public  Latin  school,  328 
appropriation  and  tax  orders  for  1931,  40,  41,  42 
appropriation,  board  of  zoning  adjustment,  43 

appropriation,  commercial,  industrial  and  publicity  bureau,  264,  481 
appropriation,  County  of  Suffolk  custodian,  344 

appropriation,  East  Boston  Courthouse  and  police  station  No.  7,  103 
appropriation,  employment  bureau,  93,  178 
appropriation,  High  Pressure  Fire  Service  extension,  481 
appropriation,  improvements  in  park  system,  327 
appropriation,  municipal  employment  bureau,  350,  449,  481 
appropriation,  new  police  stations,  291 
appropriation,  port  differential  case,  177 
appropriation,  sewerage  works,  329 
appropriation,  soldiers'  relief  department,  124 
arc  lamp,  Ward  12,  345 
arc  light,  Ward  2,  454 

auditorium,  Junior  High  school,  Charlestown,  92 
automatic  traffic  lights,  Ward  14,  73 
automatic  traffic  signals,  92,  165,  206 
bathing  beach,  Condor  St.,  326 
benches,  Washington  and  Franklin  pks.,  327 
bequest,  John  Harleston  Parker,  177 
branch  library,  Ward  14,  73 
bus  service,  Adams  St.,  44 
bus  service,  Boston  sanatorium,  405 
bus  transportation  to  Boston  sanatorium,  446 
call  for  special  meeting,  204 

celebration,  founding  Boston  Public  Latin  school,  361 
Ceylon  st.  playground,  166 
citizen  labor,  10 
city  hospital  orders,  345 
concrete  walks,  Independence  pk.,  377 
conditions  at  Charlestown  Heights,  293 
conditions  at  Dewey  beach,  292 
conference  in  re  unemployment,  73 
conferences  in  re  longshoremen's  strike,  388 
continuance,  Charlestown  Gas  Company,  92 
contract,  Coleman  Disposal  Company,  426 
contracts  for  current  season  work,  289 
convenience  station,  Franklin  pk.,  388 
cost  of  addition,  Ward  3  wardroom,  228 
courthouse  enlargement,  466 
department  transfers,  247,  269,  296,  314,  344,  362,  377,  389,  391,  408, 

415 
discharge  of  laborers,  Hyde  Park  golf  oourse,  206 
discharge  of  investigator,  349 

display  of  second-hand  furniture  in  open  areas,  166 
disposal,  city  automobile,  481 
disposal,  garbage  and  refuse,  434 
donations  by  laboring  men,  205 
drinking  fountain,  Franklin  pk.  entrance,  389 
driveways,  Dorchester  High  school,  315 
Dunbar  ave.  playground.  44 
Eagle  Hill  playground,  56 
Edward  Everett  statue,  93 
electric  lights  in  bath  house,  204 
elimination  of  port  differentials,  7 
employment  of  aliens,  361 
employment   of  Charlestown  men,  205 
employment  of  citizens,  East  Boston  Tunnel,  289 
employment,  sanitary  division,  179 
enlargement,  Mission  Hill  playground,  433 
enlarging  Dewey  beach,  361 

evening  opening  of  locker  buildings  in  playgrounds,  44 
excavations  by  public  service  corporations,  18 
expenditures,  city  hospital  nurses,  414 
expense  of  thoroughfare  plan,  110 
extension  of  Unit  2  traffic  signals,  446 
Faneuil  st.  playground,  19 
February  school  vacation,  406 
fence,  Franklin  Field  tennis  courts,  206 
field  house,  Sullivan  sq.  playground,  316 
lire  alarm  box,  Auckland  and  Bay  sts.,  245 
fire  apparatus,  Ward  10,  72 
fire  department  band,  146 
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Mayor,  The,  continued. 

messages  and  communications: 

fire  hazard,  Charlestown,  206 

fire  menace,  719  Broadway,  388 

flashing  beacon.  Ward  15,  195 

flooding  Columbus  pk.,  9 

flooding  Franklin  Field,  465 

flooding  South  Boston  playground,  453 

flooding  Ward  11  playgrounds,  10 

franchise,  Union  Freight  Railroad  Company,  56 

Franklin  Field,  flood  lights,  124 

Franklin  pk.  improvements,  456 

furnishing  charities  administration  building,  435 

garage,  Station  14,  93 

garages,  police  department,  178,  253 

Gertrude  Howes  pk. ,  453 

glass  sun  house,  L  st.  bath  house,  455 

grass  plot.  Greenwood  sq.,  147 

gypsy-moth  problem,  361 

ice,  drinking  fountains,  245 

ice  cream  payments,  314 

improvement  of  airport,  18 

improvements,  Charlestown  Heights,  44 

improvements,  park  department,  346 

improvements,  Wellington  st.  playground,  346 

increase,  traffic  force,  345 

information  as  to  sick  children,  etc.,  46 

information,  airport  improvements,  290 

Jamaica  Plain  fare  zone,  133 

keeping  L  st.  bath  house  open,  361 

kindergarten  near  Mary  E.  Curley  school,  407 

L  st.  bath,  405 

ladder  company,  Forest  Hills,  72 

ladder  company,  Oak  sq.,  71 

land  for  library,  Mission  Hill  playground,  146 

land  for  mothers'  rest,  346 

land  in  vicinity  of  Nashua  st.,  245 

laying  out  and  widening  Arlington  st.,  290 

lease  of  part  of  Dorchester  Club,  194 

lease,  South  End  House  Association,  179 

legality,  Strandway,  East  Boston,  294 

list  of  coal  dealers,  414 

loan,  airport,  178 

loan,  Albany  st.  bridge,  178 

loan,  Castle  Island  and  Marine  pk.,  improvements,  147 

loan,  fire  station,  South  Boston,  347 

loan,  Girls'  High  school,  Dorchester,  392,  425 

loan,  library  foundation,  146 

loan,  school  buildings,  164 

loan,  public  welfare  building,  12 

loan,  public  welfare  department,  94 

locker  building,  Mary  Hemenway  playground,  19 

locker  building  cost.  South  Boston,  194 

meals,  hospital  employees,  414 

money  for  charities  administration  building,  407 

more  time  off  to  persons  seeking  aid,  225 

mothers'  rest,  Brighton  and  Park  sts.,  327 

mothers'  rest,  Lamartine  and  Green  sts.,  165 

mothers'  rest,  Wellington  Hill  section,  45 

motorcycle  service,  Division  19,  326 

names  of  veterans  removed  from  roll,  46 

names  of  workers,  East  Boston  Tunnel,  290 

New  England  Building  Corporation,  abatement,  268 

new  police  uniforms,  292 

North  End  park,  454 

notice  of  absence,  185 

opening  of  polls,  124 

ordinance,  health  department,  46 

overseers  oi  public  welfare,  180 

painting  traffic  lanes,  348 

parking,  Broadway,  South  Boston,  103 

parking  rules,  Strandway,  South  Boston,  290 

payment  of  adjusted  compensation,  40 

payment  of  police  officers,  425 

payment  to  Blue  Hill  Ice  Cream  Company,  316 

payments  to  Mohawk  Packing  Company,  293 

persons  aided,  by  precincts,  225,  405 

pictures  relating  to  crime,  181 

playground  improvements,  434 

police  commissioner's  secretary,  10 

printing  tercentenary  memorial,  164 

prohibition,  parking,  Carruth  and  Bushnell  sts.,  296 

proposed  amendment  to  disposal  contracts,  465 

provision  for  divers,  425 

purchase,  city  automobiles,  378 

purchase,  land,  Codman  st.,  Nevada  st.  and  Southern  Artery,  345 

purchases  from  New  England  Ice  and  Coal  Company,  225 

quarters  for  Mosquito  Fleet  Yacht  Club,  206 

radiotone  pictures,  94 

Kandidge  Fund  excursions,  226 

razing  unfit  buildings,  268 

reconstruction  of  streets,  11,  177 

recreation  building,  Long  Island,  293 

regulation,  employment  officers,  453 

reimbursement,  patrolman  Robert  G.  White,  291 

relief  station,  Forest  Hills,  93 

relocation  of  harbor  lines  around  Cow  Pasture,  226 


Mayor,  The,  continued. 

messages  and  communications: 

removal  of  tree,  Rockwell  st.,  389 

repair,  U.  S.  S.  "Northampton,"  195 

repayment  of  assessments,  Morton  st.  widening,  292 

report,  Boston  Council  of  Social  Agencies,  182 

report,  City  hospital,  27 

report,  fees  of  constables,  247 

report,  fire  commissioner,  56 

report,  health  commissioner.  133 

report  in  re  death,  Patrick  Morley,  388,  408 

report,  reassessment  system,  349 

report,  traffic  commissioner.  82 

report,  trustees,  George  Robert  White  fund,  389 

report,  zoning  board.  227 

reports,  public  welfare  department,  145,  204 

reports,  traffic  signals.  45 

rescission  of  loan  (1929),  .3125,000,  426,  436 

rescission  of  portion  of  loans  for  bridges,  415 

rescission  of  portion  traffic  signal  loan,  447 

rescission  of  portions  of  hospital  loans,  426 

restraining  dogs,  266 

restriction.  East  Sixth  st.,  347 

retaining  wall,  Dewey  beach,  327 

retaining  wall,  North  Mead  st.,  315 

revisions  in  county  classification  plans,  294 

rifle  range,  Wakefield,  228 

safety  islands,  179 

sale  of  bricks,  164 

sale  of  ice,  Natick,  345 

sale  of  junk  by  fire  department,  11 

sale  of  land.  Brighton,  124 

sale  of  land,  Foster  ct.,  408 

sale  of  land,  North  Grove  and  Fruit  sts.,  315 

sale  of  land,  Quinn  way  and  Centre  St.,  West  Roxbury,  392 

sale  of  land,  rear  80  West  Cedar  St.,  11 

sale  of  launch  "James  J.  Minot,"  265 

sale  of  old  armory  building.  East  Boston.  27 

sale  of  old  fire  apparatus,  446 

sale  of  old  lead  cable,  134 

sale,  old  material,  362 

sand,  World  War  Memorial  pk.,  265 

school  for  motorcycle  instruction,  346 

screening,  American  Legion  playground,  312 

screening,  Paris  st.  playground,  314 

second  assistant  assessors.  121 

settees  and  benches,  Boston  Airport,  265 

sick  leave  to  employees,  245 

signal  light,  Codman  sq.,  348 

solarium,  bathhouse,  L  street,  246 

speeding,  stolen  cars,  Charlestown,  455 

spot  light,  Ward  20,  453 

stop  sign.  Ward  17.  362 

Strandway,  East  Boston,  247,  290 

street  widenings  in  connection  with  Central  Artery,  11 

Suffolk  County  classification  rules,  264 

supplementary  budget,  266 

taking  of  parts  of  streets  at  intersection.  Commonwealth  ave.,  194 

telephone,  locker  building,  Doherty  playground,  194 

temporary  employees,  city  hospital,  81 

temporary  loan  in  anticipation  of  taxes,  7 

temporary  shelter,  public  garden,  45 

tennis  court,  Cronin  playground,  293 

tennis  courts,  World  War  Memorial  pk.,  293 

term  of  office,  transit  commissioners,  18 

300th  anniversary,  Boston  Public  Latin  School,  407 

title  of  No.  45  Winchester  St.,  392 

traffic,  Glenville  ave.,  348 

traffic  lights,  Hyde  Park  ave.,  56 

traffic  lights,  Morton  st.  bridge,  406 

traffic  lights.  Old  Colony  boulevard,  204 

traffic  lights,  Wards  2  and  19,  347 

traffic  signal,  Centre  St.,  10 

traffic  signal,  Lucerne  st.,  10 

traffic  signal,  Union  sq.,  103 

traffic  signal,  Ward  15,  228 

traffic  signals,  Commonwealth  ave.,  455 

traffic  signals,  Old  Colony  Boulevard,  133 

traffic  signals.  Southern  Artery,  19 

transfer,  county  employees,  363 

transfer,  engine  No.  41,  326 

transfer,  park  department,  344 

Tremlett  pk.,  147 

two-man  car,  Summer  st.,  406 

unemployment  fund,  377 

uniforms  for  police,  182 

valuation,  commercial  parking  spaces,  454 

waitresses'  uniforms,  316 

Ward  1  parks,  195 

Warren-Bunker  Hill  Primary  school,  446 

Warren-Bunker  Hill  school  land,  165,  ISO 

women's  locker  room,  L  st.  baths,  326 

resignations: 

Abbott,  Gordon:   as  library  trustee,  185 

Bolton,  Charles  K.:  as  member,  commission  on  marking  historical 
sites,    185 
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resignations: 

Bottomly,  Robert  J.:   as  member,  trustees  of  Metropolitan  Transit 

district,  411 
Chait,  Matthew  W.t  as  constable,  416 

Clark,  B.  Preston:  as  member,  board  of  zoning  adjustment,  411 
Donoghtje,  Dr.  Francis  D.:  as  school  buildings  commissioner,  12 
Swartz,  Leo:    as  member,  board  zoning  adjustment,  186 

vetoes: 

Act  establishing  compensation  of    special  justices,   municipal  court, 

Boston,  165 
annuity,  widow  of  Frank  L.  Lyons,  226 
annuity,  widow  of  Martin  F.  Mulligan,  71 
annuity,  Mrs.  Philip  Leahy,  388 
annuity,  Mrs.  Walter  P.  Murphy,  362 
children's  playground,  Ward  15,  94 
classification  and  compensation  plans,  134 
concrete  bleachers,  Ronan  pk.,  Ward  15,  95 
Eagle  Hill  Playground  improvements,  195 
loan,  Dunbar  ave.  playground,  247 
loan,  Noyes  playground,  265 
locker  building,  Charlestown  Heights,  94 
mothers'  rest,  Wellington  Hill  section,  Ward  14,  94,  465 
removal  of  ledge,  John  J.  Connolly  playground,  94 
salary  increase,  police  department,  42,  43 
unnecessary  noises,   195 


McCarthy,  James  E. 

resolution  favoring  reinstatement  in  police  department,  passed,  12 


McCarthy,  John  F. 

appointed  temporary  deputy  sealer  of  weights  and  measures,   placed  on 
file,  466 

McDonald,  Anthony  T. 

resolution  favoring  legislation  authorizing  reinstatement  in  fire  depart- 
ment, passed,  16 

McElaney,  James  A.,  Jr. 

notice  of  election  as  secretary,  board  of  appeal,  placed  on  file,  223 

McFarland,  Francis  J. 

appointed  first  assistant  assessor,  placed  on  file,  248 

McGonagle,  Parents  of  John  A. 

resolution  favoring  legislation  authorizing  city  to  pay  money,  passed,  24 

McQowan,  Frank. 

appointed  sanitary  inspector,  placed  on  file,  208 

McQrath,  Edward  E. 

appointed  deputy  assessor,  placed  on  file,  167 

McQrath,  Joseph,  Councilor. 

orders  and  resolves: 

bids  on  construction,  East  Boston  tunnel,  98 
commendation,  municipal  employment  bureau,  372 
high  school,  Upham's  Corner,  396 
improvements,  Ward  13,  115,  141,  387 
names  on  jury  list,  252 
naming  Christopher  F.  King  sq.,  217 
perambulation  of  boundaries,  187 
sidewalks,  Ward  13,  168,  234,  252,  352  (2),  372,  424 
remarks: 

bids  on  construction,  East  Boston  tunnel,  98,  100,  101 
budget  hearings,  121 
citizens  of  Boston  for  city  work,  365 
on  election  as  president  of  city  council,  7 

thanking  city  council  for  their  appreciation  of  his  services  as  president 
of  council,  497 

McKinney     (Sergeant    Arthur     Fenatti)     Playground, 
Ward  22.     (See  Park  Department.) 


McNary,  Hon.  William  S. 

order  that  new  school,  Dorchester,  Ward  17,  be  named  for,  169-passed, 
170 


Memorial.     (See  Hospital  Department.) 
Memorial  Services.     (See  Police  Department.) 
Merlin  Street,  Dorchester. 

order  to  include  in  resurfacing  program,  passed,  14 

Metropolitan  Avenue,  Ward  18. 

order  for  sidewalk,  River  st.  to  high  school,  passed,  262 
sidewalk,  schedule,  passed,  448 

Metropolitan  District  Commission. 

bond  of  indemnity  received,  placed  on  file,  270 

order  granting  conduit  location  in  Old  Colony  parkway,  received,  placed 
on  file,  330 

order  to  make  available  distribution  of  wood  to  needy  of  city,  at  con- 
venient points,  wood  from  State  property  being  cleared,  passed,  457 

Metropolitan  Transit  District 

trustee:    Robert  J.  Bottomly  appointed,  placed  on  file,  411 

Militia  Enrollment.     (See  Assessing  Department.) 
Mill  Pond,  Ward  18. 

order  to  straighten  curve  in  River  st.  and  place  fence  around,  passed,  387 

Milton  Avenue  and  Fuller  Street,  Ward  17. 

order  for  stop  light  at  intersection,  passed,  351 -message  with  communi- 
cation, placed  on  file,  362 

Milton  Avenue,  Ward  18. 

order  to  accept  and  lay  out,  Summit  st.  to  Prospect  st. ,  passed,  54 
order  to  accept  and  lay  out,  passed,  370 

Minimum  Pay.     (See  Public  Welfare  Department.) 

Minot  Street,  Ward  16. 

order  to  repave,  Adams  st.  to  Neponset  ave.,  passed,  37 

Minutes.     (See  City  Council.) 
Mohawk  Packing  Company. 

order  regarding   payments   received   from   city   hospital,    passed,   285- 

message  with  communication,  placed  on  file.  293 
order  for  detailed  report  of  daily  purchases  by  city,  passed,  318 
order  that  superintendent  of  supplies  discontinue  buying  meat  from,  467- 

passed,  470 

Monks  Street,  Ward  6. 

sidewalk  schedule,  passed,  229 

Montrose  Street,  Ward  12. 

order  for  sidewalk,  Warren  st.  to  Moreland  st.,  passed,  169 

Morandi,  Guiseppe. 

resolution  favoring  legislation  authorizing  city  to  retire  and  pension, 
passed,  48 

Moriarty,  James  T. 

appointed  member,  board  of  commissioners  of  school  buildings,  22 


MORLEY 


(42) 


NAZING 


Morley,  Death  of  Patrick. 

order  for  investigation  and  report  on  circumstances,  350-passed,  351- 
message  with  communication,  placed  on  file,  388-message  with 
communication,  placed  on  file,  408 


Morton  Street  Bridge. 

see  Public  Works  Department 
see  Traffic  Commission 


Morton  Street,  Ward  17. 

sidewalk  schedule,  passed,  95 

Mosquito  Fleet  Yacht  Club. 

order  regarding  substitute  quarters,  passed,  190-message  with  com- 
munication, placed  on  file,  205 

Mothers'  Rest.     (See  Park  Department.) 
Motorcycle  Service.     (See  Police  Department.) 
Moultrie  Street,  Ward  17. 

order  to  repave,  passed,  438 

Mt.  Everett  Street.  Ward  15. 

order  to  repave,  passed,  431 

Mt.  Hope  Street,  Ward  18. 

sidewalk  schedule,  passed,  229 

Mt.  Pleasant  Avenue,  Ward  8. 

order  for  sidewalk,  Dudley  st.  to  Dudley  st.  (west,  north  and  east  sides), 
passed,  277 

Mulligan,  Mrs.  Martin  F. 

report  on  petition  with  order  for  annuity  of  $1,000,  report  accepted, 
order  passed,  29-vetoed,  placed  on  file,  71 

Municipal  Affairs. 

order  for  appointment  of  committee  to  study  conditions  in  other  cities, 
referred  to  committee  on  rules,  198 

Municipal  Buildings.     ((See  Public  Buildings  Department.) 

Municipal  Courts.     (<See  County  of  Suffolk,  County  Ac- 
counts.) 

Municipal  Employment  Bureau. 

appropriation:  message  with  order  for  $35,000  to  be  charged  to  reserve 
fund,  referred  to  executive  committee,  93-report  with  order  for  $5,000, 
assigned  to  next  meeting,  102-passed,  115;  message  with  communi- 
cation and  order  for  $30,000,  to  be  charged  to  reserve  fund,  referred 
to  executive  committee,  178-report  with  order  for  $10,000,  to  be 
charged  to  reserve  fund,  report  accepted,  order  passed,  191;  message 
with  order  for  $20,000  to  be  charged  to  reserve  fund,  350-report  on 
order  with  order  for  $5,000  to  be  charged  to  reserve  fund,  report 
accepted,  order  in  new  draft,  passed,  353;  order  for  $10,000  to  be 
charged  to  reserve  fund,  referred  to  executive  committee,  447-report 
with  order  for  $5,000  to  be  charged  to  reserve  fund,  accepted,  order, 
as  amended,  passed,  449,  450;  order  for  $7,000  to  be  charged  to  reserve 
fund,  referred  to  executive  committee,  481-report  with  order  for 
$3,000  accepted,  484-order,  as  amended,  passed,  486 

commendation:  resolution  commending,  for  attitude  in  refusing 
employment  to  nonresidents,  passed,  372 

East  Boston  tunnel:  order  as  to  number  of  men  placed  at  work  with 
name  and  address  of  each,  278-passed,  281 

employees:  order  aa  to  advisability  of  discharging  married  women 
whose  husbands  are  well  employed,  passed,  487 


Municipal  Register.     (See  City  Documents.) 
Munroe  Street,  Ward  12. 

order  to  repave,  passed,  285 
Murphy,  Thomas  J. 

appointed  first  assistant  assessor,  placed  on  file,  111 


Murphy,  Mrs.  Walter  P. 

petition  for  annuity,  125-report  for  $1,000  and  $200  for  one  minor  child, 
report  accepted,  order  passed,  344-vetoed,  placed  on  file,  362 

Murray,  Peter  A.,  Councilor. 

orders  and  resolves: 

acceptance,  Winchester  rd..  122 
automatic  signals,  Ward  19,  372 
boulevard  lights,  Centre  st.,  122 
firehouse.  Walk  HiU  st..  Forest  Hills,  32 
grocery  orders  to  local  stores,  126 

improvements,  Ward  19,  96,  216,  230,  302,  310,  352,  372,  387 
Jamaica  Plain  high  school,  401 
kindergarten  and  primary  schools,  372 
land-taking,  Green  and  Lamartine  sts.,  339 
lease  to  John  T.  Fallon  Post,  395 
lighting  Hyde  Park  ave.,  32 
mothers'  rest,  Ward  19,  163 
painting  traffic  lanes,  Ward  19,  319 
records  of  persons  not  receiving  aid  for  five  years,  126 
relief  station,  Forest  Hills,  78 
resurfacing  Hyde  Park  ave.,  32 
roping  off  Centre  st. ,  126 
sidewalks,  Ward  18,  122 
sidewalks,  Ward  19,  122,  169,  190,  216,  302 
traffic  signals,  Ward  19,  202,  302 
vehicular  underpass.  Forest  Hills,  32 
zone  limit,  five-cent  fare,  96 
remarks: 

additional  land,  hospital  purposes,  299 

additional  stations,  public  welfare  department,  470 

citizens  for  jury  duty,  200 

elimination  of  machinery.  233 

extra  compensation,  police  department,  402,  403 

firehouse,  Walk  Hill  St.,  Forest  Hills,  32 

grocery  orders  to  local  stores,  126 

information  concerning  East  Boston  tunnel  job,  280 

Jamaica  Plain  high  school,  401 

jitney  license,  Dedham-Boston  line  to  Forest  Hills  station,  356,  357 

jitney  license,  Dedham-Boston  line  to  Egleston  sq.,  358 

jitney  license.  Pierce  sq.  to  Ashmont  station,  357 

land  for  hospital  purposes.  385 

loan,  high  school  construction,  442 

loan,  underpass.  Forest  Hills.  167,  168 

new  site,  Dorchester  high  school,  430 

next  meeting,  359 

payment  for  ice  cream,  282,  283 

question  of  quorum,  428 

records  of  persons  not  receiving  aid  for  five  years,  126 

relief  station.  Forest  Hills,  78 

report,  annual  budget,  155 

report  of  committee  on  jitneys,  330,  428 

.Suffolk  County  courthouse,  492 

unclaimed  baggage,  262 

unnecessary  noises,  172,  173 


Nashua  Street. 

safety  islands,  orders  for: 

junction,  Cotting  st.,  passed,  421 
junction,  Causeway  St.,  passed.  421 
opposite  Cotting  st.,  passed,  438 
opposite  Minot  st.,  passed,  438 


Nashua  Street,  Vicinity  of.     (.See  Park  Department.) 
Nashua  Street,  Ward  3. 

order  to  erect  safety  islands,  opposite  proposed  new  building,   public 
works  department,  passed,  431 

Nazing  Street,  Ward  12. 

order  to  repave,  passed,  22 


NEEDY 


(43) 


NORTON 


Needy  Families,  Assistance  of. 

order  to  inaugurate  movement  for  individual  giving  of  assistance  to 
nearby  needy,  495-passed,  496 

Nelson  Street,  Ward  17. 

order  for  sidewalk,  Norfolk  at.  to  Selden  St.,  passed,  351 

Neponset  Avenue  and  Old  Colony  Parkway. 

order  to  install  automatic  traffic  signals,  passed,  83 

Neponset  Avenue,  Ward  16. 

order  to  repave,  King  sq.  to  Neponset  bridge,  passed,  401 

Neponset  Avenue,  Ward  19. 

order  to  repave,  passed,  352 

New  England  Building  Corporation.     (See  Assessing  De- 
partment.) 

New  England  Telephone  and  Telegraph  Company. 

holes  and  wires:  communication  inclosing  copy  of  order  granting 
location,  East  Milton  st.  and  Neponset  River  parkway,  placed  on 
file,  411 

New  Police  Stations.     (See  Public  Buildings  Department.) 
Newberg  Street. 

sidewalk  schedule,  passed,  299 

Newcomb  Street,  Ward  8. 

order  to  repave,  passed,  304 

Next  Meeting. 

motion  to  adjourn,  359-carried,  360 

Normandy  Street,  Ward  14. 

order  to  accept  and  lay  out,  passed,  63 

order  to  accept  and  lay  out,  Stanwood  st.  to  Devens  st.,  passed,  231 

order  to  accept  and  lay  out,  passed,  422 

North  Grove  and  Fruit  Streets. 

message  with  preambles  and  order  for  sale  to  Massachusetts  General 
Hospital,  referred  to  committee  on  public  lands,  315-report  accepted, 
379-order   passed,   386-given   second   reading   and   passed,   398,   400 

order  regarding  taking  of  land  for  jail  yard,  passed,  400 

North  Market  Street,  No.  53. 

message  with  preambles  and  order  for  acceptance  of  $118,000  as  damages 
for  taking,  referred  to  executive  committee,  165-report  accepted, 
order  passed,  173 

North  Mead  Street,  Ward  2. 

order  for  erection  of  retaining  wall,  passed,  304 

Norton,  Clement  A.,  Councilor. 

orders  and  resolves: 

acceptance  of  Milton  ave.,  54 

additional  employees,  public  welfare  department,  215 

advertising  for  competitive  bids,  174 

amendment  of  agricultural  marketing  Act,  224 

annuity  to  Mrs.  Frank  H.  Shepherd,  61 

asphalt  for  driveways,  Dorchester  High  school,  302 

assistance  of  needy  families,  495 

B,  F.  Sturtevant  Company,  412 

bus  service,  Boston  sanatorium,  403 

cancellation  of  contraot,  203 

change  in  purchasing  automobiles,  371 

Clarendon  pk.,  Ward  18,  129 

conditional  approval,  five-day  week,  371 


Norton,  Clement  A.,  Councilor,  continued. 

orders  and  resolves: 

discontinuance  of  soldiers'  relief,  35 

enforcement  of  traffic  rules.  174 

finance  commission's  report  on  supply  department,  412 

five-day  week,  370 

gypsy-moth  problem,  360 

health  units,  387 

hearing  on  charges  against  city  treasurer,  310 

home  rule  for  Boston,  339 

improvements,  Ward  18,  172,  173,  370,  387 

information  from  corporation  counsel,  263,  284 

information,  public  welfare  department.  140 

information  relative  to  collection  for  fire  department  band,  122 

inlormation,  soldiers'  relief  commissioner,  34 

investigation  of  ice  prices,  303 

jitney  license,  339 

Joseph  A.  Berman  sq.,  120 

labor  agreements,  321 

lights,  Hyde  Park  sts.,  37 

list  of  competitive  bidders,  192 

longshoremen's  strike,  387 

married  women  in  municipal  employment  bureau,  487 

naming  traffic  tunnel,  224 

new  system  of  reassessment,  339 

opposition  to  Senate  bill  529,  215 

payments  to  soldiers'  relief,  34 

praise  for  Liggett  Company's  public  spirit,  371 

purchase,  city  automobiles,  472 

radiotone  pictures,  131 

reinstatement,  Theodore  D.  Belton,  29 

repaving  Hyde  Park  ave.,  Ward  18,  122 

report  of  supply  department,  310 

request  of  public  welfare  department,  302 

rescinding  contract  for  tablets,  198 

restriction  of  billboards,  323 

resubmission,  Strandway,  East  Boston,  bill,  303 

resurfacing  Ward  18  streets,  17 

sidewalks,  Ward  18,  218,  262,  310,  342,  395 

Strandway,  East  Boston,  275,  321 

street  ear  reservation,  Blue  Hill  ave.,  472 

traffic  signal  system,  Hyde  Park  ave.,  35 

transfer,  superintendent  of  supplies,  480 

unemployment  fund,  371 

point  of  information:  272 
remarks: 

acceptance  of  courthouse  Act,  487 

additional  employees,  public  welfare  department,  215 

additional  land,  hospital  purposes,  301 

advertising  for  competitive  bids,  174 

aid  advanced  needy  citizens,  262 

amendment  of  disposal  contract,  479 

applicants  carrying  small  insurance  policies,  210 

appropriation,  East  Boston  courthouse.  116 

appropriation,  municipal  employment  bureau,  484,  485 

asphalt  for  driveways.  Dorchester  high  school,  302 

assistance,  needy  families,  495 

award  of  city  contracts,  51 

B.  F.  Sturtevant  Company,  412 

bidding  by  meat  concerns,  308 

Boston  airport,  284 

bus  service,  Boston  sanatorium,  403 

cancellation  of  contracts,  203 

change  in  purchasing  of  automobiles,  371 

check  up,  alien  employees,  336 

citizens  for  jury  duty,  200,  201 

citizens  of  Boston  for  city  work,  365 

conduct  of  business  by  heads  of  departments,  187,  188 

construction  of  post  office  by  citizens,  50 

discontinuance  of  soldiers'  relief,  35 

elimination  of  port  differentials,  8,  9 

enforcement  of  traffic  rules,  174,  175 

entertainment  Japanese  royalty,  190 

finance  commission's  report  on  supply  department,  412 

five-day  week,  370,  371 

gypsy-moth  problem,  360 

health  units,  387 

hearing  on  charges  against  city  treasurer,  310 

information  as  to  persons  illegally  receiving  aid,  128 

information  concerning  East  Boston  tunnel  job,  280 

information  from  corporation  counsel,  284 

information,  public  welfare  department,  140 

inspection,  golf  course,  77,  78 

investigation  of  ice  prices,  303 

invitation  to  Hon.  Alfred  E,  Smith,  142 

jitney  licenses,  339,  356,  357,  358 

Joseph  A.  Herman  sq.,  120 

labor  agreements,  321 

land  for  hospital  purposes,  384 

Legion's  action  on  Eighteenth  Amendment,  367 

list  of  competitive  bidders,  192 

loan,  Boston  Airport,  255,  257,  260 

loan,  city  hospital,  340 

loan,  East  Boston  Strandway,  272,  275 

loan,  (lids'  High  school,  Dorchester,  461 


NORTON 


(44) 


PARK 


Norton,  Clement  A.,  Councilor,  continued. 
remarks: 

loan,  public  golf  course,  65,  66,  67,  69,  113,  114,  117,  118 
loan,  underpass,  Forest  Hills,  168 
loans,  playgrounds,  parks  and  bridges,  31 
longshoremen's  strike,  387 

married  women  in  municipal  employment  bureau,  487 
new  system,  reassessment,  339 
next  meeting,  488 
opposition  to  Senate  bill  529,  215 
payment  for  ice  cream,  282 
praise  for  Liggett  Company's  public  spirit,  371 
preferential  employment  of  citizens  with  dependents,  36 
purchases,  New  England  Ice  and  Coal  Co.,  196 
race  discrimination,  306 
radiotone  pictures,  131 
report,  annual  budget,  153,  156,  160,  161 
report,  committee  on  jitneys,  330 
report,  supply  department,  310 
request  of  public  welfare  department,  302 
rescinding  contract  for  tablets,  198,  199 
resubmission  bill,  Strandway,  East  Boston,  303 
sale,  city  automobiles,  495 
sponsor  of  Joseph  A.  Herman  sq.,  191 
Strandway,  East  Boston,  321 
street  car  reservation,  Blue  Hill  ave.,  472 
street  car  reservation,  Huntington  ave.,  470 
SuSolk  County  courthouse,  492,  493 
temporary  employment  on  snow  removal,  49,  50 
thanks  to  President  McGrath,  496 
transfer  of  superintendent  of  supplies,  480 
unemployment  fund,  371 
unnecessary  noises,  171,  173 
unanimous  consent:  69,  136,  190,  275,  479,  487 


Oak  Square,  Brighton. 

order  to  assign  ladder  company,  passed,  16 

Oakdale  Street,  Ward  19. 

order  to  repave,  passed,  387 

Oakridge  Street,  Ward  17. 

order  for  sidewalk,  Gallivan  Boulevard  to  Morton  st.,  passed,  342 

O'Connor,  Thomas  P. 

appointed  first  assistant  assessor,  placed  on  file,  111 

01d=Age  Pensions.     (See  Public  Welfare  Department.) 
Old  Colony  Avenue,  Ward  7. 

order  to  repave,  passed,  115 

Old  Colony  Boulevard  and  Conley  Street,  Ward  16. 

order  to  install  automatic  traffic  signals  at  junction,  passed,  129-message 
with  communication,  placed  on  file,  133 

Old  Colony  Boulevard  and  Redfield  Street,  Ward  16. 

order   to   install   automatic   traffic   signals   at  junction,    passed,    129- 
message  with  communication,  placed  on  file,  133 

Old  Colony  Boulevard  and  Tolman  Street,  Ward  16. 

order  to  install  automatic  traffic  signals  at  junction,  passed,  129-message 
with  communication,  placed  on  file,  133 


Old  Colony  Parkway,  Ward  16. 

order  for  installation  of  traffic  lights  at  intersections,  passed,  190-message 
with  communication,  placed  on  file,  204 

Old  Dorchester  Post,  No.  65,  A.  L. 

order  for  addition   to   library  building,  Richmond  st.,  Dorchester,   for 
post  quarters,  passed,  111 


Old  Morton  Street,  Ward  17. 

order  for  sidewalks,  both  sides,  Morton  st.  to  River  st.,  passed,  438 

Old  Road. 

order  for  edgestones,  Columbia  rd.  to  Ellington  st.,  passed,  372 


Olney  Street,  Wards  14  and  15. 

order  for  sidewalk,  Blakeville  st.  to  Rosseter  st.,  passed,  277 
sidewalk  schedule,  passed,  95 


Olney  Street,  Ward  15. 

order  to  repave,  passed,  76 

One=Way  Thoroughfares.     (See  Traffic  Commission.) 
Ordinances. 

automobiles:  message  with  draft  of  amendment  relative  to  imposition 
of  fine  for  abandonment,  referred  to  committee  on  ordinances,  433- 
report  accepted,  ordinance  passed,  450 

constables,  number  of:  draft  of  amendment,  referred  to  executive 
committee,  428-report  accepted,  ordinance  passed,  444 

constables  serving  civil  process:  draft  of  ordinance  requiring  that 
bond  be  secured  by  incorporated  surety  company,  referred  to  com- 
mittee on  ordinances,  311 

contracts  with  city:  draft  of  amendment,  208-referred  to  committee 
on  ordinances,  209 

division  of  health  department:  message  with  draft  of  amendment 
to  ordinance,  referred  to  committee  on  ordinances,  46-report  accepted, 
ordinance  passed,  74 

hawkers'  and  pedlers'  licenses:  draft  of  amendment,  229-referred  to 
executive  committee,  230-report  accepted,  ordinance  passed,  244 

limiting  number  of  constables:  draft  of  ordinance,  referred  to  com- 
mittee on  ordinances,  278-report  accepted,  ordinance  passed,  310- 
order  to  repeal,  referred  to  committee  on  ordinances,  402 

prohibition,  bootblacking  on  Sunday:  draft  of  amendment  to 
ordinance,  referred  to  committee  on  ordinances.  59-report  accepted, 
ordinance  rejected.  Ill 

restriction  of  billboards:  draft  of  ordinance,  323-referred  to  com- 
mittee on  ordinances,  324 

second-hand  furniture  display:  draft  of  amendment  to  ordinance, 
referred  to  committee  on  ordinances,  166-report  accepted,  ordinance 
passed,  243 

Sunday  sports:  draft  of  amendment  to  ordinance,  58-referred  to  com- 
mittee on  ordinances,  59-report  accepted,  ordinance  passed,  74 

term  of  office,  transit  commissioners:  message  with  draft  of  amend- 
ment to  ordinance,  referred  to  committee  on  ordinances,  18-report 
accepted,  ordinance  passed,  74 

unnecessary  noises:  draft  of  ordinance  prohibiting,  170-referred  to 
executive  committee,  172-report  accepted,  ordinance  as  amended 
passed,  173-vetoed,  placed  on  file,  195;  draft  of  ordinance  prohibiting, 
referred  to  executive  committee,  217 

weights  and  measures  department:  draft  of  amendment,  referred 
to  committee  on  ordinances,  379-report  accepted,  ordinance  passed 
421 

Otis,  Ralph. 

invited  to  floor,  167 


Pakulski,  H.  Murray. 

appointed  member,  board  of  zoning  adjustment,  placed  on  file,  186 

Park  Department. 

topic  in  Mayor's  address,  2,  3 

commissioners:  William  P.  Long,  appointed,  167;  designated  chairman, 
167 

American  Legion  playground,  Ward  1:  order  to  place  screening, 
passed,  301-message  with  communication,  314-placed  on  file,  315 

bathing  beach,  Condor  St.:  order  as  to  practicability  of  establishing, 
passed,  323-message  with  communication,  placed  on  file,  326 

Billings  Field:  message  with  order  for  loan  of  S25.000  for  improve- 
ments, 21-referred  to  committee  on  finance,  22-report  accepted, 
order  passed,  31-given  final  reading  and  passed,  60,  61 

Boston  Airport:    see  Boston  Airport 
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C  st.  and  Broadway,  South  Boston:  order  for  estimate  for  cost  of 
looker  building  with  shower  bath,  passed,  172-mesBage  with  communi- 
cation,  placed  on  file,   194 

Carson  beach:  order  regarding  protection  from  damage  caused  by 
relocation  of  harbor  lines,  passed,  224-message  with  communication, 
placed  on  file,  227 

Castle  Island  and  Marine  park: 

message  with  order  for  loan  of  5200,000  for  improvements,  20-referred 

to  committee  on  finance,  22-report  accepted,  31-order  passed,  32- 

given  final  reading  and  passed,  60,  61 
message  with  order  for  loan  of  $25,000  for  improvements,  referred  to 

committee   on   finance,    147-report    accepted,   order    passed,    167- 

given  second  reading  and  passed,  202 

Ceylon  st.  playground :  order  to  place  in  proper  condition,  passed,  149- 
message  with  communication,  placed  on  file,  166 

Charlestown  Heights: 

order  as  to  when  and  how  appropriation  is  to  be  expended,  passed, 

13-message  with  communication,  44-placed  on  file,  45 
order  as  to  advisability  of  replacing  old  building  with  modern  structure, 

passed,  24-message  with  communication,  44-placed  on  file,  45 
order  for  loan  of  $25,000  for  erection  of  locker  building,  referred  to 
committee    on     finance,    59-report     accepted,    order    passed,    76- 
given  second  reading  and  passed,  84-vetoed,  94-placed  on  file,  95 
order  to  investigate  conditions,  passed  287-message  with  communi- 
cation, placed  on  file,  293 
order  to  assign  fifty  men  to  clean,  passed,  432 
children's  playground,  Ward  15: 

order  for  loan  of  $30,000  for  establishment,  referred  to  committee  on 

finance,  24-report  accepted,  order  passed,  48-given  second  reading 

and  passed,  75-vetoed,  94-placed  on  file,  95 

order  for  loan  of  $30,000  for  establishment  in  vicinity,  Greenwich  st. 

and  Kimball  st.,  referred  to  finance  committee,  189 

Columbus  pk.,  South  Boston:  order  to  name  new  stadium  John  T. 

Carr  Stadium,  passed,  115 
Common  and  parks: 

order  to  put  in  proper  condition  Ward  1  parks,  passed,  186 
message  with  communication  and  order  for  appropriation  of  $147,000 
from  Parkman  Fund  for  improvements,  327-referred  to  committee 
on  Parkman  Fund,  328-report  accepted,  order  passed,  374,  375 
message  with  order  for  $5,000  from  Parkman  Fund  for  improvements, 
Franklin  pk.,  referred  to  committee  on  Parkman  Fund,  347-report 
accepted,  order  passed,  374,  375 
message  with   communication   and   order  for  transfer  of  $60,482.48 
from  Parkman  Fund  for  Franklin  Park  improvements,  referred  to 
committee  on  Parkman  Fund,  456-report  accepted,  order  passed, 
472 
Cronin  playground,  Ward  16:    order  to  install  tennis  court,  passed, 

277-message  with  communication,  placed  on  file,  293 
Dewey  beach,  Ward  2: 

order  aB  to  advisability  of  building  retaining  wall,  passed,  232-message 

with  communication,  placed  on  file,  327 
order    to    investigate    conditions,    passed,    287-message    with    com- 
munication placed  on  file,  292 
order  as  to  advisability  of  acquiring  adjacent  property  for  improve- 
ments, passed,  359-message  with  communication,  placed  on  file,  361 
order  to  include  in  budget  sum  to  provide  additional  facilities,  passed, 

438-message  with  communication,  454-placed  on  file,  455 
order   to   have   dredged,   passed,   438-message   with   communication 
placed  on  file,  455 
Eagle  Hill  playground,  Ward  1: 

order  for  removal  of  buildings  of  public  works  department,  passed,  52 
order  to  cut  entrance  from  street,  passed,  52-message  with  communi- 
cation, placed  on  file,  56 
order  for   appropriation   of   $60,000   for   erection   of   retaining   wall, 
locker    building    and    establishment    of    playground,    referred    to 
committee  on  finance,  128-report  with  order  for  loan  of  $60,000, 
report  accepted,  order  passed,  136-given  second  reading  and  passed, 
173-vetoed,  placed  on  file,  195,  196 
order  for  loan  of  $25,000  for  locker  building,  referred  to  committee  on 
finance,  230 
flooding  for  skating: 

message  with  communication  regarding  order,  Columbus  pk.,  South 

BoBton,  9-placed  on  file,  10 
message  with   communication   regarding,   in   playgrounds,   Ward   11, 

placed  on  file,  10 
order   for,    playgrounds,    South    Boston,    passed,    452-message    with 

communication,  placed  on  file,  453 
order  for,  Franklin  Field,  passed,  457-message  with  communication, 
placed  on  file,  465 
Franklin  Field: 

order  for  loan  of  $20,000  for  bleachers,  referred  to  committee  on 

finance,  17 
order  to  keep  locker  building  open  evenings,  passed,  24-message  with 

communication,  placed  on  file,  44 
order  to  install  flood  lights  on  tennis  courts,  passed,  122-message  with 

communication,  placed  on  file,  124 
order  to  erect  fence,  tennis  courts,  passed,  175,  201-message  with  com- 
munication, placed  on  file,  206 


Park  Department,  continued. 

Franklin  Field  playground :  order  for  lease  of  part  of  Dorchester  Club,  " 
Talbot  ave.,  for  athletics,  passed,  169-message  with  communication, 
placed  on  file,  194 
Franklin  pk. : 

order  for  additional  benches,   Seaver  st.   side,   passed,  323-message 

with  communication,  placed  on  file,  327 
order  to  install  bubble  drinking  fountain,   Blue  Hill  ave.  entrance, 

passed,  379-message  with  communication,  placed  on  file,  389 
order  for  construction  of  convenience  station,   passed,  387-message 
with  communication,  388-placed  on  file,  389 
gates:  order  for  erection  at  four  entrances  to  Adams  st.,  from  Ronan 

pk.,  Ward  15,  passed,  37 
Gertrude  Howes   pk..   Ward    12:    order    to  so  name  park  at  corner 
Moreland  and  Fairland  sts.,  passed,  452-message  with  communica- 
tion, placed  on  file,  453 
Green  and  Lamartine  sts.,  Ward   19:    order  as  to  advisability  of 
taking  land  in  vicinity  for  mothers'  rest,  passed,  339-message  with 
communications,  placed  on  file,  346 
gypsy  moth   problem:    order  to  combat  by  spraying,  passed,  360- 

message  with  communication,  placed  on  file,  361 
Independence  pk. :    order  for  concrete  walks  and  wire  fence,  passed, 

373-message  with  communication,  placed  on  file,  377 
information:  order  to  advise  city  council  as  to  the  1,500  men  to  be 

put  to  work,  428-passed,  429 
Greenwood  sq.,  Hyde  Park:   message  with  order  for  transfer  of  grass 
plot  from  public  works  department,  referred  to  executive  committee, 
147-report  accepted,  order  passed,  149 
James  F.  Healy  playground:  message  with  order  for  loan  of  $25,000 
for  improvements,   21-referred   to   committee  on   finance,   22-report 
accepted,  order  passed,  31-given  final  reading  and  paBsed,  60,  61 
John  A.  Doherty  playground,  Ward   16:    order  to  install  telephone, 

passed,  192-message  with  communication,  placed  on  file,  194 
John  H.  L.  Noyes  playground,  East  Boston:  report  on  order  for  loan 
of  $75,000  for  improvements,  report  accepted,  order  passed.  243-given 
second  reading  and  passed,  261-vetoed,  placed  on  file,  265 
John  J.  Connolly  playground,  Ward  II:  order  for  loan  of  $25,000 
for  removal  of  ledge,   referred   to   committee  on   finance,   48-report 
accepted,  64-order  passed,  67-given  second  reading  and  passed,  84- 
vetoed,  94-placed  on  file,  95 
L  Street  bath  house: 
order  for  construction  of  solarium,  passed,  243-message  with  com- 
munication, placed  on  file,  246 
order  regarding  improvement  of  rules  for  use,  passed,  252 
order  to  close  opening  beneath  women's  locker  room,  paBsed,  323- 
message  with  communication,  326-placed  on  file,  327 
order  to  keep  open,  passed,  359-message  with  communication,  361- 

placed  on  file,  362 
order  for  protection  from  theft,  395-passed,  396-message  with  com- 
munication, placed  on  file,  405 
order  to  erect  glass  sun  house,  passed,  444-message  with  communica- 
tion, placed  on  fi^e,  455 
land,   Dorchester:  notice  of  acceptance  of  Act  authorizing   transfer 

from  school  committee,  placed  on  file,  169,  196 
locker  buildings:  order  to  keep  open  evenings  in  various  playgrounds, 

passed,  26-message  with  communication,  placed  on  file,  44 
Mary  Hemenway  playground,  Ward  16: 

order  to  include  in  budget  sum  for  erection  of  locker  building  and 
bleachers,  passed,  13-message  with  communication,  placed  on  file, 
19 
order  for  loan  of  $25,000  for  improvements,  21-referred  to  committee 
on  finance,  22-report  accepted,  order  passed,  31-given  final  read- 
ing and  passed,  60,  61 
Matthew   J.    Sweeney    playground:  order   for   report   of    accident 
resulting  in  death    of    Teresa  Kennedy,   passed,  224-message    with 
communications,  placed  on  file,  227-message  with  communications, 
246-placed  on  file,  247 
Mission  Hill  playground,  Ward  10: 

message  with  communication  for  transfer  of  portion  of  land  to  library 

department,  placed  on  file,  146 
order  to  provide  for  enlargement,  passed,  424-message  with  communi- 
cation, placed  on  file,  433 
mothers'  rest,  Charlestown: 

order  for  transfer  of  Warren-Bunker  Hill  school  land   from   school 
committee,   passed,    121-message    with   communication   regarding, 
165— placed  on   file,   166-message   with  communication,   placed   on 
file,  180 
order  as  to   advisability  of  leasing    land  in   vicinity  Brighton   and 
Parker  sts.,  passed,  323-message  with  communication,  placed  on 
file,  327 
mothers'  rest,   Ward   19:  order  as  to  advisability  of  establishing  in 
vicinity,   Lamartine  and  Green  sts.,  passed,  163-message  with  com- 
munication, placed  on  file,  165 
Nashua  St.,  vicinity  of: 

message  with  communication,  preambles  and  vote  authorizing  approval 
of  indenture  for  transfer  of  land  from  Commonwealth  of  Massa- 
chusetts, referred  to  executive  committee,  245-report  accepted, 
order  passed,  253 
order  for  loan  of  $250,000  for  development,  referred  to  committee  on 
finance,  309 
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North  End  pk.,  Ward  3:  order  to  place  in  proper  condition,  passed, 
452-message  with  communication,  placed  on  file,  454 

Parker  Hill: 

order  to  accept  Act  authorizing  city  to  transfer  land  on  Parker  Hill 
to  park  department,  referred  to  executive  committee,  96-report 
accepted,  order  passed,  96 

order  for  loan  of  $50,000  for  development,  referred  to  committee  on 
finance,  312 

Paris  Street  playground:  order  for  screening,  passed,  301-message 
with  communication,  placed  on  file,  314 

playground,  Dorchester,  Ward  17: 

order  that  school  committee  take  early  action  with  reference  to  plans 

for  adequate  playground  in   Dunbar  ave.   district,  23-passed,  24; 

order  to  file  with  legislature  bill  permitting  transfer  from  school 

committee,  35-passed,  36-message  with  communication,  placed  on 

file,  44 
order  for  loan  of  $60,000  for  buildings  and  laying  out,  Dunbar  ave. 

section,  given  first  reading  and  passed,  217-vetoed,  247-placed  on 

file,  248 
order  for  loan  of  $30,000  for  improvements,  252-given  first  reading 

and  passed,  253-given  second  reading  and  passed,  278 

playground,  Ward  20:  order  to  provide  in  budget  sum  for  new  play- 
ground, Weld  Hill  section,  483-passed,  484 

playgrounds:  message  with  order  for  loan  of  $215,000  for  improve- 
ments,  434-referred   to   executive   committee,   435-report   accepted, 
order  given   first   reading   and   passed,   444-given   final  reading   and 
passed,  457,  458 
Public    Garden:    order  to    provide    shelter,  passed,  26-message    with 

communication,  placed  on  file,  46 
public  golf  course,  Hyde  Park: 

order  for  loan  of  $275,000,  20-referred  to  committee  on  finance,  22- 

report  accepted,   order  passed,   64-assigned   to   next  meeting,   69- 

order  given  second  reading  and  passed,  84,  90-remarks  concerning, 

Ill-given  second  reading  and  passed,  116 

order  regarding  inspection  of  location,  77-order  withdrawn,  78;  order 

regarding  inspection,  passed,  78 
older  to  retain  men  now  employed,  148-passed,  149 
order  as  to  reason  for  discharge  of  day  laborers,  passed,  188-message 
with  communication,  placed  on  file,  206 
quarters:  order    regarding    substitute    quarters    for    Mosquito    Fleet 
Yacht   Club,   passed,    190-message   with   communication,   placed   on 
file,  206 

Quinn  way  and  Centre  st.,  West  Roxbury: 

see  Public  Lands 

recreation  purposes:  message  with  order  for  appropriation  of  $5,000 
for  transportation  of  children,  to  be  charged  to  reserve  fund,  226- 
referred  to  executive  committee,  227-reDort  accepted,  order  passed, 
244 

removal  of  tree:  order  for,  No.  58  Rockwell  st.,  Dorchester,  passed, 
387-message  with  communication,  placed  on  file,  389 

Ronan  pk.,  Ward  15: 

report  on   order  for  loan   of   $40,000   for   concrete   bleachers,  report 
accepted,  order  passed,  48-given  second  reading  and  passed,  75- 
vetoed,  94-placed  on  file,  95 
order  to  erect  gates  at  entrances  to  Adams  St.,  189-passed,  190 
order  to  erect  fence  inclosing  memorial,  passed,  217 
order  for  finance  commission  to  right  a  wrong  which  existed  July  4, 
1931,  332-passed,  333 

Sergeant  Arthur  Fenatti  McKinney  playground,  Ward  22:  order 
to  so  name  playground  adjacent  to  Faneuil  St.,  passed,  13-message 
with  communication,  placed  on  file,  19 

Smith's  Pond  playground:  message  with  order  for  loan  of  $25,000 
for  improvements,  21-referred  to  committee  on  finance,  22-report 
accepted,  order  passed,  31-given  final  reading  and  passed,  60,  61 

StanleyA.  Ringer  playground:  message  with  order  for  loan  of  $25,000 
for  improvements,  21-referred  to  committee  on  finance,  22-report 
accepted,  order  passed,  31-given  final  reading  and  passed,  60,  61 

Sullivan  Sq.  playground:  order  to  place  field  house  in  sanitary  con- 
dition, passed,  304-message  with  communication,  placed  on  file,  316 

Sullivan  sq.  section,  Charlestown:  order  for  loan  of  $75,000  for 
construction  and  equipment  of  buildings,  referred  to  committee  on 
finance,  193 

taking  of  streets:  message  with  communication  and  order  for  taking 
of  parts  of  streets  at  intersection  of  Commonwealth  ave.,  194-referred 
to  executive  committee,  195,  report  accepted,  order  passed,  202 

Tenean  beach,  Ward  16:  order  for  loan  of  $64,000  for  improvements, 
referred  to  committee  on  finance,  12 

transfer  of  land: 

message  with  communication  for  transfer  of  portion  of  Mission  Hill 

playground  to  library  department,  placed  on  file,  146 
order  for,  grass  plot,  junction   Henshaw   and   Cambridge  sts.,  from 
public  works  department,  411-passed,  412 

Tremlett  pk.,  Dorchester:  order  to  recondition,  passed,  125-message 
with  communication,  placed  on  file,  147 

Ward  I  parks:  order  to  put  in  proper  condition,  to  be  charged  to  Park- 
man  Fund,  passed,  186-message  with  communication  placed  on  file, 
195 


Park  Department,  continued. 

Ward  3  playground:  order  for  loan  of  $75,000  for  purchase  of  land, 
referred  to  committee  on  finance,  201 


Ward  17  playground: 

passed,  203 


order  to  name  Thomas  J.  Roberts  playground, 


Washington  pk.:    order  for  additional  benches,  Dale  st.  side,  passed 

323-message  with  communication,  placed  on  file,  327 
Wellington  Hill  section,  Ward  14: 

order  for  report  as  to  site  and  cost  of   mothers'  rest,  passed,  17-mes- 

sage  with  communication,  placed  on  file,  45 
order  for  loan  of  $50,000  to  provide  for  land  and  mothers'  rest,  re- 
ferred   to    committee    on    finance,    53-report    accepted,    64-order 
passed,  67-given  second  reading  and  passed,  84-vetoed,  94-placed 
on  file,  95 
order  for  loan  of  $35,000  for  mothers'  rest,  referred  to  executive  com- 
mittee, 438-report  accepted,  given  first  reading  and  passed,  444- 
given  second  reading  and  passed,  458-vetoed,  placed  on  file,  465 
Wellington  st.  playground:   order  to  grade  and  install  proper  lights, 

passed,  336-message  with  communication,  placed  on  file,  346 
William    Amerena    playground:  message   with    order   for   loan    of 
$25,000  for  improvements,  21-referred  to  committee  on  finance,  22- 
report  accepted,   order   passed,  31-given   final  reading   and  passed, 
60,  61 

World  War  Memorial  pk.,  Ward  1 : 

order  to  install  lights  in  bath  house  and  on  bathing  beach,  passed, 
192-message  with  communication  placed  on  file,  204 

order  to  place  sand  on  beach,  passed,  252-message  with  communica- 
tion, placed  on  file,  265 

order  regarding  use  of  tennis  courts,  passed,  278-message  with  com- 
munication, placed  on  file,  293 

Park  Street,  Ward  17. 

sidewalk  schedule,  passed,  229 

Park  Street,  Ward  20. 

order  for  sidewalks,  Centre  st.  to  Martin  st.,  passed,  352 

Park  View  Street,  Ward  12. 

order  to  repave,  passed,  285 

Parker  Hill. 

see  Hospital  Department 
see  Park  Department 

Parker,  J.  Harleston.     (See  Bequests.) 
Parking.     (See  Traffic  Commission.) 

Parkman  Fund. 

Common  and  parks: 

message  with  communication  and  order  for  $147,000  to  park  depart- 
ment, 327-referred  to  committee  on  Parkman  Fund,  328 

message  with  order  for  $5,000  for  improvements,  Franklin  park, 
referred  to  committee  on  Parkman  Fund,  347-report  accepted, 
order  passed,  374,  375 

order  to  put  in  proper  condition  Ward  1  parks   passed,  186 

message  with  communucation  and  order  for  transfer  of  $60,482.48 
to  park  department  for  Franklin  pk.  improvements,  referred  to 
committee  on  Parkman  Fund,  456-report  accepted,  order  passed, 
472 

Parkman  Street,  Ward  3. 

order  to  provide  lighting  facilities,  78 

Parkman  Street,  Ward  16. 

order  to  repave,  Dorchester  ave.  to  Adams  st.,  passed,  37 
Parks.     (<See  Park  Department.) 

Pasadena  Road,  Ward  14. 

order  to  accept  and  lay  out,  passed,  83 

Paul  Gore  Street,  Ward  19. 

order  to  repave,  passed,  372 
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Paul,  Mary  Clark. 

order  for  payment  of  $9,  report  accepted,  order  passed,  191 
order  for  payment  of  $12,  report  accepted,  order  passed,  191 

Paving  Service.     (See  Public  Works  Department.) 


Penal  Institutions  Department. 

Deer  Island:  order  to  submit  plan  for  modernization  of  correctional 

structures,   passed,  437 
Shirley  Out:  order  as  to  advisability  of  constructing  bridge,  passed,  437 

Pendergast,  David. 

order  for  name  of  technician  in  attendance  during  X-Ray  service  Janu- 
ary 6,  1931,  450-passed,  451-message  with  communications,  naming 
technician  Victor  Burton,  placed  on  file,  465 

Pensions.     (See  Police  Department.) 

Perkins  Street  and  South  Huntington  Avenue,  Ward  10. 

order  to  install  automatic  traffic  signal  at  junction,  passed,  142- 
message  with  communication,  206-placed  on  file,  207 

Permits  to  Carry  Revolvers.     (See  Police  Department.) 

Persons  Aided,  by  Precincts.     (See  Public  Welfare  De- 
partment.) 

Phaneuf,  Edward  J. 

appointed  deputy  superintendent  of  construction,  placed  on  file,  125 

i  Phillips,  James  D. 

resolution  favoring  legislation  authorizing  reinstatement  in  police  de- 
partment, passed,  129 

Pierce  Avenue,  Ward  16. 

sidewalk  schedule,  passed,  95 

Pierce  Coach  Lines. 

jitneys,  petitions  for  licenses  to  operate: 

between    Boston-Dedham   line   on    Washington   at.    to   Egleston   sq., 

Forest  Hills,  125-report  accepted,  358,  359 
Park  sq.  to  Providence,  364 

Pilgrim  Road,  Ward  4. 

Bidewalk  schedule,  passed,  95 

Plainfield  Street,  Ward  11. 

order  for  sidewalk,  Williams  st.  to  Brook  rd.,  passed,  84 

I  Playgrounds.     (See  Park  Department.) 
I  Plympton  Street  and  Harrison  Avenue. 

message  with  communication,  preambles  and  order  for  lease  of  land  to 
■South  End  Association,  referred  to  committee  on  public  lands,  179- 
report  accepted,  order  passed,  322-preambles  and  order  for  lease, 
341-given  second  reading  and  passed,  341 

i  Police  Department. 

additional  officers:  order  for  appointment  of  two  hundred,  76- 
passed,  77;  order  to  provide  in  budget  for  appointment  of  two  hundred 
passed,  431-message  with  communications  placed  on  file,  446 

ambulances: 

order  to  provide,  Station  15,  Ward  2,  201-message  with  communica- 
tion, 220-placed  on  file,  221 

order  to  provide,  Division  13,  Jamaica  Plain,  passed  230-message 
with  communication,  placed  on  file,  265 


Police  Department,  continued. 

bell  divers:  order  to  include  in  budget  sum  for  services,  passed,  372- 

message  with  communication,  placed  on  file,  425 
children  at  theaters:  preamble  with  order  for  enforcement  of  laws 
relative  to  attendance  and  the  prohibition  of  harmful  pictures,  referred 
to  committee  on  public  safety,  149-recalled,  referred  to  executive  com- 
mittee, 168-report  with  order  as  amended,  passed,  173-communication 
regarding,  placed  on  file,  181-remarks  concerning,  190 
competitive  bids:    order  for,   for  automobile  and  office  equipment, 

referred  to  executive  committee,  174 
dogs,  restraint  of: 

message  with  communications  and  order,  for  ninety  days,  referred  to 
executive  committee,  266-report  accepted,  order  rejected,  286,  287 
order  for,  for  sixty  days,  referred  to  executive  committee,  304 
enforcement  of  rules:  order  for  enforcement  of  traffic  rules  and  regula- 
tions, order  as  amended,  passed,  175 
garage,  station   14:  message  with  order  for  loan  of  325,000  for  con- 
struction, referred  to  committee  on  finance,  93-report  accepted,  order 
passed,  135,  136-given  final  reading  and  passed,  173;    message  with 
order  for  loan  of  $25,000  for  construction,  referred  to  committee  on 
finance,   178-report  accepted,   given   first  reading   and  passed,  218- 
given  second  reading  and  passed,  243 
memorial  services:  order  to  include  in  budget,  provision  for,  passed, 

483 
motorcycle  service:   order  for,  Division  19,  passed,  310-message  with 

communications,  placed  on  file,  326 
pensions  and  annuities: 
resolution  favoring  legislation  relative  to  pensions  for  certain  police 

officers,  61-passed,  62 
Cavagnaro,  Mrs.  Joseph  L.  A.:  449 
Murphy,  Mrs.  Walter  P.,  343 
permits:  order  for,  to  carry  revolver,  ruled  out  of  order,  334 
privileges  for  police:   order  to  petition  the  General  Court  for  legislation 

regarding,  passed,  190 
reimbursement: 

order  regarding,  to  Robert  G.  White,  277-passed,  278 
message  with  order,  to   reimburse   the  sum   of  $39.80,  277-passed, 
278-message  with  communications,  291-placed  on  file,  292 
reinstatements : 

Banks,  Lccius:  resolution  approving  legislation  authorizing,  22 

certain  persons:  resolution  favoring  legislation,  59 

Dowlinq,   John   J.:     resolution   approving  legislation   authorizing, 

passed,  22 
Duchaney,  Nelson  L.:    resolution  favoring  legislation  authorizing, 

passed,  83. 
Haves,  William:  resolution  favoring  legislation  authorizing,  passed, 

37 
McCarthy,   James  E.:    resolution  favoring  legislation  authorizing, 

passed,  12 
Phillips,   James    D.:     resolution    favoring   legislation    authorizing, 

passed,  129 
Riordan,    Francis  J.:  resolution    favoring    legislation    authorizing, 

passed,  13 
Stdart,    James    P.:     resolution     favoring    legislation     authorizing, 
passed,  24 

Woodford,     Thomas:  resolution    favoring    legislation     authorizing, 
passed,  37 
salaries: 

message  witli  communications,  concerning  increase,  vetoed,  42-placed 

on  file,  43 
order  for  extra  compensation  for  officers  on  extra  duty,  402-passed,  403 
order  as  to  whether  steamship  companies  are  paying  for  extra  duty, 
referred  to  executive  committee,  403-report  accepted,  order  passed, 
412-message  with  communication,  placed  on  file,  425 
school  for  motorcycle  officers:  order  as  to  advisability  of  establishing 
for   proper  instruction,   passed,   319-message   with   communications, 
placed  on  file,  346 
secretary:  message   with   communications  regarding  list  of   names  of 

applicants,  10-placed  on  file,  11 
short-wave  radio  broadcasting  system: 

order  for  equipment  of  department,  330-passed,  332 
order  as  to  status  of  equipment,  passed,  372-order  for  report,   passed, 
402 

signal  box:  order  to  place  on  Division  3  side  of  Nashua  st.,  passed,  483 

speeding:  order  for  taking  necessary  measures  to  end,  in  Charlestown, 
passed,  421-message  with  communication-455,  placed  on  file,  456 

station  and  garage,  divisions  4  and  5:  message  with  order  for 
loan  of  $350,000,  20-referred  to  committee  on  finance,  22-report 
accepted,  order  passed,  64-given  second  reading  and  passed,  84- 
message  with  order  to  rescind,  referred  to  executive  committee,  178- 
report  accepted,  order  passed,  253-given  second  reading  and  passed, 
278 

station,  division  14:  order  for  advance  of  pay  day,  396-referred  to 
executive  committee,  397-report  accepted,  order  passed,  400 

station,  division  17:  order  to  include  in  budget  sum  to  provide  for 
new  station,  passed,  484 
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Police  Department,  continued. 

station  No.  7,  East  Boston:  message  with  communication  and  order 
for  $11,000  to  be  appropriated  from  Special  Funds,  Sales  of  City 
Property,  for  courthouse  and  police  station  No.  7,  East  Boston,  for 
alterations  and  new  buildings,  referred  to  executive  committee, 
l(j3-report  accepted,  order  passed,  117 

station  No.  8:  message  with  report  on  order  for  sale  for  .520,000,  report 
accepted,  order  given  first  reading  and  passed,  353 

station  No.  12:  order  for  loan  of  $10,000  for  land  and  erection  of 
garage,  referred  to  committee  on  finance,  5S 

station,  West  End:  message  with  order  for  loan  of  $350,000,  20- 
referred  to  committee  on  finance,  22-report  accepted,  order  passed, 
64-given  second  reading  and  passed,  84-message  with  order  to  rescind, 
referred  to  executive  committee,  178-report  accepted,  order  passed, 
253-given  second  reading  and  passed,  278 

time  off:   order  for,  to  honor  men  to  attend  convention,  passed,  313 

traffic  force,  increase  of:  order  not  to  disturb  present  personnel,  319- 
passed,  320-message  with  communication,  345-placed  on  file,  346 

transfer:  order  for  $8,000,  within  the  department,  389-referred  to 
executive  committee,  391-report  accepted,  order  passed,  401 

uniforms: 

order  to  reconsider  recent  order  for  new  uniforms,  passed,  170-mes- 
sage  with  communication,  placed  on  file,  182 

order  to  cancel  contract  for  cloth,  passed,  281-message  with  communi- 
cation, placed  on  file,  292 


Political  Buttons.     (See  City  Employees.) 
Pond  Circle,  Ward  19. 

order  to  accept  and  lay  out,  passed,  310 

Pond  Street,  Ward  7. 

order  for  sidewalk,  Columbia  rd.  to  edgestone,  passed,  229 


Pond  Street,  Ward  18. 

order  for  sidewalk,  Highland  st.  to  Williams  ave.,  passed,  112 
order  for  sidewalk,  Mt.  Pleasant  st.  to  No.  12,  passed,  342 


Poplar  Street,  Ward  3. 

order  to  provide  lighting  facilities,  78 

Portable  Schoolhouses.     (See  School  Committee.) 
Port  Differentials. 

message  with  order  for  $25,000  for  elimination,  to  be  charged  to  reserve 
fund,  7-passed,  9 

message  with  order  for  $25,000,  to  be  charged  to  reserve  fund,  177- 
referred  to  executive  committee,  177-report  accepted,  reference 
ordered,  191-report  accepted,  234-order  passed,  235 

Porter  Street,  East  Boston. 

order  for  information  about  widening,  197-passed,  198-message  with 
communication,  221-placed  on  file,  222 

Power,  Leo  F.,  Councilor. 

orders  and  resolves: 

adequate  fire  apparatus,  Ward  10,  53,  54 
automatic  traffic  signals,  Ward  10,  142 
boulevard  lights,  Centre  st.,  122 
death  penalty,  338 

development  of  land,  Parker  Hill,  312 
enlargement,  Mission  Hill  playground,  424 
improvements,  Ward  10,  37,  201,  375 
land  on  Parker  Hill,  96 
repaving  Walden  st.,  84 
resurfacing  Creighton  st.,  76 
sidewalks.  Ward  10,  115,  218,  342 
"white  way"  lights,  Huntington  ave.,  373 
remarks: 

adequate  fire  apparatus,  Ward  10,  53,  54 

classification  and  compensation  plans,  150 

death  penalty,  338 

short-wave  broadcasting  system,  police  department,  331 

transfer  of  chronic  hospital,  335 


Powers,  Mrs.  Margaret. 

order  concerning  conduct  of  case  in  Boston  city  hospital,  passed,  311 

Prest,  William  M. 

notice  of  assignment  as  member  of  administrative  committee  of  probate 
court,  placed  on  file,  364;  notice  of  designation  as  chairman,  placed 
on  file,  364 

Printing  Department. 

"Boston's  Streets":   order  to  print,  147-referred  to  executive  commit- 
tee, 148-report  accepted,  order  passed,  149 
classification  and  compensation  plan:  order  to  print,  passed,  163 
oration  by  Hon.  David  I.  Walsh:  order  to  print,  passed,  276 
report  of  finance  commission:  order  to  print,  passed,  285 
"Tercentenary  of  the  Founding  of  Boston":   message  with  order  to 
print,   referred   to   executive   committee,   164-report  accepted,   order 
'     173 


Prison  Point  Bridge,  Charlestown. 

order  to  install  lighting  system,  passed,  335 

Prisons,  Inspection  of. 

annual  report  accepted  and  ordered  printed  as  city  document,  495 

Probate  Court.     (-See  County  of  Suffolk,  County  Accounts.) 
Probation  of  Privates.     (.See  Fire  Department.) 
Prospect  Avenue,  Ward  19. 

sidewalk  schedule,   passed,  229 

Public  Buildings  Department. 

armory   building,  East  Boston:  message  with  order  for  sale,  referred 
to  committee  on  public  lands,  27-report  accepted,  given  first  reading 
and  passed,  353-given  second  reading  and  passed,  373 
chairs,  sale  of:  order  for,  to  city  council  members,  passed,  470 
courthouse,  Brighton:  order  to  install  clock  in  tower,  passed,  28 
courthouse,  East  Boston: 

message    with    communication    regarding    request    for   citizen    labor, 

placed  on  file.  10 
message  with  communication  and  order  for  $11,000  to  be  appropriated 
from   Special  Fund.   Sales  of   City   Property,   for  courthouse  and 
police  station  No.  7,  for  alterations  and  new  buildings,  referred  to 
executive  committee,  103-report  accepted,  order  passed,  117 
order  regarding  specifications,  referred  to  executive  committee,  120 
courthouse,  Roxbury:  order  for  loan  of  $600,000  for  erection,  referred 

to  committee  on  finance,  59 
district    court,    Dorchester:     order   for   improvement   of    adjacent 

grounds,   passed,  200 
East  St.,  Dorchester:  order  for  lease  of  old  wardroom  to  Francis  G. 

Kane  Post  60,  American  Legion,  passed.  122 
garage,  station  14:   see  Police  Department 
leases  to  veterans'  organizations: 

report  on   order,   report   accepted,   order  assigned   to   next   meeting, 

25-referred  to  executive  committee,  55 
order  to  lease  quarters,  passed,  131 
library  building,  Richmond  St.,  Dorchester:  order  to  build  addition 

for  Old  Dorchester  Post  No.  65,  American  Legion,  passed,  111 
municipal    building,    Charlestown:  resolution    favoring    legislation 
authorizing  city  to  borrow  for  erection,  passed,  48-report  on  order 
authorizing  acceptance  of  Act,  219 
municipal  building,  Fields  Corner: 

order  for  loan   of   $500,000   for  erection,   referred   to   committee   on 

finance,  48 
resolution   favoring   legislation    authorizing   borrowing,   outside   debt 
limit,  for  erection,  passed,  83 
municipal  building,  Ward  14: 

order  for  loan  of  $400,000,  referred  to  committee  on  finance,  24 
resolution  favoring   legislation    authorizing    borrowing,  outside   debt 
limit,  for  erection,  passed,  58 
old  ladder  No.  5,  South  Boston: 

order  for  lease  of  upper  floor    to    Major  M.  J.   O'Connor  Camp  4, 
United  Spanish  War  Veterans,  referred  to  executive  committee,  149- 
report  accepted,  order  passed,  149 
order  for  lease  of  first  floor  to  Columbia  Post  No.  51,  American  Legion, 
passed,  172 
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Public  Buildings  Department,  continued. 

police  station  No.  8:  message  with  report  on  order  for  sale  for  $20,000, 
report  accepted,  order  given  first  reading  and  passed,  353-given 
second  reading  and  passed,  373 

police  stations:  message  with  order  for  loan  of  8700,000  for  new 
stations  and  additions,  referred  to  executive  committee,  291-report 
accepted,  order  passed,  353-given  final  reading  and  passed,  373 

public  buildings:  resolution  protesting  against  use  of  foreign  mate- 
rial, in  Boston,  passed,  482 

radiotone  pictures:  message  with  order  for  $14,000  to  be  charged  to 
reserve  fund,  referred  to  executive  committee,  94-referred  to  appro- 
priations committee.  102-report  accepted,  order  passed,  131 

razing  of  buildings:  order  to  condemn  and  raze  unfit  buildings,  233- 
passed,  234-message  with  communication,  placed  on  file,  268 

rifle  range,  Wakefield:  order  for  increase  of  allowance,  passed,  216- 
message  with  communication,  placed  on  file,  228 

wardroom,  Ward  3:  order  for  estimate  of  cost  of  additional  story, 
passed,  208-message  with  communication,  placed  on  file,  228 

wardroom,  Blossom  st.,  Ward  3:  order  for  loan  of  $25,000  for  gym- 
nasium and  shower  baths,  referred  to  committee  on  finance,  285 


Public  Celebrations. 

appropriation:  message  with  order  for  $25,000  to  be  transferred  from 
reserve  fund,  referred  to  executive  committee,  329-report  accepted, 
order  passed,  342 

Boston  Public  Latin  school:  order  regarding  plans  for  300th  anni- 
versary,  337-passed,   338-message   regarding,    placed   on    file,    361- 
message  with  communication,  placed  on  file,  407 
entertainment  of  guests:    remarks  concerning,  190 
July  4: 

order  to  invite  Hon.  Alfred  E.  Smith  to  be  orator,  137-referred  to 
executive  committee,  138-report  accepted,  order  as  amended 
passed,  142 
order  regarding  payment  for  ice  cream  at  Ronan  pk.,  Ward  15,  281- 
passed,  283-message  with  communication,  placed  on  file, 
314-message  with  communication,  316-placed  on  file,  317-report 
of  finance  commission,  329-placed  on  file,  330-order  for  finance 
commission  to  proceed  to  right  a  wrong,  332-passed,  333 
order  regarding  payment  for  ice  cream,  311-passed,  312-message  with 
communication,  placed  on  file,  314-order  requesting  finance  com- 
mission to  right  wrong  existing,  332-passed,  333 

Public  Garden.     (See  Park  Department.) 

Public  Golf  Course,  Hyde  Park.     (See  Park  Department.) 

Public  Health. 

topio  in  Mayor's  address,  1,  2 

Public  Lands. 

Chestnut  Hill  ave.,  Brighton:  message  with  preambles  and  order 
for  sale,  referred  to  committee  on  public  lands,  124 

Chestnut  Hil!  ave.,  Brighton,  Ward  21:  order  for  hearing,  referred 
to  executive  committee.  359 

Chestnut  Hill  ave.  and  Commonwealth  ave:  report  on  order  for 
sale  of  land  at  $200,000  at  public  auction,  report  accepted,  354-given 
first  reading  and  passed,  356-given  second  reading  and  passed,  373, 
374-message  with  communication  and  order  for  sale  at  $2  a  foot, 
referred  to  committee  on  public  lands,  415 

Codman  st.,  Nevada  st.  and  Southern  Artery,  Ward  17:  order 
regarding  taking  of  land  for  park  purposes,  passed,  338-message  with 
communication,  placed  on  file,  345 

Foster  ct.:  message  with  communication,  preambles  and  order  for 
sale  to  Fillippo  Clemente,  referred  to  committee  on  public  lands,  408 

North  Grove  st.  and  Fruit  St.: 

message  with  preambles  and  order  for  sale  to  Massachusetts  General 
Hospital,  referred  to  committee  on  public  lands,  315-report  accepted. 
379,  order  passed,  386-given   second   reading  and  passed,  398,  400 
order  regarding  taking  of  land  for  jail  yard,  passed,  400 

Plympton  st.  and  Harrison  ave.:  message  with  communication,  pre- 
ambles and  order  for  lease  to  South  End  House  Association,  referred  to 
committee  on  public  lands,  179-report  accepted,  order  passed,  322- 
preambles  and  order  for  lease,  341-given  second  reading  and  passed, 
341 

Putnam  ave.,  rear  80  West  Cedar  St.: 

message  with  order  for  sale  for  $1,000,  referred  to  committee  on  public 
lands,  11-report  accepted,  25-assigned  to  next  meeting,  26-remarks 
regarding  assessed  value  of  adjoining  parcels,  26-order  given 
second  reading  and  passed,  75 

order  for  sale,  52-passed,  53 


Public  Lands,  continued. 

Quinn  way  and  Centre  st.,  West  Roxbury:  order  for  sale  for  $300, 
referred  to  committee  on  public  lands,  392 

South  Bay  flats:  order  for  partition  of  land  and  flats  abutting  on 
South  Bay  and  Fort  Point  channel,  to  establish  city's  rights,  83- 
passed,  84 

Public  Safety  Department. 

communication  regarding  new  rules  and  regulations  governing  light 
fuel  oil  burners  received,  placed  on  file,  378 

Public  Utilities  Department. 

message  with  preambles  and  order  regarding  laying  out  and  widening 
Arlington  st.,  referred  to  executive  committee.  290-report  accepted, 
order  passed,  312 


Public  Welfare  Department. 

abolition  of  board:  order  regarding  legislation  providing  for,  448- 
passed,  449 

overseers:  Margaret  L.  Gookin,  Simon  E.  Hecht,  William  H.  Taylor 
and  Vincent  Brogna,  appointed,  186;  Charles  J.  Mahoney,  appointed, 
317 

additional  distributing  stations:  order  to  establish  in  Dorchester, 
order  with  amendments,  adopted,  470 

additional  employees:  order  as  to  number  necessary  for  proper  in- 
vestigation of  applicants,  passed,  215-message  with  communication, 
placed  on  file,  226 

allowance  to  unemployed: 

order  regarding  amount,  302-passed,  303 

order  to  discontinue  requirement  that    men  receiving  shall  work  on 

city  streets,  passed,  319 
order  for  more  than  $15  a   week  to  men   with  dependent  families, 

passed,  431  : 

applicants  carrying  small  insurance  policies:  order  regarding,  209- 
passed,  215-message  with  communication,  225-placed  on  file,  226 

appropriation:  message  with  order  for  loan  of  $2,250,000,  referred 
to  executive  committee,  94-report  accepted,  order  passed,  102 

car  tickets:  order   to  furnish  free  to   men   assigned   to   public   works 

department,  passed,  309 
charities  administration   building: 

message  with  communication  and  order  for  loan  of  $300,000  for  con- 
struction, referred  to  committee  on  finance,  12-report  accepted, 
29-order  passed,  30— given  second  reading  and  passed,  84 

message  with  order  for  rescission  of  $15,000,  referred  to  executive 
committee,  407-given  first  reading  and  passed,  412-given  final 
reading  and  passed,  435,  436 

message  with  order  for  loan  of  $15,000  for  equipment,  referred  to 
executive  committee,  435-report  accepted,  order  given  first  reading 
and  passed,  444-given  final  reading  and  passed,  457,  458 

coal  dealers:  order  for  list  of  those  with  whom  the  city  proposes  to  do 
business,  passed,  368-message  with  communication  submitting  list, 
placed  on  file,  414 

coal  deliveries:  order  to  investigate  and  report,  139-passed,  140- 
message  with  communication,  180-placed  on  file,  181 

coal  prices:  order  regarding,  142-passed,  143-message  with  communi- 
cation, 180-placed  on  file,  181 

coal  purchases: 

order  for  discontinuance,  in  small  lots  from  coal  companies,  passed, 
188-message  with  communication,  placed  on  file,  204 

order  for  reasons  for  trade  with  New  England  Ice  and  Coal  Company, 
196-passed,   197-message  with  communication,   placed  on  file,  225 

discrimination: 

order  requesting  no  discrimination  against  colored  race,  305-passed, 

307 
order  requesting  no  discrimination  against  those  receiving  aid,  passed, 

308 

examination: 

order  for,  by  accountants  and  auditors.  161 -passed,  162-report  of 
Boston  Council  of  Social  Agencies,  182,  183,  184,  185-placed  on 
file,  185 

order  as  to  present  status  of  examination,  passed,  189-message  with 
communication,  placed  on  file,  204 

gas  and  electricity  rates:  order  regarding  fifty  per  cent  reduction  to 
unemployed  men   receiving  aid,   passed,   431 

grocery  orders:  order  to  discontinue  to  chain  stores,  188-passcd,  189- 
message  with  communication,  placed  on  file.  204 

investigators:   order  for  additional,  passed,  319 

larceny:  order  for  number  of  cases,  140-passcd,  141-mcssage  with 
communication,  180-placed  on  file,  181 
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Public  Welfare  Department,  continued. 

men  seeking  work:  order  to  allow  time  off  to  seek  other  employment, 

passed,  215-message  with  communication,  placed  on  file,  226 
minimum  pay:    order  regarding  payment  to  men  receiving  aid  and 

assigned  to  public  work,  310-passed,  311 
old-age    pensions:    order  for  establishment  of  places  of  registration, 

passed,  262 
persons  aided,  by  precincts:  message  with  communication.  145-placed 

on  file,  146-message  with  communication,  placed  on  file,  225-message 

with  communication,  placed  on  file,  405 
reduction  in  amount  of  aid :   preamble  and  resolution  regarding,  261- 

passed,  262 
relief  information:  order  to  obtain  information   regarding   property 

owned    by  families   now    receiving   aid,  with    order   for   information 

regarding   order   passed   August   4,    1930,    125-passed,    126-message 

with  communication,  placed  on  file,  145 
relief  program: 

order  regarding  the  issuance  of  grocery  orders  to  local  dealers  instead 
of  to  chain  stores,  passed,  126-message  with  communication,  placed 
on  file,  145 

order  to  destroy  records  of  persons  not  haying  received  aid  for  five 
years,  passed,  126-message  with  communication,  placed  on  file,  145 

order  for  finance  commission  to  furnish  names  of  persons  receiving 
aid    illegally,    127-referred    to    executive    committee,    128-report 
accepted,  order  rejected.  131 
relief  provisions:  order  for  information  regarding,  passed,  26-message 

with  communication,  placed  on  file,  46 
report  on  investigation:  received,  270-placed  on  file,  272 
Thanksgiving  turkeys:  order  regarding,  to  each  family  receiving  aid, 

passed,  429 
treatment  of  applicants:  order  that  applicants  be  treated  with  com- 
mon courtesy,  passed,  188-message  with  communication,  placed  on 

file,  204 
unemployment  fund:    order  regarding  contribution  of  one  cent  for 

each  dollar  received  by  city  employees,  passed,  371-message  regarding, 

377-placed  on  file,  378 

visitors:  . 

order  for  fifty  additional,  passed,  368-message  with  communication, 

placed  on  file,  406 
order  to  appoint  additional,  passed,   131-message  with  communica- 
tion, placed  on  file,  145 
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asphalt  specifications:  order  regarding,  at  Dorchester  high  school 
for  boys,  passed,  302-message  with  communication,  placed  on  file, 
315 

bridge  and  ferry  division: 

Albany  Street  Bridge:  message  with  communication  and  order  for 
loan  of  $40,000  for  rebuilding,  178-referred  to  committee  on  finance, 
179-report  accepted,  given  first  reading  and  passed.  218-given 
second  reading  and  passed,  243-message  with  communication  and 
order  for  rescission  of  $5,000,  referred  to  executive  committee,  415- 
report  accepted,  order  given  first  reading  and  passed,  416*given 
final  reading  and  passed,  435,  436 

bridge  across  Mystic  river:  order  as  to  advisability  of  building, 
passed,  431 

East  Boston  ferry:  remarks  regarding  awarding  of  contract,  69,  70 

Morton  Street  Bridge:  message  with  order  for  loan  of  $175,000, 
20-referred  to  committee  on  finance,  22-order  passed,  31-given 
final  reading  and  passed,  60,  61-message  with  communication  and 
order  for  rescission  of  $100,000,  referred  to  executive  committee,  415- 
report  accepted,  given  first  reading  and  passed,  416-given  final 
reading  and  passed,  435,  436 

Shawmdt  Avenue  Bridge:  order  for  loan  of  $75,000,  20-referred  to 
committee  on  finance,  22-report  accepted,  order  passed,  31-given 
final  reading  and  passed,  60,  61-message  with  communication  and 
order  for  rescission  of  $10,000,  referred  to  executive  committee,  415- 
report  accepted,  order  given  first  reading  and  passed,  416-given  final 
reading  and  passed,  435,  436 
cleaning  streets: 

Broadway,  Ward  6:  order  to  clean,  passed,  17 

employment  of  laborers:  order  to  include  in  budget  $480,000  for, 
passed,  52 

Fourth  St.,  Ward  6:  order  to  clean,  K  st.  to  Farragut  rd.,  passed, 
17 

South  Boston: 

order  to  put  in  proper  condition  for  Evacuation  Day,  passed,  95 
order  for,  by  temporary  men,  passed,  136 

Ward  2:  order  for  extended  employment  of  temporary  men,  passed, 
169-message  with  communication,  placed  on  file,  179;  order  to 
continue  Charlestown  men  at  work,  passed,  201-message  with 
communication,  placed  on  file,  205 

replacing  yards:   order  regarding  West  and  North  Ends,  passed,  386 
contracts:   order  regarding  time  limit,  passed,  278-message  with  com- 
munication, placed  on  file,  289 
day  labor:  order  to  use  on  construction  and  resurfacing  streets,  passed, 

60 
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Eagle  Hill  playground,  Ward   1:  order  for  removal  of  oil  shed  and 

steam  roller  house,  128-passed,  129 
edgestones,  orders  for:  Oldrd.,  passed,  372 
Greenwood    sq.,    Hyde    Park:    message    with    order   for   transfer   of 

custody   of     grass   plot   to   park   department,   referred   to   executive 

committee,  147-report  accepted,  order  passed,  149 
hearings: 

notice  of,  building  bulkhead,  Nashua  st.,  placed  on  file,  329 

order  for,  construction  of  incineration  plant,  passed,  193 
high  pressure  fire  service,  extension  of:  message  with  communication 

and  order  for  appropriation  of  $25,000  from  water  division,  referred 

to  executive  committee,  481-report  accepted,  order  passed,  484 
highway  construction: 

resolution    approving    legislation    authorizing    construction    of    new 
street,  Washington  Street  North  to  Atlantic  ave.,  passed,  29 

resolution    approving   legislation   approving  borrowing  for,  City   sq. 
to  Sullivan  sq.,  Charlestown,  passed,  49 
ice   for   drinking   fountains:  message   with   order  for   $7,500   to   be 

charged  to  reserve  fund,  referred  to  executive  committee,  245-report 

accepted,  order  passed,  253 
lighting  streets,  orders  for: 

Adams  st.,  Ward  2,  passed,  201 

Auburn  st.,  Ward  3,  passed,  78 

Bainbridge  and  Paulding  sts.,  passed,  338-message  with  communica- 
tion, placed  on  file,  345 

Bartlett  and  Sullivan  sts.,  Ward  2,  passed,  432-message  with  communi- 
cation, placed  on  file,  454 

Bennington  st.,  Ward  1,  passed.  52 

Billerica  and  Cotting  sts.,  Ward  3,  passed,  458 

Blue  Hill  ave.,  passed,  121 

Brighton  St.,  Ward  3,  passed,  78 

Burrell  and  Clifton  sts.,  Ward  8,  passed,  448 

Centre  St.,  passed,  122 

Centre  St.,  Ward  20,  passed,  483 

Chelsea  St.,  Ward  2,  passed,  201 

Clayton  st.,  Ward  15,  passed,  312 

Columbus  ave.,  Roxbury,  passed,  335 

Dorchester  ave..  Ward  17,  passed,  310 

Dudley  st.,  Dorchester,  passed,  335 

Dudley  St.,  Ward  8,  passed,  17 

Forest  Hills  st.,  Ward  11,  passed,  351,  369 

Franklin  ct.  and  Norfolk  ave.,  passed,  432 

G  and  East  Fifth  st8.,  South  Boston,  passed,  70 

Gartland  St.,  Ward  11,  passed,  309 

Highland  st.  and  Glover  pi.,  Ward  15,  passed,  413 

Huntington  ave.,  Ward  10,  passed,  373 

Hyde  Park  ave.,  passed,  37 

Hyde  Park  ave.,  Ward  19.  passed,  32 

Maple  and  Cheney  sts.,  Ward  12,  passed,  386 

ParKman  st..  Ward  3,  passed,  78 

Poplar  st..  Ward  3,  passed,  78 

Prison  Point  bridge,  Charlestown,  passed,  335 

St.  James  st..  Ward  12,  passed,  34 

Tremont  St.,  Koxbury,  passed,  335 

Warren  st..  Ward  8,  passed,  17 

Washington  st.,  passed,  37 

Washington  st.,  Ward  8,  passed,  17 

Washington  st.,  Ward  19,  passed,  32 

Washington  st.  and  East  Dedham  st.,  passed,  120 

Waverly  St.,  Ward  12,  passed,  312 

White  Street  pi.,  passed,  397 
paving  service,  orders  for: 

Abbotsford  st.,  Ward  12,  passed.  34 

AUaton  st,,  Ward  17,  passed,  438 

Ashmont  st.,  Ward  16,  passed,  37 

Atherton  st..  Ward  11,  passed.  Ill 

Barton  st.,  Ward  3,  passed,  201 

Beech  Glen  St.,  Ward  11,  passed,  368 

Bellevue  st,,  Ward  15,  passed,  63 

Bernard  st.,  Ward  14,  passed,  76 

Bloomfield  st.,  Ward  17,  passed,  369 

Bowen  St.,  Ward  19,  passed,  352 

Bowdoin  st.,  Ward  1,  passed,  91 

Brookledge  st.,  Ward  12,  passed,  22 

Burgess  St.,  Ward  8,  passed,  304 

Byuner  st.,  Ward  10,  passed,  37 

Cambridge  St.,  WTard  3,  passed,  411 

Catherine  st.,  Ward  19,  passed,  352 

Chardon  st..  Ward  3,  passed,  230 

Charles  St.,  Ward  3,  passed.  411 

Charlotte  st.,  Ward  14,  passed,  83 

Chestnut  Hill  ave.,  Ward  21,  passed,  32 

Chestnut  Hill  ave.,  Ward  22,  passed,  16 

City  sq.,  Ward  2,  passed,  129 

Clarkson  st.,  Ward  15,  passed,  76 

Clifford  st..  Ward  12,  passed,  61 

Dacia  st.,  Ward  13,  passed,  141 

Danforth  st,.  Ward  19,  passed,  216 

Dix  st.,  Ward  16,  passed,  287 

Draper  st.,  Ward  15.  passed,  63 

Dresden  st..  Ward  19,  passed,  216 

Elm  Hill  pk.,  Ward  12,  passed,  83 

Erie  st.,  Ward  14,  passed,  37 
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paving  service,  orders  for: 

Kenwood  rd.,  Ward  10,  passed,  201 
Field  St.,  Ward  4,  passed,  131 
Gannett  St.,  Ward  12,  passed,  304 
Greenwood  St.,  Ward  14,  passed.  37 
Hamilton  st.,  Ward  15,  passed,  63 
Hancock  st.,  passed,  61 
Hartford  8t.,  Ward  13,  passed,  115 
Hecla  st.,  Ward  15,  passed,  76 
Homes  ave.,  Ward  15,  passed,  63 
Hudson  st.,  Ward  3,  passed,  230 
Hulbert  st.,  Ward  9,  passed,  413 
Hyde  Park  ave.,  Ward  18,  passed,  122 
Julian  st.,  Ward  13,  passed,  141 
Kenwood  st.,  Ward  17,  passed,  438 
Kerwin  st.,  Ward  14,  passed,  83 
King  St.,  Ward  16,  passed,  37,  287 
Lochstead  ave.,  Ward  19,  passed,  372 
Lyndhurst  st.,  Ward  17,  passed,  438 
Lyon  St.,  Ward  15,  passed,  76 
Madison  ct.,  Ward  4,  passed,  131 
Magnolia  st.,  Ward  13,  passed,  141 
Maple  st.,  Ward  12,  passed,  83 
Market  st.,  Ward  22,  passed,  16 
Minot  st.,  Ward  16,  passed,  37 
Moultrie  st.,  Ward  17,  passed,  438 
Mt.  Everett  st.,  Ward  15,  passed,  431 
Munroe  St.,  Ward  12,  passed,  285 
Nazing  st.,  Ward  12,  passed,  2,2 
Neponset  ave.,  Ward  16,  passed,  401 
Neponset  ave.,  Ward  19,  passed,  352 
Neweomb  st..  Ward  8,  passed,  304 
Oakdale  st.,  Ward  19,  passed,  387 
Old  Colony  ave.,  Ward  7,  passed,  115 
Olney  st.,  Ward  15,  passed,  76 
Park  View  st.,  Ward  12,  passed,  285 
Parkman  st.,  Ward  16,  passed,  37 
Paul  Gore  st.,  Ward  19,  passed,  372 
Ray  st.,  Ward  9,  passed,  413 
Regent  st.,  Ward  12,  passed,  162 
River  st.,  Ward  18.  passed,  172 
Roach  st.,  Ward  15,  passed,  457 
Rockview  St.,  Ward  19,  passed,  387 
Rosseter  st.,  Ward  14,  passed,  37 
Ruthven  st.,  Ward  12,  passed,  34 
St.  Alphonsus  st.,  Ward  10,  passed,  201 
Samoset  St.,  Ward  16,  passed,  287 
Sargent  St.,  Ward  13,  passed,  115 
Schuyler  st.,  Ward  12,  passed,  22 
Seaborn  St.,  Ward  17,  passed,  438 
Sharon  st.,  Ward  8,  passed,  304 
Spring  Park  ave.,  Ward  19,  passed,  372 
Tavern  rd.,  Ward  4,  passed,  131 
Topliff  st.,  Ward  15,  passed,  76 
Train  st.,  Ward  16,  passed,  37 
Tyler  st.,  Ward  3,  passed,  208 
Varney  st.,  Ward  19,  passed,  96 
Vesta  rd.,  Ward  14,  passed,  83 
Victory  rd.,  Ward  16,  passed,  83 
Wabeno  st.,  Ward  12,  passed,  285 
Wabon  st.,  Ward  12,  passed,  61 
Walden  st.,  Ward  10,  passed,  84 
Wales  St.,  Ward  14,  passed,  76 
Washington  st.,  Ward  14,  passed,  277 
Waumbeck  St.,  Ward  12,  passed,  34,  285 
Wayland  st..  Ward  13,  passed,  115 
Wayne  St.,  Ward  12,  passed,  285 
Welles  ave.,  Ward  16,  passed,  37 
Wellington  Hill  st.,  Ward  14,  passed,  76 
Western  ave.,  Ward  22,  passed,  16 
Winter  st.,  Ward  15,  passed,  63 
Winthrop  st.,  Ward  12,  passed,  83 
Woodcbff  st.,  Ward  13,  passed,  141 
Woodrow  ave.,  Ward  14.  passed,  83 
Worthington  st.,  Ward  10,  passed,  37 
Wyoming  st.,  Ward  12,  passed,  61 

reconstruction  of  streets,  orders  for: 

message  with  order  for  loan  of  8500,000,  referred  to  executive  com- 
mittee, 177-given  second  reading  and  passed,  201,  202-given  tinal 
reading  and  passed,  217 

message  with  order  for  loan  of  $500,000,  outside  debt  limit,  referred  to 
exeoutive  committee,  177-given  second  reading  and  passed,  201,  202- 
given  final  reading  and  passed,  217 

message  with  resolution  favoring  authorizing  city  to  borrow,  outside 
debt  limit,  referred  to  executive  committee,  11-report  accepted, 
resolution  passed,  25 

removal  of  buildings: 

order  for.  from  Eagle  Hill  playground,  passed,  52 

order  for,   Rutherford  ave.,  and  replacing  with   building  of  modern 
construction,  passed,  431 
removal  of  curve:   order  for.  River  st.,  Readville,  passed,  173 
resurfacing  streets,  orders  for: 

Akron  st.,  Ward  12,  passed,  338,  369 

Alpine  st.,  Ward  12,  passed,  338,  386 
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resurfacing  streets,  orders  for: 
Copeland  st.,  Ward  12,  passed,  369 
Creighton  st.,  Ward  10,  passed,  76 
Dell  ave.,  Ward  18,  passed,  17 
Dunreath  st.,  Ward  12,  passed,  369 
Edgewood  st.,  Ward  12,  passed,  375 
Fenno  St.,  Ward  12,  passed,  369 
Hartwell  st.,  Ward  12,  passed,  369 
Hyde  Park  ave.,  Ward  18,  passed,  17 
Hyde  Park  ave.,  Ward  19,  passed,  32 
Lexington  ave.,  Ward  18,  passed,  17 
Merlin  st.,  Dorchester,  passed,  14 
Rockville  pk.,  Ward  12,  passed,  338 
St.  James  st.,  Ward  12,  passed,  17 
School  st.,  Dorchester,  passed,  14 
Sherman  st.,  Ward  12,  passed,  386 
Wakullah  st.,  Ward  12,  passed,  386 
Washington  st.,  Dorchester,  passed,  14 
Webster  st.,  Ward  1:    order  to  confer  with  Boston  Elevated  Railway 

Company  regarding,  passed,  186 
Whiting  st.,  Ward  12,  passed,  338 
Woodward  st.,  Ward  7,  passed.  277 

retaining  wall:   order  to  provide  on  North  Mead  st.,  Ward  2,  passed, 

304-message  with  communication,  315-placed  on  file,  316 
safeguarding  pedestrians:    order  notifying  contractors  to  safeguard 

excavations,  passed,  323 
safety  islands,  orders  for: 

junction  of  Washington  Street  North  and  Beverly  st.,  passed,  126- 

message  with  communication,  179-placed  on  file,  180 
junction  of  Washington  Street  North  and  Causeway  st.,  passed,  126- 

message  with  communication,  179-placed  on  file,  180 
junction  of  Washington  Street  North  and  Thacher  st.,    passed,  126- 

message  with  communication,  179-placed  on  file,  180 
junction  of    Washington  Street  North  and  Travers  st.,  passed,  126- 

message  with  communication,  179-placed  on  file,  180 
Nashua  St.,  junction  Causeway  St.,  passed,  421 
Nashua  St.,  junction  Cotting  st.,  passed,  421 
Nashua  st.,  opposite  Cotting  st.,  passed,  438 
Nashua  st.,  opposite  Minot  St.,  passed,  438 
Nashua  st.,  Ward  3;  passed,  431 
sale  of  old  material:   message  with  order  for  sale  of  bricks  for  $2,500, 
referred  to  executive  committee,  164-report  accepted,  order  passed,  173 
sewer  and  sanitary  division: 

acting  division  engineeb,  sewer  division:  notice  of  appointment  of 

George  W.  Dakin,  placed  on  file,  416 
Cambridge  ST.,  ward  3:   order  for  construction  of  catch-basin,  passed, 

216 
collection  of  ashes  and  garbage: 

order  regarding  cancelling  contract  with  William  Nickerson,  passed, 

203 
order  to  furnish  city  council  copy  of  Coleman  Disposal  Company's 
contract,  passed,  416-message  with  communication,  426-placed 
on  file,  427 
message  with  communications  and  order  approving  contract  with 
Brooklyn    Ash    Removal    Company,   433-referred    to    executive 
committee,  434-report  with  order  for  hearing  to  be  charged  to 
reserve    fund,    report    accepted,    order     passed,    444-report    on 
hearing,  463,  464,  472 
order   requesting   finance   commission   to   forward   to   city   council 

copies  of  reports,  passed,  448,  462 
message   with   communication   regarding  proposed   amendment   to 
disposal   contract,    465-referred    to   executive   committee,    466- 
report  accepted,  communication  placed  on  file,  472-order  passed, 
479 
glendale  st.,  ward  15:  order  to  build  sewer,  passed,  413 
Greenwich  pk.,  ward  4:  order  for  construction  of  catch-basin,  passed, 

208 
incinerating  plants:  see  Incinerating  Plants 
replacing    yards:    order    regarding    replacing    sanitary    and    street 

cleaning  yards,  West  and  North  Ends,  passed,  386 
sewer  outlet:   order  to  install  larger  outlet,  Hamilton  and  Clarkson 

sts.,  Ward  15,  passed,  281 
sewerage    works: 

message  with  order  for  loan  of  $1,000,000,  20-referred  to  committee 
on  finance,  22-given  first  reading  and  passed,  47,  48-given  second 
reading  and  passed,  74,  75 
order  for  taking  of  land.  Johnson  pi.,  Dorchester,  passed,  193 
message   with    communication    and    order   for   loan    of    $150,000, 
given   first  reading  and  passed,  329-given  second   reading  and 
passed,  352 
message  with  communication  and  order  forloan  of  $100,000,  referred 
to  executive  committee,  414-report  accepted,  given  first  reading 
and  passed,  416-given  final  reading  and  passed,  435,  436 
sidewalk  schedules: 

Adams  st.,  Ward  15,  passed,  95 
Adams  st.,  Ward  16,  passed,  95 
Anawan  ave.,  Ward  20,  passed,  229 
Ashmont  St.,  passed,  299 
Belgrade  ave..  Ward  20,  passed,  229 
Bowdoin  st.,  passed,  299 
Brookline  ave.,  Ward  4,  passed,  82 
Hrookline  ave.,  Ward  5,  passed,  82 
Cambridge  St.,  Ward  21,  passed,  82 
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sidewalk  schedules: 

Carson  st.,  passed,  299 
Central  ave.,  Ward  17,  passed,  95 
Chestnut  ave.,  Ward  19,  passed,  82 
East  Eighth  st.,  Ward  7,  passed,  229 
East  Third  st..  Ward  6,  passed,  229 
Eliot  st.,  Ward  19,  passed,  229 
Etna  st.,  Ward  22,  passed,  22 
Glenwood  Avenue  West,  Ward  18,  passed,  135 
Haskins  st.,  Ward  9,  passed,  448 
Homestead  st.,  Ward  12,  passed,  82 
Howard  ave.,  Ward  13,  passed,  95 
Linden  st.,  Ward  21,  passed,  229 
Maverick  st.,  passed,  299 
Metropolitan  ave.,  Ward  18,  passed,  448 
Monks  st.,  Ward  6,  passed,  229 
Morton  st.,  Ward  17,  passed,  95 
Mt.  Hope  st„  Ward  18,  passed,  229 
Newberg  st.,  passed-,  299 
Olney  st.,  Wards  14  and  15,  passed,  95 
Park  st.,  Ward  17,  passed,  229 
Pierce  ave.,  Ward  16,  passed,  95 
Pilgrim  rd.,  Ward  4,  passed,  95 
Prospect  ave.,  Ward  19,  passed,  229 
Ridgemont  st.,  Ward  21,  passed,  82 
Rill  st.,  Ward  15,  passed,  229 
River  st.,  Ward  18,  passed,  135 
St.  Joseph  st..  Ward  11,  passed,  135 
Sorrento  st.,  Ward  22,  passed,  448 
Warren  st.,  Ward  21,  passed,  135 
Washington  st.,  Ward  17,  passed,  299 
Waverly  st.,  Ward  22,  passed,  82 
Wyman  st.,  Ward  10,  passed,  82 
Wyman  st.,  Ward  19,  passed,  82 
sidewalks,  orders  for  construction: 
Adams  St.,  Wards  15  and  16,  passed,  169 
Alvah  Kittredge  pk.,  Ward  9,  312-passed,  313 
Anawan  ave.,  Ward  20,  passed,  301 
Ashford  st.,  Ward  21,  passed,  231 
Bay  State  rd.,  Ward  5,  passed,  309 
Beech  Glen  st.,  Ward  11,  passed,  369 
Beech  st.,  Ward  18,  passed,  310 
Bellevue  st.,  Ward  15,  passed,  230 
Boardman  st.,  East  Boston,  passed,  373 
Boutwell  st.,  Ward  16,  passed,  379 
Brooks  St.,  Ward  22,  passed,  168 
Calumet  st.,  Ward  10,  passed,  342 
Cambridge  st.,  Ward  21,  passed,  231 
Capen  st.,  Ward  17,  passed,  125,  217  (2),  252  (2) 
Carolina  ave.,  Ward  11,  passed,  309 
Charles  st.,  Ward  3.  passed.  411 
Chester  st.,  Ward  21,  passed,  309 
Chickatawbut  st.,  Ward  16,  passed,  312 
Church  st.,  Ward  20,  passed,  302 
Clarkson  st.,  No.  83,  Ward  15,  passed,  284 
Corey  st.,  Ward  20,  passed,  395 
Danforth  st.,  Ward  19,  passed.  216 
Dent  st.,  Ward  20,  passed,  395 
Dresden  st.,  Ward  19,  passed,  216 
East  Cottage  st..  Wards  7  and  8,  passed,  163 
East  Eighth  st.,  Ward  7,  passed.  168 
Eldora  st..  Ward  10,  passed,  218 
Erie  st.,  Ward  14,  passed,  342 
Everett  st.,  Ward  19,  passed,  302 
Folsom  st.,  Ward  13,  passed,  234,  424 
Forbes  st.,  Ward  10,  passed,  218 
Forbes  st.,  Ward  19,  passed,  230 
Foster  st.,  Ward  22,  passed,  168 
Gallivan  boulevard,  Ward  16,  passed,  202 
Gallivan  boulevard,  Ward  17,  passed,  438 
Garden  st.,  Ward  21,  passed,  231 
Glen  rd.,  Ward  11,  passed,  230 
Hancock  st.,  Wards  13  and  14,  passed,  352 
Hancock  st.,  Wards  13  and  15,  passed,  252 
Harvard  St.,  Ward  14,  passed,  111 
Highland  ave.,  Ward  9,  passed,  308 
Highland  st.  (north  side),  Ward  11,  passed,  277;     (west  and  north 

sides),  passed,  277 
Hillside  st.,  Ward  10,  passed,  115 
Hobart  St.,  Ward  22,  passed,  342 
Holmfield  ave.,  Ward  18,  passed,  262 
Holworthy  st.,  Ward  12,  passed,  277 
Hooker  st.,  Ward  22,  passed,  168,  342 
Hulbert  st.,  Ward  9,  passed,  413 
Hyde  Park  ave.,  Ward  18,  passed,  218 
Ipswich  st.,  Ward  5,  passed,  373 
Ivory  st.,  Ward  20,  passed,  395 
John  A.  Andrew  st.,  Ward  19,  passed.  190 
Kingsdale  st.,  Ward  14,  passed,  231,  395 
Leyden  st.,  Ward  1,  passed,  91,  230,  342 
Lochstead  ave.,  Ward  19,  passed,  122 
Magazine  St.,  Ward  8,  passed,  163 
Magnolia  st.,  Ward  13,  passed,  424 
Metropolitan  ave.,  Ward  18,  passed,  262 
Montrose  st.,  Ward  12,  passed,  169 
Mt.  Pleasant  ave.,  Ward  8,  passed,  277 


Public  Works  Department,  continued. 

sidewalks,  orders  for  construction: 

Nelson  st.,  Ward  17,  passed,  351 

Oakridge  St.,  Ward  17,  passed,  342 

Old  Morton  st..  Ward  17,  passed,  438 

Olney  st.,  Wards  14  and  15,  passed,  277 

Park  St.,  Ward  20,  passed,  352 

Plainfield  St.,  Ward  11,  passed,  84 

Pond  st.,  Ward  7,  passed,  229 

Pond  St.,  Ward  18,  passed,  122,  342 

Ray  st..  Ward  9,  passed,  413 

Richfield  St.,  Ward  15.  97-passed.  98,  122 

Rosemary  st..  Ward  11,  passed,  369 

St.  Alphonsus  St.,  Ward  10,  passed,  342 

School  st.,  Ward  11,  passed,  230 

School  St.,  Ward  17,  passed,  278 

Selden  St.,  Ward  17,  passed,  411 

Sheldon  st..  Ward  19,  passed,  302 

Sheridan  st. ,  Ward  19,  passed,  122 

Sorrento  St.,  Ward  22,  309-passed,  310 

South  Huntington  ave.,  Ward  10,  passed,  218 

Spring  Garden  Bt.,  Ward  13.  passed,  168 

Stanley  st.,  Ward  15,  passed.  413 

Summer  St.,  South  Boston,  passed,  342 

Sydney  st.,  Ward  13,  passed.  352 

Talbot  ave..  Ward  17,  passed,  230 

Temple  St.,  Ward  20,  passed,  395 

Tolman  st.,  Ward  16,  276-passed,  277 

Tonawanda  st.,  Ward  17,  passed,  369 

Torrey  St.,  Ward  17,  passed,  321 

Yarney  st..  Ward  19,  passed,  96,  169 

Walk  Hill  st.,  Ward  19,  passed,  230 

Washington  st..  Ward  22,  passed,  231 

Washington  and  Bigelow  sts.,  Ward  22,  passed,  231 

Washington  st.,  Ward  19,  passed,  122 

Wayland  st.,  Ward  13,  passed,  372 

West  Milton  st.,  Ward  18,  passed,  395 

West  Seventh  st.,  Wards  6  and  7,  passed,  309 

Western  ave.,  Ward  22,  passed,  342 

Whiting  St.,  Ward  12,  passed,  277 

Winter  st.,  Ward  15,  passed,  352 

Winthrop  st.,  Ward  8,  passed,  368 

Woodman  st.,  Ward  11,  passed,  323 

snow    removal:  order    for    information    regarding    manner    in    which 
S130.000  was  expended,  passed,  96 

straightening  curve:   order  for,  River  st.,  at  Mill  Pond,  Ward  18,  and 
for  suitable  fence  around  Mill  Pond,  passed,  387 

street  car  rails,  removal  of: 

order  for.  Victory  rd.,  Ward  16.  passed,  83 
order  for,  Bowdoin  st.,  Ward  15,  passed,  91 

street  car  reservation: 

ELIMINATION    or: 

East  Bennington  st..  East  Boston,  passed,  480 
Huntington  ave.,  passed,  470 
removal: 

Blue  Hill  ave.,  passed,  472 

streets,  widening: 

Beverly  BT.:   resolution  approving  legislation  authorizing,  passed.  29 
Causeway  st.:  order  for  loan  of  $250,000,  referred  to  committee  no 
finance,  90 

temporary  employment: 

order  to  continue  men  now  employed  for  rest  of  week,  49-passed,  50 
order  to  employ  all  citizens  who  apply,  on  snow  removal  during  year, 
passed,  53 

topic  in  Ma3ror's  address,  4 

transfer:    order  for,  grass  plot,  junction  Henshaw  and  Cambridge  sts., 
to  park  department,  411-passed,  412 

vehicular    crossing:     order    to    restore,    Quint    and    Brighton    aves., 
Ward  21,  passed,  281 

waste-paper  receptacles:   order  to  replace,  South  End,  passed,  369 

water  division: 

high  pressure  fire  service:  message  with  communication  and 
order  for  appropriation  of  §25,000  for  extension,  referred  to  execu- 
tive committee,  481-report  accepted,  order  passed.  484 

shut-offs:  order  regarding  discontinuance  without  notice,  passed, 
337 


Public  Works  Department,  Bridge  and  Ferry  Division. 

topic  in  Mayor's  address,  4 

Public  Works  Department,  Highway  Division. 

topic  in  Mayor's  address,  4 
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Public  Works  Department,  Program  for  1931. 

topic  in  Mayor's  address,  4 

Public  Works  Department,  Sewer  Division. 

topic  in  Mayor's  address,  4 

Public  Works  Department,  Water  Division. 

topic  in  Mayor's  address,  4 

Purchase  of  Land.     (See  School  Committee.) 
Purchase  of  Meat.     (See  Supply  Department.) 
Purrington,  Parents  of  Raymond  A.,  Jr. 

resolution     favoring    legislation     providing    for    payment    of     sum    of 
money,  passed,  13 

Putnam  Avenue,  Rear  of  80  West  Cedar  Street.     (See 
Public  Lands.) 


Quincy  Street  and  Columbia  Road,  Ward  15. 

order  to  install  automatic  traffic  signal  at  corner,  passed,  70 

Quinn  Way  and  Centre  Street,  West  Roxbury. 

order  for  sale  of  land  for  $300,  referred  to  committee  on  public  lands,  392 

Quint  and  Brighton  Avenues,  Ward  21. 

order  to  restore  vehicular  crossing,  passed,  281 


Radio. 

short-wave:  see  Police  Department 
see  Hospital  Department 

Radiotone     Pictures.      (See     Public    Buildings    Depart- 
ment.) 

Randidge    Fund    Excursions.     (See    Park    Department, 
Recreation  Purposes.) 

Rapid  Transit. 

order  to  introduce  legislation  authorizing  expenditure  of  $25,000,000 
for  construction  of  tunnel,  Sullivan  sq.  to  Forest  Hills  station,  passed, 
60 

see  Boston  Elevated  Railway  Company 

Ray  Street,  Ward  9. 

order  to  repave,  passed,  413 

order  for  sidewalk,  Kegent  st.  to  north  of  Hulbert  st.,  passed,  413 

Reassessment.     (.See  Assessing  Department.) 
Redwood  Street. 

order  to  accept  and  lay  out,  312,  336 
Refunds.     (See  Street  Laying-Out  Department.) 
Regent  Street,  Ward  12. 

order  to  repave,  passed,  163 


Registry    of    Deeds.     (See    County    of    Suffolk,    County 
Accounts.) 

Reinstatements. 

see  Fire  Department 

see  Police  Department 

see  School  Buildings  Department 

Relief  Program.     (.See  Public  Welfare  Department.) 

Relief  Provisions.     (»See  Public  Welfare  Department.) 

Relocation    of    Harbor    Lines.     (See    Park    Department, 
Carson  Beach.) 

Removal  of  Buildings.     (See  Public  Works  Department.) 

Removal  of  Curve.     (See  Public  Works  Department.) 

Removal  of  Debris.     (See  Health  Department.) 

Removal  of  Elevated  Structure.     (See  Boston  Elevated 
Railway  Company.) 

Removal  of  Rails. 

see  Boston  Elevated  .Railway  Company 

see  Eastern  Massachusetts  Street  Railway  Company 

Reopening  of  Schools.     (See  School  Committee.) 
Reorganization.     (See  Traffic  Commission.) 
Reserve  Fund. 

charges  against: 

board    of    zoning    ADJUSTMENT:  order    for    $5,000,    43-referred    to 

executive  committee,  44-report  accepted,  order  passed,  55 
commercial,  INDUSTRIAL  and  publicity  bureau:    order  for  $7,500- 

referred  to  executive  committee,  264-report  accepted,  order  passed, 

286 

order   for   $15,000   referred    to   executive   committee,    481-report 
accepted,  order  passed,  484 

Hawkins,  William  O.:  order  for  $744,  report  accepted,  order  passed, 
137;  order  for  $479,  report  accepted,  order  passed,  137 

hearing:  on  contract  with  Brooklyn  Ash  Removal  Company,  report 
accepted,  order  passed,  444 

ice  for  drinking  fountains:  order  for  $7,500,  referred  to  executive 
committee,  245-report  accepted,  order  passed,  253 

list  of  streets:  order  to  print,  passed,  448 

MUNICIPAL    EMPLOYMENT    BUREAU: 

order  for  $35,000,  referred  to  executive  committee,  93-report  with 

order  for  $5,000,  assigned  to  next  meeting,  102-passed,  115 
order  for  $30,000,  referred  to  executive  committee,  198-report  with 

order  for  $10,000,  referred   to   executive   committee,   17-report, 

with  order  for  $10,000,  accepted,  order  passed,  191 
order  for  $5,000,  report  accepted,  order  in  new  order,  passed,  350, 

353 
order   for   $10,000,    referred    to    executive   committee,   447-report 

with    order   for   $5,000,     accepted,    order   as   amended    ($3,000) 

passed,  449,  450 
message  with   order  for  $7,000,   referred   to  executive  committee, 

481-report  with  order  for  $3,000  accepted,  484-order  as  amended, 

passed,  486 
park  department:  order  for  $5,000,  226-referred  to  executive  com- 
mittee, 227-report  accepted,  order  passed,  244 
perambulation  of  boundaries:  order  for,  referred  to  executive  com- 
mittee, 187-report  accepted,  order  passed,  191 
port  differentials: 
order  for  $25,000  for  elimination  of,  7-passed,  9 
order  for  $25,000,  177-referred  to  executive  committee,  177-report 

accepted,    reference    ordered,    191-report    accepted,    234-order 

passed,  235 
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Reserve  Fund,  continued. 

charges  against: 

radiotone  pictures:  order  for  $14,000,  referred  to  executive  com- 
mittee, 94-referred  to  committee  on  appropriations,  102-report 
accepted,  order  passed,  131 

refunds,  Morton  st.  widening:  order  for  $2,263.30,  292-referred 
to  executive  committee,  293-report  accepted,  order  passed,  312 

"tercentenary  of  the  founding  of  Boston":    order  for,  referred 
to  executive  committee,  164-report  accepted,  order  passed,  173 
transfers  from : 

county  of  Suffolk,  county  accounts:  order  for  $2,000  for  cus- 
todian, referred  to  executive  committee,  344-report  accepted,  order 
passed,  353 

public  celebrations:  order  for  $25,000,  referred  to  executive  com- 
mittee, 329-report  accepted,  order  passed,  342 

superior  court,  civil  session,  general  expenses:  order  for 
$5,500  referred  to  executive  committee,  363-report  accepted, 
order  passed,  374 


Resignations. 

Abbott,  Gordon:  as  library  trustee,  186 

Bolton,  Charles  K.:  as  member,  commission  on  marking  historical 

sites,  185 
Donoghue,  Dr.  Francis  D.:  as  school  buildings  commissioner,  placed 

on  file,  12 
Schwartz,  Leo  M.:  as  member,  board  of  zoning  adjustment,  186 


Responsibility  of  Mayor. 

topic  in  Mayor's  address,  5 

Restrictions.     (See  Board  of  Zoning  Adjustment.) 
Resurfacing  Streets.     (See  Public  Works  Department.) 


Retaining  Wall. 

see  Park  Department1 

see  Public  Works  Department 

Retirements. 

Gormley,  John:  petition  to  be  retired,  448-report  on  petition  with 
order  for  retirement,  report  accepted,  order  passed,  449 

Hodgdon,  Susan:  petition  to  be  retired,  229-report  with  order  for 
retirement,  243-report  accepted,  order  passed,  244 

Reynolds,  Thomas  K. 

appointed  member,  board  of  examiners,  placed  on  file,  22 

Richfield  Street,  Ward  IS. 

order  for  sidewalk  along  Nos.  39  and  41,  passed,  98 
order  for  sidewalk  along  No.  1,  passed,  122 

Ridgemont  Street,  Ward  21. 

sidewalk  schedule,  passed,  82 

Rifle  Range,   Wakefield.     (See  Public  Buildings  Depart- 
ment.) 

Riley,  Mrs.  Michael. 

petition  for  annuity  on  account  of  death  of  husband,  47-report  on 
petition  with  order  for  $1,000,  report  accepted,  order  passed,  149 

Rill  Street,  Ward  IS. 

sidewalk  schedule,  passed,  229 

Ring,  Charles  W. 

report  on  order  for  claim  with  order  for  $300-report  accepted,  order 
passed,  436 


Riordan,  Francis  J. 

resolution  favoring  reinstatement  in  police  department,  passed,  13 

River  Street,  Readville. 

order  to  remove  curve,  passed,  173 

River  Street,  Ward  17. 

order  for  removal  of  car  rails,  passed,  336 


River  Street,  Ward  18. 

sidewalk  schedule,  passed,  135 
order  to  repave,  passed,  172 


Roach  Street,  Ward  IS. 

order  to  repave,  passed,  457 

Rockview  Street,  Ward  19. 

order  to  repave,  passed,  387 

Rockville  Park,  Ward  12. 

order  to  resurface,  passed,  338 
Rockwell  Street,  Dorchester. 

order  for  removal  of  tree.  No.  58,  passed,  387-message  with  communica- 
tion, placed  on  file,  389 

Roping  Off  Streets.     (See  City  Messenger  Department.) 
Rosemary  Street,  Ward  11. 

order  for  sidewalk,  South  st.  to  land  of  Old  Colony  Railroad  Company, 
passed,  369 

Rosseter  Street,  Ward  14. 

order  to  repave,  passed,  37 
Rowen,  Henry  S. 

elected  secretary,  board  of  trustees,  Boston  city  hospital,  placed  on  file, 
208 

Royal  Arcanum,  Members  of. 

motion  to  invite  to  Council  Chamber,  motion  carried,  136 

Ruby,  Israel,  Councilor. 

orders  and  resolves: 

acceptance,  Act  establishing  compensation  of  justices,  138 

acceptance,  Ashton  st.,  121 

acceptance,  chap.  210,  Acts  1931,  172 

acceptance,  Ward  14  streets,  24 

appropriation,  social  law  library,  472 

bleachers,  Franklin  Field,  17 

bubble  drinking  fountain,  379 

Ceylon  st.  playground,  149 

citizens  of  Boston  for  city  work,  364 

convenience  station,  Franklin  pk.,  387 

discontinuance  of  portable  schoolhouses,  32 

edgestones,  Old  rd.,  372 

evening  use  of  locker  building,  24 

extra  compensation,  police  officers,  402 

fence,  Franklin  Field,  175,  201 

flood  fights,  Franklin  Field  tennis  courts,  122 

flooding  Franklin  Field  for  skating,  457 

holidays,  Hebrew  employees,  336 

improvements,  Ward  14,  37,  63,  76,  83,  231,  277,  312,  379,  422  {2) 

interests  of  automobile  owners,  351 

lights,  Blue  Hill  ave.,  121 

mothers'  rest,  Ward  14,  17 

mothers'  rest,  Wellington  Hill  section.  53 

mothers'  rest,  Wellington  Hill,  Ward  14,  438 

municipal  building,  Franklin  Field.  230 

municipal  building,  Ward  14,  24,  58 

payment  of  employees  before  Christmas,  448 

purchase  of  land,  school  building,  320 
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Ruby,  Israel,  Councilor,  continued. 

orders  and  resolves: 

report  on  radio  shortwave  equipment,  402 

request  of  police  commission,  319 

safeguarding  pedestrians,  323 

short-wave  broadcasting  system,  police  department,  330,  372 

sidewalks,  Ward  14,  111,  277,  342,  395 

traffic  signals,  Blue  Hill  ave.,  53 

traffic  system,  Blue  Hill  ave.,  17 

point  of  order:  90,  241,  364,  443 

question  of  information:  421 

remarks: 

acceptance  of  courthouse  Act,  486 

additional  police  officers,  77 

advance  of  pay  day,  police  department,  397 

advertising  for  competitive  bids,  174 

applicants  carrying  small  insurance  policies,  209,  212,  213,  215 

bids  on  construction,  East  Boston  tunnel,  99 

citizens  for  jury  duty,  200 

citizens  of  Boston  for  city  work,  364,  365 

discontinuance  of  portable  schoolhouses,  32 

enforcement  of  traffic  rules,  174,  175 

extra  compensation,  police  department,  403 

finance  reports  on  loans,  48 

flood  lights,  Franklin  Field  tennis  courts,  122 

hearing,  site  for  Girls'  High  school,  402 

hearings,  Balary  schedules,  County  of  Suffolk  employees,  13 

inspection,  golf  course,  77,  78 

interests  of  automobile  owners,  351 

land  taking  by  eminent  domain,  341 

loan,  Girls'  High  school,  Dorchester,  417,  420,  459,  462 

loan,  high  school  construction,  444 

loan  orders  passed,  61 

loan,  public  golf  course,  89,  90 

next  meeting,  359,  487,  488 

police  uniforms,  281 

protection  of  property,  L  Street  bath,  395 

purchase  of  land,  school  building,  320 

race  discrimination,  305,  306 

request  of  police  commission,  319 

restraining  dogs,  286 

short-wave  radio,  330,  372 

Suffolk  County  courthouse,  490 

Sunday  baseball  hours,  286 

transfer,  police  appropriation,  401 

unclaimed  baggage,  262 

unanimous  consent:  136 


Rugg,  Frederic  W. 

appointed  member,  board  of  trustees,  statistics  department,  placed  on 
file,  167 


Ruskin  Road,  Ward  18. 

order  to  accept  and  lay  out,  passed,  370 

Rutherford  Avenue  and  Chapman  Street,  Ward  2. 

order  as  to  advisability  of  taking  land  for  widening,  passed,  309 

Ruthven  Street,  Ward  12. 

order  to  repave,  passed,  34 

Ryan,  Stephen  M. 

resolution    favoring    legislation     authorizing    reinstatement    in    police 
department,  passed,  49 


Safeguarding   Pedestrians.     (See   Public  Works   Depart- 
ment.) 

Safety  Islands.     (See  Public  Works  Department.) 

St.  Alphonsus  Street,  Ward  10. 

order  to  repave,  passed,  201 

order  for  sidewalk,  Ward  st.  to  Calumet  st.,  passed,  342 


St.  James  Street,  Ward  12. 

order  to  resurface,  passed,  17 

order  to  install  electric  arc  lamps,  passed,  34 


St.  Joseph  Street,  Ward  II. 

sidewalk  schedule,  passed,  135 

Sale  of  Chairs.     (See  Public  Buildings  Department.) 
Sale  of  Launch.     (See  Institutions  Department.) 
Sale  of  Old  Material. 

see  Fire  Department 

nee  Public  Works  Department 

Samoset  Street,  Ward  16. 

order  to  repave,  passed,  287 

Sanitary  Inspector.     (See  Health  Department.) 
Sargent  Street,  Ward  13. 

order  to  repave,  passed,  115 

Sawyer  Terrace,  Ward  2 1 . 

order  to  accept  and  lay  out,  passed,  387 

Scally,  Gerald  F. 

appointed  collector  of  samples,  placed  on  file.  186 

School  Buildings  Department. 

members  of  board:  Dr.   Francis  D.   Donoghue,  resigned,   12;  James 

T.  Moriarty,  appointed,  22;    Richard  J.  Lane,  re-elected,  427 
deputy    superintendent    of    construction:  Edward    J.     Phaneuf, 

appointed,  125 
appropriations: 

message  with  order  for  $120,000  for  land  and  buildings   for   schools, 
referred  to  committee  on  finance,  164-report  accepted,  order  rejected, 
235 
order  for  $120,000  for  land  and  buildings  for  schools,  235-given  first 
reading  and  passed,  236 
awards  of  work:  order  for,  to  Boston  citizens,  passed,  319 
loans: 

message  with  order  for  loan  of  $1,200,000,  outside  debt  limit,  for 
land  and  school  buildings,  referred  to  committee  on  finance,  164- 
report  accepted,  order  rejected,  235 
order  for  loan  of  $1,200,000,  outside  debt  limit,  for  land  and  school 
buildings,  235-given  first  reading  and  passed,  236-given  final 
reading  and  passed,  261 
financial  policy:     order  for  building  costs  to  be  met   by  bond  issue, 

not  pay-as-you-go  policy,  passed,  60 
high  school,  West  Roxbury:  resolution  favoring  legislation  author- 
izing city  to  borrow,  outside  debt  limit,  for  construction,  passed,  35 
reinstatements: 

Tansey,  James  J.:  resolution  favoring  legislation  authorizing, 
passed,  24 

School  Committee. 

Austin  school,  Paris  st.,  East  Boston: 

communication  requesting  lease  to  United  Spanish  War  Veterans, 
placed  on  file,  297 

order  for  lease  to  Major  P.  J.  Grady  Camp  No.  3,  United  Spanish  War 
Veterans,  passed,  301 
Blossom  Street  school:  communication  with  copy  of  order  for  leasing 

two  upper  floors,  to  Second  Division,  Post  2045,  Veterans  of  Foreign 

Wars,  placed  on  file,  411 
Boston  Public  Latin  school: 

order  for  loan  of  $850,000  for  addition,  referred  to  executive  commit- 
tee, 328-report  accepted,  order  passed,  342-given  second  reading 
and  passed,  352 

order  regarding  plans  for  300th  anniversary,  337-passed,  338-message 
regarding,  placed  on  file,  361-message  with  communication,  placed 
on  file,  407 


SCHOOL 


(56) 


SHERIDAN 


School  Committee,  continued. 

Chestnut  Hill  ave.,  Ward  21:  order  to  transfer  land  and  building  of 
Mary  L.  Brock  school  to  library  department,  passed,  452 

elementary  school,  Ward  16:  order  to  erect,  passed,  401 

Florence  Street  school,  Roslindale:  communication  requesting 
authority  to  lease  to  John  T.  Fallon  Post,  No.  1050,  Veterans  of 
Foreign  Wars,  placed  on  hie,  394-order  passed,  395 

Girls'  High  school:  message  from  finance  commission  relative  to 
appropriation  for,  298-placed  on  file,  299 

Girls'  High  school,  Dorchester: 

message  with  order  for  loan  of  $920,000,  outside  debt  limit,  referred 
to  executive  committee,  392-report  accepted,  417-order  failed  of 
passage,  421 

message  with  order  for  loan  of  $920,000,  outsHe  debt  limit,  425- 
referred  to  executive  committee,  426-laid  on  table,  428-order 
given  first  reading  and  passed,  439,  444-given  second  reading  and 
passed,  462 

order  for  selection  of  new  site,  429-passed,  431 

order  fcr  hearing,  crder  as  amended  passed,  402 

hearing:  order  to  grant,  Girls'  High  school,  order  rejected,  462 

High  school,  Fields  Corner:  order  to  erect,  passed,  401 

High  school,  Jamaica  Plain:  order  to  improve  adjoining  vacant  land, 
passed,  401 

High  school,  Upham's  Corner:  order  as  to  advisability  of  establishing, 
passed,  396 

High  school,  Ward  20:  order  to  include  in  budget  sum  for  erection, 
passed,  484 

Junior  High  school: 

message  with   communication   relative  to  provision  for  auditorium, 

placed  on  file,  92 
order  for  erection,  passed,  175 

Junior  High  school,  Ward  2:  order  for  acquisition  of  land  and  build- 
ings for  playground  space,  passed,  372-message  with  communication, 
406-placed  on  file,  407 

kindergarten  and  primary  schools:  order  as  to  advisability  of  estab- 
lishing in  vicinity  of  Mary  E.  Curley  school,  passed,  372-message 
with  communication,  placed  on  file,  407 

land,  Dorchester:  notice  of  acceptance  of  Act  authorizing  transfer  to, 
park  department,  placed  on  file,  169,  196 

Lucy  Stone  school,  Ward  17:  order  requesting  plans  for  enlargement, 
passed,  438 

new  school  building:  order  protesting  against  erection,  passed,  321 

new  schools,  Dorchester,  Ward  17:  order  to  name  after  Charles 
Everett  Bauch  and  Hon.  William  S.  McNary,  169-passed,  170 

portable  schoolhouses:  order  with  communications  regarding  dis- 
continuance, 32-passed,  34 

playground,  Dorchester,  Ward  17:  order  to  take  early  action  with 
reference  to  adequate  playground  in  Dunbar  ave.  district,  23-passed, 
24;  order  to  file  with  legislature  bill  permitting  transfer  to  park  depart- 
ment, 35-passed,  36-message  with  communication,  placed  on  file,  44 

purchase  of  land:  order  for  information  regarding  land  purchased  for 
school  buildings,  passed,  320 

reopening  of  schools:  order  as  to  advisability,  October  1,  referred  to 
executive  committee,  335-report  accepted,  order  passed,  342 

report:  of  finance  commission  on  school  administration,  249-placed  on 
file,  252 

transfer:  order  to  transfer  land  and  building  of  Mary  L.  Brock  school 
for  branch  library,  passed,  452 

vacations:  order  for  rearrangement,  passed,  369-message  with  com- 
munication, placed  on  file,  406 

Warren-Bunker  Hill  school:  order  to  transfer  land  to  park  depart- 
ment for  mothers'  rest,  passed,  121-message  with  communication 
regarding,  165-placed  on  file,  166-message  with  communication, 
placed  on  file,  180 

Warren^Bunker  Hill  Primary  school:  order  as  to  cost  of  removal 
and  the  taking  of  land  in  vicinity  for  school  yard  purposes,  421- 
passed,  422-message  with  communication,  placed  on  file,  446 

Washington  Allston  school  annex,  Allston:  communication  request- 
ing authority  to  lease  to  Allston  Post,  No.  669,  Veterans  of  Foreign 
Wars,  placed  on  file,  394-order  for  lease,  passed,  395 

Winthrop  Street  school,  Roxbury: 

communication  requesting  order  authorizing  lease  to  James  F.  Ma- 
honey-Roxbury  Post    457,  placed  on  file,  58-report  accepted,  order 
passed,  83 
order  to  lease  to  James  F.  Mahoney-Roxbury    Post  457,  referred  to 
committee  on  public  lands,  59 

School  Department. 

accident:  order  for  report  in  connection  with  death  of  Teresa  Kennedy, 
passed,  224-message  with  communications,  placed  on  file,  227-message 
with  communications,  246-placed  on  file,  247 

School  for  Motorcycle  Officers.     (See  Police  Department.) 


School  Street,  Dorchester. 

order  to  include  in  resurfacing  program,  passed,  14 

School  Street,  Ward  11. 

order  for  sidewalk,  Washington  st.  to  Walnut  ave.,  passed,  230 


School  Street,  Ward  17. 

order  for  sidewalk  (edgestone  only),  No.  19  to  Washington  st.,  passed, 
278 


Schuyler  Street,  Ward  12. 

order  to  repave,  passed,  22 

Schwartz,  Leo  M. 

notice  of  resignation  as  member,  board  of  zoning  adjustment,  placed  on 
file,  186 

Scolponeti,  Parents  of  George  L. 

resolution  approving  legislation  authorizing  city  to  pay,  passed,  63 

Seaborn  Street,  Ward  17. 

order  to  repave,  passed,  438 


Seaver  Street,  Ward  12. 

order  to  install  traffic  signal    system,    Egleston    sq.   to    Columbia  rd., 
passed,  17-message  with  communication,  placed  on  file,  45 


Second  Division,  Post  2045,  Veterans  of  Foreign  Wars. 

communication   inclosing  order  for  leasing  two   upper  floors,   Blossom 
Street  school,  placed  <  n  file,  411 


Sedgwick,  Ellery. 

elected  vice  president,  library  trustees,  placed  on  file,  207 

Selden  Street,  Ward  17. 

order  for  sidewalk,  C'apen  st.  to  Milton  ave.,  passed,  411 

Senate  Bill  529. 

resolution  opposing  passage,  215-referred  to  committee  on  rules,  216 

Sewer  and  Sanitary  Division.     (See  Public  Works  Depart- 
ment.) 

Sewerage  Works.     (See  Public  Works  Department.) 

Sharon  Street,  Ward  8. 

order  to  repave,  passed,  304 

Shawmut  Avenue  Bridge.  (See  Public  Works  Department.) 
Sheldon  Street,  Ward  19. 

order  for  sidewalk,  Cummins  Highway  to  Prospect  St.,  passed,  302 

Shepherd,  Mrs.  Frank  H. 

resolution  favoring  legislation  authorizing  payment  of  annuity,  passed, 
61 

Sheridan  Street,  Ward  19. 

order  for  sidewalk,  along  Nos.  9,  11,  11A,  15,  17,  29,  37,  40,  passed,  122 


SHERMAN 


(57) 


STATION 


Sherman  Street,  Ward  12. 

order  to  resurface,  passed,  386 

Ships'    Graveyard,    East    Boston.     (See   Health    Depart- 
ment.) 

Shirley  Out.     (See  Penal  Institutions  Department.) 

Shut=offs.     (See  Public  Works  Department,  Water  Divi- 
sion.) 

Sidewalks.     (See  Public  Works  Department.) 

Signal  Box.     (See  Police  Department.) 

Signal  Lights.     (See  Traffic  Commission.) 

Sinking  Funds  Department. 

commissioners:  Guy  W.  Cox,  Frederic  J.  Crosby,  appointed,  186 

Sirens.     (See  Fire  Department.) 
Smith,  Hon.  Alfred  E. 

order  to  extend  invitation  to  be  orator,  July  4,  137-referred  to  executive 
committee,  138-report  accepted,  order  as  amended,  passed,  142 

Snow  Removal.     (See  Public  Works  Department.) 


(See   County    of    Suffolk,    County 


Social    Law    Library. 

Accounts.) 

Soldiers'  Relief. 

topic  in  Mayor's  address,  5 


Soldiers'  Relief  Department. 

affidavits:  message    with    communication     regarding     submission    of 

property  affidavits,  146-placed  on  file,  147 
appropriation:  message  with  order  for   $200,000,  referred  to  executive 

committee,  124-report  accepted,  order  passed,  129 
discontinuance  of  relief:  order  for  report  on  procedure  in  cases  where 

names  have  been  removed  from  list,  passed,  35-message  with  com- 
munication, 46-placed  on  file,  47 
immediate   relief: 

order  regarding  calling  doctor  without  authority,  passed,  34-message 
with  communication,  placed  on  file,  46 

order  regarding  weekly  payments  not  to  exceed  $5,000,  passed,  34 
information:  order  to  obtain  information  regarding  property  owned 

by  families  now  receiving  aid,  with  order  for  information  regarding, 

order  passed  August  4,   1930,   125-passed,   126-message  with   com- 
munication, placed  on  file,  145 
state  aid: 

month  of  January,  1931,  passed,  15,  32 

month  of  February,  passed,  63,  76 

month  of  March,  passed,  95,  121 

month  of  April,  passed,  149,  173 

month  of  May,  202-passed,  203,  218 

month  of  June,  passed,  234,  252 

month  of  July,  passed,  285,  299 

month  of  August,  passed,  318,  330 

months  of  September  and  October,  passed,  379 

month  of  October,  passed,  411 

month  of  November,  passed,  412,  421 

month  of  December,  passed,  448 
temporary   special    investigator:  order   to  discharge,   passed,   304- 

message  with  communication,  placed  on  file,  348 


Sorrento  Street,  Ward  22. 

order  for  sidewalk,  Cambridge  at., 
sidewalk  schedule,  passed,  448 


northwesterly,  passed,  309 


South  Street,  Ward  11. 

order  to  install  automatic  traffic  control  system  at  Arborway,  passed,  487 

South  Boston  Streets. 

order  to  clean  by  temporary  men,  passed,  136 


South  End  House  Association. 

message  with  communication,  preambles  and  order  for  lease  of  land, 
Plympton  st.  and  Harrison  ave.,  referred  to  committee  on  public  lands. 
179 

see  Publio  Lands 

South  Huntington  Avenue,  Ward  10. 

order  for  sidewalk,  Huntington  ave.  to  Floydell  st.,  passed,  218 

South    Huntington    Avenue,     Centre,    Boylston    and 
Moraine  Streets,  Ward  19. 

order  to  install  automatic  traffic  signal,  passed,  309-message  with  com- 
munications, 347-placed  on  file,  348 

South  Huntington  Avenue  and  Perkins  Street,  Ward  19. 

order  to  install  automatic  traffic  signals  at  corner,  passed,  202 

South  Munroe  Terrace,  Ward  16. 

order  to  accept  and  lay  out,  passed,  147 

Southern  Artery. 

order  to  install  automatic  signal  lights  at  Dorchester  ave.,  passed,  14- 

message  with  communication,  19-placed  on  file,  20 
order    to    install    automatic    signal   lights    at    dangerous    intersections, 

passed,  14-message  with  communication,  19-plaoed  on  file,  20 

Special  Fund,  Sales  of  City  Property. 

order  for  $11,000  for  East  Boston  courthouse  and  police  station  No.  7, 
referred  to  executive  committee,  103-report  accepted,  order  passed, 

Speeding.     (See  Police  Department.) 
Spring  Garden  Street,  Ward  13. 

order  for  sidewalk,  Crescent  ave.  to  Harbor  View  st.,  168-passed,  169 

Spring  Park  Avenue,  Ward  19. 

order  to  repave,  passed,  372 

Squares,  Naming  and  Renaming. 

Berman  (Joseph  A.)  sq. :  order  to  so  name  at  junction  Hyde  Park  ave. 

and  Canterbury  st.,  passed,  120-remark  concerning,  191 
King  (Christopher  F.)  sq.:  order  to  so  name,  217~passed,  218 

Stanley  Street,  Ward  15. 

order  for  sidewalk,  Bellevue  st.  to  Sunset  circle,  passed,  413 

State  Armories. 

order  for  use  as  dormitories  for  unemployed,  passed,  448 

State  Highway. 

see  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts,  public  works  department 

State  Prison,  Norfolk. 

order  to  expedite  erection  of  new  prison,  passed,  59 


South  Bay  Flats.     (See  Public  Lands.) 


Station,  Division  17.     (See  Police  Department.) 


STATION 
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STREET 


Station  No.  8. 

see  Police  Department 

see  Public  Buildings  Department 


Station,  Ward  20.     (See  Fire  Department.) 
Statistics  Department. 

trustees:  James  P.  Balfe,  appointed,  167-designated  chairman  of  board, 

167;  Frederic  W.  Rugg,  appointed,  167 
municipal  register:  order  to  prepare  and  have  printed,  29 

Statue  of  Edward  Everett.     (See  Art  Department.) 
Statutes,  Recodification  of. 

order  as  to  progress  made,  22-passed,  23 
Stenographer.     (See  Clerk  of  Committees  Department.) 
Sterling  Farms  Milk  Company. 

report  on  petition  with  order  for  $400,  report  accepted,  order  passed,  450 

Stop  Lights.     (See  Traffic  Commission.) 
Storage  of  Oil  Barrels.     (See  Fire  Department.) 
Straightening  Curve.     (See  Public  Works  Department.) 
Strandway,  East  Boston. 

request  for  information  regarding  status  of  loan,  272 

order  regarding  advisability  of  East  Boston  Strandway  project,  275- 
referred  to  committee  on  rules,  276-information  requested,  284-order 
for  report  from  finance  commission,  321-passed,  322 

order  as  to  legality  of  passage  of  bill,  284— passed,  285-resolution  con- 
cerning, referred  to  executive  committee,  285-report  accepted,  reso- 
lution adopted,  286-message  regarding,  290-placed  on  file,  291- 
message  with  communication,  placed  on  file,  294 

order  to  resubmit  so-called  $1,000,000  bill,  passed,  303 

Strandway,  South  Boston.     (See  Traffic  Commission.) 
Stratton  and  Westview  Streets,  Ward  14. 

order  to  accept,  lay  out  and  extend,  Blue  Hill  ave.  to  Talbot  ave., 
passed,  24 

Street  Betterment.     (See  Assessing  Department.) 

Street  Car  Rails,  Removal  of.     (See  Public  Works  De- 
partment.) 

Street  Car  Reservation.     (See  Public  Works  Department.) 

Street  Excavations. 

order  providing  that  work  be  done  by  respective  companies  under  bond 
and  restored  to  proper  condition,  passed,  14-message  with  communi 
cation,  18-placed  on  file,  19 

Street  Laying=Out  Department. 

topic  in  Mayor's  address,  4 

acceptance  and  laying  out,  orders  for: 

Allendale  ave.,  Ward  16,  passed,  287 
Arbroth  st.,  Ward  16,  passed,  444 
Ash  ton  st.,  Ward  14,  passed,  121 
Baker  pk.,  Ward  8,  passed,  49 
Barstow  st.,  Ward  21,  passed,  172 
Bellevue  st.,  Ward  15,  passed,  395 
Bertram  St.,  Ward  16,  passed,  387 
Boston  pi.,  Ward  7,  passed,  277 
Bowman  st.,  Ward  16,  passed,  379 


Street  Laying=Out  Department,  continued. 

acceptance  and  laying  out,  orders  for: 

Branch  st.,  Ward  17,  passed,  217 
Branton  st.,  Ward  16,  passed,  287 
Brinton  St.,  Ward  11,  passed,  369 
Brooks  st.,  Ward  16,  passed,  223 
Brunswick  st..  Ward  14,  passed,  83 
Clarendon  ave.,  Ward  18,  passed,  387 
Clarendon  pk.,  Ward  18,  passed,  129,  387 
Codman  Hill  st.,  Ward  11,  passed,  201 
Coffey  St.,  Ward  16,  passed,  379 
Cottage  pk.,  Ward  15,  passed,  230 
Cranston  st.,  Ward  19,  passed,  302 
Ellingwood  st.,  Ward  10,  passed,  375 
Elmdale  st.,  Ward  16,  passed,  172 
Fenton  st.,  Ward  15,  passed,  172 
Flavia  st.,  Ward  16,  passed,  137 
Freeland  st.,  Ward  18,  passed,  370 
Gene  st.,  Ward  7,  passed,  243 
Goldsmith  st.,  Ward  11,  passed,  95 
Grove  Park  st.,  Ward  14,  passed,  83 
Gustine  st.,  Ward  16,  passed,  352 
Hammond  ter.,  Ward  21,  passed,  387 
Highland  pi.,  Ward  9,  passed,  277 
Hildreth  st.,  Ward  14,  passed,  63 
Hoyt  st.,  Ward  15,  passed,  395 
Humphreys  pi.,  Ward  7,  passed,  400 
Hunter  st.,  Ward  14,  passed,  312,  422 
Huntoon  st.,  Ward  17,  passed,  336 
Laban  Pratt  rd.,  Ward  16,  passed,  444 
Lansdowne  st.,  Ward  8,  passed,  49 
Lee  st.,  Ward  11,  passed,  111,  172 
Lenoxdale  ave.,  Ward  16,  passed,  287 
Lucerne  st..  Ward  14,  passed,  231 
Magnolia  st.,  Ward  14,  passed,  63 
Milton  ave.,  Ward  18,  passed,  54,  370 
Normandy  st.,  Ward  14,  passed,  63,  231,  422 
Pasadena  rd.,  Ward  14,  passed,  83 
Pond  circle,  Ward  19,  passed,  310 
Redwood  St.,  passed,  312,  336 
Ruskin  rd..  Ward  18,  passed.  370 
Sawyer  ter.,  Ward  21.  passed,  387 
South  Munroe  ter.,  Ward  16,  passed,  147 
Stratton  st..  Ward  14,  passed,  24 
Sunnymead  ter,  Ward  21,  passed,  261 
Supple  st..  Ward  11,  passed,  368 
Waibridge  st..  Ward  21,  passed,  231 
Wellington  rd.,  Ward  21,  passed,  387 
Westbourne  rd.,  Ward  19,  passed.  438 
Westview  st.,  Ward  14,  passed,  24 
Winchester  rd.,  Ward  19,  passed,  122 

City  sq.,  Charlestown:  order  for  study  of  dangerous  conditions 
existing,  passed,  303 

extension,  order  for:   Dever  st.,  Ward  15,  passed,  457 
extension  of  time:  see  Boston  Elevated  Railway  Company 
footway:  order  to  provide  at  end,  Hoyt  st.,  Ward  15,  passed,  395 
gasolene  permits:   see  Gasolene,  Storage  and  Sale 

gasolene  tank:  order  to  reject  petition  for,  corner  Harrison  ave.  and 
Dudley  St.,  Roxbury,  referred  to  executive  committee,  308-report 
accepted,  order  passed,  312 

list  of  streets: 

order  to  publish  new  historical  list,  passed,  193 

order  to  prepare  and  have  printed,   to  be  charged  to  reserve  fund, 
passed,  448 

names  of  streets,  change  of:  notice  received,  placed  on  file,  82 

refunds:  message  with  communication  and  order  for  refund  of  assess- 
ments of  $2,263.30,  paid  by  owners  on  account  Morton  st.  improve- 
ments, to  be  charged  to  reserve  fund,  292-referred  to  executive  com- 
mittee, 293-report  accepted,  order  passed,  312 

street  widenings,  orders  for: 

Austin  st.,  Charlestown,  passed,  261 

taking  of  land:  order  as  to  advisability,  Rutherford  ave.  and  Chap- 
man St.,  Ward  2,  for  widening,  passed,  309 

track  location: 

Gillette  safety  razor  compant:  at  West  First  st.,  Ward  6,  placed 
on  file,  223 

traffic  circle,  Longfellow  bridge:  order  regarding  width  of  roadways 
around  traffic  circle,  passed,  49 

underpass,  Edward  Everett  sq.:   order  for  estimate,  passed,  252 

underpass,  Forest  Hills:  order  for  loan  of  $350,000  for  construction 
of  vehicular  underpass  at  Washington  st.,  beneath  Arborway,  referred 
to  committee  on  finance,  32-report  with  order  accepted,  assigned 
to  next  meeting,  168-order  passed,  374 


Street  Widenings. 

see  Assessing  Department 

tee  Publio  Works  Department 

see  Street  Laying-Out  Department 


STREETS 


(59) 


TOLMAN 


Streets,  List  of.     (See  Street  Laying-Out  Department.) 

Streets,  Reconstruction  of.       (See  Public  Works  Depart- 
ment.) 

Streets,  South  Boston.     (See  Public  Works  Department.) 
Strike  of  Longshoremen. 

order  requesting  the  Mayor  to  be  present  at  hearings,  passed,  387- 
message  regarding,  placed  on  file,  388 

Stuart,  James  P. 

resolution  favoring  legislation  authorizing  reinstatement  in  police 
department,  passed,  24 

Suffolk   County   Courthouse.     (See  County   of   Suffolk, 
County  Accounts.) 

Sullivan,  Mrs.  Patrick  A. 

order  for  annuity  of  $600,  referred  to  executive  committee,  83 

Sullivan  Square  Section,  Charlestown. 

order  for  loan  of  $75,000  for  construction  and  equipment  of  buildings, 
referred  to  committee  on  finance,  193 

Sullivan,  Thomas  F. 

appointed  member,  transit   commission,  125;    designated  chairman,  125 

Summer  Street,  South  Boston. 

order  for  sidewalk,  D  st.  to  Reserved  channel,  passed,  342 

Summer  Street  and  Dorchester  Avenue. 

order  for  Boston  Elevated  Railway  Company  to  restore  two-man  car 
service,  passed,  400-message  with  communication,  placed  on  file, 
406 

Sunday  Sports. 

Lincoln  Park,  Inc.: 

petition  for  license,  223-granted,  244 

bond  received  and  approved,  252 
see  Boston  National  League  Baseball  Company 
see  Ordinances 

Sunnymead  Terrace,  Ward  21. 

order  to  accept  and  lay  out,  passed,  261 

Supplementary  Budget.     (See  Appropriations.) 
Supple  Street,  Ward  11. 

order  to  accept  and  lay  out,  passed,  368 

Supply  Department. 

annual  report:    order  as  to  when  report  will  be  ready,  passed,  310- 

message  with  communication,  placed  on  file,  316 
budget:  order  to  decrease  amount  of  estimate  for  1932  by  twenty-five 

per  cent,  passed,  483 
competitive   bids: 

order  for,  for  automobile  and  office  equipment,  referred  to  executive 
committee,  174 

order  to  strike  dishonest  bidders  from  list,  passed,  192 
information: 

order  for,  regarding  concerns  selling  meat  to  city,  passed,  422 

order  requesting  finance  committee  to  furnish  information  regarding 
concerns  selling  meat  to  city,  passed,  449 
Mohawk  Packing  Company: 

order  for  detailed  report  of  daily  purchases  by  city,  passed,  318 

order  to  discontinue  doing  business  with,  467-passed,  470 


Supply  Department,  continued. 

purchase  of  goods:  order  for,  when  possible,  in  City  of  Boston,  304- 

passed,  305 
purchase  of  meat:    order  to  allow  reliable  meat  concerns  privilege  of 

bidding,  307-passed,  308 
report   of   finance   commission:  order   to   furnish   city   council   and 

newspapers  with  copies,  passed,  412 
transfer:  order  for,  of  present  superintendent,  ruled  out  of  order,  480 

Suspension  of  Licenses.     (See  Traffic  Commission.) 

Sydney  Street,  Ward  13. 

order  for  sidewalk,  Hartland  st.  to  Crescent  ave.,  passed,  352 


Talbot  Avenue,  Ward  17. 

order  for  sidewalk,  No.  442  to  No.  450,  passed,  230 

Tansey,  James  J. 

resolution  favoring  legislation  authorizing  reinstatement  in  school  build- 
ings department,  passed,  24 

Tavern  Road,  Ward  4. 

order  to  repave,  passed,  131 

Tax  Rate  in  Other  Cities. 

order  to  appoint  committee  to  study,  138-referred  to  executive    com- 
mittee, 139 

Taxes,  Payment  of.     (See  Collecting  Department.) 

Taxicabs. 

stands: 

order  to  designate  Btands  on  public  streets  as  public  stands   passed. 
76 

Taylor,  William  H. 

appointed  overseer,  public  welfare  department,  placed  on  file,  186 

Technician.     (See  Hospital  Department.) 
Temple  Street,  Ward  20. 

order  for  sidewalk,  Ivory  st.  to  Lasell  St.,  passed,  395 

Temporary    Employment.     (-See   Public    Works    Depart- 
ment.) 

Temporary    Investigator.     (See   Soldiers'    Relief    Depart- 
ment.) 

"Tercentenary  of  the  Founding  of  Boston."    (See  Print- 
ing Department.) 

Tenean  Beach,  Ward  16.     (See  Park  Department.) 

Thanksgiving  Turkeys.     (<S'ee  Public  Welfare  Department.) 

Thoroughfare  Plan.     (See  Central  Artery.) 

Time  Off.     (See  Police  Department.) 

Tolman  Street,  Ward  16. 

order  for  sidewalk,  Neponset  ave.  to  Norwood  st.,  276-passed,  277 


TONAWANDA 


(60) 


TRAINING 


Tonawanda  Street,  Ward  17. 

order  to  repair  and  replace  sidewalks,  passed,  369 

Tomasello,  Joseph  A. 

notice  of  interests  in  contracts,  placed  on  file,  167,  186,  248  (2),  411,  448, 
466 

Tonsil    Cases.     (See   Hospital    Department,    Boston    City 
Hospital.) 

Topliff  Street,  Ward  15. 

order  to  repave,  passed,  76 

Torrey  Street,  Ward  17. 

order  for  sidewalk,  Washington  st.  to  Wentworth  st.,  passed,  321 

Track  Locations. 

see  Boston  Elevated  Railway  Company 
see  Union  Freight  Railroad 

Traffic  Circle.     (See  Street  Laying-Out  Department.) 
Traffic  Commission. 

automatic  traffic  signal  system:  order  for  estimate  of  cost  of  install- 
ing on  various  streets  and  report  regarding  expenditure  of  $125,000 

appropriation,     62-passed,     63- message     with     communication,    92- 

placed  on  file,  93 
automatic  signals,  orders  for: 

Adams  and  Chelsea  sts,,  Charlestown,  passed,  172 

Arborway  and  South  st.,  Ward  11,  passed,  96 

Baldwin  and  Medford  sts.,  Ward  2,  passed,  304-message  with  com- 
munications, placed  on  file,  347 

Blue  Hill  ave.,  passed,  17-message  with  communication,  placed  on 
file,  45 

Blue  Hill  ave.  and  Columbia  rd.,  Ward  14,  passed,  53-message  with 
communication,  72-placed  on  file,  73 

Blue  Hill  ave.  and  Morton  st.,  Ward  14,  passed,  53-message  with 
communication,  72-placed  on  file,  73 

Blue  Hill  ave.  and  Seaver  st.,  passed,  53-message  and  communication. 
72-placed  on  file,  73 

Bynner  st.  and  the  Riverway,  passed,  142-message  with  communica- 
tion, placed  on  file,  165 

Centre  st.,  South  Huntington  ave.,  Boylston  and  Moraine  sts., 
message  with  communications  regarding  order,  placed  on  file,  10- 
order  passed,  202-message  with  communication,  206-placed  on 
file,  207 

Centre  st.,  Moraine  St.,  Pershing  rd.  and  South  Huntington  ave., 
Dassed  372 

Centre  St.,  Ward  20,  passed,  483 

City  sq.,  Charlestown,  passed,  201-message  with  communication, 
206-placed  on  file,  207 

Dorchester  and  Savin  Hill  aves.,  Ward  13,  passed,  387 

Geneva  ave.  and  Bowdoin  st.,  Ward  15,  passed,  223-message  with 
communication,  placed  on  file,  228 

Hyde  Park  ave.  and  Cummins  Highway,  passed,  387 

Lexington  and  Bunker  Hill  sts., Ward  2,  at  corner,  passed,  309-message 
with  communications,  347-pIaced  on  file,  348 

loan  of  $100,000  for  installation  throughout  city,  63-referred  to  com- 
mittee on  finance,  64 

Neponset  ave.  and  Old  Colony  Parkway,  passed,  83 

Old  Colony  Boulevard  and  Conley  st.,  Ward  16,  passed,  129-message 
with  communication,  placed  on  file,  133 

Old  Colony  Boulevard  and  Redfield  st,  Ward  16,  passed,  129-message 
with  communication,  placed  on  file,  133 

Old  Colony  Boulevard  and  Tolman  st.,  Ward  16,  passed,  129-message 
with  communication,  placed  on  file,  133 

Perkins  st.  and  South  Huntington  ave.,  Ward  10,  passed,  142-mes- 
sage with  communication,  206-placed  on  file,  207 

Quincy  st.  and  Columbia  rd.,  Ward  15,  passed,  76-message  with 
communication,  81-placed  on  file,  82 

South  st.,  Ward  11,  passed,  487 

South  Huntington  ave.  and  Perkins  St.,  at  corner,  Ward  19,  passed, 
202 

South  Huntington  ave.,  Centre,  Boylston  and  Moraine  sts.,  Ward  19, 
passed,  302-message  with  communications,  placed  on  file,  347 

Southern  Artery  at  Dorchester  ave.,  passed,  14-message  with  com- 
munication, 19-placed  on  file,  20 

Southern  Artery,  intersection  adjacent  to,  passed,  14-message  with 
communication,  19-placed  on  file,  20 

Union  sq.,  Brighton,  passed,  96-message  with  communication,  placed 
on  file,  103 

Washington  and  Bowdoin  sts.,  passed,  379 

Washington  st.,  Market  st.  and  Chestnut  Hill  ave.,  passed,  16- 
message  with  communication,  placed  on  file,  45 


Traffic  Commission,  continued. 

automatic  signal  system,  orders  for: 

Commonwealth  ave.,  referred  to  executive  committee,  426-order  for 

rescission  withdrawn,  placed  on  file,  433 
Commonwealth    ave.,    passed,    444-message    with    communication, 

placed  on  file,  455 
Massachusetts  ave.,  rescission  on   1929  loan  of  $125,000,  referred  to 

executive  committee,  447-report  accepted,  order  passed,  450-given 

second  reading  and  passed,  466,  467 
Massachusetts  ave.  and  on  Tremont  st.   (Unit  2),  referred  to  executive 

committee,  447-report   accepted,   order  passed,   450-given  second 

reading  and  passed,  466,  467 
City   sq.,    Charlestown:     order   for   study   of   dangerous   conditions 
existing,  passed,  303 

flashing  beacon,  order  for: 

Coleman  and  Quincy  sts.,  Ward  15,  passed,  172-message  with  com- 
munication, placed  on  file,  195 

heavy  trucking:  order  to  prohibit,  Carruth  st.  and  Bushnell  St., 
Ward  16,  passed,  277-message  with  communication,  placed  on  file, 
296 

lanes:  order  to  paint  near  schoolhouses,  Ward  19,  passed,  319-message 
with  communication,  placed  on  file,  348 

one-way  thoroughfares: 

order  to  so  designate  Greenville  st.,  Ward  8,  passed,  59-message  with 

communication,  81-placed  on  file,  82 
order  to  so  designate  Glenville  ave.,  Ward  21,  passed,  319-message 
with  communication,  placed  on  file,  348 

parking: 

order   to   prohibit   on   Broadway,    South    Boston,   Evacuation   Day, 

passed,  95-message  with  communication,  placed  on  file,  103 
order  to  eliminate  on  Burroughs  St.,  Ward  19,  passed,  230 
order  to  put  into  effect  alternate  plan,  436-order  rejected,  437 

parking  rules:  order  to  revoke  certain  rules,  Strandway,  South  Bos- 
ton, passed,  277-message  regarding,  placed  on  file,  290 

reorganization:   order  to  consider  advisability,  passed,  308 

restriction:  East  Sixth  st.,  Ward  6,  order  for  removal,  passed,  309- 
message  with  communication,  placed  on  file.  347 

signals,  orders  for:  Flood  sq.,  Ward  6,  passed,  309-message  with 
communication,  placed  on  file,  348 

signal  lights,  order  for:  Morton  st.  bridge  approaches,  passed, 
394-message  with  communication,  placed  on  file,  406 

silent  policeman:  Woodrow  ave.  and  Lucerne  St.,  at  junction,  mes- 
sage with  communication  regarding  order,  placed  on  file,  10 

stop  lights,  orders  for: 

Codman  sq.,  Dorchester,  passed,  310-message  with  communication, 

placed  on  file,  348 
Milton  ave.  and  Fuller  St.,  Ward  17,  passed,  351-message  with  com- 
munication, placed  on  file,  362 
order  regarding  turning  on  electric  current,  corner  Centre  and  Central 
sts.,  Ward  20,  passed,  452-message  with  communication,  453-plaoed 
on  file,  454 
suspension  of  licenses:   resolution  protesting,  for  minor  offenses,  320- 

passed,  321 
traffic  lights,  order  for: 

Old    Colony   Parkway,   Ward    16,    passed,    190-message    with    com- 
munication, 204-placed  on  file,  204 
traffic  rules:  order  for  enforcement,  ruled  out  of  order,  175 
traffic  signal  system,  orders  for: 

Hyde  Park   ave.   and   Cummins  Highway,   passed,   35-message  with 

communication,  placed  on  file,  56 
Seaver  St.,  Ward  12,  passed,  17-message  with  communication,  placed 
on  file,  45 


Traffic  Department. 

topic  in  Mayor's  address,  4 

Traffic  Laws.     (See  Traffic  Commission.) 

Traffic  Signal  System.     (See  Traffic  Commission.) 

Traffic  Tunnel. 

topic  in  Mayor's  address,  4 

Train  Street,  Ward  16. 

order  to  repave,  Ashmont  st.  to  Victory  rd.,  passed,  37 

Training  Field,  Ward  2. 

order  to  repair  tablets  and  clean  statues,  passed,  201 


TRANSIT 


(61) 


WABON 


Transit  Department. 

commissioners:  Arthur  B.   Corbett,   Nathan  Heller  and  Thomas  F. 
Sullivan,  appointed,  125;  Thomas  F.  Sullivan  designated  chairman, 
125 
City  sq.,  Charlestown:  order  for  study  of  dangerous  conditions  exist- 
ing, passed,  303 
East  Boston  tunnel: 

remarks  concerning  width,  35 

order  to  reject  all  bids  and  readvertise  for  construction,  98-ref erred 

to  executive  committee,  102 
order  to  insert  in  contract  clause  for  employment  of  citizens,  passed, 

102-message  concerning,  placed  on  file,  110 
order  recommending  naming  in  honor  of  the  late  Gen.  Clarence    It. 

Edwards,  passed,  224 
order  that  men  employed  shall  be  citizens  of  Boston,  278-passed, 

281 -message  with  communication,  289-placed  on  file,  290 

order  for  names  of  men  on  pay  roll,  also  to  ascertain  if  each  is  citizen 

of  United  States,  278-passed,  281-message  with  communications, 

placed  on  file,  290 

loading  platform:  order  for  construction  at  Harrison  sq.,  passed,  231 

thoroughfare,   Ward   2:  order   as   to   advisability  of  constructing   on 

northerly  side  of  Main  st.,  passed,  70 
ordinance:  message  with  draft  of  ordinance  regarding  terms  of  office, 
referred    to    committee    on    ordinances,    18-report    accepted,    order 
passed,  74 


Transportation.     (-See  Hospital  Department.) 


Treasury  Department. 

hearing,    order    for:  on    charges    against    city    treasurer,    referred    to 
executive  committee,  310 

Tremont  Street,  Roxbury. 

order  to  install  white  way  system,  Linden  Park  st.  to  Roxbury  Crossing, 
passed,  335 

Trucking.     (See  Traffic  Commission.) 

Turley,  Alexander  A. 

resolution  favoring  legislation  authorizing  reinstatement  in  fire  depart- 
ment, passed,  29 


Tyler  Street,  Ward  3. 

order  to  repave,  passed,  208 


Unclaimed  Baggage.     (See  Boston  &  Maine  Railroad.) 
Underpasses. 

Edward  Everett  Square:  see  Street  Laying-Out  Department 
Forest  Hills:  sec  Street  Laying-Out  Department 

Unemployment. 

order  urging  action   by  legislature  regarding  preferential  employment 

from  civil  service  lists  of  citizens  having  dependents,  passed,  36 
order  to  continue  for  rest  of  week  temporary  men  now  employed  on 

snow  removal,  49-passed,  50 
order  to  employ  citizens  who  apply  for  work  on  snow  removal  for  rest 

of  winter,  passed,  53 
order  for  use  on   construction   and   resurfacing  streets  by  day  labor, 

passed,  60 
message  with  report  on  order  for  conference  regarding  employment  of 

needy  and  destitute  citizens,  72-placed  on  file,  73 
order  for  erection  of  junior  high  school,  passed,  175 
order  regarding  payment  of  $1  monthly  by  each  city  employee,  referred 

to   executive   committee,    148;  resolution    favoring   donations   of   $1 

monthly  by  each  city  employee,  referred  to  executive  committee,  197- 

report    accepted,  order  passed,  202-message    concerning,  placed  on 

file,  205 
order  for  elimination  of  machinery  in  street  construction,  232-passed, 

233 
order  for   appointment   of   committee    to   raise   fund  through    private 

subscription,  334-passed,  335 
order  as  to  advisability  of  requesting  theaters  to  donate  one  cent  for 

each  ticket  sold,  394-passed,  395 
order  to  appoint  committee  to  raise  $3,000,000  by  popular  subscription, 

passed,  429 
order  to  allow  use  of  State  armories  for  dormitories,  passed  448 


Unemployment    Allowances.     (See    Public   Welfare    De- 
partment.) 

Unemployment  Fund.     (See  Public  Welfare  Department.) 

Unfinished  Business. 

order  for  reference  to  city  council  of  1932,  passed,  495 

Uniforms. 

see  Hospital  Department 
see  Police  Department 

Union  Freight  Railroad  Company. 

order  for  information   relative  to  franchise,   passed,   34-message   with 

communication,  56-placed  on  file,  58 
track  location:  24th,  extension  of  time,  placed  on  file,  248 


passed,  96-message  with  com- 


Union  Square,  Brighton. 

order  to  install  automatic  traffic  signal, 
munication,  placed  on  file,  103 

United  Spanish  War  Veterans. 

communication  requesting  lease  of  Austin  school,  East  Boston,  placed 

on  file,  297 
order  for  lease  of  Austin  school,  East  BoBton,  to  Major  P.  J.  Grady 

Camp  No.  3,  passed,  301 

United  States  Post  Office. 

order  regarding  employment  of  citizens  of  Boston  on  construction  at 
union  rating,  passed,  50 


Unnecessary  Noises.     (See  Ordinances.) 


Vacancies,  Filling  of. 

order  requesting   filling   of   permanent   vacancies  in    all   departments, 
passed,  308 

Vacations.     (See  School  Committee.) 

Varney  Street,  Ward  19. 

order  to  repave,  passed,  96 

order  for  sidewalk,  Wenham  st.  to  Wachusett  st.,  passed,  96,  169 

Ventilation  Contract.     (See  East  Boston  Tunnel.) 
Vesta  Road,  Ward  14. 

order  to  repave,  passed,  83 

Vetoes.     (See  The  Mayor.) 
Victory  Road,  Ward  16. 

order  to  remove  street  car  rails,  passed,  83 

order  to  repave,  Neponset  ave.  to  Freeport  st. ,  passed,  S3 

Visitors.     (See  Public  Welfare  Department.) 


Wabeno  Street,  Ward  12. 

order  to  repave,  285 

Wabon  Street,  Ward  12. 

order  to  repave,  passed,  61 


WAKULLAH 


(62) 


WEST 


Wakullah  Street,  Ward  12. 

order  to  resurface,  passed,  386 

Walbridge  Street,  Ward  21. 

order  to  accept  and  lay  out,  passed,  231 

Walden  Street,  Ward  10. 

order  to  repave,  passed,  84 

Walk  Hill  Street,  Ward  19. 

order  for  sidewalk,  east  side.  Fire  House  to  Wachusett  st. ,  passed,  230 
order  for  sidewalk,  west  side.  Bourne  St.  to  No.  Ill,  passed,  230 

Wales  Street,  Ward  14. 

order  to  repave,  passed,  76 

Wardroom,  Ward  3.     (See  Public  Buildings  Department.) 

Warren=Bunker  Hill  Primary  School.     (See  School  Com- 
mittee.) 

Warren  Street,  Ward  8. 

order  to  provide  in  budget  for  "white  way"  lighting,  passed,  17 

Warren  Street,  Ward  21. 

sidewalk  schedule,   passed,   135 

Washington  Street. 

order  to  replace  present  lights  with  boulevard  type,  Poplar  st.  to  Stony 
Brook  reservation,  passed,  37 

Washington  and  Bigelow  Streets,  Ward  22. 

order  for  sidewalk  along  library  building  (200   ft.  edgestone),  passed,  231 

Washington  Street  and  Bowdoin  Street,  Dorchester. 

order  to  install  automatic  traffic  signal,  passed,  379 

Washington  Street  and  East  Dedham  Street,  Ward  8. 

order  to  install  electric  arc  lamp  at  corner,  passed,  120 

Washington  Street,  Dorchester. 

order  to  include  in  resurfacing  program,  passed,  14 

Washington  Street,  Market  Street  and  Chestnut  Hill 
Avenue. 

order  to  install  automatic  traffic  signal  at  junction,  passed,  16-message 
with  communication,  placed  on  file,  45 

Washington    Street    North    and    Beverly,    Causeway, 
Thacher  and  Traverse  Streets. 

order  for  safety  islands  at  junctions,  126-message  with  communication, 
179-placed  on  file,  180 

Washington  Street,  Ward  14. 

order  to  repave,  Grove  Hall  to  Harvard  st.,  passed,  277 

Washington  Street,  Ward  17. 

sidewalk  schedule,  passed,  299 
Washington  Street,  Ward  18. 

order  to  provide  in  budget  for  "white  way"  lighting,  passed,  17 


Washington  Street,  Ward  19. 

order  to  replace  present    lights    with    boulevard  type,  Forest  Hills  to 

Poplar  st.,  passed,  32 
order  for  sidewalks,  Forest  Hills  to  Poplar  st.,  passed,  112 

Washington  Street,  Ward  22. 

order  for  sidewalk,  Champney  st.  to  Burton  st.,  passed,  231 

Washington  Street  Tunnel. 

resolution  favoring  legislation  authorizing  city  to  borrow  for  extension 
to  Sullivan  sq.,  Charlestown,  and  removal  of  elevated  structure, 
passed,  48 


Waste=paper    Receptacles.     (See   Public   Works   Depart- 
ment.) 

Waumbeck  Street,  Ward  12. 

order  to  repave,  passed,  34,  285 

Waverly  Street,  Ward  12. 

order  to  install  electric  lights,  passed,  312 

Waverly  Street,  Ward  22. 

sidewalk  schedule,  passed,  82 

Wayland  Street,  Ward  13. 

order  to  repave,  passed,  115 

order  for  sidewalk,  Howard  ave.  to  Magnolia  st.,  passed,  372 

Wayne  Street,  Ward  12. 

order  to  repave,  passed,  285 

Webster  Street,  Ward  I. 

order  to  confer  with    Boston  tlevatcd  Railway  Company  regarding  re- 
surfacing, passed,  186 

Weights  and  Measures  Department. 

deputy  sealers:  Joseph  F.  Coughlin,  appointed,  121 ;  John  W.  Bradley, 

appointed.  482 
temporary  deputy  sealers:    William  P.  J.  Delaney,  appointed.  125; 

John  F.  McCarthy,  appointed,  466-placed  on  file,  466 
ordinance:   draft  of  amendment,  referred  to  committee  on  ordinances, 

379-report  accepted,  ordinance  passed,  421 

Welles  Avenue,  Ward  16. 

order  to  repave.  Talbot  ave.  to  Dorchester  ave.,  passed,  37 
Wellington  Road,  Ward  21. 

order  to  accept  and  lay  out,  passed,  387 

Wellington  Hill  Section,  Ward  14. 

order  for  report  as  to  site  and  cost  of  mothers'  rest,  passed,  17 

Wellington  Hill  Street,  Ward  14. 

order  to  repave,  passed,  76 

West  Milton  Street,  Ward  18. 

order  for  sidewalk  at  No.  79,  passed,  395 

West  Seventh  Street,  Wards  6  and  7. 

order  for  sidewalk,  Dorchester  ave.  to  Dorchester  st.,  passed,  309 


WESTBOURNE 


(63) 


WILSON 


Westbourne  Road,  Ward  19. 

order  to  accept  and  lay  out,  Southbourne  rd.  to  Florence  st.,  west, 
passed,  438 


Western  Avenue,  Ward  22. 

order  to  repave,  passed,  16 

order  for  sidewalk,  North  Harvard  to  Market  st.,  passed,  342 


(See  Stratton  and  Westview 


Westview  Street,  Ward  14. 

Streets,  Ward  14.) 

White,  Robert  G. 

order  regarding   reimbursement,  277,  passed,  278-message  with   com- 
munications, 291-placed  on  file,  292 

White  Street  Place. 

order  to  provide  adequate  lighting,  passed,  397 

Whiting  Street,  Ward  12. 

order  for  sidewalk,  Warren  st.  to  105  feet  east  of   Moreland  st.,  passed, 

277 
order  to  resurface,  passed,  338 

Wilson,  Robert  Gardiner,  Jr.,  Councilor. 

motion  to  adjourn:    193 
orders  and  resolves: 

acceptance,  chap.  277,  201 

acceptance,  chap.  384,  Acts  of  1931,  311 

acceptance,  chap.  458,  Acts  of  1931,  394 

additional  facilities,  Franklin  Field  playground,  169 

additional  stations,  public  welfare  department,  470 

advisability  of  health  unit,  Dorchester,  470 

ambulance  service,  City  hospital,  23 

amendment  of  disposal  contract,  472 

automatic  signals,  Dorchester  ave.,  14 

bus  for  Boston  Sanatorium,  424 

case  of  Mrs.  Margaret  Powers,  311 

check  up,  alien  employees,  336 

citizens  for  jury  duty,  200 

civil  process  by  constables,  311 

Coleman  Disposal  Company  contract,  416 

committee  on  confirmation  of  constables,  35 

constables'  fees,  217 

contracts  for  current  season  work,  278 

enlargement,  Lucy  Stone  school,  438 

extension  of  tax  payments,  369 

hearing,  Girls'  High  school,  462 

hearings,  incineration  plant,  193 

improvement  of  grounds,  Dorchester  district  court,  200 

improvement  of  jury  list,  203 

improvements,  Ward  17,  336,  351,  438 

incinneration  plants,  472  (2) 

information  as  to  ambulance  facilities,  14,  16 

information  as  to  recodification  of  statutes,  23 

information  concerning  East  Boston  tunnel  job,  278 

information  from  public  welfare  and  soldiers'  relief  departments,  125 

information,  zoning  board,  163 

land-taking,  Codman  st.,  Nevada  Bt.  and  Southern  Artery,  338 

legislative  hearings  concerning  Boston,  63 

limiting  number  of  constables,  278 

list  of  historical  streets,  193 

memorial  services  for  police,  483 

minimum  pay,  310 

motion  inviting  representative  of  public  welfare  board  to  appear  before 

council,  carried,  215 
motorcycle  service,  Division  19,  310 
name  of  X-ray  technician,  450 
naming  Dorchester  schools,  169 
naming  new  playground,  Ward  17,  203 
ordinance  in  re  constables,  36 

ordinance,  weights  and  measures  department,  379 
participation  by  Commonwealth  in  Boston  Central  Artery,  96 
payment  to  parents  of  George  L.  Scolponeti,  63 
payment  to  widow  of  Frank  L.  Lyons,  78 
playground,  Dorchester,  217,  252 
playground,  Ward  17,  24,  35 

preferential  employment  of  citizens  with  dependents,  36 
protest  against  new  school  building,  321 
protest  against  closing  Charlestown  Navy  Yard,  394 
public  hearing  in  re  constables,  169 
quarters  for  Old  Dorchester  Post,  111 
rearrangement  of  school  vacations,  369 
registration,  automobiles,  351 
reinstatement,  John  H.  Corcoran,  54 


Wilson,  Robert  Gardiner,  Jr.,  Councilor,  continued. 

orders  and  resolves: 

reinstatement,  John  J.  Dowlingf  22 

removal,  car  rails,  336 

resurfacing  Dorchester  streets,  14 

sidewalks,  Ward  17,  125,  217,  230,  252,  278,  321,  342,  351,  369,  411, 

438 
signal  lights,  Morton  st.  bridge,  394 
street  excavations  by  public  service  corporations,  14 
taking  for  sewerage  works,  193 

300th  anniversary  celebration,  Boston  Public  Latin  school,  337 
Tremlett  park,  Dorchester,  125 
uniforms,  police  department,  170 
unnecessary  noises.  170,  217 
water  shut-offs,  337 
width,  East  Boston  tunnel,  35 
wood  distribution  to  poor,  457 

point  of  information:  37 

point  of  order:  443 

remarks: 

acceptance,  chap.  384,  Acts,  1931,  311 

acceptance,  chap.  458,  Acts  of  1931,  394 

additional  facilities,  Franklin  Field  playground.  169 

additional  stations,  public  welfare  department,  470 

alternate  parking  plan,  436,  437 

ambulance  service,  City  hospital,  23,  26,  27 

amendment  of  disposal  contract,  472,  473,  478 

appearance  of  committee  on  legislative  matters,  34 

applicants  carrying  small  insurance  policies,  210,  215 

appropriation,  East  Boston  courthouse,  116 

assessed  values,  lands  adjoining  rear  80  West  Cedar  st.,  26 

award  of  city  contracts,  51 

bidB  on  construction,  East  Boston  tunnel,  99,  100 

celebration  300th  anniversary,  Boston  Public  Latin  school,  337 

check  up,  alien  employees,  336 

citizens  of  Boston  for  city  work,  366 

citizens  for  jury  duty,  200 

civil  process  by  constables,  311 

claim  of  Arthur  V,  Fraher,  398 

classification  and  compensation  plans,  149 

closing  Charlestown  Navy  Yard,  396 

Coleman  Disposal  Company,  contract,  416 

confirmation  of  appointments,  26 

constables'  fees,  217 

contracts  for  current  season  work,  278 

courthouse  enlargement,  466 

deliveries  of  coal,  public  welfare  department,  140 

elimination  of  machinery,  233 

elimination  of  port  differentials,  7,  8 

enforcement  of  traffic  rules,  175 

extension  of  tax  payments,  369,  370 

hearings,  incineration  plants,  193 

improvement  of  jury  list,  203 

improvements,  Ward  17,  310  (2) 

information  as  to  ambulance  facilities,  14 

information  as  to  persons  illegally  receiving  aid,  127 

information  as  to  recodification  of  statutes,  23 

information,  county  account  hearings,  37 

information,  East  Boston  tunnel  job,  279,  280 

information,  public  welfare  and  soldiers'  relief  departments,  125,  141 

inspection,  golf  course,  Hyde  Park,  78 

invitation  to  Hon.  Alfred  E.  Smith,  137,  138,  141,  142 

jitney  license,  Pierce  sq.  to  Ashmont  station,  358 

land  for  hospital  purposes,  385 

land  taking,  Codman  St.,  Nevada  st.  and  Southern  Artery,  338 

leases  to  veterans'  organizations,  25 

Legion's  action  on  Eighteenth  Amendment,  367 

legislative  hearings  concerning  Boston,  63 

limitation,  number  of  constables,  402,  278 

list  of  historical  streets,  193 

loan  and  appropriation,  school  buildings  and  land,  235 

loan,  Boston  airport,  243,  253,  257 

loan,  Boston  Public  Latin  school,  342 

loan,  East  Boston  Strandway,  274 

loan,  Girls'  High  school,  Dorchester,  419,  460,  462 

loan,  high  school  construction,  439,  441,  443 

loan  orders,  playgrounds,  parks  and  bridges,  31 

loan  orders,  police  and  fire  departments,  64 

loan,  public  golf  course,  85,  86.  114.  115 

Lucy  Stone  school  enlargement,  438 

minimum  pay,  310 

motion  postponed,  173 

motorcycle  service,  Division  19,  310 

name  of  X-Ray  technician,  450 

naming  Dorchester  schools,  169 

naming  new  playground,  Ward  17,  203 

new  site,  Dorchester  High  school,  430 

next  meeting,  193,  487,  488 

opening  of  polls,  124 

ordinance  in  re  constables,  36,  421 

participation  by  Commonwealth  in  Boston  Central  Artery,  96,  97 

playground,  Dorchester,  217,  252 

playground,  Ward  17,  24,  35 

preferential  employment  of  citizens  with  dependents,  36 
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Wilson,  Robert  Gardiner,  Jr.,  Councilor,  continued. 
remarks: 

printing  city  council  minutes,  343 
protest  against  closing  Charlestown  Navy  Yard,  394 
protest  against  new  school  building,  321 
public  golf  course,  65,  67,  69 
public  hearing  in  re  constables,  169 
rearrangement  of  school  vacations,  369 
registration,  automobiles,  351 
reimbursement  of  claim,  137 
removal,  car  rails,  336 

report  on  annual  budget,  154,  158,  159,  161 
sale  of  land,  Brighton,  374 

sale  of  land,  Massachusetts  General  hospital,  399 
sale  of  land,  rear  80  West  Cedar  st. ,  25,  26 
street  excavations  by  public  service  corporations,  14 
Suffolk  County  courthouse,  490 
supplementary  budget,  301 

temporary  employment  on  snow  removal,  49,  50 
thanks  to  President  McGrath,  496 
time  for  men  seeking  work,  215 
transfer,  police  appropriation,  401 
transfer,  superintendent  of  supplies,  480 
uniforms,  police  department,  170 
unnecessary  noises,  170,  172 
water  shut-offs,  337 
wood  distribution  to  poor,  457 
unanimous  consent:  26,  136 

Winchester  Road,  Ward  19. 

order  to  accept  and  lay  out,  passed,  122 

Winchester  Street. 

message  with  communication,  preambles  and  order  authorizing  con- 
firmatory deed  for  clearing  title  to  premises  at  No.  45,  392-referred 
to  executive  committee,  393-report  accepted,  order  passed,  400 

Winter  Street,  Ward  15. 

order  to  repave,  passed,  63 

order  for  sidewalk,  Bowdoin  st.  to  Adams  st.,  passed,  352 

Winthrop  Street,  Ward  8. 

order  for  sidewalk,  Fairland  st.  to  76  feet  southeasterly,  passed,  368 

Winthrop  Street    School,    Roxbury.     (Sec  School  Com- 
mittee.) 

Winthrop  Street,  Ward  12. 

order  to  repave,  passed,  83 


Wood    Distribution. 

mission.) 


(See    Metropolitan    District    Com- 


Woodcliff  Street,  Ward  13. 

order  to  repave,  Howard  ave.  to  Dacia  st.,  passed,  141 

Woodford,  Thomas. 

resolution  favoring  legislation  authorizing  reinstatement  in  police  depart- 
ment, passed,  37 

Woodman  Street,  Ward  11. 

order  for  sidewalk,  Custer  st.  to  Jamaica  st.,  passed,  323 

Woodrow  Avenue,  Ward  14. 

order  to  repave,  passed,  83 

Woodrow  Avenue  and  Lucerne  Street. 

message  with   commnuication  regarding  order  for  silent  policeman  at 
junction,  placed  on  file,  10 

Woodward  Street,  Ward  7. 

order  to  resurface,  passed,  277 
Workingmen's  Loan  Association. 

Hymen  Manevitz  appointed  director,  317 

Worthington  Street,  Ward  10. 

order  to  repave,  Huntington  ave.  to  Trcmont  st.,  passed,  37 

Wyman  Street,  Ward  10. 

sidewalk  schedule,  passed,  82 

Wyman  Street,  Ward  19. 

sidewalk  schedule,  passed,  82 
Wyoming  Street,  Ward  12. 

order  to  repave,  passed,  61 
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Railway  Company.) 


(See  Boston  Elevated 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceedings  of  City  Council. 


Monday,  January  5,  1931. 

First  meeting  for  1931  of  the  Boston  City 
Council,  in  the  Council  Chamber,  City  Hall,  at 
2  p.  m.,  Councilor  COX,  senior  member,  presiding. 

Present,  all  the  members  of  the  Council,  his 
Honor  James  M.  Curley,  Mayor  of  the  City  of 
Boston,  and  suite,  city  and  county  department 
heads  and  other  guests. 

Chairman  COX,  in  calling  to  order,  said: 

The  Council  will  now  be  in  order.  I  have  the 
honor  to  introduce  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  who  will 
deliver  his  annual  address. 


ADDRESS    OF    HON.    JAMES    M.    CURLEY. 

Mayor  CURLEY'S  address  was  as  follows: 
Gentlemen  of  the  City  Council. 

In  conformity  with  custom  we  assemble  at  the 
opening  of  the  fiscal  year  for  the  purpose  of  organiz- 
ing the  legislative  branch  of  the  government  and  in 
addition  to  make  public  a  summary  of  the  work 
performed  during  the  year  that  has  passed  and 
to  outline  a  program  for  the  year  that  begins  this 
day. 

The  Tercentenary  observance  by  the  City  of 
Boston  of  the  Founding  of  the  Massachusetts 
Bay  Colony  was  in  keeping  with  the  best  traditions 
of  the  past. 

The  success  of  the  movement  to  invite  public 
attention  to  the  advantages  and  attractions  that 
Boston  offers  in  larger  measure  than  any  other 
American  city  to  organizations  assembling  for 
convention  purposes  was  due  in  large  measure  to 
the  whole-hearted  support  received  from  the 
Press,  the  Boston  Chamber  of  Commerce  and 
public  spirited  women  and  men  of  the  municipality. 
The  conventions  of  the  American  Legion,  the 
American  Federation  of  Labor  and  the  Knights  of 
Columbus,  with  some  five  hundred  other  organi- 
zations, have  given  an  impetus  to  the  movement 
that  with  proper  encouragement  and  wise  direc- 
tion should  result  in  Boston  occupying  first  place 
as  a  convention  city.  It  has  been  estimated  by 
competent  authorities  that  the  various  organiza- 
tions which  convened  here  during  the  year  1930 
expsnded  about  $100,000,000  and  it  is  highly 
important  that  encouragement  be  given  to  this 
activity. 

I  want  at  the  outset  to  express  my  sincere  appre- 
ciation for  the  support  given  the  legislative  pro- 
gram submitted  by  me  from  time  to  time  during 
the  year  1930.  The  unique  position  which  Bos- 
ton has  occupied  among  American  cities  during 
the  period  of  industrial  depression  and  unrest 
which  has  been  world-wide,  is  in  no  small  measure 
due  to  the  harmony  that  has  obtained  between  the 
executive  and  the  legislative  branches  of  the 
municipal  government.  Every  measure  sub- 
mitted by  me,  as  Mayor,  has  received  the  approval 
of  the  City  Council  and  likewise  his  Excellency  the 
Governor  and  the  State  Legislature  have  dis- 
played a  liberality  and  a  willingness  to  cooperate 
that  have  been  responsible  in  large  measure  for 
such  success  as  has  been  attained.  « 

That  portion  of  the  public,  and  it  is  no  small 
part,  that  has  suffered  the  loss  of  employment 
through  industrial  depression  has  undergone  less 
hardship  in  our  city  than  in  any  other  city  in 
America  due  to  the  courageous  and  liberal  policy 
which  at  the  outset  was  by  many  considered 
extremely  radical,  but  which,  after  a  full  year  of 
trial,  is  admitted  the  wisest  policy  of  pursuit 
during  the  trying,  drab  year  that  has  passed. 

It  is  clearly  the  duty  of  the  American  people, 
who  for  a  period  of  more  than  a  century  have  been 
subjected  to  industrial  depression  at  least  once  in 
every  seven  years,  to  devote  time,  thought,  energy, 
and  money  to  the  development  of  such  a  program 
as  will  provide  a  panacea  essential  to  the  happi- 
ness, prosperity  and  patriotism  of  the  nation. 

I  had  a  profound  appreciation  of  the  task,  yet  I 
likewise  recognized  that  it  was  both  unjust  and 
shortsighted  to  delegate  to  a  limited  element  of  the 


population  the  all  important  work  of  formulating 
an  industrial  and  economic  program  for  all  the 
people. 

American  Federation  of  Labor. 
The  American  nation  is  eternally  obligated  to 
the  American  Federation  of  Labor  for  much  of  the 
social  and  economic  legislation  upon  the  statute 
books  of  our  country  and  of  every  state  in  the 
Union,  and  our  appreciation  is  heightened  when  we 
realize  the  difficulty  which  confronted  this  group 
of  patriots  in  the  work  they  have  undertaken  with 
such  signal  success. 

Economic  Conferences. 
With  a  view  to  supplementing  the  work  that  has 
been  so  well  performed  by  the  American  Federa- 
tion of  Labor,  I  have  conducted  weekly  conferences 
participated  in  by  the  President  and  head  of  the 
Department  of  Economics  of  all  the  universities 
located  in  Massachusetts.  This  organization, 
after  much  research  and  study,  has  recommended 
the  creation  of  a  Federal  Industrial  Planning  Board. 
The  planning  board  thus  created  to  be  nonpartisan 
in  character  and  to  be  composed  of  economists, 
representatives  of  the  American  Federation  of 
Labor  and  the  leading  industrial  establishments  of 
the  United  States.  Through  a  Federal  Industrial 
Planning  Board  it  will  be  possible  to  develop  a 
fact-finding  clearing  house  for  the  furnishing  of 
data  to  Congress  that  may  be  helpful  in  minimizing 
or  permanently  preventing  industrial  depression 
similar  to  that  through  which  this  country  is  now 
passing. 

Public  Health. 

The  year  1930  has  been  notable  in  the  matter  of 
public  health,  notwithstanding  the  so-called  indus- 
trial depression  and  general  unemployment.  The 
success  of  the  campaign  inaugurated  for  the  stamp- 
ing out  of  diphtheria  some  seven  years  ago  was 
particularly  gratifying  in  view  of  the  fact  that  this 
disease,  once  regarded  as  a  dread  scourge  and  exact- 
ing an  annual  toll  of  225  lives,  was  reduced  to  but 
twenty-five  fatalities  during  the  entire  year  1930, 
and  it  is  not  unreasonable  to  anticipate  that  pro- 
vided all  the  children  of  the  city  had  been  im- 
munized, even  this  number  would  have  been  less. 
The  successful  combating  of  tuberculosis,  through 
the  generous  expenditure  of  money,  is  attested  in 
the  establishment  during  1930  of  the  lowest  death 
rate  in  the  history  of  the  city,  from  this  once  dread 
scourge  which  now  gives  promise  of  speedily  being 
removed  from  that  class.  An  unfailing  barometer 
of  adequate  public  health  service  is  represented  in 
the  infant  mortality  rate,  which  during  1930  was 
the  lowest  ever  established.  The  development  of 
the  George  Robert  White  Health  Units  and  exten- 
sion of  Child  Hygiene  Clinics  have  made  possible 
the  waging  of  a  constant  campaign  against  disease 
where  heretofore,  due  to  overcrowding,  inade- 
quate housing  and  lack  of  knowledge  of  preventive 
measures,  real  progress  was  impossible.  The 
George  Robert  White  Health  Units  may  properly 
be  termed  "Department  Stores  of  Health."  These 
oases  on  a  troubled  sea  of  sickness  furnish  varied 
health  service  where  health  education  is  constantly 
promoted,  and  disease  successfully  combated. 
These  units,  through  the  system  of  inter-relation- 
ship created  by  the  health  and  relief  agencies, 
make  possible  not  only  a  speedy  solution  of  health 
but  economic  problems  as  well. 

Well  attended  pre-natal,  infant  and  pre-school 
age  clinics  with  a  dental  service  continually  grow- 
ing in  attendance,  solaria  upon  the  roofs,  where  the 
pre-tubercular  and  undernourished  are  cared  for, 
with  tubercular  clinics  not  only  for  incipient  cases, 
but  examination  of  all  contacts,  supplemented 
with  X-ray  examinations,  serve  as  dependable 
barriers  against  the  common  enemy  of  man, 
namely,  disease. 

Health  services  supplemented  by  relief  offer 
more  than  the  reasonable  assurance  of  life  exten- 
sion and  disease  prevention.  Supplementing  the 
work  of  the  child  hygiene  clinics  and  the  health 
units,  the  City  of  Boston  conducts  a  dairy  inspec- 
tion system  whose  supervision  extends  to  more 
than  100,000  cows,  upon  farms  in  New  England, 
New  York  state  and  the  Province  of  Quebec.  The 
protection  of  the  milk  supply  before  it  arrives  in 
Boston  equals  in  importance  its  proper  distribu- 
tion after  arrival,  since  milk  is  one  of  the  most 
important  mediums  for  the  spread  of  disease. 
That  the  Boston  milk  supply  is  equal  to  any  to  be 
found  in  any  large  city  in  the  country  is  due  not 
only  to  an  excellent  system  of  dairy  inspection 
but  to  the  laws  enacted  in  recent  years  providing 
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for  pasteurization.  It  is  today  accepted  that  pub- 
lic health  is  purchasable,  that  disease  is  largely 
preventable  and  that  the  promotion  of  public 
health  is  possible,  and  while  protests  from  time  to 
time  are  heard  against  the  increasing  cost  of 
administering  the  activities  of  the  health  depart- 
ment, I  am  quite  certain  that  so  long  as  a  health 
record  as  high  as  that  obtained  during  1930  is  in 
evidence  there  will  be  little  justification  for  either 
protest  or  complaint. 

City  Hospital. 

The  program  for  the  most  modern  municipal 
hospital  in  the  United  States  was  launched  in  1922 
during  my  previous  administration.  It  repre- 
sented studies  by  the  City  Hospital  Trustees  and 
Staff,  the  purpose  being  to  anticipate  the  possible 
requirements  of  the  next  quarter  of  a  century. 

Originally  it  was  anticipated  that  $7,000,000 
would  be  necessary  but  the  trustees  of  the  institu- 
tion are  now  of  the  opinion  that  an  additional 
$3,000,000  will  be  required  to  complete  the 
program. 

To  the  citizen  who  has  not  visited  the  institution 
in  recent  years  will  come  a  thrill  of  exaltation  when 
privileged  to  witness  the  transformation  that  has 
taken  place.  Substantially  the  major  portion  of 
the  buildings  formerly  located  upon  the  City 
Hospital  grounds  have  been  in  use  upwards  of  forty 
years.  During  this  period  of  time  rapid  changes 
have  taken  place  in  the  character  of  hospitalization 
facilities  and  in  the  care  and  treatment  of  patients. 
Medical  and  surgical  cases  in  the  past  have  been 
treated  in  the  same  building  and  in  substantially 
every  building  upon  the  grounds,  while  the  facilities 
provided  for  the  doctors,  nurses,  internes  and 
orderlies  were  wholly  inadequate  for  the  efficient 
and  economic  administration  of  this  important 
function  of  government. 

The  original  program,  now  approaching  comple- 
tion, provides  for  separate  ten-story  buildings  for 
medical  cases  and  similar  buildings  for  surgical 
cases  and  with  accommodations  in  each  building 
for  the  treatment  of  230  patients,  in  addition  to 
modern  clinical  laboratories.  The  maternity 
building  is  the  largest  and  most  up-to-date  in  any 
American  city.  The  out-patient  department, 
which  formerly  functioned  in  an  ancient  story  and 
a  half  structure,  now  boasts  a  modern  ten-story 
structure  with  every  possible  facility  for  the  con- 
servation of  human  life.  The  administration  build- 
ing, which  was  constructed  shortly  after  the  Civil 
War,  will  be  replaced  by  a  modern  administration 
building  of  sufficient  size  to  house  all  of  the  busi- 
ness offices  of  the  hospital,  and  in  addition,  the 
administrative  professional  force,  with  an  audi- 
torium seating  400  persons  suitable  for  use  by 
clinics  now  conducted  in  the  surgical  amphitheater. 

A  contract  will  shortly  be  advertised  for  a  new 
pavilion  for  children,  the  first  six  floors  of  which 
will  house  medical  and  surgical  cases  of  children 
under  14  years  of  age,  and  the  two  upper  floors 
given  over  to  infants.  Provision  has  been  made  for 
the  installation  of  glass  cubicles  throughout  this 
building  for  the  purpose  of  preventing  cross 
infection,  the  most  prolific  cause  of  death  in  cases 
of  children.  Provision  will  also  be  made  for  the 
installation  of  a  vita"-glass  roof  wnere  every 
facility  will  be  provided  for  health-giving  violet 
rays  to  the  children  undergoing  treatment. 

The  removal  of  the  administration  building, 
heretofore  located  in  the  center  of  the  hospital 
grounds,  will  make  possible  the  construction  of  a 
modern  kitchen  of  sufficient  capacity  to  provide 
for  the  entire  institution,  and,  incidentally,  it 
might  be  well  to  state  the  cost  of  this  kitchen  when 
completed  will  represent  an  expenditure  as  great 
as  the  cost  of  a  modern  ten-story  building,  namely, 
about  $400,000. 

With  a  view  to  providing  additional  protection 
from  fire  and  minimize  both  odors  and  noise,  it  is 
proposed  that  the  morgue,  the  laundry,  and  all  of 
the  workshops,  be  located  on  the  Roxbury  Canal 
side  of  Albany  street,  thereby  removing  them 
entirely  from  the  present  hospital  grounds. 

The  sum  of  nearly  $2,000,000  has  been  expended 
for  buildings  and  equipment  at  the  Mattapan 
Tuberculosis  Hospital  since  the  transfer  of  the 
operation  of  this  institution  was  made  to  the 
Boston  City  Hospital  Department.  This  expendi- 
ture, upon  recommendation  of  the  Trustees  of  the 
Boston  City  Hospital,  represents  a  courageous  yet 
radical  departure  from  the  policy  heretofore 
pursued  in  the  treatment  and  care  of  persons 
afflicted  with  tuberculosis. 

The   Admission    Building   and     two    adjoining 


buildings  completed  this  year  will  provide  accom- 
modation for  250  bed  patients  with  provision  for 
the  treatment  of  patients  in  single  rooms  or  cubicles 
rather  than  large  numbers  in  open  wards.  Under 
the  open  ward  system  of  treatment  it  was  ex- 
tremely difficult  for  the  patient  to  secure  the  sleep 
necessary  for  the  cure  of  incipient  cases  due  to 
the  constant  coughing  of  other  patients  similarly 
afflicted.  The  introduction  of  the  cubicle  or 
single  room  system  permits  for  the  first  time  the 
receiving  of  incipient  cases  and  it  is  but  proper 
to  say  in  passing  that  the  cubicle  or  single  room 
system  adopted  at  the  Mattapan  Hospital  rep- 
resents the  most  forward  step  in  the  care  and  treat- 
ment of  tubercular  cases  of  any  American  city 
since  it  is  the  only  institution  thus  equipped. 

Aged  Poor  and  Chronic  Sick. 

The  adoption  by  the  Commonwealth  of  the  old- 
age  pension  law  in  all  probability  will  result  in  a 
reduction  in  the  number  of  inmates  at  the  Long 
Island  Hospital  and  the  adoption  of  a  program 
covering  a  period  of  twenty  years  may  render 
possible  the  abandonment  of  the  Long  Island 
Institutions  and  the  transfer  of  the  inmates  to 
the  mainland.  Pending  the  adoption  of  this  pro- 
gram, I  believe  it  both  wise  and  humane  to  erect 
at  Long  Island  a  recreation  hall,  where  the  inmates 
may  gather  for  diversion  in  quarters  that  are 
inviting  rather  than  compel  the  use  by  them  of 
the  present  unsanitary,  unwholesome  and  depress- 
ing concrete  basement  in  which  tney  have  so  long 
been  required  to  assemble. 

The  success  achieved  in  the  field  of  preventive 
medicine  in  tne  treatment  of  infectious  and  con- 
tagious diseases  common  to  children,  through  the 
use  of  serum  and  the  control  of  cross  infection, 
has  resulted,  notwithstanding  an  increase  in  popu- 
lation, in  a  tremendous  reduction  in  the  number 
of  patients  in  the  children's  wards  of  the  City 
Hospital.  I  have  requested  the  hospital  author- 
ities to  make  a  study  with  a  view  to  the  establish- 
ment of  a  chronic  hospital  upon  that  portion  of 
the  hospital  grounds  known  as  the  South  Depart- 
ment and  now  utilized  for  the  treatment  of  children 
with  infectious  diseases.  The  indications  are 
that,  with  the  rapid  strides  being  made  in  the 
treatment  of  this  class  of  cases,  a  portion  of  the 
Homeopathic  property  adjoining  the  main  hospital 
and  located  between  Concord  and  Stoughton 
streets  may  be  developed  for  the  treatment  of  this 
class  of  cases.  In  that  event  it  would  be  possible 
to  develop  in  the  area  now  given  over  to  children's 
infectious  diseases,  namely,  the  property  located 
between  Harrison  avenue,  Albany  street,  Massa- 
chusetts avenue  and  Northampton  street,  for  the 
erection  of  a  chronic  hospital. 

It  has  been  the  custom  during  the  past  half 
century  to  treat  unfortunates  afflicted  with  chronic 
diseases  at  the  Long  Island  institution.  The  dis- 
tance from  Long  Island  has  always  rendered  it 
difficult  for  the  municipality  to  secure  the  services 
of  the  ablest  s.irgeons  and  physicians  because  of 
the  length  of  time  consumed  in  journeying  from 
the  mainland  to  the  institution.  It  has  likewise 
been  a  problem  to  secure  the  ablest  class  of  pro- 
fessional men  and  women  to  minister  to  the  needs 
of  the  inmates  and  in  the  event  that  the  program 
as  here  outlined  can  be  consummated,  it  would 
be  possible  on  the  mainland  to  provide  the  highest 
possible  character  of  medical  and  surgical  services 
for  the  unfortunates  now  located  at  Long  Island. 

Park  Department. 

The  parks  and  playgrounds  of  any  city  are  an 
important  factor  in  the  conservation  of  public 
health  and  the  money  expended  either  for  the 
acquiring  of  additional  park  area  or  improvements 
of  existing  parks  or  playgrounds  nets  a  double 
return  to  the  community;  first,  important  im- 
proved facilities  for  recreation  necessary  to  health, 
and  second,  the  enhancement  and  value  over  a 
period  of  years  of  lands  acquired. 

The  Park  Department  of  the  city  has  been 
required  to  perform  a  greater  amount  of  work 
during  the  year  1930  than  in  any  previous  year  in 
the  history  of  the  department.  The  extension  of 
park  and  playground  facilities  has  afforded  oppor- 
tunity for  the  employment  of  large  numbers  of 
men  and  has  proven  a  most  prolific  source  of  wise 
investment  of  public  funds.  The  largest  single 
expenditure  in  this  connection  has  been  for  the 
completion  of  Columbus  Park  and  the  erection 
at  the  Strandway  of  the  new  L  Street  Bath  House. 
These  two  improvements  represent  a  total  expendi- 
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ture  approximating  $760,000  and  include  the  erec- 
tion of  a  stadium  with  accommodations  for  the 
seating  of  10,000  persons,  which  may  be  enlarged 
to  provide  for  70,000  persons. 

The  bathing  facilities  at  L  Street  have  long 
been  inadequate,  the  structure  a  fire  trap  and  the 
ever  present  possibility  that  in  the  event  of  con- 
flagration during  the  bathing  season  the  public 
would  be  deprived  of  a  privilege  long  enjoyed. 
Work  is  now  in  progress  upon  the  new  L  Street 
Bath  House  which  will  be  of  fireproof  construction 
and  open  the  entire  year,  with  hot  and  cold  salt 
water  showers.  It  will  be  the  first  municipal 
bath  house  in  the  world  containing  a  solarium 
with  quartz  glass  roof  through  which  it  will  be 
possible  for  the  citizens  of  Boston  unable  to 
journey  to  the  warmer  climates  during  the  winter 
season  to  enjoy  the  advantages  that  a  warmer 
climate  presents  without  any  of  the  disadvantages 
such  as  long  journeys  and  expensive  fares. 

The  attendance  at  the  Rose  Garden  at  Franklin 
Park  during  the  year  1930  equalled  the  numbers 
to  be  found  at  the  Kew  Gardens  in  London,  and 
with  a  view  to  making  this  section  even  more 
attractive,  a  rock  garden,  one  of  the  finest  to  be 
found  in  the  country,  was  this  year  constructed 
adjoining  the  Rose  Garden. 

For  many  years  the  condition  of  Muddy  river 
from  Leverett  pond  to  Brookline  avenue  has  con- 
stituted a  distinct  menace  to  public  health  both  in 
the  City  of  Boston  and  the  town  of  Brookline. 
Last  year  through  an  arrangement  made  with  the 
town  of  Brookline  and  representing  a  combined 
cost  of  $75,000,  it  was  possible  to  abate  this 
nuisance  and  provide  additional  safeguard  for 
public  health. 

In  observing  the  Tercentenary  of  the  Founding 
of  the  Massachusetts  Bay  Colony  it  was  but  fitting 
and  proper  that  a  suitable  memorial  be  erected  to 
commemorate  the  services  of  the  men  and  women 
through  whose  courage,  confidence  and  conscience 
may  be  traced  the  success  of  the  Massachusetts  Bay 
Colony,  and  for  this  purpose  the  sum  of  $45,000  was 
appropriated  for  the  erection  of  a  suitable  memorial 
at  the  Spruce  street  entrance  to  Boston  Common. 

The  program  for  improving  the  public  parks  and 
playgrounds  so  as  to  make  the  same  more  inviting 
for  general  use,  entailed  an  expenditure  approxi- 
mating $200,000  and  this  work  will  be  continued 
until  the  maximum  of  efficient  use  has  been 
established. 

At  a  cost  of  $200,000,  field  houses  and  shelters 
have  been  provided  at  twelve  playgrounds  through- 
out the  city,  while  more  than  fifty  additional 
instructors  were  employed  during  the  entire  season 
to  supervise  play  activities,  thereby  protecting 
the  children  and  preventing  them  from  indulging 
in  play  activities  upon  the  public  highways  at  a 
possible  cost  of  limb  and  life. 

For  many  years  it  has  been  customary  to  con- 
duct the  Randidge  Fund  excursions  for  children  at 
Long  Island  in  Boston  Harbor,  and  the  method  of 
transportation  was  the  boat  upon  which  prisoners 
were  sent  to  the  House  of  Correction  at  Deer  Island. 
With  a  view  to  providing  a  more  cheerful  atmos- 
phere these  excursions  were  last  year  conducted  at 
Castle  Island,  where  bathing  facilities  and  recrea- 
tional grounds  were  developed  and  the  most 
successful  excursions  ever  held  in  the  city  were 
enjoyed. 

The  improvements  made  in  the  East  Boston  sec- 
tion at  World  War  Memorial  Park  represented  a 
total  of  about  $100,000,  and  it  is  my  sincere  wish 
that  legislative  action  may  be  secured  to  provide 
the  sum  of  $1,000,000  this  year  for  the  purpose  of 
providing  a  marine  park  extending  from  World 
War  Memorial  Park  in  East  Boston  to  the 
Winthrop  line.  These  additional  recreational 
facilities  should  prove  of  great  benefit  to  the 
residents  of  East  Boston  and,  in  addition,  increase 
property  values  in  this  section  of  the  city. 

It  is  most  unfortunate  that  a  large  percentage  of 
the  citizenship  has  failed  to  take  advantage  of  the 
interesting  picture  unfolded  in  the  development 
work  being  conducted  at  the  East  Boston  Airport 
and  which  during  the  past  year  represented  an 
expenditure  of  about  $450,000.  There  is  no 
method  by  which  it  is  possible  to  visualize  the 
future  value  of  East  Boston's  Airport.  It  is, 
however,  significant  that  the  leading  automobile 
manufacturer  of  America  now  finds  it  advantageous 
to  fly  tri-motor  planes  direct  from  Detroit  to  the 
Airport,  there  to  be  crated  for  shipments  either 
to  Europe  or  South  America.  It  is  equally  sig- 
nificant that  the  passenger  traffic  by  air  at  the 
port  is  increasing  and  it  is  generally  accepted  that 


upon  completion  of  the  East  Boston  Tunnel  and 
with  a  widened  and  extended  Porter  street,  that 
Boston  will  not  only  have  one  of  the  largest  and 
best  located  but  the  most  accessible  airport  to  be 
found  in  the  world. 

With  a  view  to  relieving  unemployment  an  area 
comprising  nearly  7,000,000  feet  of  land  in  the  West 
Roxbury  and  Hyde  Park  sections  was  purchased 
for  the  purpose  of  establishing  a  municipal  golf 
course  thereon.  I  might  say  in  passing  that  we 
paid  an  average  of  2-|  cents  a  foot  for  that  land, 
within  the  city  limits.  At  the  present  time  the 
work  is  progressing  in  a  most  satisfactory  manner 
with  some  three  hundred  men  employed  in  clearing 
the  wooded  area  and  preparing  the  golf  course 
for  use  by  the  public.  To  those  persons  who 
have  not  availed  themselves  of  the  privilege  of 
playing  golf,  I  may  state,  from  personal  observation 
and  experience,  that  it  is  a  most  attractive  recrea- 
tion for  the  individual  and  in  addition  an  excellent 
investment  both  from  a  health  and  financial 
standpoint  for  any  municipality.  The  Franklin 
Park  Golf  Course  last  year  netted,  over  and  above 
maintenance  charges,  $20,000  revenue  to  the  city 
and  the  facilities  were  enjoyed  by  some  70,000 
persons. 

The  necessity  for  constant  expansion  and  im- 
provement of  the  parks  and  playgrounds  so  far  as 
finances  will  permit  must  be  evident  to  every 
citizen.  Among  other  improvements  which  I  am 
desirous  shall  at  least  be  started  are  the  following: 
a  double-barreled  roadway  throughout  the  park 
system;  a  boulevard  from  the  Strandway  to  and 
around  Castle  Island;  a  motor  yacht  basin  at 
Pleasure  Bay,  South  Boston ;  suitable  locker  and 
field  house  buildings  upon  all  public  playgrounds 
with  concrete  bleachers  upon  all  of  the  larger 
playgrounds;  and  tree  planting  upon  residential 
streets  wherever  possible. 

Governor  Square  Improvement. 
The  Legislature  in  1925  enacted  a  law  providing 
for  the  extension  of  the  Boylston  Street  Subway 
but,  notwithstanding  the  fact  that  the  demand  for 
traffic  relief  was  both  imperative  and  constant  by 
persons  obliged  to  travel  over  the  Commonwealth 
avenue  and  Beacon  street  lines  of  the  Boston  Ele- 
vated Railway  system,  nothing  was  done  in  the 
matter  until  1930.  The  bill  was  amended  to 
provide  that  the  work  upon  this  subway  extension 
be  performed  upon  a  day  labor  basis  under  the 
direction  of  the  Boston  Transit  Commission  and 
that  preference  in  employment  be  given  to  men 
who  had  served  in  the  Army,  Navy  or  Marine 
Corps  during  the  World  War.  The  work  is 
progressing  at  the  present  time  in  a  most  satis- 
factory manner,  with  three  shifts  of  workmen 
operating,  and  with  a  reasonable  certainty  that 
the  allotments  paid  in  the  Soldiers'  Relief  Depart- 
ment will  be  reduced  by  more  than  one-balf.  At 
the  present  time  more  than  600  service  men  are 
engaged  upon  this  work  and  as  a  result  of  a  recent 
conference  with  the  Elevated  Trustees  and  the 
Directors  of  the  Boston  Elevated  Railway  Company 
an  agreement  has  been  reached  for  an  extension  of 
the  structure  to  Audubon  circle,  which  will  increase 
the  amount  to  be  expended  from  $3,100,000  to 
about  $5,000,000,  thereby  providing  additional 
opportunities  for  the  men  upon  whom  the  Nation 
relied  for  its  continued  existence  during  the  period 
of  the  World  War. 

Additional  Transit  Facilities. 

It  is  most  unfortunate  that  the  Boston  Elevated 
Railway  System  has  been  conducted  at  a  loss 
during  the  year  1930.  Nevertheless,  the  con- 
venience of  the  traveling  public  and  a  due  regard 
for  property  values  in  the  business  section  of  the 
city  make  necessary  an  extension  of  rapid  transit 
facilities. 

The  program  as  outlined  by  the  Metropolitan 
Transit  Council  is  most  comprehensive  in  character 
and  while  it  involves  a  tremendous  expenditure  is 
unquestionably  necessary  for  the  welfare  of  the  city 
and  the  territory  served  by  the  electric  railway 
system.  Two  plans  have  been  drafted  by  the 
Metropolitan  Transit  District  officials  for  sub- 
mission to  the  Legislature. 

Route  one  should  begin  at  or  near  the  junction 
of  South  Huntington  and  Huntington  avenues  and 
follow  the  general  line  of  Huntington  avenue  to 
Stuart  street,  thence  along  Stuart  street  to  Colum- 
bus avenue,  thence  along  Columbus  avenue  and 
under  the  Common  to  a  new  station  to  be  con- 
structed near  the  present  Park  Street  Station, 
thence  under  Beacon   Hill   to   a   connection   with 
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the  East  Boston  Tunnel  at  Bowdoin  square,  and 
thence  by  new  construction  to  a  terminal  at,  or 
near,  Day  square,  East  Boston,  with  provision 
for  a  future  connection  with  the  Boston,  Kevere 
Beach  &  Lynn  Railroad. 

Route  two  should  begin  in  the  Brighton  section 
of  the  city,  west  of  Harvard  avenue,  and  in  general 
follow  the  line  of  Common  wealth  avenue  to  Gover- 
nor square,  thence  via  the  present  Bqylston  street 
and  Tremont  street  subways  to  a  point  on  Canal 
street  <  near  the  North  Station,  thence  via  the 
present  elevated  structure  and  viaduct  to  Lechmere 
square,  and  thence  by  new  construction  along  the 
general  line  of  the  Boston  &  Maine  Railroad, 
through  Winter  Hill  and  Davis  square  to  a  terminal 
in  North  Cambridge  or  Arlington. 

The  adoption  of  these  plans  will  represent  a 
total  expenditure  approximating  540,400,000. 
Notwithstanding  the  financial  burden  which  the 
adoption  of  these  nlans  represents  I  am  neverthe- 
less of  the  opinion  that  there  is  no  course  open  other 
than  approval. 

Traffic  Tunnel. 

The  most  forward  step  taken  in  traffic  facilities 
in  the  history  of  the  city  is  represented  in  the 
tunnel  to  be  constructed  to  East  Boston,  at  an 
estimated  expenditure  of  $16,000,000.  This  pro- 
ject, which  has  been  a  subject  for  study  since  1S43, 
and  which  was  originally  recommended  in  the 
Mayoral  Inaugural  of  1S68,  has  at  last  happily 
been  embarked  upon. 

Land-takings  have  been  made  upon  the  Boston 
and  the  East  Boston  sides,  and  specifications  for 
the  advertising  of  the  contract  to  build  the  tunnel 
will  be  available  during  the  present  month.  The 
completion  of  the  tunnel  will  necessitate  the  widen- 
ing and  extension  of  Porter  street  in  East  Boston 
so  that  a  suitable  and  direct  artery  to  the  airport 
may  be  established. 

Airport,  Harbor  Development  and  City 
Planning. 

The  Federal  Government  has  cooperated  and  it  is 
anticipated  that  legislation  will  shortly  be  enacted 
by  Congress  which  will  permit  of  the  transfer  of 
Governor's  Island  to  the  custody  of  the  City  of 
Boston.  The  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts, 
during  the  year  1930,  transferred  to  the  custody  of 
the  city,  state  land  necessary  for  airport  extension 
at  East  Boston,  and  with  the  razing  of  Governor's 
Island  and  the  reclamation  of  the  Bird  Island  flats 
the  Boston  Airport  when  completed  will  be  more 
accessible  to  the  business  district  of  the  city  than 
any  airport  in  the  world,  since  it  will  be  possible  to 
journey  via  tunnel  and  Porter  street  to  the  airport 
from  the  financial  district  in  five  minutes. 

The  Boston  Board  of  Port  Authority,  after  a  full 
year's  study,  drafted  plans  covering  a  program  of 
harbor  development  approximating  a  cost  of  over 
three  million  dollars  and  which  will  result  in  making 
the  main  ship  channel  not  only  larger  and  deeper 
but  more  inviting  and  accessible  to  the  commerce 
of  the  world. 

The  movement  for  the  removal  of  the  dis- 
criminatory system  of  differentials  to  which  may  be 
traced  in  large  measure  the  decadence  of  the  Port  of 
Boston  commercially  is  being  waged  with  a  reason- 
able assurance  of  success. 

The  program  submitted  by  the  City  Planning 
Board  for  a  central  high  speed  traffic  artery  and 
which  has  received  the  indorsement  of  the  leading 
business  organizations  represents  a  departure  from 
the  haphazard  and  highly  expensive  policy  of  street 
widening  which  has  been  in  vogue  since  the  estab- 
lishment of  the  city.  It  will,  in  all  probability, 
require  a  quarter  century  more  for  consummation 
but  upon  completion  will  unquestionably  justify 
the  vast  expenditure  required  and  necessary. 

Traffic  Department. 

The  success  attending  the  installation  of  traffic 
signal  systems,  both  from  the  standpoint  of  public 
safety  and  of  reducing  delay  in  traffic,  warrants  a 
continuance  of  the  aggressive,  forward-looking 
policy  that  has  characterized  the  work  of  the 
Traffic  Department  during  the  year  1930. 

The  friction  which  has  from  time  to  time  tended 
to  impede  the  efficiency  of  the  department  can,  in 
my  opinion,  be  obviated  by  the  centralizing  of 
authority  in  one  individual,  namely,  the  Traffic 
Commissioner,  and  a  bill  has  been  drafted  for  sub- 
mission to  the  Legislature  making  provision  for 
this  departure. 


Street  Laying-Out  Department. 

Since  May  1,  when  the  Legislature  made  the 
loan  for  the  making  of  highways  available  this  de- 
partment has  accepted  and  laid  out  new  streets  to 
the  number  of  ninety,  at  an  approximate  cost  of 
$1,800,000,  leaving  a  balance  for  the  year  1931  of 
approximately  $1,700,000.  Among  the  principal 
streets  particular  mention  is  made  of  the  North 
Harvard  street  widening,  grade  changes  in  Congress 
street,  the  widening  of  Morton  street,  the  widening 
of  River  street,  Dorchester,  and  alterations  in 
Washington  street,  Dorchester,  and  Washington 
street,  Boston  proper. 

Under  special  loans  authorized  by  the  Legis- 
lature the  Board  has  completed  the  work  of 
laying  out  Charles  street,  Summer  and  L  streets, 
and  Morton  street,  Dorchester. 

For  its  1931  program  the  Board  has  already 
started  its  work  on  Centre  street,  Weld  street. 
Cottage  avenue  in  West  Roxbury,  Monastery 
road  in  Brighton,  Preble  street  in  South  Boston 
and  Arlington  street,  Boston  proper. 

Public  Works  Department. 
During  the  past  year,  through  the  large  amount 
made  available  by  the  Legislature  and  from  the  tax- 
levy,  the  contract  work  done  amounted  to  a  total  of 
$6,898,675,  which  includes  only  a  very  small  sum 
for  contracts  not  as  yet  completed. 

Highway  Division. 

In  addition  to  the  new  streets  authorized  by  the 
Street  Commission  a  program  of  reconstruction 
and  repairing  of  existing  streets  and  granolithic 
sidewalks  represented  an  expenditure  in  the  sum 
of  $3,294,642,  which  sum  is  one  hundred  per  cent 
in  excess  of  the  amount  expended  in  any  previous 
year. 

Sewer  Division. 

The  important  work  comprised  extension  of 
Stony  brook,  Savin  Hill  improvement,  work  at  the 
Calf  Pasture  pumping  station,  and  surface  drain- 
age for  the  ninety  streets  laid  out  by  the  Street 
Commissioners  this  year.  The  amount  author- 
ized and  expended  for  sewerage  works  will  ap- 
proximate $1,555,462. 

Bridge  and  Ferry  Division. 
Important  projects  were  the  construction  of  Con- 
gress Street  Bridge,  L  Street  Bridge,  and  a  new 
ferryboat  which,  with  miscellaneous  other  work, 
made  a  total  of  $1,491,000. 

Water  Division. 

The  small  amount  of  contract  work  in  this 
division  is  accounted  for  by  a  slump  in  building 
activity.  The  total  number  of  services  installed 
was  33  per  cent  less  than  last  year,  with  even  a 
greater  decrease  in  the  extension  of  pipe  mains  for 
such  services.  This  reduced  the  amount  of  con- 
tract work  for  this  division  to  the  comparatively 
small  total  of  $557,571. 

The  contribution  by  the  Public  Works  Depart- 
ment with  a  total  of  nearly  seven  million  dollars  for 
construction  contracts  during  last  year  contributed 
greatly  to  the  relief  of  unemployment,  as  it  has  been 
estimated  by  national  road  authorities  that  prac- 
tically 70  per  cent  of  the  total  expenditure  for  road 
construction  can  be  assigned  to  labor,  either  on 
the  site  of  the  work  or  at  the  origin  of  and  trans- 
portation of  materials. 

Program  for  1931. 
Legislative  approval  has  been  asked  for  two 
million  dollars  for  reconstruction  of  old  streets  and 
one  and  one-half  million  dollars  for  the  reconstruc- 
tion of  Chelsea  North  Bridge,  and  two  million 
dollars  for  the  extension  of  the  covered  channels 
of  Stony  brook  and  its  tributaries,  which  we  hope 
if  approved  will  make  our  record  of  contract  ex- 
penditure for  the  year  1931  equal  to  that  of  1930. 

Law  Department. 
Prior  to  1930  all  claims  for  damages  against  the 
city,  resulting  from  defects  in  the  highway,  were 
investigated  by  the  Claims  Division  of  the  Boston 
Police  Department.  This  system  was  changed  and 
a  new  division  of  the  Law  Department  established, 
known  as  the  Investigating  Division,  and  all  claims 
of  every  nature  against  the  city  were  assigned  to 
this  division  for  investigation  and  report.  Upon 
the  inauguration  of  this  plan  of  investigation  of 
cases  a  policy  of  eliminating  fraudulent  claims 
against  the  city  for  defects  in  the  highway  was 
commenced  and  as  a  result  the  city  has  saved  at 
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least  one  hundred  thousand  dollars  in  the  past 
year.  This  policy  has  the  additional  advantage  of 
having  discouraged  the  bringing  of  false  and  base- 
less claims  and  suits  against  the  city  for  alleged 
accidents  in  the  highways  and  will  result  in  a  still 
greater  saving  for  the  year  1931  and  subsequent 
years. 

Soldieks'  Relief. 

During  the  year  1930  the  Soldiers'  Relief  De- 
partment of  the  City  of  Boston  expended  $425,000 
for  the  relief  of  the  veterans,  and  the  families  or 
dependents  of  veterans  of  all  wars.  An  investiga- 
tion disclosed  the  fact  that  the  cities  and  towns  of 
the  Commonwealth  were  providing  aid  that  should 
properly  be  furnished  by  the  Federal  Government. 

With  a  view  to  correcting  this  injustice,  special 
counsel  was  engaged  some  five  months  ago  for  the 
purpose  of  compiling  all  lawB  relative  to  aid  for 
veterans  and  their  dependents.  It  was  found  upon 
investigation  that  the  cities  and  towns  of  the  Com- 
monwealth had  been  for  many  years  paying  an 
amount  in  excess  of  one  million  dollars  annually  to 
veterans  and  their  dependents  which  sum  should 
be  provided  through  the  Federal  treasury.  A 
meeting  was  called  to  which  were  invited  soldiers' 
relief  commissioners  and  representatives  of  the 
veterans'  organizations  of  the  Commonwealth  for 
the  purpose  of  considering  this  all-important  sub- 
ject which  represented  an  annual  unfair  levy  upon 
the  City  of  Boston  alone  of  approximately  $250,000. 
A  draft  of  the  legislation  which  it  is  proposed  shall 
be  submitted  to  the  Federal  law-making  bodies 
was  considered  at  the  meeting  and  received  the 
unanimous  indorsement  of  every  city  and  town  in 
the  Commonwealth,  in  addition  to  a  pledge  of 
support  for  its  enactment  by  every  veteran  organ- 
ization. It  was  the  consensus  of  opinion  of  the 
soldiers'  relief  departments  of  the  Commonwealth 
and  the  veterans'  organizations  that  it  was  the 
duty  of  the  federal  Government,  upon  whose 
call  the  men  were  mustered  to  the  colors  for  the 
defense  of  country,  to  provide  for  their  needs, 
except  insofar  as  it  affected  temporary  relief  due  to 
industrial  depression. 

The  legislation  sponsored  by  the  City  of  Boston 
and  indorsed  by  every  city  and  town  in  the  Com- 
monwealth will  be  submitted  to  Congress  during 
the  present  session  and  provides  for  increased  com- 
pensation, not  only  for  veterans  and  their  families, 
but  liberal  allowances  for  widows  and  dependents 
of  those  who  died  in  the  service  of  their  country. 

Finance. 

Boston  has  long  enjoyed  an  enviable  financial 
reputation  among  the  great  cities  of  the  country. 
This  has  been  accomplished  through  prudent  and 
economical  management  of  matters  financial  over 
a  long  period  of  years.  Scrupulous  care  in  financing 
current  obligations  from  taxes  and  providing  only 
for  permanent  improvements  from  bond  issues 
have  been  the  means  through  which  wre  have 
developed  this  splendid  result.  During  the  past 
year,  with  its  abnormal  conditions  of  business 
depression  and  excessive  unemployment,  the  city 
has  courageously  faced  its  obligations  and  financed 
all  its  relief  to  needy  citizens  without  resort  to  bond 
issues.  Temporary  loans  in  anticipation  of  taxes 
were  issued  during  1930  to  the  amount  of 
$22,000,000.  The  last  of  these  loans  was  paid 
on  October  7,  1930,  and  no  temporary  loans  were 
outstanding  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

According  to  a  sound  financial  policy  adopted 
by  me  in  1922,  the  first  year  of  my  previous 
administration,  the  books  of  the  city  will  be  kept 
open  for  approximately  three  weeks  in  order  to 
pay  every  known  liability  incurred  during  the 
year  1930.  Upon  the  closing  of  the  books,  there 
will  be  a  substantial  cash  surplus  remaining,  esti- 
mated at  more  than  $1,250,000,  notwithstanding 
the  heavy  financial  demands  made  upon  the  city 
in  a  year  of  great  business  depression.  Truly  a 
most  remarkable  showing. 

Responsibility  or  Mayor. 
The  Charter  of  1909  was  drafted  with  a  view  to 
centralizing  responsibility  in  the  Mayor  and  it  has 
been  my  purpose  to  conduct  the  activities  of  the 
city  upon  a  strictly  business  rather  than  on  a 
political  basis.  Under  the  provisions  of  the 
Charter,  monthly  conferences  of  department  heads 
have  been  held  for  the  consideration  of  municipal 
problems.  In  my  opinion,  since  the  members  of 
the  City  Council  are  co-directors  of  city  affairs,  it 
would  appear  but  proper  that  they  be  invited  to 


participate  in  these  monthly  conferences  and  it  is 
my   purpose    that    such   invitation    be   hereafter 
extended. 
.  Conclusion. 

In  conclusion,  I  invite  the  cooperation  not  only 
of  the  Boston  City  Council  but  of  the  Press,  the 
Chamber  of  Commerce  and  all  other  agencies  in 
the  consummation  of  the  work  which  under  the 
law  we  are  required  to  perform  during  the  current 
year.  I  am  firm  in  the  belief  that  the  year  1931 
will  be  most  prosperous  and  that  definite  steps  will 
be  taken  to  prevent  a  recurrence  of  the  industrial 
depression  so  much  in  evidence  during  1930. 

We  are  gradually  shedding  the  fear  which  in  so 
large  a  measure  has  been  responsible  for  the  ills 
which  have  afflicted  us  during  the  year  1930  and 
if  we  can  but  approach  the  future  with  the  faith 
that  inspired  the  founders  of  the  Massachusetts 
Bay  Colony  and  the  builders  of  the  nation,  a 
larger  measure  of  happiness,  prosperity  and  plenty 
should  be  the  lot  of  everyone. 

I  recommend  for  your  earnest  consideration  a 
study  during  the  present  year  of  ways  and  means 
of  adoption  in  1932  of  a  five-day  working  week  for 
all  persons  in  the  employ  of  the  City  of  Boston. 
In  all  matters  for  the  amelioration  of  conditions 
that  bear  heavily  upon  the  workers  the  city  should 
be  the  leader  and  not  the  follower.  The  substitu- 
tion of  automatic  machinery  for  labor  in  every 
field  of  activity  has  in  the  past  ten  years  displaced 
in  the  United  States  approximately  3,000,000  of 
workers  and  competent  authorities  estimate  that 
a  like  number  will  be  displaced  during  the  succeed- 
ing ten  years.  Inventive  genius  and  scientific 
development  in  the  machine  field  is  essential  to 
the  progress  of  the  Nation  and  should  be  utilized 
for  the  Benefit  of  all  rather  than  for  the  enrich- 
ment of  a  few.  A  reduction  in  the  days  of  the 
working  week  so  that  the  machine  may  continue 
to  be  the  slave  of  man  rather  than  have  man 
become  the  slave  of  the  machine,  in  my  opinion, 
justifies  this  departure.  The  adoption  generally 
of  the  five-day  Week  should  prove  beneficial  to  all 
the  people  and  is  worthy  of  our  more  serious 
thought. 

With  the  sincere  wish  that  the  same  harmonious 
relations  that  have  been  in  evidence  during  the 
past  year  may  continue  during  1931  and  that  our 
every  act  shall  be  solely  for  the  public  weal,  I  bid 
you,  one  and  all,  a  Happy  New  Year. 

Mayor  Curley's  address,  beginning  at  2.05  p.  m. 
and  ending  at  2.57  p.  m.,  was  greeted  with  applause, 
and  at  the  conclusion  Mayor  Curley  and  suite 
retired  from  the  Council  Chamber. 

Chairman  COX  called  the  Council  to  order  at 
3.19  p.  m.,  directing  the  clerk  to  call  the  roll. 
The  roll  call  showed  all  the  members  of  the  Council 
present. 

Chairman  COX — The  Chair  awaits  the  pleasure 
of  the  Council. 

Coun.  DOWD — Mr.  President,  I  move  that  we 
now  take  a  recess  of  fifteen  minutes. 

Chairman  COX — The  Chair  would  state  that, 
if  it  is  desired  to  take  a  recess,  what  is  in  effect  a 
recess  may  be  taken  while  the  Council  is  drawing 
jurors. 

Coun.  Dowd  did  not  press  his  motion. 


JURORS   DRAWN. 

Jurors  were  drawn,  under  the  law,  Councilors 
Ruby  and  Green  successively  presiding  at  the  box 
in  the  absence  of  the  Mayor,  as  follows: 

Six  additional  traverse  jurors,  Superior  Criminal 
Court,  Second  Session,  to  appear  January  12, 
1931: 

William  Canty,  Ward  2;  James  J.  Fennessey, 
Ward  6;  Clark  W.  Wilson,  Ward  7;  Bernard  J. 
Fitzsimmons,  Ward  10:  Edward  Davis,  Ward  15; 
Arthur  E.  Reed,  Ward  18. 

Twenty-four  traverse  jurors,  Superior  Civil 
Court,  First  Session,  January  Sitting,  to  appear 
February  2,  1931: 

John  J.  O'Neil,  Ward  3;  Edward  J.  Somers, 
Ward  5;  Oliver  E.  Williams,  Ward  5;  Thomas  J. 
Huxley,  Ward  6;  John  J.  Harrington,  Ward  7; 
Edward  L.  Fandell,  Ward  8;  John  F.  Sullivan, 
Ward  8;  Ceorge  E.  Blackmer,  Ward  9;  William 
T.  Brennan,  Ward  10;  Hans  C.  Nielson,  Ward  11; 
Isadore  H.  Robinson,  Ward  12;  Kenneth  W. 
Houghton,  Ward  15;  George  S.  Newell,  Ward  15; 
James    E.    Porter,   Ward    16;     Thomas   Forsyth, 
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Ward  18;  Raymond  E.  Berry,  Ward  18;  Thomas 
J.  Collins,  Ward  19;  Arthur  R.  Farnham,  Ward 
19;  Walter  R.  Hassett,  Ward  19;  William  A.  Nor- 
cott,  Ward  20;  John  Rainard,  Ward  20;  John  J. 
Brady,  Ward  21;  Charles  Weiss,  Ward  21;  Fred- 
erick W.  Hurley,  Ward  22. 

Twenty-five  traverse  jurors,  Superior  Civil 
Court,  Second  Session,  January  Sitting,  to  appear 
February  2,  1931; 

Harry  M.  Carlson,  Ward  1;  Earl  M.  Kirk, 
Ward  1;  Nelson  Beaudry,  Ward  6;  Angelo  R. 
Chapin,  Ward  7;  Maurice  L.  Leonard,  Ward  7; 
Frank  A.  Robison,  Ward  7;  Gerald  G.  Cooney, 
Ward  8;  Michael  F.  Johnson,  Ward  8;  John  T. 
Schuyler,  Ward  9;  Frank  J.  Scott,  Ward  9; 
Edmund  F.  Ward,  Ward  9;  William  E.  Garrity, 
Ward  10;  George  L.  Rowell,  Ward  12;  Robert  W. 
Tucker,  Ward  14;  Jules  DeRoeck,  Ward  15;  Wil- 
liam J.  Nagle,  Ward  15;  Patrick  J.  Conley, 
Ward  16;  Francis  M.  Glynn,  Ward  16;  John  F. 
O'Malley,  Ward  16;  Frank  W.  Blanchard,  Ward 
17;  Christian  Hansen,  Ward  17;  Bernard  L. 
Kenney,  Ward  17;  George  W.  Seaburg,  Ward  18; 
Richard  A.  Hedinger,  Ward  22;  Frank  A,  Stroh- 
meyer,  Ward  22. 

Twenty-seven  traverse  jurors,  Superior  Civil 
Court,  Third  Session,  January  Sitting,  to  appear 
February  2,  1931: 

John  Joseph  Seward,  Ward  2;  Edward  M.  Ber- 
nerd,Ward3;  Carroll  M.  Page,  Ward  3;  Frederick 
W.  Hollis,  Ward  5;  Walter  C.  MacCready,  Ward  5; 
David  Rabinovitz,  Ward  5;  Harry  Ellison  Webb, 
Ward  5;  Edward  C.  Hardy,  Ward  6;  Thomas  F. 
Smallcomb,  Ward  6;  John  J.  McCarthy,  Ward  7; 
Stephen  Ellsworth,  Ward  8;  George  T.  Hayes, 
Ward  8;  Francis  J.  McGonagle,  Ward  8;  Max 
Blumerfield,  Ward  9;  Charles  F.  Warren,  Ward  9; 
Herman  A.  Lowe,  Ward  10  ;  Michael  F.  Meskill, 
Ward  10;  William  J.  Nichols,  Ward  10;  John  H. 
Curley,  Ward  13;  Abraham  Shenkel,  Ward  14; 
Chester  M.  Vosmus,  Ward  14;  Francis  H.  Ahern, 
Ward  13;  Coleman  F.  Fitzpatrick,  Ward  15; 
Chester  A.  Powers,  Ward  15;  Simon  S.  Curlev, 
Ward  16;  Henry  Doell,  Ward  20;  Louis  J.  Dobbin. 
Ward  22. 

Twenty-eight  traverse  jurors,  Superior  Civil 
Court,  Fourth  Session,  January  Sitting,  to  appear 
February  2,  1931; 

Louis  Blasi,  Ward  1;  Louis  Kerrigan,  Ward  1; 
James  H.  O'Keefe,  Ward  1;  Frank  G.  Roome. 
Ward  1;  Fred  H.  Fitzgerald,  Ward  2;  John  J. 
Williams,  Ward  2;  Hugo  John,  Ward  4;  James 
Honohan,  Ward  5;  Edmund  Quincy,  Ward  5; 
Hugh  V.  Hamilton,  Ward  6;  Herman  B.  Biesen- 
beck,  Ward  7;  Frank  J.  Gill,  Ward  8;  Edward  E. 
MeFarland,  Ward  9;  Robert  J.  Dunn,  Ward  10; 
Edward  J.  Freeley,  Ward  10;  Arthur  Pollack, 
Ward  14;  James  P.  McKenzie,  Ward  15;  Albert 
Beck,  Ward  17;  Morris  Dunsky,  Ward  17; 
Charles  R.  Eichorn,  Ward  17;  Oscar  A.  Gustafson, 
Ward  18;  John  E.  Jones,  Ward  18;  Joseph  F. 
Lynch,  Ward  18;  John  Mathey,  Ward  18;  William 
G.  Saunders,  Ward  19;  Thomas  R.  Taylor,  Ward 
19;  Frank  S.  Mason,  Ward  20;  Frederick  C 
Trautwein,  Ward  20. 

Twenty-six  traverse  jurors,  Superior  Civil 
Court,  Fifth  Session,  January  Sitting,  to  appear 
February  2,  1931: 

George  F.  Coffin,  Ward  1;  Harold  C.  DingweU, 
Ward  1;  John  T.  Maloney,  Ward  5;  William  J. 
Monahan,  Ward  2;  Robert  Shea,  Ward  2;  William 
E.  Brickley,  Ward  3;  Fred  H.  Mospan,  Ward  3; 
Robert  D.  King,  Ward  4;  Charles  J.  Sehreck, 
Ward  4;  Charles  S.  Boogusch,  Ward  5;  Wilfred  A. 
Rogers,  Ward  5;  Augustin  D.  Brennan,  Ward  8; 
Thomas  F.  Burke,  Ward  8;  Michael  Kearney, 
Ward  8;  Clarence  1.  Boutilier,  Ward  12;  Abraham 
Knight,  Ward  14;  Joseph  P.  Ryan,  Ward  16; 
Arthur  E.  Crowe,  Ward  18;  Harrv  R.  Davies, 
Ward  19;  John  R.  Bouldry,  Ward  20;  Addison  H. 
Lowell,  Ward  20;  Jeremiah  J.  McCarthy,  Ward 
20;  Michael  D.  Donnelly,  Ward  21;  John  C. 
Nelson,  Ward  21;  John  W.  Ross,  Wrard  21;  WTalter 
E.  Smith,  Ward  21. 

Twenty-eight  traverse  jurors,  Superior  Civil 
Court,  Sixth  Session,  January  Sitting,  to  appear 
February  2,  1931: 

Filippo  Romano,  Ward  1;  Antonio  Tringale, 
Ward  1;  James  C.  Lanagan,  Ward  2;  John  F. 
McAuliffe,  Ward  2;  William  McPherson,  Ward  2; 


John  Warren,  Ward  2;  Richard  H.  Cosby,  Ward  3; 
John  B.  Kelsey,  Ward  3;  Coleman  J.  Foley,  Ward 
4;  John  J.  Lydon,  Ward  6;  Thomas  A.  Cooper,  Jr., 
Ward  8;  Edward  F.  Didion,  Ward  8;  Frank  Harvey, 
Ward  8;  Michael  Garaghty,  Ward  8;  Arthur  S. 
Nickerson,  Ward  8;  Luke  J.  Brennan,  Ward  10; 
Denis  Kennedy,  Ward  10;  Patrick  G.  LaBollita, 
Ward  15;  John  V.  Travers,  Ward  15;  Timothy 
Donohue,  Ward  16;  Alfred  G.  Norris,  Ward  16; 
Harry  L.  Newman,  Ward  16;  Edward  Brady, 
Ward  18;  Francis  J.  Morrissey,  Ward  18;  James 
P.  English,  Ward  18;  Frank  G.  McDonald,  Ward 
19;  Edward  T.  Norton,  Ward  19;  Oscar  F. 
Anderson,   Ward   22. 

Twenty-seven  traverse  Jurors,  Superior  Civil 
Court,  Seventh  Session,  January  Sitting,  to  appear 
February  2,  1931: 

John  J.  Gillespie,  Ward  1;  Frank  J.  McCormick, 
Ward  1;  Edward  D.  Sharkey,  Ward  1;  John  T. 
Lundquist,  Ward  3;  Stephen  R.  H.  Codman,  Ward 
5;  George  F.  Felton,  Ward  5;  John  Hutchins,  Ward 
5;  Dennis  E.  Dennehy,  Ward  6;  William  F.  Lloyd, 
Ward  7;  Francis  J.  Coughlin,  Ward  8;  David  W. 
Lockhart,  Ward  9;  James  W.  Daly,  Ward  9; 
Robert  H.  Green,  Ward  10;  John  Haussler,  Jr., 
Ward  10;  James  J.  Kellev,  Ward  10;  John  T. 
Lennon,  Ward  10;  John  P.  O'Dowd,  Ward  10; 
Bernard  F.  Diettrich,  Ward  11;  Arthur  Gallagher, 
Ward  11;  Abraham  Shuman,  Ward  14;  Isaac 
Shuman,  Ward  14;  George  A.  Nelson,  Ward  18; 
Arthur  F.  Desmond,  Ward  18;  Albert  D.  Bern- 
hardt, Ward  18;  Salvatore  R.  Giorgio,  Ward  19; 
Frank  E.  Mintzer,  Ward  21,  John  J.  Murphy, 
Ward  21. 

Thirty-one  traverse  jurors,  Superior  Criminal 
Court,  First  Session,  to  appear  February  2,  1931: 

William  Luppold.  Ward  1;  Joseph  Pomer,  Ward 
1;  Harry  Jones,  Ward  3;  Leonard  F.  Lawrence, 
Ward  5;  Henry  Mason,  Ward  5;  Walter  Clem- 
ents, Ward  6;  Elmer  M.  Delano,  Ward  7;  William 
M.  Kennedy,  Ward  7;  John  F.  Walsh,  Ward  8; 
John  J.  Coffev,  Ward  10;  John  J.  Conwav,  Ward 
10;  Thomas  F"  Long,  Ward  11;  Alfred  H.  Pinkham, 
Ward  13;  Max  Bocholtz,  Ward  14;  William  J. 
Finnigan,  Ward  14;  John  A.  Youvanian,  Ward  14; 
Eugene  C.  Clark,  Ward  15;  Louis  F.  Allaire,  Jr., 
Ward  16;  William  F.  Campbell.  Ward  16;  Jeremiah 
Monohan,  Ward  16;  John  P.  O'Donnell,  Ward  16; 
William  H.  Shaw.  Ward  16;  William  C.  Burdick, 
Ward  17;  Alexander  R.  Keltie,  Ward  16;  Walter 
D.  Stevens,  Ward  17;  Frank  G.  Bryant,  Ward  20; 
Napoleon  L.  Dufresne,  Ward  20;  Louis  H.  Hamlin, 
Ward  20;  Warren  I.  McManus,  Ward  11;  John  H. 
Ramsay,  Ward  20;  John  Carson,  Ward  22. 

Twelve  traverse  jurors,  Superior  Criminal 
Court,  Second  Session,  to  appear  February  9, 
1931: 

Robert  W.  Burke.  Ward  7;  William  P.  Carroll, 
Ward  10;  Ralph  Stahl,  Ward  11;  Patrick  J.  Walsh, 
Ward  13;  Edward  E.  Titlebaum,  Ward  14;  Cor- 
nelius J.  Murphy,  Ward  15;  Meyer  Bornstein, 
Ward  17;  James  E.  Hobbs,  Ward  18;  William  A. 
Teasley,  Ward  19;  John  D.  Dickman,  Ward  20; 
William  Moir,  Ward  20;  Patrick  J.  Morrissey, 
Ward  20. 

Thirty-one  traverse  jurors,  Superior  Criminal 
Court,  Third  SessioD,  to  appear  February  9,  1931: 

Dennis  J.  Bradley,  Ward  1;  John  J.  Denehy, 
Ward  1;  Francis  J.  Shea,  Ward  2;  Patrick  Anas- 
tasi,  Ward  3:  Charles  E.  Brann,  Ward  4;  Dan 
Kelley,  Ward  6;  Albert  C.  Stearns,  Ward  6; 
Marcus  P.  King,  Ward  7;  Charles  F.  Goslong, 
Ward  S;  James  J.  Murphv,  Ward  8;  Henry  G. 
Brusard,  Ward  9;  William  W.  Ridgett,  Ward  9; 
Barnev  Cox.  Ward  10;  William  J.  Shea,  Ward  10  ; 
Fred  C.  Mund,  Ward  11;  Leo  Schroth,  Ward  11; 
Frank  X.  Wessling,  Ward  11;  Roy  P.  Cooper, 
Ward  12;  Martin  J.  Concannon,  Ward  14;  Joseph 
E.  Harding,  Ward  15;  John  J.  Corbett,  Jr.,  Ward 
16;  WTilliam  J.  McCorkle,  Ward  16;  Chester  H. 
Wilev,  Ward  16;  James  W.  A.  Fries,  Ward  17: 
David  G.  Brean,  Ward  18;  Joseph  F.  Ryan,  Ward 
18;  William  J.  McCart,  Ward  19;  George  Scherer, 
Ward  19;  William  A.  Barrett,  Ward  22;  Fred  J. 
Byrne,  Ward  22;   William  S.  O'Brien,  Ward  22. 

Thirty-one  traverse  jurors,  Superior  Criminal 
Court,  Fourth  Session,  to  appear  February  2,  1931: 

Joseph  Naples,  Ward  1;  John  J.  Fox,  Ward  2; 
Thomas  Gaffey,  Ward  3;  Abraham  Sherman, 
Ward  3;    John  A.  Gillis,  Ward  4;    Frank  J.  Hoi- 


JANUARY    5,    1931. 


denied,  Ward  4;  Roger  Amory,  Ward  5;  John  P. 
Devine,  Ward  5 ;  John  J.  Coyne,  Ward  7;  Thomas 
L.  Keohane,  Ward  7;  John  J.  Leary,  Ward  7; 
Malachi  G.  Duffy,  Ward  8;  Carl  O.  Anderson, 
Ward  9;  Carl  A.  Bridges,  Ward  9;  William  H. 
Thompson,  Ward  9;  William  M.  Rush,  Ward  10; 
Adolph  S.  Cantor,  Ward  12;  Nathan  Umans,  Ward 
14;  Robert  F.  Meffan,  Ward  15;  Peter  Donnelly, 
Ward  16;  James  E.  Higgins,  Ward  16;  Frank  J. 
Long,  Ward  16;  Henry  M.  Morgan,  Ward  18; 
Harvey  R.  Reid,  Ward  18;  Ernest  J.  Stirzaker, 
Ward  18;  Arthur  C.  Burr,  Ward  19;  Julius  M.  A. 
Kapff,  Ward  19;  Arthur  V.  Gustafson,  Ward  17; 
Robert  A.  McPherson,  Ward  21;  Walter  Ashley, 
Ward  21;  James  C.  Moor.e,  Ward  22. 

Thirty-one  traverse  jurors,  Superior  Criminal 
Court,  Fifth  Session,  to  appear  February  9,  1931 

Herman  W.  F.  De  Witt,  Ward  1;  Patrick  F 
O'Meara,  Ward  3;  Lester  F.  Boyce,  Ward  4 
Edward  P.  Slye,  Ward  4;  Edward  M.  Walsh 
Ward  4;  Frank  H.  Burton,  Ward  5;  John  J 
Collins,  Ward  6;  James  Connolly,  Ward  6 
Michael  Connolly,  Ward  6;  John  J.  O'Connor 
Ward  6;  Thomas  0' Leary,  Ward  6;  Frank  Fulton 
Hayes,  Ward  7;  George  E.  Currie,  Ward  8 
Fountain  Lloyd,  Ward  9;  Patrick  F.  Cronin 
Ward  10;  Joseph  McCarthy,  Ward  10;  Thomas 
P.  J.  Curley,  Ward  11;  Dennis  H.  O'Brien,  Ward 
13;  Jacob  Diamond,  Ward  14;  David  Treeman, 
Ward  14;  Walter  N.  Elliott,  Ward  15;  John  C. 
Treanor,  Ward  15;  Stephen  J.  Hutchinson, 
Ward  16;  Timothy  Shannon,  Ward  16;  Walter  S. 
Sullivan,  Ward  16;  Dennis  L.  Finn,  Ward  17; 
Daniel  G.  O'Connor,  Ward  17;  Harry  A.  Sharkey, 
Ward  19;  George  T.  Jenkins,  Ward  20;  irancis 
C.  Piaff,  Ward  20;   Harry  M.  Hetcher,  Ward  21. 


ELECTION   OF   PRESIDENT. 

Coun.  MURRAY — Mr.  President,  I  move  that 
we  now  proceed  to  take  a  vote  for  the  election  of  a 
president. 

Coun.  Murray's  motion  prevailed,  and  the  clerk 
was  instructed  to  call  the  roll  so  that  the  members 
might  announce  their  choice. 

Coun.  DOWD— Mr.  President. 

Chairman  COX — The  Council  having  voted  to 
proceed  to  vote  for  a  president,  the  gentleman  is 
out  of  order. 

Coun.  DOWD — Mr.  President,  I  wish  to  rise  to 
a  point  of  personal  privilege,  in  as  much  as  I  was 
on  my  feet. 

Chairman  COX — The  gentleman  asks  unani- 
mous consent  to  make  a  statement. 

Coun.  DOWD— I  do,  Mr.  President. 

Chairman  COX — If  there  is  no'  objection,  the 
gentleman  may  proceed. 

Coun.  DOWD — Mr.  President,  I  simply  want 
to  state  that  I  am  not  a  candidate  for  the  office  of 
president,  for  the  simple  reason  that  I  realize  only 
too  well  that  I  would  have  just  as  much  chance  of 
winning  it  as  anybody  from  East  Gelotty.  In  the 
first  place,  the  Mayor  doesn't  desire  anybody  in 
the  president's  chair  whom  he  cannot  handle.  So 
I  am  going  to  ask  my  friends  who  have  pledged 
me  their  personal  support  not  to  vote  for  me  on 
any  ballot  that  is  taken. 

The  clerk  called  the  roll,  and  the  members 
announced  their  choice  for  president  for  the 
ensuing  year  as  follows: 

For  Joseph  McGrath — Coun.  Arnold,  Bush,  Cox, 
Curtis,  Donovan,  Englert,  Fish,  Fitzgerald, 
Gallagher,  Gleason,  Green,  Hein,  Lynch,  Maloney, 
McGrath,  Murray,  Norton,  Power — 18. 

For  Edward  M.  Gallagher — Coun.  Dowd. 

For  John  F.  Dowd — Coun.  Kelly. 

For  Robert  Gardiner  Wilson,  Jr. — Coun.  Ruby. 

For  Israel  Ruby — Coun.  Wilson. 

And  Coun.  McGrath  was  declared  elected 
President  of  the  Council. 

Coun.  DOWD — Mr.  President,  I  desire  to  make 
it  unanimous,  if  there  is  no  objection. 

Chairman  COX — The  motion  is  out  of  order. 

Chairman  COX  appointed  as  a  committee  to 
escort  President  McGrath  to  the  chair  Coun. 
Donovan  and  Gallagher.  They  performed  the 
duty  assigned,  amid  applause. 

President  McGRATH— The  Chair  wants  to 
thank  all  the  members  of  the  Council  who  made 
possible  his  election  to  this  high  office  and  also  to 
assure  all  the  members  of  the  Council  of  his 
unbiased  and  hearty  cooperation  during  the  com- 
ing year.  I  would  simply  say  that  if  my  year  as 
president  of  this  body  is  as  successful  from  every 


angle  as  was  that  of  the  last  president,  I  will  feel 
that  I  have  done  a  real  service  for  the  year  1931. 
In  return,  I  ask  all  the  members  for  their  hearty 
cooperation  toward  the  end  that  we  may  all  have 
a  pleasant  and  a  harmonious  year  in  the  Boston 
City  Council.  Again,  gentlemen,  I  thank  you  all. 
[Applause.] 


TEMPORARY  LOAN  IN  ANTICIPATION  OF 
TAXES. 
The  following  was  received; 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  January  5,  1931. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  am  submitting  herewith  cus- 
tomary order  for  temporary  loan  in  anticipation  of 
taxes  for  1931,  and  respectfully  recommend 
its  adoption. 

James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

Ordered,  That  to  provide  temporarily  money  to 
meet  the  appropriations  for  the  financial  year  1931, 
the  City  Treasurer  issue  and  sell,  at  such  times  and  . 
in  such  amounts  as  he  may  deem  best,  notes  or 
certificates  of  indebtedness  of  the  City  of  Boston 
not  exceeding  twenty-five  million  dollars  in  the 
total,  in  anticipation  of  the  taxes  of  the  current 
municipal  year;  that  all  such  notes  or  certificates  of 
indebtedness  be  dated  the  day  the  money  for  the 
same  is  received,  be  made  payable  with  the  inter- 
est thereon  within  one  year  of  their  date  from  the 
taxes  of  the  year  1931,  and  bear  interest  from 
their  date  until  the  same  are  made  payable  at 
such  rate  as  the  City  Auditor,  the  City  Treasurer 
and  the  Mayor  may  determine. 

On  motion  of  Coun.  LYNCH  the  rule  was  sus- 
pended and  the  order  was  passed,  yeas  22,  nays  0. 


ELIMINATION  OF  PORT  DIFFERENTIALS. 

The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  January  5,  1931. 
To  the  Honorable  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — In  connection  with  the  petition 
filed  by  the  city  with  the  Interstate  Commerce 
Commission  for  the  elimination  of  the  port  differ- 
entials which  have  so  seriously  affected  the  com- 
merce of  this  port,  it  is  necessary  to  provide 
additional  funds  for  the  proper  prosecution  of  the 
case.  I  accordingly  submit  an  order  providing  for 
an  appropriation  of  twenty-five  thousand  dollars 
to  cover  such  charges,  and  recommend  its  adoption 
by  your  honorable  body. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  twenty-five  thousand 
dollars  be,  and  the  same  hereby  is,  appropriated, 
to  be  expended  under  the  direction  of  the  Cor- 
poration Counsel,  with  the  approval  of  the  Mayor, 
for  expenses  incurred  and  to  be  incurred  for  the 
employment  of  special  counsel,  accountants,  cleri- 
cal assistants  and  other  employees,  and  for  all 
other  necessary  and  proper  expenditures  incidental 
to  the  prosecution  of  the  petition  and  complaint 
filed  by  the  City  of  Boston  with  the  Interstate 
Commerce  Commission  relative  to  the  elimination 
of  port  differentials;  said  sum  to  be  charged  to  the 
Reserve  Fund. 

Coun.  DONOVAN  moved  a  suspension  of  the 
rule  for  the  passage  of  the  order. 

Coun.  WILSON — Mr.  President,  I  realize  that 
it  is  a  "Happy  New  Year"  and  all  that,  but  does 
the  councilor  who  makes  the  motion  realize  how 
much  has  already  been  spent  for  this  purpose,  who 
the  counsel  is  to  be,  when  or  where  the  hearings 
are  to  be  held,  or  anything  about  the  $25,000  that 
we  are  now  asked  to  pass  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 

Coun.  DONOVAN— Mr.  President,  after  listen- 
ing to  the  remarks  of  his  Honor  the  Mayor  follow- 
ing the  dinner,  at  two  o'clock  this  afternoon, 
wherein  he  stressed  the  immediate  necessity  for 
acting  in  this  matter,  with  a  view  to  furthering 
the  interests  of  the  Port  of  Boston,  and  realizing 
the  importance  of  action  from  tfje  viewpoint  of 
East  Boston,  I  believe  it  behooves  the  City  Council 
to  pass  an  order  of  this  kind,  having  for  its  object 
such  a  worthy  enterprise,  as  soon  as  possible. 

Coun.  CURTIS — Mr.  President,  I  cannot  see 
why  this  order  should  be  pushed  through  without 
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going  to  committee.  The  amount  that  it  is  pro- 
posed to  expend  is  a  large  one,  and  certainly  de- 
serves proper  consideration.  Certainly,  the  money 
does  not  have  to  be  paid  out  tomorrow,  and  I 
don't  see  what  committees  are  for  if  not  to  look 
into  matters  of  this  sort.  I  shall,  therefore,  vote 
against  suspension  of  the  rule. 

Coun.  NORTON— Mr.  President,  the  Inter- 
state Commerce  Commission  has  just  held  a  hear- 
ing at  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  Building  here 
in  Boston.  The  Mayor  of  Boston  asks  for  $25,000 
for  attorney's  fees  and  for  other  expenses  in  con- 
nection with  the  hearing.  The  reason  why  the 
hearing  was  adjourned  in  this  city  is  a  very  inter- 
esting one.  Baltimore,  Philadelphia  and  other 
North  Atlantic  cities  oppose  us,  but  the  outstand- 
ing thing  in  the  hearing  was  that  we  were  opposed 
by  a  galaxy  of  counsel  from  all  over  the  United 
States,  counsel  who  seemed  to  appreciate  and 
understand  the  situation  better  than  we  did  here 
in  Boston,  and  better  even  than  the  situation  as 
it  affects  Boston  was  appreciated  and  understood 
by  our  own  attorneys.  So  we  came  to  a  position 
where  we  had  to  say,  for  the  time  being,  "We 
quit,"  as  the  super-experts  produced  against  us 
before  the  Interstate  Commerce  Commission 
really  made  fools  out  of  us.  Now,  the  Mayor  of 
Boston  is  asking  here  for  an  appropriation  of 
$25,000  to  prosecute  the  case.  Apparently,  he 
is  going  to  ask  expert  counsel  from  Washington 
to  come  to  us.  Mr.  President,  there  has  not  been 
anything  so  important  to  the  City  of  Boston  for 
a  great  many  years  as  this  matter  for  which  we 
are  now  asked  to  appropriate  $25,000,  in  order 
that  Boston's  case  may  be  properly  presented  to 
the  Interstate  Commerce  Commission.  I  favor  a 
suspension  of  the  rule,  as  asked  for  by  the  Mayor, 
so  that  the  order  may  pass  as  soon  as  possible,  and 
we  may  receive  the  cooperation  and  advice  of 
the  finest  possible  counsel  among  the  Interstate 
Commerce  Commission  attorneys  of  America. 

Coun.  WILSON — Mr.  President,  may  I  ask 
either  of  the  previous  speakers,  who  are  in  favor 
of  sending  this  through  without  the  usual  pro- 
cedure, when  the  next  hearing  at  which  this  paid 
attorney  is  to  plead  the  case  will  take  place? 

Coun.  NORTON — Mr.  President,  according 
to  the  newspapers,  if  my  memory  serves  me  right, 
the  last  hearing  at  the  Chamber  of  Commerce 
Building  was  adjourned  for  three  months.  A 
month  has  already  elapsed.  I  do  not  believe,  in 
a  highly  technical  case  of  this  kind,  that  we  can 
run  out  on  the  street  here  and  hire  a  lawyer  over- 
night. Mr.  Wilbur  LaRoe  told  me  that  when  he 
presented  the  City  of  Boston's  case  on  a  former 
occasion  it  took  him  six  months  to  prepare  it. 
The  preparation  for  such  a  case  necessarily  takes 
time  and  study.  You  should  also  bear  in  mind 
that  this  is  not  merely  the  question  of  hiring  an 
attorney.  The  $25,000  needed  is  not  only  to 
hire  an  attorney,  one  capable  of  properly  present- 
ing such  a  case  before  the  Interstate  Commerce 
Commission,  but  also  to  meet  the  other  necessary 
expenses  of  the  hearing,  clerical  and  otherwise. 

Coun.  BUSH — Mr.  President,  most  of  the 
previous  speakers  seem  to  have  stressed  the  fact 
that  the  $25,000  we  are  asked  to  appropriate  is 
going  for  the  payment  of  fees  for  an  attorney  or 
attorneys.  My  understanding  of  the  order  is  that 
it  includes  not  only  the  expenses  for  attorneys 
but  all  necessary  expenses  in  connection  with  the 
presentation  of  the  case.  Such  a  case  requires  a 
great  deal  of  intensive  study,  the  accumulation 
of  facts  and  the  presentation  of  a  great  deal  of 
evidence.  You  cannot  accumulate  and  prepare 
that  evidence  without  the  expenditure  of  money 
for  services  of  people  who  will  give  the  necessary 
time  and  effort  to  acquire  and  present  the  facts. 
Of  course,  you  cannot  present  the  case  properly 
without  such  evidence.  It  seems  to  me  nothing 
can  be  gained  by  sending  this  order  to  a  com- 
mittee. The  committee  cannot  go  into  the  internal 
facts  that  are  going  to  be  presented  to  the  com- 
mission. We  must,  perforce,  take  the  word  of 
his  Honor  the  Mayor  as  to  the  amount  that  may 
be  necessary.  It  is  probably  not  possible  to  know 
just  how  the  $25,000  will  be  spent.  It  is  only  a 
sum  that  it  is  estimated  that  it  may  cost  to  obtain 
the  services  of  proper  counsel  to  present  the  case 
as  it  should  be  presented  before  the  Interstate 
Commerce  Commission,  and  to  meet  the  necessary 
expenses  of  so  doing.  If  the  entire  $25,000  is  not 
used,  the  balance  will  not  be  lost.  It  will  still 
remain  in  the  city  treasury.  So  I  fail  to  see  what 
is  to  be  gained  by  delaying  this  to  the  extent  that 
would  be  required  by  sending  it  to  a  committee. 


Coun.  CURTIS— Mr.  President,  I  know  we  all 
feel  that  the  City  of  Boston  should  be  properly 
represented  in  this  matter.  There  is  no  question 
about  that.  If  $25,000  should  be  spent,  very 
well.  But  I  object  to  having  such  important 
matters  brought  before  the  City  Council  and  our 
being  asked  to  pass  them  through  in  five  minutes, 
without  knowing  what  they  are  all  about,  without 
looking  into  them  in  any  way.  I  don't  believe 
any  legislative  body  should  pass  upon  important 
matters  that  may  be  brought  before  it  without 
even  a  chance  to  read  the  orders.  It  seems  to  me 
we  have  committees  organized  for  just  the  pur- 
pose of  examining  into  matters  that  are  brought 
before  us.  I  certainly  think  the  matter  should  be 
referred  to  a  committee. 

Coun.  DONOVAN — Mr.  President,  the  coun- 
cilor from  the  Back  Bay  loses  sight  of  the  fact 
that  this  is  an  emergency  measure.  Conditions 
at  the  Port  of  Boston  today  are  disgraceful.  I 
would  recall  to  the  gentleman's  mind  the  fact  that 
the  Legislature,  two  years  ago,  passed  an  act, 
with  no  rider  requiring  acceptance  by  the  City  of 
Boston,  appropriating  $50,000  to  help  out  the 
Port  of  Boston.  That  was  some  two  years  ago. 
Ever  since,  we  have  had  the  Maritime  Commis- 
sion lobbying  at  Washington,  trying  to  obtain 
for  the  Port  of  Boston  rate  differentials.  The 
Mayor  of  Boston  now  wishes  to  have  this  order 
passed  appropriating  $25,000  for  this  purpose  so 
that  the  matter  may  be  properly  handled  before 
the  Interstate  Commerce  Commission  and  that 
facts  and  figures. may  be  compiled  which  will 
enable  us  to  present  Boston's  case  in  a  creditable 
and  proper  manner.  As  representing  a  district 
that  is  more  closely  connected  with  the  port 
activities  of  Boston  than  any  other,  a  section  that 
is  deeply  interested  in  having  something  done  for 
the  port,  I  trust  that  the  rule  will  be  suspended 
and  the  order  passed,  realizing  that  if  proper  con- 
ditions existed  today,  East  Boston  would  be  one 
of  the  finest  shipping  centers  of  the  world. 

Coun.  KELLY — Mr.  President,  I  agree  with 
Councilor  Curtis  when  he  says  that  this  honorable 
body  should  properly  consider  any  important 
matter  presented  to  it  by  any  individual,  whether 
the  Mayor  of  Boston  or  not,  before  voting  to 
spend  considerable  amounts  of  the  taxpayers' 
money.  But  I  say  that  such  an  order  should'  not 
be  sent  up  here  at  3.30  o'clock,  an  order  involving 
the  expenditure  of  S25.000  of  the  taxpayers' 
money,  without  the  twenty-two  members  of  this 
body  being  given  an  opportunity  to  go  into  execu- 
tive session  and  to  hear  the  Mayor's  argument  as 
to  why  it  should  be  expended.  I  want  to  see 
Boston  properly  treated  in  the  matter  of  differen- 
tials and  in  the  matter  of  rulings  by  the  Interstate 
Commerce  Commission,  but  I  do  feel  strongly 
that  upon  such  a  matter  we  should  hear  from  the 
Mayor  of  Boston  when  he  advocates  our  passing 
such  an  order.  We  are  the  fellows  who  are  ac- 
countable to  the  people  of  Boston.  The  Mayor 
of  Boston  will  not  have  to  face  the  electorate  of 
Boston  in  his  official  capacity  as  Mayor  of  this 
city  this  year  as  each  and  every  one  of  the  twenty- 
two  members  of  the  body  will  have  to  do  this 
coming  November.  If  we  wish  to  be  re-elected 
we  will  then  have  to  go  out  and  solicit  votes  to 
return  us  to  office.  I  certainly  don't  want  it  to  be 
said  in  my  case  that  I  immediately  voted  for 
S25.000  of  the  taxpayers'  money  to  "be  spent  in 
this  way  simply  because  the  Mayor  of  Boston 
sent  in  at  3.30  in  the  afternoon  a  request  that  we 
pass  the  order,  without  our  being  given  a  chance 
to  even  look  into  it  or  hear  anything  about  it. 
Therefore,  I  do  not  favor  suspension  of  the  rule 
at  this  time,  and  will  vote  accordingly. 

Coun.  WILSON — Mr.  President,  I  refuse  to  be 
driven  into  the  position  of  being  an  obstructionist 
at  the  outset  of  the  new  year  because  I  do  not 
favor  the  immediate  passage  of  an  order  of  this 
kind  without  an  opportunity  to  know  the  facts. 
I  heard  no  suggestion  in  the  Mayor's  message  that, 
even  if  he  considers  this  such  an  emergency,  we 
should  this  afternoon,  without  even  referring  it  to 
a  committee,  pass  it,  without  the  order  being  even 
re-read  for  the  benefit  of  councilors  who  do  not 
understand  it.  I  fail  to  see  anything  in  the 
Mayor's  message  which  indicates  that  this  is  an 
emergency  order,  any  suggestion  on  his  part  that 
it  is  such.  I  listened  with  interest  to  the  remarks 
of  the  councilor  from  Hyde  Park  (Coun.  Norton) 
concerning  the  late  lamented  hearings  before  the 
Interstate  Commerce  Commission.  I  realize  that 
he  followed  those  hearings  very  carefully,  except 
that  apparently  he  left  out  what  seemed  to  be 
one   of   the   outstanding  facts, — that    one    of   the 
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reasons  why  the  hearings  came  to  such  an  un- 
timely and  lamentable  end  was  that  apparently 
we  were  sold  out  by  our  own  witnesses.  I  don't 
believe  everything  I  read  in  the  newspapers,  but  if 
I  read  the  papers  correctly,  the  reason  why  the 
case  was  deadlocked  before  the  Interstate  Com- 
merce Commission  was  not  through  any  lack  of 
preparation  on  the  part  of  the  able  attorney  who 
represented  the  City  of  Boston,  who  must  have 
put  in  considerable  time  and  preparation,  but 
because  the  business  houses  of  the  City  of  Boston 
and  business  men  of  the  City  of  Boston,  who 
should  have  stood  behind  Boston,  sold  us  out  to 
Philadelphia,  Baltimore  and  New  York.  If  that 
is  so,  apparently  our  failure  was  not  due  to  any 
lack  of  preparation  of  the  case  by  the  Corporation 
Counsel,  or  others.  Certainly,  in  view  of  what 
we  hear  in  regard  to  the  matter,  I  am  in  no  hurry 
to  pass  the  order  at  this  time.  For  that  reason  I 
oppose  its  passage  at  this  time  under  suspension 
of  the  rule. 

Coun.  FITZGERALD— Mr.  President,  I  see 
no  reason  why  we  should  not  take  a  short  recess 
ard  refer  this  to  the  Executive  Committee.  I 
don't  believe  we  should  start  in  suspending  the 
rules  and  refusing  to  refer  matters  to  committees. 
Some  of  us  have  had  some  legislative  experience 
apart  from  this  body,  and  we  all  know  that  when 
the  Legislature  assembles  next  Wednesday  and 
different  matters  are  presented  to  it  for  action, 
everything  presented  will  be  referred  to  the  Ways 
and  Means  Committee,  that  that  committee  will 
immediately  go  into  session,  and  that  there  must 
be  the  necessary  delay  to  enable  them  to  make  a 
report.  Nothing  is  done  there  in  such  a  haphazard 
manner  as  is  sometimes  proposed  here.  I  believe 
there  are  times  and  places  for  everything.  There 
is,  to  my  mind,  no  urgency  that  requires  the 
passage  of  this  order  under  a  suspension  of  the 
rule,  without  even  a  chance  to  look  into  it.  We 
have  heard  from  the  gentleman  from  Ward  1 
(Coun.  Donovan)  the  plea  of  urgency,  of  im- 
mediate action  being  required.  I  don't  know 
whether  he  knows  more  about  the  matter  than 
any  other  member  of  the  body.  I  don't  know 
whether  anybody  has  explained  to  him  why  this 
ought  to  be  done  immediately.  I  recognize,  of 
course,  the  fact  that  he  represents  a  great  section 
of  the  city  where  shipping  was  once  in  great 
favor.  We  all  realize  the  importance  to  us  of 
the  harbor  of  Boston  and  want  to  do  everything 
we  can  to  bring  business  to  the  city.  But  I  think 
we  could  well  adjourn  for  a  few  moments  and 
bring  down  here  the  able  Corporation  Counsel  to 
explain  the  matter  briefly.  I  believe  in  doing  so 
we  would  be  properly  representing  the  citizens  of 
Boston  who  send  us  heie.  We  are  a  part  of  the 
city  government,  and  his  Honor  the  Mayor  said  so 
in  his  inaugural.  I  have  had  occasion  to  quote 
his  previous  inaugural  where  he  referred  to  us  as  a 
board  of  directors,  a  part  of  the  corporation, 
even  though  at  times  we  have  not  been  called  into 
conferences.  As  Councilor  Wilson  says,  he  regards 
us  as  co-directors,  according  to  the  language  of 
his  inaugural  address,  and  I  move  you,  therefore, 
now,  that  we  take  a  recess  for  fifteen  minutes  and 
send  for  the  Corporation  Counsel. 

President  McGRATH — The  motion  is  out  of 
order  at  the  present  time,  the  question  being  on 
suspension  of  the  rule. 

Coun.  HEIN — Mr.  President,  I  move  the 
previous  question. 

Coun.  NORTON— Mr.  President,  I  would  ask 
the   councilor   from   Dorchester,    when   he   speaks 

of  the  attorney  at  the  previous  hearing 

President  McGRATH — The  gentleman  is  out 
of  order,  unless  he  asks  unanimous  consent  to  speak. 
Coun.  NORTON— Mr.  President,  I  respectfully 
ask  unanimous  consent  to  make  a  statement. 
(No  objection  was  expressed.)  .The  councilor 
from  Dorchester  referred  in  his  previous  remarks 
to  the  Corporation  Counsel  being  the  attorney 
here  in  Boston.  While  as  a  matter  of  fact  he  had 
something  to  do  with  the  hearing,  I  would  respect- 
fully call  attention  to  the  fact  that  this  was  not  a 
case  primarily  for  the  Corporation  Counsel  of 
Boston,  efficient  as  he  is.  He  himself  appreciates 
that  fact;  and  we  have  had  here  a  former  com- 
mission member  presenting  the  case,  and  not  the 
Corporation  Counsel.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  Mr. 
President,  this  is  a  case  where  special  counsel, 
counsel  familiar  with  the  handling  of  these  matters 
before  the  Interstate  Commerce  Commission,  is 
»  necessary.     In  two  months  these  hearings  are  to 

be  resumed,  and  we  must  face  what  has  been 
referred  to  by  my  colleague  from  Dorchester,  the 
chicanery  of  Boston  business  men.     I  believe  he 


was  referring  to  the  Associated  Industries,  sup- 
posedly. When  the  question  came  before  the 
Interstate  Commerce  Commission,  that  was  one 
of  the  reasons  why  our  interests  were  jeopardized, 
and  our  counsel  was  facing  twenty  of  the  finest 
counsel  in  America.  Finally,  Mr.  Campbell 
asked  for  an  adjournment  in  order  that  he  might 
bring  in  more  evidence,  in  view  of  the  fact  that 
he  had  only  had  a  limited  time  to  prepare  himself 
in  the  case,  and  in  view  of  the  fact  that  the  Asso- 
ciated Industries  of  Massachusetts,  whom  we 
have  thought  were  with  us,  were  against  us.  So  a 
continuation  of  the  hearing  was  granted  for  three 
months,  and  the  time  will  be  up  in  two  months 
more,  at  which  time  Boston  will  have  an  oppor- 
tunity to  present  its  case.  Certainly,  in  the 
interest  of  the  City  of  Boston,  that  case  should  be 
properly  presented,  and  I  trust,  therefore,  that 
this  order  will  be  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule.  We  are  not  now  acting  on  a  question  of 
street  or  other  public  improvements  but  upon 
necessary  expenses  being  provided  in  this  matter 
upon  which  immediate  action  is  required.  Nobody 
can  accuse  me  of  being  instructed  by  his  Honor 
the  Mayor.  I  opposed  the  Mayor  on  the  Fallon 
Playground,  when  he  asked  me  to  be  with  him. 
I  said,  "Mr.  Mayor,  let  me  look  into  it,"  and 
when  I  found  that  the  price  proposed  was  more 
than  sufficient,  I  opposed  the  order.  He  now 
asks  for  $25,000  to  be  used,  not  for  attorneys'  fees 
alone,  but  for  clerical  and  other  expenses  in  con- 
nection with  the  preparation  of  this  important 
case.  The  case  comes  up  in  two  months.  It 
involves  vitally  the  interests  of  the  Port  of  Boston, 
and  our  city  depends  to  a  great  extent  on  proper 
differentials  for  this  port  as  compared  with  other 
ports.  I  ask  that  the  rule  be  suspended,  so  that 
we  may  give  this  $25,000  immediately,  and  we 
can  then  go  to  Philadelphia  or  any  other  city  in 
the  United  States  and  obtain  an  expert  who  can 
properly  present  our  case  before  the  Interstate 
Commerce  Commission  two  months  from  now. 
Mr.  Campbell  asks  for  assistance,  and  the  Mayor 
has  presented  his  order  so  that  that  assistance 
may  be  afforded.  I  might  repeat  that  Mr.  Camp- 
bell was  there  advising  and  aiding  our  Corporation 
Counsel,  who,  able  and  valiant  as  he  is,  is  not  an 
expert  on  Interstate  Commerce  law. 

The  main  question  was  ordered. 

The  rule  was  suspended,  and  the  order  was 
passed,  yeas  19,  nays  3: 

Yeas — Coun.  Arnold,  Bush,  Cox,  Donovan, 
Dowd,  Englert,  Fish,  Fitzgerald,  Gallagher, 
Gleason,  Green,  Hein,  Lynch,  Mahoney,  McGrath, 
Murray,  Norton,  Power,  Ruby — 19. 

Nays — Coun.  Curtis,  Kelly,  Wilson — 3. 


APPOINTMENTS     BY     THE     MAYOR. 

Subject  to  confirmation  by  the  Mayor,  the 
following  appointments  for  the  term  ending  April 
30,  1931,  were  received: 

Constables:  Joseph  Herman,  116  Woodrow  ave- 
nue, Dorchester;  Israel  Spector,  9  Drummond 
street,  Dorchester;  John  A.  O'Connor,  76  G  street, 
South  Boston. 

Weighers  of  Coal:  Wilfred  L.  Collins,  23  Broden 
street,  Maiden;  Albert  W.  Clark,  130  Central  ave- 
nue, Everett;  Ralph  B.  Clerk,  Speen  and  Puring- 
ton  avenues,  Natick. 

Severally  laid  over  a  week  under  the  law. 


FLOODING   OF   COLUMBUS  PARK. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  January  5,  1931. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  herewith  transmit  to  you  report 
from  William  P.  Long,  chairman  of  the  Park 
Commission,  with  reference  to  your  request  to 
flood  Columbus  Park,  South  Boston,  for  skating. 
This  is  in  reply  to  your  order  of  December  22,  1930. 
Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

City  of   Boston, 
Park  Department,  December  29,  1930. 
Hon.  James  M.  Curley, 

Mayor  of  Boston. 
Dear  Sir, — I  am  in  receipt  of  your  order  from  the 
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CITY  COUNCIL. 


City  Council  that  the  Park  Department  be  re- 
quested to  flood  Columbus  Park,  South  Boston,  for 
skating. 

As  this  entire  area  is  to  be  used  for  exhibition 
purposes,  and  the  building  operations  are  to  start 
during  the  winter  months,  it  would  be  very  in- 
advisable to  think  of  flooding  this  area. 

Very  respectfully  yours, 
William  P.  Long,  Chairmap. 

Placed  on  file. 


CITIZEN    LABOR    AT    BOSTON    CITY 

HOSPITAL. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  January  5,  1931. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  herewith  transmit  to  you  report 
from  Joseph  P.  Manning,  President  of  the  Board 
of  Trustees  of  the  Boston  City  Hospital,  regarding 
your  request  for  citizen  labor.  This  is  in  reply 
to  your  order  of  December  15,  1930. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Hospital  Department,  December  28,  1930. 
Hon.  James  M.  Curley, 

Mayor  of  Boston. 
Dear  Mr.  Mayor, — With  reference  to  the  order 
of  the  City  Council  "  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be 
requested  to  direct  an  investigation  of  the  sub- 
contract on  the  marble  interiors  at  the  Boston 
City  Hospital  and  the  East  Boston  Court  House, 
and  if  said  firm  or  sub-contractors  is  not  com- 
posed of  citizens  of  the  United  States,  that  the 
general  contractor  be  directed  to  cancel  said 
sub-contract,"  Matthew  Cummings,  the  general 
contractor,  sends  the  inclosed  communication, 
which  explains  itself. 

Yours  respectfully, 

Joseph  P.  Manning, 
President,  Board  of  Trustees. 


Matthew  Cummings  Company. 
Builders  and  General  Contractors. 
Office,  Carney  Building,  43  Tremont  Street, 
Boston,  Mass.,  December  22,  1930. 
Dr.  John  J.  Dowling, 

Superintendent,  Boston  City  Hospital. 
Dear  Sir, — Replying  to  your  request  for  informa- 
tion relative  to  the  firm  of  Pignat  Vincenzi  Com- 
pany,    contractors    for    marble     work     on     the 
Administration  Building. 

The  following  is  a  list  giving  names  of  the 
members  of  this  firm  with  their  addresses.  They 
are  all  citizens  of  the  United  States.  This  can 
be  verified  at  the  United  States  Court  at  20  Court 
street,  Boston: 

Peter  Randon,  33  Lotus  street,  Jamaica  Plain. 
John  Vincenzi,  33  Lotus  street,  Jamaica  Plain. 
P.  Falabella,  48  Washington  street,  Brighton. 
Fred  Talamini,  28  Wilder  street,  Dorchester. 
A.  Pignat,  33  Lotus  street,  Jamaica  Plain. 
Very  truly  yours, 
Matthew  Cummings  Company, 

by  D.  P.  Cummings, 

Superintendent. 
Placed  on  file. 


TRAFFIC   SIGNAL,   CENTRE   STREET. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  January  5,  1931. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  herewith  transmit  to  you  report 
from  Hon.  Joseph  A.  Conry,  Traffic  Commissioner, 
with  reference  to  your  request  to  install  an  auto- 
matic signal  at  the  junction  of  Centre  street,  South 
Huntington  avenue,  Boylston  and  Moraine  streets. 
This  is  in  reply  to  your  order  of  December  29, 
1930. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Traffic  Commission,  January  3,   1931. 
Hon.  James  M.  Curley, 

Mayor  of  Boston. 
Dear   Sir, — I   have   the   honor   to   acknowledge 
receipt  of  the  order  of  the  City  Council  dated 
December  29,  1930,  requesting  the  installation  of 


an  automatic  traffic  signal  at  the  junction  of  Centre 
street,  South  Huntington  avenue,  Boylston  and 
Moraine  streets. 

At  an  early  period  in  this  month  it  is  expected 
that  a  complete  list  of  intersections  deserving  im- 
mediate attention  for  traffic  signals  will  be  sub- 
mitted to  your  Honor. 

Full  consideration  will  be  given  to  the  needs  of 
the  intersection  herein  defined. 

Yours  very  truly, 
Joseph  A.  Conry-,  Commissioner. 

Placed  on  file. 


TRAFFIC  SIGNAL,  LUCERNE  STREET. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  January  5,  1931. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  herewith  transmit  to  you  report 
from  Hon.  Joseph  A.  Conry,  Traffic  Commissioner, 
with  reference  to  your  request  for  a  silent  policeman 
at  the  junction  of  Woodrow  avenue  and  Lucerne 
street.  This  is  in  reply  to  your  order  of  December 
29,  1930. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Traffic  Commission,  January  3,  1931. 
Hon.  James  M.  Curley, 

Mayor  of  Boston. 
Dear  Sir, — I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge 
receipt  of  the  order  of  the  City  Council  dated 
December  29,  1930,  requesting  the  installation  of  a 
silent  policeman,  so  called,  at  the  junction  of 
Woodrow  avenue  and  Lucerne  street. 

Certain   objections  to  the  location   of  a   silent 
policeman  at  this  intersection  have  been  brought 
to  the  attention  of  the  councilor  introducing  the 
order.     He  has  admitted  the  validity  of  the  ob- 
jections and   has  approved   of   the   offer  of   the 
Traffic  Commission  to  install  four  "Slow"  signs, 
one  at  each  approach  to  this  intersection. 
Yours   very    truly, 
Joseph  A.  Conry,  Commissioner. 
Placed  on  file. 


FLOODING   OF  WARD    11   PLAYGROUNDS. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  January  5,  1931. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  herewith  transmit  to  you  report 
from  William  P.  Long,  chairman  of  the  Park 
Commission,  with  reference  to  your  request  to 
flood  all  playgrounds  in  Ward  11.  This  is  in 
reply  to  your  order  of  December  22,  1930. 
Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Park  Department,  December  29,  1930. 
Hon.  James  M.  Curley, 

Mayor  of  Boston. 
Dear  Sir, — 1  am  in  receipt  of  your  order  from 
the   City   Council  that  the  Park   Department  be 
requested  to  flood  for  skating  all  playgrounds  in 
Ward  11. 

All  areas  that  this  department  can  flood  at  the 
present  time  have  been  cared  for.  In  the  event 
we  have  a  very  heavy  frost,  which  will  penetrate 
to  a  depth  of  6  inches  to  S  inches,  additional  areas 
will  be  cared  for  by  spraying. 

Respectfully  yours, 
William  P.  Long,  Chairman. 
Placed  on  file. 


POLICE     COMMISSIONER'S     SECRETARY. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  January  5,  1931. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — 1  herewith  transmit  to  you  report 
from  Hon.  Eugene  C.  Hultman,  Police  Commis- 
sioner, regarding  your  request  for  a  list  of  the 
names  and  addresses  of  applicants  for  the  position 
as  secretary  to  the  Police  Commissioner.  This  is 
in  reply  to  you  order  of  November  24,  1930. 
Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 
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City  of  Boston, 
Police  Department,  December  29,  1930. 
Hon.  James  M.  Curley, 

Mayor  of  Boston. 
Dear  Sir, — In  reply  to  your  letter  of  December 
5,  inclosing  the  following  vote  passed  by  the  City 
Council  on  November  24,  1930:' 

"Ordered,  That  the  Police  Commissioner  be 
requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  fur- 
nish the  City  Council  with  a  list  of  the  names  and 
addresses  of  all  applications  for  appointment  as 
secretary  to  the  Police  Commissioner. 

In  City  Council  November  24,  1930.     Passed. 
Attest: 

W.  J.  Doyle, 
City    Clerk." 
I  would  say  that  I  have  given  this  matter  careful 
consideration . 

So  many  suggestions  were  made  to  me  and  so 
much  advice  given  as  to  whom  should  be  secretary 
to  the  Police  Commissioner  that  I  think  it  would 
be  unfair  to  attempt  to  give  the  names  of  the 
people  so  suggested  to  me. 

I  am  returning  the  original  order  of  the  Council. 
Respectfully, 

E.  C.  Hultman, 
Police  Commissioner. 
Placed  on  file. 


SALE   OF  JUNK   BY   FIRE   DEPARTMENT. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  January  5,  1931. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  herewith  transmit  to  you  commu- 
nication received  from  Hon.  Edward  F.  McLaugh- 
lin, Fire  Commissioner,  requesting  authority  to 
sell  at  public  auction  approximately  four  to  five 
tons  of  lead  cable  and  old  iron.  I  attach  hereto 
for  your  consideration  necessary  order  for  the 
disposal  of  this  material. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Fire  Department,  December  30,  1930. 
Hon.  James  M.  Curley, 

Mayor  of  Boston. 
Dear  Sir, — This  department  has  on  hand  approx- 
imately four  to  five  tons  of  old  lead  cable  and  one 
ton  of  old  iron.  In  May  of  this  year,  when  we 
had  a  similar  amount,  your  Honor  introduced  the 
following  order  in  the  City  Council: 

"Ordered,  That  the  Fire  Commissioner  be,  and 
hereby  is,  authorized  to  sell  at  public  auction 
approximately  three  tons  of  old  lead  cable  and  one 
ton  of  old  iron,  in  the  possession  of  the  Fire  Depart- 
ment, valued  at  approximately  $500. 

In  City  Council  June  23,  1930.     Passed. 
Approved  by  the  Mayor  June  24,  1930. 
Attest: 

W.  J.   Doyle, 
City  Clerk." 

I  desire  to  dispose  of  this  old  material  at  this 
time  and  if  your  Honor  desires  to  have  it  sold  at 
public  auction,  1  respectfully  request  that  an  order 
be  introduced  in  the  City  Council,  giving  the 
Fire  Commissioner  authority  to  do  so. 
Yours  very  truly, 
Edward  F.  McLaughlin, 

Fire  Commissioner. 

Ordered,  That  the  Fire  Commissioner  be,  and 
hereby  is,  authorized  to  sell  at  public  auction 
approximately  four  to  five  tons  of  old  lead  cable 
and  old  iron,  in  the  possession  of  the  Fire  Depart- 
ment, valued  at  no  more  than  $.500. 

Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 


SALE  OF  LAND  IN  REAR  OF  SO  WEST 

CEDAR  STREET. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  January  5,  1931. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentleman, — In  August  of  last  year  your  honor- 
able body  authorized  the  sale  of  a  small  parcel  of 


land  containing  about  1,600  square  feet,  in  the 
rear  of  80  West  Cedar  street,  at  an  upset  price  of 
$3,500.  The  land  in  question  is  part  of  the  Park- 
man  estate  and  is  of  no  use  to  the  city.  No  bids 
were  received  at  the  auction,  no  one  being  inter- 
ested in  the  property  at  that  price. 

I  recommend  the  passage  of  the  accompanying 
order  authorizing  the  sale  of  the  land  at  an  upset 
price   of   $1,000. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be,  and  he 
hereby  is,  authorized  to  sell  at  public  auction  at  an 
upset  price  of  one  thousand  dollars  ($1,000),  in  the 
name  and  behalf  of  the  City  of  Boston  as  it  is 
trustee  under  the  will  of  George  J<\  Parkman,  all 
its  right,  title  and  interest  in  and  to  a  certain  parcel 
of  land  containing  1,600  square  feet,  more  or  less, 
located  in  the  rear  of  80  West  Cedar  street,  Boston, 
Mass.,  on  the  northeasterly  side  of  Putnam  avenue 
so  called;  and  his  Honor  the  Mayor  is  further 
authorized,  upon  the  payment  of  the  purchase 
price,  to  execute  and  deliver  to  the  purchaser 
thereof  a  written  instrument  conveying  to  the  said 
purchaser  the  right,  title  and  interest  of  the  said 
City  of  Boston,  trustee  as  aforesaid,  in  the  said 
premises. 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 


STREET     WIDENINGS     IN     CONNECTION 
WITH   CENTRAL  ARTERY. 

The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  January  5,  1931. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — In  order  that  the  proposed  legis- 
lation for  the  widening  and  construction  of  certain 
streets  in  connection  with  the  so-called  Central 
Artery  may  be  considered  by  the  General  Court  it 
is  necessary,  under  the  rules,  that  the  petition  be 
approved  by  the  City  Council. 

I  respectfully  recommend  the  adoption  of  the 
accompanying  resolution. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

Resolved,  That  the  City  Council  of  the  City  of 
Boston  favors  the  enactment  of  legislation  author- 
izing the  City  of  Boston  to  borrow  money  for  the 
purpose  of  laying  out,  widening,  relocating  recon- 
structing, extending  and  constructing  certain 
streets  and  certain  proposed  streets  in  the  City  of 
Boston,  as  set  forth  in  a  bill  accompanying  a  peti- 
tion of  the  Mayor  of  the  City  of  Boston,  or  like 
legislation  to  accomplish  the  same  ends,  and  favors 
the  borrowing  of  money  outside  the  legal  limit  of 
indebtedness  to  accomplish  said  purpose  like  or  as 
set  forth  in  said  bill. 

Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 


RECONSTRUCTION   OF   STREETS. 

The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  December  31,  1930. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — A  petition  has  been  submitted  by 
me  to  the  General  Court  for  legislation  to  authorize 
the  city  to  borrow  money  outside  the  debt  limit 
for  the  reconstruction  of  streets.  Under  the  rules, 
the  proposed  legislation  must  have  the  sanction  of 
the  City  Council  before  it  can  be  considered.  I 
would  accordingly  recommend  the  passage  by  your 
honorable  body  of  the  accompanying  resolution. 
Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

Resolved,  That  the  City  Council  of  the  City  of 
Boston  favors  the  enactment  of  legislation  author- 
izing the  City  of  Boston  to  borrow  money  for  the 
reconstruction  of  streets,  as  set  forth  in  a  bill 
accompanying  a  petition  of  the  Mayor  of  the  City 
of  Boston,  or  like  legislation  to  accomplish  the 
same  ends,  and  favors  the  borrowing  of  money  out- 
side the  legal  limit  of  indebtedness  to  accomplish 
said  purpose  like  or  as  set  forth  in  said  bill. 

Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 
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CITY    COUNCIL. 


LOAN  FOR  PUBLIC  WELFARE  BUILDING. 

The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  January  5,  1931. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  to  you  herewith  com- 
munication from  the  secretary  of  the  Overseers 
of  the  Public  Welfare  Department,  explaining  the 
necessity  for  a  new  building  to  properly  carry  on 
the  activities  of  the  most  necessary  work  of  this 
department.  The  present  quarters  are  entirely 
inadequate  and,  under  a  recent  act  of  the  Legis- 
lature, it  will  be  necessary  to  set  up  a  bureau  for 
old  age  assistance  within  the  department  of  the 
Public  Welfare. 

I  accordingly  recommend  the  adoption  of  the 
accompanying  order  making  provision  for  an 
appropriation  of  three  hundred  thousand  (300.000) 
dollars  for  the  erection  of  a  building  to  provide 
suitable  and  necessary  quarters  to  carry  on  the 
important  work  of  this  department. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Cuhlev,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 

Overseers  of  the  Public  Welfare,  January  5,  1931. 
Hon.  James  M.  Curley, 

Mayor  of  Boston. 

Dear  Sir, — The  Old  Age  Assistance  Law  becomes 
effective  July  1,  1931.  The  law  provides  that  all 
cities  and  towns  in  the  Commonwealth  shall  grant 
adequate  and  dignified  care  to  citizens  who  have 
reached  the  age  of  seventy  years  and  who  stand  in 
need  of  such  assistance. 

It  is  necessary  under  this  act  to  set  up  a  Bureau 
for  Old  Age  Assistance  within  the  Department  of 
Public  Welfare.  Figures  based  on  the  report  of 
the  Massachusetts  Commission  of  Old  Age  Pen- 
sions indicate  that  approximately  2,500  to  3,000 
persons  will  be  eligible  for  assistance  in  the  City  of 
Boston. 

To  properly  administer  this  new  law,  and  in 
order  to  meet  the  unusual  demands  being  made 
upon  the  department,  additional  quarters  must  be 
provided  to  care  for  additional  employees  and  the 
persons  who  are  to  be  served  by  the  department. 

The  department  has  long  since  outgrown  its 
present  quarters,  and  the  Board  of  Overseers 
earnestly  recommends  that  you  provide  a  three- 
story  building  to  adjoin  our  present  building  in 
order  that  the  work  may  be  carried  on  properly 
and  effectively. 

It  is  estimated  that  a  building  suitable  for  our 
needs  will  cost  approximately  $300,000. 
Respectfully  yours, 

Walter  V.  McCarthv, 
Secretary,  Overseers  of  Public  Welfare, 

Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  three  hundred  thousand 
dollars  be,  and  the  same  hereby  is,  appropriated,  to 
be  expended  under  the  direction  of  the  Overseers 
of  Public  Welfare  for  New  Charities  Administra- 
tion Building,  and  that  the  City  Treasurer  be 
authorized  to  issue,  from  time  to  time,  under  the 
direction  of  the  Mayor,  bonds  or  certificates  of 
indebtedness  of  the  city  to  said  amount. 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 


APPOINTMENT     OF     ELIZABETH      D. 
KINGSTON. 

Notice  was  received  from  Justice  of  Municipal 
Court  of  Roxbury  of  appointment  of  Elizabeth  D. 
Kingston  as  probation  officer  in  Women's  Depart- 
ment of  Municipal  Court  of  Roxbury  District  at 
salary  of  $2,500  per  year. 

Referred  to  Committee  on  County  Accounts. 


RESIGNATION   OF     DR.     FRANCIS     D. 
DONOGHUE. 

Notice  was  received  from  the  Department  of 
School  Buildings  of  resignation  of  Dr.  Francis  D. 
Donoghue  on  December  23,  1930,  as  member  of 
Board  of  Commissioners  of  School  Buildings,  and 
that  a  vacancy  now  exists  in  Board. 

Placed  on  file. 


CONSTABLES'  BONDS. 

The  Constables'  bonds  of  Charles  M.  Daley  and 
Maurice  W.  Sherman,  having  been  duly  approved 
by  the  City  Treasurer,  were  received  and  approved. 


NOTICE  OF  INTEREST  IN  CONTRACT. 

Notice  was  received  from  Frederic  H.  Fay, 
chairman  of  the  Board  of  Zoning  Adjustment, 
of  interest  in  contract  of  firm  of  Fay,  Spofford 
and  Thorndike,  Consnltirg  Engineers  and  Archi- 
tects, with  City  of  Boston  to  design  and  super- 
vise construction  of  elementary  school  building 
in  the  Henry  L.   Higginson  District,   Roxbury. 

Placed  on  file. 


PETITIONS    REFERRED. 

The  following  petitions  were  received  and  re- 
ferred to  the  committees  named,  viz.: 

Claims. 

May  E.  Applegate,  for  compensation  for  in- 
juries caused  by  ar  alleged  defect  in  .School  street, 
Dorchester. 

Beacon  Specialty  Shop,  for  refund  on  refuse 
tickets. 

Frank  Ceasar,  for  compensation  for  damage  to 
car  by  city  wagon. 

Nicola  Ciampa,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  property  at  157  Salem  street,  caused  bv  city 
cart. 

Davis  Brothers,  Inc.,  for  compensation  for 
damage  to  car  by  city  cart. 

Leon  J.  Dyer,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  car  by  sanitary  truck. 

Nathan  Fingold,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  an  alleged  defect  at  53  State  street. 

Cyna  Foster,  for  compensation  for  damage  to 
ear  by  city  truck. 

\V.  Fritchie,  for  refund  on  refuse  tickets. 

Joseph  H.  Lapuck,  for  compensation  for  dam- 
age to  property  at  10s  Wellington  Hill  street, 
caused  by  water  being  shut  off. 

Francis  A.  Lowney,  for  compensation  for  dam- 
age to  car  caused  by  an  alleged  defect  at  545  Main 
street.  Charlcstown. 

Herbert  Martin,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  car  by  city  truck. 

Mary  F.  McDonough,  for  compensation  for 
loss  of  clothing  at  City  Hospital. 

Leo  Pandlo,  for  refund  on  refuse  tickets. 

Frank  H.  Newell,  tor  compensation  for  damage 
to  car  by  city  truck. 

Carrai"  e  Piantedosi,  for  compensation  for  dam- 
ate  to  car  by  car  of  Employment  Bureau. 

Roslinoid  Manufacturing  Company,  for  refund 
on  refuse  tickets. 

Israel  Schneider,  for  refund  on  refuse  tickets. 

l.eo  P.  Shumavonian,  for  compensation  for 
damage  to  car  bj  Street  Cleaning  wagon. 

Eli  Slotnick,  for  compensation  for  damage  to 
car  by   city   truck. 

First  National  stores.  Inc.,  for  refund  on  refuse 
tickets. 


IMPROVEMENTS  AT  TENEAN  BEACH. 

Conn.  FISH  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  sixty-four  thousand 
dollars  be,  and  the  same  hereby  is,  appropriated, 
to  be  expended  under  the  direction  of  the  Park 
Commission  for  an  addition  to  the  bath  house  at 
Tenean  Beach,  for  a  parking  area,  smooth  paved, 
for  the  purchase  of  additional  land,  and  for  regrad- 
ing  beach  and  sanding,  and  that  to  meet  such 
expense  the  City  Treasurer  be  authorized  to  issue, 
from  time  to  time,  at  the  request  of  the  Mayor, 
bonds  or  certificates  of  indebtedness  of  the  city  to 
said  amount. 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 


reinstatement  of  james  e. 
McCarthy. 

Coun.  HEIN  offered  the  following: 

Resolved,    That    the    City    Council    of    Boston 
favors  the  enactment  of  legislation  authorizing  the 
reinstatement  of  James  E.  McCarthy  as  a  member 
of  the  Police  Department  of  said  city. 
Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


JANUARY    5,    1931. 


13 


IMPROVEMENTS   AT   MARY   HEMENWAY 
PLAYGROUND. 

Coun.  FISH  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Park  Commission  be  re- 
quested, through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  include 
in  the  budget  for  1931  a  sum  sufficient  to  provide 
for  the  erection  of  a  locker  building  and  bleachers 
on  the  Mary  Hemenway  Playground,  Ward  161 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


NAMING   OP    WARD   22   PLAYGROUND. 

Coun.  GALLAGHER  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Park  Commissioners,  through 
his  Honor  the  Mayor,  be  requested  to  name  the 
playground  adjacent  to  Faneuil  street,  Brighton, 
recently  acquired  by  the  city,  Sergeant  Arthur 
Fenatti  McKinney  Playground. 

Coun.  GALLAGHER— Mr.  President,  1  am 
asking  that  this  name  be  given  on  the  recommen- 
dation of  the  American  Legion  of  Allston-Brighton, 
and  also  the  Veterans  of  Foreign  Wars  of  Allston- 
Brighton,  and  I  have  received  two  letters  which  1 
would  like  inserted  in  the  record. 

The  letters  are  as  follows: 

Brighton-Allston  Post  No.  17  Headquarters, 

Old  Town  Hall, 

Washington  Street, 

Brighton,  December  15,  1930. 
Edward  M.  Gallagher,  Esq., 
City  Councilor. 

Dear  Mr.  Gallagher, — I  have  the  honor  to 
inform  you  that  the  Brighton-Allston  Post  No.  17, 
American  Legion,  at  the  regular  meeting  last  night 
unanimously  voted  to  recommend  for  your  con- 
sideration, and  that  of  his  Honor  the  Mayor  of  the 
City  of  Boston,  that  the  new  playground  adjacent 
to  Faneuil  street  in  Brighton  should  be  named  in 
honor  of  Sergeant  Arthur  Fenatti  McKinney,  who 
died  as  the  result  of  wounds  incurred  in  active 
service  in  France  during  the  World  War. 

Following  is  the  late  Sergeant  McKinneyls 
military  record: 

Enlisted  July  16,  1917.  Place,  Camp  Mills, 
N.  Y.  Regiment,  Company  L,  165th  Regiment, 
Wounded  July  27,  1918 — in  action.  Taken 
prisoner,  in  German  Hospital  until  December,  1918. 
Returned  to  United  States  April  28,  1919.  Trans- 
ferred from  United  States  Army  Debarkation 
Hospital  No.  3,  New  York  City,  to  Base  Hospital, 
Camp  Devens,  on  May  5,  1919.  Transferred  to 
United  States  Army  General  Hospital  No.  3, 
Rahway,  N.  J.,  on  June  28,  1919.  Died  at 
Rahway,  September  22,  1919. 

Born  in  Brighton  January  6,  1881. 
Yours  very  truly, 

M.  T.  Carney. 

Department  of  Massachusetts, 

Allston  Post  No.  669, 

Veterans  of  Foreign  Wars  of  the  United  States, 

340  Cambridge  Street, 

Allston,  December  21,  1930. 
Mr.  Edward  M.  Gallagher, 

21  Oak  Square  Avenue,  Brighton,  Mass. 
Dear  Sir, — Allston  Post  669,  Veterans  of  Foreign 
Wars,    indorses    the    name    of    Sergeant    Albert 
McKinney  for  the  name  of  the  new  playground  in 
Brighton. 

Very  truly  yours, 

J.  Hahry  Wallen, 
Commander. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


HEARING    ON    SALARY    SCHEDULES    OF 
SUFFOLK  COUNTY   EMPLOYEES. 

Coun.  KELLY  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  requested 
to  grant  a  public  hearing  to  the  employees  of  the 
County  of  Suffolk  with  reference  to  the  salary 
schedules  prepared  by  the  Budget  Commissioner 
and  submitted  to  this  body  for  consideration. 

Coun.  KELLY — Mr.  President,  the  reason  for 
my  introduction  of  that  order  is  that  in  the  budget 
which  Commissioner  Fox  has  presented  to  the 
Council  there  are  a  number  of  increases  and  de- 
creases and  a  number  of  salaries  that  have  re- 
mained the  same.  During  the  last  two  or  three 
weeks  I  have  had  numerous  complaints  from 
different  employees  of  the  County  of  Suffolk  and 


of  the  different  institutions  that  come  under  this 
budget,  saying  they  did  not  think  they  were  being 
treated  fairly,  that  up  to  today  they  have  had 
nothing  to  say  themselves  regarding  their  salaries, 
that  all  who  were  interviewed  by  the  Budget 
Commissioner  were  the  heads  of  the  departments, 
and  that,  based  upon  what  the  heads  of  depart- 
ments said,  the  Budget  Commissioner  furnished 
the  City  Council  with  certain  figures  that  he 
wished  us  to  pass  on.  In  regard  to  these  particular 
items  1  understand  that  we  have  the  power  to 
increase  or  decrease  any  particular  item  or  salary, 
and,  having  had  numerous  complaints  from  em- 
ployees, I  figure  their  side  of  the  story  should  be 
heard  before  we  pass  on  their  wages.  There  may 
or  may  not  be  some  justification  for  the  complaints 
they  have  to  offer,  but  I  say  that  at  least  a  public 
hearing  should  be  granted,  allowing  representatives 
from  the  different  departments  affected  by  this 
particular  budget  to  come  before  the  City  Council 
and  tell  us  how  they  feel  about  it, — because,  Mr. 
President,  we  are  concerned  with  the  employees 
and  are  not  concerned  with  the  heads  of  depart- 
ments. I  care  nothing  about  the  heads  of  depart- 
ments or  the  figures  they  submit;  I  care  only  for 
the  employees  and  what  their  feelings  are  in  regard 
to  this  matter,  and  I  ask  a  suspension  of  the  rule 
and  the  passage  of  the  order. 

Coun.  RUBY — Mr.  President,  I  do  not  like  to 
rise  to  a  point  of  order  with  reference  to  illegality 
in  the  drawing  of  that  order,  but  it  appears  to  me, 
we  haying  that  budget  under  consideration,  that 
a  hearing  in  the  matter  should  be  either  given  by 
the  Council  as  a  whole  or  by  one  of  our  committees, 
perhaps  the  Committee  on  County  Accounts,  to 
whom  this  would  naturally  be  referred.  I  would 
suggest,  therefore,  that  the  order  read  that  the 
Council  give  the  hearing,  rather  than  the  Mayor  of 
Boston,  because  we  are  now  considering  this 
budget. 

President  McGRATH — Coun.  Ruby's  point  of 
order  is  well  taken.     The  order  is  out  of  order. 

Coun.  KELLY — Mr.  President,  may  I  ask  to 
amend  the  order  by 

President  McGRATH — It  will  be  necessary  for 
the  gentleman  to  introduce  a  new  order. 

Coun.  KELLY — Well,  I  will  introduce  a  new 
order  after  recess. 


REINSTATEMENT     OF    FRANCIS    J. 
RIORDAN. 

Coun.  GREEN  offered  the  following: 
Resolved,   That   the   City   Council   of   Boston 
favors  the  enactment  of  legislation  authorizing  the 
reinstatement  of  Francis  J.  Riordan  as  a  member 
of  the  Boston  Police  Department. 
Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


PAYMENT  TO  PARENTS  OF  RAYMOND  A. 
PURRINGTON,  JR. 

Coun.  GREEN  offered  the  following: 
Resolved,  That  the  Boston  City  Council  favors 

legislation  providing  for  the  payment  of  a  sum  of 

money  to  Raymond  A.  Purrington  and  Helen  G. 

Purrington,  parents  of  Raymond  A.  Purrington, 

Junior. 
Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


PENSIONING  OF  RICHARD  A.  FRIEL. 

Coun.  GREEN  offered  the  following: 
Resolved,    That    the    City    Council    of    Boston 
favors  the  enactment  of  legislation  authorizing  the 
retirement  and  pensioning  of  Richard  A.  Friel,  an 
employee  of  the  County  of  Suffolk. 
Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


INFORMATION  FROM  PARK  COMMISSION. 

Coun.  GREEN  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Park  Commission  be  re- 
quested, through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  advise 
the  City  Council  when  and  how  the  twelve  thousand 
five  hundred  dollars  set  aside  by  the  Special  Com- 
mittee on  Playgrounds  for  building  repairs  at 
Charlestown  Heights,  is  to  be  expended. 
Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 
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REINSTATEMENT  OF  CLARENCE  H.  BALL. 

Coun.  DO  WD  offered  the  following: 
Resolved,  That  the  City  Council  of  the  City  of 
Boston  hereby  approves  the  enactment  of  legis- 
lation to  authorize  the  reinstatement  of  Clarence 
H.  Ball  in  the  Fire  Department  of  said  city. 
Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


RESURFACING  OF  DORCHESTER  STREETS. 

Coun.  WILSON  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Public  Works  Commissioner, 
through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  be,  and  he  hereby 
is,  respectfully  requested  to  include  in  his  street 
resurfacing  program  for  the  year  1931  Washington 
street,  School  street,  Merlin  street,  in  the  Dor- 
chester district. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


AUTOMATIC    SIGNALS,    DORCHESTER 
AVENUE. 

Coun.  WILSON  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Traffic  Commissioner,  through 
his  Honor  the  Mayor,  be  respectfully  requested 
to  install  automatic  signal  lights  at  dangerous 
street  intersections  adjacent  to  the  Southern 
Artery  and  especially  at  the  intersection  of  the 
Southern  Artery  at  Dorchester  avenue. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


STREET    EXCAVATIONS    BY    PUBLIC 
SERVICE  CORPORATIONS. 

Coun.  WILSON  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be,  and  he 
hereby  is,  respectfully  requested,  commencing 
with  the  year  1931,  to  provide  that  in  the  exca- 
vating of  streets  by  public  service  corporations 
the  work  be  done  by  the  respective  companies 
themselves  under  proper  bond  and  with  adequate 
legal  assurances  that  street  surfaces  so  opened 
shall  be  promptly  restored  to  a  safe  and  proper 
condition. 

Coun.  WILSON — Mr.  President,  in  reference 
to  this  order,  I  read  an  article  in  the  newspapers 
to  the  effect  that  the  Mayor  of  Boston  plans  to 
protect  newly  paved  streets,  only  yesterday  an- 
nouncing that  he  would  not  tolerate,  except  in 
case  of  emergency,  the  excavation  of  the  streets 
of  the  city  that  are  to  be  paved  this  year,  and 
asking  the  engineers  of  the  various  public  service 
corporations  to  plan  their  programs  so  that  they 
would  be  coordinated  with  the  street  construction 
program.  With  that  suggestion  I  am  heartily 
in  accord,  except  that  I  have  the  feeling  that  it 
perhaps  does  only  half  the  job,  and  possibly  not 
the  most  important  half.  I  think  almost  any 
member  of  the  City  Council,  and  almost  any  cit- 
izen of  Boston,  will  admit  that  one  of  the  chief 
troubles  in  the  street  situation  in  the  City  of  Boston 
is  the  custom  from  time  immemorial  of  digging 
up  old  and  new  streets  for  the  sinking  of  telephone 
conduits,  gas  pipes  and  other  public  service  needs, 
continually,  by  public  sen-ice  corporations.  The 
present  situation  is  the  situation  that  has  existed 
for  years,  and  one  which  has  been  of  no  advantage 
to  the  City  of  Boston  as  a  whole,  no  advantage 
to  the  public  service  corporations  and  no  advantage 


to  the  taxpayers.  It  has  been  of  advantage  only 
to  the  contractors  in  each  administration  who 
have  received  these  pet  plums,  because  under  the 
present  situation  the  public  utility  companies — 
whether  the  Edison  Light,  the  telephone  or  the 
gas  company — when  they  get  a  permit  to  open  a 
hole  in  your  street  or  my  street,  are  forced  to 
accept  the  contractor  whom  the  Mayor  of  the  city 
names  to  open  and  close  the  street.  When  we 
complain  in  City  Hall  the  Public  Works  Depart- 
ment very  politely  passes  the  buck  to  the  public 
service  corporation,  the  gas  company  or  whichever 
company  gets  the  permit  for  opening  the  street, 
and  when  the  citizen  goes  to  the  office  of  the  gas 
company  or  the  other  company,  he  is  told  that  it 
is  not  up  to  them  but  to  the  contractor  whom  the 
city  makes  them  use.  The  result  is  that  we  see 
these  mounds  in  the  street,  where  openings  have 
been  made  and  filled  up,  and  they  get  worse  and 
worse  as  the  months  go  by  with  trucks  passing 
oyer  them  and  cutting  deeper  and  deeper  on  each 
side.  Certainly,  we  do  not  get  an  even  break  in 
the  matter.  Therefore,  I  feel  that  the  responsi- 
bility should  be  placed  where  it  belongs.  When 
a  public  service  corporation  gets  the  right  to  open 
the  streets,  let  it  name  the  contractor  and  file  the 
proper  bond  that  the  street  shall  be  left  as  they 
found  it.  I  certainly  trust  that  some  such  action 
will  be  taken,  doing  away  with  this  constant  passing 
of  the  buck  which  we  have  seen  going  on  for  forty 
or  fifty  years. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


INFORMATION    AS    TO    AMBULANCE 
FACILITIES. 

Coun.  WILSON  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Trustees  of  the  Boston  City 
Hospital  be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the 
Mayor,  to  investigate  and  report  to  the  Boston 
City  Council  with  reference  to  the  reported  recent 
failure  of  proper  and  prompt  ambulance  facilities 
at  the  Boston  City  Hospital  incident  to  the  death 
of  one  Barnes,  formerly  of  Kirkland  street, 
Roxburv. 

Coun.  WILSON — Mr.  President,  I  certainly 
would  not  want  to  again  go  through  the  throes  of 
the  unfortunate  but  very  effective  investigation 
that  we  had  of  the  hospital  a  few  years  ago.  But  I 
do  feel  that  the  Tnstees  of  the  City  Hospital  will 
welcome  an  opportunity  to  investigate  and  explain 
this  reported  instance  referred  to  in  the  order.  If 
correctly  reported,  a  man  named  Barnes,  eighty- 
two  years  of  age,  formerly  living  at  36  Kirkland 
street,  died  within  the  last  few  days,  under  these 
circumstances.  When  he  was  found  to  be  dying, 
an  ambulance  call  was  sent  to  the  Boston  City 
Hospital  as  early  as  ten  o'clock  in  the  morning. 
The  ambulance  did  not  appear.  Another  call  was 
put  in  by  a  doctor  at  1.50  p.  m.,  to  the  effect  that 
the  man  was  dying,  and  asking  for  the  ambulance 
There  was  still  no  results.  The  call  was  repeated 
at  5.45  p.  m.  and  when  the  ambulance  finally 
arrived,  if  the  reports  are  correct,  at  6.45  p.  m., 
what  might  naturally  have  been  expected  had 
occurred, —the  man  had  died, — and  the  city's 
gasolene  had  been  used  for  nothing. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


Adjourned,  at  4.40  p.  m.,  on  motion  of  Coun. 
LYNCH,  to  meet  on  Monday,  January  12,  1931,  at 
2  p.  m. 


CITY    OF    BOSTON 


PRINTING    DEPARTMENT 
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Proceedings  of  City  Council. 


Monday,  January  12,  1931. 
Regular  meeting   of   the   City   Council  in   the 
Council  Chamber,  City  Hall,  at  2  p.  m.,  President 
McGRATH  in   the   chair.     Absent,   Coun.   Fitz- 
gerald and  Murray. 


COMMITTEE  APPOINTMENTS. 

President  McGRATH  announced  the  following 
committee  appointments  for  the  year: 

Executive. 
Coun.    Gallagher,    Chairman,    and    the    entire 
membership. 

Appropriations. 
Coun.    Curtis,   Cox,   Arnold,   Englert,    Norton, 
Fitzgerald,  Gallagher. 

Claims. 
Coun.  Bush,  Donovan,  Wilson,  Fish,  Kelly. 

County  Accounts. 
Coun.    Fitzgerald,    Curtis,   Green,    Power,    Ma- 
honey. 

Finance. 
Coun.    Bush,   Green,    Mahoney,  Gleason,   Hein, 
Murray,  Donovan. 

Inspection  of  Prisons. 
Coun.  Gleason,  Bush,  Norton,  Lynch,  Mahoney. 

Jitney  Licenses. 
Coun.  Murray,  Cox,  Gleason,  Mahoney,  Power. 

Legislative  Matters. 
Coun.  Green,  Donovan,  Wilson,  Gleason,  Fitz- 
gerald. 

Ordinances. 
Coun.     Hein,     Curtis,     Cox,     Englert,     Power, 
Arnold,  Fitzgerald. 

Parkman  Fund. 
Coun.  Wilson,  Arnold,  Murray,  Curtis,  Gleason. 

Printing. 
Coun.  Cox,  Wilson,  Green,  Donovan,  Gallagher. 

Public  Lands. 
Coun.  Lynch,  Englert,  Fish,  Green,  Mahoney. 

Rules. 
Coun.  Donovan,  Arnold,  Gallagher,  Fish,  Lynch. 

Soldiers'  Relief. 
Coun.  Norton,  Lynch,  Ruby,  Hein,  Dowd. 

Special  Committees. 

Parks  and  Playgrounds. 

Coun.  Englert,  Dowd,  Hein,  Ruby,  Murray. 

Public  Safety. 
Coun.  Power,  Fish,  Kelly,  Bush,  Norton,  Dowd, 
Cox. 

Unclaimed  Baggage. 
Coun.  Ruby,  Dowd,  Kelly. 
Hospitals. 
Coun.  Arnold,  Gallagher,  Ruby,  Curtis,  Kelly. 


PETITIONS   REFERRED. 

The     following     petitions     were    received     and 
referred  to  the  committees  named,  viz.: 

Claims. 
Weston  W.  Adams,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  car  caused  by  an  alleged  defect  at  726  Hunting- 
ton avenue. 


John  W.  Benson,  for  refund  on  unused  refuse 
tickets. 

Brighton  Five  Cents  Savings  Bank,  for  refund 
on  refuse  tickets. 

Andrew  Brown,  for  refund  on  refuse  tickets. 

Mrs.  Rose  Burkowitch,  for  compensation  for 
injuries  caused  by  an  alleged  defect  in  Tremont 
street. 

Joseph  Cannava,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  property  at  99  Cambridge  street,  caused  by 
broken  water  pipe. 

A.  Claus'  Sons,  Inc.,  for  compensation  for  dam- 
age to  truck  by  city  truck. 

Mrs.  Margaret  M.  Corkery,  for  compensation 
for  injuries  caused  by  an  alleged  defect  in  Warren 
street,  Roxbury. 

John  Dadaian,  for  refund  on  refuse  tickets. 

Francis  Hartnett,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  car  by  city  truck. 

Houghton  &  Dutton  Company,  to  be  paid  for 
merchandise  delivered  to  Mrs.  Charles  Castor. 

Imperial  Amusement  Company,  for  refund  on 
refuse  tickets. 

L.  K.  Liggett  Company,  for  refund  on  refuse 
tickets. 

Massachusetts  Motor  Car  Company,  for  refund 
on  refuse  tickets. 

Anna  J.  McGee,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  an  alleged  defect  at  36  Mystic  street, 
Charlestown. 

Martin  L.  McHugh  et  al.,  for  compensation  for 
damage  to  property  at  123  M  street,  South  Boston, 
by  fire  apparatus. 

Mrs.  Rosa  Perruccone,  for  compensation  for 
injuries  caused  by  city  truck. 

Chester  D.  Rich,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  car  by  city  wagon. 

John  Roubapis,  for  refund  on  refuse  tickets. 

Samuel  Rumsey,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  property  at  193A  Woodrow  avenue,  caused  by 
defective  sewer  pipe. 

Joseph  Segal,  for  compensation  for  damage  to 
drain  pipe  at  372  Harrison  avenue,  caused  by 
negligence  of  city  employees. 

Norman  Torf,  for  compensation  for  damage  to 
car  by  city  team. 

Executive. 

Petition  of  Mrs.  Mary  Allen  of  258  Lafayette 
street,  Randolph,  Mass.,  for  annuity  because  of 
death  of  her  husband,  Joseph  O.  Allen,  a  member 
of  the  Boston  Fire  Department,  who  died  from 
injuries  received  in  performance  of  his  duties. 


MINORS. 

Petitions  were  received  for  children  under  fifteen 
years  of  age  to  appear  at  places  of  public  amuse- 
ment, viz.: 

Rose  Schweda,  at  Steinert  Hall,  January  30. 

Anthony  Zydanovich,  Lithuanian  Hall,  Janu- 
ary 18. 

On  motion  of  Coun.  GREEN  and  RUBY,  respec- 
tively, the  rule  was  suspended,  and  leave  granted 
on  usual  conditions. 


REGISTRY  OF  DEEDS  PAY  ROLL. 

The  pay  roll  of  Registry  of  Deeds,  amounting  to 
$6,404.65,  from  December  15,  1930,  to  December 
31,  1930,  for  piece  work,  and  from  January  1,  1931, 
to  January  15,  1931,  for  regular  employees,  was 
received  and  approved. 


PAYMENT  OF  AID  TO  SOLDIERS  AND 
SAILORS. 

Coun.  RUBY,  for  the  Committee  on  Soldiers' 
Relief,  submitted  report  recommending  passage  of 
order  for  payment  of  aid  to  soldiers  and  sailors 
and  their  families  in  the  City  of  Boston  for  month 
of  January,  1931. 

Report  accepted;  said  order  passed. 


PUBLIC  HEARING  FOR  COUNTY 
EMPLOYEES. 

Coun.  KELLY  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  City  Council  grant  a  public 
hearing  to   employees  of   the   County  of   Suffolk 
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with  reference  to  the  salary  schedules  prepared  by 
the  Budget  Commissioner  and  which  are  now  be- 
fore this  body  for  consideration. 

Coun.  KELLY — Mr.  President,  before  saying  a 
few  words  in  relation  to  my  order,  I  want  to  pub- 
licly thank  the  President  for  my  appointment  on 
important  committees,  and  I  must  add  that  1 
did  not  get  the  appointment  that  I  requested. 
I  do  appreciate  my  appointment  on  the  Unclaimed 
Baggage  Committee.  [Laughter.]  I  know  it  is 
going  to  be  a  pleasant  committee  to  sit  on,  for  the 
simple  reason  that  it  will  never  meet,  and  it  will 
therefore  not  take  my  time  from  the  important 
business  1  have  to  discuss  here  from  day  to  day. 
This  order  I  have  introduced,  Mr.  President,  is 
merely  a  repetition  of  the  order  1  introduced  a 
few  weeks  ago  in  which  1  requested  the  Mayor  to 
approve  of  a  public  hearing  in  order  that  each  and 
every  county  employee  affected  by  the  budget 
plan  may  be  heard.  I  say  that  those  working  for 
the  County  of  Suffolk,  the  expenses  of  which  are 
paid  by  the  City  of  Boston,  should  be  heard  in  this 
matter  before  we  increase  or  decrease  any  par- 
ticular item.  1  feel  that  we  should  not  ratify  the 
action  of  the  Budget  Commissioner  here  without 
first  hearing  from  each  and  every  representative 
of  any  county  office  in  the  Suffolk  County  Court 
House  who  may  be  affected.  1  have,  therefore, 
introduced  this  order,  and  1  would  ask,  Mr.  Chair- 
man, that  each  and  every  person  employed  in  the 
County  of  Suffolk,  who  comes  under  the  City 
of  Boston's  paymaster,  be  notified  of  the  date  set 
for  the  hearing,  in  order  that  they  may  come 
before  our  honorable  body  and  tell  us  whether  or 
not  they  are  satisfied  with  this  particular  budget, 
and  in  order  that  they  may  know  more  clearly 
under  wnich  classification  of  the  budget — because 
this  is  still  a  mystery — they  come.  So  I  ask  a 
suspension  of  the  rule  for  the  passage  of  the 
order,  Mr.  President,  besides  thanking  you  again 
for  the  various  important  committees  upon  which 
I  have  been  appointed. 

The  order  was  re-read  at  request  of  Coun. 
Curtis. 

Coun.  CURTIS— Mr.  President,  wouldn't  it  be 
better  to  have  this  referred  to  the  appropriate 
committee  and  have  that  committee  hold  hearings? 
It  seems  to  me  there  is  no  necessity  for  the  pas- 
sage of  an  order  of  this  kind  at  this  time.  1  think 
it  should  be  referred  to  the  appropriate  committee. 

President  McGRATH— The  Chair  will  refer  the 
order  to  the  Executive  Committee.  As  a  matter 
of  procedure  hearings  should  be  given  by  com- 
mittees rather  than  the  City  Council. 

The  order  was  referred  to  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee. 


PROPOSED   REINSTATEMENT   OF 
ANTHONY   T.   McDONALD. 
Coun.  DONOVAN  offered  the  following: 

Resolved,  That  the  City  Council  of  Boston 
favors  the  enactment  of  legislation  authorizing 
the  reinstatement  of  Anthony  T.  McDonald  as  a 
member  of  the  Boston  Fire  Department. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


PROPOSED    IMPROVEMENTS    FOR 
WARD  22. 

Coun.  GALLAGHER  offered  the  following 
orders: 

Ordered,  That  the  Health  Commissioner  be 
requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to 
establish  a  convenience  station  in  Brighton  Center, 
Ward  22. 

Ordered,  That  the  trustees  of  the  George 
Robert  White  Fund  be  requested,  through  his 
Honor  the  Mayor,  to  consider  the  establishment 
and  maintenance  of  a  health  unit  in  Brighton. 

Ordered,  That  the  Fire  Commissioner  be  re- 
quested, through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  assign 
a  ladder  company  at  Oak  square,  Brighton. 

Ordered,  That  the  Boston  Traffic  Commission 
be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to 
install  an  automatic  traffic  signal  at  the  junction 
of  Washington  street,  Market  street  and  Chestnut 
Hill  avenue,  Ward  22. 


Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the 
Mayor,  to  repave  Chestnut  Hill  avenue,  Ward  22, 
with  smooth  paving. 

Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the 
Mayor,  to  repave  with  smooth  paving  Market 
street,  Ward  22. 

Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the 
Mayor,  to  repave  Western  avenue,  Ward  22,  with 
smooth  paving. 

Severally  passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


INVESTIGATION   RE   AMBULANCE 

FACILITIES. 

Coun.  WILSON  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  trustees  of  the  Boston  City 
Hospital  be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the 
Major,  to  investigate  and  report  t<>  the  Boston 
City  Council  with  reference  to  the  reported  recent 
failure  of  proper  and  prompt  ambulance  facilities 
at  the  Boston  City  Hospital  incident  t . ■  the  recent 
death  of  one  John  Connolly,  of  419  Shawmut 
avenue,  on  December  29,  1930. 

Coun.  WILSON — Mr.   President,  this  is  not  a 
repetition   of  last   week's   order,   although   it   may 
sound  like  it.     This  refers  to  another  instance  of 
the   same   nature,   and   it   is   introduced   in   order 
that  the  trustees  of  the  Boston  City  Hospital  may 
have  some  more  facts  to  work  on  in  addition  to 
those  brought  forth  in  the  order  I  presented  last 
week,  when  I  called  attention  to  an  instance,  as 
reported,  where  calls  were  sent  in  to  the  hospital 
for  ambulance  facilities  from   ten   o'clock  in   the 
morning  and  kept  up  unavailingly  until  the  man 
died    at    about    six    o'clock    in    the    evening.      I 
would  state  in  reference  to  last  week's  order  that 
the  name  of  the  man  then  referred  to  was  Robert 
Barnes  of  3  Kirkland  street,  not  in  Roxbury,  but 
in  the  South  End.     I  referred  last  week  in  con- 
nection   with    that   case   to   three   telephone   calls 
that   were  sent  in — at   10   o'clock  a.   m.,   at   1.50 
p.  m.,  and  at  5.45  p.   m.   I  understand  now  that 
there  were  no  less  than  six  to  eight  telephone  calls, 
two    by    the   doctor,    stating    that    the    man    was 
dying,  and  to  send  the  ambulance  at  once,   and 
other  calls  by  members  of  the  family.     One  call 
was  by  Dr.  Walter  Cox  of  Charlestown,  who  was 
informed   that  no  ambulance  was  available.     He 
was  asked,  "Who  are  you."'  and  made  the  quite 
proper  reply  to  a  question  of  that  kind  that  a  man 
was  dying  and  needed  hospital  attention  and  that 
they  had  been  trying  to  get  an  ambulance  since 
ten  o'clock  in  the  morning,  whereupon  the  employee 
at  the  City  Hospital  rang  him  off,  being  evidently 
slightly  irritated  by  the  response  of  the  man  at  the 
telephone.     In    calling    up    again,    however,    they 
were  treated  quite  courteously  by  Doctor  Gallagher 
of   the  City  Hospital,   but  when   the  ambulance 
arrived  the  man  was  dead.     There  was  some  remark 
from  the  hospital  to  the  effect  that  there  was  delay 
because  they  were  trying  to  do  business  with  three 
ambulances  when  they  needed  eight  or  ten.     The 
name  of  the  man  referred  to  in  the  order  I  have 
just  introduced  is  John  Connolly  of  449  Shawmut 
avenue,  a  man  over  eighty  years  of  age.     He  had  a 
shock  on  December  29,  1930,  and  Doctor  Freedman 
notified  the   City  Hospital  at  1.15  p.  m.  that  an 
ambulance   was   needed,   and   they   promised   that 
ambulance  in  an  hour.     There  were  five  calls  after 
1.15  p.  m.  until  4  o'clock  p.  m.,  the  doctor   tele- 
phoning three  times  and  a  call  also  going  in  from 
one  Thomas  Flanagan  of  19S  Walnut  avenue.     I 
understand  that  he  telephoned  twice,  rather  than 
once.     Finally,  in  view  of  the  failure  of  the  City 
Hospital  to  send  the  required  ambulance,  for  which 
they  began  calling  at  1.15  p.  m.  and  continued  up 
into  the  late  afternoon,  in  order  to  save  the  man's 
life  they  got  a  private  ambulance  and  he  was  sent 
to  the  Holy  Ghost  Hospital.     Having  these  facts 
in  mind,  and  it  would  seem  that  these  apparently 
are  not  merely  isolated  instances  but  are  subject 
to  repetition,  I  would  ask  for  the  fullest  investiga- 
tion of  the  matter  by  the  Boston  City  Hospital 
Trustees  and  a  report  to  us,  in  all  fairness.     They 
have  been  given  some  facts  to  work  on  and  are  not 
now  in  the  position  of  dealing  with  hazy  impres- 
sions.    I  would  suggest,  therefore,  that  they  now 
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look  into   the   matter  and   make  a  prompt   and 
proper  reply  to  the  City  Council. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


CONFIRMATION        OF       APPOINTMENTS. 

Under  unfinished  business  President  McGRATH 
called  up  No.  1  on  the  calendar,  viz.: 

1.  Action  on  appointments  submitted  by  the 
Mayor  January  5,  1931,  of  Wilfred  L.  Collins, 
Albert  W.  Clerk  and  Ralph  B.  Clark,  to  be  Weighers 
of  Coal. 

The  question  came  on  confirmation.  Com- 
mittee, Coun.  Lynch  and  Fish.  Whole  number  of 
ballots  14,  yeas  14,  and  the  appointments  were 
confirmed. 


TRAFFIC   SYSTEM   FOR   BLUE   HILL 

.       AVENUE. 

Coun.  RUBY  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Traffic  Commissioner  be 
requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to 
install  an  automatic  traffic  signal  system  on  Blue 
Hill  avenue,  from  Grove  Hall  to  Mattapan  square. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


MOTHERS'   REST   IN   WARD  14. 

Coun.  RUBY  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Park  Commission  be  re- 
quested, through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  make  a 
study  and  report  to  the  City  Council  as  to  a 
probable  site  and  the  cost  of  establishing  a  mothers' 
rest  in  the  Wellington  Hill  section  of  Ward  14. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


PROPOSED    BLEACHERS    FOR    FRANKLIN 
FIELD! 

Coun.  RUBY  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  twenty  thousand 
dollars  be,  and  the  same  hereby  is,  appropriated, 
to  be  expended  under  the  direction  of  the  Park 
Commission,  for  the  erection  of  bleachers  on 
Franklin  Field,  and  that  to  meet  said  appropria- 
tion the  City  Treasurer  be  authorized  to  issue, 
from  time  to  time,  upon  the  request  of  the  Mayor, 
bonds  or  certificates  of  indebtedness  of  the  city  to 
said  amount. 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 


RESURFACING  OF  ST.  JAMES  STREET. 

Coun.  BUSH  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the 
Mayor,  to  resurface  St.  James  street,  Ward  12, 
with  smooth  paving. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


TRAFFIC  SYSTEM  FOR  SEAVER  STREET. 

Coun.  BUSH  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Traffic  Commissioner  be 
requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to 
install  a  traffic  signal  system  on  Seaver  street, 
Ward  12,  between  Egleston  square  and  Columbia 
road. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


PROPOSED      INCREASE      IN      FIREMEN'S 
SALARIES. 

Coun.  HEIN  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Fire  Commissioner  be  re- 
quested, through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  include 
in  the  budget  for  1931  a  sum  sufficient  to  provide 
for  a  salary  increase  of  two  hundred  dollars  for 
each  member  of  the  Fire  Department. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


PROPOSED  RESURFACING  FOR  WARD   18 
STREETS. 

Coun.  NORTON  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor, 
to  include  in  his  street  resurfacing  program  for  the 
year  1931  the  following  streets: 

Dell  avenue,  Hyde  Park  avenue,  from  Neponset 
avenue  to  Clarendon  Hills  square;  Lexington 
avenue. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


WHITE     WAY     LIGHTING   FOR     WARD     8 
STREETS. 

Coun.  DOWD  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the 
Mayor,  to  include  in  the  budget  for  1931  a  sum 
sufficient  to  provide  for  a  "white  way"  system 
of  lighting  on  Washington  street,  Dudley  street 
and  Warren  street,  Ward  8. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


CLEANING    OF    WARD    6    STREETS. 

Coun.  MAHONEY  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the 
Mayor,  to  thoroughly  clean  Broadway,  Ward  6, 
from  Dorchester  avenue  to  Farragut  road,  and 
Fourth  street,  Ward  6,  from  K  street  to  Farragut 
road,  upon  the  occasion  of  any  snowfall  during  the 
present  winter. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


Adjourned,  on  motion  of  Coun.  LYNCH,  at 
3.21  p.  m.,  to  meet  on  Monday,  January  19,  1931. 
at  2  p.  m. 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceedings  of  City  Council. 


Monday,  January  19,  1931. 
Regular  meeting  of  the  City   Council,   held   in 
the    Council    Chamber,    City    Hall,    at   2    p.    m., 
President     McGRATH     in     the     chair.     Absent, 
Coun.  Cox,  Hein,  Mahoney  and  Murray. 


APPOINTMENTS  BY  THE  MAYOR. 

Subject  to  confirmation  by  the  Council,  the 
Mayor  submitted  the  following  appointments  for 
the  term  ending  April  30,  1931,  viz.: 

Weigher  of  Coal:  Walter  M.  Cotting,  44  Yale 
avenue,  Wakefield. 

Constables:  Clarence  H.  Goler,  36  East  Lenox 
street;  Timothy  Ryan,  6  Beacon  street,  Boston; 
Fred  C.  Burracker,  1880  Commonwealth  avenue, 
city;  Joseph  Landy,  39  Glenville  avenue,  Allston; 
Joseph  G.  Ashman,  299  East  Eighth  street,  South 
Boston;  Hyman  Fryhon,  230  Geneva  avenue, 
Dorchester;  Cornelius  J.  Monahan,  126  Cedar 
street,  Roxbury;  Charles  Johnson,  138  Devon 
street,  Dorchester;  John  M.  Kelly,  37  Edison 
green,  Dorchester;  Harvey  A.  Corcoran,  67  Semont 
road,  Dorchester;  Marks  Goldstein,  31  Hiawatha 
road,  Dorchester;  Francis  P.  Byrne,  113  Stoughton 
street,  Dorchester;  Martin  F.  Foley,  10  Glendale 
street,  Dorchester;  Joseph  M.  Weinberg,  27 
Warren  avenue. 

Severally  laid  over  a  week  under  the  law. 


TERM    OF    OFFICE,     TRANSIT     COMMIS- 
SIONERS. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  January  19,  1931. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  submit  herewith  and  recommend 
for  passage  by  your  honorable  body  the  accom- 
panying ordinance  changing  the  term  of  office  of 
the  Transit  Commissioners  from  one  year  to  three 
years.  It  seems  to  me  to  be  in  accord  with  the 
principles  of  efficient  government  to  have  the 
terms  of  members  of  important  boards  extend 
for  more  than  one  year  and  expire  in  different 
years. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 


An  Ordinance  Concerning   the  Transit   Commis- 
sioners. 
Be  it  ordained  by    the  City   Council   of  Boston, 
as  follows: 

Section  1.  Chapter  thirty-five  of  the  Revised 
Ordinances  of  1925  is  hereby  amended  in  section 
one  by  striking  out  in  line  three  the  words  "for 
the  term  of  one  year  each." 

Sect.  2.  Chapter  two  of  the  Revised  Ordi- 
nances of  1925  is  hereby  amended  in  section  one 
by  striking  out  the  following  clause  "For  the 
term  of  one  year  beginning  with  the  first  day  of 
May  in  the  year  of  appointment,  three  members 
of  the  Transit  Commission." 

Sect.  3.  In  the  year  1931  the  Mayor  Bhall 
appoint  three  members  of  the  transit  commission, 
one  for  the  term  of  one  year,  one  for  the  term  of 
two  years,  and  one  for  the  term  of  three  years, 
and  thereafter,  as  the  terms  expire,  shall  appoint 
one  member  for  the  term  of  three  years.  All  of 
said  terms  shall  begin  with  the  first  day  of  May 
in  the  year  of  appointment. 

Sect.  4.  This  ordinance  shall  take  effect  upon 
its  passage. 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Ordinances. 


IMPROVEMENT  OF  AIRPORT. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  January  19,  1931. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  submit  herewith  and  recommend 
for  passage  the  accompanying  resolution  favoring 
legislation  for  borrowing  money  for  the  improve- 
ment of  the  airport.  The  adoption  of  this  resolu- 
tion is  required  under  the  rules  of  the  Legislature 
before  the  matter  can  be  given  consideration. 
Respectfully, 
James  M.  Cuhley,  Mayor. 

Resolved,  That  the  City  Council  of  the  City  of 
Boston  favors  the  enactment  of  legislation  author- 
izing the  City  of  Boston  to  borrow  one  million 
two  hundred  fifty  thousand  dollars  for  airport 
purposes,  as  set  forth  in  a  bill,  accompanying  a 
petition  of  the  Mayor  of  the  City  of  Boston,  or 
like  legislation  to  accomplish  the  same  ends,  and 
favors  the  borrowing  of  money  outside  the  legal 
limit  of  indebtedness  to  accomplish  said  purpose 
like  or  as  set  forth  in  said  bill. 

Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 


AMBULANCE  FACILITIES,  CITY  HOSPITAL. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  January  15,  1931. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  herewith  transmit  to  you  report 
received  from  the  trustees  of  the  Boston  City 
Hospital,  relative  to  the  order  adopted  by  your 
honorable  body,  and  reading  as  follows:  "Ordered, 
That  the  Trustees  of  the  Boston  City  Hospital  be 
requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  in- 
vestigate and  report  to  the  Boston  City  Council 
with  reference  to  the  reported  recent  failure  of 
proper  and  prompt  ambulance  facilities  at  the 
Boston  City  Hospital  incident  to  the  death  of  one 
Barnes,  formerly  of  Kirkland  street,  Roxbury." 
Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

Trustees'  Statement  re  Case  of  Robert 
Barnes. 

Exactly  ten  minutes  after  the  call  from  Dr. 
Delia  Salla,  2.05  p.  m.,  the  ambulance  left  the  City 
Hospital  with  a  male  nurse  in  charge  for  a  patient 
named  Robert  Barnes  at  an  address  No.  13  Kirk- 
land street.  This  address  was  checked  by  the 
telephone  operator  three  times  from  the  person 
who  made  the  call,  and  in  addition  information 
was  secured  that  further  directions  could  be  ob- 
tained at  a  store  at  the  corner  of  Kirkland  street 
and  Broadway.  There  was  no  person  by  the  name 
of  Robert  Barnes  at  13  Kirkland  street.  The 
nurse  in  charge  immediately  went  to  the  corner 
store  and  also  inquired  of  the  neighbors  without 
being  able  to  locate  Mr.  Barnes.  The  nurse 
reported  promptly  that  he  could  not  find  him. 
During  the  afternoon  the  hospital  tried  twice  to 
reach  Dr.  Delia  Salla  without  success.  Late  in  the 
afternoon  an  unknown  woman  telephoned  that 
the  correct  address  of  Mr.  Barnes  was  No.  3  Kirk- 
land street,  and  at  5.45  an  ambulance  went  to  the 
corrected  address.  On  arrival,  Mr.  Barnes  was 
found  to  be  dead. 

There  are  six  ambulances  available  for  calls. 
This  number  does  not  include  one  ambulance  at 
East  Boston  and  one  at  the  Haymarket  Square 
Relief  Station.  The  hospital  employs  nineteen 
ambulance  drivers  covering  twenty-four  hours' 
service. 

The  daily  average  of  ambulance  calls  at  the  City 
Hospital  is  less  than  eighteen  per  day.  With  these 
infrequent  calls  it  is  a  rare  occasion  when  an  ambu- 
lance is  not  in  readiness  when  the  call  comes  in; 
even  if  the  ambulances  are  all  out,  the  records 
show  only  a  short  period  before  the  call  is  answered. 

Placed  on  file. 


SERVICE 


EXCAVATIONS      BY      PUBLIC 
CORPORATIONS. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  January  15,  1931. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  herewith  transmit  to  you  report 
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from  Joseph  A.  Rourke,  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works,  regarding  your  request  that  street  sur- 
faces opened  shall  be  promptly  restored  in  a 
proper  condition.  This  is  in  reply  to  your  order 
of  January  5,  1931. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 


City  of  Boston, 
Public  Works  Department,  January  7,  1931. 
To  his  Honor  the  Mayor. 

In  reply  to  attached  order  in  Council,  by  Coun- 
cilor Wilson,  dated  January  5,  requesting  that 
commencing  with  the  year  1931  the  restoration  of 
excavations  of  public  service  corporations  by  per- 
manent pavement  be  done  by  the  companies 
themselves:  The  policy  at  present  in  vogue  re- 
quires that  the  city  be  divided  into  districts,  to 
each  of  which  is  assigned  a  contractor  to  per- 
manently restore  all  pavements  opened  by  public 
service  corporations  and,  in  many  cases,  by  city 
departments,  so  that  one  contractor  cleans  up  all 
cuts  in  any  one  street  at  one  time,  and  we  see  no 
reason  why  this  policy  should  be  changed  as  it  has 
seemed  to  work  successfully. 

Yours  respectfully, 

J.  A.  Rourkk, 
Commissioner  of  Public  Works. 
Placed  on  file. 


FANEUIL   STREET   PLAYGROUND. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  January  16,  1931. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — 1  herewith  transmit  to  you  report 
from  William  P.  Long,  chairman  of  the  Park 
Commission,  regarding  the  Faneuil  Street  Play- 
ground. This  is  in  reply  to  your  order  of  January 
5,  1931. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Park  Department,  January  9,  1931. 
Hon.  James  M.  Curley, 

Mayor  of  Boston. 
Dear  Sir, — I  have  an  order  from  the  City  Council 
that  the  Park  Commission,  through  your  Honor,  be 
requested  to  name  the  new  playground  on  Faneuil 
street,  Brighton,  the  "Sergeant  Arthur  Fenatti 
McKinney  Playground." 

It  has  always  been  the  policy  of  the  Park  Com- 
mission to  investigate  thoroughly  the  record  of  the 
soldier  for  whom  the  playground  is  to  be  named,  and 
upon  receipt  of  such  information  I  will  be  pleased  to 
forward  same  to  your  office  for  your  consideration. 
Very  respectfully  yours, 

William  P.  Long, 

Chairman. 
Placed  on  file. 


LOCKER    BUILDING,  MARY    HEMENWAY 
PLAYGROUND. 

The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  Januarv  16,  1931. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  herewith  transmit  to  you  report 
from  William  P.  Long,  chairman  of  the  Park  Com- 
mission, regarding  your  request  for  a  locker  build- 
ing at  the  Mary  Hemenway  Playground.  This  is 
in  reply  to  your  order  of  January  5,  1931. 
Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley',  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Park  Department,  January  9,  1931. 
Hon.  James  M.  Curley. 

Mayor  of  Boston. 
Dear  Sir, — I  have  an  order  from  the  City  Council 
requesting  this  department,  through  your  Honor, 
to  include  in  the  budget  for  1931  a  sum  sufficient  to 
provide  for  the  erection  of  a  locker  building  and 
bleachers  on  the  Mary  Hemenway  Playground. 

I  respectfully  beg  to  inform  you  that  I  feel  this 
should  be  a  loan  order  instead  of  a  budget  item. 
Very  respectfully  yours, 

William  P.  Long, 
Chairman. 
Placed  on  file. 


AIR  CONDITIONS  IN  CHARLESTOWN. 
The  following  was  received: 

City   of   Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  January  16,  1931. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  herewith  transmit  to  you  report 
from  Dr.  Francis  X.  Mahoney,  Health  Com- 
missioner, regarding  your  request  for  an  investiga- 
tion of  the  air  in  Charlestown  Friday  evening, 
December  19,  1930.  This  is  in  reply  to  your  order 
of   December  22,    1930. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Health  Department,  January  6,  1931. 
Hon.  James  M.  Curley, 

Mayor  of  Boston. 
Dear  Sir, — Replying  to  the  following   order  of 
the  Citv  Council,  transmitted  by  you  on  December 
24,  1930: 

"Ordered,  That  the  Health  Commissioner  be 
requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  make 
a  thorough  investigation,  with  a  view  to  applying 
a  remedy,  of  the  cause  of  the  nauseating  odors 
that  filled  the  air  in  Charlestown  on  Friday  eve- 
ning, December  19,  causing  sickness  and  an 
epidemic  of  throat  trouble,  and  to  report  to  the 
City  Council  at  once. 

In  City  Council  December  22,   1930.     Passed. 
a ttest * 

W.  J.  Doy-le,  City  Clerk." 

The  Health  Department  has  made  an  investi- 
gation with  the  following  results: 

From  information  given  this  department  the 
odors  referred  to  were  believed  to  be  from  some 
one  or  more  of  the  industrial  plants  located  in  the 
city  of  Everett. 

Our  own  investigations  did  not  disclose  any 
such  objectionable  odors,  and  our  Medical  Division 
reports  that  only  two  (2)  cases  of  septic  sore  throat 
were  recorded  during  the  months  of  October, 
November  and  December,  in  the  Charlestown 
district. 

We  have  visited  the  various  industrial  plants 
in  the  city  of  Everett  in  company  with  an  official 
of  the  Everett  Board  of  Health,  and,  while  they 
disclaimed  responsibility,  they  all  promised  co- 
operation in  reducing  offensive  odors  to  a  minimum. 

We  have  also  been  in  consultation  with  Mr. 
Wright  of  the  State  Department  of  Health  with 
regard  to  this  matter,  who  has  had  this  matter 
under  consideration  and  who  also  promises  co- 
operation. 

Inasmuch  as  the  whole  matter  comes  within  the 
jurisdiction  of  the  state,  a  copy  of  the  order  in 
question  has  been  forwarded  to  the  State  Depart- 
ment of  Health  for  attention. 

We  will  keep  in  touch  with  the  matter,  and,  if 
occasion  requires,  take  such  action  as  circumstances 
dictate. 

I  am  forwarding  herewith,  for  your  information, 
a  copy  of  a  letter  sent  by  George  H.  Bigelow,  M.  D., 
State  Commissioner  of  Public  Health,  to  Mr. 
A.  L.  Gardner,  Works  Manager,  Merrimac  Chem- 
ical Company,  regarding  possible  odors  from  that 
plant,  following  a  conference  of  the  representatives 
of  the  various  Everett  industries,  held  at  the 
office  of  the  State  Department  of  Health  on 
August  14,  1930.  Also  a  copy  of  report  of  Dr. 
Frederick  J.  Bailey  of  the  Boston  Health  Depart- 
ment regarding  the  records  of  septic  sore  throat 
in  the  Charlestown  district. 

Respectfully  submitted, 
F.  X.  Mahonet,  M.  D., 
Health  Commissioner. 

Placed  on  file. 


TRAFFIC  SIGNALS,  SOUTHERN  ARTERY. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  January  16,  1931. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  herewith  transmit  to  you  report 
from  Hon.  Joseph  A.  Conry,  Traffic  Commissioner, 
with  reference  to  installing  traffic  signals  on  the 
Southern  Artery.  This  is  in  reply  to  your  order 
of  January  5,  1931. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 


JANUARY    19,     1931. 
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Boston  Traffic  Commission,  January  9,  1931. 
Hon.  James  M.  Curley, 

Mayor  of  Boston. 

Dear  Sir, — I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge 
receipt  of  the  order  of  the  City  Council,  dated 
January  5,  1931,  as  follows: 

"Ordered,  That  the  Traffic  Commissioner, 
through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  be  respectfully  re- 
quested to  install  automatic  signal  lights  at  dan- 
gerous street  intersections  adjacent  to  the  Southern 
Artery  and  especially  at  the  intersection  of  the 
Southern  Artery  at  Dorchester  Avenue." 

The  intersection  of  Dorchester  avenue  and 
Gallivan  Boulevard  is  one  that  is  entitled  to  an 
early  installation  of  automatic  traffic  signal  lights. 
In  the  list  which  it  is  expected  will  be  forwarded 
to  your  Honor  during  this  month  of  points  entitled 
to  important  consideration  this  intersection  will  be 
included. 

Yours  very  truly, 
Joseph  A.  Conry,  Commissioner. 

Placed  on  file. 


LOAN  ORDERS  FOR  £3,817,000. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  January  19,  1931. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — The  total  debt  incurring  power  as 
estimated  by  the  City  Auditor  for  the  year  1931  is 
$4,600,000,  as  against  $5,700,000  last  year,  or 
$1,100,000  less  than  in  1930. 

A  conference  with  the  municipal  department 
heads  convinces  me  that  the  wisest  course  to  pursue 
is  the  submission  of  a  budget  of  loan  requirements, 
and  1  accordingly  recommend  the  adoption  of  the 
loans  as  determined  upon,  in  the  following  amounts: 

Sewerage  Works $1,000,000 

Branch  Libraries 200,000 

Playground  Improvements 150,000 

Recreation  Building,  Long  Island 200,000 

Castle    Island    and    Marine    Park  Im- 
provements        200,000 

Two  Police  Stations 700,000 

One  Fire  Station 350,000 

City    Hospital    Buildings,    inside    debt 

limit 492,000 

City   Hospital   Buildings,    outside   debt 

limit 321,000 

Public  Golf  Course 275,000 

Shawmut  Avenue  Bridge 75,000 

Morton  Street  Bridge 175,000 


The  amount  of  the  loan  orders  within  the  debt 
incurring  power,  as  herewith  submitted,  amount  to 
$3,817,000,  and  to  this  sum  must  be  added  the 
amount  of  $300,000  for  order  pending  before  your 
honorable  body  to  be  expended  for  building  for 
Public  Welfare  Department,  making  a  grand  total 
of  $4,117,000.  The  balance  available  for  emer- 
gencies represents  the  minimum  amount  which 
in  my  opinion  should  be  held  in  reserve,  and  pro- 
vided conditions  warrant,  made  available  for  neces- 
sary public  works  at  the  close  of  the  year  1931. 
Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

Ordered,  That  under  the  provisions  of  chapter 
426  of  the  Acta  of  1897,  as  amended  by  chapter  204 
of  the  Acts  of  1908  and  chapter  178  of  the  Acts  of 
1930,  the  sum  of  $1,000,000  be,  and  hereby  is, 
appropriated  to  be  expended  under  the  direction 
of  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Works  for  sewerage 
works,  and  that  to  meet  said  appropriation  the 
City  Treasurer  be  authorized  to  issue,  from  time  to 
time,  upon  request  of  the  Mayor,  bonds  or  certifi- 
cates of  indebtedness  of  the  city  to  said  amount. 

Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  $200,000  be,  and  the 
same  hereby  is,  appropriated  to  be  expended  under 
the  direction  of  the  Library  Trustees  for  Branch 
Libraries,  Establishment  of,  and  that  to  meet  said 
appropriation  the  City  Treasurer  be  authorized  to 
issue,  from  time  to  time,  upon  request  of  the 
Mayor,  bonds  or  certificates  of  indebtedness  of 
the  city  to  said  amount. 

Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  $200,000  be,  and  the 
same  hereby  is,  appropriated  to  be  expended  under 
the  direction  of  the  Institutions  Commissioner 
for  Recreation  Building,  Long  Island  Hospital, 
Establishment  of,  and  that  to  meet  said  appro- 
priation the  City  Treasurer  be  authorized  to  issue, 


from  time  to  time,  upon  request  of  the  Mayor, 
bonds  or  certificates  of  indebtedness  of  the  city  to 
said  amount. 

Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  $200,000  be,  and  the 
same  hereby  is,  appropriated  to  be  expended  under 
the  direction  of  the  Board  of  Park  Commissioners 
for  Castle  Island  and  Marine  Park,  Improvements, 
etc.,  and  that  to  meet  said  appropriation  the  City 
Treasurer  be  authorized  to  issue,  from  time  to 
time,  upon  request  of  the  Mayor,  bonds  or  certifi- 
cates of  indebtedness  of  the  city  to  said  amount. 

Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  $275,000  be,  and  the 
same  hereby  is,  appropriated  to  be  expended  under 
the  direction  of  the  Board  of  Park  Commissioners 
for  Public  Golf  Course,  and  that  to  meet  said 
appropriation  the  City  Treasurer  be  authorized  to 
issue,  from  time  to  time,  upon  request  of  the 
Mayor,  bonds  or  certificates  of  indebtedness  of 
the  city  to  said  amount. 

Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  $75,000  be,  and  the 
same  hereby  is,  appropriated  to  be  expended 
under  the  direction  of  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  for  Shawmut  Avenue  Bridge,  and  that  to 
meet  said  appropriation  the  City  Treasurer  be 
authorized  to  issue,  from  time  to  time,  upon  re- 
quest of  the  Mayor,  bonds  or  certificates  of  in- 
debtedness of  the  city  to  said  amount. 

Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  $175,000  be,  and  the 
same  hereby  is,  appropriated  to  be  expended 
under  the  direction  of  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  for  Morton  Street  Bridge,  and  that  to 
meet  said  appropriation  the  City  Treasurer  be 
authorized  to  issue,  from  time  to  time,  upon 
request  of  the  Mayor,  bonds  or  certificates  of 
indebtedness  of  the  city  to  said  amount. 

Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  $350,000  be,  and  the 
same  hereby  is,  appropriated  to  be  expended 
under  the  direction  of  the  Fire  Commissioner  for 
New  Fire  Station,  South  Boston  district,  and  that 
to  meet  said  appropriation  the  City  Treasurer  be 
authorized  to  issue,  from  time  to  time,  upon  re- 
quest of  the  Mayor,  bonds  or  certificates  of  in- 
debtedness of  the  city  to  said  amount. 

Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  $350,000  be,  and  the 
same  hereby  is,  appropriated  to  be  expended  under 
the  direction  of  the  Police  Commissioner  for  New 
Police  Station,  West  End  district,  and  that  to 
meet  said  appropriation  the  City  Treasurer  be 
authorized  to  issue,  from  time  to  time,  upon  re- 
quest of  the  Mayor,  bonds  or  certificates  of  in- 
debtedness of  the  city  to  said  amount. 

Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  $350,000  be,  and 
the  same  hereby  is,  appropriated  to  be  expended 
under  the  direction  of  the  Police  Commissioner 
for  New  Police  Station  and  Garage,  Divisions 
4  and  5,  and  that  to  meet  said  appropriation 
the  City  Treasurer  be  authorized  to  issue,  from 
time  to  time,  upon  request  of  the  Mayor,  bonds 
or  certificates  of  indebtedness  of  the  city  to  said 
amount. 

Ordered,  That  under  the  authority  of  chapter 
237  of  the  Acts  of  1928  the  sum  of  $43,000  be, 
and  the  same  hereby  is,  appropriated  to  be  ex- 
pended by  the  Trustees  of  the  Boston  City  Hos- 
pital for  Electrical  Distribution  Center,  Estab- 
lishment of,  and  that  to  meet  said  appropriation 
the  City  Treasurer  be  authorized  to  issue,  from 
time  to  time,  on  request  of  the  Mayor,  bonds  or 
certificates  of  indebtedness  of  the  City  of  Boston 
to  said  amount,  the  same  to  be  issued  outside  the 
limit  of  indebtedness. 

Ordered,  That  under  the  authority  of  chapter 
237  of  the  Acts  of  1928  the  sum  of  $43,000  be, 
and  the  same  hereby  is,  appropriated  to  be  ex- 
pended by  tlie  Trustees  of  the  Boston  City  Hos- 
pital for  Electrical  Distribution  Center,  Estab- 
lishment of,  and  that  to  meet  said  appropriation 
the  City  Treasurer  be  authorized  to  issue,  from 
time  to  time,  on  request  of  the  Mayor,  bonds  or 
certificates  of  indebtedness  of  the  City  of  Boston 
to  said  amount. 

Ordered,  That  under  the  authority  of  chapter 
237  of  the  Acts  of  1928  the  sum  of  $37,000  be, 
and  the  same  hereby  is,  appropriated  to  be  ex- 
pended by  the  Trustees  of  the  Boston  City  Hos- 
pital for  Children's  Pavilion,  and  that  to  meet 
said  appropriation  the  City  Treasurer  be  author- 
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ized  to  issue,  from  time  to  time,  on  request  of  the 
Mayor,  bonds  or  certificates  of  indebtedness  of 
the  City  of  Boston  to  said  amount,  the  same  to 
be  issued  outside  the  limit  of  indebtedness. 

Ordered,  That  under  the  authority  of  chapter 
237  of  the  Acts  of  1928  the  sum  of  $37,000  be, 
and  the  same  hereby  is,  appropriated  to  be  ex- 
pended by  the  Trustees  of  the  Boston  City  Hos- 
pital for  Children's  Pavilion,  and  that  to  meet 
said  appropriation  the  City  Treasurer  be  author- 
ized to  issue,  from  time  to  time,  on  request  of  the 
Mayor,  bonds  or  certificates  of  indebtedness  of 
the  City  of  Boston  to  said  amount. 

Ordered,  That  under  the  authority  of  chapter 
237  of  the  Acts  of  1928  the  sum  of  $42,000  be,  and 
the  same  hereby  is,  appropriated  to  be  expended  by 
the  Trustees  of  the  Boston  City  Hospital  for 
Burnham  Memorial  Building,  Remodeling,  etc., 
and  that  to  meet  said  appropriation  the  City- 
Treasurer  be  authorized  to  issue,  from  time  to  time, 
on  request  of  the  Mayor,  bonds  or  certificates 
of  indebtedness  of  the  City  of  Boston  to  said 
amount,  the  same  to  be  issued  outside  the  limit  of 
indebtedness. 

Ordered,  That  under  the  authority  of  chapter 
237  of  the  Acts  of  1928  the  sum  of  $42,000  be,  and 
the  same  hereby  is,  appropriated  to  be  expended 
by  the  Trustees  of  the  Boston  City  Hospital  for 
Burnham  Memorial  Building,  Remodeling,  etc., 
and  that  to  meet  said  appropriation  the  City 
Treasurer  be  authorized  to  issue,  from  time  to  time, 
on  request  of  the  Mayor,  bonds  or  certificates  of 
indebtedness  of  the  City  of  Boston  to  said  amount. 

Ordered,  That  under  the  authority  of  chapter 
237  of  the  Acts  of  1928  the  sum  of  $148,000  be,  and 
the  same  hereby  is,  appropriated  to  be  expended 
by  the  Trustees  of  the  Boston  City  Hospital  for 
Kitchen  Building,  etc.,  and  that  to  meet  said 
appropriation  the  City  Treasurer  be  authorized  to 
issue,  from  time  to  time,  on  request  of  the  Mayor, 
bonds  or  certificates  of  indebtedness  of  the  City  of 
Boston  to  said  amount. 

Ordered,  That  under  the  authority  of  chapter 
237  of  the  Acts  of  1928  the  sum  of  $148,000  be,  and 
the  same  hereby  is,  appropriated  to  be  expended 
by  the  Trustees  of  the  Boston  City  Hospital  for 
Kitchen  Building,  etc.,  and  that  to  meet  said 
appropriation  the  City  Treasurer  be  authorized  to 
issue,  from  time  to  time,  on  request  of  the  Mayor, 
bonds  or  certificates  of  indebtedness  of  the  City  of 
Boston  to  said  amount,  the  same  to  be  issued  out- 
side the  limit  of  indebtedness. 

Ordered,  That  under  the  authority  of  chapter 
237  of  the  Acts  of  1928  the  sum  of  $6,000  be,  and 
the  same  hereby  is,  appropriated  to  be  expended  by 
the  Trustees  of  the  Boston  City  Hospital  for 
Laundry  Building,  and  that  to  meet  said  appropria- 
tion the  City  Treasurer  be  authorized  to  issue, 
from  time  to  time,  on  request  of  the  Mayor,  bonds 
or  certificates  of  indebtedness  of  the  City  of  Boston 
to  said  amount. 

Ordered,  That  under  the  authority  of  chapter 
237  of  the  Acts  of  1928  the  sum  of  $6,000  be, 
and  the  same  hereby  is,  appropriated  to  be  ex- 
pended by  the  Trustees  of  the  Boston  City  Hospi- 
tal for  Laundry  Building,  and  that  to  meet  said 
appropriation  the  City  Treasurer  be  authorized 
to  issue,  from  time  to  time,  on  request  of  the 
Mayor,  bonds  or  certificates  of  indebtedness  of 
the  City  of  Boston  to  said  amount,  the  same  to  be 
issued  outside  the  limit  of  indebtedness. 

Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  $46,000  be,  and  the 
same  hereby  is,  appropriated  to  be  expended 
by  the  Trustees  of  the  Boston  City  Hospital  for 
Kitchen  Building,  Equipment,  etc.,'  and  that  to 
meet  said  appropriation  the  City  Treasurer  be 
authorized  to  issue,  from  time  to  time,  on  request 
of  the  Mayor,  bonds  or  certificates  of  indebtedness 
of  the  City  of  Boston  to  said  amount. 

Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  $125,000  be,  and  the 
same  hereby  is,  appropriated  to  be  expended  by 
the  Trustees  of  the  Boston  City  Hospital  for 
Laundry  Building,  Equipment,  etc.,  and  that  to 
meet  said  appropriation  the  City  Treasurer  be 
authorized  to  issue,  from  time  to  time,  on  request 
of  the  Mayor,  bonds  or  certificates  of  indebtedness 
of  the  City  of  Boston  to  said  amount. 


Ordered,  That  under  the  authority  of  chapter 
237  of  the  Acts  of  1928  the  sum  of  $15,000  be, 
and  the  same  hereby  is,  appropriated  to  be  ex- 
pended by  the  Trustees  of  the  Boston  City  Hos- 
pital for  New  Ambulance  Station,  and  that  to  meet 
said  appropriation  the  City  Treasurer  be  author- 
ized to  issue,  from  time  to  time,  on  request  of  the 
Mayor,  bonds  or  certificates  of  indebtedness  of  the 
City  of  Boston  to  said  amount,  the  same  to  be 
issued  outside  the  limit  of  indebtedness. 

Ordered,  That  under  the  authority  of  chapter 
237  of  the  Acts  of  1928,  the  sum  of  $15,000  be, 
and  the  same  hereby  is,  appropriated  to  be  ex- 
pended by  the  Trustees  of  the  Boston  City  Hos- 
pital for  New  Ambulance  Station,  and  that  to 
meet  said  appropriation  the  City  Treasurer  be 
authorized  to  issue,  from  time  to  time,  on  request 
of  the  Mayor,  bonds  or  certificates  of  indebtedness 
of  the  City  of  Boston  to  said  amount. 

Ordered,  That  under  the  authority  of  chapter  237 
of  the  Acts  of  1928  the  sum  of  $30,000  be,  and 
the  same  hereby  is,  appropriated  to  be  expended 
by  the  Trustees  of  the  Boston  City  Hospital  for 
Old  Laundry  Building,  Remodeling,  etc.,  and  that 
to  meet  said  appropriation  the  City  Treasurer  be 
authorized  to  issue,  from  time  to  time,  on  request 
of  the  Mayor,  bonds  or  certificates  of  indebtedness 
of  the  City  of  Boston  to  said  amount,  the  same  to 
be  issued  outside  the  limit  of  indebtedness. 

Ordered,  That  under  the  authority  of  chapter  237 
of  the  Acts  of  1928  the  sum  of  $30,000  be,  and 
the  same  hereby  is,  appropriated  to  be  expended 
by  the  trustees  of  the  Boston  City  Hospital  for 
Old  Laundry  Building,  Remodeling,  etc.,  and  that 
to  meet  said  appropriation  the  City  Treasurer  be 
authorized  to  issue,  from  time  to  time,  on  request 
of  the  Mayor,  bonds  or  certificates  of  indebtedness 
of  the  City  of  Boston  to  said  amount. 

Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  $25,000  be,  and  the 
same  hereby  is,  appropriated  to  be  expended 
under  the  direction  of  the  Board  of  Park  Commis- 
sioners for  William  Amerena  Playground,  Improve- 
ments, and  that  to  meet  said  appropriation  the 
City  Treasurer  be  authorized  to  issue,  from  time 
to  time,  on  request  of  the  Mayor,  bonds  or  cer- 
tificates of  indebtedness  of  the  City  of  Boston  to 
said  amount. 

Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  $25,000  be,  and  the 
same  hereb3'  is,  appropriated  to  be  expended 
under  the  direction  of  the  Board  of  Park  Commis- 
sioners for  Billings  Field,  Improvements,  and  that 
to  meet  said  appropriation  the  City  Treasurer  be 
authorized  to  issue,  from  time  to  time,  on  request 
of  the  Mayor,  bonds  or  certificates  of  indebtedness 
of  the  City  of  Boston  to  said  amount. 

Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  $25,000  be,  and  the 
same  hereby  is,  appropriated,  to  be  expended 
under  the  direction  of  the  Board  of  Park  Com- 
missioners for  Mary  Hemenway  Playground, 
Improvements,  and  that  to  meet  said  appropria- 
tion the  City  Treasurer  be  authorized  to  issue, 
from  time  to  time,  upon  request  of  the  Mayor, 
bonds  or  certificates  of  indebtedness  of  the  City 
of  Boston  to  said  amount. 

Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  $25,000  be,  and  the 
same  hereby  is,  appropriated,  to  be  expended 
under  the  direction  of  the  Board  of  Park  Com- 
missioners for  Smith's  Pond  Playground,  Improve- 
ments, and  that  to  meet  said  appropriation  the 
City  Treasurer  be  authorized  to  issue,  from  time 
to  time,  upon  request  of  the  Mayor,  bonds  or 
certificates  of  indebtedness  of  the  City  of  Boston 
to  said  amount. 

Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  $25,000  be,  and  the 
same  hereby  is,  appropriated,  to  be  expended 
under  the  direction  of  the  Board  of  Park  Com- 
missioners for  Stanley  A.  Ringer  Playground,  Im- 
provements, and  that  to  meet  said  appropriation 
the  City  Treasurer  be  authorized  to  issue,  from 
time  to  time,  upon  request  of  the  Mayor,  bonds  or 
certificates  of  indebtedness  of  the  City  of  Boston 
to  said  amount. 

Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  $25,000  be,  and  the 
same  hereby  is,  appropriated,  to  be  expended 
under  the  direction  of  the  Board  of  Park  Com- 
missioners for  James  F.  Healy  Playground,  Im- 
provements, and  that  to  meet  said  appropriation 
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the  City  Treasurer  be  authorized  to  issue,  from 
time  to  time,  upon  request  of  the  Mayor,  bonds  or 
certificates  of  indebtedness  of  the  City  of  Boston 
to  said  amount. 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 


PETITION'S   REFERRED. 

The  following  petitions  were  received  and 
referred  to  the  committees  named,  viz.: 

Claims. 

John  E.  Agabedis,  for  refund  on  unused  refuse 
tickets. 

Minnie  A.  Clayton,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  fence  at  61  Granite  avenue,  caused  by  recon- 
struction of  street. 

Katherine  B.  Coelsch,  for  compensation  for 
injuries  caused  by  an  alleged  defect  in  Child 
street,  Jamaica  Plain. 

Edward  F.  Dillon,  for  compensation  for  loss  of 
articles  at  City  Hospital. 

Frances  and  Leo  Flaherty,  for  compensation 
for  injuries  caused  by  city  truck. 

Thomas  E.  Folger,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  car  caused  by  an  alleged  defect  in  Centre  street. 

Raphael  Hersey,  for  refund  on  unused  refuse 
tickets. 

Humboldt  Plumbing  and  Heating  Company, 
for  compensation  for  damage  to  car  by  city  truck. 

Marie  Jose,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  an  alleged  defect  in  Wexford  street. 

Samuel  Lambertus,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  property  at  13J  Devonshire  street,  caused  by 
bursting  of  water  main. 

Wilmer  Lanoue,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  city  motorcycle. 

Catherine  Mahan,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  an  alleged  defect  in  Smith  street. 

Jeremiah  McCarthy,  for  compensation  for 
damage  to  car  caused  by  an  alleged  defect  in 
Bowdoin  and  Draper  streets. 

Mrs.  M.  Michaels,  for  refund  on  refuse  tickets. 

Bridget  Morgan,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  property  at  2776  Washington  street,  caused  by 
overflow  of  water. 

Catherine  Mulcahey,  for  compensation  for 
injuries  caused  by  an  alleged  defect  at  16  Endicott 
street,  Boston. 

Timothy  F.  Murphy,  for  compensation  for 
damage  to  property  at  117-125  Washington  street, 
caused  by  leak  in  water  main. 

Superior  Clothing  Company,  for  refund  on 
unused  refuse  tickets. 

Julius  Conviser,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  loose  stones  in  street  at  479  Cambridge 
street. 

Caroline  Parslow,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  car  by  city  truck. 

Henry  H.  Senders,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  property  at  40  East  Dedham  street,  caused  by 
loose  cobblestones  in  street. 

Executive. 
Petition    of    Ruth    McShane    for    children    to 
appear  at  Bernice  Hall,  February  13. 


INTEREST   IN   CONTRACT. 

Notice  was  received  from  Joseph  A.  Tomasello, 
member  of  the  Board  of  Appeal,  of  interest  in 
contracts  of  A.  G.  Tomasello  &  Son,  Inc.,  with  City 
of  Boston  as  follows: 

Rose  Gardens  in  Fens,  Back  Bay. 

Sheet  asphalt  pavement  in  Winship  street. 

Loaming,  construction,  etc.,  Rock  Garden, 
Franklin  Park, 

Removing  snow  and  ice  in  District  No.  9. 

Placed  on  file. 


APPOINTMENTS  BY   THE    MAYOR. 

Notice  was  received  of  the  following  appoint- 
ments by  the  Mayor: 

James  T.  Moriarty,  1650  Columbia  road,  South 
Boston,  member  of  Board  of  Commissioners  of 
School  Buildings  for  term  ending  December  31, 
1932. 

John  F.  Hickey,  member  of  Board  of  Examiners 
for  term  ending  April  30,  1931. 

Thomas  K.  Reynolds,  member  of  Board  of 
Examiners  for  term  ending  April  30.  1932. 

Placed  on  file. 


MINORS'   LICENSES. 

Petitions  for  licenses  were  received  from  forty- 
seven  newsboys  and  one  bootblack. 
Licenses  severally  approved. 


BUS  SERVICE  ALONG  ADAMS  STREET. 

Coun.  FISH  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Board  of  Public  Trustees  of 
the  Boston  Elevated  Railway  be  requested,  through 
his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  provide  improved  bus 
service  along  Adams  street,  Dorchester,  especially 
during  the  rush  hours. 

Coun.  FISH — Mr.  President  in  the  last  few  days 
I  have  received  several  complaints  in  regard  to  the 
bus  service  on  Adams  street,  between  King  street 
and  Fields  Corner.  For  that  reason  I  introduced 
this  order  at  this  time,  and  I  hope  that  the  Boston 
Elevated  Railway  will  take  immediate  action 
looking  to  better  service  there. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


ANNUITY  TO  MRS.  ANNA  CARLEN. 

Coun.  GREEN  offered  the  following: 
Resolved,  That  the  Boston  City  Council  favors 
the    enactment    of    legislation    providing   for    the 
payment  of  an  annuity  to  Mrs.  Anna  Carlen. 
Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


REINSTATEMENT  OF  LUCIUS  BANKS. 

Coun.  BUSH  offered  the  following: 

Resolved,  That  the  City  Council  of  Boston 
hereby  approves  the  enactment  of  legislation  to 
authorize  the  reinstatement  of  Lucius  Banks  in 
the  Police  Department  of  said  city. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


WARD  12  IMPROVEMENTS. 

Coun.  BUSH  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor, 
to  repave  with  smooth  paving  Schuyler  street, 
Ward  12. 

Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor, 
to  repave  Nazing  street,  Ward  12,  with  smooth 
paving. 

Ordered,  That  tne  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor, 
to  repave  Brookledge  street,  Ward  12,  with  smooth 
paving. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


REINSTATEMENT  OF  JOHN  J.  DOWL1NG. 

Coun.  WILSON  offered  the  following: 
Resolved,    That    the    City    Council    of    Boston 
hereby  approves   the  enactment  of  legislation   to 
authorize   the   reinstatement  of  John  J.   Dowling 
in  the  Police  Department  of  said  city. 
Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


INFORMATION     AS     TO     PROPOSED     RE- 
CODIFICATION  OF   STATUTES. 

Coun.  WILSON  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Corporation  Counsel,  through 
his  Honor  the  Mayor,  advise  the  City  Council  with 
reference  to  the  progress  made  in  the  proposed 
recodification  of  the  ordinances  relating  to  the 
City  of  Boston  as  authorized  by  vote  of  the  City 
Council  as  long  ago  as  June  14,  1926,  in  an  appro- 
priation of  $20,000  for  such  work. 

Coun.  WILSON— Mr.  President,  the  clerk 
shakes  his  head.  I  will  ask  that  the  order  be 
corrected  to  read  "statutes"  and  I  would  call 
attention  to  the  fact  that  that  is  the  same  item 
referred  to  by  Mayor  Curley  as  far  back  as  a  year 
ago   next   month.     As   far  as   this   great   work   is 
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concerned,  which  has  been  in  process  of  completion 
for  some  four  or  five  years  now,  and  which  was 
so  feelingly  referred  to  by  the  councilor  formerly 
representing  Ward  21,  we  have  heard  nothing  of 
it. 

The  order,  as  amended,  was  passed  under  sus- 
pension of  the  rule. 


AMBULANCE   SERVICE   AT   CITV 
HOSPITAL. 

Coun.  WILSON  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  City  Council  investigate  the 
reported    present    inadequate    ambulance    service 
at  the  Boston  City  Hospital. 

Coun.  WILSON— Mr.  President,  I  put  in  that 
order  at  this  time  and  I  will  put  some  more  facts 
in  the  record  because  I  am  somewhat  disappointed, 
having  read  the  newspaper  reports  of  the  hearing 
by  the  trustees  of  the  Boston  City  Hospital,  that 
the  report  has  only  just  been   handed  in,  and  I 
have  had  no  opportunity  to  read  it.     I  have  no 
criticism   to  make  of  the  trustees  of  the  Boston 
City  Hospital  or  of  the  very  fine  and  able  doctors 
at  the  hospital.     I  realize  that  neither  they  nor 
the  commissioners  or  trustees  at  the  head  of  any 
such  institution  can  be  expected  to  know  about 
the  ambulance  service,  or  the  routine  of  the  hos- 
pital.    So  anything  that  I  say  is  not  necessarily 
any  reflection  on  those  very  estimable  gentlemen; 
but,  on  the  other  hand,  I  cannot  fail  to  bear  in 
mind  the  fact  that  apparently  within  the  recent 
few  months  it  has  been  almost  impossible  to  get 
any  sort  of  adequate  ambulance  service  from  the 
Boston  City  Hospital.     There  may  be  those  who 
are  calloused  enough  to  say  that  the  death  of  one 
person   more  now   and   then   in   a   population    of 
800,000  is  not  very  serious;  but  considering  the 
money  that  we  have  got  invested  by  the  city  in 
the    hospital,    and    considering    the    hundreds    of 
thousands  of  dollars  that  we  spend  annually  on 
operating  the  Boston  City  Hospital,  I  am  one  of 
thoBe  numerous  individuals,  perhaps,  who  believe 
that  the  life  of  not  a  single  individual  in  the  City 
of  Boston  should  be  jeopardized  by  the  failure  of 
the  hospital  to  do  its  job,  and  do  it  right.     I  asked 
the  trustees   of   the  Boston  City  Hospital  about 
two  weeks  ago  to  investigate  and  report  with  ref- 
erence to  the  death   of  this  man  named   Robert 
Barnes,  for  whom  ambulance  facilities  were  first 
requested  as  early  as  10  a.  m.  and  which  failed  to 
arrive  until  after  six   o'clock,   by  which   time  he 
was  dead.     I  naturally  assumed,   in  view   of  the 
trouble  I  took  to  give  names  and  addresses  and 
the  doctor's  name,  and  the  various  persons  who 
knew   of   the  facts,    that  an   investigation    would 
mean  that  they  would  ask  somebody  besides  an 
incompetent  telephone  operator,  or  an  ambulance 
driver  who  did  not  know  his  business.     I  do  not 
consider  that  they  have  given   the  City  Council 
or  the  citizens  of  Boston  a  fair  break  in  this  mat- 
ter; and,  since  they  do  not  care  to  investigate  it, 
I  ask  that  this  Council  investigate  it,  and  I  will 
bring  in  the  people  who  will  tell  the  other  side  of 
the  story.     When  the  proper  committee  goes  into 
this,  and  I  hope  it  will  be  at  once,  it  will  be  possible 
to  ask  them,  first  of  all,  to  ascertain  the  true  par- 
ticulars in  reference  to  the  case  of  Robert  Barnes, 
late  of  3  Kirkland  street,  Boston.     With  reference 
to  the  case,  reputable  witnesses  continue  to  insist 
that  the  first  call  went  in  for  service  as  early  as 
10  o'clock  in  the  forenoon  of  December  30,  1930, 
and  that  in  all  six  or  eight  and  not  two  or  three 
urgent  calls  were  made  for  an  ambulance  for  a 
dying  man.     It  appears   that  one   or  more  calls 
were  made  by  Dr.  Ralph  Delia  Sala  of  10  Prince 
street,   Boston,   and   that   other   calls   were  made 
by  the  family  of  one  Wasserman  at  3   Kirkland 
street;  and  a  call  went  in  from  one  Walter  H.  Cox 
in  the  late  afternoon;  that  a  telephone  operator 
along  about  5.45  p.  m.  was  most  discourteous  and 
abruptly   rang   off   Walter   H.    Cox   when   he  at- 
tempted  to   redeliver   the   request,    and   that   no 
ambulance    whatever    appeared    on    or   anywhere 
near  Kirkland  street  until  quarter  of  seven  o'clock 
by  which  time  the  man  was  dead.     Many  mem- 
bers   of    this    Council    probably    are    not    certain 
where   Kirkland  street   is.     It   is  a   narrow   alley 
that    two    machines    can    hardly    get    down.     It 
would  be  absolutely  impossible  for  a   City  Hos- 
pital ambulance  to  go  in  there  or  within  a  radius 
of  many  yards  of  Kirkland  street,  and  not  make 
sufficient  disturbance  for  the  people  in  that  corner 
house,  who  had  been  waiting  since  10  o'clock  in 
the  morning  for  the  service,  to  come  out  and  call 


in  the  ambulance  driver.     At  any  hearing  I  intend 
to  request  that  the  above  witnesses  be  requested 
to  appear,  as  well  as  a  telephone  operator  who  was 
on  duty  at  the  Boston  City  Hospital  on  the  30th 
day   of   December,    1930,   any  person   who   made 
any  trip  whatever  in   the  Boston  City  Hospital 
ambulance,  in  answer  to  any  of  the  above  calls  on 
December  30,  1930,  and  such  person  in  charge  as 
can  explain  where  the  incident  of  December  30 
was   due   to   inadequate   ambulance  facilities,    or 
incompetence  on  the  part  of  the  employees  of  the 
hospital.     I  ask  such  committee  as  shall  consider 
this   order,   secondly,   to  ascertain   the  true  facts 
relating  to  the  case  of  John  Connolly  of  449  Shaw- 
mut   avenue,    Boston,    and    that    those   facts    be 
ascertained,  as  to  which  witnesses  were  insistent 
that  on  December  29,  1930,  the  very  day  before 
the    Barnes    incident,    numerous    telephone    calls 
were  unsuccessfully  made  between  1.15  and  4  p.  m. 
for  ambulance  assistance.     The  calls  were  made 
by  various  persons,  including  Thomas  Flanagan 
of  198  Walnut  avenue,  telephone   Highlands  6102. 
and  a  certain  Doctor  Friedman.     I  ask  that  the 
above  witnesses  be  requested  to  appear,  as  well  as 
any  telephone  operators  on  duty  at  the  Boston 
City  Hospital  on  December  29,  1930,  any  person 
who  made  any  trip  in  an  ambulance  in  answer  to 
any  of  the  ambulance  calls  made  on  December  29, 
or    who   have   any    knowledge    of    the   failure    to 
render  prompt  service  at  the  above  address  on  the 
date  given;  and,  in  addition,  I  also  ask  that  the 
committee  ascertain  the  true  facts  in  relation  to  a 
case  on  December  28,  1930,  and  that  the  facts  be 
fully  ascertained  relating  to  a  request  for  ambu- 
lance assistance  at  about  3  p.  m.  for  a  boy  with 
a   compound   fracture   of   the   leg  at   128  Florida 
street,    Dorchester,    the    ambulance    arriving    too 
late,  about  half-past  six   the  same  afternoon.     I 
can  appreciate  the  point  that  perhaps  the  trustees 
of  the  Boston  City  Hospital  may  make,  that  the 
incident  of  December  31  is  an  isolated  instance, 
although   apparently   they   have  not   checked   up 
the  facts.     I  may  be  narrow  on  these  facts  and  I 
may  perhaps  have  the  slant  of  the  general  public 
of  the  city  rather  than  the  slant  of  those  in  charge 
of  the  Boston  City  Hospital,  but  narrow  or  not, 
or  isolated  instance  or  not,  it  remains  a  fact  that 
on  three  successive  days  in  December,  1930,  only 
last  month,  three  different  people  absolutely  not 
related  or  even   knowing  of  each  other,   have  all 
failed    to    obtain    ambulance    facilities    from    the 
Boston    City    Hospital.     I    cannot    believe,    par- 
ticularly   with    reference    to    Kirkland    street,    to 
which  you  can  walk  from  the  Boston  City  Hospital 
in   fourteen   or  fifteen   minutes,   that  the  City  of 
Boston,  spending  the  money  of  the  taxpayers  of 
the  city,  gave  this  man  at  that  address  a  break. 
I  do  not  believe  they  did  and  there  are  one  or  two 
alternatives  to  explain  it,  and  both  may  be  true. 
Either  we  are  spending  too  Utile  money  on  that 
and   have  not  got  enough  ambulances,   or  if   we 
have  got  enough  ambulances  over  there,  no  one  is 
on  the  job;  and  perhaps  a  suggestion  as  to  what 
should  be  done  may  well  be  set  forth  in  that  local 
East  Boston  paper  which  prints  an   item  in  the 
last  issue  with  the  suggestion  that  the  best  way 
to   get   ambulance   or   police   patrol  service  is   to 
get  drunk  on  the  streets  of  Boston.     They  make 
the  suggestion  that  if  a  man  is  staggering  drunk  in 
Haymarket  square   or  anywhere  about  the  city, 
and  wants  to  get  transportation,  he  can  get  it  fast 
enough  in  that  way.     I  venture  to  make  the  sug- 
gestion that  it  might  not  be  a  bad  idea  to  have  an 
ambulance  service  in  every  police  precinct  in  the 
City  of  Boston. 

The   order   was   referred  to   the  Committee   on 
Hospital  Department. 


PLAYGROUND,   WARD    17. 

Coun.  WILSON  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  School  Committee  be  respect- 
fully requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to 
take  early  and  favorable  action  with  reference  to 
proposed  plans  for  an  adequate  playground  in  the 
Dunbar  avenue  district  of  Ward  17. 

Coun.  WILSON — Mr.  President,  in  view  of  the 
racket  that  is  taking  place  outside,  and  the  possi- 
ble noise  that  may  come  later,  1  will  make  this 
as  short  as  possible;  but  1  did  introduce  this 
particular  order  to  focus  the  attention  of  the 
Mayor  and  the  School  Committee  on  this  partic- 
ular subject  as  long  ago  as  the  25th  day  of  Febru- 
ary, 1929,  to  obtain  proper  playground  facilities 
for  the  central  Dorchester  district.     I  introduced 
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an  order  in  the  City  Council,  which  was  passed, 
requesting  the  School  Committee  to  allow  the  use 
of  the  vast  area  of  land  belonging  to  the  School 
Committee  adjacent  to  the  Dorchester  High 
School  for  Boys  for  use  as  a  public  playground. 
I  do  not  care  whether  the  money  of  the  taxpayers 
is  spent  out  of  the  pockets  of  the  School  or  the 
Park  Department.  It  is  all  the  money  of  the 
taxpayers.  We  requested  them  to  allow  the  use 
of  that  vast  area  by  the  children  or  the  young  men 
of  Dorchester  for  playground  purposes,  at  least  on 
Saturday  afternoons  and  Sundays  or  holidays. 
On  March  25,  1929,  as  I  partly  expected,  this  body 
received  a  reply  from  the  School  Committee  to 
the  effect  that  after  careful  discussion,  they  had 
concluded  that  it  was  inadvisable  to  grant  the 
request.  This  was  shortly  followed  by  my  original 
loan  order  of  1928  requesting  money  for  the  City 
of  Boston  to  buy  land  on  Dunbar  avenue  to 
provide  for  Ward  17  its  first  playground.  After 
some  vicissitudes,  the  orders  were  passed  and 
received  the  approval  not  only  of  the  most  recent 
mayor  but  also  the  present  Mayor.  And  then  on 
November  13,  the  present  Mayor  of  Boston  made 
the  splendid  suggestion  that,  in  view  of  the  fact 
that  the  playground  was  to  be  provided  for  the 
first  time  in  the  central  Dorchester  district,  the 
School  Committee  throw  in  with  the  land  pur- 
chased by  the  city,  amounting  to  over  100,000 
square  feet,  this  land  now  inclosed  by  a  6-foot 
fence,  and  make  a  real  playground  out  of  it,  and 
if  they  would  do  so,  he  was  prepared  to  have  the 
Park  Department  expend,  under  these  unemploy- 
ment conditions,  around  $100,000  for  the  com- 
pletion of  tennis  courts  and  concrete  bleachers. 
In  other  words,  make  a  real  playground  of  the 
available  land.  I  realize  that  the  School  Com- 
mittee have  been  naturally  busy  during  the 
holiday  season  and  also  at  the  start  of  the  New 
Year.  I  believe  that  even  with  the  old  situation 
they  have  had  trouble  enough  with  reference  to 
the  famous  new  girls'  high  school,  and  I  believe 
that  they  have  other  things  to  think  about, 
perhaps,  besideB  this  playground;  but  in  this  order 
I  would  urge  that  the  School  Committee,  who 
spend  part  of  the  money  of  the  taxpayers  of  the 
City  of  Boston,  and  the  Park  Department,  spend- 
ing also  the  taxpayers'  money,  and  the  Mayor  and 
everybody  concerned,  get  together.  No  step  has 
been  made  for  it  since  November  13.  Over  two 
months  have  now  gone  by  and  spring  is  coming 
on  and  I  urge  the  members  of  the  School  Com- 
mittee and  the  departments  interested  to  meet  at 
the  earliest  possible  moment  and  settle  this  play- 
ground question,  which  is  only  awaiting  action 
by  the  School  Committee  either  to  sell  or  to  lease 
to  the  City  of  Boston,  or  anything  else  that  they 
choose,  this  additional  land. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


PAYMENT  TO  PARENTS  OF  LATE 
JOHN  A.  McGONAGLE. 

Coun.  FITZGERALD  offered  the  following: 
Resolved,    That    the    City    Council    of    Boston 
favors    the   enactment    of   legislation   authorizing 
said  city  to  pay  a  sum  of  money  to  the  parents 
of  the  late  John  A.  McGonagle. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


REINSTATEMENT   OF  JAMES   J.   TANSEY 

Coun.  GLEASON  offered  the  following: 
Resolved,  That  the  City  Council  of  Boston 
favors  the  enactment  of  legislation  authorizing 
the  reinstatement  of  James  J.  Tansey  in  the  De- 
partment of  School  Buildings,  formerly  the  School- 
house  Department. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


MODERN  BUILDING  FOR  CHARLESTOWN 
HEIGHTS. 

Coun.  GREEN  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Park  Commission  be  re- 
quested, through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  con- 
sider the  advisability  of  tearing  down  the  building 
on  Charlestown  Heights,  which  is  unsanitary  and 
obsolete,  and  replacing  the  same  with  a  modern 
structure  containing  gymnasium,  shower  baths 
and  auditorium. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


EVENING     USE    OF    LOCKER    BUILDING, 

Coun.  RUBY  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Park  Commission  be  re- 
quested, through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  keep 
the  locker  building  at  Franklin  Field  open  evenings 
until  10  p.  m.,  and  to  open  the  same  on  Sundays  at 
10  a.  m.  for  the  convenience  of  the  skaters. 

Coun.  FISH — In  regard  to  that  order,  Mr. 
President,  I  would  like  to  amend  it  so  as  to  keep 
playgrounds  open  until  ten  o'clock  in  the  skating 
season. 

President  McGRATH— The  Chair  will  suggest 
that  the  councilor  put  in  a  separate  order  for  that. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule . 


PROPOSED    ACCEPTANCE    OF    WARD     14 

STREETS. 

Coun.  RUBY  offered  the  following: 
_  Ordered,  That  the  Board  of  Street  Commis- 
sioners be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the 
Mayor,  to  accept,  lay  out,  and  extend  Stratton 
street  and  Westview  street,  from  Blue  Hill  avenue 
to  Talbot  avenue,  Ward  14,  as  a  public  highway. 
Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


MUNICIPAL   BUILDING,   WARD    14. 

Coun.  RUBY  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  four  hundred  thousand 
dollars  be,  and  the  same  hereDy  is,  appropriated, 
to  be  expended  under  the  direction  of  tne  Super- 
intendent of  Public  Buildings,  for  the  erection  of  a 
municipal  building  in  the  Franklin  Field  section  of 
Ward  14,  and  that  to  meet  said  expenditure  the 
City  Treasurer  be  authorized  to  issue,  from  time 
to  time,  upon  the  request  of  the  Mayor,  bonds  or 
certificates  of  indebtedness  of  the  city  to  said 
amount. 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 


REINSTATEMENT  OF  JAMES  P.   STUART. 

Coun.  KELLY  offered  the  following: 
Resolved,    That    the    City    Council    of    Boston 
favors  the  enactment  of  legislation  authorizing  the 
reinstatement  of  James  P.  Stuart  as  a  member  of 
the  Boston  Police  Department. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


CHILDREN'S    PLAYGROUNDS,    WARD    15. 

Coun.  KELLY  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  thirty  thousand 
dollars  be,  and  the  same  hereby  is,  appropriated, 
to  be  expended  under  the  direction  of  the  Park 
Commission,  for  the  establishment  of  a  children's 
playground  in  the  vicinity  of  Kimball  and  Green- 
wich streets,  Ward  15,  and  that  to  meet  said 
appropriation  the  City  Treasurer  be  authorized  to 
issue,  from  time  to  time,  upon  the  request  of  the 
Mayor,  bonds  or  certificates  of  indebtedness  of  the 
city  to  said  amount. 

Coun.  KELLY — I  am  introducing  this  order  at 
this  time  and  1  hope  that  the  Committee  on  Ap- 
propriations will  meet  very  soon  and  pass  this 
order  so  that  the  Mayor  of  Boston  can  erect  a 
children's  playground  in  this  particular  section  of 
Dorchester,  namely,  the  Fields  Corner  section. 
Of  late  there  have  been  three  or  four  serious  acci- 
dents to  very  small  children  in  the  streets  sur- 
rounding this  particular  plot  of  land  that  the  city 
should  take  by  right  of  eminent  domain  and  make 
out  of  it  a  playground.  So  1  request,  Mr.  Presi- 
dent, that  you  ask  the  Committee  on  Appropri- 
ations to  consider  this  matter  at  its  early  con- 
vienience. 

The  order  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Finance. 


RECESS. 

The  Council,  on  motion  of  Coun.  LYNCH,  at 
2.57  p.  m.,  took  a  recess  subject  to  the  call  of  the 
Chair.  The  members  reassembled  in  the  Council 
Chamber  and  were  called  to  order  by  President 
McGRATH  at  4.40  p.  m. 
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OXTY    COUNCIL. 


ORDER  FOR  TEMPORARY  LOAN. 

President  McGRATH  called  up,  under  un- 
finished business,  No.  1  on  the  calendar,  viz.: 

1.  Ordered,  That  to  provide  temporarily 
money  to  meet  the  appropriations  for  the  financial 
year  1931,  the  City  Treasurer  issue  and  sell,  at 
such  times  and  in  such  amounts  as  he  may  deem 
best,  notes  or  certificates  of  indebtedness  of  the 
City  of  Boston  not  exceeding  twenty-five  million 
dollars  in  the  total,  in  anticipation  of  the  taxes  of 
the  current  municipal  year;  that  all  such  notes  or 
certificates  of  indebtedness  be  dated  the  day  the 
money  for  the  same  is  received,  be  made  payable 
with  the  interest  thereon  within  one  year  of  their 
date  from  the  taxes  of  the  year  1931,  and  bear 
interest  from  their  date  until  the  same  are  made 
payable  at  such  rate  as  the  City  Auditor,  the  City 
Treasurer  and  the  Mayor  may  determine. 

On  January  5,  1931,  the  foregoing  order  was 
read  once  and  passed,  yeas  22. 

The  order  was  given  its  second  reading  and 
passage,  yeas  16,  nays  0. 


EXECUTIVE   COMMITTEE   REPORTS. 

Coun.  GALLAGHER,  for  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee,  submitted   reports   as   follows: 

1.  Report  on  petition  (referred  today)  for 
children  under  fifteen  years  of  age  to  appear  at 
places  of  public  amusement,  viz.: 

Ruth  McShane,  Bernice  Hall,  February  13. 
Report  accepted;  license  granted  on  the  usual 
conditions. 

2.  Report  on  message  of  Mayor  and  order 
(referred  January  5)  authorizing  sale  of  old 
material  in  Fire  Department — that  same  ought 
to  pass. 

Report  accepted;  said  order  passed. 

3.  Report  on  message  of  Mayor  and  resolve 
(referred  January  5)  favoring  enactment  of  legisla- 
tion authorizing  city  to  borrow  money  for  recon- 
struction of  streets,  as  set  forth  in  bill  accompany- 
ing petition  of  Mayor  —  that  said  resolve  ought 
to  paBS. 

Report  accepted;  said  resolve  passed. 

4.  Report  on  message  of  Mayor  and  resolve 
(referred  January  5)  favoring  enactment  of  legis- 
lation authorizing  city  to  borrow  money  for 
widening  and  construction  of  streets  in  connection 
with  the  so-called  Central  Artery  —  that  same 
ought  to  pass. 

Report  accepted;  said  resolve  passed. 

5.  Report  on  message  of  Mayor  and  resolve 
(referred  today)  favoring  enactment  of  legislation 
authorizing  city  to  borrow  $1,250,000  for  airport 
purposes  —  that  same  ought  to  pass. 

Report  accepted;  said  resolve  passed. 

6.  Report  on  message  of  Mayor,  report  of 
Budget  Commissioner,  and  order  (referred  Decem- 
ber 22)  establishing  Classification  and  Compensa- 
tion Plans  for  officers  and  employees  of  Suffolk 
County' — recommending  reference  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  County  Accounts. 

Report  accepted;  said  message  and  order 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  County  Accounts. 


PUBLIC   LANDS. 

Coun.  LYNCH,  for  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands,  submitted  reports  as  follows: 

1.  Report  on  order  (referred  NovemDer  24) 
for  leases  to  various  veteran  organizations  as  set 
forth  in  said  order  —  that  same  ought  to  pass. 

The  report  of  the  committee  was  accepted,  and 
the  question  came  on  giving  the  order  its  first 
reading. 

Coun.  WILSON  — Mr.  President,  may  I  ask 
does  this  cover  all  leases  of  the  various  buildings 
from  the  City  of  Boston? 

The  PRESIDENT— Yes,  all  leases  under  the 
Public  Buildings  Department  at  $1  a  year. 

Coun.  WILSON  —  I  would  like  an  opportunity 
to  see  if  this  is  the  annual,  or  the  five-year  list, 
and  if  certain  names  are  included  or  not. 

[The  clerk  read  the  order.] 

Coun.  WILSON  — Those  are  all  at  Roxbury 
Court  House,  I  understand.  Are  they  all  there, 
or  are  they  at  various  locations? 

The  CLERK  —  Various  locations.     I  just  read 

Coun.  WILSON  — This  is  the  first  time  they 
have  been  all  brought  in  together  in  five  years 


We  usually  do  them  singly.  It  is  a  good  idea  to 
do  it  m  a  lump,  but  I  would  like  to  know  where 
the  locations  are. 

[The  clerk  again  read  the  order.] 

Coun.  WILSON  — Thank  you  very  much  for 
that. 

Coun.  FITZGERALD  — I  would  like  to  ask 
to  have  that  Old  franklin  Schoolhouse  lease 
referred  Dack  to  the  committee.  It  is  in  the 
ward  I  represent  and  there  is  a  hall  there  formerly 
used  for  public  meetings.  I  talked  to  the  Super- 
intendent of  Public  Buildings  some  time  ago  and 
we  were  going  to  have  some  understanding  about 
the  first  floor  of  that  building  being  used  for  lockers 
in   public   meetings. 

The  PRESIDENT— The  Chair  will  entertain  a 
motion  to  assign  the  entire  matter  to  the  next 
meeting,  if  the  gentleman  so  desires. 

Coun.  FITZGERALD— I  make  that  motion. 
The  order  was  assigned  to  the  next  meeting. 
2.  Report  on  message  of  Mayor  and  order 
(referred  January  5)  authorizing  sale  at  upset  price 
of  §1,000  of  land  containing  1,600  square  feet 
more  or  less,  in  rear  of  80  West  Cedar  street— that 
said  order  ought  to  pass. 

The  report  of  the  committee  was  accepted,  and 
the  question  came  on  giving  the  order  its  first 
reading. 

Coun.  KELLY— May  I  ask  what  this  land  is 
being  sold  for?  It  is  the  first  I  have  heard  of  it, 
and  I  do  not  intend  to  vote  for  it  until  I  am  satis- 
fied that  it  is  for  the  best  interests  of  the  taxpayers 
President  McGRATH— The  clerk  will  again 
read  the  order. 

Coun.  KELLY — I  would  like  to  ask  the  chairman 
of  the  committee  what  is  the  assessed  value  of  this 
piece  of  land? 

Coun.  LYNCH— I  did  not  take  the  trouble  to 
look  up  the  assessed  valuation  of  the  land.  I  know 
that  the  order  was  before  us  last  year  to  sell  at  an 
upset  price  of  S3, 500  and  it  was  passed  by  the 
Council,  and  advertised  for  auction.  At  the 
auction  there  were  no  bidders.  I  am  informed  by  a 
colleague  that  the  assessed  value  is  $2,400. 

Coun.  KELLY — I  move  to  amend  the  report  of 
the  chairman  of  Public  Lands  to  read  that  an  up- 
set price  of  at  least  $2,400  be  set  instead  of  $1,000. 
I  make  that  in  the  form  of  an  amendment  here 

Coun.  LYNCH— I  would  like  to  ask  the  gentle- 
man whether  or  not  he  knows  just  what  this  piece 
of  land  is,  if  he  has  looked  at  it. 

Coun.  KELLY — I  can  answer  my  colleague  by 
saying  no,  but  at  the  same  time  I  am  against  having 
the  city  sell  a  piece  of  property  assessed  for  $2,400 
at  an  upset  price  of  only  $1,000. 

Coun.  LYNCH — For  the  information  of  the 
Council,  I  would  say  that  I  went  down  and  looked 
at  this  piece  of  property.  It  is  really  only  a  back 
yard.  It  is  back  of  this  piece  of  property  on  West 
Cedar  street  which  runs  parallel  to  Charles  street 
containing  about  1,600  square  feet  of  land.  This 
order  was  sent  in  to  allow  the  city  to  sell  it  at  an 
upset  price,  which  does  not  mean  that  the  land  is 
going  to  be  sold  for  Si, 000. 

Coun.  KELLY — I  feel  that  land  in  the  vicinity 
of  Charles  street  and  West  Cedar  street,  whether 
in  the  rear  of  other  property  or  not,  is  verv  valuable 
land.  I  feel  that  $2,400,  the  assessed  value,  would 
be  the  least  that  the  city  should  accept  for  this  piece 
of  land  that  is  rapidly  increasing  in  value,  in  that 
section  of  the  City  of  Boston.  Therefore  to  pro- 
tect the  taxpayers  of  Boston,  whom  I  represent,  I 
move  that  this  report  be  amended,  and  that  the 
upset  price  be  at  least  the  assessed  value  of  $2,400. 
Coun.  GREEN — Perhaps  the  chairman  would 
like  to  ask  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Pub- 
lic Lands  if,  last  year,  this  same  land,  was  not  put 
up  for  sale  at  an  upset  price  of  S3, 500  and  the  city 
could  not  sell  it  at  that  price. 

President  MrGRATH— The  chairman  has 
already  stated  that,  Mr.  Green.  The  question 
comes  on  the  amendment  of  Mr.  Kelly. 

Coun.  Kelly's  amendment  was  defeated.  Y*eas 
— Coun.  Kelly — 1;  nays  16. 

Coun.  WILSON — In  reference  to  the  order 
itself,  and  having  no  axe  to  grind  either  way,  I  am 
unfortunately  in  the  position  of  not  knowing  what 
the  assessed  value  of  the  surrounding  property  is, 
or  what  the  piece  of  land  is,  or  what  it  might  be 
used  for,  or  whether  there  is  any  necessity  for  sale. 
Do  I  understand  that  there  is  any  particular 
necessity  and  that  this  matter  cannot  be  referred 
so  as  to  know  whether  or  not  the  City  of  Boston  is 
really  assessing  land  in  that  vicinity  at  twice  the 
value?     It   leaves   the   members   in    some   doubt 
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whether  it  ought  to  be  sold  at  less  than  half  the 
assessed  value  or  whether  we  are  assessing  land  for 
as  much  as  we  can. 

President  McGRATH — I  might  say  that  this 
matter  was  before  the  Council  this  year  and  is  in 
here  again  now. 

Coun.  WILSON — Well,  in  the  great  amount  of 
the  business  done  by  the  city  and  the  Council, 
it  is  very  hard  even  for  us  to  keep  distinctly  in 
mind  the  various  parcels  of  land.  I  was  on  that 
committee  at  one  time,  as  I  remember  it,  and  I  did 
not  know  the  value  of  this  particular  land. 

President  McGRATH — The  question  is  on  the 
passage  of  the  order. 

Coun.  WILSON — -Is  there  any  objection  if  we 
delay,  at  least,  until  we  have  some  advice  with 
reference  to  assessed  valuations  in  the  immediate 
vicinity  of  this  land? 

Coun.  LYNCH — -I  have  absolutely  no  objection 
to  laying  this  matter  on  the  table.  It  is  merely 
because  we  are  trying  to  clean  up  some  of  these 
matters  that  were  before  the  committee  that  this 
and  the  preceding  order  were  reported. 

President  McGRATH — The  question  is  on  the 
assignment  to  the  next  meeting. 

It  was  voted  to  assign  the  order  to  the  next 
meeting. 


SHELTER  AT  PUBLIC  GARDEN. 

Coun.  FITZGERALD  and  CURTIS  offered  the 
following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Park  Commission  be  re- 
quested, through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  provide 
a  temporary  shelter  at  the  Public  Garden,  in 
charge  of  the  caretaker,  for  the  use  of  the  skaters . 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


EVENING  USE  OF  LOCKER  BUILDINGS. 

Coun.  FISH  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Park  Commission  be  re- 
quested, through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  have  the 
locker  buildings  in  the  various  playgrounds  through- 
out the  city  kept  open  until  ten  o'clock  p.  m. 
during  the  skating  season. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


INFORMATION  IN  RE  RELIEF 
PROVISIONS. 

Couu.  GREEN  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Overseers  of  the  Public  Wel- 
fare be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor, 
to  advise  the  City  Council,  first,  what  provision 
is  made  for  persons  needing  relief  who  have  not 
established  a  five-year  settlement  in  Boston,  and, 
second,  for  single  men  and  women  without 
dependents. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


INQUIRIES   BY    COUNCILOR   WILSON. 

Coun.  WILSON — I  would  ask  unanimous  con- 
sent to  make  two  inquiries. 

President  McGRATH — The  Chair  hearing  no 
objection  the  councilor  may  proceed. 

Coun.  WILSON — With  reference  to  two  points 
that  perhaps  might  help,  may  I  suggest  that  there 
be  available  for  the  Council  for  the  next  meeting 
the  assessed  values  on  the  adjoining  parcels,  north, 
east,  south  and  weBt,  of  the  West  Cedar  street 
property,  so  that  we  will  have  some  information 
on  the  public  land  matter.  With  reference  to  the 
matter  referred  to  the  Boston  City  Hospital  Com- 
mittee, I  would  like  to  ask  that  they  also  check  up 
the  case  of  John  B.  Fleming,  late  of  19  Taft  street, 
Dorchester,  who  put  in  an  ambulance  call  at  about 
two  o'clock  on  the  afternoon  of  December  23, 
1930, — within  a  few  days  of  the  other  three 
instances  that  I  have  cited  to  you  previously, — 
and  the  ambulance  failed  to  arrive  up  to  5.30  of 
the  afternoon,  when  the  man  in  question  died. 

The  PRESIDENT— The  chairman  will  call  the 
attention  of  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on 
Public  Lands  and  of  the  ohairman  on  the  Boston 
City  Hospital  Committee  to  Councilor  Wilson's 
requests. 


CONFIRMATION  OF  APPOINTMENTS. 

Coun.  LYNCH — If  it  is  agreeable  to  the  former 
chairman  and  to  everybody,  I  would  like  to  ask 
that  the  name  of  John  A.  O'Connor,  on  No.  2  on 
the  calendar,  be  taken  up  for  confirmation. 

The  PRESIDENT— The  Chair  hears  no 
objection. 

No.  2  on  the  calendar  was  as  follows: 

2.  Action  on  appointments  submitted  by  the 
Mayor  January  5,  1931,  of  Joseph  Herman,  Israel 
Spector  and  John  A.  O'Connor,  to  be  Constables. 

Coun.  BUSH — Might  I  add  the  name  of  Joseph 
Herman? 

Coun.  WILSON — Mr.  President,  it  was  our 
custom  last  year,  before  we  voted  on  the  various 
constables  to  find  out,  among  other  things,  whether 
they  were  arrested  last  year  for  anything  short  of 
murder.  O'Connor  has  been  checked  up  and  there 
is  no  objection  to  his  name  being  taken  up.  1 
should  not  object  to  Joseph  Herman,  but  I  am  in 
no  position,  now,  to  give  information  on  the  latter 
name . 

The  PRESIDENT— Does  Councilor  Bush 
insist? 

Coun.  BUSH — No.  If  I  understand  correctly, 
they  are  required  to  file  answers  to  questionnaires? 
Herman  has  not  filed  one,  I  understand. 

Coun.  WILSON — Well,  if  you  push  me,  I  do  not 
know  whether  he  has  or  not. 

Coun.  BUSH — I  shall  not  insist  on  Herman. 

The  question  came  on  confirming  the  name  of 
John  A.  O'Connor  as  Constable.  Committee, 
Coun.  Arnold  and  Fish.  Whole  number  of 
ballots  cast  14,  yeas  14,  and  the  appointment  was 
confirmed. 

Adjourned,  at  5.05  p.  m.,  to  meet  on  Monday, 
January  26,  1931,  at  2  p.  m. 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceedings  of  City  Council. 


Monday,  January  26,  1931. 
Regular   meeting   of   the    City    Council   in   the 
Council  Chamber,  City  Hall,  at  2  p.  m.,  President 
McGRATH    presiding,    and    all    the    members 
present. 


REPORT  FROM   CITY  HOSPITAL. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  January  26,  1931. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  beg  to  submit  herewith  report 
from  the  President  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  the 
Boston  City  Hospital  in  reply  to  the  order  of  your 
honorable  body  dated  January  12,  1931. 
Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Hospital  Department,  January  26,  1931. 
Hon.  James  M.  Curley, 

Mayor  of  Boston. 
Dear  Mr.  Mayor, — In  reply  to  the  order  issued 
by  the  City  Council  January  12,  1931,  the  trustees 
of  the  Boston  City  Hospital  find  that  Mr.  John 
Connolly  of  449  Shawmut  avenue  did  not  die  in 
the  Boston  City  Hospital,  but  was  transferred 
to  the  Holy  Ghost  Hospital  January  5,  where  he 
still  is. 

The  trustees  find  that  there  was  some  mistake 
in  dispatching  the  ambulance.  The  Police  De- 
partment, which  was  called  in  the  meantime,  sent 
an  ambulance  for  the  patient,  who  refused  to  go 
into  it.  The  patient  subsequently  arrived  at  the 
Boston  City  Hospital  in  a  private  ambulance. 

The  delay  in  this  caBe  was  not  due  to  lack  of 
ambulances  but  to  a  confusion  which,  from  present 
information,  seems  inexplicable.  Steps  have 
already  been  taken  to  prevent  such  an  occurrence 
in  the  future. 

Yours  respectfully, 

Joseph  P.  Manning, 
President,  Board  of  Trustees. 
Placed  on  file. 


AMBULANCE    SERVICE,    CITY    HOSPITAL. 

The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Hospital  Department,  January  26,  1931. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — Supplementary  to  the  various  re- 
ports to  his  Honor  the  Mayor  relative  to  the  orders 
adopted  by  the  Council  the  trustees  of  the  hospital 
desire  to  make  this  statement  to  your  honorable 
body  in  regard  to  ambulance  facilities  at  the  City 
Hospital. 

Ab  a  result  of  the  cases  brought  to  the  attention 
of  the  trustees  by  Councilor  Wilson,  through  your 
honorable  body,  the  trustees  have  made  an  investi- 
gation not  only  of  the  cases  referred  to  by  Councilor 
Wilson,  but  of  the  general  situation  relating  to 
ambulance  service. 

The  first  case  mentioned  was  the  Barnes  case. 
This  case  was  treated  as  an  isolated  one,  as  it  was 
the  first  instance  in  a  great  many  years,  covering  a 
great  many  thousand  ambulance  calls,  that  a 
complaint  had  been  brought  to  the  attention  of  the 
Board  of  Trustees.  The  facts  are  before  you. 
The  next  case,  the  Connolly  case,  was  taken  up 
later.  The  facts  in  that  case  showed  the  hospital 
to  be  at  fault.  The  report  of  the  trustees  relating 
to  that  case  is  also  brought  before  you.  In  the 
cases  of  Mr.  Fleming  and  the  unnamed  boy  brought 
up  at  the  regular  meeting  January  19,  1931,  by 
Councilor  Wilson  the  facts  also  showed  an  op- 
portunity for  improved  ambulance  service. 

It  is  interesting  to  note  that  a  careful  check 
by  the  trustees  of  the  ambulance  calls  since  these 
cases  were  brought  to  the  attention  of  the  Board 
has  shown  the  service  to  be  excellent.  Calls  come 
in  and  are  answered  with  dispatch.  There  is  prac- 
tioally  no  delay.     This  immediate  improvement  in 


the  service  also  shows  that  the  cause  of  the  confu- 
sion and  delay  was  not  due  to  lack  of  ambulances 
or  of  a  sufficient  force  to  operate  them,  but  to  the 
system  of  operation. 

The  trustees  have  gone  further  and  are  now 
working  on  a  system  to  make  various  units  involved 
in  the  ambulance  service  so  dovetail  that  coopera- 
tion between  them  cannot  fail. 

The  trustees  appreciate  that  honest  criticism  has 
given  the  Board  this  opportunity  to  make  construc- 
tive changes  so  that  the  citizens  of  Boston  may  not 
even  have  one  delay  in  ten  thousand  in  the  ambu- 
lance service  furnished  by  the  hospital. 
Yours  respectfully, 

Joseph  P.  Manning, 
President,  Board  of  Trustees. 

Coun.  WILSON — -Mr.  President,  I  assume  that 
the  members  of  the  City  Council,  in  view  of  the 
facts  that  have  been  presented  to  them  during  the 
last  few  weeks,  appreciate  that  there  is  at  least  a 
disposition  on  the  part  of  some  city  departments, 
and  especially  the  trustees  of  the  Boston  City 
Hospital,  to  face  facts  when  the  facts  are  given  to 
them  in  other  than  a  hazy  outline,  and  to  very 
frankly  admit  some  trouble  with  an  existing  system 
when  trouble  is  shown.  It  demonstrates  the  ad- 
vantage, instead  of  making  hasty  charges  that  can- 
not be  supported,  of  giving  facts  and  figures,  so 
that  any  head  of  a  city  department  can,  if  so  dis- 
posed, check  up  and  remedy  the  situation.  It  is 
very  gratifying  to  learn  that  the  instances  given 
were  not  due  to  lack  of  ambulance  facilities  nor  of 
sufficient  force  to  operate  the  ambulances,  but 
apparently  to  the  system  of  operation,  and  it  is 
very  gratifying  to  hear  from  the  trustees  of  the 
City  Hospital  that  the  criticism  made  has  enabled 
the  Board  of  Trustees  to  adopt  such  constructive 
changes  as  will  insure  to  the  citizens  of  the  City  of 
Boston  prompt  and  adequate  ambulance  facilities 
in  the  future.  I  am  willing  and  glad  to  accept  the 
report  of  the  trustees  in  the  spirit  in  which  it  is 
intended.  I  am  glad  to  learn  that  a  real  inves- 
tigation has  been  made  and  that  we  are  assured 
that  there  will  be  no  repetition  of  the  instances 
that  successively  occurred  in  December.  There- 
fore, since  the  trustees  have  been  fair  enough  to 
remedy  the  situation  themselves,  unless  there  is  a 
member  of  the  Council  who  insists  that  the  facts 
again  be  gone  over,  I  personally  do  not  press  a 
further  investigation  by  the  Committee  on  Hos- 
pitals, because  I  now  feel  that  the  real  facts  have 
come  out  and  that  what  has  occurred  will  not  occur 
in  the  future. 

The  communication  was  placed  on  file. 


SALE  OF  OLD  ARMORY  BUILDING, 
EAST  BOSTON. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  January  26,  1931. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — The  Armory  Building,  located  at 
154  Maverick  street,  East  Boston,  in  the  opinion 
of  the  Supervisor  of  Construction  of  the  Building 
Department,  is  in  a  dangerous  and  unsafe  condi- 
tion for  public  use. 

This  property  was  authorized  for  sale  at  an 
upset  price  of  $5,000,  but  there  were  no  bidders 
interested. 

In  my  opinion  it  would  be  the  part  of  wisdom 
to  dispose  of  this  property  at  an  upset  price  of 
$4,300  and  I  accordingly  recommend  the  adoption 
of  the  accompanying  order. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

Ordered,  Tnafc  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be,  and 
hereby  is,  authorized,  in  the  name  and  behalf  of 
the  city,  to  sell  at  public  auction,  at  an  upset 
price  of  $4,300,  title  and  interest  of  the  City  of 
Boston  in  and  to  the  property  known  as  the  Old 
Armory  Building,  154  Maverick  street,  East 
Boston,  and  containing  4,337  square  feet  of  land 
and  a  two-story  building. 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 


PETITIONS  REFERRED. 

The    following    petitions    were    received    and 
referred  to  the  committees  named,  viz.: 
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Claims. 

Mary  E.  Anderson,  for  compensation  for  in- 
juries caused  by  city  vehicle. 

David  J.  Armstrong,  for  compensation  for  in- 
juries caused  by  an  alleged  defect  in  Forest  Hills 
square. 

Josephine  M.  Blaisdell,  for  compensation  for 
damage  to  property  at  87  Fort  avenue,  Roxbury, 
caused  by  city  truck. 

Mrs.  Vivien  Brown,  for  compensation  for  in- 
juries caused  by  an  alleged  defect  in  Charles  street. 

Clarence  Byers  and  Alice  B.  Henshon,  for  com- 
pensation for  injuries  caused  by  city  wagon. 

D.  Cerulli,  for  compensation  for  damage  to 
property  at  37  Geneva  street,  East  Boston,  caused 
by  balls  thrown  from  park. 

Luigi  Colarusso,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  coat  caused  by  an  alleged  defect  in  Harvard 
Btreet  and  Western  avenue. 

Renaldo  Damato,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  car  caused  by  an  alleged  defect  in  Centre  street. 

Mrs.  Rose  M.  Davis,  for  compensation  for  in- 
juries caused  by  an  alleged  defect  at  1  Liberty 
Block. 

Anthony  DeStefano,  for  compensation  for 
damage  to  property  caused  by  overflow  of  water. 

Joseph  F.  Ecker,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  car  by  patrol  wagon. 

Sadie  L.  Gale,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  an  alleged  defect  in  Cambridge  and 
Gordon  streets. 

Bertha  M.  Girard,  for  compensation  for  loss  of 
clothing  taken  from  City  Hospital. 

Helen  Miller,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  an  alleged  defect  at  7  Whit6eld  street. 

Mrs.  Margaret  Reid,  for  compensation  for  loss 
of  dress  at  City  Hospital. 

Genevieve  Urbanowski,  for  compensation  for 
injuries  caused  by  an  alleged  defect  at  15  Boston 
street. 


Executive. 
Petition    of    Harold    B.    Simpson    for    children 
under  fifteen  years  of  age  to  appear  at  place  of 
public     amusement,     George     W.     Brown     Hall, 
February  7,  1931. 


CLOCK,  BRIGHTON  COURTHOUSE. 

Coun.  GALLAGHER  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,    That    the    Superintendent    of    Public 
Buildings   be   requested,    through   his   Honor   the 
Mayor,    to   install   and   maintain   a   clock   in    the 
tower  of  the  Brighton  Courthouse,  Ward  22. 
Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


BORROWING    CAPACITY   FOR   1931. 

The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Board  of  Commissioners  of  Sinking  Funds, 

January  22,  1931. 
To  the  Members  of  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — In  accordance  with  the  provisions 
of  chapter  93,  Acts  of  1891,  it  is  estimated  that 
the  amount  which  the  city  will  be  able  to  borrow 
during  the  present  municipal  year  within  the  debt 
limit  established  by  law  is  §4,656,600.58,  as  per 
schedule  annexed. 

Respectfully, 
Frederic   J.    Crosbt,    Gut   W.    Cox,   William 
Spottiswoode,     Michael     H.      Corcoran, 
Eugene  M.  McSweeney,  Board  of  Commis- 
sioners of  Sinking  Funds. 

Rupert  S.  Carven,  City  Auditor. 
E.  L.  Dolan,  City  Treasurer. 


Debt  Incurring  Power  for  1931. 

Total  debt  incurring  power  within  the  debt  limit  (2J  per  cent  of  $1,973,091,133.33,  the 

average  assessed  valuation  for  three  years,  less  abatements) 

Less  by  chapter  267,  Special  Acts  of  1916 

Debts  incurred: 

Total  funded  debt,  city  and  county $152,656,100  96 

Funded  debt  outside  the  debt  limit  (debt  exempted 
from  the  operation  of  the  law  limiting  municipal 
indebtedness) : 

City  debt $39,554,300  00 

Water  debt 538,000  00 

County  debt 1 ,059,999  96 

Rapid  Transit  debt 54,424,700  00 


Funded  debt  within  the  debt  limit . 
Offsets  to  funded  debt: 
Sinking  Funds . 


95,576,999  96 
$57,079,101  00 


Less  Sinking  Funds  for  debt  outside  the  debt  limit: 

City $16,554,938  47 

County 665,859  89 

Rapid  Transit 11,233,003  27 


$38,990,246  22 


Premiums  on  loanB  inside  limit . 


28,453,801  63 

$10,536,444  59 
11,787  66 


Offsets  to  funded  debt  within  the  debt  limit 

Net  indebtedness  within  the  debt  limit,  December  31,  1930  . 
Loans  authorized  but  not  issued  (within  the  debt  limit) .... 


10,548,232  25 

$46,530,868  75 
1,757,000  00 


Used  debt  incurring  power  within  the  debt  limit 

Unused  debt  incurring  power  within  the  debt  limit 

Estimated  increase  during  the  year  by: 

Interest  on  Sinking  Fund  investments 

Appropriation  for  Sinking  Funds  for  debt  within  the  debt  limit . 

Serial  bonds  redeemable  from  taxes 


$405,582  00 

140,109  00 

3,571,500  00 


Estimated  amount  of  indebtedness  that  may  legally  be  incurred  within  the  debt  limit  dur- 
ing the  municipal  year 

Placed  on  file. 


$49,327,278  33 
500,000  00 

$48,827,278  33 


48,287,868  75 
$539,409  58 


4,117,191  00 


$4,656,600  58 


JANUARY    26,    1931. 
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CONSTABLE'S  BOND. 


The  constable's  bond  of  George  J.  Coyle,  having 
been  duly  approved  by  the  City  Treasurer,  was 
received  and  approved. 


REGISTRY  OF  DEEDS  PAY  ROLL. 

The  pay  roll  of  Registry  of  Deeds,  to  the  amount 
of  $7,435.61,  viz.,  from  January  2  to  17  for  piece 
work,  and  from  January  16  to  31  for  regular 
employees,  both  inclusive,  was  received  and 
approved. 


WIDENING   OF  BEVERLY  STREET. 

Coun.  FITZGERALD  offered  the  following: 
Resolved,  That  the  City  Council  of  Boston 
hereby  approves  the  enactment  of  legislation  to 
authorize  the  widening  of  a  portion  of  Beverly 
street  and  for  the  construction  of  a  new  street 
from  Washington  Street  North  to  Atlantic  avenue. 
Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


PRINTING     OF     MUNICIPAL     REGISTER. 

Coun.  DONOVAN  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Statistics  Department  be 
authorized,  under  the  direction  of  the  Committee 
on  Rules,  to  prepare  and  have  printed  the  "  Munic- 
ipal Register"  for  the  current  year,  including 
therein  a  map  of  the  city  with  ward  lines,  and  that 
the  Clerk  of  Committees  be  authorized  to  prepare 
and  have  printed  a  pocket  edition  of  the  organiza- 
tion of  the  city  government,  the  expense  of  said 
register  and  organization  to  be  charged  to  the 
appropriation  for  City  Documents. 
Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


INFORMATION     AS     TO     CHARLESTOWN 
GAS  COMPANY  PLANT. 

Coun.  GREEN  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Boston  Consolidated  Gas 
Company  be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the 
Mayor,  to  inform  the  City  Council  whether  or 
not  it  is  intended  to  discontinue  the  operation 
of  the  present  manufacturing  plant  of  the  Charles- 
town  Gas  Company  in  Charlestown  in  the  event 
that  the  consolidation  announced  in  the  news- 
papers takes  place. 
Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


INSURANCE  INVESTMENT. 

Coun.  GREEN  offered  the  following: 
Resolved,  That  the  Boston  City  Council  favors 
the  enactment  of  legislation  authorizing  the  in- 
vestment by  insurance  companies  in  real  property 
for  the  purpose  of  relieving  congestion  of  popula- 
tion and  providing  homes  for  residents  of  the 
Commonwealth . 
Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


PAYMENT    OF    ADJUSTMENT    COMPEN- 
SATION. 

Coun.  FISH  offered  the  following: 

Resolved,  That  the  Boston  City  Council  goes 
on  record  as  indorsing  such  action  by  the  Federal 
Congress  as  will  provide  the  early  payment  in 
cash  of  the  adjusted  compensation  certificates 
issued  to  United  States  veterans  of  the  World 
War,  and  be  it 

Ordered,  That  copies  of  this  resolution  be  for- 
warded to  each  Representative  in  Congress  and 
United  States  Senator  from  the  Commonwealth 
of  Massachusetts. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


REINSTATEMENT     OF     ALEXANDER     A. 
TURLEY. 

Coun.  ENGLERT  offered  the  following: 
Resolved,  That  the  Boston  City  Council  favors 


the  enactment  of  legislation  authorizing  the  re- 
instatement in  the  Boston  Fire  Department  of 
Alexander  A.  Turley. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


REINSTATEMENT      OF      THEODORE      D. 
BELTON. 
Coun.  NORTON  offered  the  following: 
Resolved,    That   the   City   Council    of   Boston 

hereby  approves  the  enactment  of  legislation  to 

authorize    the    reinstatement    of    Theodore    D. 

Belton  in  the  Police  Department  of  said  city. 
Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


RECESS. 

The  Council  voted,  on  motion  of  Coun.  ENG- 
LERT, at  2.18  p.  m.,  to  take  a  recess  subject  to 
the  call  of  the  Chair.  The  members  reassembled 
in  the  Council  Chamber  and  were  called  to  order 
by  the  President  at  2.45  p.  m. 


EXECUTIVE   COMMITTEE  REPORTS. 

Coun.  GALLAGHER,  for  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee, submitted  the  following: 

1.  Report  on  petition  (referred  today)  of 
Harold  B.  Simpson  for  children  under  fifteen  years 
of  age  to  appear  at  place  of  public  amusement, 
George  W.  Brown  Hall,  February  7,  1931, — that 
leave  be  granted,  on  usual  conditions. 

Report  accepted;  leave  granted  on  usual  condi- 
tions. 

2.  Report  on  petition  (referred  December  22, 
1930),  of  Mary  J.  Mulligan  for  annuity  on  account 
of  death  of  her  husband,  Martin  F.  Mulligan,  late 
member  of  the  Fire  Department — recommending 
passage  of  following  order,  viz. : 

Ordered,  That  under  the  provisions  of  chapter 
182  of  the  Acts  of  1930,  as  amended  by  chapter 
241  of  the  Acts  of  1930,  an  annuity  of  one  thousand 
dollars  be  allowed  and  paid  to  Mary  J.  Mulligan, 
widow  of  Martin  F.  Mulligan,  a  member  of  the 
Fire  Department,  who  died  on  December  12,  1930, 
from  injuries  received  in  the  performance  of  his 
duty;  said  annuity  to  date  from  December  13, 
1930,  to  continue  so  long  as  said  widow  remains 
unmarried  and  to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation 
for  Fire  Department,  Pensions  and  Annuities. 

The  report  was  accepted,  and  the  order  was 


FINANCE   COMMITTEE   REPORTS. 

Coun.  BUSH,  for  the  Committee  on  Finance, 
submitted  the  following: 

1.  Report  on  message  of  Mayor  and  order 
(referred  January  5)  for  a  loan  of  $300,000  for 
New  Charities  Administration  Building — that  same 
ought  to  pass. 

The  report  was  accepted,  and  the  question  came 
on   the  passage   of   the  order. 

Coun.  BUSfl — Mr.  Chairman,  your  committee 
held  a  hearing,  at  which  the  chairman  and  secretary 
of  the  Board  of  Overseers  of  Public  Welfare  were 
present,  and  it  was  developed  at  the  hearing  that 
the  present  building  is  a  three-story  brick  building 
erected  in  1926  and  occupied  in  part  by  several 
private  societies  who  had  occupied  and  contributed 
to  _  the  construction  of  the  previous  building, 
which  had  been  there  for  a  great  many  years. 
The  chairman  of  the  Board  was  of  the  opinion 
that  it  would  be  highly  inadvisable  and  destructive 
of  the  advantages  of  cooperation  if  these  private 
societies  were  ousted  from  the  building.  A  great 
deal  of  the  charity  expended  has  been  through 
these  private  societies,  to  that  extent  relieving 
the  city  of  the  burden  and  saving  the  city's  money, 
to  the  extent  of  hundreds  of  thousands  of  dollars. 
The  present  building  is  a  three-story  building 
erected  in  1926  and  is  occupied  in  part  by  several 
private  societies  who  had  occupied  and  participated 
and  contributed  in  the  construction  of  the  previous 
building.  The  chairman  of  the  Board  is  of  the 
opinion  that  it  would  be  highly  inadvisable  and 
destructive  of  cooperation  if  these  private  societies 
were  ousted  from  the  building.  While  it  would 
give  the  Welfare  Board  considerably  more  room, 


30 


CITY  COUNCIL. 


the  space  would  still  be  inadequate  for  their  use. 
The  number  of  beneficiaries  receiving  aid  has 
grown  to  such  an  extent  that  each  visitor  has  at 
present  about  six  hundred  cases  to  handle.  With 
the  additional  visitors  contemplated  and  provided 
for  in  the  new  budget,  an  addition  of  about  fourteen 
or  sixteen,  this  figure  will  be  cut  in  half  and  later 
amount  to  about  three  hundred  cases  per  visitor, 
which  is  more  than  three  times  as  many  per  visitor 
as  the  private  societies  have.  The  total  aid  has 
reached  the  staggering  sum  of  three  million  six 
hundred  thousand.  A  further  burden  which  will 
fall  upon  the  Welfare  Board  will  be  three  thousand 
or  more  additional  cases  which  the  Old  Age  Assist- 
ance bill  will  add  to  the  work  of  the  Board  on 
July  1,  1931.  This  $300,000  loan  is  for  the  purpose 
of  providing  an  ell  on  the  present  building,  pro- 
viding approximately  an  additional  amount  of 
space  equal  to  that  of  the  present  building,  and 
for  the  furnishings  as  well.  The  present  building 
cost  $400,000  to  build. 

Coun.  FITZGERALD— Mr.  President,  I  would 
like  to  ask  the  chairman  of  the  committee  a 
question.  When  the  chairman  of  that  Board 
appeared  before  the  committee  and  stated  that 
this  $300,000  was  to  put  on  an  ell  in  the  rear  of 
that  building,  did  he  say  whether  it  would  shut 
off  the  light  and  air,  so  that  there  might  not  be 
sufficient  light  and  air,  with  every  inch  of  ground 
covered  by  that  ell? 

Coun.  BUSH — May  I  answer  the  question,  Mr. 
President?  The  chairman  of  the  Board  made  no 
mention  of  that,  was  not  asked  in  reference  to  it, 
but  he  was  asked  whether  in  the  future  the  possi- 
bility of  widening  Chardon  street  would  affect 
the  new  building.  He  said  that  a  proper  set-back 
had  been  provided  for  and  that  it  would  not  be  so 
affected.  As  to  the  question  of  light  and  air,  as 
affected  by  this  proposed  ell,  I  cannot  answer. 

Coun.  FITZGERALD— Did  the  chairman  of 
the  Board  say  anything  in  relation  to  the  property 
across  the  street,  on  Hawkins  street,  whether 
that  might  be  used?  Was  anything  said  in 
reference  to  that? 

Coun.  BUSH — No,  nothing  was  said  in  regard 
to  that. 

Coun.  FITZGERALD— My  reason  for  asking 
the  question  is  this:  I  believe,  and  I  think  it  is 
the  general  belief,  that  the  proposed  building  when 
built  will  not  be  large  enough  within  a  few  years. 
As  a  matter  of  fact,  there  is  property  on  the  other 
side,  now  used  for  a  lodging  house,  wood  yard  and 
storage — the  old  Chardon  street  school  building 
being  so  used — which  could  be  improved  for  this 
purpose.  We  can  all  see  what  has  already  hap- 
pened there.  Within  four  years  this  building  has 
practically  outlived  its  usefulness.  I  don't  know 
whether  the  committee  of  the  Council  looked  over 
the  ground  or  not.  But  I  know  a  good  deal  about 
that  locality,  past  and  present,  and  have  some  idea 
of  what  will  happen  in  the  future.  Anybody  who 
goes  down  there  and  looks  over  the  ground  knows 
that  that  is  the  neck  of  a  bottle,  and  also  knows 
that  within  a  few  years  this  building  has  already 
outlived  its  usefulness.  The  question  in  my  mind 
is  whether  they  have  properly  considered  building 
on  the  site  of  the  old  Chardon  street  school,  the 
lodging  house  and  wood  yard,  a  suitable  structure 
which  would  meet  the  needs  of  the  present  and 
fiiture.  It  seems  to  me  that  good  judgment  would 
dictate  taking  that  question  into  consideration. 
They  probably  know  best,  but  I  simply  want  to 
place  myself  right  in  the  matter,  and  I  wish  to 
know  whether  anything  has  been  said  in  regard  to 
possible  action  of  that  kind  in  connection  with  the 
property  across  the  street.  You  have  there  an 
old,  dilapidated  building,  seventy-five  or  eighty 
years  old,  and  it  occurred  to  me  that  on  that  site 
might  be  put  up  an  appropriate  modern  structure 
that  would  not  only  fulfill  the  needs  for  the 
immediate  future  but  for  all  time. 

Coun.  DOWD — Mr.  President,  I  have  no  objec- 
tion to  the  loan  order,  as  such,  but  I  do  feel  that  a 
further  study  of  the  situation  should  be  made 
before  the  city  votes  to  expend  $300,000  for  this 
proposed  addition.  I  am  quite  familiar  with  the 
conditions  down  there  and  know  how  crowded 
they  are  at  the  present  time,  and  I  feel  that  that 
crowded  condition  will  exist  even  after  this  pro- 
posed addition  has  been  made.  I  also  know  that 
people  have  to  go  there  from  Neponset,  Hyde 
Park,  West  Roxbury,  the  South  End,  more  or  less 


remote  sections  of  the  city,  and  I  firmly  believe 
that  before  we  spend  $300,000  for  this  proposed 
addition  down  there  we  should  look  into  the  ques- 
tion of  whether  it  might  not  be  advisable  to  build 
a  building  in  the  South  End  section  of  Boston, 
from  which  section,  I  believe,  some  25  or  30  per 
cent  of  the  people  are  taken  care  of  at  the  present 
time  down  there.  People  from  Dorchester, 
Neponset,  Hyde  Park,  West  Roxbury,  have  to 
travel  into  the  heart  of  the  city  to  be  taken  care 
of,  and  then  they  have  to  wait  several  hours 
before  they  are  taken  care  of.  The  same  reason- 
ing applies  to  the  wood  yard.  Therefore,  I  believe 
that  before  spending  $300,000  as  is  here  proposed, 
a  study  should  be  made  and  we  should  consider 
the  advisability  of  calling  the  chairman  of  that 
Board  before  us  and  getting  his  opinion  and  the 
opinion  of  the  Mayor  as  to  whether  a  building  in 
another  section  of  the  city,  another  congested 
section,  might  not  be  preferable.  Therefore,  if 
the  chairman  of  the  committee  has  no  objection, 
I  would  like  to  lay  the  matter  on  the  table  until 
further  study  is  made. 

Coun.  BUSH — Mr.  President,  the  chairman  of 
the  Board  was  requested  by  the  chairman  of  the 
committee  to  answer  the  question  as  to  whether 
it  was  advisable  to  keep  the  present  location  or, 
having  in  mind  the  possibility  in  the  near  future 
of  a  civic  center  in  another  part  of  the  city,  it 
might  not  be  better  to  erect  in  another  part  of  the 
city  in  a  group  of  city  buildings  a  building  that 
could  be  devoted  to  this  purpose.  The  chairman 
replied  that  anything  of  that  sort  would  naturally 
not  come  for  a  considerable  period  of  time,  and  he 
felt  that  the  proposed  location  down  there  would, 
under  the  circumstances,  be  the  best,  being  handy 
to  all  means  of  transportation  from  all  parts  of 
the  city,  and  it  was  his  idea  that  the  present  loca- 
tion was  serving  its  purpose  very  well.  May  I 
add  this,  also,  that  the  Old  Age  Pension  law  will 
go  into  effect  on  the  first  of  July,  1931,  and  that 
that  law  will  place  a  tremendous  additional  bur- 
den on  the  Welfare  Board,  as  they  will  then  have 
to  take  care  of  about  three  thousand  additional 
cases.  It  is  planned  that  the  building  shall  be 
completed  before  that  date,  so  that  the  department 
will  not  be  held  up  in  giving  the.required  assistance. 

Coun.  DOWD — Mr.  President,  I  quite  agree 
that  the  old  age  pension  law  will,  impose  an 
additional  burden  on  the  Board,  but  I  still  think 
the  point  is  well  taken,  with  people  having  to  come 
from  the  South  End,  West  Roxbury,  Hyde  Park, 
Dorchester  and  other  remote  sections,  to  this 
place,  that  it  would  be  better  to  erect  a  building  in 
another  section  of  Boston.  The  members  of  the 
body  know  the  conditions  that  exist  now,  and  I 
still  feel  that  before  appropriating  this  $300,000 
for  an  addition  to  the  present  building,  the  question 
of  erecting  other  accommodations  in  another 
section  should  be  considered.  That  is  particularly 
true  with  the  normal  increase  at  the  present  time 
in  the  work  of  the  department,  as  it  is  likely  that 
the  additional  calls  upon  the  department  will 
exceed  50  per  cent,  even  if  we  should  get  back  to 
normal  times.  I  have  no  objection  to  the  appro- 
priation, but  I  do  say  that  before  we  spend  $300,000 
on  such  proposed  new  buildings,  we  should  give 
the  other  thought  consideration.  This  loan  order 
was  presented  last  Monday,  and  the  committee 
lias  had  one  or  possibly  two  meetings.  They  have 
barely  had  a  week  to  study  the  situation.  My 
thought  is  simply  along  the  line  of  doing  something 
to  relieve  the  present  congestion.  I  believe  that 
if  all  the  activities  of  the  department  are  confined 
to  the  present  building,  and  the  $300,000  which  it 
is  proposed  to  appropriate  will  simply  be  put  iuto 
an  addition  down  there,  when  the  Old  Age  Pension 
goes  into  effect  it  is  going  to  so  increase  congestion 
that  that  building  will  soon  be  outgrown.  The 
congestion  now  js  terrible,  and  we  all  know  that 
when  a  woman  comes  from  a  distance,  a  woman 
who  needs  money,  who  needs  assistance,  that  she 
has  to  wait  around  for  several  hours  before  she  can 
be  taken  care  of.  Therefore,  while,  as  I  say,  I  am 
not  opposed  to  such  a  loan  order,  I  do  think  that 
before  passing  it  we  ought  to  give  a  little  more 
time,  thought  and  study  to  the  question  of  a 
possible  new  building  in  some  other  section  of 
Boston.  I  move  that  we  lay  the  matter  on  the 
table  for  one  week. 

The  motion  to  lay  on  the  table  was  lost. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule,  yeas  21,  nays  0. 


JANUARY     26,     1931. 
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2.  Report  of  the  orders  (referred  January  19) 
that  the  sums  be  appropriated,  to  be  expended 
under  the  direction  of  the  Board  of  Park  Com- 
missioners, for  playground  improvements,  and 
that  to  meet  the  appropriation  the  City  Treasurer 
.  be  authorized  to  issue,  from  time  to  time,  upon  the 
request  of  the  Mayor,  bonds  or  certificates  of  in- 
debtedness of  the  City  of  Boston  to  said  amount, — 
that  the  orders  be  passed,  as  follows: 

$25,000  for  Stanley  A.  Ringer  Playground  im- 
provements. 

$25,000  for  William  Amerena  Playground  im- 
provements. 

$25,000  for  James  F.  Healy  Playground  im- 
provements. 

$25,000  for  Smith's  Pond  Playground  im- 
provements. 

$25,000  for  Mary  Hemenway  Playground  im- 
provements. 

$25,000  for  Billings  Field  improvements. 

$200,000  for  Castle  Island  and  Marine  Park 
improvements. 

$175,000  for  Morton  Street  Bridge. 

$75,000  for  Shawmut  Avenue  Bridge. 

The  report  was  accepted,  and  the  question  came 
on  the  passage  of  the  said  orders. 

Coun.  NORTON— Mr.  President,  I  move  that 
we  vote  on  the  loan  orders  separately. 

Coun.  KELLY — Mr.  President,  I  was  interested 
in  possibly  hearing  from  a  very  urgent  loan  order 
that  I  introduced  a  week  or  so  ago,  which  naturally 
should  be  covered  in  these  reports,  because  I 
notice  at  present  other  loan  orders  introduced  the 
same  day  have  been  reported  back  here  favorably. 
Of  course,  I  don't  understand  it.  My  order  was 
for  the  establishment  of  a  children's  playground  in 
the  vicinity  of  Greenwich  and  Kimball  streets, 
Ward  15.  I  introduced  the  order  last  year,  and 
with  no  result.  I  again  introduced  it  this  year, 
after  five  or  six  little  children  had  been  hurt  and 
two  killed  on  the  streets  around  that  section.  In 
going  to  the  Roland  Park  Playground  the  children 
have  to  mount  a  large  hill,  cross  Dorchester  avenue, 
a  bad  thoroughfare,  and  cross  Adams  street  and 
mount  another  hill.  That  is  what  they  have  to  go 
through  in  order  to  play  at  that  playground,  and 
when  they  get  there  they  are  too  exhausted  to  play. 
I  don't  see  why  the  chairman  of  the  Finance  Com- 
mittee did  not  make  a  report  on  that  particular  loan 
order,  and  that  is  why  I  make  inquiry.  I  ask  the 
chairman  of  the  Finance  Committee  why  my 
order  was  not  returned  with  these  others? 

Coun.  BUSH — Mr.  President,  I  would  ask  if  his 
order  was  not  for  a  new  playground,  not  in  existence 
at  the  present  time? 

Coun.  KELLY — Yes,  the  order  was  for  a  new 
playground  for  that  district. 

Coun.  BUSH— Mr.  President,  I  would  call  the 
councilor's  attention  to  the  fact  that  all  of  these 
orders  are  simply  for  the  improvement  of  existing 
playgrounds,  and  that  his  order  will  probably  be 
considered  at  the  next  meeting,  or  the  one  im- 
mediately after  that,  of  the  committee. 

Coun.  KELLY — Mr.  President,  I  would  like  to 
ask  one  more  question.  When  the  meeting  was 
held  on  these  particular  orders,  on  Friday,  why 
shouldn't  my  order  have  come  up,  so  that  it  would 
be  reported  back  here  today?  This  is  the  first  of 
the  year.  The  Mayor  contemplates  spending 
different  amounts  of  money  in  different  sections  of 
Boston,  and  I  say  that  not  one  cent  is  to  be  spent, 
according  to  reports  so  far,  in  my  ward.  I  am 
here  to  find  out  why  money  is  not  being  spent 
there,  and  I  see  no  reason  why  my  particular  loan 
order,  which  was  referred  to  the  Finance  Com- 
mittee, and  which  was  before  them  at  the  time 
when  they  held  their  meeting  last  Friday,  is  not 
included  in  this  group  today. 

Coun.  BUSH— Mr.  President,  I  would  call  the 
attention  of  the  councilor  to  the  fact  that  none  of 
these  playground  improvement  orders  reported 
on  today  are  in  my  ward,  either. 

President  McGRATH— The  clerk  will  read  the 
first  order,  and  the  question  will  come  on  its 
passage. 

Coun.  NORTON— Mr.  President,  if  it  will 
expedite  matters,  let  me  say  there  is  only  one  order 
I  object  to  having  included  in  the  general  roll  call 
and  that  is  the  order  relating  to  the  Castle  Island 
project.  With  that  exception  I  have  no  objection 
to  the  orders  going  through  on  one  roll  call. 


President  McGRATH — The  gentleman  asked  for 
a  division  of  the  question,  and  it  was  divided,  and 
the  clerk  will  now  call  the  roll.  The  question  first 
comes  on  the  order  appropriating  $175,000  for 
Morton  Street  Bridge. 

The  order  appropriating  $175,000  for  Morton 
Street  Bridge  was  passed,  yeas  21,  nays  0: 

Coun.  WILSON — Mr.  President,  I  understand 
that  the  gentleman  from  Hyde  Park  (Coun. 
Norton)  wishes  only  to  separate  the  Castle  Island 
order  from  the  other  loan  orders.  I  understand 
that  he  has  no  objection  to  the  others  being  voted 
upon  together  and,  therefore,  I  trust  that  that 
action  will  be  taken. 

President  McGRATH — If  no  other  member  of 
the  Council  has  objection,  that  action  can  be  taken. 

The  other  orders  above  reported,  except  the 
order  for  Morton  Street  Bridge,  already  passed, 
and  with  the  exception  of  the  $200,000  for  Castle 
Island  and  Marine  Park  improvements,  were  passed 
upon  one  roll  call,  yeas  22,  nays  0,  all  the  members 
of  the  body  voting  in  the  affirmative. 

The  question  came  on  the  passage  of  the  order 
appropriating  $200,000  for  Castle  Island  and 
Marine  Park  improvements,  etc. 

Coun.  NORTON — Mr.  President,  as  a  general 
rule  I  am  very  much  in  favor  of  any  public  improve- 
ment, but,  so  far  as  this  item  of  $200,000  for  Castle 
Island  and  Marine  Park  improvements  is  con- 
cerned, while  I  appreciate  that  that  is  one  of  the 
beauty  spots  of  the  city,  at  the  same  time,  before 
we  vote  for  additional  beautification  through 
running  a  road  around  Castle  Island,  I  would  call 
the  attention  of  my  colleagues  to  the  fact  that  in 
my  district  we  have  many  young  children  who 
have  to  go  to  school  through  the  mud,  that  we 
have  three  hundred  and  thirty-three  streets — as  I 
said  last  year  and  as  is  true,  although  my  state- 
ment was  then  contested — which  are  not  accepted, 
and  that  something  should  be  done  to  remedy 
such  a  situation  before  passing  such  an  order  as 
this.  We  haven't  a  good  street  out  there,  with 
the  exception  of  River  street  and  Hyde  Park 
avenue.  Therefore,  before  voting  $200,000  for  a 
road  around  Castle  Island,  it  does  seem  to  me 
we  could  well  use  some  of  that  money  in  such  a 
residential  section  as  that  in  which  I  live,  for  the 
benefit  not  only  of  the  children  of  the  district  but 
of  the  population  as  a  whole.  We  have  more 
streets  unaccepted  in  Ward  18  than  in  the  rest  of 
the  city,  and  we  are  larger  than  South  Boston, 
East  Boston  and  Charlestown  put  together.  Yet, 
with  the  exception  of  the  plan  for  the  continuation 
of  the  Cummins  Highway  and  for  the  completion 
of  River  street,  little  has  been  done  out  there 
during  the  pas  t  year.  Much  remains  to  be  done 
and  certainly  the  work  should  be  begun. 

Coun.  BUSH — Mr.  President,  I  would  ask  the 
councilor  from  Ward  18  (Coun.  Norton)  if  he 
has  ever  ascertained  how  much  it  would  cost  to 
accept  and  lay  out  those  three  hundred  and  thirty- 
three  streets  in  his  ward?  You  wouldn't  expect 
that  that  would  be  done  in  one  year? 

Coun.  NORTON — Certainly  not,  Mr.  President. 
I  will  simply  repeat  to  my  colleague  the  same 
answer  that  I  have  given  many  times.  I  have 
promised  no  resident  of  the  district  a  street.  I 
have  told  them  that  as  long  as  they  live,  and 
perhaps  if  they  live  to  be  as  old  as  Methuselah, 
there  will  still  be  streets  that  will  need  to  be  fixed 
out  there.  We  cannot  expect  all  these  improve- 
ments at  once,  but  do  at  least  give  to  the  section 
I  represent  the  same  treatment  that  is  accorded 
other  sections  of  the  city.  I  do  not  expect  that 
all  these  streets  will  be  fixed  this  year,  or  in  ten 
years,  or  in  twenty  years,  but  I  think  the  least  we 
have  a  right  to  ask  for  is  that  streets  like  Hyde 
Park  avenue,  a  main  artery  in  that  section,  availed 
of  by  the  people  of  many  homes  to  go  to  Forest 
Hills,  Readville  and  other  places,  be  placed  in  the 
same  condition  as  other  main  arteries  in  other 
sections  of  the  city,  in  as  good  condition  as  they 
have  been  in  for  many  years,  and  that  certainly  a 
start  should  be  made. 

Coun.  MAHONEY— Mr.  President,  the  gentle- 
man from  Hyde  Park  claims  to  have  no  animosity 
against  the  people  of  South  Boston  or  of  that  dis- 
trict, but  I  heard  him  state  a  few  months  ago  that 
it  was  really  a  shame — and  this  was  when  the 
East  Boston  Tunnel  case  was  being  argued — that 
the  Army  Base  should  be  built  in  South  Boston. 
I  want  to  say  to  him  that  we,  the  people  of  the 
South  Boston  district,  have  as  two  of  the  things 
of  which  we  are  particularly  proud,  the  Columbus 
Park  Stadium  and  the  L  Street  bathing  beach, 
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and  that  we  have  over  there  two  of  the  most 
historic  sites  in  the  entire  country,  Castle  Island 
and  Dorchester  Heights.  Certainly  something 
should  be  done  to  make  available  those  attractions 
over  there,  something  fitting  should  be  done  to 
give  them  a  proper  setting.  As  the  Castle  Island 
project  now  stands,  until  further  work  is  done,  it 
is  an  eyesore.  I  think,  therefore,  that  we  should 
act  favorably  on  this  loan  order. 

On  motion  of  Coun.  COX,  the  previous  question 
was  ordered,  and  the  question  came  on  the  passage 
of  the  order  providing  $200,000  for  Castle  Island 
and  Marine  Park  improvements,  etc. 

The  order  was  passed,  yeas  20,  nays  2: 

Yeas — Coun.  Arnold,  Bush,  Cox,  Donovan, 
Dowd,  Englert,  Fish,  Fitzgerald,  Gallagher, 
Gleason,  Green,  Hein,  Kelly,  Lynch,  Mahoney, 
McGrath,  Murray,  Power,  Ruby,  Wilson— 20. 

Nays — Coun.  Curtis,  Norton — 2. 


FOWLS  KILLED   BY  DOGS. 

Coun.  BUSH,  for  the  Committee  on  Claims, 
submitted  the  following: 

Report  on  claims  of  Thorne  M.  Carpenter, 
(referred  August  4,  1930),  for  compensation  for 
loss  of  fowls  killed  by  dogs — recommending  passage 
of  following  order: 

Ordered,  That  there  be  allowed  and  paid  to 
Thorne  M.  Carpenter  the  sum  of  $10  in  compen- 
sation for  the  loss  of  two  hens  killed  by  a  dog  or 
dogs  March  29,  1930,  said  sum  to  be  paid  from  the 
income  for  dog  licenses. 

Report  on  claim  of  Charles  F.  Clinton  (referred 
April  7,  1930),  for  compensation  for  loss  of  fowls 
killed  by  dogs — recommending  passage  of  following 
order. 

Ordered,  That  there  be  allowed  and  paid  to 
Charles  F.  Clinton  the  sum  oi  $40  in  compensation 
for  the  loss  of  fifteen  hens  killed  by  a  dog  or  dogs 
March  25,  1930,  said  sum  to  be  paid  from  the 
income  for  dog  licenses. 

Report  on  claim  of  John  A.  Craig  (referred  May 
12,  1930),  for  compensation  for  loss  of  fowls  killed 
by  dogs — recommending  passage  of  following 
order: 

Ordered,  That  there  be  allowed  and  paid  to 
John  A.  Craig  the  sum  of  $15  in  compensation  for 
the  loss  of  six  hens  killed  by  a  dog  or  dogs  April  8, 
1930,  said  sum  to  be  paid  from  the  income  for  dog 
licenses. 

The  report  was  accepted,  and  the  question  came 
on  the  passage  of  the  orders. 

Coun.  BUSH — Mr.  President,  just  a  word  in 
explanation  of  this  matter.  There  are  three 
such  orders  being  introduced  by  the  chairman 
of  the  Committee  on  Claims  and  they  are  in  com- 
pliance with  a  statute — chapter  140,  section  161, 
of  the  General  Laws — which  provides  that  any 
person  who  is  an  owner  of  fowl  or  domestic  animals 
which  are  injured  or  killed  by  dogs,  not  on  the 
premises  of  the  owner  or  keeper  thereof,  shall  be 
reimbursed  by  the  county. 

The  orders  were  severally  passed. 


PAYMENT    OF    AID    TO    SOLDIERS    AND 
SAILORS. 

Coun.  NORTON,  for  the  Committee  on  Sol- 
diers' Relief,  submitted  order  recommending  pay- 
ment of  aid  to  soldiers  and  sailors  and  their  fami- 
lies in  the  City  of  Boston  for  the  month  of  January. 

Report  accepted,  order  passed. 


PROPOSED  REPAVING   OF  CHESTNUT 
HILL  AVENUE. 

Coun.  HEIN  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,    That    the    Commissioner    of    Public 
Works    be    requested,    through    his    Honor    the 
Mayor,  to  repave  with  smooth  paving  Chestnut 
Hill  avenue,  Ward  21. 
Passed  under  svspension  of  the  rule. 


VEHICULAR  UNDERPASS,  FOREST  HILLS. 

Coun.  MURRAY  and  ENGLERT  offered  the 
following: 

Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  three  hundred  and 
fifty  thousand  dollars  be,  and  the  same  hereby  is, 


appropriated,  to  be  expended  under  the  direction 
of  the  Board  of  Street  Commissioners,  for  the 
construction  of  a  vehicular  underpass  beneath  the 
Arborway  at  Washington  street,  Forest  Hills,  and 
that  to  meet  said  appropriation  the  City  Treasurer 
be  authorized  to  issue,  from  time  to  time,  upon  the 
request  of  the  Mayor,  bonds  or  certificates  of  the 
City  to  said  amount. 
Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 


FIRE  HOUSE   ON  WALK  HILL   STREET. 

Coun.  MURRAY  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Fire  Commissioner  be  re- 
quested, through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  install 
a  Ladder  Company  in  the  fire  house  on  Walk  Hill 
street,  Forest  Hills. 

Coun.  MURRAY — Mr.  President,  the  reason 
for  introducing  this  order  is  that  there  is  a  com- 
pany firehouse  out  there  at  Forest  Hills  with  only 
one  piece  of  apparatus  in  it.  We  have  had  a  num- 
ber of  very  dangerous  fires  in  the  neighborhood 
of  Forest  Hills  and  a  ladder  company  has  to  come 
from  Hyde  Park,  Jamaica  Plain  or  Egleston  square. 
I  have  introduced  this  order  trusting  that  the  Fire 
Commissioner  may  see  his  way  clear  to  install  a 
ladder  company  in  that  house,  which  is  intended 
to  contain  two  pieces  of  apparatus  and  now  has 
only  one. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


RESURFACING   OF  HYDE  PARK 
STREETS. 

Coun.  MURRAY  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor, 
to  include  in  his  street  resurfacing  program  for  the 
year  1931  Hyde  Park  avenue,  from  Forest  Hills 
square  to  Neponset  avenue,  Ward  19. 
Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


LIGHTING     OF     HYDE     PARK     AVENUE. 

Coun.  MURRAY  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the 
Mayor,  to  replace  the  present  lights  on  Hyde  Park 
avenue,  from  Forest  Hills  to  Neponset  avenue, 
and  on  Washington  street,  from  Forest  Hills  to 
Poplar  street,  Ward  19,  with  modern  boulevard 
type  lights. 
Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


DISCONTINUANCE   OF  PORTABLE 
SCHOOLHOUSES. 

Coun.  RUBY  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Boston  School  Committee  be 
requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  make 
immediate  arrangements  with  a  view  to  discon- 
tinuing all  the  portable  schoolhouses  in  the  City 
of  Boston. 

Coun.  RUBY — Mr.  President,  as  a  result  of 
several  complaints  by  my  constituents  in  the  last 
ten  days  with  reference  to  the  unsanitary  and  un- 
healthy condition  of  portables  in  Boston,  I  was 
amazed  to  learn  of  the  position  taken  by  the 
School  Committee  of  Boston  with  reference  to  such 
schoolhouses.  I  received  a  letter  today,  as  a  result 
of  inquiry  made  by  me  of  the  School  Committee, 
as  follows.  This  is  from  the  Superintendent  of 
Public  Schools: 

"The  School  Committee  of  the  City  of  Boston, 
Administration  Building, 
15  Beacon  Street, 

Office  of  the  Secretary, 

January  24,  1931. 
"Mr.  Israel  Ruby,  City  Councilor,  City  Hall, 
Boston,  Mass. 
"My  dear  Mr.  Ruby, — I  have  your  communica- 
tion of  January  20,  addressed  to  the  School  Com- 
mittee, in  which  you  inquire  concerning  the  light- 
ing and  sanitation  of  the  portables  in  the  yard  of 
the  Atherton  School  on  Columbia  road.  Your 
communication  was  referred  to  Mr.  Brodhead,  the 
Assistant  Superintendent  in  charge  of  the  district, 
aad  Mr.  Brodhead  now  reports  as  follows: 
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"'There  are  three  portables,  none  of  which  are 
supplied  with  electricity.  We  are  recommending 
to  the  Department  of  School  Buildings  that  lights 
be  installed  in  each  of  these  buildings.' " 

That  is,  it  took  a  letter  from  a  member  of  the 
City  Council  to  bring  out  the  fact,  with  regard  to 
three  portables,  in  a  congested  area  in  Boston  now 
unlighted,  that  they  are  going  to  consider  install- 
ing electric  lights.  That  shows  the  hindsighted- 
ness  of  those  in  charge  of  the  care  of  the  children 
of  Boston,  in  the  matter  of  proper  schoolhouse 
facilities,  not  even  considering  when  those  portables 
were  being  constructed  their  equipment  with 
proper  lighting  facilities  at  the  time. 

"Mr.  Brodhead  reports  that  no  children  have 
been  sent  home  because  of  insufficient  lighting,  and 
that  no  complaints  have  been  received  from  parents 
regarding  insufficient  lighting." 

For  the  benefit  of  Superintendent  Burke,  who 
signs  this  letter,  I  say  to  him  that  careful  investi- 
gation will  assure  him  that  when  the  day  is  dull 
and  there  is  no  sun  in  the  streets,  as  a  matter  of 
fact,  children,  at  least  in  the  Atherton  School, 
are  sent  home  because  of  the  absence  of  fighting 
facilities. 

"With  reference  to  the  lavatory  situation,  Mr. 
Brodhead  reports  that  this  is  a  common  procedure 
when  portables  are  placed  in  the  yard  of  the  build- 
ing and  that  it  would  not  be  feasible  to  institute  a 
procedure  of  equipping  portables  in  school  yards 
with  sanitation  inside  the  portables. 
Very  truly  yours, 

J.  E.  Burke, 
Superintendent  of  Public  Schools." 

In  reference  to  that  last  paragraph  I  might  say 
to  Mr.  Burke  that  were  any  of  my  children  com- 
pelled to  go  to  a  portable  at  this  time,  without 
proper  sanitary  arrangements  in  connection  with 
it,  and  without  proper  electrification,  I  would  re- 
fuse to  permit  them  to  attend  the  school.  For 
that  reason  I  have  introduced  the  order.  In  a 
city  like  Boston,  one  of  the  largest  cities  in  the 
country,  spending  over  $20,000,000  a  year  for 
educational  purposes,  it  is,  in  my  opinion,  criminal 
for  thousands  of  children  to  be  compelled  to 
attend  school  in  portable  buildings  without  elec- 
tricity and  without  proper  lavatory  arrangements, 
and  in  some  cases  without  proper  heating  facilities. 
I  believe,  instead  of  appropriating  hundreds  of 
thousands  of  dollars  for  the  purchase  of  land  and 
to  pay  architects  for  plans  for  schools  on  that  land, 
schools  not  constructed — and  over  half  a  million 
dollars  has  been  so  spent  since  1920  for  vacant 
land  in  different  parts  of  Boston,  still  unused — 
some  attention  should  be  given  by  the  School  Com- 
mittee to  the  matter,  and  not  postponing  it  to  the 
distant  future,  of  the  discontinuance  of  all  portable 
schools.  I  have  received  another  letter,  Mr. 
President,  in  answer  to  an  inquiry  by  me  of  the 
School  Committee  with  reference  to  portables,  not 
only  in  Ward  14  but  throughout  the  City  of 
Boston : 

"My  dear  Mr.  Ruby, — We  are  in  receipt  of  your 
communication,  addressed  to  the  Boston  School 
Committee  under  date  of  January  20,  1931,  which 
reads  as  follows: 

"'1.  How  many  portable  school  buildings  in 
Ward  14,  and  the  location  of  same? 

'"2.  How  many  portable  school  buildings  in 
Ward  14  without  lights  of  any  kind,  and  the 
location  of  same? 

"'3.     How  many  portable  buildings  in  Boston? 

"'4.  How  many  portable  buildings  in  Boston 
without  lights? 

"  '5.  How  many  pupils  using  portable  buildings 
in  Ward  14,  and  the  ages  of  the  children,  and  the 
grades  they  are  in? 

"'6.  How  many  children  using  portable 
buildings  in  Boston,  their  average  age  and  grades?' 

"We  referred  your  communication  to  Mr. 
John  C.  Brodhead,  Assistant  Superintendent  of 
Schools,  who  has  made  a  careful  study  of  the 
situation,  considering  the  limited  time  at  his 
disposal,  and  submits  the  following: 

"'1.  In  Ward  14  there  are  ten  portables,  dis- 
tributed as  follows:  Quincy  E.  Dickerman  School- 
yard, 1;  Christopher  Gibson  Schoolyard,  4; 
Atherton  Schoolyard,  3;  Audubon  Schoolyard,  1; 
Roger  Wolcott  Schoolyard,  1. 

"'It  is  expected  that  within  a  reasonable  time, 
through  new  schoolhouse  construction,  all  of  these 
portables  will  be  discontinued. 

"  '2.  In  Ward  14  there  are  six  of  these  portables 
not  furnished  with  electric  lights.' " 

What  is  that  condition  in  a  city  like  Boston, 
known  as  the  educational  center  of  this  country, 


to  have  to  acknowledge  that  six  of  ten  portables  in 
one  ward  in  this  city  are  without  electric  lighting 
facilities!  That  might  be  very  well  if  we  were 
sitting  here  as  town  selectmen  of  a  town  with 
6,000  or  7,000  people,  but  we  have  the  school 
authorities  of  this  great  City  of  Boston,  spending 
over  $20,000,000  yearly  for  educational  purposes, 
making  this  confession.  Why,  it  is  criminal,  Mr. 
President,  for  a  group  such  as  the  Boston  School 
Committee,  having  charge  of  our  schoolhouse 
facilities,  to  have  to  report  that  in  one  ward  of  this 
city  six  out  of  ten  portables  are  without  electric 
lighting  facilities.  And  this  letter  gives  the 
location  of  them. 

In  answer  to  question  3,  the  letter  says: 
"The  total  number  of  portables  now  in  use  in 
the  city  is  153,  72  having  been  eliminated  since 
last   June.     Of    these   67"  —  almost   half  —  "are 
not  supplied  with  electric  lights." 

Mr.  President,  fancy  those  portables,  with  say 
twenty-nine  or  thirty  pupils  in  each,  without  light- 
ing facilities.     The  letter  goes  on: 

"In  many  of  these  instances,  owing  to  the  loca- 
tion of  the  building,  artificial  light  is  not  required." 
Mr.  President,  I  cannot  conceive  of  any  portable 
school  located  in  any  part  of  Boston,  in  any  school- 
yard, having  better  lighting  facilities  than  we  have 
in  this  very  room,  and  here  we  are  using  a  large 
number  of  75  or  100  watt  lights  to  help  us  to  con- 
duct the  business  of  the  city.  Certainly  none  of 
these  portable  schoolhouBes,  none  of  these  one- 
floor  snacks,  is  in  a  better  position  than  we  are, 
and  certainly  in  all  of  them  artificial  light  must 
be  required  for  at  least  some  of  the  time  during 
the  school  period. 

"4.     In  Ward  14  there  are  296  pupils  using  the 
transportables,  the  grades  and  ages  being  as  follows: 
"Special  class,  number  of  pupils,  17. 
"Grade  I,  number  of  pupils,  38,  average  age, 
five  and  one  half  years. 

"Grade  II,  number  of  pupils,  44,  average  age, 
six  and  one  half  years. 

"Grade  III,  number  of  pupils,  45,  average  age, 
seven  and  one  half  years. 

"Grade  IV,  number  of  pupils,  82,  average  age, 
nine  years. 

"Grade  V,  number  of  pupils,  70,  average  age, 
ten  years. 
"Total,  296." 

I  call  your  attention,  Mr.  President  and  gentle- 
men, to  the  fact  that  the  youngest  pupils  entering 
the  educational  system  of  Boston  are  housed  in 
these  portable  schoolhouses,  half  of  which  are  not 
equipped  with  electricity  for  lighting  purposes, 
and  none  of  them  equipped  with  any  lavatory  or 
sanitary  conditions. 

"In  addition,  there  are  two  of  the  ten  portables 
used  for  intermediate  school  shop  work  and  not 
as  home  rooms  or  for  recitation  purposes.  The 
ages  of  these  children  range  from  eleven  to  thirteen 
and  one  half  years." 

Those  are  the  portables  used  for  mechanical 
teaching,  with  which  I  am  familiar  and  which  I 
have  seen,  and  in  spite  of  the  fact  that  they  are 
so  used  they  are  not  equipped  with  electricity, 
although  it  must  seem  to  anybody  that  in  teaching 
plumbing  and  printing,  for  instance,  two  of  the 
most  exacting  mechanical  studies,  the  greatest 
possible  amount  of  lighting  facilities  are  required. 

"5.  The  total  number  of  children  using  one 
hundred  and  nineteen  portables  for  academic  or 
home  room  purposes  is  4,124." 

Almost  4  per  cent  ofthe  school  children  of  Boston 
being  housed  in  unsanitary,  unhealthy,  unlighted 
school  buildings. 

"They  are  distributed  by  grades  and  ages  as 
follows,  this  covering  the  entire  City  of  Boston. 

"Kindergarten,  thirty-six  pupils,  average  age, 
four  and  one  half  years. 

"Grade  I,  569,  five  and  one  half  years. 
"Grade  II,  632,  six  and  one  half  years. 
"Grade  III,  583,  seven  and  one  half  years. 
"Grade  IV,   835,  nine  years. 
"Grade  V,  508,  ten  years. 
"Grade  VI,  93,  eleven  years. 
"Grade  VII,  335,  twelve  and  one  half  years. 
"Grade  VIII,  121,  thirteen  and  one  half  years. 
"Grade  IX,  379,  fourteen  and  one  half  years. 
"High  School  pupils,  33." 

"There  are  in  addition  thirty-four  portables, 
used  as  follows: 

"Special  classes,  14;  sewing,  4;  boys'  shops,  10; 
music,  2;  nutrition,  1;  a  combined  lunch  and  as- 
sembly room,  34." 

Mr.  President,  with  the  amount  of  money  that 
the  School  Department  has  for  its  use,  it  is  my 
opinion — although  a  small  portion  of  the  pupils 
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are  so  housed  in  my  ward — that  a  city  which 
prides  itself  on  making  appropriations  for  play- 
ground purposes  should  at  least  make  appro- 
priations for  a  purpose  that  is  as  necessary  as 
anything  else,  and  that  is,  the  proper  care  of 
the  children  in  our  schools.  We  boast  and  hold 
up  our  heads  as  being  the  best  educational  city 
in  the  country.  Certainly,  with  over  4,000 
pupils  using  these  portable  schoolhouses,  none 
of  which  are  equipped  with  electricity,  we  have 
no  right  to  so  hold  up  our  heads.  I  take  issue 
with  Superintendent  Burke  when  he  says  that 
electricity  is  not  needed.  I  can  convince  any 
member  of  the  School  Committee,  or  anybody 
who  may  inquire,  that  children  have  been  dis- 
missed because  of  this  lack  and  because  there 
are  not  proper  heating  facilities  in  the  portable 
schoolhouses.  Children  have  been  compelled  to 
wear  their  overcoats  because  it  was  so  cold.  If 
I  were  a  school  teacher  I  would  refuse  to  teach  in 
a  building  where  such  conditions  prevail,  even  if  I 
lost  my  appointment  by  taking  that  position.  I 
believe  we  are  in  duty  bound  to  advise  the  School 
Committee  that  this  situation  should  be  changed. 
We  know  that  these  buildings  are  unhealthy,  that 
they  are  not  sanitary.  Mr.  President,  neither 
you  nor  I,  I  am  sure  that  none  of  the  members  of 
this  body,  would  tolerate  our  children  being  com- 
pelled to  run  across  a  schoolyard  to  get  to  a  main 
building  lavatory.  And  that  is  the  condition  with 
which  over  4,000  children  of  Boston  are  faced 
today.  I  ask  a  suspension  of  the  rule  and  the 
passage  of  my  order. 

The  order  was  passed  under  a  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


APPEARANCE  OF  COMMITTEE  ON  LEGIS- 
LATIVE  MATTERS. 

Coun.  BUSH  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Legislative 
Matters  be  authorized  to  appear  at  legislative 
hearings  on  bills  affecting  the  City  of  Boston,  and 
to  voice  the  opinion  of  the  Boston  City  Council 
relative  to  matters  affecting  the  city  in  which  the 
Council  may  be  interested,  and  to  report  periodi- 
cally to  the  Council  any  action  taken. 

Coun.  BUSH — Mr.  President,  a  very  large 
number  of  bills  have  been  filed  in  the  Legislature 
this  year,  for  this  session,  and  many  of  them  are 
matters  affecting  the  City  of  Boston,  matters  in 
which  members  of  the  Council  are  vitally  inter- 
ested. I  believe  it  would  be  advisable  for  the 
Committee  on  Legislative  Matters  to  follow  those 
bills  very  carefully,  to  appear  at  all  the  hearings 
before  committees  when  the  matters  are  taken  up, 
and  to  report  here  whatever  action  is  taken  on  the 
bills  affecting  the  city  and  it3  inhabitants, 
periodically. 

Coun.  WILSON — Mr.  President,  with  reference 
to  this  particular  order,  I  want  not  only  to  vote  in 
favor  of  it,  but  to  urge  its  adoption,  because  I  read 
the  other  day  that  once  more  the  attitude  of  the 
Boston  City  Council  was  misquoted  at  a  hearing  on 
the  bills  dealing  with  the  Centre  street  widening. 
In  other  words,  we  are  confronted  with  the  old 
situation,  where  members  of  the  Council  are  asked 
to  vote  in  favor  of  legislation  as  a  routing  matter, 
not  on  the  merits,  and  then  after  we  have  so  voted 
our  position  is  foreclosed  in  advance  by  the  state- 
ment that  we  voted  in  favor  of  the  particular 
legislation.  Personally,  I  am  unable  to  see  how 
we  could  be  quoted  as  being  unanimously  in  favor 
of  any  Centre  street  project,  in  view  of  the  fact  . 
that  four  separate  Centre  street  plans  were  ad- 
vanced, different  plans  with  which  people  of  the 
district  themselves  have  been  struggling. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


WARD    12   IMPROVEMENTS. 

Coun.  BUSH  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the 
Mayor,  to  install  a  sufficient  number  of  electric 
arc  lamps  on  St.  James  street,  Ward  12. 

Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor, 
to  repave  Ruthven  street,  Ward  12,  with  smooth 
paving. 

Ordered,    That    the    Commissioner    of    Public 


Works  be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor, 
to  repave  with  smooth  paving  Abbotsford  street. 
Ward  12. 

Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor, 
to  repave  Waumbeck  street,  Ward  12,  with  smooth 
paving. 

Severally  passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


PROPOSED  RELOCATION  OF  FIRE  UNITS. 
Coun.  FITZGERALD  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  direct  the 
Fire  Commissioner  to  report  upon  the  advisability 
of  relocating  Engine  6  in   its  former  quarters  on 
Leverett  street  and  to  relocate  Ladder  24  in  its 
former  quarters  on  North  Grove  street. 
Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


FRANCHISE    OF    UNION    FREIGHT    RAIL- 
ROAD  COMPANY. 

Coun.  GREEN  and  FITZGERALD  offered 
the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Corporation  Counsel  be 
requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  fur- 
nish the  City  Council  with  information  relative 
to  the  franchise  of  the  Union  Freight  Railroad 
Company,  the  length  of  time  it  has  to  run,  the 
hours  in  which  their  cars  are  allowed  to  use  At- 
lantic avenue  and  Causeway  street,  whether  or 
not  any  limit  has  been  placed  on  the  number  of 
cars  to  be  hauled  through  said  streets  at  any  one 
time,  etc. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


PAYMENTS  TO  SOLDIERS'   RELIEF  COM- 
MISSIONER. 
Coun.  NORTON"  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  until  otherwise  ordered,  the  City 
Auditor  be  authorized  to  allow  for  payment  to  the 
Soldiers'    Relief    Commissioner    such    sums,    not 
exceeding  five  thousand  dollars  in  each  week,  as 
the  said  City  Auditor  in  his  discretion  may  deter- 
mine to  be  required;  the  sums  so  allowed  to  be 
expended,   subject  to  the  approval   of   the  chair- 
man of  the  Committee  on  Soldiers'  Relief,  or  in 
his  absence  by  any   other  member  of  said   com- 
mittee, by  the  said  commissioner  in  affording  im- 
mediate  relief   to   persons   entitled    to   aid   under 
chapter    115    of    the   General    Laws    and   acts    in 
amendment  thereof  and  in  addition  thereto;  said 
sum  to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for  Soldiers' 
Relief. 
Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


INFORMATION  FROM  SOLDIERS'  RELIEF 
COMMISSIONER. 

Coun.  NORTON  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Soldiers'  Relief  Commis- 
sioner, through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  report  on 
the  procedure  he  follows  relating  to  cases  where 
children  of  widows  of  veterans  take  sick  during 
the  night  hours,  a  doctor  is  called,  and  the  Soldiers' 
Relief  Department  asked  to  pay  the  medical 
charges. 

Coun.  NORTON— Mr.-  President,  the  reason 
for  the  introduction  of  that  order  is  this:  The 
widow  of  a  veteran,  who  was  left  with  four  children, 
was  forced  to  call  a  doctor  during  the  night  hours 
a  short  time  ago,  due  to  sickness  of  one  of  the  chil- 
dren. She  informed  me  that  she  was  remonstrated 
with  subsequently  by  officers  in  the  Soldiers' 
Relief  Department  for  calling  a  doctor,  they 
%vanted  to  know  what  right  she  had  to  call  a  doctor 
without  authority.  I  think  we  should  understand 
in  those  cases  just  what  procedure  the  Soldiers' 
Relief  Commissioner  follows  in  authorizing  the 
calling  of  a  doctor,  where  the  widow  of  a  veteran 
and  the  veteran's  children  are  involved. 

The  order  was  passed  under  a  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


JANUARY    26,    1931. 
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DISCONTINUANCE  OF  VETERANS' RELIEF. 

Coun.  NORTON  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Soldiers'  Relief  Commis- 
sioner, through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  report  on 
the  procedure  he  follows  relating  to  the  cases  of 
veterans  whose  names  have,  for  some  reason  or 
other,  been  stricken  from  his  rolls. 

Coun.  NORTON — Mr.  President,  a  number  of 
veterans  in  my  ward  have  complained  that  under 
various  circumstances  their  names  have  been 
taken  from  the  veterans'  roll  here  at  City  Hall.  1 
understand  that  last  Saturday  one  was  involved 
with  the  Overseers  of  the  Public  Welfare.  It 
seems  that  he  had  a  job  in  New  York.  His  family 
and  children  were  here.  Due  to  the  fact  that  he 
had  a  position  that  was  not  sufficiently  lucrative 
for  him  to  maintain  his  wife  and  children,  he  came 
back  to  Boston.  The  facts  as  reported  to  me  are 
that,  because  of  his  giving  up  his  job  in  New  York 
and  coming  to  Boston,  he  was  not  put  back  on  the 
roll  of  the  Soldiers'  Relief  Department,  but  was 
placed  under  the  Overseers  of  Public  Welfare.  It 
seems  that  there  is  a  sort  of  fine  distinction  drawn 
of  late  in  the  Soldiers'  Relief  Department  as  to  who 
shall  or  shall  not  receive  compensation.  In  some 
cases,  where  a  man  has  been  arrested  for  intoxica- 
tion, he  has  been  stricken  from  the  roll.  I  am 
perfectly  willing  to  penalize  a  man  who  becomes 
intoxicated  and  violates  the  rules  of  the  depart- 
ment. But  there  is  a  limit  to  that.  I  don't 
believe,  for  instance,  that  a  man  who  might  be 
arrested  two  years  ago  because  of  what  he  did  in 
an  American  Legion  Convention  should  be  taken 
off  the  roll  and  left  off.  I  would  like  to  have  the 
Soldiers'  Relief  Commissioner  tell  us  just  what  his 
procedure  is  and  how  long  he  expects  to  keep  men 
off  the  roll  under  certain  circumstances,  and  what 
is  meant  when  a  man  is  taken  off  the  roll  in  that 
department  and  placed,  for  example,  on  the  Public 
Welfare  roll.  Of  course,  the  money  in  both  cases 
comes  from  the  same  source.  There  does  not 
seem  to  be  much  sense  in  having  this  constant 
rivalry  and  red  tape,  therefore.  It  would  seem 
that  a  veteran,  under  such  circumstances,  like 
almost  any  other  human  being,  should,  after  a 
reasonable  time,  be  allowed  back  on  the  roll  again. 
I  would  simply  refer  again  to  the  case  of  the  man 
who  left  a  $20  job  in  New  York  and  come  back  to 
his  family  in  Boston,  and  who  was  penalized 
because  he  did  so,  and  was  not  able  to  obtain  a 
position  here. 

The  order  was  passed  under  a  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


TRAFFIC  SIGNAL,  HYDE  PARK  AVENUE. 

Coun.  NORTON  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,    That   a    traffic   signal   system   be   in- 
stalled at  the  corner  of  Hyde  Park  avenue  and 
Father  John  Cummins  Highway. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


HIGH   SCHOOL   IN   WEST   ROXBURY. 

Coun.  COX  offered  the  following: 

Resolved,  That  the  Boston  City  Council  favors 
the  enactment  of  legislation  authorizing  the  City 
of  Boston  to  borrow  outside  the  debt  limit  for  the 
purpose  of  constructing  a  high  school  in  the  West 
Roxbury  or  Roslindale  district. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


WIDTH   OF   EAST  BOSTON   TUNNEL. 

Coun.  WILSON — Mr.  President,  before  intro- 
ducing some  orders  I  have  here  I  would  like  to 
make  a  brief  statement,  particularly  with  reference 
to  the  recent  reported  letting  out  of  bids  for  the 
first  section  of  the  East  Boston  Tunnel.  I  merely 
rise  at  this  time  to  perhaps  caution  the  councilor 
who  is  most  vitally  interested,  the  councilor 
from  East  Boston  (Coun.  Donovan),  to  verify 
the  report  of  the  width  of  the  tunnel.  Having 
in  mind  that  the  hearing  before  a  committee  of 
this  body  as  far  back  as  June  of  two  years  ago, 
we  were  assured  by  the  Transit  Department  and 
other  experts  that  the  East  Boston  Tunnel  would 
be  wide  enough  to  assure  the  passage  of  at  least 
three  lanes  of  vehicles,  I  think  it  would  be  well 
to  look  into  the  question  of  what  the  width  is  now 
proposed  to  be.  The  first  proposition  at  that 
time  was  that  the  width  of  the  tunnel  should  be 
20  feet.     It  was  then  urged  by  members  of  this 


body,  after  hearing  from  experts,  that  the  width 
of  this  East  Boston  Tunnel,  involving  an  expendi- 
ture of  $16,000,000,  should  be  not  20  feet,  but 
somewhere  nearer  22  feet,  in  order  to  allow  for 
the  passage  of  three  lanes  of  traffic.  I  feel  that 
it  would  now  be  well,  having  that  in  mind,  to  see 
what  the  proposed  width  is  to  be.  If  the  news- 
paper reports  are  correct,  the  proposed  width  is 
to  be  21  feet  and  6  inches,  and  I  think  it  must 
interest  the  East  Boston  councilor  and  the  people 
of  East  Boston  to  see  that  that  is  verified,  to  see 
that  it  at  least  comes  as  near  as  that  to  the  22  feet 
rather  than  being  20  feet,  because,  of  course,  the 
width  once  established  cannot  be  increased  under 
any  circumstances.  So,  though  .  I  am  gratified 
at  the  prospect  of  immediately  starting  this  work, 
the  fact  still  stands  out  in  my  mind,  having  in 
view  the  statement  made  to  us  on  a  previous 
occasion  that  the  plans  could  not  be  changed, 
that  it  is  well  to  make  sure  of  these  matters.  So 
it  might  be  well  to  make  sure  that  the  proposed 
tunnel  is  to  be  at  least  the  additional  foot  and 
one-half  wider  than  was  at  one  time  proposed. 


COMMITTEE   ON   CONFIRMATION   OF 
CONSTABLES. 

Coun.  WILSON  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  a  special  committee  of  three  be 
appointed  to  consider  and  report  on  the  confirma- 
tion of  constables  appointed  during  the  present 
calendar  year. 

The  order  was  passed  and  President  McGRATH 
named  Coun.  Wilson,  Lynch  and  Mahoney  said 
committee. 


PLAYGROUND,  WARD  17. 
Coun.  WILSON  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Corporation  Counsel,  through 
his  Honor  the  Mayor,  be,  and  he  hereby  is,  re- 
spectfully requested,  in  the  name  and  behalf  of 
the  city,  to  file  with  the  Massachusetts  Legislature, 
if  necessary  or  advisable,  a  bill  permitting  the 
School  Committee  to  transfer  to  the  Park  Depart- 
ment certain  land  on  Dunbar  avenue,  Dorchester, 
for  playground  purposes. 

Coun.  WILSON— Mr.  President,  I  will  try  to 
make  it  very  short.  I  only  wish  to  point  out  that  I 
heard  read  with  some  interest  the  various  play- 
ground projects  for  the  various  wards  of  the  city 
and  I  am  interested,  perhaps  somewhat  selfishly, 
in  the  status  of  the  first  playground  in  the  ward  I 
represent.  Arrangements  were  to  be  made  for  a 
playground  of  something  in  excess  of  100,000  square 
feet,  but  on  November  13  the  present  Mayor  made 
the  splendid  suggestion  that,  while  the  city  was 
about  it,  it  might  as  well  join  witli  that  100,000 
or  108,000  square  feet  the  existing  available  land 
in  the  rear  of  the  Dorchester  High  School  for  Boys, 
then  expending  on  the  combined  lands  not  less 
than  $100,000  for  the  construction  of  proper  play- 
ground bleachers  and  other  facilities  to  which  the 
people  in  that  particular  district  are  entitled.  We 
have  had  some  hopes  along  that  line  since  Novem- 
ber 13  until  the  present  month,  but  I  now  learn  or 
am  informed  that,  through  some  technicality,  help 
will  possibly  be  necessary  in  the  way  of  legislation 
for  the  transfer  of  the  vacant  land  in  the  rear  of  the 
Dorchester  High  School  for  Boys  to  the  Park 
Department.  It  is  difficult  for  me  to  believe  that 
such  a  technicality  is  insuperable;  it  is  hard  to 
believe  that  land  obviously  purchased  not  to  build 
a  school  building  on — because  the  school  build- 
ing is  there — but  purchased  for  a  playground  for 
school  children,  cannot  without  an  act  of  the  Leg- 
islature be  transferred  from  one  arm  of  the  city 
government  spending  the  taxpayers'  money  to 
another  arm  of  the  city  government  spending  the 
same  taxpayers'  money,  where  in  both  cases  the 
aim  is  to  obtain  playground  facilities.  I  still  hope 
and  trust  that  they  will  iron  out  the  difficulties 
between  themselves  and  make  possible  the  addition 
of  this  school  to  the  Park  Department  land.  But 
if  it  cannot  be  worked  out  I  suggest  the  passage  of 
this  order,  the  Corporation  Counsel  introducing 
the  necessary  petition  and  bill  through  his  Honor 
the  Mayor.  While  the  time  for  the  filing  of  legis- 
lation has  passed,  such  a  petition  and  bill  could,  of 
course,  be  introduced  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 
That  will  perhaps  insure  quick  action  in  carrying 
out  the  idea  and  in  building  the  playground,  not 
letting  the  thing  hang  along  for  another  month  or 
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two  or  three  months  without  anything  being  done. 
I  trust  that  what  is  in  its  nature  only  a  routine 
matter,  to  my  mind,  may  be  ironed  out. 

The  order  was  passed  under  a  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


PREFERENTIAL  EMPLOYMENT   OF 
CITIZENS  WITH  DEPENDENTS. 

Coun.  WILSON  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  re- 
quested to  urge  favorable  action  by  the  Legisla- 
ture with  reference  to  such  legislation  as  may  not 
necessarily  set  aside  all  civil  service  rules,  but 
which  will  permit  preferential  employment  from 
any  civil  service  lists  of  citizens  having  two  or  more 
dependents  on  emergency  construction  work  or 
such  work  as  may  be  specially  authorized  by  the 
Commonwealth  or  the  City  of  Boston  as  emergency 
measures  to  relieve  unemployment. 

Coun.  WILSON — Mr.  President,  I  introduce 
that  order  at  this  time  in  the  light  of  newspaper 
reports  of  a  hearing  which  was  held  last  week  and 
as  to  which  I  am  not  perhaps  wholly  informed. 
As  I  understand,  however,  the  Governor  and 
Council  were  urged  to  favor  such  legislation  as 
would  to  all  intents  and  purposes  wipe  out  the 
civil  service  list,  allowing  the  employment  on 
emergency  matters  of  men  with  dependents.  I 
understand  that  there  was  strong  pressure  for 
the  wiping  out  under  such  circumstances  of  civil 
service  rules.  It  seems  to  me,  however,  that  there 
might  be  a  happy  medium  arrived  at,  that  the 
civil  service  rules  need  not  be  entirely  wiped  out 
until  further  notice,  but  that  in  emergency  matters 
they  can  take  the  existing  civil  service  labor,  and 
the  men  on  the  list,  and  give  those  men  having 
wives  and  young  children  to  support  preference  in 
emergency  matters  only.  I  realize  that  to  that 
extent  there  will  be  some  conflict  with  the  veterans' 
preference.  I  cannot,  however,  imagine  the  aver- 
age single  veteran  in  these  times  of  unemployment 
for  one  moment  objecting  to  the  employment  in 
emergency  measures  of  a  man  with  a  wife  and 
four  or  five  children,  over  himself.  I  don't  be- 
lieve that  any  such  objection  would  be  raised  by 
any  single  veteran.  I  do  not  believe  the  civil 
service  rules  should  be  wiped  out,  but  I  think 
there  is  a  happy  medium  and  that  they  can  take 
men  with  dependents  from  the  existing  civil 
service  list. 

Coun.  NORTON— Mr.  President,  I  have  within 
the  last  few  months  had  considerable  to  say  on 
civil  service  matters.  I  believe  like  the  previous 
speaker,  that  the  single  veteran  in  these  times  of 
depression  would  gladly  give  way  on  these  emer- 
gency matters  so  as  to  give  the  man  with  a  family 
a  reasonable  break.  I  am  one  of  those  who  be- 
lieve that  the  veteran  is  entitled  to  a  reasonable 
preference,  but  when  it  comes  to  the  single  veteran, 
in  the  times  through  which  we  are  now  passing, 
I  believe  he  would  not  object  to  preference  being 
given  for  the  time  being  to  a  married  man  with  a 
family.  Where  a  veteran  is  single  or  has  no  de- 
pendents, I  do  not  believe  he  would  assert  his 
rights  against  another  man  with  five  or  six  children. 
I  say,  as  a  veteran,  that  I  am  with  the  man  with 
the  children.  There  is  nothing  more  distressing 
in  these  hard  times  than  to  step  into  a  home  in 
cold  weather  and  be  confronted  by  misery  and 
want,  a  family  without  food,  without  coal,  and 
with  poor  little  cold  and  hungry  children  without 
proper  clothing.  We  have  all  observed  the 
terrible  effects  of  cold  and  malnutrition,  the  break- 
ing down  of  the  natural  resistance,  with  resulting 
pneumonia,  such  as  has  recently  been  sweeping 
all  over  the  city.  Those  are  the  heartbreaking 
things  that  we  see  in  my  ward,  in  the  ward  of 
the  gentleman  from  Dorchester,  and  in  the  other 
wards  of  this  city,  and  I  believe  that  the  single 
veteran  at  this  time,  a  man  with  no  dependents, 
will  be  strongly  for  the  man  who  was  not  taken 
into  the  service,  because  of  having  to  support  a 
family,  being  given  the  preference  for  the  time 
being  over  himself.  I  asked  his  Honor  the  Mayor 
of  Boston  to  hold  up  all  appointments  to  these 
jobs  until  the  new  civil  service  rules  might  go 
into  effect,  and  he  did  hold  the  thing  up  for  a 
considerable  period,  perhaps  as  long  as  he  could. 
Certainly  on  emergency  work,  under  such  cir- 
cumstances, preference  should  be  given  to  men 
with  children.  I  am,  therefore,  heartily  in  favor 
of  the  order  introduced  by  the  councilor  from 
Dorchester. 

Coun.  BUSH — Mr.  President,  I,  too,  am 
heartily  in  accord  with  the  order  introduced  by 


the  councilor  from  Dorchester.  As  a  veteran 
myself,  I  feel  that  in  times  of  stress  like  the  present 
the  rules  of  red  tape  might  well  be  cut,  so  that 
non-veterans  with  large  families  may  be  given 
preference  over  the  single  veterans. 

Coun.  CURTIS— Mr.  President,  may  I  also 
record  myself  as  heartily  in  accord  with  what  the 
previous  speakers  have  said? 

Coun.  NORTON— Mr.  President,  it  has  cer- 
tainly been  an  inspiring  thing  here  today  to  see 
the  position  taken  by  our  last  two  colleagues  who 
have  spoken  here.  Both  of  those  men  fought  in 
the  late  war  and,  while  they  got  away  with  their 
lives,  were  maimed  for  life.  I  am  certainly 
pleased  to  hear  what  they  have  to  add,  and  I  trust 
that  the  order  introduced  by  our  colleague  from 
Dorchester  will  be  passed. 

The  order  was  passed  under  a  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


ORDINANCE   IN   RE   CONSTABLES. 

Coun.  WILSON  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be,  and  he 
hereby  is,  requested  to  instruct  the  Corporation 
Counsel  to  prepare  such  a  city  ordinance  as  will 
require  annually  of  all  constables  filing  application 
for  appointment  to  serve  as  constables  empowered 
to  serve  civil  process  under  bond,  a  license  fee  of 
fifty  dollars,  payable  to  the  proper  city  department. 
Coun.  WILSON — Mr.  President,  I  do  not 
urge  the  passage  of  this  particular  order  at  this 
particular  time  if  any  member  requests  or  if  the 
Chair  suggests  that  it  be  sent  to  the  Committee 
on  Ordinances,  but  1  do  think  it  important  that 
some  such  action  should  be  taken.  For  some 
time  we  in  this  body  have  been  checking  up  on 
constables.  There  has  been  a  serious  attempt 
to  eliminate  unnecessary  constables  in  the  City 
of  Boston,  and  for  some  years  good  work  along 
that  line  has  been  going  on.  I  really  feel  that 
progress  has  been  made,  that  we  have  not  only 
cut  down  the  number  but  have  gradually  improved 
the  character  of  the  constables  who,  vested  with 
the  authority  of  their  office,  have  been  going 
into  the  homes  and  stores  of  the  City  of  Boston. 
I  feel  that  a  real  improvement  can  be  effected 
along  the  line  here  suggested,  by  having  the 
constables  who  are  really  engaged  in  the  legitimate 
business  of  constables  file  some  definite  fee  when 
they  are  appointed.  Every  year  we  have  scores 
of  prospective  constables  filing  applications,  with 
perhaps  the  hope  that  they  will  slide  into  some 
city  job.  I  think  a  large  number  of  these  applica- 
tions can  be  eliminated.  1  do  not  ask  that  those 
who  are  assured  of  city  employment  file  any  such 
fee,  and  in  such  cases  the  bond  question  takes 
care  of  itself.  There  is  a  responsibility  in  the 
matter  of  city  constables  which  is  provided  for 
by  the  law  at  present.  But  I  do  feel  and  urge 
the  importance  of  some  modest  fee  being  paid 
by  these  people  who  desire  to  be  appointed  as 
constables,  men  who  go  through  the  Mayor's 
office  and  the  Law  Department  and  who  are  then 
investigated  by  this  body  and  sent  out  on  the 
streets  of  Boston  invested  with  legal  authority 
to  serve  process,  and  I  believe  that  the  require- 
ment of  such  a  fee  will  cut  down  the  list  materially. 
I  cannot  speak  too  highly  of  scores  of  the  con- 
stables of  the  City  of  Boston,  reputable  men, 
well  qualified  to  serve  civil  process,  and  I  feel 
that  they  would  favor  such  legislation. 

Coun.  BUSH — Mr.  President,  do  1  understand 
that  the  gentlemen's  order  fixes  a  fee  of  S50? 

Coun.  WILSON — The  order  provides  that 
when  a  constable  files  an  application  he  shall  file 
with  his  application  for  appointment  a  fee  of  S50. 
Coun.  BUSH — Mr.  President,  while  I  am  very 
often  in  accord  and  agreement  with  the  orders 
introduced  by  my  colleague  from  Dorchester,  1 
feel  that  at  the  present  time  I  must  oppose  the 
order  he  has  just  introduced.  This  order  provides 
that  an  applicant  for  the  position  of  constable 
in  the  City  of  Boston,  when  he  is  not  employed 
by  the  city  but  is  merely  to  receive  such  business 
as  he  can  solicit  from  various  sources,  must  have 
imposed  upon  him  this  burden  of  an  accompanying 
check  for  §50.  That  seems  to  me  outrageous. 
If  the  fee  were  a  nominal  one,  say  S5,  I  might  be 
in  accord  with  it,  but  to  impose  such  a  fee  in  the 
ordinary  case  would  be,  in  my  estimation,  out 
of  the  question.  The  functions  of  a  constable 
are  not  so  involved  and  do  not  require  such  an 
intimate  knowledge  of  the  law  that  a  man  cannot 
learn  them  very  shortly.    We  all  of  us,  in  taking 
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positions  of  various  kinds,  at  first  do  not  know 
much  about  the  positions.  1  venture  to  say  that 
most  of  us  when  we  first  came  into  the  Council 
were  as  green  as  grass  and  only  gradually  acquired 
a  knowledge  of  municipal  affairs  and  municipal 
finance  while  holding  the  position.  But  it  seems 
to  me  it  would  be  going  just  a  little  bit  too  far 
to  force  a  man  to  pay  a  fee  of  $50  for  the  privilege 
of  soliciting  the  business  of  serving  writs  and 
summonses  for  attorneys  in  civil  suits,  because 
the  maximum  amount  that  a  constable  can  receive 
for  such  service  is  in  the  vicinity  of  $2,  and  in 
case  of  attachment  a  little  more.  To  compel  him 
to  pay  such  a  large  sum  for  that  privilege  means 
practically  confiscation  of  his  property  and  the 
taking  away  of  his  rights. 

The  order  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Ordinances. 


SPECIAL  ADVISORY   COMMITTEE. 

Coun.  GREEN  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  President  of  the  Boston  City 
Council  be  requested  to  appoint  a  special  com- 
mittee of  five  members  of  the  Council  who  are 
also  members  of  the  Massachusetts  Bar  to  advise 
the  Council  in  all  legal  matters  that  may  come 
before  it  during  the  present  year,  this  committee 
to  be  known  as  an  advisory  committee. 
Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Rules. 


PROPOSED     WARD     10     IMPROVEMENTS. 

Coun.  POWER  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor, 
to  repave  with  smooth  pavement  Bynner  street, 
from  South  Huntington  avenue  to  Creighton 
street,  Ward  10. 

Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor, 
to  repave  with  smooth  pavement  Worthington 
street,  from  Huntington  avenue  to  Tremont 
street,  Ward  10. 

Passed  under  suspension  oi  the  rule. 


REINSTATEMENT     OF     THOMAS     WOOD- 
FORD. 

Coun.  KELLY  offered  the  following: 
Resolved,  That  the  Boston  City  Council  favors 
the  enactment  of  legislation  authorizing  the  rein- 
statement of  Thomas  Woodford  as  a  member  of 
the  Boston  Police  Department. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


REINSTATEMENT    OF    WILLIAM    HA^ES. 

Coun.  KELLY  offered  the  following: 
Resolved,  That  the  Boston  City  Council  favors 
the  enactment  of  legislation  authorizing  the  rein- 
statement of  William  Hayes  as  a  member  of  the 
Boston  Police  Department. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


GATES  AT  ADAMS   STREET. 

Coun.  KELLY  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Park  Commission  be  re- 
quested, through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  erect 
gates  at  each  of  the  four  entrances  to  Adams 
street  from  Ronan  Park,  Ward  15,  in  order  to 
eliminate  further  accidents  to  little  children 
coasting  on  said  park  into  Adams  street. 

Coun.  KELLY — I  introduce  this  order  due  to 
a  death  that  occurred  to  a  child  coasting  down 
the  incline  from  Ronan  Park  to  Adams  street, 
a  few  days  ago.  I  believed  if  gates  are  erected  to 
the  four  entrances  to  Adams  street  it  will  avoid 
accidents  which  occur  not  only  in  the  winter  but 
in  the  summer  when  children  take  their  carts  and 
go  down  the  incline  into  Adams  street — which, 
of  course,  is  a  very  busy  thoroughfare  for  autos 
going  to  and  coming  from  the  Cape.  The  child 
killed  was  a  resident  of  Greenwich  street,  a  child 
of  tender  years,  coasting  down  the  incline  from 
Ronan  Park.  It  is  such  accidents  that  have  made 
me  push  this  issue.     I   trust   that  the  Park  Com- 


mission will  quickly  install  gates  at  the  four  en- 
trances, and  people  who  wish  to  get  into  the  park 
can  easily  pass  through  the  different  gates.  Cer- 
tainly something  should  be  done  to  prevent  such 
fatalities  and  in  the  interest  of  safety  in  the  future. 
I  move  a  suspension  of  the  rule  and  the  passage 
of  the  order. 

The  order  was  passed  under  a  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


PROPOSED   WARD    16   IMPROVEMENTS. 

Coun.  FISH  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor, 
to  repave  with  smooth  pavement  Welles  avenue, 
from  Talbot  avenue  to  Dorchester  avenue.  Ward 
16. 

Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor, 
to  repave  with  smooth  pavement  King  street 
Ward  16. 

Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor, 
to  repave  with  smooth  pavement  Parkman  street, 
from  Dorchester  avenue  to  Adams  street,  Ward  16. 

Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor, 
to  repave  with  smooth  pavement  Minot  street, 
from  Adams  street  to  Neponset  avenue,  Ward  16. 

Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor, 
to  repave  with  smooth  pavement  Ashmont  street, 
from  Peabody  square  to  Adams  street,  Ward  16. 

Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works,  be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor, 
to  repave  with  smooth  pavement  Train  street, 
from  Ashmont  street  to  Victory  road,  Ward  16. 

Severally  passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


LIGHTS  ON  HYDE  PARK  STREETS. 
Coun.  NORTON  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor, 
to  replace  the  present  lights  on  Hyde  Park  avenue, 
from  Neponset  avenue  to  the  Readville  Race 
Track,  and  on  Washington  street,  from  Poplar 
street  to  the  Stony  Brook  Reservation,  with 
modern  boulevard  type  lights. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


WARD    14   IMPROVEMENTS. 

Coun.  RUBY  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,    That    the    Commissioner    of    Public 
Works  be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor, 
to  repave  Erie,  Greenwood  and  Rosseter  streets', 
Ward  14,  during  the  present  year. 

Ordered,  That  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  the 
Boston  Public  Library  be  requested,  through  his 
Honor  the  Mayor,  to  establish  a  branch  library 
in  the  Franklin  Park  section  of  Ward  14. 

Severally  passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


INFORMATION   ABOUT   COUNTY 
ACCOUNT   HEARINGS. 

Coun.  WILSON— Mr.  President,  I  rise  to  a 
point  of  information.  If  I  recollect  correctly  the 
order  introduced  by  Councilor  Kelly  of  'Dor- 
chester for  a  public  hearing  on  the  proposed  new 
county  lineup  was  passed  in  this  body' 

President  McG RATH— Referred  to  the  Execu- 
tive Committee,  and  at  the  request  of  the  councilor 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  County  Ac- 
counts, and  all  county  department  heads  are 
being  given  a  hearing. 

Coun.  WILSON— Mr.  President,  we  quite 
properly,  on  motion  of  Councilor  Bush  of  Rox- 
bury,  passed  an  order  to  keep  in  touch  with  what 
is  going  on  up  on  the  Hill,  but  these  things,  like 
charity,  should  begin  at  home.  I  don't  believe 
any  member  of  the  City  Council  knows  what 
progress  is  being  made  in  this  particular  matter 
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involved  in  the  budget  plan.  Under  the  law,  as 
I  understand,  the  members  of  this  body  as  County 
Commissioners  either  pass  or  increase  the  amounts, 
but  that  once  having  been  done,  to  all  intents  and 
purposes  there  is  nothing  further  to  be  done  by 
us.  Do  I  understand  that  all  members  of  the 
City  Council  are  being  advised  of  the  hours  of 
these  hearings? 

Coun.  FITZGERALD— Mr.  President,  I  don't 
know  whether  every  member  of  the  Council  was 
advised  of  the  start  of  these  hearings  last  Thurs- 
day, but  we  had  the  official  stenographer  there, 
and  I  suppose  the  Clerk  of  Committees  notified 
the  members  of  the  Council.  I  know  that  quite 
a  number  of  them  were  here  last  Thursday,  per- 
haps a  dozen  or  fifteen. 

Coun.  WILSON— Mr.  President,  I  make  no 
criticism  of  the  chairman  of  the  committee,  who 
has  a  tough  enough  job  as  it  is,  but  I  urge  every 
member  of  the  City  Council,  twenty-two  members, 
to  attend  those  budget  committee  hearings  and 
to  become  familiar  with  the  county  set-up  and 
with  the  statements  of  the  witnesses  before  the 
committee.  I  have  partly  in  mind  the  request 
to  the  Budget  Commissioner  to  report  on  the 
rates  of  wages,  the  existing  schedules,  and  so  on, 
for  purposes  of  comparison. 

Coun.  FITZGERALD— Of  course,  this  whole 
thing  is  a  complicated  affair,  Mr.  President,  and 
study  of  it  was  started  two  or  three  months 
before  the  year  finished.  We  are  considering  the 
rights  of  every  employee  and  are  going  at  it  in  a 
slow  way  so  that  everybody  will  be  completely 
satisfied.  I  think  the  Council  will  find  that  they 
have  considerable  power  to  increase,  decrease  or 
modify,  and  we  propose  to  go  at  it,  getting  all  the 
information  available  from  the  Budget  Commis- 
sioner, and  consider  the  position  of  all  the  different 
individuals.  To  get  the  whole  thing  straightened 
out  and  classified  is  going  to  be  quite  a  proposi- 
tion. After  we  get  through,  we  will  have  the 
information  pretty  well  in  our  possession. 

Coun.  WILSON — Mr.  President,  do  I  under- 
stand that  the  committee  are  taking  up  the 
different  departments  by  themselves  or  that  they 
are  taking  up  the  information  furnished  by  the 
Budget  Commissioner  and  others  and  endeavor- 
ing to  find  out  whether  there  is  a  distinction,  say, 
between  municipal  court  and  other  court  officers 
at  Pemberton  square?  Are  the  municipal  court 
officers  left  out  of  the  provisions  of  this?  If  I 
read  the  thing  correctly,  everybody  but  judges 
should  be  included  in  the  set-up.  Are  they  tak- 
ing up  the  thing  from  an  individual  standpoint 
or  just  hearing  the  department  headB? 

Coun.  FITZGERALD— We  are  bringing  in  all 
individuals  and  are  going  into  the  thing  thoroughly, 
not  hearing  the  statement  of  the  heads  of  depart- 
ments alone.  What  the  councilor  has  said  about 
the  law  court  officials  was  right.  Mr.  Howard 
was  here  representing  the  law  court  officials  and 
left  a  document  in  regard  to  the  matter.  The 
committee  voted  not  to  bring  in  heads  of  depart- 


ments alone,  but  individuals  or  somebody  repre- 
senting the  individual  groups.  Mr.  Howard 
spoke  and  Mr.  Fitzgerald  and  Mr.  Campbell 
spoke. 

President  McG RATH— The  Chair  would  suggest 
that  this  is  a  matter  that  might  well  be  taken  up 
outside  of  the  Council  meeting. 

Coun.  WILSON— Yes,  Mr.  President,  I  simply 
thought  I  would  like  to  know  the  procedure. 

President  McGRATH— The  Chair  would  rule 
that  the  matter  has  been  referred  to  the  committee, 
and  I  think  the  proper  way  to  take  up  this  ques- 
tion is  with  the  chairman  of  the  committee,  until 
such  time  as  they  render  a  report  to  the  full  body. 

Coun.  FITZGERALD— Mr.  President,  in  order 
that  every  member  of  the  Council  may  be  accu- 
rately informed  about  the  matter,  let  me  say  that 
every  member  of  the  Council  will  have  information 
and  that  all  the  county  employees  will  be  called 
before  the  committee,  and  it  may  take  two  or 
three  months  to  complete  it.  It  took  the  Legis- 
lature a  whole  year.  It  will  not  be  settled  in  two 
or  three  hearings.  It  will  be  a  long-drawn-out 
affair,  and  members  of  the  Council  will  be  notified 
of  all  future  meetings  of  the  committee.  Does 
that  satisfy  you? 

Coun.  WILSON— Yes,  Mr.  President. 


CONFIRMATION   OF   EXECUTIVE 
APPOINTMENTS. 

President  McGRATH  called  up,  under  unfinished 
business,  No.  1  on  the  calendar,  viz.: 

1.  Action  on  appointment  submitted  by  the 
Mayor  January  19,  1931,  of  Walter  M.  Cotting, 
to  be  a  Weigher  of  Coal. 

Coun.  WILSON  also  called  up,  under  unfinished 
business,  the  name  of  Hyman  Fryhon,  in  No.  3 
on  the  calendar,  appointed  as  a  Constable. 

The  question  came  on  confirmation  of  the 
above  appointments. 

'  Coun.  ENGLERT— Mr.  President,  I  would  like 
to  take  up  from  No.  3  on  the  calendar  the  name  of 
Cornelius  J.  Monahan.  appointed  as  Constable. 

President  McGRATH — Has  he  filed  proper 
answers  to  the  questionnaire? 

Coun.  WILSON — I  cannot  Bay,  Mr.  President. 

President  McGRATH— Does  Councilor  Englert 
know? 

Coun.  ENGLERT— I  don't  know. 

President  McGRATH— Then,  we  will  take  up 
the  other  two  names,  that  of  Walter  M.  Cotting, 
appointed  a  Weigher  of  Coal,  and  Hyman  Fryhon, 
appointed  as  Constable,  and  the  question  comes  on 
confirmation. 

Committee,  Coun.  Mahoney  and  Green.  Whole 
number  of  ballots  12,  yeas  12,  and  the  appoint- 
ments were  confirmed. 


Adjourned,  on  motion  of  Coun.  RUBY,  at  4.35 
p.  m.,  to  meet  on  Monday,  February  2,  1931,  at 
2  p.  m. 
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Proceedings  of  City  Council. 


Monday,  February  2,  1931. 
Regular  meeting  of  the  City  Council  in  the 
Council  Chamber,  City  Hall,  at  2  p.  m.,  Coun. 
GALLAGHER  in  the  chair,  in  the  absence  of 
President  McGRATH.  Absent,  Coun.  McGrath 
and  Murray. 


JURORS   DRAWN. 
Jurors  were  drawn  under  the  law,  as  follows: 

Thirty-six  additional  traverse  jurors,  Superior 
Criminal  Court,  First  Session,  to  appear  February 
9,  1931: 

Arthur  S.  Crosby,  Ward  1;  Joseph  D.  Murphy, 
Ward  1;  John  J.  Curran,  Ward  2;  Frank  Stanton, 
Ward  2;  John  E.  Hagerty,  Ward  3;  John  J.  O'Con- 
nell,  Ward  3;  Carl  R.  Childs,  Ward  4;  Henry  T. 
Nelson,  Ward  4;  Francis  L.  Higginson,  Ward  5; 
Edward  W.  Carney,  Ward  6;  William  F.  Seibel, 
Ward  6;  John  H.  Averill,  Ward  7;  James  J.  Dolan, 
Ward  8;  William  C.  Overton,  Ward  9;  Robert 
James  McFarland,  Ward  10;  George  J.  Cunning- 
ham, Ward  11;  William  T.  Finch,  Ward  11; 
Peter  J.  Sherlock,  Ward  12;  Patrick  J.  Conley, 
Ward  13;  Herbert  H.  Costello,  Ward  13;  Charles 
F.  Knapp,  Ward  13;  John  J.  McQuade,  Ward  13; 
Eugene  V.  Valente,  Ward  13;  Robert  Green, 
Ward  14;  Joseph  H.  Rock,  Ward  14;  David  Silver, 
Ward  14;  Michael  F.  Cummings,  Ward  15;  John  J. 
Ferrandi,  Ward  17;  John  J.  Regan,  Ward  1? 
Harold  J.  Rowen,  Ward  17;  Chester  W.  Farwell, 
Ward  18;  Francis  D.  Mahoney,  Ward  18;  Joseph  E. 
Sliney,  Ward  18;  Alexander  Hilland,  Ward  19; 
Francis  X.  Blackwell,  Ward  20;  John  H.  Miner, 
Ward  20. 

Thirty-one  traverse  jurors,  Superior  Criminal 
Court,  First  Session,  to  appear  March  2,  1931: 

Joseph  A.  Keough  Ward  1;  Martin  L.  McKay, 
Ward  1;  Walter  F.  Murphy,  Ward  1;  Rupert  F. 
Steward,  Ward  1;  Harry  G.  Chadbourne,  Ward  4; 
James  R.  Davis,  Ward  4;  Charles  F.  Nagle,  Ward 
5;  James  F,  Grady,  Ward  6;  Philip  J.  McCoole, 
Ward  6;  David  A.  Barr,  Ward  7;  Andrew  J.  Daly, 
Ward  7;  Lloyd  E.  Griswold,  Ward  8;  Francis  E. 
Girroir,  Ward  9;  Edward  J.  Martin,  Ward  10; 
Joseph  Hohmann,  Ward  11;  James  Moffit,  Ward 
11;  Daniel  J.  Fay,  Ward  11;  William  S.  Edwards, 
Ward  14;  Thomas  E.  Lambert,  Ward  15;  Gordon 
W.  Stoyle,  Ward  15;  Frederick  J.  Steeves,  Ward  16; 
Benjamin  L.  Black,  Ward  17;  Nelson  A.  Dimock, 
Ward  19;  Albert  W.  Guild,  Ward  19;  James  B. 
Robinson,  Ward  19;  F.  Oswald  Fiedler,  Ward  20; 
Herman  Gruner,  Ward  20;  Sidney  M.  Homer, 
Ward  21;  Frederick  A.  Manning,  Ward  21;  Ero- 
chin  Goldberg,  Ward  22;  Russell  W.  Monto, 
Ward  22. 

Fourteen  traverse  jurors,  Superior  Criminal 
Court,  Second  Session,  to  appear  March  9,  1931: 

Dominic  Arcarie,  Ward  3;  Frank  H.  Moylan, 
Ward  3;  Walter  M.  Brooks,  Ward  11;  Cornelius  E. 
Sullivan,  Ward  12;  Morris  Gorin,  Ward  14; 
William  J.  Sinnott,  Ward  14;  Edward  A.  Hufnagle, 
Ward  18;  Frank  R.  Norton,  Ward  18;  Alexander 
Sutherland,  Ward  18;  William  N.  Murphy,  Ward 
19;  James  A.  Murray,  Ward  19;  Clifford  V. 
Buttleman,  Ward  20;  George  C.  McClellan, 
Ward  20;  Frederick  J.  Petersen,  Ward  20. 

Thirty-one  traverse  jurors,  Superior  Criminal 
Court,  Third  Session,  to  appear  March  9,  1931: 

George  Dermody,  Ward  1;  Anthony  Benta, 
Ward  1;  James  Madigan,  Ward  3;  Louis  Tomeo, 
Ward  3;  James  F.  Claffy,  Ward  4;  Charles  W. 
Conlon,  Ward  4;  James  Davidson,  Ward  4; 
Albert  S.  Howe,  Ward  5;  George  A.  Rankin, 
Ward  6;  Walter  R.  Smith,  Ward  7;  John  J.  Tyner, 
Jr.,  Ward  8;  Daniel  H.  M.  Dwight,  Ward  9;  John  J. 
Burke,  Ward  10;  John  T.  Costa,  Ward  10;  Antonio 
J.  Cadaretti,  Ward  11;  Myer  E.  Slocum,  Ward  11; 
Julius  Wolfson,  Ward  12;  Thomas  A.  Flaherty, 
Ward  16;  William  V.  Finnegan,  Ward  17;  Arthur 
H.  Burgess,  Ward  18;  Willis  N.  Croft,  Ward  18; 


Joseph  A.  Macchi,  Ward  18;  Edward  J.  Hartel 
Ward  19;  Frank  A.  Hicks,  Ward  19;  Carl  Wagelein 
Ward  19;  Benjamin  F.  Whelple,  Ward  19;  Harry  A 
Bradley,  Ward  20;  Jeremiah  Finnigan,  Ward  20- 
Daniel  B.  Mitchell,  Ward  20;  Bernard  F  Fahey 
Ward  22;  Franklin  P.  Jamieson,  Ward  22. 

Thirty-one   traverse   jurors,    Superior   Criminal 
Court,  Fourth  Session,  to  appear  March  2,  1931: 

George  Giles,  Ward  1;    Cornelius  A.  Andrews, 
Ward  2;    John  H.  Driscoll,  Ward  2;    William  J. 
Sullivan,  Ward  2;  Julius  Margolis,  Ward  3;  John  J. 
O  Connor,  Ward  6;  Harry  K.  Thompson,  Ward  10; 
James   D.   Rufnn,   Ward    12;    Edward   J.   Hayes, 
Ward    13;     William   Alford,   Ward    14;     John   H 
McCarthy,  Ward  14;   Thomas  J.  Clifford,  Ward  15- 
Daniel    J.    Sullivan,    Ward    16;     John    J.    Walsh, 
Ward  16;   Herbert  O.  Heinig,  Ward  17;   Thomas  E 
Malone,   Ward   17;    John   J.   Murphy,   Ward   17- 
Thomas   F.   Quinn,  Ward   17;    Ralph   H.   Young! 
Ward  17;    Christopher  Reed,  Ward  18;    Harry  E 
Tupper,  Ward   18;    Arthur   L.   Ciriack,   Ward  19; 
Fritz  F.  Hampe,  Ward  19;    Hugh  J.  McCafferty, 
Ward  19;    John  L.  Allen,  Ward  20;    William  C 
Weir,  Ward  20;   Louis  Cohen,  Ward  21;   Horace  D 
Jameson,  Ward  21;    Max   L.  Johnson,  Ward  21- 
Edward  G.   Barry,   Ward  22;    John  W.   F.   Mac- 
donald,  Ward  22. 

Thirty-one  traverse  jurors,  Superior  Criminal 
Court,  Fifth  Session,  to  appear  March  2,  1931: 

Thomas  J.  Downey,  Ward  2;    William  J.  Gal- 
lagher, Ward  2;    Herbert  I.  Potter,  Ward  2;    John 
Miagro,  Ward  3;  James  Collins,  Ward  4;  Alfred  H 
Galloway,   Ward   4;     Frank   B.   Taylor,   Ward   4- 
James  H.  Daggett,  Ward  5;    Charles  A.   Falvey' 
Ward  5;    Edward  A.  Allen,  Ward  6;    Andrew  J. 
O'Toole,  Ward  6;    Joseph  Olesky,  Ward  7;    Wil- 
liam L.  Reid,  Ward  7;    Simon  Sampson,  Ward  7; 
Joseph  P.   Brawner,  Ward  9;    Benjamin  H.   Car- 
penter, Ward  9;    Albert    G.  Harcourt,  Ward   10- 
Charles  G.  Klueber,  Ward  10;  William  F.  Glennon, 
Ward    11;     Joseph    Horgan,    Ward    11;     John    J 
Mullen,    Ward    11;     Daniel    Schnable,    Ward    11- 
David  Tick,  Ward  14;    Joseph  M.  Selig,  Ward  17- 
John  B.  Black,  Ward  18;    Emerson  S.  Campbell 
Ward  18;  William  J.  Fallon,  Jr.,  Ward  19;   John  E' 
Dunn,   Ward   20;     Carl   F.   Hettinger,   Ward   20- 
Albert  E.   Wilbar,   Ward   21;     Herman   A.   Flick 
Ward  22. 

Twenty-Bix  traverse  jurors,  Superior  Civil 
Court,  First  Session,  January  Sitting,  to  appear 
March  2,  1931: 

Nathaniel  A.  Roberts,  Ward  5;  Charles  Town- 
send,  Ward  5;  Walter  M.  McGuire,  Ward  6; 
Howard  S.  Rugg,  Ward  7;  John  J.  Conley,  Ward 
8;  John  F.  Cunningham,  Ward  8;  Albert  A.  Fox 
Ward  8;  Charles  C.  Curran,  Ward  10;  Eugene  J. 
Doherty,  Ward  10;  Francis  J.  Noonan,  Ward  13; 
Robert  S.  O'Sullivan,  Ward  13;  William  F.  Scan- 
Ian,  Ward  13;  Julius  Singer,  Ward  14;  James  A. 
Heden,  Ward  16;  Thomas  J.  Loughlin,  Ward  16' 
Archibald  F.  Hall,  Ward  17;  Robert  A.  Matthews, 
Ward  17;  Charles  B.  Patten,  Ward  17;  Edward  C. 
Trainor,  Ward  17;  Ernest  J.  Schwenzfeier,  Jr., 
Ward  18;  John  C.  Werner,  Ward  19;  Warren  E. 
Collins,  Jr.,  Ward  20;  Henry  F.  Luippold,  Ward  20; 
Frank  W.  Wenners,  Ward  20;  Frank  C.  Cutler, 
Ward  21;  Henry  H.  Liebert,  Ward  21. 

Twenty-seven  traverse  jurors,  Superior  Civil 
Court,  Second  Session,  January  Sitting,  to  appear 
March  2,  1931: 

John  F.  Flanagan,  Ward  1;  George  E.  Lowder, 
Ward  2;  George  Maloof,  Jr.,  Ward  3;  Sydney  L.  G. 
Sutherland,  Ward  5;  Timothy  J.  Whouley,  Ward  6- 
John  J.  Smith,  Ward  8;  Patrick  Mullins,  Ward  8; 
John  P.  McFarland,  Ward  10;  Owen  McGowen, 
Ward  11;  Milton  B.  Boody,  Ward  12;  John  H. 
Dolan,  Ward  13;  Frederick  W.  Barth,  Ward  14; 
Alfred  E.  Shienfeld,  Ward  14;  Everett  L.  Cheney, 
Ward  15;  Albert  E.  Johnson,  Ward  15;  Arthur  W. 
Noyes,  Ward  16;  Joseph  H.  Sheehan,  Ward  17; 
Warren  H.  Archibald,  Ward  18;  Henry  Fishman, 
Ward  18;  Dennis  R.  Murphv,  Ward  18;  John  L. 
Fallon,  Ward  19;  Samuel  C.  Clough,  Ward  20; 
H.  Chester  StevenB,  Ward  20;  Clyde  F.  Strickland, 
Ward  20;  P.yron  E.  Daley,  Ward  21;  Frank  Grant, 
Ward  21;  James  P.  Conroy,  Ward  22. 

Twenty-six  traverse  jurors,  Superior  Civil  Court, 
Third  Session,  January  Sitting,  to  appear  March  2, 
1931: 

Joseph  I,.  DePaula,  Ward  1;  James  Albert  Mc- 
Laughlin, Ward  1;  Louis  F.  Lyon,  Ward  5;  Mat- 
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thew  H.  Queeley,  Jr.,  Ward  5;  Frank  D.  Warren, 
Ward  5;  William  H.  Golden,  Ward  6;  William  P. 
Sweeney,  Ward  6;  Theodore  A.  Dunne,  Ward  7; 
John  J.  Murphy,  Ward  8;  James  J.  Galvin,  Ward 
10;  Timothy  J.  Seannell,  Ward  10;  Daniel  F. 
Lynch,  Ward  11;  William  F.  Anderson,  Ward  12; 
Charles  E.  Smith,  Ward  12;  Joseph  G.  Edwards, 
Ward  13;  Peter  F.  Monaghan,  Ward  14;  Joseph 
AdamB,  Ward  16;  James  E.  Lee,  Ward  16;  Frederick 
L.  Shea,  Ward  16;  William  L.  Malone,  Ward  17; 
Irving  F.  Ludwig,  Ward  19;  William  PitzMorris, 
Ward  20;  Warren  I.  Stokes,  Ward  20;  John  F. 
Lewis,  Ward  21;  Edson  E.  Mills,  Ward  21;  Richard 
Weinfield,  Ward  21. 

Twenty-nine  traverse  jurors,  Superior  Civil 
Court,  Fourth  Session,  January  Sitting,  to  appear 
March  2,  1931: 

Nicholas  Buonopane,  Ward  1;  Winslow  Elms, 
Ward  1;  Thomas  C.  Donohue,  AVard  2;  Leon  D. 
Cooper,  Ward  3;  Warren  F.  Russell,  Ward  3;  Allan 
J.  MacDonald,  Ward  10;  Patrick  O'Connor,  Ward 
10;  John  J.  Reynolds,  Jr.,  Ward  10;  John  J.  Dunn, 
Ward  11;  Edward  A.  Wilfert,  Ward  11;  Joseph 
Golden,  Ward  12;  Freeman  Mclnnis,  Ward  12; 
Nathan  Bronkhorst,  Ward  13;  Joseph B.  McCauley, 
Ward  13;  Anthony  V.  Turner,  Ward  13;  Kenneth 
J.  McDonald,  Ward  15;  Edward  Brown,  Ward  17; 
Albert  Fivre,  Ward  18;  Thomas  Green,  Jr.,  Ward 
18;  Frederick  F.  Mugford,  Ward  18;  John  P. 
Barrett,  Ward  17;  Frank  E.  Kinney,  Ward  19; 
William  D.  Sturtevant,  Ward  19;  David  M. 
Davidson,  Ward  20;  Edwin  R.  Mclntyre,  Ward  20; 
John  J.  Ross,  Ward  20;  Frank  J.  Dowling,  Ward 
21;  David  Luft,  Ward  21;  Joseph  H.  Cartier, 
Ward  22. 

Twenty-four  traverse  jurors,  Superior  Civil 
Court,  Fifth  Session,  January  Sitting,  to  appear 
March  2,  1931: 

Marino  Dello  Russo,  Ward  1;  George  Banfiglio, 
Ward  3;  Robert  K.  Nelson,  Ward  4;  Frank  L 
Sanderson,  Ward  4;  Rollin  W.  Smith,  Ward  4; 
Harold  F.  Bengfield,  Ward  5;  Ernest  Windisch, 
Ward  5;  Daniel  J.  Clifford,  Ward  6;  Michael  J. 
Cox,  Ward  7;  Francis  B.  Doherty,  Ward  7;  Irving 
L.  Greenough,  Ward  12;  William  H.  O'Brien,  Jr., 
Ward  13;  John  * .  Norton,  Ward  15;  Arthur  C. 
Dunn,  Ward  16;  Charles  B.  Grant,  Ward  16; 
Arthur  L.  Hoernle,  Ward  17;  Paul  T.  McGrath, 
Ward  17;  William  P.  Nelson,  Ward  18:  Arthur  P. 
Schumann,  Ward  18;  Charles  R.  Currier,  Ward  19; 
George  W.  B.  Hartwell,  Ward  19;  Frederick  D. 
Carder,  Ward  21;  Dennis  P.  Driscoll,  Ward  21; 
Peter  J.  Dwyer,  Ward  22. 

Twenty-nine  traverse  jurors,  Superior  Civil 
Court,  Sixth  Session,  January  Sitting,  to  appear 
March  2,  1931: 

James  H.  Moore,  Jr.,  Ward  1;  Frank  Silva 
Ward  1;  William  H.  Kelly,  Ward  2;  Marciano  J. 
Santosuosso,  Ward  3;  Palmer  C.  Thompson, 
Ward  4;  Walter  M.  Pratt,  Ward  5;  Thomas  B. 
Steer,  Ward  5;  John  J.  Feeney,  Ward  6;  John  J. 
Healy,  Ward  7;  Thomas  F.  Morton,  Ward  7; 
William  Shine,  Ward  8;  James  R.  Nott,  Ward  9; 
Harry  F.  Hartshorn,  Ward  11;  Timothy  Moriarty, 
Ward  11;  Jacob  Zimmerman,  Ward  11;  Francis  X. 
Mahoney,  Ward  13;  Joseph  Miller,  Ward  14; 
Joseph  Lookner,  Ward  14;  Frederick  F.  Noonan, 
Ward  14;  Leo  P.  White,  Ward  14;  Antonio  Albiani. 
Ward  17;  Michael  J.  McCann,  Ward  17;  Eric  W. 
Gustafson,  Ward  18;  LeRoy  C.  Hodge,  Ward  18: 
Samuel  J.  Miller,  Ward  18;  Charles  C.  Randell,  Jr. 
Ward  19;  Patrick  M.  Kelliher,  Ward  20;  John  W. 
Towler,  Ward  20;  Ralph  O.  Kilmer,  Ward  21. 

Twenty-nine  traverse  jurors,  Superior  Civil 
Court,  Seventh  Session,  January  Sitting,  to  ap- 
pear March  2,  1931: 

Stephen  P.  Hawes,  Ward  1;  John  H.  Healy, 
Ward  1;  Wilfred  L.  Smith,  Ward  1;  John  W. 
Welsh,  Ward  1;  William  J.  TVessling,  Ward  1; 
Albert  J.  Clements,  Ward  5;  August  L.  Sherer, 
Ward  5;  Michael  Connolly,  Ward  6;  Martin  J. 
Murphy,  Ward  7;  Henry  J.  Cad  well,  Ward  9; 
Roy  J.  Hulbert,  Ward  9;  James  Smith,  Ward  9; 
Jacob  W.  Volk,  Ward  10;  George  A.  Cully,  Ward 
11;  Elliott  T.  Schonberg,  Ward  11;  John  B. 
Rubin,  Ward  12;  Malcolm  E.  Forsythe,  Ward  12; 
Abraham  Freeman,  Ward  14;  Peter  J.  Nee,  Ward 
14;  Michael  J.  Hayes,  Ward  15;  Charles  E. 
Johnson,  Ward  15;  Raymond  C.  MacDermott, 
Ward  16;  Roger  O.  Baker,  Ward  18;  Herbert 
E.  Blaisdell,  Ward  18;  Patrick  H.  Scott,  Ward  18; 
Edward  F.  Gilchrist,  Ward  19;  Elwyn  H.  Kit- 
tredge,  Ward  20;  John  C.  O'Brien,  Ward  20; 
George  A.  MacDonald,  Ward  22. 


PAYMENT  OF  ADJUSTED  COMPENSATION 
CERTIFICATES. 

The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  January  27,  1931. 
Wilfred  J.  Doyle,  Esq.,   City  Clerk. 

My  dear  Mr.  Doyle, — I  beg  to  return  herewith 
approved,  the  resolve  adopted  by  the  City  Council 
favorable  to  the  early  payment  in  cash  of  the 
adjusted  compensation  certificates  issued  to 
United  States  veterans  of  the  World  War. 

It  will  be  argued  that  the  payment  of  the  ad- 
justed compensation  in  full  is  too  great  a  burden 
for  the  Federal  Government  to  assume  at  the  pres- 
ent time,  and  to  this  conclusion  1  agree  believing 
that  the  payment  of  50  per  cent  of  the  amount 
would  not  only  provide  for  the  present  needs  of  the 
service  men  but  in  addition  would  prove  a  most 
potential  factor  in  the  revival  of  business,  since, 
in  all  probability,  the  major  portion  of  the 
81,500,000,000  to  be  paid  would  speedily  be  ex- 
changed for  commodities  needed  by  the  ex-service 
men  and  their  families. 

It  is  extremely  difficult  to  understand  the 
Washington  viewpoint  of  the  preventable  indus- 
trial depression  that  has  been  permitted  in  Amer- 
ica during  the  last  year.  America  did  not  hesitate 
to  advance  some  S27, 000, 000, 000  to  the  various 
nations  of  the  world  during  the  recent  war  and  the 
impression  is  gradually  being  accepted  that  were 
we  subjects  of  Belgium  rather  than  American 
citizens  our  wants  would  be  provided  for. 

There  is  little  difference,  so  far  as  the  citizen 
and  his  family  is  concerned,  between  an  economic 
war  and  a  war  of  conquest,  but  apparently  those 
in  authority  at  Washington  have  failed  to  com- 
prehend the  ferocity  of  the  industrial  warfare  that 
has  been  in  progress  during  the  past  year.  It  is 
impossible  to  contemplate  the  consequences  with 
equanimity.  The  average  citizen  finds  it  impos- 
sible by  any  application  of  logic  to  understand  why 
millions  of  men  are  denied  the  opportunity  for  a 
livelihood  in  the  richest  and  most  prosperous  coun- 
try in  the  world  and  particularly  at  a  time  when  the 
fiduciary  institutions  of  the  nation  are  more  abun- 
dantly supplied  with  funds  than  at  any  previous 
time. 

The  payment  of  one  half  of  the  amount  due  the 
ex-service  men  and  the  expenditure  by  the  ex- 
service  men  of  the  major  portion  of  the  money  re- 
ceived by  them  for  commodities,  should  speedily 
result  in  business  activity,  the  abolition  of  fear, 
and  the  restoration  of  confidence. 

Faith,  oourage  and  vision  upon  the  part  of 
America's  leaders  made  possible  the  winning  of  the 
World  War;  the  same  essentials  can  end  the  present 
industrial  depression.  America  and  Americans 
have  suffered  long  enough.  In  God's  name  let  us 
change  the  picture. 

Very  truly  yours, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

Placed  on  file. 


LUMP    SUM    BUDGET. 

The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  January  26,  1931. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — Under  the  provisions  of  section  3 
of  the  City  Charter  the  Mayor  is  required  to  sub- 
mit the  budget  within  thirty  days  after  the  begin- 
ning of  the  fiscal  year. 

Under  existing  law  the  city  may  raise  $6.52 
on  each  one  thousand  of  the  average  valuation  for 
three  years,  less  abatements,  for  general  municipal 
purposes,  exclusive  of  schools.  Since  1918  the 
statutory  figure  has  proven  inadequate  to  provide 
for  the  needs  of  the  city.  As  a  result  it  has  been 
necessary  to  appeal  annually  to  the  Legislature  for 
an  increase  in  the  statutory  tax  limit. 

Boston  is  the  only  city  in  the  Commonwealth 
which  is  forced  to  make  an  annual  petition  of  this 
kind.  Believing  that  Boston  should  enjoy  the 
same  measure  of  home  rule  in  so  far  as  appropria- 
tions are  concerned  as  the  other  cities  of  the  Com- 
monwealth, I  have  requested  the  Legislature  this 
year  to  remove  the  tax  limit.  Until  this  request 
is  acted  upon  it  is  impossible  for  me  to  submit  to 
your  honorable  body  the  annual  budget  in  full 
segregated  form. 
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In  order  to  avoid  any  question  being  raised  as 
to  the  submission  of  a  budget  within  the  time 
limit  stated  in  the  city  charter,  I  submit  herewith 
a  budget  in  lump  sum  form. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Cueley,  Mayor. 

Appbopbiations  and  Tax  Oedebs  toe  the 
Financial  Yeab  1931. 

Ordered,  That  to  meet  the  current  expenses 
payable  during  the  financial  year  beginning  with 
the  first  day  of  January,  1931,  for  performing  the 
duties  and  exercising  the  powers  devolved  by 
Btatute  or  ordinance,  or  by  vote  of  the  City  Coun- 
cil during  the  year,  upon  the  City  of  Boston  or 
County  of  Suffolk,  or  the  departments  or  officers 
thereof,  and  to  meet  their  respective  obligations 
for  interest  on  debt,  sinking  fund  requirements 
and  maturing  debt  not  provided  for  by  sinking 
fund,  the  respective  sums  of  money  specified  in 
the  tables  and  schedules  hereinafter  set  out  be, 
and  the  same  are,  hereby  appropriated  for  the 
several  departments  and  for  the  objects  and 
purposes  hereinafter  stated. 

Ordered,  That  the  appropriation  for  Water 
Service,  current  expenses  and  the  payment  to  the 
state  under  the  provisions  of  chapter  488  of  the 
Acts  of  1895  and  acts  in  addition  or  amendment 
thereto,  and  for  the  interest  and  debt  requirements 
or  for  loans  issued  for  water  purposes  be  met  by 
the  income  of  said  works  and  any  excess  over 
income  from  taxes;  that  the  appropriation  for 
Printing  Department  be  met  by  the  department 
income  and  any  excess  over  income  from  taxes; 
and  the  appropriation  for  City  Record  be  met  by 
the  income  of  said  publication  and  any  excess 
over  income  from  taxes;  that  the  other  appropria- 
tions hereinafter  specified  be  met  out  of  the  money 
remaining  in  the  treasury  at  the  close  of  business 
on  December  31,  1930,  exclusive  of  the  money 
raised  by  loan  or  needed  to  carry  out  the  require- 
ments of  any  statute,  gift,  trust  or  special  appro- 
priation, and  by  the  income  of  the  financial  year 
beginning  January  1,  1931,  and  taxes  to  the 
amount  of  $18,188,114.19  and  that  said  amount 
be  raised  by  taxation  on  the  polls  and  estates  in 
the  City  of  Boston. 

Ordered,  That  all  sums  of  money  which  form 
no  part  of  the  income  of  the  city,  but  shall  be 
paid  for  services  rendered  or  work  done  by  any 
department  or  division  for  any  other  department 
or  division,  or  for  any  person  or  corporation  other 
than  the  City  of  Boston  be  paid  into  the  general 
treasury,  and  that  all  contributions  made  to  any 
appropriation  be  expended  for  the  objects  and 
purposes  directed  by  the  several  contributors 
thereof. 

Ordered,  That  all  taxes  raised  to  meet  the 
appropriations  of  the  city  and  all  taxes  assessed 
for  meeting  the  city's  proportion  of  the  state  tax 
for  the  year  1931,  or  for  any  other  taxes  or  assess- 
ments payable  to  the  Commonwealth,  be  due  and 
payable  on  the  fifteenth  of  September,  1931;  that 
interest  shall  be  charged  on  all  taxes  remaining 
unpaid  after  the  second  day  of  October,  1931,  in 
accordance  with  the  provisions  of  chapter  59, 
section  57,  of  the  General  Laws,  until  paid,  except 
the  taxes  assessed  upon  shares  of  national  banks, 
which  shall  bear  interest  at  the  rate  of  12  per  cent 
per  annum,  from  the  fifteenth  day  of  September, 
1931,  until  paid,  and  that  all  interest  which  shall 
have  become  due  on  taxes  shall  be  added  to  and 
be  part  of  Buch  taxes. 

Ordered,  That  except  as  the  appropriation  for 
any  purpose  or  item  shall  be  increased  by  addi- 
tional appropriations  or  transfers  lawfully  made, 
no  money  shall  be  expended  by  any  department 
for  any  of  the  pvrposes  or  items  designated  in 
the  tables  and  schedules  hereinafter  set  out  in 
excess  of  the  amount  set  down  as  appropriated 
for  such  specific  purpose  or  item;  and  except  as 
aforesaid,  no  salary  or  wages  shall  be  paid  in 
excess  of  the  rate  in  said  tables  and  schedules. 

Art  Department $2,000  00 

Assessing  Department 100,000  00 

Auditing  Department 45,000  00 

Boston  Port  Authority 20,000  00 

Boston  Retirement  Board 10,000  00 

Boston  Traffic  Commission 30,000  00 

Budget  Department 6,000  00 

Building  Department 100,000  00 

Board  of  Examiners 5,000  00 

Board  of  Appeal 5,000  00 

City  Clerk  Department 30,000  00 

City  Council 25,000  00 


City  Council  Proceedings .$6,000  00 

City  Documents 25,000  00 

City  Planning  Board 5,000  00 

Collecting  Department 150,000  00 

Election  Department 150,000  00 

Finance  Commission 25,000  00 

Fire  Department 1,800,000  00 

Wire  Division 55,000  00 

Health  Department 500,000  00 

Hospital  Department 1,000,000  00 

Sanatorium  Division 250,000  00 

Institutions  Department: 

Central  Office 40,000  00 

Long  Island  Hospital 140,000  00 

Child  Welfare  Division 100,000  00 

Steamer  "George  A.  Hibbard" 

andlaunch"  James  J.  Minot"  15,000  00 

Rainsford  Island,  Care  of 1,000  00 

Law  Department 45,000  00 

Library  Department 400,000  00 

Licensing  Board 25,000  00 

Market  Department 10,000  00 

Mayor,  Office  Expenses 46,000  00 

Public  Celebrations 40,000  00 

Park  Department 525,000  00 

Cemetery  Division 80,000  00 

Public  Buildings  Department 200,000  00 

Public  Welfare  Department ; 

Central  Office 1,000,000  00 

Temporary  Home 5,000  00 

Wayfarers'  Lodge 10,000  00 

Police  Department 1,800,000  00 

Public  Works  Department: 

Central  Office 50,000  00 

Bridge  Service 200,000  00 

Ferry  Service 190,000  00 

Lighting  Service 250,000  00 

Paving  Service 555,000  00 

Sanitary  Service 570,000  00 

Sewer  Service 325,000  00 

Registry  Department 30,000  00 

Reserve  Fund 363,554  19 

Sinking  Funds  Department 2,000  00 

Soldiers'  Relief  Department 375,000  00 

Statistics  Department 10,000  00 

Street  Laying-Out  Department.  .  150,000  00 

Supply  Department 30,000  00 

Treasury  Department 35,000  00 

Weights   and   Measures   Depart- 
ment    25,000  00 

Bridges,  Repairs,  etc 60,000  00 

Granolithic  Sidewalks 30,000  00 

Reconstructing     and     Repairing 

Streets  by  Contract ....  750,000  00 

Reconstructing     and     Repairing 

Parkways  by  Contract 40,000  00 

$12,864,554  19 

City  Debt  Requirements $3,500,000  00 

Jail $125,000  00 

Suffolk  County  Courthouse,  Cus- 
todian   81,000  00 

Suffolk       County       Courthouse, 

County  Buildings 50,500  00 

County  Buildings 45,000  00 

Supreme  Judicial  Court 36,000  00 

Superior    Court,    Civil    Session, 

General  Expenses. . .  300,000  00 

Superior    Court,     Civil     Session, 

Clerk's  Office. . . '. 85,000  00 

Superior  Court,  Criminal  Session,,  295,000  00 

Probate  Court 14,000  00 

Municipal  Court 235,000  00 

Municipal     Court,     Charlestown 

District 18,000  00 

East  Boston  District  Court 15,500  00 

Municipal  Court,   South  Boston 

District 12,500  00 

Municipal  Court,  Dorchester  Dis- 
trict  . .  12,000  00 

Municipal   Court,   Roxbury  Dis- 
trict   35,000  00 

Municipal  Court,  West  Roxbury 

District 12,000  00 

Municipal  Court,  Brighton   Dis- 
trict   7,800  00 

Boston  Juvenile  Court 15,000  00 

District  Court  of  Chelsea 12,000  00 

Registry  of  Deeds 84,000  00 

Index  Commissioners 9,600  00 

Insanity  Cases 15,000  00 

Land  Court 3,000  00 

Medical  Examiner,  Northern  Dis- 
trict   13,000  00 
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Medical  Examiner,  Southern  Dis- 
trict   

Associate      Medical      Examiner, 

Northern  District 

Associate      Medical      Examiner, 

Southern  District 

Miscellaneous  Expenses: 

Auditing  Department 

Collecting  Department 

Treasury  Department 

Sheriff 

Granite  Avenue  Bridge 

Social  Law  Library 

House  of  Correction 

Steamer  "Michael  J.  Perkins". . . 


$8,400  00 

1,150  00 

1,150  00 

500  00 

660  00 

3,100  00 

1,900  00 

1,600  00 

600  00 

160,000  00 

25,000  00 

81,733,560  00 


County  Debt  Requirements $90,000  00 

Printing  Department $200,000  00 

City  Record,  Publication  of $17,500  00 

Public  Works  Department,  Water 

Service $840,000  00 

Collecting     Department,     Water 

Division 25,000  00 

Water  Service,  Debt  Require- 
ments   30,000  00 


$895,000  00 


Basis  of  Estimates,  1931. 
Average  valuation,  $1,973,091,133.33. 

$6.52  on  the  thousand  brings.  .  .     $12,864,854  19 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Appropriations. 


NO  INCREASES  FOR  CITY  EMPLOYEES. 

The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  February  2,  1931. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — In  reply  to  the  order  of  your 
honorable  body  adopted  December  29  recommend- 
ing an  increase  of  $200  per  annum  in  the  salaries 
of  members  of  the  Boston  Police  Department,  I 
beg  to  advise  that  the  same  does  not  receive  my 
approval. 

The  reasons  for  this  action  have  been  summarized 
by  the  Budget  Commissioner  and  are  here  pre- 
sented. It  is  a  simple  matter  and  invariably  a 
popular  one  to  recommend  increases  in  salaries  for 
persons  in  the  public  employ,  but  it  is  the  part  of 
wisdom  to  examine  thoroughly  into  the  ramifica- 
tions before  such  an  order  is  adopted. 

The  prevailing  custom  in  Boston  has  been  when 
an  increase  in  salary  is  granted  to  the  members  of 
the  Police  Department  to  grant  a  similar  increase 
to  the  men  employed  in  the  Fire  Department. 
The  wisdom  of  this  policy  cannot  be  questioned 
since  the  members  of  both  .forces  are  exposed  to 
the  same  degree  of  danger  in  pursuit  of  their 
occupations. 

There  is  no  indication  of  a  lessening  in  the 
demand  for  aid  from  persons  without  employment 
either  in  Boston  or  any  other  American  city  and 
the  first  duty  of  government  as  I  interpret  it  is  to 
provide  for  the  well-being  of  the  citizenship  as  a 
whole.  It  would  be  most  pleasing  for  me  to 
comply  with  every  request  for  increase  in  salaries 
that  are  made  because  of  the  joy  which  would 
come  to  the  recipient  about  my  obligation  is  to 
the  entire  people  rather  than  to  the  20,000  women 
and  men  employed  by  the  City  of  Boston. 

It  is  only  in  periods  of  depression  that  we  are 
presented  a  true  perspective  of  the  enviable  position 
occupied  by  those  employed  in  the  public  service. 
When  depression  comes  in  private  industry  the 
rule  in  the  past  and  at  present  is  to  dispense  with 
the  services  of  the  least  efficient  and  least  nec- 
essary, and  secondly,  to  reduce  the  salaries  of 
those  remaining.  The  question  of  length  or  value 
of  service  is  rarely  considered  and  all  suffer  alike. 
In  the  public  employment  the  situation  differs 
materially.  Regardless  of  industrial  depression 
and  the  burden  borne  by  the  home  owner  or  the 


occupant  of  the  tenement,  taxes  are  demanded  and 
they  are  paid  whether  the  individual  is  employed 
or  is  without  employment.  When  the  individual 
in  private  employment  is  either  maimed  in  industry 
or  through  age  is  no  longer  able  to  compete  with 
younger  men  in  his  particular  vocation  he  is  re- 
placed and  scant  consideration  given  by  the 
employer  as  to  what  may  happen  to  the  worker  or 
the  family  of  the  worker.  In  the  public  service 
on  the  contrary  the  hours  are  not  unduly  long. 
Vacations  annually  with  pay  are  the  rule  and  in 
most  cases  when  the  worker  is  unable  through 
sickness  to  continue  his  employment,  he  is  per- 
mitted to  convalesce  without  the  loss  of  salary. 
When  the  worker  in  public  employment  is  maimed 
or  arrives  at  the  age  of  sixty-five  years  he  is  eligible 
for  retirement  with  compensation  sufficient  to  pro- 
vide for  his  needs  for  the  remainder  of  his  days. 

There  is  no  way  in  which  to  justify  an  increase 
in  taxes  in  a  year  of  depression  when  such  increase 
can  be  prevented.  In  addition  there  is  no  way  to 
justify  a  reduction  in  the  number  of  persons  in  the 
employ  of  the  city.  It  is  not  my  purpose  to  re- 
duce the  number,  and  provided  conditions  permit, 
I  shall  increase  the  number.  It  is  only  possible, 
however,  to  do  this  through  the  adoption  of  a 
program  which  to  the  city  employee  may  at  first 
glance  appear  a  hardship,  but  which  upon  mature 
consideration  of  the  needs  and  wants  of  his  fellow 
citizen  will  appear  the  proper  course  and  that  is  to 
approve  of  no  increases  in  salary  during  the  year 
1931. 

Unquestionably  there  are  many  inequalities  in 
the  matter  of  the  wages  of  various  individuals  in 
the  different  municipal  departments  but  these 
inequalities  can  properly  be  adjusted  in  a  year  of 
prosperity.  Certainly  there  is  no  way  to  justify 
advances  in  salaries  at  the  present  time  when  the 
expenditures  of  the  Public  Welfare  Department, 
provided  the  ratio  established  during  the  month 
of  January,  if  maintained  for  the  year,  will  exceed 
any  year  in  the  history  of  the  city,  excepting  1930, 
by  more  than  200  per  cent. 

I  have  accordingly  directed  the  Budget  Com- 
missioner, in  his  review  of  departmental  budget 
estimates,  to  eliminate  all  salary  increases  recom- 
mended by  department  heads  with  the  exception 
of  increases  provided  in  the  Police  and  Fire  De- 
partments for  patrolmen  and  privates.  These 
employees  enter  the  service  of  the  city  at  an  estab- 
lished minimum  and  advance  by  regular  step-rate 
increases  on  the  anniversaries  of  their  original 
appointments,  until  the  established  maximum  is 
reached.  This  custom  has  been  followed  for  so 
many  years  that  the  city  is  impliedly  bound  to 
continue  the  arrangement. 

All  other  increases,  however,  whether  they  be 
for  clerks,  receiving  less  than  $2,300  or  for  "sliding 
scale"  groups,  must  be  deferred  for  this  year  at 
least.  Economic  conditions  in  the  country  and  in 
the  community  permit  of  no  other  alternative. 
Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Budget  Department,  January  29,  1931. 
Hon.  James  M.  Curley, 

Mayor  of  Boston. 
Dear  Sir, — In  response  to  your  inquiry  as  to 
the  cost  of  providing,  in  accordance  with  an  order 
adopted  by  the  City  Council,  a  sum  sufficient  to 
provide  in  the  1931  budget  for  "an  increase  of 
$200  in  the  salaries  of  members  of  the  police 
force,"  I  submit  the  following  facts  for  your  in- 
formation and  consideration: 

Cost  of  Proposal. 

The  order,  as  passed  by  the  Council,  applies 
specifically  to  the  Police  Department.  There  is 
an  unwritten  law,  however,  not  only  in  Boston, 
but  throughout  the  country  that  any  increase 
granted  to  members  of  the  police  force  must  also 
be  granted  to  members  of  the  Fire  Department. 
In  figuring  the  cost  of  the  proposal,  therefore, 
consideration  must  be  given  to  the  personnel  of 
both  departments.  In  the  Police  Department, 
2,412  men  would  be  eligible  for  the  proposed  in- 
crease, and,  in  the  Fire  Department,  1,465,  or  a 
total  of  3,877  employees. 

Granting  a  $200  increase  to  the  members  of  this 
group  would  mean  a  permanent  addition  or  in- 
crease to  the  pay  rolls  of  the  city  of  $775,400 
With  the  city  facing  an  increased  expenditure  of 
over  $2,000,000  during  the  current  year  for  wel- 
fare relief  and  old  age  assistance,  it  is  hard  to  see, 
in  view  of  the  additional  cost  involved,  how  con- 
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sideration  can  be  given,  at  this  particular  time, 
to  the  proposed  pay  roll  increase.  Over  and  be- 
yond the  heavy  financial  burden,  which  the  re- 
quest of  the  City  Council  would  place  upon  the 
taxpaying  public  of  Boston,  is  the  very  evident 
fact,  at  the  present  time,  that  this  same  public  is 
paying  more  for  police  protection  than  practically 
any  other  city  in  the  country. 

Police  Department  Comparisons. 

In  the  July,  1930,  "Bulletin  of  the  International 

Association  of  Chiefs  of  Police"  appears  a  table 

showing  the   total   number   of   employees   in   the 

Police   Departments   of  491   cities,   together  with 


the  number  per  one  thousand  population.  In 
group  A,  in  this  table,  covering  thirty  cities  of 
over  200,000  population,  Boston  leads  with  3.3 
employees  per  one  thousand  population.  In  the 
491  cities  there  is  only  one  cosmopolitan  city  that 
exceeds  this  showing,  namely,  Hoboken,  New 
Jersey,  with  a  percentage  of  3.7  and  a  population 
of  56,523. 

The  fact  that  Boston  leads  all  of  the  big  cities 
of  the  country  in  the  matter  of  police  protection 
is  further  emphasized  in  the  following  table  which 
indicates  the  number  of  patrolmen,  on  the  basis 
of  per  capita  and  per  square  mile,  in  the  nine  large 
cities  of  the  country: 


Population. 

Land  Area, 
Square  Miles. 

Number  of 
Patrolmen. 

City. 

Per 

Capita. 

Per  Square 
Mile. 

781,188 

43.78 

2,153 

Boston. 

363 

49 

6,930,446 

309.00 

16,653 

New  York. 

416 

54 

1,950,961 

129 . 00 

4,300 

Philadelphia. 

453 

33 

821,960 

61.25 

1,550 

St.  Louis. 

530 

25 

1,568,662 

139.00 

2,610 

Detroit. 

601 

19 

804,874 

113.60 

1,350 

Baltimore. 

596 

12 

3,376,438 

210.00 

4,800 

Chicago. 

703 

23 

900,429 

71.60 

1,200 

Cleveland. 

750 

17 

1,238,048 

441 . 00 

1,945 

Los  Angeles. 

636 

5 

The  fact  that  the  ninth  city  in  the  country 
should  have  one  patrolman  for  every  363  persons 
and  49  patrolmen  for  every  square  mile,  thus 
ranking  higher  than  the  other  eight  in  the  amount 
of  police  protection  furnished,  can  only  be  ac- 
counted for  by  the  fact  that  Boston  is  the  center 
of  a  metropolitan  district  covering  approximately 
410  square  miles  and  embracing  a  population  of 
approximately  2,000,000.  Boston  as  the  center 
of  this  great  district  is  forced  to  maintain  a  police 
department  commensurate  with  tne  size  of  the 
district,  but  the  additional  expense  involved  is  a 
direct  burden  on  the  city  itself;  whereas,  in  the 
other  great  metropolitan  centers,  the  burden  is 
equitably  spread  over  the  entire  district. 

Per  Capita  Costs. 

The  additional  burden  which  the  taxpayers  of 
Boston  must  bear  because  of  the  metropolitan 
character  of  its  police  force  is  clearly  indicated 
when  the  per  capita  costs  of  maintaining  police 
departments  in  various  cities  of  the  country  are 
studied.  The  following  table  indicating  the  cost 
per  individual  inhabitant  in  seven  cities  of  the 
country  has  been  prepared  from  the  1930  budgets 
of  these  cities  on  file  in  my  office: 

St.  Paul,  Minn $2.58  per  capita 

Rochester,  N.  Y 3.63  per  capita 

Toledo,  Ohio 3.70  per  capita 

Pittsburgh,  Penn 4.31  per  capita 

Los  Angeles,  Cal 5.62  per  capita 

Detroit,  Mich 6.08  per  capita 

Boston,  Mass 7.86  per  capita 

In  view  of  the  very  evident  fact  displayed  in  the 
above  table,  it  is  difficult  to  consider  in  a  favor- 
able light  the  request  of  the  City  Council,  which, 
if  adopted,  would  increase  the  already  high  per 
capita  cost  of  maintaining  the  Boston  Police 
Department  by  approximately  $1. 

Uniform  Factor. 

When  all  the  factors  of  employment,  affecting 
patrolmen  in  the  various  cities  throughout  the 
country,  are  taken  into  consideration  the  maxi- 
mum pay  for  patrolmen  in  Boston  is  equivalent 
to  $2,200  per  annum.  Boston  is  one  of  the  few 
cities  of  the  country  that  furnishes  complete  uni- 
forms to  the  members  of  its  police  force  and  bears 
the  cost  of  repairing  and  replacing  clothing  ruined 
in  the  course  of  duty.  In  practically  every  other 
large  city  of  the  country  no  provision  is  made  in 
the  budget  for  furnishing  uniforms,  this  expense 
being  borne  by  the  men  themselves.  While  no 
exact  figures  are  availaole,  it  would,  nevertheless, 
appear  conservative  to  estimate  the  value  of  this 
privilege,  enjoyed  by  members  of  the  Boston 
Police  Force,  as  being  equivalent  to  a  cash  grant 
of  $100  per  year. 

The  highest  rate  of  pay,  to  my  knowledge,  in 
the  police  departments  adjacent  to  Boston,  in  the 
metropolitan  district,  is  $6  per  day  or  $2,190  per 
annum.     Members  of  these  departments,  however, 


are  required  to  furnish  their  own  uniforms.     Con- 
sequently the  maximum  for  patrolmen  in  Boston 
is  equivalent,  and  not,  as  it  is  sometimes  claimed, 
"below"  these  contiguous  cities. 
Respectfully, 

Charles  J.  Fox, 
Budget  Commissioner. 

Coun.  WILSON — Mr.  President,  with  reference 
to  that  message,  I  appreciate  the  fact  that  his 
Honor  the  Mayor  of  Boston  naturally  is  more 
closely  in  contact  with  the  budget  at  this  stage  of 
the  game  than  the  Council  can  possibly  be,  and 
I  also  appreciate  the  difficulties  under  which  he  is 
working  as  the  executive  of  any  great  city,  par- 
ticularly in  such  times  of  depression,  must  be 
working.  I  regret  that  it  will  be  impossible  for 
the  Police  Commissioner  and  the  Mayor  to  allow 
this  suggested  increase.  I  have  in  mind  also  that 
this  is  a  period  of  depression  and  that  there  is 
much  unemployment  and  crime,  variously  ascribed 
to  prohibition,  unemployment  and  other  reasons, 
and  1  also  have  in  mind  the  fact  that  by  reason  of 
that  fact  the  duties  of  the  average  member  of  the 
Police  Department  have  not  become  any  less 
exacting.  I  cannot  also  fail  to  have  in  mind  the 
example  set  by  members  of  the  Police  Depart- 
ment, from  the  rank  and  file  up,  of  helping  by 
freewill  offering  to  alleviate  present  conditions. 
Certainly  if  consideration  is  to  be  given  to  the 
recently  suggested  raise  for  the  Police  Commis- 
sioner, I  think  perhaps  the  same  theory  might 
follow  down  through  the  rest  of  the  department. 
1  do  certainly  trust  that  the  excellent  arguments 
of  the  Mayor,  as  applied  to  conditions  at  this 
time,  will  not  foreclose  later  consideration  of  the 
possibility  of  an  increase  to  the  men  in  the  depart- 
ment. Certainly  men  who  are  performing  their 
duty  so  well,  doing  such  an  excellent  job,  includ- 
ing the  head  of  the  department,  should  in  these 
hard  times  receive  an  increase. 

The  communication  was  placed  on  file. 


APPROPRIATION  FOR  BOARD  OF  ZONING 
ADJUSTMENT. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  February  2,  1931. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  beg  to  submit  herewith  order 
providing  for  an  appropriation  in  the  sum  of  five 
thousand  dollars  ($5,000)  to  be  expended  by  the 
Board  of  Zoning  Adjustment  in  the  conduct  of 
the  activities  of  that  department,  and  respectfully 
recommend  the  adoption  of  the  accompanying 
order. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 
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Ordered,  That  a  sum  not  in  excess  of  $5,000  be, 
and  the  same  hereby  is,  appropriated,  to  be 
expended  by  the  Board  of  Zoning  Adjustment, 
under  the  direction  of  the  Mayor,  in  the  prose- 
cution of  its  duties,  said  sum  to  be  charged  to  the 
Reserve  Fund,  when  made. 

Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 


DUNBAR  AVENUE   PLAYGROUND. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  February  2,  1931. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  beg  to  forward  herewith  com- 
munication received  from  the  School  Committee, 
the  same  constituting  a  reply  to  interrogatory 
submitted  by  your  honorable  body  with  reference 
to  Dunbar  Avenue  Playground. 

I  beg  further  to  state  that  in  conformity  with 
the  request  of  the  School  Committee  the  Corpora- 
tion Counsel  has  prepared  the  necessary  legis- 
lation and  submitted  the  same  to  the  Legislature 
for  action. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

The  School  Committee  of  the  City  of  Boston, 
January  27,  1931. 
Hon.  James  M.  Curley, 

Mayor  of  Boston. 

Dear  Sir, — Under  date  of  January  21  you  for- 
warded to  the  chairman  of  the  School  Committee, 
order  passed  by  the  City  Council  January  19, 
1931,  requesting  the  committee,  through  your 
Honor,  to  take  early  and  favorable  action  with 
reference  to  proposed  plans  for  an  adequate  play- 
ground in  Dunbar  avenue  district  of  Ward  17. 

At  last  evening's  conference,  the  committee 
directed  me  to  inform  your  Honor  that  the  com- 
mittee understands  that  Judge  Bilodeau  is  now 
preparing  or  has  prepared  a  petition  to  the  Legis- 
lature seeking  authority  to  transfer  such  portion 
of  the  Dunbar  avenue  lot  as  may  be  necessary 
to  provide  for  this  public  playground. 
Very  truly, 
Ellen  M.  Cronin,  Secretary. 

Placed  on  file. 


EVENING   OPENING   OF   LOCKER 
BUILDINGS. 
The  following  were  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  February  2,  1931 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  herewith  transmit  to  you  report 
from  William  P.  Long,  chairman  of  the  Park 
Commission,  regarding  your  request  to  keep  open 
the  locker  building  at  Franklin  Field  on  evenings 
until  10  p.  m.,  and  to  open  same  on  Sundays  at 
10  a.  m.  for  the  convenience  of  skaters.  This  is  in 
reply  to  your  order  of  January  19,  1931. 
Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Park  Department,  January  28,  1931. 
Hon.  James  M.  Curley, 

Mayor  of  Boston. 
Dear  Sir, — I  am  in  receipt  of  an  order  from  the 
City  Council  that  the  Park  Commission  be  re- 
quested, through  your  Honor,  to  keep  the  locker 
building  at  Franklin  Field  open  evenings  until 
10  p.  m.,  and  to  open  same  on  Sundays  at  10  a.  m. 
for  the  convenience  of  skaters. 

I  respectfully  beg  leave  to  state  that  the  locker 
building  at  the  present  time  is  kept  open  until 
10  p.  m.  and  at  times  later,  in  the  event  that 
necessity  requires. 

Very  truly  yours, 
William  P.  Long,  Chairman. 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  February  2,  1931. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  herewith  transmit  to  you  report 
from  William  P.  Long,  chairman  of  the  Park  Com- 
mission, regarding  your  request  to  have  the  build- 
ings in  the  various  playgrounds  throughout  the 


city  kept  open  until  10  o'clock  p.  m.  and  an  extra 
force  of  employees  put  on  at  5  o'clock  p.  m.     This 
is  in  reply  to  your  order  on  January  19,  1931. 
R  espectf  ully , 
James  M.  Curley',  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Park  Department,  January  28,  1931. 
Hon.  James  M.  Curley, 

Mayor  of  Boston. 
Dear  Sir, — I  am  in  receipt  of  an  order  from  the 
City  Council  that  the  Park  Commission  be  re- 
quested, through  your  Honor,  to  have  the  build- 
ings in  the  various  playgrounds  throughout  the 
city  kept  open  until  10  o'clock  p.  m.  and  an  extra 
force  of  employees  put  on  at  5  o'clock  p.  m. 

It  is  necessary  that  certain  buildings  such  as 
Franklin  Field  be  kept  open  until  10  o'clock  p.  m., 
but  there  is  no  necessity  for  the  smaller  play- 
grounds being  kept  open  after  9  p.  m.,  and  the 
department,  at  the  present  time,  is  functioning 
along  these  lines.  In  the  event  that  additional 
employees  are  necessary,  they  are  assigned  to  the 
playgrounds  that  require  additional  help. 
Very  respectfully  yours, 

William  P.  Long,  Chairman. 
Severally  placed  on  file. 


BUS   SERVICE   ON   ADAMS   STREET. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  February  2,  1931. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  herewith  transmit  to  you  report 
from  Edward  Dana,  General  Manager  of  the  Bos- 
ton Elevated  Railway,  regarding  your  request  to 
provide  improved  bus  service  along  Adams  street, 
Dorchester,  especially  during  the  rush  hours.  This 
is  in  reply  to  your  order  of  January  19,  1931. 
Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

Boston  Elevated  Railway, 

January  28,  1931. 
Hon.  James  M.  Curley, 

Mayor  of  Boston. 
Dear  Mr.  Mayor, — In  reply  to  your  letter  of 
January  21,  we  are  making  efforts  to  meet  the 
situation  satisfactorily  on  the  Adams  street  line  and 
have  the  situation  well  in  hand,  with  the  exception 
of  a  single  hour  of  the  day  when  we  are  handi- 
capped for  the  lack  of  opportunity,  as  elsewhere  on 
the  system,  to  carry  25  per  cent  standees.  During 
this  hour  we  are  now  operating  forty-one  trips  on 
the  line  with  a  minute  and  a  half  headway. 

I  assure  you  that  the  matter  will  be  followed  up. 
Very  truly  yours, 

Edward  Dana, 

Manager. 
Placed  on  file. 


IMPROVEMENTS  AT   CHARLESTOWN 

HEIGHTS. 
The  following  were  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  February  2,  1931. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  herewith  transmit  to  you  report 
from  William  P.  Long,  chairman  of  the  Park  Com- 
mission, regarding  the  advisibility  of  tearing  down 
the  building  on  Charlestown  Heights,  and  replacing 
same  with  a  modern  structure  containing  gymna- 
sium, shower  baths  and  auditorium.  This  is  in 
reply  to  your  order  of  January  19,  1931. 
Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Park  Department,  January,  28,  1931. 
Hon.  James  M.  Curley. 

Mayor  of  Boston. 
Dear  Sir, — I  am  in  receipt  of  an  order  from  the 
City  Council  that  the  Park  Commission  be  re- 
quested, through  your  Honor,  to  consider  the 
advisability  of  tearing  down  the  building  on 
Charlestown  Heights,  and  replacing  same  with  a 
modern  structure  containing  gymnasium,  shower 
paths  and  auditorium. 

A  building  of  this  type  would  cost  in  the  vicinity 
of  $400,000.    Furthermore,  the  land  was  taken  for 
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playground  purposes  and  to  use  same  for  a  munic- 
ipal building  such  as  the  one  requested  would 
necessitate  an  act  of  Legislature. 

Very  respectfully  yours, 

William  P.  Long,  Chairman. 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  February  2,  1931. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  herewith  transmit  to  you  report 
from  William  P.  Long,  chairman  of  the  Park 
Commission,  regarding  the  $12,500  appropriation 
for  building  repairs  at  Charlestown  Heights.  This 
is  in  reply  to  your  order  of  January  5,  1931. 
Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Park  Department,  January  9,  1931. 
Hon.  James  M.  Curley, 

Mayor  of  Boston. 
Dear  Sir, — I  have  an  order  from  the  City 
Council  asking  when  and  how  the  $12,500  set 
aside  by  the  Special  Committee  on  Playgrounds 
for  building  repairs  at  Charlestown  Heights  is  to 
be  expended. 

I  regret  to  inform  you  that  no  such  appropria- 
tion was  ever  authorized  by  the  former  Mayor. 
Very  respectfully  yours, 
William  P.  Long,  Chairman. 
Severally  placed  on  file. 


REPORTS  FROM   TRAFFIC   COMMIS- 
SIONER ON  VARIOUS  TRAFFIC 
SIGNALS. 

The  following  were  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  February  2,  1931. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — 1  herewith  transmit  to  you  report 
from  Hon.  Joseph  A.  Conry,  Traffic  Commissioner, 
with  reference  to  your  request  to  install  a  traffic 
signal  system  on  Seaver  street,  between  Egleston 
square  and  Columbia  road.  This  is  in  reply  to 
your  order  of  January  12,  1931. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

Boston  Traffic  Commission, 
154  Berkeley  Street,  January  30,  1931. 
Hon.  James  M.  Curley, 

Mayor  of  Boston. 
Dear  Sir, — I  am  returning  herewith  City  Council 
order  dated  January  12,  1931,  reading  aB  follows: 

"Ordered,  That  the  Traffic  Commissioner  be 
requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  install 
a  traffic  signal  system  on  Seaver  street,  Ward  12, 
between  Egleston  square  and  Columbia  road." 

The  Traffic  Commission  is  without  funds  to 
install  such  a  lengthy  system  at  this  time.  How- 
ever, it  is  contemplated  that  a  signal  be  installed 
at  the  intersection  of  Blue  Hill  avenue  and  Seaver 
street  and  another  one  on  Seaver  street  and  Egleston 
square,  being  the  most  important  intersections 
within  the  area  mentioned. 

Respectfully  yours, 
Joseph  A.  Conry,  Commissioner. 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  February  2,  1931. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  herewith  transmit  to  you  report 
from  Hon.  Joseph  A.  Conry,  Traffic  Commissioner, 
regarding  your  request  for  a  traffic  signal  on  Blue 
Hill  avenue,  from  Grove  Hall  to  Mattapan  square. 
This  is  in  reply  to  your  order  of  January  12,  1931. 
Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

Boston  Traffic  Commission, 
154  Berkeley  Street,  January  30,  1931. 
Hon.  James  M.  Curley, 

Mayor  of  Boston. 
Dear  Sir, — I  am  returning  herewith  City  Council 
order  dated  January  12,  1931,  reading  as  follows: 
"Ordered,  That  the  Traffic  Commissioner  be 
requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  install 
an  automatic  traffic  signal  system  on  Blue  Hill 
avenue,  from  Grove  Hall  to  Mattapan  square." 

The  Traffic  Commission  is  without  funds  to 
install  such  a  lengthy  system  at  this  time.  How- 
ever, it  is  contemplated  that  a  signal  be  installed 
at  the  intersection  of  Blue  Hill  avenue  and  Seaver 


street,  Blue  Hill  avenue  and  Columbia  road  and 
Blue  Hill  avenue  and  Morton  street,  these  being  the 
most  important  intersections  within  the  area 
mentioned. 

Respectfully  yours, 
Joseph  A.  Conry,  Commissioner. 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  February  2,  1931. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — 1  herewith  transmit  to  you  report 
from  Hon.  Joseph  A.  Conry,  Traffic  Commissioner, 
regarding  your  request  to  install  an  automatic 
traffic  signal  at  junction  of  Washington  street  and 
Market  street  and  Chestnut  Hill  avenue.  This  is 
in  reply  to  your  order  of  January  12,  1931. 
Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

Boston  Traffic  Commission, 
154  Berkeley  Street,  January  30,  1931. 
Hon.  James  M.  Curley, 

Mayor  of  Boston. 
Dear  Sir, — I  am  returning  herewith  City  Coun- 
cil order  dated  January  12,  1931,  as  follows: 

"Ordered,  That  the  Boston  Traffic  Commission 
be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to 
install  an  automatic  traffic  signal  at  the  junction 
of  Washington  street,  Market  street  and  Chestnut 
Hill  avenue,  Ward  22." 

It  is  desirable  that  signals  be  installed  at  this 
intersection  but  the  Traffic  Commission  is  without 
funds  at  the  present  time  to  make  this  installation. 
Respectfully  yours, 
Joseph  A.  Conry,  Commissioner. 
Severally  placed  on  file. 


MOTHERS'      REST,     WELLINGTON      HILL 
SECTION. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  February  2,  1931. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  herewith  transmit  to  you  report 
from  William  P.  Long,  chairman  of  the  Park 
Commission,  with  reference  to  your  request  as  to  a 
probable  site  and  the  cost  of  establishing  a  mothers' 
rest  in  the  Wellington  Hill  section  of  Ward  14. 
This  is  in  reply  to  your  order  of  January  12,  1931. 
Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Park  Department,  January  27,  1931. 
Hon.  James  M.  Curley, 

Mayor  of  Boston. 

Dear  Sir, — I  have  an  order  from  the  City  Council 
that  the  Park  Commission  be  requested  to  make  a 
study  and  report  to  the  City  Council  as  to  a 
probable  site  and  the  cost  of  establishing  a  mothers' 
rest  in  the  Wellington  Hill  section  of  Ward  14. 

In  1924  there  was  a  petition  from  the  residents 
of  the  Mattapan  district  requesting  that  the 
money  appropriated  for  park  purposes  in  that 
section  of  the  city  be  used  in  purchasing  and  laying 
out  a  playground  on  the  top  of  Wellington  Hill. 
The  City  Planning  Board  at  that  time  recom- 
mended that  no  action  be  taken. 

Since  that  time  the  City  Planning  Board  has 
recommended  that  the  area  on  the  top  of  Welling- 
ton Hill  be  acquired  for  park  or  playground  pur- 
poses. 

The  largest  part  of  this  area  has  now  been  sold 
and  at  the  present  time  Mr.  Holbrook,  the  former 
owner,  states  that  there  are  only  four  lots  of  land 
available.  This  amount  of  land  is  not  sufficient 
for  a  park  or  mothers'  rest. 

The  department  has  playgrounds  or  land  avail- 
able for  such  in  the  immediate  vicinity,  as  follows: 
Franklin  Field,  Norfolk  street  and  Almont  street. 

There  is  no  question  but  what  the  top  of  Welling- 
ton Hill  would  be  a  very  desirable  site  for  a  mothers' 
rest.  It  is  one  of  the  highest  points  of  land  in  the 
Dorchester  district  and  if  the  land  and  money 
were  available,  I  would  be  very  pleased  to  recom- 
mend a  mothers'  rest  at  this  point. 

An  appropriation  of  $50,000  would  be  necessary 
to  purchase  the  land  required  and  to  develop  the 
same. 

Very  respectfully  yours, 

William  P.  Long,  Chairman. 

Placed  on  file. 
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OJLTY    COUNCIL. 


TEMPORARY       SHELTER       AT       PUBLIC 
GARDEN. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  February  2,  1931. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  herewith  transmit  to  you  report 
from  William  P.  Long,  chairman  of  the  Park 
Commisison,  in  reference  to  request  to  provide  a 
temporary  shelter  at  the  Public  Garden  for  the  use 
of  the  skaters.  This  in  reply  to  your  order  of 
January  19,  1931. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curlet,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Park  Department,  January  28,  1931. 
Hon.  James  M.  Curley, 

Mayor  of  Boston. 
Dear  Sir, — I  am  in  receipt  of  an  order  from  the 
City  Council  that  the  Park  Commission  be  re- 
quested   to   provide   a    temporary   shelter   at   the 
Public  Garden  for  the  use  of  the  skaters. 

I  regret  to  inform  you  I  have  made  no  such 
provision  in  my  budget  for  the  year  1931.  I  will, 
however,  try  and  make  arrangements  to  place  a 
temporary  shelter  on  wheels  which  will  provide 
for  certain  checking  facilities. 

Very  respectfully  yours, 
William  P.  Long,  Chairman. 
Placed  on  file. 


APPOINTMENTS   BY   THE   MAYOR. 

Subject  to  confirmation  by  the  Council  the 
Mayor  submitted  appointments  for  the  term  end- 
ing April  30,  1931,  viz.: 

Constables:  Sheppard  M.  Epstein,  26  Elm  Hill 
park,  Boston,  Mass. ;  Isidor  Baitler,  37  Alpha  road, 
Dorchester,  Mass.;  Morris  M.  Bloomfield,  94 
Williston  road,  Brighton,  Mass. 

Weighers  of  Coal:  Lawrence  J.  Hartigan, 
167  Broadway,  Somerville,  Mass. ;  John  E.  Trull, 
89  Mishawum  road,  Woburn,  Mass. ;  Joseph  B. 
Steinberg,  39  Baird  street,  Dorchester. 

Severally  laid  over  a  week  under  the  law. 


ORDINANCE   CONCERNING   HEALTH 

DEPARTMENT. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  February  2,  1931. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — In  the  Revised  Ordinances  of  1925, 
the  following  divisions  were  established  in  the 
Health  Department,  each  in  charge  of  a  deputy 
commissioner,  viz.,  Medical,  Child  Hygiene,  Sani- 
tary, Food  Inspection,  Laboratory,  and  Vital 
Statistics.  Since  that  time  there  have  been  added 
to  the  department  the  duties  formerly  performed 
by  the  Conservation  Bureau  and  by  the  Out- 
Patient  Division  of  the  Boston  Sanatorium  Depart- 
ment. The  commissioner  has  placed  deputies  in 
charge  of  this  additional  work,  and  in  order  that 
the  divisions  set  forth  in  the  ordinances  may  cor- 
respond with  the  divisions  set  up  by  the  com- 
missioner, I  recommend  the  passage  of  the  accom- 
panying ordinance. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Cubley,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston. 

In  the  Year  Nineteen  Hundred  and  Thirty-One. 

An  Ordinance  Concerning  the  Health  Department. 

Be  it  ordained  by  the  City  Council  of  Boston,  as 

follows: 

Chapter  sixteen  of  the  Revised  Ordinances  of 
1925,  as  affected  by  chapter  three  of  the  Ordinances 
of  1926  and  chapter  one  of  the  Ordinances  of  1927, 
is  hereby  amended  in  section  two  by  striking  out 
the  first  sentence  in  said  section  and  inserting  in 
place  thereof  the  following: 

"The  health  commissioner  shall  establish  the 
following  divisions  of  the  health  department: 
medical  division,  child  hygiene  division,  sanitary 
division,  food  inspection  division,  laboratory  divi- 
sion, vital  statistics  division,  communicable  dis- 
eases division,  and  tuberculosis  division." 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Ordinances. 


FIVE-YEAR   SETTLEMENT. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  February  2,  1931. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  herewith  transmit  to  you  report 
from  the  Overseers  of  the  Public  Welfare  Depart- 
ment with  reference  to  your  inquiry  regarding  the 
five-year  settlement.  This  is  in  reply  to  your 
order  of  January  19,  1931. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Overseers  of  the  Public  Welfare, 

January  27,  1931. 
Boston  City  Council, 

City  Hall,  Boston. 
Gentlemen, — His  Honor  has  turned  over  the 
order  requesting  information  as  to  what  provision 
is  made  for  persons  needing  relief  who  have  not 
established  a  five-year  settlement  in  Boston.  I 
wish  to  state  that  all  people  applying  to  this  office 
are  aided  whether  settled  in  Boston  or  elsewhere. 
If  this  settlement  is  not  in  Boston,  this  department 
is  reimbursed  from  the  city  where  the  settlement 
is,  or  where  there  is  no  settlement,  from  the  state. 
Secondly,  the  aid  for  single  men  and  women 
with  or  without  dependents  is  given  according  to 
our  budget;  but  everyone  applying  in  need  is 
aided. 

Very  sincerely, 
Samuel  Hecht,  Chairman. 
Placed  on  file. 


INFORMATION   AS    TO    SICK    CHILDREN, 
ETC. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  February  2,  1931. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  herewith  transmit  to  you  report 
from  John  J.  Lydon,  Commissioner  of  the  Soldiers' 
Relief  Department,  regarding  your  request  as  to 
method  of  handling  of  cases  when  children  of 
widows  of  veterans  are  sick.  This  is  in  reply  to 
your  order  of  January  26,  1931. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Soldiers'  Relief  Department, 

January  30,  1931. 
Hon.  James  M.  Curley, 

Mayor  of  Boston. 
Dear  Mr.  Mayor, — The  following  order  has  been 
referred  to  me  for  consideration:  "Ordered,  That 
the  Soldiers'  Relief  Commissioner,  through  his 
Honor  the  Mayor,  report  on  the  procedure  he  fol- 
lows relating  to  cases  where  children  of  widows  of 
veterans  take  sick  during  the  night  hours,  a  doctor 
is  called,  and  the  Soldiers'  Relief  Department 
asked  to  pay  the  medical  charge." 

Presuming  that  the  City  Council  refers  to  chil- 
dren of  widows  of  veterans  who  are  on  our  rolls, 
and  if  that  is  so,  I  will  state  that  this  department 
endeavors,  at  all  times,  to  provide  medical  treat- 
ment for  families  carried  by  us,  but  at  all  times 
we  insist   that   the   facilities   of   the  Boston   City 
Hospital  be  used.     The  circumstances  surround- 
ing each  individual  case  governs  the  action  of  the 
commissioner,  but  I  know  of  no  case  where  this 
department  has  failed  to  provide  proper  medical 
treatment  for  the  children  of  widows  of  veterans 
who  are  carried  on  the  rolls  of  this  department. 
Respectfully, 
John  J.  Lydon,  Commissioner. 
Placed  on  file. 


NAMES  OF  VETERANS  STRICKEN  FROM 
ROLL. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  February  2,  1931. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  herewith  transmit  to  you  report 
from  John  J.  Lydon,  Soldiers'  Relief  Commissioner, 
regarding  procedure  he  follows  relating  to  the 
cases  of  veterans  whose  names  have,  for  some  reason 
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or  other,  been  stricken  from  his  rolls.     This  is  in 
reply  to  your  order  of  January  26,  1931. 
Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 

Soldiers'  Relief  Department,  January  30,  1931. 
Hon.  James  M.  Curley, 

Mayor  of  Boston. 

Dear  Mr.  Mayor, — The  following  order  of  the 
Boston  City  Council  was  referred  to  me  for  my 
attention: 

"Ordered,  That  the  Soldiers'  Relief  Commis- 
sioner through  his  Honor  the  Mayor  report  on  the 
procedure  he  follows  relating  to  the  cases  of  veterans 
whose  names  have,  for  some  reason  or  other,  been 
stricken  from  his  rolls." 

Owing  to  the  ambiguity  of  the  order  it  is  impos- 
sible for  me  to  answer  this  order.  If  the  Council 
wants  to  know  what  we  do  after  we  reject  a  veteran 
under  the  law,  I  will  state  that  we  endeavor  to  find 
employment  for  him,  and  if  he  feels  that  the 
decision  of  the  commissioner  is  not  a  proper  one, 
the  veteran  is  told  that  he  has  a  right  to  appeal  to 
the  Commissioner  of  State  Aid  and  Pensions  at  the 
State  House,  Boston. 

Possibly  this  answers  the  question,  but  if  it 
does  not,  the  commissioner  will  be  pleased  at  any 
time  to  have  the  members  of  the  Council  call  at  the 
Soldiers'  Relief  Department  and  discuss  in  detail 
the  policies  and  procedure  of  the  department. 
Respectfully, 
John  J.  Lydon,  Commissioner. 

Placed  on  file. 


PETITIONS   REFERRED. 

The  following  petitions  were  received  and  re- 
ferred to  the  committees  named,  viz.: 

Claims. 

John  W.  Adams,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  an  alleged  defect  in  sidewalk  in  front 
of  Fallon  Field. 

Henry  C.  Colle,  for  compensation  for  damage  to 
car  by  ladder  truck  No.  30. 

John  A.  Colle,  for  compensation  for  damage  to 
taxicab  by  ladder  truck  No.  30. 

Mary  C.  and  James  E.  Coyne,  Jr.,  for  com- 
pensation for  damage  to  property  at  33  Brook 
street,  caused  by  water  backing  into  cellar. 

P.  W.  Freeman,  for  compensation  for  damage  to 
car  by  dump  cart. 

Alfredo  Gidari,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
received  on  East  Boston  Ferry. 

Martin  E.  Green,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  an  alleged  defect  at  9  Nassau  street. 

M.  J.  Keenan,  for  refund  on  unused  refuse 
tickets. 

Mary  A.  Leichtman,  for  compensation  for  in- 
juries caused  by  fall  on  steps  of  Roxbury  Court- 
house. 

Edward  C.  Murphy,  for.  compensation  for 
damage  to  taxicab  caused  by  city  truck. 

Joseph  O'Neill,  for  compensation  for  damage  to 
car  caused  by  city  car. 

William  F.  Ryan,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  city  truck. 

Ella  G.  Schefner,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  an  alleged  defect  in  Central  street. 

Sarah  E.  Wiggin,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  an  alleged  defect  at  84  Gardner  street. 

Barbara  Wright,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  an  alleged  defect  at  463  Geneva  avenue. 

Executive. 

Catherine  F.  Riley,  to  be  paid  an  annuity  on 
account  of  death  of  her  husband,  Michael  Riley, 
late  a  member  of  the  Fire  Department. 

Petitions  for  children  under  fifteen  years  of  age 
to  appear  at  places  of  public  amusements,  viz.: 

Anne  Marie  V.  Casey,  South  Boston  Municipal 
Building,  February  10. 


FENCE   AT   FANEUIL   STATION. 

Notice  was  received  from  the  Department  of 
Public  Utilities  that  the  Boston  &  Albany  Rail- 
road on  January  15,  1931,  advised  the  Depart- 
ment that  it  would  enclose  its  right  of  way  on 
north  side  between  North  Beacon  street  and 
Parsons  street  in  Brighton,  in  vicinity  of  Faneuil 


station,  as  requested  by  an  order  passed  by  the 
City     Council     and     submitted     by     Councilor 
Gallagher. 
Placed  on  fUe. 

FINANCE   REPORTS. 

Coun.  BUSH,  for  the  Committee  on  Finance, 
submitted  reports  as  follows,  and  said: 

May  I  make  a  short  statement  before  the  clerk 
reads  the  reports  and  orders  1  have  submitted? 
1  do  not  want  to  take  up  the  time  of  the  body  in 
explaining  each  order  separately.  However,  I  am 
glad  to  answer  any  questions  relative  to  any  of  the 
orders  which  are  about  to  be  read  by  the  clerk 
and  will  do  my  best  to  give  the  information  that 
may  be  desired  by  the  members  interested. 

The  reports  submitted  were  as  follows: 

Report  on  order  for  a  loan  of  S1,000,000  to  be 
expended  under  direction  of  Commissioner  of 
Public  Works  for  Sewerage  Works — that  same 
ought  to  pass. 

Report  on  order  for  a  loan  of  $200,000  to  be 
expended  under  direction  of  Institutions  Commis- 
sioner for  Recreation  Building,  Long  Island  Hos- 
pital, Establishment  of — that  same  ought  to  pass. 

Report  on  order  for  a  loan  of  $43,000  to  be 
expended  by  Trustees  of  Boston  City  Hospital  for 
Electrical  Distribution  Centre,  Establishment  of — 
that  same  ought  to  pass. 

Report  on  order  for  a  loan  of  $43,000  to  be 
expended  by  Trustees  of  Boston  City  Hospital  for 
Electrical  Distribution  Center,  Establishment  of, 
and  that  bonds  or  certificates  of  indebtedness  be 
issued  outside  the  debt  limit — that  same  ought  to 
pass. 

Report  on  order  for  a  loan  of  $37,000  to  be 
expended  by  Trustees  of  Boston  City  Hospital  for 
Children's  Pavilion — that  same  ought  to  pass. 

Report  on  order  for  a  loan  of  $37,000  to  be 
expended  by  Trustees  of  Boston  City  Hospital  for 
Children's  Pavilion,  bonds  or  certificates  of  in- 
debtedness to  be  issued  outside  the  debt  limit — 
that  same  ought  to  pass. 

Report  on  order  for  a  loan  of  $42,000  to  be 
expended  by  Trustees  of  Boston  City  Hospital  for 
Burnham  Memorial  Building,  Remodeling,  etc. — 
that  same  ought  to  pass. 

Report  on  order  for  a  loan  of  $42,000  to  be 
expended  by  Trustees  of  Boston  City  Hospital  for 
Burnham  Memorial  Building,  Remodeling,  bonds 
or  certificates  of  indebtedness  to  be  issued  outside 
of  debt  limit — that  same  ought  to  pass. 

Report  on  order  for  a  loan  of  $148,000  to  be 
expended  by  Trustees  of  Boston  City  Hospital 
for  Kitchen  Building,  etc. — that  same  ought  to 
pass. 

Report  on  order  for  a  loan  of  $148,000  to  be 
expended  by  Trustees  of  Boston  City  Hospital  for 
Kitchen  Building,  bonds  or  certificates  of  indebted- 
ness to  be  issued  outside  debt  limit — that  same 
ought  to  pass. 

Report  on  order  for  a  loan  of  $6,000  to  be 
expended  by  Trustees  of  Boston  City  Hospital 
for  Laundry  Building — that  same  ought  to  pass. 

Report  on  order  for  a  loan  of  $6,000  to  be 
expended  by  Trustees  of  Boston  City  Hospital 
for  Laundry  Building,  bonds  or  certificates  of 
indebtedness  to  be  issued  outside  the  debt  limit — 
that  same  ought  to  pass. 

Report  on  order  for  a  loan  of  $15,000  to  be 
expended  by  Trustees  of  Boston  City  Hospital  for 
New  Ambulance  Station — that  same  ought  to 
pass. 

Report  on  order  for  a  loan  of  $15,000  to  be 
expended  by  Trustees  of  Boston  City  Hospital 
for  New  Ambulance  Station,  bonds  or  certificates 
of  indebtedness  to  be  issued  outside  the  debt  limit 
— that  same  ought  to  pass. 

Report  on  order  for  a  loan  of  $30,000  to  be 
expended  by  Trustees  of  Boston  City  Hospital 
for  Old  Laundry  Building,  Remodeling,  etc. — 
that  same  ought  to  pass. 

Report  on  order  for  a  loan  of  $30,000  to  be 
expended  by  Trustees  of  Boston  City  Hospital  for 
Old  Laundry  Building,  Remodeling,  bonds  or 
certificates  of  indebtedness  to  be  issued  outside 
debt  limit — that  same  ought  to  pass. 

Report  on  order  for  a  loan  of  $46,000  to  be 
expended  by  Trustees  of  Boston  City  Hospital 
for  Kitchen  Building,  Equipment,  etc. — that  same 
ought  to  pass. 

Report  on  order  for  a  loan  of  $125,000  to  be 
expended  by  Trustees  of  Boston  City  Hospital  for 
Laundry  Buildinc;,  Equipment,  etc. — that  same 
ought  to  pass. 
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CITY  COUNCIL. 


Report  on  order  for  a  loan  of  $200,000  to  be 
expended  under  direction  of  Library  Trustee3 
for  Branch  Libraries — that  same  ought  to  pass. 

Coun.  RUBY — Mr.  President,  I  would  move 
that  the  orders  be  acted  on  collectively. 

Coun.  CURTIS— Mr.  President,  I  would  rise 
to  a  point  of  information.  Are  these  the  same 
orders,  as  affecting  the  City  Hospital,  or  different 
orders,  from  those  we  acted  upon  last  week? 

Coun.  BUSH — They  are  not  the  same  orders. 
I  believe  that  no  City  Hospital  orders  were  acted 
upon  last  week. 

Coun.  CURTIS — Well,  as  I  remember,  they  were 
submitted  by  the  Mayor  but  not  reported  to  the 
Council  last  week.  This  is  a  series  of  orders, 
some  inside  and  some  outside  the  debt  limit,  to 
carry  out  a  part  of  the  original  three  and  a  half 
million  dollar  program  of  building  up  the  group 
of  buildings  at  the  City  Hospital.  These  addi- 
tional amounts  are  amounts  necessary  because  of 
change  of  plan.  But  we  did  not  have  any  of 
these  orders  last  week  —  in  fact,  had  no  orders 
affecting  the  City  Hospital  last  week  at  all. 

The  orders  were  given  their  first  reading  and 
passage,  yeas  20,  nays  0,  viz.: 

Coun.  BUSH — Mr.  President,  I  ask  unanimous 
consent  to  make  a  statement. 

Chairman  GALLAGHER — Hearing  no  objec- 
tion, the  Councilor  may  proceed. 

Coun.  BUSH — In  these  times,  Mr.  President, 
when  there  are  so  many  occasions  when  the 
Council  is  condemned  for  both  sins  of  omission 
and  commission,  a  word  of  praise  now  and  then 
conveys  a  little  balm  to  our  hearts.  Having  re- 
ceived, as  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Finance, 
a  communication  from  the  president  of  the  Board 
of  Trustees  of  the  Public  Library,  I  should  like 
to  read  it  and  have  it  made  a  part  of  the  record. 
It  grows  out  of  our  action  on  the  library  loan 
order,  Mr.  President,  in  connection  with  which 
the  President  of  the  Trustees  appeared  before  our 
committee.  He  subsequently  wrote  me  this 
letter,  which  I  have  just  found  in  my  mail  box, 
being  addressed  to  me: 

January  29,  1931. 

"Dear  Mr.  Bush, — For  myself  and  my  col- 
leagues of  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  the  Public 
Library,  I  wish  to  thank  you  for  the  courteous 
consideration  which  you  and  the  other  members 
of  the  Finance  Committee  gave  this  afternoon  to 
the  question  of  two  new  branch  libraries.  Indi- 
vidually and  collectively  the  City  Council  has 
always  been  most  fair,  courteous  and  sympathetic 
in  its  relations  with  the  Library  Department. 
Since  becoming  President  of  the  Board,  I  have 
never  received  an  improper  request  from  a  council- 
man, directly  or  indirectly.  When  councilmen 
have  been  requested  by  constituents  to  interest 
themselves  in  some  library  problem,  invariably 
the  matter  has  been  considered  on  its  merits  both 
by  the  councilmen  and  the  trustees.  Indeed,  it 
is  a  pleasure  to  do  business  with  the  Council. 
Yours  truly,. 

F.  W.  Buxton." 

Report  on  order  (referred  January  19)  for  a 
loan  of  $30,000  for  Children's  Playground  in 
vicinity  of  Kimball  and  Greenwich  streets,  Ward 
15 — that  same  ought  to  pass. 

Report  on  order  (referred  December  15,  1930) 
for  a  loan  of  $40,000  for  Erection  of  Concrete 
Bleachers  on  Ronan  Park,  Ward  15 — that  same 
ought  to  pass. 

The  reports  were  accepted  and  the  orders  passed 
under  suspension  of  the  rule,  yeas  19,  nay — Coun. 
Lynch — 1. 


REPORT  OF  COMMITTEE   ON  COUNTY 
ACCOUNTS. 

Coun.  FITZGERALD,  for  the  Committee  on 
County  Accounts,  submitted  report  on  communica- 
tion (referred  January  5)  from  the  Justice  of  the 
Municipal  Court,  Roxbury  District,  relative  to  the 
appointment  of  Elizabeth  D.  Kingston  as  a  pro- 
bation officer  of  said  Court,  recommending  passage 
of  the  accompanying  order,  viz.: 

Ordered,  That  the  salary  of  the  additional  pro- 
bation officer  for  the  Municipal  Court  of  the 
Roxbury  District,  as  determined  by  the  Justice 
of  said  court,  viz.,  Elizabeth  D.  Kingston,  two 
thousand  five  hundred  dollars  per  annum,  be,  and 
the  same  hereby  is,  approved,  to  take  effect 
February  1,  1931. 

Report  accepted;  said  order  passed. 


MUNICIPAL  BUILDING,  FIELDS  CORNER 
SECTION. 
Coun.  FISH  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,   That  the  sum  of  five  hundred  thou- 
sand dollars  be,  and  the  same  hereby  is,  appro- 
§riated,  to  be  expended  under  the  direction  of  the 
uperintendent  of  Public  Buildings  for  the  pur- 
chase of  land  and  erection  of  a  municipal  building 
in  the  Fields  Corner  section  of  Dorchester;  and 
that  to  meet  such  expense  the  City  Treasurer  be 
authorized  to  issue,  from  time  to  time,  at  the  re- 
quest of  the  Mayor,  bonds  or  certificates  of  in- 
debtedness of  the  city  to  said  amount. 
Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 


JOHN   J.    CONNOLLY   PLAYGROUND. 

Coun.  ENGLERT  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  twenty-five  thousand 
dollars  be,  and  the  same  hereby  is,  appropriated, 
to  be  expended  under  the  direction  of  the  Park 
Commission  for  the  removal  of  a  ledge  on  the 
John  J.  Connolly  Playground,  Ward  11;  and  that 
to  meet  such  expense  the  City  Treasurer  be 
authorized  to  issue,  from  time  to  time,  at  the 
request  of  the  Mayor,  bonds  or  certificates  of  in- 
debtedness of  the  city  to  said  amount. 

Coun.  ENGLERT— Mr.  President,  in  introduc- 
ing this  order  I  might  simply  say  that  for  the 
past  thirty  or  forty  years,  from  information  which 
I  have  received,  this  so-called  rock  or  ledge, 
which  is  100  feet  square  and  20  feet  high,  has  been 
a  cause  of  accidents  to  many  children  in  that 
part  of  the  district.  When  the  Park  Commis- 
sioner happened  to  be  here  two  or  three  weeks 
ago,  I  took  up  with  him  the  matter  of  flooding 
the  John  J.  Connolly  Playground,  but  I  have 
received  a  letter  from  him  saying  that  he  could 
not  flood  the  playground  because  the  water  would 
flow  down  into  the  city  yard.  So  I  hope  that 
when  work  is  done  in  connection  with  this  plav- 
ground  they  will  make  arrangements  so  that  it 
can  be  flooded. 

The  order  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Finance. 


PROPOSED    RETIREMENT    OF    GUISEPPE 
MORANDI. 
Coun.  DONOVAN  offered  the  following: 
Resolved,  That  the  Boston  City  Council  favors 
the  enactment  of  legislation  authorizing  the  City 
of  Boston  to  retire  and  pension  Guiseppe  Morandi. 
Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


MUNICIPAL    BUILDING,    CHARLESTOWN. 
Coun.  GREEN  offered  the  following: 
Resolved,    That   the   City   Council   of   Boston 
favors   the   enactment   of   legislation   authorizing 
the  city  to  borrow  money  for  a  municipal  building 
in  the  Charlestown  district  of  said  city. 
Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


PROPOSED   REINSTATEMENT  OF 
CHARLES  S.  CARROLL. 
Coun.  GREEN  offered  the  following: 
Resolved,    That   the   City   Council   of   Boston 
favors    the    enactment   of   legislation    authorizing 
the   reinstatement   of   Charles   S.    Carroll   in    the 
clerical  service  of  the  Fire  Department  of  said 
city. 
Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


PROPOSED  EXTENSION  OF  WASHINGTON 
STREET   TUNNEL. 
Coun.  GREEN  offered  the  following: 
Resolved,   That  the    City    Council  of  Boston 
favors    the    enactment    of   legislation    authorizing 
the  city  to  borrow  money  for  the  extension  of  the 
Washington  Street  Tunnel  to  Sullivan  square,  in 
u     Charlestown  district,  and  for  the  removal  of 
the  Elevated  structure  in  said  district. 
Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


FEBRUARY    2,    3  931. 
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PROPOSED   REINSTATEMENT   OF 
WILLIAM  A.  FALLON. 
Coun.  GREEN  offered  the  following: 
Resolved,    That    the    City    Council    of    Boston 
favors   the   enactment    of   legislation   authorizing 
the  reinstatement  of  William  A.  Fallon  as  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Fire  Department  of  said  city. 
Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


HIGHWAY    FROM    CITY    SQUARE    TO 
SULLIVAN   SQUARE. 

Coun.  GREEN  offered  the  following: 
Resolved,  That  the  City  Council  of  Boston 
hereby  approves  the  enactment  of  legislation  to 
authorize  the  borrowing  of  money  for  the  con- 
struction of  a  highway  from  City  square  to  Sullivan 
square,  Charlestown  district. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


ANNUITY  TO  WIDOW  OF  JOHN  J. 
CARMODY. 
Coun.  GREEN  offered  the  following: 
Resolved,    That    the    City    Council    of    Boston 
hereby  approves  the  enactment  of  legislation  to 
authorize  the  payment  of  an  annuity  to  the  widow 
of   John   J.    Carmody,    on    account   of   his   death 
while  a  member  of  the  Fire  Department  of  said 
city. 
Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


ADDITION  TO  MATTAPAN  SANATORIUM. 

Coun.  GREEN  and  RUBY  offered  the  following: 
Resolved,  That  the  City  Council  of  Boston 
favors  the  enactment  of  legislation  authorizing  the 
city  to  borrow  money  for  an  additional  building  at 
the  Sanatorium  in  the  Mattapan  district  of  said 
city. 
Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


PROPOSED   TRAFFIC   CIRCLE. 

Coun.  CURTIS  and  FITZGERALD  offered  the 
following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Board  of  Street  Commis- 
sioners be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor, 
to  consider  further  whether  the  roadway  around 
the  proposed  traffic  circle  at  the  Boston  end  of  the 
Longfellow  Bridge  should  not  be  fifty  feet  as 
originally  planned  instead  of  forty  feet  as  now 
proposed;  and  whether  the  space  between  the 
proposed  new  roadways  running  from  that  point 
to  the  Boston  end  of  the  Charles  River  Dam  should 
not  be  forty  feet  as  originally  planned  instead  of 
twenty  feet  as  now  proposed;  and  that  they  be 
further  requested  to  advise  the  City  Council 
whether  there  is  any  serious  objection  now  to 
carrying  out  the  plan  with  these  wider  provisions. 

Coun.  CURTIS — Mr.  President,  this  is  a  joint 
order,  offered  by  Councilor  Fitzgerald  and  myself, 
this  traffic  circle  being  on  the  boundary  between 
Wards  3  and  5.  A  good  many  people  in  the 
district  1  represent  feel  very  strongly  in  the  matter. 
They  will  be  using  these  roadways  and  this  traffic 
circle.  The  story  is  that  when  the  plan  was  laid 
out  by  the  City  Planning  Board  downstairs  they 
had  a  provision  for  a  50-foot  roadway  around  the 
traffic  circle  at  the  Boston  end  of  the  Longfellow 
Bridge.  But  that  has  now  been  reduced  to  a 
40-foot  roadway.  It  was  also  planned  that  there 
should  be  a  double  roadway  running  from  that 
point  down  to  the  Charles  River  Dam,  and  it  was 
originally  proposed  that  the  space  between  the 
two  roads  should  be  40  feet  wide.  That  space 
has  now  been  cut  down  to  20  feet.  I  think  this  is 
a  matter  of  great  importance.  It  is  a  splendid 
improvement,  and  should  be  properly  carried  out. 
I  think  we  should  look  to  the  future  as  well  as  to 
the  present.  Now  is  the  time  to  do  this  right. 
There  is  a  lot  of  money  being  spent  here,  and  it 
seems  perfectly  plain  that  the  roadway  around  the 
traffic  circle  should  be  50  feet  wide,  as  originally 
planned,  or  as  wide  as  they  can  properly  make  it. 
There  is  a  good  deal  of  traffic  that  might  go  by 
that  way  now,  but  people  realize  that  they  will  be 
tied  up  when  they  get  there,  and  so  they  go  about 


some  other  way.  If  it  is  properly  carried  out, 
when  completed  it  will  attract  a  great  deal  more 
driving  there.  It  certainly  seems  important  to 
have  a  wide  roadway  around  the  circle,  and  also 
to  offer  better  facilities  for  traffic  farther  down,  by 
Charles  street.  Vehicles  coming  from  streets  like 
Allen  and  other  streets  there,  for  instance,  if  they 
want  to  make  a  left  turn  find  no  roadway  across. 
They  have  to  turn  right  and  weave  through  traffic, 
making  a  left  turn  farther  down.  In  order  to  have 
the  traffic  handled  properly  width  is  needed  in  the 
center  portion  of  that  street.  This  space  is  to  be 
taken  from  the  parkway.  It  is  desirable  to  take 
20  feet  more,  leaving  a  space  of  20  feet  instead  of  40 
feet  between  the  proposed  new  roadways  running 
to  the  Boston  end  of  the  Charles  River  Dam. 
There  is  a  lot  of  traffic  at  that  point.  So  I  do  feel 
that  consideration  should  be  given  to  the  question 
of  whether  the  proposed  traffic  circle  at  the  Boston 
end  of  the  Longfellow  Bridge  should  not  be  50  feet, 
as  originally  planned,  instead  of  40  feet  as  now 
proposed,  and  whether  the  space  between  the 
proposed  roadways  running  from  that  point  to  the 
Boston  end  of  the  Charles  River  Dam  should  not 
be  20  feet  instead  of  the  40  feet  now  proposed.  I 
think  this  matter  should  be  very  carefully  con- 
sidered, under  the  circumstances,  and  I  move  a 
suspension  of  the  rule  and  the  passage  of  the  order. 
The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


PROPOSED        EEINSTATEMENT 
STEPHEN   M.   RYAN. 
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Coun.  GALLAGHER  offered  the  following: 
Resolved,  That  the  Boston  City  Council  favors 
the  enactment  of  legislation  authorizing  the  rein- 
statement of  Stephen  M.  Ryan  as  a  member  of  the 
Boston  Police  Department. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


WARD   8   IMPROVEMENTS. 

Coun.  DOWD  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,    That   the   Board    of    Street   Commis- 
sioners be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor, 
to  lay  out   and   accept  Lansdowne  street,  Ward  8, 
as  a  public  highway. 

Ordered,  That  the  Board  of  Street  Commis- 
sioners be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor, 
to  lay  out  and  accept  Baker  park,  Ward  8,  as  a 
public  highway. 

Severally  passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


EMPLOYMENT  OF  MEN  ON  SNOW 
REMOVAL. 

Coun.  DOWD  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor, 
to  continue  the  employment  for  the  remainder  of 
this  week  of  the  temporary  men  now  working  on 
snow  removal. 

Coun.  DOWD — Mr.  President,  the  order  which 
the  Clerk  has  just  read  calls  upon  the  Mayor  to 
request  the  Public  Works  Commissioner  to  con- 
tinue until  the  remainder  of  the  week  the  employ- 
ment of  the  men  who  were  temporarily  employed 
in  the  removal  of  snow.  I  have  been  led  to  be- 
lieve and  have  been  informed  by  district  foremen 
that  they  have  orders  to  discharge  all  men  to- 
night and,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  I  understand  that 
the  men  in  the  Street  Cleaning  Department  were 
discharged  last  evening.  I  believe  this  is  the 
first  opportunity  we  have  had  to  relieve  the 
so-called  unemployment  situation,  and  the  mere 
fact  that  we  give  the  men  a  day  and  half  or  two 
days'  work  does  not  relieve  the  situation,  because 
we  have  not  spent  money  on  snow  removal  this 
year  up  to  the  present  time  and  not  a  single  con- 
tractor has  been  called  up  in  connection  with  the 
removal  of  snow.  The  condition  of  the  streets 
in  Boston  and  in  my  district,  around  Dudley  and 
Northampton  streets,  and  other  streets  in  Rox- 
bury,  main  thoroughfares,  is  bad.  The  snow  is 
not  removed,  and  I  believe  the  men  are  to  be 
discharged  tonight.  We  may  get  another  snow 
storm,  with  a  freezing  spell,  in  which  case  the 
streets  are  going  to  be  jn  a  deplorable  condition. 
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I  see  no  real  reason  why  the  men  who  are  tem- 
porarily employed  cannot  be  continued  for  the 
rest  of  the  week. 

Coun.    WILSON— Mr.    President,    I    am    not 
aware  as  to  whether  it  is  proposed  to  lay  off  the 
men.     I  would  like  to  say,  however,  now  that  the 
question   of  snow  removal  has  been  brought  up, 
— in  line  with  the  letter  written  to  Councilor  Bush 
by  the  Library  Trustees — that  certainly  very  fine 
work  has  been  done  in  the  removal  of  snow  fol- 
lowing  the   present  snow   storm.     Certainly,    the 
foremen  of  the  Dorchester  yards  are  to  be  very 
greatly  praised  for  the  results  they  have  accom- 
plished.    I  spent  most  of  Saturday  in   the  yard 
run  by  Foreman  King  and  the  one  run  by  Connell, 
and  I  observed  very  efficient  and  real  management 
of    the    situation    following    the    snow    storm,    a 
management  and  a  dealing  with  the  situation  with 
which    the    taxpayers   should   be   highly    pleased. 
An  effort  was  very  obviously  made,  in  conjunction 
with   the   efforts   of   the   Municipal   Employment 
Bureau,  not  only  to  furnish  work  for  the  largest 
possible  number  of  available  men,  but  to  deal  in 
all  fairness  in  the  distribution  of  the  work,  so  that 
men  with  dependents  and  out  of  work  should  be 
given  a  chance,  without  any  favoritism  at  all,   to 
earn  a  little  money  for  their  families.     I  felt  also 
that   the   taxpayers   of   Boston    were   receiving   a 
real   run    for    their    money,    as    the    saying    goes, 
because,     having     been     in     Wellesley,     Newton, 
Cambridge    and    Arlington,    and    various    other 
cities  and  towns  surrounding  Boston,  on  Saturday 
and   Sunday,   I   was  able   to   observe   how   much 
more    efficiently    the    foremen    in    charge    of    the 
Dorchester  district  handled  the  situation  than  it 
was    handled    in    those    surrounding    towns    and 
cities.     Certainly,    as   far   as    Dorchester   is    con- 
cerned, and  I  believe  in  other  sections  of  Boston, 
they  did  a  real  job.     I  feel  that  the  work  accom- 
plished by  the  Public  Works  Department  in  the 
Dorchester    district,    the    one    I    am    particularly 
familiar  with,  was  not  only  a  good  piece  of   work 
for  the  citizens  of  Boston,  but  that  it  was  con- 
ducted in  a  manner  that  was  fair  to  the  average 
man  out  of  work,  fair  to  each  ward  and  fair  to 
the  taxpayers.     I  trust,  if  the  storm  commences 
again,  and  the  snow  removal  work  is  not  wholly 
completed,  that  the  men  will  not  be  laid  off. 

Coun.  NORTON— Mr.  President,  I  think  it  is 
only  fair  to  refer  in  our  record  to  the  fact  that 
we  feel  that  a  wonderful  job  was  done  in  the  matter 
of  the  snow  removal  following  this  last  storm. 
One  hundred  men  were  put  at  work,  men  with 
families  being  given  the  preference.  The  work 
was  done  through  the  Public  Works  Department 
and  was  performed  in  a  remarkably  efficient 
manner.  Something  like  one  hundred  men,  in 
dire  need  of  work,  were  given  an  opportunity. 
I  trust,  of  course,  that  if  it  is  possible  to  continue 
the  employment  of  those  men,  as  proposed  in  the 
order,  it  will  be  done. 

Coun.  DONOVAN— Mr.  President,  I  want  to 
coincide  with  and  back  up  the  remarks  of  the 
councilor  from  Dorchester  and  the  councilor  from 
Hyde  Park.  So  far  as  East  Boston  is  concerned, 
for  the  first  time  the  Mayor  had  men  employed 
there  who  were  local  men,  more  than  one  hundred 
of  them,  men  with  families  being  given  the  prefer- 
ence, and  I  certainly  can  subscribe  to  everything 
that  the  previous  speakers  have  said. 

Coun.  GREEN — I  might  say  also,  Mr.  Presi- 
dent, that  I  subscribe  to  what  the  last  three 
speakers  have  said,  as  applied  to  my  district  in 
Charlestown,  and  also  what  has  been  said  in 
praise  of  the  position  of  the  Mayor  in  the  matter. 
Coun.  DOWD — Mr.  President,  my  point  is 
with  regard  to  work  that  still  remains  to  be  done. 
I  agree  that  a  real  job  has  been  done,  but  I  see 
further  need  for  snow  removal  in  the  City  of 
Boston.  We  still  have  snow  in  every  section  of 
the  city.  I  am  not  complaining  about  the  work 
that  has  been  done.  It  has  been  well  done,  and 
by  men  who  needed  the  work.  I  would  simply 
like  to  continue  the  employment  of  the  1,600  men 
employed  temporarily,  during  the  rest  of  the 
week. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


CONSTRUCTION  OF  POST  OFFICE  BUILD- 
ING BY  CITIZENS. 

Coun.  DOWD  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  requested 
to  ask  the  United  States  Senators  and  the  Repre- 


sentatives in  Congress  from  Massachusetts  to  take 
such  action  as  will  insure  the  employment  of  citizens 
of  Boston  only  on  the  construction  of  the  new- 
Post  Office  Building  in  this  city;  and  that  the 
prevailing  rate  of  union  wages  shall  be  "paid 

Coun.  DOWD— Mr.  President,  I  don't  know 
how  much  influence  our  Congressmen  or  United 
states  Senators  may  have  in  this  matter,  but  we 
should  not  lose  sight  of  the  fact  that  on  this 
$5,000,000  post  office  job  a  New  York  man  has 
submitted  the  lowest  bid.  I  say,  however,  that 
citizens  of  Boston  should  get  preference  in  working 
°u  ,j  u  '  *  don't  think  a  New  York  contractor 
should  be  allowed  to  bring  his  own  crew  into 
Boston  to  build  a  post  office  for  the  Citv  of  Boston. 
I  would  also  ask,  in  view  of  the  fact  that  there  is 
no  clause  in  the  government  contract  compelling 
a  contractor  to  employ  Union  help,  that  at  least 
the  prevailing  rate  of  Union  wages  should  be 
paid. 

Coun.  NORTON— Mr.  President,  I  am  rather 
surprised  to  find  that  there  is  no  provision  in  the 
contract  even  making  it  possible  to  have  citizens 
put  on  the  job.  Men  who  follow  such  contracts 
tell  me  that  at  least  30  per  cent  of  the  men  em- 
ployed will  probably  be  noneitizens.  It  is  rather 
astounding  to  learn  that  when  we  have  thousands 
of  men  walking  the  streets  today,  who  are  citizens, 
taxpayers,  Americans,  looking  for  work.  I  took 
occasion  to  wire  my  Congressman  and  Senator 
Walsh  asking  whether  it  might  not  be  possible, 
in  such  an  emergency  as  the  present,  in  the  work 
of  this  post  office  to  have  only  citizens  employed. 
Certainly,  that  would  seem  to  be  only  a  reasonable 
requirement. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


INVESTIGATION   OF  CONDUCT  OF  CIVIL 
SERVICE  COMMISSION. 

Coun.  DOWD  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  President  of  the  Boston  City 
Council  be  authorized  to  appoint  a  committee  of 
five  members  of  the  Council  to  wait  upon  his 
Excellency  the  Governor  and  request  him  to 
appoint  a  nonpartisan  committee  to  investigate 
the  conduct  of  the  office  of  the  Civil  Service 
Commission. 

Coun.   DOWD— Mr.   President,   the   order  just 
read  by  the  clerk  calls  on  the  President  of  the  body 
to   appoint   a  committee  of  five  members  of   the 
Council  to  wait  upon  the  Governor  of  the  Com- 
monwealth in  an  effort  to  get  a  nonpartisan  inves- 
tigation of  the  office  of  the  Civil  Service  Commis- 
sion.    I  have  no  axe  to  grind  with  the  Civil  Service 
Commission,  but  1  believe  the  citizens  of  Boston, 
whether  they  have  a  political  pull  or  power  at  the 
State  House  or  not,  should  be  accorded  the  same 
treatment  there  as  any  other  individuals.     1  have 
in  mind  the  case  of  a  young  man  in  my  district. 
True,  he  has  had  in  the  past  a  police  record.     He 
applied  for  a  laborer's  position  and  was  rejected; 
he  then  applied  for  a  private  hearing  before  the 
commissioner  and   was  rejected   at  that  time.     1 
might  say  for  the  benefit  of  the  Council  that  he 
never    was   sentenced,    and    that    the    last    case 
against  him,  which  was  sixteen  long  months  ago, 
was  dismissed,  and  the  other  cases  were  either  dis- 
missed, released  or  placed  on  file.     So  in  no  case 
has   he   been   sentenced.     Still,   the   Civil   Service 
Commissioner  says  that  because  a  man  has  been 
arrested  for  intoxication  sixteen  months  ago,   he 
cannot  work  for  the  City  of  Boston  on  the  labor 
list.     I  say  to  the  commissioner  and  to  the  Gover- 
nor of  the  Commonwealth  that  it  is  about  time  for 
a  real  investigation  of  the  Civil  Service  Commis- 
sioner's office,  to  find  out  why  this  and  other  sim- 
ilar cases  have  been  treated  as  they  have  been 
treated  there.     I  wrote  in  regard  to  the  matter  to 
the  Civil  Service  Commissioner,  and  he  has  sent 
to  me  a  copy  of  this  man's  record,  which  shows 
oharges  against  him  in  1916,  in  1928,  and  again  in 
1929,  but  the  last  arrest  was  sixteen  months  ago. 
Still,  he  oannot  get  on  the  labor  list  of  the  City  of 
Boston".     I  would  like  the  privilege  of  going  through 
the  records  of  the  Civil  Service  office,  and  1  dare  say 
some  interesting  faots  could   be   turned   up  from 
those  records.     So  I  am  asking  that  the  President 
of  the  body  appoint  a  committee  of  five  to  wait  on 
the  Governor  and  place  the  faots  before  him,  be- 
oause  I  believe  the  Governor  will  give  us  a  fair 
and   impartial   hearing.     That   is   all   that   I    ask. 
Here  is  the  record,  and  here  is  the  letter  from  the 
Civil  Sen-ice  Commissioner  forwarding  the  record, 
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and  declaring  the  man  cannot  go  to  work  as  a 
laborer  because  he  was  arrested  sixteen  months 
ago.     (Applause  in  the  gallery.) 

Coun.  KELLY — Mr.  President,  I  am  in  hearty 
accord  with  everything  that  the  councilor  from 
Roxbury  has  said,  and  I  would  like  to  go  a  step 
farther.  I  have  already  called  the  attention  of 
this  honorable  body  to  a  particular  case  where  a 
man  was  in  court  on  ten  distinct  occasions,  being 
fired  from  the  Boston  Police  Department  with  four 
charges  pending  against  him  and  was  appointed 
as  an  employee  of  the  City  Hospital,  certified  to  by 
this  same  Elliot  Goodwin,  Civil  Service  Com- 
missioner. I  have  in  mind  a  similar  case  to  that 
referred  to  by  my  colleague,  where  one  of  my  con- 
stituents was  concerned,  a  man  with  four  children 
and  who  is  walking  the  streets  of  the  City  of  Boston 
today,  a  man  who  went  through  eighteen  months 
of  service  in  France  to  save  his  country.  That 
man  has  not  been  arrested  since  1923,  and  was 
then  arrested  on  several  occasions  for  drunkenness, 
on  two  occasions  being  put  on  probation,  and  the 
other  two  times  paying  a  small  fine.  Incidentally, 
this  was  in  the  Roxbury  Court;  1923  was  the  last 
time  when  that  man  was  arrested,  one  of  my  con- 
stituents with  four  children,  and  he  has  been  turned 
down  by  the  Civil  Service  Commissioner.  1  have 
received  this  letter  during  the  last  week,  stating 
that  "Your  application  for  labor  service  has  been 
canceled  because  of  your  police  record.  If  you 
desire  a  hearing,  please  inform  me  in  writing  at 
once."  In  other  words,  this  fellow  from  Cam- 
bridge, Goodwin,  comes  into  Boston  and  attempts 
to  deal  with  Boston  taxpayers  who  wSnt  to  get  a 
chance  to  do  an  honest  day's  work.  I  claim  it  is 
high  time  that  the  Governor  should  get  rid  of  him, 
and  I  intend  to  follow  up  the  matter  and  to  have 
a  hearing  before  the  Governor.  Certainly  these 
things  should  be  followed  to  a  finish.  I  have  in 
mind  another  case  that  was  brought  to  my  atten- 
tion where  the  Civil  Service  Commissioner  has 
shown  favoritism.  What  is  the  use  of  appealing 
to  Goodwin?  Nothing  will  come  of  that.  You 
have  there  a  commission  composed  of  three  mem- 
bers, of  whom  he  is  one.  Of  course,  they  will  not 
overrule  his  first  decision.  I  claim  it  is  high  time 
that  this  Council  rose  up  and  continued  the  fight 
until  this  inhuman,  unmerciful  chairman  of  the 
Civil  Service  Commission  is  removed  from  office. 
(Applause  from  the  gallery.) 

The  order  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Rules. 


EMPLOYMENT   OF  TEMPORARY    NURSES 
AND   ORDERLIES. 

Coun.  DOWD  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Trustees  of  the  Boston  City 
Hospital  be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the 
Mayor,  to  employ  one  hundred  temporary  nurses 
and  orderlies  at  the  Boston  City  Hospital  for  the 
duration  of  the  present  emergency. 

Coun.  DOWD — Mr.  President,  I  think  every 
member  of  the  body  is  familiar  with  the  situation 
in  the  City  Hospital  at  the  present  time.  The 
capacity  of  the  hospital  in  normal  timeB  is  about 
1,000  beds.  They  reported  last  Saturday  evening 
over  1,300  beds  in  the  City  Hospital.  I  don't 
know  how  true  the  report  in  the  Boston  Post  is, 
stating  that  only  emergency  and  surgical  cases 
are  to  be  admitted,  and  that  all  others  are  to  be 
discouraged,  unless  there  is  absolute  need  of 
immediate  treatment.  But  if  that  is  the  caBe,  it 
shows  what  a  serious  situation  has  arisen.  Doctor 
Dowling  states  that,  while  the  necessity  for  beds 
has  grown  some  35  or  40  per  cent  in  the  last 
month,  the  personnel  has  not  increased  but  de- 
creased due  to  sickness  among  the  orderlies,  nurses 
and  attendants.  So  I  think  we  should  have  at 
least  100  additional  nurses,  orderlies  and  attend- 
ants placed  in  the  City  Hospital.  They  may  in- 
form us  that  they  cannot  take  care  of  them  there, 
that  they  have  not  sufficient  funds.  But  I  say 
that  there  never  has  been  a  time  when  the  tax- 
payers of  Boston  have  not  been  willing  to  pay  any 
amount  of  money  that  was  necessary  for  the 
needs  of  the  hospital.  Certainly,  those  needs 
should  be  provided  for.  While  the  needs  have 
greatly  increased,  of  late,  as  I  have  stated,  they 
have  not  only  not  increased  their  staff  of  nurses, 
orderlies  and  attendants,  but,  as  I  say,  the  staff 
has  fallen  off  because  of  sickness.  Mr.  President, 
certainly  no  girl  can  take  care  of  sixty-five  patients 
in  one  ward.  I  am  merely  asking  the  Mayor  of 
Boston  to  confer  with  the  trustees  of  the  hospital 


with  a  view  to  placing  100  additional  nurses, 
orderlies  and  attendants  in  the  hospital,  to  meet 
the  present  emergency. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


AWARD   OF   CITY   CONTRACTS. 

Coun.  DOWD  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  requested 
to  expedite  the  awarding  of  all  city  contracts, 
provided  they  are  within  the  provisions  of  the 
City  Charter,  and  to  dispense  with  all  necessary 
red  tape  in  the  awarding  of  such  contracts. 

Coun.  DOWD — Mr.  President,  I  have  disagreed 
with  his  Honor  the  Mayor  in  reference  to  the 
present  unemployment  situation  in  the  last  few 
months  but,  while  I  can  disagree  with  him,  I  also 
can  agree  with  him  when  I  know  that  he  is  abso- 
lutely right.  During  the  past  six  months  he  has 
seen  fit  to  advertise  contracts  and  award  them 
according  to  the  judgment  of  the  Public  Works 
Commissioner,  based  on  the  prices  bid  in  com- 
petition, and  I  have  been  rather  amazed  to  see  in 
the  Boston  papers  articles  emanating  from  an 
organization  composed  of  high-class  reformers  con- 
demning the  Mayor  of  Boston  for  his  action  in 
allowing  bids  to  some  contractors  without  com- 
petitive bidding.  Well,  let  us  see  who  these 
gentlemen  criticizing  the  Mayor  of  Boston  are. 
First,  we  have  Mr.  LeBaron  R.  Barker,  Jr.,  then 
Mr.  John  Codman,  Mr.  Ralph  Homans,  Mr. 
Elliot  Jones,  Mr.  George  R.  Nutter,  Mr.  Lawrence 
O.  Pratt,  Mr.  Robert  B.  Shaw,  Dr.  A.  V.  Wood- 
ward, Mr.  Richard  H.  Hobart,  Mr.  C.  Jackson 
and  Mr.  R.  Minturn  Sedgwick.  Then  we  have 
Mr.  Sherman  F.  Shepherd  of  Syracuse,  New  York. 
It  seems  that  they  sent  as  far  as  New  York  State 
to  bring  Mr.  Sherman  F.  Shepherd  here  to  Boston 
to  tell  the  Mayor  of  Boston  how  to  run  the  town, 
and  many  of  these  other  men  do  not  live  in  Boston, 
either.  It  is  certainly  interesting  to  see  Mr. 
Shepherd  coming  on  here  from  Syracuse  and  tell- 
ing us  about  what  we  should  do,  when  there  is 
more  graft  and  corruption  in  Syracuse  than  was 
ever  seen  in  the  City  of  Boston.  Mr.  President, 
I  trust  that  these  other  gentlemen  will  be  politely 
told  to  go  back  to  Brookline  and  Beverly  and 
other  places  that  they  come  from,  and  set  up 
reform  governments  there.  There  is  no  question 
of  doubt  about  how  the  people  of  Boston  feel 
about  the  Mayor.  They  have  never  questioned 
his  sincerity,  and  we  do  not  desire  any  organiza- 
tion composed  of  reform  fakirs  to  come  here  to 
Boston  and  tell  us  how  to  run  our  city.  They 
criticize  the  Mayor  because  he  awarded  $65,000 
outside  of  contract  as  extras,  $65i,000  out  of 
$1,819,000.  That  was  the  basis  of  their  criticism. 
They  also  say  that  he  does  not  give  a  contract  in 
all  cases  to  the  lowest  bidder.  That  position 
taken  by  the  Mayor  is  just  what  this  Council  has 
been  fighting  for  for  a  long  time.  If  one  man 
already  has  four  or  five  jobs,  why  give  him  another 
job  which  will  simply  result  in  holding  up  the  jobs 
he  has  already  obtained?  The  Mayor  is  doing 
right  in  cutting  tape  in  awarding  contracts  and, 
while  the  name  of  the  Good  Government  Associa- 
tion has  not  been  placed  in  this  order,  I  am  intro- 
ducing the  order  as  a  condemnation  of  the  Good 
Government  Association  and  to  inform  them  that 
the  Boston  City  Council,  in  view  of  the  present 
emergency  existing  in  the  city,  has  full  faith  in 
the  Mayor  and  desires  him  to  cut  all  unnecessary 
red  tape,  using  his  own  good  judgment  and  the  judg- 
ment of  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Works  in 
awarding  contracts. 

Coun.  WILSON — Mr.  President,  may  we  have 
the  order  read  again,  in  this  happy  hour? 
(Laughter.) 

The  clerk  read  the  order. 

Coun.  NORTON— Mr.  President,  I  believe  we 
ought  to  ask  his  Honor  the  Mayor  to  do  just  that 
— although  not,  of  course,  to  violate  the  law.  I 
asked  my  able  colleague  from  Dorchester  just 
what  the  usual  procedure  of  the  Council  in  this 
matter  is,  and  he  did  not  give  me  an  answer  in 
the  negative  or  affirmative.  So  I  am  still  rather 
in  the  dark.  Criticism  of  men  in  public  office,  of 
course,  is  something  that  always  goes  with  official 
position.  Criticism  by  the  forefathers  of  the 
powers  that  were  led  eventually  to  the  formation 
of  our  government.  I  see  that  my  colleague  is 
getting  a  little  disturbed,  thinking  that  he  is  in 
for  a  long  perambulation  on  my  part.  (Laughter.) 
But  honorable  criticism  should  not  be  the  subject 


52 


CITY    COUNCIL. 


of  vitriolic  debate  here.  I  feel  that  his  Honor  the 
Mayor,  as  has  been  stated  here  during  the  course 
of  the  meeting,  has  recently  done  a  splendid  job 
in  the  matter  of  snow  removal  and  that  he  has  also 
done  a  splendid  job  in  the  purchase  of  land  for  a 
golf  course,  as  well  as  in  other  matters  that  have 
required  his  attention.  Naturally,  whatever  a  man 
may  do,  he  is  subject  to  criticism  by  some. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


EMPLOYMENT   OF   LABORERS. 

Coun.  DOWD  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor, 
to  include  in  his  budget  for  the  current  year  the 
sum  of  four  hundred  eighty  thousand  dollars  for 
the  purpose  of  employing  two  thousand  laborers 
to  clean  all  streets,  public  alleyways  and  parks 
during  the  months  of  March  and  April,  and  to 
paint  all  old  public  buildings  of  the  Public  Works 
Department. 

Coun.  DOWD — Mr.  President,  this  is  simply  a 
repetition  of  orders  which  were  presented  to  his 
Honor  the  Mayor  during  the  latter  part  of  last  year 
and   which   he  saw   fit   to  veto,   except  that    the 
amount  asked  for  in  this  order  is  $480,000  instead 
of  the  $1,000,000  asked  for  in  the  last  order.     At 
the  time  of  the  Mayor's  veto  of  those  particular 
orders,  we  were  very  hopeful  that  the  worst  of  the 
unemployment  situation  was  far  behind  us,  and 
that  the  beginning  of  this  year  would  show  a  great 
improvement,  but  I  regret  very  much  to  state  that 
no  improvement  has  come  about,  and  that  a  great 
increase  in   the  unemployment  situation   is  very 
noticeable  in  the  City  of  Boston.    We  need  only  re- 
fer to  the  ledgers  of  the  Soldiers'  Relief  Department 
and  the  Public  Welfare  Department.     The  Public 
Welfare  Department,  if  it  continues  on  the  basis 
of  expenditure  of  the  past  month,  will  spend  close 
to    $7,000,000    during    the    present    year.     The 
Governor  of  the  state  in  his  inaugural  address,  de- 
voted 60  per  cent  of  the  address  to  the  present 
unemployment  situation.     He  has  seen  fit  to  de- 
part from  the  regular  pay-as-you-go  policy  of  the 
state  and  to  advocate  borrowing  money  by  the 
state  to  meet  the  situation.     I  say  to  the  Mayor 
of  Boston  that  the  situation  is  really  serious.     In 
my  place,  from  Saturday  morning  to  Sunday  night, 
900  people  came  looking  for  snow  removal  jobs. 
There  is  no  real  logical  reason  why  the  Mayor 
cannot   put   $480,000   in    the   budget   which    will 
employ  2,000  men  at  work  for  two  months  at  $30  a 
week.     Any  member  of   the  Council  knows  that 
the  parks,  alleyways  and  streets  of  Boston  gen- 
erally  need   a   thorough   cleaning   up.     The   time 
to  clean  up  is  during  the  present  unemployment 
situation.      The   placing   at   work   of   2,000   men 
for  two  months  at   $30  a  week   will   greatly  re- 
duce the  amount  paid  out  by  the  Public  Welfare 
and  Soldiers'  Relief  Departments.     There  is  not  a 
large  city  in  the  country  that  is  not  placing  men  at 
work  in  such  a  manner  and  trying  to  meet  the 
situation.     As  I  have  said  before,  the  newspapers 
in  Boston  have  been  trying  to  kid  the  public.     We 
have  read  that  on  the  East  Boston  Tunnel  2,000 
men    would   be   put   at   work    when    the    project 
started.     We    learned,     however,     from     Colonel 
Sullivan  of  the  Transit  Commission  that  not  over 
five  hundred  men  will  be  employed  at  any  time  on 
the  EaBt  Boston  Tunnel.     The  projects  outlined 
by  the  Mayor  in  Boston  are  huge,  unprecedented, 
fine,  but  they  should  be  put  in  operation.     Even  if 
allowed  by  the  Legislature,  it  will  probably  be 
eight,  nine  or  ten  months  or  a  year  before  they  will 
go  into  effect.     Every  man  here  knows  the  far- 
reaching  effects  of  the  unemployment  situation  as 
well  as  I  do,  and  I  firmly  believe  that  the  Mayor 
of  Boston  owes  a  duty  to  the  taxpayers  to  spend 
money  to  put  these  men  at  work.     It  is  all  right  to 
erect  public  buildings  and  do  everything  possible 
in  the  line  of  big  projects,  but  I  say  to  you,  Mr. 
Mayor,  for  God's  sake  put  men  at  work  in  order 
that  they  may  be  able  to  give  their  families  the 
nourishment    they    should    properly    have.     (Ap- 
plause from  the  gallery.) 

Chairman  GALLAGHER— The  Chair  will  ask 
to  have  the  galleries  cleared  if  applause  is  not 
stopped. 

Coun.  DOWD— All  right,  Mr.  President,  I  did 
not  plant  them  there. 

The  order  was  passed,  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


REMOVAL  OF   BUILDING,  EAGLE   HILL 

PLAYGROUND. 
Coun.  DONOVAN  offered  the  following: 
Ordered.  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Works 
be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to 
remove  the  buildings  of  that  department  from  the 
Eagle  Hill  Playground  to  the  property  acquired 
by  the  city  for  that  purpose. 

Coun.  DONOVAN— Mr.  President,  back  in 
1924  there  was  an  agreement  with  the  Park  De- 
partment by  which  a  part  of  the  Eagle  Hill  Play- 
ground was  allowed  to  be  used  for  the  time  being 
for  the  construction  of  buildings  by  the  Public 
Works  Department.  But  the  land  so  used,  in 
the  Eagle  Hill  Playground,  has  never  since  been 
restored  to  the  playground.  We  have  been  fight- 
ing for  some  time  to  have  the  buildings  of  the 
Public  Works  Department  transferred  from  the 
playground  to  the  site  purchased  by  the  city  for 
an  East  Boston  yard  of  that  department.  I  do 
not  want  to  cast  any  reflection  on  the  Park  Com- 
missioner, but  I  do  feel  that  he  should  now  do  his 
best  to  get  these  buildings  removed  from  the  Eagle 
Hill  Playground,  the  said  encumbrances,  so  that 
the  playground  can  be  used  for  the  purposes  for 
which  it  was  originally  intended.  1  certainly 
trust  that  his  Honor  the  Mayor  will  request  the 
Commissioner  of  Public  Works  to  remove  those 
buildings  from  the  Eagle  Hill  Playground  to  the 
property  acquired  by  the  city  for  that  purpose. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule.  • 


WHITE  WAY  LIGHTING. 
Coun.  DONOVAN  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the 
Mayor,  to  include  in  the  budget  for  the  current 
year  a  sum  sufficient  to  provide  for  the  installa- 
tion and  maintenance  of  a  "white  way"  lighting 
system  along  Bennington  street,  Ward  1,  from 
Central  square  to  the  Revere  line. 

Coun.  DONOVAN— Mr.  President,  I  introduced 
an  order  last  year  asking  for  a  survey  by  the  Public 
w  orks  Department,  and  looking  to  having  some- 
thing of  this  sort,  as  proposed  in  this  order,  done. 
Bennington  street  is  one  of  the  main  arteries  to 
the  North  Shore.  We  have  at  the  present  time 
nothing  but  gas  plants  along  that  street,  an 
important  main  artery  for  traffic,  and  as  a  result 
there  have  been  some  very  serious  casualties  on 
the  street.  I  asked  the  Public  Works  Commis- 
sioner three  or  four  times  last  year  for  a  report, 
but  up  to  today  we  have  not  heard  a  word  from 
him.  I  certainly  hope  that  we  may  get  a  white 
way  lighting  system  along  Bennington  street  from 
Central  square  to  the  Revere  line  in  the  ensuing 
year. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


ENTRANCE   TO   EAGLE   HILL 
PLAYGROUND. 

Coun.  DONOVAN  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,    That    the    Park    Commission    be   re- 
quested, through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  cut  an 
entrance  from  the  street  through  the  bleachers  at 
the  Eagle  Hill  Playground,  Ward  1. 
Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


SALE  OF  LAND  ON  WEST  CEDAR  STREET. 

Coun.  LYNCH   called  up  assignment  No.  3  on 
the  calendar,  viz.: 

3.  Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be,  and 
he  hereby  is,  authorized  to  sell  at  public  auction 
at  an  upset  price  of  one  thousand  dollars  (-51,000), 
in  the  name  and  behalf  of  the  City  of  Boston  as  it 
is  trustee  under  the  will  of  George  F.  Parkman, 
all  its  right,  title  and  interest  in  and  to  a  certain 
parcel  of  land  containing  1,600  square  feet,  more 
or  less,  located  in  the  rear  of  80  West  Cedar  street, 
Boston,  Mass.,  on  the  northeasterly  side  of  Put-  ' 
nam  avenue  so  called;  and  his  Honor  the  Mayor 
is  further  authorized,  upon  the  payment  of  the 
purchase  price,  to  execute  and  deliver  to  the  pur- 
chaser thereof  a  written  instrument  conveying  to 
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the  said  purchaser  the  right,  title  and  interest  of 
the  said  City  of  Boston,  trustee  as  aforesaid,  in 
the  said  premises. 

The   order   was   passed,  yeas    18,  nays — Coun. 
Wilson — 1. 


TRAFFIC   SIGNALS,  BLUE   HILL   AVENUE. 

Coun.  RUBY  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Boston  Traffic  Commission 
be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to 
install  automatic  traffic  signals  at  Blue  Hill 
avenue  and  Seaver  street,  Blue  Hill  avenue  and 
Columbia  road,  and  Blue  Hill  avenue  and  Morton 
street,  all  in  Ward  14. 
Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


MOTHERS'      REST,     WELLINGTON      HILL 
SECTION. 

Coun.  RUBY  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  fifty  thousand  dollars 
be,  and  the  same  hereby  is,  appropriated,  to  be 
expended  under  the  direction  of  the  Park  Com- 
mission for  the  purchase  of  land  and  necessary 
improvements  to  provide  a  mothers'  rest  in  the 
Wellington  Hill  section  of  Ward  14;  and  that  to 
meet  such  expense  the  City  Treasurer  be  author- 
ized to  issue,  from  time  to  time,  at  the  request  of 
the  Mayor,  bonds  or  certificates  of  indebtedness 
of  the  city  to  said  amount. 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 


EMPLOYMENT  OF  CITIZENS. 

Coun.  KELLY  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor, 
to  employ  all  citizens  who  apply  for  work  on  snow 
removal  during  the  remainder  of  this  winter  as  a 
means  of  relieving  unemployment. 

Coun.  KELLY — Mr.  President,  my  order  covers 
snow  removal,  but  goes  a  few  steps  farther  than 
that  offered  by  the  councilor  from  Roxbury  (Coun. 
Dowd).  My  order  calls  upon  the  Mayor  to  order 
the  Public  Works  Commissioner  for  the  reBt  of  the 
winter,  in  times  of  heavy  snowstorms,  to  put  to 
work  every  citizen  and  voter  of  Boston  who  sees 
fit  to  apply  for  the  position  and  who  is  certified  as 
O.  K.  by  the  councilor  from  his  district.  The 
reason  why  I  introduce  this  order  is  that  from 
6.30  Saturday  morning  until  9.30  Saturday  night 
at  my  home,  I  met  328  men,  on  Sunday  47  men, 
and  today  before  I  left  the  house,  14  men,  or 
approximately  400  men,  looking  for  work.  The 
quota  for  the  two  yards  in  Dorchester  has  been 
100  men  for  each  yard,  or  200  men  for  the  five 
Dorchester  wards,  to  clean  up  snow,  making  a 
total  of  40  for  each  of  the  five  councilors.  I  went 
into  each  case  that  was  called  to  my  attention  of  a 
resident,  citizen  and  voter  of  my  ward,  and  then 
proceeded  to  give  them  a  recommendation  to  be 
hired.  I  sent  close  to  400  men  to  the  different 
yards,  and  my  quota  was  only  40.  I  believe  that 
man  who  comes  to  your  home  and  applies  for  the 
job  of  shoveling  snow  will  not  do  so  unless  he  needs 
it,  and  that  he  is  deserving  of  a  day's  work,  I  care 
not  what  the  expenditure  of  the  taxpayers'  money 
for  it  may  be.  Let  us  give  the  fellows  work  who 
are  willing  to  work.  We  have  with  us  the  present 
unemployment  situation,  and  here  is  a  chance  to 
relieve  unemployment.  I  say  that  any  man  who 
applies  to  me  in  my  district,  or  who  applies  to  any 
of  the  councilors  in  their  district,  in  such  a  way, 
a  man  who  is  a  citizen  and  a  voter  of  Boston,  is 
entitled  to  a  day  or  two  of  work.  Certainly  work 
is  needed  on  our  streets,  in  shoveling  snow  and  in 
cleaning  them  up  otherwise,  and  it  should  be  done 
in  a  hurry.  We  don't  want  delay.  Particularly 
when  you  are  dealing  with  snow,  it  should  be 
handled  when  it  is  soft.  I  did  not  have  an  oppor- 
tunity, like  Councilor  Wilson,  to  go  through 
Arlington,  Belmont,  Newton,  and  so  forth. 

Coun.  WILSON— On  Sunday! 

Coun.  KELLY — On  Sunday,  because  the  only 
place  I  traveled  was  in  my  parlor,  receiving  those 
poor  unfortunates  looking  for  positions.  Those 
poor  fellows  had  to  go  down  to  the  yards  and  wait 
in  line,  and  finally  only  forty  of  them  were  selected. 
I  agree  with  what  Councilor  Wilson  has  said  about 
Foremen  King  and  Connell  in  the  Dorchester 
yards.  They  did  a  wonderful  job,  but  I  say  there 
should  be  an  opportunity  to  put  more  men  at  work. 


I  had  a  poor  fellow,  the  father  of  two  children, 
come  to  my  house  looking  for  a  job,  and  I  noticed 
that  he  was  not  well  clad,  that  his  shoes  were  not 
good.  I  sent  him  down  to  the  yard  with  an 
O.  K.  card,  and  he  came  back  crying.  He  haB  two 
sons,  citizens  of  Boston,  with  plenty  of  money,  and 
a  daughter  married  to  a  rich  man,  and  still  that 
fellow  was  looking  for  a  job  to  shovel  snow,  and 
didn't  get  it  and  came  back  crying.  For  fear  he 
might  spend  it  on  drink  I  didn't  give  him  money, 
but  I  asked  him  to  sit  down  and  have  Bome  food. 
But  say,  how  that  fellow  did  eat!  I  have  seen 
boarders  and  visitors,  but  never  a  fellow  who  would 
go  to  it  like  that  poor  fellow.  I  say  where  there 
are  men  willing  to  work  and  who  want  to  shovel 
snow,  let  us  put  them  at  work,  because,  as  sure  as 
you  are  a  foot  high,  if  something  is  not  done  for 
these  fellows  they  are  a  fertile  field  for  the  Reds, 
the  Communists,  to  work  with.  So  let  us  put  them 
at  work  when  there  is  an  opportunity.  I  trust 
that  his  Honor  the  Mayor  will  give  an  order  to  the 
Commissioner  of  Public  Works  to  put  such  men  at 
work  when  there  are  snowstorms,  so  that  every 
single  citizen  of  Boston  who  wishes  such  work  may 
have  it.  I  move  a  suspension  of  the  rule  and  the 
immediate  passage  of  this  important  order. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


ADEQUATE  FIRE  APPARATUS  FOR 
WARD  10. 

Coun.  POWER  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,   That  the  Fire  Commissioner  be   re- 
quested, through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  include 
in  his  budget  for  1931  a  sum  sufficient  to  provide 
adequate  fire  apparatus  for  Ward  10. 

Coun.  POWER— Mr.  President,  I  don't  like 
to  disturb  the  Council,  but  I  am  going  to  take  a 
few  minutes  of  their  time  to  give  a  general  idea 
of  the  situation  in  Ward  10  with  respect  to  lack 
of  fire  apparatus..  This  may  be  regarded  as  an 
extraordinary  order;  it  merely  asks  for  adequate 
fire  protection  for  Ward  10 — and  perhaps  we  don't 
need  it  out  there!  You  have  heard  the  old  story 
or  seen  the  caption  in  newspapers,  "Fireman, 
Save  My  Child!"  I  am  going  to  paraphrase  that 
a  little,  to  have  it  read,  "Oh,  Fire  Commissioner, 
Save  the  Women  and  Children  of  Ward  10!" 
This  order  is  introduced  by  me  with  all  respect 
to  that  able  and  well  educated  commission  or 
committee,  formed  under  the  previous  adminis- 
tration, perhaps  two  years  ago,  which  resulted  in 
the  report  called,  "The  Fire  Problem  of  the  City 
of  Boston."  I  not  only  scanned  the  pages  of  the 
report,  but  practically  read  the  book  from  cover 
to  cover,  and  found  absolutely  nothing  in  regard 
to  the  needs  of  Ward  10,  Roxbury,  or  Jamaica 
Plain.  And  so  I  find  it  necessary  at  this  time  to 
introduce  this  order  appealing  to  the  Mayor  and 
the  Fire  Commissioner  of  the  body  on  behalf  of 
my  ward.  Some  of  you  may  feel  that  I  am  taking 
a  little  of  the  Council's  time  but  I  have  listened 
to  a  number  of  others  here  on  numerous  occasions, 
and  so  I  hope  they  will  not  mind  now  listening 
for  a  few  moments  tome.  We  are  in  a  section  of 
the  City  of  Boston  that  is  practically  all  hills. 
You  come  down  a  steep  hill  to  the  Fenway,  go 
along  on  the  level  for  a  short  distance,  and  then 
go  up  another  steep  grade  to  Parker  Hill  and 
Fisher  Hill,  and  down  to  the  valley  on  the  other 
side  to  Jamaica  Plain.  That  is  the  geographical 
character  of  my  ward.  In  fact,  the  entire  district 
is  hilly,  and  the  streets  of  that  district  are  very 
treacherous  and  almost  impossible  for  the  Fire 
Department  in  the,  wintertime.  On  all  sides  of 
the  hills  out  there  we  have  what  you  would  call 
strictly  tenement  houses,  many  of  them  old  dwell- 
ings of  the  one,  two  and  three  family  type,  some 
of  them  in  blocks,  and  we  have  many  of  what  are 
often  termed  fire-trap  tenements,  with  old-style 
brick  exterior  and  entirely  w;ooden  interior.  It 
is  practically  a  residential  section,  with  one  excep- 
tion, the  exception  being  some  old  buildings 
housing  institutions  of  the  city,  there  being  more 
of  the  city's  poor,  unfortunate  and  afflicted  people 
in  my  district  than  in  practically  any  other  part 
of  the  city.  I  am  going  to  give  you  an  idea  of 
some  of  the  buildings  in  this  district.  There  are 
fifteen  hospital  buildings.  There  is  the  largest 
institution  for  girls  and  the  largest  boarding  school 
for  boys.  There  is  the  Little  Wanderers'  Home, 
two  high  schools,  and  fourteen  primary  and  ele- 
mentary schools.  I  bring  these  facts  to  your 
attention  to  show    you  that  it  is  positively  a  dis- 
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trict  where  we  need  fire  protection,  and  there  is 
a   problem   that   these   so-called   able   and   well- 
educated    committee  men  missed.     I  don't  know 
whether  the  hills  were  too  hard  for  them  to  climb 
and  whether  they  got  tired  before  they  really  got 
into  that  ward,   or   not.     The  fact,   is,   however, 
that  our  needs  were  overlooked.     About  twenty- 
five  years  ago  there  was  a  firehouse  at  the  top  of 
Parker  Hill.     There   were   then  three   houses   on 
the  hill  and  a   hospital  building.     To  show  you 
how  hard  the  hill  is  to  climb,  the  fire  house  burned 
down  while  other  apparatus  waB  trying  to  reach 
it.     Since  then  we   have  had   no  fire  protection. 
The  hill  is  so  steep  that  in  the  summertime,  in 
good   weather,   automobile  dealers  and  owners  of 
repair  Bhops  use  the  hills  to  test  out  their  cars. 
Certain  streets  there  have  never  been  traveled  by 
fire  apparatus,  and  the  fire  equipment  from  one 
of  the  nearest  fire  station  houses   in   the   district 
on  Centre  street  cannot  take    the   nearest  route 
to  the  top  of  the  hill.     They  have  to  go  around 
by  an  easier  way,  so  that  they  can  make  it.     Many 
accidents  have  happened  there  because  of  existing 
conditions.     Not  many  years  ago,  in  the  winter- 
time, we  had  a  hospital  fire  on  top  of  the  hill,  and 
the  doctors,  orderlies  and  nurses  had  to  remove 
the  patients  from  the  hospital  while  the  fire  was 
going  on.     In  order  to  get  stretchers,  they  had 
■to  use  iron  doors  and  baskets  to  remove  patients, 
and  had  to  carry  everything  out  of  that  structure 
at  the  top   of  the   hill  while  the   apparatus  was 
stuck    at   the    bottom.     At    another    time    a    fire 
truck  trying  to  get  up  skidded  in  the  wintertime 
and  went  down  over  a  65-foot  cliff.     Perhaps  you 
don't  know  that  we  have  cliffs  that  high  in  Rox- 
bury!     That   was   only   a   few   years   ago.     When 
horses   were   used   in   the   department — and    that 
was  not  so  far  back  but  what  I  can  remember  it 
myself — it  was  not  an  unusual  occurrence  for  a 
horse  to  drop  dead  trying  to  get  up  the  hill.     They 
then  put  in  motorized  apparatus,  and  the  prob- 
lem is  not  solved  yet.     I  remember  back  in  the 
history  of  the  Fire  Department  a  moving  picture 
I    once   saw   showing   a   race   between   motorized 
and    horse-drawn    apparatus,    and    according     to 
the  picture  the   horse-drawn  apparatus   beat  the 
motorized.     With    the    improvements    that    have 
since  been  adopted,  no  doubt  the  situation  is  now 
different.     But  in  the   last  four  or  five  years,  as 
in   the    period   before   that    time,  the   troubles  in 
that  hilly  district  have  continued.     At  one    time 
a  ladder  truck  got  Btuck,  and  it  was  three  or  four 
days   before   they  could   get   it   out.     Two   years 
ago  last  fall,  in  good  weather  and  not  in  the  winter- 
time, two  or  three  children  had  to  be  thrown  out 
of  a  window  when  a  building  was  on  fire.     Three 
or  four  weeks  after  that  there  was  a  fire  on  the 
same  street,  and  all  the  neighbors  had  to  turn  out 
and  constitute  themselves  a  fire  brigade.     Neces- 
sity in  that  section,  Mr.   President,  makes  them 
all  act  as   firemen.     When  the   bell  rings  we  all 
turn  out,  because  we  don't  know  what  will  happen. 
So  we  do  the  best  we  can  to  help  the  people  and 
remove  things  from   burning  houses.     Apparatus 
is  continually  getting  stuck  on  the  hill,  so  that  it 
is  useless  in  fighting  the  fires  that  occur.     Now, 
we  don't  find   fault   with   the   firemen.     In  fact, 
there    have    been    numerous    occasions   when   the 
men  have  acted  like  heroes  out  there.     They  do 
the  best  they  can,  but  conditions  are  too  much 
for  them.     The  apparatus  that  answers   calls  in 
my  ward  as  a  rule  comes  from  a  distance,  some 
come  from  Ward  4,  some  from  Ward  9,  and  most 
of   them   from   a   distance   of   over   a  mile  away. 
Therefore,  aB  I  say,  this  survey  committee  forgot 
to  state  that,  among  all  the  wards  of  the  entire 
City  of  Boston,  there  is  one  ward  that  has  not 
one  piece  of  fire  apparatus,  and  that  is  Ward  10. 
I   say,  therefore,    Mr.    President  and   gentlemen, 
that  we   have  been  neglected.     Everyone   knows 
that  a  district  such  as  ours  needs  at  least  one  piece 
of  fire  apparatus,  and  it  really  needs  much  more 
protection   than   the   average   district.     Here    we 
have  a  section  situated  on  hills  which  are  so  treach- 
erous that  in  many  instances  it  is  impossible  for 
apparatus  to  mount  them.     You   have  there   a 
large  conflagration  area,  largely  made  up  of  old 
wooden   buildings,    a   residential   district    housing 
30,000  to  35,000  people,  some   of  them   afflicted 
so  that  they  are  unable  to  help  themselves.     We 
need  certainly  at  least  one  piece  of  fire  apparatus, 
and  consequently  I  am  asking  you,  Mr.  President 
and  the  gentlemen  of  the  Council,  to  suspend  the 
rules   and   pass   this  order. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


PROPOSED  ACCEPTANCE  OF  MILTON 
AVENUE. 

Coun.  NORTON  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,    That   the   Board    of   Street   Commis- 
sioners be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor, 
to  accept  and  lay  out  Milton  avenue,  from  Summit 
to  Prospect  street,  Ward  18,   as  a  public  highway. 
Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


PROPOSED  REINSTATEMENT  OF  JOHN  H. 
CORCORAN. 

Coun.  WILSON  offered  the  following: 
Resolved,  That  the  Boston  City  Council  favors 
the  enactment  of  legislation  authorizing  the  rein- 
statement of  John  H.  Corcoran  as  a  member  of 
the  Boston  Fire  Department. 
Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


HEADQUARTERS  FOR  VETERAN  ORGAN- 
IZATIONS. 

On  motion  of  Coun.  WILSON  the  Council  took 
up  assignment  No.  4  on  the  calendar,  viz.: 

4  Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Public 
Buildings  of  the  City  of  Boston  be,  and  he  hereby 
is,  authorized  in  the  name  and  behalf  of  the  City 
of  Boston,  with  the  approval  of  the  Mayor  of  the 
City  of  Boston  and  in  form  satisfactory  to  the 
Law  Department  of  the  City  of  Boston,  to  lease 
for  post  and  camp  headquarters  to  the  following- 
named  veteran  organizations  for  the  term  of  five 
years  at  an  annual  rental  of  one  dollar  a  year, 
the  following  described  premises  with  the  right 
to  cancel  any  lease  of  said  premises  by  giving 
thirty  days'  notice  in  writing  of  its  intention  so 
to  do,  namely: 

Three  rooms  on  first  floor  of  the  Roxbury  Court- 
house, known  as  William  H.  Olin  Hall,  to  Thomas 
G.  Stevenson  Post  26,  G.  A.R. 

Building  on  East  street,  Dorchester,  known  as 
Old  Meeting  House  Hill  Wardroom,  to  Francis 
G.  Kane  Post  60,  A.  L. 

Building  on  Eustis  street,  Roxbury,  known  as 
Old  Fire  House,  Eustis  street,  to  Roger  Wolcott 
Camp  23,  U.  S.  W.  V. 

Room  on  first  floor  of  building  known  as  Old 
Town  Hall,  Brighton,  to  Brighton-Allston  Post 
17,  A.  L. 

Building  known  as  Cross  Street  School,  38  Cross 
street,  Charlestown,  to  Colonel  Fred  B.  Bogan 
Camp  14,  U.  S.  W.  V. 

Rear  room  of  building  known  as  the  Lower  M  ills 
Branch  Library,  Richmond  and  Washington 
streets,  Dorchester,  to  Old  Dorchester  Post  65, 
A.  L. 

Building  known  as  Thomas  Street  Schoolhouse, 
Jamaica  Plain,  to  Boston  Post  200,  G.  A.  R. 

Building  known  as  Smith  Schoolhouse,  Joy 
street,  to  Robert  G.  Bell  Post  20,  G.  A.  R. 

Upper  floor  of  building  known  as  Old  Ladder  5, 
Fourth  street,  South  Boston,  to  Major  M.  J. 
O'Connor  Camp  4,  U.  S.  W.  V. 

Upper  hall  of  building  known  as  Old  Town  Hall 

Brighton,  to  Francis  Washburn  Post  92,  G.  A.  R. 

First  floor  of  building  known  as  Old  Franklin 

Schoolhouse,  1151  Washington  street,  Boston,  to 

Corporal  Gordon  E.  Denton  Post  319,   V.  F.  W. 

Upper  hall,  third  floor  of  building  known  as  Old 
Franklin  Schoolhouse,  1151  Washington  street, 
Boston,  to  Post  7,  G.  A.  R. 

Building  known  as  Old  Police  Station  No.  7, 
Meridian  street,  East  Boston,  to  Lieutenant 
Lawrence  J.  Flaherty  Post  30,  A.  L. 

Second  floor  of  building  known  as  Old  Franklin 
Schoolhouse,  1151  Washington  street,  Boston,  to 
John  A.  Andrew  Post  15,  G.  A.  R. 

and  the  said  Superintendent  of  Public  Buildings 
is  hereby  further  authorized  to  permit  under  a 
written  license  signed  by  the  said  Superintendent 
of  Public  Buildings  and  approved  by  the  Mayor 
and  in  form  satisfactory  to  the  Law  Department 
of  the  City  of  Boston,  the  use  and  occupation  for 
post  and  camp  headquarters  by  the  following 
veteran  organizations,  for  a  term  of  five  years,  at 
a  yearly  rental  of  one  dollar  a  year,  the  following 
premises  with  a  right  for  the  city  to  cancel  any 
license  of  said  premises  by  giving  thirty  days' 
notice  in  writing  of  its  intention  so  to  do,  namely: 
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Rear  room  on  first  floor  of  Hyde  Park  Municipal 
Building.  Room  to  be  used  on  the  first,  second, 
third  and  fourth  Friday  of  each  month,  to  John 
Cleary  Camp  34,  U.  S.  W.  V. 

Room  known  as  the  wardroom  in  the  Columbia 
Road  Municipal  Building.  Room  to  be  used  on 
the  first  and  third  Monday  and  second  and  fourth 
Thursday  of  each  month.  Also  one  room  in  base- 
ment for  term  of  license,  to  All  Dorchester  Post 
154,  A.  L. 

Room  known  as  wardroom  in  the  Columbia 
Road  Municipal  Building.  Room  to  be  used  on 
the  first  and  third  Friday  and  second  and  fourth 
Wednesday  of  each  month,  to  Captain  Drum 
Camp,  U.  S.  W.  V. 

Rear  room  on  the  first  floor  of  the  Hyde  Park 
Municipal  Building.  Room  used  on  all  days 
except  on  those  days  when  in  use  by  the  City  of 
Boston  Health  Department  and  except  on  the  first, 
second,  third  and  fourth  Wednesday  and  Friday 
of  each  month,  to  Cecil  Fogg  Post  73,  A.  L. 

Rear  room  on  first  floor  of  the  Hyde  Park  Munic- 
ipal Building.  Room  to  be  used  on  the  first, 
second,  third  and  fourth  Wednesday  of  each 
month,  to  Timothy  Ingraham  Post  121,  G.  A.  R. 

Room  known  as  wardroom  in  the  Columbia 
Road  Municipal  Building.  Room  to  be  used  on  the 
second  and  fourth  Friday  of  each  month,  to  Dis- 
abled Veterans  Association. 

Room  known  as  wardroom  in  the  Columbia 
Road  Municipal  Building.  Room  to  be  used  on 
the  first  and  third  Tuesday  and  the  first  and  third 
Thursday  of  each  month,  to  Ensign  John  J.  O'Con- 
nell  Post  85,  A.  L. 

Room  known  as  the  wardroom  in  the  Columbia 
Road  Municipal  Building.  Room  to  be  used  on 
the  second  and  fourth  Monday  of  each  month,  to 
Bessie  P.  Edwards  Post  264,  A.  L. 

Room  401,  City  Hall  Annex.  Room  to  be  used 
on  the  second  and  fourth  Monday  evening  of  each 
month,  to  Suffolk  County  Council,  V.  F.  W. 

Room  401,  City  Hall  Annex.  Room  to  be  used 
on  the  first  Sunday  and  second  Tuesday  evening 
of  each  month,  to  Army  and  Navy  Union. 

Room  401,  City  Hall  Annex.  Room  to  be  used 
on  the  second  Sunday  of  each  month,  in  the  after- 
noon, to  Municipal  Council,  U.  S.  W.  V. 

Referred,  on  motion  of  Coun.  WILSON,  to  the 
Executive  Committee. 


RECESS. 

The  Council  voted,  on  motion  of  Coun.  GLEA- 
SON  at  4.15  p.  m.,  to  take  a  recess  subject  to  the 
call  of  the  Chair. 

The  members  reassembled  in  the  Council 
Chamber  at  4.33  p.  m.,  Coun.  GALLAGHER  in 
the  chair. 


EXECUTIVE   COMMITTEE  REPORTS. 

Coun.  BUSH,  for  the  Executive  Committee, 
submitted  reports  as  follows: 

1.  Report  on  petition  (referred  today)  for 
children  under  fifteen  years  of  age  to  appear  at 
places  of  public  amusement,  viz.: 

Anne  Marie  Casey,  South  Boston  Municipal 
Building,  February  10, — that  leave  be  granted 
under  usual  conditions. 

Report  accepted;  said  leave  granted  under 
usual  conditions. 

2.  Report  on  message  of  Mayor  and  order 
(referred  today)  appropriating  $5,000  to  be  ex- 
pended by  Board  of  Zoning  Adjustment — that 
same  ought  to  pass. 

Report  accepted;  said  order  passed,  yeas  15, 
nays  0. 


CONFIRMATION   OF   EXECUTIVE 
APPOINTMENTS. 

On  motion  of  Coun.  WILSON  the  Council  took 
up,  under  unfinished  business,  from  No.  2  on  the 
calendar  (being  action  on  appointments  sub- 
mitted by  the  Mayor  January  19,  1931,  of  con- 
stables) the  names  of  Joseph  Landy,  Cornelius  J. 
Monahan,  John  M.  Kelly  and  Joseph  M.  Weinberg. 

The  question  came  on  confirmation.  Commit- 
tee, Coun.  Green  and  Hein.  Whole  number  of 
ballots  17,  yeas  17,  and  the  appointments  were 
confirmed. 


Adjourned  at  4.40  p.  m.,  on  motion  of  Coun 
BUSH,  to  meet  on  Monday,  February  9,  1931,  at 
2  p.  m. 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceedings  of  City  Council. 


Monday,  February  9,  1931. 
Regular  meeting  of  the  City  Council  held  in  the 
Council  Chamber,  City  Hall,  at  2  p.  m.,  President 
McGRATH   in   the   chair  and  all   the  members 
present,  except  Coun.  Murray. 


APPOINTMENTS  BY   THE   MAYOR. 

Subject  to  confirmation  by  the  Council  the 
Mayor  submitted  the  following  appointments  for 
the  term  ending  April  30,  1931,  viz.: 

Constable:  William  .T.  Lally,  54  Withington 
street,  Dorchester;  Herbert  W.  Bacon,  1  Pevear 
place,  Roxbury;  Jeremiah  F.  Gallagher,  25  North 
Munroe  terrace,  Dorchester. 

Weigher  of  Coal:  Alexander  B.  Ober,  4  Leicester 
street,  Brighton. 

Severally  laid  over  a  week  under  the  law. 


TRAFFIC   LIGHTS,  HYDE   PARK   AVENUE. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  February  9,  1931. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  herewith  transmit  to  you  report 
from  Joseph  A.  Conry,  Traffic  Commissioner, 
regarding  traffic  lights  at  the  corner  of  Hyde  Park 
avenue  and  Cummins  Highway.  This  is  in  reply  to 
your  order  dated  January  26,  1931. 
Respectfully, 

Joseph  McGrath, 

Acting  Mayor. 

Boston  Traffic  Commission, 
154  Berkeley  Street,  February  5,  1931. 
Hon.  James  M.  Curley, 

Mayor  of  Boston. 
Dear   Sir, — I   have   the   honor   to   acknowledge 
receipt    of    order    from    the    City    Council    dated 
January  26,  in  regard  to  traffic  lights  at  the  corner 
of  Hyde  Park  avenue  and  Cummins  Highway. 

It  would  be  very  desirable  to  establish  traffic- 
signals  at  this  intersection  as  indeed  at  many  other 
intersections  in  this  vicinity. 

The  statistics  on  file  in  the  office  of  the  traffic 
engineer  indicate  that  other  intersections  arc  more 
in  need  of  traffic  signal  lights. 

This  order  of  the  City  Council  will  be  placed  on 
our  list  and  when  conditions  warrant  a  recom- 
mendation will  be  made  as  to  installing  the  desired 
lights. 

Very  truly  yours, 

Joseph  A.  Conry, 

Commissioner. 
Placed  on  file. 


REPORT  FROM  FIRE  COMMISSIONER, 

The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  February  9,  1931. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  herewith  transmit  to  you  report 
from  Edward  F.  McLaughlin,  Fire  Commissioner, 
regarding  advisability  of  relocating  Engine  6  in  its 
former  quarters  on  Leverett  street,  and  to  relocate 
Ladder  24  in  its  former  quarters  on  North  Grove 
street.  This  is  in  reply  to  your  order  of  January 
26,  1931. 

Respectfully, 

Joseph  McGrath, 

Acting  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Fire  Department,  February  4,  1931. 
Hon.  James  M.  Curley, 

M?iyor  of  Boston. 
Dear  Sir, — 1  return  herewith  the  following  order, 
passed  by  the  City  Council  January  26,  1931: 
"Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  direct  the 


Fire  Commissioner  to  report  upon  the  advisability 
of  relocating  Engine  6  in  its  former  quarters  on 
Leverett  street,  and  to  relocate  Ladder  24  in  its 
former  quarters  on  North  Grove  street." 

The  study  and  plans  for  the  fire  station  at  Bow- 
doin  square  were  made  and  completed  more  than 
two  years  ago,  and  the  building  referred  to  was  well 
under  construction  more  than  a  year  ago.  From 
what  1  understand  its  location  and  construction  are 
supposed  to  represent  a  study  of  the  location  of  fire 
houses  in  the  City  of  Boston  with  a  general  idea  of 
relocation  and  consolidation  of  stations  with  a  view 
to  providing  better  fire  protection  for  the  entire 
community. 

A  study  of  the  conditions  in  the  City  of  Boston, 
with  relation  to  the  locations  of  its  fire  stations, 
shows  the  necessity  of  a  rearrangement  of  these 
houses  if  it  is  desired  to  improve  the  fire  protection, 
and  make  it  possible  for  the  apparatus  quartered  in 
some  of  the  buildings  to  give  better  service  to  a 
greater  territory  than  it  does  at  present.  To  what 
extent  such  a  reorganization  should  go  is  prob- 
lematical. 

Prior  to  the  consolidation  of  fire  stations  at 
Bowdoin  square,  a  ladder  company  was  located  at 
North  Grove  street,  an  engine  company  was 
stationed  at  Leverett  street,  and  an  engine  com- 
pany and  water  tower  company  at  Bulfinch  street. 
With  the  completion  of  the  station  a  rescue  com- 
pany was  added  making  in  all  five  companies  in 
the  station.  The  wisdom  of  this  change  can  only 
be  proved  by  experience,  and  I  recommend  that 
conditions  remain  as  they  are  at  present  until  the 
present  arrangement  has  been  given  a  fair  trial. 
The  records  of  this  department  show  no  delays  in 
response  up  to  the  present  time. 

No  doubt  conditions  will  be  greatly  improved 
when  the  present  plans  are  adopted  to  build  a  new 
fire  station  to  provide  quarters  for  Engine  Com- 
pany 8,  now  located  on  Salem  street  and  Ladder 
Company  1,  Friend  street.  These  two  companies 
are  now  in  congested  localities  where  they  are 
hampered  in  response  to  alarms  by  traffic  condi- 
tions; properly  located  in  a  new  station  on  a  more 
accessible  street,  they  should  relieve  any  concern 
about  fire  protection  in  the  North  and  West  Ends. 
Yours  very  truly, 

Edwabd  F.  McLaughlin, 

Fire  Commissioner. 

Placed  on  file. 


EAGLE   HILL  PLAYGROUND. 

The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  February  9,  1931. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  herewith  transmit  to  you  report 
of  William  P.  Long,  chairman  of  the  Boston  Park 
Commission,  regarding  your  request  to  cut  an 
entrance  from  the  street  through  the  bleachers  at 
the  Eagle  Hill  Playground.  This  is  in  reply  to 
your  order  of  February  2,  1931. 
Respectfully, 

Joseph  McGrath, 
Acting  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Park  Department,  February  5,  1931. 
Hon.  James  M.  Curley, 

Mayor  of  Boston. 
Dear  Sir, — I  am  in  receipt  of  an  order  from  the 
City    Council    that  the  Park    Commission  bo  re- 
quested to  cut  an  entrance  from  the  street  through 
the  bleachers  at  the  Eagle  Hill  Playground. 

I  feel  it  would  be  very  inadvisable  to  cut  an 
entrance  through  the  center  of  the  bleachers,  but 
I  do  think  it  might  be  possible  to  build  a  stair- 
way in  close  proximity.  I  will  investigate  and  if 
it  is  possible  to  put  in  an  additional  entrance  at 
this  point,  it  will  be  a  pleasure  to  do  so. 
Very  respectfully  yours, 

William  P.  Long, 

Chairman. 
Placed  on  file. 


FRANCHISE    OF    UNION    FREIGHT    KAIL- 
ROAD   COMPANY. 

The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  February  9,  1931. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  herewith  transmit  to  you  report 
from  Samuel  Silverman,  Corporation  Counsel,  re- 
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garding  the  request  that  the  City  Council  be  fur- 
nished with  information  relative  to  the  franchise 
of  the  Union  Freight  Railroad  Company.     This  is 
in  reply  to  your  order  of  January  26,  1931. 
Respectfully, 

Joseph  McGeath, 

Acting  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Law  Department,  February  5,  1931. 
Hon.  James  M.  Curley, 

^ Mayor  of  Boston. 
Dear    Sir, — This    is    in    reply    to    the    request 
contained   in    the   following    order    of    the    City 
Council  dated  January  26,  1931: 

Ordered,  That  the  Corporation  Counsel  be  re- 
quested, through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  furnish 
the  City  Council  with  information  relative  to  the 
franchise  of  the  Union  Freight  Railroad  Company, 
the  length  of  time  it  has  to  run,  the  hours  in 
which  their  cars  are  allowed  to  use  Atlantic  avenue 
and  Causeway  street,  whether  or  not  any  limit 
has  been  placed  on  the  number  of  cars  to  be  hauled 
through  said  streets  at  any  one  time,  etc. 

The  provisions  of  law  relating  to  the  franchise 
of  the  Union  Freight  Railroad  Company  are  con- 
tained in  chapter  342  of  the  Acts  of  1872,  chapter 
430  of  the  Acts  of  1901  and  chapter  92  of  the 
Acts  of  1930. 

Chapter  342  of  the  Acts  of  1872  is  as  follows: 
"Section  1.  George  B.  Upton,  Percival  L. 
Everett,  Henry  S.  Russell,  their  associates  and 
successors,  are  hereby  made  a  corporation  by  the 
name  of  the  Union  Freight  Railroad  Company,  for 
the  purpose  of  locating,  constructing,  maintain- 
ing and  operating  a  railroad,  for  public  use  in 
the  conveyance  of  freight  only,  with  convenient 
single  or  double  tracks,  between  the  terminal 
points  of  the  several  steam  railroads  entering  the 
city  of  Boston,  and  extending  in  and  through  such 
portions  of  the  following  streets  as  may  be  neces- 
sary for  that  purpose,  namely:  Lowell,  Brighton, 
Causeway,  Minot,  Nashua,  Commercial,  Prince, 
Hanover,  Fleet,  India,  Broad,  Atlantic  avenue, 
Federal,  Kneeland,  Cove,  Lincoln  and  Eliot  streets, 
and  upon  and  over  such  other  streets  as  the  board 
of  aldermen  of  said  city  may  from  time  to  time 
determine,  on  the  petition  of  the  said  corporation; 
with  the  right  also  to  construct,  use  and  maintain 
side  tracks  from  its  main  tracks  to  any  wharf  or 
wharves  or  warehouses,  when  requested,  in  writing, 
so  to  do  by  a  majority  in  interest  of  the  owners 
or  occupants  of  such  wharves  or  warehouses: 
provided,  however,  that  no  side  track  shall  be  laid 
upon  a  public  street  to  any  wharf  or  warehouse 
without  the  approval  of  the  board  of  aldermen;  and 
provided,  also,  that  the  rails  for  said  tracks  shall 
be  of  such  pattern,  suitable  for  railway  freight 
cars  in  common  use,  aB  the  board  of  aldermen  may 
prescribe.  Said  corporation  shall  have  all  the 
powers  and  privileges  and  be  subject  to  all  the 
duties,  restrictions  and  liabilities  set  forth  in  all 
general  laws  which  now  are  or  hereafter  may  be  in 
force  relating  to  street  railway  corporations,  and 
to  other  railroad  corporations,  so  far  as  the  same 
may  be  applicable. 

"Section  2.  Every  railroad  corporation  by 
whose  road  said  Union  Freight  Railroad  passes,  may 
in  the  manner  prescribed  by  said  board  of  alder- 
men, connect  its  tracks  with  the  same  for  the 
transportation  of  freight;  and  every  such  railroad 
corporation  is  empowered  to  make  such  connec- 
tions, and  in  making  such  connections  said  railroad 
corporations  shall  have  all  the  powers  and  be  sub- 
ject to  all  the  liabilities  set  forth  in  the  sixty-third 
chapter  of  the  General  Statutes  and  in  the  laws 
supplemental  thereto;  and  it  shall  be  the  duty  of 
said  Union  Freight  Railroad  Company  to  receive 
and  deliver  freight  cars  at  each  of  said  connections, 
and  to  haul  the  same  over  its  road  at  its  established 
rates.  The  cars  on  said  road  may  be  drawn  during 
the  night  by  steam  power,  subject  to  the  regulation 
of  said  board  of  aldermen. 

"Section  3.  Said  corporation  shall  have  the 
power  to  fix  and  collect  such  tolls  for  the  transporta- 
tion of  freight  as  they  may  from  time  to  time  deem 
expedient;  provided,  that  said  rates  shall  only  be 
sufficient  to  pay  the  reasonable  and  necessary 
expenses  of  said  corporation,  and  to  pay  a  divi- 
dend of  five  per  centum  semi-annually  upon  the 
actual  cost  of  the  construction  and  equipment  of 
its  road. 

"Section  4.  Said  corporation  may,  within  its 
authorized  limits,  and  for  the  purposes  of  this 
act,  enter  upon  and  use  any  part  of  the  tracks 
of  any  other  street  railroad,  and  may  suitably 
strengthen  and  improve  such  tracks;    and  if  the 


corporations  cannot  agree  upon  the  manner  and 
conditions  of  such  entry  and  use,  or  the  com- 
pensation to  be  paid  therefor,  the  same  shall  be 
determined  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of 
the  thirty-eighth  section  of  chapter  three  hun- 
dred and  eighty-one  of  the  acts  of  the  year  eighteen 
hundred  and  seventy-one. 

"Section  5.  The  capital  stock  of  said  corpora- 
tion shall  not  exceed  the  sum  of  five  hundred  thou- 
sand dollars. 

"Section  6.  Said  corporation  shall  within  four 
months  from  the  passage  of  this  act,  take  the 
tracks,  or  any  part  thereof,  of  the  Marginal 
Freight  Railway  Company,  subject  to  the  laws 
relating  to  the  taking  of  land  by  railroad  com- 
panies and  the  compensation  to  be  made  therefor. 

"Section  7.  Chapter  one  hundred  and  seventy 
of  the  acts  of  the  year  eighteen  hundred  and 
sixty-seven,  entitled  an  act  to  incorporate  the 
Marginal  Freight  Railway  Company,  and  so  much 
of  chapter  four  hundred  and  sixty-one  of  the  acts 
of  the  year  eighteen  hundred  and  sixty-nine,  as 
relates  to  said  Marginal  Freight  Railway  Company, 
are  hereby  repealed. 

"Section  8.  The  corporate  powers  conferred 
by  this  act  shall  cease,  unless  within  one  year  from 
the  date  of  its  passage  the  Union  Freight  Rail- 
road Company  shall  have  constructed  a  track  or 
tracks,  in  suitable  condition  for  use,  in  accordance 
with  the  terms  of  this  act,  connecting  one  or  more 
of  the  steam  railroads  on  the  northerly  side  of  the 
city  of  Boston  with  one  or  more  of  the  steam  rail- 
roads on  the  southerly  side  of  said  city;  provided, 
however,  that  the  board  of  railroad  commissioners 
may  at  their  discretion  extend  the  time  herein 
allowed  for  building  the  road  for  a  further  period 
not  exceeding  one  year,  on  sufficient  cause  shown. 

".Section  9.  The  provisions  of  this  act,  and  the 
franchise,  rights,  powers,  privileges,  duties  and 
liabilities  of  the  corporation  established  under 
this  act  may  be  altered,  amended  or  repealed,  and 
the  legislature  may  annul  or  dissolve  said  cor- 
poration. 

"Section  10.  This  act  shall  take  effect  upon  its 
passage." 

Chapter  342  of  the  Acts  of  1872  was  amended 
in  section  1  of  chapter  430  of  the  Acts  of  1901  so 
as  to  read  as  follows: 

"Section  1.  George  B.  Upton,  Percival  L. 
Everett,  Henry  S.  Russell,  their  associates  and 
successors,  are  hereby  made  a  corporation  by  the 
name  of  the  Union  Freight^  Railroad  Company, 
for  the  purpose  of  locating*  constructing,  main- 
taining and  operating  a  railroad,  for  public  use  in 
the  conveyance  of  freight  only,  with  convenient 
single  or  double  tracks,  between  the  terminal 
points  of  the  several  steam  railroads  entering  the 
city  of  Boston,  and  extending  in  and  through  such 
portions  of  the  following  streets  as  rnay  be  neces- 
sary for  that  purpose,  namely:  Lowell,  Cause- 
way, Commercial,  Atlantic  avenue  and  Cove: 
provided,  that  Lowell  street  and  that  part  of  Cause- 
way street  which  lies  between  Haverhill  and 
Lowell  streets  shall  be  used  for  the  operation  of 
the  said  railroad  only  between  the  hours  of  twelve 
o'clock,  midnight,  and  five  o'clock  in  the  morning, 
except  that  when  perishable  freight  is  to  be  trans- 
ported the  said  company  may  operate  the  said 
railroad  at  any  hour  of  the  day  or  night,  under 
such  permission  to  do  so  as  may  be  granted  by 
the  board  of  railroad  commissioners;  and  upon 
and  over  such  other  streets  as  the  board  of  alder- 
men of  said  city  may  from  time  to  time  determine, 
on  the  petition  of  the  said  corporation;  with  the 
right  also  to  construct,  use  and  maintain  side 
tracks  from  its  main  tracks  to  any  wharf  or  wharves 
or  warehouses,  when  requested,  in  writing,  so  to 
do  by  a  majority  in  interest  of  the  owners  or 
occupants  of  such  wharves  or  warehouses:  pro- 
vided, however,  that  no  side  track  shall  be  laid 
upon  a  public  street  to  any  wharf  or  warehouse 
without  the  approval  of  the  board  of  aldermen; 
and  provided,  also,  that  the  rails  for  6aid  tracks 
shall  be  of  such  pattern,  suitable  for  railway  freight 
cars  in  common  use,  as  the  board  of  aldermen  may 
prescribe.  Said  corporation  shall  have  all  the 
powers  and  privileges  and  be  subject  to  all  the 
duties,  restrictions  and  liabilities  set  forth  in  all 
general  laws  which  now  are  or  hereafter  may  be 
in  force  relating  to  street  railway  corporations, 
and  to  other  railroad  corporations,  so  far  as  the 
same  may  be  applicable." 

By  chapter  92  of  the  Acts  of  1930  said  section 
was  again  amended  so  as  to  read  as  follows: 

"Section    1.     George   B.    Upton,    Percival    L. 
Everett,   Henry  S.  Russell,  their  associates  and 
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successors,  are  hereby  made  a  corporation  by  the 
name  of  the  Union  Freight  Railroad  Company, 
for  the  purpose  of  locating,  constructing,  main- 
taining and  operating  a  railroad,  for  public  use  in 
the  conveyance  of  freight  only,  with  convenient 
single  or  double  tracks,  between  the  terminal 
points  of  the  several  steam  railroads  entering  the 
city  of  Boston,  and  extending  in  and  through  such 
portions  of  the  following  streets  as  may  be  nec- 
cessary  for  that  purpose,  namely:  Causeway  street 
(from  the  southwesterly  line,  extended,  of  Haver- 
hill street  to  Commercial  street),  Commercial 
street,  Atlantic  avenue  and  Cove  street,  and  upon 
and  over  such  other  streets  as  the  board  of  alder- 
men of  said  city  may  from  time  to  time  determine, 
on  the  petition  of  the  said  corporation;  with  the 
right  also  to  construct,  use  and  maintain  side 
tracks  from  its  main  tracks  to  any  wharf  or  wharves 
or  warehouses,  when  requested,  in  writing,  so  to 
do  by  a  majority  in  interest  of  the  owners  or 
occupants  of  such  wharves  or  warehouses:  pro- 
vided, however,  that  no  side  track  shall  be  laid 
upon  a  public  street  to  any  wharf  or  warehouse 
without  the  approval  of  the  board  of  aldermen; 
and  provided,  also,  that  the  rails  for  said  tracks 
shall  be  of  such  pattern,  suitable  for  railway 
freight  cars  in  common  use,  as  the  board  of  alder- 
men may  prescribe.  Said  corporation  shall  have 
all  the  powers  and  privileges  and  be  subject  to  all 
the  duties,  restrictions  and  liabilities  set  forth  in 
all  general  laws  which  now  are  or  hereafter  may 
be  in  force  relating  to  street  railway  corporations, 
and  to  other  railroad  corporations,  so  far  as  the 
same  may  be  applicable." 

You  will  observe  that  this  franchise  is  to  con- 
tinue in  effect  until  altered,  amended  or  repealed 
by  the  Legislature,  and  the  limitation  as  to  the 
hours  in  which  cars  are  allowed  to  operate  on 
Atlantic  avenue  and  Causeway  street  has  been 
removed  by  the  provisions  of  chapter  92  of  the 
Acts  of  1930,  and  there  is  no  limit  placed  on  the 
number  of  cars  to  be  hauled  through  the  authorized 
streets  at  any  one  time. 

Very  truly  yours, 

Samuel  Silverman, 
Corporation  Counsel. 

Placed  on  file. 


PETITIONS  REFERRED. 

The  following  petitions  were  received  and  re- 
ferred to  the  committees  named,  viz.: 

Claims. 

Alpha  Lunch  Company,  for  compensation  for 
damage  to  property  at  36  Scollay  square,  caused 
by  defective  sewer  pipe. 

American  Flour  Company,  for  compensation  for 
damage  to  property  on  ferryboat. 

E.  J.  Babcock,  for  compensation  for  damage  to 
truck  caused  by  an  alleged  defect  in  Dunmore 
street,  Roxbury. 

Annie  Cogswell,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  defect  in  street  at  105  Eutaw  street, 
East  Boston. 

Anthony  Crus,  for  compensation  for  damage  to 
property  at  292  Athens  street,  caused  by  fire 
truck. 

Rose  Elf  man,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  an  alleged  defect  at  40  Bradford  street. 

Federal  Yeast  Corporation,  for  compensation 
for  damage  to  car  by  city  car. 

Becky  Gorfinkle,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  an  alleged  defect  at  1  Wabon  street. 

Edward  T.  P.  Graham,  for  compensation  for 
expenses  incurred  in  cleaning  drains  at  488  Beacon 
street. 

Catherine  Hart,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  an  alleged  defect  at  72  Fayette  street. 

Mary  Kenney,  for  compensation  for  loss  of  hens 
killed  by  police  dog. 

Elsie  K.  Leavitt,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  an  alleged  defect  at  132  Broad  street. 

Albert  Lebovitz,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  an  alleged  defect  at  Livingston  street, 
Dorchester. 

Isaac  B.  Lotkin,  for  compensation  for  damag 
to  car  by  city  truck. 

Mrs.  Isabel  F.  McDonough,  for  compensation 
for  damage  to  car  by  police  car. 

Albert  L.  and  Celia  L.  O'Connell,  for  compensa- 
tion for  injuries  caused  by  city  truck. 

Sidney  Peterson,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  car  by  city  truck. 

John  Repetto,  for  compensation  for  damage  to 
car  by  city  truck. 


Roxbury  Garage,  Inc.,  for  compensation  for 
damage  to  property  at  803  Shawmut  avenue, 
caused  by  sanitary  truck. 

Josephine  F.  Russell,  for  compensation  for  in- 
juries caused  by  an  alleged  defect  at  355  Hun- 
tington avenue. 

Paul  Tatel,  for  compensation  for  damage  to  car 
by  city  truck. 

F.  W.  Woolworth  Company,  for  refund  on  refuse 
tickets. 

Blanche  Mary  Zubel,  for  compensation  for  in- 
juries caused  by  an  alleged  defect  at  80  Rossmore 
road. 

Michele  Sciaraffe,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  defective  water  meter  cover  at  104 
Prince  street. 

Committee  on  Jitney  Licenses. 
Petition  of  Boston  Elevated  Railway  Company 
to  operate  motor  vehicles  between  junction  of 
Tremont  street  and  Huntington  avenue  and 
Copley  square,  Boston;  over  Huntington  avenue, 
Exeter  street,  Boylston  street,  Dartmouth  street, 
Huntington  avenue. 

Executive. 

Petition  was  received  from  the  Boston  National 

League  Baseball  Company  for  renewal  of  license 

for  year  1931  for  Braves  Field,  32  Gaffney  street, 

under  section  22  of  chapter  136  of  General  Laws. 


LEASING  OF  WINTHROP  STREET 
SCHOOL. 

A  communication  was  received  from  the  School 
Committee  requesting  passage  of  order  authoriz- 
ing leasing  to  James  F.  Mahoney-Roxbury  Post 
457,  Veterans  of  Foreign  Wars  of  the  United 
States,  the  Winthrop  Street  School  in  Roxbury. 

Placed  on  file. 


CONSTABLES'   BONDS. 

The  constables'  bonds  of  Hyman  Fryhon,  Cor- 
nelius J.  Monahan,  Joseph  M.  Weinberg,  having 
been  duly  approved  by  the  City  Treasurer,  were 
received  and  approved. 


REGISTRY   OF   DEEDS  PAY   ROLL. 

The  pay  roll  of  Registry  of  Deeds  from  Febru- 
ary 1  to  Tebruary  15,  1931,  inclusive,  regular 
employees,  for  $4,846.37,  was  received  and 
approved. 


MUNICIPAL  BUILDING,  WARD   14. 

Coun.  RUBY  offered  the  following: 
Resolved,  That  the  Boston  City  Council  favors 
the  enactment  of  legislation  authorizing  the  bor- 
rowing, outside  of  the  debt  limit,  of  a  sum  suffi- 
cient for  the  erection  of  a  municipal  building  in 
Ward  14  of  said  city. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


GARAGE,   POLICE   STATION    12. 

Coun.  MAHONEY  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  ten  thousand  dollais 
be,  and  the  same  hereby  is,  appropriated,  to  be 
expended  under  the  direction  of  the  Police  Com- 
missioner for  the  taking  of  land  and  the  erection 
of  a  garage  adjacent  to  Police  Station  12,  South 
Boston,  and  that  to  meet  such  expense  the  City 
Treasurer  be  authorized  to  issue,  from  time  to 
time,  bonds  or  certificates  of  indebtedness  of  the 
city  to  said  amount. 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 


AMENDMENT   TO   SUNDAY   SPORTS 
ORDINANCE. 
Coun.  LYNCH  offered  the  following: 

An  Ordinance  Concerning  Sunday  Sports. 
Be  it  ordained  by  the  City  Council  of  Boston,  as 
follows: 
Chapter  one  of  the  Ordinances  of  1929  concern- 
ing professional  outdoor  sports  on  the  Lord's  Day, 
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is  hereby  amended  in  clause  five  of  section  one  by 
striking  out  the  words  "ending  on  November  15 
in  each  year"  and  inserting  in  place  thereof  the 
words  "of  one  year  beginning  March  1." 
Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Ordinances 


MUNICIPAL    COURTHOUSE,    ROXBURY. 

Coun.  DOWD  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  six  hundred  thousand 
dollars  be,  and  the  same  hereby  is,  appropriated, 
to  be  expended  under  the  direction  of  the  Super- 
intendent of  Public  Buildings  for  the  erection 
of  a  new  Municipal  Courthouse  in  the  Roxbury 
district,  and  that  to  meet  such  expense  the  City 
Treasurer  be  authorized  to  issue,  from  time  to 
time,  at  the  request  of  the  Mayor,  bonds  or  certfie- 
cates  of  indebtedness  of  the  city  to  said  amount. 
Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 


GREENVILLE   STREET,   WARD   8. 

Coun.  DOWD  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Traffic  Commissioner  be  re- 
quested, through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  designate 
Greenville  street,  Ward  8,  as  a  one-way  thorough- 
fare. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


LEASE  OF  WINTHROP  STREET  SCHOOL. 

Coun.  DOWD  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  School  Committee  be  author- 
ized in  the  name  and  behalf  of  the  city  to  lease  to 
the  James  F.  Mahoney-Roxbury  Post  457,  Vet- 
erans of  Foreign  Wars  of  the  United  States,  the 
Winthrop  Street  School  in  Roxbury,  such  oc- 
cupancy to  be  discontinued  at  the  will  of  the 
School  Committee. 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 


PROHIBITION   OF   BOOTBLACKING 
ON   SUNDAY. 

Coun.  DOWD  offered  the  following: 
An   Ordinance   Prohibiting    Bootblacking    on    the 

Lord's  Day. 
Be  it  ordained  by  the  City  Council  of  Boston,  as 
follows: 

Chapter  thirty-nine  of  the  Revised  Ordinances 
of  1925  is  hereby  amended  by  inserting  after  sec- 
tion ninety-two  the  following  section: 

Section  92-A.  No  person  shall  work  as,  or 
carry  on  the  business  of,  a  bootblack  on  the  Lord's 
Day. 

Couu.  DOWD — Mr.  President,  I  might  say  in 
respect  to  that  order  that  the  General  Court  at  its 
last  session  passed  a  law,  leaving  it  up  to  cities  and 
towns  within  their  own  discretion  to  take  action 
in  this  matter.  Representatives  of  the  boot- 
blackers'  organization  have  waited  on  me  and  asked 
me  to  change  the  ordinance  in  the  City  of  Boston, 
and  I  ask  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Ordi- 
nances to  have  a  public  hearing  on  the  matter 
before  the  ordinance  is  changed. 

The  ordinance  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Ordinances. 


INDORSEMENT  OF  KENDALL  WEEKLY 

HALF-HOLIDAY   BILL. 
Coun.  DONOVAN  offered  the  following: 
Resolved,  That  the  City  Council  of  the  City  of 
Boston  hereby  indorses  and  favors  the  immediate 
passage  of  the  Kendall  weekly  half-holiday  bill, 
now    pending   before    the   United    States    Senate, 
which  provides  for  a  Saturday  half-holiday  for  the 
employees  of  the  Post  Office  Department. 
Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


LOCKER    BUILDING,    CHARLESTOWN 
HEIGHTS. 

Coun.  GREEN  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  twenty-five  thousand 
dollars  be,  and  the  same  hereby  is,  appropriated,  to 


be  expended  under  the  direction  of  the  Park  Com- 
mission for  the  erection  of  a  locker  building  on 
Charlestown  Heights,  and  that  to  meet  Buch  ex- 
pense the  City  Treasurer  be  authorized  to  issue, 
from  time  to  time,  at  the  request  of  the  Mayor, 
bonds  or  certificates  of  indebtedness  of  the  city  to 
said  amount. 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 


ERECTION  OF  NEW  STATE  PRISON. 

Coun.  GREEN  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  requested 
to  ask  his  Excellency  the  Governor  to  expedite  as 
much  as  possible  the  erection  of  the  new  State 
Prison  at  Norfolk,  because  of  the  present  inade- 
quate, unsafe,  and  unsanitary  conditions  existing 
at  the  Charlestown  institution,  where  nine  hundred 
thirty-one  prisoners  are  housed,  necessitating  the 
assignment  of  three  to  a  cell;  and  in  the  meantime 
to  relieve  the  situation  as  much  as  possible  by  the 
assignment  of  prisoners  to  the  construction  camp 
at  Norfolk,  and  to  other  prison  camps. 
Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


ADDITIONAL     PROBATIONAL    PRIVATE-, 
FIRE  DEPARTMENT. 

Coun.  FITZGERALD  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Budget  Commissioner  be 
requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  make 
a  transfer  of  interdepartmental  funds  in  an  amount 
sufficient  to  provide  for  the  appointment  of  seventy- 
five  probational  privates  in  the  Fire  Department. 
Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


REINSTATEMENT     OF     MEMBERS     01 
POLICE  DEPARTMENT. 

Coun.  FITZGERALD  offered  the  following: 
Resolved,  That  the  Boston  City  Council  favors 
the  enactment  of  legislation  authorizing  the  City 
of  Boston  to  reinstate  in  the  Police  Department 
certain  persons  who  were  members  of  said  depart- 
ment on  September  9,  1919. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


PAYMENT  TO  MOTHER  OF  JAMES  LONG. 

Coun.  FITZGERALD  offered  the  following: 
Resolved,  That  the  Boston  City  Council  favors 
(lie  enactment  of  legislation  authorizing  the  pay- 
ment of  a  sum  of  money  to  the  mother  of  James 
Long  who  was  injured  at  the  William  E.  Blackstonc 
School. 
Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


GENERAL  LAWS  FOR  COUNCIL 
.MEMBERS. 

Coun.  HEIN  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  City  Messenger  be,  and  he 
licrcby  is,  authorized  to  furnish  each  member  of 
the  Boston  City  Council  with  a  set  of  the  General 
Laws,  the  cost  thereof  to  be  charged  to  the  appro- 
priation of  the  City  Council. 

Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 


FIVE-DAY   WEEK. 

Coun.  DOWD  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  President  of  the  Boston  City 
Council  be,  and  he  hereby  is,  authorized  to  appoint 
a  committee  of  five  members  of  the  Council  to 
study  the  advisability  of  putting  into  effect  a 
five-day  week  for  all  employees  of  the  County  of 
Suffolk  and  City  of  Boston,  without  reduction  in 
pay. 

Coun.  DOWD — Mr.  President,  from  the 
inaugural  address  of  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  I 
desire  to  read  these  extracts: 

"I  recommend  for  your  earnest  consideration 
a  study  during  the  present  year  of  ways  and  means 
of  adoption  in  1932  of  a  five-day  working  week  for 
all  persons  in  the  employ  of  the  City  of  Boston." 
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And  farther  down: 

"The  adoption  generally  of  the  five-day  week 
should  prove  beneficial  to  all  the  people  and  is 
worthy  of  our  more  serious  thought." 

In  this  order  I  have  asked  the  President  to 
appoint  a  committee  of  five  members  of  the 
Council  to  study  the  question  and  consider  the 
advisability  of  having  a  five-day  week  for  all  city 
and  Suffolk  County  employees,  without  reduction 
of  pay.  Through  United  States  Senator  David  I. 
Walsh,  within  the  last  three  months,  a  five-day 
week  for  all  Federal  employees  has  been  adopted. 
That  has  been  in  accordance  with  the  wishes  of  all 
labor  organizations,  and  it  is  something  that  has 
been  generally  considered  will  be  beneficial  to  all 
concerned.  This  is  something  that  is  advocated 
by  the  leaders  in  commercial,  business  and  labor 
circles  in  the  City  of  Boston  and  elsewhere  in  the 
country.  I  see  no  real  reason  why  Boston  should 
lag  in  the  establishment  of  a  five-day  week,  why 
we  should  wait  until  1932  before  putting  it  into 
effect.  It  is  going  to  be  a  great  benefit  to  all  con- 
cerned, and  in  my  opinion  now  is  the  time  to  take 
action.  I  have  therefore  introduced  an  order  that 
a  committee  be  appointed  to  consider  this  matter 
and  report  back  immediately,  so  that  their  report 
may  go  to  the  Mayor  of  Boston. 

The  order  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Rules. 


DEMOLITION  OF  ELEVATED  STRUCTURE. 

Coun.  DOWD  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  requested 

to  introduce  legislation  providing  for  the  demolition 

of  the  present  elevated  structure  along  Washington 

street,  from  Broadway  to  the  Forest  Hills  terminal. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


RAPID   TRANSIT   TUNNEL. 

Coun.  DOWD  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  requested 
to  introduce  legislation  authorizing  the  expendi- 
ture of  twenty-five  million  dollars,  over  a  period 
of  ten  years,  for  the  construction  of  a  rapid  transit 
tunnel  from  Sullivan  square,  Charlestown,  to  the 
present  elevated  terminal  in  Forest  Hills. 

Coun.  DOWD— Mr.  President,  the  order  that 
the  clerk  has  just  read  calls  upon  the  Mayor  to 
request  legislation  which  will  enable  the  city  to 
borrow  $2.5,000,000  in  the  next  ten  years  for  the 
construction  of  a  rapid  transit  tunnel  from  Sullivan 
square,  Charlestown,  to  the  Forest  Hills  terminal. 
I  am  in  hearty  agreement  that  rapid  transit  should 
be  extended  throughout  the  entire  city  and  subur- 
ban towns,  but  I  am  also  of  the  opinion  that  before 
huge  expenditures  of  millions  are  made  for  the 
benefit  of  suburban  towns  and  cities  the  people  of 
Boston  should  derive  some  benefit  from  the  amount 
they  are  expending  and  that  they  will  be  called 
upon  to  expend.  We  have  in  Charlestown  and 
running  through  the  South  End  of  the  city  and  out 
to  Forest  Hills  an  elevated  structure  which  is  an 
eyesore  to  the  community.  It  has  driven  business 
out  of  Charlestown,  the  South  End  and  Roxbury, 
and  I  believe  the  time  has  now  come  when  the 
City  of  Boston  should  take  some  steps  toward  pro- 
viding a  rapid  transit  tunnel  for  the  citizens  of 
Boston.  We  are  compelled  to  pay  practically  90 
per  cent  of  the  amount  expended  for  all  tunnels 
built,  not  only  for  the  benefit  of  this  city  but  for 
the  benefit  of  Brookline,  Winthrop,  Revere. 
Chelsea  and  other  towns  of  metropolitan  Boston. 
I  am  firmly  convinced  that  the  demolition  of  the 
present  Elevated  structure  from  Sullivan  square 
to  Forest  Hills  would  bring  in  increased  property 
valuations  of  at  least  $10,000,000  and  would  result 
in  a  large  increase  in  taxes  to  the  City  of  Boston. 
The  councilor  from  Charlestown  will  tell  you  that 
in  his  opinion  business  to  the  amount  of  millions 
has  been  driven  out  of  Charlestown  by  this  eye- 
sore, this  elevated  structure.  I  say,  therefore, 
that  we  should  ask  the  Legislature  to  allow  us  to 
borrow  this  money  during  the  next  ten  years.  So 
far  as  work  done  for  the  other  towns  and  com- 
munities outside  of  Boston,  that  question  will  take 
care  of  itself.  New  York  this  vear  is  spending 
$300,000,000  for  rapid  transit  tunnels.  In  this 
order  I  am  asking  the  Mayor  to  introduce  legisla- 
tion which  will  enable  us  to  raise  and  expend 
$25,000,000  over  a  ten-year  period,  $2,500,000 
each  year,  for  the  demolition  of  the  present  ele- 
vated  structure  and   the  construction  of  a  rapid 


transit  tunnel  from  Sullivan  square,  Charlestown, 
to  the  terminal  at  Forest  Hills. 

The  order  was  passed  under  a  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


USE   OF   DAY   LABOR. 

Coun.  DOWD  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor, 
to  use  day  labor  employed  by  the  city  on  all 
construction  of  new  streets  and  the  resurfacing  of 
old  streets,  during  the  present  unemployment 
emergency. 

Coun.  DOWD — Mr.  President,  I  am  asking  the 
Mayor  of  Boston  in  this  order  to  request  the 
Public  Works  Commissioners  during  the  present 
emergency  to  use  day  labor  in  the  construction  of 
streets.  The  City  of  Boston  is  well  fortified  and 
equipped  to  build  its  own  streets.  Its  officials 
have  ability  enough  to  build  them  and  also  to 
build  the  East  Boston  Tunnel  and  the  Governor 
square  project.  Last  year  two  and  one  half 
millions  were  given  to  contractors  for  building 
and  resurfacing  streets.  If  the  City  of  Boston 
itself  takes  over  the  building  of  new  streets,  the 
city  could  take  over  the  machinery  that  the  con- 
tractors used  and  by  so  doing  be  able  to  employ 
thousands  and  thousands  of  men  in  the  building 
of  streets.  We  will  be  told  that  it  is  impossible 
to  get  the  engineers.  I  believe  there  are  plenty  of 
engineers  in  the  City  of  Boston  who  would  be  not 
only  willing  but  glad  to  work  at  the  present  time 
and  I  firmly  believe  that  during  the  present 
emergency  we  should  forget  about  the  so-called 
contractors  and  employ  citizens  of  Boston  on  day 
labor  in  the  construction  of  new  streets  and  the 
resurfacing  of  old  streets. 

The  order  was  passed  under  a  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


SCHOOL   BUILDING    FINANCIAL   POLICY. 

Coun.  DOWD  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Department  of  School  Build- 
ings be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor, 
to  depart  from  the  present  pay-as-you-go  policy 
in  the  erection  of  school  buildings  and  have  such 
building  costs  covered  by  a  bond  issue. 

Coun.  DOWD — Mr.  President,  prior  to  1916  the 
erection  of  school  buildings  was  always  done 
under  bond  issues.  In  1916  we  departed  from 
that  policy,  and  such  buildings  are  now  built 
under  the  pay-as-you-go  plan.  Every  five-cent 
piece  spent  for  the  erection  of  school  buildings 
comes  out  of  the  taxpayer.  This  year  the  School 
Department  has  requested  $1.5,000,000,  $5,000,000 
for  each  of  three  years,  from  the  Legislature. 
That  must  add  a  great  burden  to  the  taxpayers 
of  this  city.  So  if  we  do  not  depart  from  the 
pay-as-you-go  policy  there  will  be  a  substantial 
increase  in  the  tax  rate  in  Boston.  I  cannot 
make  myself  believe  that  this  generation  should 
assume  the  entire  burden  of  the  school  program 
at  this  time,  because  if  schools  are  built  at  the 
rate  they  have  been  built  within  the  last  fifteen 
years,  during  the  next  ten  years,  there  will  be 
enough  schools  in  Boston  to  last  for  one  hundred 
years.  I  say  it  is  not  fair  to  this  generation  of 
taxpayers  to  make  them  assume  the  entire  burden: 
So  I  am  introducing  this  order  requesting  the 
Mayor  of  Boston  to  petition  the  Legislature  for 
the  right  to  depart  from  the  pay-as-you-go  policy 
and  to  meet  these  requirements  by  bond  issues. 

The  order  was  passed  under  a  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


PURCHASE   OF   COAL. 

Coun.  DOWD  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  re- 
quested to  set  aside  all  moneys  from  public  sub- 
scriptions for  the  exclusive  purpose  of  purchasing 
coal  for  worthy  and  destitute  families  not  re- 
ceiving aid  from  the  Overseers  of  the  Public 
Welfare. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


LOAN   ORDERS   PASSED. 

Coun.  RUBY  moved  to  take  up  under  unfinished 
business  Nos.  5  to  14,  inclusive,  on  the  calendar, 
viz.: 
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CITY    COUNCIL. 


5.  Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  $300,000  be,  and 
the  same  hereby  is,  appropriated,  to  be  expended 
under  the  direction  of  the  Overseers  of  Public 
Welfare  for  new  Charities  Administration  Build- 
ing, and  that  the  City  Treasurer  be  authorized 
to  issue,  from  time  to  time,  under  the  direction  of 
the  Mayor,  bonds  or  certificates  of  indebtedness 
of  the  city  to  said  amount. 

On  January  26,  1931,  the  foregoing  order  was 
read  once  and  passed,  veas  21,  nays  0. 

6.  Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  $200,000  be,  and 
the  same  hereby  is,  appropriated,  to  be  expended 
under  the  direction  of  the  Board  of  Park  Commis- 
sioners for  Castle  Island  and  Marine  Park,  Im- 
provements, etc.,  and  that  to  meet  said  appro- 
priation the  City  Treasurer  be  authorized  to 
issue,  from  time  to  time,  upon  request  of  the 
Mayor,  bonds  or  certificates  of  indebtedness  of 
the  city  to  said  amount. 

On  January  26,  1931,  the  foregoing  order  was 
read  once  and  passed,  yeas  20,  nays  2. 

7.  Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  $75,000  be,  and 
the  same  hereby  is,  appropriated,  to  be  expended 
under  the  direction  of  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  for  Shawmut  Avenue  Bridge,  and  that  to 
meet  said  appropriation  the  City  Treasurer  be 
authorized  to  issue,  from  time  to  time,  upon 
request  of  the  Mayor,  bonds  or  certificates  of 
indebtedness  of  the  city  to  said  amount. 

8.  Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  $175,000  be,  and 
the  same  hereby  is,  appropriated,  to  be  expended 
under  the  direction  of  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  for  Morton  Street  Bridge,  and  that  to  meet 
said  appropriation  the  City  Treasurer  be  author- 
ized to  issue,  from  time  to  time,  upon  request  of 
the  Mayor,  bonds  or  certificates  of  indebtedness 
of  the  city  to  said  amount. 

9.  Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  $25,000  be,  and 
the  same  hereby  is,  appropriated,  to  be  expended 
under  the  direction  of  the  Board  of  Park  Commis- 
sioners for  William  Amerena  Playground,  Im- 
provements, and  that  to  meet  said  appropriation 
the  City  Treasurer  be  authorized  to  issue,  from 
time  to  time,  on  request  of  the  Mayor,  bonds  or 
certificates  of  indebtedness  of  the  City  of  Boston 
to  said  amount. 

10.  Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  $25,000  be,  and 
the  same  hereby  is,  appropriated,  to  be  expended 
under  the  direction  of  the  Board  of  Park  Com- 
missioners for  Billings  Field,  Improvements,  and 
that  to  meet  said  appropriation  the  City  Treasurer 
be  authorized  to  issue,  from  time  to  time,  on 
request  of  the  Mavor,  bonds  or  certificates  of 
indebtedness  of  the  City  of  Boston  to  said  amount. 

11.  Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  $25,000  be,  and 
the  same  hereby  is,  appropriated,  to  be  expended 
under  the  direction  of  the  Board  of  Park  Commis- 
sioners for  Mary  Hemenway  Playground,  Im- 
provements, and  that  to  meet  said  appropriation 
the  City  Treasurer  be  authorized  to  issue,  from 
time  to  time,  upon  request  of  the  Mayor,  bonds  or 
certificates  of  indebtedness  of  the  City  of  Boston 
to  said  amount. 

12.  Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  $25,000  be,  and 
the  same  hereby  is,  appropriated,  to  be  expended 
under  the  direction  of  the  Board  of  Park  Commis- 
sioners for  Smith's  Pond  Playground,  Improve- 
ments, and  that  to  meet  said  appropriation  the 
City  Treasurer  be  authorized  to  issue,  from  time 
to  time,  upon  request  of  the  Mayor,  bonds  or 
certificates  of  indebtedness  of  the  City  of  Boston 
to  said  amount. 

13.  Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  $25,000  be,  and 
the  same  hereby  is,  appropriated,  to  be  expended 
under  the  direction  of  the  Board  of  Park  Commis- 
sioners for  Stanley  A.  Ringer  Playground,  Improve- 
ments, and  that  to  meet  said  appropriation 
the  City  Treasurer  be  authorized  to  issue,  from 
time  to  time,  upon  request  of  the  Mayor,  bonds  or 
certificates  of  indebtedness  of  the  City  of  Boston 
to  said  amount. 

14.  Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  $25,000  be,  and 
the  same  hereby  is,  appropriated,  to  be  expended 
under  the  direction  of  the  Board  of  Park  Com- 
missioners for  James  F.  Healy  Playground,  Im- 
provements, and  that  to  meet  said  appropria- 
tion the  City  Treasurer  be  authorized  to  issue, 
from  time  to  time,  upon  request  of  the  Mayor, 
bonds  or  certificates  of  indebtedness  of  the  City 
of  Boston  to  said  amount. 

On  January  26,  1931,  the  foregoing  orders  were 
read  once  and  passed,  yeas  22. 

Coun.  RUBY — Mr.  President,  1  move  that 
Items  Nos.  5  to  14,  inclusive,  on  the  calendar 
be  voted  on  collectively. 

Coun.  LYNCH — Mr.  President,  I  would  ask 
that  No.  5  be  not  taken  up  at  this  time. 


The  Council  voted  to  allow  No.  5  to  remain 
on  the  calendar. 

Coun.  RUBY— Mr.  President,  I  ask  that  Nos. 
6  to  14,  inclusive,  be  voted  on  collectively  unless 
there  is  objection. 

Coun.  CURTIS— Mr.  President,  I  would  like 
to  ask  that  No.  6  be  voted  upon  separately. 

President  MoGRATH — Councilor  Curtis  re- 
quests that  No.  6  be  voted  on  separately.  No.  6 
will  be  taken  up  separately.  The  question  comes 
on  the  passage  of  Nos.  7  to  14,  inclusive,  on  the 
calendar,  collectively,  and  the  Clerk  will  call  the 
rolL 

Nos.  7  to  14  were  given  their  second  and  final 
reading  and  passage  on  one  roll  call,  veas  20,  nays  0. 

On  motion  of  Coun.  MAHOXEY  the  Council 
took  up  No.  6  as  above,  under  unfinished  business. 

No.  6  was  given  its  second  and  final  reading  and 
passage,  yeas  19,  nay — Coun.  Curtis,  1. 


REPAYING   OF  HANCOCK   STREET. 

Coun.  KELLY  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,    That    the    Commissioner    of    Public 
Works  be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor, 
to  repave  Hancock  street,  from  Upham's  Corner  to 
Dorchester  avenue. 
Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


WARD   12   IMPROVEMENTS. 

Coun.  BUSH  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,    That    the    Commissioner    of    Public 
Works  be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor, 
to  repave  Clifford  street,  Ward  12,  with  smooth 
paving. 

Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor, 
to  repave  Wabon  street,  Ward  12,  with  smooth 
paving. 

Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor, 
to  repave  Wyoming  street,  Ward  12,  with  smooth 
paving. 

Severally  passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


ANNUITY  TO  WIDOW  OF  FRANK  H. 
SHEPHERD. 

Coun.  COX,  for  Coun.  Norton,  offered  the  fol- 
lowing: 

Resolved,  That  the  City  Council  of  Boston 
hereby  approves  the  enactment  of  legislation  to 
authorize  the  payment  of  an  annuity  to  the  widow 
of  Frank  H.  Shepherd. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


PENSIONS  OF   POLICE   OFFICERS. 

Coun.  BUSH  offered  the  following: 

Resolved,  That  the  Boston  City  Council  favors 
the  enactment  of  legislation  relative  to  the  pen- 
sions payable  to  certain  police  officers  of  the  City 
of  Boston  heretofore  retired  on  account  of  disability. 

Coun.  BUSH — Mr.  President  and  members  of 
the  Council,  there  has  been  a  bill  introduced  in  the 
Legislature  reading  as  follows: 

"All  police  officers  of  the  City  of  Boston  who 
were  retired  before  reaching  the  age  of  retirement 
and  by  reason  of  incapacity  occasioned  by  injuries 
received  in  the  performance  of  their  duties  shall 
be  entitled  to  a  pension  in  an  amount  equal  to 
that  which  police  officers  retired  for  the  same 
reason  are  receiving  on  the  effective  date  of  this 
act." 

The  purpose  of  this  proposed  legislation  is  to 
take  care  of  approximately  ten  police  officers 
who  were  retired  as  a  result  of  injuries  received 
while  in  the  line  of  duty.  One  received  an  injury 
as  serious  as  a  bullet  wound  in  the  side;  another 
received  a  blow  on  the  head,  causing  concussion 
of  the  brain,  and  lost  an  eye  as  a  result  of  it. 
These  men  average  between  fifty-five  and  sixty- 
five  or  seventy  years  of  age  at  the  present  time. 
They  were  retired  a  great  many  years  ago,  when 
the  salaries  were  approximately  81,200  or  SI, 300 
a    year.     Under    the    Retirement    Act    they    get 
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50  per  cent  of  their  salary  as  a  pension,  which 
means  that  they  are  receiving  at  the  present 
time  somewhere  between  $600  and  $650  a  year. 
Men  retired  at  the  present  time  for  the  same  sort 
of  disability  receive  half  the  present  salary,  which 
would  be  a  maximum  of  $1,050.  The  purpose  of 
the  bill  is  to  place  these  men  who  have  incurred 
disabling  injuries  while  performing  their  duties 
and  functions  as  police  officers  on  a  par  with  the 
men  being  retired  today,  for  the  same  type  of 
injuries.  It  seems,  in  all  justice,  that  they  are 
entitled  to  this  consideration.  It  does  not  involve 
more  than  approximately  ten  former  police  officers, 
I  understand,  and  it  would  place  them  in  a  position 
in  the  declining  years  of  their  lives  where  they 
would  be  able  to  obtain  enough  to  live  on  without 
having  to  depend  on  assistance  outside  of  the 
pensions  which  they  receive,  which  are  not  sufficient 
for  them  to  live  upon  at  the  present  time. 

Coun.  GLEASON— Mr.  President,  before  this 
order  is  passed  1  would  like  to  know  the  names  of 
these  police  officers  and  their  addresses,  and  when 
they  were  retired  from  the  police  force,  before 
voting  on  the  order. 

Coun.  BUSH — Mr.  President,  in  answer  to 
this  gentleman  1  will  say  that  I  have  not  the  names 
and  addresses  of  all  of  them.  I  know  two  of 
them  who  live  in  my  ward.  But  this  resolution 
I  have  introduced  today  does  not  make  the  order 
effective.  It  merely  places  the  City  Council  on 
record  as  favoring  the  enactment  of  such  legisla- 
tion. The  bill  is  coming  up,  I  believe,  before 
the  Committee  on  Pensions  of  the  Legislature. 
That  committee  will  have  to  pass  on  it  before  it 
comes  into  the  Legislature  itself.  The  Council 
here  today  is  only  favoring  the  enactment  of  the 
legislation.  The  act  does  not  become  effective 
until  the  Legislature  has  passed  it. 

The  order  was  passed  under  a  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


INFORMATION   REQUESTED   FROM 
TRAFFIC   COMMISSIONER. 

Coun.  CURTIS  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,    That    the    Traffic    Commissioner    be 
requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  fur- 
nish    the     City     Council     with     the     following 
information: 

1.  Estimates  of  the  cost  of  an  automatic 
traffic  signal  system  on  Commonwealth  avenue, 
from  Arlington  street  to  Massachusetts  avenue, 
with  progressive  stop  and  go  signals  or  with 
simultaneous  stop  and  go  signals. 

2.  Similar  estimates  for  Beacon  street,  from 
Charles  street  to  Massachusetts  avenue. 

3.  Similar  estimates  for  Charles  street,  from 
Charles  River  Dam  to  Park  square. 

4.  A  report  as  to  whether  or  not  any  plan  has 
been  prepared  for  the  expenditure  of  the  $125,000 
appropriated  in  December,  1929,  for  traffic  signal 
system  on  Commonwealth  avenue,  and  whether  or 
not  it  is  proposed  to  expend  the  money  for  the 
purpose  appropriated,  and  if  not,  why  not. 

Coun.  CURTIS — Mr.  President,  this  order  has 
to  do  with  the  question  of  traffic  lights  on  these 
different  streets,  and  I  feel  justified  in  bringing  this 
up  because  it  so  happens  that  two  of  the  most 
important  traffic  arteries  of  the  city  run  through 
the  ward  which  I  have  the  honor  to  represent. 
The  problem  of  traffic  on  those  streets  is  becoming 
extremely  serious.  A  great  many  people  say  to 
me,  "We  are  afraid  to  have  the  old  folk  and  chil- 
dren in  our  household  go  out  and  try  to  cross  these 
streets  without  traffic  lights,  as  we  fear  that  they 
are  going  to  be  killed."  My  friends,  that  fear  is 
justified.  If  you  try  to  cross  Commonwealth 
avenue  anywhere  between  Arlington  street  and 
Massachusetts  avenue  you  will  realize  that  it  is 
almost  as  much  as  your  life  is  worth.  There  are 
no  stop  signs  for  traffic  on  those  streets,  and  unless 
you  are  pretty  spry  there  are  times  when  it  is  very 
difficult  to  cross  Commonwealth  avenue  and  Beacon 
street.  I  say  the  condition  there  is  one  that 
should  not  be  tolerated.  There  are  a  lot  of  small 
towns  in  this  and  other  states  that  have  installed 
traffic  light  signals  and  are  more  up  to  date  than 
we  are.  Certainly  the  present  danger  to  the  lives 
of  citizens  of  Boston  demands  that  these  lights  be 
installed  as  soon  as  possible.  Every  one  of  us 
like  traffic  lights  in  the  various  wards  we  represent. 
We  took  the  matter  up  with  the  Traffic  Commis- 
sioner, and  we  have  received  his  answers  in  the 
proceedings  of  the  last  few  weeks.  He  simply 
says  that  he  approves  of  what  we  desire,  but  that 


he  regrets  that  he  hasn't  the  money  to  go  ahead. 
Now,  if  we  haven't  the  money  let  us  see  that  we 
do  have  it  and  that  we  get  action  on  this  subject. 
Where  we  have  something  like  this,  that  every- 
body wants,  I  feel  confident  that  this  body  would 
vote   whatever  money   waB   necessary  for   traffic 
lights,  and  it  is  certainly  strange  that  we  cannot  get 
a  start  in  the  matter.     There  have  been  various 
appropriations   here.     There   were   three   units   of 
the  project  at  the  start.     The  first  was  for  down- 
town,   now    in    operation.     The    second    unit,    I 
understand,  was  to  be  along  Massachusetts  avenue, 
from  the  Riverway  to  the  hospital,  and  that  unit 
is  projected  and  under  way,  as  I  understand  it. 
The  third  unit  was  to  be  along  Commonwealth 
avenue,  but  I  understand  from  the  Traffic  Com- 
missioner that  there  may  be  other  installations  that 
will  go  in  first.     Now  is  the  time  when  everybody 
says  that  this  necessary  work  should  be  done,  and 
done    as    promptly    as    possible.     It    is    certainly 
necessary,  and  it  is  particularly  important  at  this 
time,  when  unemployment  is  so  prevalent,  to  go 
along  with  this  piece  of  emergency  work.     If  these 
installations,  which  are  so  much  needed  through- 
out the  city,  were  put  through,  they  would  furnish 
a  lot  of  work  and  would  help  out  in  this  period  of 
unemployment.     I  would  like  to  make  one  sugges- 
tion in  regard  to  two  of  these  streets  that  happen 
to  be  in  the  ward  I  represent,  Beacon  street  and 
Commonwealth  avenue.     It  may  be  that  they  are 
holding  up  the  work  on  those  streets  in  order  to 
make  a  complicated  survey  and  put  in  a  progres- 
sive system  of  lights,  that  has  to  be  tunneled  under- 
neath and  hooked  up,  and  that  requires  a  great 
deal  of  study.     It  seems  to  me  a  temporary  measure 
that  might  be  adopted  would  be  to  put  in  a  sim- 
ultaneous system  of  lights  for  the  time  being,  and 
have  this  progressive  system  later.     1  think  that 
could  be  done  very  much  more  cheaply  than  the 
other  system.     Many  of  the  gentlemen  here  are 
familiar  with  the  system  in  New  York.     You  can 
look  up  Fifth'  avenue  and  see  three  or  four  lights 
stopping   the   traffic   all   along   the   street.     That 
same  system  could  be  used  to  good  advantage  on 
Beacon    street    and    Commonwealth    avenue.     If 
you  had  just  two  or  three  lights  on  those  streets 
that  controlled  all  the  traffic  together,  it  could  be 
done  cheaply  and  the  traffic  could  move  together, 
and  I  think  we  could  forget  the  side  streets  for  the 
time  being,  letting  the  traffic  going  by  the  side 
streets  take  care  of  itself.     This  progressive  system 
down  Washington  street  is  wonderful  in  theory. 
You  know  on  each  street  that  you  come  to  the 
light  is  going  to  change  just  as  you  get  there.     But 
that  system  so  to  speak,  goes  to  pieces  when  the 
street  gets  full  of  traffic,  as  it  does  on  Saturdays. 
The   trouble  is,  under   those   crowded   conditions, 
that  when  you  get  to  the  next  street  there  is  a  jam 
in  the  traffic  ahead,  and  when  you  get  there  that 
traffic  has  not  started.     So  that  under  such  con- 
ditions it  doesn't  work  so  well,  traffic  getting  badly 
blocked.     I  have  had  the  pleasure  of  talking  the 
matter  over  with  Professor  McClintock.     As  you 
know,   the   progressive  system   sends   the   traffic 
along   in  waves,  and  under  BUch  circumstances  it 
sometimes  does  not   work  so   well  as   the  simul- 
taneous system,  where  the  lights  go  together,  and 
go  at  once.     It  seems  to  me  along  Beacon  street 
and     Commonwealth     avenue    the    simultaneous 
system  might  work  all  right,  with  a  few  lights  up 
that  can  be  seen  up  the  center  of  the  street.     When 
the  lights  are  red  everybody  stops  and  when  they 
are  green  everybody  goes.     That  is  a  system  that 
can  be  easily  installed  and  will  be  a  protection  to 
the  public.     There  is  one  other  thing  to  be  con- 
sidered  on  this  traffic   question,   and  that  is  the 
situation;     for    example,    on    Beacon    street    near 
Massachusetts   avenue   or  near   Arlington   street. 
Traffic  is  allowed  to  pile  up  in  front  of  their  places 
so  that  nobody  can  get  through.     That  is  partic- 
ularly so  in  the  evening,   between  four  and   six- 
thirty;    and  the  traffic  is  held  up  from  the  cross 
streets  near  those  points  and  piles  up  for  two  or 
three  blocks,  with  the  result  that  nobody  wants  to 
live  there.     It  is  certainly  unfair  to  the  property 
owners  near  the  ends  of   those  streets.     I  ask  a 
suspension  of  the  rule  and  the  passage  of  the  order. 
Coun.  HEIN— Mr.  President,  I  hope  the  Traffic 
Commissioner   will   consider   this   thoroughly   and 
make  a  report,  and  that  he  will  also  include  that 
part  of  Beacon  street  that  goes  beyond  Massachu- 
setts avenue  out  to  my  ward,  beyond  the  Brighton 
line,  and  also  that  part  of  Commonwealth  avenue 
out    beyond   to    the   Newton     line.       His    order 
stops  at  Massachusetts  avenue.     But  anyone  who 
has  studied  the  situation  knows  how  bad  the  traffic 
conditions  are  beyond,  also.     Certainly  something 
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is  needed  on  Beacon  street  and  on  Commonwealth 
avenue  beyond  Massachusetts  avenue,  out  farther. 
The  order  was  passed  under  a  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


WARD   15   IMPROVEMENTS. 

Coun.  KELLY  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,    That    the    Commissioner    of    Public 
Works    be    requested,    through    his    Honor    the 
Mayor,  to  repave  with  smooth  pavement  Winter 
street,  Ward  15. 

Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor, 
to  repave  with  smooth  pavement  Homes  avenue, 
Ward  15. 

Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor, 
to  repave  with  smooth  pavement  Draper  street, 
Ward  15. 

Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the 
Mayor,  to  repave  with  smooth  pavement  Bellevue 
street,  Ward  15. 

Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  be  requested,  througli  his  Honor  the  Mayor, 
to  repave  with  smooth  pavement  Hamilton  street, 
Ward  15. 

Severally  passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


SOLDIERS'  RELIEF. 

Coun.  LYNCH,  for  the  Committee  on  Soldiers' 
Relief,  submitted  report  recommending  passage  of 
order  for  payment  of  aid  to  soldiers  and  sailors  and 
their  families  in  the  City  of  Boston  for  the  month  of 
February,  1931. 

Report  accepted;  said  order  passed  under  sus- 
pension of  the  rule. 


WARD  14  IMPROVEMENTS. 

Coun.  RUBY  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Board  of  Street  Commissioners 
be  requested,   through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,   to 
accept  and  lay  out  as  a  public  highway  Magnolia 
street,  Ward  14. 

Ordered,  That  the  Board  of  Street  Commissioners 
be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to 
■accept  and  lay  out  as  a  public  highway  Hildreth 
street,  Ward  14. 

Ordered,  That  the  Board  of  Street  Commissioners 
Ue  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to 
accept  and  lay  out  as  a  public  highway  Normandy 
street,  Ward  14. 

Severally  passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


PAYMENT    TO    PARENTS   OF   GEORGE    L. 
SCOLPONETI. 
Coun.  WILSON  offered  the  following: 
Resolved,   That   the   City   Council   of   Boston 
hereby  approves  the  enactment  of  legislation  to 
authorize  the  city  to  pay  a  sum  of  money  to  the 
parents  of  George  L.  Scolponeti,  who  was  injured 
at  a  school  in  said  city.  _ 
Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


LEGISLATIVE     HEARINGS     CONCERXIXG 
CITY   OF  BOSTON. 

Coun.  WILSON  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  City  Messenger  be  instructed 

to  post  in  the  City  Council  rooms  daily,  notices  of 

hearings  with  reference  to  bills  pending  before  the 

Massachusetts  Legislature  concerning  the  City  of 

Boston.  „      .  ,  T   .  ,        , 

Coun.  WILSON— Mr.  President,  I  introduced 
that  order  at  this  time  having  in  mind  the  order 
introduced  a  week  ago  by  the  councilor  from  R  ox- 
bury  to  the  effect  that  the  legislative  committee 
of  the  City  Council  follow  the  bills  relating  to 
Boston  in   the  Massachusetts  Legislature.     With 


that  idea  I  think  the  Council  is  unanimously  in 
agreement,  except  that  I  don't  assume  it  is  in- 
tended that  the  five  members  of  the  legislative 
committee  of  the  City  Council  —  consisting  of 
Councilors  Green,  Donovan,  Wilson,  Gleason  and 
Fitzgerald  —  will  check  in  each  day  at  the  State 
House.  I  understand  that  proper  notice  will  be 
available,  which  will  mean  that  perhaps  twice  a 
week  we  will  get  notice  of  hearings,  and  that  there 
will  be  posted  notice  of  such  hearings  as  concern 
the  city  as  a  whole  or  as  refer  particularly  to  local 
projects.  We  are  not,  of  course,  as  members  of 
the  City  Council,  interested  in  every  item  that 
comes  before  the  Legislature,  nor,  for  that  matter 
in  a  good  many  of  the  Boston  items.  But  I  do 
feel  that  the  presence  before  legislative  commit- 
tees at  times  of  some  member  of  the  City  Council 
would  not  only  have  the  effect  of  encouraging  the 
committee  to  act  favorably  in  some  cases  upon 
matters  in  which  we  are  interested,  but  would 
also  correct  misstatements  as  to  the  attitude  of 
the  City  Council.  This  morning,  it  may  be  of  in- 
terest to  the  members  of  the  Council  to  note, 
there  was  a  hearing  before  the  Committee  on 
Election  Laws  on  House  Bill  671,  which  was  in- 
troduced by  Mr.  Casson  of  Boston,  at  the  request 
of  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  in  accordance  with  an 
order  passed  unanimously  by  the  City  Council, 
making  it  possible  for  the  City  of  Boston,  in 
agreement  with  every  other  city  and  town  in 
Massachusetts,  if  it  so  desires,  to  open  the  polls 
at  a  later  hour  than  six  o'clock  in  the  morning, 
thereby  eliminating  the  annual  barrage  that  the 
members  of  the  Council  get  into  when  the  precinct 
officers  object  that  from  six  o'clock  to  eight 
o'clock  is  too  long  a  time,  and  when  they  are  in- 
formed by  the  Election  Commissioners  that  under 
the  law  the  polls  must  open  at  six.  There  was 
present  at  that  hearing,  I  am  glad  to  say,  legis- 
lative counsel  of  the  city,  Mr.  Collins,  and  also 
the  chairman  of  the  Board  of  Election  Commis- 
sioners, who  was  strongly  in  favor  of  the  legisla- 
tion which  we  recommended  a  few  weeks  ago. 
There  was  also  before  the  Committee  on  Rules  a 
petition  to  allow  the  School  Committee  of  the 
City  of  Boston  to  transfer  land  for  the  Dunbar 
avenue  section  for  the  purpose  of  playground  con- 
struction. Former  Legislative  Counsel  Bilodeau 
was  present  and  appeared  before  the  Committee 
on  Rules  in  support  of  this  petition  of  Mayor 
James  M.  Curley  that  certain  land  acquired  by 
the  City  of  Boston  in  the  Dorchester  district  in 
connection  with  the  Dorchester  School  for  Boys, 
be  transferred  from  the  control  of  the  School  Com- 
mittee to  the  Board  of  Park  Commissioners.  The 
petition  was  duly  filed  on  January  30  by  his  Honor 
the  Mayor  with  the  approval  of  the  School  Com- 
mittee and  in  compliance  with  orders  passed  by 
the  City  Council  unanimously  since  November  13, 
at  my  urgent  request.  With  some  degree  of  pride 
of  parenthood  in  conceiving  the  idea  of  the  play- 
ground in  1928,  I  was  gratified  to  find  our  repre- 
sentatives in  the  Legislature  at  least'  in  accord 
with  the  idea.  The  present  bill  by  the  Mayor 
is  merely  to  clear  up  such  technicalities  as  will 
allow  the  transfer  from  the  School  Department  to 
the  Park  Department  and  permit  the  completion 
of  this  splendid  project,  which  will  mean  the 
expenditure  of  $100,000  in  construction  work  and 
the  employment  of  at  least  one  hundred  men.  It 
appears  at  the  hearing  before  the  Committee  on 
Rules  that  the  local  representatives  on  the  same 
day  that  the  Mayor's  petition  was  filed  also  filed  a 
duplicate  bill  in  their  own  names.  Both  bills  are 
for  one  and  the  same  purpose,  and  whether  the 
Mayor's  bill,  filed  with  the  consent  of  the  School 
Committee  on  request  of  the  City  Council,  or  the 
bill  filed  by  the  local  representatives  is  passed,  I 
have  every  assurance  that  the  final  shred  of  red 
tape  is  now  cut  and  every  assurance  of  early  work 
on  this  particular  playground. 

The  order  was  passed  under  a  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


AUTOMATIC  TRAFFIC  SIGNALS. 

Coun.  FISH  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  one  hundred  thousand 
dollars  be,  and  the  same  hereby  is,  appropriated, 
to  be  expended  under  the  direction  of  the  Boston 
Traffic  Commission  for  the  installation  of  automatic 
traffic  signals  throughout  the  city  wherever  needed 
for  the  adequate  control  of  traffic,  and  that  to 
meet  such  expense  the  City  Treasurer  be  authorized 
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to  issue,  from  time  to  time,  at  the  request  of  the 
Mayor,  bonds  or  certificates  of  indebtedness  of  the 
City  to  said  amount. 
Referred  to  Committee  on  finance. 


FINANCE   COMMITTEE   REPORTS. 

Coun.  BUSH,  for  the  Committee  on  Finance, 
submitted  reports  as  follows: 

1.  Report  on  message  of  Mayor  and  orders 
(referred  January  19)  for  loans  of  $350,000  for  new- 
Police  Station,  West  End;  $350,000  for  new  Fire 
Station,  South  Boston,  and  $350,000  for  new 
Police  Station,  Districts  4  and  5 — recommending 
passage  of  the  orders. 

The  reports  were  accepted  and  the  question 
came  on  the  passage  of  the  orders. 

Coun.  WILSON — Mr.  President,  perhaps  not 
listening  very  closely,  I  thought  I  heard  read  off 
some  rather  substantial  expenditures  with  reference 
to  garage  facilities,  and  so  forth,  for  the  Boston 
Police  Department.  I  wondered  if  that  was  so, 
and  whether  the  committee  had  made  any  care- 
ful inquiries  in  the  matter,  in  view  of  the  fact,  as 
we  are  informed,  that  present  financial  conditions 
in  the  Police  Department  do  not  allow  of  an  in- 
crease of  $200  a  year  for  the  men.  I  wondered 
whether  the  Finance  Committee  took  the  matter 
up  with  the  commissioner  and  with  the  Mayor's 
office,  before  voting  upon  the  advisability  of 
building  garages  at  this  time  in  view  of  the  fact 
that  the  men  are  not  going  to  get  their  increase  in 
pay? 

Coun.  BUSH — Mr.  President,  in  order  to 
correct  the  misapprehension  that  the  gentleman 
from  Dorchester  seems  to  have  arrived  at,  let  me 
say  that  that  is  not  an  order  for  a  garage.  It  is  an 
order  for  replacement  of  police  stations  that  are 
now  obsolete,  out  of  date  and  unsafe  for  the  ac- 
commodation of  the  men  now  in  them.  One  of 
these  orders  is  to  take  care  of  the  police  station  on 
Joy  street,  the  intention  being  to  also  have  an 
entrance  on  the  Cambridge  street  side.  Another 
loan  order  is  to  replace  the  East  Dedham  and  La 
Grange  Street  Stations,  placing  a  new  station  on 
some  site  between  the  two,  and  also  close  enough 
to  police  headquarters  to  be  of  use  to  them.  The 
Police  Commissioner  states  that  they  have  no 
adequate  facilities  for  the  police  cars  either  at 
headquarters  or  the  station.  At  each  station 
there  is  one  flivver  and  one  patrol  wagon.  It  was 
thought  that  in  connection  with  or  nearby  this 
station  to  replace  the  East  Dedham  Street  and 
La  Grange  Street  Stations  garage  accommodations 
might  be  furnished  under  or  close  to  the  station 
for  approximately  fifty  cars,  which  will  include 
the  police  headquarters  cars  as  well  as  those  used 
normally  by  the  stations.  It  is  his  intention  to 
increase  the  car  personnel  so  as  to  provide  police 
protection  throughout  the  city  by  the  use  of  police 
cars,  thereby  affording  greater  mobility  and 
greater  efficiency  thereby  in  stopping  crime  in  the 
city.  I  think  that  adequately  answers  my  col- 
league's interrogatory. 

Coun.  WILSON — I  perhaps  had  the  erroneous 
impression  that  the  Police  Department  was  as- 
signing one  car  or  more  to  each  police  station  in 
the  city  and  that  the  idea  was  to  have  all  the  cars 
in  town  here  to  be  sent  to  different  houses? 

Coun.  BUSH — No,  the  purpose  is  to  provide  the 
police  headquarters  with  a  place  to  keep  their 
cars,  and  this  station  will  be  near  enough  to  police 
headquarters  to  serve  that  purpose.  It  is  in- 
tended that  this  garage  accommodation  in  this 
particular  station  house  will  furnish  accommoda- 
tion for  police  headquarters. 

The  orders  were  severally  passed,  yeas  19, 
nays  0. 

2.  Report  on  order  (referred  February  2)  for  a 
loan  of  $25,000  for  removal  of  ledge  on  John  J. 
Connolly  Playground,  under  direction  of  Park 
Commission,  and  for  a  loan  of  $50,000  to  be  ex- 
pended under  direction  of  Park  Commission  for 
purchase  of  land  and  necessary  improvements  to 
provide  mothers'  rest  in  Wellington  Hill  section 
of  Ward  14  and  order  for  a  loan  of  $275,000  for 
public  golf  course — that  said  orders  ought  to  pass. 

The  reports  were  accepted,  and  the  question 
came  on  the  passage  of  the  orders. 

Coun.  DOWD. — Mr.  President,  I  would  like  to 
ask  the  chairman  of  the  committee  just  how  that 
$275,000  for  the  golf  course  is  going  to  be  expended? 

Coun.  BUSH — Mr.  President,  I  did  have  the 
entire  list  of  expenditures  on  that,  but  unfortu- 
nately left  it  in  my  office  and  haven't  it  with  inc. 


But  I  will  try  to  answer  the  gentleman's  question 
to  the  best  of  my  ability.  As  I  recall  it,  there  is  a 
certain  number  of  cubic  yards  of  earth  or  loam 
that  has  to  be  laid  over  this  ground  that  will  cost 
something  over  $100,000,  perhaps  about  $109,000. 
These  figures  are  from  memory.  Then  there  are 
quite  a  few  thousand  yards  of  stone  that  will  have 
to  be  blasted,  at  so  much  a  cubic  yard.  There  are 
also  drainage  facilities  that  have  to  be  afforded,  at 
a  figure,  I  think,  of  $11,000  or  $12,000.  Then  there 
is  a  figure  for  a  pipe  line  of  $2,000,  to  cover  the 
cost  of  pipe.  There  is  an  amount  in  there  for  a 
locker  building  for  the  course,  to  contain  the  imple- 
ments, and  so  forth.  The  entire  sum  to  be  spent 
for  land  alone  is  about  $136,000,  and  the  balance 
left  from  the  old  loan  was  not  sufficient  to  cover 
the  cost  of  preparing  the  golf  course  for  use.  I 
believe  the  man  who  has  the  highest  reputation  in 
the  country  as  a  golf  course  engineer  is  the  man 
in  charge  of  the  construction.  I  think  his  name 
is  Donald  Ross,  and  it  is  his  opinion  that  when 
this  course  is  completed  it  will  be  the  largest  and 
finest  golf  course  in  the  entire  country,  and  the 
estimated  revenue  from  the  course  will  be  double 
that  from  the  Franklin  Park  course,  or  approxi- 
mately $70,000  a  year,  which  will  more  than 
adequately  pay  for  the  loan  and  for  maintenance 
and  cost  of  construction. 

Coun.  DOWD — Mr.  President,  I  am  going  to 
vote  for  the  order  because  of  the  fact  that  it  employs 
some  men.  At  the  same  time,  however,  if  I  remem- 
ber correctly, — I  may  be  mistaken  and  I  will  be 
glad  to  be  corrected, — we  have  already  appro- 
priated $223,000.  If  that  is  wrong,  the  chairman 
will  correct  me. 

Coun.  BUSH — Mr.  President,  I  referred  to  that 
in  my  remarks,  that  of  the  original  $225,000, 
$136,000  was  spent  for  land  and  that  the  balance 
was  not  sufficient  to  construct  the  course.  This 
additional  loan  will  be  necessary  to  construct  the 
course  and  make  it  operative,  so  that  people  can 
use  it. 

Coun.  DOWD — Mr.  President,  may  I  again  ask 
the  gentleman  a  question?  Do  I  understand  that 
there  are  going  to  be  any  contracts  let  on  this  work 
in  connection  with  the  construction  of  the  golf 
course?  I  was  under  the  impression  from  the  Park 
Commissioner  that  it  was  all  to  be  done  by  labor. 
Am  I  correct  in  that  or  not? 

Coun.  BUSH — That  was  my  understanding, 
that  this  would  furnish  employment  to  a  great 
many  men  and  that  it  would  be  done  by  the  Park 
Department  men  under  the  supervision  of  the  golf 
course  engineers. 

Coun.  DOWD — Then,  I  understand  that  there 
will  be  no  contract  work  in  connection  with  it.  Is 
that  correct? 

Coun.  BUSH — No,  that  is  not  wholly  correct. 
I  imagine  that  there  will  be  some  contract  award, 
for  instance,  for  the  blasting  of  the  stone.  I  don't 
think  city  laborers  are  in  a  position  to  do  that  kind 
of  work.  But  that  is  a  small  item  in  the  entire 
construction. 

Coun.  DOWD — Mr.  President,  this  Council  has 
been  kidded  so  much  by  the  Park  Commissioner 
that  that  is  the  reason  why  I  am  now  questioning 
the  chairman  of  the  Finance  Committee.  The 
Park  Commissioner  has  told  us  from  time  to  time 
that  three  hundred  men  would  be  employed  on  the 
golf  course.  That  was  some  four  or  five  months 
ago.  On  Saturday  the  number  of  men  employed 
was  one  hundred  and  sixty.  Now,  I  don't  object 
to  the  order,  but  I  do  object  to  the  spending  of  half 
a  million  dollars  for  the  golf  course  at  this  time. 
A  half  million  dollars  is  a  lot  of  money.  I  have 
introduced  various  orders  into  this  Council  looking 
to  relief  of  the  unemployment  situation.  Only 
last  week  I  introduced  an  order  for  $480,000  that 
would  place  2,000  men  at  work  for  a  period  of  two 
months.  Now  we  are  asked  to  appropriate 
$275,000  in  addition  to  $225,000,  or  all  together 
half  a  million  dollars,  for  a  golf  course  that  will 
not  employ  at  most  over  200  men,  when  the  same 
amount  of  money  would  employ  at  least  a  thousand 
men  for  a  period  of  two  months.  Of  course,  the 
golf  course  after  it  is  complete  and  in  operation  will 
be  self-sustaining  and  will  mean  revenue  to  the 
City  of  Boston;  but  at  the  same  time  1  am  not  in 
accord  with  the  expenditure  of  half  a  million 
dollars  for  the  erection  of  a  golf  course  so  that  a 
comparatively  few  people,  many  of  them  from 
outside  of  Boston,  may  derive  eome  joy  from  play- 
ing there,  while  thousands  and  thousands  of  good 
Americans,  lioston  citizens,  are  compelled  to  go 
down  to  our  wood  yard  and  other  agencies  to  receive 
aid.  This  Council  has  been  misled  lime  and  time 
again  by  the  Park  Commissioner.     There  is  not  a 
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man  here  who  has  not  heard  Commissioner  Long 
tell  us  that  three  hundred  men  would  be  employed 
on  the  golf  course,  and  we  gave  him  the  money  on 
his  say-so  that  three  hundred  men  would  be  put 
at  work  there.  Yet  only  one  hundred  and  sixty 
men  were  working  out  there  Saturday.  I  say  that 
the  commissioner,  or  any  commissioner  coming  to 
the  City  Council  for  appropriations,  should  at 
least  keep  a  little  faith  with  those  that  give  them 
the  appropriation.  I  certainly  would  not  have 
favored  the  appropriation  at  the  time  if  I  did  not 
feel  that  we  were  being  told  the  truth  in  that 
respect.  I  certainly  feel — while  I  will  vote  for  the 
order,  because  I  want  to  give  men  every  possible 
chance  to  work — that  this  is  a  very  bad  time  to 
spend  half  a  million  dollars  on  a  golf  course,  where 
less  than  two  hundred  men  will  be  given  employ- 
ment, when  with  the  same  amount  of  money 
two  thousand  men  could  be  placed  at  work. 
(Applause  from  the  galleries.) 

President  McG  RATH— The  Chair  would  inform 
those  in  the  galleries  that  under  the  rules  demon- 
strations of  approval  or  disapproval  will  not  be 
permitted. 

Coun.  WILSON— Now,  Mr.  President,  as 
the  original  parent  of  the  golf  course  some  years 
ago,  having  some  difficulty  in  recognizing  the  child 
at  the  present  tme,  I  wonder  if  the  Committee  on 
Finance  have  checked  back  the  figures  so  as  to 
arrive  at  the  approximate  cost  of  such  a  golf  course, 
as  compared  with  the  idea  that  we  were  given  two 
or  three  years  ago?  I  certainly  have  been  laboring 
under  the  impression,  from  the  information  then 
at  hand,  that  the  constructon  of  the  golf  course 
would  certainly  not  call  for  three  times  the  cost  of 
the  land.  Has  any  comparison  been  made  between 
the  figure  sgiven  the  Council  back  two  or  three  years 
ago,  when  the  golf  course  project  was  initiated, 
and  the  figures  of  today?  I  may  be  in  error,  but 
the  figures  seem  to  have  grown  to  a  very  high 
point,  to  put  it  mildly. 

President  McGRATH — Does  Councilor  Bush 
care  to  answer  the  question? 

Coun.  BUSH — If  the  councilor  will  cut  it  down. 
I  am  not  sure  that  I  know  just  what  he  wants. 

Coun.  WILSON — Mr.  President,  I  appreciate 
the  force  of  the  criticism  of  the  question  by  the 
gentleman  from  Roxbury,  and  I  will  give  him  an 
additional  opportunity,  cutting  down  the  question 
in  length  and  giving  him  a  chance  to  double  the 
ansower.  The  question  is, — Has  any  comparison 
been  made  by  the  Finance  Committee  in  going 
over  the  proposed  loan,  of  the  present  proposed 
figures  of  the  cost  of  construction  with  the  figure, 
given  the  City  Council  two  or  three  years  ago 
when  the  idea  of  the  golf  course  was  first  initiated? 

Coun.  BUSH — Mr.  President,  in  answering  the 
gentleman's  question,  I  am  not  aware  what  amount 
was  given  the  Council  two  or  three  years  ago,  and 
I  don't  know  whether  the  land  purchased  now  is 
the  same  as  the  land  that  was  then  in  mind.  So 
his  question  really  does  not  apply  to  this  case. 

Coun.  WILSON— Mr.  President,  while  hesitat- 
ing to  take  additional  time  of  the  members  of  the 
Council,  I  will  say  that  I  had  the  pleasure  of  being 
a  member  of  the  Council  two  or  three  5'ears  ago, 
when  this  particular  order  was  initiated,  and  I  was 
under  the  impression  that  the  chairman  of  the 
Finance  Committee  at  that  time  was  also  a  mem- 
ber. In  any  event,  as  I  remember,  at  that  time 
there  was  an  estimate  of  the  cost  of  the  land  and 
the  cost  of  construction  of  that  golf  course.  Cer- 
tainly there  has  been  a  big  increase,  if  I  remember 
correctly,  in  the  figures  now  submitted  to  us. 
Among  the  points  raised  by  the  former  speaker 
was  the  suggestion  that  some  expert  architect 
made,  as  I  understood, — I  may  be  wrong, — to  the 
effect  that  the  land  now  purchased,  and  which  we 
are  told  will  make  such  a  splendid  golf  course,  was 
inappropriate;  and  I  wondered  if  the  additional 
coast  was  because  of  its  being  a  bad  piece  of  land, 
not  appropriate  for  the  purpose,  the  increased  cost 
of  construction  being  due  to  that  fact? 

Coun.  BUSH— Mr.  President,  since  the  coun- 
cilor from  Dorchester  was  present  at  the  Finance 
Committee  meeting  at  the  time  the  matter  was 
taken  up  by  the  committee,  he  can  best  answer  his 
own  question. 

Coun.  WILSON— Mr.  President,  I  resent  the 
remark  of  the  chairman  of  the  Finance  Committee. 
He  knows  well  that  while  I  was  present  for  a  while 
when  they  were  holding  their  meeting,  due  to  the 
noise,  there  was  lack  of  opportunity  to  hear  or 
follow  the  discussion,  and  I  left  long  before  the 
discussion  ended,  not  being  a  member  of  the  com- 
mittee. I  would  now  like  to  ask,  in  line  with  the 
doubt  which  has  been  suggested,  whether  there  is 


any  assurance  by  the  Park  Commissioner  with 
reference  to  the  number  of  laborers  who  will  be 
employed,  when  laborers  are  employed,  on  the  job, 
and  whether  it  will  be  by  contract  or  day  labor? 

Coun.  BUSH — The  Park  Commissioner  informed 
the  committee  that  it  would  be  done  mainly  by 
day  labor  and  that  there  would  be  a  large  number 
of  men  employed  in  the  construction  of  the  course. 
While  on  my  feet,  I  might  add  to  what  I  said  before, 
that  the  loam  used  for  covering  on  the  course  will 
amount  to  7,2fi6f  square  yards,  and  that  the 
amount  for  that  item  is  to  be  8109,000,  and  I  under- 
stand that  530,000  is  to  be  spent  for  blasting  out 
the  rock  and  the  boulders  in  the  course.  The 
matter  of  the  expenditure  of  this  money  was  taken 
up  in  great  detail  and  the  Park  Commissioner  gave 
the  Finance  Committee  an  itemized  list  of  all  the 
expenditures — which,  unfortunately,  I  have  not 
with  me.  But  that  information  can  be  furnished 
in  detail. 

Coun.  WILSON — Perhaps  I  am  pursuing  this 
thing  at  a  little  too  great  length  and  perhaps 
1  ought  to  understand  it  more  easily.  But  I 
am  still  wondering  whether  they  have  assurance 
from  the  Park  Commissioner — and  I  make  no 
criticism  of  his  conduct — in  regard  to  the  num- 
ber of  men  who  will  be  put  at  work? 

President  McGRATH— Does  Councilor  Bush 
care  to  answer  that  question? 

Coun.  BUSH — The  Park  Commissioner  did 
not  state  the  number  of  men,  Mr.  President. 
He  says,  several  hundred  men.  The  committee 
did  not  think  it  advisable  to  ask  him  how  many 
men  he  would  employ  there,  because  it  would 
be  doubtful  whether  he  would  be  able  to  state 
accurately  the  exact  number  of  men  who  could 
be  employed    on    the    project. 

Coun.  WILSON — Mr.  President,  I  apologize 
for  seeming  to  be  interested  in  the  question  of  how 
many  men  are  going  to  be  put  at  work  on  a  job 
that  is  going  to  cost  $300,000  or  more.  1  apologize 
for  suggesting  that  it  may  be  of  interest  to  the 
Council,  although  I,  personally,  would  appre- 
ciate the  information. 

Coun.  NORTON— Mr.  President,  I  wish  to 
take  the  time  of  the  Council  for  just  a  moment, 
as  this  particular  golf  course  happens  to  be  in 
my  ward.  We  are  very  much  interested  in  it, 
although  it  is  going  to  cost  thousands  of  dollars. 
I  sometimes  wonder  what  is  going  to  happen 
to  the  85,000  or  so  people  who  pay  real  estate 
taxes  in  Boston,  before  we  get  through,  the  way 
taxes  are  mounting.  Still,  these  things  do  fur- 
nish recreation  for  the  people  and  they  furnish 
work  for  the  unemployed.  When  we  hear  about 
a  course  like  this  being  used  by  outsiders,  I  don't 
believe  there  is  a  place  in  the  Commonwealth 
where  local  golf  courses  are  not  used  by  outsiders, 
and  I  think  you  will  find  that  the  same  thing  is 
true  of  your  L  Street  Bath  House  any  day  in 
the  year.  Of  course,  all  the  people  who  use  that 
do  not  belong  in  Boston.  When  any  of  these 
places  can  be  easily  reached,  and  are  available, 
you  must  expect  that  they  will  be  used  by  out- 
side people.  And  no  doubt  this  course  out  in 
Hyde  Park  will,  to  a  certain  extent,  be  so  used. 
But,  while  it  is  available  to  people  from  outside 
of  Boston,  it  is  also  very  available  to  Boston 
people.  Sometimes  we  do  not  realize,  those  of 
us  who  do  not  live  in  the  outlying  sections,  what 
centers  some  of  those  sections  are  becoming. 
Hyde  Park  is  readily  and  easily  available  from 
West  Roxbury,  Forest  Hills  and  the  Mattapan 
districts,  as  well  as  from  the  heart  of  Boston. 
It  is  within  a  short  radius  of  many  extremely 
important  and  residential  sections  of  this  city, 
and  the  entire  golf  course  will  be  within  the  con- 
fines of  the  city.  While  it  is  proposed  to  expend 
§275,000,  practically  two  hundred  men  will  be 
put  at  work,  and  there  are  more  men  working 
on  that  project  today  in  Hyde  Park  than  on  all 
the  other  projects  that  are  going  on  in  this  city 
put  together.  One  would  be  led  to  believe  by 
reading  the  newspaper  headlines  that  thousands 
of  men  have  been  put  at  work.  As  a  matter  of 
fact,  there  are  two  hundred  men  on  that  job 
out  there — more  men,  Mr.  President,  than  you 
have  working  on  any  of  these  jobs  that  we  have 
heard  so  much  about  that  were  going  to  give 
employment  to  the  unemployed.  In  spite  of 
the  millions  appropriated  for  tunnels  and  for 
running  roads  around  Castle  Island  and  that 
sort  of  thing,  with  all  the  millions  that  have  been 
appropriated  for  different  projects  you  will  find 
no  place  where  they  are  employing  as  many  men 
as  the  two  hundred  being  employed  on  this  golf 
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course.  It  is  the  same  story  that  we  have  heard 
through  Senator  Walsh  from  Massachusetts 
and  Senator  LaFoIlette  from  Wisconsin  in  regard 
to  the  appropriation  of  immense  sums  of  Federal 
money,  with  comparatively  few  men  employed 
on  the  undertakings.  We  appropriate  vast  sums 
of  money,  and  are  told  that  they  will  result  in 
putting  men  at  work,  and  we  then  find  that  the 
automatic  machines  do  a  large  part  of  the  work. 
You  have  seen  these  track-laying  machines, 
employing  only  a  few  men,  and  you  know  the 
type  of  men  that  are  put  to  work  on  them,  men 
who  will  live  on  15  cents  a  day,  and  it  is  the  same 
with  many  other  machines,  in  connection  with 
which  few  men  are  employed  by  contractors. 
Those  men  do  not  live  according  to  the  American 
standard.  It  would  be  far  better  to  give  money 
to  charity  than  to  appropriate  money  under  the 
mistaken  idea  that  thousands  of  men  in  this 
city  are  going  to  be  put  to  work,  and  stop  this 
foolish  talk  about  appropriating  money  in  order 
to  place  men  at  work.  With  all  the  expenditure 
of  millions  of  dollars  that  have  been  made  by  the 
city,  few  have  been  put  at  work.  I  think  there 
is  no  place  that  will  compare  in  that  respect  with 
this  golf  course,  with  two  hundred  men  working, 
with  an  expenditure  of  about  a  quarter  of  a  million 
dollars.  Senators  Walsh  and  LaFoIlette  have 
shown  that,  in  spite  of  the  fifty  millions  or  more 
that  have  been  appropriated  by  the  Government 
on  public  undertakings  in  the  Middle  West  the 
number  of  men  employed  is  approximately  but 
6,500 — a  mere  drop  in  the  bucket  when  it  comes 
to  the  question  of  relieving  unemployment.  One 
might  naturally  suppose  that  an  appropriation 
of  $50,000,000  would  mean  putting  twenty  thou- 
sand men  or  more  at  work,  but  such  evidently  is 
not  the  case.  So  it  is  a  fact  that  the  amount  of 
employment  furnished  by  this  golf  course  is  above 
the  average. 

Coun.  FITZGERALD— Mr.  President,  I  would 
like  to  ask  the  councilor  a  question.  Can  you 
tell  the  Council  whether  the  city  has  any  right  of 
way  to  this  golf  course? 

Coun.  NORTON — I  would  say  yes,  certainly, 
that  there  is  a  right  of  way  from  West  street, 
connecting  with  the  golf  course,  from  the  West 
Roxbury  and  Roslindale  area. 

Coun.  FITZGERALD— How  wide  is  West 
street? 

Coun.  NORTON — At  the  present  time  it  is 
about  as  wide  as  that  table.     (Laughter.) 

Coun.  FITZGERALD— As  a  matter  of  fact, 
Councilor  Norton,  this  proposition  represents  one 
of  the  worst  pieces  of  rascality  ever  put  through 
this  Council,  in  my  opinion.  I  offered  an  order 
here  some  time  ago  under  which  the  city  had  an 
opportunity  to  take  land  for  this  purpose  in  the 
Stony  Brook  Reservation,  which  they  could  have 
got  no  doubt  for  a  dollar,  to  be  granted  by  the 
state  and  owned  by  the  city.  But  this  thing 
finally  went  through  here  and  it  will  cost  the  city 
a  million  before  they  get  through.  It  is  simply 
a  question  of  buying  Mellie  Adams'  swamp  and 
rock  land  out  there,  and  it  will  cost  a  great  deal 
more  than  has  already  been  expended  before  we 
get  through.  It  is  simply  a  hole  in  the  ground. 
They  put  this  proposition  over  on  the  city.  There 
was  plenty  of  good  land  that  could  have  been 
taken.  No  doubt  not  over  $50,000  or  $75,000 
was  originally  paid  for  this  piece  of  land,  a  part  of 
which  was  turned  over  to  the  city  for  $136,000, 
besides  the  beautiful,  well  developed  land  that 
they  had  left  to  the  good.  We  might  as  well  face 
the  cold  truth  in  the  matter.  It  is  simply  one  of 
the  things  to  which  the  city,  is  being  committed 
under  the  guise  of  combating  unemployment. 
A  good  many  things  are  being  committed  in  that 
name.  As  has  been  well  stated,  real  estate  has  to 
bear  this  burden,  and  where  will  it  end?  We  are 
now  taxed  to  the  very  limit,  and  the  man  who 
owns  his  home,  who  is  very  likely  unemployed, 
who  is  perhaps  carrying  it  under  a  cooperative 
bank  mortgage  on  which  he  continually  has  to 
make  payments  and  being  hounded  by  the  city  for 
taxes,  is  certainly  up  against  it.  You  talk  of  200 
men  being  placed  at  work  with  this  mones'  that  is 
being  spent.  I  know  of  no  man  in  the  district  I 
represent  working  at  the  present  time  on  this 
golf  course,  and  I  think  I  represent  a  district  with 
a  larger  population  than  any  other  ward  in  Boston. 
We  have  more  than  22,000  polls  in  that  ward, 
and  I  have  yet  to  find  any  man  within  the  con- 
fines of  the  ward  who  is  employed  on  that  golf 
course.  This  money  could  be  well  spent  by  the 
Park  Department  on  the  same  theory  that  Gover- 


nor Ely  is  now  trying  to  put  forward.  In  every 
section  of  the  city  there  is  an  opportunity  to  put 
men  at  work  cleaning  the  streets  and  cleaning  up 
the  parks.  We  have  seen  the  terrible  conditions 
in  this  city  recently,  where  large  numbers  of  men, 
young  and  old,  many  men  with  families,  have  been 
appealing  in  vain  to  our  so-called  employment 
bureau.  The  only  relief  has  been  a  few  days  of 
shoveling  when  the  snow  came.  And  still  we  have 
under  our  noses  all  this  work  that  can  be  done  in 
the  way  of  cleaning  things  up.  Still,  they  have  to 
rely  on  a  snowstorm,  an  act  of  God,  and  that  is 
about  as  far  as  they  get.  This  golf  proposition 
has  been  worked  to  the  limit.  I  know  that  they 
will  have  to  buy  property  to  enter  the  place,  and 
you  know,  Councilor  Norton,  as  well  as  the  gentle- 
man representing  West  Roxbury,  that  you  have 
to  go  quite  a  distance  on  the  Elevated  beyond 
Forest  Hills  to  reach  the  place.  Very  few  people, 
unless  they  own  an  automobile,  will  be  able  to  use 
it.  We  might  as  well  have  the  truth  here.  If  the 
City  Council  today  is  going  to  commit  itself  to 
this  expenditure  of  $275,000,  it  might  just  as  well 
look  at  things  as  they  are.  Anybody  who  knows 
about  blasting,  from  the  contracting  end  of  the 
business,  knows  that  they  are  not  going  to  employ 
for  that  purpose  more  than  two  or  three  men. 
The  blasting  of  stone  is  a  science  and  there  are  men 
who  are  educated  to  do  that  work.  The  ordinary 
laborer  is  not  properly  equipped  for  that.  So, 
while  we  are  going  to  spend  a  lot  of  money,  there 
is  a  question  of  how  much  of  it  will  go  for  labor.  I 
believe  that  the  Park  Commissioner  should  come 
in  here  and  put  the  cards  on  the  table  and  tell  the 
Council  just  how  much  of  the  money  is  going  to 
be  spent  for  labor.  You  have  come  in  here  and 
committed  yourselves,  and  have  to  go  through,  and 
I  am  positive  from  my  experience  and  from  my 
knowledge  of  the  land  out  there  that  you  are  going 
to  spend  close  to  a  million  dollars.  If  what  Coun- 
cilor Wilson  says  is  true,  this  great  engineer  has 
said  in  the  past  that  this  land  was  not  fit  for  this 
purpose.  But,  of  course,  these  experts  will  testify 
one  way  today  and  another  way  tomorrow.  If  he 
said  at  one  time  that  it  was  not  the  proper  place, 
why  did  he  change?  And  why  wasn't  land  taken 
on  which  they  would  have  had  to  spend  very  little, 
land  in  the  Stony  Brook  Reservation,  where  the 
amount  paid  for  men  who  did  the  work  would 
represent  a  considerable  proportion  of  the  appro- 
priation? But  we  will  have  to  spend  $500,000 
more  before  we  get  through  and  I  suppose  we  may 
as  well  reconcile  ourselves  to  it. 

Coun.  NORTON— Mr.  President,  I  agree  with  a 
great  deal  of  what  the  gentleman  has  said  when  he 
asks  why  the  Stony  Brook  Reservation  was  not 
taken.  Even  though  the  golf  course  is  in  my 
ward,  if  I  knew  that  that  had  been  the  fact  and 
knew  that  that  was  the  proper  place  for  the  golf 
course,  I  would  have  been  against  the  taking  of 
this  land.  If  it  were  made  clear  to  me  that  too 
much  money  was  being  spent  to  fix  up  the  golf 
course,  I  would  not  vote  for  it.  If  you  have  facts 
that  should  be  brought  out,  bring  in  reputable 
gentlemen  to  give  us  those  facts,  to  show  us  that 
we  are  voting  too  much  money,  and  I  will  be 
against  the  golf  course,  in  spite  of  the  fact  that  it 
is  in  the  district  I  represent  and  regardless  of  who 
is  with  it.  As  far  as  experts  or  other  men  changing 
their  opinions  is  concerned,  whether  on  a  golf 
course  or  anything  else,  that  is  nothing  new. 
Many  of  out  greatest  public  men  have  changed 
their  minds  on  important  questions;  you  will  find 
that  President  Cleveland  and  a  number  of  others 
among  our  leaders  have  frequently  changed  their 
opinions.  But  when  my  colleague  from  the  West 
End  (Coun.  Fitzgerald)  talks  about  this  golf  course 
being  out  in  the  country,  that  is  not  so.  One 
might  think  that  Ward  18  was  a  part  of  Ponkapoag! 
For  years  we  have  heard  about  our  being  in  the 
"sticks."  With  the  passage  of  time  things  change. 
It  was  not  so  long  ago,  when  a  large  part  of  our 
population  lived  in  Charlestown,  the  North  End, 
the  Back  Bay,  the  West  End  and  other  downtown 
sections  of  the  city,  that  our  section  out  there  may 
perhaps  have  justly  been  regarded  as  the  "sticks." 
But  that  time  has  long  passed  and  the  descendents 
of  those  who  lived  in  those  old  sections  are  now 
moving  out  and  living  with  us,  with  the  result 
that  in  1928  and  1929  more  homes  were  built  in 
Ward  18  than  in  all  the  other  twenty-one  wards  of 
the  city  together.  The  youngsters  who  some  years 
ago  were  married  in  Charlestown,  East  Boston 
and  the  West  End  have  come  to  West  Roxbury, 
Mattapan  and  Hyde  Park,  and  are  raising  their 
families   there.     These   old  sections   of   the  city, 
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where  the  schools  once  contained  thousands  upon 
thousands  of  children,  are  now  being  deserted, 
and  you  have  schools  with  nobody  to  fill  them. 
Yesterday  these  downtown  sections,  from  the 
point  of  view  of  population,  were  the  great  sections 
of  the  city.  But  populations,  like  the  ocean,  are 
continually  moving,  so  that  what  was  yesterday 
regarded  as  a  long  distance  away  has  now  become 
a  trip  of  but  a  few  minutes  by  automobile,  and 
Hyde  Park  and  the  other  outlying  sections  are  now 
populous  centers.  And  so  this  golf  course  is  now 
in  the  midst  of  or  easily  accessible  to  a  population 
of  over  250,000  people.  We  are  not,  therefore, 
in  the  country.  We  are,  you  might  say,  in  the 
center  of  the  great  population  of  this  city.  What 
yesterday  was  the  ""sticks"  is  today  a  populous 
section.  So  far  as  blasting  is  concerned,  I  know 
nothing  about  blasting.  I  will  agree  that  my 
colleague  from  the  West  End  undoubtedly  under- 
stands much  more  about  it  than  I  do.  But  I 
think  we  can  all  rely  on  the  Park  Commissioner  to 
see  to  that.  Of  course,  we  all  trust  that  individuals 
and  not  contractors  will  do  this  work.  We  would 
all  want  to  see  the  work  done  by  day  labor  on  that 
job.  We  want  to  see  American  citizens  there, 
who  need  the  work.  They  tell  me  that  of  the 
one  hundred  and  sixty  employed  out  there  the 
other  day  one  hundred  and  fifty  were  married 
men  with  children.  They  certainly  need  the 
employment.  Let  us  give  men  a  little  more  work. 
And  if  my  colleague  brings  here  any  reputable  man 
who  can  show  that  we  are  voting  away  the  people's 
money  here  improperly,  I  will  vote  against  the  order 
even  though  the  golf  course  is  in  my  ward. 

Coun.    BUSH — Mr.    President,    it    is    not    my 
intention  or  purpose  to  enter  into  a  controversy  or 
into  debate  with  any  other  member  in  regard  to 
this  order.     It  is  my  function,  as  chairman  of  the 
Finance  Committee,  to  render  a  report  of  what 
they  have  done  with  the  order.     But  I  do  want  to 
say,  as  a  member  of  the  Council  and  as  a  citizen, 
and  not   as    chairman  of  the  Finance  Committee, 
and  also  as  a  man  who  does  not  himself  play  golf 
but  who  recognizes  the  fact  that  golf  has  become  a 
national  recreation,  that  there  is  an  opportunity 
offered  in  these  municipal  golf  courses  for  our  people 
to  play  at  a  reasonable  cost.     Until  recently  it  has 
been  only  those  with  leisure  and  able  to  afford  a 
$500  bond  and  a  fee  of  $150  to  S500  a  year  who  have 
been  able  to  play  on  any  golf  course  in  the  country. 
There    are    comparatively    few    cities    that    have 
municipal    golf    courses,    and    I    am    happy    and 
proud  to  state  that  Boston  was  one  of  the  first 
cities  to  inaugurate  a  municipal  golf  course,  where 
those  who  are  not  well-to-do,  who  are  more   or 
less  under-privileged,  those  who  have  not  the  means 
and  the  leisure,  can  go  out  and  enjoy  this  great 
national  pastime.     Now,  how  have  the  citizens  of 
Boston  availed  themselves  of  this  privilege?     The 
figures  show  that  an  average  of  585  people  a  day 
use  the  Franklin  Park  golf  course;  that  at  times,  on 
holidays  and  Sundays,  almost  seven  hundred  in  a 
single  day  have  gone  over  that  golf  course.     They 
pay  $10  a  year  for  the  privilege  of  using  the  course, 
if  they  are  regular  season  members;    if  they  are 
transients,  they  pay  $1  a  day  for  the  use  of  the 
course,  and  for  another  day  a  trifling,  nominal  sum. 
They  pay  $3  a  day  as  transients  for  the  use  of  the 
course  on  Saturdays  or  Sundays  in  the  crowded 
season,  which  is  also  a  very  nominal  sum  for  the 
use  of  that  course.     Yet,  in  spite  of  that  fact,  the 
Franklin  Park  golf  course  has  not  only  sustained 
itself  but  has  made  a  profit   to   the  city  of  over 
$20,000  the  last  year.     Surely,  no  one  can  reason- 
ably  object   to   an    expenditure   of   money   for   a 
national  recreation  and  pastime  which  interests  a 
large  number   of   our  citizenry,   who  are   thereby 
enabled  to  go  out  and  play  a  healthful  game  and  to 
enjoy  the  benefits  which  they  would  not  be  able  to 
enjoy  otherwise,  because  they  would  not  have  the 
means  to  do  so — and  we  must  not  forget  at  the 
same  time  that  it  yields  a  revenue,  a  profit  to  the 
city.     In  addition  to  that,  it  provides  work  for  the 
unemployed.     We  have  now  reached  the  maximum 
capacity    of  the  Franklin  Park  golf  course.     It  is 
unable  to  take  care  of  the  crowds  who  want  to  play 
on  the  course.     They  go  out  there  to  play  as  early 
as  six  o'clock  in  the  morning  and  are  unable  to  get 
an  opportunity  to  play.     They  have  to  stand  in 
line  and  wait.     The  time  has,  therefore,  come  when 
we    need    another    municipal    golf    course.     The 
people  demand  it.     As  to  the  means  to  be  used  to 
provide  that  golf  course,  unfortunately  the  Council 
has  nothing  whatever  to  do.     We  have  no  choice 
in  selecting  the  site,  we  have  no  choice  in  saying 
who  is  going  to  construct  the  course.     Our  only 
function  or  duty  is  to  provide  the  money  with 


which  it  is  to  be  bought  and  with  which  it  is  to  be 
constructed.     Now,  this  Council  committed  itself 
to  an  expenditure  of  S225.G0O  a  year  ago  for  this 
golf  course.     It  has  been  found  that  this  sum  is  not 
sufficient,  that  most  of  that  money  had  to  be  used 
in  purchasing  the  land.     Nobody  has  stated  that 
too  high  a  price  has  been  paid  for  the  land.     Every- 
body   has   admitted    that    the   land    was    bought 
pretty    cheap,    that    there    was    not  an  excessive 
amount  paid  for  it.     The  question  now  comes  on 
making  that  land  appropriate  for  the  purpose  of  a 
golf  course.     There  are  facilities  for  reaching  the 
golf  course.     It  is  right  on  the  main  trunk  line  of 
the  Elevated.     It  is  within  a  10-cent  fare  of  every 
part  of  the  city.     The  only  question  is  in  regard  to 
this  right  of  way,  and  that  is  something,  I  admit,  of 
which  the  Finance  Committee  was  not  aware.     It 
was  not  brought  to  their  attention,  as  it  should 
have  been  if  any  member  of  the  Council  had  the 
information.     He  should   certainly  have  brought 
it  to  the  attention  of  the  Finance  Committee  at  the 
time  of  the  hearing.     But  the  fact  remains  that  the 
land  has  been  purchased.     It  has  been  said  that  it 
is  unsuitable  for  the  purpose.     The  only  question 
now  comes  on  appropriating  the  money  to  make  it 
suitable  for  a  golf  course.     The  Park  Commissioner 
furnished  a  detailed  account  as  to  how  the  money 
was  to  be  spent.     There  are  rocks  to  be  blasted. 
You  cannot  go  out  and  find  a  made-to-order-by- 
iiature   golf   course   anywhere  in   the   country.      I 
don't  care  where  you  find  land  to  be  used  for  a 
golf  course,  men  have  to  rearrange  it  and  fix  it  up 
so  that  it  will  be  suitable  for  the  purpose.     No 
land  simply  comes  out  of  nature  with  hills,  traps, 
hazards  and  trenches.     All  that  sort  of  thing  has 
to  be  made  artificially,  and  it  must  be  so  on  this 
course.     I    submit,    gentlemen,   however   we   may 
feel  with  reference  to  the  way  in  which  the  money 
will  be  spent,  we  have  no  control  over  that  situa- 
tion.    Our  function  is  only  to  provide  the  money 
for  the  expenditure.     The  purpose  is  a  worthy  one; 
the  public  needs  it,  demands  it,  and  it  is  for"  us  to 
provide  it. 

Coun.  ARNOLD — Mr.  President,  1  suggest 
that  we  take  this  or  leave  it,  and  1  therefore  move 
the  previous  question. 

The  main  question  was  declared  ordered,  and 
the  three  loan  orders  reported  by  the  committee 
were  passed,  yeas  19,  nays  2. 

Yeas — Coun.  Arnold,  Bush,  Cox,  Curtis,  Dono- 
van. Dowd,  Englert,  Fish,  Gallagher,  Gleason, 
Green,  Hein,  Kelly,  Lynch,  Mahoney,  McGrath, 
Norton,  Power,  Ruby — 1!'. 

Xays — Coun.  Fitzgerald,  Wilson — 2 
Coun.  WILSON — Mr.  President,  1  would  move 
a  reconsideration  of  the  vote  on  the  loan  for  the 
golf  course  and  would  like  an  opportunity  to 
explain  why  the  reconsideration  I  ask  for  should 
prevail,  if  there  is  no  objection. 

President  McGRATH — If  there  is  no  objection, 
the  gentleman  will  proceed. 

Coun.  WILSON — Mr.  President,  I  move  recon- 
sideration of  that  vote  for  the  reason  that  1  feel 
that  the  Council  of  the  City  of  Boston  should  be 
the  last  place  in  the  world  to  shut  off  debate  with 
reference  to  the  expenditure  of  $300,000  or 
$400,000,  particularly  where  a  question  of  possible 
right  of  way  to  the  land  and  of  construction  work 
to  be  done  is  raised  by  a  member  of  the  body, 
not  to  mention  various  other  reasons  that  have 
been  advanced.  1  feel — while  1  may  perhaps  be 
alone  in  the  Council  today  in  that  feeling — that 
it  is  absolutely  unfair  to  the  Council  and  to  the 
taxpayers  to  shut  off  debate  on  any  order  involving 
this  amount  of  money. 

Reconsideration  was  declared  lost.  Coun. 
WILSON  doubted  the  vote  and  asked  for  a  rising 
vote. 

Coun.  ENGLERT — Mr.  President,  in  voting  on 

this 

President  McGRATH — No  debate  is  in  order. 
Coun.  ENGLERT— Then,  Mr.  President,  I 
would  like  to  rise  to  a  point  of  information.  As  I 
understand,  several  orders  were  reported.  Are  we 
now  just  voting  on  the  golf  course,  or  the  other 
orders  as  well? 

President  McGRATH — Councilor  Wilson  moved 
a  reconsideration  of  the  golf  course  order  alone,  as 
the  Chair  understands. 

(Reconsideration  of  action  on  the  golf  course 
matter  prevailed,  and  the  question  then  came  on 
the  passage  of  the  order.) 

Coun.  DOWD — Mr.  President,  1  very  much 
disagree  with  the  chairman  of  the  Finance  Com- 
mittee when  lie  informs  us  that  our  only  procedure 
here   today   is   to   provide  the  money  for   the  so- 
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called  golf  course.  But  I  go  further.  May  I  ask 
the  chairman,  through  you,  Mr.  President,  how 
many  hearings  were  held  on  this  loan  order? 

Coun.  BUSH — There  was  one  hearing,  at  which 
the  Park  Commissioner  gave  to  the  Finance  Com- 
mission all  the  information. 

Coun.  DOWD — Mr.  President,  I  have  had  the 
privilege  of  being  a  member  of  the  Finance  Com- 
mittee for  the  last  five  years,  since  I  have  been  in 
this  body.  I  notice  today  that,  as  a  result  of 
one  hearing,  loan  orders  totaling  $1,275,000  have 
been  passed.  I  have  faith  in  the  Finance  Com- 
mittee, especially  in  the  chairman,  but  I  firmly 
believe  that  there  has  not  been  enough  considera- 
tion given  to  the  loan  orders  that  are  being 
presented  here  today.  Up  to  the  present  time, 
just  about  five  weeks  since  the  first  of  the  year, 
over  $5,000,000  of  loan  orders  have  been  railroaded 
through  the  Council  without  any  lengthy  hear- 
ings. I  say  that  there  is  cause  for  discussion, 
that  there  is  cause  for  doubt,  in  connection  with 
the  $1,275,000  loan  orders  which  have  been 
presented  here  today.  First  of  all,  reading  the 
Mayor's  inaugural  address,  from  that  portion 
which  Commissioner  Long  prepared  for  the 
Mayor,  it  states  in  black  and  white  that  three 
hundred  men  are  working  on  the  golf  course  in 
West  Roxbury,  whereas  the  number  the  other  day 
was  one  hundred  sixty,  while  it  may  possibly 
have  been  two  hundred  at  times.  The  next 
place  to  get  information  is  from  the  Civil  Service 
Commission,  and  I  have  taken  figures  from  there, 
and  I  say  that  the  Park  Commissioner  has  deliber- 
ately lied  to  the  Boston  City  Council  when  he 
has  come  to  us  asking  for  appropriation  of  money. 
The  chairman  of  the  committee  tells  the  Council 
that  for  7,000  or  7,500  cubic  yards  of  loam  to 
be  used  on  the  golf  course — you  and  I  know 
what  kind  of  loam  is  going  to  be  used — it  will 
cost  $109,000  for  the  loam  alone.  You  and  I 
know  where  they  will  get  most  of  the  loam.  The 
real  charge  for  loam  is  80  per  cent  in  the  truckage, 
and  there  shouldn't  be  any  charge  of  $109,000 
for  loam,  because  the  majority  of  it  will  very 
likely  be  taken  from  the  excavations  for  school 
buildings  and  the  Governor  Square  Tunnel. 
I  say,  in  view  of  what  has  been  brought  out  here 
today,  that  we  should  hesitate  in  passing  this 
loan  order.  The  councilor  of  Hyde  Park  (Coun. 
Norton)  says  it  is  placing  two  hundred  men  at 
work.  I  am  not  disputing  that,  and  for  that 
reason,  and  that  alone,  I  am  voting  for  the  loan 
order,  because  I  would  not  be  a  party  to  putting 
the  two  hundred  men  working  there  now  out  of 
employment.  But  I  say  to  you,  Mr.  President, 
and  to  every  member  of  the  City  Council,  that 
when  the  chairman  of  the  Finance  Committee 
tells  us  that  over  five  hundred  citizens  a  day 
use  the  Franklin  Park  golf  course,  and  he  says 
that  the  public  demands  this  course,  I  absolutely 
refuse  to  agree  with  him.  Five  hundred  or  six 
hundred  people  are  not  the  public  of  Boston, 
and  I  dare  say  a  large  percentage  of  that  five 
hundred  or  six  hundred  come  from  outside  of 
Boston.  Of  course,  it  means  some  revenue, 
although,  as  Councilor  Fitzgerald  has  said,  there 
will  probably  be  an  expenditure  of  a  million 
dollars  there  before  we  are  through.  Now,  I 
say  that  every  member  of  the  Council  is  entitled 
to  know  how  this  $275,000  is  going  to  be  spent, 
and  especially  if  there  is  one  item  alone  amount- 
ing to  $109,000  for  dirt,  I  say  that  the  Council 
should  go  very  slow  before  passing  it.  I  would 
like  to  find  out  where  the  other  $166,000  is  going 
to  be  expended.  Half  a  million  dollars  would 
put  two  thousand  men  at  work,  and  here  we  are 
spending  it  for  a  golf  course.  The  people  of  Hyde 
Park  and  the  people  of  Back  Bay  may  desire 
a  golf  course,  but  the  people  in  my  district  desire 
an  honest  day's  work;  and  I  say  to  you,  Mr. 
President  and  members  of  the  Council,  that  we 
should  go  mighty  slow  in  passing  this  loan  order. 
As  I  have  pointed  out,  it  includes  $109,000  fur 
dirt,  such  as  is  taken  from  excavations  for  buildings 
and  from  the  Governor  square  job. 

Coun.  BUSH— Mr.  President,  I  would  like  to 
know  if  the  gentleman  knows  enough  about 
gardening  to  know  that  loam  is  not  taken  from 
excavations  for  buildings,  but  from  the  surface 
of  the  ground,  and  also  if  he  knows  how  much 
loam  does  cost  per  cubic  yard? 

Coun.  DOWD — Mr.  President,  I  will  say  that 
since  I  was  fifteen  years  old  I  have  been  engaged 
in  that  business.  I  know  about  the  loam  that  is 
going  to  be  used  on  that  golf  course,  regardless  of 
what  Commissioner  Long  tells  us.     He  deceived 


us  in  regard  to  the  Fallon  Playground,  which  he 
said  was  assessed  for  $49,000,  when  it  was  only 
assessed  for  $33,000,  and  he  has  deceived  us  here, 
because  in  the  annual  address  of  the  Mayor  he 
says  that  three  hundred  men  are  going  to  be  put 
to  work.  I  know  that  the  undercovering  on  any 
golf  course  is  dirt,  that  the  top  layer  is  loam,  and 
nobody  with  the  slightest  imagination  can  ever 
see  $109,000  being  expended  for  the  loam  that 
will  go  on  this  course.  I  say  to  the  chairman  of 
the  committee  that  before  this  order  was  reported 
he  ought  to  have  called  in  before  the  committee 
several  gentlemen  dealing  in  the  contracting  for 
loam,  and  found  out  how  much  it  will  cost  per 
cubic  yard. 

Coun.  DONOVAN— Mr.  President,  I  did  not 
intend  to  inject  myself  into  the  argument  this 
afternoon,  but  I  do  want  to  take  the  floor  at  this 
time  and  defend  the  action  of  the  chairman  of  the 
Committee  on  Finance.  Of  course,  we  all  have 
to  depend  upon  information  furnished  by  depart- 
ment heads  with  regard  to  a  golf  course  or  with 
regard  to  public  works  of  any  kind,  and  we  have 
to  depend  upon  the  executives  to  give  us  informa- 
tion which  will  assist  in  the  procedure  the  Council 
should  take  in  reference  to  an  appropriation. 
Every  argument  raised  here  this  afternoon  against 
this  proposed  loan  order  is  based  on  supposition, 
on  an  "if,"  —  if  this  or  that  is  so.  I  listened  to 
my  colleague  from  the  West  End  raising  the 
question  whether  there  would  be  a  proper  means 
of  access  or  egress,  and  the  question  of  taxation 
has  been  raised,  and  the  burdens  borne  by  the 
owners  of  real  estate.  We  all  realize  at  the  present 
time  that  the  home  owner  is  overtaxed,  that  the 
automobile  owner  is  overtaxed,  and  we  further 
realize  that  the  return  on  intangibles,  the  dividends 
of  corporations  in  the  state,  has  decreased.  But 
the  question  of  taxation,  I  want  to  say  to  my 
colleagues,  rests  with  the  Legislature  and  not 
with  the  City  Council.  In  reference  to  $109,000 
for  loam,  I  believe  that  that  is  to  be  let  out  by 
contract.  We,  as  members  of  the  Council,  have 
not  a  right  to  dictate  the  policy  that  the  executive 
branch  shall  pursue  in  such  respects.  Our  duty 
is  to  appropriate  the  money  for  the  work.  We 
have  no  mercenary  motive  in  presenting  this 
$275,000  order,  but  are  taking  the  word  of  the 
Park  Commissioner,  who  shows  us  that  the  Frank- 
lin Park  golf  course  is  a  money-making  proposition 
in  this  city,  and  that  we  do  not  have  sufficient 
golf  accommodation  to  satisfy  the  demand. 
Furthermore,  when  the  unemployment  question 
was  raised  it  was  stated  that  this  was  going  to 
employ  from  two  hundred  to  three  hundred  men. 
Your  members  of  the  Committee  on  Finance, 
having  appropriated  $225,000  already,  thought 
that  it  was  their  duty  at  this  time  to  vote  for  this 
S275.000. 

Coun.  FITZGERALD— Mr.  President,  my 
position  in  this  matter  is  simply  that  we  should 
find  out  the  true  facts.  If  this  is  going  to  cost 
$500,000  additional,  the  Council  should  know  it. 
In  reference  to  the  statement  of  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  1  (Coun.  Donovan)  to  the  effect  that 
the  question  of  taxation  is  a  matter  for  the  Legis- 
lature and  not  for  the  Council,  let  me  merely  say 
that  we  have  voted  here  at  meeting  after  meeting 
for  millions  and  millions  of  dollars  which,  of  course, 
affects  the  tax  rate  of  the  city.  So  we  are  the 
ones  to  be  blamed  in  the  final  analysis  and  not  the 
Legislature  of  Massachusetts.  The  members  of 
this  body  have  to  render  an  account  of  their  stew- 
ardship to  the  people  not  many  months  from  now 
in  regard  to  the  amounts  that  are  being  spent 
today.  I  ask  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on 
Finance,  as  a  lawyer,  would  he  advise  a  client  of 
his  to  invest  money  to  buy  a  piece  of  ledgy  land 
to  build  a  house  on?  This  is  not  the  only  section 
of  the  city  where  there  are  ledges.  I  remember 
not.  many  years  ago  that  the  old  Board  of  .Alder- 
men voted  to  build  the  Franklin  Union  on  a  ledge 
in  the  section  represented  by  the  chairman  of  the 
Finance  Committee,  and  that  certain  gentlemen 
went  to  the  Supreme  Court  and  stopped  that 
sort  of  dealing  with  the  Franklin  Fund,  'the 
people  of  this  city  do  not  wish  to  build  public 
buildings  or  goif  courses  on  quarries  or  ledges. 
We  know  that  this  project  is  going  to  cost  a  great 
deal  more.  I  am  not  opposed  to  the  order.  I 
take  the  same  stand  that  Councilor  Dowd  takes 
I  don't  wish  to  throw  any  men  out  of  employment. 
But  i  don't  think  the  councilor  from  Ward  4 
(Coun.  Arnold)  should  have  moved  the  previous 
question  with  the  intention  of  cutting  off  debate. 
I  say  that  the  only  fair  thing  to  do  is  to  postpone 
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action,  bring  the  chairman  of  the  Park  Commis- 
sion here  and  put  the  facts  before  him.     I  disagree 
with  the  gentleman  from  Ward  1  (Coun.  Donovan). 
It  was  the  duty  of  the  Council  to  go  and  view  that 
land.     I  know  that  the  gentleman  who  renresents 
Ward  18  in  this  body   (Coun.  Norton)  is  honest 
and  sincere,  and  he  can  tell  the  Council  that  it 
was    a    routine    proposition.     They    went    ahead 
and   took   this   hole  in   the  ground,   swamp   land 
and  quarry.     Mellie  Adams  on  two  or  three  occa- 
sions tried  to  get  the  Hyde  Park  Board  of  Trade 
interested  in  the  proposition,  but  they  wouldn't 
fall  for  it.     Let  me  go  farther  and  say  to  the  gen- 
tleman  who   is   chairman   of   the   Committee   on 
Finance  that  I  know  of  a  very  reputable  organi- 
zation in  this  city  which  had  this  land  offered  to 
them   for  a  certain  institution,   and   I   know   the 
price  that  was  offered.     They  realize  that  there 
are  other  people  in  this  body  who  know  what  is 
going  on  as  well  as  they  do.     I  am  not  being  fooled 
by  the  cry  of  relieving   unemployment  in  this  con- 
nection.    Under  that  guise  a  good  many  crimes 
are  being  committed  in  this  body.     Every  little 
matter  that  anyone  wants  to  get  through  is  being 
put  up  under  the  guise  of  relieving  unemployment. 
Money   was  voted   down   in   my   district  for  the 
widening  of  Charles  street,  and  we  were  told  that 
it   would   relieve  unemployment.     But   the   work 
was  put  in  charge  of  a  contractor,  with  a  steam 
roller   and   other   machinery,   and   very   few   men 
were  employed.     I   am  not  against  this  proposi- 
tion, but  I  want  the  people  in  this  city,  as  well  as 
certain  officials  of  the  city,  to  know  that  I  know 
what  is  going  on  as  well  as  they  do,  and  to  know 
that   this  land   should   never   have  been  bought. 
You  cannot  argue  for  this  land  before  any  body 
of  citizens  in  this  city  today.     Let  the  Council  go 
out  there  and  look  at  it.     We  are  even  told  that 
there  is  not  an  easement  allowing  ingress  or  egress. 
Well,   they  paid  $136,000  for  a  piece  of   swamp 
land  and  quarry,  and  if  you  want  to  get  some 
more  land  for  ingress  and   egress,  do  you   think 
the  people  who  own  the  land  adjoining  will  let 
their  land  go  for  a  mere  trifle?     Won't  any  jury 
say  that  they  are  entitled  to  the  value  that  would 
go  with  land  adjacent  to  land  that  was  going  to 
be  developed  in  this  way,  and  do  you  think  any 
corporation   counsel   of   the   City   of   Boston   will 
say  that  they  are  not  entitled  to  as  much  at  least 
as  was  paid  for  this  waste  land?     Of  course,  they 
are  going  to  get  what  is  coming  to  them.     Now, 
we  are  going  to  spend  more  money  than  this  on 
that  golf   course.     We  are  committed   to  it;    we 
have  to  go  through.     But  let  us  be  decent.     Let 
us  at  leost  get  the  true  facts,  and  if  we  will  have 
to  pay  $500,000  more,  let  us  know  it.     Let  us  go 
slow,  and  not  have  them  come  in  three  months 
later   with   a   proposition   for  additional  land.     I 
move  that  this  matter  be  postponed  to  the  next 
meeting  of  the  Council,  that  we  have  a  meeting 
with  the  engineers,  and  that  we  get  at  the  honest 
truth.     None  of  us  want  to  be  put  in  the  position 
of  being  against  something  that  will  relieve  unem- 
ployment of  labor,  but  if  I  vote  for  this  I  do  want 
to  be  in  a  position  where  I  can  explain  my  stand 
to  my  constituents. 

Coun.  WILSON— Mr.  President,  I  think  the 
point  made  that  the  Finance  Committee  must 
naturally  rely  on  the  various  heads  of  depart- 
ments is  very  well  taken,  and,  along  the  same 
line,  the  members  of  the  Council  who  are  not 
members  of  the  Finance  Committee  must  rely  on 
the  members  of  that  committee  for  information  in 
regard  to  any  loan  order.  I  certainly  feel  that 
before  voting  on  this  matter  I  should  be  entitled 
to  know  what  the  amount  of  money  necessary  for 
this  is  to  be  and  just  what  the  expenditures  are  to 
be.  I  am  not  against  another  public  golf  course, 
nor  do  I  fail  to  agree  with  the  argument  that  a 
public  golf  course  is  a  paying  proposition.  I  am 
gratified  to  find  the  present  chairman  of  the 
Finance  Committee,  contrary  to  earlier  votes, 
sold  on  that  proposition.  Nor  have  I  any  criticism 
to  make  of  the  Park  Commissioner  or  his  ability. 
But  I  do  think  there  are  facts  and  figures  that 
should  be  ascertained  and  reported  back  more  in 
detail.  On  March  4,  1929,  I  introduced  into  this 
body  an  order  which  read  as  follows: 

"Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  $225,000  be,  and  the 
same  hereby  is,  appropriated,  to  be  expended 
under  the  direction  of  the  Park  Commissioners  for 
the  purchase  of  a  tract  of  easily  accessible  land 
of  sufficient  area  within  the  present  city  limits  for 
the  construction  of  a  second  public  golf  course." 

I  have  no  information  to  give  as  to  the  appro- 
priateness or  nonappropriateness  of  the  particular 
land  taken.     I  learned  today  for  the  first  time,  to 


my  surprise,  that  there  is  a  question  as  to  whether 
a  person  playing  on  this  course  will  be  able  to 
reach  the  land  so  as  to  be  able  to  play  on  it.  I 
think  such  facts  should  be  ascertained  before  the 
body  votes  to  grant  further  money.  It  may  be 
that  the  figures  presented  by  the  Park  Commis- 
sioner are  proper  figures;  it  may  be  that,  as  Coun- 
cilor Dowd  says  with  his  experience,  the  amount 
suggested  by  Commissioner  Long  to  be  spent  for 
ordinary  loam  to  be  placed  on  the  golf  course  is 
too  much.  I  think  the  committee  should  have  the 
matter  back  before  them,  look  into  it  further  and 
give  additional  information  to  the  body.  I  think 
especially  we  should  have  the  architect  mentioned 
—  Mr.  Ross,  if  that  is  his  name  —  appear  and 
give  facts  and  figures  as  to  whether  we  should 
have  obtained  this  land  in  the  first  place,  if  it  was 
a  good  choice,  and  whether  the  present  proposed 
sum  of  money  will  complete  it.  The  councilor 
from  the  West  End  says  that  it  will  cost  hundreds 
of  thousands  of  dollars  more  before  we  are  through. 
Let  us  know  something  about  the  matter.  I 
think  we  need  further  information  —  not  alone 
from  the  Park  Commissioner,  in  whom  I  have 
great  reliance,  but  from  Mr.  Ross  and  from  the 
people  who  have  made  estimates,  if  they  have 
estimates,  of  what  the  whole  cost  will  be. 

Coun.  GREEN — Mr.  President,  I  move  that  the 
matter  be  referred  to  the  Executive  Committee  and 
that  Commissioner  Long  be  brought  down  here,  so 
that  the  members  may  secure  all  the  information 
they  desire.     I  make  that  motion. 

President  McGRATH— The  question  before  the 
house  is  on  Councilor  Fitzgerald's  motion  to  assign 
it  to  the  next  meeting. 

The  question  of  the  passage  of  the  order  appro- 
priating money  for  the  golf  course  was  assigned  to 
the  next  meeting  of  the  Council. 

Coun.  NORTON — Mr.  President,  since  this 
happens  to  be  in  my  own  ward,  1  would  like  just 
fifteen  seconds,  with  the  unanimous  consent  of  the 
body,  to  make  a  statement. 

President  McGRATH — Councilor  Norton  asks 
unanimous  consent  to  make  a  brief  statement.  If 
there  is  no  objection,  he  will  proceed. 

Coun.  NORTON— Mr.  President,  the  argu- 
ments brought  forth  by  my  colleague  from  the  West 
End  here  today  are  certainly  entitled  to  considera- 
tion. I  do  not  want  to  vote,  even  in  the  case  of  an 
appropriation  for  an  undertaking  of  this  kind  in  my 
own  ward,  to  proceed  fartherat  this  time,  if  there  is 
a  question  of  right  of  way,  access  or  egress  to  and 
from  this  land.  Nor  do  I  want  to  spend  enormous 
amounts  for  blasting  ledges.  I  want  to  find  out 
the  facts,  and  in  order  to  find  out  the  facts  it  is 
necessary  to  take  time.  I  am,  therefore,  in  favor 
of  holding  this  matter  up  for  a  week,  until  we  find 
out,  first,  whether  we  have  the  proper  access  and 
egress,  and  also  whether  or  not  the  land,  as  our 
colleague  says,  has  a  large  amount  of  rock  that 
needs  to  be  blasted.  Personally,  I  do  not  agree 
with  that  statement,  but  1  think  the  matter  should 
be  looked  into.  1  think  it  was  an  overstatement, 
and  I  think  he  also  made  an  overstatement  when 
he  seemed  to  try  to  tie  me  in  with  the  Board  of 
Trade  of  Hyde  Park.  All  my  opposition  comes 
from  the  Board  of  Trade,  and  if  you  want  to  take 
the  opinion  of  the  Board  of  Trade  in  connection 
with  this  argument  you  will  find  that  100  per  cent 
of  them  are  in  favor  of  buying  the  land  at  the  pres- 
ent figure. 

President  McGRATH— The  gentleman's  fifteen 
seconds  have  expired. 

Coun.  NORTON- — I  simply  ask  for  ten  seconds 
more,  Mr.  President.  The  Board  of  Trade  of 
Hyde  Park  are  unanimously  in  favor  of  this. 
Under  the  conditions  that  have  been  suggested 
here,  however,  I  am  in  favor  of  having  it  held  off 
for  a  week  so  that  we  may  obtain  more  information 
upon  the  matter. 

President  McGRATH— The  Council  has  already 
voted  that  the  matter  go  over  for  one  week. 

Coun.  DONOVAN— Mr.  President,  can  I  offer 
an  amendment  to  that  order. 

President  McGRATH — An  amendment  is  out  of 
order. 


CONTRACT  FOR  FERRY  BOAT. 

Coun.  DONOVAN— Mr.  President,  1  ask  unan- 
imous consent  to  make  a  statement.  While  I 
realize  how  wrong  it  is  for  a  member  of  the  City 
Council  to  attempt  to  interfere  with  the  executive 
branch  of  the  city,  yet  I  would  like  to  say,  for 
purposes  of  the  record,  just  a  word,  which  1  trust 
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will  be  brought  to  the  attention  of  the  Department 
of  Public  Works,  in  regard  to  the  awarding  of  the 
contract  pertaining  to  the  East  Boston  ferries. 
The  Bethlehem  Shipbuilding  Company,  as  you  all 
know,  belongs  in  the  East  Boston  district,  which  1 
represent,  and  during  my  term  in  office  have  al- 
ways been  courteous  and  kind  to  me  when  1  have 
attempted  to  place  men  in  employment  in  that 
concern.  I  have  no  mercenary  motive  in  suggest- 
ing to  the  Public  Works  Commissioner  that  1  trust, 
in  awarding  such  a  contract,  he  will  take  into 
consideration  the  fact  that  the  Bethlehem  Ship- 
building Company,  this  East  Boston  concern,  are 
taxpayers  of  the  City  of  Boston,  and  therefore 
worthy  to  be  considered  in  such  a  matter. 


THOROUGHFARE,  WARD  2. 
Coun.  GREEN  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,    That   his   Honor    the   Mayor   be   re- 
quested to  confer  with  the  Boston  Transit  Com- 
mission, the  Board  of  Street  Commissioners,  and 
the  City  Planning  Board,  as  to  the  advisability  of 
constructing  a  hunderd-foot  wide  thoroughfare  on 
the  northerly  side  of  Main  street,  from  Sullivan 
square  to  City  square,  Ward  2. 
Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


ARC  LIGHT,   SOUTH  BOSTON. 
Coun.  LYNCH  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,    That    the    Commissioner    of    Public 
Works  be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor, 
to  provide  for  the  installation  of  an  arc  light  at  the 
corner  of  G  and  East  Fifth  streets,  South  Boston. 
Passed  under  susepnsion  of  the  rule. 


CONFIRMATION   OF   CONSTABLES. 

On  motion  of  Coun.  HEIN,  the  appointment  by 
the  Mayor,  February  2,  of  Morris  M.  Bloomfield 
was  taken  up  under  unfinished  business. 

On  motion  of  Coun.  WILSON,  the  names  of 
Joseph  Herman  (.January  5  in  No.  2)  and  of 
Clarence  H.  Goler  and  Harvey  A.  Corcoran 
January  19  in  No.  3  on  the  calendar,  were  also 
taken  up. 

The  question  came  on  confirmation.  Com- 
mittee, Coun.  Lynch  and  Hein.  Whole  number 
of  ballots  13,  yeas  13,  and  the  appointments  were 
confirmed. 


Adjourned  at  4.09  p.  m.,  on  motion  of  Coun. 
GLEASON,  to  meet  on  Monday,  February  16, 
at  2  p.  m. 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceedings  of  City  Council. 


Monday,  February  16,  1931. 
Regular  meeting  of   the  City   Council   in    the 
Council  Chamber,  City  Hall,  at  2  p.m.,  President 
McGRATH  in  the  chair.      Absent,  Coun.  Bush. 


VETO   OF   ANNUITY   TO    WIDOW 
OF   MARTIN   F.   MULLIGAN. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  February  3,  1931. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  beg  to  return  herewith  order 
adopted  by  your  honorable  body  on  January  26, 
1931,  providing  for  annuity  to  be  paid  to  Mary  J. 
Mulligan,  widow  of  Martin  F.  Mulligan,  late 
member  of  the  Boston  Fire  Department,  without 
my  approval. 

I  have  received  from  the  Corporation  Counsel 
an  opinion,  a  copy  of  which  I  submit  herewith,  in 
which  he  advises  me  that  as  a  matter  of  law,  I 
cannot  give  my  approval  to  the  order  of  the 
Council,  because  the  fireman  died  of  a  disease 
rather  than  from  injuries  received  in  the  course  of 
his  duty. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Law  Department,  January  30,  1931. 
Hon.  James  M.  Curley, 

Mayor  of  Boston. 

Dear  Sir, — You  ask  my  opinion  as  to  the  legality 
of  the  following  order  adopted  by  the  City  Council 
on  January  26,  1931: 

"Ordered,  That  under  the  pro'nsions  of  chapter 
182  of  the  Acts  of  1930,  as  amended  by  chapter  241 
of  the  Acts  of  1930,  an  annuity  of  one  thousand 
dollars  be  allowed  and  paid  to  Mary  J.  Mulligan, 
widow  of  Martin  F.  Mulligan,  a  member  of  the 
Fire  Department,  who  died  on  December  12,  1930, 
from  injuries  received  in  the  performance  of  his 
duty;  said  annuity  to  date  from  December  13, 
1930,  to  continue  so  long  as  said  widow  remains 
unmarried  and  to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation 
for  Fire  Department,  Pensions  and  Annuities." 

Section  1  of  chapter  241  of  the  Acts  of  1930 
provides  in  part: 

"Section  89.  If  a  member  of  the  police  or  fire 
force  of  a  city  or  town,  or  a  member  of  the  depart- 
ment of  public  safety  doing  police  duty,  is  killed, 
or  dies  within  one  year  from  injuries  received 
while  in  the  performance  of  his' duty  as  such  member 
and  it  shall  be  proved  to  the  satisfaction  of  the 
mayor  and  city  council  or  selectmen,  or  of  the 
commissioner  of  public  safety  subject  to  the 
approval  of  the  governor  and  council,  as  the  case 
may  be,  that  such  death  was  the  natural  and 
proximate  result  of  an  accident  occurring  during 
the  performance  and  within  the  scope  of  his  duty 
as  such  member,  and  the  attending  physician  or 
medical  examiner  shall  certify  to  the  city,  town  or 
state  treasurer,  as  the  case  may  be,  that  the  death 
was  the  direct  result  of  the  said  injury,  there  shall 
be  paid  except  as  hereinafter  provided,  out  of  the 
city,  town  or  state  treasury,  as  the  case  may  be, 
to  the  following  dependents  of  such  deceased  per- 
son the  following  annuities.     .     .     ." 

The  important  part  of  this  section  as  it  applies 
to  this  case  is  that  the  fireman  must  have  been 
killed  or  died  within  one  year  from  injuries  received 
while  in  the  performance  of  his  duty,  and  that  it 
shall  be  proved  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  Mayor 
and  City  Council  that  such  death  was  the  natural 
and  proximate  result  of  an  accident  occurring 
during  the  performance,  and  within  the  scope  of 
the  duties  of  the  fireman. 

It  is  a  further  requisite  that  the  attending 
physician  or  medical  examiner  shall  certify  that 
the  death  was  the  direct  result  of  said  injury. 

The  medical  certificate,  "Proof  of  Death," 
signed  by  Dr.  John  J.  Dowling,  Superintendent  of 
the  Boston  City  Hospital  at  which  hospital  Captain 
Martin  F.  Mulligan  died,  is  that  Martin  F.  Mulligan 


died  on  the  twelfth  day  of  December,  1930,  and 
that  the  cause  of  death  was  "Carcinoma  of  pros- 
tate and  myocarditis  —  chronic." 

In  the  report  of  the  Medical  Examiner  William 
J.  McNally,  M.  D.,  he  says, —  "In  my  opinion  the 
primary  cause  of  death  was  the  multiple  injuries 
sustained  on  September  6th,  1930,  when  thrown  off 
apparatus;  debility  following  though  under  treat- 
ment for  same;  the  appearance  of  blood  in  the 
urine  two  months  later  necessitating  operation  for 
a  disease  found  to  be  malignant  and  the  latter 
condition  the  ultimate  cause  of  death." 

The  report  of  Doctor  Dowling  that  death  was 
caused  by  carcinoma  of  prostate  and  myocarditis 
—  chronic,  and  the  report  of  the  Medical  Examiner 
of  the  Fire  Department  that  the  operation  for  a 
disease  found  to  be  malignant  was  the  ultimate 
cause  of  death,  determines  conclusively  that  the 
death  of  Captain  Mulligan  was  the  direct  result  of 
a  disease  commonly  known  as  cancer,  together 
with  a  heart  ailment,  and  that  the  death  was  not 
the  natural  and  proximate  result  of  an  accident 
occurring  during  the  performance  and  within  the 
scope  of  the  fireman's  duty. 

In  two  opinions  rendered  to  your  Honor  by  me, 
one  on  September  22,  1930,  in  the  case  of  Frank 
L.  Lyons,  and  another  on  October  17,  1930,  in  the 
case  of  Frank  H.  Laskey,  I  advised  your  Honor 
that  the  word  "injuries"  in  this  statute 
cannot  be  construed  to  include  disease,  and  in  this 
conclusion  I  concur  with  the  judgment  of  four  of 
my  predecessors  in  office,  who  passed  upon  the 
construction  of  the  same  word  in  prior  statutes 
similar  to  the  one  now  in  effect.  I  refer  to  the 
opinions  of  the  late  Thomas  M.  Babson  on  Decem- 
ber 20,  1909,  Judge  Joseph  J.  Corbett,  on  July 
29,  1912,  E.  Mark  Sullivan,  on  April  11,  1924,  and 
Frank  S.  Deland,  on  December  9,  1927.  In  these 
opinions  they  were  asked  whether  the  widow  of  a 
fireman  who  died  as  the  result  of  a  disease  was 
entitled  to  receive  an  annuity  under  the  statute 
which  provided  that  annuities  should  be  paid  to 
the  widow  of  a  fireman  who  died  in  the  performance 
of  his  duties  as  the  result  of  injuries  received.  In 
each  case  they  held  that  the  word  "injuries"  does 
not  and  cannot  include  disease. 

I  advise  your  Honor,  therefore,  that  as  a  matter 
of  law  in  the  present  case  you  cannot  give  your 
approval  to  the  order  of  the  Council  granting  an 
annuity  to  the  widow  of  Captain  Mulligan,  for  the 
facts  clearly  establish  that  the  fireman  died  of  a 
disease  rather  than  from  injuries  and,  therefore, 
his  ease  does  not  come  within  the  provisions  of 
chapter  241  of  the  acts  of  1930. 

I  return  herewith  the  papers  forwarded  to  me  in 
connection  with  this  request  for  an  opinion. 
Very  truly  yours, 

Samuel  Silverman, 

Corporation  Counsel. 
Placed  on  file. 


LADDER   COMPANY,   OAK   SQUARE. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  February  16,  1931. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen,- — I  herewith  transmit  to  you  report 
from  Edward  F.  McLaughlin,  Fire  Commissioner, 
regarding  your  request  to  assign  a  ladder  company 
at  Oak  square,  Brighton,  This  is  in  reply  to  your 
order  of  January  12,  1931. 

Respectfully, 

Joseph  McGrath, 

Acting  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Fire  Department,  February  12,  1931. 
Hon.  James  M.  Curley, 

Mayor  of  Boston. 

Dear  Sir, — I  return  herewith  the  following  order 
passed  by  the  City  Council  on  January  12,  1931: 

"Ordered,  That  the  Fire  Commissioner  be  re- 
quested, through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  assign  a 
ladder  company  at  Oak  square,  Brighton." 

The  Brighton-Allston  section  covers  an  area  of 
a  little  more  than  3  J  miles  long  and  slightly  more 
than  1J  miles  wide.  It  is  now  protected  by  four 
engine  companies  and  two  ladder  companies,  which, 
in  the  opinion  of  the  Chief  of  Department,  affords 
ample  fire  protection  at  the  present  time. 

Ladder  Company  11  is  located  on  Chestnut  Hill 
avenue  and  can  cover  the  Oak  square  section  in 
from  three  to  three  and  one-half  minutes.  Ladder 
14  is  located  on  Harvard  avenue  and  can  cover  the 
Oak  square  section  in  approximately  five  minutes. 
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As  a  matter  of  information  I  would  state  that  the 
engine  company  at  present  located  in  the  Oak 
square  station  does  less  running  than  any  of  the 
other  Brighton  companies  and  if  a  ladder  company 
was  located  there  it  would  do  very  little  more 
running  than  the  engine  company. 

The  average  fire  to  which  the  two  trucks  in  that 
district  respond  seldom  requires  the  services  of 
both  ladders  for  any  length  of  time.  In  the  event 
of  a  fire  where  the  services  of  these  two  trucks 
would  be  required  for  an  extended  period  of  time 
the  district  chiefs  are  instructed  to  notify  the 
proper  authorities  to  have  another  truck  sent  to 
the  district  to  cover  until  such  time  as  one  of 
the  regular  ladder  companies  is  relieved. 

In  addition  to  this  there  is  a  spare  ladder  truck 
located  in  the  station  at  Chestnut  Hill  avenue, 
fully  equipped  and  ready  for  immediate  service  at 
any  time.  It  is  not  customary  to  keep  the  spare 
trucks  equipped. 

Some  years  ago  when  a  truck  was  located  at  the 
Oak  square  station  considerable  pressure  was 
brought  to  bear  to  do  away  with  the  truck  and  put 
an  engine  company  in  its  place.  This  was  done 
and  Ladder  Company  14  was  established  on  Har- 
vard avenue  and  Engine  51  was  put  in  service 
at  Oak  square.  To  establish  a  new  ladder  com- 
pany at  Oak  square  would  require  an  expenditure 
of  approximately  $30,000  in  addition  to  the  pur- 
chase price  and  the  cost  of  maintenance  of  a 
truck. 

In  the  opinion  of  the  chief  officers  of  this  depart- 
ment  the   present   truck   companies   in    Brighton 
afford  ample  protection  at  the  present  time. 
Yours  very  truly, 

Edwahd  F.  McLaughlin, 
Fire  Commissioner. 

Placed  on  file. 


FIRE  APPARATUS,  WARD  10. 
The  following  was  received:         • 
City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  February  16,  1931. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  herewith  transmit  to  you  report 
from  Edward  F.  McLaughlin,  Fire  Commissioner, 
regarding  request  that  a  sum  sufficient  to  provide 
adequate  fire  apparatus  for  Ward  10  be  appro- 
priated. This  is  in  reply  to  your  order  of  Febru- 
ary 2,  1931. 

Respectfully., 

JosErH  McGrath, 

Acting  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Fire  Department,  February  12,  1931. 
Hon.  James  M.  Curley, 

Mayor  of  Boston. 

Dear  Sir, — I  return  herewith  the  following  order 
passed  by  the  City  Council  on  February  2,  1931: 

"Ordered,  That  the  Fire  Commissioner  be  re- 
quested, through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  include  in 
his  budget  for  1931  a  sum  sufficient  to  provide 
adequate  fire  apparatus  for  Ward  10." 

For  fire  fighting  purposes  the  city  is  divided  into 
fifteen  districts  and  not  by  ward  lines.  It  is  not 
possible  to  distribute  fire  apparatus  by  ward  lines, 
as  these  lines  are  changed  from  time  to  time.  The 
district  lines  established  by  the  Fire  Department 
are  seldom  if  ever  changed. 

A  study  has  been  made,  however,  of  the  fire 
protection  which  is  provided  for  that  part  of  the 
city  known  as  Ward  10. 

This  ward  is  protected  on  the  north  Bide  by 
Engine  37  and  Ladder  26,  located  at  Longwood  and 
Brookline  avenues.  On  the  northeast  it  is  pro- 
tected by  Ladder  12  on  Tremont  street,  near 
Roxbury  Crossing;  on  the  west  side  by  Engine  13, 
Cabot  street,  and  Engine  14  on  Centre  street;  on 
the  southeast  side  by  Engine  42  and  Ladder  30, 
Egleston  square,  and  on  the  south  side  by  Engine 
28  and  Ladder  10  on  Centre  street,  near  Green 
street. 

From  the  distribution  of  the  foregoing  apparatus 
it  can  be  readily  seen  that  any  part  of  Ward  10  can 
be  reached  by  two  or  three  companies  in  three  to 
five  minutes. 

In  the  opinion  of  the  chief  officers  of  this  depart- 
ment the  present  distribution  of  fire  apparatus  is 
adequate  for  this  section. 

Yours  very  truly, 
Edward  F.    McLaughlin, 

Fire  Commissioner. 

Placed  on  file. 


LADDER  COMPANY,  FOREST  HILLS. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  February  16,  1931. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  herewith  transmit  to  you  report 
from  Edward  F.  McLaughlin,  Fire  Commissioner, 
regarding  your  request  to  install  a  ladder  company 
in  the  fire  house  on  Walk  Hill  street,  Forest  Hills. 
This  is  in  reply  to  your  order  of  January  26,  1931. 
Respectfully, 

Joseph  McGrath, 

Acting  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Fire  Department,  February  12,  1931. 
Hon.  James  M.  Curley, 

Mayor  of  Boston. 

Dear  Sir, — I  return  herewith  the  following  order 
passed  by  the  City  Council  on  January  26,  1931: 

"Ordered,  That  the  Fire  Commissioner  be  re- 
quested, through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  install 
a  ladder  company  in  the  fire  house  on  Walk  Hill 
street,  Forest  Hills." 

I  have  made  a  study  of  the  situation  in  regard 
to  the  fire  protection  in  the  section  adjacent  to 
the  fire  station  at  Walk  Hill  street,  Forest  Hills. 

Fire  alarm  Box  2521  is  located  at  the  corner  of 
Hyde  Park  avenue  and  Walk  Hill  street.  The 
first  alarm  assignment  for  the  box  calls  for  the 
following  response:  Engine  53,  Walk  Hill  street; 
Engine  28,  Centre  street;  Engine  45,  Poplar  and 
Washington  streets;  Ladder  10,  Centre  street, 
and  Ladder  16,  Poplar  and  Washington  streets. 

The  two  ladder  trucks  assigned  to  this  box  can 
reach  it  in  from  three  to  four  minutes.  To  estab- 
lish a  ladder  company  in  this  house  would  require 
the  appointment  of  two  officers  and  twelve  men, 
an  expense  of  $30,000  per  year  in  addition  to  the 
purchase  of  a  new  truck  and  the  cost  of  maintain- 
ing it. 

In  the  opinion  of  the  chief  officers  of  this  depart- 
ment the  ladder  protection  in  this  district  is  ample 
at  the  present  time. 

Yours  very  truly, 

Edward  F.  McLaughlin, 

Fire  Commissioner. 

Placed  on  file. 


CONFERENCE    IN    RE    UNEMPLOYMENT. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  February  16,  1931. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  herewith  transmit  to  you  report 
from  Corporation  Counsel  Samuel  Silverman,  re- 
garding request  that  a  conference  be  called  between 
the  Overseers  of  Public  Welfare,  the  Public  Works 
Commissioner,  the  Park  Commissioner  and  the 
Municipal  Employment  Bureau  as  may  permit 
the  employment  of  needy  and  destitute  unemployed 
citizens  of  Boston  by  the  city  and  that  payment 
for  such  workers  be  made  out  of  funds  in  the  bud- 
get of  the  Overseers  of  Public  Welfare.  This  is 
in  reply  to  your  order  of  December  15,  1930. 
Respectfully, 

Joseph  McGrath, 

Acting  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Law  Department,  February  6,  1931. 
Hon.  James  M.  Curley, 

Mayor  of  Boston. 

Dear  Sir, — I  am  replying  to  your  communication 
of  December  19,  1930,  in  which  you  ask  to  be 
advised  as  to  the  legality  of  an  order  passed  by 
the  City  Council  on  December  15,  1930,  which  is 
as  follows: 

"Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  re- 
quested to  call  such  conference  between  the 
Overseers  of  Public  Welfare,  the  Public  Works 
Commissioner,  the  Park  Commissioner  and  the 
Municipal  Employment  Bureau  as  may  permit  the 
employment  of  needy  and  destitute  unemployed 
citizens  of  Boston  by  the  city  and  that  payment 
for  such  workers  be  made  out  of  funds  in  the 
budget  of  the  Overseers  of  Public  Welfare." 

The  duties  of  the  Department  of  Public  Welfare 
are  contained  in  sections  1  and  2  of  chapter  117 
of  the  General  Laws  as  follows: 

"Section  1.  Every  town  shall  relieve  and 
support  all  poor  and  indigent  persons  lawfully 
settled  therein  whenever  they  stand  in  need  thereof. 

"Section  2.  The  overseers  of  public  welfare, 
hereafter   in    this    chapter    called    the    overseers, 
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shall  have  the  care  and  oversight  of  all  such 
poor  and  indigent  persons  so  long  as  they  remain 
at  the  charge  of  their  respective  towns,  and  shall 
see  that  they  are  suitably  relieved,  supported 
and  employed,  either  in  the  workhouse  or  alms- 
house, or  in  such  other  manner  as  the  town  directs, 
or  otherwise  at  the  discretion  of  the  overseers. 
They  may  remove  to  the  almshouse  children 
suffering  destitution  from  extreme  neglect  of 
dissolute  or  intemperate  parents  or  guardians, 
except  as  otherwise  provided." 

You  will  observe  that  this  provision  of  law 
applies  to  all  persons  who  have  a  legal  settlement 
within  the  city,  whether  they  be  citizens  or  not, 
and  who  are  a  charge  upon  the  municipality,  and, 
therefore,  if  it  is  desirable  to  put  into  effect  the 
thought  contained  in  this  order,  that  is,  to  make 
it  possible  for  the  city  to  receive  some  return  for 
the  aid  that  is  being  extended,  it  may  well  apply 
to  every  person  who  has  a  settlement  withi  n  the 
city. 

You  will  further  note  that  under  the  provisions 
of  section  2  of  chapter  117  of  the  General  Laws  the 
Overseers  of  Public  Welfare  "shall  see  that  they 
are  suitably  relieved,  supported  and  employed, 
either  in  the  workhouse  or  almshouse,  or  in  such 
other  manner  as  the  town  directs,  or  otherwise  at 
the  discretion  of  the  overseers." 

These  words  cannot  be  construed  to  mean  other 
than  that  the  overseers  may,  within  their  discretion, 
in  return  for  the  aid  that  is  extended,  require  the 
recipient  to  perform  some  work  or  labor. 

In  view  of  the  fact  that  this  work  or  labor  to  be 
performed  for  the  benefit  of  the  Public  Works  and 
Park  Departments  does  not  constitute  said  person 
an  employee  of  the  city,  and  that  he  is  not  receiv- 
ing compensation  for  said  labor,  he  would  not  come 
under  the  provisions  of  the  Civil  Service  Laws. 

I  have  given  consideration  to  the  provisions  of 
chapter  152  of  the  General  Laws  (Workmen's 
Compensation  Act)  as  to  whether  or  not  such  a 
person  would  be  entitled  to  receive  compensation 
as  a  result  of  injuries  sustained  by  him  while  so 
employed. 

If  such  a  person  is  entitled  to  compensation  it 
would  be  by  reason  of  section  18  of  chapter  152 
of  the  General  Laws  which  is  as  follows: 

"If  an  insured  person  enters  into  a  contract, 
written  or  oral,  with  an  independent  contractor 
to  do  such  person's  work,  or  if  such  a  contractor 
enters  into  a  contract  with  a  subcontractor  to 
do  all  or  any  part  of  the  work  comprised  in  such 
contract  with  the  insured,  and  the  insurer  would, 
if  such  work  were  executed  by  employees  immedi- 
ately employed  by  the  insured,  be  liable  to  pay 
compensation  under  this  chapter  to  those  em- 
ployees, the  insurer  shall  pay  to  such  employees 
any  compensation  which  would  be  payable  to 
them  under  this  chapter  if  the  independent  or 
subcontractors  were  insured  persons.  The  in- 
surer, however,  shall  be  entitled  to  recover  in- 
demnity from  any  other  person  who  would  have 
been  liable  to  such  employees  independently  of 
this  section;  and  if  the  insurer  has  paid  compen- 
sation under  this  section,  it  may  enforce,  in  the 
name  of  the  employee  or  in  its  own  name  and  for 
its  benefit,  the  liability  of  such  other  person. 
This  section  shall  not  apply  to  any  contract  of 
an  independent  or  subcontractor  which  is  merely 
ancillary  and  incidental  to,  and  is  no  part  of  or 
process  in,  the  trade  or  business  carried  on  by  the 
insured,  nor  to  any  case  where  the  injury  occurred 
elsewhere  than  on,  in  or  about  the  premises  on 
which  the  contractor  has  undertaken  to  execute 
the  work  for  the  insured  or  which  are  under  the 
control  or  management  of  the  insured." 

A  review  of  the  cases  dealing  with  this  question 
discloses  the  fact  that  one  who  is  the  general 
servant  of  another  may  be  lent  or  hired  by  his 
master  to  another  for  some  special  service,  so  as 
to  become  as  to  that  service  the  servant  of  such 
third  party.  Coughlin  i>.  Cambridge,  166  Mass. 
268,  at  page  277. 

Such  person  not  being  the  servant  or  employee 
of  the  Department  of  Public  Welfare,  but  merely 
performing  a  gratuitous  service  because  of  the 
authority  vested  by  statute  in  the  Overseers  of 
Public  Welfare  is,  therefore,  not  a  general  servant. 
He  receives  no  compensation  for  the  work  per- 
formed, but  does  receive  aid  under  the  statute, 
and  is  only  entitled  to  aid  if  he  obeys  the  order  of 
the  Overseers  of  Public  Welfare.  His  compliance 
with  the  order  of  the  Overseers  of  Public  Welfare 
is  a  condition  precedent  to  his  right  to  aid. 

Further  sections  34  and  35  of  said  chapter  152 
of  the  General  Laws  provides  in  part: 


"While  the  incapacity  for  work  resulting  from 
the  injury  is  total,  the  insurer  shall  pay  the  in- 
jured employee  a  weekly  compensation  equal  to 
two-third  of  his  average  weekly  wages,     .     .     . 

"While  the  capacity  for  work  resulting  from 
the  injury  is  partial,  the  insurer  shall  pay  the  in- 
jured employee  a  weekly  compensation  equal  to 
two-thirds  of  the  difference  between  his  average 
weekly  wages  before  the  injury  and  the  average 
weekly  wages  which  he  is  able  to  earn  there- 
after    .     .     ." 

As  such  person  is  not  receiving  a  weekly  wage 
for  the  work  which  he  is  performing  under  the 
direction  of  the  Department  of  Public  Welfare, 
the  Workmen's  Compensation  Act  would  not 
apply  to  him.     (Sensk's  case,  247  Mass.  232.) 

You  will  observe  that  I  have  approached  this 
question  with  the  understanding  that  the  purpose 
of  the  order  is  to  require,  for  the  city,  some  return 
for  the  aid  extended  and  perhaps  to  discourage 
the  undeserving.  If,  however,  I  am  to  under- 
stand this  order  to  mean  that  the  Public  Works 
Department  and  Park  Department  are  to  give 
employment  to  such  persons  as  are  referred  to 
them  by  the  Overseers  of  Public  Welfare  or  the 
Municipal  Employment  Bureau,  and  the  com- 
pensation for  such  employment  is  to  be  paid  out 
of  the  funds  of  the  Public  Welfare  Department, 
I  must  advise  that  this  order  cannot  be  made 
effective;  first, —  because  of  the  Civil  Service  pro- 
visions (chapter  31  of  the  General  Laws);  and 
second, —  because  the  Department  of  Public  Wel- 
fare cannot  use  their  funds  for  such  purposes. 
(Chapter  117  of  the  General  Laws.) 

I  have  given  no  consideration  to  the  advisability 
of  putting  this  order  into  effect.  If,  however,  it 
is  considered  advisable  for  the  Public  Welfare 
Department  to  require  recipients  of  public  aid  to 
perform  some  work  for  the  Public  Works  and  Park 
Departments,  I  can  see  no  legal  objection  thereto, 
provided  such  recipients  do  not  acquire  the  status 
of  employees  of  said  departments. 
Very  truly  yours, 

Samuel  Silverman, 
Corporation  Counsel. 

Placed  on  file. 


BRANCH  LIBRARY,  WARD  14. 

The  following  was  received; 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  February  16,  1931. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  herewith  transmit  to  you  report 
from  Charles  F.  Belden,  Director  of  the  Boston 
Public  Library,  regarding  the  establishment  of  a 
branch  library  in  the  Franklin  Park  section  of 
Ward  14.  This  is  in  reply  to  your  order  of  Feb- 
ruary 2,  1931. 

Respectfully, 

Joseph  McGrath, 
Acting  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Library  Department,  February  7,  1931. 
Hon.  James  M.  Curley, 

Mayor  of  Boston. 
Sir, — Mr.  Buxton  has  asked  me  to  reply  to  your 
note  of  February  3  referring  to  the  order  of  the 
City  Council,  introduced  by  Councilor  Ruby,  and 
passed  January  26,  1931,  in  regard  to  the  establish- 
ment of  a  branch  library  in  the  Franklin  Park  sec- 
tion of  Ward  14. 

I  have  been  directed  to  inform  you  that  the 
trustees  have  adopted  the  general  policy  in  rela- 
tion to  existing  and  proposed  branches  as  follows: 
That  they  should  not  extend  the  existing  plant  of 
the  library,  including  its  branches,  until  the  same 
are  put  in  a  satisfactory  condition,  or,  to  be  more 
specific,  it  is  not  likely  that  the  establishment  of 
any  new  branches  will  be  undertaken  during  the 
year  1931. 

Respectfully  yours, 

Charles  Belden, 

Director. 
Placed  on  file. 

AUTOMATIC  TRAFFIC  LIGHTS,  WARD  14. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  February  16,  1931. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  herewith  transmit  to  you  report 
from  Joseph  A.  Conry,  Traffic  Commissioner,  re- 
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garding  request  that  his  Honor  the  Mayor  install 
automatic  traffic  signals  at  Blue  Hill  avenue  and 
Seaver  street,  Blue  Hill  avenue  and  Columbia  road 
and  Blue  Hill  avenue  and  Morton  street,  all  in 
Ward  14.  This  is  in  reply  to  your  order  of  Febru- 
ary 2,  1931. 

Respectfully, 

Joseph  McGbath, 

Acting  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Traffic  Commission,  February  9,  1931. 
Hon.  James  M.  Curley, 

Mayor  of  Boston. 
Dear  Sir, — I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  re- 
ceipt of  the  order  of  the  City  Council  dated  Febru- 
ary 2,  as  follows: 

Ordered,  That  the  Boston  Traffic  Commission  be 
requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  install 
automatic  traffic  signals  at  Blue  Hill  avenue  and 
Seaver  street,  Blue  Hill  avenue  and  Columbia  road 
and  Blue  Hill  avenue  and  Morton  street,  all  in 
Ward  14. 

May  I  respectfully  report  that  the  three  inter- 
sections above  denned  are  on  the  program  of  the 
Traffic  Commission  for  installations  during  the 
coming  spring. 

Yours  very  truly, 

Joseph  A.  Conhv, 

Commissioner. 
Placed  on  file. 


PETITIONS   REFERRED. 

The  following  petitions  were  received  and 
referred  to  the  committees  named,  viz.: 

Claims. 

J.  J.  Casey  &  Son,  Inc.,  for  compensation  for 
damage  to  truck  by  city  truck. 

John  M.  Flynn,  for  compensation  for  loss  of 
clothing  at  Deer  Island. 

J.  B.  Hardon,  for  compensation  for  damage  to 
car  by  city  truck. 

Patrick  McDermott,  to  be  reimbursed  for 
excessive  sidewalk  assessment  at  74  Williams 
street,  Jamaica  Plain. 

Laura  MacKinnon,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  an  alleged  defect  at  453  Washington 
street. 

James  Mulone,  for  compensation  for  damage  to 
car  by  city  truck. 

Harry  Ober,  for  compensation  for  damage  to 
car  by  city  car. 

Robert  Riedel,  for  compensation  for  damage  to 
property  at  3  Centervale  park,  caused  by  backing 
up  of  sewage. 

Bessie  Rosenberg,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  an  alleged  defect  in  Shawmut  Avenue 
Bridge. 

Walter  F.  Taggart,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  an  alleged  defect  in  Shawmut  avenue- 

L.  L.  Whitehead,  for  compensation  for  loss  of 
clothing  at  Deer  Island. 

John  E.  Martell,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  car  caused  by  an  alleged  defect  in  South  Hunt- 
ington avenue. 

Samuel  McLaughlin,  for  compensation  for 
damage  to  property  caused  by  ladder  truck. 

United  States  Post  Office,  for  compensation  for 
damage  to  mail  truck  caused  by  fire  truck. 


INTEREST   IN   CONTRACT. 

Notice  was  received  from  Thomas  L.  Flynn  of 
Building  Department  of  contract  he  had  made 
with  Board  of  Appeal  to  zone  the  Bromley  Atlases 
of  the  City  of  Boston  and  to  prepare  plans  for 
said  Board. 

Placed  on  file. 


EXTENSION    OF    TIME    FOR    ELEVATED 
LOCATION. 

Notice  was  received  from  the  Board  of  Street 
Commissioners  that  time  for  completion  of  work 
of  laying  single  track  curves  in  P  street,  South 
Boston,  being  69th  location  granted  Boston 
Elevated  Railway  Company  under  order  of 
Board  of  October  23,  1928,  is  further  extended  to 
November  7,  1931. 

Placed  on  file. 


REPORT  OF   COMMITTEE  ON 
ORDINANCES. 

Coun.  HEIN,  for  the  Committee  on  Ordinances, 
submitted  the  following: 

1.  Report  on  ordinance  (referred  February  9) 
amending  chapter  1  of  Ordinances  of  1929  con- 
cerning professional  outdoor  sports  on  the  Lord's 
Day  by  striking  out  words  "ending  on  November 
15  in  each  year"  and  inserting  in  place  the  words 
"of  one  year  beginning  March  1" — that  same 
ought  to  pass. 

Report  accepted;  said  ordinance  passed. 

2.  Report  on  message  of  Mayor  and  ordinance 
(referred  February  2)  amending  chapter  16  of 
Revised  Ordinances  of  1925  as  affected  by  chapter 
3  of  Ordinances  of  1926  and  chapter  1  of  Ordinances 
of  1927,  by  striking  out  first  sentence  in  section  2 
and  inserting  in  place  the  following: 

"  The  health  commission  shall  establish  the  fol- 
lowing divisions  of  the  health  department:  medical 
division,  child  hygiene  division,  sanitary  division, 
food  inspection  division,  laboratory  division,  vital 
statistics  division,  communicable  diseases  division, 
and  tuberculosis  division"- — 
that  same  ought  to  pass. 

Report  accepted;  said  ordinance  passed. 

3.  Report  on  message  of  Mayor  and  ordinance 
(referred  January  19)  changing  term  of  office  of 
Transit  Commissioners  from  one  to  three  years — 
that  same  ought  to  pass. 

Report  accepted;  said  ordinance  passed. 


CONFIRMATION  OF  EXECUTIVE 
APPOINTMENTS. 

President  McGRATH  called  up,  under  un- 
finished business,  Nos.  1  and  2  on  the  calendar, 
viz.: 

1.  Action  on  appointment  submitted  bv  the 
Mayor  February  9,  1931,  of  Alexander  B.  Ober, 
to  be  a  Weigher  of  Coal. 

2.  Action  on  appointments  submitted  by  the 
Mayor  February  2,  1931,  of  Joseph  B.  Steinberg, 
LawTence  J.  Hartigan  and  John  E.  Trull,  to  be 
Weighers  of  Coal. 

The  question  came  on  confirmation.  Com- 
mittee, Coun.  Donovan  and  Gallagher.  Whole 
number  of  ballots  16,  yeas  16,  and  the  appoint- 
ments were  confirmed. 


LOAN   ORDERS  PASSED. 

President  McGRATH  called  up,  under  un- 
finished business,  Nos.  7  to  28,  inclusive,  on  the 
calendar,  viz.: 

7.  Ordered,  That  under  the  provisions  of 
chapter  426  of  the  Acts  of  1897,  as  amended  by 
chapter  204  of  the  Acts  of  1908  and  chapter  178 
of  the  Acts  of  1930,  the  sum  of  51,000,000  be,  and 
hereby  is,  appropriated  to  be  expended  under 
the  direction  of  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Works 
for  sewerage  works,  and  that  to  meet  said  appro- 
priation the  City  Treasurer  be  authorized  to 
issue,  from  time  to  time,  upon  request  of  the 
Mayor,  bonds  or  certificates  of  indebtedness  of 
the  city  to  said  amount. 

8.  Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  S200.000  be,  and 
the  same  hereby  is,  appropriated  to  be  expended 
under  the  direction  of  the  Library  Trustees  for 
Branch  Libraries,  Establishment  of,  and  that  to 
meet  said  appropriation  the  City  Treasurer  be 
authorized  to  issue,  from  time  to  time,  upon 
request  of  the  Mayor,  bonds  or  certificates  of 
indebtedness  of  the  city  to  said  amount. 

9.  Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  $200,000  be,  and 
the  same  hereby  is,  appropriated  to  be  expended 
under  the  direction  of  the  Institutions  Commis- 
sioner for  Recreation  Building,  Long  Island 
Hospital,  Establishment  of,  and  that  to  meet  said 
appropriation  the  City  Treasurer  be  authorized 
to  issue,  from  time  to  time,  upon  request  of  the 
Mayor,  bonds  or  certificates  of  indebtedness  of 
the  city  to  said  amount. 

10.  Ordered,  That  under  the  authority  of 
chapter  237  of  the  Acts  of  1928  the  sum  of  S43.000 
be,  and  the  same  hereby  is,  appropriated  to  be 
expended  by  the  Trustees  of  the  Boston  City 
Hospital  for  Electrical  Distribution  Center, 
Establishment  of,  and  that  to  meet  said  appro- 
priation the  City  Treasurer  be  authorized  to  issue, 
from  time  to  time,  on  request  of  the  Mayor,  bonds 
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or  certificates  of  indebtedness  of  the  City  of  Boston 
to  said  amount,  the  same  to  be  issued  outside  the 
limit  of  indebtedness. 

11.  Ordered,  That  under  the  authority  of 
chapter  237  of  the  Acts  of  1928  the  sum  of  $43,000 
be,  and  the  same  hereby  is,  appropriated  to  be 
expended  by  the  Trustees  of  the  Boston  City 
Hospital  for  Electrical  Distribution  '  Center, 
Establishment  of,  and  that  to  meet  said  appro- 
priation the  City  Treasurer  be  authorized  to  issue, 
from  time  to  time,  on  request  of  the  Mayor, 
bonds  or  certificates  of  indebtedness  of  the  City  of 
Boston  to  said  amount. 

12.  Ordered,  That  under  the  authority  of 
chapter  237  of  the  Acts  of  1928  the  sum  of  $37,000 
be,  and  the  same  hereby  is,  appropriated  to  be 
expended  by  the  Trustees  of  the  Boston  City 
Hospital  for  Children's  Pavilion,  and  that  to  meet 
said  appropriation  the  City  Treasurer  be  author- 
ized to  issue,  from  time  to  time,  on  request  of  the 
Mayor,  bonds  or  certificates  of  indebtedness  of  the 
City  of  Boston  to  said  amount,  the  same  to  be 
l  ssued  outside  the  limit  of  indebtedness. 

13.  Ordered,  That  under  the  authority  of 
chapter  237  of  the  Acts  of  1928  the  sum  of  $37,000 
be,  and  the  same  hereby  is,  appropriated  to  be 
expended  by  the  Trustees  of  the  Boston  City 
Hospital  for  Children's  Pavilion,  and  that  to  meet 
said  appropriation  the  City  Treasurer  be  authorized 
to  issue,  from  time  to  time,  on  request  of  the  Mayor, 
bonds  or  certificates  of  indebtedness  of  the  City  of 
Boston  to  said  amount. 

14.  Ordered,  That  under  the  authority  of 
chapter  237  of  the  Acts  of  1928  the  sum  of  $42,000 
be,  and  the  same  hereby  is,  appropriated  to  be 
expended  by  the  Trustees  of  the  Boston  City 
Hospital  for  Burnham  Memorial  Building,  Re- 
modeling, etc.,  and  that  to  meet  said  appropriation 
the  City  Treasurer  be  authorized  to  issue,  from  time 
to  time,  on  request  of  the  Mayor,  bonds  or  certifi- 
cates of  indebtedness  of  the  City  of  Boston  to  said 
amount,  the  same  to  be  issued  outside  the  limit 
of  indebtedness. 

15.  Ordered,  That  under  the  authority  of 
chapter  237  of  the  Acts  of  1928  the  sum  of  $42,000 
be,  and  the  same  hereby  is,  appropriated  to  be 
expended  by  the  Trustees  of  the  Boston  City 
Hospital  for  Burnham  Memorial  Building,  Re- 
modeling, etc.,  and  that  to  meet  said  appropriation 
the  City  Treasurer  be  authorized  to  issue,  from 
time  to  time,  on  request  of  the  Mayor,  bonds  or 
certificates  of  indebtedness  of  the  City  of  Boston  to 
said  amount. 

16.  Ordered,  That  under  the  authority  of 
chapter  237  of  the  Acts  of  1928  the  sum  of  $148,000 
be,  and  the  same  hereby  is,  appropriated  to  be 
expended  by  the  Trustees  of  the  Boston  City 
Hospital  for  Kitchen  Building,  etc.,  and  that  to 
meet  said  appropriation  the  City  Treasurer  be 
authorized  to  issue,  from  time  to  time,  on  request 
of  the  Mayor,  bonds  or  certificates  of  indebtedness 
of  the  City  of  Boston  to  said  amount. 

17.  Ordered,  That  under  the  authority  of 
chapter  237  of  the  Acts  of  1928  the  sum  of  $148,000 
be,  and  the  same  hereby  is,  appropriated  to  be 
expended  by  the  Trustees  of  the  Boston  City 
Hospital  for  Kitchen  Building,  etc.,  and  that  to 
meet  said  appropriation  the  City  Treasurer  be 
authorized  to  issue,  from  time  to  time,  on  request 
of  the  Mayor,  bonds  or  certificates  of  indebtedness 
of  the  City  of  Boston  to  said  amount,  the  same  to 
be  issued  outside  the  limit  of  indebtedness. 

18.  Ordered,  That  under  the  authority  of 
chapter  237  of  the  Acts  of  1928  the  sum  of  $6,000  be, 
and  the  same  hereby  is,  appropriated  to  be  ex- 
pended by  the  Trustees  of  the  Boston  City  Hospital 
for  Laundry  Building,  and  that  to  meet  said  appro- 
priation the  City  Treasurer  be  authorized  to  issue, 
from  time  to  time,  on  request  of  the  Mayor,  bonds 
or  certificates  of  indebtedness  of  the  City  of  Boston 
to  said  amount. 

19.  Ordered,  That  under  the  authority  of 
chapter  237  of  the  Acts  of  1928  the  sum  of  $6,000  be, 
and  the  same  hereby  is,  appropriated  to  be  ex- 
pended by  the  Trustees  of  the  Boston  City  Hospital 
for  Laundry  Building,  and  that  to  meet  said  appro- 
priation the  City  Treasurer  be  authorized  to  issue, 
from  time  to  time,  on  request  of  the  Mayor,  bonds 
or  certificates  of  indebtedness  of  the  City  of  Boston 
to  said  amount,  the  same  to  be  issued  outside  the 
limit  of  indebtedness. 

20.  Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  $46,000  be,  and 
the  same  hereby  is,  appropriated  to  be  expended  by 
the  Trustees  of  the  Boston  City  Hospital  for 
Kitchen  Building,  Equipment,  etc.,  and  that  to 


meet  said  appropriation  the  City  Treasurer  be 
authorized  to  issue,  from  time  to  time,  on  request 
of  the  Mayor,  bonds  or  certificates  of  indebtedness 
of  the  City  of  Boston  to  said  amount. 

21.  Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  $125,000  be,  and 
the  same  hereby  is,  appropriated  to  be  expended  by 
the  Trustees  of  the  Boston  City  Hospital  for 
Laundry  Building,  Equipment,  etc.,  and  that  to 
to  meet  said  appropriation  the  City  Treasurer  be 
authorized  to  issue,  from  time  to  time,  on  request 
of  the  Mayor,  bonds  or  certificates  of  indebtedness 
of  the  City  of  Boston  to  said  amount. 

22.  Ordered,  That  under  the  authority  of 
chapter  237  of  the  Acts  of  1928  the  sum  of  $15,000 
be,  and  the  same  hereby  is,  appropriated  to  be 
expended  by  the  Trustees  of  the  Boston  City 
Hospital  for  New  Ambulance  Station,  and  that 
to  meet  said  appropriation  the  City  Treasurer  be 
authorized  to  issue,  from  time  to  time,  on  request 
of  the  Mayor,  bonds  or  certificates  of  indebtedness 
of  the  City  of  Boston  to  said  amount,  the  same 
to  be  issued  outside  the  limit  of  indebtedness. 

23.  Ordered,  That  under  the  authority  of 
chapter  237  of  the  Acts  of  1928,  the  sum  of  $15,000 
be,  and  the  same  hereby  is,  appropriated  to  be 
expended  by  the  Trustees  of  the  Boston  City 
Hospital  for  New  Ambulance  Station,  and  that 
to  meet  said  appropriation  the  City  Treasurer  be 
authorized  to  issue,  from  time  to  time,  on  request 
of  the  Mayor,  bonds  or  certificates  of  indebtedness 
of  the  City  of  Boston  to  said  amount. 

24.  Ordered,  That  under  the  authority  of 
chapter  237  of  the  Acts  of  1928  the  sum  of  $30,000 
be,  and  the  same  hereby  is,  appropriated  to  be 
expended  by  the  Trustees  of  the  Boston  City 
Hospital  for  Old  Laundry  Building,  Remodeling, 
etc.,  and  that  to  meet  said  appropriation  the  City 
Treasurer  be  authorized  to  issue,  from  time  to 
time,  on  request  of  the  Mayor,  bonds  or  certificates 
of  indebtedness  of  the  City  of  Boston  to  said 
amount,  the  same  to  be  issued  outside  the  limit  of 
indebtedness. 

25.  Ordered,  That  under  the  authority  of 
chapter  237  of  the  Acts  of  1928  the  sum  of  $30,000 
be,  and  the  same  hereby  is,  appropriated  to  be 
expended  by  the  Trustees  of  the  Boston  City 
Hospital  for  Old  Laundry  Building,  Remodeling, 
etc.,  and  that  to  meet  said  appropriation  the  City 
Treasurer  be  authorized  to  issue,  from  time  to 
time,  on  request  of  the  Mayor,  bonds  or  certificates 
of  indebtedness  of  the  City  of  Boston  to  said 
amount. 

On  February  2,  1931,  the  foregoing  orders  were 
read  once  and  passed,  yeas  20,  nays  0. 

26.  Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  thirty  thousand 
dollars  be,  and  the  same  hereby  is,  appropriated 
to  be  expended  under  the  direction  of  the  Park 
Commission  for  the  establishment  of  a  children's 
playground  in  the  vicinity  of  Kimball  and  Green- 
wich streets,  Ward  15,  and  that  to  meet  said 
appropriation  the  City  Treasurer  be  authorized 
to  issue,  from  time  to  time,  upon  the  request  of 
the  Mayor,  bonds  or  certificates  of  indebtedness  of 
the  city  to  said  amount. 

27.  Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  forty  thousand 
dollars  be,  and  the  same  hereby  is,  appropriated 
to  be  expended  under  the  direction  of  the  Park 
Commission  for  the  erection  of  concrete  bleachers 
on  Ronan  Park,  Ward  15,  and  that  to  meet  such 
expense  the  City  Treasurer  be  authorized  to 
issue,  from  time  to  time,  at  the  request  of  the 
Mayor,  bonds  or  certificates  of  indebtedness  of 
the  city  to  said  amount. 

On  February  2,  1931,  the  foregoing  orders  were 
read  once  and  passed,  yeas  19,  nays  1. 

28.  Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be, 
and  lie  hereby  is,  authorized  to  sell  at  public 
auction  at  an  upset  price  of  one  thousand  dollars 
($1,000),  in  the  name  and  behalf  of  the  City  of 
Boston  as  it  is  trustee  under  the  will  of  George  F. 
i'arkman,  all  its  right,  title  and  interest  in  and  to 
a  certain  parcel  of  land  containing  1,600  square 
feet,  more  or  less,  located  in  the  rear  of  80  West 
Cedar  street,  Boston,  Mass.,  on  the  northeasterly 
side  of  Putnam  avenue  so  called;  and  his  Honor  the 
Mayor  is  further  authorized,  upon  the  payment 
of  the  purchase  price,  to  execute  and  deliver  to 
the  purchaser  thereof  a  written  instrument  con- 
veying to  the  said  purchaser  the  right,  title  and 
interest  of  the  said  City  of  Boston,  trustee  as 
aforesaid,  in  the  said  premises. 

On  February  2,  1931,  the  foregoing  order  was 
read  once  and  passed,  yeas  19,  nays  1. 

The  orders  were  given  their  second  and  final 
reading  and  passage,  yeas  18,  nays  0. 
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CITY  COUNCIL. 


WARD  14  IMPROVEMENTS. 

Coun.  RUBY  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor, 
to  repave  Bernard  street,  Ward  14,  with  smooth 
paving. 

Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor, 
to  repave  Wellingington  Hill  street,  Ward  14, 
with  smooth  paving. 

Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor, 
to  repave  with  smooth  paving  Wales  street,  Ward 
14. 

Severally  passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


DESIGNATION  OF  TAXICAB  STANDS. 

Coun.  DOWD  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Legislative  Committee  of  the 
Boston  City  Council  be,  and  the  same  hereby  is, 
authorized  to  prepare  and  file  legislation  compelling 
the  Police  Commissioner  of  the  City  of  Boston  to 
designate  all  taxicab  stands  on  public  thorough- 
fares as  public  stands. 

Coun.  DOWD — Mr.  President,  I  am  asking  our 
Legislative  Committee  to  prepare  legislation  to  be 
filed  with  the  General  Court  requesting  the  Police 
Commissioner  to  designate  all  taxicab  stands  on  pub- 
lic streets  as  public  stands.  Last  year  legislation  was 
passed  which  was  supposed  to  be  for  the  benefit  of 
all  taxicab  companies  and  public  and  private  indi- 
viduals in  the  business,  but  we  found,  once  the 
legislation  was  passed,  that  it  was  in  the  interest 
of  the  two  large  companies  doing  business  in  the 
City  of  Boston.  The  taxicab  situation  at  the 
present  time  is  in  a  terrible  muddle  in  this  city. 
The  Police  Commissioner  is  trying  hard  to  define 
semipublic  buildings  and  public  buildings,  and  he 
seems  to  want  to  pass  the  buck  to  the  Traffic  Com- 
missioner, Mr.  Conry.  I  say  that  the  large  taxi- 
cab  companies  in  Boston  should  not  be  given  any 
preference  over  the  individual  man  who  drives  a 
car.  Of  course  we  know  there  is  legislation  which 
forbids  hotels  or  public  buildings  from  collecting 
revenue  from  companies  for  this  purpose,  but  we 
also  know  that  such  places  as  Young's  Hotel,  the 
Hotel  Bradford,  the  Touraine,  and  the  North  and 
South  Stations  are  receiving  money  for  cabs  out- 
side their  doors.  I  say  to  you,  members  of  this 
body,  that  the  individual  cab  owners  should  be 
given  some  consideration  in  the  location  of  stands. 
The  situation  should  be  the  same  here  as  in  New 
York,  where  the  individual  driver  is  given  a  chance 
at  the  public  stands.  At  the  present  time  in  this 
city  those  stands  have  been  taken  away  and  the 
only  one  benefiting  by  the  law  just  passed  are 
some  of  the  large  concerns  doing  business  here. 
I  feel  that  the  stands  on  public  streets  should  be 
classed  as  public  stands. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


LOCKER  BUILDING,  CHARLESTOWN 
HEIGHTS. 

Coun.  GREEN,  for  Coun.  Bush,  for  the  Com- 
mittee on  Finance,  submitted  report  on  order 
(referred  February  9)  that  $25,000  be  appro- 
priated to  be  expended  under  direction  of  Park 
Commission  for  erection  of  locker  building  on 
Charlestown  Heights — that  same  ought  to  pass. 

Report  accepted;  order  passed,  yeas  18,  nays  0. 


PAYMENT    TO    SOLDIERS   AND    SAILORS. 

Coun.  LYNCH,  for  the  Committee  on  Soldiers' 
Relief,  submitted  report  recommending  passage  of 
order  for  payment  of  aid  to  soldiers  and  sailors  and 
their  families  for  the  month  of  February,  1931. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


PROPOSED  PAYMENT  TO  PARENTS  OF 
THERESA  BRODERICK. 

Coun.  ENGLERT  offered  the  following: 
Resolved,  That  the  Boston  City  Council  favors 
the  enactment  of  legislation  authorizing  the  City 
of  Boston  to  pay  a  sum  of  money  to  the  parents  of 


Theresa   Broderick,   a   minor,   for   permanent  in- 
juries sustained  by  reason  of  a  defective  stairway 
in  the  Francis  Parkman  School  in  said  city. 
Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


'    CONSTABLES'    BONDS. 

Notice  was  received  from  the  City  Treasurer  of 
approval  of  surety  on  constables'  bonds  of  Morris 
M.  Bloomfield  and  Joseph  Herman. 

Approved  by  the  Council. 


AUTOMATIC  TRAFFIC  SIGNAL,  WARD  15. 

Coun.  KELLY  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Traffic  Commissioner  be  re- 
quested, through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  install 
an  automatic  traffic  signal  at  the  corner  of  Quincy 
street  and  Columbia  road.  Ward  15. 
Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


WARD    IS    IMPROVEMENTS. 
Coun.  KELLY  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,    That    the    Commissioner    of    Public 
Works,    be    requested,     through    his    Honor    the 
Mayor,   to  repave   with   smooth   pavement  Hecla 
street,  Ward  15. 

Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the 
Mayor,  to  repave  with  smooth  pavement  Lyon 
street,  Ward  15. 

Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the 
Mayor,  to  repave  with  smooth  pavement  Topliff 
street,  Ward  15. 

Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the 
Mayor,  to  repave  with  smooth  pavement  Olney 
street,  U'ard  15. 

Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the 
Mayor,  to  repave  with  smooth  pavement  Clarkson 
street.  Ward  15. 

Severally  passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


RESURFACING    OF   CREIG1ITON   STREET. 

Coun.  POWER  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,    That    the    Commissioner    of    Public 
Works    be    requested,    through    his    Honor    the 
Mayor,  to  resurface  Creighton  street,  from   Day 
to  Centre  streets,  Ward  10. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


RECESS. 

On  motion  of  Coun.  ENGLERT  the  Council 
voted,  at  2.33  p.  m.,  to  take  a  recess  subject  to 
the  call  of  the  Chair.  The  members  reassembled 
in  the  Council  Chamber  and  were  called  to  order 
by  President  McGRATH  at  2.49  p.  m. 


ADDITIONAL   POLICE   OFFICERS. 

Coun.  DOWD  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,    That    the    Police    Commissioner    be 
requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  ap- 
point two  hundred  additional  police  officers. 

Coun.  RUBY — Mr.  President,  I  would  like  to 
see  some  more  police  officers  put  to  work,  but  I 
have  believed  during  my  term  in  this  body  that 
the  Police  Department  as  a  whole  are  absolutely 
underpaid,  and  I  would  not  want  to  feel  that  I 
am,  in  voting  for  such  an  order,  possibly  post- 
poning any  future  raise  that  might  be  made  to 
patrolmen  and  officers  in  the  Police  Force  of 
Boston.  I  believe  the  department  we  have,  if 
properly  paid,  are  an  efficient  body  and  that  they 
can  take  care  of  the  needs  of  our  city.  Some 
years  ago,  when  the  former  Police  Commissioner 
was  here,  in  the  matter  of  the  appropriation  for 
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his  department,  we  asked  that  consideration  be 
given  to  the  matter  of  increasing  the  pay  of  the 
men.  At  that  time  he  asked  for  300  or  325  men 
in  the  Traffic  Division,  which  he  ultimately  re- 
ceived, on  the  promise  that  when  that  number  of 
men  was  appointed  a  proper  increase  would  be 
given  to  the  men  in  the  Police  Department.  Up 
to  date  no  increase  of  any  kind  has  been  given 
them  outside  of  the  increase  of  $100  which  is 
made,  up  to  the  point  where  the  maximum  pay 
is  given  to  patrolmen  after  six  years  of  service 
in  the  department.  In  view  of  that  situation,  I 
would  only  favor  a  request  of  this  sort  with  the 
understanding  that  the  commissioner  would  also 
have  in  view  a  proper  increase  for  the  men  in  the 
department. 

Coun.  DOWD — Mr.  President,  I  am  not  ques- 
tioning in  any  way  whatsoever  the  efficiency  of  the 
Boston  Police  Department.  I  feel  that  we  have  the 
finest  set  of  men  and  officers  in  the  country  in  that 
department.  But  I  feel  that  the  taxpayers  of  this 
city  are  entitled  to  some  consideration.  There  has 
been  more  crime  over  week  ends  recently  than  ever 
before  in  the  City  of  Boston.  I  don't  know  what 
it  all  means,  so  far  as  the  crime  wave  is  concerned. 
I  don't  know  that  the  men  of  the  department  are 
satisfied  with  the  present  commissioner  running  the 
department  as  he  sees  fit,  regardless  of  the  men. 
I  believe  myself  that  it  was  a  mistake  to  take  a 
man  who  was  a  civil  engineer  and  place  him  at  the 
head  of  the  Boston  Police  Department,  when  we 
have  available  such  efficient  men  as  Superintendent 
Crowley,  who  has  worked  up  from  the  ranks  and 
would  make  a  fine  police  commissioner.  No  man 
in  the  Council  would  go  farther  than  I  in  advocating 
increased  pay  for  the  policemen.  My  contention 
is,  however,  that  we  have  not  enough  policemen  in 
the  City  of  Boston,  and  that  that  fact  is  proven 
night  after  night  by  the  thirty  to  eighty  holdups 
that  are  being  committed  in  this  city.  So  I  say 
the  taxpayers  are  entitled  to  some  consideration. 
In  view  of  the  fact  that  the  Mayor  has  stated  em- 
phatically that  there  will  be  no  increases  this  year, 
I  hardly  see  that  it  is  possible  to  obtain  an  increase 
for  the  men  at  present  in  the  department.  But  I 
say  that  we  have  not  enough  patrolmen  in  the  City 
of  Boston.  I  am,  therefore,  asking  the  Council  to 
pass  this  order  to  request  the  Mayor  to  request  the 
Police  Commissioner  to  appoint  200  additional  men. 
The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


PROPOSED   $20,000,000   BOND   ISSUE. 

Coun.  DOWD  offered  the  following: 
Resolved,  That  the  Boston  City  Council  favors 
the  enactment  of  legislation  providing  for  a  twenty 
million  dollar  bond  issue  for  public  works  through- 
out the  Commonwealth. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


INSPECTION   OF   GOLF   COURSE. 

Coun.  DOWD  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  chairman  of  the  Boston 
Finance  Commission  be  requested,  through  his 
Honor  the  Mayor,  to  accompany  the  members  of 
the  Boston  City  Council  on  an  inspection  of  the  new 
golf  course  in  Hyde  Park  Thursday  afternoon. 

Coun.  DOWD — Mr.  President,  in  order  that  the 
members  of  the  Council  may  know  what  they  are 
voting  upon,  I  will  simply  say  that  this  order  calls 
for  an  inspection  of  the  proposed  golf  course  by  the 
members  of  this  body,  and  that  we  invite  the  chair- 
man of  the  Finance  Commission  to  accompany  us 
on  such  inspection  next  Thursday.  I  have 
recently  looked  over  this  course,  and  I  think  all  the 
members  of  the  Council  should  do  so.  I  think  the 
councilor  from  the  West  End  (Coun.  Fitzgerald) 
was  very  modest  in  his  statement  last  week  when 
he  said  that  this  would  cost  $500,000  more.  I  say 
that  before  they  get  through  the  thing  it  will  prob- 
ably be  $1,250,000.  So  I  think  it  would  be  well  for 
us  to  make  this  trip  as  a  body  and  also  to  invite  to 
go  along  with  us  the  chairman  of  the  Finance  Com- 
mission who  has  been  very  quiet  for  a  year  and  a 
half.  I  think  it  would  be  well  for  him  to  accom- 
pany us  and  to  say  if,  in  his  judgment,  it  is  wise  to 
spend  this  money  for  the  golf  course. 

Coun.  RUBY — Mr.  President,  I  have  no  objec- 
tion to  accompanying  my  colleagues  on  such  an 
inspection  as  is  proposed,  but  I  don't  think  at  the 
present  time  any  other  functioning  body  of  the 
City  of  Boston  ought  to  accompany  us  on  such  a 


trip,  except  such  officials  as  are  connected  with  the 
Park  Department  or  the  Mayor's  office.  But  I  do 
object  to  this  order  asking  that  the  chairman  of  the 
Finance  Commission  accompany  us.  The  reason 
for  that  I  cannot  understand.  I  am  certainly  at  a 
loss  to  understand  why  a  member  of  the  Boston 
Finance  Commission  should  accompany  members 
of  the  City  Council  on  such  a  trip.  That  body 
makes  independent  investigations  and  independent 
reports.  If  my  understanding  of  the  function  of 
the  Finance  Commission  is  right,  it  is  to  correct 
certain  things  which  they  think  ought  to  be  cor- 
rected. Up  to  the  present  time  there  is,  in  my 
opinion,  nothing  that  would  warrant  the  Finance 
Commission  even  interfering,  if  I  may  use  that  old 
expression,  with  the  workings  of  this  body.  We 
are  asked  to  appropriate  $275,000  in  addition  to 
the  $225,000  already  voted,  and  I  don't  think  there 
is  anything  wrong  with  this  body  so  far  as  that 
order  is  concerned.  I  think  an  invitation  from 
this  body  to  the  chairman  of  the  Finance  Com- 
mission to  accompany  them  on  a  trip  of  that  kind 
is  one  that  might  be  called  for  at  some  future  time, 
but  I  don't  think  the  occasion  has  yet  arisen.  For 
that  reason,  I  am  going  to  vote  against  the  order, 
because  it  invites  the  Finance  Commissioner  to 
accompany  the  Council.  I  have,  however,  no 
objection  to  an  order  going  in  asking  either  the 
members  of  our  Finance  Committee  or  our  mem- 
bership as  a  whole  to  go  to  the  site  of  the  proposed 
new  golf  course  and  make  an  inspection.  From  my 
point  of  view,  however,  I  resent  such  an  invitation 
as  is  proposed  here,  that  the  chairman  of  the 
Finance  Commission  accompany  us  on  such  a  trip, 
when  he  is  perfectly  at  liberty  to  make  a  trip  on  his 
own  volition,  making  such  investigations  as  may 
seem  desirable  to  him.  I  trust,  therefore,  that  the 
members  will  not  vote  the  order  hurriedly,  feeling 
that  the  proper  order  to  introduce  at  this  time  is 
one  that  the  members  of  the  body  make  either  an 
official  or  unofficial  trip  to  this  proposed  golf 
course,  but  without  the  chairman  of  the  Finance 
Commission. 

Coun.  NORTON+Mr.  President,  being  in 
Ward  18,  I  am  naturally  very  much  interested  in 
whatever  concerns  the  ward.  To  the  order 
introduced  by  the  councilor  from  Roxbury  (Coun. 
Dowd)  to  invite  the  chairman  of  the  Finance 
Commission  to  accompany  the  members  of  the 
Council  in  viewing  the  proposed  golf  course,  I  see 
no  objection.  From  my  point  of  view  the  more 
who  go  out  there  to  see  the  course  the  better.  One 
of  the  members  here  suggests  that  it  would  be 
difficult  even  to  make  the  trip  in  three  days. 
(Laughter.)  Unfortunately,  some  people  seem  to 
have  the  idea  that  Hyde  Park  is  at  the  end  of  the 
world,  but  I  will  simply  say  that  it  is  not  only 
possible  to  make  the  trip  in  three  days,  but  that  it  is 
possible  to  go  out  there  to  the  golf  course  in  thirty 
minutes.  It  is  somewhat  hard  for  some  people  to 
divest  themselves  of  the  idea  that  the  center  of  the 
city  is  the  whole  city.  It  is  impossible  for  them  to 
visualize  the  fact  that  times  have  changed,  that 
it  is  no  longer  possible  to  put  a  golf  course  down 
here  in  the  West  End  or  the  South  End,  and  that 
more  people  have  moved  into  Ward  IS  in  the  last 
two  or  three  years  than  into  all  the  other  wards  of 
Boston  put  together.  I  am  in  favor  of  bringing 
the  chairman  of  the  Finance  Commission  out 
there.  As  I  stated  a  week  ago  to  our  colleague 
from  the  West  End  (Coun.  Fitzgerald),  if  it  can  be 
shown  that  we  are  spending  too  much  money  out 
there,  and  are  not  spending  the  people's  money 
properly,  I  shall  be  glad  to  vote  against  the  order, 
even  though  this  land  is  in  my  own  ward.  I  have 
myself  taken  some  pains  to  inspect  the  proposed 
golf  course,  and  assuredly  it  does  not  deserve 
some  of  the  things  that  have  been  said  against  it. 
They  tell  me  it  is  one  of  the  few  places  left  in  the 
city  available  for  a  golf  course,  and  it  is  certain  that 
my  colleague  from  the  West  End  rather  over- 
stretched the  matter  in  certain  statements  he  made. 
I  think  that  fact  can  be  easily  demonstrated  to  the 
Council.  But  it  would  be  well,  I  believe,  to  have 
a  visit  of  the  body  out  there  to  the  golf  course,  and 
I  certainly  see  no  harm  in  inviting  the  chairman 
of  the  Finance  Commission  to  go  along.  We  have 
been  told  that  it  was  a  swamp  and  that  it  con- 
tained an  enormous  amount  of  rock  that  would 
have  to  be  blasted.  Geologists,  who  should  know, 
however,  say  that  there  is  no  more  rock  there  than 
there  is  in  the  average  strata  in  this  section  of  the 
country.  After  we  have  made  further  investiga- 
tion and  have  received  the  reports  I  think  we  will 
be  in  a  more  intelligent  position  to  say  whether  or 
not  the  Mayor  and  the  Park  Commissioner  are 
squandering  this  money.     If,  as  I  have  said  before, 
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you  will  bring  in  prominent  authority  to  show 
that  money  is  being  squandered  on  this  golf  course, 
I  shall  vote  against  it.  Personally,  I  think  we 
need  every  dollar  we  can  get  hold  of  for  the  next 
two  or  three  years  to  take  care  of  the  depression 
we  are  going  through.  I  believe  the  proponents 
of  the  golf  course,  however,  have  made  out  a 
pretty  good  case  when  they  refer  to  the  revenue 
that  will  be  received  by  the  city  from  it.  There- 
fore, I  am  in  favor  of  inviting  the  chairman  of  the 
Finance  Commission  to  go  along  with  the  Council 
to  see  this  beautiful  section  of  Ward  18,  where  I 
am  told  the  finest  golf  course  in  this  section  of 
America  can  be  laid  out. 

Coun.  GREEN — Mr.  President,  as  a  member 
of  the  Committee  on  Finance,  I  am  glad  and 
willing  to  make  this  particular  inspection  with  the 
other  members  of  the  body,  but  I  am  not  in  favor 
of  the  chairman  of  the  Finance  Commission 
accompanying  us,  as  suggested  by  the  order  offered 
by  the  councilor  from  Roxbury.  Therefore,  I 
would  ask  that  the  order  be  amended  by  excluding 
from  it  the  invitation  to  the  chairman  of  the 
Finance  Commission. 

Coun.  DOWD — Mr.  President,  I  have  no 
objection  whatsoever  to  that,  but  I  do  desire  to 
have  the  Council  see  the  land  so  beautifully 
described  before  voting  upon  the  matter. 

President  McGRATH — The  amendment  pro- 
posed entirely  destroys  the  order  and  as  the 
gentleman  accepts  it  the  order  is  withdrawn.  He 
can  introduce  a  new  order. 

Coun.  WILSON — Mr.  President,  in  view  of 
what  has  been  said,  and  having  in  mind  the  fact 
that  the  proposed  loan  of  $275,000  represents  a 
figure  for  construction,  if  I  am  correct,  about 
three  times  the  original  cost  of  the  land,  I  would 
be  pleased  to  see  the  order  put  over  so  that  an 
investigation  of  the  facts  may  be  made.  I  would 
like  to  ask,  however,  even  if  the  chairman  of  the 
committee  is  absent,  if  any  progress  has  been 
made  during  the  week? 

President  McGRATH— The  Chair  understands 
that  the  chairman  of  the  committee  is  absent,  and 
does  not  know  whether  any  member  of  the  com- 
mittee can  answer, — unless  Councilor  Donovan 
wants  to  answer. 

Coun.  DONOVAN— Mr.  President,  I  would  say 
for  my  colleague's  benefit  that  the  Park  Commis- 
sioner has  been  in  the  South  the  past  week  and 
that  we  were  not  able  to  get  in  touch  with  him. 
Engineer  Murphy  represented  him,  but  didn't 
get  very  far,  and  it  was  thought  best  to  wait 
for  the  Park  Commissioner  to  return  before 
taking  action. 

Coun.  WILSON — Mr.  President,  I  would  sug- 
gest that  by  a  week  or  two  weeks  from  today  we 
might  find  out  something  about  the  attitude  of 
Mr.  Ross  with  reference  to  this  golf  course,  and 
what  estimates  have  been  made  as  to  the  future 
cost  of  construction  of  this  course.  1  understand 
also  that  Wayne  Styles  might  have  something  to 
say  on  the  subject,  and  there  might  be  a  possi- 
bility of  seeing  the  $10,000  plan  of  the  proposed 
golf  course  and  to  ascertain  whether  bids  and 
estimates  have  been  made  for  the  construction 
of  the  golf  course  at  this  particular  location 
at  a  price  much  nearer  $100,000  than  $300,000. 
I  might  make  these  suggestions  apart  from  the 
proposed  tour  to  this  Hyde  Park  location  with  or 
without  a  chaperone!     (Laughter.) 

Coun.  RUBY — Mr.  President,  while  I  do  not 
like  to  take  up  too  much  time  of  the  Council, 
I  would  like  to  reiterate  what  I  said  before,  that 
I  haven't  the  slightest  objection  to  taking  this 
proposed  trip,  and  1  don't  think  the  councilor 
from  Ward  17  (Coun.  Wilson)  would  even  object 
to  my  chaperoning  him  to  this  so-called  golf 
course.  But  let  me  just  say  to  the  members 
of  the  body  that  the  amended  City  Council  charter 
of  1909  has  a  group  of  sections  creating  the  Finance 
Commission,  to  which  I  might  refer  him,  and  I 
would  like  to  refer  to  section  18  at  this  time. 
That  section  says: 

"It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Finance  Commis- 
sion from  time  to  time  to  investigate  any  and  all 
matters  relating  to  appropriations,  loans,  expendi- 
tures, accounts  and  methods  of  administration 
affecting  the  City  of  Boston  or  the  county  of 
Suffolk  or  any  department  thereof  that  may  appear 
to  the  Commission  to  require  investigation,  and 
then  to  report  thereon  from  time  to  time  to  the 
Mayor,  the  City  Council,  the  Governor  or  the 
General   Court." 

Having  that  in  mind,  Mr.  President,  as  I  have 
had  it  in  mind,  I  would  like  to  now  call  it  to  the 


attention  of  the  members  of  this  body,  and  I 
would  ask  whether,  considering  the  proposition 
that  has  been  presented  to  us,  the  body  should 
by  such  an  order  invite  the  chairman  of  the 
Finance  Commission  to  accompany  it  on  next 
Thursday,  if  we  go  out  to  this  proposed  golf 
course? 

President  McGRATH— The  Chair  will  say 
that  the  order  has  been  withdrawn,  and  that  there 
is  no  order  now  before  the  house. 

Later  in  the  session  Coun.  DOWD  offered  the 
following  order: 

Ordered,  That  the  President  of  the  City  Council 
appoint  the  membership  of  the  Council  as  a  com- 
mittee to  visit  the  site  of  the  construction  of  the 
golf  links  in  Hyde  Park  on  Thursday  next  at  two 
o'clock  p.  m.,  for  the  purpose  of  a  thorough  inspec- 
tion of  present  conditions  at  that  place. 

The  rule  was  suspended  and  the  question  came 
on  the  passage  of  the  order. 

Coun.  CURTIS — Mr.  President,  it  does  seem 
to  me  that  if  we  go  out  and  look  over  that  ground, 
there  should  be  some  one  to  go  along  with  us  to 
answer  questions  that  may  suggest  themselves; 
that  at  least  some  member  of  the  Park  Depart- 
ment, familiar  with  the  plans,  what  is  proposed 
to  take  place  and  the  probable  expense,  should 
accompany  us.  I  am  not  sure  but  what  that  can 
be  done  under  the  order  in  its  present  form. 

President  McGRATH— The  Clerk  of  Com- 
mittees can  appoint  whomever  the  Council  wants 
to  go  along  to  advise  us  properly  and  give  us  in- 
formation. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


RELIEF   STATION  AT   FOREST   HILLS. 

Ordered,  That  the  City  Hospital  Trustees  be 
requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  pro- 
vide for  a  relief  station  at  Forest  Hills  similar  to 
the  one  at  East  Boston. 

Coun.  MURRAY— Mr.  President,  I  rise  at 
this  time  to  say  just  a  word  on  this  order.  I  in- 
troduced the  same  order  two  years  ago,  and  brought 
out  the  fact  that  there  was  no  convenient  relief 
station  out  in  that  section  of  the  city;  that  Charles- 
town  is  accommodated  by  the  Haymarket  Square 
Station,  and  that  East  Boston  has  a  station  of 
its  own,  while  West  Roxbury,  Hyde  Park,  Rosliu- 
dale,  upper  Jamaica  Plain  and  parts  of  Mattapan 
have  no  accessible  relief  station.  Only  a  short 
time  ago  there  was  a  serious  accident  on  the  New 
York,  New  Haven  &  Hartford  tracks,  in  which  a 
number  of  people  were  injured  and  had  to  be  taken 
by  ambulance  all  the  way  to  the  City  Hospital. 
If  there  had  been  a  relief  station  at  or  in  the  neigh- 
borhood of  Forest  Hills,  that  would  not  have  been 
necessary-  If  a  little  boy  or  girl  is  burned  out 
there  today,  with  the  congestion  of  traffic  at 
present  existing  in  our  streets,  it  is  a  serious  prob- 
lem, involving  a  great  waste  of  valuable  time,  to 
get  the  child  down  to  the  City  Hospital,  and  it 
may  mean  loss  of  life.  I  hope,  therefore,  that 
this  matter  will  be  seriously  considered  and  that 
we  will  see  a  relief  station  established  in  the  neigh- 
borhood of  Forest  Hills. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


LIGHTING  FACILITIES,  WARD  3. 

Coun.  FITZGERALD  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor, 
to  provide  adequate  lighting  facilities  along  Park- 
man  street.  Poplar  street,  Auburn  street,  and 
Brighton  street,  Ward  3. 
Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


PROPOSED  PAYMENT  TO  WIDOW  OF 
FRANK  L.  LYONS. 

Coun.  WILSON  offered  the  following: 
Resolved,  That  the  Boston  City  Council  favors 
the  enactment  of  legislation  authorizing  the  City  of 
Boston  to  pay  a  sum  of  money  to  the  widow  of 
Frank  L.  Lyons,  late  member  of  the  Boston  Fire 
Department,  who  died  from  injuries  received  in  the 
performance  of  his  duty. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


FEBRUARY    16,    1931. 
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PROPOSED    INCREASED    SALARIES, 
HOSPITAL  EMPLOYEES. 

Coun.  DOWD  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  the 
Boston  City  Hospital  be  requested,  through  his 
Honor  the  Mayor,  to  provide  in  the  budget  for  the 
current  year  a  sum  sufficient  to  increase  the  salaries 
of  all  employees  of  the  hospital  who  are  now  re- 
ceiving less  than  twenty  dollars  a  week. 
Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


CONSTABLES  CONFIRMED. 

On  motion  of  Coun.  WILSON  the  Council  took 
up,  under  unfinished  business,  the  appointment  of 
Isidor  Baitler  (appointed  by  the  Mayor  February  2, 
in  No.  5  on  the  calendar)  and  of  William  J.  Lally, 


Herbert  W.  Bacon  and  Jeremiah  F.  Gallagher 
(appointed  February  9,  in  No.  6  on  the  calendar)  to 
be  constables. 

The  question  came  on  confirmation.  Com- 
mittee, Coun.  Gallagher  and  Donovan.  Whole 
number  of  ballots  16,  yeas  16,  and  the  appoint- 
ments were  confirmed. 


THE  NEXT  MEETING. 

It  was  voted,  on  motion  of  Coun.  ENGLERT, 
that  when  the  Council  adjourn,  it  be  to  meet  on 
Monday,  March  2,  1931,  at  2  p.  m. 


Adjourned  on  motion  of  Coun.  ENGLERT,  at 
3.11  p.  m.,  to  meet  on  Monday,  March  2,  1931,  at 
2  p.  m. 
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Proceedings  of  City  Council. 


Boston,  March  2,  1931. 
Meeting    of    the    City    Council    held    in    the 
Council  Chamber,  City  Hall,  at  2  p.  m.,  President 
McGRATH  in  the  chair.     Absent,  Coun.  Dowd, 
Lynch  and  Norton. 


JURORS   DRAWN. 

Jurors  were  drawn,  under  the  law,  Coun. 
RUBY  presiding  at  the  box  in  the  absence  of  his 
Honor  the  Mayor,  as  follows: 

Three  additional  Grand  Jurors,  Superior 
Criminal  Court,  to  appear  March  5,  1931: 

Cleophas  J.  Johnson,  Ward  9;  Edward  H. 
Healey,  Ward  15;  Wilfred  F.  Hynes,  Ward  22. 

Thirty-one  additional  traverse  jurors,  Superior 
Criminal  Court,  Second  Session,  to  appear  March 
9,  1931: 

George  Appleby,  Ward  2;  Thomas  J.  Curry, 
Ward  2;  John  P.  Glavin,  Ward  2;  Harold  Horan, 
Ward  2;  James  Lynch,  Ward  2;  Ralph  M.  Bacon, 
Ward  4;  Donald  C.  Gray,  Ward  5;  Victor  L. 
Mickle,  Ward  5;  Patrick  F.  Kelly,  Ward  6;  James 
W.  Grant,  Ward  7;  Patrick  Kane,  Ward  7;  Henry 
E.  Clark,  Ward  8;  Hugh  B.  O'Hara,  Ward  9; 
Walter  H.  Duggan,  Ward  10;  Thomas  J.  Kennedy, 
Ward  10;  Walter  K.  Trask,  Ward  10;  William 
Hoffman,  Ward  11!  Myer  Spevak,  Ward  12;  Mat- 
thew S.  Brennan,  Ward  13;  W.  Preston  R.  Duff, 
Ward  13;  Marcus  Witkofsky,  Ward  14;  Charles  J. 
MeCluskey,  Ward  15;  William  McGregor,  Ward 
15;  Francis  J.  Connolly,  Ward  16;  George  W. 
Fickett,  Ward  16;  John  A.  Kallender,  Ward  19; 
Cecil  G.  Langdon,  Ward  19;  John  A.  Landers, 
Ward  20;  George  E.  Mallard,  Ward  22;  Leo  P. 
McNamara,  Ward  22. 

Thirty- one  traverse  jurors,  Superior  Criminal 
Court,  Firs't  Session,  to  appear  April  6,  1931: 

Edward  J.  Stone,  Ward  1;  Eugene  F.  Teevens, 
Ward  1;  Joseph  Visco,  Ward  1;  Phillip  F.  Shaw, 
Ward  2;  Herbert  A.  Silver,  Ward  3;  Walter  E. 
Mills,  Ward5;  Martin Gorham,  Ward 6;  Laurence 
Hartigan,  Ward  7;  Sylvester  Sullivan,  Ward  7; 
Carl  A.  Schneiderhan,  Ward  7;  Vincent  J.  Grahan, 
Ward  8;  Frank  Boudreau,  Ward  9;  William  N. 
Daly,  Ward  9;  Thomas  Walsh,  Ward  10;  George 
T.  Farmer,  Ward  11;  Chester  G.  Marshall,  Ward 
ll;1  Brainard  D.  Feltis,  Ward  12;  Earl  J.  Haley, 
Ward  12;  Alexander  R.  Hilson,  Ward  12;  William 
G.  Anderson,  Ward  15;  Edward  E.  Jewett,  Ward 
15;  Joseph  Nolan,  Ward  16;  Arthur  Kerr,  Ward 
16;  Walter  J.  Sullivan,  Ward  16;  Lester  C.  Adams, 
Ward  17;  William  F.  Putman,  Ward  17;  John  E. 
Boit,  Ward  19;  George  H.  Magurn,  Ward  20; 
Joseph  F.  Zimmerman,  Ward  20;  Edgar  R.  Hill, 
Ward  21;   Ernest  B.  MacDonald,  Ward  21. 

Eleven  traverse  jurors,  Superior  Criminal  Court, 
Second  Session,  to  appear  April  13,  1931: 

Francis  V.  Gleason,  Ward  6;  George  E.  Gillen 
Ward  8;  William  J.  McGrath,  Ward  9;  Frank  E 
Shepard,  Ward  9;  Edward  Walsh,  Ward  9;  Leroy 
D.  Day,  Ward  15;  James  Gallahue,  Ward  15 
Thomas  A.  Matthews,  Ward  17;  Gustav  Blon 
quist,  Ward  18;  Arnold  W.  Urlass,  Ward  20 
Patrick  Ferguson,  Ward  22. 

Thirty-one  traverse  jurors,  Superior  Criminal 
Court,  Third  Session,  to  appear  April  13,  1931: 

Stephen  E.  Connors,  Ward  1;  David  Kennedy, 
Ward  1;  Charles  W.  Schneider,  Ward  2;  Irving 
Seigel,  Ward  3;  Robert  Taylor,  Ward  4;  Patrick 
H.  Mooney,  Ward  5;  John  J.  Barrett,  Ward  6; 
John  V.  Roche,  Ward  6;  James  E.  Lydon,  Ward  7; 
Matthew  J.  Archer,  Ward  8;  James  F.  Fleming,  Jr., 
Ward  9;  John  J.  Leverone,  Ward  10;  Joseph  F. 
Cunningham,  Ward  11;  Daniel  F.  Keefe,  Ward  11; 
Nicholas  Spencer,  Ward  11;  John  Thomas,  Ward 
12;  Charles  P.  Foyer,  Ward  13;  William  Shaw, 
Ward  13;  Joseph  S.  Sullivan,  Ward  13;  James 
DeLorie,  Ward  15;  Francis  J.  McKenna,  Ward  16; 
John  A.  Sullivan,  Ward  16;   Ralph  J.  Shea,  Ward 


17;  Edward  A.  Gallagher,  Ward  19;  John  B. 
McGinty,  Ward  19;  Arthur  J.  Crockett,  Ward  20; 
Asa  K.  Hailey,  Ward  20  ;  Harold  C.  Atlas,  Ward  21; 
Earle  Richardson,  Ward  21;  Richard  H.  Baker, 
Ward  22;  Perley  W.  Delabarre,  Ward  22. 

Thirty-one  traverse  jurors,  Superior  Criminal 
Court,  Fourth  Session,  to  appear  April  6,  1931: 

William  Connor,  Ward  1;  Allan  M.  Sharp, 
Ward  1;  Andrew  V.  Buckley,  Ward  2;  Fred  D. 
Dion,  Ward  3;  John  J.  Lepore,  Ward  3;  Frank  S. 
Strickland,  Ward  3,  Herbert  B.  Treworgy,  Ward  4; 
Jeremiah  F.  Hurley,  Ward  6;  Thomas  F.  Anglin, 
Ward  7;  Francis  X.  Costello,  Ward  7;  Bernard  L. 
Luppold,  Ward  10;  Arthur  J.  Kelly,  Ward  11; 
James  J.  Sullivan,  Ward  11;  Frank  Houghton, 
Ward  12;  John  A.  Dooley,  Ward  13;  Thomas  E. 
O'Toole,  Ward  13;  Rubin  Cohen,  Ward  14;  Silney, 
Dunsky,  Ward  14;  George  Gilbert,  Ward  15; 
William  A.  Edmonds,  Ward  16;  George  V.  Hurley 
Ward  16;  John  B.  MacDonald,  Ward  16;  Thomas 
A.  Doyle,  Ward  17;  John  E.  Murdock,  Ward  17; 
John  J.  Kelley,  Ward  19;  John  E.  McNulty, 
Ward  19;  William  Schandelmayer,  Ward  19; 
Arthur  F.  Jennings,  Ward  20;  Charles  J.  Logue, 
Ward  20;  Arthur  T.  Partington,  Ward  20;  Maurice 
J.  Murphy,  Ward  22. 

Thirty-one  traverse  jurors,  Superior  Criminal 
Court,  Fifth  Session,  to  appear  April  6,  1931: 

Kenneth  W.  Buchannan,  Ward  2;  John  B. 
Crowley,  Ward  2;  Edward  J.  McCaffrey,  Ward  2; 
Charles  J.  Hines,  Ward  3;  Joseph  Rosen,  Ward  3; 
James  E.  Collins,  Ward  7;  William  E.  Mont- 
gomery, Ward  7;  Charles  W.  Driscol),  Ward  8; 
John  Mulvee,  Jr.,  Ward  8;  Joseph  L.  Lewis,  Ward 
9;  Andrew  J.  Murray,  Ward  10;  Francis  A.  Kelley, 
Ward  11;  Martin  F.  Kelly,  Ward  11;  Joseph  F. 
McPhee,  Ward  11;  John  N.  Preble,  Ward  11; 
Bernard  J.  Starr,  Ward  11;  Herman  Freed,  Ward 
12;  John  Goode,  Ward  12;  Edgar  W.  Jones,  Jr., 
Ward  12;  John  F.  McCarthy,  Ward  12;  Thomas  A. 
Doherty,  Ward  13;  John  E.  Hilton,  Ward  14; 
Henry  A.  Lind,  Ward  15;  Francis  R.  Paul,  Jr., 
Ward  15;  James  A.  Sullivan,  Ward  16;  Samuel  A. 
Cook,  Ward  17;  Edward  F.  Abbott,  Ward  19; 
William  A.  MacKay,  Ward  19;  George  T.  Nolan, 
Ward  19;  James  H.  Dodge,  Ward  21;  George  E. 
Barry,  Ward  22. 

Twenty-four  traverse  jurors,  Superior  Civil 
Court,  First  Session,  April  Sitting,  to  appear 
April  6,  1931: 

Matthew  T.  Glavin,  Ward  1 ;  Daniel  A .  Gibbons, 
Ward  3;  William  R.  King,  Ward  3;  William  P. 
Blodgett,  Ward  5;  Joseph  M.  Bany,  Ward  7; 
William  W.  Elwell,  Ward  7;  Frederick  W.  Han- 
son, Ward  7;  Edward  L.  Maginnis,  Ward  7; 
Isaac  E.  Craven,  Ward  8;  Michael  J.  Driscoll, 
Ward  8;  William  H.  Norton,  Ward  8;  John  J. 
O'RieUy,  Ward  8;  Walter  E.  Ross,  Ward  11; 
William  F.  Joyce,  Ward  12;  John  Chalfin,  Ward 
14;  James  F.  Dutton,  Ward  16;  Louis  F.  Monjet, 
Ward  16;  Jeremiah  F.  Walsh,  Ward  16;  Jacob  I. 
Markowitz,  Ward  17;  William  A.  O'Donnell, 
Ward  18;  Edward  McEleney,  Ward  20;  Alfred 
Fox,  Ward  21;  Philip  A.  Moynahan,  Ward  22; 
Joseph  C.  Shea,  Ward  22. 

Twenty-seven  traverse  jurors,  Superior  Civil 
Court,  Second  Session,  April  Sitting,  to  appear 
April  6,  1931: 

Anthony  Campiglia,  Ward  1;  Charles  J.  Ryan, 
Ward  1;  John  J.  Crowley,  Ward  4;  John  J.  Ryan, 
Ward  4;  Charles  I.  Riley,  Ward  6;  James  W. 
Gibbons,  Ward  7;  Thomas  Shaughnessy,  Ward  7; 
Richard  T.  Burrell,  Ward  9;  Walter  W.  Carter, 
Ward  9;  William  D.  Eldridge,  Ward  9;  John 
Gillig,  Ward  9;  William  J.  Dougherty,  Ward  10; 
James  D.  Glynn,  Ward  11;  Louis  G.  Schultz, 
Ward  13;  Joseph  T.  Walsh,  Ward  13;  Harold  D. 
Chase,  Ward  15;  John  R.  MacDonald,  Ward  15; 
John  J.  McCarthy,  Ward  16;  Herbert  F.  White, 
Ward  17;  Michael  D.  Day,  Ward  18;  Edward  Y. 
Fellows,  Ward  18;  William  Rennie,  Ward  18; 
George  Hinderscheid,  Ward  20;  Charles  H.  Par- 
sons, Ward  20;  Howard  B.  Wheelock,  Ward  20; 
Marshall  D.  Worcester,  Ward  20;  George  R. 
Jennett,  Ward  22. 

Twenty-seven  traverse  jurors,  Superior  Civil 
Court,  Third  Session,  April  Sitting,  to  appear  April 
6,  1931: 

Michael  Ford,  Ward  1;  Walter  J.  Grimshaw, 
Ward  1;  Philip  Scernici,  Ward  1;  Hugh  S.  Harkins, 
Ward  2;  Walter  E.  Grenfell,  Ward  5,  Francis  R. 
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Hart,  Ward  5;  Nathaniel  J.  Murphy,  Ward  10; 
James  J.  Ryan,  Ward  12;  Michael  H.  Scanlan, 
Ward  13;  Charles  Gerstein,  Ward  14;  John  H. 
Coakley,  Ward  16;  Herbert  F.  Collins,  Ward  16; 
Joseph  P.  Cussen,  Ward  17;  Michael  J.  Quinn, 
Ward  17;  Loran  F.  Lockhart,  Ward  18;  William 
Hain,  Jr.,  Ward  18;  James  R.  Nutch,  Ward  18; 
W.  Emmet  J.  O'Brien,  Ward  18;  Hansell  A. 
Simpson,  Ward  18;  Henry  K.  Neissner,  Ward  19; 
George  E.  R.  Nickerson,  Ward  19;  John  Sheppard, 
Ward  19;  George  Axt,  Ward  20;  Walter  G.  Jean, 
Ward  21;  Joseph  J.  Clarke,  Ward  22;  Henry  J. 
Gray,  Ward  22;  Alfred  O.  O'Brien,  Ward  22. 

Twenty-nine  traverse  jurors,  Superior  Civil 
Court,  Fourth  Session,  April  Sitting,  to  appear 
April  16,  1931: 

Henry  L.  Dawson,  Ward  1;  Robert  J.  Jameson, 
Jr.,  Ward  1;  James  H.  Buckley,  Ward  2;  Edward 
N.  Hamilton,  Ward  2;  Timothy  J.  Murray,  Ward 
2;  Joseph  J.  McCarthy,  Ward  2;  Daniel  J.  Culli- 
nane,  Ward  6;   D.  Albert  Leary,  Ward  6;   George 

F.  Johnson,  Ward  7;  John  W.  Whouley,  Ward  7; 
James  P.  Collins,  Ward  8;  Thomas  F.  Connelly, 
Ward  8;  Joseph  F.  Keegan,  Ward  8;  Stephen  J. 
Shurter,  Ward  9;  John  A.  Driscoll,  Ward  10; 
Charles  J.  Burkhart,  Ward  11;  Gerard  I.  Kellaher, 
Ward  13;  John  H.  O'Rourke,  Ward  13;  Benjamin 
J.  Taplan,  Ward  14;  Ernest  E.  Fitch,  Ward  15; 
James  J.  Healy,  Ward  16;  Thomas  B.  Maw,  Ward 
17;  Thomas  E.  Bryon,  Ward  18;  Edward  Rey- 
mann,  Ward  19;  Fred  McMorran,  Ward  19; 
Richard  Wilson,  Jr.,  Ward  19;  Morris  D.  Marshall, 
Ward  21;  Frank  E.  Hughes,  Ward  22;  Bernard  H. 
Marshall,  Ward  22. 

Twenty-nine  traverse  jurors,  Superior  Civil 
Court,  Fifth  Session,  April  Sitting,  to  appear 
April  6,  1931: 

Jabez  C.  Beach,  Ward  1;  Henry  F.  Shaw,  Ward 
1;  Edward  J.  White,  Ward  2;  Lincoln,  N.  Greene, 
Ward  5;  William  F.  Almy,  Ward  5;  Edward  W. 
Fierce,  2d.,  Ward  5;  Michael  A.  Flaherty,  Ward  6; 
George  F.  Todd,  Ward  6;  Frank  Duchaney,  Ward 
8;  John  J.  Hayes,  Jr.,  Ward  8;  Michael  J.  Dailey, 
Ward  10;  Richard  F.  Doyle,  Ward  11;  Richard  F. 
Reese,  Ward  12;  John  F.  Colbert,  Ward  13;  Isaac 
Green,  Ward  14;  Eonto  R.  Greenstein,  Ward  14; 
Mathew  Cahill,  Ward  15;  Charles  Stuart  Crowley, 
Ward  15;  August  Johnson,  Ward  16;  Michael  J. 
Broderick,  Ward  17;  Harry  R.  Davis,  Ward  17; 
Henry  M.  Strout,  Ward  17;  Abraham  Greene, 
Ward  18;  Frederick  McNeil,  Ward  18;  John  H. 
Mahoney,  Ward  19;  John  J.  McLaughlin,  Ward  19; 
Harvey  P.  Dearborn,  Ward  20;  Lewis  Kimball, 
Ward  21;  Joseph  A.  Dasey,  Ward  22. 

Twenty-seven  traverse  jurors,  Superior  Civil 
Court,  Sixth  Session,  April  Sitting,  to  appear 
April  6,  1931: 

Maurice  Murnane,  Ward  1;  Sydney  Buckman, 
Ward  3;  Solomon  C.  Landa,  Ward  3;  Max  Tauber, 
Ward  3;  Philip  Doherty,  Ward  4;  William  N. 
Finney,  Ward  4;  Arthur  L.  Race,  Ward  4;  Frederick 

G.  Sherman,  Ward  5;  John  J.  Beatv,  Ward  7; 
William  P.  Cody,  Ward  7;  Walter  J.  Connell, 
Ward  10;  Andrew  J.  Sullivan,  Ward  11;  Edward  J. 
McMorrow,  Ward  13;  Walter  J.  Burns,  Ward  14; 
John  F.  Kelly,  Jr.,  Ward  14;  Thomas  A.  Shruhan, 
Ward  14;  Macey  H.  Wolfson,  Ward  14;  Samuel  H. 
Porter,  Ward  15;  Daniel  F.  Reid,  Ward  15; 
Thomas  P.  Manning,  Ward  16;  John  P.  Masterson, 
Ward  16;  Hyman  E.  Blun,  Ward  17;  Joseph  A. 
Becherer,  Ward  19;  William  E.  Clahane,  Ward  19; 
John  C.  Donaldson,  Ward  19;  Wilfred  E.  Playfair, 
Ward  20;  Albert  Mann,  Ward  22. 

Twenty-eight  traverse  jurors,  Superior  Civil 
Court,  Seventh  Session,  April  Sitting,  to  appear 
April  6,  1931: 

Horatio  C.  Collins,  Ward  1;  Patrick  J.  Foley, 
Ward  1;  Warren  J.  Adams,  Ward  4,  George  Savage, 
Ward  4;  Arthur  P.  Weare,  Ward  4;  Jeremiah  J. 
Sullivan,  Ward  5;  Joseph  A.  Shaughnessy,  Ward  6; 
John  E.  Fitzgerald,  Ward  7;  Frank  Piper,  Ward  7; 
John  J.  Gillespie,  Ward  8;  Timothy  Glennon, 
Ward  10;  John  C.  McGillicuddy,  Ward  10;  Ed- 
ward McCormick,  Ward  10;  Frank  A.  Donnelly, 
Ward  11;  George  J.  Jones,  Ward  11;  Bartholomew 
Kenney,  Ward  11;  Morris  Leon  Golden,  Ward  12; 
James  Robert  Robertson,  Ward  12;  John  C.  Mulli- 
gan, Ward  13;  Wrilliam  H.  Burrell,  Ward  14;  Ed- 
mund J.  Gleeson,  Ward  14;  Benjamin  Shuffain, 
Ward  14;  Norman  F.  Beattie,  Ward  16;  Jacob 
Prince,  Ward  17;  Daniel  Charles  McKinnon,  Ward 
18;  Albert  Sheard,  Ward  18;  Lloyd  C.  Atkinson, 
Ward  19;  Henry  A.  Cochrane,  Ward  22. 


TEMPORARY   EMPLOYEES   AT   CITY 

HOSPITAL. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  March  2,  1931. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  herewith  transmit  to  you  report 
from  Joseph  P.  Manning,  President  of  the  Board 
of  Trustees,  regarding  your  request  to  employ 
one  hundred  temporary  nurses  and  orderlies  at  the 
City  Hospital.  This  is  in  reply  to  your  order  of 
February  9,  1931. 

Very  truly  yours, 

Joseph  McGrath, 
Acting  Mayor. 

City  Hospital,  Boston,  February  17,  1931. 
Hon.  James  M.  Curley, 

Mayor  of  Boston. 
Dear  Mr.  Mayor, — At  a  meeting  of  the  Board 
of  Trustees  held  on  February  13,  your  communi- 
cation forwarding  the  order  of  the  City  Council. 
"That  the  Trustees  of  the  Boston  City  Hospital 
be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to 
employ  one  hundred  temporary  nurses  and  orderlies 
at  the  Boston  City  Hospital  for  the  duration  of  the 
present  emergency,"  was  presented. 

On  behalf  of  the  trustees,  I  wish  to  state  that 
nurses  and  orderlies  are  being  hired  as  the  need 
arises. 

Yours  respectfully, 

Joseph  P.   M.tNNING, 
President,  Board  of  Trustees. 
Placed  on  file. 


REPORTS   FROM   TRAFFIC 
COMMISSIONER. 
The  following  were  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  March  2,  1931. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  herewith  transmit  to  you  report 
from  Hon.  Joseph  A.  Conry,  Traffic  Commissioner, 
regarding  your  request  to  designate  Greenville 
street  as  a  one-way  thoroughfare.  This  is  in  reply 
to  your  order  of  February  9,  1931. 
Respectfully, 

Joseph  McGrath, 

Acting  Mayor. 

Boston  Traffic  Commission, 
154  Berkeley  street,  February  27,  1931. 
Hon.  James  M.  Curley, 

Mayor  of  Hoston. 
Dear  Sir, — I  am  returning  herewith  City  Council 
order  dated  February  9,  1931,  which  reads  as  fol- 
lows: 

"Ordered,  That  the  Traffic  Commissioner  be 
re  iuested,  through  his  Honcr  the  Mayor,  to  des- 
ignate Greenville  street,  Ward  8,  as  a  one-way 
thoroughfare." 

The  Traffic  Commission  is  now  engaged  in  mak- 
ing a  study  of  the  conditions  on  this  street  for  the 
purpose  of  complying  with  the  spirit  of  the  above 
order. 

The  opinion  of  the  city  councilor  from  the  ward 
will  be  requested  and  through  him  arrangements 
made  for  a  hearing  on  the  subject,  and  if  it  appears 
that  unrestrained  parking  exists,  an  effort  will  be 
made  to  correct  this  condition. 

Yours  very  truly, 

Joseph  A.  Conry, 

Commissioner. 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  March  2,  1931. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — 1  herewith  transmit  to  you  report 
from  Hon.  Joseph  A.  Conry,  Traffic  Commissioner, 
relative  to  your  request  to  install  an  automatic 
traffic  signal  at  the  corner  of  Quincy  street  and 
Columbia  road.  This  is  in  reply  to  your  order  of 
February  16,  1931. 

Respectfully, 

Joseph  McGrath, 

Acting  Mayor. 

Boston  Traffic  Commission, 
154  Berkeley  street,  February  27,  1931. 
Hon.  James  M.  Curley, 

Mayor  of  Boston. 
Dear    Sir, — I    inclose    herewith    Council    order 
dated  February  16,  1931,  which  reads  as  follows: 


MAECH    2,    1931. 
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"Ordered,  That  the  Traffic  Commissioner  be 
requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  install 
an  automatic  traffic  signal  at  the  corner  of  Quincy 
street  and  Columbia  road,  Ward  15." 

The  entire  route  along  Columbia  road  is  to  be 
made  the  subject  of  a  study  for  the  purpose  of 
determining  at  what  point  traffic  signal  lights 
should  be  established. 

During  the  coming  year  recommendations  will 
be  made  by  the  Traffic  Commission  which  will 
cover  intersections  of  this  character. 

It  is  advisable  that  a  fixed  policy  be  adopted 
under  which  a  certain  amount  of  money  might  be 
annually  appropriated  for  the  purpose  of  signalizing 
a  stipulated  number  of  intersections. 
Yours  very  truly, 

Joseph  A.  Conry, 

Commissioner. 

Severally  placed  on  file. 


APPOINTMENTS  BY  THE  MAYOR. 

Subject  to  confirmation  by  the  Council,  the 
Mayor  submitted  appointments  for  the  term  ending 
April  30,  1931,  viz.: 

Weighers  of  Coal:  John  Webber,  19  Concord 
street,  city;  Ralph  Seabury,  79  Rice  street,  North 
Cambridge;    L.  C.  Mullen,  Albany  street,  Boston. 

Constables:  Ray  Chenoweth,  1745  Dorchester 
avenue,  Dorchester;  Ulysses  T.  Sullivan,  1653 
Commonwealth  avenue,  Boston. 

Severally  laid  over  a  week,  under  the  law. 


PETITIONS  REFERRED. 

The  following  petitions  were  received  and  re- 
ferred to  the  committees  named,  viz.: 

Claims. 

J.  Paul  Barry,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  shingle  falling  from  Longfellow  School. 

Harold  W.  Berry,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  in  fire  accident  at  Cleary  square. 

Laurence  M.  Christensen,  for  compensation  for 
damage  to  car  caused  by  an  alleged  defect  at  200 
Temple  street,  West  Roxbury. 

Coastwise  Lighterage  Company,  for  compensa- 
tion for  damage  to  lighter  caused  by  city  fire  boat. 

Laura  Correia,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  an  alleged  defect  at  Broadway  and  B 
street. 

Daniel  Crowley,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
received  on  South  Ferry. 

Jacob  Deitch,  for  compensation  for  damage  to 
car  by  city  truck. 

Eastern  Club  Sales  Company,  for  refund  on 
refuse  tickets. 

Alice  I.  Gazette,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  an  alleged  defect  in  Irwin  avenue, 
Roxbury. 

Mrs.  George  A.  Grant,  for  compensation  for 
injuries  caused  by  an  alleged  defect  at  Dore  and 
Washington  Btreets. 

August  L.  Hesselschwerdt,  for  compensation  for 
damage  to  car  caused  by  an  alleged  defect  in  Cen- 
tre street,  Jamaica  Plain. 

John  Kawana,  for  compensation  for  damage  to 
car  caused  by  car  of  Hospital  Department. 

Rose  Levy,  for  compensation  for  injuries  caused 
by  an  alleged  defect  at  155  Wellington  Hill  street. 

Little  Lady  Shop,  Inc.,  for  refund  on  refuse 
tickets. 

Carrie  E.  Long,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  an  alleged  defect  at  29  Neponset  avenue. 

Mrs.  Frances  Martin,  for  compensation  for 
inj  uries  caused  by  an  alleged  defect  at  Walden  street 
and  Plant's  park. 

Samuel  McLaughlin,  for  compensation  for  dam- 
age to  automobile  caused  by  ladder  truck  No.  31. 

Louise  McLean,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  an  alleged  defect  at  Boylston  and 
Tremont  streets. 

Clara  M.  Miller,  for  compensation  for  damage  to 
property  at  12  St.  John  street,  Jamaica  Plain, 
caused  by  city  truck. 

Anna  J.  O'Connell,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  an  alleged  defect  at  205  and  169  A  street. 

John  P.  O'Neill,  for  compensation  for  loss  of 
clothing  at  Deer  Island. 

Richard  S.  Paine,  for  compensation  for  refund  on 
license  to  peddle  fish,  etc. 

Mrs.  C.  Paul,  for  refund  on  refuse  tickets. 


Julia  A.  Quinn,  for  compensation  for  damage  to 
property  at  6  Pond  street,  Jamaica  Plain,  caused 
by  ash  team. 

Mrs.  Edna  J.  Rodd,  for  compensation  for  loss  of 
clothing  at  City  Hospital. 

Peter  SenopOulos,  for  refund  on  refuse  tickets. 

Shaw's  Express,  for  compensation  for  damage  to 
truck  by  city  car. 

Costa  Talabach,  for  compensation  for  damage  to 
property  at  79  Emerald  street,  caused  by  city 
truck. 

Butler  R.  Wilson,  Jr.,  for  compensation  for  dam- 
age to  automobile  caused  by  an  alleged  defect  in 
Walnut  street. 

Gor  Wong  Yung,  for  refund  on  refuse  tickets. 

Executive. 

Petitions  for  children  under  fifteen  years  of  age 
to  appear  at  places  of  public  amusement,  viz.: 

Ellen  F.  Carney,  East  Boston  High  School, 
February  23. 

Lester  P.  Gould,  Washington  Auditorium  Hall, 
February  27. 


CONSTABLES'   BONDS. 

The  constables'  bonds  of  William  J.  Lally  and 
Herbert  W.  Bacon,  having  been  duly  approved 
by  the  City  Treasurer,  were  received  and  approved. 


REGISTRY   OF   DEEDS   PAY    ROLL. 

The  pay  roll  of  the  Registry  of  Deeds  from 
January  19  to  February  14,  1931,  piece  work,  and 
from  February  16  to  February  28,  1931,  regular 
employees,  amounting  to  $8,732.71,  was  received 
and  approved. 


CHANGE  OF  STREET   NAMES. 

Notice  was  received  from  the  Board  of  Street 
Commissioners  of  changes  in  street  names. 
Placed  on  file. 


APPOINTMENT  OF  WILLIAM  F.  CONNOR. 

Notice  was  received  from  the  Health  Depart- 
ment of  provisional  appointment  of  William  F. 
Connor,  11  Whitten  street,  Dorchester,  as  sanitary 
inspector  in  Health  Department. 

Placed  on  file. 


BOND    OF    C.     AND     R.     CONSTRUCTION 
COMPANY. 

A  communication  was  received  from  William  E. 
Poss,  Director  and  Chief  Engineer  of  Water 
Division  of  Metropolitan  District  Commission, 
enclosing  Bond  of  Idemnity  from  the  C.  and  R. 
Construction  Company,  Roslindale,  in  connection 
with  its  contract  with  commission  for  laying  water 
pipes  in  Boston  and  Newton,  under  contract  No.  79. 

Bond  filed  with  the  City  Auditor  March  2,  1931. 

Placed  on  file. 


SIDEWALK  ASSESSMENTS. 

Notices  were  received  from  the  Commissioner  of 
Public  Works  with  orders  assessing  amounts  for 
construction  of  artificial  stone  sidewalks,  as 
follows : 

Half  Cost. 

Brookline  avenue,  Ward  4 $141  66 

Brookline  avenue,  Ward  5 295  20 

Cambridge  street,  Ward  21 115  92 

Chestnut  avenue,  Ward  19 123  12 

Etna  street,  Ward  22 2,728  21 

Homestead  street,  Ward  12 138  11 

Ridgemont  street,  Ward  21 1,103  30 

Wyman  street,  Ward  19 1,052  20 

Wyman  street,  Ward  10 562  74 

Waverly  street,  Ward  22 5,011  67 

Orders  severally  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


MINORS'   LICENSES. 

President  McGRATH  submitted  the  applica- 
tions of  77  newsboys  and  1  vendor  for  minors' 
licenses.  Approved  by  the  Council,  under  usual 
conditions. 


83 


CITY    COUNCIL. 


REPORT    OF     COMMITTEE    ON     PUBLIC 
LANDS. 

Coun.  ENGLERT,  for  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands,  submitted  the  following: 

1.  Report  on  order  (referred  February  9)  that 
the  School  Committee  be  authorized  to  lease  to 
James  F.  Mahoney-Roxbury  Post  457,  Veterans 
of  Foreign  Wars  of  United  States  the  Winthrop 
Street  School  in  Roxbury,  such  occupancy  to  be 
discontinued  at  will  of  School  Committee — that 
same  ought  to  pass. 

Beport  accepted;  said  order  passed. 


CLASSIFICATION  PLAN  FOR  COUNTY 
EMPLOYEES. 

Coun.  FITZGERALD  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  compensation  and  classifica- 
tion plan  for  county  employees  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  County  Accounts  January  19,  1931, 
be  recalled  from  that  committee  and  referred  to 
the  Executive  Committee. 

Coun.  FITZGERALD— With  reference  to  that 
order,  Mi.  President,  the  Committee  on  County 
Accounts  has  already  had  two  hearings  on  this 
matter  and  I  believe,  in  justice  to  all  concerned, 
and  in  view  of  the  fact  that  it  is  such  a  complicated 
proposition  and  so  many  people  are  affected  by  it, 
the  matter  should  be  handled  by  the  Council  as 
a  whole.  Therefore,  I  have  offered  this  order, 
that  the  Executive  Committee  take  the  matter  in 
hand. 

The  order  was  passed. 


MUNICIPAL  BUILDING,  DORCHESTER. 

Coun.  FISH  offered  the  following: 

Resolved,  That  the  Boston  City  Council  favors 
the  enactment  of  legislation  authorizing  the 
borrowing,  outside  of  the  debt  limit,  of  a  sum 
sufficient  for  the  erection  of  a  municipal  build- 
ing in  the  Fields  Corner  section    of  Dorchester. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


PROPOSED  REINSTATEMENT  OF  NELSON 
L.  DUCHANEY. 

Coun.  FISH  offered  the  following: 

Resolved,  That  the  Boston  City  Council  favors 
the  enactment  of  legislation  authorizing  the 
reinstatement  as  a  police  officer  of  the  City  of 
Boston  of  Nelson  L.  Duchaney. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


REMOVAL  OF   STREET   CAR  RAILS, 
VICTORY   ROAD. 
Coun.  FISH  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,    That    the    Commissioner    of    Public 
Works  be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor, 
to  remove  the  street  car  rails  on  Victory  road, 
Ward  16,  and  to  repave  said  street  with  smooth 
paving,  from  Neponset  avenue  to  Freeport  street. 
Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


AUTOMATIC  TRAFFIC   SIGNALS. 
Coun.  FISH   offered   the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Boston  Traffic  Commission 
be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to 
install  an  automatic  traffic  signal  at  the  junction 
of  Neponset  avenue  and  Old  Colony  Parkway. 
Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


WARD   14  IMPROVEMENTS. 
Coun.  RUBY  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Board  of  Street  Commissioners 
be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  lay 
out  and  acoept  Pasadena  road,  Ward  14,  as  a  public 
highway. 

Ordered,  That  the  Board  of  Street  Commis- 
sioners be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor, 
to  lay  out  and  accept  Brunswick  street,  Ward  14, 
as  a  public  highway. 


Ordered,  That  the  Board  of  Street  Commis- 
sioners be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor, 
to  lay  out  and  accept  Grove  Park,  Ward  14,  as  a 
public  highway. 

Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor, 
to  repave  Kerwin  street,  Ward  14,  with  smooth 
paving. 

Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor, 
to  repave  Vesta  road  and  Charlotte  street,  Ward 
14,  with  smooth  paving. 

Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Works 
be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to 
repave  Woodrow  avenue,  Ward  14,  with  smooth 
paving. 

Severally  passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


WARD    12   IMPROVEMENTS. 

Coun.  BUSH  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Works 
be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to 
repave  Maple  street,  Ward  12,  with  smooth  paving. 

Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Works 
be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to 
repave  Elm  Hill  Park,  Ward  12,  with  smooth 
paving. 

Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Works 
be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to 
repave  Winthrop  street,  Ward  12,  with  smooth 
paving. 

Severally  passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


PAYMENT  TO  JOHN  E.  DYER. 

Coun.  FITZGERALD  offered  the  following: 
Resolved,  That  the  Boston  City  Council  favors 
the  enactment  of  legislation  authorizing  the  City  of 
Boston  to  pay  a  sum  of  money  to  John  E.  Dyer. 
Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


ANNUITY  TO  WIDOW    OF    PATRICK    J. 

SULLIVAN. 
Coun.  GREEN  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  an  annuity  of  six  hundred  dollars 
be  allowed  and  paid  to  the  widow  of  Patrick  J. 
Sullivan,  late  member  of  the  Boston  Fire  Depart- 
ment, who  died  as  the  result  of  injuries  received 
while  in  the  performance  of  his  duty,  such  annuity 
to  continue  so  long  as  said  widow  remains  unmar- 
ried,  and  to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for  the 
Fire  Department,  Pensions  and  Annuities. 
Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 


SOUTH   BAY  FLATS. 

Coun.  COX  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Corporation  Counsel  be 
directed,  in  the  name  and  behalf  of  the  City  of 
Boston,  to  petition  the  Land  Court  for  a  partition 
of  the  land  and  fiats  abutting  on  or  included  in  the 
South  bay,  so  called,  and  Fort  Point  channel,  or  to 
take  such  other  action  as  may  be  necessary  to 
establish  the  city's  rights  in  said  land  and  flats. 

Coun.  COX — Mr.  President,  I  wish  to  impress 
upon  the  members  of  the  City  Council  the  impor- 
tance of  this  order  which  I  have  just  offered.  A 
special  commission,  established  by  an  act  of  the 
Legislature,  recently  filed  its  report  (House  Doc- 
ument No.  1290)  recommending  that  the  Com- 
monwealth be  empowered  to  take  by  right  of 
eminent  domain  any  private  or  public  lands 
deemed  necessary  for  the  filling  in  of  the  South 
bay.  Fort  Point  channel  and  the  Roxbury  canal, 
and  the  construction  by  the  Commonwealth  of 
sewerage  conduits  and  laying  out  of  streets  in 
this  area  at  a  cost  of  nearly  seven  million  dollars, 
said  cost  to  be  snared  by  the  Commonwealth  of 
Massachusetts  and  the  City  of  Boston.  I  might 
here  mention  that  the  present  Commissioner  of 
Public  Works,  Joseph  A.  Rourke,  and  William  H. 
Hearn,  both  of  whom  are  members  of  this  special 
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commission,  filed  a  minority  report  in  which  they 
state  that  the  city  should  not  pay  over  20  per  cent 
of  the  cost  of  this  project.  On  next  Wednesday, 
March  4,  a  committee  of  the  Legislature  will  hold 
a  hearing  on  this  project.  It  is  not  my  purpose 
to  take  up  the  time  of  this  Council  by  any  discus- 
sion of  the  advisability  of  the  cost  of  this  project; 
but  I  am  offering  this  order  at  this  time  so  that 
the  Corporation  Counsel  of  the  City  of  Boston 
may  appear  at  this  hearing  and  oppose  the  eminent 
domain  proceedings  recommended  by  this  com- 
mission until  such  time  as  there  has  been  a  legal 
partition  establishing  the  ownership  of  these  one- 
time flats.  Fort  Point  channel,  the  South  bay, 
and  Roxbury  canal  in  Colonial  days  were  sur- 
rounded by  the  towns  of  Dorchester,  Roxbury 
and  Boston;  and  under  the  Colonial  ordinances  of 
1641,  the  ownership  of  the  abutting  flats  to  the 
extent  of  100  rods  was  given  to  the  abutting 
owners  as  appurtenant  to  their  upland.  I  know 
of  only  two  ways  by  which  title  could  be  obtained 
to  these  flats, —  by  deed  or  by  adverse  possession. 
Most  of  the  flat  area  of  South  bay  has  for  many 
years  been  encompassed  by  harbor  commission 
lines,  thus  precluding  any  claim  to  ownership  by 
adverse  possession.  It  must  therefore  follow  that 
those  claiming  ownership  must  claim  title  under 
a  deed  granted  from  the  towns  of  Boston,  Dor- 
chester, or  Roxbury,  all  of  which  are  now  part  of 
the  City  of  Boston.  The  Back  Bay  fens,  the  East 
Boston  flats,  the  Charlestown  flats,  and  all  other 
flat  areas  in  Boston  and  vicinity,  have  been  legally 
partitioned  and  their  ownership  established.  The 
ordinance  under  which  the  partition  of  these  flats 
was  made  is  the  same  as  that  controlling  South 
bay.  Is  there  any  reason,  therefore,  why  the 
ownership  of  the  South  bay  flats  should  not  be 
legally  established?  As  I  stated  last  March,  when 
I  first  brought  this  matter  to  the  attention  of  the 
Council,  there  are  over  twenty  acres  of  South  bay 
flats  which  have  never  been  legally  partitioned  to 
establish  their  ownership.  I  am  not  a  lawyer,  but 
I  cannot  see  how  the  Commonwealth  of  Massa- 
chusetts can  take  any  of  these  lands  by  right  of 
eminent  domain  until  such  time  as  their  legal 
ownership  is  established.  I  am  sure  that  the  filing 
of  this  petition  with  the  Court  will  protect  the 
interests  of  the  City  of  Boston.  The  burden  of 
proof  rests  on  those  claiming  title,  and  in  the 
absence  of  any  deed  or  grant,  these  flats  must 
revert  to  the  City  of  Boston,  the  original  owner. 
In  view  of  the  large  amount  of  money  involved  in 
this  project,  I  offer  this  order,  Mr.  President,  and 
ask  suspension  of  the  rules  for  its  immediate  pas- 
sage. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


REPAVING  OF  WALDEN  STREET. 

Coun.  POWER  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,    That    the    Commissioner    of    Public 
Works  be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor, 
to  repave  with  smooth  pavement  Walden  street, 
Ward  10. 
Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


SIDEWALK  ON  PLAINFIELD  STREET. 

Coun.  ENGLERT  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  make  a  sidewalk  along  Plainfield  street, 
from  Williams  street  to  Brook  road,  both  sides, 
Ward  11,  in  front  of  the  estates  bordering  thereon; 
said  sidewalk  to  be  from  3  to  10  inches  above  the 
gutter  adjoining,  to  be  from  5  to  12  feet  in  width, 
and  to  be  built  of  artificial  stone  with  granite 
edgestones,  under  the  provisions  of  chapter  196 
of  the  Special  Acts  of  1917. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


LOAN   ORDERS  PASSED. 

President  McGRATH  called  up,  under  un- 
finished business,  Nos.  4  to  9,  inclusive,  on  the 
calendar,  viz.: 

4.  Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  8350,000  be,  and 
the  same  hereby  is,  appropriated,  to  be  expended 
under  the  direction  of  the  Fire  Commissioner  for 
new  Fire  Station,  South  Boston  district,  and  that 
to  meet  said  appropriation  the  City  Treasurer  be 


authorized  to  issue,  from  time  to  time,  upon  request 
of  the  Mayor,  bonds  or  certificates  of  indebtedness 
of  the  city  to  said  amount. 

5.  Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  8350,000  be,  and 
the  same  hereby  is,  appropriated,  to  be  expended 
under  the  direction  of  the  Police  Commissioner  for 
new  Police  Station,  West  End  district,  and  that  to 
meet  said  appropriation  the  City  Treasurer  be 
authorized  to  issue,  from  time  to  time,  upon  request 
of  the  Mayor,  bonds  or  certificates  of  indebtedness 
of  the  city  to  said  amount. 

6.  Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  $350,000  be,  and 
the  same  hereby  is,  appropriated,  to  be  expended 
under  the  direction  of  the  Police  Commissioner 
for  new  Police  Station  and  Garage,  Divisions  4 
and  5,  and  that  to  meet  said  appropriation  the 
City  Treasurer  be  authorized  to  issue,  from  time 
to  time,  upon  request  of  the  Mayor,  bonds  or 
certificates  of  indebtedness  of  the  city  to  said 
amount. 

On  February  9,  1931,  the  foregoing  orders  were 
read  once  and  passed,  yeas  19,  nays  0. 

7.  Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  $50,000  be,  and 
the  same  hereby  is,  appropriated,  to  be  expended 
under  the  direction  of  the  Park  Commission  for 
the  purchase  of  land  and  necessary  improvements 
to  provide  a  mothers'  rest  in  the  Wellington  Hill 
section  of  Ward  14,  and  that  to  meet  such  expense 
the  City  Treasurer  be  authorized  to  issue,  from 
time  to  time,  at  the  request  of  the  Mayor,  bonds 
or  certificates  of  indebtedness  of  the  city  to  said 
amount. 

8.  Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  $25,000  be,  and 
the  same  hereby  is,  appropriated,  to  be  expended 
under  the  direction  of  the  Park  Commission  for 
the  removal  of  a  ledge  on  the  John  J.  Connolly 
Playground,  Ward  11,  and  that  to  meet  such  expense 
the  City  Treasurer  be  authorized  to  issue,  from 
time  to  time,  at  the  request  of  the  Mayor,  bonds 
or  certificates  of  indebtedness  of  the  city  to  said 
amount. 

On  February  9,  1931,  the  foregoing  orders  were 
read  once  and  passed,  yeas  19,  nays  2. 

9.  Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  $25,000  be,  and 
the  same  hereby  is,  appropriated,  to  be  expended 
under  the  direction  of  the  Park  Commission  for 
the  erection  of  a  locker  building  on  Charlestown 
Heights,  and  that  to  meet  such  expense  the  City 
Treasurer  be  authorized  to  issue,  from  time  to 
time,  at  the  request  of  the  Mayor,  bonds  or  cer- 
tificates of  indebtedness  of  the  city  to  said  amount. 

On  February  16,  1931.  the  foregoing  order  was 
read  once  and  passed,  yeas  17,  nays  0. 

The  orders  were  given  their  second  and  final 
reading  and  passage,  yeas  19,  nays  0. 


LOAN   FOR   NEW   CHARITY   BUILDING. 

On  motion  of  Coun.  HEIN,  the  Council  took  up 
assignment,  viz.: 

10.  Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  $300,000  be,  and 
the  same  hereby  is,  appropriated,  to  be  expended 
under  the  direction  of  the  Overseers  of  Public 
Welfare  for  new  Charities  Administration  Build- 
ing, and  that  the  City  Treasurer  be  authorized  to 
issue,  from  time  to  time,  under  the  direction  of  the 
Mayor,  bonds  or  certificates  of  indebtedness  of 
the  city  to  said  amount. 

On  January  26,  1931,  the  foregoing  order  was 
read  once  and  passed,  yeas  21,  nays  0. 

The  order  was  given  its  second  and  final  reading 
and  passage,  yeas  18;  nay — Coun.  Fitzgerald,  1. 


LOAN   FOR  PUBLIC  GOLF   COURSE. 

On  motion  of  Coun.  BUSH,  the  Council  took 
up  assignment,  viz.: 

11.  Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  $275,000  be, 
and  the  same  hereby  is,  appropriated,  to  be 
expended  under  the  direction  of  the  Board  of 
Park  Commissioners  for  Public  Golf  Course,  and 
that  to  meet  said  appropriation  the  City  Treasurer 
be  authorized  to  issue,  from  time  to  time,  upon 
request  of  the  Mayor,  bonds  or  certificates  of 
indebtedness  of  the  city  to  said  amount. 

Coun.  BUSH — Mr.  President,  1  want  to  say  to 
the  members  of  the  Council  that  I  have  here  a 
map  of  the  proposed  golf  course  which  any  of  the 
members  of  the  Council  who  were  not  present  on 
the  outing  to  the  proposed  golf  course,  where  they 
had  an  opportunity  of  seeing  the  course  itself, 
may  look  over,  and  1  shall  be  very  glad  to  explain 
for  them  anything  that  1  can  on  the  map.    On 


85 


CITY   COUNCIL. 


Thursday,  about  two  thirds  of  the  members  of 
the  Council  were  on  the  outing.  It  was  a  nice, 
warm,  sunny  day,  following  a  snowstorm,  and  we 
took  a  position  on  one  of  the  hills  where  a  good 
part  of  the  land  could  be  seen.  I  can,  therefore, 
say  that  the  largest  part  of  the  land,  which  was 
asserted  to  be  swamp  land,  was  within  our  vision. 
I  think  the  other  members  of  the  Council  who  saw 
it  will  agree  with  me  that  it  was  far  from  a  swamp. 
In  my  opinion,  you  could  walk  all  over  it  with  a 
pair  of  ordinary  rubbers  on  the  day  when  we  were 
there,  and  that  was  following  a  thaw  after  a  fairly 
heavy  snowstorm.  The  land  itself  seems  to  be 
very  well  adapted  for  a  golf  course.  It  has  hills 
and  valleys  and  plenty  of  level  ground  for  fair- 
ways and  greens,  and  the  major  part  of  it  has 
already  been  cleared,  there  being  nothing  in  the 
way  except  some  stumps  which  will  have  to  be 
taken  out.  "While  I  am  on  this  point  I  want  to 
make  a  correction.  I  stated  in  my  report  on 
behalf  of  the  Finance  Committee  that  the  land 
cost  $136,000  and  that  there  were  to  be  further 
amounts  expended  for  small  sections  of  land  to 
square  off  the  entire  course,  one  of  these  being 
land  owned  by  Harvard  College.  I  have  just 
been  informed  by  the  Park  Commissioner  that 
the  land  which  I  said  was  proposed  to  be  taken, 
including  land  owned  by  Harvard  College,  had 
already  been  included  in  the  $136,000.  1  was 
told  by  the  Park  Commissioner  that  the  amount 
expended  for  the  original  tract  of  land  was  $112,000, 
and  that  the  $136,000  includes  practically  all  the 
rest  of  the  land  that  is  to  be  taken.  That  land 
has  been  bought  for  very  little,  a  very  slight 
fraction  over  two  cents  a  foot  for  the  entire  land. 
There  are  now  several  small  pieces  at  the  corners, 
which  would  only  serve  to  square  off  the  boundary 
lines  of  the  golf  course,  and  which  it  is  not  abso- 
lutely necessary  to  take.  If  the  land  can  be 
purchased  for  somewhere  near  the  same  price  at 
which  the  land  already  acquired  has  been  pur- 
chased, they  intend  to  go  through  with  it;  if  not, 
they  do  not  intend  to  take  it.  Then,  I  have  the 
actual  figures  of  the  amount  it  is  proposed  to 
expend  on  the  construction  of  the  course.  There 
is  another  correction  I  want  to  make.  It  was 
stated  by  one  of  the  councilors  at  the  previous 
meeting  that  the  architect  of  the  course,  Donald 
Ross,  had  stated  at  some  previous  time  in  the 
past  two  or  three  years  that  this  particular  land 
was  not  suitable  for  the  golf  course.  It  now 
transpires  that  this  land  which  has  been  acquired 
was  not  the  land  referred  to  but  land  the  other 
side  of  the  road,  and  that  he  never  made  any  such 
statement  in  reference  to  this  land  being  unsuitable 
for  a  golf  course.  The  quotation  from  the  Park 
Commissioner  is  to  the  effect  that  this  land  is 
suitable  and  adapted  to  a  golf  course  and  that 
Donald  Ross  has  stated  that  it  will  be  one  of  the 
finest  municipal  golf  courses  in  the  country. 
There  is  another  correction  that  should  be  made 
of  one  statement  that  lias  been  made  here — that 
the  road  on  West  street  is  only  as  wide  as  that 
table.  1  would  say  that  we  saw  it  ourselves  and 
that  it  is  20  feet  wide,  and  also  that  the  city  owns 
in  addition  to  that  30  feet  beyond  the  road  and 
that  at  some  future  date  the  road  will  be  a  50-foot 
highway.  At  the  present  time,  however,  that 
road  is  20  feet  in  width,  being  as  wide  as  a  good 
many  of  our  state  roads,  and  it  affords  convenient 
access  to  the  golf  course.  The  actual  specific 
figures  for  the  various  items  of  expenditure  on  the 
course  are  as  follows:  $109,000  for  72,666!  cubic 
yards  of  loam,  which  will  be  spread  about  6  inches 
deep  on  two-thirds  of  the  area.  It  was  stated  to 
me  by  one  of  the  members  of  the  Council  who  is  a 
florist  and  who  is  opposed  to  this  measure,  that 
he  himself  paid  in  his  business  25  cents  a  bushel 
for  loam.  A  bushel  is  about  17}  inches  square 
and  about  11 J  inches  deep,  which  would  give 
approximately  4  cubic  feet.  There  are  27  cubic 
feet  in  a  cubic  yard,  and  the  city  is  paying 
$1.50  per  cubic  yard  for  this  loam.  There  are 
10,000  cubic  yards  of  boulder  and  ledge  excavation 
to  be  made,  estimated  at  $3  per  cubic  yard,  making 
a  total  of  .$30,000  for  that  purpose.  Then,  40,000 
cubic  yards  of  earth  excavation  will  have  to  be 
made,  at  $1  a  cubic  yard,  or  $40,000  for  that  item. 
I  have  been  given  to  understand  that  the  purpose 
of  this  excavation  is  that  the  hills  are  a  trifle  too 
steep  for  golf  and  that  some  excavation  will  be 
required,  and  grading.  Eight  thousand  feet  of 
water  pipe,  at  $1.50  per  foot,  will  cost  $12,000. 
That  is  $1.50  per  foot,  laid.  The  drainage  will 
cost  $25,000;  sand,  $2,000;  and  seed  and  fertilizer, 
$5,000;  parking  area,  $10,000,  and  club  house 
$40,000;  and  it  is  intended  to  make  a  bridle  trail 


all  around  the  edge  of  the  golf  course,  for  horse- 
back riding,  which  will  cost  $2,000, — making  a 
total  of  $275,000.  The  Park  Commissioner  also 
showed  the  members  of  the  Council  a  list  of  men 
who  have  actually  been  employed  on  the  golf 
course,  totaling  293  men,  and  he  stated  these 
men  would  be  kept  employed  on  that  course  for 
approximately  three  weeks  more. 

A  VOICE  IN  THE  GALLERY— Temporary 
men. 

President  McGRATH — The  gentlemen  in  the 
gallery  are  guests  of  the  Council  and  are  not  to 
interrupt  any  of  the  speakers  on  the  floor. 

Coun.  BUSH — A  great  deal  of  the  work  ob- 
viously cannot  be  done  by  day  labor  employed 
by  the  city,  as  such  men  are  not  accustomed  to 
some  of  the  type  of  work  to  be  done.  The  men 
at  work  cutting  down  the  trees  have  done  fairly 
well  considering  their  lack  of  experience.  Very, 
very  few  of  them  were  experienced  woodsmen. 

A  VOICE  IN  THE  GALLERY— Ten  per 
cent! 

President  McGRATH— Will  the  gentleman  in 
the  gallery  refrain  from  interrupting  the  speaker? 
He  is  here  as  a  guest  of  the  Council  and  other 
people  in  the  gallery  seem  to  be  governing  them- 
selves as  they  should. 

Coun.  BUSH — Mr.  President,  it  is  obviously 
impossible  for  these  men  to  do  all  the  work.  The 
laying  of  the  drain  pipes,  for  example,  as  I  under- 
stand it,  will  have  to  be  done  by  contract;  the 
excavation  of  the  boulders  will  have  to  be  done 
by  contract.  Some  of  the  work  will  require  some 
heavy  blasting,  and  they  will  not  be  able  to  have 
that  done  by  day  labor,  as  it  is  special  work. 
The  Park  Commissioner  further  stated  that  if 
it  were  attempted  to  do  all  the  work  by  temporary 
labor,  it  would  require  a  considerably  larger 
expenditure  than  has  been  indicated.  But  he  said 
that  he  would  come  well  within  the  appropriation 
if  he  was  permitted  to  perform  part  of  the  work 
under  contract.  I  have  here  a  schedule  of  what 
has  been  spent  up  to  February  10,  1931.  The 
unexpended  balance  of  the  original  appropriation 
of  $225,000  on  that  date  was  $61,706.95.  I  have 
here  an  itemized  list  of  all  the  expenditures,  and 
a  very  small  proportion,  comparatively,  has  been 
spent  for  materials.  Some  has  been  spent  for 
tools,  and  all  the  rest  has  been  spent  for  labor, 
with  the  exception  of  the  item  for  land,  which  was 
$112,400,  spent  for  land  purchased  from  Aaron 
Smith, — 5,417,417  square  feet, — and  then  there 
was  this  further  land  belonging  to  Harvard  College, 
369,600  square  feet,  or  about  8J  acres,  for  which 
$12,600  was  paid.  There  are  three  small  parcels 
still  to  be  purchased  to  square  off  the  golf  course, 
if  they  can  be  acquired  at  a  reasonable  price. 
One  is  175,000  square  feet,  about  four  acres,  at 
one  corner;  another  a  lot  of  141,000  square  feet, 
or  about  3.2  acres,  at  another  corner;  and  another 
piece  of  189,000  square  feet,  about  3.3  acres, 
which  will  still  have  to  be  purchased  if  it  is  desired 
to  square  off  the  course.  There  is  another  front- 
age on  West  street,  of  over  1,000  feet  at  one  point 
and  of  several  hundred  feet  at  another  point, 
providing  adequate  ingress  and  egres3  to  the 
course.  It  is  particularly  advisable  that  the 
ingress  and  egress  should  be  at  a  stipulated  point 
rather  than  have  people  coming  on  and  going  off 
the  golf  course  at  all  sorts  of  places,  if  a  proper 
regulation  course  is  to  be  made.  I  shall  be  glad 
to  try  to  answer  any  questions  that  members  of 
the  Council  may  wish  to  ask. 

Coun.  ARNOLD — Mr.  President,  I  would  like 
to  ask  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Finance 
if  these  three  parcels  he  has  named  as  being 
necessary  to  square  off  the  course  are  owned  by 
the  same  parties  from  whom  the  original  purchase 
was  made? 

Coun.  BUSH — No.  One  of  the  pieces  is  owned 
by  a  party  named  Blake.  I  don't  know  who  owns 
another  piece  down  here;  the  third  piece  I  refer  to 
is  owned  by  the  Dorchester  Second  Church,  and 
no  difficulty  is  anticipated  in  obtaining  that  piece. 
The  Park  Commissioner  told  me  that  he  went  to 
Mr.  Shattuck,  who  is  the  treasurer  of  Harvard 
College,  in  regard  to  the  really  most  important 
piece  wre  had  to  have,  a  piece  fronting  on  West 
street,  and  Mr.  Shattuck  merely  asked  him  the 
price  that  had  been  paid  for  the  other  land.  When 
informed  that  a  fraction  over  2  cents  a  foot  had 
been  paid,  Mr.  Shattuck  said,  "That  is  all  we 
want  for  ours,"  and  that  immediately  closed  the 
deal.  So  that  this  plot  of  369,600  square  feet  was 
obtained  by  the  city  at  the  same  price  that  the 
previous  entire  acreage  had  been  bought  for. 

Coun.  WILSON— Mr.  President,  I  will  not  en- 
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deavor  to  attempt  to  qualify  as  an  expert  in  refer- 
ence to  the  spreading  of  loam  or  other  material, 
but  would  simply  point  out  that  certainly  now  no 
one  can  reproach  the  City  Council  with  not  taking 
sufficient  time  to  ascertain  facts  which  would  en- 
able them  to  approach  action  on  this  subject  with 
their  eyes  open;  and  I  am  sure  that  neither  the 
Park  Commissioner  nor  his  Honor,  the  Mayor, 
would  ask  the  Council  to  do  otherwise  than  to 
obtain  all  the  facts  possible  in  order  to  properly 
use  intelligence,  on  a  matter  involving  the  expendi- 
ture of  this  amount  of  money.  This  matter  was 
held  up  two  weeks  ago  because  of  the  lack  of  in- 
formation on  our  part  of  certain  facts.  It  has  been 
stated  here  that  an  expert  on  laying  out  golf 
courses  had  said  within  two  years  that  this  tract  of 
land  was  absolutely  and  unalterably  of  no  use  as 
a  golf  course;  and  it  has  also  been  stated  that  this 
particular  tract  of  land,  if  acquired,  could  be  con- 
structed as  a  golf  course  at  a  cost  of  approximately 
$125,000.  Having  these  statements  in  mind  and 
having  also  in  mind  this  order  now  before  us 
appropriating  money  to  the  tune  of  $275,000,  and 
having  in  mind  also  the  suggestion,  made  at  the 
meeting,  that  the  course  would  not  even  be  ac- 
cessible from  the  road,  I  insist  that  the  Council 
use  excellent  judgment  in  demanding  further  de- 
tails. As  the  one  who  put  in  the  original  order, 
that  made  possible  the  purchase  of  the  land  on 
which  the  course  would  be  constructed,  and  as 
one  who  two  weeks  ago  insisted  on  further  figures 
and  further  information,  I  now  wish  to  have  it 
appear  as  a  matter  of  record  that  Mr.  Donald 
Ross  was  then  inadvertently  misquoted;  that 
although  it  was  said  that  he  had  stated  that  this 
tract  of  land  was  absolutely  unsuitable  for  a  golf 
course,  his  statement  to  that  effect  was  made  with 
reference  to  an  entirely  different  tract.  That 
fact,  however,  was  not  made  clear  at  the  time.  I 
also  understand  now  from  the  Park  Commissioner, 
in  connection  with  this  proposed  appropriation  of 
$275,000,  that  he  is  flatly  willing  to  stand  on 
record,  despite  statements  which  have  been  made 
to  the  contrary,  that  the  course  can  be  absolutely 
and  unquestionably  completed  for  not  more  than 
$275,000,  thereby  insuring  to  Boston  a  golf  course 
second  to  none  in  the  country  and  built  by  a  man 
who  is  now  quoted  correctly  as  stating  that  it  is 
a  proper  place  for  a  golf  course.  Mr.  Long  also 
pointed  out  that  there  were  upwards  of  300  labor- 
ers there,  and  that  they  are  as  good  a  set  of  laborers 
as  there  have  been  in  the  Park  Department  dur- 
ing his  career  as  the  head  of  the  department. 
Therefore,  in  voting  for  this  order  today  I  am 
influenced  by  three  reasons.  In  the  first  place, 
upwards  of  300  laborers  are  now  actually  engaged 
in  laboring  work  on  the  course.  We  are  assured 
by  Mr.  Long  that  there  will  be  no  immediate 
change.  We  understand  that  there  are  practically 
300  men,  mostly  veterans  and  men  with  families, 
who  will  be  there  at  work  for  a  while  yet;  that 
there  is  some  additional  work  that  will  necessarily 
have  to  be  done  by  contractors,  and  some  material 
will  have  to  be  furnished.  I  will  make  this  state- 
ment now,  that  while  I  agree  that  it  is  probably 
necessary  that  contractors  should  do  some  of  this 
work  there  will,  in  my  opinion,  be  absolutely  no 
excuse  for  contractors  working  for  the  City  of 
Boston  on  a  project  of  this  kind  employing  men 
who  are  not  citizens  on  these  particular  jobs. 
Being  assured,  therefore,  of  those  facts,  and  being 
assured  that  the  work  be  completed  for  $275,000 
or  less,  and  finally  for  the  same  reason  that  in- 
fluenced me  to  a  certain  extent  two  years  ago 
when  I  voted  for  the  project,  that  it  had  been 
brought  in  some  newspaper  or  pamphlet  that  the 
golf  course,  the  same  as  the  golf  course  now  at 
Franklin  Park,  will  be  absolutely  an  income-pro- 
ducing proprosition,  I  shall  vote  for  the  order 
today.  Taking  the  revenue  figures  given  us  for 
the  Franklin  Park  course,  I  understand  that  this 
course  will  pay  for  itself  inside  of  fifteen  years,  and 
that  there  will  be  a  yearly  income  of  not  less  than 
$25,000  or  $30,000,  which  can  be  spent  on  other 
parts  of  the  city.  So  I  say,  after  the  two  weeks' 
delay  with  the  consequent  opportunity  to  look 
into  this  matter,  we  are  now  in  a  position  to  vote 
on  the  project,  having  been  given  the  figures  and 
facts.  I  believe  we  can  rely  on  the  statements 
which  have  been  made  by  Donald  Boss,  the  archi- 
tect, and  Mr.  Long,  in  whom  I  have  absolute 
confidence  when  he  says  that  this  golf  course  can 
be  completed  within  the  proposed  expenditure  of 
$275,000.  I  am,  therefore,  prepared  to  vote  for 
the  order  today. 

Coun.  FITZGERALD— Mr.  President,  1  would 
like   to   ask   the   chairman   of   the   Committee   on 


Finance  a  question.  At  the  previous  meeting 
of  the  Council  when  this  matter  was  discussed, 
one  of  the  reasons  why  i  opposed  the  order  was 
my  fear,  from  what  1  had  been  told,  that  the 
city  would  spend  upwards  of  a  million  dollars — 
and  I  so  expressed  my  opinion  and  belief  at  the 
time — before  the  course  was  completed.  Did 
the  Park  Commissioner  give  the  committee, 
when  they  viewed  this  tract  of  land,  assurance 
that  this  would  be  a  sufficient  amount  of  money, 
the  amount  now  being  asked  for,  to  cover  the 
cost  of  getting  additional  land  and  building 
this  golf  course?  In  other  words,  will  there 
be  more  than  the  $275,000  required? 

Coun.  BUSH — Mr.  President,  I  believe  I 
answered  that  question  in  my  previous  remarks. 
The  question  was  asked  of  the  Park  Commis- 
sioner whether  more  money  would  be  needed, 
or  whether  he  would  be  able  to  keep  within  the 
appropriation,  and  he  said  that  he  could  keep 
well  within  the  appropriation,  provided  he  did 
not  have  to  do  the  entire  job  by  day  labor,  if 
he  could  let  out  some  of  it  by  contract.  If  it 
had  to  be  all  done  by  inexperienced  day  labor, 
he  could  not  tell  what  it  might  cost. 

Coun.  FITZGERALD— Mr.  President,  I  do 
not  want  now  or  at  any  time  to  cast  my  vote  on  a 
matter  coming  before  the  body  in  such  a  way 
that  men  would  be  thrown  out  of  employment 
or  prevented  from  getting  employment.  I  realize, 
however,  that  no  matter  how  I  vote  on  the  ques- 
tion it  will  make  little  difference,  because  1  am 
satisfied,  from  what  I  have  seen  in  newspaper 
articles  and  from  what  I  know  apart  from  that, 
that  the  Council  as  a  body  is  ready  to  vote  for 
this  proposition.  My  objection  from  the  first 
has  been  that  I  did  not  want  to  see  a  lot  of  the 
city's  money  spent  under  the  guise  of  relieving 
unemployment,  and  then  later  have  the  Council 
obliged  to  meet  the  question  of  why  it  voted  to 
spend  so  much  money  when  it  became  evident 
that  very  little  unemployment  was  relieved  and 
when  it  was  made  clear  how  badly  managed  the 
affair  was.  We  haVe  been  hearing  that  cry  of 
relieving  unemployment  continually;  it  has  been 
used  in  connection  with  every  measure  of  any 
magnitude  that  has  come  before  the  body.  We 
have  been  asked  to  spend  millions  for  this,  that 
and  the  other  thing,  at  the  expense  of  the  house 
owners,  the  real  estate,  of  this  city,  and  the  ques- 
tion must  arise  in  the  mind  of  any  thinking  man 
where  this  thing  is  going  to  stop.  It  cannot  go 
on  forever.  We  see  the  situation  that  Fall  Biver 
is  in  today,  and  if  we  are  not  careful  Boston  and 
other  Gities  will  be  facing  the  same  fate.  Real 
estate  cannot  bear  the  entire  burden  of  these 
things.  And  we  are  now  told  that  Boston  must 
have  a  golf  course,  and  the  argument  of  relieving 
unemployment  is  again  advanced.  On  the  7th 
of  October  last  I  introduced  an  order  into  the 
Council  urging  upon  his  Honor  the  Mayor  and 
the  Park  Commissioner  and  others  having  author- 
ity, the  opening  of  negotiations  with  the  Com- 
monwealth to  take  over  the  Stony  Brook  Reserva- 
tion adjoining  this  land  for  this  purpose.  But 
nothing  was  done  on  that.  I  spoke  in  the  body 
before  about  this  being  Bonelli-Adams  land,  but 
we  are  now  given  to  understand  that  this  so-called 
Aaron  Smith  is  the  supposed  owner  of  the  land. 
Now,  the  councilor,  the  chairman  of  the  Committee 
on  Finance,  says  that  this  land  is  not  a  swamp 

Coun.  BUSH — Mr.  President,  may  I  make  a 
statement  at  this    point? 

President  McGRATH — If  the  councilor  from 
the  West  End  yields. 

Coun.  BUSH— Mr.  President,  I  feel  that  this 
is  a  statement  which  should  be  made  at  this  point, 
in  order  to  correct  the  record  in  the  matter  of 
Aaron  Smith.  It  was  explained  to  me  by  the 
Park  Commissioner  that  Aaron  Smith  was  the 
attorney  for  the  Grew  estate;  that  while  Bonelli- 
Adams  got  a  very  small  portion  of  it  that  had 
nothing  whatever  to  do  with  the  large  lot  of  land 
that  the  city  acquired  of  the  Grew  estate,  and  that 
Aaron  Smith  was  simply  an  attorney  representing 
the  Grew  estate,  the  deal  being  finally  made 
direct  with  the  parties  themselves,  and  Aaron 
Smith  being  simply  a  straw  man  in  whose  name 
the  land  is  recorded.     That  is  all. 

Coun.  FITZGERALD— Mr.  President,  I  stated 
at  the  meeting  of  the  Council  when  this  matter 
was  discussed  before  that  we  had  committed 
ourselves  to  this  proposition  and  would  probably 
have  to  go  through.  But  the  question  in  my 
mind  is  this:  The  members  of  the  Council  must 
necessarily  rely  upon  heads  of  departments  to  a 
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certain  extent  in  these  matters;  they  must  rely 
upon  engineers  employed  by  the  city  and  other 
officials  engaged  by  the  city  when  these  proposi- 
tions are  placed  before  the  City  Council  for  action. 
We  cannot  always  find  time  to  look  into  these 
matters,  and  especially  in  times  like  these,  when 
there  is  so  much  unemployment  and  when  people 
claim  that  the  only  way  to  furnish  employment 
is  through  public  works,  it  seems  to  me  that  we 
must  very  carefully  scan  projects  advanced  under 
the  claim  that  they  will  furnish  employment;  that 
we  must  use  our  judgment,  our  common  sense,  in 
deciding  what  those  things  really  mean.  Of 
course,  when  we  are  dealing  with  a  man  of  the 
type  of  Henry  L.  Shattuck,  we  know  that  we  are 
dealing  with  a  man  of  the  highest  integrity.  We 
know  that  that  was  so  when  he  figured  in  connec- 
tion with  the  Exchange  street  transaction,  that 
although  he  was  one  of  those  interested  financially, 
he  boldly  came  before  the  Finance  Commission 
and  gave  it  as  his  opinion  that  the  thing  was 
absolutely  wrong.  The  land  owned  by  Harvard 
College  was  far  superior  to  that  owned  by  Bonelli- 
Adams.  Still,  he  said  that  he  would  take  the  same 
price,  two  cents  and  a  fraction  a  foot,  because  he  is 
an  honest  man.  Of  course,  we  know  the  position 
of  Harvard  College  in  these  matters  from  genera- 
tion to  generation.  Neither  would  I  feel  that 
there  would  be  any  question  as  to  a  proper  price 
being  asked  for  the  land  owned  by  the  First 
Church,  vacant  land  which  has  been  in  their 
possession  from  time  immemorial.  But,  however, 
lest  people  get  a  wrong  impression  of  my  stand, 
let  me  say  that  I  made  some  investigation  of  the 
matter.  Of  course  there  was  a  deal.  The  deal 
was  made  under  the  Nichols  administration, 
and  nobody  would  accuse  those  connected  with 
that  administration  of  being  angels  or  having 
wings.  But  Mayor  Nichols  refused  to  go  through 
withthis  thing.  That  is  the  fact,  that  he  did  not 
do  it.  I  know  something  about  the  matter. 
This  land  of  the  Grew  estate,  229  acres,  was  incor- 
porated on  October  2,  1930.  The  papers  of 
incorporation  were  filed  at  the  State  House.  No 
doubt  you  gentlemen  representing  Wards  19,  20 
and  18,  know  about  the  situation,  and  about  the 
schemes  that  they  have  been  trying  to  put  through 
out  there.  As  you  know,  circulars  have  been 
sent  out  with  an  idea  of  having  some  of  the  land 
bought  for  playgrounds,  and  that  sort  of  thing, 
and  there  again,  in  spite  of  the  fact  that  most  of 
the  money  appropriated  would  be  used  to  purchase 
the  land,  they  have  tried  to  interest  members  of 
the  City  Council  under  the  guise  of  its  being  some- 
thing that  would  help  relieve  the  unemployment 
situation.  I  am  informed  that  this  land  was 
originally  owned  by  the  Grew  estate;  that  295 
acres  were  sold  by  the  Grew  trustees  to  White  for 
$10,  paid  down  to  bind  the  bargain,  with  a  mort- 
gage of  §195,000  back  to  the  said  White.  I 
understand  that  many  parcels  have  been  released. 
The  Grew  mansion  was  valued  at  approximately 
$17,000  above  the  land,  and  it  was  also  included 
in  the  sale.  There  have  been  many  releases  from 
the  mortgage;  and  White  also  gave  back  a  second 
mortgage  to  Farnsworth  et  al.,  who  are  really  the 
Bonelli-Adams  Company.  White,  1  am  informed, 
sold  to  Bonelli,  who  sold  to  Grew,  who  sold  to  the 
Boston  District  Development  Corporation,  which 
in  turn  sold  a  part  of  the  original  tract  to  the  city. 
It  is  my  opinion  from  reading  the  records  that 
the  probably  selling  price  of  the  original  295 
acres  from  Grew  et  al.  was  not  more  than  $195,000, 
and  of  this  sum  there  was  no  cash  paid.  I  said 
earlier  that  there  was  something  wrong  about  the 
thing.  They  have  been  booming  the  golf  course 
idea  and  representing  that  this  was  the  only  place 
for  a  golf  course.  Of  course,  it  may  be  hard  to 
get  a  golf  course,  but  I  have  already  suggested 
that  it  might  be  possible  to  use,  if  you  want  a  golf 
course,  a  part  of  the  Stony  Brook  Reservation. 
No  attention  was  paid  to  that  idea,  however.  The 
city  does  not  seem  to  be  interested  in  property 
which  it  owns  and  which  might  be  used  for  some  of 
these  purposes.  With  the  state  it  is  different. 
There  is  now  in  the  Legislature  a  bill,  Senate  No. 
124,  authorizing  the  Metropolitan  District  Com- 
mission to  construct  and  maintain  a  public  golf 
course  and  service  buildings  in  that  part  of  the 
Blue  Hills  Reservation  known  as  the  Redman 
Farm.  The  state  tries  to  use  for  these  projects 
land  that  it  already  had,  and  it  is  proposed  to 
spend  under  this  bill  $80,000  on  this  Blue  Hill 
Reservation  land  for  the  construction,  mainte- 
nance, and  operation  of  a  public  golf  course, 
including  locker  and  service  buildings.  But,  you 
see,  it  is  on  statejo\vned  land.     The  city,  when  it 


has  property  it  really  needs  sells  it,  and  then  goes 
into  the  market  for  other  and  more  expensive 
property.  You  see,  the  state  does  things  a  little 
differently  from  the  City  of  Boston.  The  poor 
old  city  pays  all  the  bills,  in  the  final  analysis. 
The  City  Council,  when  projects  are  brought 
before  it,  have  to  depend  on  city  departments  and 
engineers  and  that  sort  of  thing,  and  we  are  not 
always  able  to  go  as  deeply  into  these  things  as 
we  should.  We  know  how  we  were  fooled  on  Tam- 
worth  street,  where  certain  counsel  represented 
both  sides,  and  when  the  matter  was  brought  up  in 
court  before  Judge  Whiting,  it  appeared  that  that 
same  counsel  was  engaged  to  pilot  the  thing  through 
the  City  Council.  And  there  again,  the  thing 
was  done  under  the  guise  of  relieving  unemploy- 
ment! I  don't  know  how  the  City  Council  is 
going  to  stand  for  being  tossed  around  and 
expected  to  vote  for  everything  upon  which  the 
taxpayers'  money  is  to  be  spent,  regardless  of  the 
merits  of  the  proposition.  We  all  know  what  is 
happening  in  Fall  River  and  in  other  cities  of  the 
country,  as  a  result  of  reckless  expenditures,  and 
if  that  sort  of  thing  is  going  to  keep  up  here,  it  will 
not  be  long  before  we  will  have  to  have  a  city  comp- 
troller here  or  a  commission  running  the  city. 
Things  went  along  in  this  same  way  during  the 
four  years  of  the  Nichols  administration.  We  were 
then  told  that  it  was  necessary  to  move  the  hospital 
from  Long  Island  up  here  to  the  city — and  there 
again  the  argument  was  that  it  would  relieve  un- 
employment. Vast  sums  of  money  are  passed 
here  meeting  after  meeting  under  that  guise.  We 
passed  an  order  for  $300,000  earlier  in  the  session 
for  the  charity  building  down  in  the  West  End. 
1  realize  that  individual  objection  is  of  no  avail.  I 
represent  that  part  of  the  city,  have  spent  my 
life  there,  and  everybody  knows  that  that  is  a  raw 
proposition.  You  cannot  camouflage  it  under  the 
guise  of  unemployment.  If  you  go  down  there 
now  you  will  find  two  private  floors  given  over  to 
private  organizations.  At  the  most  it  is  only  a 
temporary  relief  measure,  taking  the  back  yard 
of  the  Chardon  street  building  and  spending 
S300.000  to  put  an  addition  on  it,  just  in  the  back 
yard,  whereas  across  the  street  they  own  an 
immense  property  which  could  be  improved  in  a 
really  worth-while  way  and  be  a  permanent  thing; 
and  there  would  be  an  opportunity  to  do  some- 
thing to  help  poor  consumptives  and  people  need- 
ing hospital  treatment  aside  from  the  use  of  the 
so-called  portable  schoolhouses  in  the  city.  We 
see  a  city  owned  school  sold  to  the  New  England 
Telephone  Company,  surrendering  a  valuable 
piece  of  property  that  is  needed,  at  public  auction. 
And  the  City  Council  sits  quietly  while  these 
things  are  going  on.  I  am  only  one  member  here, 
but  I  want  certain  people  to  understand  that  1 
know  what  is  going  on,  that  I  don't  believe  in  the 
methods  they  are  using,  and  if  they  don't  treat  the 
Council  fairly,  openly  and  above  board,  we  should 
let  the  people  understand  it.  Mr.  President,  for  a 
long  time  these  same  pieces  of  land  in  question 
have  been  attempted  to  be  saddled  on  the  City  of 
Boston — and  1  am  not  now  talking  about  the  land 
that  was  owned  by  Harvard  College  or  the  First 
Church.  Several  efforts  have  been  made.  The 
first  was  without  success.  They  have  tried  to 
have  them  taken  for  the  poor  of  the  city;  they 
tried  to  get  the  land  taken  for  a  veterans'  hospital, 
but  it  was  not  taken  in  spite  of  all  the  arguments 
they  used.  You  can  find  the  arguments  for  the 
taking  on  file  with  the  Veterans'  Bureau.  They 
were  told,  "  Vou  can  dig  stone  enough  out  of  this 
land  to  erect  your  buildings."  And  they  will  tell 
you  now  that  there  is  no  stone.  Those  are  not 
my  words  but  the  words  of  a  report  that  is  on  file. 
When  they  found  that  they  couldn't  browbeat  the 
honest  man  representing  the  veterans  they  ap- 
pealed to  the  powers  that  be  in  Washington,  trying 
to  interest  them  in  the  matter,  and  they  did  send 
on  here  and  investigate  the  thing,  the  committee 
reporting  that  the  land  was  useless  and  that  the 
hospital  should  not  go  there.  They  tried  in  vain 
to  convince  them,  but  General  Hines  was  one  of  the 
men  who  looked  into  the  matter,  and  he  went  back 
to  Washington  and  reported  against  it,  although 
1  think  he  would  have  liked  to  see  the  hospital 
around  Boston.  But  they  refused  to  take  it.  and 
one  of  the  arguments  of  tnose  who  tried  to  dispose 
of  it  was  that  there  was  stone  enough  there  easily 
accessible  to  build  the  building.  Yes,  Mr.  Presi- 
dent, and  there  is  stone  enough  there  to  build  all 
the  cellars  in  the  City  of  Boston  for  the  next  fifty 
years!  1  am  somewhat  of  the  opinion  of  Councilor 
Wilson  in  regard  to  this  matter  of  unemployment. 
We  know  how  people  feel  at  the  present  time  and 
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we  don't  want  to  be  the  cause  of  disturbing  any 
man  in  his  position;  but  if  what  I  am  saying  will 
have  any  bearing  on  the  future  as  affecting  some  of 
the  things  that  have  been  coming  before  the  Coun- 
cil under  the  guise  of  relieving  unemployment,  I 
feel  that  it  will  have  done  some  good.  If  it  will 
influence  members  in  the  future  in  not  appropriat- 
ing money  unless  it  is  really  needed,  it  will  have 
done  some  good.  I  feel  also  for  the  man  who  owns 
real  estate.  He  has  to  bear  a  pretty  hard  burden 
these  days.  Perhaps  he  is  carrying  a  cooperative 
bank  mortgage  or  a  savings  bank  mortgage  on  his 
house,  is  a  working  man  in  a  private  concern,  and 
may  have  been  thrown  out  of  employment  and 
forced  out  on  the  street,  trying  to  get  a  job  at  any- 
thing that  comes  along,  in  order  to  support  his 
wife  and  children  and  help  carry  the  burden  of  his 
home.  Many  of  these  men  are  in  a  hard  position, 
and  have  not  only  poverty  but  sickness  to  deal 
\vith.  I  feel  that  they  should  have  as  much  con- 
sideration as  others.  We  are  all  in  the  same 
community  and  the  great  majority  who  are  in 
private  employment  are  in  many  cases  suffering 
much  more  than  those  on  the  public  pay  rolls. 
The  man  on  the  public  pay  roll  must  be  protected, 
but  many  men  who  have  worked  for  twenty  or 
twenty-five  years  in  private  concerns,  such  as 
R.  H.  White's,  S.  S.  Pierce's  and  others,  are  for 
the  time  being  thrown  out  of  employment.  They 
have  no  such  opportunity  as  is  offered  those  who 
are  on  the  public  pay  roll,  they  have  no  chance  for 
a  pension.  No  men  in  public  life  appeal  for  them, 
and  still  the  brunt  of  these  expenses  comes  on  them. 
When  millions  upon  millions  are  expended  from 
the  public  treasury,  those  men  must  do  their  share 
in  paying  the  bills,  with  no  hope  of  recompense; 
and  many  of  these  appropriations  of  millions  of  the 
city's  money  that  we  make  just  on  the  say-so  of 
some  good  fellow,  is  an  additional  burden  on  the 
backs  of  those  people. 

Coun.  BUSH — Mr.  President,  1  don't  want  to 
enter  into  any  controversy  with  the  councilor 
from  the  West  End  (Coun.  Fitzgerald),  but  1 
would  point  out  the  mere  fact  that  this  Grew 
land,  which  may  not  have  been  suitable  for  a 
veterans'  hospital, — and  I  may  agree  with  him 
that  it  was  not  suitable  for  that  purpose, — may 
be  very  adaptable  for  the  present  proposed  pur- 
pose. The  mere  fact  that  it  is  not  suitable  for  a 
veterans'  hospital  does  not  mean  that  it  is  un- 
suitable for  golf.  I  want  to  quote  the  Park 
Commissioner,  who  says: 

"The  land  purchased  is  the  largest  and  only 
available  vacant  land  within  the  city  limits. 
Naturally,  it  is  of  a  wooded,  rocky  and  swampy 
nature.  It  lies  between  West  Roxbury  and  Hyde 
Park  and  is  what  was  formerly  known  as  Grew's 
woods.  An  appropriation  was  passed  by  your 
honorable  body  some  time  ago  to  the  amount  of 
$225,000  for  the  purchase  of  available  land  with 
an  easy  accessibility  to  Boston.  The  cost  of 
same  is  estimated  at  $136,000,  and  the  labor  for 
development  of  this  land  will  use  up  the  balance 
of  the  amount  appropriated  —  $225,000.  The 
city  employed  one  of  the  best. golf  experts  in  the 
country,  namely,  Donald  Ross,  who  has  probably 
laid  out  more  golf  courses  than  any  five  men  in  the 
world.  His  plans  have  been  very  carefully  gone 
over  by  me,  both  on  the  grounds  and  in  my  office. 
He  states  that  on  the  completion  of  the  con- 
struction work  we  will  have  the  best  municipal 
golf  course  in  the  country.  I  have  to  agree  with 
him.  As  I  visualize  it,  the  City  of  Boston  will 
have  a  course  that  the  citizens  will  be  well  proud 
of." 

To  correct  what  I  said  previously  with  reference 
to  the  frontage  on  West  street,  there  are  three 
different  frontages,  one  of  400  feet,  one  of  100  feet 
and  one  of  200  feet,  and  the  Harvard  College  piece 
of  land  has  a  frontage  of  570  feet — making  a 
total  of  1,270  feet  on  West  street.  There  is  one 
more  item  that  I  want  to  elaborate  on,  and  that  is 
the  $1.50  per  cubic  yard  for  loam.  The  estimate 
is  for  the  loam  all  spread  on  the  ground, —  not  for 
the  loam  alone  but  for  the  loam  all  spread  on  the 
ground.  The  fact  that  one  of  our  colleagues  in 
the  Council,  a  florist,  says  that  he  pays  $1.75  a  cubic 
yard  for  loam,  would  seem  to  indicate  that  the 
price  stated  here  is  very  reasonable,  $1.50  a  cubic 
yard. 

Coun.  KELLY — Mr.  President,  I  am  very  much 
interested,  and  have  always  been  interested  since 
I  assumed  office,  in  helping  the  unemployed,  but 
I  am  sick  and  tired  of  seeing  millions  of  dollars 
spent  and  conditions  getting  worse.  I  think 
that  is  the  state  of  affairs,  I  don't  care  who  says 


anything  to  the  contrary.  Conditions  are  getting 
worse.  The  last  census  regarding  the  unemployed 
showed  that  they  has  increased  four  per  cent  from 
the  time  of  the  previous  census.  I  disagree  with 
Councilor  Wilson  of  Dorchester  when  he  says 
that  300  men  are  employed  on  the  golf  links. 
He  may  have  been  misinformed.  The  Park 
Commissioner  told  me  that  172  men  were  em- 
ployed on  this  part  of  the  work.  Now,  I  am 
interested  in  knowing,  if  we  vote  for  this  $275,000, 
for  how  much  longer  a  time  these  172  men  will  be 
retained  at  work,  and  how  many  more  will  be, 
added?  In  the  first  appropriation  of  $225,000, 
$136,000,  or  approximately  that  amount,  was 
used  for  the  purchase  of  land,  leaving  approxi- 
mately $90,000  to  be  expended  for  wages  to  day 
laborers.  With  $90,000  spent  for  wages  of  day 
laborers,  we  find  only  172  men  working,  and 
probably  to  continue  working  for  but  a  short  time. 
I  want  to  bring  out  this  fact.  In  this  additional 
item  of  $275,000  we  are  asked  by  the  Mayor  to 
pass,  I  find  that  there  are  seven  major  items.  The 
chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Finance  informs 
me  that  three  of  those  items  are  going  to  be  let 
out  by  contract, — namely,  drainage,  blasting  and 
excavating,  at  sums  of  $25,000,  $30,000  and 
$40,000,  respectively,  making  a  total  of  close  to 
$100,000.  We  find  that  $40,000  is  going  to  be 
spent  for  a  club  house,  that  $10,000  is  to  be  spent 
for  a  parking  area,  and  that  $109,000  is  to  be 
spent  for  72,666f  cubic  yards  of  loam.  We 
find  out,  further,  that  $12,000  is  going  to  be  spent 
for  water  pipe.  I  wonder  if  the  chairman  of  the 
Committee  on  Finance  can  answer  me  this  question: 
On  the  four  remaining  items  of  the  seven,  is  day 
labor  going  to  be  continued  to  be  used  as  it  is 
today? 

Coun.  BUSH — What  are  you  referring  to? 

Coun.  KELLY — The  remaining  four  items  after 
the  ones  I  have  referred  to  are  taken  care  of  by 
contract. 

Coun.  BUSH — Mr.  President,  it  must  be  obvious 
to  the  councilor  or  anybody  else — it  is  certainly 
obvious  to  the  other  members,  Councilor  Kelly, 
if  it  is  not  obvious  to  you — that  a  clubhouse  can- 
not be  built  by  day  labor.  I  don't  know  about 
the  building,  of  course.  I  was,  however,  informed 
by  the  Park  Commissioner  that  day  labor  would 
be  employed  wherever  it  was  possible  and  as  long 
as  it  was  possible  to  do  so  without  detriment  to  the 
city;  that  if  the  entire  job  was  to  be  done  by  inex- 
perienced day  labor  nobody  could  estimate  how 
much  it  might  cost  the  city,  but  he  said  he  would 
keep  well  within  the  appropriation  if  permitted  to 
let  out  a  certain  amount  of  the  work  by  contract. 
It  is  perfectly  obvious  that  some  experience  is 
required  for  blasting.  When  it  comes  to  excavat- 
ing, a  certain  amount  could  be  done  without  much 
skill  being  required.  But  in  that  also,  machinery 
would  figure  and  you  couldn't  employ  a  great  deal 
of  day  labor  to  do  that.  It  would  be  perfectly 
easy,  of  course,  for  the  Park  Department  and  his 
Honor  the  Mayor  to  purchase  land,  paying  a  great 
deal  more  for  it — perhaps  anywhere  from  10  cents 
to  40  cents  a  square  foot — where  so  large  an  expen- 
diture would  not  be  required  for  the  initial  develop- 
ment and  on  which  comparatively  little  day  labor 
would  be  necessary.  But  they  thought  it  would 
be  much  better  and  far  more  advantageous  and  of 
more  assistance  to  the  unemployed  if  they  took 
absoultely  undeveloped  land  at  a  cost  of  2  cents  a 
foot  and  spent  5  to  7  cents  a  foot  in  developing 
it,  thereby  giving  a  certain  amount  of  work  to  the 
unemployed.  It  is  perfectly  obvious  that  all  the 
work  cannot  be  done  by  inexperienced,  unemployed 
help,  .lust  how  much  can  be  done  I  don't  know 
and  cannot  say,  and  I  doubt  very  much  if  the 
Park  Commissioner  can  say.  But  he  did  say,  this, 
that  wherever  it  was  possible,  without  detriment 
to  the  city,  to  give  work  to  the  unemployed,  he 
would  do  so;  and  of  course  the  contract  work 
would  also  furnish  work  to  the  unemployed,  under 
a  contract  with  the  city.  But  of  course  they 
could  not  employ  inexperienced  day  labor  on  the 
entire  job. 

Coun.  KELLY — Mr.  President,  we  all  know  that 
these  things  read  very  nice  in  the  public  press. 
It  is  very  fine  to  read  in  the  paper  how  the  city 
has  taken  over  undeveloped  land  for  practically 
nothing,  although  dose  to  four  times  its  assessed 
value,  when  they  say  it  is  taken  over  for  prac- 
tically nothing! — and  that  they  arc  putting  162  or 
172  men  at  work  out  here,  chopping  down  trees 
and  one  thing  and  another  and  increasing  the 
land  in  value.  I  claim  that  those  162  men  will 
be  laid  off  very  shortly.     Practically  all  the  work 
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is  to  be  let  out  by  contract.  Nobody  need  tell 
me  that  a  clubhouse  is  to  be  built  by  day  labor 
or  that  a  parking  area  is  to  have  much  day  labor 
put  in  on  it, — that  either  of  those  items  will  do 
much  to  relieve  unemployment.  This  appropria- 
tion is  just  going  to  fatten  somebody  who  wants 
to  put  a  useless  piece  of  land  on  the  City  of  Bos- 
ton. The  $25,000  is  to  be  spent  on  experienced 
men,  in  connection  with  drainage,  and  will  not  help 
the  unemployed.  The  $109,000  for  the  loam,  of 
course,  is  to  be  taken  right  out  of  the  $275,000. 
Certainly,  that  is  not  going  to  help  in  the  unem- 
ployment situation,  except  possibly  for  the  little 
grading  that  will  be  done.  We  all  know  that  that 
is  going  to  help  some  contractor  who  is  in  right. 
But  it  does  not  mean  that  any  of  the  unemployed 
will  be  taken  in  hand  by  the  city.  In  regard  to 
the  $30,000  for  blasting,  a  blasting  contractor  will 
get  that  job,  and  the  same  with  the  $40,000  for 
excavating.  Of  course,  there  is  going  to  be  some 
day  labor  chopping  trees,  and  some  men  are 
going  to  get  that  work.  But  when  members  of  a 
supposedly  intelligent  body  like  this,  composed  of 
twenty-two  members,  come  in  and  tell  us  that 
this  appropriation  is  going  to  materially  increase 
day  labor  for  the  benefit  of  the  unemployed,  I  say 
that  they  are  crazy.  Just  take  these  items  and 
analyze  them.  Take  the  $10,000  for  water  pipe — 
is  that  going  to  increase  day  labor?  There  is  your 
$275,000,  that  is  now  asked  for.  As  far  as  your 
last  item  of  $225,000  is  concerned,  all  right. 
There  was  something  there  to  help  the  unemployed. 
There  was  a  $00,000  labor  item,  aside  from  the 
$136,000  paid  for  land  that  Councilor  Fitzgerald 
has  so  ably  referred  to.  I  say,  if  this  land  has  in- 
creased in  value  so  much, — this  land  that  we  spent 
2  cents  a  foot  for,  although  it  was  assessed  for 
half  a  cent  a  foot, — perhaps  it  would  be  a  good 
idea  for  the  city  to  sell  this  entire  piece  of  land  to 
some  particular  individual.  With  such  a  fine 
piece  of  land  we  ought  to  get  a  big  profit,  which 
we  can  use  to  go  out  and  spend  and  honestly  help 
the  unemployed.  But  I  tell  you,  when  we  are 
asked  to  spend  half  a  million  dollars  for  a  golf 
course  in  these  hard  times,  it  rather  hits  us  in  the 
eye.  I  don't  see  how  a  member  of  this  Council 
can  possibly,  even  under  the  guise  of  relieving 
unemployment — which  I  have  pointed  out  is  a 
fallacy — vote  for  this  order.  It  will  simply  help 
fatten  certain  contractors,  I  claim,  Mr.  Chairman 
and  gentlemen.  You  heard  the  statement  of 
the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Finance.  He 
was  not  able  to  state  to  me  how  much  of  the 
money  would  be  spent  on  day  labor.  That  is 
what  I  am  interested  in  and  what  I  have  been 
interested  in  here  for  a  number  of  years.  I  am  not 
interested  in  fattening  certain  individual  con- 
tractors' pockets.  I  am  interested  in  the  unem- 
ployed people  of  this  city,  and  I  don't  hesitate 
to  stand  up  here  and  make  this  fight,  although  1 
vote  alone.  I  know,  however,  that  I  am  voting 
right:  that  I  am  voting  to  protect  the  men  with 
families  in  my  district  and  other  districts  of  this 
city.  And  so  I  ask  every  member  of  the  Council 
to  hold  fast  and  hesitate  before  voting  $275,000 
to  fatten  seven  contractors.  That  is  all  you  are 
doing  here,  because  in  this  particular  item  there 
is  not  a  dollar  included  for  labor.  Of  course,  we 
know  that  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on 
Finance,  who  is  now  in  session  with  his  advisory 
committee,  in  a  few  minutes  will  tell  us  what  that 
advisory  committee  has  been  able  to  work  out, 
that  he  will  come  back  with  some  kind  of  retort. 
But,  regardless  of  what  he  may  say,  regardless 
of  what  the  advisory  board  may  say,  I  claim  that 
this  order  simply  means  that  seven  contractors  are 
going  to  be  enriched  by  this  particular  proposition 
and  that  the  162  or  172  laborers,  men  with  families, 
will  not  continue  in  their  work  for  more  than  four 
to  six  weeks  at  the  most.  The  chairman  of  the 
Committee  on  Finance  does  not  dare  to  stand  here 
and  guarantee  that  there  will  be  employment  for 
those  172  men  for  any  greater  length  of  time 
than  six  weeks.  But  I  assume  that  the  gentleman 
will  get  up  here  and  make  statements  in  order  to 
appear  consistent.  I  appeal  to  you  gentlemen  who 
want  to  protect  the  unemployed  in  your  district 
to  vote  against  this  order,  when  you  know  that  it 
means  nothing  so  far  as  furnishing  day  labor  is 
concerned.  Don't  be  fooled;  don't  be  deceived 
into  passing  an  order  which  will  simply  go  to 
enrich  these  contractors.  This  is  the  first  state- 
ment I  have  made  in  regard  to  the  golf  course, 
and  I  am  going  to  be  consistent  in  my  argument 
and  vote  against  the  order,  if  the  vote  is  21  to  1. 
Coun.  BUSH — Mr.  President,  I  wish  just  to 
make  this  statement  for  the  benefit  of  the  coun- 
cilor   from    Dorchester — that    he    has    voted    for 


several  millions  of  dollars  in  the  last  year  and  a 
half  and  the  first  few  months  of  this  year,  and 
I  venture  to  say  that,  taking  all  the  millions 
he  has  voted  for  in  the  past,  not  one  single  ven- 
ture which  he  has  supported  has  provided  as 
much  work  to  relieve  unemployment  as  has  been 
provided  by  this  particular  venture.  This  has 
been  the  main  stay  and  prop  in  the  matter  of 
providing  work  for  the  unemployed  of  the  city 
and  has  done  more  to  relieve  unemployment  than 
any  other  single  venture,  or,  in  fact,  than  all 
combined  that  the  city  has  gone  into,  I  think. 

Coun.  RUBY — Mr.  President,  I  had  no  in- 
tention of  interjecting  myself  into  the  debate 
on  this  question,  because  I  believe  the  chairman 
of  the  Finance  Committee  has  covered  every 
bit  of  information  desired  by  those  who  sought 
information  two  weeks  ago.  But  I  would  like 
to  say  that  I  am  one  of  the  members  of  the  Coun- 
cil who  paid  a  visit  to  the  golf  course,  at  the  sug- 
gestion of  one  of  the  other  members  that  we  make 
this  trip,  although  for  some  unknown  reason  he 
was  not  there.  The  councilor  from  Ward  15 
(Coun.  Kelly)  was  there  last  Thursday  and  seems 
now  to  be  quite  disturbed  because  two  of  us 
were  in  a  huddle  just  now  and  he  feared  the 
answer  that  would  come  back.  My  answer  to 
not  only  the  councilor  from  Ward  15  but  to  any 
other  member  of  the  Council  who  continually, 
week  after  week,  takes  the  floor  of  the  body  when 
the  galleries  are  filled  with  men  an  d  women  who 
are.  possibly  seeking  employment  and  looking 
to  us  to  help  them,  is  that  he  is  just  spreading 
a  whole  lot  of  "bunk"  when  he  tries  to  give 
the  idea  that  we  can  relieve  unemployment  any 
more  than  we  have.  Personally,  I  have  nut 
voted  for  a  single  order  in  this  body  since  my 
membership  in  it  solely  and  entirely  on  the  ques- 
tion of  whether  or  not  it  would  give  employment 
to  the  men  and  women  of  this  city.  We  are 
here  as  a  body  of  men  voting  millions  of  dollars 
a  year  for  the  conduct  of  the  affairs  of  this  city 
and  of  necessity  millions  are  spent  that  cannot 
involve  the  question  of  employment.  So  it  seems 
rather  strange  that  a  few  members  of  this  body 
are  always  attacking  either  his  Honor  the  Mayor 
or  a  particular  department  head  under  the  guise 
that  they  are  saviours  of  the  people  in  the  serious 
and  unfortunate  unemployment  situation  that 
we  sec  in  this  city  today.  Mr.  President,  we  have 
not  been  sent  here  for  that  purpose  alone.  Of 
course,  we  want  to  see,  and  every  member  of  this 
body  is  anxious  to  see,  as  many  men  and  women 
go  to  work  in  our  respective  districts  as  it  is  pos- 
sible to  put  at  work.  But  on  this  question  of 
having  a  golf  course  and  spending  half  a  million 
dollars  to  complete  it,  we  again  hear  the  hue  and 
cry  of  "How  many  men  is  it  putting  at  work?" 
We  have  appropriated  over  a  million  dollars  in 
the  last  few  weeks  to  increase  the  facilities  of 
the  Boston  City  Hospital,  and  some  members 
of  the  body  did  not  then  have  the  courage  to 
question  the  money  that  would  thus  be  spent 
on  the  hospital,  whether  it  would  give  employ- 
ment to  the  unemployed,  or  how  many  contrac- 
tors would  be  enriched,  because  that  touched 
a  question  of  the  health  of  the  citizenry  of  Boston. 
Therefore  we  appropriated  that  money  without 
question.  These  same  councilors  who  now  raise 
the  question  of  unemployment  in  regard  to  this 
matter  within  a  few  weeks  voted  $700,000  for 
two  new  police  stations  to  be  built  in  Boston, 
and,  of  course,  we  know  that  contractors  are  going 
to  get  that  work.  That  is  inevitable,  it  cannot 
be  done  in  any  other  way.  But  there  we  heard 
no  question  raised  about  the  unemployed.^  When 
the  members  of  the  Council  voted  for  $350,000 
for  the  new  fire  station  in  South  Bostor,  which 
nobody  questioned  was  seriously  needed,  we 
heard  no  question  about  unemployment.  A\  hen 
this  same  councilor  introduced  two  orders  within 
less  than  two  months  providing  $40,000  or  $50,000 
for  playgrounds  in  his  district,  did  he  raise  the 
question  of  unemployment  when  he  asked  us  to 
vote  for  those  two  appropriations?  And  when 
$150,000  more  was  asked  for  by  his  Honor  the 
Mayor  so  that  $25,000  could  be  spent  in  certain 
districts,  the  Mayor  feeling  that  we  ought  to 
improve  playground  facilities  in  those  districts 
was  the  question  of  unemployment  raised?  Mr. 
President,  it  is  about  time  that  we  stopped  "kid- 
ding" in  regard  to  the  unemployment  situation 
in  Boston  and  that  we  governed  our  actions  by 
the  thought  of  trying  to  do  the  best  we  can  for 
the  city.  When  we  sit  here,  week  after  week,  it 
is  not  alone  a  question  of  expenditure  to  help  iu 
the  unemplovment  situation,  but  it  is  a  question 
of    continuing    the    progressive    functions    of    this 
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city.  That  is  something  that  entails  the  expendi- 
ture of  money — for  the  public  buildings,  for  the 
widening  of  thoroughfares,  for  additions  to  the 
equipment  of  our  police  and  fire  systems,  and  other 
such  matters  which  concern  the  welfare  of  the 
people  of  this  city.  It  is  not  alone  a  question  of 
unemployment,  important  as  that  is,  Mr.  Presi- 
dent, but  it  is  a  question  of  properly  providing 
for  the  needs  of  the  municipality.  That  is  the 
question  that  should  govern  our  action  when  we 
receive,  as  we  will  do  in  a  week  or  two,  our  $60,000,- 
000  budget.  In  that  budget  will  be  specified  so 
much  money  for  salaries  of  the  employees  of  the 
City  of  Boston  and  for  wages,  and  so  much  money 
for  the  necessary  improvements  that  must  be 
done  in  the  interests  of  our  citizens.  Let  us  not 
be  "kidded"  any  longer  into  voting  for  a  prop- 
osition solely  on  the  question  of  whether  it  affects 
employment  or  unemployment.  There  is  not  a 
member  of  the  body  but  who  desires  to  see  every- 
body in  Boston  working.  The  question  that  we 
should  consider  in  this  matter  now  before  us  is, 
is  this  an  order  that  is  in  the  interest  of  the  citizens 
of  Boston?  I  voted  against  the  original  order 
for  the  golf  course  two  years  ago  because  I  did 
not  think  that  what  we  were  going  to  get  out  of 
it  was  worth  the  expenditure.  But  I  have  since 
received  information  in  regard  to  the  income  from 
the  present  golf  course  at  Franklin  Park,  in  my 
district.  I  find  that  there  is  an  income  of  S25.000 
or  $30,000  a  year  from  that  course,  that  many 
thousands  enjoy  it  and  get  recreation  and  health 
from  it,  and  pay  a  good  income  to  the  city.  I 
also  find  that  the  demand  is  so  great  that  many 
are  unable  to  pla;v,  also  that  additional  locker 
and  other  facilities  are  sadly  needed.  From 
fifty  to  seventy-five  mer  and  women  who  play 
golf  in  my  district  have  recently  come  to  me  and 
asked  me  to  use  my  individual  influence  so  that 
they  could  hire  lockers,  because  locker  facilities 
at  the  present  time  are  not  available  out  there 
because  of  lack  of  room.  I  then  became  con- 
vinced that  an  expenditure  of  half  a  million  dol- 
lars for  this  sort  of  thing  is  good  business  and  a 
sound  investment.  His  Honor  the  Mayor,  with 
his  good  sense  and  judgment,  has  sent  to  us  these 
orders,  and  the  matter  lias  been  referred  in  our 
body  to  a  committee  which  has  studied  into  the 
thing  and  given  us  the  best  possible  report  that 
in  its  judgment  it  could  render.  What  more 
can  we  expect?  We  ought  not  to  continue  this 
weekly  procedure  of  talking  to  the  galleries  for 
the  Bake  of  getting  in  with  some  of  the  unfor- 
tunates who  are  unable  to  get.  a  job.  Of  course, 
we  all  want  to  try  to  get  positions,  where  avail- 
able, for  people  who  are  out  of  employment,  but 
surely  nobody  can  expect,  with  half  a  million 
dollars  appropriated  for  a  golf  course,  that  every 
dollar  will  be  spent  on  labor.  $136,000  of  the 
first  appropriation  was  spent  on  land,  and  where 
other  work  is  necessary,  of  course  labor  is  involved. 
A  contractor  does  not  go  out  there  himself  and 
erect  a  building.  He  has  to  go  to  the  building 
trades  of  Boston  and  get  the  men  to  do  the  work, 
and  when  excavating  or  blasting  is  to  be  done,  of 
course  men  are  employed  to-do  it.  When  you 
speak  of  $109,000  being  expended  for  loam,  of 
course  somebody  has  to  spread  that  loam,  and 
men  have  to  lay  out  the  course  generally.  It  is 
so  with  a  part  of  all  these  seven  items  that  the 
councilor  refers  to.  Some  of  the  money  is  to  be 
spent  on  employment.  It  is  not  entirely  a  ques- 
tion of  whether  the  city  puts  men  to  work.  Where 
private  contractors  are  concerned,  they  have  to 
put  men  at  work  also.  I  think  Councilor  Wilson 
sounded  the  keynote  when  he  said  that  we  should 
do  our  best  later  to  see,  so  far  as  employment  was 
concerned,  that  so  far  as  possible  nothing  but 
citizen  labor  was  employed  in  connection  with 
this  golf  course. 

On  motion  of  Coun.  HEIN,  the  main  question 
was  ordered,  and  the  question  came  on  the  second 
and  final  passage  of  the  order. 

Coun.  KELLY — Mr.  President,  1  ask  unani- 
mous consent  to  make  a  statement. 

President  McGRATH— Is  there  any  objection? 

Coun.  ARNOLD— 1  object,  Mr.  President. 

President  McGRATH— There  being  objection, 
the  question  comes  on  the  passage  of  the  order. 

The  order  was  given  its  second  and  final  reading 
and  passage,  yeas  17,  nays  2: 

Yeas— Coun.  Arnold,  Bush,  Cox,  Curtis,  Dono- 
van, Englert,  Fish,  Gallagher,  Gleason,  Green, 
Hein,  Mahoney,  McGrath,  Murray,  Power, 
Ruby,     Wilson— 17. 

Nays — Coun.  Fitzgerald,  Kelly — 2. 


Coun.  KELLY — Mr.  President,  I  again  ask 
unanimous  consent  to  make  a  statement. 

President  McGRATH— Does  the  Chair  hear 
objection?  'No  response.]  There  being  no  objec- 
tion, the  gentleman  may-proceed. 

Coun.  KELLY — Mr.  President,  1  think  it  is 
only  fair  that  1  should  have  an  opportunity 
to  say  a  few  words  after  the  remarks  of  my  col- 
league who  spoke  last.  I  think,  furthermore,  that 
it  is  not  an  intelligent  or  smart  move,  when  a 
person  should  be  given  an  opportunity  to  defend 
his  vote  in  this  body,  after  another  member  has 
been  allowed  to  assail  him,  to  move  the  previous 
question  and  cut  off  further  debate,  preventing 
a  reply.  That  is  not  smart;  anybody  can  do  that. 
But,  to  go  on  with  what  1  wanted  to  say.  There 
are  circumstances  under  which  1  would  not  so 
seriously  object  to  contractors  getting  these 
jobs  and  doing  the  work,  if  it  were  not  for  the  fact 
that  these  contractors,  when  they  get  the  work, 
not  only  employ  men  who  are  not  citizens  of  the 
country,  but  employ  residents  of  Maiden,  Medford, 
Somerville,  Wollaston,  and  so  on.  That  is  what 
they  do,  Mr.  Chairman,  and  Councilor  Ruby 
ought  to  know  that  they  do  it,  as  I  know  it. 
1  have  been  around  and  I  know  what  they  are 
doing  on  these  contracts,  and  that  is  why  1  am 
insisting  on  clay  labor.  That  is  why  1  introduced 
an  order  here  about  six  months  ago,  calling  upon 
the  Mayor  of  Boston  to  require  of  contractors 
doing  work  for  the  city  that  they  should  hire 
citizens  of  Boston.  That  is  what  I  proposed 
in  the  order  I  introduced,  and  nobody  can  say 
that  I  was  insincere  or  that  I  was  making  a  grand- 
stand play,  in  order  to  get  in  with  the  unemployed. 
As  far  as  that  is  concerned,  however,  I  would 
rather  be  in  with  the  unemployed,  Mr.  President, 
than  with  the  vested  interests  in  this  town.  I 
don't  think  Councilor  Ruby  would  dare  say  that. 
I  would  rather  be  in  with  the  unemployed  than 
with  the  vested  interests  of  this  city  today.  And 
let  me  go  a  step  farther.  The  councilor  ridicules 
my  vote t 

President  McGRATH — The  gentleman  arose 
to  make  a  statement,  and  is  not  supposed  to  call 
another  member  by  name,  according  to  the  rules 
of  the  Council,  when  he  is  making  such  a  statement. 

Coun.  KELLY — Mr.  President,  my  colleague 
from  Dorchester  has  seen  fit  to  criticize  my 
vote  on  the  hospital  and  my  votes  on  playgrounds. 
Well,  of  course,  1  am  going  to  vote  for  anything 
that  will  help  the  City  Hospital  to  take  care  of  the 
poor  unfortunates  who  require  protection  at  that 
institution,  and,  of  course,  I  am  going  to  vote 
in  favor  of  playgrounds  for  the  children,  because 
I  want  them  off  the  streets.  But  here  we  are 
voting  for  a  luxury  while  those  are  necessities. 
Here  is  a  golf  course,  which  will  be  used  by  rich 
men 

Coun.  RUBY — Mr.  President,  I  rise  to  a  point 
of  order,  that  the  gentleman  from  Ward  15  roBe 
to  a  question  of  personal  privilege,  to  make  a 
statement,  and  that  he  is  now  debating  a  matter 
upon  which  we  have  already  voted. 

President  McGRATH — The  point  of  order  is 
well  taken. 


REMOVAL  OF  EDWARD  EVERETT  STATUE. 

Coun.  MAHONEY,  for  Coun.  Lynch,  offered  the 
following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Art  Commission  be  requested, 
through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  remove  the 
statue  of  Edward  Everett  from  its  present  location 
in  the  middle  of  Edward  Everett  square  to  the 

Eark   directly   in   the   rear   and   adjacent   to   the 
istoric  Blake  House. 
Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


WIDENING    OF    CAUSEWAY    STREET. 

Coun.  FITZGERALD  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  5250,000  be,  and  the 
same  hereby  is,  appropriated,  to  be  expended 
under  the  direction  of  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  for  the  widening  of  Causeway  street,  from 
Nashua  street  to  Lowell  street,  and  that  to  meet 
such  expense  the  City  Treasurer  be  authorized  to 
issue,  from  time  to  time,  at  the  request  of  the 
Mayor,  bonds  or  certificates  of  indebtedness  of 
the  city  to  said  amount. 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 
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CITY    COUNCIL. 


RECESS. 

The  Council  voted  at  4.21  p.  m.,  on  motion  of 
Coun.  MAHONEY,  to  take  a  recess  subject  to  the 
call  of  the  Chair. 

The  members  reassernbled  in  the  Council 
Chamber  and  were  called  to  order  by  President 
McGRATH  at  5.10  p.  m. 


EXECUTIVE  COMMITTEE  REPORTS. 

Coun.  GALLAGHER,  for  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee, submitted  reports  as  follows: 

1.  Report  on  petitions  (referred  today)  for 
children  under  fifteen  years  of  age  to  appear  at 
places  of  public  amusement,  viz.:  Ellen  F.  Carney. 
East  Boston  High  School,  February  23;  Lester  P, 
Gould,  Washington  Auditorium  Hall,  February  27 
—  that  leave  be  granted,  under  usual  conditions. 

Report  accepted;  leave  granted  on  the  usual 
conditions. 

2.  Report  on  petition  of  Boston  National 
League  Baseball  Company  (referred  February  9) 
for  renewal  of  its  license  permitting  playing  of 
outdoor  sports  at  Braves  Field  on  Sunday  — 
recommending    that   permit   be   granted. 

Report  accepted;  said  permit  granted. 


REPORT   OF   COMMITTEE   ON   RULES. 

Coun.  DONOVAN,  for  the  Committee  on  Rules, 
submitted  the  following: 

1.  Report  on  order  (referred  January  26)  that 
the  President  of  the  Council  appoint  a  committee 
of  five  members  of  the  Council  who  are  also  mem- 
bers of  the  Massachusetts  Bar  to  advise  the  Coun- 
cil in  all  legal  matters  that  may  come  before  it 
during  the  present  year — recommending  the  pas- 
sage of  the  order. 

The  report  was   accepted   and   the   order   was 


President  McGRATH  appointed  as  said  com- 
mittee Coun.  Ruby,  Wilson,  Bush,  Norton  and 
Curtis. 


SIDEWALK   ON   LEYDEN   STREET. 
Coun.  DONOVAN  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Works 
make  a  sidewalk  along  Leyden  street,  from  Breed 
street  to  No.  60  Leyden  street,  Ward  1,  in  front  of 
the  estates  bordering  thereon;    said  sidewalk  to  be 
from  3  to  10  inches  above  the  gutter  adjoining,  to 
be  from  5  to  12  feet  in  width,  and  to  be  built  of 
artificial  stone,  with  granite  edgestones,  under  the 
provisions  of  chapter  196  of  the  Special  Acts  of  1917. 
Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


BOND   APPROVED. 

A  surety  bond  in  the  sum  of  $100,000,  furnished 
by  the  Boston  National  League  Baseball  Company, 
covering  the  use  of  Braves  Field  for  Sunday  sports, 
was  received  and  approved. 


REMOVAL  OF  STREET  CAR  RAILS. 
Coun.  KELLY  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Works 
be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to 
remove  the  street  car  rails  from  Bowdoin  street, 
between  Geneva  avenue  and  Washington  street, 
Ward  15,  and  to  repave  that  highway  with  smooth 
paving. 

Passed  under  suspension  oi  the  rule. 


Adjourned,  on  motion  of  Coun.  DONOVAN,  at 
5.15.  p.  m.,  to  meet  on  Monday,  March  9,  1931,  at 
2  p.  m. 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceedings  of  City  Council. 


Monday,  March  9,  1931. 
Regular   meeting    of   the   City   Council   in    the 
Council  Chamber,  City  Hall,  at  2  p.  m.,  President 
McGRATH  in  the  chair.     Absent,  Coun.  Curtis, 
Gallagher,  Lynch  and  Norton. 


APPOINTMENTS    BY    THE    MAYOR. 

The  Mayor  submitted  the  appointments  of 
James  C.  Peters,  68  Draper  street,  Dorchester,  and 
John  J.  Boyle,  Jr.,  64  Hartford  street,  Dorchester, 
to  be  constables. 

Laid  over  for  one  week  under  the  law. 


AUDITORIUM   IN  JUNIOR  HIGH  SCHOOL, 
CHARLESTOWN. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  March  9,  1931. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, —  I  herewith  transmit  to  you  report 
from  Miss  Ellen  M.  Cronin,  Secretary  of  the  School 
Committee,  relative  to  your  request  of  November 
24,  for  an  auditorium  in  the  new  Junior  High 
School. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
School  Committee,  March  6,  1931. 
Hon.  James  M.  Curley, 

Mayor  of  Boston. 

Dear  Sir, — At  a  meeting  of  the  City  Council  on 
November  24,  1930,  the  following  order  was  passed: 

"Ordered,  That  the  School  Committee  be  re- 
quested, through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  make 
provision  for  an  auditorium  in  the  plans  for  the 
new  Junior  High  School  to  be  erected  in  Charles- 
town." 

At  last  Monday's  meeting  of  the  School  Com- 
mittee, March  2,  1931,  this  request  of  the  City 
Council  was  taken  up  and  in  answer  to  question 
from  the  chairman,  the  superintendent  reported 
that  the  School  Committee  has  made  provision  for 
an  assembly  hall  on  the  main  floor  of  the  Charles- 
town  Intermediate  School  which  will  accommo- 
date about  five  hundred  people.  The  gymnasium, 
which  is  separated  from  the  assembly  hall  by  fold- 
ing doors  and  can  be  opened  into  the  assembly 
hall,  seats  an  additional  five  hundred,  so  that  the 
total  seating  capacity  is  about  one  thousand. 

The  assembly  hall  is  located  on  the  front  of  the 
building,  fronting  on  Walker  street.  The  level 
of  the  floor  corresponds  to  the  outside  level  of  the 
street,  which  arrangement  does  away  with  the 
necessity  of  stairways  leading  to  the  hall  from 
the  street. 

This  report  of  the  superintendent  was  accepted 
and  ordered  transmitted  to  the  City  Council. 
Very  truly  yours, 
Ellen  M.  Ceonin,  Secretary. 

Placed  on  file. 


CONTINUANCE    OF    CHARLESTOWN    GAS 
PLANT. 

The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  March  2,  1931. 
To  the  Honorable  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — On  January  26,  1931,  your  honor- 
able body  passed  the  following  order: 

"Ordered,  That  the  Boston  Consolidated  Gas 
Company  be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the 
Mayor,  to  inform  the  City  Council  whether  or  not 
it  is  intended  to  discontinue  the  operation  of  the 
present  manufacturing  plant  of  the  Charlestown 
Gas  Company  in  Charlestown  in  the  event  that 
the  consolidation  announced  in  the  newspapers 
takes  place." 


Upon  receipt  of  this  order  I  referred  the  matter 
to  the  Corporation  Counsel  for  his  consideration 
and  report.  I  am  in  receipt  of  a  copy  of  letter 
given  to  him  by  the  President  of  the  Boston  Con- 
solidated Gas  Company,  which  I  believe  fully 
answers  the  request  of  your  honorable  body. 
I  inclose  herewith  a  copy  of  said  letter. 

Very  truly  yours, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

Boston  Consolidated  Gas  Company, 

100  Arlington  Street,  Boston, 

February  3,  1931. 
Mr.  Samuel  Silverman, 

City  Law  Department. 

My  dear  Mr.  Silverman, — Your  letter  of 
January  31,  with  copy  of  order  of  the  City  Council, 
just  received. 

As  you  know,  the  Charlestown  Company  was 
consolidated  with  the  Boston  Company  by  order 
of  the  Department  of  Public  Utilities  on  January  1, 
1931,  and  we  have  had  and  still  have  an  economic 
problem  as  well  as  a  civic  and  personnel  problem 
to  work  out. 

First:  The  Charlestown  manufacturing  plant 
is  old  and  would  have  been  shut  down  last  fall  and 
gas  would  have  been  supplied  by  the  Boston  Con- 
solidated Gas  Company,  as  they  were  faced  with 
expense  of  repairs  to  keep  it  going;  but  due  to 
the  unemployment  situation,  the  machinery  was 
repaired  and  the  plant  is  still  running,  although 
it  probably  will  have  to  be  put  out  of  commission 
this  spring.  This  change  would  probably  have 
been  necessary,  whether  the  consolidation  took 
place  or  not. 

Second:  If  and  when  the  manufacture  of  gas  is 
discontinued  at  Charlestown,  there  will  be  a  num- 
ber of  men  in  the  plant  who  will  have  to  be  given 
special  consideration  as  to  future  employment; 
one  object  in  delaying  the  closing  down  of  this 
plant  until  spring,  is  that  it  will  be  much  easier  to 
find  work  for  these  men  at  that  time,  as  we  will 
then  start  our  street  construction  work. 

You   may   be  assured   that   this   company   will 
give  every  consideration  to  taking  care  of  these 
employees  when  the  change  is  made. 
Very  truly  yours, 

D.  D.  Barnum. 

Placed  on  file. 


TRAFFIC    LIGHTS,     COMMONWEALTH 

AVENUE. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  March  9,  1931. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  herewith  transmit  to  you  report 
from  Hon.  Joseph  A.  Conry,  Traffic  Commis- 
sioner, relative  to  your  request  on  traffic  signal 
lights  on  Commonwealth  avenue,  Beacon  street 
and  Charles  street.  This  is  in  reply  to  your 
order  of  February  9,  1931. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Traffic  Commission,  March  6,  1931. 
Hon.  James  M.  Curley, 

Mayor  of  Boston. 

Dear  Sir, — I  inclose  herewith  Council  order 
dated  February  9,  1931,  which  reads  as  follows: 

"Ordered,  That  the  Traffic  Commissioner 
be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to 
furnish  the  City  Council  with  the  following 
information: 

"1.  Estimates  of  the  cost  of  an  automatic 
traffic  signal  system  on  Commonwealth  avenue, 
from  Arlington  street  to  Massachusetts  avenue, 
with  progressive  'Stop'  and  'Go'  signals  or  with 
simultaneous  'Stop'  and  'Go'  signals." 

Answer  1.  Estimates  for  the  cost  of  installing 
such  a  traffic  signal  system  are  now  beiDg  pre- 
pared. Expert  opinion  is  to  the  effect  that  there 
would  be  very  little  difference  in  the  cost  between 
the  two  systems  which  are  above  outlined. 

"2.  Similar  estimates  for  Beacon  street,  from 
Charles  street  to  Massachusetts  avenue." 

Answer  2.  Estimates  have  been  prepared  and 
as  soon  as  the  season  opens  it  is  expected  that  work 
will  start  on  installing  signal  lights  on  Charles 
and  Beacon  streets,  Arlington  and  Beacon  streets 
and  Embankment  road  and  Beacon  street. 

"3.  Similar  estimates  for  Charles  street,  from 
Charles  River  Dam  to  Park  square." 
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Answer  3.  No  estimates  have  been  prepared 
for  this  work  and  no  funds  are  available. 

"4.  A  report  as  to  whether  or  not  any  plan 
has  been  prepared  for  the  expenditure  of  the 
$125,000  appropriated  in  December,  1929,  for 
traffic  signal  system  on  Commonwealth  avenue, 
and  whether  or  not  it  is  proposed  to  expend  the 
money  for  the  purpose  appropriated,  and  if  not, 
why  not." 

Answer  4.  Plans  have  been  prepared  under 
which  the  work  to  be  done  will  be  paid  for  out  of 
the  loan  order  mentioned. 

Unit  I,  the  lights  on  Tremont  and  Washington 
streets,  was  installed  toward  the  latter  part  of 
July,  1930. 

It  was  deemed  prudent  to  give  this  system  a 
fair  trial  before  contracting  to  do  another  large 
piece  of  work  of  a  similar  nature. 

It  appears  to  be  the  unanimous  opinion  that  the 
lights  in  Unit  I  give  satisfaction,  not  only  to  the 
general  public,  but  also  have  won  the  commenda- 
tion of  traffic  engineering  experts. 

The  situation  on  Commonwealth  avenue  differs 
from  that  of  Unit  I.  Studies  are  being  made 
with  a  view  to  the  installation  of  signal  lights  in 
the  center  of  the  street,  a  system  which  has  been 
brought  to  the  attention  of  his  Honor  the  Mayor. 
When  these  studies  have  been  completed  and 
when  the  estimates,  as  answered  in  question 
No.  1,  have  been  received  the  commission  will  be 
in  a  position  to  give  a  definite  and  specific  answer 
to  question  No.  4. 

There  is  in  the  course  of  preparation  at  this 
moment  a  complete  list  of  traffic  signal  lights 
which  have  been  requested  by  civic  bodies,  mem- 
bers of  the  city  government,  and  the  State  Legisla- 
ture and  an  estimate  of  the  cost  of  installing 
these  lights.  It  may  be  mentioned  at  this  time 
that  there  is  a  well  defined  public  demand  to 
install  a  system  of  traffic  signal  lights  on  Tremont 
street  from   Massachusetts  avenue  to  Broadway. 

When  the  list  has  been  completed  it  will  be 
submitted  to  the  consideration  of  his  Honor  the 
Mayor. 

Yours  very  truly, 

Joseph  A.  Conrt, 

Commissioner. 

Placed  on  file. 


STATUE   OF   EDWARD   EVERETT. 
The  following  was  received: 

Citv  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  March  9,  1931. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  herewith  transmit  to  you  report 
from  Charles  D.  Maginnis,  chairman  of  the  Art 
Commission,  regarding  your  request  to  relocate 
the  statue  of  Edward  Everett.  This  is  in  reply 
to  your  order  of  March  2,  1931. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Art  Commission,  March  5,  1931. 
Hon.  James  M.  Curley, 

Mayor  of  Boston. 

Dear  Mr.  Mayor, — I  beg  to  acknowledge  your 
letter  of  March  3,  suggested  by  a  communication 
which  you  inclosed  from  John  T.  Cavanaugh 
Company,  in  the  matter  of  a  proposed  relocation 
of  the  statue  of  Edward  Everett  in  view  of  its 
recent  damage  by  the  collision  of  a  truck.  The 
Art  Commission  considered  this  at  its  meeting 
last  Tuesday,  and  tentatively  expressed  its  ap- 
proval of  a  site  some  two  hundred  and  fifty  feet 
to  the  east,  on  a  plot  of  park  land  at  the  corner  of 
Cottage  street  and  Columbia  road.  The  com- 
mission, however,  had  some  reservation  about 
the  availability  of  this  site,  in  view  of  the  presence 
in  the  near  neighborhood  of  the  Coppenhagen 
Memorial,  and  would  prefer  to  give  the  subject 
further  consideration. 

Your  Honor  should  be  informed  that  the  Edward 
Everett  statue  was  not  installed  in  the  island  in 
Edward  Everett  square  without  the  approval  of 
the  various  departments  whose  interest  entitled 
them  to  a  voice  in  the  matter.  I  refer  to  the 
Street  Department,  the  Police  Department,  the 
Wire  Department  and,  I  believe,  the  Transit 
Commission.  As  you  know,  however,  the  traffic 
problem  has  developed  a  number  of  problems 
since  the  time  of  the  removal  of  this  figure  from 
the  Public  Garden,  and  I  think  it  would  be  wise 
if   we   could   obtain   a   coordinated    opinion   from 


these  same  departments  at  this  time  through 
Mr.  Long,  and  I  trust  irrevocably  disposing  this 
monument. 

I  have  presented  this  matter  to  Mr.  Long  with 
this  detail  in  view,  and  I  trust  this  action  will 
commend  itself  to  your  Honor. 

Faithfully  yours, 

Charles  D.  Maginnis. 
Placed  on  file. 


RELIEF     STATION     AT     FOREST     HILLS. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  March  9,  1931. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — -I    beg  to  forward    herewith   com- 
munication    received     from     the     City     Hospital 
Trustees,  the  same  constituting  an  answer  to  an 
order  adopted  recently  by  your  honorable  body. 
Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

Citv  Hospital, 
Boston,  February  25,  1931. 
Hon.  James  M.  Curley. 

Mayor  of  Boston. 
Dear  Mr.  Mayor — At  a  meeting  of  the  Board 
of  Trustees  held  on  February  20,  the  order  of  the 
City  Council  "That  the  City  Hospital  Trustees  be 
requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to 
provide  for  a  relief  station  at  Forest  Hills  similar 
to  the  one  at  East  Boston,"  was  presented,  and  it 
was  voted  to  reply  that  the  order  has  been  received 
and  will  be  given  very  careful  consideration. 
Yours  respectfully, 

Joseph  P.  Manning, 
President,  Board  of  Trustees. 
Placed  on  file. 


APPROPRIATION     FOR     EMPLOYMENT 

BUREAU. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  March  9,  1931. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  am  advised  by  the  Director  of 
the  Employment  Bureau  that  the  appropriation 
for  his  department  is  practically  exhausted.  In 
view  of  existing  economic  conditions  within  our 
community,  I  feel  that  there  can  be  no  question  as 
to  the  advisability  of  continuing  the  activities  of 
this  Bureau.  I  accordingly  submit  herewith  an 
order  providing  for  an  appropriation  of  $35,000  for 
this  department  and  respectfully  recommend  its 
adoption  by  your  honorable  body. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

Ordered,  That  a  sum  not  in  excess  of  $35,000  be, 
and  hereby  is,  appropriated,  to  be  expended  by  the 
Municipal  Employment  Bureau,  under  the  direc- 
tion of  the  Mayor,  in  the  prosecution  of  its  duties, 
said  sum  to  be  charged  to  the  Reserve  Fund,  when 
made. 

Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 


GARAGE,   STATION    14. 
The  following  was  received: 

Citv  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mavor,  March  9,  1931. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — In  the  opinion  of  the  Police  Com- 
missioner, in  which  I  concur,  the  apprehension  of 
violators  of  the  law  requires  that  the  department 
be  efficiently  equipped  with  motorcycles  and.. motor 
vehicles.  So  that  proper  space  for  the  housing  of 
the  same  may  be  provided  in  the  Brighton  dis- 
trict I  recommend  the  adoption  of  the  accompany- 
ing order. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  $25,000  be,  and  the 
same  hereby  is,  appropriated,  to  be  expended  under 
the  direction  of  the  Police  Commissioner  for  the 
construction  of  a  garage,  Station  14,  and  that  to 
meet  said  appropriation  the  City  Treasurer  be 
authorized  to  issue,  from  time  to  time,  upon  request 
of  the  Mayor,  bonds  or  certificates  of  indebtedness 
of  the  city  to  said  amount. 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 


MARCH    9,    1931. 
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APPROPRIATION   FOR   PUBLIC   WELFARE 
DEPARTMENT. 

The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  March  7,  1931. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — Under  the  provisions  of  chapter 
320  of  the  Acts  of  1889,  each  city  department  may 
expend,  prior  to  the  passage  of  the  budget,  one 
third  of  the  entire  amount  appropriated  for  the 
department  for  the  previous  year. 

In  1930  the  appropriations  of  the  Public  Wel- 
fare Department  totaled  $3,811,023.68.  Under 
the  statute  previously  mentioned,  the  expenditures 
of  this  department,  prior  to  the  passage  of  the 
budget  for  the  current  year,  are  limited  to  approxi- 
mately $1,270,000.  The  expenditures  of  the 
department  for  relief  alone  in  the  first  two  months 
of  this  year  totaled  approximately  $1,100,000. 
It  must  be  evident,  therefore,  that  the  statutory 
limit  of  expenditure  for  this  department,  prior 
to  the  passage  of  the  annual  budget,  will  be  reached 
on  or  before  the  middle  of  this  month. 

In  order  to  avoid  any  suspensions  in  the  pay- 
ment of  aid  and  relief,  I  submit  herewith  an  appro- 
priation order  providing  amounts  sufficient  to 
cover  the  probable  expenditures,  in  this  respect, 
for  the  first  four  months  of  the  current  year.  I 
respectfully  recommend  the  immediate  adoption 
of  this  order  so  that  no  suffering  or  distress  may  be 
felt  by  those  citizens  of  the  community  who  have 
been  forced  to  seek  aid  from  the  city  during  the 
present  economic  depression. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

Ordered,  That  to  meet  the  current  expenses 
payable  during  the  financial  year  beginning  with 
the  first  day  of  January,  1931,  of  performing  the 
duties  and  exercising  the  powers  devolved  by 
statute  or  ordinance,  or  by  vote  of  the  City  Council 
during  the  year  upon  the  City  of  Boston,  or  the 
departments  or  officers  thereof,  the  respective  sums 
of  money  specified  in  the  tables  hereinafter  set 
forth  be,  and  the  same  are  hereby,  appropriated,  to 
be  expended  for  the  objects  and  purposes  herein- 
after stated,  that  the  same  be  raised  by  taxation 
upon  the  polls  and  estates  taxable  in  the  City  of 
Boston,  and  that  all  orders  relating  to  appro- 
priations, taxes  and  the  interest  thereupon  apply 
to  the  taxes  herein  provided  for. 

Public  Welfare  Department. 
Central  Office. 

F.  Special  items $2,250,000 

9.     Care  of  dependents  . . .  $2,000,000 
10.     Mothers'  aid 250,000 


Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 


VETERANS'   PHOTOS. 
The  following  was  received: . 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  March  9,  1931. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  submit  herewith  a  recommenda- 
tion for  passage  by  your  honorable  body  of  an  order 
appropriating  $14,000  from  the  Reserve  Fund,  to 
be  expended  by  the  Superintendent  of  Public 
Buildings,  under  my  direction,  in  procuring  radio- 
tone  pictures  of  the  Boston  veterans  who  lost 
their  lives  in  the  service  of  the  country  in  the 
World  War. 

The  city  has  done  little  enough  to  commemorate 
the  memory  of  our  heroes  and  this  seems  to  me 
to  be  a  proposition  which  will  at  least  show  to 
some  extent  our  appreciation  of  their  service. 
I  am  not  convinced  that  this  is  the  best  method 
of  recognition  but  up  to  the  present  time  nothing 
has  been  submitted  which  meets  the  situation 
any  better. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  $14,000  be,  and  the 
same  hereby  is,  appropriated,  to  be  expended  by 
the  Superintendent  of  Public  Buildings,  under 
the  direction  of  the  Mayor,  for  radiotone  photos 
of  citizens  of  Boston  who  died  during  the  World 
War,  the  same  to  be  placed  in  school  buildings  or 
other  public  buildings,  and  said  sum  to  be  charged 
to  the  Reserve  Fund. 

Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 


VETOES  BY  THE  MAYOR. 

The  following  were  received : 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  March  9,  1931. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  beg  to  return  herewith  without 
my  approval  order  adopted  by  your  honorable 
body  under  date  of  March  2,  1931,  and  reading  as 
follows: 

"Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  twenty-five  thousand 
dollars  be,  and  the  same  hereby  is,  appropriated, 
to  be  expended  under  the  direction  of  the  Park 
Commission  for  the  erection  of  a  locker  building 
on  Charlestown  Heights,  and  that  to  meet  such 
expense  the  City  Treasurer  be  authorized  to  issue, 
from  time  to  time,  at  the  request  of  the  Mayor, 
bonds  or  certificates  of  indebtedness  of  the  city 
to  said  amount." 

I  have  been  most  pleased  to  request  the  Park 
Commission  to  make  a  study  as  to  the  necessity 
for  the  particular  improvement  referred  to  and  in 
the  event  the  Park  Commission  presents  a  favor- 
able recommendation  and  the  city's  finances 
permit  I  will  be  most  pleased  to  give  consideration 
to  the  order  in  the  closing  month  of  the  year. 
Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  March  9,  1931. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  beg  to  return  herewith  without 
my  approval  order  adopted  by  your  honorable 
body  under  date  of  March  2, 1931,  and  reading  as 
follows: 

"Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  twenty-five  thousand 
dollars  be,  and  the  same  hereby  is,  appropriated, 
to  be  expended  under  the  direction  of  the  Park 
Commission  for  the  removal  of  a  ledge  on  the 
John  J.  Connolly  Playground,  Ward  11,  and  that 
to  meet  such  expense  the  City  Treasurer  be  author- 
ized to  issue,  from  time  to  time,  at  the  request  of 
the  Mayor,  bonds  or  certificates  of  indebtedness 
of  the  city  to  said  amount." 

I  have  been  most  pleased  to  request  the  Park 
Commission  to  make  a  study  as  to  the  necessity 
for  the  particular  improvement  referred  to  and 
in  the  event  the  Park  Commission  presents  a 
favorable  recommendation  and  the  city's  finances 
permit  I  will  be  most  pleased  to  give  consideration 
to  the  order  in  the  closing  month  of  the  year. 
Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  March  9,  1931. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  beg  to  return  herewith  without 
my  approval  order  adopted  by  your  honorable 
body  under  date  of  February  16,  1931,  and  reading 
as  follows: 

"Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  thirty  thousand 
dollars  be,  and  the  same  hereby  is,  appropriated, 
to  be  expended  under  the  direction  of  the  Park 
Commission,  for  the  establishment  of  a  children's 
playground  in  the  vicinity  of  Kimball  and  Green- 
wich streets.  Ward  15,  and  that  to  meet  said 
appropriation  the  City  Treasurer  be  authorized  to 
issue,  from  time  to  time,  upon  the  request  of  the 
Mayor,  bonds  or  certificates  of  indebtedness  of  the 
city  to  said  amount." 

I  have  been  most  pleased  to  request  the  Park 
Commission  to  make  a  study  as  to  the  necessity 
for  the  particular  improvement  referred  to  and  in 
the  event  the  Park  Commission  presents  a  favor- 
able recommendation  and  the  city's  finances  per- 
mit I  will  be  most  pleased  to  give  consideration  to 
the  order  in  the  closing  month  of  the  year. 
Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  March  9,  1931. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  beg  to  return  herewith  without 
my  approval  order  adopted  by  your  honorable 
body  under  date  of  March  2,  1931,  and  reading  as 
follows : 

"Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  fifty  thousand 
dollars  be,  and  the  same  hereby  is,  appropriated, 
to  be  expended  under  the  direction  of  the  Park 
Commission  for  the  purchase  of  land  and  necessary 
improvements  to  provide  a  mothers'  rest  in  the 
Wellington  Hill  section  of  Ward  14,  and  that  to 
meet  such  expense  the  City  Treasurer  be  authorized 
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to  issue  from  time  to  time,  at  the  request  of  the 
Mayor,  bonds  or  certificates  of  indebtedness  of  the 
city  to  said  amount." 

I  have  been  most  pleased  to  request  the  Park 
Commission  to  make  a  study  as  to  the  necessity 
for  the  particular  improvement  referred  to  and  in 
the  event  the  Park  Commission  presents  a  favor- 
able recommendation  and  the  city's  finances  permit 
I  will  be  most  pleased  to  give  consideration  to  the 
order  in  the  closing  month  of  the  year. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Cttrley,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  March  3,  1931. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  beg  to  return  herewith  without 
my  approval  order  adopted  by  your  honorable 
body  under  date  of  February  16,  1931,  and  reading 
as  follows: 

"Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  forty  thousand 
dollars  be,  and  the  same  hereby  is,  appropriated, 
to  be  expended  under  the  direction  of  the  Park 
Commission  for  the  erection  of  concrete  bleachers 
on  Ronan  Park,  Ward  15,  and  that  to  meet  such 
expense  the  City  Treasurer  be  authorized  to  issue, 
from  time  to  time,  at  the  request  of  the  Mayor, 
bonds  or  certificates  of  indebtedness  of  the  city  to 
said  amount." 

I  have  been  most  pleased  to  request  the  Park 
Commission  to  make  a  study  as  to  the  necessity 
for  the  particular  improvement  referred  to  and  in 
the  event  the  Park  Commission  presents  a  favor- 
able recommendation  and  the  city's  finances  permit 
I  will  be  most  pleased  to  give  consideration  to  the 
order  in  the  closing  month  of  the  year. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Cubley,  Mayor. 

Severally  placed  on  file. 


PETITIONS   REFERRED. 

The  following  petitions  were  received  and 
severally  referred  to  the  committees  named,  viz.: 

Claims. 

G.  G.  Arvedon,  for  refund  on  unused  refuse 
ticketB. 

John  H.  Bullard,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  car  by  city  team. 

Elizabeth  F.  Cahill,  for  compensation  for  injur- 
ies caused  by  an  alleged  defect  at  Massachusetts 
avenue  and  Westland  avenue. 

Joseph  J.  Cafarelli,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  property  at  27  Kilby  street,  caused  by  stone 
thrown  from  street. 

Catherine  T.  Caughey,  for  compensation  for 
injuries  caused  by  an  alleged  defect  at  6  Lamson 
street,  EaBt  Boston. 

J.  Harold  Coburn,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  car  caused  by  an  alleged  defect  in  Hyde  Park 
avenue. 

W.  E.  Corrigan,  for  compensation  for  damage  to 
car  by  city  truck. 

John  Crehan,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  an  alleged  defect  in  Adams  street. 

Angelo  and  Carolina  DeRosa,  for  compensation 
for  damage  to  property  at  429  Hanover  street, 
caused  by  water  leaking  into  cellar. 

H.  L.  Golden,  for  expenses  incurred  in  repairing 
drain  at  354  Harrison  avenue. 

Chester  T.  Greaves,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  car  caused  by  an  alleged  defect  in  Columbus 
avenue. 

Emma  L.  Jesson,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  an  alleged  defect  in   Tremont  street. 

Mrs.  A.  Kennedy,  for  compensation  for  injur- 
ies caused  by  an  alleged  defect  in  Appleton  street. 

A.  LaFauci  &  Son,  for  refund  on  sidewalk  license. 

Gertrude  R.  McCarron,  for  compensation  for 
injuries  caused  by  an  alleged  defect  at  63  Hunt- 
ington avenue. 

Mrs.  Rose  McLaughlin,  for  compensation  for 
damage  to  property  at  40  Corey  street,  Charles- 
town,  caused  by  break  in  sewer  pipe. 

P.  Moscardini,  for  compensation  for  damage  to 
property  at  429  Hanover  street,  caused  by  defective 
sewer  pipe. 

Mrs.  E.  R.  Thayer,  for  compensation  for 
damage  to  property  caused  by  an  alleged  defect 
in  Bay  State  road. 

Mary  J.  Trainor,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  car  caused  by  an  alleged  defect  in  Jackson 
square  and  Columbus  avenue. 


Executive. 
Petition  for  children  under  fifteen  years  of  age 
to  appear  at  places  of  public  amusement,  viz.: 
Maria  Paporello,  Jordan  Hall,  May  6. 


CONSTABLE'S   BOND. 

The  constable's  bond  of  Simon  Hirshon,  having 
been  duly  approved  by  the  City  Treasurer,  was 
received  and  approved. 


SIDEWALK   ASSESSMENTS. 

Communications  were  received  from  the  Com- 
missioner of  Public  Works,  with  accompanying 
orders,  assessing  costs  for  construction  of  side- 
walks, viz.: 

Half  Cost. 

Howard  avenue,  Ward  13 $2,294  57 

Pilgrim  road,  Ward  4 2,284  50 

Adams  street,  Ward  15 1,827  18 

Adams  street.  Ward  16 91  87 

Pierce  avenue,  Ward  16 4,457  37 

Morton  street,  Ward  17 103  54 

Central  avenue,  Ward  17 763  27 

Olney  street,  Wards  14  and  15 448  01 

Orders  severally  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


REGISTRY   OF   DEEDS  PAY   ROLL. 

The  pay  roll  of  the  Registry  of  Deeds  from  March 
1  to  March  15,  regular  employees,  amounting  to 
§4,851.09,  was  received  and  approved. 


PAYMENT    OF    AID    TO    SOLDIERS    AND 
SAILORS. 

Coun.  RUBY,  for  the  Committee  on  Soldiers' 
Relief,  submitted  report  recommending  passage  of 
order  for  payment  of  aid  to  soldiers  and  sailors  and 
their  families  during  the  month  of  March,  1931. 

The  report  was  accepted  and  the  order  passed. 


PLANS  FOR  EVACUATION  DAY  PARADE. 
Coun.  MAHONEY  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor, 
to  have  cleaned  and  put  in  proper  order  not  only 
the  streets  over  which  will  pass  the  Evacuation 
Day  parade  on  March  17,  but  all  the  other  streets 
in  South  Boston,  so  that  the  thousands  who  visit 
the  district  on  that  day  will  find  it  in  a  condition 
creditable  to  the  City  of  Boston. 

Ordered,  That  the  Boston  Traffic  Commission 
be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to 
prohibit  the  parking  of  automobiles  on  Broadway, 
between  Dorchester  avenue  and  Farragut  road, 
during  the  passing  of  the  parade  on  Evacuation 
Day,  March  17. 

Ordered,  That  the  heads  of  departments  be 
authorized  to  allow  all  city  employees  whose 
services  can  be  dispensed  with  without  detriment 
to  the  service,  a  half-holiday  without  loss  of  pay 
on  Evacuation  Day,  March  17. 

Severally  passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


PROPOSED  ACCEPTANCE  OF  GOLDSMITH 
STREET. 

Coun.  ENGLERT  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,    That   the   Board    of   Street   Commis- 
sioners be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor, 
to  lay  out  and  accept  Goldsmith  street,  Ward  11, 
as  a  public  highway. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


AUTOMATIC  TRAFFIC  SIGNAL,  WARD  11. 

Coun.  ENGLERT  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Boston  Traffic  Commission 
be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to 
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install  an  automatic  traffic  signal  at  Arborway  and 
South  street,  Ward  11. 
Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


LAND  ON  PARKER  HILL. 
Coun.  POWER  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  chapter  40  of  the  Acts  of  1931 
entitled,  "An  Act  authorizing  the  City  of  Boston 
to  transfer  to  its  Park  Department  for  public  park 
purposes  certain  land  on  Parker  Hill  in  said  city 
now  held  for  hospital  purposes"  be,  and  the  same 
hereby  is,  accepted. 

Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 


IMPROVEMENT  ON  VARNEY  STREET. 
Coun.  MURRAY  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,    That    the    Commissioner    of    Public 
Works  be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor, 
to'repave  with  smooth  pavement  Varney  street, 
Ward  19. 

Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  make  a  sidewalk  along  Varney  street,  both 
sides,  from  19  Wenham  street  to  87  Wacimsett 
street,  Ward  19,  in  front  of  the  estates  bordering 
thereon;  said  sidewalk  to  be  from  3  to  10  inches 
above  the  gutter  adjoining,  to  be  from  5  to  12  feet 
in  width,  and  to  be  built  of  artificial  stone,  with 
granite  edgestones,  under  the  provisions  of  chapter 
196  of  the  Special  Acts  of  1917. 

Severally  passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


ZONE  LIMIT  FOR  FIVE-CENT  FARE. 
Coun.  MURRAY  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  requested 
to  take  up  with   the  trustees  of  the  Boston  Ele- 
vated Railway  Company  the  matter  of  changing 
the  limit  of  the  present  five-cent  fare  zone  from 
Jamaica  Plain  to  Fenwood  road  so  that  it  will  run 
from  Jamaica  Plain  to  Massachusetts  avenue  as 
formerly. 
Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


AUTOMATIC   TRAFFIC   SIGNAL, 
BRIGHTON. 

Coun .  HEIN  offered  the  following : 

Ordered,  That  the  Boston  Traffic  Commission 
be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to 
install  an  automatic  traffic  signal  at  Union  square, 
Brighton. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


ANNUITY    TO    ELIZABETH     T.     DINEEN. 

Coun.  COX  offered  the  following: 

Resolved,  That  the  City  Council  of  Boston 
hereby  approves  the  enactment  of  legislation  to 
authorize  the  continuance  of  the  payment  of  an 
annuity  to  Elizabeth  T.  Dineen. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


INFORMATION   IN   RE    SNOW   REMOVAL. 

Coun.  DOWD  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the 
Mayor,  to  advise  the  City  Council  in  what  parts 
of  the  city  and  in  what  manner  $130,000  was 
expended  in  snow  removal. 

Coun.  DOWD — Mr.  President,  I  know  this  is 
rather  a  bright  day  to  talk  about  the  snow  situa- 
tion, but  still  I  am  rather  desirous  of  finding  out 
where  $130,000  of  the  taxpayers'  money  was 
spent  on  removal  of  snow  for  the  current  year. 
That  information  was  brought  out  as  a  result  of  a 
letter  I  sent  to  the  Mayor  criticizing  him  and  the 
Public  Works  Commissioner  for  failure  to  employ 
men  in  the  last  snowstorm.  May  I  say  this  much 
of  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Works,  that  it  is 
very  nice  for  a  man  receiving  a  salary  of  $9,000  a 
year  to  say,  "Let  the  sun  and  nature  take  care  of 
the  snow;    we  won't  employ  any  man!"     But  I 


say  to  you,  Mr.  President,  that  it  is  an  outrage 
where  there  are  10,000  men  around  in  not  only 
my  section  of  the  city  but  in  every  ward,  standing 
in  line  from  6  to  12  o'clock,  looking  for  a  chance  to 
be  employed,  and  when  they  are  then  told  that  no 
men  will  be  hired.  I  desire  to  find  out  where  the 
money  was  spent,  and  I  say  to  the  Mayor  of 
Boston  when  he  makes  that  statement  and  also 
supplements  the  statement  with  the  remark  that 
only  $50,000  was  spent  in  1930,  that  in  1930  only 
22  inches  of  snow  fell,  while  in  1931  36  inches 
of  snow  have  so  far  fallen.  So  when  the  Mayor 
says  that  he  has  spent  $130,000  against  $50,000 
that  was  spent  last  year,  he  does  not  state  the 
whole  fact,  which  is  that  an  emergency  has  existed 
in  1931  that  did  not  exist  in  1930.  I  want  to 
find  out,  Mr.  President,  where  the  $130,000  of  the 
taxpayers'  money  was  spent,  because,  if  my  memory 
serves  me  right,  most  of  the  men  who  were  placed 
at  work  were  employed  for  a  period  of  1|  to  3 
days  apiece,  and  I  cannot  for  the  life  of  me,  not 
being  a  certified  public  accountant,  figure  out 
where  such  a  sum  was  spent.  So  I  make  that 
statement  here  today,  and  I  am  desirous  of 
finding  out  in  what  sections  and  where  the  money 
was  spent. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


PARTICIPATION  BY  COMMONWEALTH  IN 
BOSTON   CENTRAL  ARTERY. 

Coun.  WILSON  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be,  and 
he  hereby  is,  respectfully  requested  to  initiate 
such  legislation,  call  such  conferences,  or  take 
such  steps  as  may  be  necessary  or  advisable  for 
a  proper  financial  participation  by  the  Common- 
wealth of  Massachusetts  in  the  Thoroughfare 
Plan  and  Central  Artery  proposed  by  the  Boston 
Planning  Board. 

Coun.  WILSON— Mr.  President,  I  offer  that 
order  at  this  time  having  in  mind  the  newspaper 
publicity  we  have  seen  in  the  past  few  months, 
particularly  with  reference  to  the  very  involved 
planning  of  thoroughfares  in  the  City  of  Boston 
as  outlined  by  Mr.  Fay,  chairman  of  the  City 
of  Boston  Planning  Board,  in  the  various  addresses 
he  has  given  on  the  subject,  and  as  set  forth  in 
the  printed  report  of  that  Board,  a  copy  of  which 
was  furnished  each  member  of  the  City  Council, 
and  also  having  in  mind  proposals  by  the  Governor, 
some  of  the  suggestions  of  his  Honor  the  Mayor, 
with  reference  to  an  increase  in  the  gasolene 
tax  for  highway  work,  and  the  most  recent  sug- 
gestion with  reference  to  a  10  per  cent  increase 
in  the  income  tax  for  1930.  Having  those  mat- 
ters in  mind,  and  having  in  mind  also  the  state- 
ment by  Mr.  Fay  with  reference  to  the  new  pro- 
posed Thoroughfare  Plan  and  the  excellent  point 
he  makes  to  the  effect  that  this  proposed  Central 
Artery  will  be  a  wide  two-level  roadway  extend- 
ing from  Nashua  street  at  the  North  Station, 
running  through  Haymarket  square,  past  the 
entrance  to  the  new  East  Boston  Tunnel  and 
following  a  route  through  the  market  district 
and  serving  the  •  financial,  retail  and  wholesale 
districts  to  Albany  street,  as  far  as  Dover  Street 
Bridge,  and  also  his  statement  that  this  artery 
is  of  great  importance  because  it  will  provide 
direct  passage  for  all  traffic  going  through  the 
city  between  the  north  and  the  southland  at  the 
same  time  will  give  access  to  all  points  in  the 
downtown  business  section,  as  well  as  his  state- 
ment to  the  effect  that  careful  estimates  show 
40  per  cent  of  the  traffic  now  using  our  principal 
business  streets  had  no  business  on  them,  but 
is  using  them  simply  because  there  is  no  other 
route  leading  traffic  to  its  destinations,  I  have 
thought  it  would  be  well  for  this  body  to  pass 
such  an  order  as  I  have  now  offered.  It  does 
appear  to  me,  Mr.  President,  that  if  we  are  really 
to  go  through  with  this  new  Thoroughfare  Plan, 
which  will  cover  almost  a  generation  in  time  and 
will  involve  the  expenditure  of  millions  and  mil- 
lions of  dollars,  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachu- 
setts should  bear  its  fair  and  proportionate  share, 
especially  in  connection  with  that  thoroughfare 
which  is  the  first  part  to  be  taken  care  of,  because, 
according  to  Mr.  Fay's  own  statement,  and  by 
the  general  agreement  of  about  everybody  con- 
cerned, I  thoroughly  believe  that  under  the  plan 
the  thoroughfare  to  be  first  constructed  will  be 
no  more  nor  less  than  a  through  traffic  artery, 
passing  through  the  heart  of  the  City  of  Boston, 
and  for  the  benefit  of  people  not  coming  to  Boston 
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to  shop  or  do  business  here,  but  to  get  through 
the  city  just  as  fast  as  they  can.  So  it  seems  to 
me,  if  we  are  to  be  committed — and  it  seems 
apparent  that  we  are  shortly  to  be  asked  to  com- 
mit ourselves — to  such  an  expenditure  of  money 
as  is  proposed  for  this  through  artery,  the  Com- 
monwealth of  Massachusetts  should  be  prepared 
to  bear  its  just  and  proportionate  share  of  the 
expense,  because  this  through  artery  will  be  just 
as  important  as  I  have  explained  and  as  has 
been  set  forth  in  the  newspapers,  as  the  Boston- 
Worcester  turnpike,  the  Worcester  by-pass  and 
the  Greenfield-Gill-Erving  cut-off,  whatever  that 
is.  So  it  seems  to  me  the  Commonwealth  of 
Massachusetts  should  help  out  materially  in  the 
way  of  expenditure  for  such  a  thoroughfare,  if 
it  is  going  to  be  put  through,  that  it  is  just  as 
important  for  Massachusetts  as  other  highways 
such  as  I  have  referred  to,  which  have  been  put 
through  in  other  parts  of  the  state.  Therefore, 
I  think  such  an  order  as  1  have  offered  should 
be  passed. 

Coun.  FITZGERALD— Mr.  President,  I  don't 
think  the  Council  should  go  on  record  in  favor  of 
this  proposition.  If  we  vote  for  it  we  are  simply 
committing  ourselves.  There  is  no  guaranty 
that  the  proposition  before  the  Legislature  is 
going  to  pass.  There  is  plenty  of  strong  opposi- 
tion to  it.  It  will  probably  involve  an  expenditure 
of  $100,000,000  before  it  is  finished.  Mr.  Harriman 
and  others  did  not  thoroughly  agree  the  other 
day  at  the  hearing  as  to  how  much  it  would  cost, 
ana  there  was  very  strong  opposition  to  putting 
the  proposed  highway  through.  So  I  don't 
think  we  ought  to  do  anything  at  the  present 
time  that  will  help  this  thing  along.  If  we  pass 
such  an  order  as  this,  it  will  simply  encourage  Mr. 
Fay  and  other  planners  who  want  to  spend  millions 
and  millions  of  the  city's  money  to  do  this  sort  of 
thing.  It  looks  to  me  as  if  this  were  an  attempt 
on  the  part  of  some  of  the  old  gang,  the  mob  who 
have  made  a  clean-up  on  the  East  Boston  Tunnel 
to  dispose  of  other  holdings  that  they  have  been 
hanging  onto  for  the  last  five  years  around  Hay- 
market  square  and  other  points,  and  that  by 
passing  such  an  order  we  will  be  placing  ourselves 
on  record  as  being  willing  to  fatten  and  make 
these  people  rich.  I  don't  say  that  the  gentleman 
who  introduces  the  order  is  in  any  way  acting 
for  any  such  interests,  but  I  do  think  we  ought 
to  go  slowly,  that  we  should  not  act  too  hastily. 
This  matter  is  now  before  the  Legislature  being 
threshed  out.  It  looks  as  if  these  people  who 
have  been  getting  holdings  around  Haymarket 
square  and  other  places  are  preparing  for  a  grand 
killing,  that  some  of  their  land  which  will  not  be 
used  in  connection  with  the  tunnel  will  perhaps 
be  taken  for  a  fire  station,  printing  plant,  or 
something  of  the  sort,  possibly  to  take  care  of 
Station  8,  in  addition  to  the  hundreds  of  thousands 
of  dollars  that  they  have  cleaned  up  already, 
while  this  City  Council  sits  idly  by  and  allows 
itself  to  be  used  in  such  clean-ups.  These  people 
have  sweated  for  five  years,  Mr.  President.  Let 
them  sweat  a  little  longer,  and  let  the  Legislature 
thresh  the  matter  out.  It  is  not  so  certain  that 
the  Legislature  will  put  this  plan  through.  I  do 
not  find  fault  with  the  gentleman  from  Dorchester 
in  this  matter,  but  I  do  trust  that  he  will  see  that 
we  should  not  suggest  what  is  proposed  in  this 
order  until  the  matter  has  been  decided  by  the 
state.  As  I  stated  at  a  previous  meeting,  real 
estate  cannot  bear  the  burden,  and  certain  people 
who  have  been  putting  in  orders  for  millions  of 
dollars  in  the  past  two  years  don't  dare  to  increase 
the  burden  on  real  estate  any  more.  So  they  are 
now  resorting  to  other  methods.  I  have,  however, 
very  serious  doubts  whether  this  matter  now 
under  consideration  will  go  through  the  Legisla- 
ture this  year,  because,  if  we  are  correctly  informed 
by  the  newspapers,  there  is  plenty  of  excitement 
in  the  matter  and  for  the  first  time  people  paying 
the  bills  are  beginning  to  have  it  dawn  on  them 
that  money  cannot  be  raised  simply  by  working 
a  printing  press,  that  it  comes  out  of  them  person- 
ally, and  they  are  becoming  aroused  to  action, 
which  will  stop  this  flood  of  expenditure.  There- 
fore, I  hope  that  this  matter  mil  be  laid  on  the 
table  until  a  later  date,  to  see  what  the  Legislature 
does. 

Coun.  WILSON— Mr.  President,  when  I 
introduced  this  order  I  did  not  intend  to  raise 
such  a  furore  in  certain  quarters.  I  did  not 
intend  to  commit  the  Council  or  myself  either  in 
favor  of  the  proposed  gasolene  tax  or  an  increased 
income  tax,  or  even  to  the  proposed  new  Thorough- 
fare Plan.     My  only  idea  was  that  if  this  plan  was 


to  be  considered  favorably  at  this  time,  aB  set 
forth  in  the  papers,  in  connection  with  the  program 
for  construction  of  public  works  by  the  Common- 
wealth of  Massachusetts,  in  so  far  as  it  involved, 
as  it  evidently  does,  an  improvement  which 
will  be  for  the  benefit  of  the  Commonwealth 
fully  as  much  as,  if  not  more  than  for  the  benefit 
of  the  City  of  Boston,  the  Commonwealth  of 
Massachusetts  should  participate  in  the  expense; 
and  my  only  purpose  in  introducing  this  partic- 
ular order  at  this  time  was  to  focus  the  attention 
of  the  taxpayers  of  Boston,  as  weil  as  of  the 
members  of  the  Legislature,  a  little  more  vividly 
on  the  fact  that  if  the  Commonwealth  of  Massa- 
chusetts is  going  to  raise  millions  for  street  im- 
provements for  through  arteries  of  traffic,  and  if 
it  proposes  as  in  this  case  to  carry  through  a 
thoroughfare  in  the  heart  of  the  City  of  Boston 
which  will  involve  an  expense  of  millions  of  dollars 
with  no  real  benefit  to  the  City  of  Boston  pri- 
marily, but  a  thoroughfare  which  will  serve 
practically  as  a  traffic  highway  for  the  state, 
such  as  the  Worcester  turnpike,  Massachusetts 
should  contribute  its  share,  not  simply  taking 
the  position  that  this  is  for  the  benefit  of  the 
City  of  Boston,  when  it  is  really  for  the  benefit 
of  the  whole  state. 

Coun.  ARNOLD — Mr.  President,  I  am  so 
seldom  in  agreement  with  my  friend  from  Ward  17 
(Coun.  Wilson)  that  perhaps,  as  I  am  in  agreement 
with  him  on  this  order,  I  should  now  say  so.  If 
there  is  one  thing  that  the  City  of  Boston  and  the 
Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts  need,  it  is 
adequate  highway  thoroughfares.  A  little  over  a 
year  ago  I  had  some  experience  in  traveling  by 
automobile  through  fifteen  of  our  sister  states,  and 
in  no  one  of  them  did  I  encounter  such  difficulties 
in  making  progress  by  automobile  as  here  in 
Massachusetts,  and  particularly  in  the  City  of 
Boston.  If  there  is  one  thing  I  am  always  con- 
sistently in  favor  of,  it  is  adequate  means  of  egress 
and  ingress  from  and  to  our  city,  and  throughout 
the  Commonwealth.  I  believe  that  much  of  the 
so-called  high  cost  of  living  in  greater  Boston  is 
in  part  due  to  the  slowing  up  of  traffic  and  the 
time  wasted  in  distribution.  I  might  say  in  pass- 
ing that  it  is  not  altogether  due  to  road  surfacing. 
It  is  also  due  to  lack  in  other  transportation 
facilities,  railroads,  and  so  forth.  But  1  want  to 
go  on  record  now,  as  I  always  have,  in  favor  of 
making  accessible  our  assets  in  this  city.  It  will 
cost  millions,  to  be  sure,  but  if  it  is  delayed  longer 
it  will  cost  many,  many  more  millions.  There- 
fore, I  hope  the  order  will  prevail. 

Coun.  GREEN— Mr.  President,  I  would  like 
to  ask  the  councilor  from  Dorchester,  through  the 
Chair,  if  he  is  satisfied  to  have  this  matter  referred 
to  the  Legislative  Committee'.' 

Coun.  WILSON— Mr.  President,  I  don't  want 
to  oppose  any  reasonable  suggestion,  but  I  would 
merely  suggest  that  the  order  is  addressed  to  the 
Mayor  of  Boston,  trusting  that  he  will  perhaps 
take  the  initiative  in  this  matter.  I  have  no 
objection  to  the  order  going  to  the  Executive 
Committee,  but  I  do  not  care  to  have  it  pigeon- 
holed in  the  Legislative  Committee.  I  have  no 
desire  to  press  the  order  for  passage  immediately, 
and  am  willing  to  agree  to  what  the  majority  of 
the  Council  want  done.  But  I  do  feel,  in  view  of 
the  newspaper  publicity  we  are  getting  in  this 
matter,  that  everybody  should  have  in  mind  the 
real  situation  here, — that  this  is  a  matter  in  which 
the  Commonwealth  at  large  is  certainly  as  much 
interested  as  the  City  of  Boston.  It  is  not  really 
a  city,  but  is  a  state  proposition,  and  if  we  are 
going  to  get  into  it  that  is  something  that  the 
people  of  Boston  and  the  people  of  the  rest  of  the 
state  should  have  in  mind.  1  think  the  sooner 
that  question  is  settled  the  better. 

The  motion  to  lay  on  the  table  was  declared  lost. 
On  motion  of  Coun.  WILSON,  the  order  was 
referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 


Coun.  FITZGERALD  in  the  chair. 


SIDEWALK  ON  RICHFIELD  STREET. 
Coun.  KELLY  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Works 
make  a  sidewalk  along  39  and  41  Richfield  street, 
Ward  15,  in  front  of  the  estates  bordering  thereon; 
said  sidewalk  to  be  from  3  to  10  inches  above  the 
gutter  adjoining,  to  be  from  5  to  12  feet  in  width, 
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and  to  be  built  of  artificial  stone,  with  granite  edge- 
stones,  under  the  provisions  of  chapter  196  of  the 
Special  Acts  of  1917. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule: 


BIDS  ON  CONSTRUCTION  OF  EAST  BOSTON 
TUNNEL. 
Coun.  MoGRATH  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  requested 
to  instruct  the  Transit  Commission  to  reject  all 
bids  for  the  construction  of  the  East  Boston  Tun- 
nel and  readvertise  same. 

Coun.  McGRATH — Mr.  President,  we  have 
been  informed  during  the  past  week  that  a  concern 
outside  of  the  City  of  Boston  has  been  the  low 
bidder  on  the  biggest  job  that  we  will  have  in 
the  City  of  Boston  during  this  entire  adminis- 
tration, and  because  of  the  great  difference  in 
figures  between  the  successful  bidder  and  those 
concerns  which  were  unsuccessful, — one  of  which, 
a  qualified  concern,  has  done  business  with  our 
city  for  years, — the  difference  being  over 
$4,000,000,  the  question  arises,  How  are  these 
men  to  save  that  money  and  do  this  work  at  a 
profit  to  themselves?  In  the  laBt  three  or  four 
days  that  question  has  been  answered,  because 
of  the  fact  that  this  concern  is  to  import  every 
Bingle  man  who  works  on  the  job.  They  have  a 
representative  now  in  Boston  who  is  going  through 
the  locality  represented  by  the  councilor  from 
Ward  1  (Coun.  Donovan)  to  get  housing  facil- 
ities for  their  employees,  and  they  are  preparing 
to  pay  them  and  work  them  under  the  old-fashioned 
padrone  system.  Therefore  we  see  an  outside 
concern  which  can  come  in  here  and  bid  lower 
than  other  concerns,  because  it  is  going  to  take 
out  of  the  very  hearts  and  souls  of  its  workers  the 
amount  represented  by  the  discrepancy,  the  sum 
needed  to  make  a  profit  for  the  concern.  There- 
fore, sir,  under  this  order  I  ask  for  a  reopening 
of  bids.  We  have  waited  two  years  for  this  work 
to  start.  We  can  within  three  weeks  have  new 
bids  opened.  We  can  find  out  who  this  concern 
is,  why  they  now  bid  in  Boston  for  the  first  time, 
and  why  they  now  come  here  as  a  subsidiary. 
You  hear  nothing  about  the  main  company  assum- 
ing responsibility,  but  you  hear  that  some  of  this 
concern  have  been  members  of  another  concern 
that  has  done  $122,000,000  of  work.  But  it  is 
not  the  same  concern,  Mr.  President.  Is  this  a 
new  concern?  Is  this  a  new  venture?  Are  they 
about  to  carry  out  their  plans  for  bringing  out- 
side workers  here  to  the  City  of  Boston,  with 
thousands  of  men  in  this  city  unemployed,  men 
who  are  really  entitled  to  get  the  money  that 
comes  from  the  taxpayers  instead  of  having  it 
go  outBide  into  the  hands  of  others?  Are  we  to  see 
imported  into  our  city  laborers  from  another 
city,  men  who  are  even  not  citizens  of  the  country, 
men  employed  under  the  padrone  system,  the 
money  being  furnished  by  Boston's  taxpayers? 
Perhaps  all  these  arguments  can  be  successfully 
refuted  if  those  who  have  kept  in  oblivion  will 
come  forward  and  assume  responsibility  for  this 
concern  and  tell  the  elected  members  of  this 
body  what  they  intend  to  do,  where  the  head- 
quarters of  this  concern  are,  who  the  men  whom 
it  is  going  to  employ  are,  and  where  they  live, 
whether  it  is  going  to  employ  citizens  of  Boston 
or  citizens  of  Massachusetts,  or  whether  it  is 
going  to  bring  into  this  city  from  the  city  of  New 
York  men  who  are  not  even  citizens,  to  take  away 
the  work  that  rightfully  belongs  to  citizens  of 
our  city.  Mr.  President,  this  is  a  question  of 
vital  importance,  and  at  the  extreme  outside 
all  it  means,  if  we  pass  this  order  and  action 
is  taken  under  it,  is  a  delay  of  three  weeks  more 
after  a  delay  that  we  have  already  had  of  two 
years.  These  concerns  can  then  all  sharpen 
their  pencils  again,  and  if  this  same  concern 
wants  to  put  in  another  bid  it  can  do  so,  and  can 
even  cut  its  bid.  Perhaps,  if  this  concern  can 
show  that  it  is  sincere,  that  it  intends  to  do  the 
right  thing,  if  the  competition  is  open  to  all  it 
may  come  in  again  and  even  save  the  city  con- 
siderable money,  because  if  it  is  sincere  and  pro- 
poses to  give  to  us  a  first-class  job  and  hire  citizen 
labor,  and  can  show  that  such  is  the  case,  very  well. 
But  the  only  reason  for  introducing  the  order 
is  to  open  the  thing  up  to  competition  and  to 
allow  the  spokesmen  of  this  concern  to  come  out 
of  the  secrecy  that  has  so  far  enveloped  them, 
into  the  open.  Let  them  state  who  they  are  and 
what  they  propose  to  do,   so   that  we  may  be 


satisfied  on  these  points  and  the  stories  we  hear 
may  be  set  at  rest.  I  ask  a  suspension  of  the  rule, 
sir,  so  that  his  Honor  the  Mayor  may  be  requested 
to  reopen  these  bids  and  give  to  Boston  concerns 
and  Boston  labor  a  chance  to  earn  the  dollars 
that  have  been  appropriated  by  Boston's  citizens. 

Coun.  DOWD — Mr.  President,  I  have  listened 
with  a  great  deal  of  interest,  and  I  must  say  some 
amusement,  to  the  remarks  of  the  President 
of  this  Council  in  introducing  this  order.  Since 
I  have  been  a  member  of  this  body  I  never  have 
listened  to  such  an  order  introduced  and  read 
in  the  Boston  City  Council.  The  President 
has  played  upon  the  sympathies  of  the  members 
of  this  Council  in  stating  that  this  concern  which 
has  made  the  lowest  bid  will  import  labor  from 
New  York.  Well,  Mr.  President,  it  is  to  laugh! 
Here  in  Boston  alone  we  have  contractors  to 
whom  the  Mayor  of  Boston  has  given  contract 
after  contract  where  citizen  labor  has  not  been 
employed  by  the  contractor,  and  I  say  to  you, 
Mr.  President,  if  they  cannot  inforce  the  citizen 
labor  provision  on  such  contracts  as  have  been 
given  out  right  along,  how  are  they  to  regulate 
a  tunnel  job  of  this  kind?  Mr.  President,  what 
is  the  real  situation  in  this  matter?  Why  did 
this  New  York  concern  come  in  and  bid  on  this 
contract?  Because  they  were  requested  to,  and 
their  bid  is  under  the  specific  conditions  provided 
by  the  Boston  city  charter  and  under  the  usual 
specifications  under  which  such  bids  are  made. 
But  when  the  bids  are  opened,  what  do  we  find 
has  happened?  Lo  and  behold!  we  find  that 
several  concerns  have  underbid  the  gentleman 
who  was  supposed  to  get  the  contract.  Gentle- 
men, we  all  know  who  he  was.  But,  because 
he  was  underbid,  it  is  now  proposed  under  this 
order  that  we  ask  the  Mayor  of  Boston  to  throw 
out  the  bids  and  open  the  thing  up  again.  I 
wonder,  Mr.  President,  what  the  taxpayers  are 
going  to  say  about  it.  We  are  coming  up  for 
election  in  a  very  short  time.  I  understand  that 
the  low  bid  on  this  work  was  under  $6,000,000. 
Now,  there  is  nobody  who  can  question  the  respon- 
sibility of  this  company  from  New  York,  the  com- 
Eany  which  submitted  the  lowest  bid.  They 
ave  just  completed  $122,000,000  of  tunnel 
work,  and  can  y%u  tell  me  of  any  concern  in  the 
City  of  Boston  that  has  done  any  such  amount 
of  work  in  the  tunnel  line  in  the  last  100  years? 
I  say  to  you,  Mr.  President,  I  say  to  every  mem- 
ber of  this  Council — and  I  say  it  advisedly — that 
this  is  nothing  but  a  political  scheme  to  steal 
two  and  a  half  million  dollars  of  the  taxpayers' 
money.  There  isn't  any  real  question  about  the 
reliability  of  this  concern.  It  is  now  completing 
a  $55,000,000  job  in  the  great  city  of  New  York. 
If  that  is  so,  can  you  question  its  reliability? 
Can  you  say  that  it  is  not  fitted  to  do  the  work? 
It  has  bid  on  this  job  under  the  provisions  of  the 
statute,  under  our  charter,  observing  the  speci- 
fications that  were  required,  and  it  was  the  low 
bidder,  the  next  lowest  bidder  being  half  a  million 
dollars  over  it,  a  Boston  concern  $2,000,000 
over  that,  and  then  you  get  down  to  the  gentle- 
man who  was  supposed  to  get  the  contract,  whose 
bid  was  $2,500,000  above  the  lowest  bid.  And 
that  concern  whose  bid  was  two  and  a  half  million 
dollars  is  a  New  York  concern  and  was  supposed 
to  get  the  contract,  gentlemen.  So  that  is  the 
question  to  be  decided,  whether  it  shall  be  given 
to  one  New  York  contractor  or  another.  When 
you  talk  about  men  being  imported,  that  is  ridicu- 
lous. It  is  out  of  the  question.  The  Transit 
Commission  and  the  Mayor  of  Boston  are  on  the 
job.  They  will  see  that  men  are  not  imported. 
Of  course,  the  concern  will  have  to  bring  here 
its  engineers  and  supervisory  men,  but  the  labor- 
ing force  will  be  employed  from  men  in  Boston. 
After  all,  when  you  talk  about  unemployment, 
what  does  it  amount  to?  The  Mayor  of  Boston 
has  had  plenty  of  opportunity  to  place  men  at 
work,  and  he  has  refused  to  do  it.  According 
to  our  records,  Colonel  Sullivan  says  that  at  no 
time  will  over  400  men  be  employed  on  this  proj- 
ect. And  yet  you  members  of  the  Council  have 
allowed  these  millions  to  be  appropriated  without 
a  word  of  protest.  The  city  has  advertised  for 
bids,  and  here  we  have  a  concern  from  New  York 
City  which  has  built  $122,000,000  of  tunnels, 
one  of  the  largest  concerns  of  that  kind  in  the 
entire  country,  as  the  lowest  bidder.  You  can- 
not question  them.  They  will  be  bonded,  and 
they  are  supposed  to  carry  the  work  out  accord- 
ing to  the  specifications.  If  they  don't  do  it, 
it  is  up  to  the  Transit  Commission,  who  drew  up 
the  specifications,  and  to  the  Mayor,  to  see  that 
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they  do  do  it.  But  don't  let  anybody  play  on 
your  sympathy  in  this  matter  of  bringing  labor 
to  Boston  from  outside.  That  sort  of  talk  doesn't 
mean  anything,  as  these  bids  are  made  under 
certain  specifications  and  under  certain  require- 
ments, and  the  bidders  are  supposed  to  live  up 
to  those  specifications  and  requirements.  If 
you  upset  here  a  bid  which  is  $2,500,000  lower 
than  that  of  the  man  who  was  expected  to  get  the 
contract,  and  thereby  add  to  the  tax  rate  in  the 
City  of  Boston,  you  will  have  to  face  that  question, 
every  one  of  you,  in  the  near  future.  If  there 
were  any  question  about  the  reliability  of  the 
concern,  I  would  agree,  but  I  think  it  must  be 
clear  to  all  of  you  that  there  is  no  such  question. 
The  only  question  is,  whether  you  will  give  it  to 
a  higher  bidder,  a  man  who  has  bid  $8,500,000, 
another  New  York  contractor.  It  was  evidently 
expected  that  that  contractor  would  be  the  low 
man,  but  when  the  bids  were  opened  they  had  a 
terrible  shock.  So  that  is  what  it  comes  down  to, 
gentlemen,  a  difference  of  $2,500,000  between 
these  two  New  York  concerns,  bidding  under  the 
same  conditions  and  accepting  the  same  specifica- 
tions. And  bo  I  reiterate  my  statement  that  if 
this  Council  goes  on  record  against  what  I  take 
to  be  a  legitimate  bid  from  a  legitimate  con- 
tractor, you  gentlemen  from  Brighton,  Charles- 
town,  East  Boston  and  other  sections  of  this 
city,  are  going  to  be  held  personally  responsible 
for  the  stealing  of  $2,500,000,  which  will  go  into 
the  political  coffers  of  men  operating  in  the  City 
of  Boston. 

Coun.  KELLY — Mr.  Chairman,  when  I  saw  the 
President  of  this  body  relinquish  his  seat  in  the 
chair  to  you,  sir,  1  figured  that  something  of  great 
importance  was  about  to  transpire.  So  naturally 
1  was  very  much  interested  in  every  word  that  the 
President  said  on  his  order.  I  might  go  a  step 
farther.  I  might  say  that  the  Mayor  has  a  very 
reputable  spokesman  in  the  present  President,  in 
putting  over  this  particular  order.  If  there  is 
anybody  in  the  Council  who  can  do  it,  he  is  the 
fellow.  But  let  us  hope  that  polished  oratory  will 
not  sway  any  of  the  memDers  of  the  City  Council 
from  doing  their  duty,  the  duty  they  promised  the 
taxpayers  that  they  would  perform  when  they 
were  running  for  office  in  this  body.  Let  me  go  a 
step  farther  than  my  colleague  from  Roxbury 
(Coun.  Dowd).  We  saw  the  Mayor  come  back 
unexpectedly  from  Cuba  the  first  of  last  week. 
Everybody  admitted  that  his  return  was  unex- 
pected. The  papers  carried  it  as  an  unexpected 
return.  Now,  there  are  rumors  about  this  city 
that  the  reason  why  the  Mayor  came  back  to  the 
City  of  Boston  at  the  time  was  to  be  present  at  the 
opening  of  these  bids,  so  as  to  see  that  his  friend, 
the  New  York  concern  that  bid  No.  4,  McGovern 
by  name — and  a  man  who  put  in  a  bid  amounting 
to  over  $8,000,000— might  get  this  particular  con- 
tract. There  are  further  rumors  about  Boston, 
Mr.  President,  that  the  two  lower  bidders  have 
been  asked  to  withdraw  their  bids  under  threat  of 
being  jumped.  Now,  we  all  know  that  every 
member  of  the  Council  wants  to  see  the  work 
start  in  this  and  other  projects  around  the  City  of 
Boston.  We  have  been  hearing  about  the  East 
Boston  Tunnel  for  two  years,  and  still  nothing  has 
been  done.  We  want  men  to  go  to  work  there. 
We  don't  want  unnecessary  delay.  We  want  to 
have  the  bids  advertised  and  the  contract  closed 
so  that  unemployed  men  in  this  city  may  get  a  job. 
We  want  also  to  see  the  Mayor  do  as  he  has  been 
doing  persistently, — give  the  job  to  the  low  bidder, 
even  if  it  is  not  a  friend  of  his.  Now,  I  know  what 
has  been  going  on  in  this  matter.  I  know  that  the 
No.  3  bidder,  the  C.  and  R.  Construction  Com- 
pany, are  nothing  but  errand  boys,  nothing  but 
Senator  Ward's  old  concern,  to  protect  the  No.  4 
bidder,  intending  to  withdraw  if  it  was  No.  1 
and  allow  the  contract  to  go  to  the  New  York 
contractor,  No.  4,  at  $8,000,000  or  over.  I  know 
what  is  going  on  here,  Mr.  President.  There  are 
rumors  about  town.  Now,  is  this  body  going  to 
take  any  part  in  allowing  such  a  steal?  Why 
didn't  the  Mayor,  if  he  wanted  this  done,  and  if 
he  haB  the  nerve  he  is  supposed  to  have,  reject  it? 
Why  did  he  not  reject  the  bid?  Why  should  he 
come  to  the  City  Council  and  say,  "You  do  my 
dirty  work;  you  put  the  Council  on  record,  backing 
me  up  in  rejecting  the  bid"?  Now,  who  is  Silas 
Mason,  the  low  bidder,  at  $5,800,000?  As  Coun- 
cilor Dowd  ably  told  you,  that  is  a  very  respectable 
and  reputable  concern.  They  posted  a  bond,  a 
deposit  of  $50,000.  They  are  under  bonds  to  do 
that  work  according  to  specifications.  They  are 
rated  in  Bradstreet's.     All  you  have  to  do  is  to 


look  at  Bradstreet's  to  see  their  rating  right  there, 
and  I  have  already  seen  it.  I  have  heard  so  much 
talk  in  favor  of  and  against  things  under  the  guise 
of  unemployment  that  I  wondered  how  they 
would  go  about  this  matter,  and  now  we  hear  the 
able  President  talking  here  about  the  adoption  of 
the  old  padrone  system,  importing  laborers  here 
from  New  York.  What  a  joke,  Mr.  President, 
what  a  tremendous  joke,  when  you  consider  the 
contract  specifications  and  what  they  have  agreed 
to  do,  that  one  of  the  requirements  is  that  the  men 
employed  shall  be  residents  of  this  city  or  state. 
How  can  the  President  get  up  on  the  floor  of  this 
body  and  tell  the  members  of  the  City  Council 
that  that  concern  is  going  to  import  labor  from  New 
York?  That  would  be  a  violation  of  the  terms  of 
the  contract  and  we  could  step  in  and  compel  them 
to  hire  citizens  of  Massachusetts.  I  am  surprised 
that  the  Mayor,  through  his  spokesman  here, 
should  show  so  much  interest  in  seeing  that  men 
living  in  the  City  of  Boston  are  given  work,  when 
on  two  different  occasions  1  have  introduced 
orders  into  the  Council  to  compel  contractors  doing 
Boston  work  to  use  citizens  and  taxpayers  of  the 
City  of  Boston  on  that  work,  compelling  them  to 
hire  Boston  men.  And  still  they  have  deliber- 
ately fired  Boston  men,  some  living  in  my  own 
ward,  to  put  at  work  men  living  in  Somerville, 
Medford,  Maiden  and  other  places.  So  I  was 
wondering  how  the  Mayor's  mind  moved  on  this 
thing.  I  see  now  how  it  is  moving,  that  he  is 
going  to  try  to  get  the  twenty-two  members  of 
this  body  to  put  themselves  on  record  in  this 
matter  in  favor  of  rejecting  the  bids  and  reopening 
the  thing,  so  that  he  can  then  say,  "Well,  the  city 
fathers  are  in  favor  of  rejecting  the  bids  that  have 
been  put  in,  and  so  I  will  reject  them."  Then 
you  can  see  how  the  thing  is  going  to  operate. 
Delay  is  a  very  important  element  in  these  matters. 
But  this  is  the  Mayor's  business,  and  he  does  not 
need  any  action  by  our  body  to  assist  him.  He 
himself  can  sign  or  reject,  and  he  now  has  the 
opportunity  to  sign  this  contract  with  a  reputable 
New  York  concern  even  if,  of  course,  it  might 
mean  a  few  dollars  coming  out  of  his  pocket  that 
might  come  in  if  No.  4  got  it. 

Coun.  RUBY — Mr.  President,  I  don't  like  to 
interrupt  the  councilor  from  Ward  15,  but  I 
believe  if  I  sit  by  and  listen  to  a  statement  of  that 
kind  without  a  challenge  I  am  as  much  responsible 
for  the  statement  as  if  I  had  made  it  myself,  and  I 
don't  think  this  body  or  any  member  of  it  has  a 
right  to  characterize  in  his  remarks  anybody  con- 
nected with  the  city  government  of  Boston  in  any 
such  way  as  the  councilor  from  Ward  15  has. 

Chairman  FITZGERALD— The  Chair  would 
state  that  the  point  is  well  taken,  and  will  ask 
Councilor  Kelly  to  refrain  from  further  personali- 
ties, but  to  keep  within  the  question. 

Coun.  KELLY — Mr.  President,  I  merely  want 
to  emphasize  the  fact  that  a  tremendous  steal  is 
about  to  be  pulled  off,  and  I  must  say  who  is 
involved  in  it  in  order  to  have  my  colleagues 
understand  it.  The  councilor  from  Ward  14 
(Coun.  Ruby)  seems  to  take  great  delight  in  defend- 
ing the  Mayor  of  Boston  and  also  to  take  great 
delight  in  interrupting  me  at  every  public  meeting 
of  this  body.  I  don't  see  why  I  cannot  go  along 
and  tell  my  story.  I  don't  interrupt  him,  and  I 
never  have  interrupted  any  member  of  the  Council 
who  has  got  up  here  to  speak.  I  am  sick  and 
tired  of  being  interrupted  by  a  fellow  who  is 
nothing  but  a  rubber  stamp  for  the  Mayor  in 
everything  that  we  do. 

Chairman  FITZGERALD— The  gentleman  will 
have  to  confine  himself  to  the  question. 

Coun.  KELLY— All  right,  Mr.  President.  Now, 
Mr.  President  and  members  of  the  Council,  in 
closing,  my  entreaty  to  you  is  to  remember  that 
you  are  here  to  protect  the  taxpayers  who  elected 
you.  Don't  allow  this  steal  to  go  through.  I  am 
telling  you  that  the  low  bidder  in  this  matter  is  a 
reputable  concern,  and  has  deposited  $50,000. 
He  will  be  under  bond,  will  have  to  live  up  to 
every  specification  of  the  contract,  and  if  what  is 
being  done  is  not  in  the  interest  of  the  taxpayers 
and  not  in  accordance  with  the  terms  of  the  con- 
tract we  can  point  it  out.  So  I  hope  that  this 
order  will  not  pass. 

Coun.  WILSON— Mr.  President,  I  think  per- 
haps this  is  a  question  which  had  better  not  have 
been  brought  in  here,  and  I  think  possibly  the 
councilor  who  introduced  it  and  for  whom  I  have 
the  highest  regard  wishes  now  that  it  had  not 
been  introduced,  thereby  causing  such  a  furore. 
I  do  not  think,  personally,  he  was  influenced  to 
introd  uce  that  particular  order  in  this  body  by 
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anyone  other  than  himself.     It  seems  to  me  this 
is  a  question  we  should  approach  dispassionately. 
I  don't  know  personally  whether  the  low  bidder 
on  this  particular  job — Silas  Mason,  Silas  Marner, 
or  whatever  his  name  is — has  some  financial  stand- 
ing or  none.     But  it  does  seem  to  me  that  the 
question  of  high  or  low  bids  on  a  big  project  of 
the  City  of  Boston  like  this  is  something  entirely 
beyond  the  province  of  the  City  Council.     I  feel 
— stripping  away   some  of   the   personalities  that 
unfortunately  have  been  introduced — that  the  citi- 
zens  of   Boston   are   properly   protected   on   this 
particular  job — as  much  so  as  on  any  job.     A 
surety  company  bond  must  be  filed,  and,   if  we 
have  any  reliance  on  the  Corporation  Counsel  and 
the  administrative  officers  of  the  City  of  Boston, 
we  may  rest  assured  that  a  proper  surety  bond  is 
being  filed;    and  if  the  man  or  concern  that  has 
bid  low  has  bid  too  low,  that  will  be  unfortunate 
for  the  surety  company  that  makes  good  on  the 
bond.     I  don't  see  how  the  padrone  system   or 
any  other  such  system  can  be  introduced  under 
any  contract  with  the  City  of  Boston,  provided 
the  administrative  officers  of  the  city  are  on  to  their 
job,  because  I  have  before  me  the  ordinance  con- 
cerning which  we  have  heard  so  much  during  the 
past  four  or  five  years — chapter  40  of  the  Revised 
Ordinances  of  1925, — the  language  from  which  is 
included  in  section  11  of  every  such  contract,  as 
far  as   I   know,    specifically   providing   that   none 
but  citizens  can  be  employed  on  city  work, — a  pro- 
vision which  has,  I  admit,  been  constantly  over- 
ridden, however.     On  the  other  hand,  we  cannot 
expect  the  Mayor  of  the  City  of  Boston  or  the 
Public  Works  Commissioner  to  continually  go  out 
on  each  one  of  these  j  obs  that  is  being  carried  on  to 
ascertain  whether  a  noncitizen  is  on  a  particular 
job.     I  feel  that  things  that  have  been  said  here 
today   in    connection   with   this    question    of   low 
bidder    or    high    bidder    are    very    unfortunate. 
I  wish  we  could  strip  from   the  record  the  per- 
sonalities that  have  been  engaged  in.     I  under- 
stand that  some   of  the  biggest  concerns  in   the 
United   States,   certainly,   the  biggest   along   the 
Atlantic  seaboard,  have  bid  on  this  work,  and  that 
there  is  a  diversity  in  the  bids.     I  don't  care  who 
the  bidders  are,  but  certainly  the  low  man  must 
file  a  proper  bond.     If  the  Mayor  and  Corpora- 
tion Counsel  are  on  the  job,  whoever  the  contractor 
is  that  gets  it,  he  must  stand  the  gaff  if  he  violates 
any  of  the  provisions  of  the  contract,  and  in  that 
case   the   taxpayers   of   Boston   will  lose  nothing. 
We  will  not  have  noncitizen  labor  imported  here  if 
the  contractor,  whether  a  New  York  or  Boston 
man,   is  held  to  the   conditions   of   the  contract, 
and  if  the  Mayor  of  Boston  and  the  Public  Works 
Commissioner  insist  on  the  city  ordinances  being 
complied  with.     I  don't  think  we  should  be  asked 
to  go  on  record  as  for  or  against  the  particular 
order  that  has  been  introduced  here  at  this  time, 
in  view  of  the  personalities  that  have  been  inter- 
changed and,  having  that  in  mind, — although  I  do 
not   care   to  press   the  motion   if    others  want   to 
record    themselves, — I    believe    that    the    matter 
should  be  referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 
<  Coun.  GREEN — Mr.  President,  1  rise  at  this 
time  not  as  a  defender  of  our  President,  but  it 
seems  to  be  an  open  season  and  everybody  seems 
to  be  taking  a   shot  at  that  gentleman,  and  I 
don't  feel  that  I   would   be  doing  my  duty  if  1 
did  not  rise  at  this  time  and  say  just  a  word  in 
his  defence.     If  what  he  has  stated  here  today  is 
the  truth,  we  should  bring  these  people  in  here. 
I  am  not  interested  in  the  Central  Construction 
Company,  in  Pat  McGovern,  or  in  Silas  Mason, 
Incorporated,    but   if   everything   he   has   said   is 
true    about    the    Mason    Company,    I    think,    as 
representatives  of   the  city  and  as  custodians  of 
the  interests  of  the  taxpayers  and  the  city  pay 
rolls,  we  should  know  something  ahout  this  Mason, 
Incorporated.     I   am    not   standing   here   at   this 
time  as  a  public  defender  of  his  Honor  the  Mayor, 
nor  am  1  criticizing  his  action.     There  have   been 
some  charges  made  here  this  afternoon  and  some 
unkind  things  have  been  said  about  the  Mayor 
and  the  President  of  our  City  Council,  two  honor- 
able    gentlemen.     I    think    nobody    can    question 
the   honesty   or   integrity   of   either.     They   may 
make  mistakes,  to  be  sure.     We  all  do  that.     But 
I  rise  at  this  time,   Mr.  President,  and  ask  you, 
sir,  to  expunge  from  the  record  —  and  I  am  going 
to  ask   Councilor  Dowd  and   Councilor  Kelly  to 
expunge  from  the  records  —  all  the  unkind  things 
that    have    been    said    about    the   administration 
and  the  President  of  our  body  here  this  afternoon. 
We  are  elected  as  servants  of  the  people  to  carry 
out   the  wishes   of   the   citizens   of   Boston   here. 
There  are  too  many  burlesque  shows  held  here 


Monday  afternoons,  and  we  are  beginning  to 
look  ridiculous  in  the  eyes  of  the  people  who  sent 
us  here.  We  are  sent  here  to  protect  the  interests 
of  the  citizens  of  Boston,  and,  of  course,  we  should 
do  so.  I  don't  care  about  Tomasello,  Pat  Mc- 
Govern, the  Central  Construction  Company,  or 
any  concern  that  any  senator  or  any  public  servant 
may  be  interested  in.  I  heard  a  man  today  say 
that  he  thought  every  bid  should  be  rejected  and 
that  this  work  should  be  let  out  per  diem  by  the 
City  of  Boston,  thereby  putting  seven  times  as 
many  men  at  work  as  would  be  put  at  work  under 
any  contract.  If  all  bids  were  rejected  and  this 
work  were  let  out  by  day  labor,  we  would  accom- 
plish something.  But  we  will  never  get  anywhere 
by  argument  among  ourselves,  one  member 
accusing  another.     It  is  time  to  call  a  halt. 

Coun.  DONOVAN — Mr.  President,  I  was  not 
here  when  the  order  was  introduced,  and  I  don't 
know  what  has  been  said.  But,  primarily,  I  am 
interested  in  the  building  of  the  East  Boston 
Tunnel.  I  am  not  interested  in  the  question  of 
who  the  contractor  may  be.  Consequently,  so 
far  as  any  argument  that  may  have  taken  place 
here  this  afternoon  is  concerned,  I  don't  intend 
to  inject  myself  into  such,  especially  from  the 
standpoint  of  indulging  in  personalities.  These 
bids,  however,  having  been  submitted  to  the 
Transit  Department.  I  believe  the  matter  should 
be  referred  here  to  Executive  Committee  and 
that  we  should  send  for  the  Transit  Commission 
and  ask  how  the  figures  compare  with  figures 
that  they  have  made  in  connection  with  that 
work.  I  repeat  that  I  am  not  interested  in  any 
particular  contractor,  but  that  I  am  interested 
in  seeing  the  tunnel  get  under  way.  I  listened 
with  interest  to  what  was  just  said  by  Councilor 
Green.  But  I  would  say  that  we  cannot  do  this 
by  day  labor.  The  act  under  which  we  are 
proceeding  originated  in  the  Legislature,  and  we 
have  to  carry  out  the  work  in  accordance  with 
the  terms  of  the  act.  The  work  must  be  done  by 
contractors  under  the  supervision  of  the  Transit 
Department.  1  believe  that  at  this  time  the 
members  of  the  City  Council  should  send  for  the 
chairman  of  the  Transit  Commission,  having 
him  come  in  here  and  tell  us  just  what  he  thinks 
in  regard  to  the  proposed  contract  and  in  regard 
to  the  matter  generally.  Consequently,  I  move 
reference  to  the  Executive  Committee. 

Coun  McGRATH— Mr.  President,  I  hope  the 
Council  will  not  get  unduly  disturbed  about  what 
men  here  have  said  about  me.  I  have  been  in 
politics  for  sixteen  years  and  I  could  write  a  book 
on  what  has  been  said  about  me  and  what  I  have 
said  about  other  people.  That  is  a  healthy  thing, 
and  I  don't  mind  it  at  all.  I  would,  however, 
emphasize  one  thing  to  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  8  (Coun.  Dowd).  It  frequently  happens 
that  when  a  concern  which  is  not  a  good  and 
reputable  concern  wants  to  evade  the  assumption 
of  responsibility  on  a  particular  venture,  it  goes 
out  and  forms  a  separate  corporation,  and,  in- 
stead of  taking  a  contract  under  the  name  of  the 
reputable  corporation,  perhaps  with  the  same  or 
a  similar  name,  which  has  assets  and  could  be 
held  responsible  and  could  be  sued,  they  cir- 
cumvent that  by  forming  a  subsidiary  corpora- 
tion to  take  the  contract,  and  then  if  it  fails 
there  is  no  real  responsibility.  This  concern 
bidding  on  this  work  in  Boston  has  never  used 
a  pick  or  shovel  in  its  life.  Let  me  tell  the  coun- 
cilor from  Ward  8  that  they  never  had  a  $10 
contract  up  to  this  very  hour.  This  is  their 
first  contract,  a  new  venture,  and  they  are  simply 
trying  to  evade  responsibility.  So,  gentlemen, 
when  you  hear  about  this  Mason  concern  having 
done  a  job  amounting  to  .$122,000,000  I  repeat 
that  this  concern  has  not  handled  a  pick  or  a 
shovel  in  their  lives,  sir.  They  are  a  brand 
new  organization,  and  they  are  coming  into  poor 
old  Boston,  and  we  are  supposed  to  submit  to 
the  experiment.  They  want  to  try  the  thing 
out.  Well,  if  they  want  to  try  things  out,  let 
them  do  it  over  in  New  York  with  New  York 
money.  So  don't  be  misled  into  thinking  that 
this  concern  has  any  responsibility  or  that  it 
has  any  backing  except  what  it  may  have  dug 
up  in  the  last  two  weeks.  Of  course,  everybody 
in  Boston  wants  to  put  men  at  work.  That  is 
the  case  with  members  of  the  Council,  although 
under  the  charter  we  are  not  allowed  to  indulge 
in  certain  activities  in  that  direction.  If  I  should 
send  a  man  to  this  contractor  to  get  a  job,  I 
would  be  committing  a  crime,  and  I  know  that 
no  member  of  the  Council  would  so  far  forget 
himself  as   to  attempt   to  put  a   constituent  aj 
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work  with  a  contractor.     If,  however,  I  happen 
to  know  a  contractor  and  he  is  a  friend  of  mine, 
and  he  puts  at  work  men  whom  I  would  like  to 
see  put  at  work,  as  is  sometimes  the  case,  that 
is  all  right.     But  I  am  confident  that  no  member 
of  this  Council,  from  East  Boston  to  Brighton, 
has   spoken   to  a  single  person  in  the  interest  of 
having   certain   men   placed  at   work  by   certain 
contractors,  and  no  man  can  stand  on  this  floor 
and  say  that  a  friend   of   his  has  secured  a  job 
for  any   concern   since   these  bids  were  opened. 
Just  think  that  over.     That  applies  to  every  one 
of    the    members    from    the    twenty-two    wards. 
We  all  know  the    situation   in   this   city  at   the 
present   time   in    the   matter    on    unemployment. 
When  I  was  Mayor  I  put  on  1,800  men  to  shovel 
snow,   against   the   advice   of   the   Public   Works 
Commissioner,    because    outside    my    door    there 
were  men  who  had  never  shoveled  snow  before 
but  were  glad  of  the  opportunity  to  do  so,  be- 
cause  they   needed   the    work.     That   was    so   in 
the  case  of  every  one  of  the  twenty-two  members 
of  this  body.     The  situation  in  regard  to  putting 
men  at  work  is  the  same  with  all  of  us,  the  twenty- 
two   members.     We   have   been    told   that   there 
will  be  400  men  who  will  go  to  work  on  the  East 
Boston  Tunnel,  and  that  there  will  be  only  400. 
Of    course,    the   councilor   from    Roxbury   or   the 
councilor   from    Ward    15   can   say,    "Go    to    the 
President  and  he  will  help  you.     If  I  was  friendly 
with  the  administration,   I  might  be  able  to  do 
something,   but   I   am   not   friendly."     They   can 
duck  it  very  easily.     They  can  say,   "If   I   were 
friendly  with   the   Mayor  I   could  do  something, 
but  under  the  circumstances  I  cannot.     Go  and  see 
Tom  Green  or  the  other  fellows  who  are  friendly. 
Go  and  see  the  President  of  the  Council, — he  is 
friendly.     If   he  asks  for  something,   the   Mayor 
will  grant  it   to  him."     And   so   I   get   as   many 
people   from   Ward   15   as   from   my   own   ward. 
But  I  cannot  do  anything  for  them,  and  neither 
can    other    councilors.     The    same    goes    for    the 
gentleman  from  Ward  8.     But  it  is  an  easy  way 
to    duck    responsibility    on    this    unemployment 
situation,  ducking  the  burden  instead  of  accept- 
ing it  by  saying  that  you  have  a  little  fight  on 
your  hands   with   the   administration,   and   while 
you  sympathize  with  the  poor  fellows  you  can't 
put   them   at   work,   because   you  are   unfriendly 
with  the  Mayor.     A  member  can  say,  "If  I  had 
been  friendly   with  the  administration,   it  would 
be  all  right,  but  you  go  down  to  McGrath's  house 
or  some  of  the  other  fellows'   houses,  men  who 
are  friendly,  and  they  can  do  something  for  you." 
And  so  they  all  apply  to  the  men  who  are  said 
to  be  friendly  and  able  to  put  men  at  work, — 
although  not  one  single  councilor  in  the  twenty- 
two  can  do  anything  in  the  way  of  putting  men 
at   work.     I    am    as    interested    as    anybody    in 
putting   some   poor  fellows   at   work,   but,   as   I 
said,  I  cannot  break  the  law.     I  do  have  some 
good  friends  among  the  Boston  contractors,  and 
sometimes  they  will  help  out  in  the  matter  without 
any  suggestion  on  my  part.     Up  to  today,  I  have 
not  heard  a  man   speak  of  this  New  York  con- 
cern, and  I  did  not  know  that  a  soul  knew  them, 
until  the  councilor  from  Ward  15  stood  up  and 
vouched  for  them.     But  I  know  now  where  I  can 
send   my   men,    if    this   man   wins    the   contract. 
I  think  it  might  be  well  to  send  this  into  execu- 
tive session  where  all  the  cards  can  be  laid  on 
the   table   and    where   there   is   no   stenographic 
report  kept  of  what  is  being  said,   to  be  turned 
over    to    outside    agencies.     The    Council    under 
the  law,  of  course,  has  its  proceedings  reported, 
but  there  we  will  get  away  from  the  stenographic 
report.     So   let   us   get    out   into    the   executive 
chamber  and  stand  up  as  men  and  say  whether 
we  are   satisfied,   we   twenty-two   men,   honestly 
attempting  to  do  our  duty  here  by  the  citizens, 
to  have  this  contract  go  to  such  a  concern  as 
has  made  here  the  lowest  bid,   whether  we  are 
satisfied  to  have  the  money  of  the  City  of  Boston 
used  in  that  way,  and  let  us  decide  from  whatever 
information  we  can  get  whether  these  men  are 
really  on  the  level.     We  have  been  talking  un- 
employment for  a  year  and  a  half.     We  haven't 
any  more  authority  in   this  matter   than  a  man 
in  an  office  across  the  street.     The  charter  of  this 
city  was  written  at  a   time  when  they  thought 
James  J.  Storrow  was  going  to  be  Mayor,  and 
they  wanted  to  have  the  full  authority  given  to 
the    Mayor.     That   is   what    they    succeeded   in 
doing.     The  only  way  we  can  even  get  informa- 
tion is  by  requesting  it,  and  let  us  ask  for  what- 
ever information  we  wish  in  a  decent  and  honor- 
able fashion.     I  accept  my  responsibility,  and  I 
know  that  every  member  of  the  Dody  here  intends 


to  do  the  same  thing.  I  want  to  have  a  friend 
who  can  put  friends  of  mine  at  work.  I  want 
to  see  400  Boston  citizens  go  over  to  work  on 
the  East  Boston  Tunnel;  and  I  defy  any  man 
now  to  say  that  if  this  concern  gets  the  contract 
there  are  ten  men  in  Boston  who  have  any  assur- 
ance of  going  to  work  there.  This  isn't  any 
bunk  on  my  part.  The  gentlemen  from  Wards 
1  and  2,  and  from  every  other  part  of  the  city, 
not  excluding  the  Back  Bay  these  days,  have 
men  lined  up  in  front  of  their  houses, — good, 
honest,  decent  fathers  of  families, — unemployed 
and  looking  for  work.  Men  are  walking  the 
streets  today  as  never  before — good,  decent, 
respectable  fathers  of  families,  not  lucky  enough 
to  be  appointed  to  a  job  as  head  of  a  department 
at  $9,000  a  year,  not  fortunate  enough  to  have 
good  positions  with  the  city,  the  state  or  the 
federal  government,  where  they  not  only  get 
steady  work,  but  %vhere  they  are  assured  of  a 
pension.     We  find  in  the  ranks  of  the  unemployed 

Eoor  unfortunate  fellows  who  have  been  some- 
ody  at  one  time,  men  who  have  worked  with 
big  concerns  that  went  down;  and  I  put  some 
such  men  at  work  in  the  last  three  or  four  snow- 
storms, men  who  had  seen  better  days  and  who 
were  there  because  they  honestly  wanted  to  be 
there  and  were  glad  to  do  anything  that  would 
help  them  support  their  families.  I  do  not  differ 
with  the  other  order  that  the  gentleman  intro- 
duced in  regard  to  snow  shovelers.  I  say  that 
such  men  should  be  given  a  chance,  and  when  I 
was  in  a  position  to  do  so  I  put  them  on.  I 
know  many  men  walking  the  streets  hungry  and 
looking  for  an  honest  chance  to  work,  and  if 
there  is  to  be  a  chance  for  400  men  to  be  em- 
ployed on  the  East  Boston  Tunnel,  I  say  that 
those  men  should  be  citizens  of  Boston,— and  if 
the  concern  that  is  the  low  bidder  on  this  job 
gets  it  I  defy  any  man  on  this  floor  to  stand  up 
and  say  that  he  knows  of  one  man  who  is  going 
to  be  employed  on  that  job. 

Coun.  DOWD — Mr.  President,  let  me  state  for 
the  benefit  of  the  councilor  from  Charlestown  that 
I  intended  nothing  unkind  in  what  1  said  about 
the  President  of  the  Council,  nothing  unkind  in 
what  I  said  about  the  Mayor  of  Boston.  I  did 
say — and  I  will  not  allow  it  to  be  expunged  from 
the  records — that  if  this  bid  were  thrown  out  it 
means  that  two  and  one  half  million  dollars  of  the 
taxpayers'  money  will  be  stolen,  and  I  still  stand 
by  that  statement.  1  have  been  in  this  Council 
for  six  years  and  if  I  have  got  to  sell  my  God- 
given  constitutional  rights  in  order  to  be  in  right 
with  the  man  downstairs,  I  don't  want  to  be  in 
right.  The  people  of  my  district  have  had  faith 
enough  in  me  to  elect  me  for  three  consecutive 
terms  to  the  Boston  City  Council,  and  they  have 
done  so  because  1  have  had  the  nerve,  the  guts  and 
the  courage  to  get  up  on  this  floor  and  state  my 
opinion  on  every  matter  that  has  come  before  the 
Council.  So  1  will  not  refer  any  more  to  that,  and 
1  will  not  touch  on  the  sarcasm  of  the  President 
towards  the  gentleman  from  Ward  8,  because  1 
am  not  responsible  to  him  and  1  am  not  respon- 
sible to  the  Mayor,  but  I  am  responsible  to  the 
people  of  Ward  8.  When  the  President  of  the 
Council  gets  up  here  and  says  he  wants  you  to 
believe  that  400  men  are  to  be  imported  and 
placed  on  this  job,  if  such  is  the  case,  1  say  to  you 
that  the  fault  will  not  lie  with  us  or  with  the  con- 
tractor, but  with  the  Transit  Commission,  for  not 
enforcing  the  ordinance.  The  ordinance  is  on  our 
books,  and  it  is  up  to  the  administrative  officers  of 
this  city  to  see  that  Boston  or  citizen  labor, 
citizens  of  Massachusetts  at  least,  are  employed. 
But,  how  can  we  expect  that  Boston  help  will  be 
employed  under  a  New  York  contractor,  when  the 
provision  is  not  even  enforced  with  Boston  con- 
tractors? Every  man  here  knows  of  contractors 
who  receive  contracts  daily  and  who  will  not 
employ  citizen  help  or  citizens  of  Boston  on  those 
contracts.  So  I  say  the  whole  thing  is  a  lot  of 
bunk.  The  man  who  is  the  low  bidder  on  this  job 
is  lower  by  half  a  million  than  Cook  of  Detroit. 
I  don't  know  the  gentleman  and  1  don't  care  to 
know  him,  and  I  don't  care  to  put  anybody  to 
work  with  him  if  he  does  get  the  job.  But  I  do 
say  that  the  taxpayers  of  Boston  are  entitled  to 
some  consideration.  But  no  administrative  officer 
of  this  city  or  no  contractor  has  sent  us  here.  We 
were  sent  here  by  the  people,  and  if  we  try  to 
upset  a  low  bid  of  $5,500,000,  so  that  a  contract 
may  be  given  to  a  man  who  has  bid  $8,000,000  or 
more  they  may  well  want  to  throw  us  out.  That  is 
a  matter  worthy  of  your  consideration.  The  ques- 
tion of  whether  this  company  is  a  reliable  company 
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or  not  is  not  up  to  us.  They  are  obliged  to  give 
a  bond,  they  have  to  accept  the  terms  and  specifi- 
cations that  all  bidders  accept,  they  have  to  be 
bonded  by  a  surety  company,  and  in  bidding  the 
companies  are  all  placed  on  the  same  basis.  After 
the  contract  is  made  it  is  up  to  the  administrative 
officers  of  the  city  to  see  that  it  is  properly  carried 
out  according  to  the  specifications  and  conditions. 
During  the  five  years  I  have  been  here  I  have 
never  introduced  an  order  into  the  City  Council 
asking  the  Mayor  to  throw  out  bids,  because  if  I 
did  so  and  it  passed  the  body,  he  would  simply 
send  back  a  veto  message,  saying  that  his  was  the 
executive  branch  of  the  government  and  that  that 
was  not  our  department.  And  so  I  say  that  we 
should  throw  this  order  out,  on  the  ground  that 
it  is  not  a  matter  that  is  up  to  any  of  us.  Of 
course,  if  you  don't  feel  that  you  want  to  throw 
it  out  it  is  up  to  you,  but  I  warn  you  that  you  will 
later  have  to  go  out  and  explain  your  record  here, 
you  members  of  this  body  who  vote  for  such  an 
order,  to  your  constituents.  I  still  stand  by  my 
statement  that  the  concern  that  has  made  this  low 
bid  is  a  reliable  concern,  a  concern  that  has  put 
through  a  $122,000,000  job  in  New  York  City. 
Councilor  McGrath  says  that  they  are  a  sub- 
sidiary branch,  not  really  the  same  company,  that 
this  is  the  first  time  that  they  have  put  a  pick  or 
shovel  into  the  ground.  I  must  disagree.  If  he 
claims  to  have  information  that  the  rest  of  us  don't 
have,  let  him  produce  it.  But  1  know  that  this 
concern,  the  Silas  Mason  concern,  according  to  a 
statement  in  the  Boston  Herald,  did  a  $122,000,000 
job  in  New  York  City.  This  is  no  place  for  that 
order.  It  is  purely  an  executive  matter.  The 
Mayor  of  Boston  never  consulted  us  before,  or 
wanted  us  to  take  action  to  help  in  throwing  out  a 
bid.  Why  consult  us  on  this?  I  say,  and  I  stand 
by  it,  that  if  thiB  bid  is  thrown  out  it  will  cost  the 
taxpayers  of  Boston  $2,500,000,  and  the  same  men 
who  are  going  to  get  the  money  on  land  deals  are 
going  to  get  that  money. 

The  order  was  referred  to  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee. 


CITIZEN  LABOR,  EAST  BOSTON  TUNNEL. 

Coun.  HEIN  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  requested 
to  have  inserted  in  the  contract  for  the  construc- 
tion of  the  new  East  Boston  Traffic  Tunnel  a 
clause  providing  for  the  employment  of  citizens  of 
Boston  on  said  work. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


CONFIRMATION   OF   CONSTABLES. 

On  motion  of  Coun.  WILSON,  the  Council  took 
up,  under  unfinished  business,  Nos.  1  and  2  on  the 
calendar,  and  the  following  nominees  in  No.  3: 

1.  Action  on  appointments  submitted  by  the 
Mayor  March  2,  1931,  of  John  Webber,  Ralph 
Seabury  and  L.  C.  Mullen,  to  be  Weighers  of  Coal. 

2.  Action  on  appointment  submitted  by  the 
Mayor  January  5,  1931,  of  Israel  Spector,  to  be  a 
Constable. 

3.  Action  on  appointments  submitted  by  the 
Mayor  January  19,  1931,  of  the  following-named 
persons  to  be  Constables:  Timothy  Ryan,  Fred  C. 
Burracker,  Joseph  G.  Ashman,  Marks  Goldstein, 
Francis  P.  Byrne. 


The  question  came  on  confirmation  of  the  ap- 
pointments. Committee,  Coun.  Donovan  and 
Hein.  Whole  number  of  ballots  18;  yeas  18,  and 
the  appointments  were  confirmed. 


RECESS. 

The  Council  voted  at  3.29  p.  m.,  on  motion  of 
Coun.  DONOVAN,  to  take  a  recess  subject  to  the 
call  of  the  Chair.  The  members  reassembled  in 
the  Council  Chamber  and  were  called  to  order  by 
President  McGRATH  at  5.03  p.  m. 


EXECUTIVE   COMMITTEE    REPORTS. 

Coun.  RUBY,  for  the  Executive  Committee, 
submitted  the  following: 

1.  Report  on  message  of  Mayor  and  order 
(referred  today)  for  appropriation  of  $35,000  to  be 
expended  by  the  Municipal  Employment  Bureau — 
recommending  passage  of  order  in  following  new 
draft: 

Ordered,  That  a  sum  not  in  excess  of  $5,000  be, 
and  hereby  is,  appropriated,  to  be  expended  by  the 
Municipal  Employment  Bureau,  under  the  direc- 
tion of  the  Mayor,  in  the  prosecution  of  its  duties, 
said  sum  to  be  charged  to  the  Reserve  Fund,  when 
made. 

On  motion  of  Coun.  RUBY  the  order  was  as- 
signed to  the  next  meeting. 

2.  Report  on  message  from  Mayor  and  order 
(referred  today)  appropriating  $2,250,000  for  the 
Public  Welfare  Department — that  same  ought  to 
pass. 

Report  accepted;  said  order  passed,  yeas  13, 
nays  0. 

3.  Report  on  order  (referred  today)  that  steps 
be  taken  to  insure  proper  financial  participation 
by  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts  in  Thorough- 
fare Plan  and  Central  Artery  proposed  by  Boston 
Planning  Board — that  same  ought  to  pass. 

Report  accepted;  said  order  passed. 

4.  Report  on  order  (referred  today)  that 
chapter  40  of  Acts  of  1931  entitled  "An  Act 
authorizing  the  City  of  Boston  to  transfer  to  its 
Park  Department  for  public  park  purposes  certain 
land  on  Parker  Hill  in  said  city  now  held  for 
hospital  purposes" — that  same  ought  to  pass. 

Report  accepted;  said  order  passed. 

5.  Report  on  message  of  Mayor  and  order 
(referred  today)  appropriating  $14,000  to  be 
expended  by  Superintendent  of  Public  Buildings 
for  radiotone  photos  of  citizens  of  Boston  who 
died  during  the  World  War,  same  to  be  placed  in 
school  buildings  or  other  public  buildings — that 
same  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Appro- 
priations. 

Report  accepted;  said  order  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Appropriations. 

6.  Petition  for  children  under  fifteen  years  of 
age  to  appear  at  places  of  public  amusement,  viz.: 
Maria  Paporello,  Jordan  Hall,  May  6,  that  leave 
be  granted  under  usual  conditions. 

Report  accepted;  leave  granted  under  usual 
conditions. 


Adjourned,  at  5.10  p.  m.,  on  motion  of  Coun. 
ARNOLD,  to  meet  on  Monday,  March  16,  1931, 
at  2  p.  m. 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceedings  of  City  Council. 


Monday,  March  16,  1931. 
Regular   meeting    of   the   City   Council   in    the 
Council  Chamber  at  2  p.m.,  President  McGRATH 
in  the  chair.     Absent,  Coun.  Curtis  and  Gallagher. 


APPOINTMENTS   BY   THE   MAYOR. 

Subject  to  confirmation  by  the  Council  the 
Mayor  submitted  the  following  appointments,  for 
the  term  ending  April  30,  1931,  viz.: 

Constables:  Edward  F.  Murphy,  31  Owencroft 
road,  Ward  17;  William  S.  Danow,  16  Strathcona 
road,  Boston;  Kenneth  Moore,  12  Myrtle  street, 
Jamaica  Plain ;  Leon  Cominsky,  40  McLellan  street, 
Dorchester;  Daniel  P.  Carey,  83  Fulda  street, 
Roxbury;  Samuel  L.  Cohen,  541  Norfolk  street, 
Mattapan;  Harry  Reinherz,  52  Columbia  road, 
Dorchester. 

Weigher  of  Beef:  Paul  E.  Clancy,  30  Otis  street, 
Cambridge,  Mass. 

Weighers  of  Goods:  R.  Randall  McLeod,  17 
Park  street,  Wollaston,  Mass.,  and  James  P. 
Coleman,  12  Grimes  street,  South  Boston. 

Weigher  of  Coal:  Dominic  A.  Polvere,  7  Dennis 
street,  Roxbury. 

Severally  laid  over  a  week  under  the  law. 


PARKING   ON  BROADWAY. 

The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  March  16,  1931. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  herewith  transmit  to  you  report 
from  Hon.  Joseph  A.Conry,  Traffic  Commissioner, 
relative  to  your  request  to  prohibit  the  parking 
of  automobiles  on  Broadway.  This  is  in  reply  to 
your  order  of  March  9. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Traffic  Commission,  March  14,  1931. 
Hon.  James  M.  Curley, 

Mayor  of  Boston. 
Dear  Sir, — I  inclose  herewith  Council  order  dated 
March  9,  1931,  which  reads  as  follows: 

"Ordered,  That  the  Boston  Traffic  Commission 
be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to 
prohibit  the  parking  of  automobiles  on  Broadway, 
between  Dorchester  avenue  and  Farragut  road, 
during  the  passing  of  the  parade  on  Evacuation 
Day,  March  17." 

I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  a  vote  has  been 
recorded  prohibiting  parking,  as  requested  in  the 
above  order,  and  also  restricting  parking  on  all  of 
the  streets  indicated  by  the  Board  of  Street 
Commissioners  as  the  route  of  the  parade  on  Tues- 
day, March  17. 

Yours  very  truly, 
Joseph  A.  Conrv,    Commissioner. 

Placed  on  file. 


TRAFFIC  SIGNAL,  UNION  SQUARE. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  March  16,  1931. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  herewith  transmit  to  you  report 
from  Hon.  Joseph  A.  Conry,  Traffic  Commissioner, 
relative  to  your  request  for  an  automatic  traffic 
signal  at  Union  square,  Brighton.  This  is  in  reply 
to  your  order  of  March  9,  1931. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 


City  of  Boston, 
Traffic  Commission,  March  16,  1931. 
Hon.  James  M.  Curley, 

Mayor  of  Boston. 
Dear  Sir, — I  inclose  herewith  Council  order  dated 
March  9,  1931,  which  reads  as  follows: 

"Ordered,  That  the  Boston  Traffic  Commission 
be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor, 
to  install  an  automatic  traffic  signal  at  Union 
square,  Brighton." 

This  location  will  be  found  in  the  list  of  inter- 
sections for  which  traffic  signal  lights  have  been 


Yours  very  truly, 
Joseph  A.  Conry,  Commissioner. 
Placed  on  file. 


ADDITIONAL        APPROPRIATION,        EAST 
BOSTON   COURTHOUSE. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  March  16,  1931. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  am  in  receipt  of  a  list  of  additions 
that,  in  the  opinion  of  the  architect  and  the  Super- 
intendent of  Public  Buildings,  are  necessary  in 
connection  with  the  construction  and  completion 
of  Police  Station  No.  7,  at  East  Boston.  So  that 
the  work  may  be  prosecuted  without  delay,  1 
respectfully  recommend  the  adoption  of  the 
accompanying  order. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 

Public  Buildings  Department,  March  16,  1931. 
Hon.  James  M.  Curley, 

Mayor  of  Boston. 

Dear  Sir, — I  wish  to  advise  you  that  I  have  just 
made  a  survey  of  the  East  Boston  Courthouse  and 
Police  Station  7  building  in  company  with  the 
architect  and  find  that  the  following  features  are 
absolutely  essential  for  the  completion  of  the 
building:  Engineering  services,  steam  returns, 
interior  finish,  plastering  ceiling  in  men's  cell  room, 
extra  piping  for  signal  service,  changes  in  switch- 
ing on  electric  fixtures,  opaque  glass  instead  of 
clear  in  men's  cell  room,  additional  rods  and  hooks 
in  stee!  lockers,  new  stair  treads  from  first  to 
second  floor,  underpinning,  claim  for  delay,  ad- 
ditional electric  lights  and  switches,  new  wood 
paneling,  rebuilding  and  reinstalling  judge's 
benches  and  clerk's  benches  in  both  courts,  ex- 
tending temporary  heat  for  two  weeks  and  the 
architect's  commission. 

I  estimate  that  the  cost  of  doing  the  foregoing 
will  be  $11,000  and  I  respectfully  request  that  the 
sum  of  $11,000  be  added  to  the  appropriation, 
East  Boston  Courthouse  and  Police  Station  7, 
Alterations  and  New  Buildings. 

Respectfully  yours, 

John  P.  Englert, 
Superintendent  of  Public  Buildings. 

Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  $11,000  be,  and  here- 
by is,  appropriated,  from  Special  Fund,  Sales  of 
City  Property,  for  East  Boston  Courthouse  and 
Police  Station  7,  Alterations  and  New  Buildings. 

Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 


ANNUAL   BUDGET. 

The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  March  16,  1931. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — In  compliance  with  section  3  of  the 
amended  City  Charter,  1  submit  herewith  my 
budget  recommendations  for  the  fiscal  year  1931  in 
full  segregated  form  in  substitution  for  the  lump 
sum  recommendations  submitted  on  January  26, 
1931. 

These  budget  recommendations  cover  five  main 
appropriation  groups,  namely,  city  maintenance 
within  the  tax  limit,  city  debt  requirements, 
county  maintenance,  county  debt  requirements, 
and  appropriations  for  the  income  departments  of 
the  city.  The  following  detailed  explanations  are 
offered  in  connection  with  these  groups. 
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Citt  Maintenance. 
The  allowances  recommended  for  city  depart- 
ments within  the  tax  limit  total  $38,957,837.99. 
This  total  represents  a  reduction  of  $5,243,545.42 
from  the  estimates  as  originally  submitted  by 
department  officials  and  is  $2,094,580.39  in  excess 


of  the  total  of  appropriation  recommendations 
submitted  in  1930.  Under  our  city  budget, 
appropriations  are  segregated  under  eight  group 
headings.  The  following  schedule  indicates  the 
group  distribution  of  the  increase  in  the  budget 
recommendations  for  the  current  year. 


Two-Year  Budget  Comparison. 


Group. 


A.  Personal  service. . . 

B.  Contractual  service 

C.  Equipment 

D.  Supplies 

E.  Materials 

F.  Special  items 

G.  Miscellaneous 

Special  appropriations.. 


1931. 


$21,465,157  15 

4,405,637  00 

1,461,779  03 

2,526,065  08 

556,395  00 

7,493,804  73 

152,500  00 

896,500  00 


$38,957,837  99 


1930. 


$21,191,088  84 
4,543,094  76 
1,459,511  04 
2,457,097  00 

632,265  00 
4,372,868  83 

125,532  13 
2,081,800  00 


$36,863,257  60 


Increase. 


$274,068  31 
137,457  76* 
2,267  99 
68,968  08 
75,870  00* 
3,120,935  90 
26,967  87 
1,185,300  00* 


$2,094,580  39 


Decrease. 


The  following  explanations  are  offered  in  con- 
nection with  the  changes  indicated  in  the  various 
groups  in  the  above  schedule. 

Personal  Service. 

The  personal  service  requirements  of   the   city 
for  1931  are  $274,068.31  in  excess  of  the  appropria- 
tions recommended  in  1930.     The  distribution  of 
this  excess  is  indicated  in  the  following  table: 
Increase    in    permanent,     employees 

pay  rolls $433,434  69 

Decrease    in    temporary    employees 

pay  rolls $104,980  38 

Decrease    in    overtime 

pay  rolls 54,386  00 

159,366  38 

Net  increase $274,068  31 

The  increase  in  appropriations  for  permanent 
employees  has  been  caused  by  the  overlay  resulting 
from  personal  service  changes  made  during  the  pre- 
vious year,  new  positions  allowed  in  city  depart- 
ments where  increased  activities  would  seem  to 
warrant,  and  by  a  limited  number  of  salary  in- 
creases. The  relative  importance  of  these  three 
items  is  shown  in  the  following  table: 

Overlay  from  1930 $199,568  81 

New  positions 165,865  8S 

Salary  increases 68,000  00 

Total $433,434  69 


The  item  of  overlay  results  from  salary  increases 
granted  and  new  positions  established  during  the 
year  1930.  The  amount  indicated  for  this  item  is 
the  lowest  in  many  years.  It  has  been  deemed 
necessary  to  provide  appropriations  for  228  new 
positions.  The  bulk  of  these  positions,  in  fact  85 
per  cent,  have  been  provided  in  three  departments. 
In  the  Hospital  Department,  129  new  positions  are 
required  because  of  the  opening  of  new  buildings 
and  the  great  increase  in  the  number  of  patients 
admitted  to  this  institution.  The  records  of  the 
Hospital  Department  indicate  that  490  more 
patients  were  admitted  to  the  hospital  in  January 
of  this  year  than  in  the  corresponding  month  in 
1930.  In  the  Public  Welfare  Department  forty- 
eight  new  positions  have  been  established  in  order 
to  handle  the  extraordinary  increase  in  the  number 
of  applications  for  relief,  and  also  because  of  the 
additional  burden  which  will  be  placed  upon  the 
department,  beginning  in  July  of  this  year,  through 
the  operation  of  the  Old  Age  Assistance  Act.  In 
the  Health  Department  the  continued  extension  of 
clinics  in  the  health  units  has  necessitated  the 
addition  of  eighteen  permanent  positions  to  the 
department  personnel.  The  balance  of  the  new 
positions  is  spread  through  nineteen  departments 
and  may  be  attributed,  in  the  main,  to  increased 
activities  within  these  departments. 


Under  the  heading  of  salary  increases,  appro- 
priations have  been  provided  for  increasing  th€ 
compensation  of  1,054  city  employees.  The  dis- 
tribution of  this  number  and  the  expense  involved 
are  shown  in  the  following  table: 

Number.  Cost. 

Patrolmen 802    S40.000  00 

Privates.  ..  ••        220      15,000  00 

Members  of  City  Council.  ....  22      11.000  00 

Finance  Commission  employees,         10       2,000  00 

Total 1,054   S68.000  00 

As  announced  in  my  message  to  the  City  Council 
under  date  of  the  second  ultimo,  I  have  felt  it 
necessary  this  year,  because  of  the  extraordinary 
demands  resulting  from  widespread  unemploy- 
ment, to  maintain  without  change  the  present 
salary  schedules  of  the  city.  The  only  exception 
to  this  general  rule  that  has  been  made  is  in  the 
case  of  patrolmen  and  privates  in  the  Police  and 
Fire  Departments.  In  the  case  of  these  employees, 
an  implied  contract  may  be  said  to  exist  whereby 
they  are  to  receive  each  year,  on  the  anniversary 
of  their  original  appointment,  $100  step  rate 
increases  until  the  maximum  for  their  group  is 
reached.  The  increases  in  salaries  of  members  of 
the  City  Council  was  ratified  last  November  by  a 
referendum  vote  of  the  citizens  of  the  city.  The 
increases  granted  by  the  Finance  Commission  to 
their  employees  are  beyond  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
Mayor's  office. 

The  decrease  indicated  in  appropriations  for 
temporary  employees  may  be  attributed  to  two 
causes:  first,  a  reduction  in  the  number  of  elec- 
tion functions  to  be  held  this  year,  and,  second, 
because  of  the  fact  that  this  year  a  special  appro- 
priation has  been  established  in  the  budget  of  the 
Public  Works  Department  for  the  item  of  snow 
removal.  In  past  years,  expense  incurred  in  such 
work  has  been  charged  against  four  items  in  the 
budget,  so  that  it  has  never  been  readily  apparent 
what  the  total  actual  cost  of  combating  the  winter 
storms  was  to  the  city.  With  the  establishment 
this  year  of  a  special  item  for  snow  removal,  it  has 
been  possible  to  charge  against  the  item  all  of  the 
expenses  incurred,  with  the  exception,  of  course,  of 
the  work  performed  by  the  regular  day-labor 
forces  of  the  city.  The  temporary  help  hired  in 
connection  with  the  removal  of  snow  this  year  ia 
charged  against  a  special  item  and  does  not,  as  in 
former  years,  appear  under  the  regular  appropria- 
tion for  temporary  employees.  Reduction  in  the 
appropri;  tion  for  overtime  payments  is  based  on 
the  policy  of  limiting  such  payments  to  the  lowest 
possible  minimum. 

Contractual  Service. 
Appropriations  for  services  rendered  the  city  by 
individuals  and  corporations  show  a  decrease  of 
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$137,457.76  from  similar  appropriations  in  1930. 
This  reduction  has  been  realized,  in  the  main,  by 
deferring  contemplated  expenditures  wherever 
possible.  Material  savings  have  been  effected 
within  the  group  in  the  following  items:  Appro- 
priations for  repairs  to  public  buildings,  parks, 
playgrounds,  and  to  motor  and  motorless  vehicles 
have  been  reduced  so  as  to  provide  only  for  work 
considered  absolutely  necessary  and  essential. 
Savings  in  the  cost  of  removal  and  disposal  of 
waste  have  been  achieved  by  taking  advantage  of 
favorable  contract  prices.  Additional  bed 
capacity  at  the  Sanatorium  in  Mattapan,  result- 
ing from  the  opening  of  new  buildings,  has  made 
possible  the  transfer  of  Boston  citizens  from  state 
sanatoria,  thus  reducing  payments  by  the  city  to 
the  state  in  this  respect.  The  hire  of  outside 
teams  and  trucks  to  supplement  departmental 
equipment  has  been  reduced  to  the  lowest  possible 
minimum.  The  establishment  of  a  bureau  of 
photography  in  the  Police  Department  has  made 
possible  a  reduction  in  the  payment  of  outside 
photographers,  and  the  gradual  replacement  of 
horse-drawn  vehicles  by  motor  vehicles  is  reflected 
in  savings  in  the  item  of  board  and  care  of  horses. 
A  greater  reduction  in  the  group  total  might 
have  been  effected  if  it  was  not  deemed  necessary 
to  grant  increases  for  the  following  purposes, — 
lighting  of  city  streets,  extension  of  the  operation 
of  traffic  signals  and  a  larger  program  for  the 
cleaning  of  catch-basins.  The  advertising,  by  the 
Police  Commissioner,  of  the  rules  and  regulations 
for  hackney  and  taxicabs,  together  with  an  esti- 
mated increase  in  the  size  of  the  tax-sale  advertise- 
ment, has  necessitated  increased  appropriations  for 
advertising  in  the  daily  papers  and  the  City  Record. 
To  continue  the  work  of  modernizing  the  records  of 
the  Assessing  and  Registry  Departments  additional 
appropriations  have  been  made  for  expert  engineer- 
ing and  stenographic  services.  Additional  build- 
ings at  the  Hospital  Department  and  the  natural 
expansion  of  business  throughout  city  departments 
have  resulted  in  increased  appropriations  for  tele- 
phone and  messenger  service.  If  it  had  not  been 
necessary  to  grant  additional  allowances  for  these 
various  items,  a  further  reduction  of  $100,000  in 
the  group  could  have  been  effected. 

Equipment. 
Allowances  for  the  purchase  of  new  equipment 
are  $2,267.99  in  excess  of  similar  allowances  during 
the  year  just  passed.  While  this  increase  would 
appear  to  indicate  that  there  is  little  difference 
between  the  amounts  appropriated  for  1930  and 
1931,  it  must  be  emphasized  that  it  has  only  been 
possible  to  keep  the  appropriations  for  the  current 
year  down  to  the  level  of  1930  by  making  radical 
reductions  in  the  amounts  alloted  to  the  various 
departments  for  the  purchase  of  motor  vehicles, 
motorless  vehicles,  furniture  and  fittings.  In 
these  items  the  policy  of  allowing  only  essential 
and  necessary  replacements  has  been  followed. 
In  this  manner  it  has  been  possible  to  absorb  sub- 
stantial increases  in  the  following  items:  In  the 
Library  Department,  due  to  the  expansion  of 
branch  facilities,  it  has  been  necessary  to  increase 
the  allowance  for  the  purchase  of  new  books;  in 
the  Fire  Department  increased  amounts  have  been 
made  available  in  order  to  permit  the  rapid 
replacement  of  obsolete  fire-alarm  boxes;  at  the 
urgent  request  of  the  Police  Commissioner  sub- 
stantial appropriations  have  been  granted  for  the 
rehabilitation  and  improvement  of  the  police-signal 
system  as  well  as  for  the  replacement  of  old  and 
antiquated  record  and  riling  systems.  The  natural 
growth  of  our  hospitals  and  institutions,  resulting 
from  the  opening  of  new  buildings,  has  necessitated 
increased  grants  for  medical,  surgical  and  labora- 
tory equipment. 

Supplies. 
Departmental  allowances  under  this  item  are 
segregated  under  fourteen  items,  nine  of  which 
show  little  change  from  last  year,  two  indicate 
decreases,  and  three  reflect  substantial  increases. 
Material  savings  have  been  effected  in  the  items 
for  fuel  and  animal  forage.  Improved  heating 
installations,  together  with  taking  advantage  of 
favorable  price  opportunities  in  the  purchase  of 
coal  and  fuel  oil,  have  made  possible  savings 
of  approximately  $30,000  under  the  heading  of 
fuel.  The  gradual  replacement  of  horse-drawn 
vehicles  has  naturally  resulted  in  lessening  the 
quantities  of  hay  and  grain  purchased  by  the  city. 
On  the  other  hand,  improvements  contemplated 
in  the  records  of  the  Police  and  Hospital  Depart- 
ments have  made  necessary  an  increase  in  the 


appropriations  of  these  departments  for  office 
supplies.  The  extraordinary  large  number  of 
people  now  domiciled  in  the  hospitals  and  institu- 
tions of  the  city  has  resulted  in  substantial  in- 
creases in  the  amounts  required  for  the  purchase 
of  foodstuffs,  medicines,  laboratory  and  surgical 
supplies.  It  is  a  pleasure  to  note,  in  this  respect, 
that  the  percentage  increase  in  these  latter  appro- 
priations is  less  than  the  percentage  increase  in 
population,  thus  indicating  that  the  improve- 
ments initiated  last  year  in  the  purchasing  of 
supplies  have  borne  fruit  in  the  form  of  reduced 
appropriations. 

Materials. 
Appropriations  for  materials  to  be  used  by 
department  forces  in  the  maintenance  and  up-keep 
of  departmental  plant  structures  and  equipment 
show  a  decrease  of  $75,870  from  similar  appro- 
priations in  1930.  Of  the  ten  items  making  up 
this  group,  eight  show  little,  if  any,  change  from 
last  year  and  the  remaining  two  reflect  substantial 
reductions.  Here,  again,  the  policy  of  limiting 
appropriations  to  essential  and  necessary  re- 
quirements has  made  possible  these  savings. 

Special  Items. 

Under  this  group  are  segregated  items  of  ex- 
penditure resulting  largely  from  legislative  action. 
Payments  for  noncontributory  pensions  for  mem- 
bers of  the  Police  and  Fire  Departments,  relief 
payments  to  families  in  need,  aid  of  widowed 
mothers,  workmen's  compensation,  soldiers'  relief, 
and  a  new  item  appearing  this  year  for  the  first 
time,  namely,  old  age  assistance,  have  all  developed 
through  legislation.  Because  of  this  fact,  the  city 
has  little,  if  any,  control  over  the  amounts  to  be 
appropriated  under  these  items.  This  thought 
should  not  be  lost  sight  of  when  the  extraordinary 
increase  in  the  amount  of  appropriations  under 
this  group  is  considered. 

I  believe  it  is  hardly  necessary  for  me  to  elabo- 
rate or  expand  upon  the  extraordinary  expansion 
which  has  taken  place,  within  the  last  year,  in 
the  work  of  the  Public  Welfare  Department.  At 
the  present  time  approximately  12,000  people  are 
being  aided  by  the  city,  whereas,  last  year  at  this 
particular  period,  the  Public  Welfare  Department 
was  aiding  approximately  6,000  people.  This  100 
per  cent  increase  in  the  number  of  people  being 
aided  has  naturally  resulted  in  a  similar  percentage 
increase  in  the  appropriations  of  the  department. 
The  1931  appropriations  for  care  of  dependents 
and  mothers'  aid  show  an  increase  of  $2,625,000 
over  the  original  budget  allowances  of  1930.  In 
addition,  under  the  terms  of  the  Old  Age  Assistance 
Act,  it  will  be  necessary,  beginning  July  1  of  this 
year,  for  the  city  to  furnish  "adequate  assistance" 
to  persons  of  seventy  years  of  age  and  over  who 
are  entitled,  under  the  terms  of  the  act,  to  such 
aid.  The  Overseers  of  the  Public  Welfare  estimate 
that  this  new  legislation  will  necessitate  a  mini- 
mum appropriation  by  the  city  for  the  six  months 
during  which  the  act  will  be  in  effect  for  the  current 
year  of  $500,000. 

An  increase  of  $3,000,000  in  the  appropriations 
of  any  one  department  is  an  unusual  and  extraor- 
dinary happening.  Under  existing  circumstances, 
however,  there  appears  to  be  no  other  course  of 
action  open  to  the  city.  Despite  the  absence  of  a 
community  chest  or  any  other  method  of  securing 
contributions  from  individuals,  our  city  has  been 
remarkably  free  from  disturbances  arising  out  of 
widespread  unemployment.  In  other  large  cities 
of  the  country,  where  negligible  relief  has  been 
afforded  by  the  city  government,  bread  lines,  mass 
meetings  and  other  indications  of  social  unrest 
have  occurred.  The  fact  that  Boston  has  not 
witnessed  any  of  these  distressing  spectacles  is  the 
best  testimonial  that  could  be  offered  as  to  the 
wisdom  of  the  policy  pursued  by  the  city. 

Of  course,  the  abnormal  increase  in  the  appro- 
priations for  the  Public  Welfare  Department  is 
bound  to  be  reflected  in  an  increased  tax  rate 
unless  ways  and  means  are  devised  whereby  at 
least  a  part  of  the  additional  burden  may  be 
financed  by  other  than  direct  taxation.  The 
opening  up  of  such  ways  and  means  unfortunately 
is  not  within  the  province  of  the  city.  Belief  from 
direct  taxation  in  this  respect  can  only  be  secured 
by  action  of  the  Legislature.  It  is  to  be  hoped 
that  the  propaganda  now  appearing  in  the  columns 
of  the  public  press  will  not  blind  the  vision  of  the 
members  of  the  Legislature  to  the  extent  that  no 
relief  will  be  afforded  municipalities  from  the  great 
financial  burden  imposed  upon  them  by  the  exist- 
ing economic  depression.     The  obligation  of  pro- 
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viding  for  the  needy  must  continue  until  society 
is  safeguarded  from  recurring  periods  of  industrial 
depression  and  this  duty  cannot  be  disregarded. 

Miscellaneous. 
The  increase  of  approximately  $27,000  reflected 
in  this  group  is  caused  by  the  mounting  main- 
tenance expenses  of  the  Municipal  Airport  at 
East  Boston.  The  work  of  developing  and  ex- 
panding the  airport,  which  has  been  carried  on 
during  the  past  year,  will  undoubtedly  result 
within  a  short  time  in  the  securing  for  the  airport 
of  the  A-l  designation.  To  properly  maintain 
the  airport  up  to  such  a  standard  it  is  naturally 
necessary  to  provide  additional  amounts  for 
maintenance  expenses. 

Special  Appropriations. 
In  order  to  offset,  to  some  degree,  the  abnormal 
increase  in  the  appropriations  for  Public  Welfare 
it  has  been  necessary  to  make  radical  and  marked 
reductions  in  the  appropriations  which  fall  within 
this  group.  Being  designated  by  the  term  "Spe- 
cial" it  is  possible  to  regulate  the  size  of  the  indi- 
vidual appropriations  according  to  the  limit  of  the 
city's  financial  means.  The  reconstruction  and 
repairing  of  streets,  repairing  of  parkways  and 
roadways,  granolithic  sidewalks,  street  signs  and 
bridge  repairs  are  necessary  objects  of  expenditure 
if  the  city  is  to  keep  its  house  in  order.  Appro- 
priations under  these  items,  however,  may  be 
more  readily  deferred  than  any  other  items  in  the 
budget.  Because  of  this  fact,  I  have,  of  necessity, 
made  material  reductions  in  the  appropriations  for 
these  particular  objects.  In  the  matter  of  re- 
constructing and  repairing  streets,  I  have  found 
it  necessary,  for  the  time  being  at  least,  to  make 
no  allowances  in  the  budget  for  this  item.  My 
total  budget  recommendations,  within  the  tax 
limit,  are  $503,000  less  than  the  total  appropriating 
power  available  within  the  limit.  While  I  would 
have  liked  to  appropriate  this  amount  for  recon- 
structing and  repairing  of  streets,  I  have  been 
forced,  because  of  the  size  of  the  expenditures  of 
the  Public  Welfare  Department  during  the  first 
two  months  of  this  year,  to  hold  this  surplus  ap- 
propriating power  in  reserve  until  sufficient  time 
has  elapsed  to  secure  a  more  exact  determination 
of  the  probable  amount  to  be  required  during  the 
year  for  the  needs  of  this  department. 

The  expenditures  of  this  department  for  care  of 
dependents  during  the  first  two  months  of  the 
current  year  was  approximately  $1,000,000.  This 
rate  of  expenditure,  if  maintained  for  the  balance 
of  the  year,  would  require  a  total  appropriation 
of  $6,000,000.  My  budget  recommendations  in- 
clude an  appropriation  under  this  item  of  only 
$5,000,000.  Since  it  is  highly  questionable 
whether  it  will  be  possible  to  keep  expenditures 
for  the  full  year  within  this  original  appropriation, 
1  feel  that  it  is  absolutely  necessary  at  this  time  to 
hold  the  unused  appropriating  power,  previously 
mentioned,  in  reserve.  If,  in  the  course  of  three 
or  four  months,  it  would  appear  the  peak  of  the 
depression  had  been  reached  and  that  a  return  to 


more  normal  conditions  was  at  hand,  1  shall  have 
no  hesitancy  in  making  a  supplementary  budget 
recommendation  to  the  end  that  the  unused  ap- 
propriating power  may  be  applied  to  street  and 
highway  reconstruction. 

In  addition  to  the  items  previously  mentioned, 
appropriations  for  the  Reserve  Fund,  Public  Cele- 
brations, Conventions  and  Entertainment  of 
Distinguished  Guests,  and  Snow  Removal  are 
included  in  this  group.  In  the  first  item,  namely, 
the  Reserve  Fund,  1  have  reduced  the  appropria- 
tion to  what,  in  the  opinion  of  the  financial  officers 
of  the  city,  is  the  irreducible  minimum.  I  have 
also  reduced  the  appropriations  for  Public  Cele- 
brations and  Conventions  to  lower  amounts  than 
were  contained  in  the  1930  budget.  As  explained 
in  a  previous  section  of  this  message,  a  special 
appropriation  has  been  created  this  year,  within 
the  budget  of  the  Public  Works  Department,  for 
Snow  Removal,  the  purpose  of  this  action  being  to 
more  accurately  reflect,  under  one  heading,  the 
total  cost  to  the  city  of  such  work.  It  is  unneces- 
sary for  me  to  say,  I  believe,  that  the  city  has  been 
forced  to  spend  more  for  this  purpose  in  1931  than 
in  the  past  two  years. 

City  Debt  Requirements. 
City  debt  requirements  for  1931  show  an  increase 
of  $595,752.29  over  similar  requirements  in  1930. 
Approximately  80  per  cent  of  this  increase  is  to  be 
found  in  serial  loan  requirements  and  is  due,  in  a 
large  measure,  to  the  fact  that  in  recent  years  it 
has  been  the  policy  of  the  Legislature  to  require 
that  the  period  for  which  municipal  loans  are 
issued  shall  be  shortened.  Any  shortening  in  the 
period  for  which  a  loan  is  issued  naturally  results 
in  increasing  the  annual  amount  to  be  applied  to 
the  reduction  of  the  principal.  The  balance  of 
the  increase,  or  approximately  20  per  cent,  is  to  be 
found  in  interest  requirements  and  may  be  attrib- 
uted to  the  fact  that  last  year  a  substantial  in- 
crease in  the  amount  of  loans  issued  for  public 
works,  outside  of  the  statutory  debt  limit  of  the 
city  was  authorized. 

Some  of  the  important  projects  falling  in  this 
category  are  as  follows:  Reconstruction  of  existing 
streets,  laying  out  and  construction  of  new  streets, 
sewerage  works,  the  widening  of  Charles  street 
and  the  widening  and  construction  of  Summer  and 
L  streets.  In  addition  to  these  projects,  sizable 
appropriations  were  made  in  the  Hospital  Depart- 
ment in  connection  with  the  $6, 000, 000  building 
program.  The  issuance  of  these  large  amounts 
of  debt  not  only  made  possible  major  improve- 
ments throughout  the  city,  but  also  afforded 
increased  opportunities  for  work  to  citizens  of  the 
community. 

County  Maintenance. 
Appropriations  for  county  maintenance  show  an 
increase  of  $51,126.54  over  the  total  recommenda- 
tions made  for  county  purposes  in  1930.  The 
following  table  indicates  the  group  distribution 
oi  this  excess. 


Two-Yeab  County  Budget  Comparison. 


Group. 

1931. 

1930. 

Increase. 

A, 

$2,246,114  10 

876,587  75 

95,073  03 

349,693  00 

36,130  00 

83,553  51 

9,175  00 

$2,190,412  25 

900,572  25 

92,948  00 

339,043  00 

34,910  00 

79,539  35 

7,775  00 

$55,701  85 

B 

23,984  50* 

C 

2,125  03 

n 

10,650  00 

F, 

1,220  00 

F 

4,014  16 

G, 

1,400  00 

. 

$3,696,326  39 

$3,645,199  85 

$51,126  54 

Decrease. 
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The  following  explanations  are  offered  in  con- 
nection with  the  changes  indicated  in  the  above 
table  in  the  various  budget  groups: 

Personal  Service. 
County  appropriations  for  permanent  employees 
show  an  increase  of  $58,729.16  over  1930  appro- 
priations; whereas,  allowances  for  temporary 
employees  and  overtime  show  decreases  of  $1,722.31 
and  $1,305,  respectively.  The  increase  for 
permanent  employees  is  accounted  for  as  follows: 

Transfers  from  other  budget  items .  .  $30,668  35 

New  positions 11,961  24 

Overlay  from  1930 11,542  07 

Salary  increases 4,557  50 

Total $58,729  16 

Under  the  provisions  of  chapter  400  of  the  Acts  of 
1930,  salaries  of  county  employees  are  to  be  regu- 
lated in  accordance  with  a  classification  and  com- 
pensation plan  now  under  consideration  by  the 
City  Council.  Up  to  this  year,  employees  of  the 
Index  Commissioners  and  clerical  assistants  in  the 
district  courts  have  been  charged  against  Items 
B-29  and  A-2,  respectively.  In  order  to  facilitate 
the  operation  of  the  classification  plan,  it  has  been 
deemed  advisable  to  transfer  the  charges  for  these 
employees  to  the  permanent  pay  roll  item,  because 
of  permanent  character  of  their  work.  Naturally 
the  increase  resulting  in  this  latter  item  is  offset  by 
corresponding  reductions  in  the  other  two  items. 
The  item  of  Overlay  represents  the  burden  which 
must  be  borne  this  year  because  of  salary  increases 
granted  and  new  positions  allowed  during  1930  in 
county  departments.  Because  of  increased  busi- 
ness in  five  county  departments,  it  has  been  deemed 
necessary  to  make  provision  for  eight  new  positions 
within  the  county  service.  Salary  increases  have 
been  provided  for  the  justices,  clerk  and  assistant 
clerks  in  three  of  the  district  courts  and  for  pro- 
bation officers  in  the  Superior  Criminal  Court. 
These  increases  are  mandatory  under  existing 
statute  and  are  outside  the  control  of  the  Mayor. 

Contractual  Service. 
County  appropriations  under  this  group  show  a 
decrease  of  approximately  $24,000  from  similar 
appropriations  in  the  previous  year.  Two  factors 
are  responsible,  in  the  main,  for  this  decrease, 
namely,  the  transfer  of  the  employees  of  the  Index 
Commissioners  to  another  item  in  the  budget,  and 
the  fact  that  the  additional  expenses  contracted 
last  year  by  the  District  Attorney  in  connection 
with  the  Garrett  case  are  not  anticipated  to  recur 
this  year.  The  savings  resulting  from  these  two 
factors  have  been  offset,  in  a  degree,  by  the  neces- 
sity of  providing  additional  allowances  in  the 
Superior  Court  for  extra  court  sessions  and  in  the 
Penal  Institutions  Department  for  dredging  at  the 
wharf  at  Deer  Island  and  for  repairs  on  the  steamer 
"Michael  J.  Perkins." 

Equipment. 
Appropriations  under  this  group  show  an  increase 
of  $2,125.03  over  those  of  last  year.  The  principal 
items  entering  into  this  increase  are  the  additional 
expenditures  contemplated  in  connection  with 
furnishing  the  new  additions  to  the  East  Boston 
and  Brighton  courthouses  and  increased  expendi- 
tures at  the  House  of  Correction  for  wearing 
apparel,  resulting  from  the  increased  number  of 
commitments  to  this  institution. 

Supplies. 
The  increase  of  $10,650  reflected  in  the  appro- 
priations under  this  group  may  be  attributed  to 
two  causes,  increased  population  of  Deer  Island 


resulting  in  additional  expenditures  for  food  and 
other  supplies,  and  increased  allowances  for  office 
supplies  throughout  county  departments,  because 
of  the  natural  expansion  in  the  business  of  the 
different  county  offices. 

Materials. 
The  small  increase  under  this  particular  group  is 
made  necessary  because  of  a  recent  fire  at  the  House 
of  Correction  which  destroyed  some  of  the  buildings 
facing  on  Shirley  Gut.  It  is  intended  to  replace 
these  structures  by  department  forces,  conse- 
quently the  only  extra  expense  involved  will  be  in 
the  item  of  building  materials  entering  into  the 
reconstruction. 

Special  Items. 
The  increase  of  $4,014.16  under  this  group  is 
caused  by  increased  pension  requirements  and 
additional  payments  by  the  Penal  Institutions 
Department  to  the  dependents  of  individuals 
sentenced  to  the  House  of  Correction. 

Miscellaneous. 
The  increase,  of  $1,400  reflected  under  this  group 
is  caused  by  the  additional  expenses  of  probation 
officers  attached  to  the  Municipal,  Roxbury  and 
Juvenile  Courts. 

County  Debt  Requirements. 
County  debt  requirements  for  1931  show  an 
increase  of  $9,907.46  over  similar  requirements  in 
1930.  This  increase  has  been  caused  by  the 
issuance  of  a  loan  for  improvements  at  the  county 
jail.  These  improvements  were  made  necessary 
by  the  destruction  of  certain  jail  property  in  con- 
nection with  the  widening  of  Charles  Btreet. 

Income  Departments. 
Appropriations  for  the  Printing  Department, 
City  Record  and  Water  Department  are  $93,238.69 
in  excess  of  similar  appropriations  for  the  year  just 
closed.  This  increase  is  caused  by  the  inclusion, 
in  the  budget,  of  an  appropriation  of  $250,000  for 
a  contemplated  extension  of  the  high  pressure  fire 
service  along  Washington  street,  from  Stuart  street 
to  the  vicinity  of  Dover  street.  This  section  is 
occupied  principally  by  dealers  in  furniture  and 
household  articles.  This  merchandise  is  of  a 
highly  inflammable  character,  and  improved  fire 
protection  service  within  the  section  is  considered 
absolutely  essential.  If  it  had  not  been  for  the 
inclusion  of  this  particular  appropriation,  a  marked 
reduction  would  have  been  present  in  the  appro- 
priations for  income  departments. 

Conclusion. 

The  budget  recommendations  incorporated  in 
this  document  have  been  made  only  after  intensive 
study  and  investigation  by  the  Budget  Commis- 
sioner and  myself.  Any  delay  which  may  have 
attended  the  submission  of  my  recommendations 
has  been  caused  by  the  extraordinary  situation 
present  in  the  Public  Welfare  Department.  In 
order  to  meet  this  situation,  it  has  been  necessary 
to  make  radical  reductions  in  all  other  items  of  the 
budget.  The  reduction  of  $5,243,545.42  made  by 
me  from  the  original  estimates  submitted  by  officials 
in  charge  of  city  departments  is  the  largest  reduc- 
tion of  its  kind  to  be  made  in  the  last  decade  of  the 
city's  budget  experience.  It  is  my  opinion  that 
the  various  departments  of  the  city,  in  order  to 
render  adequate  and  proper  service  to  the  com- 
munity, cannot  function  efficiently  if  any  further 
reductions  in  their  individual  appropriations  are 
made. 

I,  therefore,  recommend  early  consideration  and 
passage  of  the  budget  as  here  submitted  for  your 
honorable  body. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 


Department  Estimates  and  Amounts  Allowed  by  Mayor  for  1931. 

,      _         ,  Estimate,  Allowance. 

Art  Department $3,015  00  $2,515  00 

Assessing  Department 379,124  39  367,475  00 

Auditing  Department 84,637  86  81,583  71 

Boston  Port  Authority 50,000  00  37,156  67 

Boston  Retirement  Board 32,304  71  31,636  21 

Boston  Traffic  Commission ,  271,325  10  206,288  91 

Budget  Department 12,002  00  11,745  00 

Building  Department 270,252  95  265,495  40 

Board  of  Appeal 17,551  67  13,280  00 

Board  of  Examiners 5,471  66  5,355  00 
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CITY  COUNCIL. 


Estimate.  Allowance. 

City  Clerk  Department ,  . .  .  $53,999  74  $53,205  44 

City  Council 87,325  00  85,100  00 

City  Council  Proceedings 12,750  00  12,750  00 

City  Documents ." 55,000  00  50,000  00 

City  Planning  Board 39,844  98  31,325  00 

Collecting  Department 227,334  09  202,723  20 

Election  Department 223,590  60  217,705  00 

Finance  Commission 50,000  00  50,000  00 

Fire  Department 4,908,418  86  4,710,750  00 

Wire  Division 107,122  81  103,495  00 

Health  Department 1,181,038  23  1,111,039  34 

Hospital  Department 3,262,973  03  3,090,597  14 

Sanatorium  Division 705,922  77  612,014  25 

Institutions  Department: 

Central  Office 57,802  98  55,310  00 

Child  Welfare  Division 296,504  13  264,055  00 

Long  Island  Hospital 862,091  58  736,057  67 

Steamer  "George  A.  Hibbard"  and  Launch  "James  J.  Minot"  .  .  .  53,517  37  46,285  00 

Rainsford  Island,  Care  of 2,800  00  1,500  00 

Law  Department 146,551  78  139,304  37 

Library  Department 1,447,734  00  1,262,504  00 

Licensing  Board 32,840  00  32,840  00 

Market  Department 17,374  67  17,374  67 

Mayor,  Office  Expenses 101,659  59  96,959  59 

Public  Celebrations 75,000  00  75,000  00 

Conventions  and  Entertainment  of  Distinguished  Guests 75,000  00  50,000  00 

Park  Department 2,039,155  17  1,845,441   10 

Reconstructing  and  Repairing  Parkways  by  Contract 213,605  00  75,000  00 

Cemetery  Division 214,557  92  175,022  01 

Police  Department 6,440,812  92  6,331,918  92 

Public  Buildings  Department 734,794  79  597,720  17 

Public  Welfare  Department: 

Central  Office 6,949,981  56  *4,182,708  90 

Temporary  Home 20,415  31  14,100  00 

Wayfarers'  Lodge 25,316  38  23,278  00 

Public  Works  Department: 

Central  Office 91,699  27  90,811  64 

Bridge  Service 501,560  44  483,398  43 

Bridges,  Repairs,  etc 125,000  00  85,000  00 

Ferry  Service 577,787  53  567,946  00 

Ferry  Improvements,  etc 20,000  00  20,000  00 

Lighting  Service 1,051,598  00  1,040,478  00 

Paving  Service 1,844,908  28  1,649,782  45 

Granolithic  Sidewalks 100,000  00  75,000  00 

Reconstructing  and  Repairing  Streets  by  Contract 2,000,000  00  — 

Street  Signs 15,000  00  15,000  00 

Snow  Removal 150,000  00  150,000  00 

Sanitary  Service 3.58S.665  42  3,120,613   16 

Sewer  Service 798,839  00  730,428  97 

Registry  Department 79,793   15  74,976  00 

Reserve  Fund 500,000  00  350,000  00 

Sinking  Funds  Department 3,300  00  3,300  00 

Soldiers'  Relief  Department 487,997  09  480,562  11 

Statistics  Department 18,302  04  16,390  00 

Street  Laying-Out  Department 215,131  96  200,938  08 

Supply  Department 54,119  15  52,804  50 

Treasury  Department 79,699  15  77,356  93 

Weights  and  Measures  Department 49,444  33  47,437  00 

$36,707,837  99 

Amount  previously  appropriated  for  Public  Welfare  Department 2,250,000  00 


$44,201,383  41       $38,957,837  99 


City  Debt  Requirements $S,575,49S  68 

Suffolk  County  Courthouse  (Custodian) $286,4S2  96 

County  Buildings 123,857  33 

Jail 260,543  27 

Supreme  Judicial  Court 61,463  75 

Superior  Court,  Civil  Session  (General  Expenses) 5S2.802  00 

Superior  Court,  Civil  Session  (Clerk's  Office) 186,495  40 

Superior  Court,  Criminal  Session 479,895  23 

Probate  Court 26,149  00 

Municipal  Court,  City  of  Boston 446,206  00 

Municipal  Court,  Charlestown  District 34,559  60 

East  Boston  District  Court 31,987  35 

Municipal  Court,  South  Boston  District 27,059  95 

Municipal  Court,  Dorchester  District 38,347  63 

Municipal  Court,  Roxbury  District 99,685  60 

Municipal  Court,  West  Roxbury  District 36,058  17 

Municipal  Court,  Brighton  District 21,869  SO 

Boston  Juvenile  Court 30,982  72 

District  Court  of  Chelsea 44.9S2  03 

Registry  of  Deeds 197,989  46 

Index  Commissioners 27,212  59 

Insanity  Cases 33,120  00 

Land  Court 7,325  00 

Medical  Examiner  Service,  Northern  Division 27,302  17 

Medical  Examiner  Service,  Southern  Division 17.0S0  00 

Associate  Medical  Examiner,  Northern  Division 2,420  00 

Associate  Medical  Examiner,  Southern  Division 1,910  00 

*  Exclusive  of  $2,250,000  voted  by  City  Council,  March  9,  1931. 


$S,575,498  68 

$276,895  81 

117,694  00 

256,388  59 

61,073  75 

582,802  00 

175,157  60 

470,987  83 

25,049  00 

438,306  00 

34,326  85 

31,709  75 

26,859  95 

38,142  63 

95,271   17 

35,696  80 

19,613  00 

29.5S9  01 

41,811  40 

192,274  92 

26,036  85 

33,120  00 

7,010  00 

26,420  00 

16.9S0  00 

2,335  00 

1,855  00 
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Miscellaneous  Expenses: 

Auditing  Department 

Budget  Department 

Collecting  Department 

Sheriff 

Treasury  Department . 

Granite  Avenue  Bridge . . . 

Social  Law  Library 

Penal  Institutions  Department: 

Office  Expenses 

House  of  Correction 

Steamer  "Michael  J.  Perkins' 


County  Debt  Requirements    

Printing  Department 

City  Record,  Publication  of 

Public  Works  Department: 

Water  Service    

High  Pressure  Fire  Service,  Extension  of. 
Collecting  Department: 

Water  Service 

Water  Service,  Debt  Requirements 


Estimate. 

$955  00 
1,163  31 
1,400  00 
3,200  00 
5,740  00 
8,106  70 
1,000  00 

42,759  61 

522,351  71 

84,559  51 


$164,843  75 


$532,423  91 


$37,085  00 


$1,747,467  56 
500,000  00 

83,905  82 
70,165  00 


Allowance. 

$955  00 
1,163  31 
1,400  00 
3,200  00 
5,740  00 
7,881  70 
1,000  00 

40,559  50 

497,277  30 

73,742  67 


$3,805,132  85    $3,696,326  39 


$164,843  75 
$528,090  54 


$37,085  00 


$1,737,189  18 
250,000  00 

81,739  48 
70,165  00 


$2,401,538  38    $2,139,093  66 


RECAPITULATION    OF   AMOUNTS    ALLOWED    BY    MAYOR    FOR    1931. 

From  taxes: 

For  city  purposes  within  the  tax  limit $38,957,837  99 

City  debt  requirements 8,575,498  68 

City  total 

For  County  of  Suffolk  purposes 

County  debt  requirements 


City  and  county  total . 


From  revenue: 

Printing  Department 

City  Record,  Publication  of 

Public  Works  Department,  Water  Service. 
High  Pressure  Fire  Service,  Extension  of.  . 
Collecting  Department,  Water  Division. .  . 
Water  Service,  Debt  Requirements 


Grand  total. 


BASIS    OF    ESTIMATES,    1930. 

Average  valuation,  $1,948,713,046.00. 

$16  on  the  thousand  brings 

Estimated  income  and  cash  in  treasury 


$3,696,326  39 
164,843  75 


$528,090  54 
37,085  00 

1,737,189  18 

250,000  00 

81,739  48 

70,165  00 


$47,533,336  67 

3,861,170  14 
$51,394,506  81 


2,704,269  20 
54,089,776  01 


$31,179,408  74 
7,430,635  88 


Amount  available  for  appropriation  inside  tax  limit $38,610,044  62 

BASIS    OF    ESTIMATES,    1931. 

Average  valuation,  $1,973,091,133.33. 

$16  on  the  thousand  brings '. 

Estimated  income  and  cash  in  treasury 


T $31,569,458  13 

7,891,379  86 

Amount  available  for  appropriation  inside  tax  limit $39,460,837  99 


Ways  and  Means  Other  Than  Taxes  for  1931. 
An  estimate  of  the  ways  and  means,  other  than 
taxes,  of  meeting  the  expenditures  of  the  City  of 
Boston  and  County  of  Suffolk  for  the  year  ending 
December  31,  1931: 


Building  Department 

City  Clerk  Department 

Collecting  Department 

Fire  Department 

Health  Department 

Hospital  Department 

Institutions  Department 

Interest 

Library  Department 

Licensing  Department 

Market  Department 

Mayor 

Park  Department 

Peddlers'  Licenses 

Police  Department 

Public  Buildings  Department. 
Public  Welfare  Department.  . 
Public  Works  Department.  .  . 


$55,000  00 
21,000  00 
45,000  00 
92,000  00 
25,000  00 

280,000  00 
12,000  00 

575,000  00 
23,000  00 
52,000  00 
96,000  00 
52,000  00 

120,000  00 

8,000  00 

55,000  00 

20,000  00 

500,000  00 

250,000  00 


Registry  Department 

Soldiers'  Relief  Department.  . . . 
Street  Laying-Out  Department, 
Weights  and  Measures  Depart- 
ment  

County  of  Suffolk 

Corporation  Tax 

Street  Railway  Tax 


Available  cash  in  treasury,  De- 
cember 31,  1930 


$13,000  00 

43,000  00 

60,000  00 

15,000  00 

550,000  00 

3,200,000  00 

100,000  00 

$6,262,000  00 

1,629,379  86 

$7,891,379  86 


Appropriations    and    Tax    Orders    for    the 
Financial  Year  1931. 

Ordered,  That  to  meet  the  current  expenses 
payable  during  the  financial  year,  beginning  with 
the  first  day  of  January,  1931,  for  performing  the 
duties  and  exercising  the  powers  devolved  by 
statute  or  ordinance,  or  by  vote  of  the  City  Couri- 
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cil  during  the  year,  upon  the  City  of  Boston  or 
County  of  Suffolk,  or  the  departments  or  officers 
thereof,  and  to  meet  their  obligations  for  interest 
on  debt,  sinking  fund  requirements  and  maturing 
debt  not  provided  for  by  sinking  fund,  the  respec- 
tive sums  of  money  specified  in  the  tables  and 
schedules  hereinafter  set  out  be,  and  the  same  are, 
hereby  appropriated  for  the  several  departments 
and    for    the    objects    and    purposes    hereinafter 


Ordered,  That  the  appropriations  for  Water 
Service  current  expenses,  extension  of  High  Pres- 
sure Fire  System  and  the  payment  to  the  state 
under  the  provisions  of  chapter  488  of  the  Acts 
of  1895,  and  acts  in  addition  or  amendment  there- 
to, and  for  the  interest  and  debt  requirements  or 
for  loans  issued  for  water  purposes  be  met  by  the 
income  of  said  workB  and  any  excess  over  income 
from  taxes;  that  the  appropriation  for  Printing 
Department  be  met  by  the  department  income 
and  any  excess  over  income  from  taxes;  that  the 
appropriation  for  City  Record  be  met  by  the 
income  of  said  publication  and  any  excess  over 
income  from  taxes;  that  the  other  appropriations 
hereinafter  specified  be  met  out  of  the  money 
remaining  in  the  treasury  at  the  close  of  business 
on  December  31,  1930,  exclusive  of  the  money 
raised  by  loan  or  needed  to  carry  out  the  require- 
ments of  any  statute,  gift,  trust  or  special  appro- 
priation, and  by  the  income  of  the  financial  year 
beginning  January  1,  1931,  and  taxes  to  the  amount 
of  $41,253,126.95,  and  that  said  amount  be  raised 
by  taxation  on  the  polls  and  estates  in  the  City 
of  Boston. 

Ordered,  That  all  sums  of  money  which  form  no 
part  of  the  income  of  the  city  but  shall  be  paid  for 
services  rendered  or  work  done  by  any  depart- 
ment or  division  for  any  other  department  or 
division,  or  for  any  person  or  corporation  other 
than  the  City  of  Boston,  be  paid  into  the  general 
treasury,  and  that  all  contributions  made  to  any 
appropriation  be  expended  for  the  objects  and 
purposes  directed  by  the  several  contributors 
thereof. 

Ordered,  That  all  taxes  raised  to  meet  the 
appropriations  of  the  city  and  county  and  all 
taxes  assessed  for  meeting  the  city's  proportion 
of  the  state  tax  for  the  year  1931,  be  due  and 
payable  on  the  fifteenth  day  of  September,  1931; 
that  interest  shall  be  charged  on  all  taxes  remain- 
ing unpaid  after  the  second  day  of  October,  1931, 
in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  chapter  59, 
section  57,  of  the  General  Laws,  until  paid,  except 
the  taxes  assessed  upon  shares  of  national  banks, 
which  shall  bear  interest  at  the  rate  of  12  per  cent 
per  annum  from  the  fifteenth  day  of  September, 
1931,  until  paid;  and  that  all  interest  which  shall 
have  become  due  on  taxes  shall  be  added  to  and 
be  part  of  such  taxes. 

Ordered,  That  except  as  the  appropriation  for 
any  purpose  or  item  shall  be  increased  by  additional 
appropriations  or  transfers  lawfully  made,  no 
money  shall  be  expended  by  any  department  for 
any  of  the  purposes  or  items  designated  in  the 
tables  and  schedules  hereinafter  set  out  in  excess 
of  the  amount  set  down  as  appropriated  for  such 
specific  purpose  or  item;  and  except  as  aforesaid 
no  salaries  or  wages  shall  be  paid  in  excess  of  the 
rates  specified  in  said  tables  and  schedules. 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Appropriations. 


CITIZEN   LABOR   ON   EAST   BOSTON 
TUNNEL. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  March  16,  1931. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  am  in  receipt  of  your  order 
of  March  9,  1931,  requesting  the  insertion  in 
the  tunnel  contract  of  a  clause  providing  for 
the  employment  of  citizens  of  Boston.  All 
contracts  now  contain  a  clause  requiring  the 
employment  so  far  as  possible  of  citizens  of  the 
United  States,  and  1  am  advised  by  the  Law 
Department  that  the  further  restriction  of  em- 
ployment to  residents  of  Boston  only  would 
undoubtedly  be  unconstitutional. 

However,  in  view  of  the  past  record  of  the 
Transit  Commission,  1  have  no  doubt  that  every 
effort  will  be  made  to  see  that  residents  and  citi- 
zens of  Boston  will  be  given  the  preference  wher- 
ever possible. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Ctjrley,  Mayor. 
Placed  on  file. 


EXPENSE   OF   THOROUGHFARE   PLAN. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  March  16,  1931. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — In  reply  to  your  order  of  March 
9,  1931,  relative  to  the  financial  participation  of 
the  Commonwealth  in  the  expense  of  the  Thor- 
oughfare Plan  I  will  say  that  I  shall  be  very  glad 
to  urge  on  the  state  authorities  a  proposal  that 
the  Commonwealth  bear  a  portion  of  the  expense. 
I  am  not  very  hopeful  of  obtaining  any  relief 
along  this  line,  in  view  of  the  many  unavailing 
efforts  that  have  been  made  to  obtain  for  the 
City  of  Boston  its  legitimate  share  of  the  income 
received  by  and  the  public  works  constructed  by 
the  state. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 
Placed  on  file. 


PETITIONS   REFERRED. 

The  following  petitions  were  received  and  re- 
ferred to  the  committees  named,  viz.: 

Claims. 

Mabel  S.  Andrews,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  property  at  Beaver  street  and  Glenwood  avenue, 
caused  by  raised  sidewalk. 

Esther  Ballrin,  for  compensation  for  damage  to 
ear  by  city  car. 

Bay  State  Upholstering  Company,  for  compen- 
sation for  damage  to  property  at  152-158  North 
street,  caused  by  negligence  of  City  Building 
Wrecking  Company. 

Henry  B.  Beard,  for  compensation  for  damage  to 
property  at  10  Marsh  street,  caused  by  overflow  of 
sewage. 

Robert  Beard,  for  compensation  for  damage  to 
car  caused  by  an  alleged  defect  in  Locust  street. 

Salvatore  Blancif orti,  for  compensation  for  dam- 
age to  truck  by  city  truck. 

Mrs.  W.  G.  DeMuth,  for  compensation  for  dam- 
age to  property  at  32  Caspar  street,  caused  by 
backing  up  of  sewage. 

Mary  Dyer,  for  compensation  for  injuries  caused 
by  an  alleged  defect  at  7S  Tyler  street. 

William  M.  Egan,  for  compensation  for  refund 
on  refuse  tickets. 

Sarah  A.  Gay,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  an  alleged  defect  in  Rosewood  street, 
Mattapan. 

John  D.  Jackson,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  car  caused  by  an  alleged  defect  at  54  and  56 
Spring  street. 

Mrs.  Florence  M.  Kehoe,  for  compensation  for 
damage  to  car  by  ash  truck. 

Robert  A.  LaCentra  &  Co.,  for  compensation  for 
damage  to  truck  caused  by  an  alleged  defect  in 
Chelsea  street,  Charlestown. 

John  J.  Mallard,  for  compensation  for  damage  to 
car  caused  by  an  alleged  defect  in  Western  avenue, 
Brighton. 

John  F.  McCartin,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  clothing  at  Atlantic  avenue  and  Summer  street, 
caused  by  defective  rubbish  can. 

Alfred  Nettle,  for  compensation  for  loss  of  cloth- 
ing at  City  Hsopital. 

James  M.  O'Brien,  for  compensation  for  relaying 
drain  at  57  Harbor  View  street. 

Elizabeth  A.  O'Leary,  for  compensation  for 
injuries  caused  by  an  alleged  defect  in  Parker  street. 

Mary  Clark  Paul,  for  refund  for  loss  of  hens 
killed  by  dogs. 

Charles  J.  Rowe,  for  compensation  for  damage  to 
car  by  city  cart. 

Scholnick  Shoe  Company,  for  compensation  for 
damage  to  car  by  city  truck. 

Shaw's  Sandwich  Shops,  Inc.,  for  refund  on 
refuse  tickets. 

Suffolk  Sugar  Supply  Company,  for  compensa- 
tion for  damage  to  car  by  city  cart. 

B.  M.  Lawler,  for  compensation  for  damage  to 
property  at  9A  Elm  street,  Charlestown,  caused  by 
fire  apparatus. 

Special  Committee  on  Jitneys. 
Petition  of  Boston  Elevated  Railway  for  license 
to  operate  motor  vehicles  between  Andrew  Square 
Station  and  junction  of  Dorchester  avenue  and 
Savin  Hill  avenue,  over  Ellery  street,  Southampton 
street,  and  Dorchester  avenue,  between  Andrew 
Square  Station  and  Savin  Hill  avenue,  together 
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with  and  including  a  loop  over  Savin  Hill  avenue, 
Auckland  street,  Bay  street,  Dorchester  avenue. 

Executive. 
Petition  for  children  under  fifteen  years  of  age  to 
appear  at  places  of  public  amusement,  viz.: 
Marie  Stewart,  P.  A.  Collins  Hall,  March  18. 


APPOINTMENT  OF  ASSISTANT  ASSESSORS. 

Notices  were  received  from  the  Board  of  As- 
sessors of  appointments  of  the  following: 

First  assistant  assessors,  appointments  effective 
March  16,  1931:  Thomas  P.  O'Connor,  Thomas 
J.  Murphy,  George  A.  Maloney,  Francis  T.  Keefe, 
Albert  J.  A.  Gleason. 

Second  assistant  assessor,  appointment  effective 
March  16,  1931:  Delia  M.  Cauley. 

Severally  placed  on  file. 


CONSTABLES'   BONDS. 

The  constables'  bonds  of  Dennis  L.  Griffin,  Isidor 
Baitler,  Fred  C.  Burracker  and  Israel  Spector, 
having  been  duly  approved  by  the  City  Treasurer, 
were  received  and  approved. 


REPORT   OF   COMMITTEE   ON 
ORDINANCES. 

Coun.  HEIN,  for  the  Committee  on  Ordinances, 
submitted  the  following: 

1.  Report  on  ordinance  (referred  February  9) 
prohibiting  bootblacking  on  the  Lord's  Day — 
that  the  same  ought  not  to  pass. 

Report  accepted;  said  ordinance  rejected. 


QUARTERS  FOR  OLD  DORCHESTER  POST, 
NO.  65. 

Coun.  WILSON  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Public 
Buildings  be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the 
Mayor,  to  build  a  temporary  or  permanent  addi- 
tion to  the  Library  Building,  Richmond  street, 
Dorchester  Lower  Mills,  in  order  that  the  Old 
Dorchester  Post,  No.  65,  A.  L.,  may  have  adequate 
quarters  for  meeting  purposes. 
Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


ROPING    OFF    STREETS. 

Coun.  DOWD  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  City  Messenger  be,  and  he 
hereby  is,  authorized  to  rope  off  Union  Park  street 
and  Harrison  avenue  in  the  vicinity  of  Union  Park 
street,  between  two  thirty  and  four  thirty  p.  m.  on 
Saturday,  April  11,  for  the  cross-country  run  of  the 
Cathedral  Athletic  Association,  the  expense  in- 
cident thereto  to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation 
for  City  Council,  Flags,  Ropes  and  Stakes. 
Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


WARD   11   IMPROVEMENTS. 
Coun.  ENGLERT  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,    That    the    Commissioner    of    Public 
Works  be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor, 
to  repave  Atherton  street,  Ward  11,  with  smooth 
paving. 

Ordered,  That  the  Board  of  Street  Commission- 
ers be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to 
accept  and  lay  out  Lee  street,  Ward  11,  as  a  public 
highway. 

Severally  passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


SIDEWALK  ON  HARVARD  STREET. 

Coun.  RUBY  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,    That    the    Commissioner    of    Public 

Works  make  a  sidewalk  along  Harvard  street,  from 

Blue   Hill  avenue   to   Morton   street,   both   sides, 

Ward  14,  in  front  of  the  estates  bordering  thereon; 


said  sidewalk  to  be  from  3  to  10  inches  above  the 
gutter  adjoining,  to  be  from  5  to  12  feet  in  width, 
and  to  be  built  of  artificial  stone,  with  granite 
edgestones,  under  the  provisions  of  chapter  196 
of  the  Special  Acts  of  1917. 
Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


GOLF    COURSE,    HYDE    PARK. 

Coun.  ARNOLD — Mr.  President,  I  note  that 
the  recommendation  in  regard  to  the  Hyde  Park 
golf  course  will  be  in  effect  after  March  20,  and  I, 
therefore,  call  up  No.  5  on  the  calendar. 

The  Council  voted  to  take  up,  under  unfinished 
business,  No.  5  on  the  calendar,  viz.: 

5.  Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  $275,000  be,  and 
the  same  hereby  is,  appropriated,  to  be  expended 
under  the  direction  of  the  Board  of  Park  Com- 
missioners for  Public  Golf  Course,  and  that  to 
meet  said  appropriation  the  City  Treasurer  be 
authorized  to  issue,  from  time  to  time,  upon  request 
of  the  Mayor,  bonds  or  certificates  of  indebtedness 
of  the  city  to  said  amount. 

On  March  2,  1931,  the  foregoing  order  was  read 
once  and  passed,  yeas  17,  nays  2. 

The  question  came  on  the  second  and  final 
reading  and  passage  of  the  order. 

Coun.  DOWD — Mr.  President,  the  passage  of 
this  order,  I  assume,  calls  for  the  additional  ex- 
penditure of  $275,000  for  the  Hyde  Park  Golf 
Course.  I  have  consistently  opposed  this  measure 
since  it  has  been  in  the  Council.  I  noted  in  the 
papers  that  the  President  of  the  Council  made  the 
statement  that  I  had  run  away  from  this  measure. 
Let  me  say  that  while  I  have  been  a  member  of  the 
Council  I  have  never  run  away  from  any  measure, 
and  proof  of  the  fact  that  the  President  was  not 
telling  the  truth  is  the  fact  that  this  is  on  the  calen- 
dar today  and  that  Dowd  is  here  to  oppose  it.  I 
am  opposed  to  the  measure  because  I  don't  believe 
the  citizens  of  Boston  should  be  asked  to  spend 
one  half  million  dollars,  as  the  matter  stands  up  to 
the  present  time,  and  possibly  $200,000  or  $300,000 
more,  for  the  erection  of  a  golf  course  which  will 
be  used  by  three  or  four  of  the  idle  rich  in  Boston. 
We  have  repeatedly  suggested  and  asked  the  Mayor 
of  Boston  to  build  playgrounds  in  every  section  of 
the  city,  and  he  has  repeatedly  vetoed  such  orders, 
saying  that  the  city  was  not  financially  able  to 
stand  the  burden.  Regardless  of  what  any  indi- 
viduals may  say  about  this  golf  course  at  the  pres- 
ent time,  we  were  informed  that  it  was  going  to  be 
done  by  day  labor,  and  we  were  informed  that 
300  men  would  be  employed  there.  The  chairman 
of  the  Finance  Committee  said  last  week  that  293 
men  were  employed  out  there,  and  I  dispute  that. 
I  have  stated  time  and  again  that  there  was  only 
160  at  the  maximum,  and  last  week  we  found  that 
the  Park  Commissioner  took  thirty-five  men  away 
from  there,  and  at  the  present  time  there  are  only 
about  120  men  employed  on  the  golf  course.  Yet 
you  are  asked  to  spend  $275,000  more,  when  nearly 
everybody  and  every  organization  in  the  entire 
city  is  saying  that  if  we  don't  stop  spending  money 
there  is  to  be  a  big  increase  in  the  taxes  assessed 
upon  the  citizens  of  Boston.  I  think  we  are  taxed 
enough,  Mr.  President.  I  believe  most  of  the  mem- 
bers of  this  Council  have  been  out  there  and 
examined  the  land.  I  introduced  an  order  to  have 
an  inspection  of  the  golf  course.  I  had  myself 
on  two  or  three  occasions  inspected  it,  and  so  I 
didn't  think  it  was  necessary  for  me  to  go  out  with 
the  body.  Now,  in  spite  of  the  fact  that  we  were 
told  a  few  months  ago  that  the  work  was  going  to 
be  done  by  day  labor,  it  is  being  taken  away  from 
day  labor  and  given  to  contractors.  I  cannot 
see  why  a  half  million  dollars  of  the  taxpayers' 
money  should  be  spent  on  a  golf  course  to  accom- 
modate but  300  or  400  of  the  idle  rich  of  Boston, 
when  there  are  so  many  important  things  to  be  done 
in  this  city  and  when  the  unemployment  situation 
could  be  much  better  taken  care  of  in  other  ways. 
I  wonder  how  many  people  of  Charlestown,  East 
Boston,  Roxbury,  the  South  End,  South  Boston, 
and  other  sections  of  the  city,  are  going  to  be 
afforded  an  opportunity  to  play  golf  on  the  Hyde 
Park  Golf  Course?  They  tell  you  that  it  will  be  a 
financial  success.  I  say  that  it  will  not  be.  I 
understand  that  the  figures  on  the  Franklin  Park 
Golf  Course,  constructed  on  city-owned  property, 
show  that  they  received  last  year  a  net  profit  of 
$20,000.  There,  however,  there  was  practically 
no  investment.  Here  you  have  an  investment  of 
half  a  million  dollars  to  date,  and  I  doubt  very 
much  if  half  a  million  dollars  is  going  to  cover  the 
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expenditure.  One  half  million  dollars,  Mr. 
President,  invested  at  5  per  cent,  would  bring 
$25,000  into  the  city  treasury.  I  say  that  the 
members  of  the  Council  should  go  very,  very  slow 
in  the  matter  of  approving  such  a  large  sum  of 
money  for  this  purpose.  I  say  that  it  is  nothing 
more  nor  less  than  a  steal  by  the  present  adminis- 
tration, and  I  think  any  individual  who  has  looked 
at  that  land  out  there  and  who  has  seen  the  rocks 
and  the  swamps,  certainly  must  agree  with  me 
to  some  extent.  I  will  never  vote  half  a  million 
dollars  for  a  golf  course  until  proper  playground 
facilities  have  been  placed  in  my  district  and  every 
other  district  of  the  entire  city.  If  you  gentlemen 
see  fit  to  go  on  record  today  in  favor  of  spending 
$275,000  of  the  taxpayers'  money  for  such  a  pur- 
pose, I  say  that  you  are  answerable  to  the  tax- 
payers for  your  action,  and  that  you  are  supposed 
to  be  here  representing  the  interests  of  the  tax- 
payers and  not  of  the  real  estate  sharks  who  are 
benefiting  by  the  money  expended  out  there.  I 
trust  that  the  members  of  the  Council  will  go  rather 
slow,  and  will  think  carefully,  before  they  spend 
half  a  million  dollars  on  this  proposed  municipal 
golf  course;  and  I  repeat  that  I  think  the  action  of 
the  President  of  the  City  Council  in  attacking  me 
as  he  did,  was  guilty  of  a  contemptible  attack, 
because  he  knew  that  I  was  not  running  away 
from  the  golf  course.  Action  on  the  golf  course  is 
before  the  body  today,  and  Dowd  of  Roxbury  is 
here  to  vote  against  it. 

Coun.  KELLY — Mr.  President,  I  am  in  hearty 
accord  with  everything  that  Councilor  Dowd  has 
said.  I  say  that  this  appropriation  of  close  to  half 
a  million  dollars  should  not  be  allowed  at  this  time. 
I  say  if  there  is  any  money  of  the  city  to  be  spent, 
it  should  be  spent  among  the  needy  families  and 
the  unemployed  of  Boston,  in  preference  to  con- 
sidering the  wishes  of  the  so-called  idle  rich  or 
well-to-do  who  will  patronize  the  golf  course.  1 
say,  as  1  told  you  two  weeks  ago,  that  day  labor  is 
not  to  be  employed  on  this  job.  There  are  going 
to  be  seven  contractors  and  they  perhaps  will  not 
be  even  from  the  City  of  Boston,  who  will  be 
enriched  by  this  project.  If  it  were  to  be  done  by 
day  labor  I  would  say  that  it  was  all  right,  but  the 
contractors  are  the  ones  who  will  get  the  jobs,  and 
we  know  what  they  will  do  when  they  get  them; 
that  they  will  hire  noncitizens  or  citizens  of  adjoin- 
ing towns,  such  as  Cambridge  and  Somerville,  as 
they  have  done  in  the  past.  Therefore,  I  am 
against  such  an  expenditure  of  $500,000.  I  say 
this,  that  there  are  but  172  men  out  there  working 
now,  temporarily.  If  we  allow  the  Park  Commis- 
sioner this  $275,000,  those  men  are  not  going  to  be 
kept  on  any  longer.  So,  therefore,  there  is  not  a 
gentleman  in  this  Council  who  can  honestly  vote 
for  this  proposition  on  the  ground  that  it  is  going 
to  keep  men  at  work.  The  only  reason  why  you 
can  vote  for  this  particular  order  is  to  enrich  cer- 
tain contractors,  some  of  whom  will  undoubtedly 
come  from  outside  of  Boston,  and  they  will  hire  in 
large  part  men  who  do  not  belong  in  Boston,  and 
will  not  be  induced  to  do  otherwise  by  the  man 
who  has  the  authority — namely,  the  Mayor  of 
Boston.  They  will  do  the  same  here  as  they  have 
done  on  other  contracts — get  noncitizens  to  do  this 
work.  So  I  say,  Mr.  President,  that  you  should  go 
very,  very  slowly  before  putting  yourselves  on 
record  in  these  hard  times  in  favor  of  appropriating 
half  a  million  dollars  in  this  way.  I  trust  that  every 
member  of  the  Council,  when  he  votes  on  this 
matter,  will  realize  the  duty  he  owes  to  the  tax- 
payers of  this  city,  and  consequently  will  vote 
against  this  steal. 

President  McGRATH— The  clerk  will  call  the 
roll. 

Coun.  FITZGERALD— Mr.  President,  before 
final  action  is  taken — although  I  realize  that  no 
words  of  mine  will  change  the  position  of  any 
councilor —  I  do  wish  to  say  that  on  September  14, 
1930,  Eugene  P.  Wogan  was  requested  to  make  a 
report  to  the  Board  of  Park  Commissioners  upon  the 
advisability  of  taking  this  site  for  a  golf  course, 
and  he  sends  in  a  written  report,  as  he  was  em- 
ployed to  do  by  the  Board,  in  which  he  protested 
against  the  taking  of  this  site  for  a  golf  course; 
that  in  October  28,  1930,  a  very  distinguished 
firm  known  as  Stiles  &  Van  Kleek,  Inc.,  whoever 
they  are,  got  busy,  and  got  in  touch  with  the 
Warren  Landscape  Engineering  Company  of 
Providence,  R.  1.,  to  look  into  the  matter  of  con- 
structing a  golf  course  on  this  land,  and  that  there 
were  letters  or  communications  between  the 
Warren  Landscape  Engineering  Company  of 
Providence  and   Stiles  &   Van  Kleek,   Inc.,  as  to 


the  expense  of  putting  this  land  in  shape  for  a 
golf  course.  While  not  committing  themselves, 
they  asked  for  a  report  from  this  Providence 
concern,  stating  that  certain  things  might  be  done, 
and  this  would  probably  be  a  good  proposition, 
and  this  concern  has  said  that  they  would  do  a 
complete  job  there — nothing  at  all  being  said  of 
day  labor — for  $150,000  exclusive  of  rocks  of 
one-half  yard  size.  Of  course,  they  realized  that 
there  was  rock  there,  as  any  one  who  goes  out 
there  must  realize  that  there  is  rock  there,  and 
plenty  of  it.  But  that  was  the  figure,  $150,000, 
and  they  got  that  figure,  I  understand,  from  the 
Warren  Landscape  Engineering  Company.  This 
can  be  looked  up,  if  you  want  to  do  so.  Of  course, 
the  whole  thing  has  been  a  mystery,  but  some- 
body's kind  hand  was  in  that.  Mr.  President,  I 
feel,  as  do  the  other  councilors  to  whom  I  have 
spoken,  that  this  is  a  luxury,  only  for  the  benefit 
of  a  few  people;  that  an  appropriation  of  this  size 
would  keep  a  large  number  of  men  at  work,  would 
keep  men  at  work  in  the  Park  Department  not 
only  for  six  months  but  for  nine  months,  right 
through  the  winter,  looking  after  many  of  the 
parks  and  other  parts  of  the  system.  Even  the 
statue  of  P.  A.  Collins  out  there,  Mr.  President, 
a  man  beloved  by  a  great  portion  of  the  people  of 
this  city,  has  been  in  deplorable  condition  all 
winter.  There  has  been  plenty  of  opportunity  for 
work,  and  many  men  could  be  kept  at  day  labor  if 
it  were  desired  to  find  places  for  them.  However, 
that  is  another  story  now.  What  has  gone  by 
cannot  be  helped,  but  I  do  say  that  I,  for  one, 
cannot  bring  myself  to  vote  for  this  proposition, 
spending  more  money  for  this  purpose  at  this 
time. 

Coun.  DOWD — Mr.  President,  I  would  like  to 
ask  Coun.  Fitzgerald  a  question  through  the  Chair. 
He  says  that  there  is  a  contractor  who  is  willing 
to  build  this  golf  course  for  S150.000,  outside  of 
the  excavation  of  the  rocks,  as  I  understand  it? 

Coun.  FITZGERALD— Mr.  President,  I  don't 
say  that  I  have  that  information,  but  I  can  state 
this,  that  the  Warren  Landscape  Engineering 
Company  of  Providence  was  asked  to  submit  a 
report  as  to  the  amount  of  money  that  would  be 
necessary  to  construct  this  golf  course,  and  they 
stated  that  for  $150,000  they  could  do  the  work, 
exclusive  of  getting  out  the  rock  of  one-half  yard 
size.  What  that  means  I  don't  know.  I  have  not 
the  exact  wording  of  the  letters  here  before  me, 
but  I  have  received  this  information,  while  not 
knowing  the  exact  contents  of  the  letter.  If  you 
see  fit  to  do  so,  however,  you  can  get  in  touch 
with  the  Warren  Landscape  Engineering  Com- 
pany of  Providence.  Perhaps  it  may  not  be  too 
late,  inasmuch  as  under  the  city  charter  I  under- 
stand that  this  order  goes  into  effect  March  20 
if  action  is  not  taken  by  us.  So  it  may  now  be  too 
late  to  get  this  information. 

Coun.  DOWD — Mr.  President,  I  say  that  the 
insinuations  or  allegations,  whichever  they  may 
be  called,  that  Councilor  Fitzgerald  has  made  here 
should  be  sufficient  to  stop  any  member  from 
voting  for  this  golf  course.  It  is  not  too  late, 
Councilor  Fitzgerald,  by  any  means.  They  need 
fifteen  votes  to  put  this  order  through.  Now,  the 
land  cost  S136,000,  the  excavating  of  the  rocks, 
according  to  the  figures,  will  amount  to  $70,000, 
the  cost  of  the  clubhouse  will  be,  say,  $50,000, 
and  if  the  amount  charged  by  this  firm  for  building 
the  course  would  be  $150,000,  that  would  bring 
the  total  up  to  $356,000,  which  could  mean  a 
saving  of  $144,000,  subtracting  the  $356,000  from 
$500,000.  So  I  say  to  you,  members  of  the 
Council,  that  you  should  never  allow  yourselves 
to  go  on  record  as  voting  for  this  order  until  you 
have  time  to  investigate  what  Councilor  Fitz- 
gerald has  said  here  today.  If  what  he  says  is 
true,  and,  personally,  I  do  not  believe  that  he  is 
uttering  any  false  remarks  here,  then  the  tax- 
payers of  Boston  are  losing  $144,000.  Gentlemen, 
you  should  go  very,  very  slowly  before  you  vote 
for  this  order.  If  "what  he  says  is  true,  there  is 
only  one  thing  to  do.  You  owe  a  duty  to  the 
taxpayers  of  the  city,  and  you  should  protect 
yourselves  in  the  districts  you  represent,  not  plac- 
ing yourselves  in  the  position  you  would  be  placed 
in  by  such  a  vote.  It  is  not  going  to  make  very 
nice  reading  when  the  citizens  of  this  city  read 
what  Councilor  Fitzgerald  has  said,  if  after  such 
remarks  you  allow  yourselves  to  be  placed  in 
the  position  of  enabling  any  individual  to  steal 
$144,000.  I  think  the  proper  thing  for  us  to  do  is 
to  defeat  this  order  and  to  allow  the  Mayor  of 
Boston  to  send  it  up  here  again  if  he  wishes  to  do 
so.     That  will  give  us  an  opportunity  to  investi- 
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gate  this  contractor  that  Councilor  Fitzgerald  has 
spoken  to  us  about.  If  he  says  that  he  will  build 
this  course  for  $150,000  outside  of  the  excavation 
work,  I  say  that  he  is  entitled  to  build  it, — because, 
after  all,  this  is  not  to  be,  evidently,  a  day  labor 
job.  They  have  taken  away  the  day  labor  ele- 
ment and  are  letting  it  out  to  contractors.  So  I 
say  to  you  that  you  owe  a  duty  to  yourselves  and 
to  the  citizens  to  investigate  what  Councilor 
I'itzgerald  says  before  you  vote.  If  you  defeat 
this  measure  today  and  then  allow  the  Mayor  of 
Boston  to  send  it  up  again,  if  he  wishes  to  do  so 
and  you  can  then  have  a  public  investigation. 
You  can  find  out  if  this  concern  will  build  the 
course  for  $150,000,  and  if  they  will  do  so,  that  will 
be  a  means  of  saving  to  the  taxpayers,  not  to  the 
contractors,  $144,000. 

Coun.  HEIN — Mr.  President,  I  would  like  to 
ask  Councilor  Fitzgerald  if  this  sum  includes 
the  locker  building  that  they  are  proposing  to 
build  out  there,  the  $150,000? 

Coun.  FITZGERALD— Mr.  President,  I  have 
already  explained  the  information  I  have.  I  don't 
know  about  the  locker  building.  But  I  have  stated 
the  information  that  I  received,  and  I  have  given 
the  name  of  the  contracting  firm. 

Coun.  HEIN — Mr.  President,  I  think  the  coun- 
cilor from  Roxbury  has  been  somewhat  deceived 
by  the  remarks  of  the  councilor  from  the  West 
End  (Coun.  Fitzgerald),  when  he  refers  to  the 
estimated  expense  of  $150,000  for  constructing 
this  golf  course.  He  takes  it  for  granted  that 
those  figures  are  correct,  and  he  does  not  know 
whether  that  sum  includes  a  locker  building. 

Coun.  DOWD — Mr.  President,  I  rise  to  point 
of  order.  I  never  said  that  these  figures  were 
correct.     I  simply  assumed  that  they  were. 

Coun.  HEIN— Well,  Mr.  President,  we  don't 
know  whether  those  figures  include  a  locker  build- 
ing or  not.  I  certainly  have  heard  no  argument 
advanced  here  which  would  indicate  that  we  should 
not  pass  the  order  today. 

Coun.  NORTON— Mr.  President,  this  is  a  very 
embarrassing  situation,  as  far  as  I  am  concerned, 
this  proposed  golf  course  being  in  my  particular 
ward.  My  colleague  from  the  West  End  has  said 
that  we  are  appropriating  too  large  an  amount 
when  we  appropriate  half  a  million  dollars  for  this 
golf  course,  and  we  are  told  that  it  means  putting 
to  work  only  one  hundred  men  instead  of  the  num- 
ber which  we  were  given  to  believe  a  few  weeks 
ago.  So  many  different  statements  have  been 
made  in  regard  to  the  golf  course  since  the  matter 
has  come  before  the  body  that  I  have  made  an 
effort  to  ascertain  the  truth.  One  of  the  myths 
was  exploded  when  we  visited  the  golf  course,  in 
regard  to  the  remarks  which  it  was  purported  was 
made  by  the  expert,  Mr.  Donald  Ross.  We  had 
been  told  that  he  said  the  land  was  not  fit  for  a 
golf  course.  But  when  we  went  out  there  it  was 
pointed  out  to  us  that  he  had  referred  to  land  on 
the  opposite  side  of  the  street  as  unfit  for  a  golf 
course;  that  as  regards  this  particular  piece  of 
land  it  was  fit.  Then,  there  were  the  statements 
made  in  regard  to  the  rock  ledges  and  swamps.  I 
understand  from  men  who  are  supposed  to  be 
experts  on  the  geological  makeup  of  this  partic- 
ular section  that  this  is  a  normal  section  in  that 
area,  having  no  more  swamp  or  rocks  than  the 
average  section  in  that  particular  part  of  our  city. 
We  are  also  informed  that  this  is  the  only  area 
left  in  the  city  which  can  be  used  for  a  golf  course, 
so  it  would  seem  that  if  we  are  to  build  another 
golf  course  this- is  the  only  piece  of  land  available 
for  the  purpose.  There  are  certainly  very  few 
stretches  of  land  left  in  Boston,  in  any  event,  fitted 
for  a  golf  course.  The  Park  Commissioner,  when 
we  were  out  on  the  proposed  golf  course  a  while 
ago,  also  stated  that  the  half  million  dollars  would 
cover  the  entire  golf  course  project.  Whether 
that  is  so  I  don't  know,  but  that  is  what  we  have 
been  informed.  Personally,  I  do  not  feel  that  it 
is  spending  the  city's  money  in  the  best  way  at  a 
time  in  our  history  when  we  have  more  unem- 
ployed walking  the  streets  and  more  people  who 
are  hungry  and  in  need  than  at  anj  previous  time 
I  remember  in  our  history.  So  I  think  myself  it 
is  rather  anomalous  at  this  time  to  talk  of  golf 
courses.  When  my  colleague  from  Roxbury 
(Coun.  Dowd)  says  that  this  will  probably  simply 
benefit  three  hundred  men  who  may  want  to  play 
golf,  he  may  be  right.  Personally,  in  a  short 
time,  I  don't  know  where  men  are  going  to  get 
the  price  to  pay  for  the  sticks,  if  the  figures  I  have 
gathered  are  correct,  or  if  they  properly  foreshadow 
what  is  before  us.     Having  in  mind  this  idea  of 


cycles,  and  the  way  these  things  work  out,  I  am 
certainly  fearful  of  the  immediate  future.  Now, 
we  have  heard  the  statement  of  the  gentleman 
from  the  West  End  (Coun.  Fitzgerald).  While 
his  statement  places  us  in  an  embarrassing  position 
on  this  particular  project,  at  the  same  time  there 
has  been  no  evidence  here  yet  that  we  are  spend- 
ing too  much  money.  Our  colleague  from  the 
West  End  tells  us  that  the  Warren  Landscape 
Engineering  Company  of  Providence  will  build 
this  golf  course  for  $150,000  plus  the  necessary 
amount  for  rock  excavation.  So,  altogether,  I 
think  it  would  be  wise  to  postpone  this  until  after 
our  Executive  Committee  meeting,  so  that  we 
may  get  in  touch  with  these  people  in  Providence 
before  voting  on  the  matter  and  ascertain  what 
their  proposal  on  the  golf  course  was.  Then,  if 
the  figures  as  stated  by  our  colleague  from  the 
West  End  are  correct,  and  indicate  that  there  is 
too  large  an  amount  being  spent  for  this  purpose, 
I  will  vote  against  the  order,  even  though  I  do 
have  to  answer  for  so  doing,  as  it  is  in  my  district. 
With  times  as  they  are,  Mr.  President,  we  have 
to  be  very  careful.  There  are  now  more  people 
interested  in  the  action  of  the  city  government, 
due  to  the  fact  that  the  finances  of  this  city,  as 
in  every  city  of  the  nation,  are  in  a  precarious 
condition.  Therefore,  even  though  the  golf  course 
is  in  my  ward,  if  what  the  gentleman  from  the 
West  End  says  is  true,  that  the  Providence  people 
are  willing  to  build  this  golf  course  at  what  appears 
to  be  half  the  price  we  are  spending,  I  shall  vote 
against  the  order.  I  respectfully  suggest  at  this 
time  that  we  postpone  action  until  after  our  exec- 
utive session,  giving  us  an  opportunity  to  get  in 
contact  with  the  Providence  company  and  see 
what  the  actual  figure  was  and  what  it  meant 
before  voting  on  the  matter. 

President  McGRATH — Councilor  Norton  moves 
to  postpone  action  on  this  matter  until  later  in 
the  day,  and  on  that  motion  the  clerk  will  call  the 
roll. 

Coun.  HEIN — Mr.  President,  I  would  inquire 
how  long  it  will  take  to  get  that  information. 

Coun.  NORTON— Half  an  hour. 

Coun.  HEIN — Can  you  get  it  in  half  an  hour? 

Coun.  NORTON — Of  course,  I  cannot  dog- 
matically state  that  I  can,  but  I  ought  to  be  able 
to  get  the  information  in  a  reasonable  time,  and 
it  is  important.  This  is  a  proposition  involving 
half  a  million  dollars.  Certainly,  if  this  is  a 
reputable  concern  in  Providence,  and  it  appears 
that  we  are  at  the  present  time  spending  money — 
as  I  have  told  my  colleague  from  the  West  End, 
if  he  presented  evidence  to  that  effect,  showing 
that  we  are  spending  money  foolishly  on  the  golf 
course,  I  would  be  against  the  appropriation,  even 
though  this  is  something  in  my  own  ward.  In 
view  of  the  statements  that  have  been  made  and 
the  arguments  that  have  been  advanced,  it  seems 
to  me  we  should  at  least  wait  until  after  our 
executive  session  on  this  matter;  in  the  meantime 
try  to  ascertain  whether  the  facts  submitted  by 
our  colleague  from  the  West  End  (Coun.  Fitz- 
gerald) are  correct. 

Coun.  DOWD — Mr.  President,  although  natur- 
ally no  man  in  the  city  could  be  more  affected 
by  the  action  on  this  golf  course  than  the  man  in 
whose  ward  it  lies,  the  councilor  from  Hyde  Park 
has  been  absolutely  fair  in  his  position  on  the 
matter  and  in  his  remarks.  If  he  thinks  there  is 
a  chance  of  $144,000  being  stolen  from  the  tax- 
payers' pockets,  he  is  willing  to  vote  against  it, 
in  spite  of  the  way  in  which  he  might  naturally 
be  moved  locally.  Now,  Mr.  President,  if  the 
councilor  from  Hyde  Park  is  perfectly  willing  to 
vote  against  it,  I  see  no  reason  why  any  other 
councilors — from  East  Boston,  Brighton  or  other 
sections — should  vote  for  it,  because,  after  all,  we 
have  always  given  the  man  whose  district  was 
represented  the  right  to  say  whether  a  thing  was 
right  or  wrong.  You  have  heard  the  remarks  of 
Councilor  Norton.  I  agree  with  you  that  before 
any  member  of  the  Council  should  be  compelled 
to  vote  "Yes''  or  "No"  on  the  matter  he  ought 
to  find  out  whether  the  remarks  of  Councilor 
Fitzgerald  in  reference  to  this  concern  he  has 
referred  to  are  absolutely  true.  You  and  I  know 
that  we  can  get  that  information  within  half  an 
hour.  Half  a  million  dollars  is  a  lot  of  money  to 
expend,  especially  at  such  a  time  in  the  history 
of  the  city  as  this.  I  say  to  you,  why  not  do  this? 
Defeat  the  order  today,  because  it  must  be  either 
defeated  or  accepted.  Let  us  send  it  back  to  the 
Mayor  and  he  can  send  it  back  again,  and  then  let 
us  hold  a  public  hearing  with  this  concern  to  see 
if   they   will   build    the   course   for   $150,000.     Of 
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course,  when  they  say  $150,000,  they  are  going  to 
build  the  drains  and  everything  else  connected 
with  a  first-class  golf  course.  I  accept  what  you 
have  said,  Councilor  Norton,  in  the  spirit  in 
which  you  have  said  it,  and  I  ask  you,  in  view 
of  the  fact  that  you  are  in  doubt  in  the  matter, 
to  defeat  the  measure  today,  and  then  let  the 
Mayor  send  it  up  to  us  again.  I  say  to  you,  then, 
that  if  this  concern  will  not  build  it  for  $150,000, 
I  will  vote  for  the  order,  in  order  that  the  matter 
may  be  expedited.  I  believe  that  is  fair  enough. 
We  cannot  be  fairer.  There  is  only  one  thing  to 
do  today — accept  or  reject  this  order.  After  all, 
the  great  mass  of  the  people  in  East  Boston, 
Charlestown,  South  Boston,  Roxbury,  the  South 
End,  and  many  other  sections  of  the  city,  don't 
know  what  a  golf  stick  is  and  never  will  play  golf, 
and,  according  to  the  statement  of  one  of  our 
colleagues  here  today,  the  councilor  from  that 
district  (Coun.  Norton),  in  a  year  from  now 
the  people  probably  will  not  have  the  price  to 
pay  for  golf  sticks.  If  that  is  so,  I  cannot  under- 
stand why  we  should  call  on  the  people  of 
Boston  to  stand  an  expenditure  of  half  a  million 
dollars  for  this  purpose.  So  I  say  the  most  logical 
thing  for  us  to  do  today  is  to  defeat  the  order  and 
send  it  back  to  the  Mayor.  Then  let  him,  if  he 
wishes,  resubmit  it  to  us.  We  can  then  have  a 
hearing,  and  if  the  statements  made  by  Councilor 
Fitzgerald  are  not  true,  I  will  be  very  glad  to  vote 
for  the  order. 

Coun.  FITZGERALD— Mr.  President,  I  would 
like  to  ask  Councilor  Hein  how  much  the  locker 
building  was  supposed  to  cost? 

Coun.  HEIN — I  was  not  present  when  the 
price  was  stated. 

Coun.  FITZGERALD— Mr.  President,  I  would 

like  to  ask  some  member  of  the  Committee  on 

Finance.     The  chairman  is  not  here  at  the  moment. 

Coun.   HEIN — As  I  understand,   the   cost  was 

to  be  about  $50,000. 

Coun.  FITZGERALD— Mr.  President,  I  have 
no  direct  information  as  to  whether  the  cost  of  a 
locker  building  would  be  included  in  this  amount. 
The  information  I  received,  and  which  I  have 
given  to  the  Council,  was  that  $150,000  would 
lay  out  the  golf  course  exclusive  of  the  rock  that 
they  would  have  to  take  out.  But  if  anybody 
is  anxious  to  get  the  information  I  think  we  can 
summon  the  engineer  of  the  Park  Department, 
Mr.  Murphy,  or  we  can  get  some  information 
from  the  concern  that  has  been  mentioned  here. 
It  may  be  that  Mr.  Murphy  can  give  the  Coun- 
cil some  information  upon  this.  What  I  can't 
understand  is,  how  outside  firms  like  Stiles  & 
Van  Kleek  are  so  much  interested,  and  why  they 
should  get  in  touch  with  this  private  concern 
in  Rhode  Island,  unless  some  steps  have  been 
taken  in  the  matter. 

Coun.  NORTON — Mr.  President,  I  repeat  my 
original  suggestion  that  we  wait  for  half  an  hour 
or  so,  until  after  the  executive  session,  in  order 
to  get  more  information  here.  I  would  ask  the 
gentleman  from  Roxbury  (,Coun.  Dowd)  what 
he  understands  the  price  of  the  Providence  con- 
cern to  include,  if  he  knows? 

Coun.  DOWD — Mr.  President,  as  I  under- 
stand from  Councilor  Fitzgerald,  the  amount 
they  were  to  charge  for  constructing  the  golf 
course  is  $150,000,  outside  of  certain  rock  exca- 
vation, for  which,  I  understand,  $70,000  has  been 
allowed. 

Coun.  NORTON— Mr.  President,  I  would 
ask  my  colleague  if  he  will  be  kind  enough  to 
read  the  notation  he  read  a  few  moments  ago  in 
regard  to  the  contract,  the  sum  submitted  by  the 
Warren  Landscape  Engineering  Company,  ex- 
clusive of  rock  excavation  of  half-yard  size? 

Coun.  FITZGERALD— Mr.  President,  I  would 
state  to  the  councilor  that  I  have  not  got  the 
communication,  but  I  stated  what  I  understood 
to  be  the  contents.  I  wish  I  had  it.  I  tried  to 
get  it. 

Coun.  NORTON— Well,  will  you  read  just 
what  you  did  get,  as  regards  the  contractual  price? 
Coun.  FITZGERALD— I  stated  that  I  was 
given  to  understand  that  the  Warren  Landscape 
Engineering  Company  of  Providence,  R.  I., 
would  complete  this  job  for  $150,000,  exclusive  of 
the  rock  excavation  of  one-half  yard  size.  I 
understand  that  the  rock  was  left  out.  I  don't 
know  whether  that  includes  the  locker  building 
or  not.     I  have  no  information  about  that. 

Coun.  NORTON— Then,  Mr.  President,  I 
respectfully  ask  that  this  Council  postpone  action 
until  at  least  after  recess,  so  that  we  may  get  more 
information  upon  the  matter. 


Councilor  Norton's  motion  to  postpone  action 
until  after  the  meeting  of  the  executive  committee 
was  declared  lost. 

Coun.  WILSON — Mr.  President,  with  reference 
to  this  particular  matter,  before  asking  for  a  roll 
call  on  what  seems  to  me  a  most  reasonable 
request  that  action  be  postponed  until  later  in  the 
day,  I  would  like  to  have  it  appear  as  a  matter  of 
record  that  the  statements  made  today,  while 
undoubtedly  made  in  good  faith,  do  not  quite 
tell  the  entire  Btory.  In  the  first  place,  the  inti- 
mation is  made,  as  I  understand,  that  the  majority 
of  the  Council  in  passing,  and  the  Mayor  in  sign- 
ing this  order  will  be  appropriating  $275,000  for  a 
golf  course  which  can  be  built  for  much  less  than 
that  figure.  That,  it  seems  to  me,  is  an  unfair 
inference  to  draw.  What  we  are  doing  in  passing 
this  order  is  authorizing  the  expenditure  of  a  sum 
not  less  than  $275,000  to  do  certain  work,  which  I 
think  we  can  assume  will  be  done  as  cheaply  as 
possible,  particularly  in  view  of  the  adverse  com- 
ments that  have  been  made.  But  taking  even 
the  figures  submitted  by  Councilor  Fitzgerald, — 
which  I  regret  have  come  so  late  and  are  not  as 
detailed  as  they  might  be, — it  may  well  be  that 
the  figure  of  the  Providence  firm,  $150,000  for 
constructing  the  golf  course,  and  not  including 
rock  excavation,  would  bring  the  figure  to  $220,000, 
and  probably  if  the  construction  of  the  locker 
building  were  included  it  would  add  $50,000  to 
that,  thereby  raising  the  figure  to  within  $5,000 
of  the  figure  which  we  have  before  us.  Then,  I 
think  one  other  item  has  been  left  out  here,  which 
also  makes  it  unfair.  I  don't  know  what  the 
actual  amount  was  that  was  made  last  year  on 
the  Franklin  Park  Golf  Course — and  I  might  say 
that  I  do  not  play  golf  myself,  or  carry  sticks  for 
those  who  do — as  I  understand  it,  last  year  the 
net  income  from  the  Franklin  Park  Golf  Course 
was  stated  as  ranging  between  $30,000  and  $40,000. 
So,  after  all,  we  are  not  spending  $150,000  or 
$275,000  for  a  project  which,  when  carried  out, 
will  bring  in  no  income.  If  we  were  spending 
$200,000  for  street  widening,  there  would  be  noth- 
ing coming  back,  except  possibly  an  increase  in 
Eroperty  values.  As  I  understand,  in  this  case, 
owever,  we  are  asked  to  duplicate  the  Franklin 
Park  Golf  Course,  which,  if  the  figures  of  the  Park 
Commissioner  are  correct, — as  I  believe  them  to 
be,— brings  in  a  net  income  of  $30,000  to  $40,000. 
If  that  is  so,  we  are  not  throwing  money  out  the 
window.  We  are  doing  two  things.  We  are 
reserving  a  great  tract  of  land  out  here  for  this 
purpose,  at  a  time  when  land  is  still  available,  a 
tract  which,  if  not  always  used  for  a  golf  course, 
can  be  used  for  other  purposes,  and  we  are  getting 
from  it  an  income  which  can  be  used  for  the  con- 
struction and  equipment  of  parks  and  playgrounds 
throughout  the  city.  So  it  seems  to  me  that  this 
order  from  that  standpoint  ought  to  appeal  to 
every  member  of  the  City  Council  here  today. 
I  don't  understand  that  there  is  any  particular 
novelty  in  a  municipal  golf  course.  I  understand 
that  there  are  anywhere  from  eight  to  a  dozen 
in  the  city  of  Chicago,  and  I  understand  that  there 
are  two  or  three  in  a  city  the  size  of  Springfield. 
I  understand  that  the  Commonwealth  of  Massa- 
chusetts has  considered  the  advisability  of  con- 
structing one.  It  is  not  simply  a  playground  for 
a  few  of  the  idle  rich  of  Boston.  It  is  an  oppor- 
tunity for  people  to  get  outdoors,  outdoor 
recreation,  those  who  wish  to  play  golf — and  I  am 
not  one  of  them — and  the  amount  paid  in  by 
those  who  play  will  come  back  into  the  treasury, 
furnishing  money  which  can  be  used  in  years  to 
come  for  different  parks  and  playgrounds.  So  I 
think  those  two  points  should  be  clearly  stated  on 
the  record — first,  that  we  are  affording  this  means 
of  recreation  to  those  who  wish  to  play  golf,  and, 
secondly,  that  it  is  not  a  question  of  simply  pay- 
ing out  money  with  no  return,  but  that  money 
will  come  back  into  the  treasury  and  will  be  of 
benefit  to  the  city  for  years  to  come.  With 
reference  to  the  request  for  delay  by  the  councilor 
from  Hyde  Park  (Coun.  Norton)  I  think  it  is 
a  fair  one.  It  undoubtedly  should  be  possible 
to  get  back  the  information  before  we  adjourn 
today.  We  should  be  able  to  get  it  by  telephone 
from  Providence,  or  from  the  Park  Department, 
or,  if  available,  from  the  person  who  wrote  the 
letter,  a  part  of  which  has  been  read  or  referred  to 
by  Councilor  Fitzgerald.  It  seems  to  me  an 
absolutely  reasonable  request,  and  I  think  if  it  is 
granted  it  will  help  clear  up  the  minds  of  the 
members  of  the  Council,  especially  of  the  gentle- 
man in  whose  ward  this  land  is.  It  will  give  him 
an  opportunity  to  obtain  information  in  regard  to 
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the  $150,000,  which,  I  understand,  was  named  as 
the  amount  for  constructing  this  golf  course  with- 
out excavation  of  rock  and  without  a  locker 
building.  Therefore,  I  trust  that  there  will  be  a 
postponement  of  action,  and  I  ask  for  a  roll  call 
on  the  motion. 

Coun    DOWD — Mr.    President,    with    all    due 
respect  to  the  argument  advanced  by  the  coun- 
cilor from  Dorchester  (Coun.  Wilson),  let  me  state 
that  the  State  of  Massachusetts  is  about  to  build 
a  golf  course,  or  it  has  been  proposed,  and  I  under- 
stand that  it  is  going  to  cost  but  $80,000  to  $100,000 
— there  being  quite  a  difference  between  that  and 
the  amount  proposed  here.     Of   course,   in  that 
case  it  would  be  built  on  state  land.     In  reference 
to  the  remarks  about  Franklin  Park,   I  may  be 
wrong,  but  if  I  am  shown  to  be  wrong  I  shall  be 
willing   to  acknowledge  it.     I   believe  the  state- 
ment was  made  in  the  inaugural  address  of  the 
Mayor  of  Boston  that  there  was  a  net  income  of 
$20,000  from  the  Franklin  Park  Golf  Course  dur- 
ing last  year.     We  are  now  asked  to  spend  for 
this  purpose  half    a   million   dollars.     If   any  in- 
dividual here  was  fortunate  enough  to  have  half 
a  million  dollars,  he  could  invest  in  at  5  per  cent 
and  receive  a  fair  return,  $25,000  a  year,  on  his 
money.     You  are  now   asking   us   to   go   into   a 
venture,  when  we  don't  know  whether  it  is  going 
to  pay  or  not.     True,   on   Franklin  Park  there 
are  on  the  average  six  hundred  to  seven  hundred 
people  a  day  playing  golf.     But,  after  all  is  said 
and  done,  who  is  going  to  use  the  golf  course  at 
Hyde  Park?     If  your  are  going  to  have  the  same 
class   that  are  using   Franklin  Park,    I   contend 
that  40  per  cent  of  the  people  who  play  golf  at 
Franklin   Park  live   outside   of   Boston.     Just  a 
word  in  reference  to  Mr.  Ross.     I  was  a  member 
of  the   Council  when   the  matter   first  came  up, 
and  I  know  what  Mr.  Ross  said.     He  said  that 
this  land  was  not  acceptable  for  a   golf  course 
and  never  could  be  made  into  one.     He  was  not 
speaking  about  the  land  on  the  other  side  of  the 
street.     He  was  speaking  about  the  estate  which 
has  now  been  taken,  and  which  Mr.  Ross  now 
says  can  be  made  into  a  first-class  golf  course. 
I  say,  gentlemen,  that  I  don't  believe  the  time 
is  ripe  in  Boston  for  two  municipal  golf  courses, 
when  the  additional  one  has  to  be  acquired  at 
such  a  price.     If  it  could  be  done  for  $300,000, 
all  right.     But  it  seems  to  me  too  much  money 
is  being  appropriated  here,  no  matter    how  you 
take  the  figures.     Taking  the  rock  excavation  at 
$70,000,    building   the   golf   course   for   $150,000, 
building  the  locker  house  and  including  the  cost 
of  the  land,  you  are  still  $100,000  under  these 
figures, — and  we  don't  know  but  what  this  con- 
cern  would   propose   to   build   the   locker   house 
within  the  $150,000.     I   say   that  every  member 
of  this  Council  has  a  right  to  determine  whether 
the   amount   proposed    here   is    wrong    or   right, 
before  voting  on  the  matter.     It  is  not  a  question 
of  life  and  death  to  pass  this  order  today.  It  can 
be  rejected,  and  sent  back  to  us  again  by  the 
Mayor,  and  then  if  the  Warren  concern  say  that 
they  will  build  the  golf  course  for  $150,000,  with- 
out excavation  of  rock,  I  say  that  it  is  the  duty 
of   every   member   of   this   Council,   carrying   out 
their  obligation  to  the  taxpayers  of  Boston,  to 
save  the  $100,000  which  I  believe  would  be  saved. 
Coun.  ARNOLD — Mr.  President,  I  would  like 
to  say  just  a  word  at  this  time.     The  councilor 
from  Roxbury  (Coun.  Dowd)   has  referred  to  the 
fact  that  the  Mayor  in  his  inaugural  address,  on 
page  17,  said  that  there  was  a  net  revenue  to  the 
city  last  year  from  the  Franklin  Park  Golf  Course 
of  $20,000,  and  I  understand  that  out  there  not 
three   or   four,   as   the   councilor   first  said,   later 
amending  it   to   three   hundred   or   four   hundred 
people  played    golf,  but  Bonie   seventy  thousand 
persons.     So   this   does   not   mean   that   we   are 
building   something    for   a    very    few    people.     If 
seventy  thousand  persons  have  taken  advantage 
of  the  privileges  at  Franklin  Park,  it  is  safe  to 
assume    that    many    more    thousands    will    take 
advantage  of  this  new  golf  course. 

Councilor  Norton's  motion  to  postpone  action 
upon  the  matter  until  later  day,  after  the  execu- 
tive session,  was  carried  by  roll  call,  yeas  14, 
nays  6: 

Yeas — Coun.  Bush,  Cox,  Dowd,  Englert,  Fish, 
Fitzgerald,  Green,  Hein,  Kelly,  Murray,  Norton, 
Power,  Ruby,  Wilson — 14. 

Nays — Coun.  Arnold,  Donovan,  Gleason,  Lynch, 
Mahoney,  McGrath — 6. 

President  McGRATH— The  vote  is  14  to  G, 
and  the  matter  is  assigned  until  after  the  recess 
today. 


SUM     FOR     MUNICIPAL     EMPLOYMENT 
BUREAU. 

President  McGRATH  called  up  assignment, 
viz.: 

6.  Ordered,  That  a  sum,  not  in  excess  of 
$5,000  be,  and  hereby  is,  appropriated,  to  be  ex- 
pended by  the  Municipal  Employment  Bureau, 
under  the  direction  of  the  Mayor,  in  the  prosecu- 
tion of  its  duties,  said  sum  to  be  charged  to  the 
Reserve  Fund. 

The  order  was  passed,  yeas  19,  nays  0. 


NAMING  OF  COLUMBUS  PARK  STADIUM. 

Coun.  LYNCH  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Park  Commission  be  re- 
quested, through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  name 
the  new  stadium  at  Columbus  Park,  South  Boston, 
"John  T.  Carr  Stadium,"  in  honor  of  said  Carr, 
who  was  a  late  veteran  of  the  World  War. 
Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


REPAVING     OF    OLD     COLONY    AVENUE. 

Coun.  LYNCH  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,    That    the    Commissioner    of    Public 
Works    be    requested,    through    his    Honor    the 
Mayor,  to  repave  with  smooth  paving  Old  Colony 
avenue,  Ward  7. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


WARD   13   IMPROVEMENTS. 
Coun.  McGRATH  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,    That    the    Commissioner    of    Public 
Works    be    requested,    through    his    Honor    the 
Mayor,  to  repave  with  smooth  pavement  Hartford 
street,  Ward  13. 


Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the 
Mayor,  to  repave  with  smooth  pavement  Sargent 
street,  Ward  13. 


Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor, 
to  repave  with  smooth  pavement  Wayland  street, 
Ward  13. 

Severally  passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


SEAL   ON   CITY   BADGES. 

Coun.  HEIN  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  heads  of  departments  be 
requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  in  all 
cases  where  official  badges  are  issued  to  employees, 
to  have  such  badges  contain  the  city  seal. 

Coun.  KELLY — Mr.  President,  before  I  vote 
on  an  order  like  that,  1  would  like  to  have  it  read 
once  more. 

[The  order  was  read.l 

Coun.  HEIN — Mr.  President,  the  reason  why 
I  have  introduced  that  order  is  that  it  has  been 
called  to  my  attention  that  men  of  the  Health 
Department  have  a  badge  that  they  use  going 
round  that  looks  as  if  it  would  cost  about  ten  cents, 
and  that  has  nothing  official  looking  about  it. 
These  men  are  engaged  on  official  duty,  and  I 
think  they  should  have  the  official  seal  of  the  city 
on  their  badges. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


SIDEWALK     ON     HILLSIDE     STREET. 

Coun.  POWER  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  make  a  sidewalk  along  Hillside  street, 
from  787  Parker  street  to  22  Parker  Hill  avenue, 
both  sides,  Ward  10,  in  front  of  the  estates  border- 
ing thereon;  said  sidewalk  to  be  from  3  to  10  inches 
above  the  gutter  adjoining,  to  be  from  5  to  12  feet 
in  width,  and  to  be  built  of  artificial  stone,  with 
granite  edgestones,  under  the  provisions  of  chapter 
196  of  the  Special  Acts  of  1917. 
Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 
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CITY    COUNCIL. 


CONFIRMATION  OF  CONSTABLES. 

On  motion  of  Coun.  WILSON,  the  Council  took 
up,  under  unfinished  business,  No.  4  on  the  calen- 
dar, viz.: 

4.  Action  on  appointments  submitted  by  the 
Mayor  March  9,  1931,  of  James  G.  Peters  and 
John  J.  Boyle,  Jr.,  to  be  constables. 

The  question  came  on  confirmation.  Com- 
mittee, Coun.  Hein  and  Fish.  Whole  number  of 
ballots  17,  yeas  17,  and  the  appointments  were 
confirmed. 


RECESS. 

On  motion  of  Coun.  KELLY,  the  Council 
voted,  at  3.21  p.  m.,  to  take  a  recess  subject  to  the 
call  of  the  Chair.  The  members  reassembled  in 
the  Council  Chamber  and  were  called  to  order  at 
5.43  p.  m. 


EXECUTIVE     COMMITTEE     REPORTS. 

Coun.  MAHONEY,  for  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee, submitted  the  following: 

1.  Report  on  petition  (referred  today)  for 
children  under  fifteen  years  of  age  to  appear  at 
places  of  public  amusement,  viz.: 

Marie  Stewart,  P.  A.  Collins  Hall,  March  18, — 
that  leave  be  granted  under  usual  conditions. 

Report  accepted;  leave  granted  under  usual 
conditions. 

2.  Report  on  message  of  Mayor  and  order 
(referred  today)  appropriating  $11,000  from 
Special  Fund,  Sales  of  City  Property,  for  East 
Boston  Courthouse,  Alterations  and  New  Build- 
ings—that same  ought  to  pass. 

The  report  was  accepted,  and  the  question  came 
on  the  passage  of  the  order. 

Coun.  KELLY — Mr.  President,  before  any 
members  of  the  City  Council  vote  for  this  $11,000 
in  addition  to  the  original  $275,000  that  was 
appropriated  for  this  East  Boston  Courthouse, 
I  wish  to  call  to  their  attention  a  few  facts.  This 
job  was  originally  advertised  and  the  low  bidder 
was  one  Rich  Brothers,  at  $208,000.  Rich 
Brothers,  not  being  one  of  the  few  chosen  con- 
tractors, was  turned  down,  and  new  bids  were 
solicited.  The  next  time  we  find  Matthew 
Cummings  the  low  bidder  at  $216,000.  We  find 
out  since  that  the  contract  was  awarded  by  the 
Mayor  to  Matthew  Cummings  &  Co.  for  $210,000. 
Then  we  go  along  and  find  that  Matthew  Cum- 
mings is  being  allowed  $16,000  for  extras,  that  the 
$275,000  is  used  up  and  that  they  now  come  in 
for  $11,000  more.  In  other  words,  $70,000  that 
was  not  advertised.  $70,000  of  the  taxpayers' 
money  is  given  away  to  Matthew  Cummings, 
because  he  is  a  particular  friend  of  the  Mayor, 
without  a  protest.  Now  I  say  this  is  a  steal,  if 
there  ever  was  a  steal  put  over  on  the  City  of 
Boston.  The  architect  by  that  increase  of  $70,000 
obtained  10  per  cent  additional,  which  means  a 
$7,000  fee  in  his  pocket.  Now,  I  do  not  know 
how  long  you  gentlemen  in  the  City  Council 
are  going  to  stand  for  these  conditions.  I  think 
that  you  are  all  sent  here  to  watch  these  things. 
I  know  that  I  was  sent  here  to  watch  these  things, 
and  I  intend  to  watch  them.  Here  we  have 
extras,  "Plastering  ceiling  in  men's  cell";  things 
that  could  be  easily  foreseen  when  the  architect 
was  drawing  up  the  specifications,  if  he  saw  fit 
to  do  it.  Now  I  claini  that  Matthew  Cummings, 
by  stealing  this  $70,000  from  the  city 

Coun.  BUSH — Mr.  President,  I  would  like  to 
ask  the  speaker  if  he  can  inform  the  Council 
whether  that  plaster  in  the  ceiling  was  in  the  old 
building   or   in   the  addition?     daughter.) 

President    McGRATH— Councilor    Kelly. 

Coun.  KELLY — Well,  not  having  spent  any 
time  over  there,  Mr.  President,  or  in  those  par- 
ticular cells,  I  would  suggest  that  perhaps  the 
councilor  who  asked  the  question  can  tell  us  from 
his  experience  just  how  the  ceilings  of  the  cells 
were  when  he  spent  his  time  there.  (Laughter.) 
But  to  go  on,  this  is  a  steal  of  $70,000.  I  am 
going  to  vote  against  it,  although  perhaps  I  will 
be  alone  in  that,  and  one  reason  that  I  am  going  to 
vote  against  it  is  because  the  contractor  is  a  par- 
ticular friend  of  the  Mayor's  and  I  say  without 
exception, — well,  I  was  going  to  make  a  remark 
about  some  of  the  rubber  stamps,  but  I  will  not 
(laughter)  because  if  I  did  I  would  have  to  refer 
to  the  little  boy  here  on  my  left.  But  I  say, 
gentlemen,  before  you  vote  for  this  $70,000  be  very 


careful  that  you  are  protecting  the  taxpayers,  and 
that  is  the  only  reason  I  am  opposing  this  par- 
ticular order. 

Coun.  HEIN— Is  it  $70,000  or  $11,000? 

President  McGRATH— The  clerk  will  call  the 
roll. 

Coun.  HEIN — The  councilor  said  $70,000. 

Coun.  WILSON — Mr.  President,  we  were  all 
in  the  executive  meeting,  including  the  gentleman 
who  has  disclosed  these  figures,  which  were  given 
to  all  of  us,  as  a  result  of  the  entire  Council  hearing 
directly  from  the  Public  Buildings  Commissioner. 
I  do  not  want  it  to  appear  as  a  matter  of  record, 
unobjected  to,  that  this  is  any  particular  news  to 
the  members  of  the  Council.  But  it  is  stated,  as 
I  understand  it,  that  the  original  low  bid  was 
$216,000  and  the  Public  Buildings  Commissioner 
has  explained  to  the  Council,  as  he  states  that  he 
explained  to  the  Finance  Commission,  from  whom 
he  received  an  opinion,  that  this  is  not  a  building 
on  new  land,  but  a  changed-over  building  on  old 
land,  and  that  the  bids  and  the  specifications  were 
made  on  the  supposition  that  there  was  no  quick- 
sand, or  any  improper  materials  under  the  building 
being  made  over.  And,  as  a  result  of  facts  coming 
to  light  which  nobody  knew  about,  it  appears  that, 
in  a  building  improperly  built  there  originally, 
forty  years  ago,  it  was  necessary,  by  reason  of  those 
facts,  to  go  to  an  additional  expense  of  $67,000. 
We  are  assured  by  the  Building  Commissioner  that 
that  is  a  necessity,  and  that  the  Finance  Com- 
mission of  the  City  of  Boston  are  aware  of  it,  and  it 
is  a  fact  that  the  building  should  not  have  been 
built  upon  that  site  in  the  first  place,  forty  years 
ago;  and  that  we  are  now  making  the  best  we  can 
of  a  bad  bargain.  I  think  that  should  be  made  a 
matter  of  record. 

Coun.  KELLY — Mr.  President,  in  answer  to  my 
colleague  from  Dorchester,  I  might  say  that  when 
any  contractor  puts  in  his  bid  on  a  particular  job. 
he  bids  according  to  specifications.  He  must  go 
out  to  the  site  and  look  the  job  over  and  guess 
accordingly.  If  he  guesses  wrong  about  the  earth 
conditions  underneath  that  old  building,  that  is  his 
fault.  He  is  supposed  to  suffer  for  that,  and 
nobody  else.  I  think  that  no  one  in  the  Council 
will  take  issue  with  that  statement,  any  way,  that 
the  City  of  Boston,  in  the  specifications,  makes  no 
warranty  at  all  about  the  particular  conditions  of 
the  ground  on  which  the  building  is.  It  is  up  to 
the  man  bidding  on  the  job  to  go  out  there  him- 
self and  to  find  out  in  what  condition  the  ground  is. 

President  McGRATH — The  question  comes  on 
the  passage  of  the  order. 

Coun.  NORTON— Mr.  President,  listening  to 
both  sides  of  the  argument,  I  am  inclined  to  agree 
with  my  colleague  from  Dorchester.  I  have  known 
many  contractors  who  have  lost  their  all  by  run- 
ning into  that  substance  known  as  quicksand. 
We  had  a  very  bad  case  of  it  here  in  Boston,  where 
a  concern  worth  in  the  neighborhood  of  approxi- 
mately $3,000,000  contracted  to  supply  a  certain 
part  of  a  conduit  for  New  York  City.  And  the 
concern  went  into  bankruptcy  as  a  result  of  running 
into  quicksand  in  doing  the  work.  I  understand 
that  the  department  which  does  the  laying  out  of 
the  roads  for  the  Commonwealth,  down  on  Cape 
Cod  and  out  in  the  Berkshires,  frequently  has  to 
step  in  on  the  matter  of  bonds  that  are  put  up  by 
the  road  contractors,  and  some  very  hard  cases 
have  occurred,  where  an  individual  loses  everything, 
as  a  result  of  being  unable  to  ascertain,  in  advance, 
just  what  he  is  up  against.  I  suppose  we  do  have 
cases  where  the  higher  bidder  loses  out  and  where 
the  lower  bidder  has  bid  too  low.  As  a  result, 
extras  are  added  on,  and,  as  a  result  of  the  extras 
added  on,  the  second  and  third  lowest  bidder  is 
eliminated,  and  the  low  bidder  wins  out,  getting 
an  even  higher  figure  than  that  submitted  by 
other  bidders.  Therefore,  I  am  rather  against 
this  order,  Mr.  President. 

The  order  was  passed,  yeas  17,  nays  2: 

Yeas — Coun.  Bush,  Cox,  Donovan,  Dowd, 
Englert,  Fish,  Fitzgerald,  Gleason,  Green,  Hein, 
Lynch,  Mahonev,  McGrath,  Murray,  Power, 
Ruby,  Wrilson— 17. 

Nays — Coun.  Kelly,  Norton — 2. 
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Coun.  HEIN"  called  up  the  order,  which  appears 
as  No.  5  on  the  calendar,  under  unfinished  busi- 
ness, and  which  was  debated  earlier  in  the  meeting 
and  assigned  until  after  the  recess,  as  follows: 
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5.  Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  $275,000  be,  and 
the  same  hereby  is,  appropriated,  to  be  expended 
under  the  direction  of  the  Board  of  Park  Commis- 
sioners for  Public  Golf  Course,  and  that  to  meet 
said  appropriation  the  City  Treasurer  be  author- 
ized to  issue,  from  time  to  time,  upon  request  of 
the  Mayor,  bonds  or  certificates  of  indebtedness 
of  the  city  to  said  amount. 

On  March  2,  1931,  the  foregoing  order  was  read 
once  and  passed,  yeas  17,  nays  2. 

The  question  came  on  the  second  and  final 
reading  and  passage  of  the  order. 

Coun.  NORTON— Mr.  President,  during  the 
interim  I  got  in  touch,  on  the  telephone,  with  this 
concern  in  Providence,  R.  I.,  referred  to  by  the 
colleague  from  the  West  End,  known  as  the 
Warren  Landscape  Engineering  Company  of 
Providence,  and  I  spoke  on  the  telephone  with  one 
of  the  partners  of  the  concern,  a  Mr.  W.  W. 
Reynolds.  Mr.  Reynolds  informed  me  that  he 
was  asked  by  the  firm  of  Stiles  and  Van  Kleek,  here 
in  Boston,  to  submit  a  bid — that  is,  a  tentative 
bid — on  this  golf  course  proposition  at  Hyde  Park. 
They  submitted  a  bid  but  he  could  not,  on  the  tele- 
phone, remember  the  exact  figures,  and  he  said 
that  he  had  no  information  at  that  time  that  would 
give  him  the  exact  figures;  but  he  would  state  that 
the  figure  was  merely  for  the  golf  course  as  out- 
lined to  them  by  Stiles  and  Van  Kleek. 

Coun.  GEEEN — I  would  like  to  ask  a  question. 

Coun.  NORTON— Certainly. 

Coun.  GREEN — I  want  to  know  if  he  received 
any  request  from  the  Park  and  Recreation  Com- 
missioner or  from  the  Mayor  to  submit  a  bid? 

Coun.  NORTON— I  understand  not.  What  I 
was  interested  in,  primarily,  was  the  statement  of 
one  of  the  colleagues  that  this  work,  according  to 
his  information,  could  be  done  at  a  more  economical 
figure  than  we  have  here.  The  land  was  bought 
originally  for  $125,000,  and  the  question  was 
whether  or  not  that  price  was  exorbitant.  In  a 
previous  case  of  this  kind,  I  went  to  the  Boston 
Real  Estate  Exchange  and  asked  their  experts  to 
appraise  another  piece  of  land  in  another  ward, 
and,  as  a  result  of  that  appraisal,  1  voted  against 
that  project.  But  at  this  time  I  was  interested  in 
ascertaining  whether  the  original  $125,000  paid  by 
the  City  of  Boston  for  this  land  in  Hyde  Park  was 
exorbitant.  The  Park  Commissioner  informed  me 
that  he  has  an  appraisal  from  Mr.  John  Kiley  of 
the  Boston  Real  Estate  Exchange  and  one  from 
Mr.  John  Beck,  also  in  the  Boston  Real  Estate 
Exchange,  stating  that  if  the  City  of  Boston 
purchased  that  land  at  2\  cents  a  square  foot,  they 
were  obtaining  a  real  bargain.  I  got  in  touch 
with  a  high  official  of  the  Boston  Real  Estate  Ex- 
change, and  asked  him  as  regards  that  particular 
parcel  of  land.  In  reply,  he  stated  that  he  knew 
nothing  of  the  value  of  that  particular  land;  but 
that,  in  his  opinion,  Mr.  John  Kiley  was  one  of  the 
outstanding  men  in  the  matter  of  real  estate  values. 

Goun.  BUSH — Mr.  President,  I  just  w-ant  to 
correct  that  statement  of  the  difference  of  a  half 
cent.  That  is  not  much,  in  itself,  although  it 
might  become  much  on  5,000,000  square  feet  of 
land;  but  the  actual  figure,  as  I  understand,  paid 
for  the  land,  was  2.07  cents. 

Coun.  NORTON— Mr.  President,  I  would  re- 
spectfully call  the  attention  of  my  colleague  to  the 
fact  that  he  misunderstood  my  remarks.  My 
remarks  were  not  in  regard  to  what  price  was  paid. 
I  was  coming  to  that  in  a  minute,  but  my  remarks 
were  regarding  Mr.  Kiley  and  Mr.  Kiley's  estimate, 
of  the  Boston  Real  Estate  Exchange,  that  a  price 
of  2\  cents  a  foot  would  not  be  exorbitant. 

Coun.  BUSH — I  apologize  to  the  councilor  for 
misunderstanding. 

Coun.  NORTON — We  have  so  much  help  here 
that  I  think  I  will  turn  over  the  whole  matter.  We 
have  apparently  settled  the  question  of  $125,000 
for  the  land  not  being  exorbitant.  Now  the  ques- 
tion comes  as  to  whether  or  not  the  money  already 
appropriated  has  been  squandered,  and  whether 
the  money  we  are  now  asked  for  is  a  larger  amount 
than  we  should  appropriate.  I  was  careful  to 
inquire  from  this  company  which  had  apparently 
issued  a  tentative  bid  at  a  request  from  Mr.  Wayne 
E.  Stiles,  of  the  Stiles  and  Van  Kleek  Company, 
the  corporation  which  lays  out  these  golf  courses, 
as  to  where  his  company  stood  on  the  matter.  He 
informed  me  that  it  was  his  concern  that  had  asked 
the  Warren  Landscape  Engineering  Company  of 
Providence  to  estimate  the  cost  of  this  golf  course 
in  Hyde  Park,  and  they  submitted  a  bid  of  approx- 
imately $155,000  to  lay  out  the  course.  This 
gentleman  with  whom  I  talked  stated  that  their 
bid  did  not  include  the  clubhouse;  that  that  bid 


included  only  the  particular  type  of  course  that  the 
Stiles  and  Van  Kleek  Company  thought  was  proper 
there.  Now  it  happens,  according  to  our  Park 
Gommissioner,  that  the  manner  in  which  this  com- 
pany sought  to  lay  out  the  golf  course  in  question 
was  not  satisfactory  to  the  Park  Commissioner.  I 
gained  the  information  that,  in  laying  out  a  golf 
course,  it  is  possible  so  to  lay  it  out  as  to  have 
18  or  118  different  types  and  styles  of  course.  For 
instance,  taking  the  territory  around  us  here,  we 
can  run  down  School  street  or  another  street. 
We  can  tear  down  the  hill  here  at  a  terrific  clip, 
or  we  can  go  up  back  around  to  the  State  House. 
Each  particular  layout  calls  for  an  individual 
specification.  Now  in  this  particular  case,  the 
Park  Commissioner  informs  me  that  his  experts 
inform  him  that  the  golf  course  proposed  by 
this  company,  the  Stiles  and  Van  Kleek 
Company,  upon  which  the  Warren  Land- 
scape Engineering  Company  of  Providence  bid, 
was  not  acceptable  to  the  city,  and  was  not  accept- 
able to  the  outstanding  builder  of  golf  courses  in 
this  nation — Mr.  Donald  Ross.  Mr.  Donald  Ross 
wrote  as  follows  in  regard  to  the  Hyde  Park  course: 

Donald  J.  Ross, 
Golf  Course  Architecture  and  Construction, 
Little  Compton,  R.  I. 

Pinehurst,  North  Carolina, 

December  26,  1930. 
Mr.  William  P.  Long,  Chairman,  Department  of 
Parks,  33  Beacon  Street,  Boston,  Mass. 

Dear  Mr.  Long, — After  a  very  careful  inspection 
and  study  of  the  property  located  in  Hyde  Park, 
on  which  the  City  of  Boston  proposes  to  construct 
a  golf  course,  I  am  pleased  to  report  that  the 
property  has  splendid  possibilities  for  golf,  as  well 
as  other  outdoor  activities  such  as  tennis  and 
horseback  riding. 

The  topography  is  varied  and  interesting  with 
many  desirable  features  which  will  add  greatly  to 
the  quality  of  the  golf  course.  In  the  preliminary 
layout,  which  was  sent  to  you,  full  advantage  has 
been  taken  of  the  valleys  and  level  sections,  so 
that  the  steep  ridges  of  rock  will  be  almost  entirely 
outside  the  playing  areas. 

The  whole  property  is  thickly  covered  with 
rock  and  the  soil  thin,  so  that  it  will  be  necessary 
to  procure  quantities  of  clay  and  soil  from  outside 
sources. 

The  valleys  are  mostly  swampy  and  will  require 
careful  and  ample  drainage.  Due  to  the  above 
conditions  the  course  will  undoubtedly  be  an 
expensive  one  to  construct  but  the  results  will 
warrant  any  reasonable  expenditure. 

I  would  recommend  that  the  city  procure  the 
property  owned  by  Harvard  College  on  which  the 
proposed  clubhouse  site  is  located,  the  sections 
laid  out  in  house  lots  along  West  and  Poplar 
streets  and  the  small  triangle  of  the  A.  P.  Blake 
property  shown  on  the  sketch  plan  along  the  left 
of  No.  6  fairway. 

It  is  my  candid  opinion  that  the  course  will 
prove  to  be  one  of  the  very  best  municipal  courses 
in  the  country  and  one  in  which  the  City  of  Boston 
may  take  great  pride. 

Yours  very  truly, 

Donald  J.  Ross. 

Unquestionably  he  is  the  leading  expert  on  this 
subject.  Now,  colleagues,  we  have  Donald  Ross. 
We  appropriated  $225,000  originally,  and  now  we 
are  asked  to  appropriate  this  amount  of  $275,000 
in  addition,  and  of  that  appropriation  we  have 
already  spent  $125,000  for  the  land  and  approxi- 
mately $65,000  for  labor,  leaving  about  $35,000 
left  over.  The  land  was  bought  at  an  economical 
figure.  In  this  figure  which  has  been  submitted, 
the  bidder  was  not  going  to  build  the  clubhouse  at 
all.  They  had  their  own  ideas  of  the  topography 
of  the  land,  laying  it  out  in  an  economical  way. 
The  commissioner  informs  me  that  he  will  let  this 
out  on  bids,  now.  It  will  go  out  on  bids  which 
will  call  specifically  for  pulling  up  the  stumps. 
There  was  a  question  about  those.  The  company 
submitting  the  low  bid  felt  that  drainage  was 
enough  out  there,  with  no  fill-in.  But  Donald 
Ross  wants  a  fill-in.  And  as  a  result  there  is  an 
additional  expenditure  of  the  city's  money.  I 
have  information  from  the  Park  Commissioner 
that  no  actual  bid  has  been  submitted,  as  yet, 
covering  that.  I  have  spoken  with  the  interested 
officials,  and  that  is  the  information  that  has  been 
given  to  me.  Mr.  Long  also  mentioned  the  fact 
that  this  land  is  the  only  available  piece  of  land 
in  the  City  of  Boston  for  a  golf  course.  You  have 
already  heard  about  the  income  that  we  have 
reason  to  expect  from  it,  and  how  he  expects  to 
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turn  back  to  the  city  some  at  least  of  the  money 
that  we  are  now  appropriating,  after  the  letting  of 
the  contract.  In  regard  to  that  point,  lastly,  it 
will  take  care  of  many  of  the  unemployed.  We 
have  had  them  out  there  and  there  has  been  no 
job  in  the  City  of  Boston  in  the  last  years,  in  this 
administration,  where  such  a  number  have  been 
taken  care  of  as  on  that  job  for  such  a  period  of 
time.  As  yet  I  see  no  graft  in  this  proposition, 
and  no  unwarrantable  conditions,  after  careful 
consideration  of  it  in  conjunction  with  the  authori- 
ties involved.  As  regards  the  question  of  expend- 
ing half  a  million  on  a  golf  course,  I  am  informed 
that  the  city  of  Providence  spent  that  for  one  of 
their  courses.  As  regards  the  statement  that  we 
have  one  golf  course  already,  I  am  informed  that 
Chicago  has  over  sixty  courses. 

Coun.  BUSH— Seven. 

Coun.  NORTON — As  regards  the  amount  of 
money  being  too  much,  I  am  advised  that  in  West- 
chester County,  on  Long  Island,  in  the  city  of  New 
York,  they  have  already  considered  the  question 
of  the  payment  of  something  like  $500  an  acre, 
with  which  you  may  compare  the  amount  ex- 
pended here.  Therefore,  Mr.  Chairman,  I  can  see 
no  wanton  waste  of  money  in  this  case.  I  can  see 
where  this  money  is  going  to  be  spent  and  where 
the  money  has  already  been  spent.  The  Park 
Commissioner  testified  to  never  having  received 
this  bid  that  has  been  referred  to,  but  he  says  that 
he  is  perfectly  willing  to  receive  it,  as  bids  are  to 
be  shortly  opened  to  finish  the  proposition,  to  pull 
up  the  stumps  and  lay  the  fairways.  Under  the 
circumstances,  I  can  see  where  this  money  is 
necessary  and  not  at  all  an  exorbitant  expenditure 
of  the  public  funds. 

Coun.  FITZGERALD— Mr.  President,  I  want 
to  say  that  since  the  recess  I  have  received  further 
information  on  this  matter,  and  I  will  now  give 
the  Council  the  information  that  I  obtained. 
This  letter  is  from  the  Warren  Landscape  En- 
gineering Company  of  Providence: 

Warren  Landscape  Engineering  Company, 

10  Steeple  Street,  Providence,  R.  I. 

November  27,  1929. 
Stiles   &   Van  Kleek,    Inc.,  97A  Newbury   Street, 
Boston,  Mass. 

Dear  Sirs, — The  land  off  West  street,  Hyde 
Park,  which  we  went  over  today,  can,  in  my 
judgment,  be  made  into  a  very  attractive  golf 
course,  if  the  plan  of  same  that  you  have  made  is 
followed. 

There  is,  as  you  know,  considerable  rock  but 
the  matter  of  drainage  is  very  simple  on  account 
of  the  drop  of  forty  feet. 

It  is,  of  course,  impossible  for  me  to  give  an 
estimate  for  construction  work  with  a  bond 
attached  until  you  can  furnish  me  a  plan  with 
more  detail  as  to  greens,  traps,  tees,  etc.  I  under- 
stand the  City  Council  passed  a  loan  order  only 
for  purchase  and  if  they  will  pass  another  loan 
order  for  construction  of  between  $150,000  to 
$175,000  they  would  in  my  judgment  have  sufficient 
funds  to  construct  a  course  that  would  be  a  credit 
to  the  city,  the  architect  and  the  contractor. 

I  based  this  estimate  on  my  previous  experience 
in  work  of  this  kind  and  would  be  willing  to  bid 
$150,000  (except  for  rock  over  one-half  yard  in 
size)  for  the  complete  job  in  accordance  with  our 
conversation.  The  satisfactory  completion  of  the 
job  to  be  backed  by  a  bond. 

Trusting  to  hear  further  from  you  in  regard  to 
this  work,  I  remain, 

Yours  very  sincerely, 

Warren  Landscape  Engineering  Company, 

W.  W.  Reynolds. 

Now,  Mr.  President,  there  is  one  fact  that  this 
Council  has  overlooked  in  this  controversy,  that 
Boston  can  no  longer  expand.  Some  of  the  cities 
that  have  been  mentioned — Chicago,  Providence, 
and  other  places — have  large  amounts  of  outlying 
territory;  but  we  have  no  chance  to  expand  here, 
and  all  the  vacant  land  we  have  should  be  used  for 
dwelling  purposes,  for  after  all,  where  are  we  going 
to  get  our  taxes,  if  we  don't  expand?  Where  are 
our  real  estate  values  if  we  do  not  expand  and 
put  up  buildings;  but  remember  this,  that  I 
advocated  in  this  Council,  and  we  passed  an  order 
asking  permission  to  have  land  in  Stony  Brook 
Reservation,  owned  by  the  state,  used  for  this 
purpose.  And  it  should  be  a  state  proposition. 
We  are  losing  sight  of  that  fact.  Where  are  we 
going  to  get  our  values?  At  least  the  Council 
ought  to  have  ideas  that  are  going  to  be  construc- 
tive for  the  welfare  of  the  city.     That  letter  says 


nothing  about  the  locker  building,  but  they  must 
have  known  of  it.  It  looks  to  me,  Mr.  President, 
as  though  the  master  minds,  in  this  whole  propo- 
sition are  these  Stiles  and  Van  Kleek  people. 
They  are  the  gentlemen,  not  only  in  Boston  but 
all  over  the  country;  they  are  the  come-on  gentle- 
men. They  are  the  ones  who  are  finding  the 
ideas,  and  they  are  the  gentlemen  who  are  evi- 
dently reaping  the  great  benefit  of  selling  these 
ideas.  But  there  is  something  very  strange  about 
it.  On  November  27,  after  this  land  out  in  Hyde 
Park  had  been  bought,  somebody  thought  that 
this  might  not  be  such  a  good  proposition  after  all, 
for  the  city,  and  said,  "Halt;  go  slow";  because 
I  have  got  another  letter  that  came  into  my 
possession. 

Stiles  &  Van  Kleek,  Inc., 
97  Newbury  Street,  Boston, 

November  27,  1929. 

Dear  Sir, — You  will  recall  that  I  appeared 
before  the  Golf  Committee  and  submitted  a  plan 
on  a  topographical  map  showing  the  layout  of  a 
golf  course  on  land  situated  off  West  street, 
Hyde  Park. 

Since  appearing  before  the  committee  I  have 
heard  indirectly  that  the  city  has  employed  some- 
one else  to  pass  on  this  land  for  them  and  that  his 
report  was  unfavorable  in  that  he  stated  the  land 
could  not  be  properly  drained  and  the  terrain 
was  such  that  it  was  not  practical  to  build  a  golf 
course  on  this  property. 

Feeling  that  this  is  a  reflection  on  my  judgment 
and  long  experience  in  designing  and  constructing 
golf  courses,  I  have  taken  the  trouble  of  requesting 
a  reliable  concern  who  have  built  a  considerable 
number  of  courses  under  contract  in  the  past, 
to  check  over  our  layout  on  the  property.  The 
name  of  this  concern  is  the  Warren  Landscape 
Engineering  Company,  Providence,  and  1  inclose 
a  copy  of  letter  from  them  in  reference  to  the  above. 

I  feel  confident  that  if  the  committee  will  take 
the  trouble  and  time  to  go  over  this  property, 
hole  by  hole,  as  I  have  laid  it  out  they  will  be 
convinced  that  it  is  not  only  perfectly  feasible  to 
build  a  course,  but  that  the  course  will  be  very 
attractive  when  completed. 

Trusting  you  will  give  me  such  an  opportunity, 
1  remain. 

Yours  very  truly, 

Stiles  &  Van  Kleef,  Inc., 

Wayne  E.  Stiles. 

Now  that  was  on  November  27,  but  somebody 
got  busy.  Under  date  of  October  the  28th  I 
have  another  very  interesting  letter  here. 

October  28,  1929. 
William  P.  Long,  Chairman,  Board  of  Park  Com- 
missioners, 33  Beacon  Street,  Boston,  Mass. 

Dear  Sir, — I  inspected  the  Grew  estate,  located 
in  Hyde  Park  and  West  Roxbury,  on  the  westerly 
side  of  West  and  Poplar  streets,  as  a  possible  site 
for  a  municipal  golf  course  for  the  City  of  Boston 
on  Monday,  October  21.  A  topographical  plan 
made  in  five-foot  contours  was  furnished,  and  the 
numerous  cart  paths  plotted  allowed  good  orien- 
tation. My  report  of  the  property  is  unfavorable 
for  golf  course  purposes  for  the  following  reasons: 

The  contours  of  the  property  in  general  are  too 
severe  and  it  would  be  very  tiring  in  play  as  they 
range  from  an  elevation  of  seventy-five  feet  to 
two  hundred  feet  with  intermittent  knolls  of 
varied  size  throughout  the  area. 

The  ledge  formations  are  apparent  throughout 
the  property  and  boulders  and  field  stone  are  in 
great  abundance  and  are  in  evidence  everywhere. 

The  swamp  areas  were  inspected  and  I  found 
that  they  are  landlocked,  which  would  call  for 
tile  drainage;  particularly  the  swamp  on  the 
northeasterly  side  of  the  property  where  the 
water  table  is  a  few  inches  from  the  surface,  after 
a  season  of  drouth  just  passed  this  swamp  has  a 
large  water  shed. 

The  top  strata  of  loam  or  organic  matter  is  thin 
and  barren  and  would  not  produce  desirable  golf 
turf  without  extensive  manuring  and  fertilization. 

Furthermore,  the  whole  area  calls  for  clearing  as 
it  is  covered  with  a  growth  comprised  mostly  of 
oak  trees. 

Summing  up  the  whole  property  1  cannot  recom- 
mend it  as  favorable  for  the  construction  of  a  golf 
course  because  the  area  in  question  has  not  the 
qualities  to  be  desired  in  land  that  is  to  be  put  to 
this  use.  As  a  municipal  golf  course  calls  for 
fairways  averaging  sixty  yards  in  width,  which  is 
ten  to  fifteen  yards  more  than  is  necessary  on  a 
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private  course,  this  would  mean  a  treatment  of  a 
larger  area.  This  property  offers  all  the  features 
that  make  construction  costs  high,  namely,  re- 
moval of  ledge  and  boulders,  clearing  and  several 
drainage  problems  besides  being  loam  shy.  I 
therefore  feel  that  the  excessive  expenditures 
called  for  would  not  warrant  the  City  of  Boston 
to  build  a  golf  course  on  this  site. 
Very  truly  yours, 

Eugene  F.  Wogan. 

Mr.  Wogan  is  a  golf  man,  also,  and  there  is 
another  letter  here  of  September  14  from  the  same 
man. 

September  14,  1929. 
Mr.  William  P.  Long,  Chairman,  Board  of  Park 
Commissioners,  33  Beacon  Street,  Boston, 
Mass. 

Dear  Sir, — The  parcels  of  property  located  in 
West  Roxbury  on  the  northwest  side  of  Centre 
street,  owned  by  the  City  of  Boston,  Weld  Land 
Trust,  Mary  B.  Brandegee  (2),  Charlotte  F. 
White  and  Charming  W.  Souther,  were  inspected 
by  me  on  Friday,  September  6,  and  my  report  as 
to  the  desirability  of  these  properties  for  a  con- 
templated municipal  eighteen-hole  golf  course  is 
as  follows : 

The  land  owned  by  the  City  of  Boston  could 
be  used  in  part  only.  I  should  estimate  that  one 
quarter  to  one  third  of  the  whole  area  was  usable 
as  most  of  the  contours  are  too  severe  for  golf 
course  purposes.  Possibly  four  or  five  holes  could 
be  made  on  it.  The  Weld  Land  Trust  property, 
that  area  bordering  the  Brandegee  property, 
might  possibly  be  needed.  The  whole  of  the 
Brandegee  property  and  parts  of  the  White 
and  Souther  land  should  be  considered.  The 
Brandegee  property  is  by  far  the  best  for  a  golf 
course  site.  The  other  properties  could  be  utilized 
to  tie  in  and  give  an  eighteen-hole  layout. 

I  would  advise  the  purchase  of  all  the  above- 
mentioned  properties  as  the  area  would  be  self- 
contained  and  have  the  isolation  that  is  necessary 
for  a  good  golf  course. 

All  the  properties  inspected  are  very  rugged  in 
nature,  and  the  construction  costs  would  be  high. 
There  is  considerable  ledge  to  contend  with  and  a 
great  deal  of  clearing  would  be  necessary;  even 
more  than  is  called  for  on  a  private  course,  as 
much  more  expanse  is  needed,  but  there  will  be  no 
drainage  problems. 

I  did  not  consider  the  property  on  the  southeast 
side  of  Centre  street  as  it  would  call  for  a  tunnel 
under  Centre  street  and  the  expense  would  not 
warrant  it. 

Considerable  more  acreage  is  called  for  in  these 
particular  properties  for  an  eighteen-hole  layout 
than  is  usually  needed,  owing  to  the  large  amount 
that  cannot  be  utilized. 

My  conception  is  to  have  the  center  of  activi- 
ties located  on  the  Brandegee  property,  and  to 
have  the  entrance  from  Allandale  road.  This 
area  offers  the  best  possibilities  for  the  clubhouse, 
locker  rooms,  parking  facilities,  etc.,  and  I  feel 
there  is  enough  room  to  establish  two  starting  and 
finishing  points;  that  is,  first  and  tenth  tees,  and 
ninth  and  eighteenth  greens.  This,  of  course, 
allows  taking  care  of  more  golfers  in  the  same 
elapsed  time.  Your  engineer,  Mr.  Murphy,  was 
very  considerate  in  giving  me  information  on 
the  above  properties,  and  I  wish  to  express  my 
thanks. 

Very  truly  yours, 

Eugene  F.  Wogan. 

That  evidently  was  land  owned  by  the  Weld 
estate.  And  you  voted  to  send  in  a  report  against 
that.  Now,  Mr.  President,  that  is  the  informa- 
tion that  I  have  obtained. 

Coun.  BUSH — There  has  been  a  great  deal  of 
conflicting  evidence  introduced  in  the  debate, 
gentlemen,  with  reference  to  this  golf  course. 
One  gentleman  who  has  been  in  conversation  with 
one  of  the  concerns  who  was  supposed  to  have  bid 
on  this  matter,  gives  you  one  feature  of  it,  or  one 
version  of  it,  and  another  councilor  gives  another 
version  of  it.  Now  as  a  matter  of  fact,  there  have 
been  various  and  several  objections  raised  at  differ- 
ent times,  in  the  course  of  this  debate,  which  has 
ranged  over  a  period  of  several  weeks,  in  connec- 
tion with  this  golf  project.  One  by  one,  these 
objections  have  been  taken  up  and  have  been 
found,  in  some  cases,  to  be  misstatements,  not 
intentional,  perhaps,  but  made  through  misinfor- 
mation. There  was  the  misstatement  that  they 
had  no  frontage  on  the  street.    That  was  disposed 


of.  There  was  the  misinformation  as  to  the  cost 
of  the  lot,  and  that  was  disposed  of.  And  there 
were  several  other  statements  made  which  turned 
out  to  be  misinformation .  And  now  the  statement 
comes  today  that  somebody  else  had  bid  on  the 
golf  course  and  bid  a  sum  far  lower  than  what  is 
proposed  to  be  spent.  And  it  turns  out  that  that 
is  not  entirely  misinformation  but  we  find  that  it 
was  not  an  actual  bid;  that  it  was  merely  a  tenta- 
tive proposition,  as  to  what  might  be  bid,  from 
very  little  information  as  to  what  they  had  to 
contend  with.  Now  according  to  the  letter  that 
was  read  by  the  councilor  irom  the  West  End, 
the  people  who  made  this  tentative  proposal  were 
acting,  on  their  own  statement,  on  an  unsatisfac- 
tory plan,  which  did  not  give  them  sufficient  infor- 
mation on  which  to  offer  a  bid  and,  in  that 
statement,  they  say  that  they  believe  they  could 
do  it  for  about  $175,000;  but  they  make  no  state- 
ment as  to  the  construction  of  the  clubhouse, 
which  in  itself  would  cost  $45,000.  So  when 
you  add  these  amounts  up,  you  can  see  that  that 
supposed  bid  doesn't  mean  much,  and  that,  after 
all,  it  is  simply  a  guess.  They  are  making  only 
a  tentative  proposal  without  a  clear  and  adequate 
knowledge  of  what  they  will  have  to  contend  with, 
and  without  a  real  investigation  and  inspection  of 
the  property.  So  we  find,  in  spite  of  all  these 
objections  that  have  been  raised,  that  when  we 
finally  come  down  to  the  last  analysis,  nobody  can 
say  that  the  sum  that  has  been  appropriated 
is  too  great  or  too  small  to  spend  upon  the  con- 
struction of  this  golf  course.  I  came  in  very  late 
today  to  the  meeting,  and  I  did  not  hear  the  early 
part  of  the  debate,  but  I  did  hear  one  of  the  coun- 
cilors make  the  statement  that  the  state  is  building 
a  golf  course  at  a  cost  of  about  $80,000  or  $90,000 
or  $100,000,  Bome  where  out  in  the  Blue  Hills 
Reservation.  Now  you  cannot  compare  the  cost 
of  constructing  a  golf  course  out  there  with  the 
cost  of  a  course  within  the  city  limits  of  Boston. 
In  the  first  place,  if  the  Commonwealth  is  going 
to  construct  a  golf  course,  they  have  the  entire 
Commonwealth  to  select  from  as  to  the  site  on 
which  they  are  going  to  build  it,  and  with  that 
range  or  facility  of  selection,  they  can  obtain  land 
which  might  be  much  more  suitable,  and  which 
might  be  cleared  land,  as  well,  which  would  obviate 
the  necessity  of  doing  a  great  amount  of  missionary 
work  on  the  land  itself,  and  any  great  amount  of 
development.  The  City  of  Boston  is  necessarily 
compelled  to  restrict  itself  to  land  within  its  own 
city  limits.  It  has  been  shown  here,  and  it  has 
been  repeatedly  stated  by  the  Park  Commissioner, 
that  this  is  the  only  tract  oi  land  large  enough  for 
this  purpose  which  is  available  for  this  course,  and 
which  may  be  suitable  for  it.  We  cannot  go  out 
to  any  point  in  the  Commonwealth  and  pick  out 
terrain  which  might  be  more  in  the  nature  of  a  golf 
course  than  is  this  land  that  we  have  right  here 
within  the  city  limits.  We  are  restricted  by  the 
limits  of  the  city  as  to  what  land  we  can  obtain, 
and  this  land  is  the  only  land  large  enough  for  the 
purpose  which  is  within  the  city  limits.  There- 
fore, I  do  not  see  that  any  of  the  objections  which 
have  been  raised  so  far  in  this  debate  have  mili- 
tated at  all  against  the  expenditure  of  this  amount 
of  money  for  the  golf  course. 

President  McGRATH — The  question  comes  on 
the  passage  of  the  order. 

Coun.  DOWD — Mr.  President,  it  is  rather 
amusing  to  see  how  the  so-called  experts  change 
their  minds  in  a  very  short  period  of  time.  The 
first  expert  that  we  have  had  testify  here  was 
the  gentleman  who  the  councilor  from  Hyde 
Park  says  is  the  greatest  expert  in  the  entire 
country  on  golf  courses,  Mr.  Donald  Ross.  Now 
1  happened  to  be  a  member  of  the  Council  when 
Mr.  Ross  stated  that  the  land  in  Hyde  Park  never 
could  be  used  as  a  golf  course;  and  yet,  a  few 
months  later,  Mr.  Ross  changes  his  mind,  and 
says  that  it  will  make  one  of  the  most  splendid 
golf  courses  in  the  entire  state  or  country.  Now, 
in  reference  to  detailed  information,  while  Com- 
missioner Long  has  said  so  much  about  this 
matter,  as  I  have  repeated  time  and  time  again 
this  Council  has  never  gotten  the  correct  infor- 
mation from  him,  and  I  believe  the  records  will 
show  that  that  is  so.  The  commissioner  has 
testified  to  us  that  this  golf  course  was  going  to 
be  built  by  day  labor,  and  on  that  supposition 
the  members  of  the  Council  were  agreeable  to 
the  idea  that  some  three  hundred  men  would  be 
placed  at  work  out  there;  but  now  we  find  out 
that  it  is  going  to  be  awarded  to  contractors,  and 
all  of  the  work  is  going  to  be  done  by  contract 
labor.     The    letters    which  Councilor     Fitzgerald 
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has  read  should  have  sufficient  information  in 
them  to  enlighten  the  members  of  this  Council 
that  something  is  surely  rotten  in  Denmark, 
if  they  can  build  a  golf  course — and  we  will  take 
their  outside  figure  for  $175,000;  and  surely 
somebody  must  have  asked  them  for  the  bid, 
too,  because  they  are  not  submitting  bids  unless 
somebody  asks  them  to  submit  bids.  The  coun- 
cilor from  Hyde  Park  has  said  that  he  conferred 
with  Mr.  Reynolds,  I  believe,  and  Mr.  Reynolds 
said  that  he  submitted  a  bid;  but  he  did  not  know 
how  much  the  bid  was  for.  Why,  that  in  itself, 
sounds  ridiculous  to  me;  that  a  member  or  a 
partner  of  any  concern  should  submit  a  bid  of 
8150,000  to  $175,000  and  then,  when  he  is  asked 
what  the  amount  of  the  bid  was,  he  does  not 
know.  In  reference  to  the  real  estate  experts 
who  have  testified  about  the  land,  the  councilor 
from  Hyde  Park  can  take  their  opinion,  if  he  so 
desires,  but  I  absolutely  refuse  to  take  their 
opinion,  in  reference  to  the  valuation  of  that  land. 
The  figures  that  they  have  submitted  of  $155,000 
to  $175,000  should  be  carefully  considered  by  this 
Council.  The  excavation  of  rock  might  run  up 
to  only  $50,000  or  $60,000,  and  a  locker  building 
should  not  run  into  more  than  $30,000  to  build. 
And  if  those  figures  are  correct — and  I  assume 
that  they  are  correct  because  those  are  the  figures 
which  have  been  submitted  to  us  by  the  Park 
Commissioner,  then  at  least  we  will  be  in  a  position 
to  save  thousands  upon  thousands  of  dollars  for 
the  taxpayers  of  Boston.  In  reference  to  the 
councilor  from  Roxbury  stating  that  it  would 
be  hard  to  compare  a  golf  course  built  by  the 
state  with  one  built  by  the  City  of  Boston,  I 
will  agree  with  him,  to  a  certain  extent.  At  the 
same  time,  I  can  get  out  to  the  Blue  Hills  Reserva- 
tion, if  I  were  inclined  to  play  golf,  and  get  out 
there  just  as  quickly,  if  not  more  quickly,  than 
.to  the  present  course  in  Hyde  Park.  I  say  that 
the  members  of  this  Council  should  not  pass  this 
order  simply  because  they  are  requested  to  do  so 
by  the  Mayor  of  Boston.  They  ought  to  give  it 
some  consideration  and  thought.  If  the  letters 
which  Councilor  Fitzgerald  has  read  are  authentic, 
and  I  presume  they  are,  or  he  would  not  have 
read  them  here,  then  I  say  to  you  that  there  is 
only  one  thing  for  the  Council  to  do  if  they  are 
going  to  be  fair  in  the  matter,  and  that  is  to  defeat 
this  loan  order  and  allow  the  Mayor  to  resubmit 
an  order  for  $275,000  and  allow  us  to  get  these 
concerns  in,  whom  you  say  have  built  golf  courses 
throughout  the  country.  They  must  know  their 
business.  I  say  that  we  ought  to  call  them  in 
before  our  Executive  Committee  and  find  out  from 
them  if  they  will  build  that  course  for  $150,000 
or  $175,000,  and  if  they  will  build  it  for  that 
amount  of  money,  I  say  that  you  have  got  no 
other  alternative  but  to  defeat  this  loan  order 
and  have  it  resubmitted  on  bids,  and  have  these 
concerns  brought  in  here. 

Coun.  LYNCH  moved  the  previous  question. 
The  main  question  was  ordered,  and  the  order 
was  given  its  second  and  final  reading  and  passage, 
yeas   16,   nays  3: 

Yeas — Coun.  Bush,  Cox,  Donovan,  Englert, 
Fish,  Gleason,  Green,  Hein,  Lynch,  Mahouey, 
McGrath,  Murray,  Norton,  Power,  Ruby,  Wilson 
—16. 

Nays — Coun.  Dowd,  litzgerald,  Kelly — 3. 


NEW   EAST   BOSTON   COURTHOUSE 
SPECIFICATIONS. 

Coun  .  KELLY  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Corporation  Counsel  be 
requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to 
advise  the  City  Council  as  to  whether  or  not  any 
warranty  was  made  in  the  specifications  for  the 
new  East  Boston  Courthouse  regarding  the  land 
upon  which  it  is  being  erected,  and  to  further 
advise  the  City  Council  if  it  is  legal  for  the  city 
to  spend  money  to  repay  the  contractor  for  doing 
the  additional  work  which  he  has  performed  and 
which  is  not  called  for  in  the  specifications. 


Coun.  KELLY— Mr.  President,  I  think  I  have 
unearthed  here  a  further  steal  of  close  to  $70,000 
by  a  contractor  who  is  a  personal  friend  of  the 
Mayor  of  the  City  of  Boston.  And  I  feel  sure 
that  no  specifications  are  put  out  in  any  contract 
by  the  City  of  Boston  that  make  any  warranty 
as  to  the  land.  The  contractor  takes  that  chance 
himself. 

Coun.  BUSH — Mr.  President,  I  raise  the  point 
of  order  that  a  quorum  is  not  present. 

President  McGRATH — Councilor  Bush  doubts 
the  presence  of  a  quorum.  The  clerk  will  deter- 
mine whether  a  quorum  is  present. 

The  roll  was  called,  and  the  following  members 
were  present : 

Coun.  Bush,  Cox,  Dowd,  Englert,  Fitzgerald, 
Gleason,  Green,  Kelly,  McGrath,  Murray,  Norton, 
Ruby,  Wilson — 13. 

President  McGRATH — Thirteen  members  are 
present;  there  is  a  quorum,  Mr.  Councilor  Kelly. 

Coun.  KELLY — Mr.  President,  just  to  go  on. 
I  do  not  intend  to  keep  the  members  of  the  Council 
any  length  of  time,  but  I  want  this  particular 
motion  thrashed  out.  I  want  to  find  out  if  this 
contractor  is  working  above-board.  If  the 
Corporation  Counsel  is  not  going  to  render  a  fair 
opinion,  to  protect  the  taxpayers  of  Boston,  I  will 
see  that  the  Finance  Commission,  for  a  change, 
does  a  little  work;  and  I  ask  you,  sir,  that  this 
order  be  passed  under  suspension  of  the  rules. 

President  McGRATH— The  order  will  be 
referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 

Coun.  KELLY — I  insist  that  this  order  be  passed 
under  suspension  of  the  rules. 

President  McGRATH— Mr.  Councilor  Kelly 
appeals  from  the  decision  of  the  Chair.  Is  his 
appeal  seconded'.'  [No  response.]  The  appeal  is 
not  seconded.     The  councilor  is  out  of  order. 

Coun.  KELLY — I  know  that  I  will  not  be 
upheld.     This  is  parliamentary  procedure! 

President  McGRATH — Further  motions. 

Coun.  KELLY—  This  parliamentary  procedure 
is  characteristic  of  you,  Mr.  President. 


JOSEPH    A     I  ERMAN    SQUARE. 

(own.  NORTON  offered  the  following; 

Ordered,  That  the  space  at  the  junction  of  Hyde 
Park  avenue  and  Canterbury  street,  Ward  18,  be 
named  Joseph  A.  Berman  square,  in  honor  and 
memory  of  the  distinguished  soldier  and  devoted 
citizen  of  that  name,  and  that  said  space  be  suitably 
marked  with  signs. 

Coun.  NORTON— Mr.  President,  at  the  inter- 
section spoken  of  lived  the  honorable  Joseph  A. 
Berman,  an  outstanding  citizen  of  that  section, 
who  has  passed  on.  The  Mount  Hope  Athletic 
Association,  the  Parent  Teachers  Association  of 
the  section,  and  about  everybody  in  that  par- 
ticular area,  are  interested  in  having  this  inter- 
section named  after  Joseph  A.  Berman. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


ARC    LAMP,    WARD   8. 

Coun.  DOWD  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor, 
to  install  an  electric  arc  lamp  at  the  corner  of 
Washington  street  and  East  Dedham  street. 
Ward  8. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 

(Coun.  Hein  and  Kelly  addressed  the  Chair, 
and  Coun.  Hein  was  recognized.) 


On  motion  of  Coun.  HEIN,  the  Council  voted, 
at  6.30  p.  m.,  to  adjourn  to  Monday,  March  23, 
1931,  at  2  p.  m. 
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Proceedings  of  City  Council. 


Monday,  March  23,  1931. 
Regular  meeting   of   the   City   Council   in   the 
Council  Chamber,  City  Hall,  at  two  p.  m.,  President 
McGRATH  in  the  chair.     Absent,  Coun.  Dowd. 


APPOINTMENTS   BY   THE   MAYOR. 

Subject  to  confirmation  by  the  Council,  the 
Mayor  submitted  appointments  for  the  term 
ending  April  30,  1931,  as  follows: 

Weighers  of  Goods:  John  Toohey,  30  Armstrong 
street,  Jamaica  Plain;  Joseph  Connors,  53  Adams 
street,  Dorchester;  Russell  Lindahl,  249  Heath 
street,  Boston. 

Severally  laid  over  a  week  under  the  law. 


SECOND   ASSISTANT  ASSESSORS. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  March  23,  1931. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — The  General  Court,  upon  my  peti- 
tion, has  enacted  legislation  subjecting  to  civil 
service  laws  the  position  of  second  assistant  assessor 
in  the  City  of  Boston.  This  legislation  is  contained 
in  chapter  114  of  the  Acts  of  1931,  a  copy  of  which 
is  annexed.  I  recommend  the  passage  of  the 
accompanying  order  accepting  this  act. 
Respectfully, 
James  M.  Ccrley,  Mayor. 

Ordered,  That  chapter  114  of  the  Acts  of  1931, 
entitled,  "An  Act  Relative  to  Second  Assistant 
Assessors  in  the  Assessing  Department  of  the  City 
of  Boston"  be,  and  the  same  hereby  is,  accepted. 

Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 


CONSTABLES'   BONDS. 

The  constables'  bonds  of  Julius  Ansel,  Harvey 
A.  Corcoran,  Marks  Goldstein  and  James  G. 
Peters,  having  been  duly  approved  by  the  City 
Treasurer,  were  received  and  approved. 


APPOINTMENT   OF   DEPUTY   SEALER. 

Notice  was  received  of  appointment  of  Joseph  F. 
Coughlin  of  20  Oak  avenue,  Ward  20,  as  deputy 
sealer  of  weights  and  measures,  to  take  effect  March 
23,  1931. 

Placed  on  file. 


WARREN-BUNKER   HILL    SCHOOL    LAND. 
Coun.  GREEN  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,    That   the    School    Committee    be   re- 
quested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  at  such 
time  as  the  Warren-Bunker  Hill  Primary  School 
is  discontinued  and  the  old  building  demolished, 
to  turn  the  land  over  to  the  Park  Department  for 
use  as  a  mothers'  rest. 
Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


PROPOSED  ACCEPTANCE  OF  ASHTON 
STREET. 

Coun.  RUBY  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Board  of  Street  Commis- 
sioners be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor, 
to  accept  and  lay  out  as  a  public  highway  Ashton 
street,  from  Woodrow  avenue  to  Frontenac  street, 
Ward  14. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


BOULEVARD    TYPE   LIGHTS,    BLUE    HILL 
AVENUE. 

Coun.  RUBY  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor, 
to  install  a  sufficient  number  of  boulevard  type 
lights  on  Blue  Hill  avenue,  from  Morton  street  to 
Walk  Hill  street,  to  insure  adequate  illumination 
along  that  section  of  highway. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


PETITIONS   REFERRED. 

The  following  petitions  were  received  and 
referred  to  the  committees  named,  viz.: 

Claims. 

Mary  E.  Barnes,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  an  alleged  defect  on  Boston  Common. 

P.  J.  Beauchesne,  Inc.,  for  compensation  for 
damage  to  truck  by  police  car. 

Crown  Shade  and  Screen  Company,  for  refund 
on  refuse  tickets. 

Arthur  T.  Donahue,  for  compensation  for 
damage  to  car  caused  by  an  alleged  defect  at  116 
Bay  State  road. 

Durable  Wire  Rope  Company,  for  refund  on 
refuse  tickets. 

Patsy  Fraticelli,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  car  caused  by  an  alleged  defect  at  176  Gladstone 
street. 

Hayes-Bickford  Lynch  System,  for  refund  on 
refuse  tickets. 

Charles  A.  Jackson,  for  compensation  for  in- 
juries caused  by  fire  truck. 

Motor  Sales  Company,  for  compensation  for 
damage  to  car  in  City  Hospital  grounds. 

Stuart  A.  Sampson,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  car  caused  by  an  alleged  defect  in  Columbus 
avenue. 

Salvatore  Tabi,  for  compensation  for  damage  to 
property  at  126  Marion  street,  caused  by  falling 
tree. 

Dora  Tatelman,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  property  caused  by  sand  blasting  in  construc- 
tion of  Solomon  Lewenberg  School. 

Samuel  H.  White  Company,  Inc.,  for  compen- 
sation for  damage  to  property  at  128  Essex  street, 
caused  by  backing  up  of  sewage. 

Whitney  Brothers,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  property  at  4082  Washington  street,  Roslindale, 
caused  by  backing  up  of  sewage. 

Mary  W.  Knight,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  property  at  8  Baxter  street,  South  Boston, 
caused  by  broken  water  pipe. 


RECESS. 

The  Council  voted,  at  2.35  p.  m.,  on  motion  of 
Coun.  MAHONEY,  to  take  a  recess,  subject  to  the 
call  of  the  Chair. 

The  members  reassembled  in  the  Council 
Chamber  and  were  called  to  order  by  President 
McGRATH  at  3.57  p.  m. 


EXECUTIVE   COMMITTEE   REPORT. 

Coun.  GALLAGHER,  for  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee, submitted  the  following: 

1.  Report  on  message  of  Mayor  and  order 
(referred  today)  accepting  chapter  114  of  the  Acts 
of  1931 — recommending  passage  of  the  order. 

Report  accepted;  said  order  passed. 


SOLDIERS'   RELIEF. 

Coun.  NORTON,  for  the  Committee  on  Sol- 
diers' Relief,  submitted  report  recommending 
passage  of  order  for  payment  of  aid  to  soldiers  and 
sailors  and  their  families  in  the  City  of  Boston  for 
the  month  of  March,  1931. 

Report  accepted  and  order  passed. 


BUDGET    HEARINGS. 

President    McGRATH— The    chairman  of    the 
Committee   on   Appropriations,   Councilor  Curtis, 
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wishes  to  announce  that,  starting  at  ten  o'clock 
a.  m.  next  Wednesday,  and  each  day  through 
Friday,  there  will  be  meetings  of  the  Appropria- 
tions Committee  to  consider  the  annual  budget, 
and  all  members  of  the  Council,  whether  on  the 
committee  or  not,  are  invited  to  attend. 


BOULEVARD    TYPE    LAMPS    ON    CENTRE 
STREET. 

Coun.  MURRAY,  POWER  and  ENGLERT 
offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor, 
to  provide  for  the  installation  of  boulevard  type 
electric  lamps  on  Centre  street,  from  Hogg's 
Bridge  to  South  street. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


LAYING    OUT    OF    WINCHESTER     ROAD, 
WARD    19. 

Coun.  MURRAY  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,    That   the   Board    of   Street   Commis- 
sioners be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor, 
to  accept  and  lay  out  Winchester  road,  Ward  19, 
as  a  public  highway. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


SIDEWALK   CONSTRUCTION. 

Coun.  MURRAY  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  make  a  sidewalk  along  9,  11,  11A,  15,  17, 
29,  37  and  40  Sheridan  street,  Ward  19,  in  front 
of  the  estates  bordering  thereon;  said  sidewalk  to 
be  from  3  to  10  inches  above  the  gutter  adjoining, 
to  be  from  5  to  12  feet  in  width,  and  to  be  built 
of  artificial  stone,  with  granite  edgestones,  under 
the  provisions  of  chapter  196  of  the  Special  Acta 
of  1917. 

Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  make  a  sidewalk  along  Lochstead  avenue, 
both  sides,  Ward  19,  in  front  of  the  estates  border- 
ing thereon ;  said  sidewalk  to  be  from  3  to  10  inches 
above  the  gutter  adjoining,  to  be  from  5  to  12  feet 
in  width,  and  to  be  built  of  artificial  stone,  with 
granite  edgestones,  under  the  provisions  of  chapter 
196  of  the  Special  Acts  of  1917. 

Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  make  a  sidewalk  along  Washington  street, 
from  Forest  Hills  street  to  Poplar  street,  both 
sides,  Ward  19,  in  front  of  the  estates  bordering 
thereon;  said  sidewalk  to  be  from  3  to  10  inches 
above  the  gutter  adjoining,  to  be  from  5  to  12  feet 
in  width,  and  to  be  built  of  artificial  stone,  with 
granite  edgestones,  under  the  provisions  of  chapter 
196  of  the  Special  Acts  of  1917. 

Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  make  a  sidewalk  along  Pond  street,  from 
Highland  street  to  Williams  avenue,  both  sides, 
Ward  18,  in  front  of  the  estates  bordering  thereon; 
said  sidewalk  to  be  from  3  to  10  inches  above  the 
gutter  adjoining,  to  be  from  5  to  12  feet  in  width, 
and  to  be  built  of  artificial  stone,  with  granite 
edgestones,  under  the  provisions  of  chapter  196 
of  the  Special  Acts  of  1917. 

Coun.  KELLY  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  make  a  sidewalk  along  1  Richfield  street, 
Ward  15,  in  front  of  the  estates  bordering  thereon; 
said  sidewalk  to  be  from  3  to  10  inches  above  the 
gutter  adjoining,  to  be  from  5  to  12  feet  in  width, 
and  to  be  built  of  artificial  stone,  with  granite 
edgestones,  under  the  provisions  of  chapter  196 
of  the  Special  Acts  of  1917. 

Severally  passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


FLOOD  LIGHTS,  FRANKLIN  FIELD  TENNIS 
COURTS. 

Coun.  RUBY  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Park  Commission  be  re- 
quested, through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  install 
flood  lights  for  the  night  use  of  the'  tennis  courts 
on  Franklin  Field. 


Coun.  RUBY — Mr.  President,  I  introduced  a 
similar  order  to  this  last  year  asking  the  Park 
Commissioner,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to 
install  flood  lights  so  that  the  tenuis  courts  at 
Franklin  Field  could  be  used  at  night  by  those 
unable  to  use  them  during  the  day.  I  understood 
at  that  time  the  Park  Commissioner  informed  the 
Council  that  he  was  intending  to  make  a  survey 
of  the  necessary  amount  of  expenditure  it  would 
entail  for  the  erection  of  these  flood  lights.  I 
think  some  time  later  the  report  from  the  Park 
Commissioner  was  submitted  to  the  Council, 
that  because  of  the  lack  of  funds  in  the  budget 
last  year  he  was  unable  to  erect  these  flood  lights, 
and  that  they  would  be  considered  in  the  work  to 
be  done  this  year.  Around  Franklin  Field  today 
is  the  outstanding  community  in  Boston  so  far  as 
tennis  courts  are  concerned.  In  that  section  of 
Boston  there  are,  at  the  present  time,  twenty  or 
twenty-one  tennis  courts  which,  in  the  summer, 
during  the  day,  are  entirely  used;  and  at  that  time, 
if  I  remember  correctly,  one  or  more  of  the  lead- 
ing newspapers  of  Boston,  in  commenting  on  the 
consideration  of  the  erection  of  flood  lights,  said 
that  in  certain  western  cities  of  this  country  they 
were  at  present  being  used,  much  to  the  satisfac- 
tion of  the  districts  in  which  they  were  located.  I 
believe  that  with  the  erection  of  flood  lights  on 
this  field,  many  men  and  women  who  work  during 
the  day,  and  who  would  like  outdoor  recreation 
at  night,  would  use  these  courts  at  night,  and, 
therefore,  I  urge  that  the  small  expenditure  of 
money  necessary  to  install  these  lights  be  made. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


HEADQUARTERS,    FRANCIS    G.    KANE 
POST  NO.  60. 

Coun.  KELLY  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Public 
Buildings  of  the  City  of  Boston  be,  and  he  hereby 
is,  authorized,  in  the  name  and  behalf  of  the  City 
of  Boston,  with  the  approval  of  the  Mayor  of  the 
City  of  Boston,  and  in  form  satisfactory  to  the 
Law  Department  of  the  City  of  Boston,  to  lease 
for  post  headquarters  to  Francis  G.  Kane  Post  60, 
American  Legion,  for  the  term  of  five  years,  at 
an  annual  rental  of  one  dollar  a  year,  building  on 
East  street,  Dorchester,  known  as  Old  Meeting 
House  Hill  Wardroom,  with  the  right  to  cancel 
said  lease  by  giving  thirty  days'  notice  in  writing 
of  its  intention  so  to  do. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


REPAYING  OF  HYDE  PARK  AVENUE. 

Coun.  NORTON  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor, 
to  repave  with  smooth  paving  Hyde  Park  avenue, 
from  Neponset  avenue  to  Clarendon  Hills  square. 
Ward  18. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


INFORMATION   FROM   FIRE 
COMMISSIONER. 

Coun.  NORTON  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Fire  Commissioner,  through 
his  Honor  the  Mayor,  furnish  information  relative 
to  a  supposed  contract  to  collect  $100,000  as  an 
endowment  fund  for  the  Boston  Fire  Department 
Band,  Inc. 

Coun.  NORTON— Mr.  President,  it  has  been 
reported  that  a  number  of  Boston's  business  houses 
have  been  contacted  relative  to  collecting  of  a 
sum  of  money,  ostensibly  to  endow  the  Boston 
Fire  Department  Band,  Incorporated.  These 
collectors  convey  the  impression  that  the  City 
of  Boston  sponsors  the  proposition.  I  under- 
stand that  one  Mr.  E.  Z.  Parker,  one  Raymond  H. 
Elm  and  one  noted  "Bonma"  are  interested  in 
making  the  collections.  The  business  men  of  this 
city  have  been  asked  for  about  enough.  I  would 
like  to  know  from  the  Fire  Commissioner  if  he 
has  made  a  contract  with  these  men;  if  the 
contract  is  to  collect  $100,000  and  just  what 
percentage  of  the  collections  the  solicitors  are  to 
receive,  just  what  specific  purpose  the  money 
is  to  be  used  for  and  whether  or  not  any  of  it  is  to 
go  into  the  Firemen's  Relief  Fund.     The  Boston 
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Firemen's  Relief  Association  is  doing  splendid 
work  in  taking  care  of  their  disabled  members. 
It  has  been  reported  that  solicitors  claim  that  a 
part  of  the  money,  or  all  of  it,  is  to  go  into  the 
Firemen's  Relief  Fund.  It  appears  to  be  very 
easy  for  unknowns  to  come  to  town  and  collect—— 
and  leave.  A  few  months  ago  the  city  was 
treated  to  the  sight  of  an  exalted  "Colonel" 
being  appointed  as  "Commanding  General"  to 
run  Boston's  World's  Fair  over  on  the  South 
Boston  Strandway  next  year.  The  whole  world, 
in  an  expensive  booklet  got  out  at  the  City  of 
Boston  Printing  Plant,  was  invited  to  come  to 
Boston  and  participate  in  our  World's  Fair  at  so 
much  a  foot.  Foreign  embassies  at  Washington 
were  approached  with  the  idea  of  securing  the 
active  cooperation  of  the  various  countries  of  the 
world.  A  leading  Boston  paper,  with  a  sense  of 
public  duty,  inquired  into  the  past  of  this 
"Colonel."  They  wanted  to  know  who  he  was — ■ 
this  colonel  who  was  to  lead  Boston's  World's 
Fair.  They  found  that  he  was  a  gentleman 
from  out  of  the  West,  a  notorious  character. 
The  title  "Colonel,"  that  was  blazed  across  the 
door  of  the  official  City  of  Boston  office  that  he 
occupied,  was  obtained  from  the  Mexican  bandit, 
General  Villa,  but  within  forty-eight  hours  after 
bestowing  the  title,  General  Villa  sent  out  an 
order  to  find  the  "Colonel"  for  the  purposes  of  an 
execution.  By  that  time  the  colonel  had  just 
clearedjthe  Rio  Grande  river  at  El  Paso;  had 
just  "made"  the  United  States  by  one  jump — 
and  with  another  jump  he  landed  in  Boston  to 
"put  the  city  on  the  map  at  so  much  a  foot  to 
exhibitors."  Out  of  fairness  to  the  present 
Mayor  of  Boston  it  should  be  stated  that  when 
the  facts  were  brought  fully  to  his  attention  he 
quickly  relieved  the  "Colonel."  I  doubt  very 
much   whether   the   Mayor   is   cognizant   of   the 


collection  that  is  now  going  od,  about  Boston, 
in  the  interests  of  the  Boston  Fire  Department 
Band,  and  that  when  the  facts  are  brought  to  his 
attention  he  will  act  as  he  did  in  the  case  of  Boston's 
World's  Fair  and  the  famed  Villa  "Colonel." 
Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


COMMENDATION   OF   FIRE 
DEPARTMENT  BAND. 

Coun.   MAHONEY  offered  the  following: 

Resolved,  That  the  Boston  City  Council  com- 
mends the  Boston  Fire  Department  band  for  its 
splendid  appearance  and  harmonious  playing  in 
the  Evacuation  Day  Parade,  South  Boston;  and 
be  it 

Ordered,  That  copies  of  this  resolve  be  sent  to 
his  Honor  the  Mayor  and  the  Fire  Commissioner. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


CONFIRMATION   OF   CONSTABLES. 

On  motion  of  Coun.  WILSON,  the  Council 
took  up  the  following  appointments  submitted 
by  the  Mayor  March  16,  1931,  as  constables: 

William  S.  Danow,  Daniel  P.  Carey  and  Harry 
Reinherz. 

The  question  came  on  confirmation.  Com- 
mittee, Coun.  Hein  and  Fitzgerald.  Whole  num- 
ber of  ballots  16,  yeas  16,  and  the  appointments 
were  confirmed. 


Adjourned,  on  motion  of  Coun.  GALLAGHER, 
at  4.10  p.  m.,  to  meet  on  Monday,  March  30, 
1931,  at  2  p.  m. 


OTTY  OF  BOSTON 


CITY    COUNCIL. 
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Proceedings  of  City  Council. 


Monday,   March  30,   1931. 
Regular   meeting   of   the   City   Council    in    the 
Council  Chamber,  City  Hall,  at  2  p.  m.,  President 
McGRATHin  the  chair.     Absent,  Coun.  Gleason. 


OPENING   OF   POLLS. 

The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  March  30,  1931. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen,— Chapter  107  of  the  Acts  of  1931 
repeals  the  requirement  that  polls  in  the  City  of 
Boston  shall  be  opened  at  six  o'clock  a.  m.  for 
elections  and  puts  Boston  on  the  same  basis  as 
the  other  cities  in  the  Commonwealth.  This 
legislation  was  enacted  on  my  petition,  at  the 
request  of  the  City  Council,  and  it  requires  accept- 
ance by  your  honorable  body  before  becoming 
effective.  I  accordingly  recommend  the  passage 
of  the  accompanying  order. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

Ordered,  That  chapter  107  of  the  Acts  of  1931, 
entitled  "An  Act  relative  to  the  Time  when  the 
Polls  shall  be  open  in  the  City  of  Boston  for  Elec- 
tions," be,  and  the  same  hereby  is,  accepted. 

President  McGRATH — If  there  is  no  objection 
the  communication  will  be  referred  to  the  Executive 
Committee. 

Coun.  WILSON— Mr.  President,  the  Council 
having  already  voted  unanimously  months  ago  in 
favor  of  an  order  asking  his  Honor  the  Mayor  to 
introduce  this  very  act,  I  ask  a  suspension  of  the 
rule  and  the  passage  of  this  order  today. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


APPROPRIATION  FOR  SOLDIERS'  RELIEF. 

The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  March  30,  1931. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  am  advised  by  the  City  Auditor 
that  the  total  of  the  drafts  submitted  by  the 
Soldiers'  Relief  Department  during  the  current 
year  has  reached  the  limit  which,  under  the  law, 
the  department  is  authorized  to  expend  prior  to 
the  passage  of  the  budget. 

In  the  event  that  no  action  is  taken  today  by  the 
City  Council  on  the  budget,  no  further  payments 
by  this  department  can  be  authorized  by  the  City 
Auditor. 

In  order  to  avoid  any  suspension  in  the  payment 
of  relief  to  veterans  and  their  dependents,  I  submit 
herewith  an  order  providing  for  the  appropriation 
of  an  amount  sufficient  to  cover  the  estimated 
expenditures  of  the  department  to  the  middle  of 
April.  I  respectfully  recommend  the  immediate 
adoption  of  this  order,  provided  the  report  on  the 
budget  of  the  Committee  on  Appropriations  is  not 
presented  at  today's  meeting.  The  adoption  of 
this  order  should  be  accompanied  by  a  correspond- 
ing reduction  in  the  appropriation  contained  in  my 
budget  recommendations  under  Item  F-8  in  the 
budget  of  the  Soldiers'  Relief  Department. 
Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

Ordered,  That  to  meet  the  current  expenses 
payable  during  the  financial  year  beginning  with 
the  first  day  of  January,  1931,  of  performing  the 
duties  and  exercising  the  powers  devolved  by 
statute  or  ordinance,  or  by  vote  of  the  City 
Council  during  the  year  upon  the  City  of  Boston, 
of  the  departments  or  officers  thereof,  the  respec- 
tive sums  of  money  specified  in  the  tables  herein- 
after set  forth  be,  and  the  same  are  hereby,  appro- 
priated, to  be  expended  for  the  objects  and  purposes 
hereinafter  stated,  that  the  same  be  raised  by 
taxation    upon    the   polls   and   estates    taxable    in 


the  City  of  Boston,  and  that  all  orders  relating  to 
appropriations,  taxes  and  the  interest  thereupon 
apply  to  the  taxes  herein  provided  for. 

Soldiers'  Relief  Department. 
F-8,  State  and   Military  Aid,  Soldiers' 

Relief  and  Burials $200,000 

Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 


SALE   OF   LAND   IN   BRIGHTON. 

The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  March  23,  1931. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  have  been  informed  by  the 
Superintendent  of  Public  Buildings  that  the 
building  formerly  occupied  by  the  Fire  Depart- 
ment located  at  Chestnut  Hill  avenue,  near 
Academy  Hill  road,  is  no  longer  required  by  the 
Fire  Department,  and  I  accordingly  recommend 
the  adoption  of  the  accompanying  order. 
Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

Whereas,  the  City  of  Boston  is  the  owner  of 
about  14,358  square  feet  of  land  with  the  buildings 
thereon,  situate  on  the  southeasterly  side  of 
Chestnut  Hill  avenue  and  on  the  northwesterly 
side  of  Academy  Hill  road,  formerly  called  Rock- 
land street,  in  that  part  of  the  City  of.  Boston 
called  Brighton;   and 

Whereas,  The  said  buildings  and  land  were  used 
at  one  time  as  a  fire  engine  house  and  were  later 
turned  over  to  the  Public  Buildings  Department 
of  the  City  of  Boston;   and 

Whereas,  Said  land  and  buildings  are  no  longer 
necessary  for  public  purposes;  now,  therefore,  it 
is  hereby 

Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be,  and  he 
hereby  is,  authorized,  in  the  name  and  behalf 
of  the  City  of  Boston,  to  sell  at  public  auction, 
at  an  upset  price  of  $1  per  square  foot,  the  said 
14,358  square  feet  of  land,  together  with  the 
buildings  thereon,  and  to  sign,  seal  and  deliver, 
in  the  name  and  behalf  of  the  said  City  of  Boston, 
a  written  instrument,  satisfactory  in  form  to  the 
Law  Department  of  the  said  City  of  Boston,  which 
conveys  all  the  right,  title  and  interest  of  the  said 
City  of  Boston  in  and  to  the  said  land  and  build- 
ings thereon  to  the  purchaser  at  said  auction  sale, 
upon  the  payment  to  the  said  City  of  Boston  of 
the  purchase  price  bid  at  the  said  auction  sale. 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 


FRANKLIN  FIELD   TENNIS   COURTS. 

The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  March  28,  1931. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I   beg   to  forward   herewith   reply 
submitted  by  the  Park  Commission,  the  same  con- 
stituting  an    answer   to    order   adopted    by    your 
honorable  body  under  date  of  March  23,  1931. 
Sincerely  yours, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Park  Department,  March  26,  1931. 
Hon.  James  M.  Curley, 

Mayor  of  Boston. 
Dear  Sir, — I  am  in  receipt  of  an  order  from  the 
City   Council   that   the   Park   Commission   be   re- 
quested to  install  flood  lights  for  the  night  use  of  the 
tennis  courts  on  Franklin  Field. 

I  regret  exceedingly  to  inform  you  that  the 
department  has  no  funds  available  for  this  purpose 
at  the  present  time. 

Very  respectfully  yours, 

William  P.  Long,  Chairman. 
Placed  on  file. 


PETITIONS   REFERRED. 

The  following  petitions  were  received  and   re- 
ferred to  the  committees  named,  viz.: 

Claims. 
M.    K.    Berry,    for    compensation    for    injuries 
caused  by  an  alleged  defect  in  Blue  Hill  avenue  and 
Fairbury  street. 
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Mary  Bishop,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  an  alleged  defect  at  Washington  and 
Dudley  streets. 

Michael  Boyagian,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  glass  on  floor  of  showers  at  Brookline 
street  and  Shawmut  avenue. 

John  F.  Collins,  for  compensation  for  loss  of 
clothing  at  fire,  Northern  Avenue  Bridge. 

Thomas  J.  Conley,  for  compensation  for  loss  of 
clothing  at  fire,  Northern  Avenue  Bridge. 

Mrs.  James  Curran,  for  compensation  for  dam- 
age to  property  at  32  Granfield  avenue,  caused  by 
overflow  of  Stony  brook. 

Charles  DeFalco,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  car  by  city  truck. 

Mrs.  Mary  Driscoll,  for  compensation  for 
injuries  caused  by  an  alleged  defect  at  Columbus 
avenue  and  New  Heath  street. 

Gertrude  Emerson,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  an  alleged  defect  at  112  Shawmut 
avenue. 

Sarah  Gay,  for  compensation  for  injuries  caused 
by  an  alleged  defect  in  Rosewood  street,  Mattapan. 

William  F.  Hanlon,  for  compensation  for  loss  of 
clothing  at  fire,  Northern  Avenue  Bridge. 

William  O.  Hawkins,  to  be  reimbursed  for  judg- 
ment brought  against  him  on  account  of  his  acts 
as  a  fireman. 

Edward  H.  Hommel,  for  compensation  for  loss 
of  clothing  at  fire,  Northern  Avenue  Bridge. 

Mary  A.  Home,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  an  alleged  defect  in  Vine  street. 

Joseph  G.  Kerrigan,  for  compensation  for  loss  of 
clothing  at  fire,  Northern  Avenue  Bridge. 

Annie  MacGillivary,  for  copensation  for  loss 
of  money  at  City  Hospital. 

Don  Frederick  Morse,  for  compensation  for 
damage  to  car  by  city  truck. 

James  E.  Newman,  for  compensation  for  loss  of 
clothing  at  fire,  Northern  Avenue  Bridge. 

Ida  Novakoft,  for  compensation  for  damage  to 
car  by  city  truck. 

Luke  A.  O'Donnell,  for  compensation  for  loss  of 
clothing  at  fire,  Northern  Avenue  Bridge. 

Recall  Lunch,  for  refund  on  refuse  tickets. 

James  B.  Reilly,  for  compensation  for  loss  of 
clothing  at  fire,  Northern  Avenue  Bridge. 

Moses  M.  Ross,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  property  at  66  Stuart  street,  caused  by  leak  in 
water  pipe. 

Giovanni  B.  Sangiolo,- f or  refund  on  license  for 
storage  of  merchandise. 

Carroll  W.  Sawyer,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  an  alleged  defect  in  Quaker  lane. 

George  H.  Spicer,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  an  alleged  defect  in  East  Milton  street. 

James  J.  Screenan,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  an  alleged  defect  in  Fairmount  avenue. 

William  F.  Stanley,  for  compensation  for  loss  of 
clothing  at  fire,  Northern  Avenue  Bridge. 

Special  Committee  on  Jitney  Licenses. 

Petition  of  Boston  Elevated  Railway  Company 
to  operate  motor  vehicles  between  junction  of 
Tremont  street  and  Huntington  avenue  (Brighton 
circle)  and  the  junction  of  Clarendon  and  Stuart 
streets,  over  Huntington  avenue,  St.  James  avenue, 
Clarendon  street,  Stuart  street,  Huntington  avenue. 

Petition  of  Boston  Elevated  Railway  Company 
for  license  to  operate  motor  vehicles  between  junc- 
tion of  East  Eighth  street  and  Columbia  road  and 
the  junction  of  Washington  and  Kneeland  streets; 
over  Columbia  road  (traffic  road),  O  street,  East 
Seventh  street,  N  street,  East  Eighth  street,  be- 
tween Columbia  road  and  Dorchester  street,  Dor- 
chester street,  West  Sixth  street  and/or  West 
Seventh  street,  Dorchester  avenue,  Broadway, 
Washington  street,  Kneeland  street,  Harrison 
avenue. 

Petition  of  Pierce  Coach  Lines  for  license  to 
operate  motor  vehicles  beginning  at  Boston  and 
Dedham  line  on  Washington  street  to  Forest  Hills, 
Egleston  square,  thence  over  Columbus  avenue  to 
Stuart  street,  over  Stuart  street  to  Broadway,  on 
Broadway  to  Eliot  street  terminal.  South  bound 
from  Broadway  over  Columbus  avenue  to  Wash- 
ington, thence  over  Washington  street  to  Dedham 
line. 

Executive. 

Petition  of  Marie  L.  A.  Murphy  to  be  paid  an 
annuity  on  account  of  death  of  her  husband, 
Walter  P.  Murphy,  a  member  of  the  Police  De- 
partment. 

Petition  for  children  under  fifteen  years  of  age 
to  appear  at  places  of  public  amusement,  viz.: 

Marion  T.  Hiltz,  Vine  Street  Municipal  Building, 
May  14. 


REGISTRY   OF   DEEDS   PAY   ROLL. 

The  pay  roll  of  the  Registry  of  Deeds,  amount- 
ing to  $9,416.98,  for  piecework  from  February  16 
to  March  21,  and  regular  employees  March  16 
to  March  31,  both  inclusive,  was  received  and 
approved. 


APPOINTMENT   OF   DEPUTY    SUPERIN- 
TENDENT OF   CONSTRUCTION. 

Notice  was  received  from  the  Commissioners 
of  School  Buildings  of  appointment  of  Edward  J. 
Phaneuf,  45  Bailey  street,  as  Deputy  Superintend- 
ent of  Construction,  to  have  charge  of  all  new 
construction,  at  salary  of  $5,500  per  year. 

Placed  on  file. 


APPOINTMENT   OF   TRANSIT 
COMMISSIONERS. 

Notice  was  received  from  the  Mayor  of  the 
appointment  of  members  of  the  Transit  Com- 
mission, as  follows: 

Thomas  F.  Sullivan,  1736  Columbia  road,  South 
Boston,  designated  as  chairman,  for  term  ending 
April  30,  1934. 

Arthur  B.  Corbett,  53  Chelmsford  street,  Dor- 
chester, for  term  ending  April  30,  1933. 

Nathan  Heller,  41  Howland  street,  Roxbury, 
for  term  ending  April  30,  1932. 

Placed  on  file. 


APPOINTMENT   OF   TEMPORARY 
DEPUTY   SEALER. 

Notice  was  received  from  the  Sealer  of  Weights 
and  .Measures  of  appointment  of  William  P.  J. 
Delaney,  2  Cambridge  terrace,  Allston,  as  tem- 
porary deputy  sealer  of  weights  and  measures, 
at  salary  of  $1,600  per  year,  to  take  effect  March 
27,  1931. 

Placed  on  file. 


CONSTABLES'   BONDS. 

The  constables'  bonds  of  Daniel  P.  Carey 
and  William  S.  Danow,  having  been  duly  approved 
by  the  City  Treasurer,  were  received  and  approved. 


SIDEWALK   ON   CAPEN   STREET. 

Couu.  WILSON  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  make  a  sidewalk  along  Capen  street,  west- 
erly side,  from  Evans  street  to  Fairmount  street. 
Ward  17,  in  front  of  the  estates  bordering  thereon; 
said  sidewalk  to  be  from  3  to  10  inches  above  the 
gutter  adjoining,  to  be  from  5  to  12  feet  in  width, 
and  to  be  built  of  artificial  stone,  with  granite 
edgestones,  under  the  provisions  of  chapter  196 
of  the  Special  Acts  of  1917. 
Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


TREMLETT  PARK,  DORCHESTER. 

Coun.  WILSON  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Park  Commissioner,  through 
his  Honor  the  Mayor,  be,  and  he  hereby  is,  respect- 
fully   requested    to    recondition    Tremlett    park, 
Dorchester. 
Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


INFORMATION  FROM   PUBLIC   WELFARE 
DEPARTMENT. 

Coun.  WILSON  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Public  Welfare  Department 
and  that  the  Soldiers'  Relief  Department,  through 
his  Honor  the  Mayor,  each  be  directed  to  obtain 
from  the  head  of  each  family  now  receiving  city 
aid  in  any  form,  a  sworn  affidavit  stating  in  each 
case  whether  such  head  of  the  family  or  any 
person  of  age  in  such  household  owns  or  controls 
directly  or  indirectly,  in  their  own  name  or  other- 
wise, any  property,  real  or  personal,  and,  if  so, 
exactly  what  property  and  of  what  value. 


MARCH    30,    1931. 
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Ordered,  That  the  Public  Welfare  Department, 
through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  be,  and  said  de- 
partment hereby  is,  respectfully  requested  to 
furnish  to  the  City  Council  forthwith  the  detailed 
information  requested  in  City  Council  order 
passed  on  August  4,  1930. 

Coun.  WILSON — Mr.  President,  I  speak  at 
this  time  particularly  with  reference  to  the  last 
order  read,  because  I  feel  that  if  the  Public  Wel- 
fare Department  had  complied  with  the  order 
passed  by  the  Council  as  long  ago  as  last  August, 
many  of  the  serious  charges  brought  out  during 
the  past  week  would  not  have  been  made.  I  have 
in  mind  the  order  of  August  4,  1930,  which  was 
introduced  by  last  year's  Appropriation  Commit- 
tee, partly  at  your  suggestion,  Mr.  President, 
requesting  that  the  Public  Welfare  Department 
advise  the  City  Council,  first,  the  number  of 
families,  second,  the  number  of  individuals  re- 
ceiving either  permanent  or  temporary  aid,  and 
third,  the  amount,  giving  the  information  by 
wards  and  precincts.  I  will  not  attempt  to  read 
the  minutes  of  August  4,  1930,  but  you,  yourself, 
Mr.  President  and  members  of  the  Committee  on 
Appropriations,  pointed  out  that  Mr.  McCarthy 
had  stated  that  the  requested  information  could 
be  obtained  in  a  matter  of  a  few  days  or  weeks, 
preferably  in  the  autumn  period  of  the  year,  and 
it  was  pointed  out  that  the  average  church  agencies 
and  outside  charities,  without  our  knowing  the 
names  of  the  families,  could  at  least  furnish 
information  which  would  shortly  lead  to  the 
weeding  out  of  a  large  number  of  undoubted 
cases  which  are  receiving  aid  to  which  they  are 
not  entitled.  We  cannot  expect,  I  realize,  the 
Overseers  of  Public  Welfare,  and  unpaid  board  of 
business  men,  to  ring  door  bells  of  8,000  or  10,000 
families,  nor  can  we  expect  Mr.  McCarthy  to 
ring  those  door  bells.  As  pointed  out  last  August, 
the  problem,  of  course,  rests  with  a  certain  propor- 
tion of  the  visitors  who  do  the  actual  checking 
up,  and  it  was  something  of  a  surprise  to  learn 
that  some  three  and  a  half  to  four  million  dollars 
was  being  paid  out  annually,  without  requiring 
a  written  statement  or  affiadavit  of  some  kind  to 
make  sure  that  correct  claims  are  made  on  the 
Soldiers'  Relief  or  Public  Welfare.  We  have  all 
had  criticisms  to  make  of  the  Public  Welfare 
Department,  who  have  had  a  hard  job.  In  most 
cases  I  think  they  have  been  doing  the  best  they 
could  under  the  circumstances.  I  remember  a 
case  that  came  to  my  attention,  whose  family 
had  been  reduced  from  $17  a  week  to  $11  and 
made  quite  a  kick.  I  learned  from  Mr.  McCarthy 
that  the  reason  was  that  the  family  had  been 
collecting  the  $17  on  the  distinct  understanding 
that  one  of  the  things  that  was  being  taken  care 
of  was  the  rent,  and  to  my  mind  the  Welfare 
Department  followed  the  proper  procedure  in 
deducting  the  $6  a  week,  to  see  that  the  rent 
was  paid.  There  is  no  question,  however,  in 
connection  with  different  visitors  in  different  dis- 
tricts that — well,  I  won't  say  that  there  is  any 
actual  favoritism  shown,  but  I  understand  there 
have  been  cases  where  a  family  of  eight  was 
receiving  less  money  than  a  family  of  four  or 
five.  So,  apparently,  all  have  not  been  treated 
on  the  same  basis.  I  feel  that  we  should  now 
insist  upon  obtaining  this  information  that  was 
asked  for  so  many  months  ago.  It  was  pointed 
out  at  that  time  that  at  least  we  should  have  that 
requested  information  before  we  received  the  1931 
budget.  In  view  of  the  fact  that  it  was  promised 
us  last  autumn,  and  in  view  of  the  fact  that  it 
was  information  that  could  be  obtained  in  a  few 
days  or  at  least  in  ten  days,  I  think  we  are  entitled 
to  that  information,  not  only  for  what  we  may 
learn  ourselves,  but  I  think  it  would  be  of  real 
assistance  to  the  Public  Welfare  Department 
itself.  There  appears  to  be  no  reason  in  the 
world  why  the  information  cannot  be  segregated 
by  persons  and  property,  and  I  see  no  reason,  if 
we  are  to  be  treated  on  the  level,  why  the  records 
of  these  two  departments  cannot  be  segregated 
by  precincts. 

The  orders  were  severally  passed  under  sus- 
pension of  the  rule. 


SAFETY   ISLANDS. 
Coun.  FIT7GERALD  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Works 
be  requested,     through     his    Honor    the     Mayor, 
to    place     safety    islands    at     the     junctions     of 
Washington  Street  North  and    Travers,  Thaeher, 
Causeway  and  Beverly  streets. 
Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


ROPING  OFF  CENTRE  STREET. 
Coun.  MURRAY  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  City  Messenger  be  author- 
ized to  rope  off  Centre  street,  Jamaica  Plain,  from 
Walden  to  Westerly  street,  in  connection  with  the 
annual  road  race  under  the  auspices  of  the  Michael 
.1.  O'Connell  Post,  American  Legion,  on  April  1&, 
1931,  the  expense  attending  same  to  be  charged  to 
the  appropriation  for  City  Council,  Flags,  Ropes 
and  Stakes. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


GROCERY  ORDERS  TO  LOCAL  STORES. 

Coun.  MURRAY  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Overseers  of  Public  Welfare 
be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  in  the 
event  that  it  is  decided  to  again  issue  grocery 
orders  in  connection  with  their  relief  program,  to 
arrange  it  so  that  the  local  grocers  may  get  the 
business  instead  of  the  chain  stores,  as  has  been  the 
case  in  the  past. 

Coun.  MURRAY — Mr.  President,  my  reason  for 
introducing  that  order  is  that  in  my  district  there 
are  a  number  of  reputable  grocers  and  provision 
dealers  who,  I  believe,  should  obtain  this  business 
instead  of  the  chain  stores  or  the  food  trusts.  I 
hope  that  the  order  will  be  passed  under  suspension 
of  the  rule  and  that  the  Mayor  will  take  cognizance 
of  it. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


RECORDS  OF  PERSONS   RECEIVING  AID. 

Coun.  MURRAY  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Overseers  of  Public  Welfare 
be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to 
destroy  their  records  of  persons  who  have  pre- 
viously received  aid  from  said  department  but 
whose  names  have  not  appeared  on  their  rolls  for 
the  past  five  years. 

Coun.  MURRAY — Mr.  President,  my  reason 
for  introducing  this  order  is  that  during  the  years 
1930  and  1931,  in  these  times  of  stress  and  hard 
times,  it  seems  very  unfortunate  that  when  so 
many  of  our  citizens  have  to  seek  aid,  their  names 
should  be  kept  on  the  records  for  years  and  years, 
as  has  been  the  case  in  the  past,  so  that  their 
children  may  later  on  have  it  cast  up  to  them 
that  their  fathers  at  some  time  were  obliged  to 
obtain  aid  from  the  city.  I  understand  that 
when  this  matter  was  talked  over  with  the  Board, 
the  chairman  agreed  that  this  should  be  done, 
but  that  the  secretary  thought  it  should  not  be 
done.  From  the  information  I  have  received,  I 
find  that  there  are  a  number  of  so-called  societies 
who  give  aid  through  the  city  that  have  access  to 
all  the  records,  and  they  can  find  out  cases  in 
your  district  or  mine,  in  the  district  of  any  of  the 
councilors,  who  is  receiving  aid.  Then  at  some 
time  in  the  future  the  children  find  out  that  their 
fathers  were  obliged  to  obtain  help  at  the  hands 
of  the  city. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


PENSIONING  OF  ARTHUR  J.  JOBERT. 

Coun.  DONOVAN  offered  the  following: 
Resolved,  That  the  Boston  City  Council  favors 
legislation    authorizing    the    City    of    Boston    to 
pension  Arthur  J.  Jobert,  member  of   the  Police 
Department. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


ROPING   OFF   STREETS    FOR    MARATHON 
RACE. 

Coun.  ARNOLD  and  CURTIS  offered  the 
following: 

Ordered,  That  the  City  Messenger  be  authorized 
to  rope  off  such  streets  as  may  be  necessary,  as  in 
former  years,  in  connection  with  the  Marathon 
race  to  be  held  on  April  20,  1931 ,  under  the  auspices 
of  the  Boston  Athletic  Association,  the  expense 
attending  same  to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation 
for  City  Council,  Flags,  Ropes  and  Stakes.  . 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


127 


CITY    COUNCIL. 


INFORMATION  AS  TO  PERSONS  ILLE- 
GALLY RECEIVING  AID. 
Coun.  DOWD  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Finance  Commission  be 
requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  fur- 
nish the  City  Council,  not  later  than  two  o'clock 
p.  m.,  Monday,  April  6,  a  list  of  the  names  and 
addresses  of  all  persons  alleged  by  the  investi- 
gators of  said  commission  to  be  receiving  aid 
illegally  from  the  Overseers  of  the  Public  Welfare. 
Coun.  DOWD — Mr.  President,  we  were  all 
somewhat  surprised  to  read  in  the  papers  of  last 
week  of  the  alleged  larcenies  by  individuals  from 
the  City  of  Boston.  It  is  rather  unfortunate 
that  the  Finance  Commission  of  the  City  of 
Boston  should  go  on  record  as  investigating 
those  unfortunate  people;  particularly  so,  Mr. 
President,  as  the  Finance  Commission  forgot  to 
go  on  record  as  investigating  several  contracts 
which  have  been  let  out.  They  forgot  to  inves- 
tigate the  East  Boston  contract,  where  the  con- 
tractor received  $71,000  extra;  they  forgot  to 
investigate  the  land  deal  in  Ward  17,  represented 
by  the  Dorchester  councilor.  They  forgot 
evidently  to  investigate  Fallon  Field;  they 
evidently  forgot  to  investigate  the  recent  pur- 
chase of  the  golf  links.  But  still  we  find  them 
investigating  the  poor  of  Boston.  I  say  this 
to  the  chairman  of  the  Finance  Commission,  Mr. 
President,  I  challenge  him,  out  of  7,000  ot  8,000 
cases  receiving  aid  from  the  City  of  Boston,  to 
present  to  this  Council  or  to  the  Corporation 
Counsel,  or  to  any  other  legal  authority,  one 
hundred  individual  isolated  cases  of  that  kind. 
And  if  there  are  only  one  hundred  cases  out  of 
this  large  number,  I  say  that  there  is  no  cause  for 
all  this  hullabaloo  and  investigation.  What  is 
the  idea,  Mr.  President?  Evidently  the  chair- 
man of  the  Finance  Commission  is  trying  to  throw 
a  smoke  screen  around  his  own  office.  For  a 
year  and  a  half  we  have  found  him  very  quiet 
in  investigating  anything  that  amounted  to 
anything.  Only  last  week  a  hearing  was  held 
before  the  Committee  on  Cities  of  the  Massachu- 
setts Legislature  on  a  bill  to  abolish  the  Finance 
Commission,  and  two  days  later,  in  spite  of  the 
fact  that  the  Mayor  of  Boston  has  had  a  repre- 
sentative down  there  for  the  last  two  and  one-half 
months  investigating  this  matter,  the  Finance 
Commission  came  out  with  this  report.  I  say  to 
Mr.  Goodwin,  investigate  the  port  of  Boston, 
investigate  executives  who  are  handling  millions 
of  dollars.  They  are  the  ones  who  should  be 
investigated,  not  throwing  out  smoke  screens  of 
this  sort  to  fool  the  voters.  There  is  not  an 
individual  here  who  does  not  know  how  hard 
conditions  are  today  for  people  who  are  looking 
to  receive  aid.  I  say  that  every  individual  who 
receives  aid  deserves  it,  and  I  say,  again,  that 
this  is  only  an  attempt  to  put  the  fear  of  God  into 
the  hearts  of  those  unfortunates  who  are  being 
helped,  so  that  they  will  not  go  down  there  to 
receive  aid.  Only  today  I  had  a  case  brought 
before  me  of  a  man  who  said  his  wife  had  been 
ill  in  the  hospital  for  five  weeks.  They  advised 
him  to  get  a  complete  rest.  He  was  being  paid  $10 
a  week,  and  the  only  place  he  could  go  for  rest 
was  to  his  mother's  house  in  New  York  City. 
He  went  down  to  the  Overseers  Friday  to  collect 
the  $10,  in  order  to  keep  his  household  together, 
and  the  visitor  there  told  him  he  was  liable  to  be 
arrested  for  larceny  from  the  City  of  Boston.  Mr. 
President,  that  is  the  only  reason  why  this  inves- 
tigation has  been  started — to  scare  individuals 
so  that  they  will  not  go  down  there.  Oh,  Mr. 
Goodwin,  why  don't  you  investigate  the  system 
by  which  they  have  changed  over  from  cash  to 
grocery  orders?  What  was  the  real  reason  for 
that?  Why  not  be  fair  in  the  matter,  and  why 
not  tell  us?  I  tell  you  that  the  First  National 
and  the  A.  &  P.  stores  have  an  immense  quantity 
of  goods  in  their  warehouses  that  they  cannot 
get  rid  of,  and  so  they  come  to  the  city  and  petition 
the  authorities  to  change  over  the  system.  Why? 
It  will  mean  three  millions  more  in  their  pockets 
every  year  from  the  City  of  Boston.  There 
hasn't  been  any  question  in  our  mind  previously 
about  the  grocery  order  situation.  We  have 
debated  it  here  time  and  time  again.  It  costs 
the  city  the  same  amount  of  money,  and  why 
should  we  give  to  the  A.  &  P.  and  the  National 
this  immense  sum,  having  it  go  to  people  who  do 
not  even  reside  in  Boston?  What  do  the  inves- 
tigators of  the  Finance  Commission  say?  "We 
go  into  houses  and  we  find  that  they  have  a  radio 


there  that  they  are  paying  $1  a  week  on."  Why, 
isn't  that  just  too  bad!  In  their  good  old  days, 
they  bought  a  radio  that  probably  cost  $100 
and  suddenly  they  are  deprived  of  work.  Per- 
haps $75  has  been  paid  on  it.  What  are  they 
going  to  do?  Lose  the  radio?  Of  course  not. 
The  same  thing  applies  to  a  man  or  woman  who 
owns  a  house.  We  know  that  real  estate  has 
gone  down,  and  I  say  that  in  many  cases  the  man 
or  woman  who  owns  a  house  is  as  bad  off  or  worse 
than  a  tenant.  In  many  cases  they  are  worse 
than  those  wrho  do  not  have  a  house  on  their 
hands.  I  say  to  the  chairman  of  the  Finance 
Commission  that  he  has  no  right  to  come  out 
as  he  has,  that  the  charges  are  undeserved,  un- 
fair, a  contemptible  calumny  on  the  poor  people 
of  Boston.  He  should  make  his  campaign  against 
the  wealthy  element  and  not  against  these  poor 
unfortunate  people.  I  would  like  to  have  Mr. 
Goodwin  appear  here  next  Monday  with  a  list  of 
names  and  the  charges  he  has  against  them.  I 
say  there  may  be  some  isolated  cases  down  there, 
but  why  make  thieves  out  of  7,000  or  8,000  fami- 
lies on  account  of  fifty  or  one  hundred  such  cases? 
Mr.  Goodwin  says  that  25  per  cent  of  them  are 
racketeers.  I  doubt  your  statement,  Mr.  Good- 
win, very  much.  I  say  that  the  only  racketeers 
down  there  are  the  executives,  and  that  they 
should  be  held  responsible.  Oh,  yes,  there 
might  be  some  dummy  names  down  there,  but  the 
people  receiving  aid  are  not  responsible  for  those 
dummy  names.  I  say,  if  they  are  going  to  have 
an  investigation,  let  it  start  at  the  top  and  go  right 
through  the  executives  who  are  spending  millions 
and  millions.  I  reiterate  that  it  is  a  contemptible 
charge  that  Mr.  Goodwin  has  made  against  the 
people  of  Boston,  and  I  call  on  him  to  prove  it. 
And  if  he  cannot  prove  it,  the  Governor  of  Massa- 
husetts  should  remove  him  from  office. 

Coun.  WILSON — Mr.  President,  I  frequently 
find  myself  in  agreement  with  much  that  the 
councilor  from  Roxbury  says.  I  do  not  remember, 
after  the  long  talk,  just  how  the  order  read,  but  I 
would  doubt  the  advisability  of  this  body  of 
twenty-two  men  going  on  record  as  asking  the 
Mayor  of  Boston  to  do  something  we  are  power- 
less to  do,  namely,  to  put  a  stopwatch  on  the 
Finance  Commission  of  the  City  of  Boston,  giving 
them  a  dead  line  and  saying  that  by  2  p.  m.  next 
Monday  they  are  to  make  this  report,  and  asking 
them  to  do  something  else  that  we  are  powerless 
to  do,  namely,  to  produce  names  and  addresses. 
Therefore,  while  agreeing  with  much  that  the 
councilor  says  about  the  chain  store  racket, 
which  existed  for  some  years  under  a  previous  ad- 
ministration, I  think  an  excellent  place  for  future 
discussion  of  this  order  is  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee, and  I  move  that  reference. 

Coun.  FITZGERALD— Mr.  President,  we  have 
had  a  lot  of  talk  on  this  matter.  I  think  if  the 
members  of  the  Council  will  examine  section  23 
of  the  City  Charter  they  will  see  that  the  entire 
responsibility  is  on  the  shoulders  of  the  auditor. 
It  says:  "All  accounts  rendered  to  or  kept  in  the 
departments  of  the  city  of  Boston  or  county  of 
Suffolk  shall  be  subject  to  the  inspection  and  revi- 
sion of  the  city  auditor."  It  also  prescribes  the 
penalty  for  making  a  false  oath,  that  it  shall  be 
punishable  as  perjury.  I  believe  the  situation  is 
entirely  in  his  hands,  that  he  has  the  actual  control 
of  the  Welfare  Department,  as  well  as  Soldiers' 
Relief.  If  any  money  has  been  wrongfully  spent 
by  this  department  he  has  the  full  power.  There 
is  no  need  of  going  into  these  details  or  into  any 
further  investigations,  the  power  is  there.  I  do 
not  agree  with  Councilor  Dowd.  If,  as  I  see  in 
the  newspapers,  a  man  gave  an  address  in  the 
North  End  of  Boston,  the  section  of  the  city  I 
have  the  honor  to  represent,  and  was  found  there 
by  one  of  the  investigators  in  a  notorious  gambling 
joint,  with  a  gambling  game  in  progress,  some  one 
is  to  blame.  If  they  have  made  that  investigation 
and  have  turned  up  that  situation,  they  deserve 
some  commendation,  because  that  sort  of  thing  is 
absolutely  wrong  and  some  one  should  be  brought 
to  account  for  it.  It  has  also  been  rumored 
around  in  different  circles  that  men  who  are  draw- 
ing salaries  as  employees  of  the  City  of  Boston 
have  been  receiving  some  of  this  money.  If  that 
is  so,  the  Council  ought  to  know  it,  and  the  people 
of  the  city  should  know  it.  There  are  hundreds  of 
people  who  are  too  proud  to  go  there  and  ask  for 
assistance.  In  former  days  it  was  the  last  resort 
for  any  person  to  go  to  the  city  to  obtain  aid. 
They  tried  everything  else,  went  to  their  relatives 
and  friends,  and  waited  until  starvation  actually 
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visited  their  door  before  they  would  go  to  the  city. 
Today  the  wheel  has  turned,  and  that  is  the  first 
place  they  go  to.  As  I  have  stated  at  previous 
meetings,  we  cannot  turn  money  out  by  printing 
presses,  and  if  there  are  additional  millions  to  be 
Bpent,  real  estate  must  bear  the  burden.  Real 
estate  is  already  tremendously  overburdened,  Mr. 
President.  If  a  man  has  a  three-family  house  and 
lets  two  of  the  apartments,  while  he  may  be  per- 
manently employed,  his  tenants  may  move  out,  he 
still  has  his  taxes  to  pay,  and  he  has  to  pay  on  his 
mortgage,  either  the  savings  bank  or  the  coopera- 
tive bank,  and  under  the  law  he  has  no  protection. 
This  sort  of  thing,  putting  everything  on  the  real 
estate  owner,  has  got  to  stop  sooner  or  later. 
Something  must  be  done.  I  do  not  agree  with 
Councilor  Wilson  in  regard  to  this  order.  I  say 
that  this  matter  is  in  the  power  of  the  auditor, 
that  he  can  correct  the  difficulty.  When  the  city 
charter  was  amended,  the  power  was  put  into  the 
hands  of  the  City  Auditor;  and  I  have  a  copy  of  a 
bill  introduced  at  about  that  time,  also,  to  have  a 
city  comptroller.  That  is  what  we  have  got  to 
come  to  in  this  city,  a  comptroller,  a  man  who  will 
be  elected  by  and  responsible  to  the  citizens,  a 
man  whose  duty  it  will  be  to  guard  the  funds  of 
the  city,  not  being  amenable  to  the  Mayor  or  to 
the  City  Council  but  responsible  directly  to  the 
people.  They  have  fought  against  that  proposi- 
tion in  the  past,  but  it  has  got  to  come  sooner  or 
later.  This  section  23  of  the  amended  city  charter, 
which  I  have  quoted,  came  out  of  the  movement 
at  that  time  to  have  a  city  comptroller  and  it  was 
then  put  up  to  the  auditor,  as  an  honest  and  fearless 
man  who  understood  the  responsibilities  of  his 
job.  He  has  this  power,  and  he  can  force  them  to 
follow  his  dictates.  He  is  all-powerful  in  the 
matter,  and  the  Mayor  or  the  trustees  have  not 
got  the  power  he  has  under  that  act.  He  can 
move  in  the  matter  and  bring  these  people  to  time. 

Coun.  DOWD — Mr.  President,  I  am  not  ques- 
tioning in  any  way  the  authority  of  the  City 
Auditor,  but  I  am  raising  the  question  I  have 
raised  because  of  the  fact  that  a  serious  charge 
has  been  made  against  7,000  or  8,000  families  in 
the  City  of  Boston.  I  say  that  the  charges  are 
absolutely  unfounded,  and  we  certainly  have  a 
right  to  know  whether  they  are  or  not,  because, 
after  all,  we,  the  City  Councilors,  represent  the 
people  of  the  City  of  Boston.  In  reference  to 
Councilor  Fitzgerald's  remark  about  a  gentleman 
going  into  the  gambling  house,  I  don't  know 
whether  that  is  so  or  not,  but  I  would  like  to  find 
out.  Certainly,  there  should  be  no  real  objection 
to  the  chairman  of  the  Finance  Commission,  who 
has  made  these  charges,  appearing  before  the  City 
Council  and  substantiating  them.  In  reference  to 
Councilor  Wilson's  motion  to  send  this  to  the 
Executive  Committee,  I  think  that  there  are  too 
many  orders  sent  into  executive  session.  I  think 
the  place  to  debate  these  things  is  right  here  on  the 
floor,  where  every  member  can  have  his  say  on  the 
matter. 

Coun.  NORTON— Mr.  President,  I  am  inclined 
to  agree  with  the  report  that  has  been  issued  by 
the  head  of  the  Finance  Commission.  I  am 
inclined  to  agree  that  they  did  perhaps  find  some 
fellow  who  gave  an  address  at  a  gambling  joint 
and  went  down  there.  I  am  inclined  to  agree 
with  the  Welfare  Department  that  a  larger  num- 
ber of  people  than  ever  are  having  to  depend  on 
the  city  for  something  to  eat  and  for  a  roof  over 
their  heads,  and  that  the  department  is  practically 
swamped.  I  am  inclined  to  think  that  we  could 
go  down  there  this  afternoon,  as  a  result,  and 
find  half  a  dozen  unworthy  cases,  which  would 
give  us  headlines  for  the  morning  papers.  But 
that  is  so  in  every  worthy  effort,  Mr.  President. 
For  every  person  who  gives  such  an  address  as 
one  of  these  men  gave,  and  for  every  bootlegger 
case,  you  will  find  ninety-nine  cases  that  are 
absolutely  legitimate.  I  agree  with  my  col- 
league from  Roxbury  when  he  speaks  of  the  smoke 
screen  and  the  terrorizing  or  jeopardizing  of  those 
who  are  seeking  aid  of  the  city  to  keep  them  from 
starvation.  No  doubt  there  are  departments  to 
whom  we  might  say,  "You  have  too  many  on 
your  pay  roll,  and  some  are  not  entitled  to  it." 
Undoubtedly  many  on  the  rolls  are  not  entitled 
to  it,  but  you  find  the  same  thing  in  many  cities 
in  the  United  States  today.  And  there  is  no  doubt 
that  these  investigators  are  swamped.  I  know 
that  that  is  so  in  the  Ward  18  section.  There 
should  be  more  men  on  the  job,  so  that  there 
would  not  be  so  much  for  each  to  do.  Where 
a   man    has   to  investigate   four   hundred   or   five 


hundred  applications  in  a  week,  he  is  driven  to 
nervous  prostration  trying  to  do  his  job.  The 
city  has  called  on  welfare  representatives  of 
different  organizations  to  contribute  their  services 
to  help  out.  I  would  like,  in  accordance  with 
the  slogan  of  putting  men  at  work,  to  see  the  Mayor 
of  Boston  take  action  looking  to  putting  more 
men  on  this  work,  on  which  certainly  more  are 
needed.  Our  Welfare  Department  is  very  greatly 
overworked,  in  these  times.  Of  course,  they  slip 
up  on  some  of  the  cases.  That  is  to  be  expected, 
under  the  circumstances.  But  an  effort  should 
be  made,  as  far  as  possible,  not  to  make  these 
people  who  have  to  seek  aid  feel  that  they  are 
themselves  criminals.  It  is  a  hard  situation  to 
put  them  in.  I  am  inclined  to  believe  that  there 
are  less  than  fifty  of  these  questionable  cases. 
Perhaps  you  can  turn  up  five  hundred  of  them,  I 
don't  know.  But  from  the  talk  you  sometimes 
hear  you  would  think  that  the  average  automobile 
driver  is  at  times  a  drunken  driver,  when  as  a 
matter  of  fact  not  one  in  a  thousand  is  a  drunken 
driver.  But  the  nine  hundred  and  ninety-nine  do 
not  appear  in  the  headlines.  And  so  I  do  not 
believe  that  one  in  one  hundred  of  these  people 
who  have  asked  for  relief  have  given  false  state- 
ments. I  would  ask  my  colleague  from  Roxbury 
if  he  would  be  willing,  through  the  Chair,  to 
amend  the  order  so  as  to  read  that  the  Welfare 
Department  shall  be  asked  to  bring  in  the  list 
of  these  eases  that  they  have  turned  up,  since  it 
has  been  brought  out  that  we  have  no  authority 
to  call  on  the  chairman  of  the  Finance  Commission. 

Coun.  DOWD— Mr.  President,  I  still  feel,  while 
we  probably  do  not  have  authority  over  the  chair- 
man of  the  Finance  Commission,  that  he  owes  a 
duty  to  the  City  Council  of  complying  with  our 
request. 

Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 


WARD   1    IMPROVEMENTS. 

Coun.  DONOVAN  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  sixty  thousand  dollars 
be,  and  the  same  hereby  is,  appropriated,  to  be 
expended  under  the  direction  of  the  Park  Conr- 
mission  for  the  purpose  of  erecting  a  retention 
wall  along  city  property  on  East  Eagle  street, 
Ward  1,  from  Glendon  street  to  the  city  yards;  also 
for  the  erection  of  a  locker  building  and  the 
establishment  of  a  children's  playground  at  the 
further  extremity  of  the  existing  playground. 

Coun.  DONOVAN — Mr.  President,  some  eight 
or  nine  years  ago,  in  the  Mayor's  former  adminis- 
tration, there  was  a  transfer  of  property  in  East 
Boston  between  the  School  Committee  and  the 
Public  Works  Department.  At  that  time  we  sold 
an  existing  playground  to  the  School  Committee 
for  schoolhouse  purposes,  and  we  purchased  what 
is  now  known  as  the  Eagle  Hill  Playground. 
During  the  last  nine  years  we  have  been  fighting 
for  a  retention  wall  along  Eagle  street,  from 
Glendon  street  to  the  city  yards,  and  also  for  the 
erection  of  a  locker  building  and  the  establish- 
ment of  a  children's  playground  at  the  farther 
extremity  of  the  existing  playground.  But,  in 
spite  of  the  fact  that  I  have  introduced  orders 
calling  the  attention  of  the  Public  Works  Depart- 
ment to  the  situation,  to  the  fact  that  there  is  a 
constant  menace  because  of  the  lack  of  a  retention 
wall,  nevertheless,  nothing  has  been  done.  So  I 
wish  to  say  on  the  floor  of  the  Council  today  that 
I  refuse  to  accept  responsibility  for  any  existing 
menace  there  at  the  Eagle  Street  Playground. 
During  the  past  five  or  six  years  they  have  con- 
tinually snored  up  the  fence.  There  has  been 
trouble  and  threatened  trouble  all  the  time. 
There  is  a  question  whether  it  comes  under  the 
Public  Works  or  the  Park  Department.  At 
this  time  of  year  frequently  crowds  of  five  hundred 
or  more  people  collect  there  to  witness  baseball 
and  various  sports,  and  there  is  no  entrance  to  the 
bleachers  from  the  street.  Certainly  something 
should  be  done  to  protect  and  to  convenience  the 
people  of  East  Boston;  something  should  be  done 
to  prevent  a  catastrophe  taking  place  in  that 
section  of  our  city. 

The  order  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Finance, 


EAGLE    HILL   PLAYGROUND. 

Coun.  DONOVAN  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Public  Works  Commissioner 
be   requested,   through   his  Honor  the   Mayor,   to 
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remove  the  gasolene  and  oil  shed,  also  the  building 
that  houses  the  steam  roller,  from  the  Eagle  Hill 
Playground  to  the  city  yard  adjoining. 
Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


PAYMENT  TO  JAMES  S.  CAVERLY. 

Coun.  ENGLERT  offered  the  following: 
Resolved,  That  the  City  Council  of  Boston 
hereby  approves  the  enactment  of  legislation  to 
authorize  the  payment  of  a  sum  of  money  to 
James  S.  Caverly  on  account  of  injuries  to  his 
daughter,  Guenivere  Caverly,  at  the  Lewis  School 
on  October  6,  1925. 
Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


AUTOMATIC   TRAFFIC   SIGNALS, 
WARD  16. 

Coun.  FISH  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Boston  Traffic  Commission 
be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to 
install  automatic  traffic  control  signals  at  the 
intersections  of  Old  Colony  Boulevard  and  Tol- 
man,  Redfield  and  Conley  streets,  Ward  16. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


PROPOSED   REINSTATEMENT   OF 
JAMES  D.  PHILLIPS. 

Coun.  GALLAGHER  offered  the  following: 
Resolved,  That  the  Boston  City  Council  favors 
the  enactment  of  legislation  authorizing  the  rein- 
statement of  James  D.  Phillips  as  a  police  officer 
of  the  City  of  Boston. 
Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


REPAVING    OF   CITY   SQUARE. 

Coun.  GREEN  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,    That    the    Commissioner    of    Public 
Works  be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor, 
to  repave  City  square  with   bitulithic  pavement. 
Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


CLARENDON   PARK,  WARD  18. 

Coun.  NORTON  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,    That   the   Board    of    Street   Commis- 
sioners be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor, 
to  accept  and  lay  out  Clarendon  park,  Ward   18, 
as  a  public  highway. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


RECESS. 

The  Council  voted  at  3.06  p.  m.,  on  motion  of 
Coun.  RUBY,  to  take  a  recess  subject  to  the  call 
of  the  Chair.  The  members  reassembled  in  the 
Council  Chamber  and  were  called  to  order  bv 
President  McGRATH  at  5.06  p.  m. 


EXECUTIVE   COMMITTEE   REPORTS. 
Coun.  GALLAGHER,  for  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee, submitted  the  following: 

1.  Report  on  message  of  Mayor  and  order 
(referred  today)  appropriating  $200,000  for  Sol- 
diers' Relief  Department — that  same  ought  to 
pass. 

Report  accepted;  said  order  passed,  yeas  21, 
nays  0. 

2.  Report  on  petition  (referred  today)  for  chil- 
dren under  fifteen  years  of  age  to  appear  at  places 
of  public  amusement,  viz.: 

Marion  T.  Hiltz,  Vine  Street  Municipal  Build- 
ing, May  14, — that  permit  be  granted. 

Report  accepted;  leave  granted  on  usual  con- 
ditions. 

3.  Report  on  message  of  Mayor  and  order 
(referred  December  22  and  March  2)  for  Classi- 
fication and  Compensation  Plan  for  Suffolk  County 
Employees  —  recommending  passage  of  the  order 
as  amended. 


Ordered,  That  under  the  provisions  of  chapter 
400  of  the  Acts  of  1930,  the  Classification  and  Com- 
pensation Plans  for  the  officers  and  employees  of 
Suffolk  County,  together  with  the  rules  for  admin- 
istering said  plans,  as  proposed  by  the  Budget 
Commissioner,  and  set  forth  in  Schedule  A,  B  and 
C  of  a  booklet  entitled  "A  Proposal  for  the  Classi- 
fication and  Compensation  of  Employees  of  Suffolk 
County"  be,  and  the  same  hereby  are,  established 
with  the  following  additions,  modifications  and 
changes: 

Schedule  A. 

1 .  On  page  10,  strike  out  under  "Assistant  Clerk 
of  Court"  the  suggested  "Duties  statement"  and 
the  proposed  "Range  of  Compensation"  and  insert 
in  their  stead  the  following: 

Duties:  Under  general  direction,  to  act  as 
clerk  in  a  session  of  a  court  upon  assignment  and 
to  keep  a  record  of  its  proceedings;  to  make  tabular 
reports  of  the  work  of  the  court;  to  advise  with 
counsel,  litigants  and  the  public  relative  to  court 
practises,  procedure  and  the  status  of  cases;  and  to 
perform  other  related  work. 

Range  of  Compensation:  Annual  $3,300-$3,600- 
$3,900-$4,200-$4,500-$4,800. 

2.  On  page  15,  under  "Chief  Clerk"  in  the  pro- 
posed "Range  of  Compensation"  add,  at  the  end, 
the  following  additional  steps:  $3,100-$3,200- 
$3,300. 

3.  On  page  16,  under  "Chief  Marine  Engineer" 
in  the  proposed  "Range  of  Compensation"  add,  at 
the  end,  the  following  additional  steps:  $52-$54- 
$55. 

4.  On  page  18,  under  "Clerk"  in  the  proposed 
"Range  of  Compensation"  add,  at  the  end,  the 
following  additional  steps:     $1,700-$1,800. 

5.  On  page  20,  under  "Court  Officer,"  in  the 
proposed  "Range  of  Compensation"  incorporate 
the  following: 

a.  Superior  Court,  insert,  at  the  beginning, 
$2,200. 

b.  In  the  designation  "  Municipal  Criminal 
Court"  strike  out  the  word  "Criminal"  and  in  the 
"Range  of  Compensation"  insert,  at  the  beginning, 
$2,200,  and,  at  the  end,  the  following  additional 
steps:  $2,600-$2,700. 

c.  In  the  designation  "Municipal  Civil  and  Dis- 
trict Court"  strike  out  the  words  "Muricipal 
Civil  and"  and  at  the  end  of  the  "Range  of  Com- 
pensation" insert  the  following  additional  steps: 
$2,300-$2,400-$2,500. 

6.  On  page  22,  under  "Deck  Hand"  in  the  pro- 
posed "Range  of  Compensation"  strike  out  the 
word  "flat"  and  insert,  at  the  end,  the  following 
additional  steps:  $33-$35. 

7.  On  page  24,  under  "Elevator  Operator"  in 
the  proposed  "Range  of  Compensation"  insert,  at 
the  end,  the  following  additional  steps:  $34-$35. 

8.  On  page  25,  insert  in  its  proper  alphabetical 
sequence  the  following: 

Title  of  Class:    First  Assistant  Clerk  of  Court. 

Duties:  Under  general  direction,  to  assist  in 
planning,  directing  and  supervising  the  issuance, 
recording,  docketing  and  indexing  of  legal  process; 
to  act  as  clerk  in  a  session  of  a  court  upon  assign- 
ment and  to  keep  a  record  of  its  proceedings;  to 
make  tabular  reports  of  the  work  of  the  court;  to 
advise  with  counsel,  litigants  and  the  public  relative 
to  court  practises,  procedure  and  the  status  ot 
cases;  and  to  perform  other  related  work. 

Range  of  .Compensation:  Annual,  $4,500-$!, 800- 
$5,100-$5,400. 

9.  On  page  27,  under  "Interpreter"  in  the 
proposed  "Range  of  Compensation."  under  the 
designation  "Superior  Courts  and  Municipal 
Courts,"  add,  at  the  end,  the  following  additional 
steps:  $2,7O0-$2,9OO-$3,O00. 

10.  On  page  32,  under  "  Messenger  and  Clerical 
Assistant"  in  the  proposed  "Range  of  Compensa- 
tion" add,  at  the  end,  the  following  additional 
steps:  $3,200-$3,400-$3,500. 

11.  On  page  34,  under  "Principal  Clerk"  in  the 
proposed  "Range  of  Compensation"  incorporate 
the  following: 

a.  Grade  A,  insert,  at  the  end,  the  following 
additional  steps:  $2,600-$2,700-$2,800. 

b.  Grade  B,  insert,  at  the  end,  the  following 
additional  steps:  $2,300-$2,400-$2,500. 

12.  On  page  29,  under  "Marine  Engineer" 
in  the  proposed  "Range  of  Compensation"  add, 
at  the  end,  the  following  additional  steps:  $46-$48. 

13.  On  page  36,  under  "School  Teacher"  in 
the  proposed  "Range  of  Compensation"  strike 
out  $1,000  and  insert  in  its  place  $1,300. 
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14.  On  page  38,  under  "Senior  Clerk"  in  the 
proposed  "Range  of  Compensation"  incorporate 
the  following: 

a.  Grade  A,  insert,  at  the  end,  the  following 
additional  steps:  $2,100-$2,200-$2,300. 


b.  Grade  B,  /nsert,  at  the  end,  the  following 
additional  steps:  $1,900-$2,000-$2,100-$2,200. 

15.  On  page  41,  under  "Watchman"  in  the 
proposed  "Range  of  Compensation"  insert,  at  the 
end,  the  following  additional  steps:  $34-$35. 


Schedule  B. 

1.  Strike  out  in  the  "Minimum"  and  "Maximum"  columns  the  amounts  appearing  opposite  the 
positions  listed  in  the  following  table  and,  in  their  place,  insert  the  amounts  appearing  in  the  respective 
columns  in  the  following  schedule: 

Position.  Minimum.  Maximum. 

Chief  Clerk $2,600  00  $3,300  00 

Chief  Marine  Engineer 48  00  a  week.  55  00  a  week. 

Clerk 1,000  00  1,800  00 

Court  Officer,  Superior  Court 2,200  00  2,700  00 

Court  Officer,  Municipal  Court 2,200  00  2,700  00 

Court  Officer,  District  Court 1,800  00  2,500  00 

Deck  Hand 31  50  a  week.  35  00  a  week. 

Elevator  Operator 30  00  a  week.  35  00  a  week. 

Interpreter,  Superior  and  Municipal  Courts 2,100  00  3,000  00 

Marine  Engineer 45  00  a  week.  48  00  a  week. 

Messenger  and  Clerical  Assistant 2,600  00  3,500  00 

Principal  Clerk,  Grade  A ■ 2,100  00  2,800  00 

Principal  Clerk,  Grade  B 1,800  00  2,500  00 

School  Teacher Not  to  exceed  1,300  00 

Senior  Clerk,  Grade  A 1,700  00  2,300  00 

Senior  Clerk,  Grade  B 1,200  00  2,200  00 

Watchman 30  00  a  week.  35  00  a  week. 

2.  On  page  43,  strike  out  "Grades  A,  B  and  C"  under  "Assistant  Clerk  of  Court"  and  the  minima 
and  maxima  pertaining  to  these  grades  and  insert  the  following: 

Position.  Minimum.  Maximum. 

Assistant  Clerk  of  Court $3,300  00  $4,800  00 

3.  At  the  top  of  page  45,  insert  the  following: 

Position.  Minimum.  Maximum. 

First  Assistant  Clerk  of  Court $4,500  00  $5,400  00 


Schedule  C. 

1.  In  Clause  A,  Rule  10,  in  the  third  line,  place 
a  period  after  the  word  "minimum"  and  strike 
out  the  balance  of  the  clause.  Also  strike  out,  in 
the  second  line,  the  second  last  word  "may" 
and  insert  in  its  place  "shall." 

2.  Under  Rule  11,  add  the  following  new 
section : 

"Any  employee,  aggrieved  because  of  the 
failure  of  any  department  head  to  recommend  that 
the  employee  has  attained  and  maintained  a 
suitable  standard  of  efficiency,  shall  have  a  right 
of  appeal  to  the  Mayor,  in  order  to  establish  that 
the  employee  has  attained  and  maintained  that 
standard  of  efficiency  which  would  entitle  him  to 
advancement,  and  the  action  of  the  Mayor  in 
relation  thereto  shall  be  final." 

The  question  came  on  the  acceptance  of  the 
report. 

Coun.  WILSON — Mr.  President,  I  do  not  wish 
to  take  up  too  much  time  of  the  Council,  but  I 
imagine  there  are  others  in  common  with  myself 
who  desire  our  position  made  very  clear  on  this 
particular  matter,  upon  which  former  City 
Councilor  Parkman  and  his  legislative  committee 
spent  five  months,  upon  which  the  Budget  Com- 
missioner and  his  assistants  spent  five  or  six 
months,  and  a  matter  which  has  been  before  this 
body  since  December  22  of  last  year.  There 
have  been  intimations  that  his  Honor  the  Mayor 
may  veto  this  either  with  or  without  changes. 
So  far  as  I  am  concerned,  I  feel  that  the  Council, 
after  public  hearings  and  after  real  consideration 
of  the  matter,  has  attempted  to  do  the  best 
job  possible.  The  proposed  classification  of 
Suffolk  County  Groups  and  Positions  with 
suggested  minimum  and  maximum  grading 
has,  of  course,  proved  to  be  a  rather  involved 
and  detailed  document.  The  highest  credit 
is  due  not  only  to  the  Special  Legislative  Com- 
mittee, which  spent  some  five  months  in  the 
work  of  classification  and  compensation,  but  also 
due  to  the  Budget  Commissioner  of  the  City  of 
Boston,  to  whom  was  assigned  the  arduous  and 
unpleasant  duty  of  actual  classification  in  Suffolk 
County,  and  who  also  spent  almost  five  months  in 
his  task.  Two  things  should  be  distinctly  borne  in 
mind  incidental  to  our  action  with  reference  to  the 
proposed  classification.  In  the  first  place  the  plan 
was  conceived  to  eliminate  the  annual  drive  on  the 
Legislature  for  various  raises  and  changes  in 
classification  in  every  county  in  the  state  and  to 
place    the    responsibility    more    nearly    where    it 


belongs,  namely,  with  the  local  County  Com- 
missioners elected  by  the  local  elements  which 
must,  in  the  final  analysis,  pay  the  salary  bill. 
For  this  reason  it  is  to  be  assumed  that  the  present 
classification,  once  it  is  determined,  will  remain  a 
fixed  and  definite  basis  for  many  years  to  come. 
That  being  so  the  City  Council  should  not  lightly 
dispose  of  its  responsibility,  but  remember  that  the 
entire  matter  once  acted  upon  will  remain  fixed  for 
a  substantial  period  of  time.  In  the  second  place, 
whatever  may  be  the  popular  conception  of  the 
plan  and  whatever  may  be  the  conception  ap- 
parently rather  current  among  many  county 
employees,  nevertheless,  the  adoption  of  the 
present  classification,  even  with  increased  maxi- 
mum salaries,  need  not  and  should  not  necessarily 
mean  a  budget  too  substantially  increased  for  the 
current  year.  The  maximum  figures  set  merely 
fix  that  final  salary  which  a  county  employee  in  a 
particular  class  may  some  day  expect  to  obtain  after 
proper  attention  to  duty,  sufficient  years  of  service 
and  increased  efficiency.  There  should  logically  be 
a  rather  wide  Bpread  between  that  minimum  salary 
which  a  new  incumbent  in  any  of  these  positions 
should  receive,  and  the  maximum  towards  which  a 
man  or  woman  may  approach  incident  to  continued 
years  of  faithful,  improved  and  efficient  service. 
There  is  one  point  I  wish  to  make  in  closing,  and  I 
wish  to  have  it  a  matter  of  record,  incident  to  my 
vote  on  this  important  matter.  Let  it  not  be  said 
that  the  City  Council  of  the  City  of  Boston  have 
increased  by  one  dime  a  single  county  salary  this 
year.  Whatever  the  popular  exception  may  be, 
whatever  stories  the  newspapers  may  carry,  it 
cannot  be  said  that  we  by  our  action  today  have 
increased  county  salaries  one  dime  for  the  year 
1931.  I  say  this  advisedly.  By  this  plan  we  are 
merely  adopting  a  classification  that  means  certain 
maximums  over  a  period  of.  years.  The  repre- 
sentatives of  the  Suffolk  County  Courts,  the 
Superior  Court,  the  Boston  Municipal  Court  and 
other  departments  must  come  down  next  year  and 
in  the  next  ten  years,  the  same  as  they  have  this 
year,  with  their  proposed  budgets  which  can  be 
cut  by  the  Mayor  and  the  Budget  Commissioner, 
and  can,  in  turn,  be  cut  by  this  Council.  So  I 
think  it  should  appear  as  a  plain  matter  of  record, 
whatever  may  be  the  disposition  of  this  particular 
order — and  I  agree  with  the  councilor  from  West 
Roxbury  (Coun.  Cox)  that  the  Mayor  has  no 
authority  to  veto  or  change  it — we  have  not  raised 
a  single  salary  in  Suffolk  County  one  dime  for 
the  current  year. 


131 


CITY    COUNCIL. 


The  report  was  accepted  and  the  order  as 
amended,  as  reported  by  the  committee,  was  passed. 

4.  Report  on  order  (referred  today)  that  the 
Finance  Commission  furnish  the  Council  not  later 
than  2  p.  m.,  April  6,  list  of  names  and  addresses 
of  all  persons  alleged  by  the  investigators  of  said 
commission  to  be  receiving  aid  illegally  from 
Overseers  of  Public  Welfare — that  same  ought  not 
to  pass. 

Report  accepted;  said  order  rejected. 


COMMITTEE   ON   APPROPRIATIONS 
REPORT. 

Coun.  CURTIS,  for  the  Committee  on  Appro- 
priations, submitted  the  following: 

1.  Report  on  message  of  Mayor  and  order 
(referred  March  9)  that  sum  of  &14,000  be  appro- 
priated, to  be  expended  by  Superintendent  of 
Public  Buildings,  under  direction  of  Mayor,  for 
radiotone  photos  of  citizens  of  Boston  who  died 
during  the  World  War — that  same  ought  to  pass. 

The  report  was  accepted  and  the  question  came 
on  the  passage  of  the  order. 

Coun.  NORTON — Mr.  President,  of  course  we 
are  all  very  much  interested  in  doing  everything 
possible  to  show  honor  to  those  who  have  given 
their  lives  for  their  country.  In  this  particular 
case  we  are  asked  to  pass  an  order  to  buy  a  certain 
type  of  picture  that  will  be  placed  in  certain  public 
buildings.  The  chairman  of  this  particular  com- 
mittee, himself  an  honored  soldier  of  America  in 
the  World  War,  and  who  almost  gave  his  life  for 
his  country,  comes  out  against  this  order  at  this 
time.  It  would  seem  that  this  year,  when  we  have 
so  many  veterans  who  need  something  to  eat, 
such  an  expenditure  as  is  here  proposed  is  ill- 
advised,  to  say  the  least. 

The  order  was  passed,  yeas  16,  nays  4: 

Yeas — Coun.  Bush,  Cox,  Donovan, 
Englert,  Fitzgerald,  Gallagher,  Green 
Lynch,  Mahoney,  McGrath,  Murray, 
Ruby,  Wilson — 16. 

Nays — Coun.  Arnold,  Curtis,  Kelly,  Norton 


Dowd, 

Hein, 

Power, 

4. 


REPORT     OF     COMMITTEE     ON     JITNEY 
LICENSES. 

.  Coun.  MURRAY,  for  the  Committee  on  Jitney 
Licenses,  submitted  the  following: 

1.  Report  on  petition  of  the  Boston  Elevated 
Railway  Company  (referred  March  30)  for  license 
to  operate  motor  vehicles  from  junction  of  Tremont 
street  and  Huntington  avenue  to  junction  of 
Clarendon  and  Stuart  streets — that  leave  be 
granted. 

Report  accepted;  said  license  granted. 


LEASES  TO  VETERAN  ORGANIZATIONS. 

Coun.  DONOVAN  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Public 
Buildings  be,  and  he  hereby  is,  authorized,  in  the 
name  and  behalf  of  the  City  of  Boston,  with  the 
approval  of  the  Mayor  of  the  City  of  Boston,  and 
in  form  satisfactory  to  the  Law  Department  of  the 
City  of  Boston,  to  lease  for  post  and  camp  head- 


quarters to  the  following-named  veteran  organi- 
zations for  the  term  of  five  years,  at  an  annual 
rental  of  one  dollar  a  year,  the  following  described 
premises  with  the  right  to  cancel  any  lease  of  said 
premises  by  giving  thirty  days'  notice  in  writing  of 
its  intention  so  to  do,  namely: 

Three  rooms  on  first  floor  of  the  Roxbury  Court- 
house, known  as  William  H.  Olin  Hall,  to  Thomas 
G.  Stevenson  Post  26,  G.  A.  R. 

Building  known  as  Thomas  Street  Schoolhouse, 
Jamaica  Plain,  to  Boston  Post  200,  G.  A.  R. 

Building  known  as  Smith  Schoolhouse,  Joy 
street,  to  Robert  G.  Bell  Post  20,  G.  A.  R. 

Upper  hall  of  building  known  as  Old  Town  HaD, 
Brighton,  to  Francis  Washburn  Post  92,  G.  A.  R. 

Upper  hall,  third  floor  of  building  known  as  Old 
Franklin  Schoolhouse,  1151  Washington  street, 
Boston,  to  Post  7,  G.  A.  R. 

Second  floor  of  building  known  as  Old  Franklin 
Schoolhouse,  1151  Washington  Street,  Boston,  to 
John  A.  Andrew  Post  15,  G.  A.  R. 

Rear  room  on  the  first  floor  of  the  Hyde  Park 
Municipal  Building.  Room  to  be  used  on  the  first, 
second,  third  and  fourth  Wednesday  of  each 
month,  to  Timothy  Ingraham  Post  121,  G.  A.  R. 

The  order  was  passed,  yeas  20,  nays  0. 


APPOINTMENT   OF   ADDITIONAL 
VISITORS. 

Coun.  FITZGERALD  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Overseers  of  Public  Welfare 
be  requested,   through  his  Honor  the   Mayor,   to 
appoint  twenty  additional  visitors  for  a  period  of 
sixty  days. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


REPAYING  OF  TAVERN  ROAD. 
Coun,  ARNOLD  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Gommissioner  of  Public 
Works  be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor, 
to  repave  with  smooth  paving  Tavern  road  (for- 
merly Mechanic  street),  Field  street,  and  Madison 
court,  Ward  4. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


CONFIRMATION   OF   EXECUTIVE 
APPOINTMENTS. 

President  McGRATH  called  up,  under  unfin- 
ished business,  No.  1  on  the  calendar,  viz.: 

1.  Action  on  appointments  submitted  by  the 
Mayor  March  23,  1931,  of  Russell  Lindahl.'John 
Toohey  and  Joseph  Connors,  to  be  Weighers  of 
Goods. 

Coun.  WILSON  also  called  up,  under  No.  4  on 
the  calendar,  under  unfinished  business,  the 
appointment  submitted  by  the  Mayor  March  2, 
1931,  of  Ray  Chenowith  as  constable. 

The  question  came  on  confirmation  of  the 
appointments  Committee,  Coun.  Green  and 
Gallagher.  Whole  number  of  ballots,  17,  yeas  17, 
and   the  appointments  were  confirmed. 


Adjourned,  on  motion  of  Coun.  KELLY,  at 
5.22  p.  m.,  to  meet  on  Monday,  April  6,  1931, 
at  2  p.  m. 


CITY   OP   B0STON 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceedings  of  City  Council. 


Monday,  April  6,  1931. 
Regular  meeting   of  the   City   Council  in   the 
Council  Chamber,   City  Hall,  at  2   p.  m.,  Presi- 
dent  McGRATH    in    the    chair.     Absent,    Coun. 
Curtis,  Gallagher  and  Lynch. 


JURORS   DRAWN. 
Jurors  were  drawn,  under  the  law,  in  the  pres- 
ence of  his  Honor  Mayor  Curley,  as  follows: 

Thirty-one  traverse  jurors,  Superior  Criminal 
Court,  First  Session,  to  appear  May  4,  1931: 

Edward  A.  Campbell,  Ward  1;  Edward  F. 
Creamer,  Ward  1;  John  J.  Butler,  Ward  2; 
Harry  J.  Johnson,  Ward  2;  Thomas  J.  Mor- 
rissey,  Ward  2;  James  J.  Murray,  Ward  2;  Ed- 
ward D.  Galloupe,  Ward  4;  Alfred  Francis 
Donovan,  Ward  5;  John  J.  Lee,  Ward  7;  Wil- 
liam J.  Ryan,  Ward  8;  Daniel  F.  Moriarty, 
Ward  10;  Charles  P.  White,  Ward  12;  Richard 
A.  Kelley,  Ward  13;  David  C.  Gordon,  Ward  14; 
Benjamin  Rabinovitz,  Ward  14;  Walter  F. 
Stenberg,  Ward  15;  Cornelius  F.  Fitzpatrick, 
Ward  16;  Arthur  J.  Kelly,  Ward  16;  John  J. 
Maguire,  Ward  16;  Carl  H.  L.  Bjorklund,  Ward  17; 
Thomas  H.  Darcy,  Ward  17;  Charles  H.  Martin- 
sen,  Ward  17;  David  H.  Foote,  Ward  18;  George 
A.  Herinton,  Ward  18;  John  S.  Ramos,  Ward  18; 
Lloyd  D.  Wyman,  Ward  18;  Alfred  G.  Davis, 
Ward  19;  John  F.  Kindelan,  Ward  20;  Frank 
Armstrong,  Ward  21;  Clifford  M.  Phipps,  Ward 
21;  George  L.  Smith,  Ward  21. 

Eighteen  traverse  jurors,  Superior  Criminal 
Court,  Second  Session,  to  appear  May  11,  1931: 

Olof  A.  Wingard,  Ward  1;  Joseph  W.  Downs, 
Ward  2;  William  J.  Franey,  Ward  3;  John  J. 
O'Mara,  Ward  10;  Fred  W.  Beal,  Ward  11; 
John  J.  Delaney,  Ward  11;  Frank  R.  Jacobson, 
Ward  13;  Edward  B.  Maxwell,  Ward  13;  William 
J.  Murphy,  Ward  14;  Walter  F.  O'Donnell,  Ward 
17;  Frederick  L.  Hapworth,  Ward  18;  Robert  C. 
Mills,  Wad  18;  William  A.  M.  Bergquist,  Ward 
19;  Charles  M.  Callahan,  Ward  20;  William  F. 
Schroeder,  Ward  20;  Carl  A.  Anderson,  Ward  21; 
Harry  Falkson,  Ward  21;  William  A.  Kelly, 
Ward  22. 

Thirty-one  traverse  jurors,  Superior  Criminal 
Court,  Third  Session,  to  appear  May  11,  1931: 

Wilbur  L.  Halliday,  Ward  1;  Earl  B.  Kelly, 
Wardl;  CharleB  P.  Manilo,  Ward  1;  Howard  M. 
Ross,  Ward  1;  Edward  J.  Cook,  Ward  2;  Joseph 
Marto,  Ward  3;  George  B.  Henderson,  Ward  5; 
Henry  S.  Lancaster,  Ward  5;  Arthur  H.  Williams, 
Ward  5;  James  J.  Nugent,  Ward  6;  Frank  J. 
Gibbons,  Ward  8;  William  H.  Meehan,  Ward  9; 
Frederick  D.  Donovan,  Ward  10;  Patrick  J. 
Leonard,  Ward  11;  Thomas  H.  Curley,  Ward  13; 
Thomas  J.  Flaherty,  Ward  13;  Thomas  A.  Lyons, 
Ward  13;  William  A.  McCarthy,  Ward  13; 
Edward  P.  O'Connor,  Ward  13;  Lawrence  S. 
Kenney,  Jr.,  Ward  14;  Robert  H.  Libby,  Ward 
15;  Alexander  Stein,  Ward  15;  George  G.  Lang, 
Ward  16;  Edward  R.  Ellis,  Ward  17;  Warren  E. 
HoMridge,  Ward  18;  Frank  A.  Mason,  Ward  18; 
Michael  J.  Myers,  Ward  19;  Ernest  H.  Osgood, 
Ward  20;  George  Welch,  Ward  20;  John  O.  Mar- 
tin, Ward  21;   William  J.  Ryan,  Ward  22. 

Thirty-one  traverse  jurors,  Superior  Criminal 
Court,  Fourth  Session,  to  appear  May  4,  1931: 

John  J.  Dunn,  Ward  1;  Angelo  A.  Caruso, 
Ward  3;  Meyer  L.  Miller,  Ward  3;  George  F. 
Williams,  Ward  4;  John  J.  Cronin,  Ward  6; 
William  J.  Orchard,  Ward  6;  Joseph  H.  Don- 
oghue,  Ward  7;  John  L.  Robinson,  Ward  7; 
George  B.  Smithers,  Ward  7;  Michael  Neil 
O'Meara,  Ward  8;  Charles  H.  Whalen,  Ward  8; 
John  A.  Callahan,  Ward  9;  Edward  F.  Walsh, 
Ward  10;  Thomas  F.  Daley,  Ward  13;  Daniel 
J.  Gillis,  Ward  13;  John  Patrick  Sliney,  Ward  13; 
Jacob  Berman,   Ward  14;    Leo  .1.  O'Brien,  Ward 


14;  Louis  Tepley,  Ward  14;  Norman  S.  Morris, 
Ward  15;  John  F.  McDonald,  Ward  16;  Allen  J. 
Macdonald,  Ward  17;  David  S.  Reynolds,  Ward 
17;  John  H.  Burke,  Ward  18;  Linus  McDonald, 
Ward  18;  Walter  H.  Kuestenmacher,  Ward  19; 
John  H.  Flood,  Ward  20;  James  A.  Holt,  Ward 
20;  Stewart  A.  Colpitts,  Ward  21;  Warren  B. 
Chadbourne,  Ward  22;  Thomas  Montague, 
Ward  22. 

Thirty-one  traverse  jurors,  Superior  Criminal 
Court,  Fifth  Session,  to  appear  May  4,  1931: 

Peter  Joseph  Carey,  Ward  1 ;  David  Frank, 
Ward  1;  Thomas  Morris,  Ward  3;  Charles  J. 
Foley,  Ward  5;  William  Norris  Magoun,  Ward  5; 
John  W.  Watson,  Ward  5;  Marshall  J.  Cole, 
Ward  6;  William  A.  Doogue,  Ward  6;  Matthew 
D.  Flynn,  Ward  6;  Charles  F.  Holt,  Ward  6; 
Jeremiah  Keohane,  Ward  6;  Harry  C.  Hanson, 
•Ward  8;  Thomas  J.  Murphy,  Ward  8;  William 
F.  Kelly,  Ward  10;  William  Ginn,  Ward  11; 
Andrew  F.  Madden,  Ward  11;  Charles  H.  Gibbs, 
Ward  12;  Max  Hillson,  Ward  14;  Samuel  Leven- 
son,  Ward  14;  Morris  L.  Levy,  Ward  14;  John 
R.  Dearden,  Jr.,  Ward  1;  Maurice  L.  Carroll, 
Ward  16;  Edward  A.  Gaunt,  Ward  16;  William  B. 
Grinsell,  Ward  16;  Patrick  Donovan,  Ward  17; 
Frederick  D.  Meloy,  Ward  17;  Eugene  C.  Hussey, 
Ward  18;  John  F.  Leary,  Ward  18;  Raymond  H. 
Palmer,  Ward  20;  William  Underwood,  Ward  20; 
Magnus  I.  Miranda,  Ward  21. 

Tw-enty-eight  traverse  jurors,  Superior  Civil 
Court,  First  Session,  April  Sitting,  to  appear  May 
4,  1931: 

George  W.  Dower,  Ward  2;  Berthold  Brown, 
Ward  4;  James  McFarlane,  Ward  4;  John  E. 
McGonigle,  Ward  4;  William  Kelly,  Ward  6; 
Thomas  P.  Kelly,  Ward  6;  Hugh  C.  Crawford, 
Ward  7;  William  D.  Campbell,  Ward  9;  Thomas 
M.  Kelley,  Ward  10;  Thomas  J.  Kelley,  Ward  11; 
Joseph  F.  Mason,  Ward  13;  Thomas  F.  Moore, 
Ward  13;  Joseph  H.  Brody,  Ward  14;  John  F. 
Hanley,  Ward  16;  Michael  G.  Murphy,  Ward  16; 
Cyrus  K.  Small,  Ward  17;  George  J.  Baer,  Ward 
18;  James  Kelly,  Ward  19;  Daniel  W.  McKinnon, 
Ward  19;  William  L.  Nicoll,  Ward  19;  Frederick 
F.  Wholey,  Ward  19;  Henry  Woelber,  Ward  19; 
William  Dwyer,  Ward  20;  Charles  E.  Rodenhaven, 
Ward  20;  Gordon  R.  Shaw,  Ward  20;  Frederic  S. 
Haynes,  Ward  21;  James  B.  McAllister,  Ward  21; 
Thomas  F.  McMahon,  Ward  22. 

Twenty-seven  travers  jurors,  Superior  Civil 
Court,  Second  Session,  April  Sitting,  to  appear 
May  4,  1931: 

John  E.  P.  Cox,  Ward  1;  Thomas  McDonald, 
Ward  1;  William  W.  McGrath,  Ward  1;  Thomas 
O'Connor,  Ward  4;  John  H.  Powers,  Ward  6 
William  J.  Collins,  Ward  7;  Frank  W.  Deasy 
Ward  8;  Frank  W.  Sullivan,  Ward  8;  Edgar  N 
Barron,  Ward  11;  Walter  M.  Parsons,  Ward  11 
Charles  E.  Aldrich,  Jr.,  Ward  12;  Frank  Gfroerer, 
Ward  15;  Michael  Casey,  Ward  16;  Joseph  J 
McKeller,  Ward  16;  Charles  C.  Ford,  Ward  17. 
Thomas  J.  Carey,  Ward  18;  Frank  E.  Drews, 
Ward  18;  William  M.  Hunter,  Ward  18;  Arthur 
R.  Johnson,  Ward  18;  Francis  N.  McGeough, 
Ward  18;  Spencer  S.  Brofit,  Ward  18;  John  C. 
Albrecht,  Ward  19;  Arthur  S.  Higgins,  Ward  20; 
Carl  Holmcrans,  Ward  20;  William  E.  Grace, 
Ward  21;  James  F.  O'Hare,  Ward  22;  Herbert 
Paresky,  Ward  22. 

Twenty-(Six  traverse  jurors,  Superior  Civil 
Court,  Third  Session,  April  Sitting,  to  appear  May 

4,  1931: 

George  F.  Donahue,  Ward  1;  James  Daley, 
Ward  3;  John  C.  Ward,  Ward  3;  Charles  E.  Cotting, 
Jr.,  Ward  5;  James  J.  Storrow,  Jr.,  Ward  5;  John 
H.  Sullivan,  Ward  6;  John  J.  Twohig,  Ward  6; 
Joseph  Scarlato,  Ward  7;  Godfrey  M.  Larson, 
Ward  8;  Ernest  M.  Young,  Ward  9;  John  H. 
Schultz,  Ward  10;  Daniel  John  O'Sullivan,  Ward 
11;  John  J.  Dunderdale,  Ward  13;  Louis  Harris, 
Ward  14;  Harold  L.  Ritchie,  Ward  14;  John  D. 
McDonald,  Ward  15;  John  H.  Tirrell,  Ward  15; 
Frank  Callahan,  Ward  16;  Lucien  C.  Creber, 
Ward  16;  George  R.  Pugsley,  Ward  18;  John  K. 
Shea,  Ward  18:  Edwin  H.  Dorr,  Ward  19;  Charles 

5.  FoBter,  Ward  19;  Henry  .1.  Haas,  Ward  20; 
Louis  W.  York,  Ward  20;  John  C.  Powell,  Ward 
21. 
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Twenty-nine  traverse  jurors,  Superior  Civil 
Court,  Fourth  Session,  April  Sitting,  to  appear 
May  4,  1931: 

Joseph  Shapiro,  Ward  1;  James  C.  Bell,  Ward  4; 
John  Whitman,  Ward  5;  Harry  F.  Estabrook, 
Ward  5;  Arthur  J.  King,  Ward  6;  John  J.  Nolan, 
Ward  6;  David  J.  Ford,  Ward  7;  Jeremiah  L. 
McCarthy,  Ward  7;  Edward  R.  Gorman,  Ward  8; 
Robert  Kelly,  Ward  8;  Patrick  F.  Gallagher, 
Ward  9;  Maurice  J.  Bresnahan,  Ward  10;  John 
J.  Harrington,  Ward  10;  John  Bobula,  Ward  11; 
Clarence  J.  Hogeboom,  Ward  12;  James  F.  Mc- 
intosh, Ward  13;  Alphonsus  W.  Prendergast, 
Ward  14;  John  F.  Hoar,  Ward  15;  Walter  J. 
Kelley,  Ward  15;  George  H.  Mullen,  Ward  15; 
Louis  C.  Aspessi,  Ward  16;  Edward  M.  Fogarty, 
Ward  16;  William  J.  Kelly,  Ward  16;  Thomas  G. 
Pearson,  Ward  17;  William  W.  Moses,  Ward  18; 
Ernest  W.  G.  Bloomfield,  Ward  19;  Andrew  W. 
Tate,  Ward  19;  William  J.  Hill,  Ward  20;  D. 
PreBcott  Lowell,  Ward  21. 

Twenty-four  traverse  jurors,  Superior  Civil 
Court,  Fifth  Session,  April  Sitting,  to  appear 
May  4,  1931: 

John  E.  Benson,  Ward  1;  William  W.  Rymill, 
Ward  1;  Frederick  B.  Teed,  Ward  1;  Hugh 
Doherty,  Ward  2;  Timothy  J.  Murphy,  Ward  2; 
Howard  A.  Moulton,  Ward  5;  Alfred  Haughton, 
Ward  9;  David  J.  Lehan,  Ward  10;  Louis  Rich- 
mond, Ward  12;  James  W.  Hughes,  Ward  13; 
Thomas  E.  Goode,  Ward  14;  Joseph  Schwartz, 
Ward  14;  James  F.  Dunne,  Ward  16;  George  H. 
Hoyt,  Ward  16;  James  L.  Harvey,  Ward  17; 
William  H.  Marsters,  Ward  17;  Warren  J.  Daven- 
port, Ward  18;  Eli  V.  John,  Ward  18;  Francis  E. 
Kaveny,  Jr.,  Ward  18;  Edward  Malone,  Ward  19; 
Frank  M.  Miller,  Ward  19;  John  F.  Carey, 
Ward  20;  Horace  C.  Morse,  Ward  20;  William  J. 
Kelley,  Ward  21. 

Twenty-six  traverse  jurors,  Superior  Civil  Court, 
Sixth  Session,  April  Sitting,  to  appear  May  4, 
1931: 

Robert  CarroU,  Ward  1;  Karl  Goetz,  Ward  1; 
Michael  J.  Nazzaro,  Ward  1;  Manuel  Andrea, 
Ward  2;  Frank  H.  Gilman,  Ward  5;  Daniel  J. 
Rogers,  Ward  5;  William  E.  Donovan,  Ward  6: 
James  B.  Flynn,  Ward  7;  David  A.  Vanerin,  Ward 
7;  Henry  A.  Bowen,  Ward  8;  Frederick  J.  Dunn, 
Ward  8;  John  Fitzsimmons,  Ward  10;  Frederick 
G.  J.  Freck,  Jr.,  Ward  10;  Frank  Horadan,  Ward 
11;  William  F.  Suessbrick,  Ward  11;  John  J. 
Hayes,  Ward  13;  George  H.  Gleason,  Ward  14; 
George  W.  Madden,  Ward  14;  Aaron  Pinkney, 
Ward  14;  Louis  Silverman,  Ward  14;  Thomas  M. 
Love,  Ward  15;  George  E.  Anderson,  Ward  16; 
Arthur  D.  Muldoon,  Ward  19;  John  J.  N.  Maher, 
Ward  20;  Joachim  A.  Tonder,  Ward  20;  Walter 
A.  Faris,  Ward  22. 

Twenty-four  traverse  jurors,  Superior  Civil 
Court,  Seventh  Session,  April  Sitting,  to  appear 
May  4,  1931: 

Philip  E.  Brems,  Ward  1;  Patrick  J.  McCarthy, 
Ward  2;  David  J.  O'Brien,  Ward  2;  Joseph  M. 
O'Leary,  Ward  3;  Frederick  A.  Blanchard,  Ward 
4;  Frank  Cooper,  Ward  4;  Richard  B.  Lewis, 
Ward  4;  Freeman  R.  Wyman,  Ward  4;  Arthur 
F.  Robinson,  Ward  6;  George  H.  Ferguson,  Ward 
7;  Harold  N.  Fleming,  Ward  7;  Thomas  F.  Gos- 
nell,  Ward  7;  John  F.  Corbett,  Ward  10;  Ralph 
J.  King,  Ward  12;  Thomas  F.  O'Neil,  Ward  13; 
Joseph  Shaer,  Ward  14;  John  P.  Fox,  Ward  15; 
John  T.  Murray,  Ward  16;  Francis  G.  Finn,  Ward 
17;  Joseph  Schwartz,  Ward  18;  Eldred  F.  Crowe, 
Ward  19;  William  F.  Armstrong,  Ward  20;  Alfred 
N.  Hamilton,  Ward  20;  Nathan  C.  Morse,  Ward 
20. 


TRAFFIC   SIGNALS,   OLD    COLONY 
AVENUE. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  April  6,  1931. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  herewith  transmit  to  you  re- 
port from  Hon.  Joseph  A.  Conry,  Traffic  Com- 
missioner, relative  to  your  request  to  install 
automatic  traffic  signals  on  Old  Colony  Boule- 
vard. This  is  in  reply  to  your  order  of  March  30. 
1931. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 


City  of  Boston, 
Traffic  Commission,  April  6,  1931. 
Hon.  James  M.  Curley, 

Mayor  of  Boston. 

Dear  Sir, — I  beg  to  acknowledge  receipt  of  the 
following  order: 

"Ordered,  That  the  Boston  Traffic  Commission 
be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to 
install  automatic  traffic  control  signals  at  the  inter- 
sections of  Old  Colony  Boulevard  and  Tolman, 
Redfield  and  Conley  streets,  Ward  16." 

This  matter  has  been  carefully  considered  and, 
while  it  is  admitted  that  the  traffic  signals  along 
this  boulevard  would  be  advantageous,  neverthe- 
less, the  Traffic  Commission  cannot  install  such 
signals  in  view  of  the  opinion  of  the  Corporation 
Counsel,  dated  September  15,  1930,  as  follows: 

"Since  Old  Colony  Boulevard  is  under  the  con- 
trol of  the  Metropolitan  District  Commission 
the  placing  of  any  signs  or  signal  device  which 
would  control  or  regulate  the  flow  of  traffic  on 
Old  Colony  Boulevard  would  be  an  interference 
with  the  powers  and  authority  of  the  Metropolitan 
District  Commission. 

"The  Boston  Traffic  Commission  has  no  author- 
ity to  regulate  or  control  in  any  way  the  flow  of 
traffic  north  and  south  on  Old  Colony  Boulevard." 
Yours  very  truly, 
Joseph  A.  Conry,  Commissioner. 

Placed  on  file. 


JAMAICA   PLAIN   FARE   ZONE. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mavor,  April  6,  1931. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  beg  to  forward  herewith  copy  of 
report  submitted  by  the  Boston  Elevated  Railway, 
the  same  constituting  an  answer  to  order  adopted 
by  your  honorable  body  under  date  of  March 
9,  1931. 

Sincerely  yours, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

Boston  Elevated  Railway, 
Boston,  March  25,  1931. 
Mr.  C  A.  Reardon, 

Secretary  to  the  Mayor. 
Dear  Sir, — I  presented  to  the  Board  of  Trustees 
the  order  of  the  City  Council  of  March  9  relative 
to  changing  the  limit  of  the  present  five-cent  fare 
zone  on  the  Jamaica  Plain  line.  The  Board  desire 
me  to  advise  the  Mayor  that  they  cannot  acquiesce 
in  such  a  request  but  that  they  are  agreeable  to  the 
trial  of  a  local  five-cent  bus  line  from  Brigham 
circle  to  Clarendon  street  and  a  petition  is  being 
filed  with  the  City  Council  to  accomplish  this. 
Yours  very  truly, 

Edward  Dana, 

General  Manager. 
Placed  on  file. 


REPORT  FROM  HEALTH  COMMISSIONER. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  April  6,  1931. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  beg  to  forward  herewith  reply 
submitted  by  the  Health  Commissioner,  the  same 
constituting  an  answer  to  order  adopted  by  your 
honorable  body  under  date  of  March  16,  1931. 
Sincerely  yours, 
James  M.  Ccrley,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Health  Department,  March  30,  1931. 
Hon.  James  M.  Curley, 

Mayor  of  Boston. 
Dear  Sir, — Your  memorandum,  inclosing  order 
from  the  Boston  City  Council,  dated  March  16, 
1931,  to  provide  that  in  all  cases  where  official 
badges  are  issued  to  employees  they  shall  contain 
the  seal  of  the  city,  has  been  received . 

While  I  should  be  only  too  pleased  to  comply 
with  this  order,  I  beg  to  state  that  inasmuch  as  the 
budget  for  1931  does  not  provide  for  the  above,  I 
will  be  unable  to  do  so. 

Yours  respectfully, 

F.  X.  Mahoney,  M.  D., 

Health  Commissioner. 
Placed  on  file. 


APRIL    6,    1931. 
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SALE   OF   OLD   LEAD   CABLE. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  April  6,  1931. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  communica- 
tion received  from  the  Fire  Commissioner  request- 
ing permission  to  sell  at  public  auction  ten  to 
twelve  tons  of  old  lead  cable  and  I  accordingly 
recommend  the  passage  of  the  accompanying  order. 
Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Fire  Department,  March  23,  1931. 
Hon.  James  M.  Curley, 

Mayor  of  Boston. 
Dear   Sir, — The    Fire   Alarm    Division    of    this 
department  has  just  hauled  in  from  ten  to  twelve 
tons  of  old  lead  cable  which  is  occupying  consider- 
able space  in  our  Fire  Alarm  Shop. 

I  respectfully  recommend  that  an  order  be  intro- 
duced in  the  City  Council,  authorizing  the  sale  of 
this  old  lead  cable,  as  it  will  undoubtedly  exceed 
$500  in  value. 

I  submit  below  an  order  in  the  form  suggested: 

Ordered,  That  the  Fire  Commissioner  be,  and 

hereby  is,  authorized  to  sell  at  public  auction  ten 

to  twelve  tons  of  old  lead  cable,  in  the  possession 

of  the  Fire  Department,  valued  at  more  than  $500. 

Very  truly  yours, 

Edward  F.  McLaughlin, 

Fire  Commissioner. 

Ordered,  That  the  Fire  Commissioner  be,  and 
hereby  is,  authorized  to  sell  at  public  auction  ten  to 
twelve  tons  of  old  lead  cable  in  the  possession  of 
the  Fire  Department,  valued  at  more  than  $500. 

Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 


VETO   OF   CLASSIFICATION  AND   COM- 
PENSATION   PLAN. 

The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  April  6,  1931. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  return  herewith  without  my 
signature  the  order  passed  by  your  honorable 
body  on  March  30,  1931,  establishing  a  classifica- 
tion and  compensation  plan  for  the  employees 
of  Suffolk  County,  under  the  provisions  of  chapter 
400  of  the  Acts  of  1930. 

On  December  22, 1930,  I  transmitted  to  the  City 
Council  the  plans  as  prepared  by  the  Budget  Com- 
missioner, and  it  should  be  noticed  that  in  the 
message  of  transmittal  I  refrained  from  making  any 
specific  recommendation  but  merely  submitted 
them  for  the  consideration  of  and  action  by  the 
City  Council. 

Nevertheless,  the  Council  is  perhaps  justified  in 
assuming  that,  under  the  circumstances  then 
existing,  the  plans  as  submitted  had  my  tacit 
approval  and  I  have  no  hesitancy  in  so  admitting. 
However,  in  the  three  months  that  have  since 
elapsed  an  entirely  new  situation  has  developed. 
The  Legislature  has  set  the  tax  limit  for  city  appro- 
priations at  $16  a  thousand;  the  demands  on  the 
Public  Welfare  Department  for  care  of  dependents, 
mothers'  aid  and  old  age  assistance,  indicate  the 
necessity  of  providing  $6,250,000  for  this  year  as 
against  about  $3,700,000  expended  last  year;  and 
it  has  been  estimated  that  the  amount  to  be  re- 
ceived by  the  city  for  this  year  as  its  share  of  the 
income  tax  will  be  approximately  20  per  cent  less 
than  that  of  the  year  before. 

The  situation  requires  drastic  action  in  order  to 
prevent  an  abnormal  increase  in  the  tax  rate,  and 
among  other  remedial  measures  it  has  been  my 
unpleasant  duty  in  the  budget  recently  submitted 
to  your  honorable  body  to  restrict  department 
activities  to  absolute  necessities  and  to  take  the 
unprecedented  step  of  refusing  to  allow  an  increase 
in  salary  or  wages  to  any  city  employee  except  the 
grade  increases  in  the  Police  and  Fire  Depart- 
ments. 

With  this  situation  in  mind  the  classification  and 
compensationplan  for  county  employees  as  adopted 
by  the  City  Council  does  not  meet  with  my  ap- 
proval. I  do  not  feel  justified  in  allowing  $75,000 
in  salary  increases  in  a  group  of  approximately  800 
county  employees  while  in  a  group  of  nearly  11,000 
city  employees,  under  the  direct  control  of  the 
Mayor,  salary  increases  have  been  withheld. 


Beyond  this  vital  objection  I  have  no  desire  to 
make  any  criticism  of  the  details  of  the  plans  as 
adopted  by  the  City  Council  and  feel  that  the 
members  of  the  Council  and  the  Budget  Com- 
missioner should  be  commended  for  having  well 
discharged  an  arduous  duty. 

I  submit  herewith  and  recommend  for  passage 
by  your  honorable  body  a  compensation  and  classi- 
fication plan  and  rules,  which  involve  no  increases 
in  salaries  during  the  present  year  but  retains  the 
group  maxima  and  leaves  the  county  employees 
in  a  position  to  obtain  step-rate  increases  in  later 
years  when  the  finances  of  the  city  perhaps  will 
better  permit. 

Without  assuming  to  dictate  to  the  City  Council 
as  to  their  action  on  this  matter,  it  perhaps  will 
lead  to  speedier  action  and  more  accord  if  it  is 
understood  that  I  shall  approve  no  changes  which 
involve  any  increase  in  salaries  for  this  year. 
Respectfully, 
James  M.  Cdrley,  Mayor. 

Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 


REAPPOINTMENT   OF   CONSTABLES. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  April  6,  1931. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Subject  to  confirmation  by  your  honorable 
body,  I  hereby  appoint  the  following-named 
persons  constables  of  the  City  of  Boston  for  the 
term  of  one  year,  beginning  with  the  first  day  of 
May,  1931. 

All  of  the  persons  named  in  this  list  are  reap- 
pointments. 

Commissions  of   constables  not  named  herein 
will  expire  on  April  30,  1931,  and  such  constables 
are  hereby  removed  from   office  from  and  after 
May  1,  1931,  for  the  good  of  the  service. 
Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

Connected  with  Official  Positions  and  to 
Serve  Without  Bonds. 
John  A.  Anderson,  Philip  J.  Brennan,  William 
W.  K.  Campbell,  John  M.  Casey,  John  B.  Cassidy, 
Martin  F.  Cavana,gh,  John  F.  Coffey,  Frederick 
A.  Cronin,  Louis  Davis,  Andrew  B.  DeCourcy, 
Barney  C.  DeLuca,  James  J.  Dolan,  Charles  E. 
Dowd,  John  F.  Egan,  Joseph  W.  Ferris,  Michael 
J.  Field,  Charles  A.  Flanagan,  Hammond  T. 
Fletcher,  Walter  D.  Flynn,  Joseph  Fucillo,  John 
H.  Glennon,  Joseph  M.  Goode,  Gabriel  Grappocio, 
John  Graumann,  James  V.  Hartrey,  Dennis  J. 
Hickey,  Harris  Hirshberg,  Joseph  W.  Hobbs, 
William  A.  Kelley,  Lawrence  J.  Kelly,  Samuel 
Koupchik,  William  J.  Lally,  Joseph  Landy, 
Frederick  K.  Lawrence,  Edward  J.  Leary,  John 
J.  Linehan,  John  H.  Logue,  Henry  Loughary, 
Frederick  J.  Lundy,  Frank  G.  May,  Thomas  A. 
McKenna,  Patrick  J.  Monahan,  Emery  D. 
Morgan,  Vincenzo  Musto,  George  A.  Nelson, 
John  A.  O'Connor,  Timothy  F.  Regan,  Edward  M. 
Richardson,  Peter  Salem,  Thomas  H.  Staples, 
John  J.  Sullivan,  John  T.  Thornell,  James  J. 
Twohig,  Jr.,  James  H.  Ward,  Rudolph  F.  Watson. 

With  Animal  Rescue  League. 
Julian  Codman,  Frederick  O.  Houghton,  Archi- 
bald C.  McDonald,  Frank  J.  Sullivan. 

With  Massachusetts  S.  P.  C.  T.  A. 
Harry  L.  Allen. 

Authorized  to  Serve  Civil  Process  Upon 
Filing  Bonds. 

William  A.  Amsie,  Joseph  S.  Ashman,  Her- 
bert W.  Bacon,  Isidor  Baitler,  William  J.  Baker, 
Daniel  J.  Barry,  John  J.  Bavis,  David  Belson, 
Joseph  L.  Bennett,  Aleck  Berg,  Carl  Birger  Berg, 
Jacob  Bergson,  George  W.  Bloomberg,  George  A. 
Borofski,  John  J.  Boyle,  Jr.,  John  H.  Brady, 
Thomas  F.  Brett,  Charles  B.  Broad,  George  W. 
Brooker,  Morris  M.  Broomfield,  Francis  E.  Brown, 
Warren  A.  Brown,  Louis  Budd,  John  H.  Burke, 
Henry  P.  Burns,  Fred  C.  Burrucker,  Francis  P. 
Byrne,  Sherman  H.  Calderwood,  Edgar  F.  Calla- 
han, James  A.  Canton,  Daniel  P.  Carey,  Daniel  B. 
Carmody,  Thomas  C.  Carr,  Matthew  W.  Chait, 
Ray  Chenowith,  Joseph  A.  Cieri,  William  K. 
Coburn,  Samuel  L.  Cohen,  William  A.  Coluppy, 
Leon  Cominsky,  Harvey  A.  Corcoran,  Joseph  I. 
Cotter,  Samuel  Coulter,  Joseph  Coviello,  George  J. 
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Coyle,  Joseph  P.  Cutter,  Henry  G.  Dahlquist, 
Charles  M.  Daley,  William  S.  Danow,  William 
Davis,  John  J.  Dillon,  Stephen  J.  Dunleavy, 
Charles  W.  Duran,  Louis  Ebb,  William  E.  Elton, 
William  H.  Flynn,  Peter  C.  Foy,  Thomas  Freed- 
man,  Harris  Friedberg,  Hyman  Fryhon,  Harry 
Galer,  Jeremiah  F.  Gallagher,  Paul  R.  Gast, 
George  L.  Gilbert,  Henry  J.  Gilmore,  Arthur 
Glass,  Maurice  J.  Glick,  Louis  Goldberg,  Samuel 
Goldkrand,  Samuel  Goldmeer,  Samuel  Goldsmith, 
Marks  Goldstein,  Meyer  Goldstein,  Clarence  H. 
Goler,  Samuel  Gordon,  Abner  Goulston,  Edmund 
C.  Grady,  John  S.  Grady,  Joseph  Granara,  Sears 
H.  Grant,  Salvatore  GraBsa,  George  W.  Green, 
Harry  Greenbaum,  Leon  J.  Greene,  William  C. 
Gregory,  Dennis  L.  Griffin,  Charles  F.  Hale, 
St.  Clair  E.  Hale,  John  F.  Halligan,  Joseph  Hana, 
John  D.  Hayes,  Abraham  M.  Hecht,  Joseph 
Herman,  Simon  Hirshon,  Robert  H.  Homans, 
John  H.  Howard,  George  M.  Hughes,  William  A. 
Iannone,  Jacob  Isgur,  Walter  Isidor,  Charles  H. 
Jackson,  Max  Jacobs,  William  J.  Johnson,  Harry 
Kahn,  Louis  N.  Kaiser,  Spiros  Kaliris,  Moses  F. 
Kalish,  John  M.  Kelly,  William  H.  Kenney, 
James  S.  Kiernan,  Thomas  J.  Killian,  Thomas  H. 
King,  Bronis  Kontrim,  Mark  H.  Krafsur,  Abra- 
ham Krinsky,  Joseph  Labagnara,  John  J.  Leven- 
thal,  Maurice  Levine,  Philip  E.  Lieberman, 
George  W.  Long,  Frank  J.  Macchia,  Salvatore 
Maffei,  Bernard  H.  Magee,  William  P.  Maginnis, 
Leslie  P.  Mann,  Russell  T.  Mann,  Isie  Martin, 
John  A.  May,  James  McDonough,  Anthony  D. 
McMann,  James  I.  Mede,  Charles  R.  Mennella, 
William  P.  Miles,  John  J.  Miller,  Walter  S.  Milli- 
ken,  William  J.  Mitchell,  Cornelius  J.  Monahan, 
Kenneth  Moore,  Andrew  W.  Murphy,  Edward  F. 
Murphy,  Patrick  H.  Murphy,  Elmer  S.  Nyman, 
Edward  Ober,  Michael  W.  Ober,  James  E.  O'Brien, 
Joseph  J.  O'Mara,  James  G.  Peters,  Phillip  S. 
Phillips,  James  E.  Pierce,  Leonard  M.  Pike,  Wil- 
liam H.  Powderly,  Bert  P.  Price,  James  A.  Quinn, 
Robert  Reid,  Harry  Reinherz,  Patrick  J.  Restieri, 
Bartholomew  F.  Roach,  Abraham  Rosenberg, 
Nathan  E.  Rosenberg,  Timothy  S.  Rush,  Timothy 
Ryan,  Robert  E.  Scott,  Samuel  Semiansky,  Samuel 
Shain,  Frank  Shaw,  John  P.  Shea,  Sidney  J. 
Sheinfeld,  Maurice  W.  Sherman,  Michael  J. 
Shields,  Isaac  Shulman,  Joseph  Simausky,  Henry 
J.  D.  Small,  Leon  Small,  George  E.  Sobol,  George 
C.  Souther,  Lewis  C.  Speare,  Israel  Spector, 
John  J.  Stanton,  Frank  J.  Staula,  Henry  D. 
Stetson,  John  Sualich,  Ulysses  T.  Sullivan,  Jerome 
Suvalle,  Benjamin  J.  Tackeff,  Henry  Talberth, 
William  Tepper,  David  Tobey,  Francis  J.  Tobin, 
Joseph  Todisco,  Joseph  M.  Torr,  Jeremiah  A. 
Twomey,  Aber  Uckerman,  Roman  J.  Vasil,  John 
J.  Walsh,  James  H.  Waugh,  Harry  A.  Webber, 
Joseph  M.  Weinberg,  Joseph  Weiner,  Samuel 
Weiner,  Abraham  I.  Weiss,  John  F.  Welch,  Karl  H. 
West,  Richard  W.  Whipple,  Max  Wortsman, 
John  A.  Wragg,  Louis  Yacker,  Maurice  Zeeman, 
Max  7immerman. 

Laid  over  for  one  week  under  the  law. 


PETITIONS   REFERRED. 

The  following  petitions  were  received  and 
severally  referred  to  the  committees  named,  viz.: 

Claims. 

Batchelder-Whittemore  Coal  Company,  for 
refund  on  garage  license. 

Conde  Brodbine,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  an  alleged  defect  in  Bennington  street. 

Mr.  Burgstahler,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  an  alleged  defect  in  Camden  street  and 
Shawmut  avenue. 

Henry  S.  Cohen,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  clothing  by  paint  stains  in  waiting  room  of 
South  Ferry. 

Paul  F.  Hillery,  for  compensation  for  damage  to 
car  caused  by  an  alleged  defect  in  Kneeland  street. 

Allen  R.  Hunter,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  an  alleged  defect  at  413  Columbia  road. 

Anita  Lindman,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  defective  walk  in  Fenway. 

Mrs.  Bessie  Pollan,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  fire  apparatus. 

R.  H.  White  Company,  for  refund  on  refuse 
tickets. 

Executive. 

Petition  for  children  under  fifteen  years  of  age 
to  appear  at  places  of  public  amusement,  viz.: 

Leona  C.  White,  Jacob  P.  Bates  Hall,  June  12. 


CONSTABLE'S  BOND. 

The  constable's  bond  of  Ray  Chenowith,  having 
been  duly  approved  by  the  City  Treasurer,  was 
received  and  approved. 


TRACK  LOCATION,  BOSTON  ELEVATED. 

Notice  was  received  from  the  Board  of  Street 
Commissioners  of  79th  location  granted  to  Boston 
Elevated  Railway  Company,  right-hand  crossover 
in  Main  street,  Charlestown,  northerly  of  Gibbs 
court. 

Placed  on  file. 


APPOINTMENTS  BY  THE  MAYOR. 

Notice  was  received  of  the  following  appoint- 
ments by  the  Mayor: 

Charles  T.  Harding,  54  Kenwood  street,  Dor- 
chester, member  of  the  Board  of  Election  Commis- 
sioners, for  term  ending  March  31,  1935. 

Neal  J.  Holland,  72  Esmond  street,  Dorchester, 
to  be  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Assessors,  for  term 
ending  March  31,  1934. 

Severally  placed  on  file. 


SIDEWALK  ASSESSMENTS. 

Notices  were  received  from  the  Commissioner 
of  Public  Works  with  orders  assessing  propor- 
tionate parts  of  cost  of  constructing  sidewalks  in 
front  of  estates  on  following  streets,  viz.: 

Half  Cost. 

Glenwood  Avenue  West,  Ward  18 $297  90 

River  street,  Ward  18 71  93 

St.  Joseph  street.  Ward  11 15  10 

Warren  street,  Ward  21 135  73 

Orders  severally  passed  under  suspension  of 
the  rule. 


REPORT   OF   FINANCE   COMMITTEE. 

Coun.  BUSH,  for  the  Committee  on  Finance, 
submitted  the  following. 

1.  Report  on  message  from  Mayor  and  order 
(referred  March  9)  appropriating  $25,000  for  con- 
struction of  a  garage,  Station  14,  bonds  or  certifi- 
cates of  indebtedness  to  said  amount  to  be  issued, 
— that  same  ought  to  pass. 

Coun.  BUSH — Mr.  President,  I  am  in  receipt  of 
a  communication  which  is  in  the  form  of  a  memo- 
randum from  Police  Commissioner  Eugene  C. 
Hultman  relative  to  this  order.  It  reads  as 
follows: 

A  personal  examination  of  the  present  garage 
facilities  at  Station  14,  Brighton,  makes  it  clearly 
obvious  to  any  one  that  there  is  an  urgent  necessity 
for  alterations  to  be  made  as  60on  as  possible. 
The  present  garage  was  constructed  to  accommo- 
date horses  and  horse-drawn  vehicles,  and  the  latter 
are  now  obsolete  in  so  far  as  effective  police  work  is 
concerned.  For  the  past  several  years  the  trend 
has  been  in  the  direction  of  motorized  equipment 
and  it  is  evident  that  a  growing  number  of  automo- 
biles and  motorcycles  will  be  required  by  the 
Police  Department,  and  plans  must  be  made  to 
provide  suitable  garage  accommodations. 

The  structure  now  used  by  Division  14  to  house 
its  patrol  wagon,  automobiles  and  motorcycles  is 
unsafe  and  dangerous  to  its  occupants  and  to 
adjoining    buildings    in    the    following    respects: 

The  buildings  are  of  third-class  construction, 
that  is,  entirely  of  wood.  One  of  the  buildings 
houses  automobiles  and  motorcycles  and  contains 
oil  for  the  use  of  the  automobiles  and  motorcycles. 
The  floor  at  the  present  time,  as  a  result  of  leak- 
age from  the  oil  containers,  is  thoroughly  soaked 
with  the  oil,  and  at  any  time  a  fire  may  occur 
which  would  undoubtedly  destroy  the  entire  build- 
ing and  possibly  adjoining  buildings. 

On  the  first  floor  there  are  sleeping  quarters  for 
men,  which  is  in  violation  of  the  building  laws  of  the 
city  in  the  respect  that  the  portion  of  the  building 
used  for  habitation  must  be  separated  from  the 
garage  property  by  fireproof  construction  satis- 
factory to  the  Building  Commissioner,  and  such 
building,  or  part  of  a  building,  must  be  of  first- 
class  construction.  The  egress  from  this  building 
is  insufficient  in  case  of  fire.  While  technically  the 
building   could  legally  continue   to  be   used  for 
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garage  purposes  as  a  result  of  its  presence  there 
for  so  many  years,  nevertheless,  the  Building  Com- 
missioner could  probably  compel  the  department 
to  improve  its  egress  in  case  of  fire. 

If  it  became  necessary  to  alter  or  repair  the 
present  structure,  it  is  my  opinion  that  the  Build- 
ing Commissioner  then  could  insist  that  the  part 
of  the  building  occupied  for  sleeping  quarters 
should  be  of  first-class  construction.  Furthermore, 
the  building  itself  needs  material  alterations  in 
order  to  further  strengthen  the  structure. 

Considering  the  facts  in  regard  to  the  garage 
facilities  at  Station  14,  I  am  strongly  convinced 
that  prompt  attention  ought  to  be  given  to  this 
matter  by  the  municipal  authorities  and  that  such 
action  is  justified  and  necessary  in  the  public 
interest. 

Coun.  HEIN — Mr.  President,  this  particular 
garage  concerning  which  the  councilor  has  just 
read  this  memorandum  from  the  Police  Com- 
missioner, is  down  a  street  not  more  than  15 
feet  in  width.  Certainly,  alterations  are  neees- 
ary  to  put  the  place  in  the  shape  that  it  should 
be  in  for  convenience  and  safety.  Councilor 
Gallagher  called  me  up  in'  regard  to  the  matter 
and  is  also  anxious  that  favorable  action  be  taken. 
He  asked  me  to  support  the  order.  I  trust,  Mr. 
President,  that  it  will  be  passed  immediately. 

The  report  was  accepted  and  the  order  was 
passed,  yeas  18,  nays  0. 

2.  Report  on  order  (referred  March  30)  that 
the  sum  of  $60,000  be  appropriated  for  purpose  of 
erecting  a  retention  wall  along  city  property  on 
East  Eagle  street,  Ward  1,  etc., — recommending 
passage  of  order  in  following  new  draft,  viz.: 

Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  $60,000  be,  and  the 
same  hereby  is,  appropriated,  to  be  expended 
under  the  direction  of  the  Park  Commission,  for 
the  erection  of  a  retaining  wall  along  property 
owned  by  the  city  on  East  Eagle  street,  from 
Glendon  street  to  the  city  yards,  Ward  1,  and  for 
the  erection  of  a  locker  building  and  the  establish- 
ment of  a  children's  playground  at  the  end  of  the 
existing  playground,  and  that  to  meet  such  expense 
the  City  Treasurer  be  authorized  to  issue,  from 
time  to  time,  at  the  request  of  the  Mayor,  bonds 
or  certificates  of  indebtedness  of  the  city  to  said 
amount. 

Report  accepted;  order  passed,  yeas  18,  nays  0. 


CLEANING   OF  SOUTH  BOSTON   STREETS 
AND   ALLEYS. 

Coun.  MAHONEY  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor, 
to  assign  a  sufficient  number  of  recently  appointed 
temporary  men  to  the  South  Boston  sanitary  yard 
to  insure  the  proper  cleaning  of  the  streets  and 
alleys  in  that  section. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


INVITATION    TO    MEMBERS    OF    ROYAL 
ARCANUM. 

Coun.  ARNOLD  moved  that  Grand  Regent 
J.  William  Goode  of  Boston,  Grand  Chaplain 
Henry  V.  Rathebun  of  Stockbridge  and  Grand 
Trustee  Felix  H.  Scharman  of  Pittsfield,  prominent 
members  of  the  Royal  Arcanum  in  Massachusetts, 
an  organization  of  which  this  city  is  the  birthplace, 
and  which  is  dedicated  to  the  protection  of  the 
widows  and  orphans  of  deceased  members,  be 
invited  to  seats  in  the  Council  Chamber. 

The  motion  was  carried,  and  the  City  Messenger 
escorted  the  gentlemen  referred  to  to  seats  on  the 
floor  of  the  Council  Chamber. 


TAE  COUNCIL  PROCEDURE  IN  DRAWING 
JURORS. 

Coun.  NORTON— Mr.  President,  I  would  ask 
unanimous  consent  to  make  a  statement. 

President  McGRATH — Is  there  any  objection? 
The  Chair  hears  none.     The  councilor  will  proceed. 

Coun.  NORTON — Mr.  President,  through  an 
emissary  I  sent  word  to  his  Honor  the  Mayor 
this  morning  that  today  we  were  going  to  indulge 
in  the  drawing  of  jurors  who  would  probably  be 


concerned  in  the  third  trial  of  the  famous  case 
involving  an  ex-police  officer  of  the  City  of  Boston ; 
and,  since  there  was  considerable  talk  in  Boston 
in  regard  to  the  method  by  which  jurors  were 
drawn,  I  said  I  thought  it  might  be  a  good  idea 
for  him  to  come  up  here  and  preside  at  the  jury 
box  before  the  start  of  the  third  trial.  By  so  doing 
the  executive  of  our  city  would  clearly  show  to 
the  people  that  our  system  of  drawing  jurors 
from  the  box  is  above  criticism,  so  far  as  our 
Council  is  concerned,  and  the  Mayor  would 
also  show  that  he  was  performing  the  duty  in  this 
matter  that  he  is  supposed  to  perform  under  the 
law.  As  we  know,  the  Election  Commissioners 
make  up  that  list,  under  the  law,  and  10,000  names 
are  submitted  to  the  Council  to  be  drawn  from. 
The  list  is  prepared  once  a  year.  Of  course  it  is 
possible,  as  in  all  other  human  machinery,  that  at 
times  inaccuracies  and  errors  may  creep  in,  but  I 
believe  as  far  as  is  humanly  possible  such  are 
avoided.  I  want  at  this  time  to  thank  his  Honor 
the  Mayor  of  Boston,  having  sent  word  and  asked 
him  to  come  here,  for  coming  and  supervising  the 
drawing  of  the  jurors  here  today,  under  chapter 
234,  section  18,  of  the  General  Laws.  The 
Mayor  in  appearing  here  and  presiding  at  the 
box  has  performed  his  part  of  the  required  duty 
in  the  selection  of  jurors  for  Suffolk  County,  and 
I  now  trust  that  the  third  jury  will,  when  brought 
together,  perform  the  most  important  duty 
that  our  jury  system  has  had  placed  upon  it  in 
twenty  years. 

Coun.  RUBY — Mr.  President,  I  also  ask 
unanimous  consent  to  make  a  short  statement. 

President  McGRATH — Is  there  any  objection? 
The  Chair  hears  none.     Councilor  Ruby. 

Coun.  RUBY — Mr.  President,  for  almost  six 
years  many  of  us  have  sat  in  this  Council  Chamber 
as  members  of  the  Boston  City  Council,  and,  as 
one  who  has  been  called  upon  a  good  many  times 
to  preside  in  the  drawing  of  jurors  for  Suffolk 
County,  I  want  to  make  a  statement  at  this  time. 
During  all  my  membership  in  this  body  I  believe 
there  has  been  no  difference  in  the  method  of 
selecting  jurors.  The  greatest  care  and  strictest 
supervision  have  prevailed,  even  in  the  absence 
of  the  former  Mayor  of  Boston  and  his  Honor 
the  present  Mayor  of  Boston,  whose  duty  it  is,  as 
well  as  that  of  the  President  of  the  body,  to  super- 
vise the  drawings.  I  was  selected  by  his  Honor 
the  Mayor  today  to  draw  the  jurors  from  the  box, 
and  they  have  not  been  drawn  today  in  any 
different  way  than  they  have  always  been  drawn 
in  the  last  five  years,  during  my  membership  in 
this  body.  I  think,  in  fairness  to  the  members 
of  the  Boston  City  Council,  this  statement  should 
be  publicly  made,  that  at  all  times  when  jurors 
have  been  drawn  in  this  body  for  any  session  of 
the  Superior  Civil  or  Criminal  Courts,  the  selec- 
tion has  been  made  according  to  law  and  in  no 
other  manner. 

Coun.  WILSON — Mr.  President,  I  also  ask 
unanimous  consent  for  the  same  purpose. 

President  McGRATH — Coun.  Wilson  asks 
unanimous  consent  to  address  the  body.  Is  there 
any  objection?  There  apparently  being  no  objec- 
tion, the  councilor  will  proceed. 

Coun.  WILSON — Mr.  President,  since  this 
matter  has  been  brought  up,  it  is  interesting  to 
me  as  a  member  of  the  body,  as  no  doubt  it  is  to 
other  members,  to  emphasize  what  has  been  already 
said  here,  that  under  our  system  of  drawing 
jurors  there  can  be  no  improper  practices.  Under 
the  law  the  Mayor,  if  available,  is  called  in  to 
supervise  the  drawing;  in  his  absence  it  is  super- 
vised by  the  President  of  the  body,  and  the  jurors 
are  drawn  by  one  of  our  members,  in  the  presence 
of  the  Mayor  or  the  President  of  the  body,  or  both, 
and  of  the  City  Clerk  and  his  assistant.  The 
member  drawing  a  juror  draws  out  and  unfolds 
a  piece  of  paper,  which  contains  the  name  and 
ward  of  the  man  who  is  drawn,  and  each  paper  is 
carefully  examined  and  checked.  So  that,  so 
far  as  the  city  officials  are  concerned,  there  is 
absolute  protection.  Of  course,  none  of  us  know 
what  may  happen  afterwards.  It  is  interesting 
to  hear  the  suggestion  that,  when  a  juror  is  once 
drawn,  he  may  be  reached  by  one  side  or  the  other. 
I  make  that  remark  in  view  of  the  'phone  calls 
that  have  been  received  by  other  members  of  the 
Council  and  myself  from  our  constituents  perhaps 
on  Monday  night  or  Tuesday,  to  the  effect  that 
one  of  our  constituents  does  not  wish  to  leave  his 
business  to  go  on  jury  duty,  and  stating  that  he 
has  received  a  'phone  call  from  some  source 
intimating  that  somebody  is  prepared  to  do 
business  with  him,  prior  even   to  the  time  when 
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he  himself  knows  that  he  is  drawn.  It  may  be 
that  we  will  be  told  that  even  tonight  influences 
are  at  work,  not  necessarily  with  reference  to  the 
Garrett  trial,  but  others  just  aB  important,  civil 
and  criminal,  and  that  names  should  be  drawn 
from  the  box  by  members  who  are  blindfolded,  or 
something  of  the  sort.  But  when  theBe  sugges- 
tions are  made  I  cannot  resist  this  remark,  that  if 
it  is  desired  to  prevent  attempts  to  reach  any 
juryman  in  cases  to  be  tried  in  Suffolk  County, 
the  time  to  do  so  is  not  the  time  when  a  city 
official  draws  a  folded  piece  of  paper  from  a  box, 
not  even  knowing  the  name  on  the  paper  until 
it  is  unfolded,  but  after  the  jury  have  been  chosen 
and  their  names  are  known,  and  even  before  they 
have  been  called  in  to  sit  on  the  case.  If  there  is 
anything  to  be  done  about  it,  if  any  real  protec- 
tion is  to  be  afforded,  the  time  to  prevent  the 
jurors  themselves  being  approached,  bothered  or 
tampered  with,  is  between  the  time  when  they  are 
drawn  here  and  the  time  when  they  report  at  the 
Suffolk  County  Courthouse,  a  week  or  a  number  of 
weeks  from  today. 

Several  members  addressed  the  Chair. 

President  McGRATH — There  is  no  motion 
before  the  house,  and  we  will  proceed  to  other 
business. 


REPORT   OF    COMMITTEE   ON   CLAIMS. 

Coun.  BUSH,  for  the  Committee  on  Claims, 
submitted  the  following: 

1.  Report  on  the  petition  of  William  O. 
Hawkins  (referred  March  30)  to  be  reimbursed 
for  judgment  of  $479  issued  against  him  by  the 
Municipal  Court  of  the  City  of  Boston  on  account 
of  his  acts  as  a  fireman — recommending  the 
passage  of  the  following  order,  viz.: 

Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  four  hundred  and 
seventy-nine  dollars  be  allowed  and  paid  to 
William  O.  Hawkins  in  reimbursement  for  the 
amount  of  a  judgment  issued  against  him  on 
account  of  his  acts  as  a  member  of  the  Boston 
Fire  Department,  said  sum  to  be  charged  to  the 
Reserve  Fund. 

Coun.  FITZGERALD— Mr.  President,  I  would 
like  to  ask  the  chairman  of  the  committee  for  some 
information  in  regard  to  this  order.  I  understand 
this  man  referred  to  is  a  member  of  the  Boston 
Fire  Department? 

Coun.  BUSH — Yes.  Under  the  law,  councilor, 
if  a  member  of  the  Police  or  Fire  Department, 
acting  within  the  scope  of  his  duty  as  policeman 
or  fireman,  causes  injury  to  any  other  person,  that 
person  may  bring  suit  against  such  member  of  the 
department  as  causes  the  injury,  and  if  bucIi  mem- 
ber of  either  department  has  judgment  obtained 
against  him  he  is  enabled  under  this  act  to  be 
reimbursed  to  the  extent  of  the  judgment.  This 
order  is  intended  to  deal  with  such  a  case. 

Report  accepted;    said  order  passed. 

2.  Report  on  petition  of  William  O.  Hawkins 
(referred  March  30)  to  be  reimbursed  for  judg- 
ment of  $744  issued  against  him  by  the  Municipal 
Court  of  the  City  of  Boston  on  account  of  his  acts 
as  a  fireman — recommending  the  passage  of  the 
following  order,  viz.: 

Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  seven  hundred  and 
forty-four  dollars  be  allowed  and  paid  to  William 
O.  Hawkins  in  reimbursement  for  the  amount  of  a 
judgment  issued  against  him  on  account  of  his 
acts  as  a  member  of  the  Boston  Fire  Department, 
said  sum  to  be  charged  to  the  Reserve  Fund. 

Coun.  WILSON — Mr.  President,  do  I  under- 
stand that  the  introduction  of  these  orders  reim- 
bursing employees  of  the  Police  and  Fire  Depart- 
ments for  judgments  rendered  against  them, 
presumably  for  negligence,  are  in  accordance  with 
the  usual  custom,  and  that  all  such  cases  are  sent 
down  from  the  Corporation  Counsel? 

Coun.  BUSH — Mr.  President,  the  idea  in  orders 
such  as  this  is  that  in  cases  where  a  judgment  has 
been  rendered  by  a  court  of  record  against  an 
employee  of  the  Police  or  Fire  Department,  as  a 
result  of  something  that  happened  in  the  perform- 
ance of  his  duty  either  as  a  policeman  or  fireman, 
causing  personal  injury  to  somebody  else,  an  in- 
habitant or  citizen  of  the  city,  he  may  be  reim- 
bursed to  the  extent  of  that  judgment,  only  when, 
as  and  if  that  judgment  is  rendered  by  a  court  of 
record. 

Coun.  WILSON — Mr.  President,  the  reason 
why  I  raise  that  point  is  because  I  frankly  admit 
that  I  am  unable  to  understand  the  peculiar  sit- 
uation whereby,  when  the  average  citizen  perhaps 
has  his  machine  demolished  or  he  himself  is  injured 


or  his  life  lost  by  reason  of  the  operation  of  a  truck 
by  an  employee  in  the  Public  Works  Department, 
there  is  absolutely  no  remedy  against  the  city, 
although  he  himself  may  have  been  entirely  pru- 
dent and  although  the  operator  of  the  city  truck 
was  wilfully  and  wantonly  negligent.  Do  I 
understand  that  this  provision  of  the  statute  refers 
only  to  employees  of  the  Police  and  Fire  Depart- 
ments and  that  it  does  not  refer  to  the  Public 
Works  Department,  or  do  I  understand  that  that 
department  is  also  included? 

President  McGRATH— The  Chair  is  informed 
that  it  covers  only  the  Police  and  Fire  Depart- 
ments. 

Report  accepted;    said  order  passed. 


PROPOSED  ACCEPTANCE  OF  FLAVIA 
STREET. 

Coun.  FISH  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Board  of  Street  Commissioners 
be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to 
accept  and  lay  out  Flavia  street,  Ward  16,  as  a 
public  highway. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


INVITATION  TO  HON.  ALFRED  E.  SMITH. 

Coun.  KELLY  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Director  of  Public  Celebra- 
tions be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor, 
to  invite  Hon.  Alfred  E.  Smith,  former  Governor 
of  New  York,  to  be  the  orator  of  the  day  at  the 
City  of  Boston  exercises  to  be  held  at  Faneuil  Hall 
on  the  Fourth  of  July  next. 

Coun.  KELLY — Mr.  President,  the  reason  why 
I  introduced  this  particular  order  at  this  time  is 
because  in  last  week's  papers  I  read  about  the 
Mayor  inviting  Owen  D.  Young,  president  of  the 
Board  of  Directors  of  the  General  Electric  Com- 
pany, to  come  here  and  be  the  speaker  of  the  day, 
at  the  expense  of  the  Boston  taxpayers,  at  our 
yearly  celebration  of  the  Fourth  of  July.  I  would 
not  mind  so  much  the  invitation  to  Owen  D.  Young 
to  be  the  speaker  on  that  occasion,  but  on  top  of 
that  there  is  evidently  a  move  by  the  Mayor  of 
Boston  to  play  politics  in  the  celebration  of  a  day 
which  is  sacred  to  every  American — namely,  the 
Fourth  of  July.  He  is  planning  to  handle  the 
Boston  campaign  of  Owen  D.  Young  for  nomina- 
tion for  the  presidency  in  1932.  Now,  I  object  to 
politics  being  interwoven  with  any  Boston  celebra- 
tion of  this  kind.  There  are  plenty  of  Massa- 
chusetts men,  there  are  plenty  of  prominent 
Bostonians,  who  might  well  be  speakers  of  the  day 
on  such  an  occasion.  If  we  are  going  to  New  York 
to  invite  a  speaker,  let  us  invite  a  man  who  is  near 
and  dear  to  every  heart  here  in  Boston,  as  well  as 
in  Massachusetts.  Let  us  not  take  the  counsel  of 
a  big  corporation,  a  corporation  magnate,  president 
of  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the  General  Electric 
Company  and  an  engineer,  to  be  the  speaker  on 
such  an  occasion.  We  have  had  enough  of  that 
kind  of  men  as  presidents  of  the  United  States. 
Why  the  sudden  change  on  the  part  of  the  Mayor  in 
inviting  Owen  D.  Young  to  be  the  speaker,  after 
his  apparent  activity  in  behalf  of  another  man  for 
the  presidency  two  years  ago,  a  man  whom  Massa- 
chusetts stood  strongly  behind  on  election  day? 

Coun.  BUSH — Mr.  President,  I  rise  to  a  point  of 
order.  The  gentleman  is  making  a  political  speech 
here.  This  is  not  a  political  rally,  and  I  don't  see 
anything  before  the  Council  at  the  present  time 
that  would  call  for  the  remarks  of  the  speaker. 

President  McGRATH— The  Chair  will  rule  that 
the  point  of  order  is  not  well  taken,  that  the  gentle- 
man is  speaking  within  the  scope  of  his  order. 

Coun.  WILSON — Mr.  President,  may  I  ask  a 
question  so  that  we  can  follow  this  as  we  go  along? 
Do  I  understand  that  the  gentleman  from  Dor- 
chester [Coun.  Kelly]  has  some  candidate  of  his 
own  for  the  nomination  of  which  he  speaks? 

Coun.  KELLY — Mr.  President,  I  might  answer 
the  councilman  from  the  neighboring  ward  by 
saying  that  I  stand  by  the  candidate  whom  the 
Democratic  people  through  the  entire  country  are 
still  behind,  former  Governor  Alfred  E.  Smith  of 
New  York,  until  he  voices  his  decision  not  to  be  a 
candidate.  I  am  going  to  try  to  stay  right  on  this 
particular  order.  The  taxpayers  of  Boston  will 
pay  the  expenses  of  the  speaker  who  will  address 
our  citizens  in  Faneuil  Hall  on  July  4;  therefore, 
anything  I  may  say  relative  to  the  order  which  I 
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have  placed  before  you  is,  for  that  reason,  in  order' 
I  would  like  to  go  along  here  and  be  uninterrupted, 
and  when  I  get  through  if  anybody  else  wants  to 
say  something  he  can  do  so.     Personally,  I  have 
always  been  careful  not  to  interrupt  other  members 
of  the  body  when  they  were  speaking.     Now,  Mr. 
President,  I  tell  the  members  of  this  Council  that 
the  invitation  that  was  supposed  to  be  sent  to  this 
man,  Owen  D.  Young,  is  nothing  more  nor  less 
than  an  attempt  by  the  present  Mayor  of  Boston, 
at  the  expense  of  the  taxpayers  of  Boston,  to  ally 
himself  with  the  corporate  powers  in  this  country. 
I  say  that  he  is  playing  to  the  corporate  interests. 
I  say,  and  I  repeat,  that  the  taxpayers  of  the  City 
of  Boston  and  the  people  of  Massachusetts  are 
overwhelmingly   in   favor   of   ex-Governor    "Al" 
Smith  for  President  of  the  United  States — the  man 
for  whom  this  Mayor  of  Boston  was  reputed  to 
have  gone  out  and  spent  enormous  sums  out  of  his 
own  pocket,   opening  quarters   in  Young's  Hotel 
and  setting  himself  up  as  the  particular  champion 
of  Alfred  E.  Smith.     Now,  he  is  inviting  this  man 
here  to  speak  instead  of  the  man  of  whom  I  have 
positive  proof  that  his  advocacy  of  two  years  ago 
was  nothing  but  a  camouflage.     I  have  proof  that 
the  accusations  hurled  at  the  Mayor  of  Boston  last 
November   in   the   gubernatorial   campaign   were 
true,  that  the  Mayor  was  only  interested  in  his 
own  candidacy  for  re-election  as  Mayor  of  Boston 
when  he   came  out  and   proposed  the   name   of 
Governor  "Al"   Smith  for  President  and  worked 
as  hard  as  he  claims  he  worked  for  his  nomination. 
Why  this  sudden  change,  Mr.  President?     Gov- 
ernor Smith  has  not  said  that  he  is  not  going  to  be 
a  candidate  again,  and  if  he  is  I  think  the  people  of 
this  country  will  right  the  mistake  they  made  in 
the  last  election  in  not  electing  him  President;   and 
you  can  even  see  the  feeling  in  the  South,  with  the 
upset  of  that  greatest  bigot  of  all  times — Tom 
Heflin.     I  guess  it  does  not  take  much  to  see  the 
Mayor's  play  in  this  thing.     I  guess  Donahue  was 
right  in  his  accusations  last  year  when  he  said  that 
the   Mayor   accepted    $10,000   and   $5,000    from 
Denny  Coleman  and  John  Johnson,  respectively, 
and  put  it  in  his  own  pocket  and  did  not  use  it  for 
the  campaign  of  Alfred  E.  Smith,  as  he  was  sup- 
posed to  do.     I  say  also  that  this  particular  move 
is  simply  an  attempt   by  the  present   Mayor  of 
Boston  to  line  up  with  the  corporate  powers  of  this 
and  other  states,  with  the  highbrows  and  aristo- 
crats, in  order  that  he  himself  next  year  may  be 
the    candidate    for    Governor    of    Massachusetts 
against  the  present  Governor,  Joseph  B.  Ely;   and 
I  say  to  you,  Mr.  President,  and  to  every  other 
member  of  the  City  Council,  especially  the  Demo- 
crats, that  I  will  not  stand  by  and  see  any  move 
made  by  an  elective  official  of  the  City  of  Boston 
to  put  "Al"  Smith  in  the  background  until  "Al" 
Smith  himself  says  that  he  is  not  a  candidate — 
which  he   has  not  said   up  to  the  present   time.    1 
resent  the  action   of  the   Mayor  in   this   matter, 
action  taken  against  the  wishes  of  the  people  of 
the    City    of    Boston,    of    Massachusetts,    and,    I 
might  say,   the  whole   country,   and   I  move   the 
passage  of  this  order  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 
Coun.    WILSON — Mr.    President,    there    have 
been  so  many  extraneous  things  brought  in  that 
it  is  a  little  difficult  for  me  to  find  out  what  my 
good  friend  desires  here.     Do  I  understand  that 
he    wishes    the    invitation    already    forwarded    to 
Owen   D.  Young  to  be  recalled  and  to  have  a 
second-hand    invitation    extended    to    a    former 
Governor  of  New  York  State?     I  personally  do 
not    believe — I   am   merely   entitled    to   my    own 
opinion,  of  course — that  we  ought  to  put  either 
Mr.  Young  or  Mr.  Smith  in  that  position. 

Coun.  ARNOLD — Mr.  President,  I  move  that 
this  order  be  referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 
As  a  Republican,  I  have  no  objection  to  having 
some  of  the  linen  of  the  democracy  washed  out 
here,  but  I  think  it  would  be  just  as  well  to  refer 
the  order  to  Executive. 

Coun.  KELLY; — Mr.  President,  I  would  like  to 
answer  my  colleague  from  Dorchester  [Coun. 
Wilson]  that  the  City  Council  has  no  official  com- 
munication as  yet  from  his  Honor  the  Mayor  to  the 
effect  that  Owen  D.  Young  has  been  invited,  but 
there  was  considerable  publicity  in  last  Thursday's 
Boston  papers  to  the  effect  that  Owen  D.  Young 
was  to  come  here  and  to  be  the  speaker  of  the  day, 
with  the  intimation  that  the  Mayor  was  to  back 
the  candidacy  of  Owen  D.  Young  as  against  the 
possible  candidacy  of  "Al"  Smith  as  the  next 
President  of  the  United  States.  So  I  think  the 
order  I  have  offered  is  very  much  to  the  point. 

Coun.  BUSH — Mr.  President,  far  be  it  from  me 
as  a  Republican  to  enter  into  any  squabble  between 


representatives  of  the  Democratic  Party  as  to  the 
Fourth  of  July  orator.  I  do  think,  however,  that 
the  gentleman  who  offers  the  order  is  out  of  order, 
because  I  think  he  is  trying  to  force  the  Mayor  to 
do  something  that  is  within  the  Mayor's  own 
province,  that  is  his  own  prerogative,  in  suggesting 
that  a  certain  man  be  appointed  as  orator  of  the 
day.  That  is  an  executive  prerogative  that  has 
nothing  to  do  with  the  functions  of  the  legislative 
branch  of  the  city  government.  I  feel  strongly 
that  the  City  Council,  the  legislative  branch  of  the 
city  government,  should  not  attempt  to  dictate  to 
the  Mayor  whom  he  should  appoint  as  the  Fourth 
of  July  orator.  I  think  that  goes  beyond  the 
bounds  of  propriety. 

Coun.  Arnold's  motion  to  refer  the  order  to  the 
Executive  Committee  was  carried. 


THE   NEXT   MEETING. 

Coun.  ARNOLD — Mr.  President,  I  am  sure  we 
all  regret  the  circumstances  that  have  prevented 
the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Appropriations 
being  present  here  today,  as  it  was  understood  by 
us  that  the  report  was  going  to  be  made  today,  and 
having  in  mind  the  financial  situation  of  the  city, 
I  move  that  when  this  Council  adjourn  it  be  to 
meet  in  special  session  Thursday  of  this  week, 
April  9,  at  2  p.  m.,  and  that  the  business  of  that 
session  shall  be  action  upon  the  Appropriation 
Bill,  and  nothing  else. 

The  motion  was  carried. 


ACCEPTANCE   OF   CHAPTER   136. 

Coun.  RUBY  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  chapter  136  of  the  Acts  of  1931, 
entitled  "An  Act  Establishing  the  Compensation 
of  Special  Justices  of  the  Municipal  Court  of  the 
City  of  Boston,"  be,  and  hereby  is,  accepted. 

Referred   to  the  Executive  Committee. 


TAX   RATE   IN  OTHER   CITIES. 

Coun.  DOWD  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  requested 
to  appoint  a  committee  of  one  member  each  from 
the  Boston  Real  Estate  Exchange,  the  Boston 
Chamber  of  Commerce  and  the  Boston  Central 
Labor  Union,  said  committee  to  study  the  munici- 
pal administration  of  the  large  cities  of  the 
United  States,  especially  as  it  relates  to  finances, 
and  report  back  to  the  City  Council  with  such 
recommendations,  based  upon  these  studies,  as 
may  bring  a  reduction  of  the  Boston  tax  rate  to 
correspond  more  nearly  with  that  of  other  cities. 

Coun.  DOWD — Mr.  President,  every  member 
of  this  Council  and  every  property  owner  in  the 
City  of  Boston  is  vitally  interested  in  the  tax 
rate  of  Boston.  Upon  the  passage  of  the  budget 
on  Thursday,  and  upon  the  tax  levy  by  the  state 
upon  the  city,  there  is  no  question  or  doubt  that 
we  shall  be  faced  with  a  substantial  increase  of 
at  least  $1.50  to  $2  per  thousand  in  the  tax  rate, 
making  the  Boston  tax  rate  the  highest  in  the 
history  of  this  city.  I  wonder  what  is  the  trouble 
with  the  municipal  government  of  Boston?  I 
wonder  if  there  is  anything  radically  wrong  here, 
that  we  should  be  compelled  to  pay  more  taxes 
than  any  other  large  city  in  this  country?  Let 
me  read,  for  the  knowledge  of  the  people  of  Boston, 
some  of  the  figures  of  other  cities.  Take,  for 
instance,  the  city  of  New  York.  The  tax  rate 
there  for  last  year  was  $25.90,  for  the  great  city  of 
Philadelphia,  $27.75;  for  Detroit,  $27.23;  for 
Cleveland,  $26.20;  for  St.  Louis,  $26.90;  and  for 
Baltimore,  $26.  I  say  to  you,  Mr.  President, 
and  I  say  to  the  people  of  Boston,  that  there  is 
something  radically  wrong  in  the  conduct  of  our 
city  government  when  Boston  is  forced  to  pay  a 
tax  rate  of  $30.80  as  against  these  lower  tax  rates 
of  other  great  cities  in  America,  lower  by  $2  to  $4 
per  thousand.  I  wonder  if  there  is  anything 
radically  wrong?  And  I  say  now,  after  studying 
the  budget  very  carefully  and  after  being  a  member 
of  this  Council  for  five  years,  that  the  tax  rate  uf 
Boston  is  10  per  cent  too  high.  I  say  that  we  have 
in  every  department  of  the  city  sufficient  graft 
to  amount  to  $2,500,000  a  year,  altogether,  and 
until  such  time  as  we  get  a  man  as  chief  executive 
of  this  city  who  will  do  away  with  that  so-called 
graft  that  is  pervading  the  City  of  Boston,  we  will 


139 


CITY    COUNCIL. 


have  a  high  tax  rate.  There  is  no  logical  reason 
for  it.  There  is  not  a  member  of  this  Council 
who  can  tell  me  why  we  should  have  a  larger 
tax  rate  than  any  of  the  other  large  cities  in 
America.  Including  in  the  New  York  rate  the 
schools  and  counties  of  that  great  city,  their  rate 
is  only  a  little  over  $27  a  thousand.  I  say  it  is 
about  time  that  Boston  taxpayers  were  given  a  fair 
deal.  I  tell  you  that  the  Ways  and  Means  Com- 
mittee of  the  Legislature  rejected  the  30,000,000 
odd  dollars  program  of  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be- 
cause if  it  were  allowed  to  pass,  in  a  few  years 
time  we  would  see  Boston  with  a  staggering  tax 
rate.  Of  course  there  is  no  legitimate  reason 
for  it.  The  only  reason  is  the  graft  throughoue 
the  entire  City  of  Boston;  and  I  am  asking  tht 
Mayor  of  Boston  to  appoint  a  committee  of  three 
members,  one  from  the  Chamber  of  Commerce, 
one  from  the  Real  Estate  Exchange  and  one  from 
the  Boston  Central  Labor  Union,  even  if  it  costs 
$10,000,  to  visit  these  other  cities  and  see  why  the 
present  condition  in  our  finances  exists  in  Boston. 
You  may  call  it  a  junket  trip,  you  may  call  it 
whatever  you  may,  but  it  is  about  time  that  we  put 
our  city  government  on  the  same  paying  basis 
as  the  government  of  any  other  great  city  in 
America.  We  all  remember  the  recent  words 
of  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  when  he  stood  there  and 
said,  "If  there  is  an  increase  in  the  taxes,  it  means 
that  the  man  or  woman  who  lives  in  a  tenement 
will  be  compelled  to  pay  another  dollar  a  month 
for  their  rental."  When  every  commodity  in 
life  is  going  down,  we  find  the  tax  rate  of  Boston 
going  up.  I  say  there  is  no  real  justification  for 
it.  I  say  that  we  are  paying  10  per  cent  too  much 
in  the  way  of  taxes  in  the  City  of  Boston,  as  is 
proven  by  the  statements  from  these  other  great 
cities  of  America;  and  I  would  like  to  have  an 
unbiased  committee  go  to  these  different  cities 
and  see  how  they  conduct  their  affairs,  how 
they  run  their  departments,  and  decide  what  is 
radically  wrong  in  the  City  of  Boston,  because 
there  is  something  radically  wrong.  On  the 
estimated  finally  readjusted  tax  rate  we  find  the 
Boston  tax  rate  higher  .than  that  even  of  the 
so-called  bankrupt  city  of  Chicago,  with  the 
readjusted  tax  rate  here  of  $27.22  as  against 
Chicago's  readjustment  figure  of  $20. .30.  On  the 
estimate  of  the  true  value  throughout  the  great 
cities  of  America,  we  find  Boston  with  a  total  of 
$28.28  as  against  $27.25  in  Detroit  and  $25.90 
in  New  York.  We  are  all  going  to  be  called  upon 
next  Thursday  to  vote  for  the  budget,  and  it  is 
going  to  mean  an  increase  in  the  taxes  and  is 
going  to  mean  something  for  which  every  member 
of  this  Council  is  going  to  be  held  responsible. 
I  wonder  how  you  can  justify  yourselves  when 
you  have  to  say,  "  I  was  a  member  of  the  Boston 
City  Council  that  spent  millions  of  dollars  more 
than  have  ever  been  spent  here  before,  and  more 
proportionately  than  has  been  spent  in  any  other 
large  city  of  this  country"?  We  will  have  to 
stop,  Mr.  President,  because  otherwise  the  end 
is  near,  as  Mr.  Keough,  the  personal  representative 
of  the  Finance  Commission,  said  at  the  hearing  at 
the  State  House.  He  sta  ed  that  if  he  con- 
tinued as  we  are  going  Boston  would  be  in  the 
same  class  with  Fall  River.  We  have  a  duty  to 
perform,  every  one  of  us.  We  were  elected 
by  the  people  and  not  by  the  Mayor,  and  I  say 
that  we,  as  well  as  the  Mayor,  are  responsible  for 
an  increase  in  the  taxes  of  the  City  of  Boston. 
And  so  I  want  a  committee  of  three  such  citizens 
as  I  have  designated  in  this  order  to  go  throughout 
the  country  and  to  find  from  these  large  cities 
how  they  run  their  municipalities  and  keep 
their  tax  rate  down,  as  they  are  doing,  while  the 
tax  rate  of  Boston  this  year  is  $30.88,  and  an 
increase  of  two  or  three  dollars  will  bring  it  up  to 
$33  or  over,  the  highest  in  the  history  of  any  city. 

Coun.  COX — Mr.  President,  while  in  no  way 
wishing  to  take  issue  with  the  member  who  has 
just  spoken,  I  do  not  think  he  has  truly  stated  the 
picture  of  taxation  here.  A  high  tax  rate  does  not 
necessarily  mean  misuse  of  municipal  funds. 
A  high  tax  rate  may  mean  low  valuation.  I  have 
in  mind  the  fact  that  in  some  of  our  smaller 
towns  the  tax  rate  runs  from  $8  to  $10  a  thousand, 
while  the  valuation  runs  two  and  three  times 
higher  than  in  Boston.  So  I  don't  think  we  can 
draw  a  true  picture  of  conditions  simply  by  using 
the  rate  of  taxation  per  thousand. 

Coun.  FITZGERALD— Mr.  President,  I  dis- 
like very  much  to  disagree  with  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  8,  who  introduced  that  order,  but 
I   do  not   believe   the   City   Council   should   sur- 


render its  prerogatives  to  anybody  else,  to  any 
outside  body.  I  do  not  know  that  the  Chamber 
of  Commerce  has  been  such  an  honor  and  credit 
to  our  city.  They  have  done  more  to  retard 
progress  and  are  more  responsible  for  the  waste 
and  extravagance  we  have  seen  in  this  city  in 
past  years  than  many  other  organizations.  This 
City  Council  has  within  its  power  to  do  much 
in  this  matter.  The  Mayor  of  Boston  cannot 
spend  a  dollar  without  the  sanction  of  this  body. 
This  body  has  been  repeatedly  surrendering  its 
powers  and  prerogatives  by  voting  away  millions 
and  millions,  the  expenditure  of  which  it  could 
have  prevented.  The  members  of  the  City 
Council  are  responsible,  are  given  certain  powers, 
and  are  supposed  to  exercise  those  powers  properly, 
and  I  dislike  very  much  to  vote  for  any  proposition 
which  will  mean  the  surrender  of  our  powers  to  any 
independent  and  private  body  who  are  not  them- 
selves responsible.  As  I  say,  the  Chamber  of 
Commerce  has  done  considerable  damage,  and  I 
believe  this  matter  should  be  settled  by  the 
City  Council,  here.  We  should  show  some  con- 
structive policy.  We  are  the  trustees  of  the  city, 
we  are  responsible  lor  the  expenditure  of  its 
money.  The  responsibility  is  right  here  in  the 
city  government,  and  if  we  take  action  which 
results  in  the  taxes  going  up,  it  is  the  fault  of  the 
Council.  If  we  wish  to  have  the  taxes  reduced, 
we  have  it  in  our  power  to  reduce  them.  If  we 
wish  to  cut  down  the  budget  next  Thursday,  we 
have  that  power.  Also,  we  have  the  Finance 
Commission,  whose  province  is  to  act  as  critic. 
They  are  the  criticizing  body,  and  if  they  feel 
that  anything  is  wrong  they  can  say  so.  They 
have  that  power.  This  talk  about  having  repre- 
sentatives of  the  Real  Estate  Exchange,  the 
Chamber  of  Commerce  and  the  Central  Labor 
Union  acting  for  us  in  this  matter  is  all  nonsense. 
I  disagree  also  with  the  councilor  from  West 
Koxbury.  ICoun.  Cox.]  I  say  that  there  is  a 
large  class  of  property  in  this  city  that  is  over- 
valued, property  in  the  North  End,  the  West 
End,  the  South  End  and  other  sections  of  this 
city.  We  are  overtaxed.  Not  only  do  the  taxes 
go  up,  but  the  valuations  are  up.  They  have 
to  go  up,  to  meet  the  demands  that  are  made. 
Now,  if  departments  should  be  pruned,  they 
should  be  pruned.  We  are  absolutely  respon- 
sible, and  we  should  not  call  in  any  private  out- 
side organization.  I  trust,  therefore,  that  Coun- 
cilor Dowd's  order  will  not  prevail.  We,  the  City 
Council,  have  the  power  in  this  matter,  and  I 
trust  that  the  order  will  be  voted  down.  Some 
years  ago  an  order  similar  to  this  went  through, 
under  which  certain  gentlemen  were  appointed, 
and  we  know  what  happened  in  those  days. 
The  Mayor  of  the  city  at  that  time  allowed 
himself  to  be  fooled  into  appointing  an  unpaid 
commission  which  raised  havoc  with  the  city  and 
did  no  good.  We  are  now  supposed  to  be  living 
under  the  greatest  charter  that  was  ever  passed 
for  any  city  in  this  country,  and,  if  we  are  told  that 
it  has  been  a  failure,  we  should  realize  that  after 
all  the  City  Council  has  under  it  certain  powers. 
We  all  know  that  after  the  budget  is  passed  we 
have  very  little  power,  but  we  do  have  power  to 
act  upon  the  budget.  If,  however,  the  Council 
surrenders  its  powers  and  as  a  result  certain 
things  happen,  they  alone  are  to  blame. 

The  order  was  referred  to  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee. 


DELIVERIES  OF  COAL  BY  PUBLIC  WEL- 
FARE  DEPARTMENT. 

Coun.  DO  WD  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  chairman  of  the  Overseers  of 
the  Public  Welfare  be  requested,  through  his  Honor 
the  Mayor,  to  investigate  and  report  to  the  City 
Council  as  to  the  deliveries  of  coal  by  the  Public 
Welfare  Department. 

Coun.  DOWD — Mr.  President,  last  week  we 
heard  some  talk  about  graft,  about  racketeering, 
in  connection  with  the  operation  of  the  Overseers 
of  the  Public  Welfare  Department,  and  we  got  a 
nice  sarcastic  remark  from  Chairman  Hecht,  "to 
give  the  Council  his  love!"  That  may  be  all  right 
so  far  as  Mr.  Hecht  is  concerned,  but  I  want  to 
have  this  department  explain,  through  the  Mayor, 
certain  things  to  the  people  of  Boston.  There  is 
a  rooming  house  at  664  Massachusetts  avenue, 
where  three  single  individuals  room,  paying  $3, 
$4  or  $5  a  week  for  a  room.  They  room  there  by 
themselves.  They  pay  for  a  room  and  the  owner 
of  the  house  supplies  heat.     On  certain  specific 
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occasions — and  I  have  the  slips  here  from  the  New 
England  Coal  and  Ice  Company  of  Dorchester 
to  prove  it — coal  was  delivered  to  these  people, 
in  this  heated  house,  and  with  no  place  to  put  it 
but  in  their  bedrooms.  When  the  coal  got  there 
the  owner  of  the  house,  664  Massachusetts  avenue, 
informed  the  driver  that  these  people  were  living 
in  rooms,  that  the  heat  was  supplied  and  that 
there  was  no  need  for  the  coal,  and  still  the  driver 
insisted  on  leaving  the  coal  at  that  rooming  house, 
in  spite  of  that  information,  that  the  house  was 
heated.  And  so  the  coal  was  left  there,  and  ac- 
cording to  the  statement  of  the  owner  of  664 
Massachusetts  avenue,  during  the  course  of  the 
last  three  months  some  $60  worth  of  coal  has  been 
so  left  and  finally  placed  in  the  cellar,  and  after 
the  owner  told  the  individuals  that  it  was  not 
wanted.  If  that  is  not  racketeering  in  connec- 
tion with  people  who  apply  for  aid,  I  don't  know 
what  racketeering  is.  I  see  by  the  Boston  papers 
dealing  .with  the  investigation  of  the  operations 
of  that  department,  today,  that  but  two  improper 
cases  have  been  noted.  Two  people  have  been 
found  guilty  of  taking  money  from  the  overseers 
that  did  not  belong  to  them.  What  a  terrible 
crime!  Two  people  out  of  all  those  with  whom 
the  department  dealt  have  been  found  guilty. 
And  still  the  others  are  paying  the  penalty  for  the 
stirring  up  of  this  thing.  I  say — and  you  members 
of  the  Council  have  had  experience  in  the  matter 
and  know  about  it  yourselves — that  in  the  last  few 
days  the  overseers  have  issued  orders  to  their 
visitors  to  cut  down  on  every  individual  receiving 
aid.  I  had  a  case  reported  to  me  Saturday  of  a 
gentleman  with  eight  children,  all  under  sixteen 
years  of  age,  receiving  the  magnificent  sum  of  $19 
a  week,  and  when  within  a  few  days  he  went  there 
to  get  the  money  he  was  cut  down  to  $17,  without 
rhyme  or  reason.  It  is  just  as  I  said  last  Monday, 
Mr.  President, — this  is  simply  a  blind  to  give  an 
excuse  for  cutting  down  and  giving  a  starvation 
dole  to  the  people  who  go  to  the  overseers.  And 
when  you  come  to  look  into  this  coal  racketeering 
which  is  evidently  going  on  I  think  you  will  find 
that  the  racketeering  is  not  being  done  by  the 
poor  people  who  apply  for  aid. 

Coun.  WILSON — Mr.  President,  I  am  glad  to 
see  that  the  gentleman  from  Ward  8  [Coun. 
Dowd]  has  apparently  revised  his  opinion  of  last 
week  and  has  come  to  the  conclusion  that  there 
are  some  of  these  cases  dealt  with  by  the  Public 
Welfare  Department  that  may  be  worth  looking 
into.  It  is  certainly  surprising  to  many  of  us,  I 
know,  to  find  that  coal  is  being  forced  on  anybody 
in  Boston. 

Coun.  DOWD — Mr.  President,  I  have  not 
revised  my  opinion  of  last  week,  Councilor  Wilson. 
I  have  not  changed  it  the  least  bit.  I  said  last 
Monday  that,  to  my  mind,  there  were  not  one 
hundred  cases  that  were  improper  among  the 
thousands  of  cases  that  were  handled;  that  if 
there  was  racketeering  done  it  was  done  among 
the  executives  of  the  Board  of  Overseers.  And 
this  case  that  I  have  pointed  out  to  the  Council 
here  today,  Mr.  President,  bears  out  my  conten- 
tion. These  people  1  have  interviewed  personally, 
and  they  have  informed  me  that  they  are  living 
in  rooms  that  are  heated  by  the  owner.  Cer- 
tainly, you  could  hardly  expect  to  .place  coal  in  a 
room  that  was  being  used  for  a  bedroom,  partic- 
ularly in  a  house  that  was  being  already  heated 
by  the  owner.  They  did  not  ask  for  coal,  but 
only  for  a  few  dollars  a  week,  to  help  keep  body 
and  soul  together,  and  the  owner  of  the  house  is 
evidently  a  very  honorable  and  upright  individual, 
who  did  not  want  the  coal,  but  still  put  it  in  the 
cellar  and  was  kind  enough  to  place  it  to  the  credit 
of  the  people  living  in  the  rooms  as  room  rent. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


INFORMATION   FROM   BOARD   OF   OVER- 
SEERS  OF   PUBLIC   WELFARE. 

Coun.  NORTON  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Board  of  Overseers  of  Public 
Welfare  advise  the  Council,  through  his  Honor  the 
Mayor,  tin  actual  number  of  cases  of  larceny  to 
come  to  their  attention,  as  of  April  the  15th,  1931. 
Coun.  NORTON— Mr.  President,  the  news- 
paper headlines  of  Boston  for  some  days  earned 
stories,  apparently  emanating  from  high  officials, 
to  the  effect  that  there  were  many  people  drawing 
aid  from  the  Citv  of  Boston  who  really  had  money 
in  the  bank,  and,  therefore,  these  people  were 
guilty  of  larceny.     One  official  went  so  far  as  to 


say  that  one  quarter  of  the  number  of  unemployed 
now  drawing  aid  from  the  city  were  obtaining 
money  under  false  pretences.  If  such  were  the 
case,  these  officials  would  have  been  performing  a 
splendid  public  duty,  by  throwing  light  upon  the 
situation,  but,  to  date,  only  two  arrests  have  been 
made  out  of  the  total  number  of  12,500  or  more 
people  who  today  draw  relief  from  the  City  of 
Boston.  I  was  given  to  understand  that  the  Wel- 
fare Department  had  a  very  poor  executive  system. 
That  the  applicant  was  not  compelled  to  sign  his 
name,  to  sign  an  affidavit,  so  that  the  city  could 
prosecute  in  case  of  larceny.  Investigation  shows 
that  the  only  two  cases  shown  up  to  date  after  all 
this  furore,  were  cases  that  the  Overseers  of 
Public  Welfare  themselves  reported  to  the  Cor- 
poration Counsel.  When  a  person  applies  for  poor 
relief  from  the  city,  the  Overseers  of  Public  Wel- 
fare ask  all  the  banks  to  advise  them  if  the  appli- 
cant has  any  money  on  deposit.  This  takes 
considerable  time.  When  the  report  came  in 
that  a  man  drawing  relief  from  the  city  had  a 
bank  account  of  some  $2,000,  the  overseers  asked 
the  Corporation  Counsel  to  do  the  same  as  he  had 
done  in  many  previous  eases,  attach  the  bank 
account  and  obtain  back  for  the  city  the  amount 
of  money  paid  to  this  individual  in  poor  relief. 
The  city  was  protected.  Even  though  the  appli- 
cant had  not  signed  an  affidavit,  our  courts  have 
ruled  that  it  is  sufficient  to  substantiate  a  charge 
of  larceny  if  the  visitor,  who  makes  out  the  applica- 
tion, reports  that  the  seeker  of  aid  had  misinformed 
her  as  to  his  or  her  financial  condition.  So  all  this 
talk  that  the  Overseers  of  Public  Welfare  were 
lax  in  not  having  the  applicants  sign  affidavits, 
etc.,  is  more  or  less  beside  the  point.  They  have 
protected  the  interests  of  the  city.  Some  months 
ago,  the  Soldiers'  Relief  Commissioner  at  City 
Hall  gave  statements  to  the  press  relating  to  an 
investigation  that  he  had  on  regarding  false  claims 
for  aid  made  by  veterans.  The  public  were  led  to 
believe  that  a  very  bad  condition  existed.  One 
judge  said  to  me: 

"I  thought  we  would  have  a  small  army  of 
veterans  come  before  the  court  on  the  charge  of 
larceny  and  after  all  that  furore  we  had  only  one 
veteran  come  before  us,  charged  with  the  larceny 
of  less  than  $40.  These  reports  seem  unfair,  to 
say  the  least,  to  the  rank  and  file  of  needy 
veterans." 

This  same  condition  was  re-enacted  in  the  case 
of  the  Overseers  of  Public  Welfare.  Over  12,500 
unfortunates  are  on  their  rolls.  Counting  four 
and  one  quarter  to  four  and  one  half  children  and 
wives  dependent  upon  this  number,  we  have  a 
total  of  approximately  50,000  people  in  Boston 
today  dependent  upon  the  city  to  keep  a  roof 
over  their  heads;  to  feed  them.  Add  25,000 
more,  which  the  Family  Welfare  Society  and 
St.  Vincent  de  Paul  organizations  take  care  of, 
and  we  have  the  grim  sight  of  over  100,000  people 
in  Boston  for  whom  it  is  necessary  to  accept  some 
form  of  charity  or  other.  Never  in  our  history 
have  we  faced  such  a  condition.  It  is  unfair  to 
these  unfortunates  to  terrorize  them  with  reports 
that  there  has  been  wholesale  graft  in  the  Welfare 
Department,  that  big  investigations  are  on;  that 
detectives  and  investigators  are  about,  that  there 
has  been  much  perjury  practiced  by  seekers  of 
poor  relief,  if  such  is  not  the  ease.  Ninety-nine  out 
of  one  hundred  cases,  where  unfortunates  are 
forced  to  ask  the  city  for  relief,  the  whole  truth 
is  told.  I  want  to  see  the  Overseers  of  the  Public 
Welfare  checkup  on  every  dollar  of  the  people's 
money  that  is  given  out.  Let  them  continue  to  do 
in  the  future  as  they  have  done  in  the  past,  give 
relief  first  to  hungry  children,  and  then  checkup 
on  the  bank  accounts — and  some  weeks  later, 
when  the  banks  have  reported,  if  a  case  of  larceny 
has  been  found,  let  them  report  it  to  the  Corpora- 
tion Counsel  who  will  attach  the  bank  account 
and  obtain  the  money  back  for  the  city.  The 
city  is^protected,  and  it  is  not  necessary  to  terrorize 
the  overwhelming  majority  of  those  who  draw  aid 
from  the  city,  who  are  poor  but  honest.  Unneces- 
sary to  spread  in  the  headlines  stories  to  the  effect 
that  the  Overseers  of  Public  Welfare  have  not 
properly  protected  the  interests  of  the  city,  when 
investigation  proves  sucli  to  not  be  the  case.  See 
the  picture  as  we  see  it,  out  in  Hyde  Park.  An 
old  couple,  honored  graduates  of  the  great  college 
of  life,  toddling  along  now  in  the  afternoon  of  life, 
after  working  and  slaving  all  their  lives  in  the 
factories  out  there  to  raise  a  family  of  children 
who  went  off  and  forgot  their  mother  and  father 
in  their  old  age.     Humiliated  as  they  are,  to  even 
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have  to  ask  the  city  for  something  to  eat  and  to 
provide  a  little  home  for  them.  Picture  that  old 
couple,  if  you  will,  in  your  mind's  eye,  as  they 
send  for  me  and  say  in  hushed,  quivering  tones,  as 
they  quietly  close  the  door  and  I  enter  a  darkened 
room  that  they  call  "home,"  and  the  mother,  a 
kind  old  soul  who  is  just  a  little  braver  than  the 
daddy  who  has  choked  up,  says:  "The  policeman 
was  standing  outside  the  door  yesterday.  He 
looked  in  here.  He  never  did  that  before.  The 
newspapers  say  we  are  all  going  to  be  investigated." 
Why  terrorize  these  unfortunates?  And  that  is 
just  what  happens  when  high  officials  spread 
headlines  in  the  news  that  much  graft  and  larceny 
is  taking  place  in  the  Boston  Poor  Department; 
that  many  applicants  have  told  falsehoods.  That 
detectives,  investigators  and  police  are  on  the 
trail.  And  then  it  turns  out  that  less  than  ten 
people  out  of  12,500  are  guilty  of  infractions. 

Coun.  WILSON — Mr.  President,  do  I  under- 
stand that  this  order  is  similar  to  the  order  of  last 
week,  or  that  it  aBks  for  the  number  of  cases  that 
have  been  guilty  of  larceny? 

Coun.  NORTON — -This  definitely  asks  for  those 
that  have  been  guilty  of  larceny. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


WARD  13  IMPROVEMENTS. 

Coun.  McGRATH  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,     That    the    Commissioner    of    Public 
Works  be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor, 
to  repave  with  smooth  pavement  Magnolia  street, 
Ward  13. 

Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor, 
to  repave  with  smooth  pavement  Dacia  street, 
from  Dewey  street  to  Brookford  street,  Ward  13. 


Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  be  requested,  through  his  honor  the  Mayor, 
to  repave  with  smooth  pavement  Julian  street, 
Ward  13. 

Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  be  requested,  through  his  honor  the  Mayor, 
to  repave  with  smooth  pavement  Woodcliff  street, 
from  Howard  avenue  to  Dacia  street,  Ward  13. 

Severally  passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


RECESS. 

The  Council  voted,  at  4  p.  m.,  on  motion  of 
Coun.  GLEASON,  to  take  a  receBS  subject  to  the 
call  of  the  Chair.  The  members  reassembled  in 
the  Council  Chamber  and  were  called  to  order  by 
President  McGRATH  at  5.15  p.  m. 


EXECUTIVE    COMMITTEE    REPORTS. 

Coun.  WILSON,  for  the  Executive  Committee, 
submitted  the  following  reports: 

1.  Report  on  order  (referred  today)  accepting 
chapter  136  of  Acts  of  1931,  entitled  "An  Act 
establishing  the  Compensation  of  Special  .fusticcs 
of  the  Municipal  Court  of  the  City  of  Boston," — 
recommending  acceptance  of  same. 

Report  accepted;  said  order  passed. 

2.  Report  on  message  of  Mayor  and  order 
(referred  today)  that  Fire  Commissioner  be  author- 
ized to  sell  at  public  auction  ten  to  twelve  tons  of 
old  lead  cable  in  possession  of  Fire  Department, 
valued  at  more  than  $500, — that  same  ought  to 
pass. 

Report  accepted;    said  order  passed. 

3.  Report  on  petition  (referred  today)  for 
children  under  fifteen  years  of  age  to  appear  at 
places  of  public  amusement,  viz.: 

Leona  C.  White,  Jacob  P.  Bates  Hall,  June  12, — 
that  leave  be  granted. 

Report  accepted;  leave  granted  on  usual 
conditions. 

4.  Report  on  order  (referred  today)  inviting 
Hon.  Alfred  E.  Smith  to  be  orator  of  the  day  at 
City  of  Boston  exercises  to  be  held  at  Faneuil 
Hall  on  the  Fourth  of  July  next, — that  the  same 
ought  not  to  pass. 

The  report  was  accepted  and  the  question  came 
on  the  passage  of  the  order. 


Coun.  HEIN  offered  the  following  amendment: 
Provided,  however,  that  nothing  under  this 
order  shall  be  construed  as  an  attempt  by  the  City 
Council  of  Boston  to  take  any  prerogative  from 
his  Honor  the  Mayor  which  strictly  belongs  to  the 
Executive  Department. 

Coun.  KELLY — Mr.  President,  on  the  particular 
order  that  is  before  the  body  now  I  demand  a 
roll  call.     1  insist  on  a  roll  call  right  now. 

President  McGRATH — An  amendment  has 
been  offered  by  Councilor  Hein,  and  the  clerk  will 
read  the  amendment. 

The  clerk  read  the  amendment  offered  by 
Councilor  Hein,  as  stated  above. 

The  question  came  on  the  adoption  of  the 
amendment. 

Coun.  KELLY — Mr.  President,  I  knew,  of 
course,  that  1  was  probably  making  a  useless 
fight  in  the  committee  room.  I  knew  that  all 
minds  were  acting  as  one  to  defeat  my  order 
which  would  call  upon  the  saviour  of  democracy 
to  come  here  to  be  the  speaker  on  the  Fourth  of 
•July.  1  knew  that  everything  was  against  me, 
because  it  offended  the  Mayor,  but  1  cared  not. 
Now,  in  regard  to  this  amendment,  each  and 
every  one  of  you  councilors  sitting  here  in  your 
seats  knows  how  your  ward  went  in  voting  for 
"Al"  Smith  in  the  last  presidential  campaign. 
You  know  that  "Al"  Smith  is  going  to  be  the 
Democratic  standard  bearer  two  years  from 
now,  regardless  of  Mayor  Curley  or  anybody 
else,  that  he  is  the  choice  of  the  real  democratic 
leaders  in  this  state.  I  was  tricked  in  the  executive 
session  by  the  exercise  of  some  of  the  brains  of 
this  Council  with  the  advice  of  the  Mayor  down- 
stairs. They  were  against  me,  and  they  did 
their  best  through  parliamentary  procedure  to 
cast  me  out  of  this  picture.  But  I  do  not  intend 
to  be  cast  out  of  the  picture,  Mr.  President. 
This  amendment  should  not  prevail.  If  we  are 
Democrats  here,  we  will  not  allow  the  amend- 
ment to  stand.  Therefore,  I  am  going  to  de- 
mand a  roll  call  on  the  amendment,  and,  if  the 
amendment  is  adopted,  is  adopted  or  defeated, 
I  am  going  to  demand  a  roll  call  on  the  entire 
measure.  I  certainly  hope  that  no  Democrat  in 
this  Council  will  tolerate  for  a  moment  tactics 
looking  to  the  taking  away  of  the  Democratic 
nomination   for  President   of   "Al"    Smith. 

Coun.  WILSON — Mr.  President,  as  one  who 
does  not  care  to  enter  into  the  personalities  of 
either  of  the  Democratic  candidates  for  President, 
or  the  two  prospective  speakers  on  the  same 
afternoon,  July  4,  1  reiterate  the  same  point  that 
I  made  in  executive  session.  In  my  opinion  an 
invitation  such  as  is  proposed  by  the  gentleman 
who  offered  this  order,  to  a  former  governor  of 
New  York  State  to  appear  in  this  city  and  speak 
on  the  Fourth  of  July  as  the  orator  of  the  occasion, 
after  another  prominent  man  has  been  invited, 
to  be  the  speaker  of  the  day,  is  an  affront  both 
to  the  gentleman  who  has  already  been  asked 
to  speak  and  to  the  gentleman  who  my  colleague 
from  Dorchester  now  wishes  to  be  asked  to  speak. 
And  I  think  for  we  members  of  this  body,  either 
Democrats  or  Republicans,  to  now  vote  for  the 
passage  of  the  order  which  has  been  offered  by 
the  member  would  be  an  affront  to  both  the 
gentlemen  whose  names  have  been  mentioned. 

Coun.  GREEN— Mr.  President,  1  do  not 
intend  at  this  late  day  to  be  stampeded  and  "put 
on  the  spot"  in  this  matter.  Of  course  I  know 
it  is  a  popular  move  politically  to  wave  the  "Al" 
Smith  flag  over  your  head  and  march  under  those 
colors.  But  I  am  speaking  as  a  man  who  served 
my  district  in  1924,  during  the  hot  and  sultry 
days  of  the  convention,  when  eight  of  us  from 
Boston  had  the  proud  distinction  of  voting  for 
"Al"  Smith  on  one  hundred  and  three  ballots. 
Four  years  afterwards  I  enjoyed  the  great  dis- 
tinction of  being  the  only  one  of  that  eight  to 
vote  in  Houston,  Texas,  on  the  ballot  cast  for 
"Al"  Smith  on  that  day.  So  no  one  can  question 
my  loyalty  to  Alfred  E.  Smith;  and  a  placque  in 
the  home  of  that  gentleman  in  New  York  at  the 
present  day  bears  the  names  of  the  eight  men  of 
Boston,  two  men  of  this  body,  who  voted  for 
"Al"iSmith  at  that  time  on  one  hundred  and  three 
ballots.  Mr.  President,  I  would  like  to  know 
who  is  responsible  for  this  order  which  has  been 
introduced  here  this  afternoon?  I  would  like  to 
know  if  the  order  originated  in  the  fertile  brain  of 
the  gentleman  from  Dorchester,  or  whether  the 
gentleman  who  is  now  chairman  of  ourDemocracy 
in  Massachusetts  is  throwing  the  loaded  dice  on 
the  gentleman  downstairs,  the  same  loaded  dice 
that  he  threw  on  two  members  of  this  honorable 
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body  when  he  appeared  at  Mechanics  Building 
and  pointed  the  finger  of  suspicion  at  men  whose 
Democracy  up  to  that  time  had  never  been 
questioned.  I  refuse  to  go  on  the  spot,  Mr. 
President,  I  refuse  to  be  stampeded,  and  I  think 
it  is  unfair  for  the  gentleman  from  Dorchester  or 
any  other  councilor  to  come  in  here  under  the 
colors,  as  he  claims,  of  "Al"  Smith,  and  try  to 
stampede  this  honorable  body.  1  have  filled  out 
a  questionnaire  for  "Al"  Smith  as  President,  and 
if  God  spares  me  my  health  and  1  am  a  member 
of  the  next  Democratic  Convention,  I  will  still 
carry  there  the  colors  of  "Al"  Smith.  I  have 
filled  out  that  questionnaire  within  forty-eight 
hours  and  deposited  it  in  the  letter  box,  and  it 
is  on  its  way  to  New  York,  pledging  my  allegiance 
to  the  support  of  that  man  if  he  is  a  candidate 
for  President.  1  say,  if  he  is  a  candidate.  We  do 
not  know  who  is  going  to  be  the  standard  bearer 
of  the  Democratic  Party.  1  hold  no  brief  for 
Owen  D.  Young,  1  hold  no  brief  for  any  other  man 
in  the  party.  But  there  isn't  any  Donahue  or 
any  other  man,  no  matter  what  his  exalted  position 
may  be,  there  is  no  so-called  Democratic  leader 
in  this  state,  who  is  going  to  stampede  this  gentle- 
man. "Donahue," — and  1  hope  my  voice  rings 
to  Fall  River  this  afternoon, — "I  refuse  to  be 
bluffed  by  you,  sir,"  and  all  I  can  say  for  the 
poor  people  of  Fall  River  is,  "God  help  that 
city!"  Now,  Mr.  President,  I  am  going  to  vote, 
and  I  am  going  to  try  to  vote  intelligently.  I 
think  the  people  in  my  district,  a  district  which 
I  have  had  the  proud  pleasure  of  serving  for 
almost  twenty  years,  know  of  my  loyalty  to  the 
party  and  my  loyalty  to  "Al"  Smith;  and,  re- 
gardless of  what  action  is  taken  on  the  floor  of 
this  body  this  afternoon,  I  feel  that  they  will 
still  honor  me  in  the  fall  when  1  go  before  them 
seeking  their  suffrage. 

The  question  came  on  the  adoption  of  the 
amendment  offered  by  Coun.  Hein. 

Coun.  KELLY — Mr.  President,  I  move  that  the 
vote  on  the  amendment  be  taken  by  roll  call. 

The  roll  was  called,  and  Coun.  Hein's  amend- 
ment was  adopted,  yeas  15,  nays  3: 

Yeas — Coun.  Arnold,  Bush,  Cox,  Donovan, 
Englert,  Fitzgerald,  Gleason,  Green,  Hein,  Ma- 
honey,  McGrath,  Murray,  Norton,  Power,  Ruby 
—15. 

Nays — Coun.  Dowd,  Kelly,  Wilson — 3. 

The  question  came  on  the  passage  of  the  order 
as  amended,  and  Coun.  KELLY  asked  for  a  roll 
call.  The  clerk  called  the  roll,  on  the  passage 
of  the  order  as  amended,  with  the  following 
result: 

Yeas — Coun.  Arnold,  Dowd,  Englert,  Fitzgerald, 
Kelly,  Mahoney,  McGrath,  Murray,  Norton, 
Power — 10. 

Nays — Coun.  Bush,  Cox,  Donovan,  Gleason, 
Green,  Hein,  Ruby,  Wilson — 8. 

Coun.  GREEN — Mr.  President,  is  it  true  that 
the  father  of  this  amendment  voted  against  it? 

President  McGRATH— The  Chair  will  announce 
the  roll  call,  Councilor  Green, — ten  in  the  affirma- 
tive and  eight  in  the  negative,  and  the  order  as 
amended  is  passed. 

Coun.  HEIN — Mr.  President,  may  I  ask  how 
the  question  was  taken? 

President  McGRATH — The  vote  was  taken  on 
the  order  as  amended.  The  question  was  on  the 
passage  of  the  order  as  amended. 

Coun.  HEIN— Then,  Mr.  President,  I  would 
like  to  change  my  vote. 

Coun.  DOWD — Mr.  President,  I  rise  to  a  point 
of  order.  The  vote  has  already  been  announced 
by  the  President. 

President  McGRATH — Does  Councilor  Dowd 
refuse  unanimous  consent  to  the  gentleman  to 
change  his  vote? 

Coun.  KELLY — I  do,  Mr.  President.  I  refuse 
unanimous  consent. 

Coun.  WILSON — Mr.  President,  I  move  recon- 
sideration of  the  action  just  taken,  for  the  obvious 
reason  that,  due  to  the  confusion  in  reporting 
back  the  order  and  acting  on  the  amendment, 
and  for  various  other  causes,  it  seems  clear  that 
one  of  our  members  at  least  is  wrongly  recorded. 

The  motion  to  reconsider  the  passage  of  the 
order  as  amended  was  declared  carried. 

Coun.  KELLY— Mr.  President,  I  doubt  the 
vote  and  ask  for  a  roll  call. 

President  McGRATH— Councilor  Kelly  doubts 
the  vote.  The  question  is  on  reconsideration,  and 
Councilor  Kelly  asks  for  a  roll  call. 


Coun.  WILSON — Mr.  President,  may  I  ask 
that  the  order  as  amended  be  read  so  that  the 
members  of  the  Council  may  know  on  what 
question  they  are  now  voting. 

President  McGRATH— The  Chair  will  suspend 
the  calling  of  the  roll  till  the  order  as  amended 
can  be  read. 

The  clerk  read  the  order  as  amended. 

President  McGRATH — The  question  is  on  re- 
consideration, and  the  clerk  will  call  the  roll. 

Coun.  NORTON— Mr.  President. 

President  McGRATH — For  what  purpose  does 
the  gentleman  rise?     No  debate  is  in  order. 

Coun.  MAHONEY — Mr.  President,  are  we 
voting  on  Councilor  Kelly's  order  as  amended? 

President  McGRATH— On  Councilor  Kelly's 
order  as  amended  by  Councilor  Hein.  The  body 
has  already  voted  to  pass  the  order  as  amended 
by  a  vote  of  ten  to  eight.  Councilor  Wilson 
moved  a  reconsideration  of  the  vote,  and  we  are 
now  voting  on  the  motion  to  reconsider. 

Coun.  Wilson's  motion  to  reconsider  waB  declared 
carried  by  roll  call,  yeas  15,  nays  3: 

Yeas — Coun.  Bush,  Cox,  Donovan,  Englert, 
Fitzgerald,  Gleason,  Green,  Hein,  Mahoney, 
McGrath,  Murray,  Norton,  Power,  Ruby,  Wilson 
—15. 

Nays — Coun.  Arnold,  Dowd,  Kelly — 3. 

President  McGRATH — The  question  now 
comes  on  the  passage  of  the  order  as  amended. 

Coun.  NORTON — Mr.  President,  I  move  that 
the  matter  be  laid  on  the  table.  I  claim  that  very 
few  of  us  here  are  cognizant  of  what  this  is  all 
about,  and  it  is  a  very,  very  dangerous  matter, 
for  that  reason,  at  this  time.  I  make  a  motion 
that  the  matter  lie  on  the  table. 

Coun.  KELLY— Mr.  President. 

President  McGRATH — It  is  moved  that  the 
matter  lie  on  the  table,  and  that  is  the  question. 
No  debate  is  in  order; 

Coun.  KELLY — Mr.  President,  doesn't  the 
motion  have  to  be  seconded? 

President  McGRATH— No. 

The  motion  to  lay  on  the  table  was  lost. 

The  order  as  amended  was  passed,  yeas  15, 
nays  3 : 

Yeas — Coun.  Arnold,  Cox,  Donovan,  Dowd, 
Englert,  Fitzgerald,  Gleason,  Green,  Hein,  Kelly, 
Mahoney,  McGrath,  Murray,  Norton,  Power — 15. 

Nays — Coun.  Bush,  Ruby,  Wilson — -3. 


AUTOMATIC  TRAFFIC  SIGNALS,  WARD  10. 

Coun.  POWER  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Traffic  Commissioner  be  re- 
quested, through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  provide 
for  the  installation  of  an  automatic  traffic  signal 
at  the  junction  of  Perkins  street  and  South  Hunt- 
ington avenue,  Ward  10. 

Ordered,  That  the  Traffic  Commissioner  be 
requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  pro- 
vide for  the  installation  of  an  automatic  traffic 
signal  at  the  junction  of  Bynner  street  and  the 
Riverway,  Ward  10. 

Severally  passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


PRICE   OF  -COAL. 

Coun.  DOWD  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Overseers  of  the  Public 
Welfare  be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the 
Mayor,  to  advise  the  City  Council  the  amount 
paid  per  ton  for  coal  during  the  past  winter  season. 
Coun.  DOWD — Mr.  President,  there  is  just  one 
little  item  that  I  overlooked  when  speaking  on  the 
previous  order.  I  understand  from  Commissioner 
Chapman  that  the  City  of  Boston  pays  $12.28  a 
ton  for  this  coal.  Of  course  it  is  delivered  in  bulk. 
I  understand — and  I  believe  I  am  correct,  although 
I  cannot  get  the  authentic  figures  from  the  over- 
seers— that  the  price  charged  by  the  Overseers 
of  the  Poor  for  this  coal  is  $17.50  a  ton,  and 
the  reason  they  give  for  charging  this  huge 
difference  in  price,  between  $12.28  and  $17.50,  is 
the  fact  that  they  put  it  up  in  100  pound  baskets 
to  be  delivered.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  putting  it  in 
those  baskets  they  can  still  get  two  or  three  tons  on 
their  wagon,  just  the  same  as  if  it  were  bulk  coal; 
and  if  the  overseers  are  sincere  and  wish  to  save 
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the  poor  people  of  the  City  of  Boston  some  money, 
there  is  no  reason  why  the  coal  cannot  be  given  to 
those  getting  it  in  100-pound  bags  or  baskets, 
those  receiving  aid,  at  practically  the  bulk  rate, 
saving  $2  or  $3  a  ton  on  the  coal. 

Coun.  HEIN — Mr.  President,  is  that  soft  coal 
or  hard  coal? 

Coun.  DOWD — Of  course  if  the  gentleman  from 
Brighton  knows  anything  about  the  coal  business, 
he  knows  very  well  that  men  are  not  buying  soft 
coal  at  the  rate  of  $17.50  a  ton.  I  leave  that  to  his 
own  good  judgment. 

Coun.  HEIN — Mr.  President,  I  would  like  to 
ask  where  they  use  the  hard  coal? 

Coun.  DOWD — Where  who  uses  the  hard  coal? 

Coun.  HEIN — Commissioner  O'Hare? 

Coun.    DOWD — I    didn't    say    Commissioner 


who 


O'Hare.     I    said    Commissioner    Chapman, 
buys  the  coal  for  the  City  of  Boston. 

Coun.  HEIN — Where  does  the  City  of  Boston 
use  hard  coal? 

Coun.  DOWD — In  several  of  the  departments. 

Coun.  HEIN— Where? 

Coun.  DOWD — In  several  of  the  public  build- 
ings. There  is  no  need  of  specifying  any  one. 
You  go  to  any  of  the  municipal  buildings  and  you 
will  see  that  it  is  being  used. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


Adjourned,  at  5.36  p.  m.t  on  motion  of  Coun. 
ENGLERT,  to  meet  on  Thursday,  April  9,  1931 
at  2  p.  m.,  for  action  on  the  Appropriation  Bill 
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Thursday,  April  9,  1931. 

Adjourned  meeting  of  the  City  Council,  held  in 
the  Council  Chamber,  City  Hall,  at  2  p.  m.,  to 
act  on   the  annual  budget. 

President  McGRATH  presided,  and  a  quorum 
was  present. 

Coun.  CURTIS— Mr.  President,  I  would  like 
to  move  that  this  matter  be  deferred  until  next 


Monday,  as  I  understand  that  the  departments 
can  get  along  all  right  until  that  time.  I  want 
to  express  my  regret  to  the  members  of  the  Council 
that,  due  to  circumstances  beyond  my  control, 
I  was  not  able  to  be  here  Monday.  I  did  not 
know  of  this  meeting  until  yesterday,  so  I  have 
no  report  to  present  today.  But  I  will  be  ready 
by  next  Monday,  and  the  report  will  be  ready  in 
time  so  that  all  the  members  of  the  committee 
can  go  over  it. 

The  meeting  was  adjourned  at  2.02  p.  m.,  on 
motion  of  Coun.  CURTIS,  to  meet  on  Monday, 
April  13,  1931,  at  2  p.  m. 
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Monday,  April  13,  1931. 
Regular   meeting   of   the   City   Council,   in   the 
Council  Chamber,  City  Hall,  at  2  p.  m.,  President 
McGRATH   in   the  chair.     Absent,    Coun.    Gal- 
lagher. 


APPOINTMENTS   OF    MINOR   OFFICERS. 

The  Mayor  submitted  list  of  minor  officers  paid 
by  fees  appointed  for  the  term  of  one  year  begin- 
ning May  1,  1931,  as  contained  in  City  Document 
No.  54. 

Laid  over  for  a  week  under  the  law. 


APPOINTMENTS   OF   CONSTABLES. 

Subject  to  confirmation  by  the  Council,  the 
Mayor  submitted  appointments  for  the  term 
beginning  May  1,  1931,  of  the  following  named 
persons  to  be  Constables,  viz. : 

George  H.  Evans,  50  Norfolk  street,  Dorchester; 
David  J.  Cohen,  125  Ruthven  street,  Roxbury; 
Samuel  L.  Epstein,  5  Norfolk  street,  Dorchester; 
Samuel  M.  Miller,  73  Wellington  Hill  street, 
Dorchester;  Allen  Libby,  36  Ellington  street,  Dor- 
chester; William  L.  Kelley,  1130  Bennington 
street,  East  Boston. 

Severally  laid  over  a  week  under  the  law. 


REPORTS  FROM   OVERSEERS  OF  PUBLIC 
WELFARE. 
The  following  were  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  April  13,  1931. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  beg  to  submit  herewith  answer 
received  from  the  Overseers  of  the  Public  Welfare 
in  reply  to  an  order  approved  by  the  City  Council 
under  date  of  March  30,  1931,  and  reading  as 
follows : 

Ordered,  That  the  Public  Welfare  Department, 
through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  be,  and  said  depart- 
ment hereby  is,  respectfully  requested  to  furnish 
to  the  City  Council  forthwith  the  detailed  informa- 
tion requested  in  City  Council  order  passed  nn 
August  4,  1930. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.   Curley,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Overseers  of  Public  Welfare,  April  13,  1931. 
Hon.  James  M.  Curley, 

Mayor  of  Boston . 
Dear  Sir, — Replying  to  the  order  of  the  City 
Council  concerning  families  being  aided,  the  Board 
signified  its  intention  of  furnishing  the  Council 
with  the  data  requested  by  passing  a  vote  some 
time  ago,  but  owing  to  the  tremendous  pressure  of 
work  during  the  past  several  months,  it  has  been 
impossible  to  compile  the  data. 

The  Board,  however,  wishes  to  state  that  on  all 
new  cases  and  reapplications,  this  information  is 
being  ascertained  at  the  time  of  filing  of  applica- 
tion, and  the  information  will  be  forwarded  to  you 
as  soon  as  completed. 

Very  truly  yours, 

Simon  E.  Hecht, 

Chairman. 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  April  13,  1931. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  beg  to  submit  herewith  answer 
received  from  the  Overseers  of  the  Public  Welfare 
in  reply  to  an  order  approved  by  the  City  Council 
under  date  of  March  30,  1931,  and  reading  as 
follows : 

Ordered,  That  the  Overseers  of  the  Public  Welfare 
be  requested,   through  his  Honor  the   Mayor,  to 


destroy  their  records  of  persons  who  have  previously 
received  aid  from  said  department  but  whose  names 
have  not  appeared  on  their  rolls  for  the  past  five 
years. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Cubley,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Overseers  of  Public  Welfare,  April  13,  1931. 
Hon.  James  M.  Curley, 

Mayor  of  Boston. 
Dear  Sir, — Eeplying  to  the  order  of  the  City 
Council  with  reference  to  the  destruction  of  records 
of  persons  who  have  previously  received  aid  from 
the  department,  but  whose  names  have  not  ap- 
peared on  the  rolls  for  the  past  five  years,  the  Board 
advises  that  a  complete  record  of  all  cases  must  be 
kept  in  accordance  with  the  statutes,  and  there  is 
no  provision  of  law  permitting  the  Board  to  destroy 
them. 

Very  truly  yours, 

Simon  E.  Hecht, 

Chairman. 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  April  13,  1931. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  beg  to  submit  herewith  answer 
received  from  the  Overseers  of  the  Public  Welfare 
in  reply  to  an  order  approved  by  the  City  Council 
under  date  of  March  30,  1931,  and  reading  as 
follows : 

Ordered,  That  the  Overseers  of  Public  Welfare 
be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  in  the 
event  that  it  is  decided  to  again  issue  grocery 
orders  in  connection  with  their  relief  program,  to 
arrange  it  so  that  the  local  grocers  may  get  the 
business  instead  of  the  chain  storeB,  as  has  been 
the  case  in  the  past. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Overseers  of  Public  Welfare,  April  13,  1931. 
Hon.  James  M.  Curley, 

Mayor  of  Boston. 
Dear  Sir, — Replying  to  the  order  of  the  City 
Council  that  arrangements  be  made  so  that  local 
grocers  may  get  the  business  instead  of  the  chain 
stores,  the  Board  advises  that  this  question  has 
received  its  careful  consideration  on  several  occa- 
sions, and  believes  that  it  would  be  impractical  to 
make  any  change  in  the  present  method  of  issuing 
groceries. 

Very  truly  yours, 

Simon  E.  Hecht, 

Chairman. 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  April  13,  1931. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  beg  to  submit  herewith  answer 
received  from  the  Overseers  of  the  Public  Welfare 
in  reply  to  an  order  approved  by  the  City  Council 
under  date  of  March  30,  1931,  and  reading  as 
follows: 

Ordered,  That  the  Overseers  of  Public  Welfare 
be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to 
appoint  twenty  additional  visitors  for  a  period  of 
sixty  days. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Overseers  of  Public  Welfare,  April  13,  1931. 
Hon.  James  M.  Curley, 

Mayor  of  Boston, 
Dear  Sir, — Replying  to  the  order  of  the  City 
Council  that  twenty  additional  visitors  be  ap- 
pointed for  a  period  of  sixty  days,  the  Board 
desires  to  state  that  the  staff  is  to  be  enlarged  by 
the  addition  of  fifteen  visitors,  twenty-two  clerks 
and  stenographers,  and  one  supervisor  on  the 
passage  of  the  budget  for  the  current  year. 
Very  truly  yours, 

Simon  E.  Hecht, 

Chairman. 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  April  13,  1931. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  beg  to  submit  herewith  answer 
received  from  the  Overseers  of  the  Public  Welfare 
in  reply  to  an  order  approved  by  the  City  Council 
under  date  of  March  30,  1931,  and  reading  as 
follows: 

Ordered,  That  the  Public  Welfare  Department 
and  that  the  Soldiers'  Relief  Department,  through 
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his  Honor  the  Mayor,  each  be  directed  to  obtain 
from  the  head  of  each  family  now  receiving  city 
aid  in  any  form,  a  sworn  affidavit  stating  in  each 
case  whether  such  head  of  the  family  or  any 
person  of  age  in  such  household  owns  or  controls 
directly  or  indirectly  in  their  own  name  or  other- 
wise, any  property  real  or  personal,  and  if  so, 
exactly  what  property  and  of  what  value. 
Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Overseers  of  Public  Welfare,  April  13,  1931. 
Hon.  James  M.  Curley, 

Mayor  of  Boston. 
Dear  Sir, — Replying  to  the  Council  order  that 
all  families  owning  real  or  personal  property 
receiving  aid  be  required  to  file  an  affidavit  stating 
certain  facts  with  relation  to  such  property,  the 
Board  wishes  to  advise  that  this  is  now  being 
done. 

Very  truly  yours, 

Simon  E.  Hecht, 

Chairman. 
Severally  placed  on  file. 


LOAN   FOR  PUBLIC   LIBRARY 
FOUNDATION. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  April  11,  1931. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — A  report  has  been  submitted  to 
me  by  the  Trustees  of  the  Public  Library  which 
is  hereto  appended  setting  forth  that  the  sum  of 
$85,000  is  necessary  for  strengthening  the  founda- 
tion of  the  Central  Library  at  Copley  square. 

The  estimate  submitted  is  based  on  investiga- 
tions conducted  by  competent  engineers  and 
apparently  is  urgent  and  necessary. 

Accordingly,  I  recommend  the  adoption  of  the 
accompanying  order. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Library  Department,  April  3,  1931. 
Hon.  James  M.  Curley, 

Mayor  of  Boston. 
Dear  Sir, — -The  Trustees  of  the  Public  Library 
of  the  City  of  Boston  have  been  informed  by- 
Messrs.  J.  R.  Worcester  &  Co.,  engineers,  that 
the  granite  platform  along  the  Boylston  and 
Dartmouth  street  fronts  of  the  Central  Library 
building  is  in  immediate  need  of  reconstruction. 
Their  reports  and  estimate  of  cost  are  inclosed. 

In  view  of  the  facts  as  presented,  the  trustees 
respectfully  request  a  special  appropriation  of 
$85,000  to  do  this  necessary  work. 

Respectfully  yours, 
The  Trustees  op  the  Public  Library 
of  the  City  of  Boston, 

by  F.   W.  Buxton,  President. 

Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  $85,000  be,  and  the 
same  hereby  is,  appropriated,  to  be  expended  under 
the  direction  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  the 
Boston  Public  Library,  for  Central  Library  Build- 
ing, Foundation  Improvements,  etc.,  and  that  to 
meet  said  appropriation  the  City  Treasurer  be,  and 
hereby  is,  authorized  to  issue,  from  time  to  time,  at 
the  request  of  the  Mayor,  bonds  or  certificates  of 
indebtedness  of  the  city  to  said  amount. 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 


LAND  FOR  LIBRARY,  MISSION  HILL 
PLAYGROUND. 

The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  April  13,  1931. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — For  your  information,  and  in  order 
that  it  may  be  noted  in  the  records,  I  transmit  a 
copy  of  the  vote  of  the  Park  Commissioners  trans- 
ferring to  the  Trustees  of  the  Public  Library  for 
library  purposes  a  portion  of  the  Mission  Hill  Play- 
ground. This  action  by  the  commission  is  taken 
under  the  authority  of  chapter  357  of  the  Acts 
of  1930. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 


The  following  vote  was  passed  at  a  meeting  of 
the  Board  of  Park  Commissioners  held  on  De- 
cember 2,  1930: 

Voted,  That  the  Board  of  Park  Commissioners 
of  the  City  of  Boston  hereby  transfer  to  the  Trus- 
tees of  the  Public  Library  of  the  City  of  Boston, 
to  be  devoted  to  library  purposes,  the  care,  custody 
and  control  of  a  parcel  of  land  belonging  to  the 
City  of  Boston,  Park  Department,  and  used  as  a 
public  playground,  in  accordance  with  the  pro- 
visions of  chapter  357  of  the  Acts  of  the  year  1930, 
bounded  and  described  as  follows: 

Beginning  on  the  northerly  line  of  Tremont 
street  in  the  Roxbury  district  at  its  intersection 
with  the  boundary  line  between  land  of  the  City 
of  Boston,  Park  Department,  and  land  now  or 
formerly  of  Mary  A.  Cleary,  said  point  of  begin- 
ning being  338  78-100  feet  northwesterly  from 
Faxon  street;  thence  running  northwesterly  on 
said  Tremont  street  120  feet;  thence  turning  and 
running  northeasterly  83  17-100  feet;  again 
northeasterly  by  another  line  26  68-100  feet; 
thence  turning  and  running  southeasterly  113 
64-100  feet  to  a  point  on  the  boundary  line  between 
land  of  the  City  of  Boston  and  land  now  or  for- 
merly of  Mary  A.  Cleary  100  feet  from  the  north- 
erly line  of  Tremont  street;  thence  turning  and 
running  southwesterly  on  boundary  fine  between 
land  of  City  of  Boston,  Park  Department,  and 
land  now  or  formerly  of  Mary  A.  Cleary  100  feet 
to  point  of  beginning,  containing  12,435  square 
feet.  Said  parcel  of  land  being  shown  on  a  plan 
entitled  "Plan  showing  land  belonging  to  the 
City  of  Boston,  transferred  from  the  Park  Depart- 
ment to  the  Library  Department,  signed  by 
William  J.  Sullivan,  Chief  Engineer,  Street  Laying- 
Out  Department,  dated  October  1,  1930,"  and  on 
file  in  the  office  of  said  Street  Laying-Out  Depart- 
ment. 

A  true  copy: 
Attest: 

Daniel  J.  Byrne, 

Secretary. 

Placed  on  file. 


FIRE   DEPARTMENT   BAND. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  April  13,  1931. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  herewith  transmit  to  you  report 
from  Hon.  Edward  F.  McLaughlin,  Fire  Commis- 
sioner, in  reply  to  your  order  requesting  informa- 
tion regarding  the  Fire  Department  Band.  This 
is  in  reply  to  your  order  of  March  23,  1931. 
Respectfully, 
James  M.  Ccrley,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Fire  Department,  April  8,  1931. 
Hon.  James  M.  Curley, 

Mayor  of  Boston. 
Dear  Sir, — I  am  in  receipt  of  your  Honor's  letter 
of  March  30,  1931,  inclosing  a  copv  of  an  order 
passed  by  the  City  Council  under  date  of  March 
23,  1931,  requesting  information  concerning  a 
supposed  contract  to  collect  an  endowment  fund 
for  the  Boston  Fire  Department  Band,  Inc.  As 
the  Boston  Fire  Department  Band  is  a  private 
corporation  I  have  referred  the  communication 
to  the  Board  of  Governors. 

Such  arrangements  as  were  made  to  raise  funds 
were  not  made  through  the  Fire  Commissioner's 
Office,  but  by  the  chairman  of  the  Executive 
Board,  Mr.  Codman. 

Yours  very  truly. 

Edward  F.  McLaughlin, 

Fire  Commissioner. 
Placed  on  file. 


AFFIDAVITS  FROM  PERSONS  RECEIVING 
AID. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  April  13,  1931. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  herewith  transmit  to  you  report 
from  John  J.  Lydon,  Commissioner  of  the  Soldiers' 
Relief   Department,   regarding  your  request  that 
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each  person  receiving  aid  be  instructed  to  submit  a 
sworn  affidavit  stating  what  property  is  owned  by 
them.  This  is  in  reply  to  your  order  of  March  30, 
1931. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Soldiers'  Relief  Department,  April  6,  1931. 
Hon.  James  M.  Curley, 

Mayor  of  Boston. 
Dear  Mr.  Mayor, — The  order  of  the  City  Council 
passed  on  March  30,  1931,  and  transmitted  through 
your  office  to  my  department  received. 

I  have  noted  the  order,  and  at  present  I  am  pre- 
paring a  letter  to  be  sent  to  all  applicants  requesting 
that  they  fill  out  a  form  containing  such  informa- 
tion as  is  requested  by  the  City  Council.  Although 
this  may  cause  great  inconvenience  to  the  Civil, 
Spanish  and  World  War  veterans  or  their  de- 
pendents who  are  on  our  rolls,  I  will  endeavor  to 
comply  with  the  request  of  the  City  Council. 

It  might  require  some  time  to  compile  the  infor- 
mation requested  but  as  soon  as  it  is  completed  I 
will  communicate  with  your  office. 

Sincerely  yours, 
John  J.  Lydon,  Commissioner. 
Placed  on  file. 


LOAN  FOR  CASTLE  ISLAND 
IMPROVEMENTS. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  April  11,  1931. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — The  completion  of  the  Castle  Island 
roadway  and  Marine  Park  improvements,  in  the 
opinion  of  the  Park  Commission,  will  necessitate 
an  additional  expenditure  of  $25,000. 

I  accordingly  recommend  the  adoption  of  the 
accompanying  order  so  that  this  work  may  be 
expedited. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  $25,000  be,  and  the 
same  hereby  is,  appropriated/to^be  expended  under 
the  direction  of  the  Board  of  Park  Commissioners, 
for  Castle  Island  and  Marine  Park,  Improvements, 
etc.,  and  that  to  meet  said  appropriation  the  City 
Treasurer  be  authorized  to  issue,  from  time  to 
time,  upon  request  of  the  Mayor,  bonds  or  certifi- 
cates of  indebtedness  of  the  city  to  said  amount. 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Finance. 


TREMLETT   PARK. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  April  13,  1931. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  herewith  transmit  to  you  report 
from  William  P.  Long,  chairman  of  the  Park 
Commission,  relative  to  your  request  to  recondi- 
tion Tremlett  Park.  This  is  in  reply  to  your  order 
of  March  30,  1931. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Park  Department,  April  6,  1931. 
Hon.  James  M.  Curley, 

Mayor  of  Boston. 
Dear  Sir, — I  am  in  receipt  of  an  order  from  the 
City  Council  that   the   Park   Department  be  re- 
quested, through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  recon- 
dition Tremlett  Park,  Dorchester. 

The  department  forces"  will  be  pleased  to  place 
Tremlett  Park  in  the  condition  in  which  it  is 
always  kept  during  the  summer  months  at  the 
earliest  opportunity. 

Very  respectfully  yours, 

William  P.  Long,  Chairman. 
Placed  on  file. 


CUSTODY    OF   GRASS    PLOT    IN    GREEN- 
WOOD  SQUARE. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  April  13,  1931. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — -I  transmit  herewith  a  communica- 
tion   from    the    Commissioner    of    Public    Works 


relative  to  the  custody  of  the  grass  plot  in  Green- 
wood square,  Hyde  Park,  and  recommend  the 
passage  of  the  accompanying  order. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

Ordered,  That  the  oval  plot  of  land,  approxi- 
mately 130  feet  long  by  60  feet  wide,  in  the  square 
known  as  Greenwood  square,  at  the  junction  of 
Metropolitan  avenue,  Central  avenue,  West- 
minster street  and  Greenwood  avenue,  be,  and 
hereby  is,  placed  in  the  care  and  custody  of  the 
Park  Department. 

Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 


PETITIONS   REFERRED. 

The  following  petitions  were  received  and 
referred  to  the  committees  named,  viz.: 

Claims. 

Joseph  A.  Cruickshank,  for  compensation  for 
damage  to  car  by  city  truck. 

Gladys  E.  Donley,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  an  alleged  defect  in  Charles  street. 

Fannie  Helman,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  an  alleged  defect  at  92  Ruthven  street, 
Roxbury. 

Julia  F.  McHugh,  for  compensation  for  loss  of 
money  at  City  Hospital. 

Mrs.  William  H.  Murphy,  for  refund  on  unused 
refuse  tickets. 

Mary  Rafferty,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  an  alleged  defect  in  Norway  street. 

Ralph  B.  Whitehouse,  for  compensation  for 
damage  to  car  by  ash  team. 

Executive. 

Petitions  for  children  under  fifteen  years  of  age 
to  appear  at  places  of  public  amusement,  viz.: 

Helen  M.  Buckley,  Whiton  Hall,  May  28. 

Mary  Campbell,  Jordan  Hall,  May  13. 

Stutz-Ruby  Dancing  School,  Shubert  Theater, 
May  26. 

Special  Committee  on  Jitney  Licenses. 

Petition  of  Boston  Elevated  Railway  for  license 
to  operate  motor  vehicles  between  Cambridge- 
Boston  line  on  Charles  River  Dam  and  Seollay 
square;  over  Charles  River  Dam,  Leverett  street, 
Nashua  street,  Portland  street,  Sudbury  street, 
Court  street,  Seollay  square,  Cornhill,  Adams 
square,  Washington  street,  Canal  street,  Causeway 
street,  Nashua  street,  Leverett  street,  Charles 
River  Dam  (Boston  section  of  a  night  route 
between  Clarendon  Hill,  Somerville,  and  Seollay 
square,  Boston),  to  be  operated  between  hours  of 
12.30  a.  m.  and  5.30  a.  m. 

Petition  of  Boston  Elevated  Railway  for  license 
to  operate  motor  vehicles  between  Ashmont 
Station,  Dorchester,  and  Park  square,  city  proper, 
over  Dorchester  avenue,  West  Fourth  street,  Dover 
street,  Berkeley  street,  Columbus  avenue,  Park 
square. 


CONSTABLE'S   BOND. 

The  constable's  bond  of  Harry  Reinherz,  having 
been  duly  approved  by  the  City  Treasurer,  was 
received  and  approved. 


PAY   ROLL,   REGISTRY  OF  DEEDS. 

The  pay  roll  of  Registry  of  Deeds  for  regular 
employees,  April  1  to  15,  inclusive,  amounting  to 
$4,843.73,  was  received  and  approved. 


SOUTH   MUNROE   TERRACE. 

Coun.  FISH  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Board  of  Street  Commis- 
sioners be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor, 
to  lay  out  and  accept  as  a  public  highway  South 
Munroe  terrace,   Ward   16. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


EDITION  OF  "BOSTON'S  STREETS,"  ETC. 

Coun.  FISH  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,   That  the  Superintendent  of   Printing 
be,  and  he  hereby  is,  authorized  to  print  an  edition 
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of  one  thousand  copies,  bound  in  cloth,  of  "Boston's 
Streets,  also  its  Avenues,  Courts,  Places,  etc.," 
and  that  the  expense  of  the  same  be  charged  to  the 
appropriation  for  city  documents. 

Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 


CONTRIBUTIONS   TO   UNEMPLOYMENT 
FUND. 

Coun.  DOWD  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the 
Mayor,  to  notify  the  employees  of  that  depart- 
ment that  the  sum  of  $1  monthly  only  is  requested 
of  them  for  the  unemployment  fund,  instead  of 
one  day's  pay  as  originally  stated. 

Coun.  DOWD — Mr.  President,  I  was  somewhat 
surprised,  after  Mayor  Curley's  veto  message  of 
Councilor  Norton's  order,  in  which  he  said  he  did 
not  approve  of  double  taxation  of  city  employees, 
to  read  in  the  Boston  papers  that  the  poorest- 
paid  employees  in  the  entire  city  were  requested 
to  give  $5  a  month  out  of  their  weekly  salary. 
The  Police  and  Fire  Department  employees,  who 
receive  a  greater  salary  than  the  laborers,  have 
kindly  donated  .$1  a  month  for  the  last  four  or 
five  months.  I  say  to  the  Mayor  that  he  should 
not  single  out  any  single  department  or  any  set  of 
employees  to  make  contributions  to  help  out  in 
the  unemployment  situation  unless  he  lays  down 
the  rule  in  every  department  in  the  entire  city, 
saying  that  the  situation  requires  $1  a  month 
from  each  employee.  I  see  no  justice  in  asking 
the  laboring  man  of  the  city,  who  is  the  most 
under-paid  man  in  the  entire  city,  receiving  but 
$30  a  week,  to  give  $5  a  month  to  the  unemploy- 
ment fund,  while  the  high  salaried  men,  receiving 
from  $2,500  to  $9,000  a  year  are  not  asked  to 
contribute  a  cent.  Therefore,  I  am  asking  the 
Commissioner  of  Public  Works,  to  inform  city 
employees  that  $1  a  month  is  sufficient. 

Coun.  NORTON— Mr.  President,  I  am  very 
glad  to  see  that  his  Honor  the  Mayor  has  at  last 
acceded  to  our  request.  It  seems  too  bad  that 
in  the  early  months  of  the  year  the  Mayor  did 
not  take  cognizance  of  the  request  made  by  the 
Council.  If  he  had  done  so,  the  serious  question 
that  has  arisen  in  the  matter  of  the  Public  Welfare 
Department  might  have  been  more  or  less  obvi- 
ated. I  did  not  ask  that  the  unfortunate  man 
with  the  pick  and  shovel,  working  in  the  Public 
Works  Department,  the  lowest  paid  man  in  the 
city  employ,  should  make  a  contribution.  I  did 
not  aBk  that  there  be  a  contribution  of  $5  a  month 
from  him,  nor  $1  nor  one  cent,  unless  he  could 
afford  it.  Certainly,  we  would  expect  nothing 
from  these  low-paid  employees.  But  judging 
from  the  result  in  New  York  City,  if  the  Mayor 
had  earlier  taken  such  action  as  we  suggested  be 
taken,  in  Boston  over  $75,000  a  month  would 
have  been  given  toward  the  relief  of  the  unem- 
ployment situation  here.  It  seems  to  me  the 
councilor  from  Roxbury  (Coun.  Dowd)  is  more 
or  less  correct  in  his  assumption  that  the  man  who 
wields  the  pick  or  shovel  is  the  last  man  whom 
we  should  ask  to  give  $1  a  month.  Such  con- 
tributions as  were  suggested  should  be  received 
from  the  men  holding  the  white-collar  jobs,  men 
who  are  getting  good  salaries. 

Coun.  FITZGERALD — Mr.  Chairman,  it  seems 
to  me  there  is  a  lot  of  bunkum  in  the  talk  we  hear 
and  the  action  we  see  attempted  in  regard  to  this 
unemployment  situation.  It  is  always  easy  to  be 
liberal  with  other  people's  money  and  in  our 
expression  of  sympathy  with  other  people  at  some- 
one's else  expense.  But  there  is  a  good  deal  to  be 
explained  about  this  whole  matter.  I,  for  one, 
cannot  seem  to  find  where  this  money  goes.  We 
find  very  worthy  cases  of  single  men  who,  they 
say,  are  too  young  to  receive  assistance  from  the 
Public  Welfare.  There  is  nothing  for  them,  and 
still  these  expenditures  for  the  so-called  relief  of 
the  unemployment  situation  are  piling  up.  Cer- 
tainly something  is  wrong,  and  it  is  about  time 
that  a  halt  was  called.  It  is  very  easy  for  men 
to  be  good  fellows  at  the  expense  of  other  people. 
That  is  all  very  nice  and  fine,  to  put  through  reso- 
lutions and  orders  to  take  money  from  this  or 
that  source,  but  always  from  somebody's  else 
pocket.  The  time  has  about  arrived,  however, 
when  people's  patience  is  exhausted.  When  you 
ask  a  man  working  for  a  day's  pay  to  give  up  any 
such  amount  as  is  proposed,  it  seems  to  him  a  lot 
of  money.  I  know  men  in  the  Fire  Department 
and  in  other  departments  who  are  having  a  very 


hard  time.  It  might  be  very  interesting  to  go 
down  and  look  over  the  rolls  of  the  so-called 
Credit  Union.  I  think  you  will  find  a  good  many 
men  borrowing  money  there  week  after  week, 
and  every  time  they  are  paying  out  money  they 
feel  it.  Many  of  them  have  serious  burdens  to 
bear,  and  are  having  a  very  difficult  time  in  doing 
it.  We  hear  this  talk  about  people  who  cannot 
afford  it  being  asked  to  contribute,  and  up  at  the 
other  end  of  the  line  we  see  salaries  being  increased 
continually.  We  find  judges  of  the  Superior 
Court  defying  this  City  Council  and  all  constituted 
authority,  backed  up  by  lawyers  who  are  in  poli- 
tics, and  we  find  the  salaries  of  probation  officers 
being  increased,  while  employees  of  the  city  find 
even  their  ordinary  $100  a  step  raises  vetoed. 
To  my  mind,  the  giving  of  increases  to  Superior 
Court  judges  at  this  time,  giving  them  additional 
salaries,  is  nothing  but  grand  larcency.  Where  is 
this  money  going?  And  yet  we  find  councilors 
favoring  the  paying  out  of  money  that  comes  from 
their  constituents,  from  poor,  needy  persons. 
I  confess  that  I  can't  understand  it,  that  I  can't 
make  head  or  tail  of  the  situation.  When  a  laborer 
is  expected  to  give  up  $5  or  $6  of  his  pay  every 
month,  I  tell  you  that  is  a  lot  of  money,  and  it  is  a 
mighty  serious  thing  for  him.  Many  of  them 
are  having  a  very  hard  time  to  struggle  along 
with  their  families,  and  their  burdens  are  heavy. 
There  is  a  law  we  have  today,  which  compels 
them  to  keep  their  children  in  school  until  they 
are  sixteen,  and  they  have  to  struggle  to  make 
both  ends  meet  in  many  ways.  I  say  that  we 
should  stop  this  placing  of  additional  burdens 
upon  them.  If  we  were  more  courageous,  it 
would  be  stopped.  We  all  know  what  the  situa- 
tion is  in  this  city.  I  know  that  I  have  helped 
people  out,  and  many  of  you  know  what  the 
situation  is  in  your  sections.  We  have  seen  too 
much  of  the  orders  and  resolutions  of  these  men 
who  are  trying  to  be  good  fellows.  It  is  time 
to  call  a  halt  on  that  sort  of  thing.  These  people 
have  enough  to  do  to  take  care  of  their  homes  and 
their  children  without  having  these  additional 
burdens  upon  them.  There  are  a  lot  of  men 
struggling  along  in  this  city  and  not  saying  much 
about  it,  a  lot  of  firemen,  a  lot  of  policemen,  a 
lot  of  other  men  in  different  departments.  I  know 
one  man  with  seven  children  and  with  his  wife  in 
the  hospital,  with  doctors'  bills  and  expenses  to 
meet  all  along  the  line.  This  Council  should 
stop  this  sort  of  thing,  this  attempt  to  make  your- 
selves good  fellows,  and  if  anybody  wants  you  to 
put  in  orders  of  this  kind,  say,  "No,  I  will  not 
do  it."  If  you  want  money,  start  at  the  head, 
cut  down  the  salaries  of  men  who  are  getting 
thousands  of  dollars,  in  many  cases  much  more 
than  they  could  get  in  any  other  position.  Many 
men  working  for  good  salaries  in  this  city  would, 
if  they  were  out  of  their  positions,  be  glad  to  work 
for  half  the  salaries  they  are  now  getting.  I,  for 
one,  am  heartily  sick  and  tired  of  the  sort  of  thing 
we  have  been  seeing  here.     It  ought  to  be  cut  out. 

Coun.  KELLY — Mr.  President,  I  am  in  hearty 
accord  with  the  order  offered  by  the  councilor 
from  Roxbury  (Coun.  Dowd),  from  the  simple 
fact  that  I  understand  the  laborers  in  Boston 
have  not  been  given  a  raise  for  four  years.  I 
happen  to  come  in  contact  with  a  good  many  of 
them  in  my  ward,  married  men  with  children. 
I  happen  to  know  that  the  present  time  they  are 
getting  only  $28.80  a  week,  with  the  $1.20  taken 
out  for  insurance,  and  if  you  take  out  $5  for  one 
week  in  the  month,  for  that  week  you  are  leaving 
them  only  $23.80,  a  mighty  small  amount  for  a 
man  with  a  family.  I  say  that  that  is  unfair 
taxation  for  a  city  laborer,  and  I  am  in  hearty 
accord  with  the  order  introduced  by  the  councilor 
from  Roxbury.  I  hope  it  will  be  passed  unani- 
mously, under  suspension  of  the  rule. 

The  order  was  referred  to  the  Executive 
Committee. 


RETENTION  OF  MEN  ON  NEW  MUNICIPAL 
GOLF   LINKS. 

Coun.  DOWD  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Park  Commission  be  re- 
quested, through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  retain 
in  employment  the  one  hundred  sixty  men  who 
were  hired  for  the  work  on  the  municipal  golf 
links,  and  who  have  been  notified  that  their  em- 
ployment will  terminate  on  April  30. 

Coun.  DOWD — Mr.  President,  I  simply  desire 
to  bring  to  the  attention  of  the  members  of  the 
Council  the  fact  that  some  time  ago  we  were  in- 
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formed  that  these  new  municipal  golf  links  were 
going  to  be  done  by  day  labor  and  that  a  certain 
number  of  men  would  be  taken  care  of.  Now  that 
the  Park  Department  has  the  half  million  dollars 
it  desired  from  the  Council,  it  has  very  kindly 
notified  160  odd  of  these  laborers  who  have  been 
working  out  there  that  their  services  will  be 
terminated  as  of  April  30.  This  order  merely 
requests  the  Mayor  of  Boston  to  continue  them  in 
employment. 

Coun.  KELLY — Mr.  President,  I  arise  to  support 
the  order  offered  by  the  councilor  from  Roxbury. 
When  this  appropriation  was  before  us,  I  claimed 
that  this  was  no  time  to  spend  half  a  million 
dollars  for  a  golf  course.  I  claim  that  the  benefits 
will  be  received  simply  by  a  few  contractors. 
Some  of  my  colleagues  were  misguided,  feeling 
that  the  laborers  there  would  be  kept  on  indefi- 
nitely, and  that  a  good  many  more  would  be  put 
on.  I  know  that  many  members  of  the  body  voted 
for  the  appropriation  because  they  felt  that  such 
would  be  the  case,  and  that  there  was  a  large 
amount  of  work  there  that  would  be  done  by  day 
labor.  I  warned  this  body  that  nonresidents  and 
noncitizens  would  be  put  on  the  job,  and  you  have 
now  received  word  of  the  official  notice  which 
Coun.  Dowd  is  in  possession  of,  that  these  men 
must  go  on  April  30.  I  certainly  hope  that  this 
order  will  pass  unanimously. 

The  order  was  passed,  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


ATTENDANCE   OF   CHILDREN    AT 
THEATERS. 

Coun. ., GREEN  offered  the  following: 

Whereas,  Many  crimes  have  been  committed 
and  lives  have  been  sacrificed  through  the  lawless- 
ness of  minor  children;  be  it  hereby 

Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  re- 
quested to  order  the  Police  Commissioner  of  the 
city  to  enforce  all  laws  relating  to  the  attendance 
of  children  at  theaters  and  that  the  City  Censor 
be  ordered  to  prohibit  the  showing  of  any  picture 
relating  to  crime  or  sex  at  Saturday  performances, 
and  during  any  vacation  period  of  the  Boston 
schools. 

Coun.  GREEN— Mr.  President,  I  would  like 
to  have  you  refer  that  order  to  the  Committee  on 
Public  Safety,  because  I  might  want  to  have  some- 
thing to  say  on  it  later  on. 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Safety. 


PROPOSED    FIVE-DAY    WEEK    FOR    CITY 
EMPLOYEES. 
Coun.  GREEN  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,    That    his    Honor    the    Mayor   be    re- 
quested, effective  May  16,  1931,  to  put  into  effect 
the   five-day  week  which  he   has  previously  sug- 
gested for  city  employees,  by  closing  City  Hall  for 
business  for  the  week  and  the  cessation  of  activi- 
ties by  the  departments  at  five  o'clock  p.  m.  each 
Friday. 

Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 


LEASE  TO  MAJOR  M.  J.  O'CONNOR  CAMP  4. 
Coun.  MAHONEY  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  .  Superintendent  of  Public 
Buildings  of  the  City  of  Boston  be,  and  he  hereby 
is,  authorized,  in  the  name  and  behalf  of  the  City 
of  Boston,  with  the  approval  of  the  Mayor  of  the 
City  of  Boston,  and  in  form  satisfactory  to  the 
Law  Department  of  the  City  of  Boston,  to  lease 
for  camp  headquarters  to  Maj.  M.  J.  O'Connor 
Camp  4,  United  Spanish  War  Veterans,  for  the 
term  of  five  years,  at  an  annual  rental  of  $1  a  year, 
upper  floor  of  building  on  Fourth  street,  Soutli 
Boston,  known  as  Old  Ladder  5,  with  the  right  to 
cancel  said  lease  by  giving  thirty  days'  notice  in 
writing  of  its  intention  so  to  do. 

Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 


CEYLON  STREET  PLAYGROUND. 

Coun.  RUBY  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,    That    the    Park    Commission    be    re- 


quested, through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  place 
in  proper  condition  the  Ceylon  Street  Playground, 
Ward  14. 
Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


SOLDIERS'   RELIEF. 

Coun.  NORTON,  for  the  Committee  on  Sol- 
diers' Relief,  submitted  report  recommending 
passage  of  order  for  payment  of  aid  to  soldiers  and 
sailors  and  their  families  in  the  City  of  Boston 
for  the  month  of  April,  1931. 

Report  accepted;  said  order  passed. 


RECESS. 

On  motion  of  Coun.  BUSH,  the  Council  voted, 
at  2.49  p.  m.,  to  take  a  recess  subject  to  the  call  of 
the  Chair.  The  members  reassembled  in  the 
Council  Chamber  and  were  called  to  order  by 
President  McGRATH  at  3.50  p.  m. 


EXECUTIVE   COMMITTEE   REPORTS. 

Coun.  BUSH,  for  the  Executive  Committee, 
submitted  reports  as  follows: 

1.  Report  on  petitions  (referred  today)  for 
children  under  fifteen  years  of  age  to  appear  at 
places  of  public  amusement,  viz.:  Helen  M. 
Buckley,  Whiton  Hall,  May  28;  Mary  Campbell, 
Jordan  Hall,  May  13;  Stutz-Ruby  Dancing  School, 
Shubert  Theater,  May  26, — that  leave  be  granted. 

Report  accepted;  leave  granted  under  usual 
conditions. 

2.  Report  on  order  (referred  today)  that  the 
Superintendent  of  Public  Buildings  be  authorized 
to  lease  camp  headquarters  to  Maj  .M.J.  O'Connor 
Camp  4,  United  Spanish  War  Veterans — that  said 
order  ought  to  pass. 

Report  accepted;  said  order  passed. 

4.  Report  on  order  (referred  today)  that  the 
Superintendent  of  Printing  be  authorized  to  print 
an  edition  of  1,000  copies  of  "Boston's  Streets" — 
that  same  ought  to  pass. 

Report  accepted;  said  order  passed. 

5.  Report  on  petition  of  Catharine  F.  Riley 
(referred  February  2,  1931)  to  be  paid  an  annuity 
on  account  of  the  death  of  her  husband,  Michael  A. 
Riley,  a  late  member  of  the  Fire  Department, 
recommending  the  passage  of  the  accompanying 
order,  viz.: 

Ordered,  That  under  the  provisions  of  chapter 
182  of  the  Acts  of  1930,  as  amended  by  chapter  241 
of  the  Acts  of  1930,  an  annuity  of  one  thousand 
dollars  be  allowed  and  paid  to  Catharine  F.  Riley, 
widow  of  Michael  A.  Riley,  a  member  of  the  Fire 
Department,  who  died  on  January  20,  1931,  from 
injuries  received  in  the  performance  of  his  duty; 
said  annuity  to  date  from  January  21,  1931,  to 
continue  so  long  as  said  widow  remains  unmarried 
and  to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for  Fire 
Department,  Pensions  and  Annuities. 

Report  accepted;  said  order  passed. 

6.  Report  on  message  of  Mayor  and  order 
(referred  today)  that  oval  plot  of  land  in  square 
known  as  Greenwood  square  at  junction  of  Metro- 
politan avenue,  Central  avenue,  Westminster  street 
and  Greenwood  avenue  be  placed  in  care  and  cus- 
tody of  Park  Department — that  same  ought  to 
pass. 

Report  accepted;  said  order  passed. 

7.  Report  on  Classification  and  Compensation 
Plans  for  Officers  and  Employees  of  Suffolk  County 
(referred  March  30),  recommending  passage  of  the 
order  amended,  as  follows,  viz.: 

Ordered,  That  under  the  provisions  of  chapter 
400,  Acts  of  1930,  the  Classification  and  Compen- 
sation Plans  for  the  Officers  and  Employees  of 
Suffolk  County,  together  with  the  rules  for  ad- 
ministering said  plans,  as  set  forth  in  the  accom- 
panying schedules  be,  and  the  same  hereby  are 
established  with  the  following  amendment: 

On  pages  11  and  36,  fix  the  maximum  for  district 
court  officers  at  $2,500  with  annual  intermediate 
steps  of  $100. 

The  report  was  accepted,  and  the  question  came 
on  the  passage  of  the  order. 

Coun.  WILSON— Mr.  President,  I  think  one 
point  should  be  made  clear  to  the  members  of  the 
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Council  in  order  that  they  may  vote  intelligently 
on  the  amendment  offered.  The  report  of  the 
committee  is  practically  the  same  thing  that  was 
sent  up  by  the  Mayor,  with  certain  changes  that 
have  been  agreed  to  by  the  Budget  Commissioner, 
and  therefore  the  thing  is  sure  of  passage  with  the 
one  exception  of  the  amendment.  The  amend- 
ment in  question  deals  with  the  increases  to  be 
given  or  not  given  to  court  officers  in  district 
courts.  I  perhaps  have  as  many  friends  among  the 
court  officers  in  the  district  courts  as  the  gentle- 
man from  Roxbury,  and  what  I  say  is  not  against 
them,  but  I  feel  strongly  in  favor  of  them.  The 
situation  is  this.  If  this  particular  amendment  is 
passed  and  the  Mayor  accepts  our  report  but 
vetoes  the  particular  amendment,  it  will  mean 
that  a  court  officer  in  Dorchester,  Roxbury  or 
South  Boston  will  not  only  not  get  $2,500  but  will 
not  even  get  $2,200,  but  will  revert  back  to  the 
original  figure  of  $2,000.  The  net  result  will  be 
that  if  the  Mayor,  when  he  receives  this  particular 
report,  accepts  it  but  vetoes  that  item,  the  court 
officers  for  whom  you  and  I  are  making  a  fight 
not  only  will  not  get  the  increase  of  $300,  but  will 
lose  the  $200  agreed  upon.  For  the  sake  of  the 
court  officers  in  the  district  courts,  who  stand  a 
chance  of  getting  an  additional  $200,  I  would 
advise  a  vote  against  the  amendment,  so  that  they 
may  at  least  get  the  $200  raise.  So  I  move  that 
we  act  on  the  amendment  separately. 

Coun.  KELLY — Mr.  President,  coming  in  con- 
tact with  the  local  courts  day  in  and  day  out  in 
behalf  of  worthy  individuals  in  my  ward,  I  have 
felt,  as  I  do  in  regard  to  the  Municipal  Court 
officers,  that  they  were  entitled  to  a  substantial 
raise,  were  entitled  to  be  put  on  a  par  with  the 
Superior  Court  officers.  I  now  feel  that  the 
officers  of  the  district  courts  are  entitled  surely  to 
a  maximum  salary  that  is  less  by  $200  than  that 
accorded  by  our  body  to  the  Superior  Court  and 
Municipal  Court  officers.  I  feel  that  they  are 
worthy  a  maximum  of  $2,500  in  time  to  come. 
It  is  agreed  that  they  will  not  get  it  this  year,  but 
I  say  that  for  the  future,  as  long  as  we  are  setting  a 
maximum,  we  should  give  to  the  gentlemen  who 
take  full  charge  of  these  courts  in  the  respective 
districts  and  who  are  a  tremendous  help  to  the 
average  fellow  who  is  trying  to  assist  some  worthy 
individual,  a  proper  compensation.  So  I  think 
now  the  gentlemen  of  the  Council  should  vote  in 
favor  of  this  amendment  to  make  their  maximum 
salary,  after  they  have  worked  for  a  period  of 
years,  $2,500,  which  is  $200  less  than  the  amount 
received  by  the  Municipal  Court  officers  and 
the  Superior  Court  officers.  I  hope  that  the 
gentlemen  of  the  Council  will  vote  for  the  amend- 
ment. 

Coun.  COX — Mr.  President,  I  would  like  to  say 
for  the  information  of  the  Council  that  in  the  past 
the  Legislature  established  the  salaries  of  the  court 
officers,  and  they  in  their  judgment  saw  fit  to  bring 
about  the  discrepancy  between  the  two  courts. 
In  working  this  out  we  have  tried  to  be  fair  to 
everybody.  The  Superior  Court  officers  were 
given  an  increase  of  $200  and  the  Municipal  and 
Civil  Court  officers  an  increase  of  $200.  We  also 
figured  on  an  increase  of  $200  for  the  district 
courts.  In  other  words,  we  were  dealing  with 
what  were  established  by  the  Legislature  in  the 
past  as  salaries.  Now,  I  am  anxious,  as  Councilor 
Wilson  has  said,  to  get  for  the  district  court 
officers  everything  that  is  possible,  but  I  do  hope 
that  the  councilors  will  understand  that  if  the 
Mayor  sees  fit  to  veto  this  amendment  it  will  put 
the  court  officers  of  the  district  court  back  to  the 
same  salary,  provided  we  accept  the  regular 
budget,  that  they  are  now  receiving,  and  therefore 
they  would  be  liable  to  lose  the  $200  increase  that 
has  been  included  in  their  favor.  While  I  wish  to 
see  them  get  all  possible,  there  is  that  danger, 
and  I  want  to  call  it  to  the  attention  of  the  Council. 

Coun.  KELLY — Mr.  President,  I  see  the  point 
of  both  Councilor  Wilson  and  Councilor  Cox,  but 
I  wish  to  say  this,  that  in  the  first  place  we  now 
have  a  chance  to  right  a  wrong.  I  say  that  who- 
ever established  the  $2,000  maximum  for  the  dis- 
trict courts,  and  $2,482,  almost  $500  more,  for  the 
Municipal  Court  officers,  should  not  have  done  it, 
and  this  Council  is  now  in  a  position,  having  the 
exclusive  control  over  this  Suffolk  County  budget, 
to  right  this  wrong  and  to  let  these  gentlemen  have 
an  opportunity  to  at  least  obtain  a  maximum  of 
$2,500.  That  is  what  I  am  trying  to  bring  out  in 
my  argument. 

Coun.  POWER — Mr.  President,  we  in  Roxbury 
are  more  or  less  interested  in  the  Roxbury  Munic- 
ipal Court  or  Roxbury  District  Court.     I  see  by 


City  Document  41  that  the  Roxbury  Court  is 
considered  a  municipal  court  and  not  a  district 
court,  the  only  district  courts  being  in  East  Boston 
and  Chelsea.  We  feel  that  the  court  officers  of 
these  municipal  courts  should  be  put  on  the  same 
basis  as  the  officers  in  any  other  municipal  court 
■  in  the  county,  and  should  be  paid  on  equal  terms. 
This  order  simply  calls  for  equal  terms.  I  don't 
see  why  some  of  these  distinctions  should  be  made, 
Mr.  President.  If  the  officers  in  the  municipal 
court  in  the  central  courthouse  receive  a  maximum 
of  S2,500,  I  don't  know  why  the  officers  in  the 
other  municipal  or  district  courts  should  not 
receive  the  same.  So  far  as  the  amount  of  busi- 
ness done  in  the  Roxbury  Court  is  concerned,  up  to 
October  of  last  year  they  had  2,230  commitments, 
which  means  that  when  the  court  has  finished, 
around  one  or  two  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  the 
court  officers  are  not  through.  They  have  to 
commit  the  prisoners  to  different  institutions. 
Thev  also  take  care  of  all  their  juveniles  right 
in  their  own  court.  The  central  municipal  court 
commitments  were  1,948  and  the  Superior  Court 
1,200.  That  is  the  reason  why  we  are  fighting 
for  an  increase.  We  feel  that  they  are  doing 
more  work  out  there  than  officers  in  any  other 
court  throughout  the  entire  city,  and  I  see  no 
reason  why  the  Mayor  should  not  allow  this. 
It  is  only  fair.  I  think  they  are  not  asking  too 
much.  In  fact,  I  would  be  willing  to  put  them 
up  with  the  other  court  officers.  They  are  doing 
more  work  and  should  be  paid  accordingly. 

Coun.  KELLY — Did  I  understand  the  gentle- 
man from  Ward  10  (Coun.  Power)  to  make  the 
statement  that  the  Roxbury  Court  is  a  municipal 
court  or  a  district  court? 

Coun.  POWER — A  municipal  court,  according 
to  Document  41. 

Coun.  KELLY — I  understand  that  there  is 
only  one  municipal  court,  and  that  is  the  central 
municipal  court  in  the  City  of  Boston,  and  that 
every  other  court — including  Dorchester,  South 
Boston,  Roxbury,  East  Boston  and  Chelsea — ■ 
is  a  district  court. 

Coun.  POWER — Then  it  must  be  a  mistake  of 
the  printer.     Here  it  is  here,  right  here. 

The  amendment  was  adopted,  and  the  order  as 
amended  was  passed. 


REPORT   ON  ANNUAL   BUDGET. 

Coun.  CURTIS,  for  the  Committee  on  Appro- 
priations, submitted  a  report  recommending  the 
passage  of  the  annual  budget  except  the  items  for 
Public  Welfare  Department. 

The  entire  list  of  department  items  is  as  follows: 

Amounts  Allowed  for  1931. 

Art  Department $2,515  00 

Assessing  Department 367,475  00 

Auditing  Department 81,583  71 

Boston  Port  Authority 37,156  67 

BostOD  Retirement  Board 31,636  21 

Boston  Traffic  Commission 206,288  91 

Budget  Department 11,745  00 

Building  Department 265,495  40 

Board  of  Appeal ^.S?0.  00 

Board  of  Examiners 5,355  00 

City  Clerk  Department 53,205  44 

City  Council 85,100  00 

City  Council  Proceedings 12,750  00 

City  Documents 50,000  00 

Cit'v  Planning  Board 31,325  00 

Collecting  Department 202,723  20 

Election  Department 217,705  00 

Finance  Commission 50,000  00 

Fire  Department 4,710,750  05 

Wire  Division 103,495  00 

Health  Department 1,111,039  34 

Hospital  Department 3,090,597  14 

Sanatorium  Division 612,014  25 

Institutions  Department: 

Central  Office 5o,310  00 

Child  Welfare  Division 264,055  00 

Long  Island  Hospital 736,057  67 

Steamer  "George  A.   Hibbard" 

and  Launch"  James  J.  Minot"  46,285  00 

Rainsford  Island,  Care  of 1,500  00 

Law  Department 139,304  37 

Library  Department 1,262,504  00 

Licensing  Board 32,840  00 

Market  Department 17,374  67 
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Mayor,  Office  Expenses $96,959  59 

Public  Celebrations 75,000  00 

Conventions  and  Entertainment 

of  Distinguished  Guests 50,000  00 

Park  Department 1,845,441  10 

Reconstructing    and    Repairing 

Parkways  by  Contract 75,000  00 

Cemetery  Division 175,022  01 

Police  Department 6,331,918  92 

Public  Buildings  Department 597,720  17 

Public  Welfare  Department: 

Central  Office *  2,682,708  90 

Temporary  Home 14,100  00 

Wayfarers'  Lodge 23,278  00 

Public  Works  Department: 

Central  Office 90,811  64 

Bridge  Service 483,398  43 

Bridges,  Repairs,  etc 85,000  00 

Ferry  Service 567,946  00 

Ferry  Improvements,  etc 20,000  00 

Lighting  Service 1,040,478  00 

Paving  Service 1,649,782  45 

Granolithic  Sidewalks 75,000  00 

Street  Signs 15,000  00 

Snow  Removal 150,000  00 

Sanitary  Service  .  . : 3,120,613  16 

Sewer  Service 730,428  97 

Registry  Department 74,976  00 

Reserve  Fund 350,000  00 

Sinking  Funds  Department 3,300  00 

Soldiers'  Relief  Department t  280,562  11 

Statistics  Department 16,390  00 

Street  Laying-Out  Department .  . .  200,938  08 

Supply  Department 52,804  50 

Treasury  Department 77,356  93 

Weights  and  Measures  Department,  47,437  00 

$35,007,837  99 

Amount    previously    appropriated 
for  Public  Welfare  Department 

and  Soldiers'  Relief  Department,  2,450,000  00 


$37,457,837  99 


City  Debt  Requirements $8,575,498  68 

Suffolk  County  Courthouse   (Cus- 
todian)    $276,895  81 

County  Buildings 117,694  00 

Jail 256,388  59 

Supreme  Judicial  Court 61,073  75 

Superior  Court,  Civil  Session  (Gen- 
eral Expenses) 582,802  00 

Superior     Court,      Civil      Session 

(Clerk's  Office) 175,157  60 

Superior  Court,  Criminal  Session .  .  470,987  83 

Probate  Court 25,049  00 

Municipal  Court,  City  of  Boston  . .  438,306  00 
Municipal      Court,      Charlestown 

District 34,326  85 

East  Boston  District  Court 31,709  75 


Municipal    Court,    South    Boston 
District 

Municipal  Court,  Dorchester  Dis- 
trict   

Municipal  Court,  Roxbury  District, 

Municipal   Court,    West   Roxbury 
District 

Municipal  Court,  Brighton  District, 

Boston  Juvenile  Court 

District  Court  of  Chelsea 

Registry  of  Deeds 

Index  Commissioners 

Insanity  Cases 

Land  Court 

Medical  Examiner  Service,  North- 
ern Division 

Medical  Examiner  Service,  South- 
ern Division 

Associate        Medical       Examiner, 
Northern  Division 

Associate       Medical       Examiner, 
Southern  Division 

Miscellaneous  Expenses: 

Auditing  Department 

Budget  Department 

Collecting  Department 

Sheriff 

Treasury  Department 

Granite  Avenue  Bridge 

Social  Law  Library 

Penal  Institutions  Department: 

Office  Expenses 

House  of  Correction 

Steamer  "Michael  J.  Perkins".. 


$26,859  95 

38,142  63 
95,271  17 

35,696  80 
19,613  00 
29,589  01 
41,811  40 
192,274  92 
26,036  85 
33,120  00 
7,010  00 

26,420  00 

16,980  00 

2,335  00 

1,855  00 

955  00 
1,163  31 
1,400  00 
3,200  00 
5,740  00 
7,881  70 
1,000  00 

40,559  50 

497,277  30 

73,742  67 

$3,696,326  09 


County  Debt  Requirements $164,843  75 

Printing  Department $528,090  54 

City  Record,  Publication  of $37,085  00 

Public  Works  Department: 

Water  Service $1,737,189  18 

High  Pressure  Fire  Service,  Ex- 
tension of 250,000  00 

Collecting  Department: 

Water  Service 81,739  48 

Water     Service,     Debt     Require- 
ments   70,165  00 

$2,139,093  66 

*  Exclusive  of  $2,250,000  voted  by  City  Council, 
March  9,  1931. 

t  Exclusive  of  $200,000  voted  by  City  Council, 
March  30,  1931. 


RECAPITULATION    OF    AMOUNTS    ALLOWED    FOR    1931. 

From  taxes: 

For  city  purposes  within  the  tax  limit $37,457,837  99 

City  debt  requirements 8,575,498  68 

City  total $46,033,336  67 

For  County  of  Suffolk  purposes $3,696,326  39 

County  debt  requirements 164,843  75 

3,861,170  14 

City  and  county  total $49,894,506  81 

From  revenue: 

Printing  Department $528,090  54 

City  Record,  publication  of 37,085  00 

Public  Works  Department,  Water  Service 1,737,189  18 

High  Pressure  Fire  Service,  extension  of 250,000  00 

Collecting  Department,  Water  Division 81,739  48 

Water  Service,  debt  requirements 70,165  00 

2,704,269  20 

Grand  total 352,598,776  01 


BASIS    OF    ESTIMATES,    1930. 

Average  valuation,  $1,948,713,046.00. 

$16  on  the  thousand  brings $31,179,408  74 

Estimated  income  and  cash  in  treasury 7,430,635  88 

Amount  available  for  appropriation  inside  tax  limit $38,610,044  62 
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BASIS    OF    ESTIMATES,    1931. 

Average  valuation,  $1,973,091,133.33. 

$16  on  the  thousand  brings $31,569,458  13 

Estimated  income  and  cash  in  treasury 7,891,379  86 

Amount  available  for  appropriation  inside  tax  limit $39,460,837  99 


Wats  and  Means  Other  than  Taxes  for 
1931. 
An  estimate  of  the  ways  and  means,  other  than 
taxes,  of  meeting  the  expenditures  of  the  City  of 
Boston  and  County  of  Suffolk  for  the  year  ending 
December  31,  1931: 

Building  Department $55,000  00 

City  Clerk  Department 21,000  00 

Collecting  Department 45,000  00 

Fire  Department 92,000  00 

Health  Department 25,000  00 

Hospital  Department 280,000  00 

Institutions  Department 12,000  00 

Interest 575,000  00 

Library  Department 23,000  00 

Licensing  Department 52,000  00 

Market  Department 96,000  00 

Mayor 52,000  00 

Park  Department 120,000  00 

Pedlers'  Licenses 8,000  00 

Police  Department 55,000  00 

Public  Buildings  Department 20,000  00 

Public  Welfare  Department 500,000  00 

Public  Works  Department 250,000  00 

Registry  Departmeht 13,000  00 

Soldiers'  Relief  Department 43,000  00 

Street  Laying-Out  Department. . .  .  60,000  00 

Weights  and  Measures  Department  15,000  00 

County  of  Suffolk 550,000  00 

Corporation  Tax 3,200,000  00 

Street  Railway  Tax 100,000  00 

$6,262,000  00 
Available  cash  in  treasury,  Decem- 
ber 31,  1930 1,629,379  86 


$7,891,379  86 


Appropriations  and  Tax  Orders  for  the 
Financial  Year  1931. 

Ordered,  That  to  meet  the  current  expenses  pay- 
able during  the  financial  year  beginning  with  the 
first  day  of  January,  1931,  for  performing  the 
duties  and  exercising  the  powers  devolved  by  stat- 
ute or  ordinance,  or  by  vote  of  the  City  Council 
during  the  year,  upon  the  City  of  Boston  or  County 
of  Suffolk,  or  the  departments  or  officers  thereof, 
and  to  meet  their  obligations  for  interest  on  debt, 
sinking  fund  requirements  and  maturing  debt  not 
provided  for  by  sinking  fund,  the  respective  sums 
of  money  specified  in  the  tables  and  schedules 
hereinafter  set  out  be,  and  the  same  are  hereby, 
appropriated  for  the  several  departments  and  for 
the  objects  and  purposes  hereinafter  stated. 

Ordered,  That  the  appropriations  for  Water 
Service  current  expenses,  extension  of  High  Pres- 
sure Fire  System  and  the  payment  to  the  state 
under  the  provisions  of  chapter  488  of  the  Acts 
of  1895,  and  acts  in  addition  or  amendment  thereto, 
and  for  the  interest  and  debt  requirements  or  for 
loans  issued  for  water  purposes  be  met  by  the 
income  of  said  works  and  any  excess  over  income 
from  taxes;  that  the  appropriation  for  Printing 
Department  be  met  by  the  department  income 
and  any  excess  over  income  from  taxes;  that  the 
appropriation  for  City  Record  be  met  by  the  income 
of  said  publication  and  any  excess  over  income 
from  taxes;  that  the  other  appropriations  herein- 
after specified  be  met  out  of  the  money  remaining 
in  the  treasury  at  the  close  of  business  on  December 
31,  1930,  exclusive  of  the  money  raised  by  loan 
or  needed  to  carry  out  the  requirements  of  any 
statute,  gift,  trust  or  special  appropriation,  and 
by  the  income  of  the  financial  year  beginning 
January  1,  1931,  and  taxes  to  the  amount  of 
$39,553,126.95,  and  that  said  amount  be  raised 
by  taxation  on  the  polls  and  estates  in  the  City  of 
Boston. 

Ordered,  That  all  sums  of  money  which  form  no 
part  of  the  income  of  the  city  but  shall  be  paid 


for  services  rendered  or  work  done  by  any  depart- 
ment or  division  for  any  other  department  or 
division,  or  for  any  person  or  corporation  other 
than  the  City  of  Boston,  be  paid  into  the  general 
treasury,  and  that  all  contributions  made  to  any 
appropriation  be  expended  for  the  objects  and 
purposes  directed  by  the  several  contributors 
thereof. 

Ordered,  That  all  taxes  raised  to  meet  the  ap- 
propriations of  the  city  and  county  and  all  taxes 
assessed  for  meeting  the  city's  proportion  of  the 
state  tax  for  the  year  1931,  be  due  and  payable 
on  the  fifteenth  day  of  September,  1931;  that 
interest  shall  be  charged  on  all  taxes  remaining 
unpaid  after  the  second  day  of  October,  1931,  in 
accordance  with  the  provisions  of  chapter  59, 
section  57,  of  the  General  Laws,  until  paid,  except 
the  taxes  assessed  upon  shares  of  national  banks, 
which  shall  bear  interest  at  the  rate  of  12  per  cent 
per  annum  from  the  fifteenth  day  of  September, 
1931,  until  paid;  and  that  all  interest  which  shall 
have  become  due  on  taxes  shall  be  added  to  and 
be  part  of  such  taxes. 

Ordered,  That  except  as  the  appropriation  for 
any  purpose  or  item  shall  be  increased  by  addi- 
tional appropriations  or  transfers  lawfully  made, 
no  money  shall  be  expended  by  any  department 
for  any  of  the  purposes  or  items  designated  in  the 
tables  and  schedules  hereinafter  set  out  in  excess 
of  the  amount  set  down  as  appropriated  for  such 
specific  purpose  or  item;  and  except  as  aforesaid 
no  salaries  or  wages  shall  be  paid  in  excess  of  the 
rates  specified  in  said  tables  and  schedules. 

The  report  of  the  committee  was  accepted,  and 
the  question  came  on  the  passage  of  the  budget. 

Coun.  HEIN— Mr.  President,  I  would  like  to 
make  an  amendment  to  that  report — that  the 
Public  Welfare  Department  be  included  in  this 
budget,  to  he  acted  upon  at  this  time. 

The  question  came  on  the  adoption  of  Coun. 
Hein's  amendment. 

Coun.  CURTIS — Mr.  President,  before  address- 
ing myself  to  Coun.  Hein's  amendment  and 
before  discussing  the  details  of  the  budget  it  is 
well  to  have  in  mind  just  what  this  committee  is 
doing  and  what  it  is  not  doing.  It  is  not  passing 
in  any  general  way  upon  the  financial  policy 
of  the  city.  The  principal  expenditures  of  the 
city  may  be  grouped  as  follows: 

1.  Expenditures  included  in  the  budget,  being 
for  the  routine  operation  of  the  city  departments 
and  county  activities. 

2.  Expenditures  for  schools. 

3.  Expenditures  from  loan  orders  for  new  parks, 
playgrounds,  roads,  buildings  and  the  like. 

4.  City  share  of  state  tax  and  metropolitan 
assessments. 

Only  the  first  of  these  four  classes  of  expendi- 
tures is  now  before  this  committee.  It  has  noth- 
ing to  do  with  the  other  three.  Moreover  the 
expenditures  within  the  budget  for  the  routine 
operation  of  the  city  departments  and  county 
activities  is  very  largely  made  up  of  sums  neces- 
sary to  meet  the  pay  rolls  and  purchase  of  supplies. 
In  the  case  of  any  given  department  the  expendi- 
tures are  fairly  continouus  from  year  to  year  and 
must  necessarily  be  so  unless  that  department  is 
definitely  increased  or  diminished  in  size.  On  the 
other  hand,  the  second  and  third  classes  of  expendi- 
tures, just  referred  to,  namely,  for  schools  and 
loan  orders,  are  more  susceptible  to  variation 
from  year  to  year,  depending,  in  the  case  of 
schools,  on  what  new  construction  or  activities 
are  undertaken;  and,  in  the  case  of  loan  orders, 
on  what  projects  are  undertaken,  such  as  street 
widenings,  installations  of  traffic  lights,  construc- 
tion of  parks,  buildings,  and  the  like.  The  fol- 
lowing table  shows  the  appropriations  of  the  city 
for  each  of  these  classes  of  expenditure  from  1926- 
1930,  and  also  shows  the  amount  of  the  budget 
for  1931  now  under  consideration. 
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Year. 

Budget. 

Schools. 

Loan  Orders. 

State  and 
Metropolitan 
Assessments. 

1926 

$41,589,018 
41,694,745 
42,616,666 
45,151,191 
48,643,140 
51,394,506 

$21,695,976 
19,838,155 
20,307,391 
19,645,314 
21,078,958 

$6,950,500 
4,952,000 
8,616,000 
6,837,000 

14,830,000 

$5,120,328 
5,485  137 

1927 

1928 

4,251,382 
4,215,213 
4,095,259 

1929 

1930 

1931 

While  new  construction  of  streets,  parks,  public 
buildings  and  the  like  in  any  given  year  can,  to  a 
large  extent,  be  increased  or  diminished  as  the 
judgment  of  those  in  control  of  such  matters  may 
dictate,  the  routene  expenditures  for  the  operation 
of  city  departments  are  not  so  subject  to  change. 
It  is  clear,  therefore,  that  this  committee,  in  pass- 
ing on  the  budget  is  not  passing  in  any  general  way 
upon  the  financial  policy  of  the  City.  This  com- 
mittee then  is  passing  only  on  that  part  of  the  City 
expenditures  which  pay  for  the  operation  of  the 
City  departments  and  County  activities.  A 
rather  large  proportion  of  such  expenditure  is  made 
up  of  sums  necessary  to  meet  the  pay  roll.  In 
1929,  out  of  a  total  budget  of  $45,151,191,  the  sum 
of  $20,161,173  was  for  meeting  pay  roll  require- 
ments. In  1930  and  in  the  present  budget  the  pay 
roll  is  not  such  a  large  proportion  of  the  whole, 
because  the  items  of  expenditure  for  relief  have 
largely  increased.     The  figures  are  as  follows: 


Total  budget. 
Pay  rolls 


1930. 


$48,643,140 
21,191,088 


Present 
Budget. 


$51,394,506 
21,465,157 


Control  of  the  budget  depends  therefore  largely 
on  control  of  the  pay  roll. 

Turning  now  to  the  details  of  the  present  budget 
as  compared  with  last  year's  budget  the  totals  are: 

1930,  $48,643,140;  present  budget,  $51,394,506. 
Allowance  must,  however,  be  made  for  the  fact 
that  while  the  budget  for  1930  contained  an  item 
of  $1,000,000  for  street  reconstruction,  the  present 
budget  contains  no  such  item,  the  plan  being,  it 
is  understood,  to  take  care  of  certain  such  work  on 
loan  orders.  Aside  from  these  matters,  there  is 
little  change  of  significance  except  the  large  in- 
crease in  the  expenditure  for  relief  by  the  Public 
Welfare  and  Soldiers'  Relief  Departments.  Taken 
together  the  figures  for  these  two  departments 
are  as  follows: 

1929  amount  in  budget,  $2,520,000;  amount 
spent,  $2,752,777. 

1930  amount  in  budget,  $3,550,000;  amount 
spent,  $4,109,974. 

1931  amount  in  budget,  *$6, 150,000. 

The  committee  recommends  that  approval  of  the 
item  for  the  Public  Welfare  Department  be  post- 
poned in  order  that  the  matter  may  have  further 
consideration. 

The  pay  roll  as  has  been  mentioned,  is  a  large 
proportion  of  the  total  budget.  The  tendency  is 
toward  a  gradual  increase,  caused  by  the  creation 
of  new  positions  and  increases  in  salaries.  There 
are  practically  no  salary  increases  in  the  present 
budget,  the  principal  exception  being  an  item  of 
$55,000  for  increases  to  patrolmen  and  privates 
of  the  Police  and  Fire  Departments,  these  being 
increases  based  on  greater  length  of  service  until 
a  grade  maximum  is  reached.  Two  hundred 
and  twenty-eight  new  positions  have  been  created, 
85  per  cent  of  these  being  in  three  departments 
which  have  had  increased  business,  the  Hospital 

*  Includes  $2,250,000  voted  by  City  Council, 
March  9,  1931. 


Department,  Public  Welfare  Department,  and 
Health  Department.  The  problem  of  securing 
efficiency  in  city  departments,  and  of  seeing  that 
not  more  men  are  employed  than  are  reasonably 
necessary  is  of  continual  importance.  The 
matter  is  within  the  control  of  the  city  executives 
and  cannot  be  effectively  passed  upon  by  such  a 
body  as  this  committee  without  an  extremely 
detailed  survey,  which  could  not  be  made  unless 
the  usual  procedure  were  entirely  changed.  Prob- 
ably this  committee  is  not  the  best  body  to  make 
such  a  survey,  anyway.  Prom  the  examination 
which  this  committee  made,  it  did  not  find  any 
pay  roll  items  of  which  it  felt  that  it  should  dis- 
approve. And  except  for  the  above-mentioned 
items  for  relief,  as  to  which  the  committee  recom- 
mends further  consideration,  the  committee  did 
not  find  other  items  calling  for  its  disapproval. 
Since  the  budget  was  first  submitted  to  this  com- 
mittee, a  message  has  been  received  from  the 
Mayor  asking  that  the  amount  allowed  the  Boston 
Port  Authority  be  allocated  differently  without 
changing  the  total,  to  allow  for  the  purchase  of 
a  boat.  The  committee  recommends  that  this 
change  be  made.  The  committee  has  not  over- 
looked the  importance  of  the  greatest  possible 
economy  in  order  to  avoid  or  minimize  any  raise 
in  taxes.  The  budget  here  reported,  however, 
with  the  exception  of  increased  items  for  relief, 
which  could  not  be  avoided,  contains  few  increases. 
It  is  common  knowledge  that  the  great  recent 
increase  in  expenditures  on  loan  orders  for  con- 
struction of  streets,  parks,  buildings  and  the 
like,  was  partly  inspired  by  a  desire  to  aid  the 
unemployment.  Such  increases  in  expenditure 
are,  as  has  been  explained,  not  within  the  purview 
of  this  committee,  and  it  will  not  express  an 
opinion  on  whether  the  policy  of  increasing  public 
construction  to  aid  the  unemployment  has  been 
a  success.  Only  let  it  be  remembered  that  if 
there  is  an  increase  in  taxes  the  cause  can  be  laid 
to  such  a  policy  and  to  the  large  sums  given  in 
relief,  and  not  to  this  budget.  The  committee 
therefore  reports  that  the  budget  ought  to  pass 
as  submitted,  except,  however,  for  the  item  for 
the  Public  Welfare  Department  which  is  held 
over  for  further  consideration,  and  the  requested 
change  in  allocation  for  the  Board  of  Port  Author- 
ity, which  is  approved. 

With  regard  to  the  amendment  offered  by 
Councilor  Hein,  let  me  say  that  the  committee 
feels  that  this  matter  of  the  expenses  of  the  Public 
Welfare  Department  is  something  that  requires  a 
little  further  consideration.  We  are  being  asked 
at  this  early  date  in  the  year  to  pass  an  estimated 
amount  of  the  expenses  of  this  department  for 
the  whole  coming  year.  It  is  a  very  large  item, 
$6,000,000  or  more,  and  the  committee  after  due 
consideration  feels  that  it  can  properly  request 
this  body  to  grant  a  week's  further  delay  for 
consideration  of  that  matter  by  the  committee. 
There  is  some  divergence  of  view  in  the  committee 
as  to  whether  it  is  wise  to  try  to  estimate  the  total 
yearly  needs  of  that  department  at  the  present 
time,  and  whether  some  other  arrangement 
might  not  be  better.  And  so  the  committee,  in 
reporting  the  budget  as  a  whole,  feels  that  it 
should  request  that  this  item  be  held  over  for  one 
week.  I  therefore  urge  that  that  recommendation 
by  the  committee  be  adopted  by  the  Council,  and 
that  the  Public  Welfare  Department  item  be  so 
held  over. 

Coun.  NORTON— Mr.  President,  after  the  pro- 
posed amendment  is  considered,  I  have  a  minority 
report  to  make  on  the  budget. 
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Coun.  FITZGERALD— Mr.  President,  I  would 
like  to  have  Coun.  Hein  give  to  the  body  some 
reason  for  disagreeing  with  the  report  of  the 
committee. 

Coun.  HEIN — Mr.  President,  the  biggest  in- 
crease I  can  see  this  year  is  in  the  schools,  with 
$1,433,644,  and  with  the  increase  in  the  city 
itself,  all  departments  together,  of  $1,218,222. 
So  I  don't  see  where  we  are  going  to  gain  any- 
thing by  holding  up  the  Public  Welfare  Depart- 
ment and  not  passing  it  along  with  the  rest. 

Coun.  FITZGERALD— Mr.  President,  we  have 
already  given  the  Public  Welfare  Department 
$2,250,000,  which  was  voted  by  the  City  Council 
on  March  9,  a  very  short  time  ago.  So  they 
certainly  have  plenty  of  money  for  the  present. 
There  seems  to  be  a  division  of  the  Committee  on 
Appropriations  with  reference  to  the  Public 
Welfare  Department,  and  the  committee  Bimply 
asks  for  one  week  more  to  consider  the  appro- 
priation for  that  department.  I  feel  that  the 
chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Appropriations 
has  a  very  unpleasant  duty  to  perform;  every- 
one who  has  ever  held  the  position,  I  believe, 
realizes  that.  If,  after  consideration,  it  should 
be  deemed  necessary  to  recommend  a  cut  of 
$1,000,000  or  $2,000,000  in  that  department,  that 
recommendation  can  be  made  at  the  next  meeting, 
and  no  harm  will  be  done.  It  is  a  matter  that  will 
be  faithfully  considered,  like  the  other  items 
that  enter  into  the  budget.  The  chairman  of 
the  committee  has  worked  so  long  and  so  faith- 
fully in  the  matter,  has  given  so  much  time  to  it, 
that  I  think  the  courtesy  should  at  least  be  ex- 
tended to  him  of  allowing  that  item  to  be  post- 
poned until  the  next  meeting.  If  the  Council 
insists  on  turning  down  the  request  of  the  chair- 
man of  the  committee,  I  think  it  would  be  a  grave 
mistake.  However,  it  is  for  the  Council,  of  course, 
to  do  as  it  sees  fit. 

Coun.  WILSON — Mr.  President,  I  am  not  one 
who  would  feel  inclined  to  assent  to  the  cutting 
down  of  items  in  that  particular  item,  the  Public 
Welfare  Department,  where  money  is  honestly 
needed  for  relief  work.  However,  having  myself 
been  twice  chairman  of  that  Committee  on  Appro- 
priations, I  realize  the  difficulties  of  the  man 
holding  the  position,  and  I  think,  in  view  of  the 
request  he  has  made,  that  item  should  be  post- 
poned for  a  week,  so  as  to  give  him  a  chance  to 
check  up  the  figures  of  that  department. 
Coun.  DOWD  offered  the  following: 
On  page  39,  "Public  Celebrations,  $75,000," 
amend  to  read  $50,000. 

On  page  39,  "Conventions  and  Entertainments 
of  Distinguished  Guests,  $50,000,"  amend  to  read 
$2,000. 

On  page  39,  under  Park  Department,  Item  B-6, 
Hire  of  Teams  and  Auto  Trucks,  $34,000,  amend  to 
eliminate  this  item. 

On  page  39,  under  Park  Department,  Item 
B-39,  General  Plant,  $150,000,  amend  to  read 
$125,000. 

On  page  42,  under  Public  Buildings  Department, 
Item  B-39,  General  Plant,  $135,000,  amend  to 
read  $110,000. 

On  page  46,  under  Public  Works  Department, 
Ferry  Service,  Item  B-39,  General  Plant,  $60,000, 
amend  to  read  $50,000. 

On  page  47,  under  Public  Works  Department, 
Paving  Service,  Item  B-39,  General  Plant,  $25,000, 
amend  to  read  $20,000. 

On  page  48,  under  Public  Works  Department, 
Sanitary  Service,  Item  B-39,  General  Plant, 
$59,000,  amend  to  read  $50,000. 

On  page  49,  under  Public  Works  Department, 
Sanitary  Service,  Item  E-13,  General  Plant, 
$45,000,  amend  to  read  $40,000. 

On  page  49,  under  Public  Works  Department, 
Sewer  Service,  Item  B-39,  General  Plant,  $30,000, 
amend  to  read  $25,000. 

On  page  69,  under  Public  Works  Department, 
Water  Service,  Item  B-39,  General  Plant,  $180,000, 
amend  to  read  $150,000. 

President  McGRATH — Councilor  Dowd  has 
offered  this  amendment.  The  question  first  comes, 
however,  on  the  amendment  introduced  by  Coun- 
cilor Hein,  to  include  in  the  budget,  to  be  acted 
upon  at  this  time,  the  item  for  the  Public  Welfare 
Department. 

Coun.  Hein's  amendment  was  declared  lost. 
Coun.    LYNCH— Mr.    President,    I   doubt   the 
vote  and  ask  for  a  roll  call. 

Coun.  WILSON — Mr.  President,  perhaps  the 
rest  of  the  members  know  exactly  what  they  are 
voting  upon.  I  frankly  admit  that  I  do  not.  I 
understand  that  this  is  a  vote  on  the  request  of 


the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Appropriations 
that  the  item  for  the  Public  Welfare  Department 
lie  over  for  a  week? 

President  McGRATH— No.  The  question 
comes  on  Councilor  Hein's  amendment  to  include 
in  the  budget  to  be  acted  upon  at  this  time  the 
Public  Welfare  Department. 

Coun.  WILSON— And  the  adoption  of  that 
amendment  would  mean  in  effect  that  the  request 
of  the  chairman  of  the  committee  that  the  item  for 
Public  Welfare  Department  lie  over  for  another 
week  be  not  complied  with? 

President  McGRATH— That  is  correct. 
Coun.    WILSON — And   a    "yes"    vote    on    the 
amendment  would  mean  that  the  request  of  the 
chairman  is  denied? 

President  McGRATH— That  is  it. 
Coun.    Hein's    amendment,    to   include    in    the 
budget  as  reported  for  action  at  this  time  the  item 
for  the  Public  Welfare  Department,  was  adopted, 
yeas  15,  nays  6: 

Yeas — Coun.     Bush,     Cox,     Donovan,     Dowd, 
Englert,     Fish,     Gleason,     Green,     Hein,     Lynch, 
Mahoney,  McGrath,  Murray,  Power,  Ruby — 15. 
Nays — Coun.  Arnold,  Curtis,  Fitzgerald,  Kelly, 
Norton,  Wilson — 6. 

President  McGRATH — The  question  now  comes 
on  Coun.  Dowd's  amendment. 

Coun.  DOWD — Mr.  President,  the  amendment 
which  I  have  just  offered  to  the  original  budget 
totals  the  sum  of  $198,000.  Despite  what  the 
chairman  of  the  committee  might  say,  that  this 
budget  will  not  affect  the  taxes,  we  who  have  been 
in  this  Council,  members  who  have  studied  munic- 
ipal affairs,  realize  that  every  million  dollars  that 
we  vote  for  in  the  budget  today  means  an  increase 
of  taxes  to  the  extent  of  52  cents  per  $1,000;  and 
we  have  here  today  a  budget,  despite  the  fact  that 
we  have  not  money  in  it  for  street  resurfacing, 
$2,000,000  in  excess  of  that  of  last  year,  which  in 
itself  will  mean  an  increase  in  taxation  of  $1.04, 
as  the  budget  stands.  1  desire  to  run  oyer  very 
briefly  the  items  I  have  deducted,  realizing  nat- 
urally that  my  amendment  will  not  pass,  but 
feeling  that  I,  as  a  member  of  the  City  Council, 
cannot  allow  myself  to  vote  for  any  budget  that 
will  mean  added  taxation  to  any  extent  on  the 
people  of  the  City  of  Boston  at  this  time.  Of 
course,  I  am  also  aware  of  the  fact  that  that  sum, 
$198,000,  is  not  going  to  make  a  great  difference 
in  the  tax  rate.  At  the  same  time,  however,  if 
we  adopt  this  amendment,  it  will  at  least  show 
the  people  of  Boston  that  we  are  doing  our  utmost 
to  lower  the  tax  rate  as  far  as  possible.  The  first 
item,  under  Public  Celebrations,  $75,000,  I  have 
amended  to  read  $50,000,  for  the  reason  that  I 
am  convinced  that,  with  the  exception  of  four  or 
live  of  the  major  public  celebrations,  the  thing 
is  a  joke.  You  will  have  for  South  Boston,  Rox- 
bury,  East  Boston,  Charlestown  and  other  sec- 
tions, a  proper  amount  allowed  for  the  cejebration 
of  the  Fourth  of  July,  but  out  in  Jamaica  Plain 
we  see  more  money  appropriated  than  for  any 
other  section — $2,700,  for  example,  for  the  Fourth 
of  July,  against  S400  or  $500  for  any  other  ward 
in  the  City  of  Boston.  For  that  reason  I  ask  the 
City  Council  to  amend  the  item  for  Public  Cele- 
brations, despite  the  assertions  of  Councilman 
Murray,  so  as  to  read  $50,000  instead  of  $75,000. 
On  page  39  of  Document  41,  I  have  moved  to 
amend  the  item  for  the  entertainment  of  distin- 
guished guests,  for  which  $50,000  has  neen  allowed, 
to  read  $25,000,  as  I  really  believe  in  times  like 
these  when  we  are  trying  to  get  every  available 
dollar  for  the  Overseers  of  the  Poor,  it  is  time  to 
stop  entertaining  every  English  duke,  every  Ger- 
man consul,  every  Chinese  general,  and  everyone 
who  comes  from  foreign  lands,  and  w;ho  has  to  be 
entertained  at  great  expense.  I  believe  the  city 
should  tender  proper  official  entertainment  and 
should  dine  visiting  celebrities  in  a  proper  manner, 
but  I  see  no  logical  reason  for  paying  for  400  or 
500  plates  every  time  when  anyone  of  prominence 
comes  to  the  City  of  Boston.  I  firmly  believe 
that  the  Mayor  and  his  official  staff  should  enter- 
tain such  people  and  should  dine  them  in  a  proper 
way,  but,  when  financial  conditions  do  not  warrant 
it,  I  see  no  logical  reason  for  department  heads 
and  others  being  run  in  and  invited  to  every  dinner 
or  banquet  that  is  given  to  such  guests.  For 
that  reason,  I  move  that  the  item  be  cut  down 
from  S50.000  to  $25,000.  Then,  also,  on  page 
39  of  Document  41,  under  Park  Department,  we 
see  an  item  for  the  hire  of  teams  and  auto  trucks, 
$34,000.  1  can  see  no  conceivable  reason  for  the 
hiring  of  those  teams  and  trucks,  when  we  have 
plenty  of  teams  in  the  City  of  Boston  not  working, 


APRIL    13,    1931. 


155 


and  plenty  of  automobiles  that  are  available.  I 
say  that  this  $35,000  is  simply  a  gift  to  contractors, 
and  I  hope  it  will  be  entirely  eliminated  from  the 
budget,  because  we  have  teams  galore  and  enough 
horses  to  lug  bay  trees,  palms  or  anything  else 
which  they  may  want  to  send  to  decorate  halls. 
The  items  I  have  suggested  cutting  down  here 
do  not  affect  salaries  at  all,  but  simply  the  plants, 
of  the  different  departments.  If  there  is  going 
to  be  economy  practiced,  it  should  be  in  the  plants 
of  every  department  of  the  City  of  Boston.  I 
say  to  you,  Mr.  President  and  members  of  the 
Council,  that  we  have  an  opportunity  here  to 
save  about  $200,000.  The  place  to  economize 
is  in  the  plants  of  the  different  departments. 
That  is  a  nice  word,  "the  upkeep  of  plants." 
What  does  it  mean?  It  simply  means  awarding 
contracts,  gift  jobs  to  contractors  of  the  City  of 
Boston,  and  that  sort  of  thing  should  be  elimi- 
nated. Accordingly  I  ask  the  members  of  the 
Council  to  weigh  well  the  fact  that  they  are  now 
voting  on  the  budget,  and  this  budget  will  mean, 
outside  of  the  School  Department,  outside  of 
anything  we  may  receive  from  the  state  in  the 
way  of  income  taxes,  an  increase  of  $1.04  in  the 
tax  rate  of  the  City  of  Boston.  I,  for  one,  will 
not  allow  myself  to  vote  for  a  budget  of  this  kind, 
where  no  attempt  has  been  made  to  prune  any 
of  the  items.  Of  course,  the  department  heads 
come  up  here  and  say,  "We  have  got  to  have  the 
money."  Well,  if  they  don't  get  all  this  money, 
they  can  exist  just  the  same.  I  say  that  this 
$34,000  item  in  the  Park  Department  budget 
represents  absolutely  gift  jobs,  and  I  challenge 
any  member  of  the  Council  to  go  to  any  stable 
of  the  City  of  Boston  and  see  what  the  conditions 
are.  I  will  show  them  teams  and  horses  enough 
to  do  any  work  that  the  Park  Department  may 
require.  There  is  one  item  alone  where  you  can 
save  $34,000. 

Coun.  MURRAY — Mr.  President,  in  answer  to 
my  colleague  from  Ward  8,  he  says  that  in  my 
district  I  have  $2,700  for  celebrations.  Let  me 
say  to  him  that  that  was  through  my  hard  work 
and  endeavors  to  get  something  for  the  people  of 
my  district,  and  they  respect  me  for  getting  some- 
thing that  he  could  not  get  for  his  district.  Let  me 
say  further  that  Jamaica  Pond  is  a  place  where 
the  city  can  well  spend  a  lot  of  money  in  fireworks 
and  for  a  band  stand.  It  is  beautifully  situated 
for  such  purposes.  On  the  last  Fourth  of  July  we 
had  75,000  people  at  Jamaica  Pond  for  the  fire- 
works. They  did  not  come  from  my  district  alone, 
but  from  the  whole  City  of  Boston.  I  would  also 
like  to  ask  my  colleague  from  Ward  8  (Coun. 
Dowd)  a  question.  Would  he  want  to  slice  the 
fund  for  entertainment  of  distinguished  guests  so 
that  the  Mayors  and  other  distinguished  men 
from  Ireland  could  not  be  properly  received? 
(Laughter.) 

Coun.  DOWD — I  did  not  make  any  distinction 
between  the  Irish  or  the  Chinese. 

Coun.  MURRAY — Well,  you  mentioned  them 
all  but  the  Irish. 

Coun.  DOWD — Mr.  President,  in  answer  to  the 
gentleman,  let  me  say  that  my  remarks  go  for  any- 
body who  comes  to  Boston  from  any  place,  no 
matter  who  he  may  be. 

Coun.  HEIN — Mr.  President,  I  would  inform 
the  gentleman  from  Roxbury  that  there  are  no 
horses  belonging  to  the  City  in  the  Brighton  dis- 
trict that  are  idle.  They  are  all  working,  and  they 
are  utilizing  the  city  trucks  there  to  the  fullest 
extent.  They  are  doing  the  best  they  can  with 
what  they  have,  and  when  others  are  hired  it  is 
because  they  are  necessary. 

Coun.  BUSH — And  I  am  sorry,  Mr.  President,  to 
rise  to  correct  the  gentleman  from  Roxbury  in 
some  of  the  statements  he  has  made.  He  men- 
tions the  entertainment  of  distinguished  guests, 
but  he  leaves  out  the  word  "conventions."  The 
item  is  for  conventions  and  also  for  the  entertain- 
ment of  distinguished  guests.  It  is  a  good  thing, 
and  generally  recognized  to  be  such  to  get  conven- 
tions to  come  to  Boston,  because  they  mean  in- 
creased business  for  the  merchants  and  people  of 
the  City  of  Boston.  They  bring  a  great  deal  of 
money  to  the  city,  and  there  is  a  good  deal  of  val- 
uable effort  given  by  the  Mayor  to  get  these  con- 
ventions to  come  here.  1  understand  that  the 
conventions  take  up  the  major  part  of  the  item  and 
that  the  entertainment  of  distinguished  guests 
represents  a  comparatively  small  part  of  it.  Fur- 
ther, when  the  gentleman  refers  to  this  item  of 
$34,000  in  the  Park  Department,  I  find  later  an 
item  in  that  department  for  motor  vehicles,  $16,000. 
I  would  like  to  have  the  gentleman  elaborate  on 


that  item.  Well,  I  stand  corrected  in  regard  to 
that.  The  only  items  he  has  attempted  to  base 
his  claim  on  are  Public  Celebrations,  Entertain- 
ment of  Distinguished  Guests,  and  item  B-6  in 
the  budget  for  the  Park  Department.  I  would 
like  to  hear  some  explanation  from  him  of  his 
claim  that  there  can  be  reductions  made  in  the 
plants  of  the  various  departments. 

Coun.  DOWD — Mr.  President,  I  believe  I  made 
myself  clear.  I  said  that  the  plant  of  any  depart- 
ment simply  represented  the  upkeep  of  the  depart- 
ment so  far  as  contracts  are  concerned.  I  can 
take  any  one  department,  the  Park  Department, 
the  Public  Buildings  Department,  or  some  of  the 
other  departments,  and  show  that  that  is  so. 
Seventy  per  cent  of  some  of  these  items  are  made 
up  of  contracts  of  different  kinds,  and  if  we  desire 
to  economize,  that  is  the  place  to  do  it  in  the  differ- 
ent departments.  Of  course,  the  department 
heads  will  come  in  and  say  that  they  have  to  have 
the  money,  but  with  things  as  bad  as  they  are,  and 
with  a  substantial  increase  in  taxes  coming,  I  say 
that  it  is  up  to  every  department  head  to  cut 
down  on  his  plant  and  to  take  less  money. 

Coun.  Dowd's  amendment  was  declared  rejected . 
Coun.  Dowd  doubted  the  vote  and  asked  for  the 
yeas  and  nays. 

Coun.  GREEN — Mr.  President,  1  would  make  a 
motion  that  the  items  be  taken  up  separately. 

President  McGRATH — The  items  in  Coun. 
Dowd's  motion  must  be  taken  up  together. 

Coun.  Dowd's  amendment  was  rejected  by  roll 
call,  yeas  3,  nays  18: 

Yeas — Coun.  Dowd,  Kelly,  Norton — 3. 

Nays — Coun.  Arnold,  Bush,  Cox,  Curtis,  Don- 
ovan, Englert,  Fish,  Fitzgerald,  Gleason,  Green, 
Hein,  Lynch,  Mahoney,  McGrath,  Murray,  Power, 
Ruby,  Wilson— 18. 

The  question  came  on  the  passage  of  the  budget. 

Coun.  KELLY — Mr.  President,  as  long  as  no 
attempt  is  being  made  by  members  from  different 
parts  of  Boston  to  attempt  to  keep  down  the  tax 
rate  for  this  coming  year,  I  find  it  necessary  to  vote 
against  the  budget  as  a  whole,  and  my  reasons  for 
so  voting  are  as  follows:  In  1930  1  voted  for  each 
and  every  item  of  the  budget  submitted  by  his 
Honor  the  Mayor  to  our  honorable  body.  I 
voted  for  that  budget  largely  because  of  the  prom- 
ises to  relieve  the  unemployment  situation,  prom- 
ises made  not  only  to  members  of  the  City  Council 
but  to  the  entire  people  of  the  City  of  Boston. 
We  were  told  that  unemployment  would  be 
relieved.  Now,  a  year  afterwards,  from  official 
figures  taken  from  impartial  sources,  it  appears 
that  the  unemployment  in  Boston  has  increased. 
I  want  to  call  your  attention,  Mr.  President,  and 
the  attention  of  my  other  colleagues  in  this  body, 
to  the  fact  that  Councilor  John  I.  Fitzgerald,  the 
councilor  from  Ward  3,  with  his  knowledge  of  city 
and  state  politics,  said  no  later  than  our  last  meet- 
ing that  if  there  was  to  be  any  increase  in  our  tax 
rate  it  would  be  due  absolutely  to  the  vote  of  the 
City  Council.  I  say  this,  that  taxes  are  going  to 
jump  this  year,  and  unless  that  budget  is  pruned 
the  taxpayers  of  Boston  are  going  to  have  an  in- 
crease of  $1  or  $2  more  per  thousand  placed  on 
them.  I  recall  the  statement  made  by  the  Chief 
Executive  of  this  city  when  he  was  looking  after 
the  nomination  for  Mayor,  to  the  effect  that  he 
would  cut  the  taxes  down,  but  instead  we  are 
facing  probably  an  increase  of  close  to  $5  in  our 
taxes  before  the  close  of  one  half  of  his  term.  God 
only  knows  what  the  figure  will  be  in  the  next  two 
yearB.  Now,  I  am  in  favor  of  cutting  a  substantial 
amount  from  this  budget,  especially  due  to  the 
fact  that  in  it  no  wage  increases  are  allowed  to  the 
employees  of  the  City  of  Boston.  If  there  were 
such,  I  would  perhaps  vote  differently,  but  not  one 
single  budget  increase  is  going  to  inure  to  the  benefit 
of  any  city  worker,  whether  in  my  ward  or  in  any 
other  ward,  with  the  exception  of  a  few  policemen 
and  firemen  whose  salaries  must  go  up  from  year  to 
year.  I  say  this,  that  a  tax  increase  means  harder 
times  for  the  property  owners  and  that  in  turn 
means  increased  rents  to  the  rent  payers.  So  I 
cannot  stand  by,  being  the  spokesman  for  close 
to  15,000  people  of  my  district,  who  see  fit  to  send 
me  here,  and  ignore  present  conditions.  I  am 
keeping  the  promise  I  made  to  them  when  I  sought 
their  votes  two  years  ago.  I  cannot  vote  for  the 
present  budget  under  the  circumstances,  especially 
after  voting  for  the  one  of  last  year,  under  the 
promise  that  it  would  relieve  unemployment,  and 
seeing  the  unemployment  situation  get  worse 
rather  than  better.  I  know  what  it  means  to  the 
people  in  my  district,  the  poor  fellow  who  is  trying 
to  carry  a  mortgage.     I  know  what  he  is  up  against, 
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and  I  known  what  our  other  constituents  are  up 
against.  Knowing  their  troubles,  I  cannot  vote 
for  this  budget  unless  there  is  a  good,  substantial 
decrease  in  it  of  close  to  $3,000,000.  Another 
thing,  I  did  not  happen  to  be  on  this  committee. 
I  was  evidently  only  considered  good  enough  for 
minor  committees.  That  is  well  and  good. 
Therefore,  instead  of  having  my  say  in  the  com- 
mittee room,  as  I  would  have  done  had  I  been  on 
this  important  committee,  I  am  having  it  here  and 
now.  I  say  in  closing  that  I  refuse  to  vote  for  this 
budget,  which  means  such  a  raise  in  taxes,  which 
will  hurt  the  people  of  my  district,  and  I  hope  the 
press,  in  their  reports  of  this  affair  here  today,  will 
show  impartially  the  attitudes  of  both  sides  on  this 
matter.  1  simply  desire  the  people  to  know  why 
certain  members  of  this  Council  are  voting  against 
the  budget.  I  hope  that  may  be  brought  out.  As 
the  newspapers  are  impartial,  I  hope  they  will  set 
forth  the  reasons  given  here  for  voting  against  this 
budget. 

Coun.  NORTON— Mr.  President,  I  must 
respectfully  object  to  the  passage  of  the  Mayor's 
City  of  Boston  budget  for  the  year  1931  because 
by  passing  this  budget  we  are  voting  to  increase 
the  Boston  tax  rate  which  is  already  the  highest 
in  the  land  for  a  city  of  Boston's  size.  Boston's 
tax  rate  last  year  was  the  highest  adjusted  tax 
rate  of  any  city  in  the  country,  and  now  it  is 
proposed  to  boost  it  higher.  The  sum  collected 
in  taxes  this  year  in  Boston  by  the  city  will  amount 
to  approximately  $100  for  every  man,  woman  and 
child  in  Boston.  The  people  of  no  city  in  America, 
the  size  of  Boston,  are  forced  to  pay  such  an 
amount.  Boston  is  a  city  that  is  dependent 
upon  commerce  and  industry.  Today,  business 
moves  upon  a  small  margin  of  profit  and  is  very 
sensitive  to  even  a  few  cents  in  charges.  As  a 
matter  of  fact,  many  experts  on  the  problems  of 
the  Port  of  Boston,  claim  that  one  of  the  main 
reasons  for  the  decline  of  the  Port,  is  that  foreign 
freight  moving  via  Boston  to  and  from  certain 
Middle  Western  territory,  pays  2  cents  per  100 
pounds  more  in  freight  charges  than  if  handled 
at  Baltimore  or  Philadelphia.  The  City  of 
Boston  has  spent  thousands  of  dollars  in  an 
attempt  to  eliminate  that  2  cent  charge,  but 
without  success.  If  such  a  small  charge  as  this 
is  so  important  to  the  business  of  the  Port  of 
Boston,  what  will  be  the  effect  of  the  new  tax 
rate,  which  means  an  increase  in  dollars  and  not 
in  cents,  upon  the  commerce  and  industry  of 
Boston,  which  are  now  struggling  to  compete 
effectively  with  competitors  located  in  other 
cities  who  pay  a  smaller  city  tax?  In  my  ward 
is  located  industrial  concerns,  such  as  the  B.  F. 
Sturtevant  Company,  the  Stafford  Loom  Works, 
the  Tileston,  Hollingsworth  Paper  Mills,  the  John 
T.  Robinson  Company,  the  Stohn  .Silk  Mills,  the 
Condit  Electric  Company  and  many  others. 
Most  of  these  concerns  enter  into  competition 
with  competitors  in  other  cities  both  for  foreign 
and  domestic  business.  They  pay  thousands  of 
dollars  to  the  city  in  taxes.  How  can  these  con- 
cerns effectively  compete  with  industries  located 
in  other  cities  that  pay  a  lower  tax  rate?  Know- 
ing this,  the  representatives  of  other  cities  have 
been  offering  inducements  to  many  of  them  to 
move  to  St.  Louis,  to  Detroit,  to  Chicago,  to 
New  York  and  other  points.  In  many  cases  in 
addition  to  lower  taxes,  cheaper  fuel,  natural  gas 
better  railroad  service,  a  more  central  location  for 
distribution  and  other  inducements  ane  offered. 
Hundreds  of  old  and  faithful  employees  of  the 
main  car  shops  of  the  New  York,  New  Haven 
&  Hartford  Railroad  located  at  Readville,  in 
Boston,  are  now  out  of  work.  It  might  speed 
the  coming  of  the  day  when  they  were  put  back 
to  work  and  encourage  President  Pelley  to  open 
the  shops,  if  we  sent  word  to  him  that  the  taxes 
on  his  railroad  property  in  Boston  had  been 
reduced.  Instead,  we  send  him  word,  by  passing 
this  budget,  that  his  taxes  have  been  increased, 
and  this,  at  the  most  critical  time  in  the  road's 
history.  In  the  light  of  this  condition,  which  has 
been  a  potent  factor  in  the  steady  decline  in  the 
commerce  and  industry  of  Boston,  it  would 
appear  that  the  best  advice  which  can  be  given 
to  the  Commercial,  Industrial  and  Publicity 
Bureau  of  the  city,  is  to  stop  spending  the  people's 
money  to  advertise  the  Mayor's  picture  and  name 
all  over  the  city  and  try  to  keep  the  commerce 
and  industry  that  is  now  with  us  from  going 
away.  An  easing  of  the  taxation  burden  will  be 
the  best  method  to  hold  what  we  have.  Many 
business  firms  are  being  kept  in  this  city  today 
by  the  thin  thread  of  sentiment,  but  that  cannot 


last  much  longer.  As  a  result  of  the  present 
world-wide  economic  depression  together  with  the 
"drying  up"  of  commerce  and  industry  in  Boston, 
we  have  the  largest  number  of  people  in  history 
dependent  upon  the  City  of  Boston  for  some- 
thing to  eat.  Dependent  upon  the  city  to  keep 
a  roof  over  their  heads.  Every  charitable  agency 
in  Boston  is  now  staggering  under  the  most  colossal 
burden  they  have  ever  been  called  upon  to  face. 
It  has  been  estimated  that  today,  in  Boston,  at 
least  100,000  men,  women  and  children  are  accept- 
ing charity  in  some  form  or  another,  out  of  a  total 
population  of  782,000  odd.  Approximately  one 
in  every  eight  persons  in  Boston  are  forced  to 
accept  a  gratuity.  Never  in  history  have  we 
approximated  such  a  condition.  Our  people  are 
proud  people  and  never  ask  for  alms  until  the 
very  end.  The  Department  of  Labor  and  Indus- 
tries for  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts 
reports  as  of  January,  1931,  over  90,000  people 
idle  in  Boston.  And  what  about  the  small  home 
owner?  I  hold  in  my  hand  the  mimeograph 
printed  sheets  that  are  now  issued  in  booklet 
form  by  certain  Boston  banks  listing  the  property 
that  they  have  "for  sale."  The  banks  are  forced 
to  foreclose  today  on  so  many  pieces  of  property 
due  to  the  inability  of  the  owner  to  meet  his  taxes 
and  bank  charges,  that  the  lists  are  now  issued  in 
book  form.  Every  piece  of  property  listed  means 
a  broken  heart.  The  dream  of  a  lifetime  shattered. 
The  home  of  a  little  family  has  been  taken  from 
them.  I  cannot  vote  to  increase  the  burden 
thrown  upon  these  families  by  increasing  the 
taxes.  In  my  own  ward,  1  have  seen  strong  men 
weep  as  they  informed  me  that  they  were  to  lose 
their  homes.  I  am  thinking  of  those  men  and 
their  children,  when  1  vote  against  this  budget, 
when  I  vote  against  increasing  their  taxes.  Hun- 
dreds of  them  in  Boston  today  are  worrying  as 
to  whether  or  not  they  can  continue  to  pay  their 
taxes;  pay  their  bank  charges  and  keep  the 
home.  I  shall  not  be  a  party  to  adding  to  their 
difficulties.  I  come  from  a  ward  of  small  home 
owners  and  appreciate  their  position.  Why 
should  they  be  asked  to  pay  the  highest  tax  rate 
in  America  for  a  city  of  Boston's  size,  and  now 
we  are  to  raise  that  highest  rate  to  a  still  higher 
figure?  If  extravagance  in  the  administration  of 
city  departments  were  eliminated,  it  is  estimated 
by  students  of  municipal  government  that  at 
least  $2,000,000  could  be  saved  yearly,  a  sufficient 
sum  to  give  relief  to  those  who  are  attempting 
to  carry  their  homes  through  cooperative  banks 
and  otherwise,  and  who  cannot  receive  assistance 
from  the  city.  God  knows  thay  cannot  eat  the 
clapboards  or  the  plaster  in  their  houses.  We  all 
sympathize  with  those  unfortunate  men.  I  never 
want  to  see  the  time  come  when  we  shall  have 
a  hungry  child  or  a  hungry  person  in  Boston,  and 
now  is  the  time  to  lay  plans  to  take  care  of  the 
poor  people  of  Boston,  provided  the  present 
industrial  depression  continues.  The  limit  that 
the  city  of  Detroit  awards  to  a  family,  no  matter 
how  large,  is  $10  per  week.  Many  other  cities 
have  a  limit  of  a  like  amount  or  smaller.  How  a 
large  family  can  live  on  this  amount  is  a  question. 
I  never  want  to  see  the  day  come  when  Boston 
will  be  forced  into  a  similar  position.  Apparently, 
we  have  been  going  on  the  assumption  that  the 
depression  would  be  over  with  shortly.  1  am  one 
of  those  who  believe  that  the  present  depression 
will  not  be  over  with  "next  month."  I  believe 
it  involves  a  matter  of  years  and  the  "way  back" 
will  be  a  long,  slow  haul.  Ex-Governor  Smith 
of  New  York  State  stated  in  his  syndicated  news- 
paper article  of  yesterday,  Sunday,  April  12,  1931, 
as  follows: 

"It  is  my  opinion  that  not  only  has  business 
not  revived  but  unemployment  seems  to  be  even 
more  widespread.  Nothing  is  gained  either  by 
denying  or  attempting  to  cover  up  a  condition 
that  is  apparent." 

The  senior  United  States  Senator  from  Massa- 
chusetts, Hon.  David  I.  Walsh,  speaking  at  New 
York,  last  Saturday,  April  11,  1931,  said: 

"Neither  is  there  any  sign  that  6,000,000 
workers,  or  half  that  many,  will  get  reasonably 
permanent  jobs  before  next  winter.  So  far  as  the 
present  outlook  can  be  trusted  millions  of  Ameri- 
can workers  are  doomed  to  another  year  of  private 
charity  and  municipal  doles." 

Ex-President  Coolidge  has  called  attention  to 
the  danger  of  tremendously  increasing  local  taxes 
upon  depreciating  real  estate  values  everywhere. 
I  believe  that  there  is  no  need  for  an  increase  in 
the  tax  rate  in  the  City  of  Boston  this  year  and 
that  every  worthy  family  or  individual  dependent 
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upon  the  Overseers  of  Public  Welfare  can  be 
properly  taken  care  of,  and  that  there  will  be  no 
need  of  ordering  a  10  per  cent  cut  if  the  following 
recommendations  are  carried  out: 

Create  a  healthy  condition  of  competitive 
bidding  in  the  Public  Works  Department  of  the 
City  of  Boston  and  eliminate  the  small  favored 
group  of  contractors  who  now  have  a  monopoly 
on  the  building,  reconstructing  and  repairing  of 
roads.  Up  the  street  a  short  distance  is  located 
the  Massachusetts  Board  of  Public  Works  at  the 
State  House.  Last  year  this  department  spent 
three  times  as  much  money  on  streets  and  roads 
as  did  the  City  of  Boston  and  never  even  a  "whis- 
per" was  heard  about  graft  and  corruption.  The 
low  bidder,  having  filed  his  bond,  always  gets  the 
job.  Send  out  word  to  all  citizens  of  Boston  who 
are  interested  in  the  building  of  roads;  to  all  the 
contractors  who  build  those  wonderful  state  roads 
that  stretch  down  to  Nantasket  Beach  and  the 
Cape  and  away  up  through  Worcester,  Springfield 
and  to  the  Berkshires  and  who  bid  on  state  work, 
that  bidding  is  "on  the  level"  at  City  Hall,  and 
we  will  save  much  of  the  taxpayers'  money.  And 
have  it  understood  that  when  they  do  work  for 
Boston  they  shall  employ  only  Boston  citizens. 
The  purchasing  agent  of  the  City  of  Boston  buys 
about  $5,000,000  worth  of  supplies  a  year.  About 
40  per  cent  of  this  amount  is  spent  without  asking 
for  competitive  bids.  Up  the  street  a  short  dis- 
tance is  located  the  purchasing  agent  for  the 
state,  at  the  State  House.  Less  than  1  per  cent 
of  his  supplies  are  bought  without  competitive 
bidding,  and  he  buys  more  than  twice  as  much  as 
does  the  city.  Autos  and  tires  are  bought  by  the 
state  at  a  much  lower  figure  than  the  city  pays. 
When  the  city  buys  a  Ford  car,  it  sends  to  the 
Ford  Agency.  The  state  gets  bids  from  twenty- 
four  or  more  agents  and  sometimes  pays  $200  or 
$300  less  than  the  City  of  Boston  pays.  The 
same  can  be  said  of  many  other  articles  that  are 
bought  by  the  city  and  the  state — the  city  generally 
paying  a  larger  price  than  does  the  state.  Much 
of  the  taxpayers'  money  in  Boston  can  be  saved  if 
we  copy  the  system  in  vogue  at  the  State  House, 
where  again,  one  never  hears  of  a  "favored"  seller, 
but  all  have  an  equal  chance  on  competitive  bid- 
ding. The  comparison  should  make  certain 
officials  feel  ashamed  of  themselves.  We  should 
postpone  the  building  of  all  "luxuries"  until  we 
make  sure  of  when  we  are  coming  out  of  the 
present  depression.  Until  we  make  sure  that 
we  have  money  enough  so  as  never  to  have  a 
hungry  person  in  Boston.  The  idea  of  spending 
public  money  to  put  people  to  work  is  more  or 
less  fallacious.  When  we  spent  $250,000  odd  to 
build  Columbus  Park,  less  than  forty  men  were 
put  to  work.  When  we  spend  millions  of  dollars 
on  public  works,  a  comparatively  sm,all  number  of 
men  are  helped  temporarily.  The  automatic 
concrete  mixer,  the  automatic  shovel,  the  auto- 
matic machine  has  displaced  man  power  to  such 
an  extent,  that  very  few  men  are  put  to  work  and 
the  "white-collared"  group  is  left  suffering. 
Senator  Walsh  of  Massachusetts  and  Senator 
LaFollette  of  Wisconsin  make  the  assertion,  after 
an  exhaustive  study,  that  $60,000,000  of  govern- 
ment money,  spent  on  public  works  so  as  to  place 
a  maximum  number  of  men  to  work,  placed  about 
6,500  men  to  work  for  about  nine  months.  That 
is  more  money  than  we  would  have  available  here 
for  all  departments.  With  over  90,000  men  out 
of  work,  if  we  should  take  every  dollar  in  the 
budget,  we  could  not  put  more  than  6,500  men  at 
work  for  nine  months.  How  long  is  this  sort  of 
thing  going  to  last,  Mr.  President?  How  much 
longer  are  we  going  to  spend  public  money  on 
luxuries  when  money  is  needed  to  put  people 
back  at  work?  Until  the  depression  is  over,  we 
should  curtail  on  the  spending  of  public  money  in 
Boston  for  the  building  of  a  Strandway  along  the 
waterfront;  for  playgrounds  and  improvements; 
for  extra  police  stations;  for  rose  gardens  in 
Franklin  Park  and  lagoons  in  the  lenway,  for 
gymnasiums,  municipal  buildings  and  golf  courses' 
Let  us  do  two  years'  work  in  one  of  work  that  is 
necessary  to  be  done.  Before  spending  money  for 
"luxuries"  let  us  build  necessary  streets  and  side- 
walks. There  are  many  streets  in  Boston,  where 
families  have  paid  taxes  for  years,  and  yet  are 
unable  to  drive  an  automobile  to  their  homes 
during  the  winter  months.  On  many  days,  small 
children  are  unable  to  attend  school  because  of 
having  to  walk  through  mud  and  water.  Fire 
engines  find  it  impossible  to  reach  certain  homes. 
There  is  no  need  of  the  city  placing  a  "No  Tres- 
passing"   sign     on  these   streets.       One    look    is 


enough  to  stop  any  autoist  from  attempting  to 
drive  through  them.  Yet  we  build  rose  gardens 
and  lagoons.  In  this  budget  which  we  are  asked  to 
pass,  there  is  not  one  dollar  included  for  street  re- 
construction. We  spent  what  money  we  had  and 
then  went  to  the  Legislature  and  asked  for  an 
appropriation  to  fix  our  streets,  one  of  the  most 
important  of  items.  It  is  exactly  the  same  as 
when  a  family  spends  all  the  money  at  its  disposal 
and  then  goes  out  and  asks  a  credit  house  to  sell 
on  the  "installment"  plan.  In  this  case,  the 
Legislature  gave  us  just  one  half  of  what  we 
asked.  The  Honorable  Bernard  M.  Baruch,  an 
outstanding,  honored  American  Jew,  now  devoting 
his  time  to  the  perfecting  of  Saratoga  Springs, 
New  York,  so  that  the  poor,  sick  people  of  that 
state  may  have  the  same  advantages  that  are 
given  to  wealthy  Americans,  in  need  of  health, 
who  visit  the  famous  European  baths;  the  man 
who  wrote  many  of  the  financial  sections  of  the 
Versailles  Treaty  and  was  considered  to  have  been 
the  closest  financial  adviser  that  the  late  Woodrow 
Wilson,  then  President  of  the  United  States  had, 
during  the  momentous,  epochal  World  War  years; 
today  one  of  the  outstanding  financial  men  of  this 
country,  speaking  before  the  General  Assembly  of 
his  native  State  of  Columbia,  S.  C,  last  week, 
uttered  these  prophetic  words,  that  I  would  re- 
spectfully submit  to  this  Council  today: 

"Economic  paralysis  and  chaos  follow  unwise 
taxation.  It  is  always  the  many  on  whom  the 
burden  of  taxation  rests.  We  must  remember 
that  the  'power  to  tax  is  the  power  to  destroy.'  " 

Mr.  Baruch  urged  a  "sweeping  economy  and  a 
program  of  efficiency."  We,  in  this  Boston  City 
Council,  can  well  profit  by  his  words.  Under  these 
conditions,  Mr.  President,  I  cannot  vote  to  approve 
this  budget  and  place  the  stamp  of  approval  on 
such  conditions  as  I  have  discussed  here. 

President  McGRATH — The  question  comes  on 
the  passage  of  the  annual  budget. 

Coun.  BUSH — Mr.  President,  the  document 
which  the  gentleman  has  just  read  is  a  very  interest- 
ing one  and  covers  a  great  deal  of  territory,  but  it 
strikes  me  as  being  a  mass  of  contradictions.  The 
gentleman  heard  the  report  of  the  committee,  and 
heard  the  committee  state  that  the  increase  in  the 
budget  was  due  in  the  main  to  the  large  appropria- 
tion for  the  Public  Welfare  Department.  He 
knows  that  the  appropriation  for  the  Public  Welfare 
Department  is  one  to  assist  those  who  are  in  need 
and  those  who  are  out  of  employment.  Yet  he 
makes  the  statement  that  an  increase  in  our  tax 
rate  will  be  due  to  matterB  entirely  extraneous  to 
the  Public  Welfare  Department,  and  at  the  same 
time  contradicts  himself  in  stating  that  unemploy- 
ment is  still  with  us,  if  anything  in  a  greater  degree 
— thereby  contradicting  his  own  statement  as  to 
the  sum  appropriated  for  public  welfare.  He 
referred  to  the  improvements  m  the  Fenway  and 
Franklin  Park.  If  he  does  not  know  it,  he  ought 
to  know  that  that  is  in  no  way  reflected  in  the  tax 
rate,  that  through  the  beneficence  of  one  George  F. 
Parkman,  who  left  a  ldrge  sum  of  money  to  the 
City  of  Boston,  the  income  from  the  money  so 
given  to  the  city  is  to  be  used  for  the  improvement 
and  development  of  the  parks  in  existence  during 
that  gentleman's  lifetime,  and  that  that  money  is 
being  used  for  just  such  purposes  as  the  gentleman 
refers  to.  Not  a  penny  of  the  money  used  from 
these  purposes  comes  from  the  City  of  Boston  and 
not  a  penny  of  it  is  reflected  in  the  tax  rate  or  in 
the  budget.  If  the  gentleman  suggests  that  he  is 
not  going  to  vote  for  the  budget  because  it  has  an 
extra  $2,000,000  in  it  for  the  assistance  of  worthy 
citizens  who  are  in  distress,  who  have  lived  here 
all  their  lives,  who  are  meeting  a  terrific  crisis  now, 
who  are  unable  to  find  employment  and  who  must 
come  to  the  city  asking  for  assistance,  if  he  inti- 
mates that  that  should  be  dropped  from  the  bud- 
get, I  certainly  cannot  agree  with  him,  and  I  don't 
think  any  councilor  in  this  body  can  afford  to 
agree  with  him.  He  mentions  what  other  cities 
pay  for  assistance  and  aid.  He  mentions  the  fact 
that  the  city  of  Detroit  is  paying  a  maximum  of 
$8  per  week,  no  matter  how  many  members  there 
are  in  the  family.  I  am  proud  and  happy  to  say 
that  the  City  of  Boston  is  far  more  generous  with 
its  citizens  in  need  of  aid;  in  fact,  we  pay  three 
times  as  much  where  the  size  of  the  family  warrants 
it.  I  would  not  have  them  cut  a  penny  from  it; 
if  necessary,  I  would  favor  even  more  money  being 
granted  to  the  Public  Welfare  Department  to 
assist  these  worthy  citizens  in  their  hour  of  dis- 
tress. It  is  true  that  municipal  expenses  are 
mounting  continually.  Citizens  demand  a  great 
deal  more  in  service  from  the  municipality  today, 
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much  more  than  they  ever  did  in  the  past,  and 
they  get  it.  They  are  getting  services  today  that 
were  never  even  thought  of  ten,  fifteen  or  twenty 
years  ago,  and  they  have  got  to  pay  for  them. 
The  function  of  a  municipality  is  not  to  hoard 
money  which  comes  in  from  taxation.  The 
function  of  the  municipality  is  to  spend  the  money, 
spend  it  economically,  and  obtain  as  much  Bervice 
for  the  benefit  of  the  inhabitants  as  it  is  possible 
to  obtain  for  the  expenditure.  That  is  the  func- 
tion of  the  municipality.  Of  course,  large  in- 
creases in  pay  rolls,  if  responsible  for  an  increase 
in  taxation,  should  be  curbed,  but  we  have  been 
informed  by  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  and  we  have 
been  informed  by  the  chairman  of  the  Committee 
on  Appropriations,  that  no  such  increases  are 
being  granted  this  year,  that  the  only  substantial 
increase  in  the  budget  is  that  item  for  the  Public 
Welfare  Department,  and  I  am  sure  that  no  man 
here  can  afford  to  quarrel  with  an  increase  in  that 
item.  As  for  the  large  amount  of  territory  covered 
by  the  gentleman  in  relation  to  the  number  of 
public  improvements  and  the  lack  of  men  employed 
on  them,  he  still  makes  the  statement  that  there 
were  men  employed  there.  That  they  use  ma- 
chinery on  some  of  these  projects,  or  on  most  of 
them,  which  displaces  a  large  number  of  men  who 
might  have  been  employed  there,  is  a  very  poor 
excuse  for  not  going  ahead  with  these  projects  and 
giving  the  improvements  to  the  municipality.  In 
his  own  statement  he  contradicts  himself  when  he 
states  that  contracts  should  be  given  to  the  lowest 
bidder  and  at  the  same  time  states  that  they  should 
not  be  let  at  all,  because  they  do  not  employ  suffi- 
cient men  to  relieve  the  unemployment  situation. 
He  quotes  our  very  worthy  senior  senator  as  stating 
that  not  more  than  half  of  the  6,000,000  men  who 
are  unemployed  in  the  country  today  will  receive 
any  employment  pf  a  permanent  nature  between 
now  and  next  winter;  but  if  by  municipal  pro- 
jects you  can  relieve  the  situation  by  50  per  cent, 
isn't  it  worth  while?  Isn't  that  considerable 
assistance?  It  is  not  expected,  no  matter  how 
sanguine  anybody  may  be,  that  municipal,  state 
or  national  projects  will  relieve  all  the  unemploy- 
ment. It  was  never  intended  that  they  should 
relieve  all  unemployment.  It  was  intended  as  a 
relief  measure  to  do  all  that  is  humanly  possible  to 
do  and  if  it  is  relieving  50  per  cent  of  the  unemploy- 
ment it  is  doing  a  great  deal. 

Coun.  CURTIS  offered  the  following  amend- 
ment: 

In  Public  Welfare  Department  reduce  item  for 
Care  of  Dependents  by  $1,000,000,  and  strike  out 
item  Old  Age  Assistance,  $500,000. 

Coun.  CURTIS— Mr.  President,  I  am  not 
quarreling,  as  has  been  suggested  by  the  colleague 
who  has  just  spoken,  with  the  amount  of  money 
being  spent  on  public  welfare.  We  all  know  that 
the  Public  Welfare  Board  is  a  duly  constituted 
body  of  hard  working  and  unpaid  men  engaged  in 
public  service.  I  sympathize  with  the  expendi- 
ture of  money  for  that  sort  of  thing,  and  I  am  not 
trying  to  substitute  my  judgment  or  that  of  this 
body  for  their  judgment.  They  know  what  they 
are  doing  and  they  are  doing  the  best  they  can, 
and  I  feel  that  they  should  have  all  the  money 
needed  for  the  relief  of  the  poor  of  this  city.  The 
only  point  I  would  like  to  bring  up  is  that  today, 
thus  early  in  the  year,  we  cannot  estimate  that 
$6,000,000  will  be  needed  for  the  purpose  during 
the  coming  year.  It  seems  to  me  not  wise  that 
we  should  attempt  to  do  so.  I  believe  we  should 
cut  it  down  in  a  small  degree  at  this  time,  and  then 
if  conditions  should  be  better  later  there  will  be  a 
saving  in  that  department.  If  there  cannot  be 
such  a  saving  in  that  department,  let  them  come  in 
in  July,  as  they  did  last  year,  and  I  think  we  can 
guarantee  that  the  body  will  give  them  the  nec- 
essary funds.  The  only  point  I  would  like  to  raise 
is  whether,  acting  as  we  are  early  in  the  year,  it  is 
not  the  wiser  course  to  cut  down  this  sum  to  some 
extent  at  this  time,  and  then  await  events.  The 
amount  allowed  for  the  Central  Office  of  the  Public 
Welfare  Department  under  this  budget  is 
$4,182,708,  which,  together  with  the  $2,250,000 
voted  by  the  City  Council  last  month,  amounts  to 
$6,432,708.  Then  there  is  a  further  item  of 
$500,000  set  aside  for  old  age  assistance,  and  we 
all  knovi  there  is  a  good  chance  that  that  legisla- 
tion will  be  postponed.  In  any  event  the  pay- 
ments under  it  do  not  become  effective  until  July. 
So  I  see  no  need  of  voting  at  this  time  to  take  this 
entire  amount  of  money  out  of  the  taxpayers, 
until  the  need  has  been  shown.  I  think  we  can 
well  cut  the  amount  as  suggested  in  my  amend- 
ment, which  is  not  offered  with  any  idea  of  re- 


quiring that  board  to  skimp  on  relief.  Let  them 
pay  out  what  they  should  pay  out,  but  don't  pass 
the  whole  thing  now.  Let  them  come  back  later, 
if  necessary.  If  we  pass  the  whole  amount  now, 
and  if  this  board  later  finds  that  there  can  be  a 
substantial  economy  in  the  expenditure  of  the 
money,  a  certain  proportion  of  it  will  be  transferred 
and  spent  for  other  purposes.  So  I  urge  that  that 
item  be  cut  down.  It  seems  to  me  that  we  should 
not  pass  it  as  a  matter  of  course.  It  is  an  import- 
ant thing  to  spend  $6,000,000  at  this  time,  and  I 
say  that  if  we  cut  that  amount  down  by  $1,500,000 
we  are  doing  something  that  may  result  in  real 
economy.  But  if  we  pass  the  whole  amount,  and 
it  is  not  needed  for  the  purpose  for  which  it  is 
voted,  there  will  be  a  great  temptation,  with  the 
money  right  there,  to  spend  it  for  something  else. 

Coun.  HEIN — Mr.  President,  I  appreciate  the 
point  raised  by  the  councilor  from  Ward  3,  but 
if  the  figures  and  the  statements  presented  by  the 
councilor  from  Hyde  Park  (Coun.  Norton)  are 
correct,  I  cannot  see  how  that  department  is 
going  to  get  by  with  the  $6,000,000.  As  he  says, 
it  is  not  really  going  to  relieve  the  unemployment 
situation. 

Coun.  WILSON — Mr.  President,  I  have  always 
welcomed  information  in  this  Council  on  any 
subject,  and  I  particularly  welcome  it  with  refer- 
ence to  such  an  important  item  as  the  one  under 
consideration  in  th^  annual  budget  of  the  City  of 
Boston  today.  I  had  hoped  when  the  original 
motion  lookirg  to  delay  was  made  that  an  oppor- 
tunity might  be  given  to  the  chairman  of  the 
Committee  on  Appropriations  to  look  into  this 
item  further,  so  that  he  and  the  committee  might 
in  their  wisdom  be  able  to  give  us  a  little  more 
light  after  a  week's  time.  I  agree  with  much 
that  the  councilor  from  Hyde  Park  (Coun.  Norton) 
has  said  in  regard  to  the  unemployment  situation. 
I  agree  that  it  has  not  ceased  to  any  great  extent 
and,  agreeing  with  him  somewhat,  I  was  sur- 
prised to  see  Mr.  Phelan's  state  committee  go  out 
of  business  with  the  statement  that  apparently 
there  was  nothing  more  for  idle  hands  to  do. 
I  agreed,  in  distinction  from  some  other  members 
of  the  Council,  with  what  I  considered  an  excel- 
lent suggestion  made  by  the  councilor  from 
Roxbury  (Coun.  Dowd)  a  week  ago,  although 
not  quite  in  that  form — that  the  Council  and  the 
administration  of  this  city  might  well  and  with 
some  value  to  itself  make  a  study  of  the  budgets 
of  other  cities,  with  the  feeling  that  some  saving 
might  be  made  by  the  City  of  Boston  as  a  result 
of  such  study  and  that  there  might  be  a  possi- 
bility of  holding  down  mounting  costs.  But 
when  we  get  right  down  to  the  rock  bottom  of 
what  we  are  all  hoping  to  do,  we  meet  this  question. 
We  have  before  us  an  annual  budget  of  the  City 
of  Boston,  the  budget  under  which  the  City  of 
Boston  has  to  do  business,  and  a  quarter  of  the 
year  has  already  passed.  It  strikes  me  as  peculiar 
if  any  member  of  the  Council — although  each 
member  is  entitled  to  his  own  opinion — is  not 
going  to  vote  for  any  budget,  because,  of  course, 
we  are  still  going  to  do  business  and  one  quarter 
of  this  year's  business  is  already  done,  and,  of 
course,  we  must  pass  this  budget  or  go  out  of  busi- 
ness. I  read  with  interest  the  statement  made 
in  the  report  of  the  committee  of  last  year: 

"Mr.  Pratt,  representing  the  Good  Govern- 
ment Association,  sat  in  at  all  hearings  before 
your  committee,  and  at  the  close  of  the  final  session 
made  the  following  comment,  'In  the  first  place  I 
would  like  to  say  out  of  fairness  that  I  think  this 
is  one  of  the  best  budgets  that  has  been  submitted 
to  the  City  Council.  On  the  whole  I  think  it  is 
fairly  water-tight,  and  I  think  the  committee  has 
gone  into  it  very  intelligently.'  " 

If  I  grasp  the  report  of  this  year's  committee 
correctly,  despite  the  additional  unemployment, 
despite  the  depression,  despite  the  troubles  we 
have  been  passing  through,  the  budget  of  this 
year  is  practically  of  the  same  amount  as  last 
year's  budget,  which  received  the  O.  K.  and  trade 
mark  of  the  Good  Government  Association.  If 
I  understand  the  report  of  the  Budget  Commis- 
sioner this  year  correctly,  the  only  items  which 
show  a  real  increase  to  any  great  extent  this  year, 
and  to  that  extent  are  different  from  last  year's 
budget  which  received  such  a  glowing  tribute, 
are  the  items  providing  the  annual  step-rate 
increases  for  the  Police  and  Fire  Departments 
and  the  additional  item,  around  $2,000,000, 
for  the  Public  Welfare  Department.  In  order 
that  I  may  not  be  in  doubt  on  that  subject, 
I  would  ask  the  chairman  of  the  Committee 
on  Appropriations  if  I  am  correct  in  understand- 


APRIL    13,    1931. 


159 


ing  the  situation,  that  in  practically  every  in- 
stance there  is  no  increase  here  over  1930,  and 
that  there  are  no  increases  of  salaries — other  than 
as  stated  in  the  Police  and  Fire  Departments — ■ 
and  the  only  really  substantial  increase  is  in  the 
item  for  the  Public  Welfare  Department;  with 
the  exception  that  the  street  construction  propo- 
sition has  been  removed? 

Coun.  CURTIS — That  statement  is  correct. 

Coun.  WILSON — And  I  now  understand  that 
the  chairman  of  the  committee  requires  no  further 
time  on  the  item  for  the  Public  Welfare  Depart- 
ment, but  stands  on  the  amendment  he  has  offered. 

Coun.  CURTIS — Mr.  President,  my  feeling  is 
that  it  would  be  much  better  to  let  the  committee 
have  additional  time  in  which  to  thresh  it  out, 
going  over  the  matter  for  a  week.  However, 
if  the  Council  does  not  see  fit  to  allow  that,  I  trust 
that  this  amendment  will  be  adopted.  I  don't 
know  whether  the  rest  of  the  committee  feel  the 
same  way  or  not.  I  would,  however,  prefer  to 
withdraw  my  amendment  and  have  that  part  of 
the  budget  go  over  for  a  week. 

Coun.  WILSON — Then,  one  other  question. 
I  understand  that  the  Public  Welfare  Department 
actually  expended  last  year  in  excess  of  $4,000,000? 

Coun.  CURTIS — The  amount  in  the  budget  last 
year  allotted  for  relief ,  for  both  the  Public  Welfare 
Department  and  the  Soldiers'  Relief  Department, 
was  $3,550,000,  and  the  actual  amount  expended, 
the  difference  being  accounted  for  by  transfers, 
was  $4,109,000. 

Coun.  WILSON — And  your  amendment  sug- 
gests a  reduction  of 

Coun.  CURTIS— $1,500,000  from  $6,432,708,  of 
which  $2,250,000  has  already  been  appropriated, 
leaving  $4,182,708.  Now,  if  I  may  answer  that 
question  a  little  differently,  the  budget  shows 
for  the  Public  Welfare  Department,  Central  Office, 
$4,182,000,  to  which  must  be  added,  as  I  have  said, 
the  $2,250,000  already  paid  in  March.  But  that 
figure  would  b'e  compared  with  the  amounts  that 
have  been  spent  in  the  last  two  years  for  relief 
by  both  departments  because  the  figure  for  actual 
relief  does  not  appear  as  such  in  the  department. 
This  budget  figure  of  over  $4,000,000  is  mostly  for 
relief,  but  includes  the  routine  operating  expenses 
of  the  Public  Welfare  Department. 

Coun.  WILSON — All  right,  I  am  simply  trying 
to  boil  it  down.  I  am  merely  asking  these  ques- 
tions because  when  we  are  dealing  with  items  of 
$4,000,000  and  $5,000,000,  I  like  to  know  what  I 
am  voting  upon.  I  understand  that  the  present 
figure  now  suggested  by  the  chairman  of  the  com- 
mittee equals  or  somewhat  exceeds  last  year's 
admitted  figure  of  actual  expenditures? 

Coun.  CURTIS— Well,  of  course,  it  includes 
expenditures  for  other  purposes  by  the  Public 
Welfare  Department,  and  I  have  not  got  a  figure 
showing  what  those  expenditures  are,  offhand. 

Coun.  WILSON — Well,  as  a  last  question,  so 
that  I  may  be  at  least  clear  in  my  own  mind,  may 
I  ask  this?  Do  I  correctly  understand  that  the 
chairman  of  the  Appropriations  Committee  offers 
this  amendment  reducing  that  very  necessary 
item  for  the  Public  Welfare'  Department — with 
reference  to  which  I  believe  we  all  agree  that  there 
will  be  no  substantial  reduction  this  year — because 
he  has  not  been  allowed  to  have  an  additional  week 
or  further  time  to  go  into  the  entire  budget  of 
that  department? 

Coun.  CURTIS — That  is  correct,  substantially. 

Coun.  FITZGERALD — Mr.  President,  of  course 
the  committee  are  placed  in  a  very  embarrassing 
position.  I  want  to  say,  with  all  my  years  of 
public  service  in  the  Legislature  and  in  the  Council, 
I  never  before  witnessed  a  spectacle  of  this  kind, 
where  the  chairman  of  the  committee  has  been 
denied  the  right  of  a  week's  continuance  on  such 
a  matter,  inasmuch  as  the  committee  themselves 
have  had  no  chance  to  discuss  the  matter  thor- 
oughly. I  had  assumed,  of  course,  with  the  dis- 
tinct understanding  and  with  the  gentlemen's 
agreement  upon  the  matter,  this  item  would  be 
postponed  for  one  week.  I  say  the  whole  thing 
is  very  suspicious  and  places  the  committee  in  an 
embarrassing  position.  There  are  a  large  number 
of  the  public  who  believe  that  this  welfare  business 
is  a  racket,  there  is  no  question  about  that,  and 
that  it  is  a  political  machine  now  used  by  a  lot  of 
people  in  some  capacity  or  another.  I,  for  one, 
have  very  few  cases  to  take  to  the  Public  Welfare. 
I  try  not  to  do  so.  When  I  am  approached  by 
people  for  aid  I  make  it  a  point  to  get  as  much 
information  from  them  as  I  possibly  can  and  try 
to  convince  them  to  go  there  only  as  a  last  resort, 
because,    after  all,  in  going    there    they  subject 


themselves  to  many  things.     Perhaps  I  come  from 
a  section  where  there  are  a  lot  of  proud  people, 
and  maybe  they  don't  want  to  submit  themselves 
to  that  sort  of  thing,  and  I  know  a  lot  of  poor 
people  who  would  not  so  submit  themselves,  who 
would  die  first.     I  go  farther.     I  say  that  since 
this  new  City  Council  came  into  existence  they 
haven't   done   any   business    of    a    great,    worthy 
character.     We  have  done  nothing  to  help  build 
it  up;    we  have  simply,  year  after  year,  come  in 
here  and  voted  away  the  money,  and  the  motive 
of  each   member  who  is  trying  to  do  something 
has    been    misunderstood.     Now     we     have    the 
question   of   the   Public   Welfare   or  the   Soldiers' 
Relief    Departments.     Here    is    the    chairman    of 
that  committee,  who  has  worked  long  and  faith- 
fully.    Of  course,  as  I  have  told  him,  he  has  re- 
ceived the  treatment  that  many  of  his  predecessors 
in  the  past  have  received.     He  has  been  in  a  long 
drawn-out  battle.     He  comes  in  here  filled  with 
the  enthusiasm  for  public  service,  a  man  coming 
from  one  of  the  first  families  and  coming  from  that 
section  of  Boston  which  has  given  the  city  many 
worthy  men,   which  has  given  much  in  the  way 
of   charity  and   public  service,   and  feeling  some 
satisfaction  perhaps  in  the  work  that  he  and  the 
committee  have  done.     At  least,   I   have  a  little 
manhood  about  me,  and  I  feel  that  I   ought  to 
show  some  gratitude  at  least  to  the  chairman  of 
the    committee.     But   you   must   ride   roughshod 
over  people.     A  few  weeks  ago  we  gave  the  De- 
partment of  Public  Welfare  $2,250,000.     We  are 
fast  approaching  the  time   when  the   Legislature 
will  give   the   city  a   city   comptroller.     You  are 
doing  the  things  here  which  will  naturally  bring 
it  about.     You  are  getting  to  be  a  body  that  at 
each   and  every   meeting   simply   passes   what   is 
submitted  to  it.     Something  is  wrong.     This  body 
was  created  because  the  people   wanted  a  check 
and  balance,  something  that  would  be  a  check  upon 
the  Mayor.     We  are  a  department,  and  we  should 
function.     But  we  don't,  and  our  action  is  mis- 
understood.    There   are  several  members   of   this 
body  who  have  served  in  the  Massachusetts  Legis- 
lature and  they  know  perfectly  well  that  courtesy 
is  always  extended  there,  that  a  man  who  refused 
to  extend  that  right  would  be  ostracized.     I  have 
been  there  when  we  were  a  small  party,  when  we 
were  a  small  minority,  but  our  wishes  were  always 
respected  and  the  humblest  member  of  the  body 
was  accorded  due  courtesy  and  honor.     Standing 
here  today  I  feel  very  keenly  that  this  body  should 
act  in  a  different  way  towards  the  chairman  of 
the    committee.     It    means    nothing    to   me    per- 
sonally, but  I  have  my  viewpoint  as  to  the  way 
we  should  act  in  such  a  matter.     We  come  in  here 
and  do  not  accord  him  proper  or  courteous  treat- 
ment, in  spite  of  the  understanding  that  was  had 
with  the  committee.     But  if  we  say  anything  our 
motives  are  misunderstood.     I  say  that  the  gen- 
tleman from  Hyde  Park  (Coun.  Norton)  deserves 
great  credit  for  the  manner  in  which  he  has  spoken 
here  today,  but,  as  Councilor  Bush  has  stated,  it 
cannot  be  blamed  entirely  on  the  budget.     But 
we  simply  come  here  and  pass  loan  orders  involv- 
ing millions  and  millions,  at  4  per  cent,  and  that 
is  all.     This  sort  of  thing,   however,  swells  your 
tax  rate  and  we  are  going  to  face  a  situation  in 
this  city  soon  that  many  people  will  not  like.     Of 
course,  the  people  don't  realize  what  is  going  on 
until   the  tax  rate  is  set.     Do  you  realize  what 
we  are  coming  to  in  the  matter  of  real  estate  values 
in  this  city?     I  know  a  piece  of  property  in  the 
Back  Bay  that  was  assessed  for  $37,000,  and  that 
sold  for  $15,500.     If  that  sort  of  think  keeps  on, 
don't  you  see  what  is  going  to  happen?     It  means 
that  instead  of  paying  $30  on  a  thousand  people 
will  soon  be  paying  $50  on  a  thousand.     I  know 
a  piece  of  property  in  the  West  End  that  is  as- 
sessed for  $33,000.     It  has  been  in  the  market  for 
three  years,  and  you  cannot  get  a  bid  of  $10,000 
for   it.     Think   of   the   interest   charges   that   are 
being  paid  on  such  property,  think  of  the  taxes 
that  we  are  rolling  up.     I  know,  too,  of  a  piece  of 
wharf    property    in    East    Boston,    assessed    for 
$108,000,    that   was   sold   for   $40,000.     We   were 
told  a  few  weeks  ago  that  those  places  were  going 
to  boost.     The  President  of  the  body,  the  gentle- 
man  from   Charlestown   and  a   few   others   heard 
in  glowing  terms  what  East  Boston  was  going  to 
be,  that  property  values  there  were  going  to  rise 
over  night.     And  yet  we  all  know  that  there  isn't 
a   banker,   in  spite  of  all  the  talk  about  bridges 
and   tunnels  and   the   tremendous  rise   they  are 
going  to  bring  about  in  real  estate  in  the  neighbor- 
hood, who  is  at  all  interested  in  such  property 
in   the   present  state   of   affairs.     They   compare 
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East  Boston,  in  its  reference  to  Boston,  with  Jer- 
sey City  in  its  relation  to  New  York  City.  Why, 
that  is  absolutely  ridiculous.  They  are  planning, 
through  the  Legislature,  to  put  in  over  there  in 
East  Boston  a  grand  Strandway.  That  proposi- 
tion could  have  waited  another  year.  And  this 
year  particularly  we  are  up  against  a  different 
proposition  from  what  we  have  been  up  against 
in  previous  years.  Now,  Mr.  President,  I  am 
going  to  make  an  appeal  to  the  members  of  the 
body  to  stand  by  the  chairman  of  the  committee 
and  allow  this  item  to  lie  over  for  one  week.  It 
can  do  no  harm,  and  it  may  help  to  erase  from 
the  minds  of  many  members  of  the  Council  things 
that  we  have  heard  about  the  conduct  of  the 
department.  I  don't  know  what  you  get,  but  I 
know  what  I  get  from  men  and  women  with  whom 
I  have  contact  in  the  city.  I  know  many  of  them 
feel  strongly  that  something  is  radically  wrong 
there.  It  will  do  no  harm  to  give  a  little  more 
time  in  regard  to  that  item,  and  I  say  again  to 
the  members  of  the  Council  that  it  was  the  under- 
standing that  this  extension  should  be  given.  I 
feel  that  in  refusing  it  a  great  injustice  is  being 
done  to  the  chairman  of  the  committee.  And  so 
I  ask  that  one  week  more  be  given  for  considera- 
tion of  the  matter.  A  week's  delay  will  do  no 
harm,  and  it  will  remove  all  doubt.  I  trust  that 
the  gentleman  from  Hyde  Park  will  agree  to  that 
also,  and  it  will  give  a  chance  for  a  minority  report, 
if  desired. 

Coun.  NORTON— Mr.  President,  I  thought  I 
made  myself  very  clear  this  afternoon  in  reference 
to  welfare  relief,  relief  of  soldiers  and  their  families, 
and  of  the  unfortunate  poor.  So  that  I  might 
not  be  misquoted,  as  I  apparently  was  by  the 
speaker  who  followed  me,  I  carefully  wrote  my 
remarks.  I  quoted  the  senior  Senator  from 
Massachusetts,  the  Hon.  David  I.  Walsh,  as  say- 
ing the  most  we  can  hope  for  this  summer  is  for 
a  small  proportion  of  the  six  million  or  more 
unemployed  in  the  industries  of  this  nation  to  be 
put  back  to  work,  and  yet  the  colleague  stands 
up  here  and  says  I  said  that  50  per  cent  of  the 
people  of  the  United  States  would  go  back  to  work 
on  public  works.  Think  of  it!  The  colleague  from 
Roxbury  deliberately  stated — and  made  no  mention 
at  all  of  my  most  important  item — that  I  was  in 
favor  of  the  Detroit  and  Fall  River  plan  of  cut- 
ting down  relief.  You  heard  what  I  said  here; 
you  heard  what  I  stated  in  my  written  statement. 
I  never  want  the  time  to  come  when  the  poor  of 
Boston  will  fail  to  be  treated  with  respect  due 
them.  But  I  do  want  the  time  to  come  when  we 
will  stop  that  graft  on  contractors  and  the  graft 
in  the  Purchasing  Department.      (Applause.) 

President  McGRATH— Those  in  the  gallery 
here  are  guests  of  the  Council  and  under  the  rules 
are  not  allowed  to  make  demonstrations  of  any 
sort. 

Coun.  NORTON — Now,  the  colleague  from 
Roxbury  has  referred  to  certain  expenditures  in 
our  parks.  The  great  Bostonian  who  formerly 
lived  at  33  Beacon  street,  his  home  now  being 
occupied  by  the  Boston  Park  Commission,  left  a 
will  making  some  very  carefully  guarded  pro- 
visions with  respect  to  things  that  might  be  done 
with  the  money  left  to  the  city  under  that  will  for 
our  parks.  In  that  will  is  the  statement — I  can- 
not quote  it  verbatim — that  this  money  shall  not 
be  used,  in  effect,  for  utilitarian  purposes.  Of 
late  years  there  has  been  court  opinion  in  this 
country  which  gives  a  very  liberal  construction  to 
that  adjective  "utilitarian,"  so  much  so  that 
there  is  a  school  of  legal  thought  in  Boston  today 
who  have  given  opinions  on  the  Parkman  will, 
that  it  may  be  possible  to  use  part  of  that  money 
for  cleaning  up  Boston  Common.  As  time  goes 
on,  conditions  are  bound  to  change,  and  the  courts 
may  give  us  even  a  little  more  liberal  interpreta- 
tion of  that  will,  as  has  been  the  case  in  many 
courts  in  the  jurisprudence  of  this  nation,  and  it 
may  be  that  instead  of  spending  the  money  on 
rose  gardens  and  lagoons  we  can  spend  it  on  many 
things  for  which  we  are  now  paying  from  the 
treasury  of  the  City  of  Boston.  That  was  my 
allusion  to  the  Parkman  will.  I  am  not  interested 
in  cutting  down  on  welfare.  I  am  inclined  to  be 
with  the  Mayor  of  Boston  in  his  request  in  con- 
nection with  the  budget  that  we  do  not  hold  up 
any  money  that  would  help  the  poor  of  our  city. 

Coun.  DONOVAN— Mr.  President,  I  had  not 
intended  to  inject  myself  into  the  argument  this 
afternoon,  but'  while  I  agree  with  some  of  the 
things  that  the  councilor  from  Hyde  Park  (Coun. 
Norton)  has  said,  I  must  take  exception  to  other 
things.     Operating  under  the  charter  of  1909,  the 


Mayor  is  compelled  by  statute  to  set  aside  so 
much  money  for  school  purposes.  That  is  manda- 
tory, by  statute.  Now,  what  has  happened  in 
this  city,  where  there  is  an  ever  growing  and 
changing  population?  You  have  the  demands  of 
the  elementary  and  other  schools  in  the  school 
budget,  and  they  amount  to  a  great  deal.  We 
should  issue  a  special  bond  issue  for  the  public 
schools.  With  reference  to  projects  already 
asked  for  from  the  Legislature,  a  certain  percent- 
age of  the  public  expenses  must  be  within  the 
debt  limit  of  the  city.  With  reference  to  the  Over- 
seers of  the  Public  Welfare,  this  is  one  of  the  few- 
cities  in  the  entire  country  where  money  is  levied 
for  that  purpose  out  of  the  taxes  of  the  city.  So, 
when  the  gentleman  from  Hyde  Park  claims  that 
this  is  the  most  highly  taxed  city  in  the  country, 
I  take  exception  with  him  along  those  lines.  Never- 
theless, I  cannot  visualize  at  the  present  time  a 
situation  where  we  have  clarified  the  unemploy- 
ment question  to  any  great  extent.  Judging  from 
the  numerous  people  who  come  to  my  house  ask- 
ing for  aid,  people  that  I  have  to  turn  over  to 
the  Department  of  Public  Welfare,  I  cannot  see 
where  we  can  vote  to  make  any  cut  in  that  appro- 
priation at  the  present  time.  Therefore,  I  am 
going  to  vote  against  the  amendment. 

Coun.  BUSH — Mr.  President,  there  seems  to 
have  been  a  good  deal  of  digression  from  the 
amendment  that  has  been  offered  by  the  Chair- 
man of  the  Appropriations  Committee.  I  want  to 
get  back  to  the  meat  of  the  subject.  I  agree 
with  a  good  deal  of  what  the  chairman  of  the 
Appropriations  Committee  has  said,  but — I  don't 
know  whether  he  is  aware  of  the  fact  or  not — 
you  cannot  use  money  raised  by  loan  orders  for 
public  welfare.  That  money  must  be  taken  from 
current  funds,  and  it  must  be  in  the  budget.  On 
his  own  figures,  last  year  and  the  year  before 
that  the  city  expended  more  money  for  public 
welfare  and  poor  relief  than  was  actually  allocated 
in  the  budget.  There  is  no  reason  to  suppose  that 
this  year,  which  is  the  worst  one  we  have  had 
so  far,  we  will  not  expend  far  more  than  we  might 
now  imagine  might  be  necessary.  It  is  necessary 
for  the  Mayor  to  know  what  his  total  budget  will 
be,  in  order  to  properly  fix  the  tax  rate  in  time. 
The  chairman  of  the  committee  has  suggested  that 
if  he  needs  more  money  later  he  can  come  in  for 
it,  but  past  experience  has  shown  that  when  more 
funds  are  needed  for  the  public  welfare,  they 
have  to  be  transferred  from  other  department 
appropriations,  which  means  that  those  depart- 
ments suffer.  You  cannot  transfer  funds  from 
this  or  that  department  to  another,  if  those  de- 

Cartments  received  the  proper  amount  in  the 
udget  originally.  If  this  amendment  is  voted 
for,  it  cuts  ofl  a  million  and  a  half  from  the  poor 
relief  budget.  Later  on,  after  the  tax  rate  is 
established,  it  becomes  necessary  to  have  a  larger 
sum  of  money;  the  funds  as  allocated  in  the 
budget  are  exhausted  and  we  need  another  million 
dollars.  It  might  be  very  easy  to  transfer  $100,000 
from  various  departments,  or  even  $200,000,  but 
it  is  not  going  to  be  easy  to  go  into  the  other 
departments  and  get  a  million,  if  we  need  it  for 
poor  relief.  You  cannot  raise  it  by  loan  order. 
Then,  what  is  going  to  happen?  The  entire  pay 
roll  of  the  Public  Welfare  Department  stops 
automatically,  and  the  8,000  or  so  beneficiaries 
of  that  department  are  left  high  and  dry,  stranded, 
with  no  funds  for  carrying  on  the  work.  I  think, 
gentlemen,  that  this  particular  item  in  the  bud- 
get is  the  very  worst  item  to  tamper  with,  or  to 
delay  action  upon,  and  for  that  reason  I  believe 
that  this  amendment  ought  not  to  be  passed. 
I  have  just  a  few  words  of  reference  to  the  charge 
of  one  of  the  members  of  the  Council.  Time  and 
again  certain  councilors  have  arisen  and  yelled 
"Graft"  in  the  awarding  of  contracts.  Now,  the 
gentleman  who  just  made  that  charge  a  short 
time  ago  took  an  oath  when  he  came  into  this 
Council  to  properly  observe  the  functions  of  his 
office,  and  he  knows,  or  should  know,  that  it  is 
his  duty,  if  he  has  any  evidence  of  any  graft  in 
the  municipal  administration,  to  take  that  evi- 
dence to  the  District  Attorney.  Personally,  I  am 
tired  of  hearing  such  charges  made  here  when 
thay  are  not  substantiated  by  any  facts  and 
when  they  merely  amount  to  hot  air.  If  the 
gentleman  has  anything  definite  and  concrete  and 
has  his  proof,  I  believe  the  proper  thing  for  him 
to  do  is  to  go  to  the  District  Attorney,  and  if 
he  hasn't  anything  definite  or  concrete  to  offer, 
he  should  keep  quiet. 

Coun.  NORTON— Mr.  President,  it  is  a  very 
hard  thing  to  produce  the  evidence  that  the  col- 
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league  from  Roxbury  asks  to  be  produced.  I  am 
no  detective.  I  am  no  policeman.  Let  me  call 
to  your  attention  respectfully,  Mr.  Chairman,  the 
fact  that  the  man  who  robbed  the  oil  reserves  of 
our  nation  which  were  supposed  to  fuel  the  battle- 
ships and  protect  the  people  in  time  of  war,  the 
only  man  convicted,  was  the  man  who  went  broke. 
And  let  me  call  to  your  attention  the  fact  that  for 
the  last  two  months  we  have  had  the  travesty  of  a 
trial  in  Boston  of  a  man  who  disgraced  our  city 
and  that  it  is  as  yet  impossible  to  obtain  the  evi- 
dence to  convict  him.  I  am  not  here  to  convict 
anybody.  But  I  draw  attention  to  certain  things. 
I  believe  in  my  remarks  here  I  have  shown  how  the 
City  of  Boston  can  save  money  and  have  enough 
money  to  take  care  of  our  poor  next  year.  I  have 
cited  the  fact  that  if  we  send  out  word  that  contrac- 
tors will  be  treated  on  the  level  in  our  Public  Works 
Department  we  will  save  thousands  upon  thou- 
sands of  dollars  in  the  building  and  constructing  of 
our  streets.  If  we  send  out  word  to  manufac- 
turers and  dealers  of  this  city  that  they  will  all 
have  an  equal  opportunity  in  the  purchasing  and 
selling  of  city  supplies,  similar  to  the  opportunity 
they  have  in  the  State  House,  we  buying  twice  as 
much  of  the  same  goods  in  a  year,  we,  too,  will 
save  hundreds  of  thousands  of  dollars  of  the  tax- 
payers' money.  I  respectfully  ask  why  it  should 
be  that  for  the  same  automobile,  one  purchased  by 
the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts  and  one 
purchased  by  the  city,  hundreds  of  dollars  more 
should  have  been  paid  by  the  city  than  for  the 
same  machine  purchased  by  the  Commonwealth? 
What  more  definite  evidence  do  you  want? 

Coun.  CURTIS — Mr.  President,  answering 
briefly  the  point  raised  by  my  colleague"  to  the 
effect  that  this  money  may  not  be  available  if 
needed  later  in  the  year,  I  have  taken  that  up  with 
the  Budget  Commissioner  and  I  understand  that  it 
will  be  available;  and  I  would  also  call  attention 
to  what  the  Mayor  said  on  page  9  of  City  Docu- 
ment No.  41,  in  submitting  the  budget: 

"My  total  budget  recommendations,  within  the 
tax  limit,  are  $503,000  less  than  the  total  appro- 
priating power  available  within  the  limit." 

I  understand  that  if  this  money  is  not  appro- 
priated now,  it  will  go  where  this  $503,000  is,  and 
that  it  will  be  forthcoming  if  needed. 

Coun.  WILSON— Mr.  President,  I  still  have  in 
mind  the  original  request  of  the  chairman  of  the 
Committee  on  Appropriations  for  an  additional 
week's  time  on  this  Public  Welfare  item,  and  after 
the  discussion  we  have  had  of  that  item,  which  I 
think  is  one  of  the  most  important  in  the  budget, 
I  feel  that  a  motion  to  reconsider  our  rejection  of 
the  chairman's  request  might  be  in  order  at  this 
time.  Through  no  fault  of  their  own,  the  Com- 
mittee on  Appropriations  did  not  have  sufficient 
time  to  consider  that  matter.  I  move,  therefore, 
reconsideration  of  the  inclusion  at  this  time  of  that 
Public  Welfare  item  in  the  budget  that  is  before  us, 
and  if  reconsideration  prevails,  I  will  again  move 
that  the  chairman  of  the  committee  ana  the  com- 
mittee be  given  an  opportunity  to  consider  that 
matter  more  fully  and  bring  in  a  report  a  week 
from  today  or  a  week  and  a'  half  from  today.  I 
feel  that  the  Council  should  not  pass  this  item, 
under  the  circumstances,  without  sufficient 
information. 

Coun.  COX — Mr.  President,  as  a  member  of  the 
Appropriations  Committee,  I  think  the  Council 
owes  a  vote  of  thanks  to  the  chairman  for  the  con- 
sistent and  good  work  he  did  in  connection  with 
the  budget.  During  the  reading  of  his  report  he 
stated  that  the  men  in  the  Public  Welfare  Depart- 
ment were  better  versed  in  regard  to  what  they 
needed  than  we  were.  I  cannot  see  that  I  am 
going  to  be  able  to  vote  any  more  intelligently  on 
that  particular  item  a  week  from  today  or  two 
weeks  from  today  than  I  am  at  the  present  moment. 
If,  as  the  chairman  says,  those  who  are  serving  the 
Public  Welfare  Department  without  salary  feel 
that  they  need  this  money,  I  think  that  item  should 
pass  now. 

Coun.  GREEN— Mr.  President,  I  would  like  to 
ask  a  question  of  the  chairman  of  the  Committee 
on  Appropriations.  I  would  ask  him  if  this  com- 
mittee was  polled  before  the  report  of  the  commit- 
tee came  into  the  body? 

Coun.  CURTIS— Mr.  President,  I  understand 
that  the  committee  was  unanimous  in  recommend- 
ing that  the  budget  be  passed,  except  that  they 
felt  that  this  particular  item  should  go  over  for  a 
week.  We  did  not  hold  a  formal  poll  or  roll  call, 
but  I  understood  that  everyone  agreed  to  that. 

Coun.  Curtis'  amendment  was  declared  rejected. 

Coun.  WILSON — Mr.  President,  I  now  move  a 


reconsideration  of  the  refusal  to  give  to  the  com- 
mittee a  week's  additional  time  for  consideration 
of  this  most  important  item  in  the  entire  budget, 
the  item  for  the  Public  Welfare  Department. 

Coun.  DOWD— Mr.  President,  before  that 
motion  is  put,  I  would  like  to  say  that  it  seems  to 
me  that  we  have  already  appropriated  $2,250,000 
for  that  department.  Up  to  the  present  time,  not 
including  the  groceries  and  coal  orders,  that  depart- 
ment has  spent  $1,800,186,  and  with  the  addition 
of  groceries  and  coal  it  seems  to  me  most  of  the 
amount  appropriated  has  already  been  expended. 
This  Council  will  not  meet  for  two  weeks  more, 
and  if  these  figures  are  correct — and  they  come 
from  the  auditor — the  Council  is  proposing  to 
delay  action  today  when  the  Overseers  of  the  Pub- 
lic Welfare  undoubtedly  will  not  have  sufficient 
money  to  carry  them  two  weeks  more. 

Coun.  Wilson's  motion  to  reconsider  was  lost. 

The  annual  budget  was  passed,  yeas  18,  nays  3: 

Yeas — Coun.  Arnold,  Bush,  Cox,  Curtis,  Dono- 
van, Englert,  Fish,  Fitzgerald,  Gleason,  Green, 
Hein,  Lynch,  Mahoney,  McGrath,  Murray,  Power, 
Ruby,  Wilson— 18. 

Nays — Coun.  Dowd,  Kelly,  Norton — 3. 


PROPOSED      EXAMINATION      INTO      DE- 
PARTMENT OF  PUBLIC  WELFARE. 

Coun.  DOWD  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  requested 
to  employ  certified  public  accountants  and  auditors 
to  conduct  a  rigid  and  thorough  examination  into 
the  Department  of  Public  Welfare;  to  check  up 
and  verify  the  statements  of  all  individuals  receiv- 
ing aid  of  any  kind  from  that  department  during 
the  past  six  months;  to  thoroughly  examine  the 
books  of  all  concerns  doing  business  with  that 
department;  to  install  an  ironclad  system  in 
reference  to  disbursements  of  all  kinds  that  will 
provide  protection  to  the  taxpayers  of  Boston; 
and  to  make  such  recommendations  to  his  Honor 
the  Mayor  as  they  may  deem  advisable,  relative 
to  the  administration  of  said  department. 

Coun.  DOWD — In  the  last  week,  since  our 
meeting  last  Monday,  a  controversy  has  arisen 
between  the  overseers  and  myself.  On  last 
Monday  I  made  specific  charges  that  five  different 
half-ton  loads  of  coal  were  delivered  to  a  specified 
address  on  Massachusetts  avenue.  That  charge 
was  made  on  Monday  afternoon  last,  around 
three  o'clock,  and  it  took  the  secretary  of  the 
Public  Overseers  forty-eight  hours  to  reply  to  my 
charge.  In  support  of  the  charge  I  had  the 
impartial  testimony  of  a  man  and  woman  whom 
I  never  met  before  in  my  life,  who  then  came  to  me 
and  who  are  willing  to  swear  under  oath  that  the 
five  different  times  when  the  coal  was  delivered 
there  they  protested  to  the  driver  that  they  did 
not  desire  to  have  the  coal,  and  the  driver  insisted 
on  leaving  it  there,  and  he  informed  them  that  it 
was  coal  from  the  City  of  Boston.  Then  what 
did  the  overseers  do?  They  did  not  dare  to  come 
out  in  the  open  and  tell  the  truth,  but  they  said 
there  was  a  possibility  that  Dowd  had  forged  the 
signatures,  that  I  went  to  the  coal  company,  and 
would  lead  the  public  to  believe  that  I  stole  the 
blanks  and  forged  the  signatures  of  the  New 
England  Coal  and  Ice  Company.  Then  they 
say,  "We  have  got  no  records  of  delivering  coal 
there."  My  answer  is  this.  They  either  falsified, 
tampered  with  or  destroyed  the  delivery  slips  of 
the  coal  company,  because  anybody  in  Boston 
knows  very  well,  where  they  have  business  in 
every  district,  that  they  could  go  to  the  record 
and  in  ten  minutes  check  up  on  the  delivery  of 
cash  and  coal  in  any  part  of  greater  Boston. 
But  it  is  rather  peculiar  that  three  city  aid  cases 
living  in  those  houses  received  five  different 
coal  deliveries,  and  they  would  want  the  public 
to  believe  that  some  other  charitable  institution 
sent  the  coal.  If  that  were  so,  it  only  remained  for 
the  New  England  Coal  and  Ice  Company  to 
make  a  statement  to  that  effect.  But,  oh,  no,  this 
company  is  very  quiet  on  the  matter.  And  then 
we  check  up  with  the  City  Auditor  and  we  find, 
despite  the  fact  that  the  coal  was  delivered  on  the 
18th  of  March,  as  yet  no  bill  has  been  received 
by  the  City  Auditor,  and  other  coal  companies 
doing  business  have  their  bills  in  four  or  five 
days  after  the  first  of  the  month.  I  say  to  you, 
Mr.  President,  and  I  say  to  the  members  of  this 
body  that  I  charge  collusion  between  the  authori- 
ties, the  overseers  and  the  coal  companies  doing 
business.     Can  anyone  doubt  the  veracity  of  these 
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coal  slips?  If  there  is  a  councilor  here  who  can 
doubt  it,  I  want  him  to  get  on  the  floor  and  do  so. 
Then,  what  do  we  find?  That  the  chairman  of 
the  Finance  Commission  comes  out  substantiating 
the  statement,  the  charge  that  Dowd  makes, 
and  we  find  that  more  coal  has  been  delivered  to 
heated  flats.  If  they  had  been  honorable  they 
would  have  done  the  same  thing  that  the  trustees 
of  the  City  Hospital  did  when  Councilor  Wilson 
called  attention  to  the  ambulance  service.  The 
trustees  of  the  hospital  came  out  with  a  man- 
fashion  reply,  saying  that,  "owing  to  the  great 
amount  of  business  we  are  doing,  there  was 
possibly  a  mistake."  But,  no,  they  did  not  come 
back  with  that  reply,  but  tried  to  give  the  im- 
pression that  I  was  trying  to  deliberately  frame 
them.     Well,  let  them  answer  this  one: 

"This  is  to  certify  that  I  run  a  steam-heated 
rooming  house  at  272  Dudley  street,  and  on 
March  14  ten  bags  of  coal,  or  one-half  ton,  was 
delivered  by  the  City  of  Boston  to"  So-and-So, 
"who  had  roomed  at  my  house,  but  on  January 
10  I  was  compelled  to  call  a  police  officer  to  evict 
him  from  my  house.  This  was  almost  two  months 
previous  to  receiving  the  coal,"  which  was  received 
on  March  14.  This  man  "was  receiving  city  aid, 
and  I  asked  the  driver  where  it  was  from,  and  he 
informed  me  from  the  City  of  Boston.  I  told  the 
driver  that  So-and-So  was  not  rooming  with  me 
then,  but  they  insisted  on  leaving  the  coal." 

"Signed  and  sworn  to  by  Henry  F.  Pickett,  this 
eleventh  day  of  April,  1931"  before  a  notary 
public.  This  man  not  only  raised  his  hand  before 
a  notary  public  but  before  Almighty  God,  claiming 
that  the  statement  he  made  was  the  absolute 
truth.  I  say  to  Mr.  McCarthy,  the  secretary  of 
the  Board  of  Overseers,  give  us  an  answer  on  that 
one  before  ten  o'clock  tomorrow  morning,  because 
the  bill  already  is  in  the  City  Auditor's  office,  and 
they  want  to  be  careful  how  they  are  answering 
this  one.  If  they  say  they  have  no  records,  in 
reply  to  a  specific  charge  like  this,  where  a  man  or 
woman  is  willing  to  testify  under  oath  to  such 
facts,  I  would  say  that  we  not  only  have  the 
delivery  slips  of  the  New  England  Coal  and  Ice 
Company,  but  I  have  here  this  memorandum, 
headed  "John  J.  Maguire,  Dorchester  3-14-31,  to 
So-and-So,  272  Dudley  street,  1000  pounds  coal." 
It  would  seem  to  me  time  that  some  recognition 
was  given  to  these  facts.  They  say,  "We  fear  no 
investigation.  We  welcome  it."  Then  I  challenge 
the  Mayor  to  go  through  with  the  order  I  have 
presented  to  the  City  Council  today.  I  say,  and  I 
say  it  candidly,  if  they  tamper  with  coal  records,  in 
the  name  of  God,  what  will  they  do  with  the  cash? 
What  else  is  there?  Then  there  was  a  poor  old 
soul,  not  living  in  Roxbury  but  in  Brighton,  who 
was  told  that  he  would  get  half  a  ton  of  coal  per 
month,  and  got  only  one-half  ton  during  the  win- 
ter. Now,  I  make  a  further  additional  charge, 
that  people  who  are  supposed  to  get  the  coal  don't 
receive  it.  I  say  that  the  drivers  of  those  coal 
wagons,  realizing  that  they  are  city  charges,  pay 
no  attention  to  them,  even  the  drivers  who  handle 
the  coal.  Perhaps  they  sell  it  or  give  it  away, 
but  the  coal  is  not  put  on  their  wagons.  I  think 
I  have  presented  enough  evidence  for  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Council  to  vote  for  an  investigation. 
I  realize  thoroughly  how  hard  it  is  to  get  anything 
through  the  Council  affecting  the  Mayor  of  Boston, 
although  he  is  quoted,  as  the  secretary  of  the 
Department  of  Public  Welfare  is  quoted,  as  saying 
that  they  welcome  an  investigation.  I  would 
like  to  find  out  where  the  S.000  tons  of  coal  were 
supposed  to  be  sent  out  in  January  and  February. 
I  would  like  to  find  out  where  the  $i, 800,000  in  cash 
spent  in  three  months  went.  The  Finance  Com- 
mission says  that  this  matter  should  be  looked 
into,  but  they  are  unable  to  carry  an  audit  through 
because  they  haven't  any  money.  I  say  the  only 
way  to  put  a  check  on  the  overseers  is  to  put 
certified  accountants  in  there.  Let  them  verify 
each  and  every  record.  Send  out  and  question 
different  individuals,  "Did  you  in  Janaury  receive 
such  and  such  cash?  Did  you  receive  half  a  ton 
of  coal  or  did  you  receive  groceries?"  That  is  the 
only  way  you  are  going  to  stop  the  grafting  and 
racketeering  that  is  going  on  at  the  Board  of 
Overseers  at  the  present  time-  Of  course,  they 
are  hiding  or  are  under  cover.  Every  time  we  have 
approached  their  department  for  assistance  in 
getting  information  of  any  kind  we  have  received 
the  same  answer,  "We  don't  like  to  parade  the 
poor  unfortunates  who  are  compelled  to  receive 
aid  up  and  down  the  streets.  We  don't  want 
their  names  mentioned."  Neither  do  we  want 
their   names   mentioned.     But   it   is   about   time 


that  this  sort  of  thing  was  stopped,  it  is  about 
time  that  the  people  of  Boston  knew  where  the 
$6,000,000  they  are  forced  to  spend  is  going  to  be 
spent.  It  is  about  time  that  these  visitors  were 
taken  off  the  districts  they  have  been  on  for  years 
and  shifted  to  other  districts.  It  is  about  time 
that  we  bad  a  clean-up  down  there.  We  have  a 
Board  of  Overseers  composed  of  twelve  members. 
I  don't  care  what  they  tell  us  when  they  come 
before  us  here,  I  dare  say  that  50  per  cent  of  the 
members  have  not  sat  at  over  three  or  four  com- 
mittee meetings  in  the  entire  year.  An  unpaid 
commission  was  never  any  good.  You  cannot 
place  any  responsibility  on  any  individual.  The 
General  Secretary  is  doing  all  the  work.  He 
receives  all  the  bills.  Can  you  imagine  anything 
so  loosely  conducted  that  you  cannot  go  down  to 
the  auditor's  office  and  find  out  where  8,000  or 
9,000  tons  of  coal  were  received?  The  overseers 
sent  a  requisition  to  the  coal  department  or  to 
coal  firms  doing  business,  and  they,  in  turn, 
send  the  slips  back,  and  the  only  thing  the  auditor 
has  is  an  O.  K.  slip  with  the  name  of  the  secretary 
and  chairman  on  it  for  thousands  and  millions  of 
dollars.  I  say  that  the  system  is  entirely  wrong. 
The  Mayor  should  go  to  the  Legislature  and 
have  the  entire  board  abolished,  and  in  place  of  it 
put  a  responsible  head  with  a  sufficient  salary,  so 
that  we  could  place  responsibility  on  some  individ- 
ual. Now,  if  there  is  any  objection  to  this  investi- 
gation I  certainly  would  like  to  hear  it.  I  think 
I  have  proved  the  case.  I  think  these  slips  are 
sufficient  evidence,  and  I  say  to  you  gentlemen 
it  is  pretty  low  and  pretty  contemptible  when  a 
board  spending  $6,000,000,  meaning  $3  per  thousand 
in  our  "tax  rate,  deliberately  falsifies  and  tampers 
with  its  records.  That  is  my  charge,  and  they 
cannot  get  away  with  it,  because  if  they  were  on 
the  level  they  would  have  answered  fifteen  minutes 
after  my  charge  was  made  known.  So  I  am 
presenting  some  more  testimony  here  today, 
sworn  to  before  a  notary  public.  This  man  is  not 
lying,  and  the  people  on  Massachusetts  avenue 
were  not  lying.  The  only  ones  who  are  lying  in 
this  instance  are  the  representatives  of  the  Public 
Welfare.  I  have  offered  an  order  here  for  a  certified 
set  of  public  accountants  to  go  in  and  check-up 
on  the  books  every  subsidiary  doing  business  with 
them,  and  I  trust  that  the  body  will  allow  this 
order  to  go  through  and  that  the  Mayor, — ■  and 
the  Mayor  says  he  welcomes  an  investigation, —  if 
he  feels  that  there  is  nothing  wrong  down  there 
will,  anyhow,  have  the  investigation.  But  if  you 
men  up  here  feel  that  there  is  something  wrong 
down  there  and  don't  desire  this  administration 
to  get  in  wrong,  the  thing  for  you  to  do  is  to  defeat 
this  order.  If,  on  the  other  hand,  you  don't 
think  there  is  anything  wrong,  I  say  the  thing  to 
do  is  to  send  it  along  to  the  Mayor  and  allow  him 
to  make  good  the  statement  he  made  that  he 
welcomed  an  investigation.  Now,  Mr.  President, 
in  closing  I  simply  want  to  state  that  if  there  is 
any  member  of  this  Council  who  doubts  the 
veracity  of  any  of  my  statements,  before  voting 
I  want  to  hear  him  say  so.  I  think  any  man  in 
this  Council  who  presents  an  argument  such  as  I 
have  presented  here  is  entitled  to  some  considera- 
tion. You  cannot  sit  here  and  vote  against  this 
order  unless  you  feel  that  there  is  something 
wrong  and  you  are  protecting  the  Mayor  of  Boston. 
Both  he  and  Mr.  McCarthy  have  said,  "We 
welcome  an  investigation."  If  this  order  does  not 
go  through,  I  am  not  through  with  it,  because  I 
have  the  goods  on  them,  and  thev  cannot  call  me 
off. 

Coun.  BUSH — Mr.  President,  I  have  listened 
carefully  to  the  previous  speaker  and  I  agree  with 
him  that  what  he  presents  calls  for  some  sort  of 
investigation  as  to  the  particular  cases  of  which 
he  speaks.  But  five  trees  do  not  make  a  forest 
and  every  rippling  stream  is  not  a  raging  torrent. 
I  hope  the  investigation  will  show  that  some  errors 
have  taken  place  but  that  there  isn't  evidence  of 
any  wrongdoing  on  the  part  of  anybody. 

Coun.   DOWD Mr.   President,   I  don't  mind 

an  error.  Any  department  or  individual  is  liable 
to  make  an  error.  An  error  was  made  in  the 
City  Hospital,  and  they  answered  man-fashion. 
But  when  these  gentlemen  after  forty  hours  of 
deliberation  send  back  a  report  that  they  have  no 
record,  then  I  say  something  is  radically  wrong  in 
that  report,  and"  if  they  would  lie  over  a  coal 
record,  God  knows  what  they  would  do  with  the 
cash. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 
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REPAVING   OF   REGENT   STREET. 

Coun.  BUSH  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the 
Mayor,  to  repave  with  smooth  pavement  Regent 
street,  Ward  12. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


PRINTING   OF   COUNTY   CLASSIFICATION 
AND   COMPENSATION  PLAN. 

Coun.  WILSON  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,   That   the   City   Clerk   be  directed  to 

have  printed  as  a  city  document,  2,000  copies  of 

the  county  classification  and  compensation  plan; 

the  expense  to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for 

city  documents. 
Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


INFORMATION     FROM     ZONING     BOARD. 

Coun.  WILSON  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Zoning  Board,  through  his 
Honor  the  Mayor,  be,  and  the  said  Board  hereby 
is,  respectfully  requested  to  advise  the  City  Coun- 
cil forthwith  concerning  zoning  restrictions,  if 
any,  which  should  prevent  the  placing  of  a  coal 
yard  along  the  line  of  the  new  rapid  transit  adja- 
cent to  the  residential  properties  on  Adams  street 
and  Huntoon  street,  Dorchester;  and  be  it  further 

Ordered,  That  if  present  zoning  restrictions  do 
not  prevent  the  construction  of  such  nuisance 
in  a  residential  neighborhood,  that  hearing  be  had 
with  reference  to  a  proper  restriction  in  said 
neighborhood. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


MOTHERS'   REST,   WARD  19. 
Coun.  MURRAY  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,    That   the   Park   Commission   be   re- 
quested, through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  report 
to  the  City  Council  as  to  the  advisability  and  feasi- 
bility of  establishing  a  mothers'  rest  in  the  vicinity 
of  Lamartine  and  Green  streets,  Ward  19. 
Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


SIDEWALK  CONSTRUCTION. 
Coun.  DOWD  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  make  a  sidewalk  along  East  Cottage  street, 
both  sides,  from  Edward  Everett  square  to  Robey 
street,  Wards  7  and  8,  in  front  of  the  estates 
bordering  thereon;  said  sidewalk  to  be  from  3  to 
10  inches  above  the  gutter  adjoining,  to  be  from 
5  to  12  feet  in  width,  and  to  be  built  of  artificial 
stone,  with  granite  edgestones,  under  the  pro- 
visions of  chapter  196  of  the  Special  Acts  of  1917. 

Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  make  a  sidewalk  along  Magazine  street, 
both  sides,  from  Dudley  street  to  Massachusetts 
avenue,  Ward  8,  in  front  of  the  estates  bordering 
thereon;  said  sidewalk  to  be  from  3  to  10  inches 
above  the  gutter  adjoining,  to  be  from  5  to  12  feet 
in  width,  and  to  be  built  of  artificial  stone,  with 
granite  edgestones,  under  the  provisions  of  chapter 
196  of  the  Special  Acts  of  1917. 

Severally  passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


Adjourned,  at  6.07  p.  m.,  on  motion  of  Coun. 
LYNCH,  to  meet  on  Monday,  April  27,  1931,  at 
2  p.  m. 
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Proceedings  of  City  Council. 


Monday,  April  27,  1931. 
Regular  meeting  of   the  City   Council  in   the 
Council  Chamber,  City  Hall,  at  2  p.  m.,  President 
McGRATH  in  the  chair.     Absent,  Coun.  Donovan 
and  Dowd. 


APPOINTMENTS  BY   THE   MAYOR. 

Subject  to  confirmation  by  the  Council,  the 
Mayor  submitted  the  following  appointments 
for  the  term  ending  April  30,  1932,  viz.: 

Constables:  Michael  S.  Manning,  14  West- 
bourne  terrace,  Jamaica  Plain;  James  Kaplan, 
42  Harwood  street,  Dorchester;  James  J.  Molloy, 
275  Humboldt  avenue,  Roxbury. 

Weighers  of  Coal:  Lott  C.  Mullen,  26  Granite 
street,  Somerville;  William  E.  McDermott,  25 
Riverside  place,  Mattapan;  Thomas  A.  Holt, 
11   Beethoven  street,   Jamaica  Plain. 

Weighers  of  Goods:  John  W.  Duffy,  58  With- 
ington  street,  Dorchester;  Garrett  H.  Keefe,  Jr., 
76  Mayfield  street,  Dorchester. 

Severally  laid  over  a  week  under  the  law. 


LOAN   FOR   SCHOOL   BUILDINGS. 

The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  April  27,  1931. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — Under  the  provisions  of  chapter 
313  of  the  Acts  of  1930,  the  School  Committee 
was  authorized  to  make  appropriations  for  Land 
and  Buildings  for  Schools,  during  1930,  of  not 
more  than  $3,820,000.  Of  this  amount,  the  act 
requires  that  .$2,500,000  be  included  in  the  tax 
levy  of  1931;  $1,200,000  be  secured  by  the  issu- 
ance of  a  loan  and  the  balance,  representing  10  per 
cent  of  the  loan  authorized,  be  provided  from  taxes 
or  other  sources  of  revenue  in  the  current  year. 

Since  the  School  Committee  in  1930  made 
appropriations  to  the  full  amount  authorized  by 
the  Legislature,  it  now  becomes  necessary  to 
provide  that  portion  of  the  authorization  to  be 
secured  by  the  issuance  of  a  loan. 

I  submit  herewith  the  necessary  orders  and 
respectfully  recommend  their  adoption  by  your 
honorable  body. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

Ordered,  That  under  the  provisions  of  chapter 
313  of  the  Acts  of  1930,  the  sum  of  $1,200,000  be, 
and  the  same  hereby  is,  appropriated,  to  be 
expended  under  the  direction  of  the  School  Com- 
mittee, for  Land  and  Buildings  for  Schools, 
and  that  to  meet  said  appropriation  the  City 
Treasurer  be  authorized  to  issue,  from  time  to 
time,  upon  request  of  the  Mayor,  bonds  or  cer- 
tificates of  indebtedness  of  the  city  to  said  amount, 
the  same  to  be  issued  outside  the  limit  of 
indebtedness. 

Ordered,  That  under  the  provisions  of  chapter 
313  of  the  Acts  of  1930,  the  sum  of  $120,000  be, 
and  the  same  hereby  is,  appropriated,  to  be  ex- 
pended under  the  direction  of  the  School  Com- 
mittee, for  Land  and  Buildings  for  Schools,  the 
same  to  be  raised  by  taxation  on  the  polls  and 
estates  in  the  City  of  Boston. 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 


SALE   OF   BRICKS. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  April  25,  1931. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  beg  to  submit  herewith  commu- 
nication received  from  the  Public  Works  De- 
partment regarding  the  sale  of  bricks. 


I  respectfully  recommend  the  adoption  of  the 
accompanying  order. 

Respectfully  yours, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Public  Works  Department,  April  23,  1931. 
To  the  Mayor  of  Boston. 

Due  to  the  replacement  of  brick  with  grano- 
lithic sidewalks  last  year,  we  have  a  large  amount 
of  second-hand  bricks  and  brickbats  stored  in  a  lot 
of  land  between  Massachusetts  avenue  and  South- 
ampton street,  adjoining  property  which  we  now 
lease  from  the  New  York,  New  Haven  &  Hartford 
Railroad  and  where  we  did  not  have  room  to  store 
the  bricks.  The  owner  of  this  land  insists  upon  a 
rental  of  $50  a  month  for  the  use  of  this  storage 
space,  and  we  think  it  advisable  that  the  bricks 
be  sold,  and  have  advertised  a  contract  for  their 
sale.  It  is  impossible  to  even  approximately 
estimate  the  quantity,  as  a  large  number  of  them 
have  been  used  by  the  Water  and  Sewer  Services 
in  their  activities. 

It  is  respectfully  requested  that  the  permission 
of  the  City  Council  be  obtained  for  the  sale  of 
these  bricks,  by  public  advertisement,  at  a  price 
not  less  than  $2,500.  The  contract  will  require 
that  all  bricks,  both  whole  and  bats,  be  removed 
and  paid  for  by  actual  count. 

Yours  respectfully, 

Joseph  A.  Rourke, 
Commissioner  of  Public  Works. 

Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  be  authorized  to  dispose,  through  puDlic 
advertisement,  of  second-hand  bricks  stored  on 
land  located  between  Massachusetts  avenue  and 
Southampton  street  and  adjoining  property  leased 
from  the  New  York,  New  Haven  &  Hartford 
Railroad,  at  an  upset  price  of  $2,500. 

Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 


PRINTING   TERCENTENARY   MEMORIAL. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  April  23,  1931. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — The  celebration  of  the  Tercen- 
tenary of  the  Founding  of  Boston,  which  took 
place  during  the  year  1930,  included  a  series  of 
events  of  more  than  usual  interest  and  importance, 
and  a  record  of  the  various  activities  is  of  consider- 
able historical  value.  I  have  had  compiled  such  a 
record  under  the  direction  of  a  committee  headed 
by  Miss  Elisabeth  M.  Herlihy,  Secretary  of  the 
City  Planning  Board,  and  recommend  the  passage 
of  the  accompanying  order  to  provide  for  the 
printing  and  distribution  of  the  volume. 
Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Printing 
be  authorized  to  have  printed  an  edition,  bound 
in  cloth,  of  6,000  copies  of  "The  Tercentenary  of 
the  Founding  of  Boston,"  prepared  under  the 
direction  of  the  Mayor;  2,500  copies  to  be  dis- 
tributed under  the  direction  of  the  Committee 
on  Printing,  1,000  copies  to  be  distributed  under 
the  direction  of  the  Director  of  Public  Celebra- 
tions, and  the  balance  to  be  distributed  by  the 
Mayor,  the  expense  to  be  charged  to  the  Reserve 
Fund. 

Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 


LAND,    NORTH    MARKET   STREET. 

The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  April  21,  1931. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  beg  to  submit  herewith 
niunication  from  the  Park  Department,  with 
reference  to  the  taking  of  land  devised  to  the  City 
of  Boston  under  the  will  of  Mary  P.  I  Cummings, 
who  died  December  3,  1927,  and  respectfully 
rcr,, inn, end  the  adoption  of  the  accompanying 
order. 

Respectfully. 
James  M.  Cublet,  Mayor. 
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City  of  Boston, 
Park  Department,  April  17,  1931. 
Hon.  James  M.  Curley, 

Mayor  of  Boston. 
Dear  Sir, — Inclosed  please  find  copy  of  an  order 
submitted  by  the  Law  Department,  which  should 
be  accepted  by  the  City  Council  and  approved  by 
you  if  the  damages  awarded  by  the  Transit  Com- 
missioners are  satisfactory,  for  the  taking  for  tun- 
nel purposes  of  land  and  building  at  53  North 
Market  street,  owned  by  the  estate  of  Mary  P.  C. 
Cummings,  Woburn. 

Respectfully  yours, 
William  P.  Long,  Chairman. 


Whereas,  Mary  P.  C.  Cummings  died  December 

3,  1927,  leaving  a  will  wherein  she  devised  to  the 
City  of  Boston  for  the  purposes  set  forth  in  said 
will  land  in  Woburn  and  Burlington,  Massachusetts, 
and  also  devised  to  the  City  of  Boston  in  trust  for 
the  purposes  set  forth  in  said  will  land  and  build- 
ings numbered  53  North  Market  street;  and 

Whereas,  On  January  18,  1928,  the  said  will  was 
allowed  by  the  Probate  Court  for  the  County  of 
Middlesex;  and 

Whereas,  By  an  order  of  the  City  Council  of 
the  City  of  Boston,  approved  by  the  Mayor  of 
said  city  on  April  8,  1930,  the  said  bequests  and 
devises  to  the  City  of  Boston  were  accepted  in 
accordance  with  the  terms  and  conditions  of  said 
will;  and 

Whereas,  By  an  order  of  the  City  Council,  ap- 
proved by  the  Mayor  of  Boston  July  1,  1930,  the 
said  property  and  estate  bequeathed  and  devised 
to  the  said  City  of  Boston  by  said  will  was  placed 
in  the  control  and  custody  of  the  Board  of  Park 
Commissioners  of  the  said  City  of  Boston,  to  be 
managed,  cared  for  and  controlled  by  the  said 
Board  of  Park  Commissioners,  in  accordance 
with  the  terms  of  the  will  of  said  Mary  P.  C. 
Cummings;  and 

Whereas,  The  premises  numbered  53  North 
Market  street  have  been  taken  by  the  Transit  De- 
partment of  the  City  of  Boston  by  an  instrument 
of  taking  recorded  with  Suffolk  Deeds  on  August 

4,  1930,  for  tunnel  purposes  and  an  award  of  one 
hundred  eighteen  thousand  dollars  has  been  made 
to  the  City  of  Boston,  trustee  under  the  will  of 
Mary  P.  C.  Cummings,  as  damages  on  account  of 
said  taking  by  said  Transit  Department  of  the 
City  of  Boston  of  the  eaid  premises  numbered  53 
North  Market  street;    now,  therefore,  it  is  hereby 

Ordered,  That  the  said  sum  of  one  hundred 
eighteen  thousand  dollars  awarded  by  the  Transit 
Department  of  the  City  of  Boston  fo  the  City 
of  Boston,  trustee  under  the  will  of  Mary  P.  C. 
Cummings,  as  damages  for  the  taking  of  premises 
numbered  53  North  Market  street  for  tunnel  pur- 
poses by  an  instrument  of  taking  recorded  with 
Suffolk  Deeds  August  4,  1930,  be,  and  the  same 
hereby  is,  accepted. 

Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 


VETO  OF  ACCEPTANCE  OF  CHAPTER  136. 

The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor.  April  14,  1931. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  beg  to  return,  without  my 
approval,  order  adopted  by  your  honorable  body 
under  date  of  April  6,  1931,  and  reading  as  follows: 

"Ordered,  That  chapter  136  of  the  Acts  of 
1931,  entitled  'An  Act  Establishing  the  Compensa- 
tion of  Special  Justices  of  the  Municipal  Court 
of  the  City  of  Boston'  be,  and  hereby  is,  accepted." 

The  suspension  of  the  sliding  scale  increases 
to  all  municipal  employees,  with  the  exception  of 
employees  of  the  Police  and  Fire  Departments, 
renders  it  necessary  as  a  measure  of  justice  that 
the  rule  apply  in  the  case  of  all  employees. 
Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

Placed  on  fie. 


AUTOMATIC  TRAFFIC  SIGNAL,  WARD  10. 

The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  April  27,  1931. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I      herewith      transmit      to      you 
report  from  Hon.  Joseph  A.  Conry,  Traffic  Com- 


missioner, relative  to  your  request  to  install  an 
automatic  traffic  signal  at  the  junction  of  Bynner 
street  and  the  Riverway.  This  is  in  reply  to 
your  order  of  April  6,  1931. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Traffic  Commission,  April  17,  1931. 
Hon.  James  M.  Curley, 

Mayor  of  Boston. 
Dear  Sir, — I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge 
receipt  of  an  order  of  the  City  Council  dated 
April  6,  asking  that  the  Traffic  Commissioner  be 
requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to 
provide  for  the  installation  of  an  automatic  traffic 
signal  at  the  junction  of  Bynner  street  and  the 
Riverway,  in  Ward  10. 

In  reply  the  statement  is  respectfully  sub- 
mitted that  traffic  conditions  at  this  intersection 
could  be  improved  by  the  establishment  of  traffic 
signals. 

The  recommendation  cannot  be  made  at  this 
time  because  of  the  question  of  cost  which  must 
be  taken  into  consideration  in  connection  with 
the  general  subject  of  locating  those  signals  at 
other  points  throughout  the  city. 
Yours  very  truly, 

Joseph  A.  Conry, 

Commissioner. 
Placed  on  file. 


MOTHERS'    REST,    LAMARTINE   AND 

GREEN   STREETS. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  April  27,  1931. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  herewith  transmit  to  you  report 
from  William  P.  Long,  chairman  of  the  Park 
Commission,  regarding  your  request  for  a  mothers' 
rest  in  the  vicinity  of  Lamartine  and  Green  streets, 
This  is  in  reply  to  your  order  of  April  13,  1931. 
Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Park  Department,  April  20,  1931. 
Hon.  James  M.  Curley, 

Mayor  of  Boston. 
Dear  Sir, — 1  have  an  order  from  the  City  Coun- 
cil that  the  Park  Commission  be  requested  to  re- 
port on  the  advisability  and  feasibility  of  establish- 
ing a  mothers'  rest  in  the  vicinity  of  Lamartine  and 
Green  streets. 

At  the  corner  of  Lamartine  and  Green  streets  is 
what  is  known  as  the  old  Brewer  estate  which  could 
be  made  into  a  mothers'  rest  if  the  funds  were 
available.  There  is  one  objection,  of  course,  that 
it  is  on  the  main  street,  namely,  Green  street,  and 
if  the  department  were  selecting  a  site  for  a  moth- 
ers' rest,  would  suggest  the  top  of  Chestnut  Hill 
avenue  instead  of  the  site  suggested. 

I  have,  however,  no  funds  available  for  the  pur- 
chase of  a  mothers'  rest  in  this  vicinity. 

Very  respectfully  yours, 
William  P.  Long,  Chairman. 
Placed  on  file. 


WARREN-BUNKER   HILL   SCHOOL   LAND. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  April  27,  1931. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  herewith  transmit  to  you  report 
from  Ellen  M.  Cronin,  secretary  of  the  Boston 
School  Committee,  relative  to  your  request  to 
transfer  the  land  in  the  Warren-Bunker  Hill 
primary  school  to  the  Park  Department  for  use 
as  a  mothers'  rest.  This  is  in  reply  to  your  order 
of  March  23,  1931. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
School  Committee,  April  21,  1931. 
Hon.  James  M.  Curley, 

Mayor  of  Boston. 

Dear    Sir, — The    chairman    has    asked    me    to 

acknowledge  receipt  of  the  order  passed  by  the 

City  Council  on  March  23,   1931,  requesting  the 

School  Committee,  through  your  Honor,  at  such 
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time  aa  the  Warren-Bunker  Hill  primary  school  is 
discontinued  and  the  old  building  demolished,  to 
turn  the  land  over  to  the  Park  Department  for 
use  as  a  mothers'  rest.  Under  date  of  March  30 
you  forwarded  the  order  to  Superintendent  Rourke 
and  he,  in  turn,  sent  the  order  to  the  chairman. 

At  a  conference  of  the  members  of  the  committee 
held  on  Friday  evening  last,  April  17,  the  chairman 
called  attention  to  the  order  of  the  City  Council 
and  referred  to  the  School  Committee's  reply  to 
the  Council  sent  through  your  Honor  under  date 
of  March  19,  1930.  This  reply  was  in  response 
to  the  order  passed  by  the  City  Council  on  Febru- 
ary 24,  1930,  requesting  the  committee  to  consider 
the  advisability  of  discontinuing  the  Warren- 
Bunker  Hill  School  upon  the  completion  of  the  new 
Charlestown  intermediate  school.  You  will  note 
that  in  this  previous  communication  the  committee 
reported  that  the  construction  of  the  new  Charles- 
town  intermediate  school  will  relieve  the  Charles- 
town  school  districts  and  enable  the  School  Com- 
mittee to  discontinue  the  use  of  several  of  the  old 
school  buildings.  The  Board  of  Superintendents 
could  not  at  that  time  give  any  opinion  as  to  which 
buildings  would  be  the  ones  to  abandon  and  the 
committee  feels  that,  at  this  date,  it  would  not  be 
safe  to  hazard  an  opinion  as  to  the  building  or 
buildings  which  will  probably  be  displaced.  The 
committee,  however,  will  keep  on  file  the  request 
of  the  City  Council  and  will  see  that  the  proposition 
is  given  careful  consideration  when  the  question  of 
abandonment  of  small  school  buildings  is  before 
the  committee. 

Very  truly  yours, 
Ellen  M.  Cronin,  Secretary. 

Placed  on  file. 


CEYLON   STREET   PLAVCROUND. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  April  27,  1931. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  herewith  transmit  to  you 
report  from  William  P.  Long,  chairman  of  the 
Park  Commission,  relative  to  your  request  to 
place  in  proper  condition  the  Ceylon  Street  Play- 
ground. This  is  in  reply  to  your  order  of  April  13, 
1931. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 


City  of  Boston, 
Park  Department,  April  21,  1931. 
Hon.  James  M.  Curley, 

Mayor  of  Boston. 
Dear  Sir, — I  am  in  receipt  of  an  order  from  the 
City  Council  requesting  the  Park  Commission  to 
place  in  proper  condition  the  Ceylon  Street  Play- 
ground.    I  desire  to  say  that  the  playground  was 
placed   in   proper   condition    for   ball   playing   for 
April  19,  the  opening  day  of  the  playground. 
Very  respectfully  yours, 
William  P.  Long,  Chairman 
Placed  on  file. 


DISPLAY  OF  SECOND-HAND  FURNITURE 
IN   OPEN   AREAS. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  April  27,  1931. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — The  display  by  second-hand  dealers 
of  furniture  and  other  materials  upon  land  adja- 
cent to  the  building  where  a  place  of  business  is 
conducted  has  a  tendency  in  most  cases  not  only 
to  make  a  neighborhood  unsightly  but  not  infre- 
quently to  impair  the  value  of  adjoining  property. 
An  illustration  of  the  injury  which  may  result  to  a 
neighborhood  from  this  method  of  doing  business 
may  be  witnessed  upon  Dudley  street,  between 
Dearborn  street  and  Harrison  avenue,  in  Roxbury, 
and  on  Columbus  avenue  in  the  vicinity  of 
Berkeley  street. 

The  matter  is  one  which  is  subject  to  correction 
and  that  this  injurious  practice  may  end,  I  respect- 
fully recommend  the  adoption  of  the  accompanying 
order. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 


An  Ordinance  Relative  to  the  Display  of  Seeond- 

Hand  Furniture  and  Household  Effects. 
Be  it  ordained  by  the  City  Council  of  Boston,  as 
follows: 

Section  1.  Chapter  thirty-eight  of  the  Revised 
Ordinances  of  the  year  nineteen  hundred  and 
twenty-five  is  hereby  amended  by  inserting  after 
section  five  a  new  section  entitled  5A  as  follows: 
Section  5A.  No  such  shop-keeper  holding  a 
license  from  the  police  commissioner  as  a  dealer 
of  any  second-hand  articles  shall  permit  to  be 
displayed  any  second-hand  furniture  or  household 
effects  in  any  open  area  surrounding  the  premises 
occupied  by  said  licensee. 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Ordinances. 


PETITIONS   REFERRED. 

The  following  petitions  were  received  and 
referred  to  the  committees  named,  viz.: 

Claims. 

Barbara  Abt,  for  compensation  for  damage  to 
car  by  city  team. 

Mabel  S.  Andrews,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  property  at  147  West  Glenwood  avenue,  caused 
by  raising  of  grade  of  sidewalk. 

C.  L.  Baker,  for  compensation  for  damage  to 
property  at  57  Bower  street,  caused  by  fire  appa- 
ratus. 

Henry  S.  Baldwin,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  car  by  city  truck. 

Boston  Elevated  Railway,  for  refund  on  refuse 
tickets. 

Josephine  M.  Calnan,  for  compensation  for  in- 
juries caused  by  an  alleged  defect  at  39  Isabella 
street. 

Julia  Canty,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  an  alleged  defect  at  64  Green  street. 

Vivian  Coggins,  for  compensation  for  loss  of 
property  at  City  Hospital. 

Morris  Conwell,  for  compensation  for  loss  of 
ring  taken  from  finger  of  Harry  Conwell  at  City 
Hospital. 

Crescent  Star  Bottling  Company,  for  refund  on 
refuse  tickets. 

Stephen  J.  Darcy,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  car  by  city  truck. 

Emily  Doherty,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  an  alleged  defect  at  175  Marion  street. 

Dutton's  Roxbury  Store,  Inc.,  for  compensation 
for  damage  to  property  at  2201  Washington  street, 
caused  by  police  officer. 

Hardy  G.  Garrett,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  an  alleged  defect  in  Water  street. 

Aspasia  Giamnerstras,  for  refund  on  refuse 
tickets. 

Florence  M.  Grant,  for  compensation  for  in- 
juries caused  by  an  alleged  defect  at  76  Sterling 
street. 

Louis  Jacobs,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  an  alleged  defect  in  Albany  street. 

E.  L.  King  &  Co.,  for  refund  on  refuse  tickets. 

Mae  Larcom,  for  refund  on  lodging  house  license. 

Reuben  Lewis,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  an  alleged  defect  at  48  Westminster 
street. 

James  McCann,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  city  car. 

Millerick  Brothers,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  car  by  city  truck. 

Harold  J.  Nickerson,  for  compensation  for  dam- 
age to  property  at  598  Weld  street,  caused  by  re- 
grading  of  street. 

John  A.  Rachels,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  car  by  fire  apparatus. 

Charles  W.  Ring,  to  be  reimbursed  for  injuries 
sustained  in  helping  police  officer  make  arrest. 

Theodore  Robinson,  for  compensation  for  in- 
juries caused  by  an  alleged  defect  in  Blue  II ill 
avenue. 

Anthony  Tjaerlis,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  piece  of  glass  falling  from  window  of 
Dudley  School. 

Mrs.  Samuel  Feinberg,  for  compensation  for 
injuries  caused  by  an  alleged  defect  at  33  Harrison 
avenue. 

Edward  P.  Murphy,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  an  alleged  defect  on  Cross  street, 
Charlestown. 
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Executive. 

Petitions  of  children  under  fifteen  years  of  age 
to  appear  at  places  of  public  amusement,  viz.: 

Theresa  Doyle,  Charlestown  High  Hall,  May  22. 

Lillafrances  Viles  School  of  Dancing,  Current 
Events  Clubhouse,  May  2. 

Ruth  M.  McShane,  South  Boston  Municipal 
Building,  June  4. 

Helen  V.  Doyle,  Unitarian  Parish  Hall,  May  21. 

Lulu  Philbrook,  Jordan  Hall,  May  21. 


APPOINTMENTS   BY   THE   MAYOR. 

Notices  were  received  of  the  following  appoint- 
ments by  the  Mayor: 

Eliot  N.  Jones,  5  West  Cedar  street,  member 
of  Board  of  Zoning  Adjustment,  for  term  ending 
April  30,  1936. 

Walter  S.  Gerry,  25  Moreland  street,  Roxbury, 
member  of  Board  of  Appeal,  for  term  ending 
April  30,   1936. 

Joseph  P.  Manning,  80  Pond  street,  Jamaica 
Plain,  trustee  of  Boston  City  Hospital,  for  term 
ending  April  30,  1936. 

William  P.  Long,  44  Tower  street,  Jamaica 
Plain,  Park  Commissioner,  for  term  ending 
April  30,  1934;  designated  as  chairman  of  Park 
Commissioners. 

Gordon  Abbott,  17  Court  street,  Boston,  trus- 
tee of  Boston  Public  Library,  for  term  ending 
April  30,  1936. 

James  R.  Gibson,  65  Long  Wharf,  Boston,  mem- 
ber of  Board  of  Zoning  Adjustment,  for  term 
ending  April  30,  1936. 

James  P.  Balfe,  14  Radcliffe  road,  Allston,  mem- 
ber of  Board  of  Trustees  of  Statistics  Depart- 
ment, for  term  ending  April  30,  1936;  designated  as 
chairman  of  Board. 

Frederic  W.  Rugg  of  Cambridge,  member  of 
Board  of  Trustees  of  Statistics  Department,  for 
term  ending  April  30,  1935. 

Severally  placed  on  file. 


NOTICE  OF  INTEREST  IN  CONTRACT. 

Notice  was  received  from  Joseph  A.  Tomasello, 
member  of  the  Board  of  Appeal,  of  interest  in 
contract  of  A.  G.  Tomasello  &  Son,  Inc.,  with 
City  of  Boston  for  bitulithic  pavement  in  South 
Waverly  street,  etc. 

Placed  on  file. 


APPOINTMENT     OF     DEPUTY    ASSESSOR. 

Notice  was  received  of  appointment  of  Edward 
E.  McGrath,  559  Ashmont  street,  Dorchester,  as 
deputy  assessor  in  Assessing  Department,  subject 
to  approval  of  Civil  Service  Commission. 

Placed  on  file. 


MINORS'    LICENSES. 

President  McGRATH  submitted  petitions  for 
minors'  licenses  of  fifty-four  newsboys  and  two 
bootblacks.  Licenses  granted  under  usual 
conditions. 


REGISTRY  OF  DEEDS  PAY  ROLL. 

The  pay  roll  of  the  Registry  of  Deeds,  to  the 
amount  of  $8,664.15,  for  piece-work  from  March 
23  to  April  18,  and  for  regular  employees  from 
April  16  to  April  30,  both  inclusive,  was  received 
and  approved. 


MR.  RALPH  OTIS  INVITED  TO  FLOOR. 

Coun.  KELLY — Mr.  President,  with  the  con- 
sent of  yourself  and  the  members  of  the  Council, 
I  see  in  the  balcony  a  very  particular  friend  of 
the  members  of  the  Boston  City  Council,  Ralph 
Otis,  who  served  in  the  Legislature  for  eight  years; 
he  has  been  a  very  good  friend  to  the  boys  down 
here  for  the  past  year.  I  therefore  make  the  re- 
quest that  you  send  the  City  Messenger  to  get 
Mr.  Otis  and  escort  him  to  a  seat  of  honor  in  the 
Council  Chamber. 

City  Messenger  Leary  performed  the  duty  as- 
signed, and  escorted  Mr.  Otis  to  a  chair  next  to 
President  McGrath. 


REPORTS  OF  COMMITTEE  ON  FINANCE. 

Coun.  BUSH,  for  the  Committee  on  Finance, 
submitted  the  following: 

1.  Report  on  message  of  Mayor  and  order 
(referred  April  13)  appropriating  $85,000,  to  be 
expended  under  direction  of  Board  of  Trustees  of 
Boston  Public  Library,  for  Central  Library  Build- 
ing, Foundation  Improvements,  etc. — recom- 
mending that  same  ought  to  pass. 

Report  on  message  of  Mayor  and  order  (re- 
ferred April  13)  appropriating  $25,000,  to  be  ex- 
pended under  direction  of  Board  of  Park  Com- 
missioners, for  Castle  Island  and  Marine  Park, 
Improvements — recommending  that  same  ought 
to  pass. 

Reports  accepted,  orders  passed,  yeas  19,  nays  0. 

2.  Report  on  order  (referred  January  26) 
for  loan  of  $350,000,  to  be  expended  under  the 
direction  of  the  Board  of  Street  Commissioners, 
for  the  construction  of  a  vehicular  underpass  at 
the  Arborway  and  Washington  street.  Forest  Hills — 
recommending  passage  of  order  in  accompanying 
new  draft,  viz.: 

Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  three  hundred  and 
fifty  thousand  dollars  be,  and  the  same  hereby  is, 
appropriated,  to  be  expended  under  the  direction 
of  the  Park  Commission,  for  the  construction  of 
a  vehicular  pass  over  or  under  the  Arborway  at 
Washington  street,  Forest  Hills,  and  that  to  meet 
said  appropriation  the  City  Treasurer  be  author- 
ized to  issue,  from  time  to  time,  upon  the  request 
of  the  Mayor,  Donds  or  certificates  of  indebtedness 
of  the  city  to  said  amount. 

The  report  was  accepted,  and  the  question  came 
on  the  passage  of  the  order. 

Coun.  MURRAY — Mr.  President,  there  is  a 
general  feeling  that  there  should  be  either  an 
underpass  or  overpass  out  there  at  Forest  Hills, 
at  Washington  street  or  some  street.  I  believe 
the  Traffic  Department  is  convinced  that  somc- 
thiiig  should  be  done,  that  Forest  Hills  today  is 
almost  as  bad  as  Governor  square.  I  believe  it  is 
one  of  tlie  worst  places  in  the  City  of  Boston. 
Every  social,  fraternal  and  other  organization  in 
the  district,  and  practically  all  the  people  living 
out  there,  are  in  favor  of  this. 

Coun.  CURTIS— Mr.  President,  I  would  like 
to  ask  the  chairman  of  the  committee  for  further 
information  about  this.  These  loan  orders  in 
large  amounts  sometimes  go  through  here  without 
much  consideration,  and  they  pile  up  and  in  the 
aggregate  result  in  a  very  large  burden  on  the 
taxpayers.  Here  is  a  proposed  expenditure  of 
$350,000.  We  have  already  passed  on  the  Gov- 
ernor square  project,  a  very  large  item,  which  some 
people  consider  of  doubtful  utility,  in  view  of  the 
amount  of  money  it  is  going  to  cost;  and  here  is 
another  item  for  tunnel  construction,  in  connection 
with  the  handling  of  traffic,  along  t he  same  line. 
It  seems  to  me  at  least  possible  that,  instead  of 
this,  a  reasonable  amount  of  money  might  be  spent 
for  traffic  control  lights  that  might  relieve  the 
situation.  I  would  like  to  ask  the  chairman 
whether  his  committee  was  unanimously  in  favor 
of  the  order,  and  whether  public  hearings  were 
held  and  every  possible  phase  of  the  matter  was 
considered? 

Coun.  BUSH — Mr.  President,  this  is  not  the 
first  time  that  this  order  has  been  in  here.  It  was 
in  here,  I  think,  a  year  ago  and  also  a  year  before 
that,  and  it  was  not  passed  at  that  time.  The 
committee  was  not  unanimous,  Mr.  President. 
The  chairman  dissented  from  the  report  of  the 
committee,  not  because  he  does  not  think  the 
project  is  advisable,  because  that  is  a  very  con- 
gested center,  and,  with  the  overhead  structure, 
there  is  a  very  severe  congestion  of  traffic  at  that 
point,  making  the  intersection  very  dangerous. 
Then  there  is  the  Sunday  and  holiday  traffic,  pass- 
ing through  Jamaica  Plain  by  way  of  the  Arborway 
and  other  streets  in  that  vicinity.  The  traffic  at 
times  is  terrific,  and  there  is  a  tremendous  amount 
of  congestion.  The  obstruction  caused  by  the 
Elevated  structure  makes  the  control  of  traffic 
much  more  difficult  than  it  otherwise  would  be. 
The  view  is  obstructed,  and  that  makes  matters 
worse.  It  would  be  advisable  to  have  some  kind  of 
over  or  under  pass  at  that  point.  However,  the 
city  lias  committed  itself  to  so  many  improvements 
this  year  that  I  thought  it  inadvisable  to  pass  this 
order  at  this  time,  and,  personally,  I  voted  against 
it  in  committee.  But  I  am  only  one  member, 
the  chairman  of  the  committee.  The  committee 
consists  of  many  other  members,  and  the  order 
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was  reported  back  "Ought  to  pass,"  by  a  majority 
of  the  committee.  I  am  therefore  compelled  to 
report  it. 

Coun.  CURTIS— Mr.  President,  one  other 
question — I  would  like  to  ask  whether  this  is 
included  in  the  loan  budget?  I  understand  that 
this  year  loan  matters  have  been  got  together 
and  are  coming  in  as  a  whole,  so  that  we  can,  con- 
sidering everything  together,  decide  what  is  most 
necessary.  It  seems  to  me  matters  of  this  sort 
should  not  be  brought  in  one  at  a  time,  but  to- 
gether, so  that  we  can  consider  them  as  a  whole 
and  decide,  using  our  best  judgment,  what  ones 
should  be  passed.  Therefore,  I  would  like  to  ask 
the  chairman  whether  this  was  considered  with  the 
other  loan  orders? 

Coun.  BUSH — In  reply  to  the  councilor,  Mr. 
President,  I  would  say  that  this  was  not  con- 
sidered as  a  part  of  the  loan  budget  of  the  Mayor. 
It  is  an  order  submitted  by  the  councilor  from  the 
district  which  is  to  benefit  by  the  over  or  under 
pass.  Of  course  the  councilor  best  knows  the 
conditions  of  that  particular  district.  It  is  not 
an  order  which  has  been  submitted  by  his  Honor 
the  Mayor. 

Coun.  CURTIS — One  other  question,  Mr. 
President.  Was  there  a  plan  submitted,  with 
blueprints,  and  so  forth,  for  an  overpass  or  an 
underpass? 

Coun.  BUSH — Originally  the  order  was  received 
in  the  Council  and  sent  to  the  committee  as  an 
underpass  order.  There  was  a  redraft  of  the 
order,  as  I  understand,  at  the  suggestion  of  the 
Park  Commissioner,  so  that  it  would  read  either 
under  or  over  pass,  so  as  not  to  restrict  them  to 
the  underpass  alone,  but  carrying  out  whichever 
might  seem  to  be  the  more  advantageous  and 
economical  to  construct.  At  one  of  the  previous 
hearings  in  the  past  there  were  some  plans  sub- 
mitted as  to  the  underpass  alone  but  not  for  an 
overpass.  But  that  was  during  a  previous  ad- 
ministration. There  was  nothing  submitted  at 
this  time. 

(The  order  was  read  for  the  information  of 
Coun.  Hein.) 

Coun.  HEIN — Then,  as  I  understand  it,  Mr. 
President,  the  Park  Commissioner  is  not  in  favor 
of  an  underpass  at  Forest  Hills? 

Coun.  NORTON — Mr.  President,  if  in  order  I 
would  like  to  make  a  suggestion  at  this  time.  I 
believe  the  traffic  problem  in  Boston  can  be  solved 
to  a  great  extent  by  what  I  think  is  a  rather  simple 
expedient.  Here,  for  instance,  at  the  corner  of 
School  and  Tremont  streets  you  could  have  an 
8-foot  driveway  run  up  15  feet  on  Beacon  street, 
handling  traffic  one  way.  It  might  be  15  feet 
high  and  8  feet  wide.  I  believe  if  you  should 
adopt  that  procedure  there  and  also  at  Summer 
and  Washington  streets,  it  would  help  out  tre- 
mendously. Of  course  some  objections  may  be 
raised  to  that.  1  asked  Mr.  Fay  of  the  Planning 
Board  what  was  wrong  with  such  a  plan.  He 
said,  "We  have  been  trying  for  years  to  get  some- 
thing of  the  kind  at  Commonwealth  and  Massa- 
chusetts avenues,  but  have  been  unable  to  do  it." 
Well,  while  they  may  raise  some  objections,  to  my 
mind  it  seems  a  very  easy  thing  to  run  10  feet 
down  a  viaduct  and  then  up  again,  so  that  vehicles 
could  take  that  route  without  interfering  with 
anybody,  and  with  practically  no  trouble  at  all. 
I  asked  the  Mayor  of  Boston  at  one  time,  "What 
is  wrong  with  the  idea?"  "Why,  it  would  cost 
too  much  money.  It  would  cost  a  tremendous 
sum.  Then,  there  is  another  objection.  There 
would  be  the  effect  in  destroying  real  estate  values 
at  the  Houghton  &  Dutton  corner,  and  there 
would  also  be  that  very  valid  objection  at  Filene's." 
But  I  don't  think  a  15-foot  viaduct,  running  as  I 
suggest,  would  cost  very  much,  and  I  think  it 
would  have  very  little  effect,  as  far  as  injuring  real 
estate  values  is  concerned.  It  would  certainly  be 
of  tremendous  value  in  handling  vehicular  traffic. 
Of  course  this  traffic  problem  in  Boston  should 
be  approached  and  handled  in  a  broad  way,  not 
taking  simply  one  segment  of  it.  There  is,  too, 
to  be  considered  the  fact  that  unless  something  is 
done  to  remedy  the  congestion  and  do  away  with 
the  present  traffic  difficulties  here  there  is  going 
to  be  a  very  far-reaching  bad  effect  on  real  estate 
in  Boston.  If  something  is  not  done  within  a  few 
years  —  and  something  should  have  been  done 
years  ago  —  we  will  see  very  serious  results.  Mr. 
Fay  said  the  traffic  problem  had  decreased  assess- 
ments here  manv  millions  of  dollars. 

Coun.  MURRAY — Mr.  President,  I  have  talked 
with  Mr.  Long,  and  lie  said  he  thought  the  tunnel 
or  underpass  might  injure  some  of  the  trees  or 
shrubs  along  the  side  of  the  park,  and  that  that 


would  not  be  done  by  an  overpass.  But  he 
thought  when  the  Planning  Board  and  the  Park 
Board  got  together  they  could  come  to  a  solution 
that  would  be  best  for  the  people  of  the  district. 

Coun.  CURTIS — Mr.  President,  it  seems  to  me 
that  this  plan  is  sort  of  half-baked,  at  the  present 
time,  that  we  had  better  wait  until  they  can  get 
together  on  the  real  plan,  so  that  we  may  know 
what  we  are  talking  about.  I  should  doubt  if  it 
would  be  possible  to  have  an  overpass  over  the 
street  that  would  still  be  under  the  Elevated 
structure  which  is  there. 

The  order  failed  of  passage  (fifteen  affirmative 
votes  being  required  for  passage),  yeas  14,  nays  6: 

Yeas — Coun.  Cox,  Englert,  Fish,  Fitzgerald, 
Gallagher,  Gleason,  Green,  Kelly,  Lynch,  Mahoney, 
McGrath,  Murray,  Power,  Ruby — 14. 

Nays  —  Coun.  Arnold,  Bush,  Curtis,  Hein, 
Norton,  Wilson — 6. 

On  motion  of  Coun.  MURRAY,  the  rejection  of 
the  order  was  reconsidered,  and  it  was  assigned  to 
the  next  meeting  of  the  Council. 


RECALL   OF    ORDER. 

On  motion  of  Coun.  GREEN  the  order  (referred 
April  13)  prohibiting  attendance  of  children  at 
theaters  showing  sex  or  crime  pictures  was  recalled 
from  the  Committee  on  Public  Safety  and  referred 
to  the  Executive  Committee. 


SIDEWALK   CONSTRUCTION. 

Coun.  GALLAGHER  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  make  a  sidewalk  along  Foster  street,  both 
sides,  Washington  street  to  Surrey  street,  Ward  22, 
in  front  of  the  estates  bordering  thereon;  said  side- 
walk to  be  from  3  to  10  inches  above  the  gutter 
adjoining,  to  be  from  5  to  12  feet  in  width,  and  to 
be  built  of  artificial  stone,  with  granite  edgestones, 
under  the  provisions  of  chapter  196  of  the  Special 
Acts  of  1917. 

Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  make  a  sidewalk  along  Foster  street,  Wash- 
ington street  to  Rogers  Park  avenue,  right-hand 
side  going  from  Washington  street,  Ward  22,  in 
front  of  the  estates  bordering  thereon;  said  side- 
walk to  be  from  3  to  10  inches  above  the  gutter 
adjoining,  to  be  from  5  to  12  feet  in  width,  and  to 
be  built  of  artificial  stone,  with  granite  edgestones, 
under  the  provisions  of  chapter  196  of  the  Special 
Acts  of  1917. 

Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  make  a  sidewalk  along  Hooker  street,  both 
sides,  from  North  Harvard  street  to  Royal  street, 
Ward  22,  in  front  of  the  estates  bordering  thereon; 
said  sidewalk  to  be  from  3  to  10  inches  above  the 
gutter  adjoining,  to  be  from  5  to  12  feet  in  width, 
and  to  be  built  of  artificial  stone,  with  granite 
edgestones,  under  the  provisions  of  chapter  196 
of  the  Special  Acts  of  1917. 

Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  make  a  sidewalk  along  Brooks  street,  at  the 
Faneuil  Congregational  Church,  for  sidewalk  con- 
struction out  to  the  curb,  eliminating  present 
grass  plot,  Ward  22,  in  front  of  the  estates  border- 
ing thereon;  said  sidewalk  to  be  from  3  to  10  inches 
above  the  gutter  adjoining,  to  be  from  5  to  12  feet 
in  width,  and  to  be  built  of  artificial  stone,  with 
granite  edgestones,  under  the  provisions  of  chapter 
196  of  the  Special  Acts  of  1917. 

Coun.  McGRATH  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  make  a  sidewalk  along  Spring  Garden 
street,  both  sides,  from  Crescent  avenue  to  Harbor 
View  street,  Ward  13,  in  front  of  the  estates  border- 
ing thereon;  said  sidewalk  to  be  from  3  to  10  inches 
above  the  gutter  adjoining,  to  be  from  5  to  12  feet 
in  width,  and  to  be  built  of  artificial  stone,  with 
granite  edgestones,  under  the  provisions  of  chapter 
196  of  the  Special  Acts  of  1917. 

Coun.  LYNCH  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  make  a  sidewalk  along  East  Eighth  street, 
from  K  street  to  Columbia  road,  Ward  7,  in 
front  of  the  estates  bordering  thereon;  said 
sidewalk  to  be  from  3  to  10  inches  above  the  gutter 
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adjoining,  to  be  from  5  to  12  feet  in  width,  and  to 
be  built  of  artificial  stone,  with  granite  edgestones, 
under  the  provisions  of  chapter  196  of  the 
Special  Acts  of  1917. 

Coun.  FISH  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  make  a  sidewalk  along  Adams  street, 
from  Dorchester  avenue  to  Park  street,  Wards 
15  and  16,  in  front  of  the  estates  bordering  thereon; 
said  sidewalk  to  be  from  3  to  10  inches  above  the 
gutter  adjoining,  to  be  from  5  to  12  feet  in  width, 
and  to  be  built  of  artificial  stone,  with  granite 
edgestones,  under  the  provisions  of  chapter  196 
of  the  Special  Acts  of  1917. 

Coun.  BUSH  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  make  a  sidewalk  along  Montrose  street, 
both  sides,  from  Warren  street  to  Moreland  street, 
Ward  12,  in  front  of  the  estates  bordering  thereon; 
said  sidewalk  to  be  from  3  to  10  inches  above 
the  gutter  adjoining,  to  be  from  5  to  12  feet  in 
width,  and  to  be  built  of  artificial  stone,  with 
granite  edgestones,  under  the  provisions  of 
chapter  196  of  the  Special  Acts  of  1917. 

Coun.  MURRAY  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public- 
Works  make  a  sidewalk  along  Varney  street,  both 
sides,  from  Wenham  street  to  Wachusett  street, 
Ward  19,  in  front  of  the  estates  bordering  thereon; 
said  sidewalk  to  be  from  3  to  10  inches  above  the 
gutter  adjoining,  to  be  from  5  to  12  feet  in  width, 
and  to  be  built  of  artificial  stone,  with  granite 
edgestones,  under  the  provisions  of  chapter  196 
of  the  Special  Acts  of  1917. 

Severally  passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


EXTENDED  EMPLOYMENT  OF  MEN   FOR 
STREET   CLEANING. 

Coun.  GREEN  offered»the  following: 
Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  requested 
to  extend  indefinitely  the  temporary,  employment 
of  men  under  the  Sanitary  Division  now  engaged  in 
cleaning  the  streets  and  alleys  in  Ward  2,  as  a 
measure  of  checking  the  epidemic  of  diphtheria  and 
scarlet  fever  that  is  now  raging  in  Charlestown. 
Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


REPAIR  OF  "NORTHAMPTON  "  AT  BOSTON 
NAVY   YARD. 

Coun.  GREEN  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  requested 
to  communicate  with  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy 
with  a  view  to  having  the  United  States  ship 
"Northampton"  sent  to  the  Boston  Navy  Yard 
for  needed  repairs,  giving  needed  work  to  citizens 
of  Boston  and  precluding  the  delay  in  repairs  to 
this  ship,  which  is  now  lying  outside  the  Norfolk, 
Virginia,  Navy  Yard,  waiting  for  room. 
Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


PUBLIC    HEARING    IN    RE    CONSTABLES. 

Coun.  WILSON  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Constables 
hold  a  public  hearing  with  reference  to  appoint- 
ments for  1931  on  Friday,  May  1,  1931,  at  two 
o'clock  p.  m. 

Coun.  WILSON — Mr.  President,  speaking  for 
the  committee,  we  appreciate  the  interest  that 
different  members  of  the  City  Council  may  have 
concerning  the  reappointment  of  some  of  these 
various  constables.  There  are  208  names  on  the 
list  this  year,  plus  9  additional  names  since  the 
list  came  out,  or  217  names,  of  which  59  names 
do  not  appear  on  last  year's  list.  There  has  been 
a  disposition  on  the  part  of  some  members  of  the 
Council  to  cut  down  the  list,  and  the  suggestion 
is  made  that  if  there  be  any  complaints  they  be 
presented  on  Friday,  that  if  members  of  the  Coun- 
cil have  any  sentiment  as  to  the  appointment  of 
certain  constables  on  a  list  as  large  as  this  one, 
comprising  217  names,  they  make  their  feeling 
known  at  that  time. 

Report  accepted;  order  passed  under  suspension 
of  the  rule. 


ADDITIONAL   FACILITIES,    FRANKLIN 
FIELD  PLAYGROUND. 

Coun.  WILSON  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Park  Commissioner  be,  and 
he  hereby  is,  respectfully  requested,  through  his 
Honor  the  Mayor,  to  provide,  by  lease  of  part  of 
the  Dorchester  Club  on  Talbot  avenue,  or  other- 
wise, additional  summer  facilities  for  athletic  use 
at  the  Franklin  Field  Playground,  and  especially  a 
proper  and  more  general  use  of  the  running  track 
during  the  summer  months. 

Coun.  WILSON — Mr.  President,  with  reference 
to  this  order,  that  organization  is  the  one  where 
the  world's  greatest  Marathon  runner,  Clarence 
DeMar,  first  started,  and  where  the  winner  of 
this  year's  Marathon  race,  Jimmy  Hennigan, 
first  started.  The  suggestion  is  made  that  some 
special  arrangement  be  made  in  the  summer 
months,  as  proposed  in  the  order,  as  was  done 
under  former  Mayor  Fitzgerald,  who,  with  Judge 
Walsh  and  other  prominent  citizens  of  Boston,  are 
members  of  this  organization. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


ACCEPTANCE  OF  CHAPTER  229,   ACTS  OF 
1931. 

Coun.  WILSON  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  chapter  229  of  the  Acts  of  1931, 
entitled  "An  Act  Authorizing  the  Transfer  of  Cer- 
tain Land  in  the  Dorchester  District  of  the  City  of 
Boston  from  the  School  Department  to  the  Park 
Department  of  said  City"  be,  and  hereby  is,  ac- 
cepted. 

Coun.  WILSON — Mr.  President,  in  explanation 
of  that  order,  this  is  the  final  technical  step  neces- 
sary for  the  transfer  of  certain  land  on  Dunbar 
avenue,  Dorchester,  which,  added  to  the  108,000 
square  feet  purchased  by  the  city,  will  give  us  the 
first  real  playground  for  that  section.  I  urge  a 
suspension  of  the  rule,  and  trust  that  the  School 
Committee  will  do  its  part,  so  that  construction 
may  be  assured  prior  to  the  Mayor's  departure  for 
the  other  side. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


NAMING    OF   DORCHESTER   SCHOOLS. 

Coun.  WILSON  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Boston  School  Committee, 
through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  be,  and  the  said 
committee  hereby  is,  requested  to  name  the  two 
proposed  new  schools  in  Ward  17  of  the  Dorchester 
district  after  the  late  Charles  Everett  Bauch,  dis- 
tinguished aviator  in  the  United  States  Aviation 
Service,  and  the  Honorable  William  S.  McNary, 
former  member  of  Congress. 

Coun.  WILSON — Mr.  President,  I  might  say  in 
reference  to  this  order  that  the  gentleman  first 
named,  Charles  Everett  Bauch,  made  a  notable 
name  for  himself  as  an  aviator  in  the  L'nited 
States  naval  service,  being  one  of  the  first  flyers 
to  enter  that  service  in  the  late  war,  in  which  he 
was  decorated  by  the  Italian  government.  Senator 
Walsh  was  a  close  friend  of  Lieutenant  Bauch,  and 
is  willing  to  furnish  any  records  pertaining  to  his 
service  or  the  wonderful  character  of  this  young 
man.  For  many  years  he  was  assigned  to  the 
"Los  Angeles"  at  Lakehurst,  and  at  the  time  of 
his  last  assignment  was  connected  with  the  aero- 
nautical school  at  that  station.  He  was  one  of 
the  few  survivors  of  the  dirigible  which  a  few 
years  ago  fell  with  such  loss  of  life.  He  was  killed 
at  Akron,  Ohio,  on  March  30.  With  reference  to 
the  second  name  given  in  the  order,  that  of  William 
s.  McNary,  1  might  say  that  his  service  in  both 
branches  of  the  Massachusetts  Legislature,  the 
Common  Council,  Congress,  and  his  occupancy 
of  numerous  public  offices,  resulted  in  his  initiating 
and  securing  numerous  appropriations  and  improve- 
ments greatly  influencing  the  development  of  the 
district  in  which  a  new  school  is  now  required.  A 
brilliant  graduate  of  the  Boston  school  system, 
he  was  forced  to  work  after  school  to  contribute 
to  the  support  of  his  family,  and  yet  graduated 
from  the  English  High  School  with  highest  honors, 
which  included  the  Franklin  Medal  for  brilliancy 
in  studies  and  the  highest  marks  attained  in  English 
over  a  period  of  thirty  years.  In  public  and  private 
life  he  was  an  outstanding  advocate  of  the  Boston 
school  system,  in  the  development  of  which  he 
assisted   in  a  large  measure.     With  reference  to 
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Charles  Everett  Bauch,  I  might  state  that  he  was 
a  graduate  of  the  school  in  the  district  in  which 
these  two  schools  are  to  be  constructed. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


UNIFORMS    FOR    POLICE    DEPARTMENT 
MEMBERS. 

Coun.  WILSON  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Police  Commissioner,  through 
his  Honor  the  Mayor,  be,  and  he  hereby  is,  re- 
spectfully requested  to  reconsider  reported  recent 
order  for  new  uniforms  for  the  members  of  the 
Boston  Police  Department. 

Coun.  WILSON — Mr.  President,  in  reference 
to  that  particular  order  I  might  say  that  it  is 
introduced  having  in  mind  the  reported  dissatis- 
faction of  hundreds  of  men  in  the  department. 
While  1  will  admit  that  the  patrolman  of  the  City 
of  Boston  cannot  expect  to  be  allowed  to  make  his 
choice  of  uniforms,  there  is  some  question  whether 
the  men  in  the  department  should  be  put  to  the 
expense  of  some  three  changes  in  the  last  three  or 
four  years,  especially  uniforms  of  the  type  reported 
to  be  fixed  on  by  the  commissioner.  In  view  of  the 
fact  that  the  matter  was  not  called  to  the  attention 
of  the  Council  in  connection  with  the  new  budget — 
this  duplication  of  uniforms  within  a  short  time 
and  the  reported  dissatisfaction  of  men  in  the 
ranks,  I  feel  that  such  an  order  should  be  passed. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


UNNECESSARY    NOISES. 
Coun.  WILSON  offered  the  following: 
An    Ordinance    Prohibiting    Certain    Unnecessary 

Noises. 
Be  it  ordained  by  the  City  Council  of  Boston,  as 
follows: 
Section  1.  No  person  owning  or  having  the 
care,  custody  or  possession  of  any  musical  instru- 
ment, radio  set,  phonograph,  victrola  or  other 
machine  or  device  for  producing  or  reproducing 
sound  shall  operate  or  use  or  permit  to  be  operated 
or  used  such  machine  or  device  in  such  a  manner  as 
to  disturb  the  peace  and  comfort  of  the  neighbor- 
ing inhabitants,  or  at  any  time  with  louder  volume 
than  is  necessary  for  convenient  hearing  for  the 
person  or  persons  who  are  in  the  room  or  chamber 
in  which  such  machine  or  device  is  operated  and 
who  are  voluntary  listeners  thereto.  The  opera- 
tion of  any  such  machine  or  device  between  the 
hours  of  eleven  o'clock  p.  m.  and  seven  o'clock 
a.  rn.  in  such  a  manner  as  to  be  plainly  audible  at 
a  distance  of  one  hundred  feet  from  the  building 
or  structure  in  which  it  is  located  shall  be  a  viola- 
tion- of  this  ordinance  prima  facie.  Nothing 
herein  contained  shall  be  construed  to  prohibit 
playing  by  a  band  or  orchestra  in  a  hall,  building 
or  in  the  open  air,  but  this  exception  shall  not 
apply  to  a  reproduction  of  such  playing  by  any 
machine  or  device. 

Sect.  2.  Any  person,  firm  or  corporation  vio- 
lating the  provisions  of  this  ordinance  shall  be 
subject  to  a  penalty,  not  exceeding  twenty  dollars 
for  each  offence,  and  not  only  the  person  actually 
doing  the  prohibited  thing  but  also  his  employer 
and  every  other  person  concerned  in  so  doing,  shall 
be  subject  to  such  penalty. 

Coun.  WILSON — Mr.  President,  with  reference 
to  this  ordinance,  last  week  I  read  numerous 
articles  in  the  newspapers  with  reference  to  pro- 
posed discussions  by  the  Planning  Board,  under 
the  direction  of  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  concern- 
ing abatement  of  unnecessary  noises  in  Boston. 
About  a  year  ago  I  introduced  in  this  body  an 
ordinance  designed  to  offer  some  degree  of  relief 
from  the  undoubted  and  persistent  nuisance 
of  radio  loud-speakers,  especially  in  residential 
neighborhoods,  during  the  average  sleeping  hours 
from  11  p.  m.  to  7  a.  m.  The  public  hearing 
held  in  this  Council  Chamber  last  July  was  at- 
tended not  only  by  scores  of  interested  individual 
citizens,  but  many  representatives  of  civic  as- 
sociations throughout  the  city,  including,  among 
others,  the  Women's  Educational  and  Industrial 
Union  of  over  4,000  members,  the  Women's 
Municipal  League  of  over  1,400  members,  the 
Elizabeth  Peabody  House  of  2,000  members,  the 
Beacon  Hill  Association,  the  Boston  Real  Estate 
Exchange,  and  the  State  Advisor  of  Housing  and 
Planning.     Except    for    the    paid    representatives 


of  certain  radio  jobbers,  public  sentiment  through- 
out the  entire  city  was  practically  unanimous  in 
favor    of    the    adoption    of    the    proposed    health 
regulation.     Perhaps    the    time    was    not    exactly 
ripe  for  such   legislation  and   I   have   no   quarrel 
with   the   veto   by   the   Mayor,   who,    even   then, 
incidentally,  expressed  his  belief  in  the  necessity 
of  some  such  regulation   with  reference  to  busi- 
ness   concerns.     Meanwhile,     similar    regulations 
have  been  adopted  as  a  health  measure  in  other 
localities,    especially    New    York    City    and    the 
District     of     Columbia.     And,     most     especially, 
there  is  now  available  in  printed  form  the  308-page 
report  of  the  commission  appointed  by  the  Health 
Commissioner  to  study  noise  in  New  York  City 
and  to  develop  means  of  abating  it.     In  his  initial 
suggestions  to  the  committee — the  Health   Com- 
missioner  of   New   York   said,    "It   seems   to   me 
there  are   numerous  abuses   of   the   characteristic 
good    nature   and    patience    of    the    New    Yorker 
which    might   be   stopped   without   further  ado — 
such   as   the   use   of   loud-speakers   outside   shops 
and     in     homes."     The     Committee     on     Noise 
Measurement  was  asked  to  undertake  a  scientific 
survey,  determining  with  the  aid  of  instruments 
and  otherwise,  the  characteristics  of  noise  in  the 
aggregate  and  the  contributions  of  specific  noises. 
This   subcommittee   reported     "No    argument   is 
needed  to  the  effect  that  every  individual  needs 
between  six  and  nine  hours  of  sleep.     The  majority 
is  accustomed  to  take  sleep  during  the  night,  and 
for  that  reason,  at  least,  the  house  from  eleven  to 
seven  should  be  entirely  free  of  distressing  noises. 
Crowing  children,  many  invalids  and  all  convales- 
cent patients  are  in  need  of  complete  quiet  during 
the  day  as  well  as  the  night.     In  addition  to  these, 
New  York  contains  many  nightworkers  who  must 
obtain    their   necessary   rest   during   the   daylight 
hours."     The  report  states  "It   was  believed  by 
the    commission    that    the    degree    of    annoyance 
produced  by  any  noise  was  a  fair  measure  of  its 
harmfulness,   and   that   some   attempt   should   be 
made  in  a  statistical  way  to  learn  what  particular 
sources  were  most  apt  to  provoke  New   Yorkers 
to    protest.     Accordingly,    the    commission    pre- 
pared a  questionnaire  on  noise  which  was  printed 
in  all   the  Metropolitan   newspapers."     The  con- 
sequent tabulation  of  noise  complaints  proved  of 
real  value  as  an  index  to  the  relative  annoyance 
generated    bv    various   noises,    and    the   complete 
tabulation     showed     traffic,     transportation     and 
radio    noises    as    far    in    the    lead.     Radio    loud- 
speakers, comprising  12.36  per  cent  of  total  com- 
plaints, was  exceeded  only  by  the  noises  of  motor 
trucks  and  automobile  horns.     The  Noise  Abate- 
ment Commission  made  the  following  interesting 
comment  on  radio  noise:  "It  is  one  of  the  curious 
reactions  of  the  human  system  that  sounds  which 
may  be  most  oleasurable  at  some  time  are  mere 
noises  at  others,  that  music  in  the  home  may  be 
disagreeable    racket    in    another's    home,    that    a 
symphony    in    the    evening    may    be    a    nuisance 
after    midnight.     There    are    two    parts    to    the 
problem   of  radio  noise;    of  theBe   the  worst  and 
most  often  complained  against  is  the  use  of  blaring 
loud-speakers   on   the  street   to  attract   attention 
or    to    serve    as    advertising. — The    situation    is 
aggravated  because  of  the  utter  uselessness  of  the 
noise,  judged  from  the  standpoint  of  public  neces- 
sity   or    convenience. — The   commission    has   also 
had  cases  called  to  its  attention  when  loud-speakers 
in    residential    neighborhoods    poured    forth    their 
intolerable  clamor  all  day  long  and  far  into  the 
night.     Protests  to  the  owners  were  useless;    they 
refused  to  be  reasonable  or  courteous,  maintaining 
that  every  man  has  a  right  to  operate  his  machine 
as    he    pleased, — a    specious   argument    which,    if 
carried  to  its  logical  conclusion,   would  make  the 
city  uninhabitable. — Investigations  convinced  the 
commission   that  while  nuisance  prosecutions  are 
feasible,  a  more  direct  and  rapid  way  of  dealing 
with     the     loud-speakers     was     necessary.      Lne 
difficulty  of  abating  a  nuisance  by  legal  proceedings 
is   well   shown    by   a   Brooklyn    case    which    took 
several  months  to  bring  to  a  conclusion. — In  order 
that    the    Health    Department,    therefore,    might 
take  swift  and  direct  action  against  loud-speakers' 
disturbance  of  the  peace,  an  amendment  to  Article 
12  of  the  Sanitary  Code  was  drawn  up  and  was 
adopted    by    the    Board    of    Health. — To    assure 
doubly    the    effectiveness    of    these    measures    an 
amendment  to  the  Code  of  Ordinances  was  adopted 
by  the  Board  of  Aldermen — and  the  amendment 
was  made  broad  enough  to  cover  radios  privately 
operated  in  homes,  but  so  abused  by  their  owners 
as  to  disturb  neighbors  at  unreasonable   hours." 
The    commission    made    the    further    interesting 
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comment:  "It  is  apparent  that  we  must  have 
regulations  prohibiting  certain  nuisances,  and 
these  regulations  must  be  enforced.  Experience 
shows  us  that  the  control  of  unnecessary  noise 
requires  an  officer  of  the  law  with  clear  authority 
to  act.  If  he  is  discouraged  by  reason  of  incon- 
venience or  lack  of  authority  from  performing  his 
duty  where  a  warning  is  insufficient,  there  can 
never  be  control  of  these  nuisances."  In  com- 
ment on  the  action  in  New  York,  the  Providence 
News  said:  "It  would  be  a  ridiculous  thing  to 
punish  a  man  for  keeping  a  skunk  farm  to  the 
windward  of  his  enemy's  house  yet  allow  him  to 
go  scot-free  when  he  lets  loose  a  hell  of  sound  at 
his  next  door  neighbor."  And  the  New  York 
World  said:  "The  reduction  of  noise  should  be 
just  as  practical  as  the  reduction  of  smoke."  And 
the  Homes  Neivs  of  New  York  said:  "So  we  find 
again  that  the  radio,  that  undoubted  boon  to 
humanity,  is  one  of  the  worst  of  the  contemporane- 
ous pests  when  it  is  abused."  The  official  report 
of  the  New  York  Noise  Abatement  Commission 
made  a  special  finding  with  reference  to  radio 
noises  in  residential  communities,  and  said: 
"The  audibility  of  a  noise,  and  hence  its  annoy- 
ance depends  upon  the  background  of  other 
noises. — Hence  a  noise  which  during  the  day 
might  be  inaudible  on  a  busy  street  may  be  very 
disturbing  at  night  in  a  residential  district.  Noise 
restrictions  should,  therefore,  be  far  more  severe 
in  residential  sections  of  the  city  at  night  than  in 
the  entire  city  by  day."  It  is  rather  significant 
that  this  Noise  Abatement  Commission  of  New 
York  made  as  its  very  first  and  outstanding 
recommendation  the  passage  of  a  city  ordinance 
concerning  radio  loud-speakers  which  the  com- 
mission found  comprised  about  one  eighth  of  all 
the  distracting  and  unnecessary  noise  in  a  great 
city.  And  this  Health  Department  regulation 
was  passed  at  the  very  outset  of  the  survey  as  an 
outstanding  necessity  obvious  even  to  the  most 
casual  observer.  I  therefore  introduce  this  ordi- 
nance at  this  time  as  the  summer  season  again 
approaches.  I  have  a  radio.  I  can  enjoy  it  on 
one  floor  without  unnecessarily  annoying  even 
persons  in  the  same  house;  I  believe  that  a  neigh- 
bor next  door  at  least  should  not  be  expected  to 
listen  to  any  program  I  may  care  to  pick  out  at 
one  or  two  o'clock  in  the  morning.  For  that 
reason  a  year  ago  I  suggested  a  fifty-foot  radius 
from  the  house  as  a  reasonable  distance  to  hear 
a  radio  after  eleven  o'clock  at  night.  Today,  in 
order  that  the  ordinance  may  not  be  considered 
unreasonable  even  from  that  point  of  view,  I  have 
suggested  twice  the  distance,  or  a  one-hundred-foot 
radius  from  the  building,  and  still  applicable  to 
the  night  hours.  With  reference  to  the  possible 
penalty  I  urge  that  it  is  neither  drastic  nor  excessive 
and  merely  provides  that  it  shall  "not  exceed" 
$20.  The  proposed  radio  ordinance  of  last  year 
was  passed  by  this  body  with  only  four  dissenting 
votes.  I  therefore  urge  reasonably  prompt 
action  on  the  present  ordinance.  If  there  is  no 
objection  I  would  like  to  see  it  sent  to  the  Execu- 
tive Committee. 

Coun.  NORTON— Mr.  President,  it  is  rather 
unfortunate  that  last  year,  as  well  as  this  year, 
I  have  had  to  disagree  with  the  ordinance  that 
my  colleague  has  introduced  in  regard  to  this 
matter.  We  all  agree  that  noise  abatement 
today  is  an  important  question;  we  all  agree  that 
something  should  be  done  about  it.  In  New 
York  City,  the  greatest  metropolis  of  the  modern 
world,  Commissioner  Dr.  Hugh  Wynne,  who 
signed  this  report,  and  Dr.  Alexis  Carrel,  whose 
name  is  also  on  it,  I  believe,  while  they  favored 
noise  abatement,  suggested  certain  ways  in  which 
this  result  might  be  achieved  in  New  York  City, 
without  proposing  any  such  remedy  as  that  now 
suggested  by  the  colleague  from  Dorchester. 
The  experts  who  wrote  this  fine  report,  the  finest 
that  has  been  prepared,  1  believe,  on  noise  abate- 
ment, did  not  agree  with  the  thesis  presented 
either  this  year  or  last  year  by  our  colleague,  did 
not  take  the  ground  that  if  a  radio  was  heard 
after  eleven  o'clock  at  night  twelve  yards  away 
from  the  house  in  which  it  was,  a  policeman  should 
be  sent  for.  That,  1  believe,  is  a  wrong  idea. 
We  have  been  relying  too  much  on  policemen.  I 
do  not  believe  the  colleague  from  Dorchester  or 
anybody  else  should  be  locked  up,  either  under 
this  year's  or  last  year's  ordinance,  by  a  police- 
man who  is  called  in  for  the  purpose  after  eleven 
o'clock  at  night,  because  the  noise  from  his  radio 
can  be  heard  twelve  yards  away,  or  that  the  authori- 
ties necessarily  should  go  in  and  fine  him.     I  did 


not  consider  the  bill  of  last  year  much  of  a  bill, 
and  I  don't  consider  this  a  good  bill  today.  1  am 
not  one  of  those  who  can  be  classed  as  a  representa- 
tive of  any  radio  concern.  I  have  never  been  a 
paid  representative  of  any  such  concern  or  in- 
dividual. I  am  simply  stating  here  on  this  as 
other  matters  that  come  before  us,  my  position, 
in  a  straightforward  way.  I  would  rather  be 
here  for  two  years  and  continue  to  do  that,  than 
to  twist  my  way  along  for  six  or  eight  years.  I 
have  been  glad  to  come  here.  The  hand  of  fate 
sent  me  here.  I  never  expected  to  come,  and 
perhaps  will  not  come  back,  out  while  x  am  here 
1  am  not  the  paid  representative  of  any  radio 
concern.  1  want  to  see  a  noise  abatement  law 
go  into  effect  in  this  city,  but  i  want  to  see  it  a 
good  law,  a  scientific  law,  and  a  law  that  rests 
too  much  on  the  arbitrary  judgment  of  the  police 
is  apt  to  be  a  bad  law.  There  is  not  one  family 
in  one  hundred  who  would  wish  to  discommode 
or  disturb  any  person  across  the  street  who  is 
trying  to  sleep.  1  want  to  see  a  scientific  law 
passed  for  the  abatement  of  unnecessary  noise, 
but  1  want  to  see  it  a  good  law,  and  not  one  de- 
pending on  whether  certain  sounds  can  be  heard 
one  hundred  yards  or  fifty  yards  away,  and 
if  it  can  be,  having  the  person  who  is  responsible 
for  it  arrested  or  locked  up.  There  is  nothing  in 
the  New  York  report  which  has  oeen  referred  to 
that  places  any  limit  on  the  distance  at  which 
noise  can  be  heard.  That,  at  best,  is  a  very 
uncertain  test,  because  it  depends  on  the  keenness 
of  a  person's  hearing.  As  I  say,  I  don't  believe 
there  is  one  family  out  of  one  hundred  in  the 
City  of  Boston  who,  if  informed  that  there  was  a 
sick  person  in  the  neighbr  rhood  or  a  man  who 
wanted  to  sleep,  would  not  shut  off  a  radio  or  tone 
it  down  after  eleven  o'clock  at  night.  I  objected 
a  year  ago  to  such  an  ordinance,  limited  in  any 
such  way  as  to  the  distance  at  which  sound  might 
be  heard,  whether  one  hundred  or  ten  yards  from 
a  home,  and  which  would  give  a  policeman  author- 
ity to  make  an  arrest  and  oring  a  family  into  court 
in  such  a  case.  1  certainly  do  not  believe  that  is 
the  right  way  to  go  about  it.  New  York  treats 
the  subject  in  a  scientific  way,  and  1  would  be 
glad  to  see  such  a  law  here  framed  on  the  New 
York  law  dealing  with  the  same  subject. 

Coun.  BUSH — Mr.  President,  strange  as  it  may 
seem,  I  thoroughly  agree  with  the  remarks  made 
by  my  colleague  from  Hyde  Park  (Coun.  Norton) 
in  reference  to  this  ordinance.  The  thing  that 
comes  to  my  mind  immediately  is  the  difficulty 
of  application  of  a  law  that  fixes  a  particular  dis- 
tance. If  a  radio,  for  example,  should  be  operat- 
ing at  that  specific  time  and  at  that  specific  dis- 
tance, it  could  be  heard  much  farther  with  a  win- 
dow opened  than  with  it  closed.  With  the  win- 
dow closed  it  might  not  be  heard  at  all.  Also,  it 
leaves  the  determination  of  the  violation  of  the 
ordinance  to  the  particular  officer,  whose  hearing 
may  be  so  bad  that  he  could  not  hear  it  at  a 
much  less  distance  or  so  much  more  acute  than 
that  of  the  average  individual  that  he  could  de- 
clare it  a  nuisance  where  the  family  that  was  sup- 
posed to  be  injured  might  not  be  suffering  from 
the  noise  at  all.  And  yet,  when  the  thing  came 
into  court,  if  the  officer  testified  that  he  could 
hear  it  for  that  distance,  that  would  be  perhaps 
sufficient  proof  for  the  judge  to  find  the  victim 
guilty  of  tne  offence.  .So  it  would  seem  to  me 
that  we  have  not  here  a  sufficiently  definite  scheme 
for  the  operation  of  the  ordinance.  While  there 
is  no  question  that  some  regulation  should  be 
made  in  the  matter  of  harmful  noises,  this  par- 
ticular ordinance  does  not  appeal  to  me  as  the 
requirement  in  that  respect.  1  cannot  see  how 
such  an  ordinance  would  be  effective.  It  seems 
to  me  the  possibility  of  other  abuses  arising  from 
the  operation  of  this  ordinance  might  become 
greater  than  the  nuisance  of  the  noises  them- 
selves— as,  for  instance,  the  possibility  of  spiteful 
neighbors  continually  telephoning  to  the  police 
station  that  a  neighbor's  radio  was  in  operation 
and  was  disturbing  them,  thereby  causing  a  great 
many  neighborhood  spats.  The  difficulties  en- 
countered in  restricting  noise  of  that  kind  seem 
to  me  so  great  that  some  other  system  would  have 
to  be  found  to  meet  the  situation.  There  are 
other  noises  far  more  harmful  than  radio  noises, 
over  which  we  have  no  control  and  which  the 
ordinance  perhaps  would  not  remedy,  even.  I 
am  reminded  of  the  fact  that  where  street  cars 
pass  on  a  transportation  line  through  a  residential 
section  there  is  frequently  a  squeeking  of  the  wheels 
passing  over  the  rails  oh  curves  and  otherwise 
that    is    very    offensive    to    people    living    in    the 
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neighborhood.  I  happen  to  live  near  a  corner 
where  there  are  two  street  ear  lines  and  during  the 
night  as  the  cars  pass  by  the  noises  are  terrific. 
They  are  far  more  annoying  than  a  radio,  and  far 
worse  when  it  comes  to  waking  you  up  from  sleep. 
Yet  no  ordinance  we  could  pass  here  would  operate 
to  eliminate  those  noises.  It  would  subject  the 
transportation  company  to  constant  persecution 
if  we  should  try  to  eliminate  that  noise  and  fine 
them  every  time  it  was  caused.  I  am  afraid,  Mr. 
President,  that  by  the  passage  of  such  an  ordinance 
as  is  proposed  here  we  would  be  subjecting  the  in- 
habitants of  the  City  of  Boston  to  far  greater 
abuses  than  could  possibly  result  from  the  noises 
themselves. 

Several  members  addressed  the  Chair. 

President  MoGRATH — The  Chair  would  remind 
tlie  Council  that  the  question  is  on  reference  to 
Executive  Committee. 

Coun.  MURRAY— Mr.  President,  I  might  say 
that  I  was  one  of  those  who  voted  against  the 
radio  ordinance  in  last  year's  session,  and  I  shall 
do  so  today.  There  are  far  worse  noises  in  the 
community  that  those  that  come  from  the  radio. 
In  the  neighborhood  of  Forest  Hills,  for  instance, 
we  have  the  noise  from  the  cars  and  trains,  and 
tlie  noises  we  have  out  there  through  one  cause 
or  another  through  the  night,  in  my  district,  are 
far  more  harmful  to  people  than  all  the  radios 
combined.  Then,  through  Washington  street, 
from  Forest  Hills  out,  we  have  the  heavy  trucking 
going  on  between  Boston  and  Providence,  causing 
very  disturbing  noises  all  through  the  night.  I 
know  that  in  my  district  the  people  would  rather 
have  the  radios  going  on  endlessly  than  to  submit 
to  the  noises  they  have  to  put  up  with. 

Coun.  WILSON — Mr.  President.T  shall  be  very 
brief.  On  this  subject,  like  others,  there  is,  of 
course,  an  honest  difference  of  opinion.  But  it  is 
rather  amusing  here  to  see  two  members  of  the 
bar  opposing  the  same  ordinance  on  different 
grounds — one  because  the  provisions  of  the 
ordinance  render  it  too  easy  to  make  complaint  to  a 
police  officer,  and  the  other  because  it  does  not 
make  it  easy  enough.  I  would  say,  however,  that 
this  particular  ordinance  is  not  aimed  at  necessary 
noises,  any  more  than  the  ordinances  in  New  York 
or  the  District  of  Columbia  are  aimed  at  necessary 
noises.  This  ordinance  is  aimed  at  unnecessary 
noise.  And  it  does  not  look  to  the  calling  of  a 
police  officer  at  one  o'clock  in  the  morning  to  place 
anybody  under  arrest.  It  merely  says  that  if  any 
person  in  a  residential  district  between  eleven 
o'clock  at  night  and  seven  in  the  morning  causes 
noises  of  this  nature  to  be  made  which  are  so  loud 
that  they  can  be  heard  at  a  certain  distance  away 
from  the  house  where  they  originate,  either  a 
neighbor  or  a  police  officer  can  go  into  court  on 
the  ground  that  that  particular  person  is  causing  a 
disturbance  of  the  peace.  It  does  not  say  that  a 
person  shall  not  use  his  radio.  It  simply  provides 
that  it  shall  not  be  used  in  a  way  which  will  cause 
unnecessary  noise  which  can  be  heard  in  another 
house  at  a  certain  distance  away,  and  that  if  it  is 
so  heard  it  shall  be  prima  facie  a  nuisance.  So  it 
does  not  seem  to  me  to  be  an  unusually  severe  or- 
dinance. It  would  seem  to  be  perfectly  reasonable. 
I  have  no  objection,  however,  to  the  ordinance  going 
to  the  Committee  on  Ordinances,  if  anybody  de- 
sires. I  think  anyway  it  would  be  well  for  it  to  go 
to  the  Executive  Committee. 

The  ordinance  was  referred  to  tlie  Executive 
Committee. 


ACCEPTANCE  OF  CHAPTER  210  OF  ACTS 
OF   1931. 

Coun.  RUBY  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  chapter  210  of  the  Acts  of  1931, 
entitled  "  An  Act  Providing  for  Additional  Assistant 
Clerks  of  the  Municipal  Court  of  the  City  of 
Boston  for  Civil  Business"  be,  and  hereby  is, 
accepted. 

Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 


HEADQUARTERS,  COLUMBIA  POST  NO.  51. 

Coun.  LYNCH  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Public 
Buildings  of  the  City  of  Boston  be,  and  be  hereby 
is,  authorized,  in  the  name  and  behalf  of  the 
City  of  Boston,  with  the  approval  of  the  Mayor 
of  the  City  of  Boston,  and  in  form  satisfactory  to 
the  Law  Department  of  the  City  of  Boston,  to 


lease  for  post  headquarters  to  Columbia  Post 
No.  51,  American  Legion,  for  the  term  of  five 
years,  at  an  annual  rental  of  one  dollar  a  year,  the 
first  floor  of  building  on  Fourth  street,  South 
Boston,  known  as  Old  Ladder  5,  with  the  right  to 
cancel  said  lease  by  giving  thirty  days'  notice  in 
writing  of  its  intention  so  to  do. 
Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


PROPOSED  ACCEPTANCE  OF  LEE  STREET, 
WARD  11. 

Coun.   ENGLERT   offered  the  following: 
Ordered,    That   the    Board    of   Street    Commis- 
sioners   be    requested,    through    his    Honor    the 
Mayor,  to  lay  out  and  accept  Lee  street,  Ward  11. 
as  a  public  highway. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


LOCKER   BUILDING,   SOUTH   BOSTON. 

Coun.  MAHONEY  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Park  Commission  be  re- 
quested, through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  furnish 
the  City  Council  with  an  estimate  of  the  cost  of 
erecting  a  locker  building,  with  shower  baths,  on 
tlie  property  now  owned  by  the  city  at  the  corner 
of  C  street  and  Broadway,  South  Boston. 
Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


TRAFFIC   SIGNAL,    CHARLESTOWN. 

Coun.  GREEN  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Traffic  Commission  be  re- 
quested, through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  provide 
for  the  installation  of  an  automatic  traffic  signal 
light  at  the  junction  of  Adams  and  Chelsea  streets, 
Charlestown. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


ELMDALE    STREET,    WARD    16. 

Coun.  FISH  offered  the  following: 

Ordered, That  the  Board  of  Street  Commissioners 
be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  lay 
out  and  accept  as  a  public  highway  Elmdale  street, 
Ward  16. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


FLASHING    BEACON,    WARD    15. 

Coun.  KELLY  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Boston  Traffic  Commission  lie 
requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  install 
a  flashing  beacon  at  the  intersection  of  Coleman 
street  and  Quincy  street,  Ward  15. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


FENTON    STREET,    WARD   15. 

Coun.  KELLY  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,   That   the    Board   of   Street   Commis- 
sioners be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor, 
to  accept  and  lay  out  Fenton  street,  Ward  15,  as  a 
puolic  highway. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


BARSTOW    STREET,    WARD    21. 

Coun.  HEIN  offered  tlie  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Board  of  Street  Commis- 
sioners be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor, 
to  accept  and  lav  out  Barstow  street,  Ward  21,  as 
a  public  highway. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


REPAVING    OF    RIVER   STREET. 

Coun.  NORTON  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Public  Works  Commissioner, 

through    his    Honor   the    Mayor,    be    instructed    to 
repave   with   smooth    pavement    liiver   street,   in 
1 1  in  Hyde  Park-Read  vi  lie  section  of  Ward  18. 
I'assed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 
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CITY    COUNCIL. 


REMOVAL  OF  CURVE,  RIVER  STREET. 
Coun.  NORTON  submitted  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Public  Works  Commissioner, 
through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  be  instructed  to 
take  steps  to  remove  the  dangerous  curve  in 
River  street,  Readville,  as  it  rounds  the  Mill 
Pond. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


APPROPRIATION   FOR   OARAGE, 
STATION    14. 

President  McGRATH  called  up,  under  unfinished 
business,  No.  4  on  the  calendar,  viz.: 

4.  Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  $25,000  be,  and 
the  same  hereby  is,  appropriated,  to  be  expended 
under  the  direction  of  the  Police  Commissioner, 
for  the  construction  of  a  garage,  Station  14,  and 
that  to  meet  said  appropriation  the  City  Treasurer 
be  authorized  to  issue,  from  time  to  time,  upon 
request  of  the  Mayor,  bonds  or  certificates  of 
indebtedness  of  the  city  to  said  amount. 

On  April  6,  1931,  the  foregoing  order  was  read 
once  and  passed,  yeas  18,  nays  0. 

The  order  was  given  its  second  and  final  reading 
and  passage,  yeas  20,  nays  0. 


PLAYGROUND,  EAST  EAGLE  STREET. 

President  McGRATH  called  up,  under  unfin- 
ished business,  No.  5  on  the  calendar,  viz.: 

5.  Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  $60,000  be.  and 
the  same  hereby  is,  appropriated,  to  be  expended 
under  the  direction  of  the  Park  Commission,  for 
the  erection  of  a  retaining  wall  along  property 
owned  by  the  city  on  East  Eagle  street,  from 
Glendon  street  to  the  city  yards,  Ward  1,  and  for 
the  erection  of  a  locker  building  and  the  estab- 
lishment of  a  children's  playground  at  the  end  of 
the  existing  playground,  and  that  to  meet  such 
expense  the  City  Treasurer  be  authorized  to 
issue,  from  time  to  time,  at  the  request  of  the 
Mayor,  bonds  or  certificates  of  indebtedness  of 
the  city  to  said  amount. 

On  April  6,  1931,  the  foregoing  order  was  reid 
once  and  passed,  yeas  18,  nays  0. 

The  order  was  given  its  second  and  final  reading 
and  passage,  yeas  10,  nays — Coun.   Norton — 1. 


CONFIRMATION  OF  EXECUTIVE 
APPOINTMENTS. 

President  McGRATH  called  up,  under  un- 
finished business,  No.  1  on  the  calendar,  viz.: 

1.  Action  on  appointments  submitted  by  the 
Mayor  April  13,  1!)31,  of  minor  officers  paid  by 
fees,  as  contained  in  City  Document  No.  54. 

The  question  came  on  confirmation.  Com- 
mittee, Coun.  Hein  and  Fish.  Whole  number  of 
ballots  20,  yeas  20,  and  the  appointments  were 
confirmed. 


ACTION  ON  APPOINTMENT  INDEFI- 
NITELY POSTPONED. 

Coun.  WILSON  called  up,  under  unfinished 
business,  Nos.  6,  7,  8  and  9  on  the  calendar,  viz.: 

6.  Action  on  appointments  submitted  by  the 
Mayor  January  19,  1931,  of  Charles  Johnson  and 
Martin  F.  Foley,  to  be  Constables. 

7.  Action  on  appointment  submitted  by  the 
Mayor  February  2,  1931,  of  Sheppard  M.  Epstein, 
to  be  a  Constable. 

8.  Action  on  appointment  submitted  by  the 
Mayor  March  2,  1931,  of  Ulysses  T.  Sullivan,  to 
be  a  Constable. 

9.  Action  on  appointments  submitted  by  the 
Mayor  March  16,  1931,  of  Edward  F.  Murphy, 
Kenneth  Moore,  Leon  Cominsky  and  Samuel  L. 
Cohen,  to  be  Constables. 

Coun.  WILSON — Mr.  Chairman,  I  move  in- 
definite postponement  on  Nos.  6,  7,  8  and  9,  due 
to  the  fact  that,  even  if  we  acted  favorably,  the 
date  has  run  out. 

The  motion  to  indefinitely  postpone  was  carried. 


RECESS. 

On  motion  of  Coun.  ENGLERT,  the  Council 
voted,  at  3.34  p.  m.,  to  take  a  recess  subject  to  the 
call  of  the  Chair.  The  members  reassembled  in 
the  Council  Chamber  and  were  called  to  order  bv 
President  McGRATH  at  4.30  p.  m. 


EXECUTIVE  COMMITTEE  REPORTS.. 

Coun.  GALLAGHER,  for  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee, submitted  the  following: 

1.  Report  on  petitions  (referred  today)  for 
children  under  fifteen  years  of  age  to  appear  at 
places  of  public  amusement,  viz.: 

Theresa  Doyle,  Charlestown  High  Hall,  May  22; 
Lillafrances  Viles  School  of  Dancing,  Current 
Events'  Clubhouse,  May  2;  Ruth  M.  McShane, 
South  Boston  Municipal  Building,  June  4;  Helen 
V.  Doyle,  Unitarian  Parish  Hall,  May  21:  Lulu 
Philbrook,  Jordan  Hall,  May  21 — that  leave  be 
granted,  under  usual  conditions. 

Report  accepted:  leave  granted  under  usual 
conditions. 

2.  Report  on  order  (referred  today)  accepting 
chapter  210  of  Acts  of  1931,  providing  for  additional 
assistant  clerks  of  Municipal  Court  of  City  of 
Boston  for  Civil  Business — that  same  ought  to  pass. 

Report  accepted:  said  order  passed. 
.  3.  Report  on  message  of  Mayor  and  order 
(referred  today)  that  Superintendent  of  Printing 
be  authorized  to  have  printed  an  edition  of  6,000 
copies  of  "The  Tercentenary  of  the  Founding  of 
Boston" — that  same   ought  to  pass. 

Report  accepted:    said  order  passed. 

4.  Report  on  message  of  Mayor  and  order  (re- 
ferred today)  that  Commissioner  of  Public  Works 
be  authorized  to  dispose  of  second-hand  bricks 
at  an  upset  price  of  $2,500 — that  same  ought  to 
pass. 

Report  accepted;   said  order  passed. 

5.  Report  on  message  of  Mayor  and  order  (re- 
ferred today)  accepting  award  of  $118,000  by 
Transit  Department  of  City  of  Boston  to  City  of 
Moston,  trustee  under  the  will  of  Mary  P.  C. 
Cummings,  as  damages  for  taking  of  premises  No. 
53  North  Market  street  for  tunnel  purposes  by  an 
instrument  recorded  with  Suffolk  Deeds,  August  4, 
1930 — that  same  ought  to  pass. 

Report  accepted:  said  order  passed. 

6.  Report  on  order  (referred  today)  requesting 
Mayor  to  order  Police  Commissioner  to  inforce  all 
laws  relating  to  attendance  of  children  at  theaters 
and  that  the  City  Censor  be  ordered  to  prohibit 
showing  of  any  picture  relating  to  crime  or  sex  at 
Saturday  performances  and  during  any  period  of 
Boston  schools — recommending  passage  of  order 
in  following  new  draft,  viz.: 

Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  requested 
to  instruct  the  City  Censor  to  prohibit  the  showing 
of  any  picture  and  the  display  of  any  poster  or 
advertisement  relating  to  crime  or  sex  at  any  per- 
formance in  theaters  where  children  are  admitted. 

The  order  was  passed. 

7.  Report  on  ordinance  (referred  today)  pro- 
hibiting unnecessary  noises  between  the  hours  of 
lip.  m.  and  7  a.  m. — that  same  ought  to  pass. 

The  report  was  accepted  and  the  question  came 
on  the  passage  of  the  ordinance. 

Coun.  FISH  — Mr.  President,  1  think  eleven 
o'clock  at  night  is  too  early  to  shut  down  on  radios, 
so  1  would  move  that  the  order  be  amended  so  as 
to  read  from  1  a.  m.  to  7  a.  m. 

Coun.  NORTON — Mr.  President,  1  again  object 
to  the  placing  in  this  order  of  a  distance.  There 
is  nothing  in  the  New  York  report  in  regard  to 
placing  a  distance. 

Coun.  Fish's  amendment  was  lost. 

Coun.  MURRAY— Mr.  President,  I  move  that 
it  read  from  twelve  o'clock  midnight  to  seven 
o'clock  a.  m. 

Coun.  Murray's  amendment  was  adopted,  and 
the  ordinance  as  so  amended  was  passed. 


PAYMENT    OF    AID    TO    SOLDIERS    AND 
SAILORS. 

Coun.  NORTON,  for  the  Committee  on  Sol- 
diers' Relief,  submitted  report  recommending  pas- 
sage of  order  for  payment  of  aid  to  soldiers  and 
sailors  and  their  families  in  City  of  Boston  for 
month  of  April,  1931. 

Report  accepted:  said  order  passed. 
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ADVERTISING   FOR   COMPETITIVE    BIDS. 

Coun.  NORTON  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  the  Sup- 
ply Department  and  the  Police  Commissioner  be 
requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  ad- 
vertise for  competitive  bids  for  all  purchases  made 
under  the  appropriations  of  the  City  Council  for 
automobile  equipment  (C-4),  and  office  equipment 
(C-9),  which  appropriations  amount  to  $470,989 
and  5648,525,  respectively,  in  the  1931  budget. 

Coun.  NORTON — Mr.  President,  two  weeks  ago 
we  discussed  the  budget  and  I  filed  a  minority 
report  against  it,  giving  reasons  why  I  was  opposed 
to  it.  At  that  time  I  did  not  mention  specifically 
in  my  remarks  the  Superintendent  of  Supplies  of 
the  City  of  Boston.  I  wish  to  say  that  I  trust 
while  I  am  in  this  body  I  will  never  cause  any  in- 
dividual unwarranted  worry.  I  would  like  to  Bay 
at  this  time,  for  the  purposes  of  the  record,  that,  in 
so  far  as  the  Superintendent  of  Supplies  of  the  City 
of  Boston  is  concerned,  1  am  sure  he  is  a  very 
honorable  and  upright  gentleman  and  has  never 
profited  to  the  extent  of  one  cent  from  any  of  the 
transactions  of  the  City  of  Boston.  However,  so 
far  as  the  Purchasing  Department  is  concerned,  I 
wish  as  a  result  of  two  weeks'  further  study  to  make 
this  statement,  that  I  believe  that  the  City  of 
Boston,  with  approximately  one  half  the  number 
of  automobiles  that  the  Commonwealth  of  Massa- 
chusetts has,  can  supply  its  cars  with  tubes  and 
tires  for  three  years  for  the  prices  we  now  pay  for 
one  year,  if  bidding  is  allowed  on  a  competitive 
basis.  The  Commonwealth,  with  almost  twice  the 
number  of  cars,  spent  last  year  {540,000  on  tubes 
and  tires,  covering  160  times  the  acreage  of  the 
City  of  Boston.  The  City  of  Boston,  with  ap- 
proximately one  one-hundred  and  sixtieth  of  the 
area,  spent  over  $85,000  on  tires  and  tubes.  As  a 
result  of  the  meeting  of  the  Finance  Commission, 
I  think  you  will  find,  since  I  went  into  that  office  to 
ask  certain  questions,  that  the  procedure  in  the 
Purchasing  Department  has  been  changed.  1  now 
claim  that  if  the  Purchasing  Department  would 
follow  the  procedure  that  the  state  follows  a  few 
blocks  up  the  street,  for  the  amount  we  expend 
we  would  get  three  years'  service  instead  of  one. 
Furthermore,  I  would  like  to  see  those  tubes  and 
tires  bought  here  in  Boston  from  the  only  concern 
making  them  in  this  Commonwealth,  that  buys 
fabric  from  Fall  River  and  New  Bedford  and  makes 
it  possible  for  men  to  get  work  there  in  this  Com- 
monwealth, a  concern  that  hires  2,000  people  in 
Chicopee,  Mass.,  for  the  construction  of  its  tires. 
I  believe  that  concern  should  be  dealt  with  on  a 
competitive  basis,  having  the  same  procedure  that 
is  carried  out  in  the  State  House,  and  I  repeat  that 
for  the  price  we  now  pay  in  one  year  in  the  City  of 
Boston  we  can  get  three  years'  service.  That 
seems  like  an  astounding  statement,  colleagues,  but 
I  want  you  to  answer  the  simple  question  that  a 
child  in  the  third  grade  can  answer, — Why  the 
City  of  Boston,  with  one  half  the  number  of  cars 
of  the  Commonwealth  and  traveling  one  one- 
hundred  and  sixtieth  of  the  territory,  should  spend 
over  twice  as  mu3h  in  a  year  for'this  purpose  as  the 
state?  According  to  the  city  budget,  which  this 
Council  passed  unchanged  two  weeks  ago,  the  city 
government  plans  to  expend  $420,988.50  under  the 
item  C-4,  "Equipment,  Motor  Vehicles."  This  is 
exclusive  of  $50,000  in  the  Police  Department 
budget  and  $5,875  in  the  Suffolk  County  budget. 
This  money  will  go  for  purchase  of  passenger  cars, 
trucks,  fire  apparatus  and  certain  motor-driven 
apparatus,  such  as  lawn-mowers  and  street  sweep- 
ers. It  will  also  pay  for  the  purchase  of  tires, 
tubes  and  miscellaneous  automobile  equipment. 
The  Supply  Department  will  do  the  purchasing. 
There  is  no  reason  why  over  90  per  cent  of  this 
amount  cannot  be  expended  under  public  ad- 
vertising and  competitive  bids.  But  if  we  judge 
by  the  record  of  previous  years,  that  will  not  be 
done.  Instead,  ail  of  this  amount  will  be  spent  in 
small  purchases  without  competitive  bidding,  there- 
by violating  the  spirit  and  intent  of  the  city  charter, 
it  is  astounding,  when  we  see  the  progress  that  has 
been  made  in  many  lines  in  the  last  few  years  in 
the  way  of  standardization,  that  such  municipalities 
as  ours  do  not  consider  more  seriously  the  practica- 
bility and  wisdom  of  competitive  bidding.  Here  is 
a  concrete  opportunity  to  save  thousands  of  dollars 
for  the  taxpayer.  If  the  present  administration 
is  honest  in  its  intention  to  keep  public  expendi- 
tures down,  let  it  start  right  in  its  own  back  yard. 
It  cannot  be  said  that  the  Supply  Department  does 
not  know  now  what  the  requirements  of  each 
department  are.     The  explanations  furnished  to 


the  Budget  Commissioner  by  department  heads 
state  clearly  the  intentions  of  each  department. 
To  summarize  them,  the  city  plans  to  purchase 
thirty  passenger  cars,  twenty-two  trucks,  eleven 
pieces  of  fire  apparatus,  two  tractors,  five  street 
sweepers,  eight  lawn-mowers  and  two  compressors. 
As  to  tires,  tubes  and  miscellaneous  automobile 
equipment,  the  records  of  the  Supply  Department 
for  previous  years  will  give  a  pretty  good  idea  of 
how  much  will  be  needed  this  year,  and  group 
purchasing  of  this  equipment  will  be  possible. 
The  same  situation  exists  in  the  item  C-9,  "Office 
Equipment."  The  1931  budget  provides  for  an 
expenditure  of  $26,525  for  this  purpose  and  the 
Police  Department  will  expend  an  additional 
$22,000.  According  to_  the  plans  of  department 
heads,  eighty-six  typewriters,  nine  adding  machines, 
eleven  automatic  time  stamps  and  fifteen  mis- 
cellaneous office  appliances  will  be  purchased. 
Here,  also,  there  is  no  reason  why  the  Supply 
Department  cannot  ask  for  competitive  bids,  to 
the  benefit  of  the  taxpayer.  In  previous  years 
practically  all  of  this  item  was  expended  on  iso- 
lated purchases  of  small  amounts,  according  to  the 
whim  or  favoritism  of  department  heads  and  the 
city  administration.     Thank  you  all. 

Coun.  RUBY — Mr.  President,  might  I  suggest, 
if  there  is  no  objection  on  the  part  of  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  18  (Coun.  Norton),  that  his  order  be 
referred  to  the  Executive  Committee,  and  we  can 
then  ask  the  Superintendent  of  Supplies  as  well  at 
the  Police  Commissioner  to  appear  at  the  next 
meeting,  where  it  may  be  taken  up? 

Coun.  NORTON — I  have  no  objection  to  that, 
Mr.  President. 

The  order  was  referred  to  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee. 


ENFORCEMENT   OF   TRAFFIC  RULES. 

Coun.  NORTON  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Traffic  Commissioner  be 
requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  en- 
force all  traffic  rules  and  regulations,  in  a  fair  and 
impartial  manner,  in  accordance  with  the  state- 
ment given  to  the  press  by  the  Traffic  Commis- 
sioner on  August  19,  1930. 

Coun.  NORTON — Mr.  President,  some  months 
ago  the  Superintendent  of  Public  Works  in  Attle- 
boro  made  a  statement  that  he  had  a  right  to  close 
off  a  street  where  he  wished  to  park  his  car,  to 
prevent  its  being  tagged.  At  that  time  our 
Traffic  Commissioner,  Joseph  A.  Conry,  disagreed 
with  Superintendent  of  Public  Works  Taber  of 
Attleboro,  coming  out  with  a  wonderful  statement 
to  the  press  as  to  what  he  thought  of  the  idea  of 
that  Public  Works  Commissioner.  I  would  like  at 
this  time  to  respectfully  ask  the  opportunity  to 
read  into  the  record  what  Traffic  Commissioner 
Conry  then  said  in  regard  to  the  statement  of  the 
Superintendent  of  Public  Works  of  Attleboro: 

"Public  officials  of  every  kind,"  said  Commis- 
sioner Conry,  "should  show  great  care  that  they 
obey  to  the  letter  all  traffic  regulations.  They 
should  make  themselves  an  example  for  the  public 
to  follow.  It  is  their  manifest  duty  to  obey  every 
regulation  which  is  set  down  for  the  ordinary 
citizen,  and  they  are  entitled  to  no  special  privi- 
leges. When  I  ride  through  the  city,  as  I  do 
every  day,  I  am  continually  cautioning  my  chauf- 
feur to  obey  in  the  strictest  sense  every  rule. 
This  same  responsibility  rests  on  every  public  offi- 
cial. Instead  of  privileges  they  should  obey  the 
rules  in  the  strictest  manner,  as  the  rules  are  made 
for  all  citizens." 

Coun.  RUBY — Mr.  President,  I  regret  that  I 
cannot  agree  with  the  councilor  from  Ward  18  in 
his  order  or  in  the  statement  read  by  him,  quoting 
the  Traffic  Commissioner.  I  believe  there  are 
times  when  certain  rules  and  regulations  must  of 
necessity  be  evaded  with  reference  to  certain  offi- 
cials. While  we  as  members  of  this  body,  not 
being  obliged  to  give  our  full  time  to  the  duties  of 
the  office  to  which  we  have  been  elected,  should 
not  be  immune  from  regulations  which  are  en- 
forced upon  other  private  citizens  of  our  city, 
that  rule  should  not  be  applied  to  a  man  like  our 
chief  executive  who  is  paid  to  give  his  entire  time 
to  the  city  —  and,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  our  present 
Mayor  gives  more  than  the  usual  eight  hours 
daily  to  the  duties  of  his  office.  We  all  know,  the 
councilor  from  Ward  18  knows,  that  his  Honor  the 
Mayor  comes  in  to  City  Hall  invariably  every 
morning  long  before  a  good  number  of  the  men 
and  women  employed  by  the  city  or  by  private 
concerns  or  corporations  are  expected  to  appear, 
and  that  he  is  not  only  engaged  on  the  city's  busi- 


175 


CITY    COUNCIL. 


ness  during  the  day,  but  works  after  hours.  As  a 
matter  of  necessity,  in  carrying  out  the  duties  of 
the  office  to  which  he  has  been  elected,  he  has  to 
travel  at  a  moment's  notice  through  the  different 
parts  of  the  city  on  the  city's  business.  Are  we 
to  say  to  him,  the  Mayor  of  the  City  of  Boston, 
that  he  must  have  his  chauffeur  take  the  auto- 
mobile that  he  uses  for  official  business,  and  put 
it  in  a  private  garage,  to  be  taken  out  when  the 
necessity  arises,  requiring  him  at  a  moment's 
notice  to  go  to  the  different  parts  of  the  city  to 
perform  his  official  duties?  I  say  that  is  unfair 
and  unreasonable.  I  don't  think  it  was  ever  in- 
tended that  the  chief  executive  of  any  city,  who 
is  compelled  to  give  more  than  the  usual  hours  of 
employment  to  his  duties,  and  whose  duties  relate 
to  the  business  of  all  of  us,  should  not  have  a  cer- 
tain amount  of  leeway  in  observing  traffic  regula- 
tions that  can  well  be  applied  to  all  the  rest  of  us. 
As  a  matter  of  fact,  we  who  are  fortunate  enough 
to  own  automobiles  are  privileged  to  park  them 
back  of  this  very  Hall,  although  we  are  lucky  if 
we  get  in  at  nine  o'clock  in  the  morning  to  find  a 
place  where  we  can  park  the  cars  and  keep  them 
undisturbed.  And  we  do  not  have  to  give  our 
entire  time  to  our  official  duties  here.  Was  it  ever 
intended  that  his  Honor  the  Mayor  of  this  city, 
who  is  called  upon  at  all  times  and  at  any  moment 
to  perform  all  sorts  of  duties  connected  with  the 
city's  business,  not  only  his  executive  duties  as 
the  chief  magistrate,  but  attending  to  calls  before 
committees  of  the  Legislature  and  other  places, 
not  on  matters  affecting  him  personally  but  affect- 
ing the  city,  should  not  be  allowed  to  have  his 
chauffeur  place  his  car  in  a  convenient  place  to 
drive  him  to  such  places  where  his  business  calls 
him?  Is  it  expected  that  the  Governor  of  this 
Commonwealth  is  to  be  deprived  of  the  privilege 
of  having  his  car  parked  in  back  of  the  State 
House,  so  that  when  he  may  need  it  for  an  official 
visit  he  can  have  ready  access  to  it?  Is  it  to  be 
expected  that  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  when  he  needs 
a  car  to  carry  him  on  official  business,  shall  be 
compelled  to  hire  a  private  taxi?  I  believe  the 
rules  and  regulations  made  for  the  parking  of  cars 
should  be  enforced,  but  there  are  times  when 
emergencies  or  exigencies  demand  that  a  man  in 
a  certain  position,  such  as  his  Honor  the  Mayor, 
should  be  given  certain  necessary  privileges  in 
matters  of  this  kind. 

President  McGRATH— As  the  Traffic  Commis- 
sioner has  no  right  to  enforce  the  law,  the  Chair 
will  rule  the  order  out  of  order. 

Later  in  the  session  Coun.  NORTON  said: 

Mr.  President,  I  respectfully  request  the  privilege 
of  changing  the  words  in  the  order  from  "Traffic 
Commissioner"  to  "Police  Commissioner." 

The  amendment  was  adopted,  and  the  question 
came  on  the  passage  of  the  order  as  amended. 

Coun.  NORTON— Mr.  President,  I  did  not 
mention  the  name  of  the  chief  executive  of  the 
City  of  Boston  in  my  order.  It  is  a  very  easy 
thing  for  a  man  holding  public  office  to  get  into 
the  news.  A  study  and  survey  of  the  news  columns 
of  the  last  twenty  years  will  show  how  that  it  is 
done  every  day.  All  that  a  person  needs  to  do  is 
to  make  a  sensational  statement  and  tack  it  on 
to  some  commissioner  or  on  to  his  Honor  the 
Mayor,  and  you  immediately  get  into  the  papers. 
So  it  is  easy  enough  to  get  into  the  press,  but  in 
many  cases  it  is  done  in  a  wrongful  way.  Publicity 
is  a  double-edged  sword,  and  I  often  wonder  how 
much  good  it  does.  However,  I  made  no  reference 
to  the  Mayor  in  my  order,  although  his  name  has 
been  brought  into  the  discussion  here.  As  I 
understand  this  question,  it  is  a  simple  matter  of 
enforcing  a  traffic  law  that  is  hard  to  enforce. 
It  is  rather  interesting  on  this  particular  day 
when  this  took  place  that  Michael  Murphy,  a 
longshoreman,  should  have  to  rush  to  the  Relief 
Hospital  to  see  his  boy,  who  was  undergoing  an 
operation,  and  have  his  car  tagged  and  find  it 
necessary  to  spend  two  hours  straightening  the 
thing  out  at  headquarters.  It  is  always  very 
much  easier  to  have  law  enforcement  if  men  in 
public  office  will  take  the  lead  themselves  in  show- 
ing the  way  and  helping  along  the  enforcement 
of  the  law.  I  know  how  it  is  out  my  way.  There 
have  been  several  traffic  lights  installed,  and  the 
residents  congregated  on  the  corners  will  say, 
when  my  machine  comes  along,  "  I  wonder  whether 
he  will  observe  the  lights?  Of  course,  Norton  will 
not  be  stopped!  "  And  so  I  have  to  be  extraor- 
dinarily careful  in  that  district.  Three  months 
ago,  in  New  York  City,  the  Mayor  of  the  city 
was  in  the  shop  of  a  tonsorial  artist  in  the  Commo- 
dore Hotel,  and  his  car  was  tagged — or  I  believe 
he  was  in  the  car  of  Commissioner  Whalen,  but 


he  said,  "I  want  to  be  treated  the  same  as  every- 
body else."  It  is  all  right,  of  course,  for  the 
Mayor  or  any  prominent  official  to  have  a  parking 
place.  Fine!  I  believe  the  Mayor's  car  should 
be  handy  to  the  Hall,  so  that  he  can  go  anywhere 
he  pleases  and  have  quick  access  to  the  car.  But 
when  we  dissect  the  incident  of  the  other  day, 
if  you  are  going  to  bring  the  chief  executive  into 
it,  according  to  the  stories,  the  Mayor's  car  was 
placed  in  a  double  line  near  a  barber  shop  across 
the  street,  making  the  position  of  the  unfortunate 
individual  whose  car  might  be  inside  particularly 
hard.  Also,  we  have  here  such  a  case  as  was 
referred  to  by  the  Traffic  Commissioner  of  Boston 
himself,  where  he  remonstrated  with  an  official 
of  another  city  who  desired  to  claim  exemption 
for  himself  from  the  treatment  accorded  to  others. 
What  we  ask  here  is  that  the  views  of  the  Traffic 
Commissioner  of  Boston  in  regard  to  the  parking 
of  cars  be  carried  out. 

Coun.  WILSON — Mr.  President,  strange  as  it 
may  seem,  I  intend  to  vote  for  this  particular 
order,  but  in  doing  so  I  discount  perhaps  some- 
thing of  the  motives  with  which  it  was  introduced. 
If  I  heard  the  order  read  correctly,  it  merely  asks 
the  Police  Commissioner  of  the  City  of  Boston  to 
enforce  the  traffic  regulations  in  a  fair  and  im- 
partial manner.  I  do  not  agree  that  the  wording 
of  that  order  would  necessarily  include  the  chief 
executive  of  this  city  who,  because  of  the  nature 
of  his  business  and  his  multifarious  duties,  may 
very  well  at  times  be  treated  differently  from  the 
average  citizen.  For  example,  at  the  present 
time  he  is  doing  the  honors  to  a  representative  of 
a  foreign  power.  He  has  many  and  varied  duties 
to  perform  on  behalf  of  the  city,  and  is  therefore 
in  an  unusual  position.  I  do  not  believe  that  a 
fair  and  impartial  carrying  out  of  the  traffic  rules 
would  prevent  the  parking  of  his  car  in  front  of 
City  Hall,  where  it  belongs.  But  I  shall  vote  for 
the  order,  trusting  that  the  fair  and  impartial 
carrying  out  of  the  regulations  will  include  the 
doings  of  the  Checker  Taxicab  Company,  which 
continually  at  the  North,  South  and  Back  Bay- 
Stations  parks  its  cars  without  regard  to  private 
rights,  whether  in  single  or  double  line,  doing 
as  it  pleases  also  at  such  hotels  as  the  Copley- 
Plaza,  the  Statler,  and  so  on.  You  find  its  cars 
there  not  only  in  double  but  in  triple  lines.  So  I 
shall  vote  for  an  order  that  requests  that  the 
traffic  rules  be  enforced  in  a  fair  and  impartial 
manner,  not  feeling  that  such  enforcement  would 
at  all  interfere  with  the  treatment  that  should  be 
accorded  to  the  chief  executive  of  the  City  of 
Boston.  I  do  feel,  however,  that  the  regulations 
should  be  enforced  in  a  fair  and  reasonable  manner 
at  the  railway  terminals  and  hotels  of  this  city, 
and  that  there  should  be  no  favored  taxicab  com- 
pany that  can  violate  them  in  this  city  with- 
impunity. 

The  order  as  amended  was  passed  under  sus- 
pension  of  the  rule. 


ERECTION    OP    NEW    SCHOOL. 

Coun.  GREEN  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  School  Committee  be  re- 
quested, through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  pro- 
ceed immediately  with  the  erection  of  the  proposed 
intermediate  school  on  Eden  and  Walker  streets, 
Charleston  n,  as  a  means  of  relieving  unemplo3*ment. 

Coun.  GREEX — Mr.  President,  this  is  a  matter 
in  which  the  people  of  my  district  are  vitally  in- 
terested. J'his  proposed  building  has  been  hang- 
ing fire  now  for  a  good  many  mouths.  I  am  re- 
ferring to  the  Junior  High  School  in  Charlestown. 
The  bids  are  in,  but  the  contract  has  not  been 
awarded.  It  will  mean  placing  hundreds  of  men 
at  work  in  my  district  and  helping  to  relieve  the 
unemployment  situation,  besides  furnishing  a 
building  that  is  sorely  needed  in  the  district.  I 
hope  the  order  n  ill  be  passed  under  suspension  of 
the  rule. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
the  rule. 


FENCING  OF  FRANKLIN  FIELD  TENNIS 
COURTS. 

Coun.  RUBY  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Park  Commission  be  re- 
quested, through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  erect  a 
fence  around  the  tennis  courts  on  Franklin  Field. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


Adjourned,  at  4.56  p.  m.,  on  motion  of  Coun. 
MAHONEY,  to  meet  on  Monday,  May  4,  1931,  at 
2   p.   m. 
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Proceedings  of  City  Council. 


Monday,  May  4,  1931. 

Regular  meeting  of  the  City  Council  in  the 
Council  Chamber,  City  Hall,  at  2  p.  m.,  President 
McGRATH  in  the  chair.  Absent,  Coun.  Cox  and 
Mahoney. 


JURORS   DRAWN. 

Jurors  were  drawn  under  the  law,  Coun  RUBY 
presiding  at  the  box  in  the  absence  of  his  Honor  the 
Mayor,  as  follows: 

Thirty  traverse  jurors,  Superior  Criminal  Court, 
First  Session,  to  appear  June  1,  1931: 

Frank  J.  Coleman,  Ward  1;  Daniel  Coughlin, 
Ward  2;  Peter  J.  Hughes,  Ward  2;  Daniel  Saunders, 
Ward  2;  Stephen  Foti,  Ward  3;  John  F.  Walsh, 
Ward  5;  John  A.  Roche,  Ward  7;  Thomas  J.  Roche, 
Ward  7;  Edward  J.  Barry,  Ward  8;  Herbert  E. 
Parker,  Ward  8;  Leopold  A.  Marks,  Ward  9; 
John  F.  White,  Ward  9;  Otto  Kruse,  Ward  10; 
William  J.  Cheney,  Jr.,  Ward  11;  Hugh  Shiels, 
Ward  11;  Edward  A.  Vessehlik,  Ward  11;  Donald 
A.  Allen,  Ward  12;  James  E.  Walsh,  Ward  13; 
Richard  P.  Morrissey,  Jr.,  Ward  13;  Charles  Kline, 
Ward  14;  Peter  Friary,  Jr.,  Ward  15;  John  M. 
Wigmore,  Ward  15;  Gerard  E.  Fallon,  Ward  16; 
William  A.  Connolly,  Ward  16;  Richard  J.  Sutton, 
Ward  18;  Charles  E.  Turner,  Ward  18;  Edward  H. 
Lochr,  Ward  19;  John  E.  McCombie,  Ward  20; 
John  F.  Vaughn,  Ward  16;  Daniel  J.  Smith,  Ward 
22. 

Three  traverse  jurors,  Superior  Criminal  Court, 
Second  Session,  to  appear  June  8,  1931: 

William  E.  Higgins,  Ward  10;  Frank  J.  Krel, 
Ward  13;  Dennis  A:  O'Neil,  Ward  22. 

Thirty  traverse  jurors,  Superior  Criminal  Court, 
Third  Session,  to  appear  June  8,  1931: 

William  Goldenberg,  Ward  1;  August  Paulson, 
Ward  1;  John  J.  Welch,  Ward  1;  John  M.  Coyne, 
Ward  2;  John  L.  Barbera,  Ward  3;  Frank  A. 
Chase,  Ward  5;  Richard  J.  Gibbs,  Ward  6;  James 
A.  Linehan,  Ward  7;  Bartholomew  G.  Gorman, 
Ward  8;  Michael  B.  Plunkett,  Ward  11;  Henry  M. 
Wyzanski,  Ward  11;  Daniel  Hershman,  Ward  12; 
Francis  X.  Kelley,  Ward  12;  William  F.  Flynn, 
Ward  14;  William  J.  Orvitte,  Ward  14;  Ellis  F. 
Harrison,  Ward  16;  John  F.  Barry,  Ward  17; 
Charles  E.  Colcord,  Ward  17;  Henry  P.  Dreyer, 
Ward  17;  Warren  F.  Fowler,  Ward  18;  Harry  W. 
Waite,  Ward  18;  Lester  E.  Britton,  Ward  19; 
Herbert  F.  Higgins,  Ward  19;  John  M.  Fennell, 
Ward  20;  William  J.  Hucksam,  Ward  20;  Walter  W. 
Lang,  Ward  20;  Walter  E.  Levridge,  Ward  20; 
Arthur  R.  Stanlev,  Ward  20;  James  J.  Phelan, 
Ward  21;  William  J.  Gallagher,  Ward  22. 

Thirty  traverse  jurors,  Superior  Criminal  Court, 
Fourth  Session,  to  appear  June  1,  1931: 

Charles  J.  Donnelly,  Ward  1;  John  B.  Stasio, 
Ward  1;  Arthur  J.  McLean,  Ward  2;  Owen  E. 
Meehan,  Ward  2;  James  J.  Riordan,  Ward  2; 
Harry  J.  Waters,  Ward  4;  Charles  Brice,  Ward  5; 
Leo  V.  Dunford,  Ward  6;  John  P.  Lynch.  Ward  6; 
Patrick  F.  Quinn,  Ward  6;  James  P.  Coffey,  Ward 
7;  Walter  T.  Doyle,  Ward  7;  Thomas  H.  Griffin, 
Ward  7;  Joseph  P.  Cullinane,  Ward  10;  Nicholas  A. 
Enright,  Ward  10;  Michael  F.  Gilfeather,  Ward  11; 
Paul  N.  Sargent,  Ward  11;  William  J.  Wheelock, 
Ward  12;  James  D.  Murphy,  Ward  13;  George  B. 
Gallagher,  Ward  14;  Jacob  Goldman,  Ward  14; 
William  Campbell,  Ward  15;  John  J.  Dineen, 
Ward  16;  Reginald  N.  Bennett,  Ward  18;  Edward 
G.  Fowler,  Ward  18;  John  H.  Wittekind,  Ward  IS; 
Edward  W.  Manning,  Ward  19;  Thomas  J.  Kelley, 
Ward  20;  Edward  J.  Brennan,  Ward  21;  Walter  S. 
Woodsman,  Ward  21. 

Thirty  traverse  jurors,  Superior  Criminal  Court, 
Fifth  Session,  to  appear  June  1,  1931: 

Edward  A.  Crowley,  Ward  1;  Frank  C.  Humph- 
rey, Ward  1;  John  F.  O'Neill,  Ward  1;  Eugene 
Murphy,  Ward  2;  Howard  C.  Ellinwood,  Ward  4; 
William  Wardie,  Ward  5;  John  F.  Griffin,  Ward  7; 
William  F.  Healy,  Jr.,  Ward  7;  John  J.  Tierney, 


Ward  7;  Arthur  E.  Sterritt,  Ward  7;  Charles  A 
Peterson,  Ward  8;  William  C.  Kemmett,  Ward  9; 
Thomas  J.  Mullen,  Ward  10;  William  J.  Sheils, 
Ward  10;  Francis  M.  Ruck,  Ward  11;  Robert  V. 
Brooking,  Ward  12;  Edward  F.  Barnes,  Ward  13; 
Joseph  M.  Dever,  Ward  13;  Frederick  E.  Marshall, 
Ward  13;  John  J.  O'Brien,  Ward  13;  Francis  H. 
Foley,  Ward  14;  Hyman  Goldman,  Ward  14; 
Henry  Z.  Stone,  Ward  14;  Frederick  J.  Reuter, 
Ward  17;  Herman  L.  Stearns,  Ward  17;  John  Wil- 
bur Day,  Ward  18;  John  J.  Donovan,  Ward  18; 
Edward  J.  Sharkey,  Ward  20;  Alexander  W. 
Marvin,  Ward  21;  Charles  H.  Davis,  Ward  22. 

Twenty-nine  traverse  jurors,  Superior  Civil 
Court,  First  Session,  April  Sitting,  to  appear  June 
1,  1931: 

William  Needham,  Jr.,  Ward  1;  Patrick  Onesimo, 
Ward  1;  Edward  P.  Murphy,  Ward  2;  Elmer  J. 
Grimes,  Ward  3;  Clarence  E.  Seaver,  Ward  4; 
Joseph  P.  Kennedy,  Ward  5;  Charles  E.  Brady, 
Ward  6;  Robert  J.  Crane,  Ward  7;  Fred  F.  Huck- 
sam, Ward  9;  Redmond  C.  Dolan,  Ward  10; 
William  John  O'Brien,  Ward  10;  Henry  J.  Manley, 
Ward  11;  Charles  Kadis,  Ward  12;  Julius  G. 
Feldman,  Ward  14;  Thomas  M.  Fitzgerald,  Ward 
14;  Eugene  T.  O'Keefe,  Ward  15;  John  G.  Lane, 
Ward  15;  Charles  L.  Young,  Ward  15;  Frank  M. 
Harvey,  Ward  16;  Levi  A.  LeCain,  Ward  17; 
Frank  H.  Baker,  Ward  18;  William  J.  Cheesean, 
Ward  18;  James  W.  Anderson,  Ward  19;  Alfred  G. 
Heidke,  Ward  19;  C.  Edmund  Zeigler,  Ward  19; 
Edward  G.  Noonan,  Ward  20;  Patrick  J.  Noonan, 
Ward  20;  John  H.  Wills,  Ward  20;  Henry  S.  Bowen, 
Ward  21. 

Twenty- three  traverse  jurors,  Superior  Civil 
Court,  Second  Session,  April  Sitting,  to  appear 
Junel,  1931: 

Walter  E.  McDonald,  Ward  1;  Richard  J. 
Murphy,  Ward  2;  Harold  B.  Wilbur,  Ward  4; 
James  O.  Bangs,  Ward  5;  Robert  F.  Donovan, 
Ward  6;  Thomas  A.  Kenney,  Ward  6;  James  W. 
Warren,  Ward  6:  John  T.  Day,  Ward  8;  Roderick 
Tate,  Ward  S;  Ernest  S.  Morrell,  Ward  9;  Thomas 
Flanagan,  Ward  10;  Daniel  B.  Cannon,  Ward  11; 
Albert  G.  Gerke,  Ward  11;  Hyman  P.  Halsband, 
Ward  14;  Charles  Kadetsky,  Ward  14;  Edward  A. 
O'Donnell,  Ward  17;  Peter  Olsson,  Ward  17; 
James  W.  Cairns,  Ward  18;  William  J.  O'Connell, 
Ward  18;  James  F.  Menard,  Ward  18;  Frank  C. 
Both,  Ward  18;  William  A.  Peck,  Ward  20; 
George  H.  Carleton,  Ward  22. 

Twenty-five  traverse  jurors,  -  Superior  Civil 
Court,  Third  Session,  April  Sitting,  to  appear 
June  1,  1931: 

William  E.  Elton,  Ward  1;  Francis  Hawkins, 
Ward  2;  Thomas  F.  McNamara,  Ward  2;  Cornelius 
J.  Buckley,  Ward  3;  Everett  W.  Gilpatrick, 
Ward  4;  Walter  A.  Brown,  Ward  5;  William 
A.  Coblenz,  Ward  5;  Charles  L.  Forristall,  Ward 
5;  Ralph  L.  Harlow,  Ward  5;  Daniel  F.  Whelton, 
Ward  6;  Martin  F.  Philben,  Ward  7;  Lawrence  L. 
Greene,  Ward  9;  David  I.  O'Connor,  Ward  10; 
John  P.  Kelley,  Ward  11;  Oliver  J.  Molineaux, 
Ward  12;  Peter  Burns,  Ward  13;  Alfred  E. 
Goldberg,  Ward  14;  William  P.  Morrissey,  Ward 
15;  Timothy  J.  Hourihan,  Ward  16;  Richard  C. 
Smith,  Ward  17;  George  W.  Tacey,  Ward  18; 
Robert  W.  Johnson,  Ward  20;  Harrv  E.  Simpson, 
Ward  20;  Waldo  J.  Fisher,  Ward  21;  Frank  H. 
Mooney,  Ward  22. 

Twenty-nine  traverse  jurors,  Superior  Civil 
Court,  Fourth  Session,  April  Sitting,  to  appear 
June  1,  1931: 

Philip  Fahey,  Ward  1;  Burns  I.  Goodwin,  Ward 
1;  George  V.  Murphy,  Ward  1;  Federico  Festa, 
Ward  3;  Josepn  A.  Flaherty,  Ward  4;  John  J. 
Hurlburt,  Ward  5;  Edwin  M.  Newton,  Ward  5; 
William  Dana  Orcutt,  Ward  5;  Ralph  M.  George, 
Ward  7;  George  Wilson,  Ward  7;  Michael  J. 
Sullivan,  Ward  9;  Roger  F.  Farrell,  Ward  10; 
Daniel  J.  McCarthy,  Ward  10;  Harry  J.  Wilfert, 
Ward  10;  James  F.  Kingwell,  Ward  12;  Joseph  F. 
Bannon,  Ward  14;  Melvin  T.  Rogers,  Ward  14; 
Julius  Stone,  Ward  14;  Abraham  B.  Zimmerman, 
Ward  14;  David  Bretman,  Ward  15;  Robert  A. 
Bishop,  Ward  16;  Gerard  C.  Crowley,  Ward  16; 
Benjamin  Lipman,  Ward  17;  John  Flynn,  Ward  19; 
Christopher  R.  Sheehan,  Ward  19;  William  C. 
Albrecht,  Ward  20;  John  H.  Anderson,  Ward  20; 
Joseph  M.  Tracy,  Ward  20;  Michael  J.  Casey, 
Ward  21. 
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Twenty-seven  traverse  jurors,  Superior  Civil 
Court,  Fifth  Session,  April  Sitting,  to  appear  June 
1,  1931: 

Stratford  L.  Leahy,  Ward  2;  James  R.  Prentice, 
Ward  4;  Dennis  F.  Noonan,  Ward  4;  Albert  L. 
Strack,  Ward  4;  Stephen  A.  Koshland,  Ward  5; 
Henry  Frederick  Lesh,  Ward  5;  George  M.  Wag- 
gett,  Ward  6;  William  F.  White,  Ward  6;  Thomas 
A.  Bridges,  Ward  8;  Daniel  E.  Cotter,  Jr.,  Ward  8; 
Martin  E.  Kelly,  Ward  11;  Jeremiah  E.  Mahoney, 
Ward  11;  Robert  H.  Rice,  Ward  13;  Earle  F. 
Cashen,  Ward  14;  Martin  S.  Cosgrove,  Ward  14; 
William  J.  Mills,  Ward  14;  James  J.  Galvin,  Ward 
15;  Bartram  S.  Rosen,  Ward  17;  William  D.  Wills, 
Ward  17;  Augustus  W.  Dwight,  Ward  18;  Carl 
G.  H.  Johnson,  Ward  18;  Robert  J.  Dunlap,  Ward 
19;  William  L.  Rogers,  Ward  19;  Elihue  A.  Bradley, 
Ward  20;  Edmund  R.  Peters,  Ward  20;  William 
F.  Donga,  Ward  21;  Frederick  Meyers,  Ward  21. 

Twenty  traverse  jurors,  Superior  Civil  Court, 
Sixth  Session,  April  Sitting,  to  appear  June  1, 
1931: 

John  A.  Culbert,  Ward  1;  George  H.  Gillen, 
Ward  2;  Staunton  B.  Moran,  Ward  3;  Ira  W. 
Shapiro,  Ward  5;  William  M.  Lee,  Ward  7;  Charles 
J.  Vuilleumier,  Ward  7;  Thomas  J.  Crosby,  Ward 
8;  Joseph  A.  Lorenz,  Ward  10;  William  J.  Davis, 
Ward  12;  John  O'Connell,  Ward  13;  Francis  R. 
Scully,  Ward  15;  John  W.  Koelsch,  Ward  16; 
Charles  F.  McCoy,  Jr.,  Ward  16;  Michael  J.  White, 
Ward  16;  George  R.  Totman,  Ward  17;  Julius 
Deichert,  Ward  18;  John  C.  Johnstone,  Ward  18; 
George  H.  Julian,  Ward  18;  Russell  V.  Matthews, 
Ward  20;  Harry  J.  Grimes,  Ward  21. 

Twenty-six  traverse  jurors,  Superior  Civil  Court, 
Seventh  Session,  April  Sitting,  to  appear  June  1, 
1931: 

John  W.  Nickerson,  Ward  1;  John  W.  Sampson, 
Ward  1;  Walter  Burns,  Ward  3;  Fred  H.  Freeman, 
Ward  3;  Joseph  C.  Gagnon,  Ward  4;  Daniel  F. 
O'Neil,  Ward  4;  Adolph  H.  Reinhardt,  Ward  4: 
Robert  E.  Brewer,  Ward  5;  Fred  J.  Cannata,  Ward 
6;  Charles  R.  Sims,  Ward  6;  George  W.  Walker, 
Ward  7;  John  S.  Bonner,  Ward  10;  Edgar  B.  Pitts, 
Ward  10;  Joseph  B.  Doucet,  Ward  11;  John  .). 
Greene,  Ward  12;  Robert  Hootstein,  Ward  14; 
Joseph  A.  Carroll,  Ward  16;  William  F.  Driscoll, 
Ward  16;  John  J.  Hurley,  Ward  16;  Harry  E.  Lord, 
Ward  16;  Samuel  J.  Cahill,  Ward  17;  Joseph  A. 
Mulkern,  Ward  19;  Charles  E.  Reddish,  Ward  19; 
Austin  J.  Freeley,  Ward  20;  Benjamin  B  Perkins, 
Ward  20;  Henry  J.  Jordan,  Ward  22. 


BEQUEST    FROM    JOHN    HARLESTON 

PARKER. 
The  following  was  received: 

Citv  of  Boston, 
Office   of   the   Mayor,    May   4,    1931. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — Mr.  John  Harleston  Parker,  who 
by  a  gift  to  the  City  of  Boston  in  1921  established 
a  fund  for  the  improvement  of  architecture, 
left  by  his  will  an  additional  sum  to  be  added  to 
the  original  gift.  I  recommend  the  passage  of 
the  accompanying  order  accepting  the  bequest. 
Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

Ordered,  That  the  bequest  to  the  City  of  Boston 
under  the  will  of  John  Harleston  Parker,  of  fifteen 
hundred  dollars,  to  be  added  to  the  fund  estab- 
lished in  1921  and  known  as  the  Harleston  Parker 
Medal,  be,  and  hereby  is,  accepted;  said  amount 
to  be  added  to  the  J.  Harleston  Parker  Medal 
Fund,  and  to  be  held  in  trust  and  the  income 
expended  in  accordance  with  the  terms  of  the 
original  gift  of  one  thousand  dollars  accepted  by 
an  order  of  the  City  Council  passed  December  5, 
1921,  and  approved  bv  the  Mayor  December  7, 
1921. 

Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 


APPROPRIATION   FOR   PORT   DIFFEREN- 
TIAL  CASE. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  April  30,  1931. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — -I  beg  to  forward  herewith  commu- 
nication received  from  the  Corporation  Counsel 


setting  forth  the  needs  of  additional  funds  for  the 
conduct  of  the  port  differential  case  and  respect- 
fully recommend  the  adoption  of  the  accompanying 
order. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Law  Department,  April  29,  1931. 
Hon.  James  M.  Curley, 

_  Mayor  of  Boston. 
Dear  Sir, —  It  will  be  necessary  for  this  de- 
partment to  ask  for  additional  funds  to  carry  on 
the  present  port  differential  case,  as  the  appro- 
priation of  $25,000  made  by  the  City  Council  is 
almost  completely  exhausted.  I  am,  therefore, 
inclosing  herewith  an  order  seeking  a  further 
appropriation  of  $25,000  for  this  purpose. 
Very  truly  yours, 

Samuel  Silverman, 
Corporation  Counsel. 

Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  twenty-five  thousand 
dollars  be,  and  the  same  hereby  is,  appropriated, 
to  be  expended  under  the  direction  of  the  Corpora- 
tion Counsel,  with  the  approval  of  the  Mayor, 
for  expenses  incurred  and  to  be  incurred  for  the 
employment  of  special  counsel,  accountants, 
clerical  assistants  and  other  employees  and  for  all 
other  necessary  and  proper  expenditures  incidental 
to  the  prosecution  of  the  petition  and  complaint 
filed  by  the  City  of  Boston  with  the  Interstate 
Commerce  Commission  relative  to  the  elimination 
of  port  differentials,  said  sum  to  be  charged  to  the 
Reserve  Fund. 

Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 


RECONSTRUCTION   OF   ACCEPTED 
STREETS. 
The  following  was  received: 

Citv  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  Ma v  4,  1931. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen,—  Chapter  249  of  the  Acts  of  1931. 
a  copy  of  which  is  transmitted  herewith,  authorizes 
the  city  to  borrow  for  the  reconstruction  of  accepted 
streets  S500.000  outside  the  debt  limit  and  8500,000 
inside  the  debt  limit.  The  act  requires  acceptance 
by  the  City  Council,  and  I  accordingly  recommend 
the  passage  of  the  accompanying  three  orders 
providing  for  such  acceptance  and  for  the  borrowing 
of  the  money. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

Ordered,  That  chapter  249  of  the  Acts  of  1931, 
entitled  "An  Act  authorizing  the  City  of  Boston 
to  borrow  money  for  the  Reconstruction  of  Streets" 
be,  and  hereby  is,  accepted. 

Ordered,  That  under  the  authority  of  chapter 
249  of  the  Acts  of  1931,  the  sum  of  $500,000  be, 
and  the  same  hereby  is,  appropriated,  to  be 
expended  by  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Works, 
for  Reconstruction  of  Streets,  and  that  to  meet 
said  appropriation  the  City  Treasurer  be  authorized 
to  issue,  from  time  to  time,  on  request  of  the 
Mayor,  bonds  or  certificates  of  indebtedness  of 
the  City  of  Boston  to  said  amount. 

Ordered,  That  under  the  authority  of  chapter 
249  of  the  Acts  of  1931,  the  sum  of  $500,000  be, 
and  the  same  hereby  is,  appropriated,  to  be 
expended  by  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Works, 
for  Reconstruction  of  Streets,  and  that  to  meet 
said  appropriation  the  City  Treasurer  be  author- 
ized to  issue,  from  time  to  time,  on  request  of 
the  Mayor,  bonds  or  certificates  of  indebtedness 
of  the  City  of  Boston  to  said  amount,  the  same 
to   be   issued   outside   the   limit    of   indebtedness. 

Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 


APPROPRIATION   FOR   AIRPORT. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office   of   the   Mayor,   May  4,   1931. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — Chapter  271  of  the  Acts  of  1931, 
a  copy  of  which  is  transmitted  herewith,  author- 
izes the  City  of  Boston  to  borrow  money  for  air- 
port purposes. 


MAY    4,    1931, 
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This  act  requires  acceptance  by  the  City  Coun- 
cil, and  I  accordingly  recommend  the  passage  of 
the  accompanying  order  for  its  acceptance,  and  an 
order  for  a  loan  of  $1,250,000  outside  the  limit  of 
indebtedness,  as  authorized  by  said  act. 
Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

Ordered,  That  chapter  271  of  the  Acts  of  1931, 
entitled  "An  Act  authorizing  the  City  of  Boston 
to  borrow  money  for  Airport  Purposes"  be,  and 
hereby  is,  accepted. 

Ordered,  That  under  the  provisions  of  chapter 
271  of  the  Acts  of  1931,  the  sum  of  $1,250,000  be, 
and  hereby  is,  appropriated,  to  be  expended  under 
the  direction  of  the  Park  Commissioners,  for 
Airport  Improvements,  and  that  to  meet  said 
appropriation  the  City  Treasurer  be  authorized 
to  issue,  from  time  to  time,  with  the  consent  of  the 
Mayor,  bonds  or  certificates  of  indebtedness  of 
the  city  to  said  amount,  the  same  to  be  outside  the 
statutory  limit   of   indebtedness. 

Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 


APPROPRIATION   FOR  EMPLOYMENT 

BUREAU. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  April  30,  1931. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  beg  to  submit  herewith  report 
of  the  Director  of  the  Employment  Bureau 
setting  forth  the  need  of  additional  funds  for  the 
conduct  of  the  activities  of  the  said  bureau  and 
respectfully  recommend  the  adoption  of  the 
accompanying  order. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Employment  Bureau,  April  27,  1931. 
Hon.  James  M.  Curley, 

Mayor  of  Boston. 
Dear  Mr.   Mayor, —  The   Employment   Bureau 
in   1930  had  an  appropriation   of  $25,000.     This 
covered  the  salaries  of  eleven  employees  and  the 
very  necessary  stationery  and  office  supplies. 

For  1931  we  have  four  additional  employees, 
which  means  an  increase  of  $7,600  in  our  pay  roll. 
We  also  have  a  Ford  car  and  a  much  larger  ex- 
penditure for  office  supplies  caused  by  the 
increased  depression  which  the  United  States 
Unemployment  Commission  places  at  149  per  cent 
greater  than  at  this  time  last  year. 

To  meet  this  increase,  I  am  respectfully  re- 
questing an  appropriation  of  $30,000  in  addition 
to  the  $5,000  already  appropriated  for  the  year 
1931. 

Respectfully, 

John  J.  Shields, 

Director. 

Ordered,  That  a  sum  not  in  excess  of  $30,000  be, 
and  hereby  is,  appropriated,  to  be  expended  by  the 
Municipal  Employment  Bureau,  under  the  direction 
of  the  Mayor,  in  the  prosecution  of  its  duties,  said 
sum  to  be  charged  to  the  Reserve  Fund. 

Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 


NEW  POLICE   STATIONS. 

The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  May  4,  1931. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, —  On  March  3,  1931,  your  honorable 
body  passed  two  loan  orders,  each  in  the  sum  of 
$350,000,  for  new  police  stations  in  the  West  End 
and  South  End  districts  of  the  city. 

These  orders  provided  that  the  amounts  au- 
thorized be  expended  under  the  direction  of  the 
Police  Commissioner.  This  provision  is  not  in 
accord  with  section  8,  chapter  291,  of  the  Acts  of 
1906,  which  provides,  "the  city  of  Boston  shall 
provide  all  such  accommodations  for  the  police 
of  said  city  as  said  police  commissioner  may 
require." 

From  the  language  of  this  statute  it  is  evident 
that  the  construction  of  new  police  buildings 
does    not    come    within    the    jurisdiction    of    the 


Police  Commissioner.  The  responsibility  of  this 
official  is  limited  to  the  maintenance  and  upkeep 
of  buildings  after  they  have  been  constructed  and 
officially  turned  over  to  his  department. 

The  supervision  of  the  construction  of  new 
buildings  is  a  function  which  properly  belongs  to 
the  Superintendent  of  Public  Buildings.  In  order 
that  the  statutory  provisions  may  be  correctly 
observed,  I  recommend  that  the  orders  in  question 
be  rescinded.  In  the  event  of  such  action  being 
taken  by  the  City  Council,  it  is  my  intention  to 
submit  two  new  orders  providing  that  the  necessary 
amounts  be  expended  under  the  direction  of  this 
latter  official. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

Ordered,  That  the  order  passed  by  the  City 
Council  March  2,  1931,  and  approved  by  the 
Mayor  March  8,  1931,  for  a  loan  of  $350,000, 
to  be  expended  under  the  direction  of  the  Police 
Commissioner,  for  New  Police  Station,  West  End 
district,  be,  and  the  same  hereby  is,  rescinded. 

Ordered,  That  the  order  passed  by  the  City 
Council  March  2,  1931,  and  approved  by  the 
Mayor  March  3,  1931,  for  a  loan  of  $350,000, 
to  be  expended  under  the  direction  of  the  Police 
Commissioner,  for  New  Police  Station  and  Garage, 
Divisions  4  and  5,  be,  and  the  same  hereby  is, 
rescinded. 

Coun.  FITZGERALD— Mr.  President,  I  most 
respectfully  request  that  that  matter  be  post- 
poned until  the  next  meeting  of  the  Council. 

President  McG  RATH— The  matter  will  be 
referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 


GARAGE   FOR  POLICE   DEPARTMENT. 

The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  April  28,  1931. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  beg  to  return  herewith,  without 
my  approval,  order  adopted  by  the  City  Council 
under  date  of  April  27,  1931,  for  the  reason  that 
section  S,  chapter  291,  of  the  Acts  of  1906,  pro- 
vides that  the  City  of  Boston  shall  provide  all 
accommodations  for  the  Police  Department. 
Due  to  a  clerical  error  the  order  adopted  by  the 
City  Council  provided  that  this  work  shall  be 
under  the  direction  of  the  Police  Commissioner. 

It  has  been  the  custom  for  the  Superintendent 
of  Public  Buildings  to  direct  the  erection  of  public 
buildings  for  the  Police  Department  and  in  my 
opinion  the  appropriation  for  a  garage  for  Station 
14  should  be  expended  under  the  direction  of  the 
Superintendent  of  Public  Buildings.  I  accord- 
ingly recommend  the  adoption  of  the  accompanying 
order  in  substitution  for  the  order  which  I  have  this 
day  refused  to  approve. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  $25,000  be,  and  the 
same  hereby  is,  appropriated,  to  be  expended 
under  the  direction  of  the  Superintendent  of 
Public  Buildings,  for  the  construction  of  a  Garage, 
Station  14,  and  that  to  meet  said  appropriation 
the  City  Treasurer  be  authorized  to  issue,  from 
time  to  time,  upon  request  of  the  Mayor,  bonds  or 
certificates  of  indebtedness  of  the  city  to  said 
amount. 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 


LOAN   FOR  ALBANY   STREET   BRIDGE. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  May  4,  1931. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  am  in  receipt  of  the  attached 
communication  from  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  in  which  he  points  out  the  urgent  necessity 
for  rebuilding  the  bridge  over  the  railroad  tracks  at 
Albany  street. 

The  estimated  cost  of  the  necessary  work  is 
$40,000,  and  I  submit  herewith  a  loan  order 
for  this  amount,  which  I  respectfully  recommend 
be  adopted  by  your  honorable  body. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 
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City  of  Boston, 
Public  Works  Department,  April  30,  1931. 
To  His  Honor  the  Mayor. 

The  bridge  over  the  railroad  tracks  at  Albany 
street  has  been  in  a  dangerous  condition  for 
some  time  and  should  be  rebuilt.  It  was  thought 
that  the  work  could  start  last  year,  but  it  was 
deferred  until  this  year  pending  the  proposed 
widening  of  Albany  street,  which  is  no  nearer  to 
being  started  than  it  was  last  year. 

The  bridge  we  propose  now  to  reconstruct  will 
continue  in  service  regardless  of  whether  Albany 
street  is  widened  or  not  and,  if  it  is  widened,  it 
will  be  a  part  of  the  wider  thoroughfare. 

The  necessity  for  this  work  iB  very  urgent  and 
it  is  respectfully  requested  that  $40,000  be  made 
available  for  this  purpose. 

Yours  very  truly, 

Joseph  A.  Rourke, 
Commissioner  of  Public  Works. 


Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  $40,000  be,  and  the 
same  hereby  is,  appropriated,  to  be  expended 
under  the  direction  of  the  Public  Works  Commis- 
sioner, for  Albany  Street  Bridge,  and  that  to 
meet  said  appropriation  the  City  Treasurer  be 
authorized  to  issue,  from  time  to  time,  on  request 
of  the  Mayor,  bonds  or  certificates  of  indebtedness 
of  the  city  to  said  amount. 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 


LEASE   TO   SOUTH  END   HOUSE 
ASSOCIATION. 
The  following  was  received : 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  May  2,  1931. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, —  I  am  in  receipt  of  the  accompany- 
ing communications  submitted  by  the  South  End 
House  Association  and  the  Corporation  Counsel 
recommending  the  lease  to  the  South  End  Asso- 
ciation, for  use  by  the  children  of  this  section  of 
the  city  for  playground  purposes,  of  3,789  square 
feet  of  land  situated  at  Plympton  street  and 
Harrison  avenue,  and  respectfully  recommend  the 
adoption  of  the  accompanying  order. 
Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Law  Department,  April  27,  1930. 
Hon.  James  M.  Curley, 

Mayor  of  Boston. 
Dear  Mr.  Mayor, —  The  City  of  Boston  is  the 
owner  of  a  certain  parcel  of  land  containing  about 
3,789  square  feet,  situated  on  Plympton  street, 
near  the  corner  of  Harrison  avenue.  The  said 
land  is  now  in  the  custody  of  the  Park  Department 
and  is  not  being  used  by  the  said  department  for 
any  public  purpose.  The  South  End  House 
Association  is  a  Massachusetts  charitable  corpora- 
tion and  is  desirous  of  using  the  said  premises  as  a 
playground  for  children  in  the  vicinity.  The  Park 
Department  has  no  objection  to  its  being  used  as 
a  playground  provided  the  city  has  the  right  to 
cancel  any  lease  of  the  said  premises  at  any  time 
and  I  have  drawn  the  inclosed  order  authorizing 
the  lease  of  said  land  for  the  term  of  five  years  and 
have  left  blank  the  amount  of  rental  to  be  charged 
by  the  said  City  of  Boston. 

If  this  order  meets  with  your  Honor's  approval, 
will  you  kindly  have  it  introduced  into  the  City 
Council. 

Very  truly  yours, 

Samuel  Silverman, 
Corporation  Counsel. 

Whereas,  The  City  of  Boston  is  the  owner  of 
about  3,789  square  feet  of  land  situate  on  the 
southwesterly  side  of  Plympton  street,  at  the 
corner  of  Harrison  avenue,  in  the  City  of  Boston; 
and 

Whereas,  The  said  land,  which  is  in  the  custody 
of  the  Park  Department  of  the  said  City  of  Boston, 
is  at  present  not  being  used  for  any  public  purpose 
by  said  Park  Department;    and 

Whereas,  The  South  End  House  Association,  a 
Massachusetts  charitable  corporation,  is  desirous 
of  using  the  said  land  for  playground  purposes 
for  children  in  the  vicinity  of  said  land;  now, 
therefore,  it  is  hereby 

Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be,  and  he 
hereby   is,   authorized   in   the   name   and   behalf 


of  the  said  City  of  Boston  to  lease  by  an  instru- 
ment in  writing  satisfactory  to  the  Law  Depart- 
ment of  the  said  City  of  Boston  the  said  land 
to  the  said  South  End  House  Association  for  the 
purposes  of  a  play^ground  for  children  in  the  vicinity 
of  said  land  for  a  term  of  five  years  at  an  annual 
rental  of  one  dollar,  reserving,  however,  to  the  said 
City  of  Boston  the  right  to  cancel  said  lease  at  any 
time  by  giving  to  the  said  the  South  End  House 
Association  a  written  notice  of  its  intention 
so  to  do  within  thirty  days  of  the  date  of  said 
notice. 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 


APPOINTMENTS  BY   THE   MAYOR. 

Subject  to  approval  by  the  Council,  the  Mayor 
submitted  the  following  appointments,  for  the 
term  ending  April  30,  1932,  viz.: 

Constables:  Louis  Lanato,  46  Rexford  street, 
Mattapan;  David  A.  Donahoe,  366  Meridian 
street,  East  Boston;  Manuel  Brackman,  89 
Waumbeck  street,  Roxbury;  Edmund  D.  Cuneo, 
74  Welles  avenue,  Dorchester;  John  A.  Pulsi- 
nelli,  71  Woodcliff  street,  Roxburv;  John  E. 
O'Neill,  136  I  street,  South  Boston;  Bernard  M. 
Mullen,  605  Bennington  street,  East  Boston; 
Samuel  Susan,  142  Trenton  street,  East  Boston. 

Weigher  of  Coal:  Ida  Lunin,  14  Bellevue  street, 
Dorchester. 

Severally  laid  over  a  week  under  the  law. 


EMPLOYMENT    OF    MEN    IN    SANITARY 
DIVISION. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,   May  4,  1931. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  herewith  transmit  to  you  report 
from  Joseph  A.  Rourke,  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works,  relative  to  your  request  to  extend  indefi- 
nitely the  temporary  employment  of  men  under 
the  Sanitary  Division.  This  is'  in  reply  to  your 
order  of  Ap'ril  27,  1931. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Public  Works  Department,  May  1,  1931. 
To  HiB  Honor  the  Mayor. 

In  reply  to  attached  order  in  Council,  by  Coun- 
cilor Green,  "That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  re- 
quested to  extend  indefinitely  the  temporary 
employment  of  men  under  the  Sanitary  Division 
now  engagad  in  cleaning  the  streets  and  alleys  in 
Ward  2,  as  a  measure  of  checking  the  epidemic  of 
diphtheria  and  scarlet  fever  that  is  now  raging  in 
Charlestown,"  the  original  authorization  was  for 
thirty  days'  employment  for  these  temporary 
men,  which  has  been  extended  to  sixty  days. 
and  we  assure  the  councilor  that  sixty  days' 
service  of  these  men  is  more  than  sufficient  to 
clean  all  the  alleys  in  the  whole  of  the  city  at  least 
once. 

As  far  as  the  streets  are  concerned,  the  day  labor 
forces  are  able  to  cope  with  the  situation  when  the 
thorough  initial  street  and  alley  cleaning  is 
completed. 

Doctor    Mahoney,    the    Health    Commissioner, 
assures  us  emphatically  that  there  is  no  epidemic  in 
Charlestown  from  a  health  standpoint. 
Yours  respectfully, 

Joseph  A.  Rourke, 
Commissioner  of  Public  Works. 

Placed  on  file. 


SAFETY   ISLANDS. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  May  4,  1931. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, —  I  herewith  transmit  to  you  report 
from  Joseph  A.  Rourke,  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works,  relative  to  your  request  to  place  safety- 
islands  at  the  junctions  of  Washington  Street 
North  and  Traverse,  Thacher,  Causeway  and 
Beverly  streets.  This  is  in  reply  to  your  order  of 
March  30,  1931. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Cubley,  Mayor. 


MAY    4,    1931. 
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City  of  Boston, 
Public  Works  Department,  April  29,  1931. 
Mr.  C.  A.  Reardon, 

Secretary  of  the  Mayor. 
Dear  Sir, —  In  reply  to  attached  order,  in 
Council,  by  Councilor  Fitzgerald,  "That  the 
Commissioner  of  Public  Works  be  requested, 
through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  place  safety 
islands  at  the  junction  of  Washington  Street  North 
and  Traverse,  Thacher,  Causeway  and  Beverly 
streets,"  the  Division  Engineer  of  Highways 
recommends  one  island,  namely,  that  on  Washing- 
ton street  at  Traverse  and  Thacher  streets. 
Yours  very  truly, 

Joseph  A.  Rourke, 
Commissioner  of  Public  Works. 
Placed  on  file. 


WARREN-BUNKER  HILL   SCHOOL. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  May  4,  1931. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — ■  I  herewith  transmit  to  you  report 
from  Louis  K.  Rourke,  Superintendent  of  the 
School  Buildings  Department,  regarding  your 
request  when  work  shall  commence  on  the  new 
Warren-Bunker  Hill  School.  This  is  in  reply  to 
your  order  of  April  27,  1931. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Ctjrley,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Department  of  School  Buildings, 

May  1,  1931. 
Hon.  James  M.  Curley, 

Mayor  of  Boston. 
Dear  Sir, — ■  In  reply  to  your  letter  of  April  30, 
inclosing  copy  of  order  of  the  City  Council  relative 
to  erection  of  proposed  intermediate  school  in  the 
Warren-Bunker  Hill  District,  I  desire  to  say  that 
bids  on  this  building  will  be  opened  on  May  7, 
and  work  should  commence  shortly  thereafter. 
Respectfully  yours, 

L.  K.  Rourke, 

Superintendent. 
Placed  on  file. 


COMMUNICATIONS  FROM  OVERSEERS  OF 
PUBLIC  WELFARE. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  April  29,  1931. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  beg  to  forward  herewith  com- 
munication received  from  the  Overseers  of  the 
Public  Welfare,  the  same  constituting  a  reply  to  the 
order  adopted  by  the  City  :Council  under  date  of 
April  6,  1931. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Overseers  of  the  Public  Welfare, 

April  27,  1931. 
Hon.  James  M.  Curley, 

Mayor  of  Boston. 
Dear  Sir, — -Replying  to  the  order  of  the  City 
Council  concerning  the  deliveries  of  coal  by  the 
Public  Welfare  Department,  the  Board  desires  to 
report  that  coal  is  delivered  on  the  recommenda- 
tion of  the  visitors  to  families  and  individuals,  in 
their  respective  districts,  in  half-ton  lots,  during 
the  months  of  December,  January,  February  and 
March,  and  in  quarter-ton  lots  during  the  months 
of  November  and  April. 

Very  truly  yours, 

Simon  E.  Hecht, 

Chairman. 

Coun.  DOWD— Mr.  President,  I  think  that 
hardly  satisfies  the  request  under  the  order  I 
presented.  In  the  letter  from  Mr.  Hecht  he  is 
very  evasive  and  does  not  speak  to  the  point. 
He  says  nothing  about  charges  I  have  made 
against  that  department,  does  not  utter  a  word 
about  any  of  the  charges  made.  He  simply  says 
that  they  deliver  coal  on  requisition.  Of  course 
they  do.  How  else  would  they  deliver  it?  We 
all  know  that  they  deliver  it  that  way. 

President  McGRATH — There  is  another  answer, 
not  read  yet,  if  you  will  wait  a  moment. 


City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  April  29,  1931. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  beg  to  forward  herewith  com- 
munication received  from  the  Overseers  of  the 
Public  Welfare,  the  same  constituting  a  reply  to 
the  order  adopted  by  the  City  Council  under  date 
of  April  6,  1931. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Overseers  of  the  Public  Welfare, 
April  27,  1931. 
Hon.  James  M.  Curley, 

Mayor  of  Boston. 
Dear  Sir, — Replying  to  the  order  of  the  City 
Council  requesting  information  as  to  the  amount 
paid  per  ton  for  coal  during  the  past  winter 
season  by  the  Overseers  of  the  Public  Welfare, 
the  Board  advises  that  the  price  has  been  four 
dollars  and  twenty-five  cents  ($4.25)  for  quarter- 
tons  and  eight  dollars  and  twenty-five  cents  ($8.25) 
for  half-tons  during  the  period  November  to 
March,  inclusive,  and  three  dollars  and  eighty- 
five  cents  ($3.85)  for  quarter-tons  during  the 
month  of  April. 

The  Board  desires  to  further  advise  that  no 
payments  are  made  to  any  of  the  dealers  for  labor 
charge,  although  the  orders  in  quarter  and  half 
ton  lots  are  carried  into  the  tenements  of  the 
recipients  in  bags  of  one  hundred  pounds,  and  in  a 
large  percentage  of  the  cases  up  several  flights  o£ 
stairs. 

For  many  years  the  larger  coal  companies 
refused  to  accept  the  patronage  of  the  department 
unless  permitted  to  charge  for  labor,  usually  at 
the  rate  of  35  cents  per  flight;  and  for  several 
years  it  was  necessary  to  pay  these  charges  in 
order  that  deliveries  could  be  made  to  the  people. 
For  the  past  few  years,  however,  no  payments 
have  been  made  to  any  of  the  dealers  for  labor. 
Very  truly  yours, 

Simon  E.  Hecht, 

Chairman. 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  April  29,  1931. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  beg  to  forward  herewith  commu- 
nication received  from  the  Overseers  of  the  Public 
Welfare,  the  same  constituting  a  reply  to  the  order 
adopted  by  the  City  Council  under  date  of  April  6, 
1931. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Overseers  of  the  Public  Welfare, 
April  27,  1931. 
Hon.  James  M.  Curley, 

Mayor  of  Boston. 
Dear  Sir, — Replying  to  the  order  of  the  City 
Council  concerning  the  number  of  cases  of  larceny 
to  come  to  the  attention  of  the  Overseers  of  the 
Public  Welfare  as  of  April  15,  1931,  the  Board 
reports  that  four  cases  have  been  referred  to  the 
Law  Department  and  that  two  of  these  cases  have 
been  prosecuted. 

Very  truly  yours, 

Simon  E.  Hecht, 

Chairman. 

Coun.  DOWD — Mr.  President,  I  never  listened 
to  such  a  lot  of  hokum  and  bunkum  as  I  have 
listened  to  in  these  two  communications  received 
by  thiB  body  today.  The  chairman  says  that 
they  pay  $16.50  a  ton.  Well,  it  is  too  bad  that 
they  would  not  pay  a  little  more!  Commissioner 
Chapman  pays  $12.28  a  ton.  I  say  to  you, 
gentlemen  of  the  City  Council  and  to  the  Mayor 
of  Boston,  that  we  are  being  looted  out  of  at  least 
$75,000  a  year  on  the  coal  alone.  You  ask  why  I 
make  the  statement?  It  is  simple  enough.  Our 
commissioner  buys  coal  for  $12.28  a  ton.  That 
is  a  matter  of  record.  There  are  plenty  of  men 
who  could  go  down  to  the  yard  instead  of  waiting 
around  from  eight  o'clock  in  the  morning  until 
five  at  night,  and  put  that  coal  into  100-pound 
bags,  and  there  is  not  a  trucking  concern  in  the 
City  of  Boston  that  would  not  accept  an  order  to 
deliver  the  coal  in  100-pound  bags  at  $1.50  a  ton. 
And  that  would  bring  it  up  to  only  $13.78.  I  say 
to  the  chairman  of  the  Overseers  of  Public  Welfare, 
and  I  say  to  the  Mayor  of  Boston,  that  that 
inquiry  has  not  been  answered,  that  the  charges 
have  not  been  answered.  They  have  not  answered 
the  order  that  we  put  through  here  three  weeks  ago. 
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Now,  what  has  happened  since  then?  On  Tuesday 
morning,  lo  and  behold,  we  find  the  chairman  of 
the  Finance  Commission  corroborating  and  backing 
up  Dowd's  statements  in  his  charges,  but  then  he 
very  cleverly  says  that  they  might  have  been 
some  isolated  cases.  I  say  to  the  Mayor  of  Boston, 
why  didn't  he  give  his  answer  directly?  It  is 
simply  a  game  of  check  and  double  check,  like 
Amos  and  Andy.  One  man  makes  the  balls  and 
the  other  man  fires  them.  We  have  not  received 
a  reply,  and  the  conditions  are  getting  worse. 
There  is  no  question  of  the  condition  of  affairs  in 
the  Board  of  Overseers  at  the  present  time.  I 
have  two  or  three  orders  that  I  intend  to  introduce, 
and  if  the  Chair  does  not  mind,  I  will  talk  upon 
them  at  the  present  time.  Mr.  President,  I 
reiterate  that  the  Mayor  of  Boston  has  deliberately 
ducked  the  charges  I  have  made.  He  has  said, 
and  Mr.  McCarthy  has  said,  that  they  would 
welcome  an  investigation  of  any  kind,  but  when 
the  investigation  was  laid  in  their  laps,  at  their 
very  door,  they  deliberately  said  that  in  their 
minds  there  wasn't  any  need  of  an  investigation, 
despite  the  fact  that  we  have  plenty  of  proof 
that  there  was,  despite  the  fact  that  the  chairman 
of  the  Finance  Commission  claimed  that  he  had 
found  several  cases.  Now  I  want  to  say  to  the 
Mayor  of  Boston,  if  he  is  fair,  if  he  is  humane, 
that  he  will  discharge  80  per  cent  of  those  visitors 
down  there.  There  was  never  such  an  inhumane 
lot  getting  paid  by  the  taxpayers  of  Boston  as 
they  are.  They  are  contemptible,  they  are 
slanderous,  and  they  treat  the  people  who  go 
down  there  in  a  horribly  inhuman  manner,  prac- 
tically like  dogs.  I  had  the  pleasure  last  week  of 
going  down  there,  not  making  myself  known,  and 
I  stood  behind  one  desk.  It  would  make  the  blood 
of  any  man  boil  to  hear  the  abuse  heaped  on 
widows  and  other  individuals  who  happened  to  go 
down  there.  Those  people  should  remember 
that  the  taxpayers  of  Boston  pay  their  salaries, 
and  that  they  are  put  there  to  take  care  of  the 
people  who  are  in  need.  There  isn't  a  councilor 
here  who  cannot  back  up  my  statement  if  he  so 
desires,  when  I  say  that  they  are  not  courteous, 
and  that  they  do  not  treat  the  people  down  there 
as  they  should  be  treated.  They  are  inhumane, 
and  they  are  slanderous.  Every  councilor  here 
has  had  the  same  experience  that  I  have  had. 
None  of  us  can  tell  what  is  going  to  happen  to  us. 
Some  day  you  and  I  may  be  forced  to  go  down 
there,  because  the  sun  does  not  shine  all  the  time, 
and  if  we  should  go  down  there  we  would  like  to 
receive  at  least  decent  treatment.  God  kno\ys 
it  is  hard  enough  to  go  down  there  looking  for  aid 
at  any  time.  If  one  of  their  visitors  comes  into 
your  house,  and  if  in  your  good  days  you  have 
been  able  to  buy  a  piano  or  a  radio,  and  then  you 
are  forced  by  circumstances  to  go  down  there 
for  help,  the  visitor  tells  you  to  get  rid  of  the  piano 
or  the  radio.  I  say  it  is  about  time  to  get  rid  of 
such  a  condition  of  affairs  in  the  City  of  Boston. 
I  say  that  the  visitors  there,  SO  per  cent  of  them, 
absolutely  should  be  discharged,  because  they  are 
unfair  and  inhuman.  At  least,  they  should  treat 
those  poor  unfortunates  who  go  down  there  with 
some  respect.  You,  Mr.  President,  and  all  the 
members  of  this  Council  know  that  I  am  telling 
the  absolute  truth.  If  we  are  spending  $6,000,000 
down  there,  I  say  at  least  those  coming  there 
should  receive  fair  treatment.  I  say  to  the 
Mayor  of  Boston,  if  he  is  interested  in  the  tax  rate, 
the  first  thing  we  should  do  is  to  order  that  de- 
partment to  buy  its  coal  in  bulk.  They  use 
25,000  tons  of  coal  down  there,  and  with  a  saving 
on  the  average  of  $3  a  ton  it  means  a  saving  to  the 
taxpayers  of  Boston  of  at  least  $75,000.  You 
have  heard  the  so-called  replies  that  have  been 
made  here  to  our  orders  by  the  chairman  of  the 
Overseers  of  Public  Welfare.  Oh,  he  may  be  a 
fine  fellow.  There  is  no  question  about  that. 
But  are  we  going  to  insist  on  good  fellowship? 
I  say  now,  as  I  have  stated  before,  that  it  is  time 
for  a  reorganization  of  the  entire  department. 
There  should  be  justice  done,  fair  treatment 
should  be  accorded,  by  this  department  to  the 
people  with  whom  they  deal.  I  can  cite  cases  to 
you,  and  I  have  several  orders  here  that  I  propose 
to  introduce.  I  will  cite  one  case  of  a  woman 
with  seven  children,  her  husband  being  injured 
last  September.  She  went  there  and  received  the 
magnificent  sum  of  $20  a  week  for  herself,  her 
seven  children  and  her  husband.  Her  husband 
was  sent  to  the  hospital,  where  he  has  been  ever 
since,  and  the  young  boys  around  the  corner, 
realizing  the  situation,  took  up  collections.  During 
six  or  seven  months  they  raised  some  $200,  and  a 
visitor  went  out  there  and  told  her  that  she  couldn't 


receive  another  cent  of  aid  because  she  had  received 
this  money  and  did  not  report  it.  Imagine  it, 
collections  being  taken  at  about  Christmas  time 
by  the  boys  around  the  corner  for  her,  and  on 
that  account  stopping  her  aid!  On  Saturday  I 
gave  a  few  dimes  myself,  so  that  her  children  and 
herself  might  have  a  bite  to  eat,  and  on  top  of  that 
they  tell  her  to  report  down  there,  and  they  will 
possibly  send  her  to  jail  for  larceny.  Is  that 
humane  treatment  of  those  who  are  compelled  to 
seek  aid  in  this  great  City  of  Boston?  I  don't 
think  it  is.  This  is  a  matter  that  affects  every 
councilor  here.  Every'  councilor  here,  if  he  tells 
the  truth,  can  tell  us  that  those  going  to  the 
Overseers  of  the  Poor  get  unfair  treatment.  But, 
oh,  it  is  said,  Dowd  won't  get  any  more  favors 
down  there!  Well,  let  me  say  to  the  gentleman 
who  made  that  remark,  that  I  want  to  see  him 
stop  me  if  I  have  a  legitimate  case,  because  I 
know  the  law  as  well  as  they  do.  Now,  I  am  going 
to  ask  the  Mayor  of  Boston,  am  going  to  introduce 
an  order,  to  give  us  a  fair,  clear  and  concise  report 
under  these  orders  that  we  have  already  passed. 
I  want  to  ask  him  not  to  be  evasive  or  to  duck  the 
issue,  but  to  meet  it  like  a  man. 

Coun.  HEIN — Mr.  President,  like  the  councilor 
from  Roxbury  I  also  wish  to  go  on  record  in  this 
matter.  I  have  made  several  visits  to  the  Public 
Welfare  Department,  and  have  always  received 
the  finest  treatment  that  could  be  accorded  me  by 
the  members  of  the  force  while  I  have  been  there, 
as  fine  treatment  being  accorded  me  there  as  I 
have  received  in  any  department  of  the  city. 

Coun.  DOWD — Mr.  President,  I  don't  expect 
any  better  answer  from  the  gentleman  from 
Brighton.      (Applause  from  the  galleries.) 

President  McGRATH— The  gentlemen  in  the 
gallery  will  please  realize  that  they  are  guests  of 
the  Council  and  that  under  the  law  they  cannot 
interrupt  one  way  or  the  other. 

Severally  placed  on  file. 


SHOWING    OF    PICTURES    RELATING    TO 
CRIME. 

The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  May  4,  1931. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — The  order  adopted  by  the  City 
Council  under  date  of  April  27,  1931,  and  reading 
as  follows:  "Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor 
be  requested  to  instruct  the  City  Censor  to  pro- 
hibit the  showing  of  any  picture  relating  to  crime 
or  sex  in  any  theater  where  children  are  admitted 
and  the  display  of  any  poster  or  advertisement  of 
such  pictures,"  has  been  referred  by  me  to  the 
National  Board  of  Review,  of  which  Wilton  A. 
Barrett  is  Executive  Secretary. 

The  National  Board  of  Review  passes  judgment 
upon  pictures  that  are  shown  in  forty-one  states, 
including  Massachusetts. 

The  motion  picture  industry,  from  the  stand- 
point of  money  invested,  is  today  one  of  the  ranking 
industries  in  America,  and  unquestionably  both 
those  persons  in  charge  of  the  industry  and  persons 
with  money  invested  in  the  industry  are  desirous 
that  such  a  course  be  pursued  as  will  continue  to 
merit  for  them  not  only  public  approval,  but  public 
support. 

Approval  by  me  of  the  order  as  adopted  by  the 
City  Council,  even  though  I  had  the  legal  authority 
to  do  so,  which  I  have  not,  would,  in  my  opinion, 
be  not  only  inadvisable  but  an  injustice,  as  I  am 
quite  certain  that  the  motion  picture  industry- 
must  shortly  recognize  the  growing  protest  against 
the  character  of  presentations  referred  to  in  the 
order  adopted  by  the  City  Council,  and  in  the 
event  that  they  fail  to  do  so  after  a  reasonable  time 
has  elapsed,  action  as  contemplated  might  be 
considered. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Cr/KLET,  Mayor. 

Coun.  GREEN — Mr.  President,  after  listening 
very  intently  to  the  communication  from  his  Honor 
the  Mayor  I  would  say  at  this  time  that  I  will 
draw  another  order  and  have  it  properly  drawn, 
presenting  it  to  the  Council  after  our  executive 
meeting. 

The  communication  was  placed  on  file. 
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NEW   UNIFORMS   FOR   POLICE 
DEPARTMENT. 

The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  May  4,  1931. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  beg  to  submit  herewith  report 
received  from  the  Police  Commissioner,  the  same 
constituting  a  reply  to  the  order  adopted  by  your 
honorable  body  on  April  27,  1931,  and  reading  as 
follows:  "Ordered,  That  the  Police  Commissioner, 
through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  be,  and  he  hereby  is, 
respectfully  requested  to  reconsider  reported  recent 
order  for  new  uniforms  for  the  members  of  the 
Boston  Police  Department. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Police  Department,  May  4,  1931. 
Hon.  James  M.  Curley, 

Mayor  of  Boston. 

Dear  Sir, — •  In  reply  to  your  letter  of  April  30, 
inclosing  the  following  order  passed  by  the  City 
Council  on  April  27,  1931: 

"Ordered,  That  the  Police  Commissioner, 
through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  be,  and  he  hereby 
is,  respectfully  requested  to  reconsider  reported 
recent  order  for  new  uniforms  for  the  members  of 
the  Boston  Police  Department." 

In  City  Council  April  27,  1931.     Passed. 
Attest: 

W.  J.  Doyle, 
City  Cleric", 
for  the  information   of  the  Council,   I   desire  to 
submit  the  following  facts: 

The  Police  Department,  during  the  summer 
months,  has  been  equipped  with  two  different 
types  of  uniforms,  one  for  the  traffic  division  and 
one  for  all  other  divisions.  It  is  desirable  to  have 
one  uniform  for  the  entire  department.  Many 
requests  and  suggestions  have  been  received  from 
the  public  and  from  members  of  the  department 
that  a  lighter-weight  and  more  comfortable 
uniform  be  provided  for  summer  wear. 

After  careful  consideration  by  senior  officers  of 
this  department  it  was  decided  that  the  present 
traffic  officers'  uniform  'was  the  more  desirable 
type.  Therefore  contracts  have  been  made  for 
the  supply  of  such  summer  uniforms  as  may  be 
needed  this  year  of  the  type  similar  to  that  now 
used  by  the  traffic  divisions.  The  only  material 
difference  will  be  that  the  puttees  worn  with  the 
new  uniform  will  be  of  much  lighter  weight  than 
those  at  present  used  in  the  traffic  divisions, 
which  divisions  will  be  gradually  equipped  with 
the  new  puttees.  In  addition,  route  officers  will 
be  equipped  with  "Sam  Browne"  belts. 

I  am  returning  herewith  the  original  order  of 
the  Council. 

Very  truly  yours, 

E.  C.  Hultman, 

Police  Commissioner. 

Placed  on  file. 


REPORT  OF  COUNCIL   OF   SOCIAL 
AGENCIES. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  May  4,  1931. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, —  I  beg  to  submit  herewith  report 
of  the  Boston  Council  of  Social  Agencies  dealing 
with  the  question  of  the  conduct  of  the  depart- 
ment of  Overseers  of  the  Public  Welfare  of  the 
City  of  Boston  and  respectfully  request  that  it  be 
read  in  full  at  a  meeting  of  the  City  Council  and 
made  a  part  of  your  records. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

Boston  Council  of  Social  Agencies, 
43  Tremont  Street,  Room  910,  Boston. 

April  22,  1931. 
The  Honorable  James  M.  Curley, 
Mayor  of  Boston. 
Sir, — We  are  directed  by  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee of  the  Boston  Council  of  Social  Agencies, 
following  action  taken  at  a  fully  attended  meeting 
of  the  Council's   Department   on   the  Family,   to 
submit  to  you  the  accompanying  material  relating 
to  the  Department  of  the  Overseers  of  the  Public 


Welfare.  In  view  of  the  charges  recently  made 
against  the  overseers,  our  Executive  Committee 
feel  confident  that  you  will  welcome  this  informa- 
tion, since  it  comes  out  of  the  experience  of  workers 
in  social  agencies  closely  associated  with  the 
Public  Welfare  Department  in  carrying  on  the 
relief  work  of  the  city. 

Our  committee  wishes  to  take  this  opportunity 
of  commending  you  for  your  consistent  and 
understanding  support  of  the  Department  of 
Public  Welfare  during  the  present  unemployment 
emergency.  The  city  owes  its  Mayor  a  debt  of 
gratitude  for  staunchly  maintaining  the  integrity 
of  our  Massachusetts  system  of  public  outdoor 
relief  which  once  again  has  more  than  justified 
itself  as  the  most  dependable  system  for  the 
alleviation  of  distress  due  to  material  want. 

Doubtless  mistakes  have  been  made  by  the 
overseers  during  the  present  period  of  abnormally 
heavy  demand  upon  them.  It  would  be  surprising 
if  such  were  not  the  case.  It  is  none  the  less 
evident  to  any  fair-minded  observer  that  the 
members  of  the  Board  of  Overseers  and  the 
executive  of  the  department  are  devoting  them- 
selves earnestly  to  their  responsibilities,  and  the 
staff  workers  are  laboring  valiantly  under  most 
exacting  conditions. 

Even  though  all  friends  of  the  Boston  Public 
Relief  Department  wish  and  expect  to  see  its 
service  consistently  improved,  it  can  fairly  be 
claimed,  as  has  been  said  by  a  leading  authority, 
that  "there  is  no  question  of  the  superiority  (of 
the  Boston  service)  in  the  group  of  metropolitan 
cities." 

The  information   offered  you  is   contained   in 
the  following  exhibits  attached  hereto: 
Exhibit  A — Principles  of  Organization  and  Func- 
tioning     in       Municipal      Outdoor 
Relief. 
Exhibit  B — Cooperation     between     Public     and 
Private  Agencies  in  Relief  Work  of 
Boston. 
Exhibit  C — Account  of  the  Experiences  of  Workers 
Loaned  by  Private  Societies  to  the 
Department  of  Public  Welfare. 
Exhibit  D — A  Larger  Staff  of  Trained  Visitors  the 
Greatest  Need  of  the  Department  of 
Public  Welfare. 
Exhibit  E — Comparison  of  the  Trend  of  Boston's 
Relief  Outlays  witli  Those  of  Other 
Large  Cities. 
Our  Executive  Committee  wishes  to  assure  you 
of  the  sincere  desire  of  the  members  of  the  Boston 
Council  of  Social  Agencies  to  assist  you  in  every 
way  within  their  power  to  set  before  the  people  of 
Boston  in  the  right  light  the  work  of  their  Depart- 
ment of  Public  Welfare. 

Sincerely  yours, 

Richard  K.  Conant, 
Chairman, 
Department  on  the  Family. 
Alice  B.  Huling, 
Secretary, 
Department  on  the  Family. 
T.  R.  Reynolds, 
Director, 
Catholic  Charitable  Bureau. 
B.  M.  Selekman, 
Executive  Director, 
Associated  Jewish  Philanthropies. 
Malcolm  E.  Nichols, 
General  Secretary, 
Family  Welfare  Society  of  Boston. 
William  H.  Pear, 
General  Agent, 
Boston  Provident  Association. 
Roy  M.  Cushman, 
Executive  Secretary, 
Boston  Council  of  Social  Agencies. 
Special  Committee. 

Exhibit  A. —  Principles  of  Organization  and 
Functioning  in  Municipal  Outdoor  Relief. 

The  principles  of  organization  and  functioning 
in  municipal  outdoor  relief  were  set  forth  in  a 
statement  adopted  by  the  Boston  Council  of 
Social  Agencies  in  1927  as  follows: 

1.  The  governmental  duty  of  relieving  persons 
in  distress  should  be  carried  out  by  a  department 
of  the  municipality  consisting  of 

An  Unpaid  Board. 
A.  A  board  of  from  five  to  twelve  citizens, 
men  and  women,  chosen  at  large  for  their  public 
spirit;  their  understanding  of  community  affairs, 
in  particular  the  problems  in  hand;  and  their  high 
standing  as  individuals.     They  should  be  appointed 
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by  the  chief  executive  of  the  city  for  relatively 
long  terms,  overlapping.  They  should  receive  no 
salary  or  other  remuneration  for  their  services. 
This  board  should  carry  full  responsibility  for  the 
conduct  of  the  department. 

A  Qualified  Executive  with  Full  Administrative 
Responsibility. 
B.  An  executive  secretary  or  director  chosen 
by  the  Board  because  of  his  understanding  of 
public  welfare  problems  and  his  proved  ability  to 
conduct  the  manifold  administrative  functions  of 
such  a  department.  He  should  serve  at  the 
pleasure  of  the  Board,  subject  to  civil  service  rules 
and  regulations. 

2.  In  the  functioning  of  such  a  department  the 
executive  secretary  should  carry  out  all  adminis- 
trative duties.  He  should  have  power  to  employ 
and  to  discharge  his  staff,  subject  to  civil  service 
rules  and  regulations.  The  Board  should  have 
and  exercise  full  powers  of  initiation,  review  and 
veto,  in  all  matters  of  planning  and  policy. 

Adequate  Staff  of  Trained  Visitors. 

3.  The  work  of  relieving  individuals  and 
families  should  be  carried  out  through  an  adequate 
staff  of  home  visitors  qualified  as  trained  case 
workers;  some  of  whom  should  be  women. 

Careful  Examination  of  Each  Case. 

4.  Relief,  other  than  temporary  assistance, 
should  be  given  only  after  careful  examination 
of  the  need,  and  with  a  view  to  an  adequate  solution 
of  the  difficulty. 

Exhibit    B. —  Cooperation    Between    Public    and 
Private  Agencies  in  the  Relief  Work  of  Boston. 

Public-Private  Cooperation  Well  Established  in 
Boston. 
Close  cooperation  between  public  and  private 
relief  agencies  is  well  recognized  as  essential  to 
effectiveness  in  public  relief  work.  Boston  is 
known  among  the  large  cities  of  the  country  as  the 
one  where  such  cooperation  has  been  most  success- 
fully established. 

Public  Welfare  Building  and  Health  Centers  Help. 
With  several  of  the  private  societies  having  had 
their  offices  in  the  Public  Welfare  Building  for  more 
than  half  a  century  and  more  recently,  the  two 
groups  coming  together  in  Health  Centers,  there 
has  developed  a  close  daily  contact  among  workers, 
the  effect  of  which  is  seen  in  a  constantly  improving 
service  to  the  needy  families  of  the  city. 

Brought  Together  in  Council  of  Social  Agencies. 
This  spirit  of  cooperation  operates  in  another 
way  through  the  departmental  work  of  the  Council 
of  Social  Agencies.  The  Department  on  the 
Family  of  the  Council,  comprising  all  the  leading 
relief  agencies  of  the  city,  includes  the  overseers 
and  the  State  Department  of  Public  Welfare. 
Here  the  agencies  meet  together  for  the  purpose  of 
free  discussion,  self-criticism  and  joint  planning 
and  action. 

Private  Societies  Lend  Workers  to  Overseers. 

No  better  evidence  of  the  fine  spirit  of  coopera- 
tion and  good  feeling  existing  between  the  public 
departments  and  the  private  societies  could  be 
found  than  the  lending  this  winter  to  the  depart- 
ment by  the  private  societies,  gratuitously  and  in 
most  instances  at  considerable  inconvenience,  of 
experienced  visitors  from  their  staffs.  In  this  way 
the  private  societies  have  helped  the  overseers  to 
bear  the  great  burden  of  unemployment  relief. 
The  following  private  societies,  all  members  of  the 
council,  loaned  workers  in  this  way: 

Boston  Metropolitan  Chapter!  American  Red 
Cross;  Children's  Aid  Association,  Travelers  Aid 
Society,  Catholic  Charitable  Bureau,  Associated 
Jewish  Philanthropies,  Community  Health  Asso- 
ciation, Family  Welfare  Society,  Boston  Provident 
Association,  Church  Home  Society,  Boston  Young 
Women's  Christian  Association. 

The  experiences  of  these  workers  from  the  private 
societies  in  the  public  department  are  summarized 
in  Exhibit  C. 

The  initiative  in  this  move  was  taken  by  the 
Family  Department  and  the  details  of  the  arranging 
for  the  loan  of  workers  were  carried  out  througli 
the  council  office.  Beginning  with  the  first  of  Jan- 
uary ten  loaned  workers  have  been  on  service  with 
the  overseers,  and  also  an  additional  worker, 
formerly  a  member  of  the  staff  of  one  of  the  private 


societies,  who  served  as  a  volunteer.  The  workers 
have  served  from  one  to  three  months,  and  five  are 
still  on  duty. 

Exhibit  C. — Account  of  the  Experiences  of  Workers 
Loaned  by  Private  Societies  to  the  Department 
of  Public  Welfare. 

In  the  light  of  the  charges  which  have  been 
made  recently  against  the  Department  of  Public 
Welfare  it  seemed  to  be  a  valuable  thing  to  do  to 
ask  the  workers  who  were  lent  by  the  private 
societies  to  the  department  for  service  during  the 
unemployment  emergency  to  make  observations 
on  the  work  of  the  department  out  of  their  experi- 
ences in  it.  Accordingly,  six  of  the  workers,  all 
that  could  be  brought  together  at  the  appointed 
time,  were  interviewed  by  the  executive  secretary 
of  the  Council  of  Social  Agencies.  The  opinions  of 
the  workers  are  summarized  in  the  '  following 
statement: 

With  so  much  having  been  said  about  dishonesty 
on  the  part  of  people  who  have  applied  to  the 
overseers  for  relief,  it  is  pleasant  to  hear  from  these 
workers  reports  of  a  very  different  kind.  It  may 
be  that  there  are  people  who  are  willing  to  accept 
aid  from  the  city  when  they  are  not  entitled  to  it, 
but  these  trained  visitors  declare  that  the  appli- 
cants thej'  have  seen  are  generally  not  to  be  so 
characterized. 

Visitors  Conscientious,  Work  Hard,  Know 
Districts. 
As  to  overseers'  visitors  with  whom  the  workers 
from  the  private  societies  were  brought  into  close 
association,  the  workers  all  testify  to  the  conscien- 
tiousness with  which  these  visitors  apply  them- 
selves to  their  tasks.  Overtime  has  been  the  rule 
all  winter.  The  keen  sense  of  justice  and  absence 
of  favoritism  in  certain  of  the  visitors  were  spoken 
of.  Certain  of  the  visitors  are  possessed  of  a 
knowledge  of  their  districts  and  the  people  living 
in  them  which  is  little  less  than  phenomenal. 
Working  as  they  do  with  large  numbers  of  appli- 
cants, even  in  more  normal  times,  the  visitors  of 
necessity  have  had  to  develop  good  memories, 
so  that  some  of  them  can  recall  families  with 
whom  they  have  had  only  casual  acquaintance 
several  years  back.  All  this  must  have  saved 
them  from  many  mistakes  such  as  may  easily  be 
made  by  persons  working  under  high  pressure. 

Visitors'  Attitude  Kindly. 
Workers  were  asked  whether  visitors  are  in  the 
habit  of  dealing  unkindly  with  applicants.  The 
replies  were  that  no  evidence  of  real  unkindness 
on  the  part  of  the  visitors  was  noted.  At  times 
in  the  press  of  the  day's  work  some  of  them  may 
have  shown  impatience  but  there  was  nothing 
more  than  that.  The  attitude  of  the  visitors 
toward  the  families  was  generally  one  of  sympathy 
and  kindness. 

Very  Heavy  Case  Load. 
The  comment  most  frequently  made  by  the 
workers  was  about  the  extremely  heavy  load 
which  the  visitors  are  carrying.  In  one  district 
there  were  720  applicants  in  February.  A  total 
of  sixty  to  seventy  new  applications  in  a  single 
morning  was  not  unusual.  Despite  this  fact 
the  work  was  kept  current,  which  seemed  particu- 
larly surprising  to  these  workers  from  private 
societies  where  the  case  load  has  always  been 
bo  much  smaller.  Of  course  the  present  job  of  the 
overseers  is  essentially  one  of  emergency  relief, 
so  that  there  has  been  very  little  attempt  at  what 
is  called  family  case  work,  a  much  more  time 
consuming  process. 

Office  Work  Sacrificed  to  Relief. 
Office  routine  of  necessity  has  been  sadly 
neglected.  The  visitors  simply  have  not  had  time 
for  this  kind  of  work.  The  essential  thing  has 
been  to  provide  aid  for  families  who  need  it,  and 
everything  else  has  been  made  secondary  to  the 
accomplishment  of  this  purpose. 

Aid  Given  Deserved. 
The  opinion  of  the  workers  is  that  as  far  as  they 
were  able  to  observe,  all  aid  given  was  deserved. 
Many  applicants  were  refused  aid. 

Social  Service  Index  Valuable. 
What  might  be  termed  the  case  work  practices 
of  the  department  are,  in  the  opinion  of  the  workers, 
about  as  satisfactory  as  might  be  expected  con- 
sidering the  great  load.  The  plan  recently  in- 
augurated under  which  reports  from   the  Social 
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Service  Index  are  attached  to  the  original  applica- 
tion when  it  is  sent  to  the  visitor  is  working  very 
satisfactorily.  This  means  that  the  visitors  when 
they  start  their  investigation  are  informed  as  to 
other  agencies  to  which  the  families  have  been 
known.  The  workers  testify  that  the  visitors  are 
in  the  habit  of  using  these  references  and  making 
inquiry  of  agencies  knowing  the  family.  It  is 
the  practice  of  the  visitors  also  to  use  judgment  in 
the  matter  of  referring  occasional  families  to  dif- 
ferent private  societies.  There  is  cited  the  instance 
of  a  former  factory  employee  who  had  sold  the 
stock  of  the  company  which  he  formerly  owned, 
placed  the  proceeds  in  the  savings  bank  and  had 
drawn  upon  these  savings  to  a  point  where  he  was 
getting  anxious.  His  problem  seemed  to  be  one 
better  adapted  to  treatment  by  a  private  society 
than  by  the  public  department. 

Little  Duplication. 
Instances  similar  to  this  are  common  and  the 
private  societies  promptly  accept  reference  of  them. 
There  seems  to  be,  on  account  of  the  intelligent  use 
of  the  index  report  and  references  to  other  societies, 
very  little  overlapping.  One  instance  was  reported 
of  a  family  who  was  receiving  aid  from  three 
sources,  but  the  regular  process  of  investigation 
disclosed  this  fact  so  that  it  went  on  only  a  week. 

Heavy  Case  Load  Prevents  Needed  Follow-up. 
The  greatest  lack  in  the  case  work  procedure 
noted  by  the  workers  is  that  on  account  of  the 
heavy  case  load  there  can  be  no  adequate  follow-up. 
It  is  possible  to  do  little  more  in  the  way  of  visiting 
than  that  required  by  the  initial  investigation. 
One  of  the  workers  was  assigned  to  follow-up 
work.  She  discovered  several  families  where  there 
were  earnings  sufficient  to  justify  their  removal 
from  the  relief  list.  This  shows  that  the  daily 
reportings  of  the  wood  yard,  though  they  have 
value,  are  not  sufficient  as  a  check — there  are 
sometimes  other  sources  of  income  in  the  families 
than  the  wages  of  the  men  who  report.  The 
employers'  reference  reports  were  found  by  this 
worker  to  be  frequently  inaccurate.  She  gave  as 
her  opinion  that  much  more  satisfactory  informa- 
tion about  earnings  and  work  records  could  be  dis- 
covered if  there  were  opportunity  to  visit  employers 
rather  than  to  depend  entirely  upon  written  reports. 

More  Trained  Visitors  Needed,  also  Clerical 

Workers. 
Asked  about  the  needs  of  the  department  as  they 
see  them,  the  workers  were  agreed  that  the  most 
obvious  need  is  a  larger  staff  of  trained  visitors  and 
the  required  complement  of  clerical  workers.  They 
believe  that  this  would  mean  more  adequate 
service  to  the  family,  which  is  sorely  needed;  but 
it  would  also  probably  mean  an  actual  saving  in 
the  relief  expenditures. 

Work  Wages  Better  Than  Relief. 
Another  need  in  the  opinion  of  the  workers  is 
the  substitution  of  a  program  of  general  work- 
relief  for  the  present  one  of  direct-relief  payments. 
Many  of  the  men,  heads  of  families,  they  found 
dissatisfied  with  receiving  money  from  the  city 
without  giving  anything  in  return  for  it.  Many 
applicants  who  go  to  the  overseers  think  that 
they  are  applying  for  work  rather  than  for  relief. 
A  program  of  work-relief  would  help  such  as  these 
to  save  their  self-respect  at  the  same  time  that 
it  would  produce  something  of  value  to  the  city. 


Case   Work   Needed   to  Save   Families   from 
Demoralization. 

Another  thing  that  the  workers  think  ought  to  be 
done,  and  which  could  be  done  only  with  an  ade- 
quate staff,  is  intensive  work  with  a  considerable 
number  of  families  whose  wage-earners  have  been 
employed  in  the  wood  yard  for  a  year  or  more. 
Among  these  are  a  number  of  fairly  young  men 
who  must  clearly  be  in  danger  of  demoralization 
unless  they  be  restored  quickly  to  the  basis  of 
self-support. 

A  Humbling  Experience. 
Altogether  these  workers  from  the  private 
societies  have  been  considerably  chastened  by 
their  experience.  In  accepting  the  assignment  to 
work  in  the  Department  of  Public  Welfare  they 
were  interested  in  it  chiefly  as  an  opportunity  to 
participate  more  directly  in  the  city's  unemploy- 
ment emergency  relief  operations,  and  further- 
more, it  was  for  them  a  new  and  valuable  profes- 
sional experience.  They  soon  discovered  that  they 
were  having  an  even  more  significant  experience 
than  they  had  anticipated.  They  found  fellow 
social  workers  carrying  case  loads  so  far  in  excess  of 
their  own  assignments  in  the  private  societies, 
and  in  the  face  of  their  great  burden  of  work,  made 
no  lighter  by  charges  hurled  at  them  of  incom- 
petence if  not  of  more  serious  acts,  doing  their 
part  of  the  work  of  this  important  city  department 
conscientiously  and  intelligently.  As  one  of  the 
group  expressed  it,  they  have  been  greatly  humbled 
by  their  experience. 

Exhibit  D. — A  Larger  Staff  of  Trained  Visitors 
the  Greatest  Need  of  the  Department  of 
Public  Welfare. 

Need  Long  Recognized. 
The  opinion  of  the  workers  from  the  private 
societies  that  the  Boston  Department  of  Public 
Welfare  is  understaffed  is  in  line  with  the  observa- 
tion of  those  who  have  been  in  close  touch  with  the 
department.  It  has  been  known  to  be  humanly 
impossible  for  workers  of  the  highest  efficiency  and 
the  best  intent  to  discharge  without  making  mis- 
takes the  serious  responsibilities  that  have  been 
involved  in  the  great  number  of  cases  which  have 
been  pouring  in  during  this  time  of  unemployment. 

Boston's    Department    Inadequately    Staffed 
Compared  with  Cleveland  and  Detroit. 

Further,  in  support  of  the  statement  as  to  the 
inadequacy  of  Boston's  visiting  staff,  the  following 
figures  are  offered  showing  in  comparison  the 
relation  of  case  load  to  workers  in  the  cities  of 
Cleveland  and  Detroit.  The  comparison  with 
Cleveland  is  valuable  because  that  city  is  about  the 
same  size  as  Boston.  Cleveland's  relief  work, 
however,  is  not  done  by  a  public  welfare  department 
but  is  left  to  a  privately  supported  charitable 
agency,  the  Associated  Charities,  which  in  addition 
to  a  certain  amount  of  income  from  endowment 
must  get  its  funds  from  the  Welfare  Federation,  a 
community  chest.  Thus  the  city  depends  upon 
private  support  for  the  protection  of  its  citizens 
from  serious  need.  Lest  there  be  objection  to  the 
suitability  of  comparing  the  work  of  a  public 
department  in  one  city  with  that  of  a  private 
agency  in  another,  figures  are  given  for  Detroit. 
There,  as  in  Boston,  the  system  of  public  outdoor 
relief  is  operative. 


Boston. 


Case 
Load. 


Case 

Workers. 


Cleveland. 


Case 
Load. 


Case 
Workers. 


Detroit. 


Case 
Load. 


Case 

Workers, 


November,  1930 
December,  1930. 
January,  1931. . 
February,  1931 . 


7,570 
8,790 
10,770 
11,980 


28 
28 
28 
28 


7,935 
10,779 
11,785 
12,191 


162 
173 
209 
202 


31,927 
40,505 
47,843 
50,026 


153 
178 
198 
245 
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Cleveland's  Staff  Relatively  Seven  Times  Boston's. 
These  figures  indicate  how  much  more  substantial 
is  the  staff  eqiupment  provided  in  Cleveland  for  a 
service  the  weight  of  which,  so  far  as  number  of 
eases  goes,  is  not  very  different  from  that  of  Boston. 
It  will  be  seen  that  in  four  winter  months  Boston 
was  requiring  tw_enly-eight  persons  working  upon 
cases  to  carry  a  monthly  case  load  varying  from 
7,500  to  12,000,  whereas  Cleveland  employed 
seven  times  as  many  case  workers  for  a  case  load 
of  similar  dimensions.  Moreover  the  entire  force, 
visitors  and  clerks,  doing  the  work  in  Cleveland 
numbers  something  over  four  hundred  and  that  in 
Boston  eighty-one. 

Detroit's  Twice  as  Large;  Boston's  Relatively 
Smallest  in  Country. 

To  have  the  same  ratio  of  workers  to  the  total 
number  of  families  aided  in  Detroit  in  February, 
Boston  would  need  to  ha-ve  fifty-nine  instead  of 
its  actual  twenty-eight  workers.  As  a  matter  of 
fact,  our  overseers'  case  workers  are  carrying  the 
heaviest  load  per  person  shown  by  any  relief 
agency  in  the  country  according  to  the  statistics 
published  by  the  Russell  Sage  Foundation  as 
recently  as  February,  1931. 

Exhibit  E. — -Comparison  of  the  Trend  of  Boston's 

Relief   Outlays   with   Those   of   Other   Large 

Cities. 

Although    the   material   shown    in    this   exhibit 

may  not  have  direct  bearing  upon  the  particular 

point  at  issue,  it  is  offered  in  the  belief  that  you 

may  be  interested  to  see  how  the  trend  of  relief  in 

Boston  has  compared  with  that  of  other  parts  of 

the  country. 

Increasing  Relief  Demands  Countywide. 

In  common  with  practically  all  large  cities  Bos- 
ton has  been  forced  to  make  increasingly  heavy 
relief  outlays  during  the  past  few  years.  Long 
before  the  present  business  depression — as  far 
back  as  1914  when  the  Mothers'  Aid  law  became 
operative — this  increase  began  to  be  felt  in  this 
state;  but  it  is  important  to  note  that  the  rising 
curve  of  relief  was  not  peculiar  to  Boston — it  was 
countrywide;  moreover,  it  was  not  confined  to 
public  "relief  but  was  shared  by  private  charitable 
work  as  well. 

Chart  I. 

These  facts  are  shown  by  the  accompanying 
Chart  I,  on  which  is  drawn  a  curve  ("A")  showing 
the  movement  of  the  aggregate  relief  disbursements 
of  thirty-six  leading  cities  for  ten  years,  starting 
from  1916  as  a  base.  And  alongside  are  shown 
Boston's  relief  curves — that  of  the  Overseers  of 
the  Public  Welfare  in  green,  and  that  of  the  prin- 
cipal private  relief  agencies  in  black  and  red 
stripe. 

Chart  II. 

A  second  chart,  Chart  II,  drawn  on  a  logarithmic 
scale,  gives  a  useful  comparison.  It  shows  the 
movement  of  the  Boston  Overseers'  relief  dis- 
bursements month  by  month  since  January,  1930, 
in  relation  to  the  countrywide  trend  of  relief  as 
given  out  in  the  latest  report  of  the  Russell  Sage 
Foundation's  Department  of  Statistics. 

The  indication  of  the  general  trend  is  shown  in  a 
curve  (black)  representing  the  aggregate  relief  of 
128  private  agencies  and  public  departments  in  the 
larger  cities  of  the  country  widely  scattered. 
The  Boston  relief  curve  (green)  is  seen  to  follow 
with  remarkable  closeness  the  general  movement 
throughout  the  country. 

It  is  worth  noting,  however,  that  the  rise  in 
Boston's  relief  for  this  period  is  not  so  high  as  that 
representing  the  countrywide  trend.  Had  it 
been,  the  Boston  Overseers'  relief  disbursements 
for  February,  1931,  would  have  been  somewhat 
over  $700,000  (as  shown  by  the  green  arrow  on  the 
February,  1931,  line  on  the  chart)  instead  of 
$578,000. 

(Annexed  were  the  charts  referred  to.) 

The  report  was  placed  on  file. 


PETITIONS   REFERRED. 

The  following  petitions  were  received  and  re- 
ferred to  the  committees  named,  viz.: 

Claims. 
Charles  F.  Bruce,  for  refund  on  license  at  336- 
344  Boylston  street. 


Louis  M.  Cella,  for  compensation  for  damage  to 
car  caused  by  steel  stack  falling  from  roof  of  city 
property  at  North  street. 

Mary  A.  Cushing,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  property  at  33  Hawthorne  street,  Roslindale, 
caused  by  sewer  pipes  being  stopped  up. 

Edward  F.  Davis,  for  refund  on  license  fee  at  637 
Cummins  Highway. 

Francis  B.  Duffley,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  an  alleged  defect  at  Franklin  and  Pearl 
streets. 

Joseph  J.  Doyle,  for  compensation  for  damage  to 
car  by  street  sweeper. 

Mrs.  L.  E.  Eberhard,  for  compensation  for  dam- 
age to  property  at  195  West  Newton  street,  caused 
by  sanitary  truck. 

Mabel  C.  Finneran,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  property  at  21  Wensley  street,  Roxbury,  caused 
by  break  in  water  pipe. 

Lawrence  W.  Holderried,  for  compensation  for 
damage  to  property  at  26  Falmouth  street,  caused 
by  city  wagon. 

William  .1.  Horrigan,  for  compensation  for  dam- 
age to  car  caused  by  an  alleged  defect  in  Alford 
Street  Bridge. 

International  Printing  Ink  Corporation,  for 
compensation  for  damage  to  property  at  389  Atlan- 
tic avenue,  caused  by  break  in  water  main. 

Lillian  O'Connor,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  an  alleged  defect  in  Woodlawn  street. 

F.  H.  Parker,  to  be  reimbursed  for  laying  sewer 
pipes  at  10  Rawston  road,  Roslindale. 

David  Pendergast,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
received  at  City  Hospital. 

John  S.  Tufts,  for  compensation  for  damage  to 
car  by  city  cart. 

Executive. 

Petitions  for  children  under  fifteen  years  of  age 
to  appear  at  places  of  public  amusement,  viz.: 

.Mildred  C.  Sacco,  East  Boston  High  School, 
April  22,  23. 

Mary  V.  Corbett,  Lyric  Theater,  June  S. 

Amelia  Burnham,  Jordan  Hall,  May  25. 

Mrs.  C.  L.  Fox,  Jordan  Hall,  May  15. 

Lois  E.  Norris,  Jordan  Hall,  June  12. 

Kamona  Hawkins,  George  Brown  Hall,  May  25. 

David  Reid,  Huntington  Chambers,  May  1. 

Rev.  John  J.  Hart,  St.  Francis  Xavier  Hall, 
May  6,  7. 

Special  Committee  on  Jitney  Licenses. 

Boston  Elevated  Railway  Company  for  license  to 
operate  motor  vehicles  between  junction  of  Com- 
monwealth avenue  and  Chestnut  Hill  avenue  and 
the  junction  of  Chestnut  Hill  avenue  and  Washing- 
ton street,  Brighton;  over  Commonwealth  avenue 
and  Chestnut  Hill  avenue,  including  a  loop  over 
Market,  Henshaw,  Wirt  and  Washington  streets. 

Boston  Elevated  Railway  Company  for  license 
to  operate  motor  vehicles  between  the  Boston- 
Cambridge  line  on  Western  Avenue  Bridge  and  the 
junction  of  Washington  and  Market  streets, 
Brighton;  over  Western  avenue,  Market  street, 
Henshaw  street,  Wirt  street,  Washington  street, 
Market  street,  being  the  Boston  section  of  a  route 
between  Central  square,  Cambridge,  and  the 
junction  of  Washington  and  Market  street, 
Brighton. 


ABSENCE   OF   MAYOR. 

Notice  was  received  from  the  Mayor  of  his 
absence  from  the  city  and  state  on  a  tour  to 
Europe  from  May  S  to  June  16. 

Placed  on  file. 


RESIGNATION  OF   CHARLES  K.   BOLTON. 

Notice  was  received  from  the  Mayor  of  resigna- 
tion of  Charles  K.  Bolton  as  a  member  of  the  Com- 
mission on  Marking  Historical  Sites  in  the  City  of 
Boston,  and  acceptance  of  same. 

Placed  on  file. 


RESIGNATION   OF  GORDON   ABBOTT. 

Notice  was  received  from  the  Mayor  of  declina- 
tion of  Gordon  Abbott  of  appointment  to  be  a 
trustee  of  the  Boston  Public  Library  for  term 
beginning  May  1,  1931. 

Placed  on  file 
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NOTICE    OF    INTEREST    IN    CONTRACTS. 

Notice  was  received  from  Joseph  A.  Tomasello, 
a  member  of  Board  of  Appeal,  of  interest  in 
following  contracts  of  A.  G.  Tomasello  &  Son, 
Inc.,  with  City  of  Boston: 

Laying  sewer  and  water  pipes  on  Columbia 
road,  at  L  Street  Bath  House,  South  Boston. 

Constructing  Castle  Island  Boulevard,  South 
Boston. 

Constructing  new  Municipal  Golf  Course  at 
Hyde  Park-West  Roxbury. 

Placed  on  file. 


APPOINTMENT   OF   COLLECTOR   OF 

SAMPLES. 

Notice  was  received  from  the  Bureau  of  Milk 
Inspection  of  Boston  Health  Department  of 
appointment  of  Gerald  F.  Scally,  41  Belfort  street, 
Dorchester,  for  three  months  as  Collector  of 
Samples,  at  $5  per  day,  effective  April  27,  1931. 

Placed  on  file. 


RESIGNATION   OF   LEO   M.   SCHWARTZ. 

Notice  was  received  from  the  Mayor  of  the 
resignation  of  Leo  Schwartz  as  member  of  Board  of 
Zoning  Adjustment  on  April  24,  1931. 

Placed  on  file. 


BORROWING    CAPACITY    OF   CITY. 

Notice  was  received  from  the  Board  of  Com- 
missioners of  Sinking  Funds  that  city  will  be 
able  to  borrow  during  present  municipal  year 
within  the  debt  limit  established  by  law  an  addi- 
tional amount  of  $500,000,  making  total  esti- 
mated borrowing  power  of  $5,156,600.58  for  the 
municipal  year. 

Placed  on  file. 


APPOINTMENTS   BY   THE   MAYOR. 

Notice  of  the  following  appointments  by  the 
Mayor  were  received : 

Margaret  L.  Gookin,  356  Seaver  street,  Roxbury, 
Overseer  of  Public  Welfare,  for  term  ending 
May  1,  1934. 

Simon  E.  Hecht,  373  Marlborough  street,  Over- 
seer of  Public  Welfare,  term  ending  May  1,  1934. 

William  H.  Taylor,  71  Farragut  road,  South 
Boston,  Overseer  of  Public  Welfare,  term  ending 
May  1,  1934. 

Vincent  Brogna,  112  Bayswater  street,  East 
Boston,  Overseer  of  Public  Welfare,  term  ending 
May  1,  1934. 

Mary  A.  Barr,  29  Wallingford  road,  Brighton, 
member  of  City  Planning  Board,  term  ending 
April  30,  1936. 

H.  Murray  Pakulski,  28  Tremlett  street,  Dor- 
chester, member  of  Board  of  Zoning  Adjustment. 

William  T.  Aldrich,  30  Newbury  street,  member 
of  Art  Commission,  for  term  ending  April  30,  1936. 

Guy  W.  Cox,  Hotel  Somerset,  Sinking  Funds 
Commissioner,  for  term  ending  April  30,  1934. 

Frederic  J.  Crosby,  75  Arborway,  Jamaica  Plain, 
Sinking  Funds  Commissioner,  for  term  ending 
April  30,  1934. 

Severally  placed  on  file. 


RESURFACING     OF     WEBSTER     STREET. 

Coun.  DONOVAN  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,    That    the    Commissioner    of    Public 

Works  be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor, 

to  confer  with  the  officials  of  the  Boston  Elevated 

Railway  with  a  view  to  the  resurfacing  of  Webster 

Coun.  DONOVAN — Mr.  President,  my  reason 
for  filing  that  order  is  that  it  is  dealing  with  a 
matter  which  requires  concurrence  on  the  part  of 
the  Public  Works  Commissioner  and  the  Boston 
Elevated  Railway  officials.  It  calls  for  the 
resurfacing  of  Webster  street,  East  Boston.  This 
street  is  a  direct  artery  to  the  airport  and  I  am 
vitally  interested  as  a  representative  of  East 
Boston  in  having  some  action  taken.  At  the 
present  time  the  street  is  in  impassable  condition. 
I  might  digress  a  moment  to  reply  to  Counsel 
Whiteside  of  the  Massachusetts  Tax  Association, 
as  set  forth  in  the  Boston  press  this  morning,  where 


they  opposed  the  building  of  a  Strandway  in 
East  Boston.  Permit  me  to  say  to  that  organiza- 
tion that  it  is  time  for  them  to  wake  up  and  adopt 
progressive  measures,  working  in  conjunction  with 
the  officials  of  our  Commonwealth  and  City  for 
things  that  are  for  the  benefit  of  the  community. 
The  Governor  of  the  Commonwealth  and  the 
Mayor  of  the  city  have  set  aside  the  pay-as-you-go 
policy  and  adopted  a  progressive  platform  which 
is  more  in  accordance  with  the  present  times. 
We  are  confronted  every  day  with  ever-increasing 
ranks  of  the  unemployed,  and  there  is  an  ever- 
growing trend  of  our  people  down  to  the  Public 
Welfare  Department  for  assistance.  And  then 
we  hear  the  outcry  from  associations  of  this  kind 
against  a  progressive  policy  that  is  intended  to 
relieve  present  day  conditions.  I  would  simply 
say  to  them,  when  they  speak  as  they  do  under  the 
guise  of  representing  the  public  interests,  "Oh, 
economy!  what  sins  are  committed  in  thy  name!" 
If  these  things  came  under  the  category  of  tax 
abatements,  what  a  number  of  these  people  would 
be  up  here  speaking  for  them!  As  a  representative 
of  East  Boston,  I  am  naturally  interested  in  its 
growth  and  development,  and  this  proposed 
Strandway  in  East  Boston  represents  a  very 
important  development  which  will  be  greatly  in 
the  interest  of  that  section  as  well  as  of  other 
sections.  It  is  really  one  of  the  crying  needs  in 
this  city,  and  I  say  to  this  organization  that  it  is 
unfair  for  them  to  attempt  to  crystalize  sentiment 
against  a  needed  improvement  of  this  sort.  As  I 
have  already  said,  I  am  interested  in  the  growth 
and  development  of  East  Boston,  and  in  that 
connection  in  the  resurfacing  of  Webster  street, 
which  furnishes  an  artery  to  our  airport.  Con- 
sequently, I  am  going  to  ask  a  suspension  of  the 
rule  and  the  passage  of  this  order. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


PARKS   IN   WARD    1. 

Coun.  DONOVAN  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Park  Commission  be  re- 
quested, through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  grade, 
plant  flowers,  and  otherwise  put  in  proper  shape 
for  the  coming  season,  the  parks  in  Ward  1  whose 
upkeep  comes  within  the  purview  of  the  Parkman 
Fund. 
Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


APPLICATIONS  FOR  GASOLENE  PERMITS. 

Coun.  GREEN  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Board  of  Street  Commis- 
sioners be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor, 
to  investigate  all  applications  for  gasolene  permits 
for  the  purpose  of  determining  the  character, 
reputation  and  standing  of  the  applicants,  particu- 
larly with  reference  to  the  Charlestown  district. 

Coun.  GREEN — Mr.  President,  my  reason  for 
introducing  this  order  is  to  ascertain,  if  possible, 
the  identity  of  the  persons  who  are  bootlegging  in 
Charlestown  real  estate  and  endeavoring  to  turn 
the  Charlestown  district  into  a  gasolene  and  oil 
storage  supply  base.  These  men  are  probably 
acting  as  straws  for  a  combination  of  curb  brokers 
and  real  estate  sharks.  If  so,  they  are  unscrupu- 
lous shysters.  There  are  two  applications  now 
under  consideration  in  Charlestown,  one  on 
Bunker  Hill  street  and  the  other  on  Main  street, 
both  in  congested  areas,  and  which  if  approved  by 
the  Board  of  Street  Commissioners  would  constitute 
a  serious  fire  menace  to  the  homes  of  a  number  of 
my  constituents.  Bunker  Hill  street,  on  which 
the  Mayor  has  spent  $150,000  in  the  past  few 
months  for  resurfacing  and  installing  new  lights, 
should  not  be  decorated  with  unsightly  gasolene 
stations  on  every  corner.  The  location  applied 
for  at  202  Bunker  Hill  street  is  within  a  stone's 
throw  of  two  churches  and  three  schools  and 
would  constitute  a  serious  menace  not  only  to 
neighboring  property,  but  to  pedestrians  as  well. 
Now,  I  sincerely  hope,  Mr.  President,  that  my 
order  will  be  passed  under  a  suspension  of  the 
rule. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


STORAGE   OF  OIL  BARRELS, 

Coun.  GREEN  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,    That   the   Fire   Commissioner   be   re- 
quested,  through   his   Honor   the   Mayor,   to  have 
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his  Fire  Prevention  Department  investigate^  the 
storage  of  oil-soaked  barrels  opposite  the  State 
Prison  and  backing  on  the  barns  of  a  Charlestown 
city  yard  which  presents  a  serious  fire  hazard  in  a 
thickly  congested  district. 

Passed  under  a  suspension  of  the  rules. 


PERAMBULATION   OF   BOUNDARIES. 

President  McGRATH  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  two  members  of  the  City  Council, 
the  City  Clerk,  the  Clerk  of  Committees  and  the 
chief  engineer  of  the  Street  Laying-Out  Depart- 
ment, or  their  duly  appointed  substitutes,  be,  and 
hereby  are,  appointed,  in  behalf  of  the  City 
Council,  to  perambulate  the  boundary  lines  and  to 
examine  the  bound  marks  between  Boston  and 
the  adjacent  cities  and  towns  of  Revere,  Everett, 
Somerville,  Newton,  Brookline,  Dedham  and 
Milton,  to  report  descriptions  of  the  same  for 
record,  and  to  cause  bound  marks  to  be  erected 
or  removed  wherever  necessary;  the  expense 
incurred  under  the  authority  of  this  order,  if  any, 
to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for  Reserve 
Fund. 

Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 


CONDUCT  OF  BUSINESS  BY  DEPARTMENT 
HEADS. 
Coun.  DOWD  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  requested 
to  issue  appropriate  instructions  that  during  his 
absence  from  this  country  department  heads  will 
conduct  their  business  in  the  customary  manner, 
through  the  Acting  Mayor. 

Coun.  DOWD — Mr.  President,  we  all  know 
that  the  Mayor  is  about  to  take  a  short  trip  of  five 
or  six  weeks,  and  I  am  sure  that  no  one  in  Boston 
objects  to  that,  because  he  really  deserves  the  rest 
he  is  going  to  get.  At  the  same  time,  we  who  have 
been  in  political  life  in  Boston  realize  only  too 
well  that  when  the  Mayor  leaves  Boston,  even  for 
only  a  week  or  two,  he  issues  orders  to  his  depart- 
ment heads  not  to  send  a  single  matter  of  import- 
ance to  the  Acting  Mayor  of  Boston  for  his  signa- 
ture. There  are  twenty-two  members  of  this  City 
Council.  We,  as  well  as  the  Mayor  of  Boston, 
have  been  elected  by  the  people.  We  in  our  judg- 
ment select  a  man  to  preside  over  the  destinies  of 
this  Council,  a  man  who  in  the  absence  of  the 
Mayor  is  Acting  Mayor  of  Boston.  I  have  under- 
stood and  have  been  informed  on  very  good  authors 
ity  that  orders  have  been  issued  that  no  contract- 
are  to  be  sent  to  the  Mayor's  office  until  he  returns. 
I  say  to  you,  Mr.  President,  I  say  to  the  members 
of  the  Council  and  I  say  to  the  people  of  Boston, 
that  it  is  absolutely  unfair  to  tie  up  the  business  of 
this  great  city  for  five,  or  seven  weeks,  when  we 
have  a  man  as  Acting  Mayor  who  is  capable  of 
filling  the  office  of  Mayor  of  Boston.  We  all 
know  that  under  the  City  Charter  the  Acting 
Mayor  has  the  same  authority,  when  the  Mayor  is 
out  of  the  country,  as  the  elected  Mayor  of  Boston. 
But  right  in  the  best  time  of  the  year  for  work,  and 
with  unemployment  rife,  are  we  to  be  told  that 
things  are  to  be  shut  down  and  that  there  will  be 
no  more  contracts  signed  until  the  Mayor  has 
returned?  With  millions  of  dollars,  with  prac- 
tically $3,000,000  to  be  spent  on  new  streets  and 
resurfacing,  what  do  they  intend  to  do?  Things 
have  only  been  started  for  a  few  weeks,  and  it  now 
looks  as  if  they  might  be  shut  down  for  the  next 
six  or  seven  weeks.  What  is  going  to  happen  then 
with  things  tied  up  for  six  or  seven  weeks?  I  say 
it  is  unfair.  What  is  going  to  happen  to  the 
Governor  square  project  of  which  we  have  heard 
so  much?  There  were  to  be  1,500  men  placed 
there.  Is  there  any  reason  why  such  work  and 
other  work  around  this  city  cannot  be  carried  on? 
Still,  we  find  that  orders  have  been  issued  not  only 
to  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Works  but  to  every 
department  head  of  the  city  not  to  send  anything 
down  to  the  Mayor's  office  while  he  is  away,  unless 
it  is  an  absolute  emergency,  and  there  will  be  very 
few  emergencies.  Oh,  you  hear  a  good  deal  of 
talk  about  relieving  unemployment!  I  say  to  the 
Mayor  that  that  is  a  lot  of  bunk  and  hokum. 
There  has  not  been  an  honest-to-God  attempt  to 
alleviate  the  unemployment  situation  in  Boston. 
If  there  has  been,  the  men  would  be  on  the  streets 
working  today.  If  there  were,  they  would  cut  out 
the  machinery.     They  tell  me  that  on  the  $200,000 


contract  we  passed  for  South  Boston  there  will  be 
twenty  men  employed.  It  is  very  laughable  to 
hear  the  councilor  from  East  Boston  (Coun. 
Donovan)  talk  about  a  Strandway  for  East  Boston, 
in  order  to  relieve  the  unemployment  situation. 
With  all  the  money  that  has  been  spent  there,  not 
over  one  hundred  men  have  been  employed,  if 
there  are  one  hundred.  So  I  am  asking,  members 
of  the  Council,  in  fairness  to  the  people  of  Boston 
that  we  attempt  to  take  such  action  that  the  busi- 
ness of  this  great  city  will  not  be  tied  up  for  five, 
six  or  seven  weeks,  because  of  the  Mayor  of  Boston 
instructing  his  department  heads  not  to  send  to  the 
Acting  Alayor  of  Boston  any  important  papers.  I 
am  not  expecting  to  gain  anything  personally  be 
an  order  of  this  kind,  because  you  all  know  of  thy 
strained  feeling  between  the  Acting  Mayor  and 
myself,  and  the  signing  of  a  contract  by  the 
Acting  Mayor  would  not  mean  anything  personally 
to  me.  So  I  have  nothing  to  gain  personally  by  it. 
I  repeat  that  the  Mayor  of  Boston  is  entitled  to  a 
rest.  There  is  no  question  about  that.  But  the 
taxpayers,  the  thousands  upon  thousands  of 
people  living  in  the  City  of  Boston,  are  entitled  to 
some  consideration.  So  I  say  the  conduct  of  the 
business  of  the  city  should  go  on  the  same  as  usual 
in  the  absence  of  the  Mayor,  because  the  President 
of  this  body,  to  my  mind,  is  capable  of  administer- 
ing the  affairs  of  the  city  in  the  absence  of  the 
Mayor.  And  I  do  not  say  this  in  any  flattering 
manner,  in  order  to  place  myself  in  the  good  graces 
of  the  Acting  Mayor. 

Coun.  DONOVAN— Mr.  President,  I  find  my- 
self forced  to  take  issue  with  my  colleague  from 
Roxbury  when  he  claims  that  work  on  the  proposed 
Strandway  would  not  employ  quite  a  number  of 
men  and  help  to  relieve  the  unemployment  situa- 
tion. And  let  me  say  that  his  Honor  the  Mayor 
is  interested  in  relieving  the  unemployment  situa- 
tion. In  fact,  I  asked  the  Mayor  to  carry  one 
hundred  men  for  another  month  under  the  depend- 
ent clause  act  of  the  civil  service,  and  he  did  so. 
That  certainly  helped  in  relieving  the  unemploy- 
ment situation.  There  is  a  call  to  speed  up  the 
work  on  the  Governor  square  job  at  the  present 
time.  I  find  myself  agreeing  in  some  respects 
with  my  colleague  from  Roxbury  in  regard  to  this 
matter.  But  in  reference  to  the  East  Boston 
Strandway,  let  me  say  that  it  is  a  sore  spot  with  me. 
I  am  vitally  interested  in  the  development  of  East 
Boston,  and  not  in  the  interest  of  a  speculative 
group  of  contractors.  I  am  interested  in  relieving 
the  unemployment  situation,  and  that  is  accom- 
plished either  through  work  done  by  the  city  or  by 
a  contractor.  We  can  at  least  send  men  there  in 
an  endeavor  to  relieve  the  unemployment  situation. 
I  do  not  endeavor  to  kid  a  man.  While  I  am  in 
office  I  propose  to  do  the  best  I  can  to  find  work 
for  men  who  need  it,  and  it  is  only  by  sponsoring 
and  advocating  projects  throughout  this  city  which 
will  furnish  work  to  men  that  we  are  going  to 
relieve  the  unemployment  situation. 

Coun.  NORTON— Mr.  President,  I  would  like 
to  agree  with  the  colleague  from  East  Boston 
(Coun.  Donovan)  as  to  relieving  unemployment 
through  public  works.  But  last  year  we  spent 
more  money  than  ever  on  public  works  and  relieved 
no  unemployment  whatever.  The  United  States 
Bureau  of  Statistics  brought  out  the  fact  that 
there  was  spent  here  in  Massachusetts  this  last 
year  in  wages  §1,750,000,000.  Now,  a  billion 
dollars  is  a  thousand  million.  So  if  we  spend  this 
year  even  S50, 000,000  in  wages  on  these  under- 
takings in  the  Commonwealth — and  that  is  twice 
what  we  will  spend — it  would  be  only  a  drop  in 
the  bucket.  I  claim  that  the  man  in  public 
office  a  year  from  today,  who  claims  that  he  is 
going  to  help  out  in  the  unemployment  situation 
by  expending  the  public  money  on  luxuries  will 
find  that  he  is  doing  a  very  unpopular  thing. 
As  a  matter  of  fact,  many  of  these  big  projects 
do  not  mean  at  all  putting  any  number  of  men  at 
work.  They  simply  mean  giving  the  contractors 
bigger  fees  out  of  the  public  treasury. 

Coun.  DONOVAN— Mr.  President,  wiU  the 
gentleman  yield? 

President  McGRATH— Does  the  gentleman 
yield? 

Coun.  NORTON — No,  not  now,  Mr.  President. 
If  we  are  going  to  spend  these  large  amounts  of 
money  on  luxuries,  in  the  interest  of  a  few  con- 
tractors and  a  few  politicians,  enabling  them  to 
make  a  bigger  grab  of  the  people's  money  than 
ever,  there  is  certainly  going  to  be  a  reaction 
against  those  who  favor  that  sort  of  thing. 

Coun.  DONOVAN— Mr.  President,  I  would 
like  to  ask  my  colleague  from  Hyde  Park  if  he 
considers  the  Strandway  in  East  Boston  a  luxury  ? 
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Coun.  NORTON— Mr.  President,  I  call  any- 
thing a  luxury  in  these  days  that  has  the  name 
"Strandway"  attached  to  it.  While  we  have 
hundreds  of  streets  in  Boston,  where  people  live 
who  have  paid  taxes  for  years,  that  are  in  such 
condition  in  the  winter  that  children  are  unable  to 
get  to  school  and  firemen  are  unable  *°  Se*  *° 
the  section,  as  is  the  case  in  the  Roslindale  section 
or  in  the  Blue  Hill  section,  where  today  at  times 
I  would  defy  a  fire  engine  to  get  to  certain  places 
where  there  are  hundreds  of  homes.  T  do  call  it 
a  luxury,  colleague,  to  spend  many  thousands  of 
dollars  on  a  roadway  along  the  waterfront  at  times 
like  these,  to  spend  thousands  on  rose  gardens, 
to  spend  $8,000  on  the  entertainment  of  the 
prince  and  princess  of  Japan,  when  there  are  so 
many  out  of  work.  I  feel  that  the  Japanese 
prince  and  princess  could  have  been  given  a  fine 
time  with  the  expenditure  of  $2,500,  and  I  would 
like  to  see  the  balance  of  the  $8,000  that  was  spent 
on  Japanese,  royalty,  the  large  sum  spent  on  the 
rose  garden  and  the  lagoon  and  on  a  Strandway 
along  the  waterfront,  spent  in  putting  people  to 
work  on  our  streetB,  which  more  greatly  need 
attention  perhaps  than  at  any  time  in  our  history. 
Yes,  good  colleague,  I  do  call  it  a  luxury. 

Coun.  DONOVAN— Mr.  President,  I  don't  wish 
to  continue  the  debate  longer  with  my  colleague 
from  Hyde  Park.  We  can  all  talk  generalities  and 
find  fault.  Constructive  criticism,  of  course,  is 
O.  K.,  but  when  we  have  criticism  it  should  aim  at 
something  worthwhile,  and  not  be  merely  destruc- 
tive. Of  course  my  colleague  from  Hyde  Park 
would  like  to  see  the  streets  in  Hyde  Park  like  the 
streets  in  East  Boston,  and  I  don't  blame  him  for 
that.  But  Hyde  Park  has  been  a  part  of  Boston, 
I  think,  only  since  1912,  whereas  East  Boston  has 
been  a  part  of  Boston  since  1637,  and  we  have  been 
paying  taxes  on  some  $51,000,000.  Of  course  he 
and  I  can  debate  the  school  question,  the  park 
situation  and  what  not.  Each  district  has  its 
particular  problem.  I  believe  in  spending  money 
in  congested  districts  for  playgrounds  and  that 
sort  of  thing,  and  I  believe  that  this  proposed 
Strandway  will  be  not  only  a  great  thing  for  the 
people  of  East  Boston  but  that  it  will  be  a  valuable 
piece  of  communication  with  the  North  Shore.  It 
is  not  only  an  East  Boston  project,  but  a  project 
that  interests  the  people  going  to  and  from  the 
North  Shore  as  well.  It  will  relieve  the  traffic 
congestion  that  we  see  at  the  present  time  through 
the  neck  of  the  bottle  in  Charlestown.  Between 
five  and  seven  o'clock  at  night  the  route  over 
through  there  is  practically  impassable,  with 
trucks  and  other  vehicles  bound  for  the  North 
Shore  and  East  Boston.  So  this  Strandway  is  not 
a  luxury,  and  it  is  not  alone  a  thing  that  the  people 
of  East  Boston  are  interested  in.  As  I  say,  East 
Boston  has  been  a  part  of  Boston  since  1637,  has 
paid  taxes  all  this  time,  and  is  certainly  entitled 
to  proper  consideration  in  these  matters. 

Coun.  BUSH — Mr.  President,  our  colleague  has 
made  some  reference  to  the  entertainment  of  the 
Japanese  prince  and  princess  in.  Boston.  He  does 
not  seem  to  believe  in  such  entertainment.  I 
just  want  to  make  this  statement,  that  it  is  better 
in  my  mind  to  spend  a  few  thousand  dollars  in 
entertaining  the  representatives  of  a  powerful 
foreign  power  and  thereby  increase  the  amicable 
relations  between  our  country  and  other  countries 
than  it  is  to  spend  far  greater  sums  on  machine 
guns,   military  preparations  and   battleships. 

Coun.  NORTON— Mr.  President,  I  think  it  will 
be  found  that  the  amount  of  money  spent  by  the 
United  States  in  Washington,  through  Secretary 
Stimson,  in  entertaining  the  brother  of  the  Mikado 
of  Japan  and  his  wife  will  be  found  to  be  not  as 
large  as  the  amount  we  have  spent  here  in  Boston. 
I  think  an  examination  of  the  records  will  show 
that  to  be  so.  Of  course  we  all  want  to  show 
honor  to  representatives  of  great  foreign  nations, 
and  I  believe  in  showing  every  honor  to  the 
representatives  of  this  nation  of  the  Pacific,  as  to 
the  representatives  of  all  other  nations.  At  the 
same  time,  I  respectfully  submit  that  with  100,000 
people  in  Boston  today  looking  for  something  to 
eat,  we  spent  a  little  too  much  to  entertain  a 
foreign  prince,  who  could  have  been  taken  care 
of  easily  and  nicely  for  $2,500. 

Coun.  BUSH — Mr.  President,  the  previous 
speaker  made  a  statement  as  to  the  amount  of 
money  that  was  spent  here  on  the  entertainment 
of  the  Japanese  prince  and  princess.  I  want  to 
know  the  authority  for  or  the  authenticity  of  the 
statement  he  has  made,  whether  he  knows  or  is 
only  guessing? 


President  McGRATH— The  Chair  will  rule  that 
the  order  which  has  been  offered  and  which  is 
before  us. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


DISCHARGE  OF  DAY  LABORERS  ON  NEW 
GOLF   COURSE. 

Coun.  DOWD  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Park  Commission  be  re- 
quested, through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  advise 
the  City  Council  the  reason  for  the  discharge  of  the 
day  laborers  who  were  hired  on  the  construction  of 
the  new  golf  course,  and  the  awarding  of  the  work 
to  a  contractor. 

Coun.  DOWD — Mr.  President,  once  more  we 
have  bunkum  in  reference  to  the  unemployment 
situation.  I  have  before  me  a  copy  of  the  City 
Record  which  gives  the  action  on  the  original  order 
that  was  introduced  for  the  so-called  golf  links  in 
Hyde  Park.  At  that  time  we  were  assured  by 
the  Mayor  of  Boston  and  the  Park  Commissioner 
that  the  Hyde  Park  golf  links  would  be  laid  out 
and  completed  by  day  labor.  But,  lo  and  behold! 
what  do  we  now  find?  After  this  Council  in  its 
wisdom  gave  to  the  Mayor  of  Boston  and  to  the 
Park  Commissioner  the  sum  of  $500,000  to  be 
spent  on  a  golf  course,  to  be  used  by  a  few  hundred 
idle  rich,  we  find  that  last  Friday  night  over 
two  hundred  fifty  employees  of  the  Park  Depart- 
ment, a  large  majority  of  whom  were  hired  to 
work  on  the  golf  course,  were  fired.  And  then  the 
Mayor  talks  about  unemployment.  If  he  was 
sincere  when  he  sent  that  message  to  the  Council, 
the  Council  thereupon  voting  half  a  million  for  the 
golf  course,  then  I  say  he  must  have  changed  his 
mind  very,  very  quickly,  and  overnight,  because 
those  men  were  discharged  Friday  night.  And, 
lo  and  behold!  we  find  that  a  contractor  has  been 
awarded  the  job  and  that  the  contractor's  men 
are  out  there  grading  and  ploughing.  Who  can 
say  that  the  men  who  have  been  out  there  for 
three  months  are  not  just  as  capable  of  doing  the 
grading  as  the  men  hired  by  the  contractor?  I 
agree  with  the  Tax  Association  that  it  is  about 
time  that  this  orgy  of  spending  should  stop. 
You  will  realzie  it  full  well  when  your  tax  rate  is 
boosted  $2  or  $3.  I  want  to  ask  the  Mayor  of 
Boston  if  he  was  sincere  when  he  asked  us  to  give 
him  the  money  and  promised  us  in  black  and  white 
that  it  would  be  used  for  day  labor,  in  view  of  the 
fact  that  we  now  sec  favored  contractors  on  the  job? 
Of  course,  1  think  we  all  want  to  see  the  boys  who 
work  and  get  $30  a  week  favored  in  times  like 
these,  and  not  contractors  who  are  perhaps  going 
to  benefit  financially  to  the  extent  of  $150,000  to 
$200,000. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


PURCHASE   OF   COAL. 

Coun.  DOWD  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Overseers  of  the  Public  Wel- 
fare be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor, 
to  discontinue  the  purchase  of  coal  in  small  lots 
from  coal  companies,  and  that  coal  be  purchased  in 
bulk,  such  bulk  coal  to  be  put  in  bags  by  those  on 
the  relief  rolls  of  the  department,  and  delivered  in 
trucks,  thereby  saving  the  city  three  dollars  a  ton. 
Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


TREATMENT   OF   APPLICANTS    FOR   AID. 

Coun.  DOWD  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  chairman  of  the  Overseers  of 
the  Public  Welfare  be  requested,  through  his  Honor 
the  Mayor,  to  instruct  the  visitors  of  said  depart- 
ment to  treat  applicants  for,  and  those  receiving, 
aid,  with  the  common  courtesy  due  to  citizens  of 
the  Commonwealth. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


GROCERY    ORDERS    TO    CHAIN    STORES. 

Coun.  DOWD  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Overseers  of  the  Public 
Welfare  be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the 
Mayor,  to  discontinue  giving  grocery  orders  to 
the  chain  stores,  and  instead  to  give  such  orders 
on  independent  local  grocery  dealers. 
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CITY    COUNCIL. 


Coun.  DOWD — Mr.  President,  1  simply  want 
to  call  the  attention  of  the  Council  to  the  fact 
that  60  per  cent  of  the  orders  for  groceries  for  the 
poor  are  going  to  the  First  National  Stores.  I 
have  been  against  that  for  four  or  five  years. 
The  warehouses  of  these  stores  are  located  in  the 
city  of  Somerville  and  are  taxed  for  $15,000,000. 
The  City  of  Boston  gets  no  benefit  from  that.  I 
say  it  is  about  time  that  some  of  the  independent 
grocery  men  of  Boston,  who  own  property  and 
pay  taxes  in  Boston,  should  have  an  opportunity 
to  get  a  share  of  this  grocery  business,  some  of 
these  grocery  orders  which  are  so  freely  given  to 
the  First  National  .Stores. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


INVESTIGATION   BY   AUDITORS. 
Coun.  DOWD  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,    That    his    Honor   the    Mayor    be    re- 
quested to  advise  the  City  Council  as  to  the  present 
status  of  the  order  recently  passed  calling  for  an 
investigation  into  the  conduct  of  the  administration 
of  the  Overseers  of  the  Public  Welfare,  by  auditors. 
Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


PLAYGROUND  IN  WARD  15. 
Coun.  KELLY  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  thirty  thousand 
dollars  be,  and  the  same  hereby  is,  appropriated, 
to  be  expended  under  the  direction  of  the  Park 
Commission,  for  the  establishment  of  a  children's 
playground  in  the  vicinity  of  Greenwich  and 
Kimball  streets,  Ward  15,  and  that  to  meet  said 
appropriation  the  City  Treasurer  be  authorized 
to  issue,  from  time  to  time,  upon  the  request  of  the 
Mayor,  bonds  or  certificates  of  indebtedness  of 
the  city  to  said  amount. 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 


GATES  AT  ENTRANCE  TO  ADAMS  STREET. 

Coun.  KELLY  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Park  Commission  be  again 
requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  erect 
gates  at  each  entrance  to  Adams  street  from  Ronan 
Park,  Ward  15,  to  prevent  the  further  slaughter 
of  little  children  who  cross  this  dangerous  thorough- 
fare in  going  to  and  returning  from  this  play- 
ground. 

Coun.  KELLY — Mr.  President,  this  is  the 
second  time  I  have  introduced  this  order  and  I  am 
going  to  take  occasion,  at  this  time  to  speak  on  both 
orders  I  have  introduced,  because  they  both  con- 
cern my  ward.  A  week  ago  today  a  little  child 
was  killed  on  Adams  street  while  returning  home 
to  supper  from  Ronan  Park.  The  child  ran  out  of 
Ronan  Park  and  was  about  to  cross  Adams  street, 
and  was  struck  by  a  truck.  I  will  not  say  it  was 
the  driver's  fault,  but  its  little  head  was  taken  off. 
When  I  heard  of  the  accident  I  immediately  went 
out  to  the  spot  and  found  that  if  two  improvements, 
or  possibly  only  one,  for  which  I  had  introduced 
orders  here  which  were  passed  unanimously,  had 
been  put  into  effect,  the  accident  would  not  have 
happened.  So  I  immediately  wrote,  under  date 
of  April  28,  to  the  man  whom  I  held  responsible  for 
this  accident,  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  a  letter,  and 
up  to  this  time,  a  week  later,  on  this  very  important 
matter,  I  have  received  no  reply  from  his  Honor 
the  Mayor.  I  sent  the  following  letter  to  the 
Mayor  under  date  of  April  28,  1931: 

Hon.  James  M.  Curley, 

Mayor,  Boston,  Mass. 

Dear  Mr.  Mayor, — You  have  no  doubt  read  in 
this  morning's  papers  of  the  tragic  death  of  little 
Francis  Ogden,  four  years  of  age,  of  1314  Dorches- 
ter avenue,  in  my  district,  whose  head  was  crushed 
by  an  auto  truck  while  he  was  running  across 
Adams  street  from  Ronan  Park  on  his  way  home 
to  supper.  When  the  boy's  father  reached  the 
scene  of  the  accident,  he  found  that  the  mangled 
body  of  his  little  son  had  gone  to  the  hospital  and 
all  that  he  could  see  was  his  son's  brains  lying  in 
the  gutter  alongside  of  his  little  hat. 

I  now  charge  you,  sir,  as  being  indirectly  respon- 
sible for  this  little  boy's  death  and  for  all  the  mental 
anguish  and  suffering  caused  his  parents  and  rela- 
tives, for  the  following  reasons: 

On  January  19  of  this  year  I  introduced  an  order 


in  the  City  Council  calling  for  an  appropriation  of 
$30,000  for  the  establishment  of  a  playground  for 
children  under  twelve  years  of  age  in  the  vicinity 
of  this  little  boy's  home,  which  was  referred  to  the 
City  Council  Committee  on  Finance.  This  com- 
mittee recommended  the  passsage  of  my  order  on 
February  2,  and,  upon  roll  call,  the  order  was 
passed  by  a  vote  of  19  to  1. 

Five  weeks  later,  on  March  9,  in  your  official 
capacity  as  Mayor  of  Boston,  you  vetoed  this 
appropriation  which  you  must  have  been  aware 
was  to  provide  for  a  much-needed  improvement  to 
safeguard  the  lives  of  the  little  children  in  the 
neighborhood,  forcing  them  to  twice  risk  their 
lives  in  crossing  two  dangerous  thoroughfares, 
namely,  Dorchester  avenue  and  Adams  street,  in 
order  to  reach  the  nearest  playground  at  Ronan 
Park,  some  distance  away. 

You  will  recall  that  after  the  death  of  the  Roach 
boy  of  Greenwich  street  at  about  exactly  the  same 
spot,  I  introduced  an  order  on  January  26  request- 
ing you  to  instruct  the  Park  Commission  to  install 
gates  at  all  entrances  leading  from  Ronan  Park  to 
Adams  street  for  the  purpose  of  preventing  further 
accidents  of  this  nature,  but,  up  to  the  present 
time,  nothing  has  been  done. 

I  now  claim  that  if  the  gates  had  been  installed 
at  these  entrances,  or  if  the  appropriation  for  the 
children's  playground  at  Greenwich  and  Kimball 
streets  had  been  approved  by  you,  the  tragic  death 
of  the  little  Ogden  boy  as  well  as  other  serious 
accidents  at  this  particular  location  would  never 
have  occurred. 

If  you  were  sincere  in  your  campaign  pledges  for 
more  and  larger  playgrounds  in  the  congested 
sections  of  Boston,  why  did  you  disapprove  my 
order,  and  why  did  you  not  have  the  Park  Com- 
mission erect  gates  at  those  entrances  on  Ronan 
Park  in  order  to  protect  the  lives  of  these  little 
children  who  are  unable  to  protect  themselves? 

It  is  interesting  to  note  that  you  are  spending 
over  a  half  million  dollars  of  the  taxpayers'  money 
for  the  establishment  of  a  new  golf  course  in  the 
Hyde  Park  section,  while  you  state  in  your  veto 
message  on  my  order  that  there  is  no  money  avail- 
able for  playground  purposes. 

I  know  now  that  rumors  which  are  current 
throughout  the  city  that  vou  are  catering  to  the 
highbrows  and  forgetting  the  poor  people,  who  are 
responsible  for  your  success,  are  true. 

How  long  must  this  slaughter  of  innocent  chil- 
dren continue  before  you  take  favorable  action  on 
the  orders  passed  by  the  City  Council  for  these  two 
important  improvements? 

Very  truly  yours, 

Francis  E.  Kelly, 

City  Councilor, 
Ward  15,  Dorchester. 

Now,  Mr.  President,  this  is  a  very  serious 
question.  When  you  talk  about  the  lives  and 
safety  of  children  of  tender  years,  you  are  talking 
about  something  very  important  and  very  near 
to  the  heart  of  every  single  person  in  this  city  of 
ours.  I  wonder  why,  after  my  calling  the  Mayor's 
attention  to  a  matter  like  this,  he  has  not  even 
seen  fit  to  answer  me?  It  is  very  important. 
This  child  never  would  have  been  killed  if  it  had 
been  allowed  to  play  in  a  playground  back  of  the 
house,  on  the  vacant  land  that  I  wish  to  have 
taken  and  used  for  playground  purposes.  He 
would  never  have  been  killed  if  there  had  been 
protection  afforded  at  these  three  entrances  to 
Ronan  Park,  so  that  when  children  skated  or 
ran  down  there  toward  the  thoroughfare  they 
would  not  have  been  endangered  by  the  South 
Shore  traffic.  I  say  that  instead  of  some  of  the 
foolish  expenditures  that  are  now  being  made  with 
the  money  of  the  taxpayers,  things  like  this  should 
be  first  attended  to.  Civic  and  taxpayers'  organi- 
zations are  waking  up  to  the  fact  that  there  are 
many  little  matters  like  this  of  extreme  importance 
to  the  community  and  to  the  children  that  should 
be  taken  care  of.  I  say,  however,  that  the  Mayor 
of  Boston  is  trying  to  punish  my  district  for  the 
stand  that  certain  politicians  in  my  district  took 
against  him  in  the  last  campaign.  I  did  not 
happen  to  be  one  of  them.  I  am  not  talking 
about  myself  in  this  matter,  but  on  account  of 
the  position  taken  by  certain  political  leaders  in 
my  district  the  district  must  suffer.  Now,  Mr. 
President,  I  intend  not  to  have  it  suffer.  I  see 
now  that  the  Mayor  is  going  away  for  a  vacation 
for  five  or  six  weeks,  and  perhaps  his  rest  is  well 
deserved.  But  I  think  the  reason  why  he  is 
going  is  that  the  taxpayers  are  getting  wise  to 
what  has  been  happening,   that  the   Real  Estate 
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Exchange  and  other  critics  are  getting  started, 
and  the  best  thing  for  a  coward  to  do  when  criticism 
comes  is  to  get  out  of  the  country.  I  think  you 
will  find  that  what  I  am  saying  now  is  pretty 
nearly  the  truth.  I  say  that  the  Mayor,  who  is 
getting  $20,000  a  year, — practically  as  much  as 
one  half  of  the  members  of  the  Council  put  to- 
gether,— should  look  into  these  matters  affecting 
playgrounds,  which  at  election  time  he  sees  fit  to 
consider  on  the  platform  as  very  important  matters. 
I  have  been  giving  out  stories  here,  but  for  some 
reason  or  other  some  of  the  papers  are  not  printing 
them.  I  gave  out  a  story  last  week  that  came  out 
in  the  papers  five  months  ago.  I  knew  what  the 
Mayor  was  playing  for.  I  could  see  his  play 
right  along.  Instead  of  looking  after  the  city,  the 
job  which  he  has  been  put  in  office  for,  he  is  forget- 
ting the  city  and  trying  to  make  himself  popular 
throughout  the  state,  in  order  that  he  may  run 
for  Governor.  We  see  in  the  papers  now  that 
Lieutenant-Governor  Youngman  has  backers  to 
the  extent  of  $100,000  as  the  Republican  candidate 
for  Governor.  I  don't  think  we  have  to  be  very 
smart  to  know  how  that  comes  about.  I  say  that 
that  $100,000,  which  is  awaiting  Lieutenant- 
Governor  Youngman,  comes  from  the  Mayor's 
office,  in  order  that  Lieutenant-Governor  Young- 
man may  be  nominated,  the  Mayor  feeling  that 
he  will  be  the  easiest  Republican  candidate  for  him 
to  defeat.  I  think  we  all  know  the  source  of 
supply  of  the  $100,000,  that  it  is  nothing  more  nor 
less  than  money  taken  from  the  taxpayers  of 
Boston,  directly  or  indirectly,  by  the  Mayor  of 
Boston.  I  move  that  this  order  be  passed  under 
suspension  of  the  rule. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


TRAFFIC  LIGHTS,  OLD  COLONY  PARKWAY. 

Coun.  FISH  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Boston  Traffic  Commis- 
sioner, through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  confer  with 
the  chairman  of  the  Metropolitan  District  Com- 
mission relative  to  the  installation  of  traffic  lights 
at  the  various  intersections  on  Old  Colony  Park- 
way, Ward  16. 

Coun.  FISH — Mr.  President,  this  makes  the 
fourth  time  I  have  introduced  a  similar  order. 
Mr.  Conry,  the  Traffic  Commissioner,  informs  me, 
through  the  Corporation  Counsel  of  the  City  of 
Boston,  that  he  is  not  responsible  for  traffic  at 
these  intersections.  I,  in  turn,  appealed  to  the 
Attorney-General  for  his  opinion.  The  Attorney- 
General  tells  me  that  1  am  not  a  state  official  and 
that  therefore  1  cannot  get  an  opinion  from  him 
as  a  state  officer.  I  wrote  to  the  Governor  of  the 
Commonwealth  and  asked  him  to  get  me  that 
opinion.  As  yet  I  have  not  heard  from  the 
Governor  of  the  Commonwealth.  This  morning 
I  took  a  walk  through  the  bouelvard,  and  1  find 
that  the  Metropolitan  District  Commission  have 
gone  so  far  as  to  put  checkers  on  these  intersections 
to  check  up  the  flow  of  traffic  on  the  boulevard. 
For  that  reason  I  have  introduced  this  order,  in 
hope  that  his  Honor  the  Mayor  will  ask  Mr.  Conry, 
the  Traffic  Commissioner,  to  get  in  touch  with  the 
Metropolitan  District  Commission  and  see  if  wc 
cannot  get  lights  upon  that  boulevard. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


PRIVILEGES   FOR   POLICEMEN. 

Coun.  HEIN  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  requested 
to  petition  the  General  Court  for  legislation  to 
provide  for  policemen  who  are  legally  assigned  for 
duty  in  another  city  or  town  corresponding  immu- 
nities and  privileges  to  those  extended  to  firemen 
under  similar  conditions,  under  the  provisions  of 
chapter  250  of  the  Acts  of  1925. 
Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


EN  TIC  RTA I NM  E  NT   O  F 
ROYALTY. 


JAPANESE 


Coun.  BUSH — Mr.  President,  1  ask  unanimous 
consent  to  make  a  statement  at  this  time. 

President  McGRATH — If  there  is  no  objection, 
the   councilor  will   proceed. 

Coun.  BUSH — Mr.  President  and  members  of 
the  Council,  I  rise  at  this  time  purely  in  the  interest 


of  fairness,  justice  and  truth.  There  has  been 
considerable  controversy,  considerable  rumor  and 
talk,  concerning  the  amount  expended  for  the 
entertainment  of  the  Japanese  prince  and  princess 
in  this  city.  Since  my  colleague  from  Hyde  Park 
(Coun.  Norton)  spoke  on  the  subject  I  have  taken 
the  trouble  to  get  definite  information  as  to  the 
exact  amount  spent,  and  the  Director  of  Public 
Celebrations  states  that  less  than  $4,000  has  been 
spent  for  the  entertainment  of  the  royal  guests. 
I  am  further  informed  that  a  large  part  of  the 
floral  decorations  were  loaned  by  the  Park  Depart- 
ment. I  believe  this  ought  to  correct  the  impres- 
sion that  there  was  any  such  sum  as  $0,000  to 
$8,000  or  more  spent  for  the  entertainment  of 
these  guests. 

Coun.  NORTON — Mr.  President,  I  ask  unani- 
mous consent  to  make  a  statement. 

President  McGRATH — If  there  is  no  objection, 
the  councilor  will  proceed. 

Coun.  NORTON — Mr.  President,  some  weeks 
ago  I  made  a  similar  statement  here  and  was 
questioned  upon  it,  and  later  produced  the  evidence 
to  prove  the  statement  I  made  here  in  the  Council. 
In  regard  to  my  statement  today  as  to  the  expendi- 
ture of  the  Japanese  prince  and  princess,  I  am  not 
ready  at  this  time  to  accept  the  figures  presented 
here  by  my  colleague  from  the  Director  of  Public 
Celebrations,  and  at  a  subsequent  meeting  I  will 
present  my  figures. 


SIDEWALK  ON  JOHN  A.  ANDREW  STREET. 

Coun.  MURRAY  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  make  a  sidewalk  along  John  A.  Andrew 
street,  from  Newbern  street  to  Carolina  avenue, 
Ward  19,  in  front  of  the  estates  bordering  thereon; 
said  sidewalk  to  be  from  3  to  10  inches  above 
the  gutter  adjoining,  to  be  from  5  to  12  feet  in 
widtli,  and  to  be  built  of  artificial  stone,  with 
granite  edgestones,  under  the  provisions  of  chapter 
196  of  the  Special  Acts  of  1917. 
Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


SUBSTITUTE   QUARTERS   FOR   MOSQUITO 
FLEET  YACHT   CLUB. 

Coun.  LYNCH  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Board  of  Park  Commis- 
sioners be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the 
Mayor,  to  report  to  the  City  Council  as  to  whether 
or  not  it  is  possible  and  feasible  to  provide  sub- 
stitute quarters  for  the  Mosquito  Fleet  Yacht 
Club  in  place  of  the  present  building  which  is  now 
located  too  near  the  L  Street  Bath  House. 
Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


BAN   ON    CERTAIN   PICTURES. 

Coun.  GREEN — Mr.  President,  I  ask  unani- 
mous consent  to  make  a  statement. 

President  MrG RATH— The  Chair  hears  no 
objection.     The  councilor  may  proceed. 

Coun.  GREEN — Mr.  President,  a  week  ago  an 
order  which  I  had  introduced,  having  to  do  with  the 
censorship  of  moving  pictures  as  affecting  little 
children  of  school  age,  was  passed  under  suspension 
of  the  rule.  There  is  a  communication  from  the 
Mayor's  office  on  the  clerk's  desk  which  I  am  going 
to  read  over  in  executive  session,  and  I  promise, 
Mr.  President,  that  I  will  introduce  an  order  after 
the  executive  session  in  regard  to  the  matter.  1 
do  just  want  to  say,  however,  that  when  that  order 
was  introduced  I  expected  to  bring  down  on  my 
devoted  head  the  wrath  of  powerful  interests  in  this 
city.  The  Pantages  and  the  Earl  Carrolls,  how- 
ever, are  not  going  to  drive  me  into  a  corner  in  this 
matter.  I  am  going  to  see  it  through,  and  I  expect 
the  hearty  cooperation  of  every  member  of  this 
body  in  doing  so.  When  I  am  right  I  have  always 
been  brought  up  to  step  forward,  to  go  ahead,  and 
I  would  rather  bring  down  on  my  head  the  wrath 
of  these  gentlemen  I  have  referred  to  and  the 
l'antages  and  Earl  Carrolls  than  the  curses  of  the 
good  mothers  and  fathers  of  my  district.  I  want 
to  say  that,  after  consulting  our  clerk,  as  I  do  on  all 
matters  of  a  parliamentary  nature,  if  he  decides 
that  our  authority  does  not  sufficiently  cover  the 
matter,  after  the  executive  meeting  and  after  read- 
ing the  Mayor's  communication  over,  I  am  going 
to  take  his  advice.  But  I  just  want  to  make  this 
tatcment  so  as  to  clear  mygeli. 


191 


CITY    COUNCIL. 


REPORT   OF   COMMITTEE   ON   CLAIMS. 

Coun.  BUSH,  for  the  Committee  on  Claims, 
submitted  the  following: 

1.  Report  on  petition  of  Mary  Clark  Paul 
(referred  March  16)  for  compensation  for  loss  of 
fowls  killed  by  dogs,  recommending  passage  of 
accompanying  order,  viz.: 

Ordered,  That  there  be  allowed  and  paid  to 
Mary  Clark  Paul  the  sum  of  $9  in  compensation 
for  the  loss  of  three  hens  killed  by  a  dog  or  dogs 
March  8,  1931,  said  sum  to  be  paid  from  the 
income  for  dog  licenses. 

Report  on  a  petition  of  Mary  C.  Paul  (sub 
mitted  February  16,  1931)  for  compensation  for 
loss  of  fowls  killed  by  dogs,  recommending  pas- 
sage  of  following: 

Ordered,  That  there  be  allowed  and  paid  to 
Mary  C.  Paul  the  sum  of  $12  in  compensation  for 
the  loss  of  four  hens  killed  by  a  dog  or  dogs,  Febru- 
ary 11,  1931,  said  sum  to  be  paid  from  the  income 
for  dog  licenses. 

Petition  of  Mary  P.  Kenney  (referred  February 
9)  for  compensation  for  loss  of  fowls  killed  by  dogs, 
recommending  passage  of  accompanying  order: 

Ordered,  That  there  be  allowed  and  paid  to  Mary 
P.  Kenney  the  sum  of  $11  in  compensation  for  the 
loss  of  hens  killed  by  a  dog  December  17,  1930, 
said  sum  to  be  paid  from  the  income  for  dog 
licenses. 

Report  accepted;  said  orders  passed. 


SPONSOR  OF  JOSEPH  A.  BERMAN  SQUARE. 

Coun.  NORTON— Mr.  President,  if  there  is  no 
objection  I  would  like  to  explain  the  situation  in 
regard  to  the  naming  of  a  square  at  the  corner  of 
Hyde  Park  avenue  and  Canterbury  street  by  our 
vote  at  a  recent  meeting.  After  a  hearing  on  the 
matter  we  voted  to  name  that  intersection  Joseph 
A.  Berman  square,  but  there  was  in  the  order  no 
mention  of  the  sponsor  for  the  naming  of  the 
square.  That  having  been  unfortunately  left  out, 
I  will  now  say  that  James  C.  Shea  Post  of  the 
American  Legion,  in  the  Roslindale  section,  was 
the  original  sponsor  of  this  movement. 


RECESS. 

The  Council  voted,  at  4.05  p.  m.,  on  motion  of 
Coun.  DOWD,  to  take  a  recess  subject  to  the  call  of 
the  Chair.  The  members  reassembled  in  the  Coun- 
cil Chamber  and  were  called  to  order  by  President 
McGRATH  at  5.32  p.  m. 


EXECUTIVE   COMMITTEE   REPORTS. 

Coun.  GALLAGHER,  for  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee, submitted  the  following: 

1.  Report  on  message  of  Mayor  and  order 
(referred  today)  that  a  sum  not  in  excess  of  $30,000 
be  appropriated,  to  be  expended  by  the  Municipal 
Employment  Bureau,  etc. — -recommending  the 
passage  of  the  order  in  the  accompanying  new  draft: 

Ordered,  That  a  sum  not  in  excess  of  $10,000  be, 
and  hereby  is,  appropriated,  to  be  expended  by  the 
Municipal  Employment  Bureau,  under  the  direc- 
tion of  the  Mayor,  in  the  prosecution  of  its  duties, 
said  sum  to  be  charged  to  the  Reserve  Fund. 

Report  accepted;  said  order  passed,  yeas  19, 
nays  0. 

2.  Report  on  message  of  Mayor  and  order  (re- 
ferred today)  that  chapter  249  of  the  Acts  of  1931, 
entitled  "An  Act  authorizing  the  City  of  Boston  to 
borrow  money  for  the  reconstruction  of  streets" 
be,  and  hereby  is,  accepted — recommending  pas- 
sage of  order. 

Report  accepted,  said  order  passed,  yeas  20, 
nays  0. 

3.  Report  on  message  of  Mayor  and  order  (re- 
ferred today)  that  the  bequest  to  the  City  of  Boston 
under  the  will  of  John  Harleston  Parker  of  $1,500, 
to  be  added  to  the  fund  established  in  1921  and 
known  as  the  Harleston  Parker  Medal  be,  and 
hereby  is,  accepted,  said  amount  to  be  added  to 
the  J.  Harleston  Parker  Medal  Fund  and  to  be  held 
in  trust  and  the  income  expended  in  accordance 
with  the  terms  of  the  original  gift  of  $1,000  accepted 
by  an  order  of  the  City  Council  passed  December 
5,  1921,  and  approved  by  the  Mayor  December  7, 
1921 — that  the  same  ought  to  pass. 

Report  accepted;  said  order  passed. 


4.  Report  on  order  (referred  today)  that  two 
members  of  the  City  Council,  the  City  Clerk,  the 
Clerk  of  Committees  and  the  chief  engineer  of  the 
Street  Laying-Out  Department,  or  their  duly 
appointed  substitutes,  be,  and  hereby  are,  ap- 
pointed, in  behalf  of  the  City  Council,  to  peram- 
bulate the  boundary  lines  and  examine  the  bound 
marks  between  Boston  and  adjacent  cities  and 
towns,  etc. — that  the  same  ought  to  pass 

Report  accepted;  said  order  passed. 

President  McGRATH  appointed  as  the  com- 
mittee on  the  part  of  the  Council,  Councilors 
Wilson  and  Donovan. 

5.  Report  on  message  of  Mayor  and  order  (re- 
ferred today)  for  the  acceptance  of  chapter  271  of 
the  Acts  of  1931,  entitled  "An  Act  authorizing  the 
City  of  Boston  to  borrow  money  for  airport  pur- 
poses" and  for  a  loan  of  $1,250,000  for  said  purpose 
— recommending  reference  to  the  Committee  on 
Finance. 

Report  accepted;   said  reference  ordered. 

6.  Report  on  message  of  Mayor  and  order  (re- 
ferred today)  for  the  appropriation  of  $25,000,  to 
be  expended  under  the  direction  of  the  Corporation 
Counsel,  with  the  approval  of  the  Mayor,  for 
expenses  incurred  and  to  be  incurred  in  connection 
with  the  Boston  Port  Differential  casey-recom- 
mending  reference  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

Report  accepted;  said  reference  ordered. 

7.  Report  on  petitions  (referred  today)  for 
children  under  fifteen  years  of  age  to  appear  at 
places  of  public  amusement,  viz.:  Mildred  C. 
Sacco,  East  Boston  High  School,  April  22,  23; 
Mary  V.  Corbett,  Lyric  Theater,  June  8;  Amelia 
Burnham,  Jordan  Hall,  May  25;  Mrs.  C.  L.  Fox, 
Jordan  Hall,  May  15;  Lois  E.  Norris,  Jordan  Hall, 
June  12;  Ramona  Hawkins,  George  Brown  Hall, 
May  25;  David  Reid,  Huntington  Chambers,  May 
1;  Rev.  John  J.  Hart,  St.  Francis  Xavier  Hall, 
May  6,  7, — recommending  that  leave  be  granted 
under  usual  conditions. 

Report  accepted;  leave  granted  under  usual 
conditions. 


REPORT  OF  COMMITTEE  ON  CONSTABLES. 

Coun.  WILSON — Mr.  President,  the  Committee 
on  Constables'reports  back  favorably  on  135  names 
of  constables  that  have  been  submitted  to  us  by 
the  Mayor,  including  132  names  in  City  Docu- 
ment 49  and  4  on  the  calendar — George  H.  Evans, 
James  Kaplan,  William  L.  Kelley  and  James  J. 
Molloy — making  136  in  all.  I  would  move  that 
the  Council  act  in  the  matter  of  confirmation  of 
said  names  at  this  time. 

The  list  of  constables  referred  to  by  Coun. 
Wilson,  being  constables  authorized  to  serve  civil 
process  upon  riling  bonds,  is  as  follows: 

William  J.  Baker,  Daniel  J.  Barry,  John  J.  Bavi6, 
Joseph  L.  Bennett,  Aleck  Berg,  Carl  Birger  Berg, 
John  J.  Boyle,  Jr.,  John  H.  Brady,  Thomas  F. 
Brett,  Charles  B.  Broad,  George  W.  Brooker, 
Francis  E.  Brown,  Warren  A.  Brown,  Louis  Budd, 
John  H.  Burke,  Henry  P.  Burns,  Sherman  H.  Cal- 
derwood,  James  A.  Canton,  Thomas  C.  Carr,  Wil- 
liam K.  Coburn,  William  A.  Collupy,  Harvey  A. 
Corcoran,  Samuel  Coulter,  Joseph  Coviello,  Henry 
G.  Dahlquist,  Charles  M.  Daley,  William  Davis, 
John  J.  Dillon,  Stephen  J.  Dunleavy,  Charles  W. 
Duran,  Louis  Ebb,  George  H.  Evans,  William  H. 
Flynn,  Thomas  Freedman,  Paul  R.  Cast,  Maurice 
J.  Click,  Louis  Goldberg,  Marks  Goldstein,  Meyer 
Goldstein,  Edmund  C.  Grady,  Sears  H.  Grant, 
Salvatore  Grassa,  George  W.  Green,  Harry  Green- 
baum,  William  C.  Gregory,  Charles  F.  Hale,  John 
F.  Halligan,  John  D.  Hayes,  Abraham  M.  flecht, 
John  H.  Howard,  William  A.  Iannone,  Jacob 
Isgur,  Charles  H.  Jackson,  Max  Jacobs,  Harry 
Kahn,  Louis  N.  Kaiser,  Spiros  Kaliris,  Moses  F. 
Kalish,  James  Kaplan,  William  L.  Kelley,  William 
H.  Kenney,  Bronis  Kontrim,  Mark  H.  Krafsur, 
Abraham  Krinsky,  Joseph  Labagnara,  Philip  E. 
Lieberman,  George  W.  Long,  Frank  J.  Macchia, 
Salvatore  Maffei,  Bernard  H.  Magee,  William  P. 
Maginnis,  Leslie  P.  Mann,  Russell  T.  Mann,  Isie 
Martin,  John  A.  May,  James  McDonough, 
Anthony  D.  McMann,  James  I.  Mede,  Charles  R. 
Mennella,  William  P.  Miles,  John  J.  Miller,  Walter 
S.  Milliken,  James  J.  Molloy,  Cornelius  J.  Mona- 
han,  Kenneth  Moore,  Edward  F.  Murphy,  Patrick 
H.  Murphy,  Elmer  S.  Nyman,  Edward  Ober, 
Michael  W.  Ober,  James  G.  Peters,  Phillip  S. 
Phillips,  James  E.  Pierce,  Leonard  M.  Pike,  James 
A.  Quinn,  Robert  Reid,  Harry  Reinherz,  Barthol- 
omew F.  Roach,  Abraham  Rosenberg,  Nathan  E. 
Rosenberg,   Timothy  S.   Rush,   Robert  E.  Scott, 
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Samuel  Semiansky,  Samuel  Sham,  Frank  Shaw> 
Sidney  J.  Sheinfeld,  Michael  J.  Shields,  Isaac 
Shulman,  Henry  J.  D.  Small,  Leon  Small,  George 
E.  Sobol,  Lewis  C.  Speare,  Israel  Spector,  John  J. 
Stanton,  Henry  D.  Stetson,  John  Sualich,  Ulysses 
T.  Sullivan,  Jerome  Suvalle,  Benjamin  J.  Tackeff, 
Francis  J.  Tobin,  Joseph  Todisco,  Joseph  M.  Torr, 
Jeremiah  A.  Twomey,  Aber  Uckerman,  Roman  J. 
Vasil,  John  J.  Walsh,  James  H.  Waugh,  Harry  A. 
Webber,  Joseph  Weiner,  Richard  W.  Whipple, 
Max  Wortsman,  John  A.  Wragg,  Louis  "i  acker, 
Max  Zimmerman. 

The  question  came  on  confirmation.  Com- 
mittee, Coun.  Donovan  and  Gallagher.  Whole 
number  of  ballots  16,  yeas  15,  nays  1,  and  the 
appointments  were  confirmed. 

Coun.  WILSON — The  committee  has  also 
approved  the  list  of  names  of  constables  connected 
with  official  positions  and  to  serve  without  bonds, 
as  set  forth  on  pages  2  and  3  of  City  Document 
No.  49,  and  I  move  that  we  proceed  to  the  question 
of  confirmation  at  this  time. 

The  list  referred  to  is  as  follows: 

John  A.  Anderson,  Philip  J.  Brennan,  William 
W.  K.  Campbell,  John  M.  Casey,  John  B.  Cassidy, 
Martin  F.  Cavanagh,  John  F.  Coffey,  Frederick 
A.  Cronin,  Louis  Davis,  Andrew  B.  DeCourcy, 
Barney  C.  DeLuca,  James  J.  Dolan,  Charles  E. 
Dowd,  John  F.  Egan,  Joseph  W.  Ferris,  Michael 
J.  Field,  Charles  A.  Flanagan,  Hammond  T. 
Fletcher,  Walter  D.  Flynn,  Joseph  Fucillo,  John 
H.  Glennon,  Joseph  M.  Goode,  Gabriel  Grappocio, 
John  Graumann,  James  V.  Hartrey,  Dennis  J. 
Hickey,  Harris  Hirshberg,  Joseph  W.  Hobbs, 
William  A.  Kelley,  Lawrence  J.  Kelly,  Samuel 
Koupchik,  William  J.  Lally,  Joseph  Landy, 
Frederick  K.  Lawrence,  Edward  J.  Leary,  John 
J.  Linehan,  John  H.  Logue,  Henry  Loughary, 
Frederick  J.  Lundy,  Frank  G.  May,  Thomas  A. 
McKenna,  Patrick  J.  Monahan,  Emery  D.  Morgan, 
Vincenzo  Musto,  George  A.  Nelson,  John  A. 
O'Connor,  Timothy  F.  Regan,  Edward  M. 
Richardson,  Peter  Salem,  Thomas  H.  Staples, 
John  J.  Sullivan,  John  T.  Thornell,  James  J. 
Twohig,  Jr.,  James  H.  Ward,  Rudolph  F.  Watson. 

With  Animal  Rescue  League. 
Julian     Codman,     Frederick     O.     Houghton, 
Archibald  C.  McDonald,  Frank  J.  Sullivan. 

With  Massachusetts  S.  P.  C.  T.  A. 

Harry  L.  Allen. 

The  question  came  on  confirmation.  Com- 
mitttee,  Coun.  Gallagher  and  Donovan.  Whole 
number  of  ballots  16,  yeas  16,  an  the  appoint- 
ments were  confirmed. 


CONFIRMATION   OF  WEIGHERS. 

President  McGRATH  called  up  No.  1  on  the 
calendar,  under  unfinished  business,  as  follows: 

1.  Action  on  appointments  submitted  by  the 
Mayor  April  27,  1931,  of  Lott  C.  Mullen,  William 
E.  McDermott  and  Thomas  A.  Holt,  to  be  Weighers 
of  Coal;  and  John  W.  Duffy  and  Garrett  H.  Keefe, 
Jr.,  to  be  Weighers  of  Goods. 

The  question  came  on  confirmation.  Com- 
mittee, Coun.  Gallagher  and  Donovan.  Whole 
number  of  ballots  18,  yeas  18,  and  the  appointments 
were  confirmed. 

CONNECTION  OF  LIGHTS  IN  BATH  HOUSE. 
Coun.  DONOVAN  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Park  Commission  be  re- 
quested, through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  have 
the  lights  in  the  bath  house  at  World  War  Memorial 
Park  connected  for  use  and  also  to  have  lights 
installed  on  the  bathing  beach  in  order  that 
bathers  may  be  privileged  to  enjoy  the  facilities 
of  the  beach  on  evenings  during  the  summer 
season. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


LIST     OF     COMPETITIVE      BIDDERS. 

Coun.  NORTON  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  the  Supply 
Department  be  requested  by  his  Honor  the  Mayor 
to  strike  from  the  list  of  competitive  bidders  the 


name  of  any  individual  or  company  who  has  been 
convicted  of  "short-weighting,"  cheating  the 
city.    ■ 

Coun.  NORTON — Mr.  President,  a  few  days 
ago  the  Press  carried  stories  sent  out  from  City 
Hall,  stating  that  through  open,  fair,  competitive 
bidding,  the  city  was  to  save  822,000  in  the  pur- 
chase of  approximately  66,200  tons  of  coal  for 
$405,427.  I  was  interested  to  know  that  we  were 
to  have  fair  bidding  at  City  Hall,  open  to  every 
citizen.  L'ndoubtedly,  these  statements  to  the 
Press  about  the  fairness  in  the  letting  of  the  coal 
contracts — rather  unusual — were  inspired  by  my 
statement  at  the  last  Council  meeting  to  the  effect 
that  the  State  of  Massachusetts,  a  few  yards  up 
School  street,  was  buying  its  tires  and  tubes,  for  a 
year,  at  less  than  one  half  what  the  city  was  pay- 
ing. The  state  has  almost  double  the  number  of 
autos  as  has  the  city  and  cover  the'  entire  Com- 
monwealth— not  just  the  City  of  Boston  as  do  city 
cars.  Yet  with  double  the  number  of  autos  and  a 
greater  area  to  cover,  the  state  buys  its  tires  and 
tubes  for  less  than  one  half  what  the  city  pays 
in  a  year.  However,  I  was  gratified  to  learn  that 
the  coal  contract  was  given  out  fairly  until  it  was 
brought  to  ray  attention  that  the  concern  which  is 
to  supply  the  city  with  over  $300,000  worth  of 
coal,  the  Standard  Coal  Company,  of  which  Mr. 
Max  Kline  is  president  and  treasurer,  had  accepted 
the  contract  at  a  price  so  low  that  no  reputable 
coal  company  in  Boston  had  a  chance.  Companies 
with  wharves,  their  own  vessels  and  other  equip- 
ment upon  which  they  pay  taxes  in  Boston, 
enabling  them  to  quote  a  very  low  price — found 
that  they  were  not  low  enough — that  Max  Kline 
had  underbid  them.  Reputable  Boston  coal  con- 
cerns, some  of  them  even  owning  mines,  were 
at  a  loss  to  know  how  Mr.  Kline  could  quote  such 
a  low  price,  until  investigation  brought  out  the 
fact  that  Max  Kline  is  the  most  notorious  "short- 
weighter"  of  coal  in  Boston.  On  March  8,  1922, 
Max  Kline  pleaded  "nolo"  to  a  charge  of  short- 
weighting  975  pounds  of  coal  out  of  a  supposed 
or  alleged  delivery  of  6,600  pounds,  before  the 
late  Judge  Churchill  in  the  Dorchester  Court, 
when  he  claimed  that  he  would  no  longer  engage  in 
the  coal  business.  On  December  28,  1923,  Max 
Kline,  president  and  treasurer  of  the  Standard  Coal 
Company,  who  is  to  supply  the  city  with  over 
$300,000  worth  of  coal  this  year,  was  fined  $25  for 
having  a  shortage  in  weight  of  1,130  pounds  of 
coal,  out  of  an  order  calling  for  9,250  pounds 
before  Judge  Bolster  in  the  Boston  Municipal 
Court.  As  late  as  October  15,  1926,  the  Standard 
Coal  Company,  of  which  Max  Kline  is  president 
and  treasurer,  was  found  guilty  of  "short-weight- 
ing "  the  City  of  Boston  3,600  pounds  of  coal  out 
of  an  order  of  17,600  pounds  that  he  was  delivering 
to  the  Grant  School,  in  the  West  End  section  of 
Boston.  Mr.  President,  I  respectfully  submit, 
that  any  firm  or  person  who  has  robbed  the  city 
in  the  past,  who  has  committed  one  of  the  meanest 
of  crimes,  deliberately  "short-weighted"  poor 
people  buying  coal,  in  the  middle  of  winter,  is  not 
a  proper  person  to  supply  the  City  of  Boston  with 
hundreds  of  thousands  of  dollars  worth  of  coal. 
I  want  to  see  the  day  come  when  every  Boston 
boy  working  for  a  business  concern,  when  every 
citizen  in  Boston,  will  be  treated  fairly.  In  this 
case,  the  reputable  coal  dealers  of  Boston,  who  are 
able  to  underbid  Mr.  Max  Kline  every  place 
except  in  the  Supply  Department  at  City  Hall,  ask 
why,  and  they  are  entitled  to  know.  I  ask  the 
Purchasing  Agent,  through  his  Honor,  to  strike 
the  name  of  Max  Kline  and  the  Standard  Coal 
Company  from  the  city  lists.  In  fairness  to  his 
Honor  the  Mayor  and  to  the  Superintendent  of 
the  Supply  Department,  I  want  to  say  this,  that 
in  all  my  investigation  there  was  no  evidence 
whatever  to  show  me  that  the  Mayor  or  the 
Superintendent  of  Supplies  knew  anything  about 
Max  Kline  or  the  company  he  represents. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


TELEPHONE  IN  LOCKER  BUILDING. 

Coun.  FISH  offered  the  following: 

That  the  Park  Commission,  through  his  Honor 
the  Mayor,  install  a  telephone  in  the  locker  build- 
ing located  on  the  John  A.  Doherty  Playground, 
Ward  16. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 
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TAKING  FOR  SEWERAGE  WORKS. 
Coun.  WILSON  offered  the  following: 
That  the  Public  Works  Commissioner,  through 
his  Honor  the  Mayor,  be,  and  the  same  hereby  is, 
respectfully  requested  to  proceed  with  necessary 
steps  for  a  taking  for  sewerage  works  on  Johnson 
place,  off  19  River  street,  Dorchester. 
Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


LIST   OF   STREETS. 

Coun.  WILSON  offered  the  following: 

That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be,  and  he  hereby  is, 
respectfully  requested  to  consider  the  early 
publication  of  a  new  historical  list  of  Boston  streets 
and  that  an  appropriation  for  this  purpose  be 
made. 

Coun.  WILSON — Mr.  President,  in  explanation 
of  that  order  let  me  say  that  that  is  not  the  so-called 
"Street  Book."  It  is  the  publication  of  the 
Board  of  Street  Commissioners  giving  the  history 
of  the  various  streets.  For  instance,  whenever  a 
councilor  urges  the  acceptance  of  a  certain  street, 
the  history  of  the  street  can  be  readily  referred  to, 
since  1846.  1  understand  that  there  is  that 
record  drawn  up  by  the  Street  Commissioners  in 
regard  to  the  streets  long  ago,  and  that  for  the 
last  fifteen  or  twenty  years  they  are  keeping  in 
long-hand  a  list  giving  the  record.  I  think  it 
would  be  of  great  assistance  to  the  city  departments 
and  to  the  members  of  the  City  Council  if  an  up-to- 
date  historical  list  was  available. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


HEARING  ON  CONSTRICTION  OF  INCIN- 
ERATION  PLANT. 

Coun.  WILSON  offered  the  following: 
That    the    Finance    Committee    of    the    City 
Council   hold  a   public   hearing   with   reference  to 
loan  order  for  the  construction  of  an  incineration 
plant  in  the  City  of  Boston.  ■ 

Coun.  WILSON — Mr.  President,  I  would  merely 
call  attention  to  the  fact  that  the  ten-year  Coleman 
contract  expires  in  1932.  In  each  year  for  the 
five  consecutive  years  of  my  membership  in  this 
body  under  the  present  and  past  administrations 
1  have  endeavored  to  have  the  city  at  least  take 
up  seriously  the  question  of  incineration,  and  we 
have  been  advised  by  the  Public  Works  Department 
that  the  work  can  be  covered  in  seven  different 
districts.  In  order  that  we  may  understand  what 
the  situation  is,  and  what  may  possibly  be  done 
in  the  way  of  incineration,  before  the  contract 
runs  out,  the  suggestion  I  have  made  for  five  years 
is  that  we  consider  the  installation  of  an  incinera- 
tion plant,  with  the  idea  that  the  work  can  be 
then  further  extended.  Certainly,  some  step 
should  be  taken  in  this  matter  before  the  expiration 


of  the  Coleman  contract,  so  that  when  that  contract 
does  expire  we  shall  have  some  idea  of  what  we 
can  or  should  do.  When  we  have  some  information 
upon  which  to  work  we  can  then. consider  whether 
we  will  renew  the  Coleman  contract  at  all,  or,  if 
we  do,  whether  we  will  renew  it  for  a  ten-year 
period  or  a  shorter  period.  The  suggestion  is  now 
made  that  the  Finance  Committee  hold  a  public 
hearing  on  this  matter,  at  which  time  I  am  certain 
that  a  great  many  representatives  of  improvement 
associations  and  others,  especially  in  the  West 
Roxbury  district,  will  welcome  an  opportunity  to 
be  heard. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


THE   NEXT   MEETING. 

Coun.  DO  WD — Mr.  President,  I  move  you,  sir, 
that  when  the  Council  adjourns  it  be  to  meet 
two  weeks  from  today. 

Coun.  WILSON — Mr.  President,  not  desiring 
to  overwork  the  members  of  the  Council,  the 
thought  occurs  to  me  that  there  will  be  up  for 
consideration  the  approval  of  bonds  for  various 
constables  who  have  been  passed  upon  here  today, 
and  that  for  that  and  other  reasons  we  should 
probably  meet  next  week. 

President  McG  RATH— The  Chair  thinks  it 
advisable  that  we  should  meet  next  week. 

Coun.  Dowd  withdrew  his  motion. 


LOCKER    BUILDING,   CHARLESTOWN. 

Coun.  GREEN  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  seventy-five  thou- 
sand dollars  be,  and  the  same  hereby  is,  appro- 
priated, to  be  expended  under  the  direction  of 
the  Park  Commission,  for  the  construction  and 
equipment  of  a  building  containing  lockers, 
gymnasium,  branch  library,  etc.,  in  the  Sullivan 
square  section  of  Charlestown,  and  that  to  meet 
said  appropriation  the  City  Treasurer  be  author- 
ized to  issue,  from  time  to  time,  upon  the  request 
of  the  Mayor,  bonds  or  certificates  of  indebted- 
ness of  the  city  to  said  amount. 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 


SUSPENSION   OF   FORECLOSURES. 

Coun.  GREEN  offered  the  following: 
Resolved,  That  the  City  Council  of  Boston 
favors  a  temporary  suspension  of  foreclosures 
by  the  Boston  banks  on  homes  owned  by  worthy 
persons  who  are  in  arrears  in  payments  on  their 
mortgages  owing  to  the  present  business  depression. 
Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Rules. 


Adjourned,  on  motion  of  Coun.  LYNCH,  at 
5.54  p.  ui.,  to  meet  on  Monday,  May  11,  1931,  at 
2  i>.  in. 
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Proceedings  of  City  Council. 


Monday,  May  11,  1931. 
Regular  meeting  of  the  City  Council,  held  in 
the  Council  Chamber,  at  2  p.  m.,  President  AIc- 
GRATH  presiding.     Absent,  Coun.  Mahoney. 


TELEPHONE   IN    LOCKER   BUILDING. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  May  11,  1931. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  herewith  transmit  to  you  report 
from  William  P.  Long,  chairman  of  the  Park 
Commission,  regarding  your  request  to  install  a 
telephone  in  the  locker  building  on  the  John  A. 
Doherty  Playground.  This  is  in  reply  to  your 
order  of  May  4,  1931. 

Respectfully, 

Joseph  McGeath, 
Acting  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Park  Department,  May  9,  1931. 
Hon.  James  M.  Curley, 

Mayor  of  Boston. 
Dear  Sir, — I  am  in  receipt  of  an  order  from  the 
City  Council  that  the  Park  Commission  install  a 
telephone  in  the  locker  building  located  on  the 
John  A.  Doherty  Playground,  Ward  16.     I  regret 
exceedingly  we  have  no  funds  for  this  purpose. 
Very  respectfully  yours, 
William  P.  Long,  Chairman. 
Placed  on  file. 


COST  OF  ERECTING  LOCKER  BUILDING, 
SOUTH  BOSTON. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  May  11,  1931. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  herewith  transmit  to  you  report 
from  William  P.  Long,  chairman  of  the  Park 
Commission,  relative  to  the  cost  of  erecting  a 
locker  building,  with  shower  baths,  on  property 
now  owned  by  the  city,  at  the  corner  of  C  street 
and  Broadway,  South  Boston.  This  is  in  reply 
to  your  order  of  April  27,  1931. 
Respectfully, 

Joseph  McGeath, 

Acting  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Park  Department,  May  1,  1931. 
Hon.  James  M.  Curley, 

Mayor  of  Boston. 
Dear  Sir, — I  am  in  receipt  of  an  order  from  the 
City  Council  requesting  the  Park  Commission  to 
furnish  the  City  Council  with  an  estimate  of  the 
cost  of  erecting  a  locker  building,  with  shower 
baths,  on  the  property  now  owned  by  the  city 
at  the  corner  of  C  street  and  Broadway,  South 
Boston. 

Former  studies  made  by  this  commission  would 
call  for  an  expenditure  of  $350,000  to  erect  a 
building  at  thiB  site. 

Very  respectfully  yours, 
William  P.  Long,  Chairman. 
Placed  on  file; 


LEASE  OF  PART  OF  DORCHESTER  CLUB. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  May  11,  1931. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  herewith  transmit  to  you  report 
from  William  P.  Long,  chairman  of  the  Park 
Commission,  regarding  your  request  to  provide 


by  lease  of  part  of  the  Dorchester  Club  on  Talbot 
avenue.  This  is  in  reply  to  your  order  of  April 
27,  1931. 

Respectfully, 

Joseph  McGrath, 

Acting  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Park  Department,  May  1,  1931. 
Hon.  James  M.  Curley, 

Mayor  of  Boston. 
Dear  Sir, — I  am  in  receipt  of  an  order  from  the 
City  Council  that  the  Park  Commission  be  re- 
quested to  provide  by  lease  of  part  of  the  Dor- 
chester Club  on  Talbot  avenue  or  otherwise 
additional  summer  facilities  for  athletic  use  at  the 
Franklin  Field  Playground. 

The  building  in  question  was  formerly  leased 
by  the  Park  Commission,  but  I  regret  exceedingly 
to    inform    you    this    department    has    no    funds 
available  for  the  purpose  at  the  present  time. 
Very  respectfully  yours, 
William  P.  Long,  Chairman. 
Placed  on  file. 


TAKING     OF     STREETS     INTERSECTING 
COMMONWEALTH  AVENUE  BY  PARK 
DEPARTMENT. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  May  5,  1931. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — -I  beg  to  submit  communication 
from  the  Park  Department  submitting  an  opinion 
of  the  Corporation  Counsel  rendered  to  the 
department,  relative  to  jurisdiction  over  streets 
intersecting  and  crossing  Commonwealth  avenue. 
I  respectfully  recommend  the  adoption  of  the 
accompanying  order. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Park  Department,  May  1,  1931. 
Hon.  James  M.  Curley, 

Mayor  of  Boston. 
Dear  Sir,— There  has  been  a  difference  of  opinion 
as  to  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Park  Department 
over  the  area  crossing  Commonwealth  avenue  at 
Dartmouth  street  and  known  as  a  continuation 
of  Dartmouth  street,  and  the  Law  Department 
was  asked  to  submit  an  opinion  on  the  interpre- 
tation of  the  wording  of  the  following  vote  passed 
by  the  Board  of  Park  Commissioners  on  June  29, 
1894: 

"Whereas  this  Board  deems  it  advisable 
to  connect  the  public  park  in  the  city  of 
Boston  known  as  the  Back  Bay  Fens  with 
the  public  grounds  in  said  city  known  respect- 
ively as  the  Public  Garden  and  the  Common 
and  with  the  junction  of  Beacon  Street  and 
Brookline  Avenue  by  selecting  and  taking  for 
that  purpose  all  that  part  of  Commonwealth 
Avenue  hereinafter  described: 

And  Whereas  the  consent  of  the  Board  of 
Aldermen  of  said  city,  and  also  the  consent 
in  writing  of  the  owners  of  a  majority  of  the 
frontage  of  the  lots  and  lands  abutting  on 
said  part  of  said  avenue  to  such  selection  and 
taking  has  been  obtained,  it  is 

Voted,  that  this  Board,  for  the  purpose  of 
making  the  connection  aforesaid,  does  hereby, 
under  and  by  virtue  of  the  power  conferred  on 
it  by  chapter  300  of  the  Acts  of  the  year  1893, 
select  and  take  all  that  part  of  said  Common- 
wealth Avenue  which  is  bounded  northwest- 
erly by  Beacon  Street,  northerly  by  the 
northerly  line  of  said  avenue,  easterly  by 
Arlington  Street  and  southerly  by  the  south- 
erly line  of  said  avenue." 

From  the  above  vote  it  is  clearly  apparent  that 
the  Board  of  Park  Commissioners  intended  to 
select  and  take  Commonwealth  avenue  including 
the  intersecting  streets,  but  nothing  is  said  about 
these  intersections  in  the  vote.  The  Law  Depart- 
ment has  given  an  opinion  stating  that  these 
intersections  are  still  under  the  control  of  the 
Public  Works  Department  and  that  it  now  becomes 
necessary  to  have  another  vote  passed  by  the  City 
Council  and  then  by  the  Board  of  Park  Commis- 
sioners in  order  to  have  the  original  intention  of 
the  old  Board  put  into  effect. 
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The  Law  Department  has  submitted  a  copy  of 
an  order,  which  I  inclose,  which  should  be  pre- 
sented to  the  City  Council  at  an  early,  date. 

By  vote  of  the  Board  of  Park  Commissioners 
you  are  respectfully  asked  to  request  the  approval 
of  the  City  Council  of  the  following  order: 

"Ordered,  That  the  Park  Commissioners  be 
and  they  are  hereby  authorized  under  the 
provisions  of  chapter  300  of  the  Acts  of  1893 
to  select  and  take  that  part  of  Berkeley 
Street,  Clarendon  Street,  Dartmouth  Street, 
Exeter  Street,  Fairfield  Street,  Gloucester 
Street,  Hereford  Street,  Massachusetts  Ave- 
nue, Charlesgate  East  and  Charlesgate  West 
as  they  intersect  or  cross  Commonwealth 
Avenue  for  the  purpose  of  completing  the 
connection  of  the  public  park  known  as  the 
Back  Bay  Fens  with  the  public  grounds 
known  respectively  as  the  Public  Garden  and 
the  Common,  and  with  the  junction  of 
Beacon  Street  and  Brookline  Avenue." 
Respectfully  yours, 

Daniel  J.  Byrne, 

Secretary. 

Ordered,  That  the  Park  Commissioners  be,  and 
they  are  hereby,  authorized  under  the  provisions 
of  chapter  300  of  the  Acts  of  1893  to  select  and 
take  that  part  of  Berkeley  street,  Clarendon 
street,  Dartmouth  street,  Exeter  street,  Fairfield 
street,  Gloucester  street,  Hereford  street,  Massa- 
chuestts  avenue,  Charlesgate  East  and  Charles- 
gate West  as  they  intersect  or  cross  Common- 
wealth avenue  for  the  purpose  of  completing  the 
connection  of  the  public  park  known  as  the  Back 
Bay  Fens  with  the  public  grounds  known  respect- 
ively as  the  Public  Garden  and  the  Common,  and 
with  the  junction  of  Beacon  street  and  Brookline 
avenue. 

Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 


PARKS  IN  WARD   1. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  May  11,  1931. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — -I  herewith  transmit  to  you  report 
from  William  P.  Long,  chairman  of  the  Park 
Commission,  relative  to  your  request  to  put  in 
proper  condition  all  parks  in  Ward  1.  This  is  in 
reply  to  your  order  of  May  4,  1931. 
Respectfully, 

Joseph  McGrath, 

Acting  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Park  Department,  May  9,  1931. 
Hon.  James  M.  Curley, 

Mayor  of  Boston. 
Dear  Sir, — I  am  in  receipt  of  an  order  from  the 
City  Council  that  the  Park  Commission  be  re- 
quested to  grade,  plant  flowers,  and  otherwise 
put  in  proper  shape  for  the  coming  season  the 
parks  in  Ward  1,  whose  upkeep  comes  within  the 
purview  of  the  Parkman  Fund. 

I  am  very  pleased  to  inform  you  that  all  parks 
in  the  East  Boston  district  will  be  placed  in 
proper  condition  just  as  soon  as  we  can  possibly 
get  to  them.  I  wish  it  were  possible,  after  the 
parks  are  put  in  proper  condition,  that  they  be 
allowed  to  remain  that  way. 

Very  respectfully  yours, 
William  P.  Long,  Chairman; 
Placed  on  file. 


FLASHING   BEACON,  WARD  15. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  May  11,  1931: 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — -I  herewith  transmit  to  you  report 
from  Hon.  Joseph  A.  Conry,  Traffic  Commis- 
sioner, relative  to  your  request  to  install  a  flashing 
beacon  at  the  intersection  of  Coleman  street  and 
Quincy  street.  This  is  in  reply  to  your  order  of 
April  27,  1931. 

Respectfully, 

Joseph  McGrath, 

Acting  Mayor. 


Boston  Traffic  Commission,  May  5,  1931. 
Hon.  James  M.  Curley, 

Mayor  of  Boston. 
Dear    Sir, — I    inclose    herewith    Council    order 
dated  April  27,  1931,  which  reads  as  follows: 

"Ordered,  That  the  Boston  Traffic  Commission 
be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to 
install  a  flashing  beacon  at  the  intersection  of 
Coleman  street  and  Quincy  street,  Ward  15." 

I   am   pleased   to  inform  you   that  a   flashing 
beacon  is  being  installed  at  this  location. 
Yours  very  truly, 
Joseph  A.  Conry, 

Commissioner. 
Placed  on  file. 


"NORTHAMPTON"  AT  BOSTON. 
The  following  was  received: 

Citv  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  May  11,  1931. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  herewith  transmit  to  you  report 
from  Hon.  Charles  F.  Adams,  Secretary  of  the 
Navy,  relative  to  your  request  to  send  the  "North- 
ampton" to  Boston.  This  is  in  reply  to  your 
order  of  April  27,  1931. 

Respectfully, 

Joseph  McGrath, 

Acting  Mayor. 

Department  of  the  Navy, 
Office  of  the  Secretary, 
Washington,  May  6,  1931. 
Hon.  James  M.  Curley, 

Mayor  of  Boston. 
My  dear  Mr.   Mayor, — This  will  acknowledge 
the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  April  30  forwarding 
an  order  adopted  by  the  City  Council  of  Boston  at 
a  recent  meeting. 

I  regret  that  the  facts  are  not  quite  as  the  City 
Council  thought  and  do  not  justify  sending  the 
"Northampton"  to  Boston.  She  does  not  arrive 
till  May  6  and  can  be  docked  at  Norfolk  without 
delay.  There  are  controlling  reasonB  for  docking 
at  Norfolk. 

Very  sorry. 

Sincerely  yours, 

C.  F.  Adams. 

Placed  on  file. 


VETO   OF   RADIO    ORDINANCE. 
The  following  was  received: 

Citv  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  May  7,  1931. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  beg  to  return  without  my 
approval  order  adopted  by  your  honorable  body 
under  date  of  April  27. 

In  my  opinion  the  purpose  sought  through  the 
adoption  of  the  ordinance  is  a  proper  one,  and, 
provided  two  minor  changes  are  made  in  the 
ordinance  as  drafted,  I  shall  be  most  agreeable 
to  signing  the  same. 

The  two  changes  which  I  suggest  are: 
Striking  out  "prima  facie"  in  line  15,  section  1. 
Striking  out  the  words,  "and  every  other  person 
concerned  in  so  doing,"  in  fine  5,  section  2. 

In  the  event  that  the  Council  accepts  these  two 
minor  changes,  I  shall  be  most  pleased  to  approve 
the  ordinance. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Cubley,  Mayor. 
Placed  on  file. 


VETO  OF  EAGLE  STREET  PLAYGROUND 
IMPROVEMENTS. 
The  following  was  received: 

Citv  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mavor,  May  6,  1931. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  am  returning  herewith  without 
my  approval  the  order  of  your  honorable  body- 
adopted  under  date  of  April  27,  1931,  for  East 
Eagle  Street  Playground  improvements,  for  the 
reason  that  the  borrowing  capacity  of  the  city 
allowed  by  law  for  the  present  year  is  practically 
exhausted,     including     the     additional     amounts 
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allowed  by  the  Legislature.     Consequently,  I  am 
vetoing  this  order  without  prejudice. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Cueley,  Mayor. 
Placed  on  file. 


PETITIONS   REFERRED. 

The  following  petitions  were  received  and 
severally  referred  to  the  committees  named,  viz.: 

Claims. 

Celia  Bennett,  for  compensation  for  damage  to 
car  caused  by  an  alleged  defect  in  Warren  street, 
Roxbury. 

Marion  L.  Chapin,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  an  alleged  defect  in  Huntington  avenue 
and  Gainsborough  street. 

Mrs.  M.  Cohan,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  property  at  24  Glendon  street,  East  Boston, 
caused  by  ball  thrown  from  Legion  Park. 

Mary  Kails,  for  compensation  for  loss  of  cloth- 
ing at  City  Hospital. 

Lillian  Lipoufsky,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  an  alleged  defect  in  Blue  Hill  avenue. 

Mary  L.  McQuillan,  for  compensation  for  in- 
juries caused  by  an  alleged  defect  in  State  street. 

P.  F.  O'Meara,  for  refund  on  building  permit. 

Effie  B.  Quinn,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  property  at  18  Marsh  street,  Dorchester, 
caused  by  overflow  of  sewage. 

Catherine  J.  Regan,  for  compensation  for  in- 
juries caused  by  defect  in  steamer  "M.  J.  Perkins." 

Josephine  Robbio,  for  compensation  for  in- 
juries caused  by  an  alleged  defect  in  Hamilton 
place. 

Sterling  Supply  Company,  for  refund  on  refuse 
tickets. 

Thomas  P.  Tarpey,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  property  at  143  West  Fifth  street,  caused  by 
leak  in  water  main. 

Cosmo  J.  Testa,  for  refund  on  pool  room  license. 

Lottie  T.  Young,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  property  at  79  Bower  street,  caused  by  firemen. 

Frederick  L.  Warner,  for  compensation  for 
damage  to  car  by  city  truck. 

Mary  A.  Friary,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  property  at  18  Newburg  street,  caused  during 
construction  of  sidewalk. 

Adrian  C.  Humphreys,  for  compensation  for 
damage  to  property  at  362-366  Commonwealth 
avenue,  caused  by  backing  up  of  sewage. 

Celia  K.  Rosenberg,  for  compensation  for 
injuries  caused  by  defect  in  Washington  street, 
Dorchester. 

Special  Committee  on  Jitney  Licenses. 
Petition  was  received  from  the  Boston  Elevated 
Railway  for  license  to  operate  motor  vehicles 
between  Jamaica  Plain  carhouse  on  South  street 
and  Green  street  elevated  station,  over  South 
street,  Centre  street.  Green  street,  Washington 
street,  McBride  street,  South  street. 

Executive. 

Petitions  for  children  under  fifteen  years  of  age 
to  appear  at  places  of  public  amusement,  viz.: 

Anne  Marie  V.  CaBey,  South  Boston  Municipal 
Building,  June  1. 

A.  Marie  Govone,  Jordan  Hall,  May  27. 

Lilla  Viles  Wyman,  Jordan  Hall,  May  16. 


APPOINTMENTS  BY   THE   MAYOR. 

Notices  were  received  from  the  Mayor  of  the 
following  appointments: 

John  L.  Hall,  285  Clarendon  street,  to  be  a 
Library  Trustee  for  term  ending  April  30,  1936. 

John  F.  Hickey,  72  Whidden  street,  Dorchester, 
to  be  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Examiners,  for 
term  ending  April  30,  1934. 

Placed  on  file. 


ACCEPTANCE    BY    SCHOOL    COMMITTEE 
OF   CHAPTER  229. 

Notice  was  received  from  the  School  Committee 
of  acceptance  on  May  6,  1931,  of  chapter  229  of 
Acts  of  1931,  entitled  "An  Act  authorizing  the 
Transfer  of  certain  land  in  the  Dorchester  district 
of  the  City  of  Boston  from  the  School  Department 
to  the  Park  Department  of  said  city." 

Placed  on  file. 


REGISTRY    OF   DEEDS   PAY    ROLL. 

The  pay  roll  of  the  Registry  of  Deeds  to  the 
amount  of  $4,849.01  from  May  1  to  May  15, 
inclusive,  regular  employees,  was  received  and 
approved. 


CONSTABLES'   BONDS. 

The  bonds  of  the  following  named  constables, 
having  been  duly  approved  by  the  City  Treasurer, 
were  received  and  approved,  viz. : 

Joseph  L.  Bennett,  Carl  Birger  Berg,  John  H. 
Brady,  Louis  Budd,  Henry  P.  Burns,  George  W. 
Brooker,  Thomas  C.  Carr,  William  A.  Collupy, 
Francis  E.  Brown,  Samuel  Coulter,  Joseph  Coviello, 
Henry  G.  Dahlquist,  John  J.  Dillon,  Charles  M. 
Daley,  Stephen  J.  Dunleavy,  Louis  Ebb,  George 
H.  Evans,  William  H.  Flynn,  Thomas  Freedman, 
George  W.  Green,  Harry  Greenbaum,  Paul  R. 
Gast,  Meyer  Goldstein,  Louis  Goldberg,  Marks 
Goldstein,  John  S.  Grady,  Sears  H.  Grant,  John 
F.  Halligan,  Abraham  M.  Hecht,  John  H.  Howard, 
John  D.  Hayes,  Walter  Isidor,  Max  Jacobs,  James 
Kaplan,  Louis  N.  Kaiser,  Abraham  Krinsky, 
Harry  Kahn,  Mark  H.  Krafsur,  Joseph  Labag- 
nara,  George  W.  Long,  Leslie  P.  Mann,  Russell 
T.  Mann,  Isie  Martin,  James  I.  Mede,  Patrick 
H.  Murphy,  Edward  Ober,  Leonard  M.  Pike, 
James  G.  Peters,  Phillip  S.  Phillips,  Timothy  S. 
Rush,  Abraham  Rosenberg,  Isaac  Shulman, 
Samuel  Shain,  John  Saulich,  Sidney  J.  Sheinfeld, 
Lewis  C.  Speare,  Ulysses  T.  Sullivan,  Frank 
Shaw,  Jeremiah  A.  Twomey,  Francis  J.  Tobin, 
Joseph  M.  Torr,  Roman  J.  Vasil,  Harry  A.  Webber, 
Richard  W.  Whipple,  Max  Wortsman,  James  H. 
Waugh,  Joseph  Weiner,  John  A.  Wragg,  Louis 
Yacker,  Sherman  H.  Calderwood,  William  K. 
Coburn,  Jacob  Isgur,  George  E.  Sobol. 


PURCHASES   FROM    NEW   ENGLAND    ICE 
AND   COAL   COMPANY. 

Coun.  DOWD  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  chairman  of  the  Board  of 
Overseers  of  the  Public  Welfare  be  requested, 
through  the  Acting  Mayor,  to  advise  the  City 
Council  of  the  reason  for  said  department  making 
purchases  from  the  New  England  Ice  and  Coal 
Company. 

Coun.  DOWD — Mr.  President,  I  noticed  in  last 
week's  papers  a  report  coming  from  the  different 
charitable  institutions  in  the  City  of  Boston,  com- 
mending the  Board  of  Overseers  and  the  Public 
Welfare  Department  and  the  Mayor  of  Boston  for 
the  way  that  department  has  been  conducted. 
Let  me  reply  to  that  by  simply  stating  that  during 
the  last  year  every  private  organization  in  the 
City  of  Boston  has  had  its  representative  working 
for  the  Overseers  of  the  Public  Welfare.  They 
have  more  power  than  the  members  of  the  Boston 
City  Council,  because  they  have  access  to  the 
records  of  the  Public  Welfare  Department,  which 
you  and  I  have  not,  sir.  Now,  let  me  say  that  if 
those  gentlemen  who  signed  the  report,  represent- 
ing those  different  organizations,  had  not  signed 
the  report,  then  Mr.  McCarthy  would  not  allow 
them  to  go  in  the  building.  I  say  it  is  a  glossed 
report,  and  they  were  the  people  who  signed  it, 
and  they  know  as  well  as  you  and  I  that  what  they 
stated  in  the  report  was  not  true,  because,  as  a 
matter  of  fact,  they  did  not  say  anything.  They 
did  not  answer  any  charge  that  was  made.  They 
simply  said  that  the  Overseers  should  be  com- 
mended. I  say  those  organizations  who  have 
access  to  the  records  and  who  are  there  every  day 
in  the  week,  taking  the  places  of  men  who  should 
have  been  employed  by  the  City  of  Boston  inves- 
tigating cases — I  say  they  were  compelled  to  sign 
it,  and  if  they  had  not  signed  it  they  would  not 
have  been  allowed  in  the  building  by  the  Board  of 
Public  Welfare.  So  much  for  that,  sir.  Now,  in 
reference  to  this  order,  I  believe  that  the  time  has 
come  in  this  city  when  anyone  that  has  sunk  quite 
as  low  as  the  New  England  Ice  and  Coal  Company 
should  be  entirely  barred  from  doing  business  with 
the  city.  First,  let  me  state  that  up  until  April 
21  they  had  received  from  the  city  the  sum  of 
$58,901.20,  and  if  the  same  ratio  is  continued  up 
until  May  1  they  will  be  paid  over  865,000,  or  for 
more  coal  delivered  than  any  other  concern  in  the 
entire  City  of  Boston.  What  is  the  matter  with 
this  concern?  The  records  of  the  Superior  Court 
show  that  on  January  17  this  concern,  represented 
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by  a  partnership,  Mr.  Benjamin  Waldman  and 
Mr.  George  Walker, — that  Mr.  Waldman  was 
haled  into  court  on  January  17  for  short-weighting 
forty-one  pounds,  or  4  per  cent  on  a  thousand.  On 
February  14,  before  Judge  Good,  he  pleaded  not 
guilty,  but  was  found  guilty  and  fined  $200.  He 
used  a  dummy  weight  with  a  hole  in  the  center  to 
short-weight  the  people  of  Boston.  It  was  con- 
tinued until  March  5  and  then  to  March  9  and 
then  to  March  16,  and  then  to  April  7.  These 
continuances  were  made  possible  because  of  the 
fact  that  this  concern  and  Mr.  Waldman  hired  one 
of  our  prominent  men  in  public  life  to  represent 
him,  and  during  those  continuances  he  had  enough 
power  to  take  it  off  the  list  in  the  District  Attor- 
ney's office  so  it  would  not  go  to  trial.  But  the 
men  in  the  Sealer  of  Weights'  office  who  were 
prosecuting  this  case  went  to  the  District  Attorney 
and  informed  the  District  Attorney  that  this  case 
had  to  be  tried,  and  had  to  go  back  on  the  list,  and 
it  went  back  on  the  list,  and  on  April  17  this  man 
who  received  $62,000  worth  of  business  from  the 
city  pleaded  guilty  of  short-weighting  forty-one 
pounds  and  was  fined  $50  by  Judge  Williams.  I 
say  to  you,  Mr.  President,  and  to  the  members  of 
this  Council,  that  when  a  contemptible  grafter 
sinks  so  low  as  to  steal  forty  pounds  of  coal  from 
some  individual  who  needs  it  to  keep  from  freezing, 
then  I  say  the  time  has  come  to  do  something. 
This  same  Mr.  Benjamin  Waldman  is  the  same 
man  who  goes  into  the  Public  Welfare  Department, 
his  pockets  in  his  overcoat  lined  with  lavish  gifts 
of  candy  and  other  things,  and  dispenses  them  to 
the  employees  there  for  what  he  receives  in  return. 
Now,  Mr.  President,  I  also  say  that  when  a  concern 
delivers  coal  in  the  evening  there  is  something 
radically  wrong  with  it.  This  concern,  the  New- 
England  Ice  and  Coal  Company,  which  I  have 
charged  from  the  start  with  being  a  contemptible 
grafting  organization,  starts  out  at  five  o'clock  in 
the  evening,  when  there  are  no  men  from  the 
Sealer  of  Weights  and  Measures  office  around  to 
protect  the  people.  And  what  happens?  There 
is  a  man  there — I  have  his  name,  and  the  Finance 
Commission  can  have  it  if  they  so  desire,  and  I 
have  a  letter  here  that  probably  the  councilor  from 
Charlestown  will  be  interested  in — there  is  a  poor 
blind  man  who  lives  in  two  rooms,  and  the  only 
way  he  can  determine  how  much  coal  is  being  left 
for  him  is  by  the  opening  and  shutting  of  the  door, 
and  the  first  time  it  was  only  seven  times,  and  he 
thought  it  was  a  mistake,  and  the  second  time  it 
was  seven  times,  and  he  sent  for  a  neighbor,  and 
they  weighed  the  coal  and  they  put  it  into  bags, 
and  there  were  only  700  pounds.  The  same  tiling 
happened  a  third  time,  and  he  called  the  Overseers 
and  received  no  satisfaction  whatsoever.  Then 
they  got  in  touch  with  someone  from  the  Sealer  of 
Weights  and  Measures  office,  and  they  did  not 
prosecute  this  man  because  he  has  enougli  political 
pull  and  political  power  to  offset  anything  like 
that,  and  the  only  thing  they  could  do  to  him  was 
to  make  him  bring  over  300  pounds  more.  But  I 
wonder  what  the  private  organizations  say  to  that. 
I  have  charged  that  coal  has  been  delivered  in 
Medford.  I  am  ready  to  back  that  statement. 
A  man  that  drives  for  the  New  England  Ice  and 
Coal  Company  delivers  anywhere  from  700  to  800 
pounds  where  there  is  supposed  to  be  1,000  pounds, 
and  then  he  peddles  the  coal  in  every  other  section 
or  suburb  of  Boston.  What  else  is  there  about 
this  concern?  We  find  that  on  October  25,  back 
in  1926,  he  was  found  guilty  in  the  South  Boston 
Court  and  fined  $25,  and  he  appealed  it,  and  Dis- 
trict Attorney  O'Brien  at  that  time  nol  prossed  the 
entire  situation.  Now,  Mr.  President,  I  believe 
that  the  time  has  come  when  Mr.  Hecht  and  the 
entire  Board  of  Overseers  have  got  to  answer  to 
the  people  of  Boston.  They  cannot  say  they  did 
not  know  about  this  case  in  January,  because  the 
records  prove,  and  our  good  City  Clerk  here  knows 
I  am  telling  the  truth,  that  both  Mr.  Walter 
McCarthy  and  the  City  Clerk  were  summonsed  as 
witnesses  in  the  trial  of  the  New  England  Ice  and 
Coal  Company.  They  did  not  testify,  because  it 
was  not  necessary.  And  if  the  secretary  of  the 
Board  of  Overseers  says  he  did  not  know  anything 
about  it,  then  he  is  a  deliberate  liar,  because  the 
records  of  the  court  show  that  he  was  summonsed, 
and  he  was  there,  if  it  was  necessary  to  call  upon 
him.  I  say  to  Mr.  Hecht,  and  I  say  to  the  Board  of 
Overseers,  why  didn't  they  immediately,  when  that 
man  was  found  guilty  of  short-weighting  the  poor 
people  of  Boston — why  didn't  they  discharge  him 
at  once  and  give  the  contract  to  a  reputable  con- 
cern? What  is  the  answer?  There  is  only  one 
answer,  there  is  only  one  word,  and  that  word  is 


collusion.  And  if  there  was  not  collusion,  he 
never  would  have  received  over  $62,000  worth  of 
coal  orders  from  the  City  of  Boston  during  the  last 
five  months.  I  say  that  the  New  England  Ice  and 
Coal  Company  are  nothing  but  cheap,  contemptible 
grafters,  and  any  man  that  would  steal  forty  or 
fifty  pounds  of  coal  from  poor  people  should  not 
only  be  fined  but  should  be  sent  to  jail.  I  do  not 
desire  to  criticize  our  judges,  but  I  say  the  judges 
are  too  lenient  with  men  of  this  type.  If  I  were 
sitting  on  the  bench  and  a  man  who  had  stolen 
forty  or  fifty  pounds  of  coal,  or  5  per  cent  of  an 
order,  from  a  poor  widow,  was  brought  before  me, 
then  I  would  see  that  he  was  sent  to  jail.  And  I  am 
asking  the  chairman  of  the  Board  of  Overseers  to 
tell  us  what  is  between  this  New  England  Ice  and 
Coal  Company  and  the  Board  of  Overseers.  What 
political  power  has  he  got?  I  reiterate  again  my 
statement  that  there  is  only  one  answer,  and  that 
answer  is  collusion. 

Coun.  NORTON— Mr.  President,  I  am  rather 
sorry  to  find  that  Councilor  Dowd  has  met  the 
same  information  that  I  met  with  at  the  Probation 
Office.  I  agree  with  about  everything  that  he 
has  had  to  say,  but  I  want  his  help  on  my  order  of 
last  week,  and  I  am  sure  he  will  cooperate  with  me 
in  trying  to  drive  from  the  city  pay  roll  a  man  who 
has  a  contract  to  the  extent  of  over  $300,000  to 
supply  coal — Max  Kline,  of  the  Standard  Coal 
Company,  that  has  already  been  convicted  of 
robbing  the  city  and  robbing  the  poor  in  the  middle 
of  the  winter,  by  short-weighting  coal.  Why  is  it 
that  Max  Kline  of  the  Standard  Coal  Company 
today  supplies  the  City  of  Boston  with  coal? 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


DONATIONS     BY     LABORING      MEN     TO 
INEMPLOYMENT   FUND. 

Coun.  DOWD  offered  the  following: 

Resolved,  That  it  is  the  sense  of  the  Boston 
City  Council  that  the  President  of  the  City  Men's 
Union,  Local  149,  be  advised  by  the  Acting  Mayor 
that  the  Boston  City  Council  believes  that  it  is 
an  injustice  to  request  the  laboring  men  in  the 
employ  of  the  City  of  Boston  to  donate  one  day's 
pay  to  the  unemployment  relief  fund,  and  that 
the  Boston  City  Council  further  recommends  that 
the  sum  of  one  dollar  monthly  be  requested 
instead. 

Coun.  DOWD — Mr.  President,  some  three 
weeks  ago  I  introduced  a  similar  order,  only  address- 
ing it  through  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Works. 
I  have  discussed  the  matter  with  that  office,  and  I 
find  they  know  nothing  about  it.  The  proposal 
came  to  them  from  the  officials  of  Local  Union  No. 
149.  I  say  to  them  that  it  is  a  rank  injustice  to 
expect  the  laboring  man  of  Boston,  who  receives 
S30  to  $33  a  week,  to  give  one  day's  pay  to  any 
unemployment  fund,  while  the  man  who  receives 
anywhere  from  $3,000  to  $10,000  a  year  is  not 
asked  to  contribute  one  solitary  cent.  We  laid 
that  matter  on  the  table  in  executive  session, 
with  the  request  that  no  collections  be  taken  up, 
but  since  then  things  have  been  happening,  and 
men  have  been  saying  that  if  they  did  not  give  up 
$5,  or  one  day's  pay,  every  month  they  would  be 
transferred  over  to  Hyde  Park  or  to  East  Boston. 
I  believe  that  the  Local  has  overstepped  its  bounds. 
It  is  composed  of  only  ISO  men  out  of  a  total  of 
4,000  city  laborers,  and  I  see  no  reason  why  the 
laboring  men  of  Boston  should  be  asked,  threatened 
or  coerced  to  give  one  day's  pay, while  the  highest 
salaried  officials  of  the  City  of  Boston  are  not  asked 
to  donate  one  solitary  dime. 

Coun.  CURTIS— I  would  like  to  move  that  the 
order  be  referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 
That  order  asks  the  Council  to  go  on  record  as 
being  the  sense  of  the  Council  that  some  outside 
organization  is  not  running  its  affairs  properly, 
and  I  for  one  should  hesitate  to  go  into  that  with- 
out some  further  hearing.  What  he  says  may  be 
true,  but  I  think  it  should  receive  consideration. 

The  order  was  referred  to  the  Executive 
Committee. 


INFORMATION   FROM   ASSESSORS. 

Coun.  DOWD  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Board  of  Assessors  be  re- 
quested, through  the  Acting  Mayor,  to  furnish 
the  City  Council  with  the  following  information 
relative  to  the  proposed  widening  of  Cross  street, 
Boston  proper,  and  Porter  street,  East  Boston: 
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First,  The  assessed  valuation  of  all  individual 
parcels  of  land  and  buildings  on  the  above-named 
streets. 

Second,  What  property  has  changed  owners 
during  the  last  year,  and  if  any,  who  were  the 
purchasers? 

Third,  Has  valuation  been  increased  on  any 
parcels  of  property  on  the  above-named  streets 
during  the  last  year? 

Coun.  DOWD — There  is  a  joker  attached  to 
every  bill  that  the  Council  passes,  evidently,  and 
the  joker  attached  to  the  East  Boston  Tunnel  bill 
was  to  allow  the  officials  to  spend  millions  of  dollars 
on  street  widenings.  I  am  very  anxious  to  find 
out  what  the  valuations  are  on  individual  parcels  of 
land,  and  property,  both  on  Porter  street,  East 
Boston,  and  Cross  street  in  Boston  proper.  I 
understand  they  intend  to  spend  a  million  dollars 
in  Boston  and  $600,000  on  the  East  Boston  side. 
I  am  very  desirous  of  finding  out  what  the  assessed 
valuation  is.  I  am  desirous  of  finding  out  who  has 
purchased  property  there,  and  whether  it  has 
changed  hands  during  the  last  year.  I  want  to 
find  out  if  it  is  the  same  real  estate  gentlemen  that 
manipulated  several  deals  during  this  administra- 
tion who  are  manipulating  property  on  both  Cross 
and  Porter  streets,  in  the  East  Boston  section,  and 
I  respectfully  ask  the  Board  of  Assessors  to  furnish 
the  City  Council  with  all  valuations,  so  that  we 
may  find  out  what  the  city  is  going  to  pay  for  the 
property  on  both  those  streets. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


COMMITTEE      TO      STUDY      MUNICIPAL 
AFFAIRS. 

Coun.  DOWD  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  President  of  the  City  Council 
appoint  a  committee  consisting  of  five  members 
of  the  Council,  said  committee  to  study  the  con- 
duet  of  the  municipal  affairs  of  other  American 
cities  in  Boston's  class,  and  to  report  back  to  the 
Council  with  such  recommendations,  based  on 
the  result  of  their  studies,  as  in  their  opinion  may 
result  in  the  lowering  of  the  tax-rate  on  this  city. 

Coun.  DOWD — Mr.  President,  I  introduced  that 
order  because  I  realize  as  well  as  every  property 
owner  of  Boston  that  the  tax  rate  in  Boston  at  the 
present  time  is  high  enough,  and  we  are  faced  with 
a  substantial  increase  of  from  $1.50  to  $2  a  thou- 
sand, and  I  see  no  logical  reason  why  the  taxes  of 
this  city  are  higher  than  any  other  city  of  Boston's 
size  in  the  entire  country,  and  I  am  asking  the 
President  to  appoint  a  committee  of  five  members 
of  this  Council  to  study  conditions  in  other  cities 
throughout  the  entire  country  and  see  if  it  is  not 
possible  to  give  the  taxpayers  of  Boston  a  lower 
tax  rate. 

The  order  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Rules. 


PROPOSED    RESCINDING .  OF    CONTRACT 
FOR  TABLETS. 

Coun.  NORTON  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Acting  Mayor  of  Boston  be 
requested  to  consider  the  matter  of  rescinding  the 
contract  between  the  City  of  Boston  and  John  F. 
Paramino  for  the  making  of  two  bronze  tablets 
to  be  placed  on  the  Washington  street  outside 
wall  of  the  Old  State  House. 

Coun.  NORTON— Mr.  President,  I  understand 
that  Mr.  John  F.  Paramino  of  Arlington  has  been 
authorized  by  the  City  of  Boston  to  place  two 
bronze  tablets  on  the  outside  wall  of  the  Washing- 
ton street  front  of  the  Old  State  House.  One  of 
these  tablets  is  to  commemorate  a  wooden  arch,  a 
temporary  structure,  under  which  Washington 
passed  when  he  visited  Boston  in  1789.  The 
second  tablet  is  to  commemorate  the  "Towne 
House"  which  formerly  occupied  the  Old  State 
House  site.  There  are  no  accurate  records  showing 
what  this  house  looked  like, — no  known  picture 
existing.  The  historical  societies  of  Boston  are 
practically  a  unit  in  condemning  the  placing  of 
these  two  tablets  on  the  famous  wall,  including  the 
Copley  Society  of  Boston,  the  Bostonian  Society, — 
custodians  of  the  Old  State  House,  a  member  of 
which  is  my  eminent  colleague  of  this  body  from  the 
Back  Bay, — the  Bay  State  Historical  League,  com- 
posed of  eighty-five  local  historical  societies,  the 
Sons  of  the  American  Revolution  and  the  Society  of 
Colonial  Wars.  Mr.  Charles  H.  Taylor,  eminent 
Boston  editor,  son  of  a  noted  sire  who  stated  "My 


idea  has  been  to  build  up  rather  than  to  join  in 
tearing  down,"  on  April  1,  1931,  wrote  the  Mayor: 
"I  understand  that  there  is  a  project  on  foot  to 
put  two  tablets  on  the  Old  State  House.  .  .  . 
Just  what  extra  historical  value  could  be  added  by 
defacing  the  front  with  tablets  I  cannot  say." 
The  tablets  have  been  objected  to  as  being  neither 
historically  correct  nor  significant  enough  to 
warrant  defacing  the  wall.  Regardless  of  these 
protests,  Chairman  Walter  G.  Page  of  Nantucket, 
appointed  last  year  by  Mayor  Curley  to  head  the 
City  of  Boston  Commission  on  Marking  Historical 
Sites,  a  commission  which  did  not  function  during 
Mayor  Nichols'  regime,  stated  last  Saturday  in  the 
press: 

"I  think  you'll  find  the  tablets  will  go  up.  The 
Mayor  has  signed  the  contract  and  I've  signed  it 
and  as  far  as  I  am  concerned,  the  tablets  are  going 
up." 

It  would  appear  that  Chairman  Page  had  no  author- 
ity from  his  own  commission  to  go  ahead  with  this 
work  since  on  April  14,  1931,  Secretary  Watkins 
of  the  commission  wrote  John  F.  Paramino,  the 
contractor,  as  follows: 

"This  commission  has  directed  me  to  inform 
you  that,  if  the  chairman  [Walter  G.  Page]  signed 
any  such  contract,  it  was  by  inadvertence.  .  .  ." 
Apparently  Chairman  Page  awarded  this  work 
without  consulting  his  committee.  Investigation 
shows  that  out  of  $67,300  spent  by  this  commission, 
Mr.  John  F.  Paramino  received  approximately 
$57,000  worth  of  the  work.  When  another  con- 
tractor has  done  similar  work  for  the  commission 
the  price  appears  to  be  just  about  one  half  of  that 
charged  by  Mr.  Paramino.  For  instance,  Mr. 
Paramino  supplied  the  following  tablets  at  the 
following  prices: 

Cotton  and  Vane $800  00 

Old  Brick  Church 650  00 

Faneuil  Hall 600  00 

John  Winthrop , 750  00 

Endicott  and  Yale. 800  00 

Evacuation  Tablet 600  00 

$4,200  00 

Now,  listen  to  these  figures  from  another  concern. 
T.  F.  McGann  &  Sons  Company  of  Boston  have 
supplied  tablets  as  follows: 

Huguenot  Tablet $12  00 

Boston  Neck 360  00 

First  Meeting  House 300  00 

Cambridge  Street  Church 330  00 

Paul  Revere 275  00 

Thomas  Hutchinson 325  00 

Northern  Battery 370  00 

$1,972  00 

Coun.  BUSH — Mr.  Chairman,  a  point  of  infor- 
mation. 

President  McGRATH — Does  Councilor  Norton 
yield? 

Coun.  NORTON— I  do  not  yield.  With 
nearly  100,000  men,  women,  and  children  in  Boston 
today  forced  to  accept  some  kind  of  relief,  nearly 
one  in  every  seven,  this  is  not  time  to  squander  the 
people's  money  on  memorial  tablets.  The  great 
question  is  how  to  get  enough  money  to  feed, 
clothe  and  house  the  poor.  We  are  now  going 
through  the  most  acute  and  prolonged  business 
depression  this  nation  has  ever  known.  We  have 
43,000,000  people  in  America  who,  in  normal 
times,  are  gainfully  employed.  Today  we  have  a 
larger  percentage  unemployed  than  ever.  The 
United  States  Department  of  Labor  was  forced  to 
admit  a  figure  of  over  6,000,000  as  being  unem- 
ployed a  few  months  ago,  the  largest  percentage 
ever  recorded  in  the  annals  of  our  country.  Mass 
production,  perfection  in  the  sciences  and  im- 
provements in  the  technology  of  the  automatic 
machine  have  advanced  more  in  the  last  twenty 
years  than  in  all  previous  fifty  centuries  of  his- 
tory,— throwing  on  this  generation  a  tremendous 
burden.  The  machine  does  the  work  of  man  to 
an  unparalleled  extent  today.  The  way  back  to 
prosperity  is  a  slow,  long  haul.  A  matter  of  years 
not  months.  Senator  Borah,  in  his  Collier's  hour, 
chain  radio  hook-up  last  night,  practically  ad- 
mitted it  was  a  matter  of  years  not  months. 
Secretary  Mellon  hinted  at  this  view  in  his  speech 
before  the  American  Chamber  of  Commerce  a  few 
days  ago  at  Washington.  I  might  enumerate  a 
list  of  one  hundred  eminent  world  economists  who 
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say  the  same  on  this  subject.  Today,  in  Boston, 
honest  men  weep  at  their  inability  to  obtain  work 
and  provide  for  their  families.  A  man  who  has 
worked  for  one  concern  faithfully  for  thirty  years 
doesn't  know  what  to  do,  when,  in  the  afternoon 
of  life,  he  is  thrown  out  into  the  ranks  of  the 
unemployed.  The  City  of  Boston  spends  millions 
of  dollars  on  contracts  to  put  men  to  work,  but 
often  those  who  benefit  the  most  are  those  who 
cannot  speak  the  English  language.  Working 
today  on  the  City  of  Boston  golf  course  in  my  dis- 
trict is  a  group  of  laborers,  under  a  contract,  not 
five  of  whom  can  speak  understandable  English, 
while  men  who  want  work,  who  have  paid  taxes 
here  for  years  and  raised  respectable  families  stand 
idly  by.  I  fear  trouble  if  this  "padrone"  system 
continues  to  exist  in  this  city.  To  return  to  the 
matter  of  memorial  tablets  there  is  evidence  that 
the  work  done  by  Mr.  Paramino  has  not  been 
altogether  satisfactory.  The  officials  of  the  Mer- 
chant's National  Bank,  Boston,  refuse  to  allow  one 
of  the  tablets  to  be  placed  on  their  building,  to 
commemorate  the  site  of  the  Old  Exchange 
Tavern.  The  same  contractor  built  the  Founders' 
Memorial,  located  at  Beacon  and  Spruce  streets, 
on  Boston  Common.  It  cost  the  city  $45,000. 
Secretary  Walter  K.  Watkins  of  the  commission, 
an  authority,  informs  me  that  the  same  could  have 
been  built  for  3530,000  or  less.  There  have  been  so 
many  complaints  registered  asking  just  what  the 
memorial  represents  that  an  explanatory  inscrip- 
tion is  to  be  placed  on  it.  The  lettering  on  the 
Beacon  street  side  was  so  indistinct  that  gcld-leaf 
has  been  substituted,  and  some  of  this  is  already 
beginning  to  wash  off.  What  it  will  look  like  one 
hundred  years  from  now  no  one  knows.  Inciden- 
tally, John  Francis  Paramino  has  inscribed  his  own 
name  and  that  of  the  Mayor  on  the  Founders' 
Memorial,  in  letters  almost  as  big  as  those  used  in 
the  naming  of  the  immortal  John  Winthrop  and 
William  Bradford,  and  sets  these  names  off,  so  as 
to  accentuate  them,  with  plenty  of  space.  There 
is  evidence  that  Chairman  Page  has  a  very  high 
regard  for  Mr.  Paramino's  work,  for  he  has  sug- 
gested that  the  memorial  to  the  World  War 
veterans  be  erected  in  Boston  and  that  Mr. 
Paramino  should  construct  a  memorial  to  the 
veterans  of  the  Spanish  American  War  with  this 
money.  Secretary  Watkins  of  the  committee,  in 
one  instance,  went  ahead  and  arranged  for  a  $350 
tablet  to  be  placed  on  St.  Stephen's  Church.  The 
Colonial  Brass  Company  was  to  furnish  it.  Chair- 
man Page  stepped  in  and  insisted  that  the  work  go 
to  Mr.  Paramino,  who  furnished  the  tablet,  not  at 
$350  but  at  a  cost  of  $1,300.  The  tablet  is  now  on 
St.  Stephen's  Church  in  the  North  End.  Chairman 
Page  was  desirous  of  naming  the  Roxbury  Fort 
after  General  Knox.  The  Roxbury  Historical 
Society  vigorously  objected  and  pointed  out  that 
Col.  Rufus  Putnam  and  Col.  Jeremiah  Gridley, 
Roxbury  men,  planned  and  built  the  fort.  But 
the  chairman  was  successful  in  having  Mr.  Para- 
mino place  a  $1,500  tablet  at  this  point  in  memory 
of  General  Knox,  disregarding  the  fact  that  the 
Sons  of  the  American  Revolution  had  previously 
placed  a  General  Knox  tablet  on  the  sight  of  his 
home,  on  Essex  street,  now  the  Essex  Hotel  in 
Boston.  Apparently  this  condition  exists  because 
Mayor  Curley  has  not  been  fully  informed.  It  is 
hard  for  a  Mayor  of  a  great  city,  with  its  multitu- 
dinous duties,  to  know  everything.  He  must  rely 
on  subordinates.  When  I  drew  to  his  attention 
the  fact  that  the  city  was  paying  over  twice  as 
much  for  their  auto  tires  and  tubes  as  was  the 
Commonwealth,  which  had  almost  double  the 
number  of  autos  as  had  the  City  of  Boston,  he 
instituted  an  investigation  immediately  and  I  have 
information  that  this  led  in  part  to  relief.  Again, 
when  it  was  shown  that  the  man  who  secured  the 
city  contract  for  over  $300,000  worth  of  coal  was  a 
notorious  "short-weighter,"  even  preceding  the 
report  issued  here  today  by  the  colleague  from 
Roxbury  (Coun.  Dowd)  on  those  who  supply  our 
fuel — Boston's  most  notorious  one  according  to 
court  records  — who  had  short-weighted  the 
city,  and  worse  still,  poor  people  in  the  wintertime 
on  their  coal,  he  demanded  that  all  the  facts  be 
presented  to  him.  I  believe  that  he  will  take 
action  in  these  two  cases  and  that  he  would  prevent 
these  tablets  from  defacing  the  famous  wall,  if  here, 
and  the  information  now  available  was  given  to 
him.  For  instance,  when  Mr.  Charles  H.  Taylor 
objected  to  the  placing  of  the  tablets,  the  Mayor 
immediately  dispatched  his  letter  to  Secretary 
Watkins  who  planned  to  meet  the  Mayor  at  a 
commission  lunch.  But  Chairman  Page  canceled 
this  luncheon  date,  and  the  secretary  had  no  oppor- 
tunity to  explain  his  views  to  the  Mayor.     Appar- 


ently, the  chairman  is  a  sick  man,  who  is  unable  to 
properly  follow  up  these  matters.  A  short  while 
ago  the  Mayor  asked  Secretary  Watkins  to  arrange 
for  a  tablet  to  the  memory  of  the  late  Gen.  Leonard 
Wood,  since  the  Spanish  American  War  veterans 
meet  in  Boston  this  year.  The  chairman  was  not 
consulted.  The  secretary  arranged  a  three-quarter 
size  bas  relief  of  the  late  eminent  general,  to  be 
placed  at  the  Boston  City  Hospital,  where  he 
served  an  internship  as  a  young  doctor.  Bruce  W. 
Saville  of  Harcourt  street,  Boston,  is  to  furnish  the 
tablet  at  a  cost  of  $1,000.  This  would  have  cost, 
undoubtedly,  thousands  of  dollars  more  if  handled 
in  the  usual  way.  But  Secretary  Watkins  handled 
the  matter  directly  with  the  Mayor.  Because  I 
do  not  believe  that  the  Mayor  of  Boston  was  cor- 
rectly informed  as  to  just  what  was  going  on,  I 
respectfully  request  that  this  matter  of  placing 
tablets  on  the  front  of  the  Old  State  House  be 
postponed.  We  in  Boston  do  not  own  the  Old 
State  House.  We  but  hold  it  in  trust.  It  belongs 
to  the  patriotic  Americans  throughout  the  length 
and  breadth  of  our  land.  It  belongs,  as  a  symbol, 
to  the  freedom  loving  people  of  the  entire  world. 
Ours  is  a  sacred  trust,  to  preserve  this  shrine  of 
American  patriotism  intact  for  generations  yet 
unborn.  I  demand,  Mr.  President,  that  we  stop 
this  squandering  of  the  people's  money  for  the 
benefit  of  a  contractor  in  bronze  memorials,  and, 
more  important,  I  demand  that  this  desecration  of 
a  famous  patriotic  American  shrine  be  stopped. 

Coun.  BUSH — Mr.  President,  I  have  no  quarrel 
with  what  the  previous  speaker  said,  but  I  would 
like  to  ask  certain  information  from  him.  He  has 
referred  all  through  his  remarks  to  Mr.  Paramino 
as  a  contractor.  My  understanding,  gained 
purely  from  his  reputation,  is  that  he  is  a  sculptor, 
and  I  would  like  to  have  that  verified,  as  to  whether 
his  reference  to  him  as  a  contractor  is  correct,  or 
whether  he  is  not  a  sculptor,  and  as  such  is  furnish- 
ing personal  services  of  a  high  character. 

Coun.  NORTON — I  shall  be  glad  to  answer  that, 
Mr.  President.  It  reminds  me  of  the  remark  that 
was  made  some  time  ago  about  one  of  these  eminent 
contractors  engaged  in  fixing  the  streets.  He  re- 
ferred to  himself  as  an  eminent  engineer.  All  I 
could  find  that  he  ever  had  done  was  to  collect 
garbage.  As  for  this  question  here  asked  by  the 
emissary  of  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  I  would  like  to 
say  that  this  man  Paramino  may  be  a  sculptor,  he 
may  be  a  piano  player,  he  may  be  a  jiu  jitsu  artist, 
he  may  be  any  one  of  a  number  of  things,  but  I 
here  present  the  evidence  to  show  that  he  is  deliber- 
ately at  this  time  over-charging  and  squandering 
the  money  of  the  people  of  Boston  at  an  hour  when 
we  have  more  people  hungry  in  our  city  than  in 
any  like  hour  in  our  history. 

Coun.  BUSH — Mr.  President,  since  the  gentle- 
man has  seen  fit  to  become  personal  about  it,  I 
will  say  that  as  far  as  I  know  of  the  reputation  of 
Mr.  Paramino,  whatever  else  he  may  be,  he  is  not 
a  "bull  "  artist.  I  happen  to  have  seen  a  memorial 
to  the  soldiers  and  sailors  of  all  wars,  or  of  several 
wars  of  the  United  States,  for  which  he  built  and 
constructed  a  proposed  model,  or  a  model  of  a 
proposed  memorial,  which  was  standing  in  the 
windows  of  a  firm  of  architects,  or  the  architectural 
exhibition  on  Beacon  street,  at  No.  11,  and  to  my 
mind  Mr.  Paramino  qualifies  as  a  sculptor.  Now, 
I  have  no  fault  to  find  with  the  question  as  to 
whether  his  charges  are  exorbitant  or  not,  but  as  a 
sculptor  he  makes  a  charge  according  to  what  he 
thinks  his  services  are  worth,  and  various  sculp- 
tors differ  as  to  the  proper  estimate  to  be  placed 
on  the  worth  of  their  services.  I  take  exception  to 
the  remarks  of  the  previous  speaker,  inasmuch  as 
reference  is  made  to  a  man  who  is,  as  I  am  in- 
formed, a  noted  sculptor,  referring  to  him  as  a  con- 
tractor. He  mentions  tablets  made  by  other  con- 
cerns which  are  merely  manufacturers  of  bronze 
tablets.  We  do  not  know  from  the  previous 
speaker's  remarks  whether  these  tablets,  or  so- 
called  tablets,  involved  a  sculpturing  of  models 
before  the  tablets  were  made,  and  until  we  do  find 
out  I  do  not  think  we  ought  to  take  any  action  on 
this  order,  and  I  move,  therefore,  that  it  be  re- 
ferred to  the  Executive  Committee. 

Coun.  NORTON — Mr.  Chairman,  I  was  rather 
astounded  to  find  that  the  colleague  from  Roxbury, 
after  asking  the  interrogatory  regarding  whether 
or  not  Mr.  Paramino  was  a  contractor  or  a  sculptor, 
categorically  answered  the  question  himself.  It 
shows  a  certain  amount  of  deception.  Now,  as 
to  his  other  remarks,  his  other  adjective  used  as  to 
my  remarks  here,  let  me  call  your  attention,  Mr. 
President   and   colleagues,   to   the   fact  that   the 
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colleague  from  Roxbury  on  one  other  occasion 
challenged  my  remarks  when  I  introduced  in  this 
honorable  body  my  minority  report  on  the  budget. 
At  that  time,  if  my  memory  serves  me  correctly, 
he  used  the  verbiage  "hot  air."  Well,  if  it  is  hot 
air,  I  produced  at  each  succeeding  meeting  some- 
thing that  he  has  not  answered,  and  all  the  admin- 
istration forces  of  this  city,  with  all  the  specialists 
under  them,  cannot  answer,  when  I  said  that  money 
was  wasted  here.  Just  think  of  it!  The  Common- 
wealth, with  600  times  the  area  to  cover  with  its 
automobiles  and  trucks,  paid  for  its  tires  and  tubes 
but  one  half  of  the  amount  paid  by  the  City  of 
Boston,  and  purchased  them  from  a  Massachusetts 
concern  making  them  in  Chicopee  Falls,  which 
gives  to  those  poor  unfortunates  at  Fall  River  and 
New  Bedford  a  chance  to  work.  Yet  we,  with  so 
many  poor  in  our  city,  spend  twice  the  amount  of 
money  that  they  spend  up  there  at  the  State 
House,  when  we  have  only  one  half  the  number  of 
automobiles,  and  we  give  that  money  to  a  middle 
western  concern,  while  a  concern  that  makes  them 
here  and  supplies  the  Commonwealth  will  give 
you  the  same  guaranty,  and  give  it  to  you  prac- 
tically for  50  per  cent  off.  Let  the  colleague  from 
Roxbury,  instead  of  terming  my  words  "hot  air" 
or  "bunk,"  try  to  uphold  the  present  administra- 
tion of  Boston.  Let  him  individually  take  my 
statements  and  answer  them.  The  late  Burke 
Cockran  of  New  York  State,  for  many  years  the 
representative  of  the  Fourteenth  New  York  Dis- 
trict in  the  United  States  Congress,  who  toiled 
long  in  advocating  in  Congress  what  today  is 
written  on  the  statute  books  of  this  country, 
stated  that  abuse  and  abuse  alone  was  what  was 
given  him  and  his  colleagues  in  Congress  who 
pioneered  and  succeeded  in  placing  on  the  statute 
books  of  the  nation  laws  that  today  are  considered 
wonderful  from  the  standpoint  of  the  common 
man.  Now,  as  to  the  colleague's  remarks  as  to  this 
being  bunk,  I  ask  him,  is  this  bunk, — I  ask  "him 
are  these  prices  bunk,  Paramino's  prices? 
$57,000  to  John  Paramino,  with  hundreds  of 
people  here  in  Boston  begging  bread  and  our 
people  only  asking  for  the  right  to  submit  a  com- 
petitive bid,  and  a  City  of  Boston  commission 
refusing  that  right!  John  Paramino  of  Arlington 
having  a  monopoly  on  the  work,  his  prices  for 
tablets  being  $800,  $650,  $600,  $750,  $800  and 
$600,  while  the  prices  for  analogous  tablets  fur- 
nished by  the  McGann  Company  were  $360,  $300, 
$330,  and  $275 — I  ask  you,  is  that  bunk  or  are 
those  facts? 

Coun.  BUSH  moved  to  refer  the  order  to  the 
Executive  Committee.  The  motion  was  lost,  and 
the  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


IMPROVEMENT    OF    GROUNDS    OF    THE 
DORCHESTER   DISTRICT   COURT. 
Coun.  WILSON  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,    That    the    Superintendent    of    Public 
Buildings  be,   and   he   hereby  is,   respectfully   re- 
quested to  arrange  for  a  prompt  placing  of  addi- 
tional   trees    and     other    improvements     on     the 
grounds     adjacent     to     the     DorcheBter     District 
Court. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


CITIZENS   FOR  JURY   DUTY. 

Coun.  WILSON  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Board  of  Election  Commis- 
sioners be,  and  said  board  hereby  is,  respectfully 
requested  to  advise  the  City  Council  in  detail 
with  reference  to  the  annual  drawing  up  of  a  list 
of  citizens  for  jury  duty  in  Suffolk  County,  with 
particular  reference  to  the  investigation,  if  any, 
made  of  the  qualifications  of  paid  jurors  and 
criminal  records,  if  any. 

Coun.  WILSON— Not  many  weeks  ago  many 
words  were  said  with  reference  to  the  jury  system 
in  Suffolk  County  and  the  method  of  drawing 
jurors  and  the  possibility  of  interfering  with 
jurors.  It  was  with  some  surprise  that  I  learned 
from  those  in  authority  that  the  average  jury  list 
sent  to  the  Suffolk  Superior  Court  for  service  in  the 
criminal  sessions,  after  drawing  by  this  body,  is  on 
the  average  found  to  be  composed  of  from  25  per 
cent  to  30  per  cent  of  men  with  criminal  records. 
I  was  under  the  impression  that  there  was  annually 
drawn  up  by  the  Board  of  Election  Commissioners, 
after  careful  investigation  either  by  .that  depart- 


ment or  the  Police  Department  of  the  City  of 
Boston,  a  book  of  between  10,000  and  20,000  names 
of  citizens  of  the  City  of  Boston  and  legal  residents 
of  the  City  of  Boston  who  could  be  counted  upon 
to  sit  upon  a  jury  of  twelve  men,  each  himself 
without  a  criminal  record,  and  pass  intelligently 
and  honestly  on  a  defendant's  case  tried  by  the 
District  Attorney  of  Suffolk  County.  It  was  with 
some  surprise  that  I  was  told  last  week,  from  a 
source  that  I  consider  highly  authoritative,  that 
the  average  jury  list  that  we  send  up  there  is  25 
per  cent  criminal,  and  I  suggest  that  a  representa- 
tive of  the  Election  Department  be  sent  for  to 
attend  the  Executive  Committee  meeting,  in  order 
that  we  may  take  up  at  this  time  just  what  weeding 
out  process  is  done  before  the  names  that  we  receive 
in  the  barrel  every  so  often  here  are  placed  there, 
to  be  drawn  out  as  jurors  by  the  Council,  to  fur- 
nish jurors  for  the  trial  of  the  criminal  list  in 
Suffolk  County. 

Coun.  NORTON— I  am  very  glad  to  find  that 
my  able  colleague  here  from  Dorchester  rather 
acquiesces  with  my  motion  here  of  a  few  weeks 
ago.  I  was  going  to  request  his  Honor  the  Mayor 
of  Boston,  since  under  the  law  he  is  supposed  to 
have  charge  of  drawing  the  jurors,  to  come  here, 
and  at  that  time  I  intimated  the  night  before 
that  drawing  that  I  was  going  to  call  for  the 
Mayor  to  come  here.  I  had  practically  the  same 
information  that  the  colleague  here  from  Dor- 
chester has  presented  to  the  Council  when  I  pre- 
sented that  resolution,  but  the  emissaries  of  the 
Mayor  jumped  up  here  and  the  words  of  their 
vocabulary  were  inadequate  to  express  their 
resentment  at  the  thought  that  I  should  even 
think  of  questioning  what  names  are  in  that  old 
box,  at  a  time  when  the  jury  system  of  our  beloved 
Commonwealth  was  held  before  the  nation. 
They  stood  up  and  said,  "Why,  this  thing  is  won- 
derful," when  I  know  that  this  information  the 
colleague  has  put  into  the  record  is  true,  that  men 
with  criminal  records,  bootleggers,  and  even 
thieves,  were  sitting  on  the  juries  of  Suffolk  County. 
But  the  moment  I  introduced  the  resolution  they 
said,  "You  are  attacking  the  integrity  of  the 
officials  of  the  City  of  Boston."  I  was  not  attack- 
ing the  integrity  of  the  city,  but  I  knew  that  box 
of  names  was  around  somewhere,  and  I  knew  that 
no  one  in  this  Council  knew  how  many  names 
were  in  that  box.  We  never  looked  in  it.  I  knew 
that  if  the  names  were  put  out  on  the  President's 
desk,  and  the  names  published  in  the  press,  we 
would  be  ashamed  of  ourselves  for  presenting  any 
such  names  for  honorable  jury  duty  in  Suffolk 
County.  I  am  glad  to  see  the  colleague  from 
Dorchester  introduce  this  resolution.  This  is  in 
order.  It  should  be  done.  We  need  an  investi- 
gation and  a  close  check-up  of  every  man  drawn 
for  jury  service  in  this  Council. 

Coun.  RUBY — -Mr.  President,  I  agree  entirely 
with  the  order  presented  by  the  councilor  from 
Ward  17,  but  I  cannot  for  the  life  of  me — and  I 
suppose  I  will  be  termed  an  emissary  of  the  Mayor 
because  I  disagree  with  the  councilor  from  Ward 

18 

Coun.  MURRAY— Right! 

Coun.  RUBY — But  I  believe  it  is  in  order  to 
differentiate  between  further  controlling  the  selec- 
tion of  names  eligible  for  jury  duty,  and  the  draw- 
ing of  names,  which  we,  under  the  law,  are 
compelled  to  draw  each  and  every  month.  So  far 
as  his  Honor  the  Mayor  or  the  President  of  this 
body,  or  the  councilor  from  Ward  18  himself  are 
concerned,  we  have  in  that  so-called  box  or  barrel 
the  names  selected  by  the  Election  Commissioners 
as  eligible  for  jury  duty,  and  our  prerogative  in  this 
body  is  only  to  draw  the  number  requested  by  the 
Clerk  of  the  Superior  Civil  Court  or  the  Clerk  of 
the  Superior  Criminal  Court  for  that  particular 
session.  If  there  are  thirty  or  thirty-one  men 
needed  for  the  first  session  of  the  Superior  Civil 
Court,  we  get  a  warrant  from  that  officer  to  draw 
that  number  of  jurymen  and  we  draw  them  from 
the  several  thousand  names  selected  by  the  Elec- 
tion Department  after  what  I  always  thought  was 
a  careful  investigation  of  the  men  and  their  certifi- 
cation as  being  eligible  for  jury  duty.  But  it  has 
nothing  to  do,  Mr.  President,  with  the  order 
presented  by  the  councilor  from  Ward  17,  who 
asks  the  Election  Commissioners  to  tell  us  that  20 
or  25  per  cent  of  them  are  not  eligible  men.  We 
have  no  power,  no  right  to  go  into  that  jury  box 
when  it  reaches  us,  other  than  to  draw  singh , 
name  by  name,  the  number  we  are  asked  to  select 
for  jury  service  the  following  month.  There 
cannot  be  any  rhyme  or  reason  for  the  statement 
made  by  the  councilor  from  Ward  18,  because,  as  I 
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have  said,  we  are  given  a  specific  duty  to  perform, 
that  of  selecting  300  odd  or  400  odd  names  every 
month,  the  same  as  is  done  in  Chelsea  by  the 
Board  of  Aldermen,  the  same  as  is  done  in  Revere 
by  the  City  Council  in  that  city,  in  the  selection 
of  men  liable  for  jury  duty  in  that  particular 
month  for  the  County  of  Suffolk  in  both  criminal 
and  civil  sessions,  and  after  the  Election  Commis- 
sioners certify  those  men  are  eligible  for  jury  duty 
we  have  no  right  under  the  law  to  take  any  indi- 
vidual name  out  of  that  box  and  send  it  back  as 
unfit.  We  have  no  right  to  tamper  with  the  jury 
box.  Our  only  prerogative  is  to  select,  through 
the  Mayor  or  through  the  President  of  the  Council, 
or  through  the  councilor  selected,  name  by  name, 
the  specific  number  necessary  for  that  special  or 
particular  session,  or  the  Grand  Jury,  if  so  required. 
We  cannot  go  into  the  names,  and  if  there  were 
10,000  names  in  that  box  eligible  for  jury  duty, 
certified  by  the  Election  Department  of  the  City 
of  Boston,  and  we  selected  those  10,000,  we  would 
not  have  usurped  our  right  or  our  particular 
obligation  to  take  from  that  box  the  required 
number.  It  then  becomes  the  duty  of  some  other 
department,  whether  it  be  the  District  Attorney 
or  whether  it  be  the  clerks  of  the  Civil  or  Criminal 
Courts,  to  investigate  the  men  after  they  get  the 
names,  but  we  have  not  that  right,  because  that 
box  as  it  comes  to  us  is  notice  to  us  that  those  men 
are  eligible  to  be  drawn  by  us  for  jury  duty. 

Coun.  NORTON — Mr.  President,  one  sentence 
of  an  answer.  We  have  the  right  to  refuse  to 
draw  from  that  box  25  or  30  per  cent  of  men  who 
have  criminal  records,  to  serve  on  a  jury. 

The  order  was  referred  to  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee. 


ACCEPTANCE   OF   CHAPTER   277. 
Coun.  WILSON  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  chapter  277  of  the  Acts  of  1931, 
entitled  "An  Act  Authorizing  the  City  of  Boston 
to  pay  an   Annuity   to   the  Widow    of  Frank   L. 
Lyons,  a  Former  Captain  in  the  Fire  Department 
of  said  City"  be,  and  hereby  is,  accepted. 
Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 


FENCE  AROUND   TENNIS  COURTS. 

Coun.  RUBY  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Park  Commission  be  re- 
quested, through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  erect 
a  fence  around  the  tennis  courts  on  Franklin 
Field. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


PROPOSED     ACCEPTANCE     OF     CODMAN 
HILL   STREET. 

Coun.  ENGLERT  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,    That   the   Board    of   Street   Commis- 
sioners   be    requested,    through    his    Honor    the 
Mayor,  to  accept  and  lay  out  as  a  public  highway 
Codman  Hill  street,  Ward  11. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


REPAVING  OF  BARTON  STREET. 

Coun.  FITZGERALD  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,    That    the    Commissioner    of    Public 
Works  be  requested,  through  the  Acting  Mayor, 
to  repave  Barton  street,   Ward  3,   with  smooth 
paving. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


PLAYGROUND   IN   WARD   3. 

Coun.  FITZGERALD  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  $75,000  be,  and  the 
same  hereby  is,  appropriated,  to  be  expended 
under  the  direction  of  the  Park  Commission,  for 
the  purchase  of  land  to  provide  playground 
facilities  in  that  part  of  Ward  3  known  as  the 
West  End,  within  the  area  bounded  by  Leverett, 
Charles,  Cambridge,  Green  and  Chambers 
streets,  and  that  to  meet  such  expense  the  City 
Treasurer  be  authorized  to  issue,  from  time  to 
time,  at  the  request  of  the  Mayor,  bonds  or  cer- 
tificates of  indebtedness  of  the  city  to  said  amount. 
Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 


RETENTION     OF     CHARLESTOWN     MEN 
IN  DISTRICT. 

Coun.  GREEN  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the 
Mayor,  to  continue  at  work  in  the  Charlestown 
district  the  men  who  were  assigned  there  from  the 
Public  Welfare  Department  to  clean  streets,  etc. 
These  men  have  been  transferred  to  other  dis- 
tricts. They  are  Charlestown  men. 
Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


IMPROVEMENTS   IN   CHARLESTOWN. 

Coun.  GREEN  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Art  Commission  be  requested, 
through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  repair  the  tablets 
and    clean   the   statue   on   the   Training   Field    in 
Charlestown. 

Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the 
Mayor,  to  install  an  arc  light  on  Chelsea  street, 
Charlestown,  opposite  Adams  street,  between  the 
Navy  Yard  gate  and  the  car  stop. 

Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the 
Mayor,  to  install  an  arc  light  on  Adams  street, 
Charlestown,  opposite  the  east  entrance  to  the 
Training  Field. 

Ordered,  that  the  Police  Commissioner  be 
requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  pro- 
vide an  ambulance  for  Station  15,  Charlestown. 

Ordered,  That  the  Traffic  Commission  be 
requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to 
install  an  automatic  traffic  signal  light  in  City 
square,  Charlestown,  at  the  junction  of  Henley, 
Warren,  Call  and  Park  streets. 

Severally  passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


WARD    10   IMPROVEMENTS. 

Coun.  POWER  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,    That    the    Commissioner    of    Public 
Works    be    requested,    through    his    Honor    the 
Mayor,    to    repave    with    smooth    pavement    St. 
Alphonsus  street,  Ward  10. 

Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the 
Mayor,  to  repave  with  smooth  pavement  Fenwood 
road,  Ward  10. 

Severally  passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


LOAN   ORDERS   PASSED. 

President  McGRATH  called  up,  under  unfin- 
ished business,  Nos.  6,  7,  S  and  9  on  the  calendar, 
viz.: 

6.  Ordered,  That  under  the  authority  of 
chapter  249  of  the  Acts  of  1931, the  sum  of  $500,000 
be,  and  the  same  hereby  is,  appropriated,  to  be 
expended  by  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Works 
for  Reconstruction  of  Streets,  and  that  to  meet 
said  appropriation  the  City  Treasurer  be  author- 
ized to  issue,  from  time  to  time,  on  request  of  the 
Mayor,  bonds  or  certificates  of  indebtedness  of 
the  City  of  Boston  to  said  amount. 

7.  Ordered,  That  under  the  authority  of 
chapter  249  of  the  Acts  of  1931,  the  sum  of  5500,000 
be,  and  the  same  hereby  is,  appropriated,  to  be 
expended  by  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Works 
for  Reconstruction  of  Streets,  and  that  to  meet 
said  appropriation  the  City  Treasurer  be  author- 
ized to  issue,  from  time  to  time,  on  request  of  the 
Mayor,  bonds  or  certificates  of  indebtedness  of 
the  City  of  Boston  to  said  amount,  the  same  to 
be  issued  outside  the  limit  of  indebtedness. 

S.  Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  SS5.000  be,  and 
the  same  hereby  is,  appropriated,  to  be  expended 
under  the  direction  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  of 
the  Boston  Public  Library,  for  Central  Library 
Building,  Foundation  Improvements,  etc.,  and 
that  to  meet  said  appropriation  the  City  Treasurer 
be,  and  hereby  is,  authorized  to  issue,  from  time 
to  time,  at  the  request  of  the  Mayor,  bonds  or 
certificates  of  indebtedness  of  the  city  to  said 
amount.     • 
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On  April  27,  1931,  the  foregoing  order  was  read 
once  and  passed,  yeas  19,  nays  0. 

9.  Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  $25,000  be,  and 
the  same  hereby  is,  appropriated,  to  be  expended 
under  the  direction  of  the  Board  of  Park  Commis- 
sioners, for  Castle  Island  and  Marine  Park, 
Improvements,  etc.,  and  that  to  meet  said  appro- 
priation the  City  Treasurer  be  authorized  to 
issue,  from  time  to  time,  upon  request  of  the 
Mayor,  bonds  or  certificates  of  indebtedness  of  the 
city  to  said  amount. 

On  April  27,  1931,  the  foregoing  order  was  read 
once  and  passed,  yeas  19,  nays  0. 

Coun.  NORTON— Mr.  President,  I  would  like  to 
have  No.  9  read  off  separately. 

The  question  came  on  the  passage  of  Nos.  6,  7 
and  8  on  the  calendar.  The  clerk  called  the  roll, 
and  the  orders  were  passed,  yeas  21,  nays  0. 

The  question  then  came  on  the  passage  of  No.  9 
on  the  calendar.  The  clerk  called  the  roll,  and 
the  order  was  given  its  second  reading  and  passage, 
yeas  21,  nays  0. 


RECESS. 

The  Council  voted,  at  3.2S  p.  m.,  on  motion  of 
Coun.  GLEASON,  to  take  a  recess  subject  to  the 
call  of  the  President.  The  members  reassembled 
in  the  Council  Chamber  at  4.34  p.  m.  and  were 
called  to  order  by  President  McGRATH. 


EXECUTIVE   COMMITTEE   REPORTS. 

Coun.  GALLAGHER,  for  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee, submitted  reports  as  follows: 

1.  Report  on  petitions  (referred  today)  for 
children  under  fifteen  years  of  age  to  appear  at 
places  of  public  amusement,  viz.: 

Anne  Marie  Casey,  South  Boston  Municipal 
Building,  June  1;  A.  Marie  Govone,  Jordan  Hall, 
May  27;  Lilla  Viles  Wyman,  Jordan  Hall,  May 
16, — recommending  that  leave  be  granted,  under 
usual  conditions. 

Report  accepted;  leave  granted  under  usual 
conditions. 

2.  Report  on  order  (referred  today)  that 
President  of  City  Men's  Union,  Local  149,  be 
advised  by  Acting  Mayor  that  Council  believes 
it  an  injustice  to  request  the  laboring  men  in 
employ  of  city  to  donate  one  day's  pay  to  un- 
employment relief  fund  and  that  Council  recom- 
mends the  sum  of  one  dollar  monthly  be  requested 
instead, — recommending  that  same  ought  to  pass. 

Report  accepted;  said  order  passed. 

3.  Report  on  order  (referred  today)  that  Board 
of  Election  Commissioners  be  requested  to  advise 
the  Council  in  detail  with  reference  to  annual 
drawing  up  of  list  of  citizens  for  jury  duty  in 
Suffolk  County,  with  particular  reference  to  the 
investigation,  if  any,  made  of  the  qualifications 
of  said  jurors  and  criminal  records,  if  any, — that 
same  ought  to  pass. 

Report  accepted;  said  order-passed. 

4.  Report  on  order  (referred  today)  that 
chapter  277  of  Acts  of  1931  entitled  "An  Act 
authorizing  the  City  of  Boston  to  pay  an  annuity 
to  the  widow  of  Frank  L.  Lyons,  a  former  captain 
in  the  Fire  Department  of  said  city"  be  accepted, 
— recommending  that  same  ought  to  pass. 

Report  accepted;  said  order  passed. 

5.  Report  on  message  of  Mayor  and  order 
(referred  today)  recommending  that  parts  of 
streets  intersecting  Commonwealth  avenue  be 
placed  under  jurisdiction  of  Park  Commissioners, 
— that  same  ought  to  pass. 

Report  accepted;  said  order  passed. 


REPORT     OF     COMMITTEE     ON     JITNEY 
LICENSES. 

Coun.  MURRAY,  for  the  Committee  on  Jitney 
Licenses,  submitted  the  following: 

1.  Report  on  petition  of  Boston  Elevated 
Railway  Company  for  license  to  operate  motor 
vehicles  between  junction  of  Commonwealth  ave- 
nue and  Chestnut  Hill  avenue  and  the  junction 
of  Chestnut  Hill  avenue  and  Washington  street, 
Brighton;  over  Commonwealth  avenue  and  Chest- 
nut Hill  avenue,  including  a  loop  over  Market, 
Henshaw,  Wirt  and  Washington  streets.  Boston 
Elevated  Railway  Company  for  license  to  operate 
motor    vehicles    between    the    Boston-Cambridge 


line  on  Western  Avenue  Bridge  and  the  junction 
of  Washington  and  Market  streets,  Brighton; 
over  Western  avenue,  Market  street,  Henshaw 
street,  Wirt  street,  Washington  street,  Market 
street,  being  the  Boston  section  of  a  route  between 
Central  square,  Cambridge,  and  the  junction  of 
Washington  and  Market  streets,  Brighton, — 
recommending  that  licenses  be  granted  under 
usual  conditions. 

Report  accepted;  said  licenses  granted. 


REPORT   OF   COMMITTEE   ON 
CONSTABLES. 

Coun.  WILSON,  for  the  Committee  on  Con- 
stables, submitted  report  recommending  granting 
of  licenses  to  the  following: 

Twenty-three  names  contained  in  Document 
No.  49,  viz.: 

William  A.  Amsie,  Joseph  S.  Ashman,  David 
Belson,  George  A.  Borofski,  Edgar  F.  Callahan, 
Matthew  W.  Chait,  George  J.  Coyle,  William  S. 
Danow,  Samuel  Goldkrand,  Samuel  Goldsmith, 
Samuel  Gordon,  Abner  Goulston,  Edmund  C. 
Grady,  Leon  J.  Greene,  Joseph  Herman,  Thomas 
H.  King,  John  J.  Leventhal,  Maurice  Levine, 
William  J.  Mitchell,  Joseph  Simansky,  Frank  J. 
Staula,  William  Tepper,  Karl  H.  West,  Maurice 
Zeeman,  Max  Zimmerman. 

Coun.  WILSON  also  called  up  from  No.  3  on 
the  calender  the  names  of  Samuel  M.  Miller  and 
Allen  Libby,  and  from  No.  5  on  the  calendar  the 
names  of  John  E.  O'Neill  and  Thomas  L.McCabe. 

The  question  came  on  confirmation.  Commit- 
tee, Coun.  Gallagher  and  Donovan.  Yeas  17, 
nays  0,  and  the  appointments  were  confirmed. 


SIDEWALK    ON    GALLIVAN    BOULEVARD. 

Coun.  FISH  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  make  a  sidewalk  along  588  to  604,  inclusive, 
Gallivan  Boulevard,  Ward  16,  in  front  of  the 
estates  bordering  thereon;  said  sidewalk  to  be 
from  3  to  10  inches  above  the  gutter  adjoining, 
to  be  from  5  to  12  feet  in  width,  and  to  be  built 
of  artificial  stone,  with  granite  edgestones,  under 
the  provisions  of  chapter  196  of  the  Special  Acts 
of  1917. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


SIRENS   IN   WARD  15. 

Coun.  KELLY  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Fire  Commissioner  be 
requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to 
provide  for  the  installation  of  a  siren  at  the 
junction  of  Freeport,  East  and  Hancock  streets 
and  Dorchester  avenue,  to  warn  automobilists 
and  pedestrians  of  approaching  fire  apparatus. 

Ordered,  That  the  Fire  Commissioner  be 
requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to 
replace  the  siren  at  the  junction  of  Adams  street 
and  Dorchester  avenue,  Ward  15,  with  a  new  and 
louder  one. 

Severally  passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


AUTOMATIC  TRAFFIC  SIGNALS,  WARD  19. 

Coun.  MURRAY  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Boston  Traffic  Commission 
be  requested,  through  the  Acting  Mayor,  to 
install  an  automatic  traffic  signal  at  the  junction 
of  Centre  street,  Boylston  street.  South  Hunting- 
ton avenue  and  Moraine  street,  Ward  19. 

Ordered,  That  the  Boston  Traffic  Commission 
be  requested,  through  the  Acting  Mayor,  to  install 
an  automatic  traffic  signal  at  the  corner  of  South 
Huntington  avenue  and  Perkins  street,  Ward   19. 

severally  passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


PAYMENT    OF    AID    TO    SOLDIERS     AND 
SAILORS. 

Coun.   NORTON,   for  the  Committee  on  Sol- 
diers'    Relief,    submitted    report    recommending 
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passage  of  order  for  payment  of  aid  to  soldiers 
and  sailors  and  their  families  in  the  City  of  Boston 
for  month  of  May,  1931. 

Report  accepted;  said  order  passed. 


PROPOSED  CANCELLATION  OF  CONTRACT 
WITH   WILLIAM   NICKERSON. 

Coun.  NORTON  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Acting  Mayor  request  the 
Commissioner  of  Public  Works  to  take  steps 
leading  to  the  canceling  of  the  contract  that  the 
city  now  has  with  one  William  Nickerson  for  the 
collection  of  ashes  and  garbage  in  Ward  18. 

Coun.  NORTON— Mr.  President,  Ward  18  has 
been  satisfied  with  the  service  it  has  obtained  dur- 
ing the  past  two  years  from  the  man  who  has  col- 
lected garbage  in  that  ward.  This  year  there  is 
serious  objection.  The  trucks  which  are  used  are 
not  in  good  condition.  Oftentimes  garbage  has 
been  left  out  on  the  streets  as  late  as  11  o'clock  at 
night.  I  understand  that  some  of  the  men  are 
paid  as  low  as  $2.50  to  $3  a  day.  There  have  been 
so  many  complaints  against  the  collection  of  gar- 
bage that  I  move  the  passage  of  this  order. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


NAMING  OF  NEW  PLAYGROUND,  WARD  17. 
Coun.  WILSON  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Park  Commission  be,  and 
said  commission  hereby  is,  respectfully  requested 
by  the  City  Council  to  name  and  dedicate  the 
new  public  playground  in  Ward  17,  Dorchester, 
as  the  Thomas  J.  Roberts  Playground. 

Coun.  WILSON — With  reference  to  that  order  J 
might  state  that  a  similar  order  was  introduced  by 
me  on  the  request  of  the  Thomas  J.  Roberts  Post 
of  Dorchester  on  March  24,  the  request  being  sup- 
ported by  the  Suffolk  County  Council  of  the 
American  Legion.  The  reply  came  back,  quite 
properly,  from  the  Park  Commissioner  that  at  that 
time  the  playground  was  not  actually  in  existence. 
But  having  now  in  mind  the  action  of  the  Mayor, 


the  timely  action  taken  just  before  his  recent 
departure,  assuring  the  actual  beginning  of  work  on 
this  11-acre  playground  within  the  course  of  the 
next  two  weeks,  I  introduce  this  order  again  at  this 
time,  feeling  that  it  is  most  appropriate  that  this 
new  playground  in  the  Central  Dorchester  district 
should  be  named  after  the  first  Dorchester  boy 
actually  to  lose  his  life  in  the  active  service  of  the 
United  States  during  the  World  War. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


IMPROVEMENT   OF   JURY   LIST. 

Coun.  WILSON  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  a  special  committee  of  the  City 
Council  be  appointed  by  the  President  to  consider 
ways  and  means  for  an  improvement  of  jury- 
panels  chosen  or  available  for  service  in  the 
Courts  of  Suffolk  County,  and  to  make  suitable 
recommendations  to  the  Mayors  and  Board  of 
Election  Commissioners. 

Coun.  WILSON — I  present  that  order,  Mr. 
President,  having  in  mind  the  conference  we  had  in 
the  Executive  Committee  session  with  the  able 
chairman  of  the  Board  of  Election  Commissioners, 
from  whom  I  gathered  that  the  Election  Commis- 
sioners of  the  City  of  Boston  would  welcome  any 
possible  suggestions  which  might  improve  the 
jurymen  chosen  for  service  in  Suffolk  County,  in- 
cluding by  this  committee  a  possible  investigation 
of  the  methods  used  by  the  Police  Department  to 
check  up  these  prospective  jurymen,  if  they  really 
do  it;  also  the  system  used  in  the  choice  of  Federal 
jurymen  and  also  the  correctness  of  the  statement 
which  has  been  made  to  me  that  over  20  per  cent 
of  the  jurors  sent  up  from  this  City  Council  to  the 
Suffolk  County  courts  for  service  on  the  criminal 
jury  panels  have  criminal  records  and  are  unfit  to 
serve. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 

The  President  appointed  Councilors  Wilson, 
Lynch  and  Ruby  to  serve  on  the  committee. 


Adjourned,  on  motion  of  Coun.  NORTON,  at 
4.45  p.  in.,  to  meet  on  Monday,  May  25,  at  2  p.  m 
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Proceedings  of  City  Council. 


Monday,  May  25,  1931. 
Regular  meeting  of  City  Council  in  the  City 
Council  Chamber,  City  Hall,  called  to  order  at 
2  p.  m.  A  quorum  not  being  present,  the  Council 
stood  adjourned  to  meet  on  Tuesday,  May  26,  at 
2  p.  m. 


Tuesday,  May  26,  1931. 
Adjourned  regular  meeting  of  the  City  Council 
in  the  Council  Chamber,  City  Hall,  at  2  p.  m., 
President    McGRATH    in    the    chair.     Absent, 
Coun.  Cox  and  Fish. 


CALL  FOR   MEETING. 
The  clerk  read  the  call  for  the  meeting,  as  follows: 
City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  May  20,  1931. 
To  the  Members  of  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — The  airship  display  and  maneuvers 
on  May  25,  1931,  under  the  auspices  of  the  War 
Department  of  the  United  States,  is  to  be,  accord- 
ing to  the  program  submitted  to  me,  one  of  the 
most  magnificent  spectacles  ever  produced  in  the 
City  of  Boston.  A  majority  of  the  members  of  the 
City  Council  have  indicated  to  me  their  desire  to 
witness  this  airship  review,  and  as  the  time  conflicts 
with  Council  meeting  scheduled  for  May  25  it'has 
been  suggested  that,  in  the  absence  of  a  quorum, 
the  meeting  be  adjourned  to  the  next  day,  Tuesday, 
May  26,  at  two  o'clock.  In  compliance  with  this 
suggestion  I  will  arrange  to  have  that  action  taken. 
This  notice  is  also  intended  as  a  notice  of  a  special 
meeting  on  Tuesday,  May  26,  1931,  at  two  o'clock 
p.  m.,  to  act  on  all  business  that  may  come  before 
the  meeting. 

Respectfully, 

Joseph  McGrath, 
President  of  the  City  Council. 
Placed  on  file. 


REPORTS  FROM   OVERSEERS   OF  PUBLIC 
WELFARE. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  May  25,  1931. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  herewith  transmit  to  you  reports 
from  Simon  E.  Hecht,  chairman  of  the  Board  of 
Overseers  of  Public  Welfare,  regarding  the  pur- 
chase of  coal,  the  employment  of  certified  public 
accountants,  the  courteous  treatment  of  applicants 
seeking  aid,  and  your  request  to  give  orders  to 
independent  local  stores  instead  of  chain  stores. 
These  reports  are  in  reply  to  your  orders  adopted 
May  4,  1931. 

Respectfully, 

Joseph  McGrath, 

Acting  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Overseers  of  the  Public  Welfare, 
May  18,  1931. 
Hon.  James  M.  Curley, 

Mayor  of  Boston. 
Dear  Sir, — Replying  to  the  order  of  the  City 
Council  advising  that  coal  be  purchased  in  bulk, 
bagged  by  those  on  the  relief  rolls  and  delivered  in 
trucks,  the  Board  advises  that  the  plan  suggested 
would  not  appear  to  be  feasible  or  practicable. 

The  Board  further  advises  that  all  coal  deliveries 
ended  in  April  and  the  question  of  coal  purchase 
and  delivery  will  receive  the  consideration  of  the 
Board  at  a  later  date. 

Respectfully  yours, 

Simon  E.  Hecht,  Chairman. 

Hon.  James  M.  Curley, 

Mayor  of  Boston. 
Dear  Sir, — Replying  to  the  order  of  the  City 
Council  concerning  the  employment   of   certified 


public  accountants  and  auditors  to  conduct  a  rigid 
and  thorough  examination  into  the  Department 
of  Public  Welfare,  the  Board  desires  to  advise 
that  the  Boston  Finance  Commission  has  had  a 
staff  of  investigators,  including  a  certified  public 
accountant,  in  the  department  for  the  past  two 
months  or  more,  and,  further,  that  the  customary 
annual  audit  of  the  department  will  be  conducted 
through  the  assignment  of  auditors  by  the  City 
Auditor  within  a  short  time. 

Respectfully, 
Simon  E.  Hecht,  Chairman. 

Hon.  James  M.  Curley, 

Mayor  of  Boston. 
Dear  Sir, — Replying  to  the  order  of  the  City 
Council  relative  to  instructions  to  the  visitors  of 
the  department,  the  Board  desires  to  state  that 
not  only  the  visitors  but  every  employee  in  the 
department  is  required  to  be  courteous  to  all  per- 
sons dealing  directly  or  indirectly  with  the  office, 
and  the  Board  will  be  glad  to  consider  any  specific 
complaint  of  discourtesy  on  the  part  of  any 
employee. 

Respectfully  yours, 

Simon  E.  Hecht,  Chairman. 


Hon.  James  M.  Curley, 

Mayor  of  Boston. 

Dear  Sir, — Replying  to  the  order  of  the  City 
Council  concerning  distribution  of  grocery  orders 
to  independent  local  grocery  dealers  instead  of  the 
chain  stores,  the  Board  considered  this  question 
again  at  its  meeting  on  May  4,  1931,  and  voted, 
that  grocery  orders  be  given  only  in  such  cases  as 
are  specifically  recommended  by  the  visitor  and  in 
cases  which  require  special  precaution. 

This  action  by  the  Board  enables  those  receiving 
aid  to  purchase  groceries  and  other  commodities 
in  their  local  stores. 

Respectfully  yours, 

Simon  E.  Hecht,  Chairman. 

Placed  on  file. 


ELECTRIC  LIGHTS   IN   BATH  HOUSE. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  May  25,  1931. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  herewith  transmit  to  you  report 
from  William  P.  Long,  chairman  of  the  Park 
Commission,  regarding  your  request  to  install 
electric  lights  in  the  bath  house  at  World  War 
Memorial  Park.  This  is  in  reply  to  your  order 
of  May  4,  1931. 

Respectfully, 

Joseph  McGrath, 
Acting  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Park  Department,  May  9,  1931. 
Hon.  James  M.  Curley, 

Mayor  of  Boston. 
Dear  Sir, — I  am  in  receipt  of  an  order  from  the 
City  Council  that  the  Park  Commission  be  re- 
quested to  have  the  lights  in  the  bath  house  at 
World  War  Memorial  Park  connected  for  use,  and 
also  to  have  lights  installed  on  the  bathing  beach 
in  order  that  bathers  may  be  privileged  to  enjoy 
the  facilities  of  the  beach  on  evenings  during  the 
summer  season. 

I  regret  exceedingly  to  inform  you  I  have  not 
the  funds  available  to  do  all  that  is  desired,  but  I 
will  try  and  install  the  conduits  with  my  own 
forces  as  far  as  the  building. 

Very  respectfully  yours, 

William  P.  Long,  Chairman. 
Placed  on  file. 


TRAFFIC  LIGHTS,  OLD  COLONY 
BOULEVARD. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  May  25,  1931. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  herewith  transmit  to  you  report 
from  Hon.  Joseph  A.  Conry,  Traffic  Commissioner, 
regarding  your  request  to  confer  with  the  chairman 
of  the  Metropolitan  District  Commission  relative 
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to    the    installation    of    traffic    lights    at    various 
intersections  on  Old  Colony  Boulevard.     This  is  in 
reply  to  your  order  of  May  4,  1931. 
Respectfully, 

Joseph  McGrath, 

Acting  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Traffic  Commission,  May  16,  1931. 
Hon.  Joseph  McGrath, 

Acting  Mayor  of  Boston. 

Dear  Sir, —  I  beg  to  acknowledge  receipt  of  the 
order  passed  by  the  City  Council  on  May  4,  as 
follows: 

"Ordered,  That  the  Boston  Traffic  Commission, 
through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  confer  with  the 
chairman  of  the  Metropolitan  District  Com- 
mission relative  to  the  installation  of  traffic  lights 
at  the  various  intersections  on  Old  Colony  Park- 
way, Ward  16." 

The  matter  of  installing  traffic  lights  on  Old 
Colony  Parkway  has  been  before  this  commission 
for  more  than  one  year. 

On  the  12th  of  August,  1930,  the  councilor  who 
introduced  this  order  addressed  himself  to  the 
chairman  of  the  Metropolitan  District  Commission 
with  a  request  that  said  commisssion  install  auto- 
matic traffic  signals  on  the  Old  Colony  Boulevard. 

Under  date  of  August  15  said  commission 
declined  to  take  such  action. 

Councilor  Fish  then  addressed  himself  to  this 
commission  to  have  traffic  signals  installed. 

Because  of  the  diversified  ownership  and  control 
at  the  various  intersections  the  question  was 
presented  to  the  Corporation  Counsel  of  Boston, 
asking:  "Has  this  commission  the  right,  if  it  should 
so  determine,  to  place  signal  lights  at  various 
intersections  along  the  Old  Colony  Boulevard, 
which  would  regulate  the  flow  of  traffic  on  that 
boulevard?" 

In  answer  to  this  inquiry,  on  the  15th  of  Sep- 
tember the  Corporation  Counsel  made  a  ruling,  in 
which  he  said: 

"Since  Old  Colony  Boulevard  is  under  the 
control  of  the  Metropolitan  District  Commission 
the  placing  of  any  signs  or  signal  device  which 
would  control  or  regulate  the  flow  of  traffic  on  Old 
Colony  Boulevard  would  be  an  interference  with 
the  powers  and  authority  of  the  Metropolitan 
District  Commission. 

"The  Boston  Traffic  Commission  has  no  auth- 
ority to  regulate  or  control  in  any  way  the  flow  of 
traffic  north  and  south  on  Old  Colony  Boulevard." 

From  this  it  will  be  seen  that  the  Traffic  Com- 
mission of  Boston  has  no  authority  to  regulate  or 
control  in  any  way  the  flow  of  traffic  on  Old  Colony 
Boulevard. 

I  have  endeavored  to  explain  the  legal  side  of 
this  question  to  Councilor  Fish,  both  orally  and  in 
writing. 

On  the  22d  of  April  this  commission  received 
from  the  Metropolitan  District  Commission  a 
letter  suggesting  that  signs  be  placed  at  various 
streets  before  entering  or  crossing  the  boulevard. 

On  April  22d,  the  day  of  the  receipt  of  the  letter 
from  the  Metropolitan  District  Commission,  the 
Traffic  Commission  replied  to  that  letter  saying: 

"The  Traffic  Commission  is  deeply  interested 
in  solving  this  situation  and  would,  some  time  ago, 
have  recommended  locating  traffic  signals,  but  the 
advice  of  the  Corporation  Counsel  was  to  the 
effect  that  this  commission  had  no  power  to  incur 
expense  on  this  boulevard." 

To  this  letter  no  reply  has  been  received. 

Immediately  on  receipt  of  the  order  from  the 
City  Council,  quoted  above,  on  the  7th  of  May, 
this  commission  wrote  the  Metropolitan  District 
Commission  saying: 

"If  the  Boston  Traffic  Commission  can  be  of  any 
assistance  to  the  Metropolitan  District  Commission 
you  may  be  quite  sure  that  the  advice  and  experi- 
ence of   this   commission  will   be  placed  at  your 


No  answer  has  been  received  to  this  letter. 

Everyone  familiar  with  the  movement  of  traffic 
on  that  street  agrees  that  it  would  be  desirable  to 
install  signal  lights. 

The  Corporation  Counsel  has  told  this  com- 
mission that  it  has  no  legal  authority  to  install 
such  lights. 

If  the  Metropolitan  District  Commission  does 
not  voluntarily  establish  traffic  lights  on  this 
boulevard,  it  becomes  a  fit  subject  for  the  members 
of  the  Legislature  through  whose  district  this 
boulevard  runs  to  secure  proper  legislative  action 


requiring  or  compelling  the  Metropolitan  District 
Commission,  in  the  interest  of  safety,  to  properly 
light  the  boulevard. 

Respectfully  submitted, 
Joseph  A.  Conry,  Commissioner. 
Placed  on  file. 


CANCELLATION   OF   CERTAIN 
CONTRACTS. 
The  following  was  received: 

Citv  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  May  14,  1931. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  am  in  receipt  of  two  orders  of  the 
City  Council  requesting  me  to  consider  the  re- 
scission and  cancellation  of  certain  contracts. 
The  action  requested  is  not  within  the  power  of 
the  Acting  Mayor. 

Respectfully, 

Joseph  McGrath, 
■Acting  Mayor. 
Placed  on  file. 


DONATIONS   BY   LABORING    MEN. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  May  15,  1931. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — In  answer  to  the  resolution  adopted 
by  your  honorable  body  under  date  of  May  11, 
193i,  and  which  reads  as  follows: 

"Resolved,  That  it  is  the  sense  of  the  Boston 
City  Council  that  the  President  of  the  City  Men's 
Union,  Local  149,  be  advised  by  the  Acting  Mayor, 
that  the  Boston  City  Council  believes  that  it  is 
an  .injustice  to  request  the  laboring  men  in  the 
employ  of  the  City  of  Boston  to  donate  one  day's 
pay  to  the  unemployment  relief  fund,  and  that  the 
Boston  City  Council  further  recommends  that  the 
sum  of  one  dollar  monthly  be  requested  instead" — 
beg  to  state  that  so  much  of  the  resolution  as 
expresses  the  opinion  of  the  City  Council  will  be 
transmitted  to  the  President  of  Local  149. 
Respectfully, 

Joseph  McGrath, 

Acting  Mayor. 
Placed  on  file. 


EMPLOYMENT  OF  MEN  IN  CHARLESTOWN 
DISTRICT. 
The  following  was  received: 

Citv  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  May  25,  1931. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  herewith  transmit  to  you  report 
from  Joseph  A.  Rourke,  Commissioner  of  the 
Public  Works  Department,  relative  to  your  request 
to  continue  the  employment  of  men  assigned  to 
the  Charlestown  district  in  the  Street  Cleaning 
Division.  This  is  in  replv  to  vour  order  of  May  11, 
1931. 

Respectfully, 

Joseph  McGrath, 

Acting  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston. 
Public  Works  Department,  May  22,  1931. 
To  His  Honor  the  Mayor. 

In  reply  to  attached  order  in  Council,  by  Coun- 
cilor Green,  "That  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor, 
to  continue  at  work  in  the  Charlestown  district  the 
men  who  were  assigned  there  from  the  Public  Wel- 
fare Department  to  clean  streets,  etc.  These  men 
have  been  transferred  to  otb»r  districts.  They  are 
all  Charlestown  men."  We  have  no  men  working 
at  present  from  the  Welfare  Department  in  the 
Sanitary  Service,  either  for.  cleaning  streets  or  col- 
lecting material.  There  are  now  fifteen  men  of 
this  class  working  in  the  Charlestown  paving  yard, 
where  they  will  continue. 

We  have  no  knowledge  of  any  men  being  sent 
out  of  the  district  by  the  Public  Welfare  Depart- 
ment. 

Yours  respectfully, 

Joseph  A.  Rourke, 
Commissioner  of  Public  Works. 
Placed  on  file. 
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DISCHARGE   OF  LABORERS,   HYDE   PARK 
GOLF   COURSE. 
The  following  waa  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  May  25,  1931. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  herewith  transmit  to  you  report 
from  William  P.  Long,  chairman  of  the  Park  Com- 
mission, regarding  the  discharge  of  laborers  as- 
signed to  the  new  golf  course  at  Hyde  Park.  This 
is  in  reply  to  your  order  of  May  4,  1931. 
Respectfully, 

Joseph  McGbath, 

Acting  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Park  Department,  May  9,  1931. 
Hon.  James  M.  Curley, 

Mayor  of  Boston. 
Dear  Sir, — I  am  in  receipt  of  an  order  from  the 
City  Council  requesting  the  reason  for  the  dis- 
charge of  the  day  laborers  who  were  hired  on  the 
construction  of  the  new  golf  course,  and  the 
awarding  of  the  work  to  a  contractor. 

I  regret  exceedingly  to  inform  you  that  the  first 
appropriation  was  exhausted.  The  building  of  the 
golf  course  could  not  be  done  by  day  labor  within 
the  new  appropriation. 

Very  respectfully  yours, 

William  P.  Long,  Chairman. 
Placed  on  file. 


FIRE   HAZARD,   CHARLESTOWN. 
The  following  was  received: 

Citv  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  May  25,  1931. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  herewith  transmit  to  you  report 
from  Hon.  Edward  F.  McLaughlin,  Fire  Com- 
missioner, regarding  your  request  to  investigate 
the  premises  opposite  the  Charlestown  State 
Prison,  which  presents  a  serious  fire  hazard.  This 
is  in  reply  to  your  order  of  May  4,  1931. 
Respectfully, 

Joseph  McGrath, 

Acting  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Fire  Department,  May  14,  1931. 
Hon.  James  M.  Curley, 

Mayor  of  Boston. 

Dear  Sir, — I  return  herewith  the  following  order 
passed  by  the  City  Council  on  May  4,  1931: 

"Ordered,  That  the  Fire  Commissioner  be  re- 
quested, through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  have 
his  Fire  Prevention  Department  investigate  the 
storage  of  oil-soaked  barrels  opposite  the  State 
Prison  and  backing  on  the  barns  of  a  Charlestown 
city  yard,  which  presents  a  serious  fire  hazard 
in  a  thickly  congested  district." 

Investigation  was  made  concerning  the  condi- 
tions referred  to  in  this  order  at  47,  49,  51  Chapman 
street.  There  are  two  2-story  wooden  buildings 
and  two  1-story  wooden  buildings  with  a  moderate 
yard  area  on  the  street  front,  enclosed  by  an  8-foot 
wooden  fence.  The  property  was  originally 
occupied  as  a  stable,  which  has  been  discontinued, 
and  it  is  now  owned  and  occupied  by  M.  F.  Durant 
Barrel  Company,  and  used  for  the  storage  of  oil 
barrels  and  steel  drums. 

The  first  one  of  the  2-story  buildings  is  used  for 
cooperage  purposes.  One  man  is  employed  therein. 
The  buildings  mentioned  all  contain  barrels  and 
drums,  some  of  wood  and  some  of  steel.  About 
250  barrels  are  piled  up  in  the  open  yard  area, 
about  80  per  cent  of  which  are  steel  drums. 

While  the  storage  of  these  drums  is  unsightly 
there   is   no    condition    existing   over    which    this 
department  has  any  jurisdiction. 
Yours  very  truly, 

Edward  F.  McLaughlin, 

Fire  Commissioner. 

Placed  on  file. 


FENCE  AROUND  FRANKLIN  FIELD 
TENNIS   COURTS. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  May  25,  1931. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  herewith  transmit  to  you  report 
from   William   P.    Long,    chairman   of   the   Park 


Commission,   regarding   your   request   to   erect   a 
fence  around  the  tennis  courts  at  Franklin  Field. 
This  is  in  reply  to  your  order  of  May  11,  1931. 
Respectfully, 

Joseph  McGrath, 

Acting  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Park  Department,  May  20,  1931. 
Hon.  Joseph  McGrath, 

Acting  Mayor  of  Boston. 
Dear  Sir, — I  am  in  receipt  of  an  order  from  the 
City   Council   that   the  Park   Commission  be  re- 
quested to  erect  a  fence  around  the  tennis  courts 
on  Franklin  Field. 

I  regret  exceedingly  to  inform  you  we  have  no 
funds  available  for  this  purpose.     At  the  present 
time  the  funds  I  have  I  intend  to  expend  in  the 
construction  of  additional  tennis  courts. 
Very  truly  yours, 

William  P.  Long,  Chairman. 
Placed  on  file. 


QUARTERS  FOR  MOSQUITO  YACHT  CLUB. 
The  following  was  received: 

City   of   Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  May  25,  1931. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  herewith  transmit  to  you  report 
from  William  P.  Long,  chairman  of  the  Park  Com- 
mission, regarding  your  request  to  provide  quarters 
for  the  Mosquito  Yacht  Club.  This  is  in  reply  to 
your  order  of  May  4,  1931. 

Respectfully, 

Joseph  McGrath, 

Acting  Mayor, 

City  of  Boston, 
Park  Department,  May  9,  1931. 
Hon.  James  M.  Curley, 

Mayor  of  Boston. 
Dear  Sir, — I  ani  in  receipt  of  an  order  from  the 
City  Council  as  to.  whether  or  not  it  is  possible 
and  feasible  to  provide  substitute  quarters  for  the 
Mosquito  Fleet  Yacht  Club,  in  place  of  the  present 
building  which  is  now  located  too  near  the  L  Street 
Bath  House. 

The  Board  of  Park  Commissioners  will  endeavor 
to  find  a  new  site  for  the  Mosquito  Fleet  Yacht 
Club,  which  haB  been  in  existence  forty-two  years 
Very  respectfully  yours, 

William  P.  Long,  Chairman. 
Placed  on  file. 


AUTOMATIC   TRAFFIC   SIGNALS. 

The  following  were  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  May  25,  1931. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  herewith  transmit  to  you  report 
from  Hon.  Joseph  A.  Conry,  Traffic.  Commissioner, 
relative  to  your  request  for  the  installation  of  an 
automatic  traffic  signal  at  the  junction  of  Centre 
street,  Boylston  Street,  South  Huntington  avenue 
and  Moraine  street.  This  is  in  reply  to  your  order 
of  May  11,  1931. 

Respectfully, 

Joseph  McGrath, 

Acting  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Traffic  Commission,  May  25,  1931. 
Hon.  Joseph  McGrath, 

Acting  Mayor  of  BoBton. 

Dear  Sir,-  I  beg  to  acknowledge  receipt  of 
Council  order  dated  May  1 1,  which  reads  as  follows  : 

"Ordered,  That  the  Boston  Traffic  Commission 
be  requested,  through  the  Acting  Mayor,  to  install 
an  automatic  traffic  signal  at  the  junction  of 
Centre  street,  Boylston  street,  South  Huntington 
avenue  and  Moraine  street,  Ward  19." 

The  matter  has  been  referred  to  the  Engineering 
Department  and  the  following  report  has  been 
submitted: 

"I  respectfully  submit  my  previous  memo  ol 
January  2.  1931.  In  my  opinion,  there  is  not  a 
sufficient  volume  of  traffic,  neither  lire  there  an 
unusual  number  of  accidents  as  would  warrant  the 
installation  of  signals  at  this  intersection  at  the 
present     tunc    with    the    small    amount    of    funds 

available." 

Very  truly  yours, 
Joseph  A.  Conry,  Commissioner. 
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CITY    COUNCIL. 


City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  May  25,  1931. 
To  the  City  Countil. 

Gentlemen, — I  herewith  transmit  to  you  report 
from  Hon.  Joseph  A.  Conry,  Traffic  Commissioner, 
relative  to  your  request  to  install  a  traffic  signal  at 
the  corner  of  South  Huntington  avenue  and 
Perkins  street.  This  is  in  reply  to  your  order  of 
May  11,  1931. 

Respectfully, 

Joseph  McGrath, 

Acting  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Traffic  Commission,  May  26,  1931. 
Hon.  Joseph  McGrath, 

Acting  Mayor  of  Boston. 
Dear   Sir, — I    beg    to   acknowledge   receipt   of 
Council      order  dated  May  11,   which  reads  as 
follows: 

"Ordered,  That  the  Boston  Traffic  Commission 
be  requested,  through  the  Acting  Mayor,  to 
install  an  automatic  traffic  signal  at  the  corner  of 
South  Huntington  avenue  and  Perkins  street, 
Ward  19." 

While  it  is  quite  desirable  to  install  traffic 
signals  at  this  intersection,  nevertheless  the 
financial  condition  of  the  city  at  this  time  will  not 
warrant  an  immediate  start  on  this  work. 

It  is  on  our  list  as  a  desirable  location  and  if  the 
financial   condition   of   the   city   improves   efforts 
will  be  made  to  place  signals  at  this  point. 
Yours  very  truly, 

Joseph  A.  Conry, 

Commissioner. 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  May  25,  1931. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  herewith  transmit  to  you  report 
from  Hon.  Joseph  A.  Conry,  Traffic  Commissioner, 
regarding  your  request  for  the  installation  of  an 
automatic  traffic  signal  light  in  city  square,  and 
at  the  junction  of  Henley,  .  Warren,  Call  and 
Park  streets.  This  is  in  reply  to  your  order  of 
May  11, 1931. 

Respectfully, 

Joseph  McGrath, 

Acting  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Traffic  Commission,  May  25,  1931. 
Hon.  Joseph  McGrath, 

Acting  Mayor  of  Boston. 
Dear   Sir, — I   beg    to    acknowledge   receipt   of 
Council  order  dated  May  11,  1931,  which  reads  as 
follows: 

"Ordered,  That  the  Traffic  Commission  be 
requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to 
install  an  automatic  traffic  signal  light  in  City 
square,  Charlestown,  at  the  junction  of  Henley 
Warren,  Call  and  Park  streets." 

With  respect  to  this  order  the  reply  in  general  is 
the  same  as  other  orders  of  the  City  Council  with 
requests  to  install  traffic  signals  at  certain  corners. 
More  than  three  hundred  applications  have  been 
received  for  these  signals  at  an  estimated  cost  of 
over  $800,000. 

Owing  to  the  financial  condition  of  the  city  at 
the  present  time  it  is  a  matter  of  great  doubt 
whether  many  more  signals  may  be  installed  this 
year  than  are  already  on  the  list  approved  by 
his  Honor  the  Mayor. 

Yours  very  truly, 

Joseph  A.  Conry, 

Commissioner. 
Severally  placed  on  file. 


PETITIONS  REFERRED. 

The  following  petitions  were  received  and 
severally  referred  to  the  committees  named,  viz.: 

Claims. 

Nicodemo  Agostino,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  property  at  2  Savin  street,  Roxbury,  caused  by 
water  from  street. 

Ella  C.  Allan,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
received  on  Cummins  Highway. 

Millie  Aronson,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  an  alleged  defect  in  Commonwealth 
avenue. 

Eileen  Barrett,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  an  alleged  defect  in  Hyde  Park  avenue. 


W.  N.  Batstone,  for  compensation  for  damage  to 
car  caused  by  an  alleged  defect  in  Old  Colony 
avenue. 

H.  Irving  Berlin,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  car  caused  by  an  alleged  defect  in  Lincoln  street. 

Irving  Berman,  for  refund  on  second-hand  license 
at  296  Columbus  avenue. 

John  Carco,  for  compensation  for  damage  to 
car  by  city  employees. 

Mrs.  Mary  Clarke,  for  compensation  for  inju- 
ries caused  by  an  alleged  defect  in  Northampton 
street. 

Anna  C.  Coleman,  for  compensation  for  inju- 
ries caused  by  an  alleged  defect  in  Stuart  street. 

Mary  A.  Corrigan,  for  compensation  for  broken 
glasses  at  City  Hospital. 

Davis  Hardware  Stores,  for  compensation  for 
damage  to  property  at  124  Summer  street,  caused 
by  defect  in  sewer. 

L.  M.  Dogostin,  for  compensation  for  damage  to 
car  caused  lay  an  alleged  defect  in  Washington 
street. 

Gertrude  M.  Farley,  for  compensation  for  inju- 
ries caused  by  an  alleged  defect  in  Columbia  road. 

Ida  F.  J.  Farnum,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  an  alleged  defect  at  827  Boylston  street. 

Mary  G.  Fleming,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  an  alleged  defect  in  Neponset  avenue. 

Mae  Glovinsky,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  an  alleged  defect  in  Ruthven  street, 
Roxbury. 

Lilla  B.  Green,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  an  alleged  defect  at  28  Cross  street. 

John  G.  Gustafson,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  car  caused  by  an  alleged  defect  at  30  Fairview 
avenue,  Dorchester. 

Ella  Hamilton,  for  refund  on  victualler's  license. 

John  F.  Haverty,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  car  caused  by  an  alleged  defect  in  Hancock 
street,  Dorchester. 

Thomas  J.  Holmes,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  property  at  8  St.  Germain  street,  caused  by 
city  truck. 

W.  I.  Johnson,  Jr.,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  an  alleged  defect  in  Park  square. 

Albert  E.  Koss,  for  compensation  for  damage  to 
car  caused  by  an  alleged  defect  in  North  Harvard 
street. 

Anna  G.  Lane,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  an  alleged  defect  in  Centre  avenue, 
Dorchester. 

Edna  McCarthy,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  an  alleged  defect  in  Marshall  Playground. 

James  P.  McNamara,  for  compensation  for  inju- 
ries caused  by  an  alleged  defect  in  Priscilla  road. 

Airs.  James  P.  Moore,  for  compensation  for 
injuries  caused  by  an  alleged  defect  at  Dorchester 
avenue  and  Dracut  street. 

Thomas  J.  Morrissey,  for  compensation  for 
damage  to  car  caused  by  an  alleged  defect  in  Hyde 
Park  avenue. 

Eleanor  A.  Plumer,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  an  alleged  defect  at  524  Commonwealth 
avenue. 

Anthony  Scopa,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  city  cart. 

South  Boston  Furniture  Company,  for  compen- 
sation for  damage  to  truck  by  city  truck. 

Oscar  W.  Swangren,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  property  at  546  Weld  street,  West  Roxbury, 
caused  by  widening  of  Weld  street 

Jennie  Sylvester,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  car  by  city  truck. 

Mary  Grace,  for  compensation  for  injuries  caused 
by  an  alleged  defect  at  36S  Hanover  street. 

Executive. 

Petitions  for  children  under  fifteen  years  of  age 
to  appear  at  places  of  public  amusement,  viz. : 

May  G.  Donovan,  Practical  Arts  High  School, 
May  IS. 

Rev.  James  E.  Fahey,  Boston  College  High 
School  Hall,  June  1. 

Harold  B.  Simpson,  Jordan  Hall,  June  9. 

Lester  P.  Gould,  Greenwood  Hall,  June  9. 

Rosa  Frutman,  294  Huntington  avenue.  May  24. 

Gertrude  MacDonnell,  Robert  G.  Shaw  School, 
May  22. 


ORGANIZATION  OF  LIBRARY  TRUSTEES. 

Notice  was  received  of  the  organization  of  the 
trustees  of  the  Public  Library  of  the  City  of  Boston 
on  May  15  by  the  election  of  Louis  E.  Kirstein  as 
president,  Eliery  Sedgwick  as  vice  president,  and 
Delia  Jean  Deery  as  clerk. 

Placed  on  file. 


MAY    26,    1931. 
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ORGANIZATION  OF  CITY  HOSPITAL 
TRUSTEES. 

Notice  was  received  of  the  organization  of  the 
trustees  of  Boston  City  Hospital  on  May  8,  1931, 
by  the  re-election  of  Mr.  Joseph  P.  Manning  as 
president,  and  Henry  S.  Rowen  as  secretary,  for 
the  ensuing  year. 

Placed  on  file. 


PILE  LICENSE,  WARREN  BRIDGE. 

Notice  was  received  from  the  State  Department 
of  Public  Works,  under  date  of  May  18,  1931,  of 
application  to  the  Department  of  Public  Works 
of  the  City  of  Boston,  by  its  Commissioner  of 
Public  Works,  for  license  to  maintain  piles,  as 
now  driven,  in  extension  of  the  easterly  end  of  the 
southeast  fender  pier  of  Warren  Bridge  over 
Charles  river  in  the  City  of  Boston;  and  the 
office  of  the  State  Department  of  Public  Works, 
on  the  27th  day  of  May,  1931,  at  2  p.  m.,  are  the 
place  and  time  fixed  for  hearing  said  town  and  all 
parties  interested  in  said  application. 

Placed  on  file.. 


RESOLUTIONS  OF  MASSACHUSETTS  REAL 
ESTATE   EXCHANGE. 

Copies  of  the  following  resolutions,  passed  at  the 
Directors'  meeting  of  the  Massachusetts  Real 
Estate  Exchange  on  May  12  were  received: 

That  so  far  as  possible  a  sufficient  charge  should 
be  made  for  the  use  of  municipal  recreation  facili- 
ties, such  as  golf  courses,  public  baths,  gymnasia, 
tennis  courts,  and  the  like,  to  the  adult  users 
thereof,  to  defray  the  current  expenditures  and  the 
interest  on  the  investment. 

That  the  proper  method  to  cope  with  the  con- 
stant tendency  of  public  bodies  to  increase  public 
expenditures  and  the  burden  of  taxation  in  state, 
city  and  town  is  by  the  organization  of  a  com- 
mittee of  representative  citizens  whose  duty  it 
shall  be,  so  far  as  possible,  to  scrutinize,  investigate 
and  oppose,  if  deemed  wise,  the  proposals  for  the 
appropriations  of  public  funds  either  to  be  in- 
cluded in  the  tax  levy  or  by  the  issue  of  .funded 
obligations. 

Placed  on  file. 


SANITARY  INSPECTOR,  HEALTH 
DEPARTMENT. 

Notice  was  received  from  Dr.  Francis  X. 
Mahoney,  Health  Commissioner,  of  the  appoint- 
ment of  Frank  McGowan,  88  Russett  street,  West 
Roxbury,  as  sanitary  inspector  for  a  period  of 
three  months. 

Placed  on  file. 


REGISTRY     OF     DEEDS     PAY     ROLL. 

The  pay  roll  of  the  Suffolk  Registry  of  Deeds, 
amounting  to  $8,455.31,  for  work  from  April  21 
to  May  16,  for  piece  work,  and  from  May  16  to  May 
31,  1931,  for  regular  employees  was  received  and 
approved. 


CONSTABLES'   BONDS. 

The  bonds  of  the  following-named  constables 
having  been  duly  approved  by  the  City  Treasurer, 
were  received  and  approved,  viz.: 

William  A.  Amsie,  David  Belson,  Aleck  Berg, 
George  A.  Borofski,  John  J.  Boyle,  Jr.,  Thomas 
F.  Brett,  Charles  B.  Broad,  Warren  A.  Brown, 
James  A.  Canton,  Edgar  F.  Callahan,  Daniel  B. 
Carmody,  Matthew  W.  Chait,  William  S.  Danovv, 
William  Davis,  Maurice  J.  Click,  Samuel  Gold- 
krand,  Samuel  Goldsmith,  Samuel  Gordon,  Abner 
Goulston,  Edmund  C.  Grady,  Salvatore  Grassa, 
Leon  J.  Greene,  William  C.  Gregory,  Charles  F. 
Hale,  Joseph  Hana,  Joseph  Herman,  Charles  H, 
Jackson,  Spiron  Kaliris,  William  H.  Kenney, 
Thomas  H.  King,  Bronis  Kontrim,  John  J.  Leven- 
thal,  Maurice  Levine,  Allen  Libby,  Salvatore 
Maffei,  Bernard  H.  McGee,  William  P.  Maginnis, 
John  A.  May,  Thomas  J.  McCabe,  Anthony  D. 
McMann,  William  P.  Miles,  William  J.  Mitchell, 
Cornelius  J.  Monahan,  Kenneth  Moore,  Michael 
W.  Ober,  John  E.  O'Neill,  Robert  Reid,  Harry 
Reinherz,  Bartholomew  F.  Roach,  Nathan  E. 
Rosenberg,  Samuel  Semiansky,  Joseph  Simansky, 


Leon  Small,  Henry  J.  D.  Small,  Israel  Spector, 
Frank  J.  Staula,  Henry  D.  Stetson,  Jerome  Su- 
valle,  Benjamin  J.  Tackeff,  William  Pepper,  Joseph 
Podisco,  Arber  Uckerman,  John  J.  Walsh,  Maurice 
Zeeman,  Max  Zimmerman. 


IMPROVEMENTS,   WARD   3     WARDROOM. 

Coun.  FITZGERALD  offered  the  foUowing: 
Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Public 
Buildings  be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the 
Mayor,  to  furnish  the  City  Council  with  an  estimate 
of  the  cost  of  putting  an  additional  story  on  the 
building  known  as  the  Ward  3  Wardroom,  Blossom 
street,  with  gymnasium  and  shower  baths,  to 
conform  with  the  original  plans  for  the  construction 
of  this  building,  which  are  on  file  in  the  Public 
Buildings  Department. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


REPAVING  OF  TYLER  STREET. 

Coun.  FITZGERALD  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,    That    the    Commissioner    of    Public 
Works  be  requested,  through  the  Acting  Mayor, 
to  repave  Tyler  street,  Ward  3,  with  smooth  paving. 
Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


CATCH-BASIN,  GREENWICH  PARK. 

Coun.  ARNOLD  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the 
Mayor,  to  provide  for  the  construction  of  a  catch- 
basin  on  the  west  side  of  Greenwich  park,  Ward  4, 
at  or  near  No.  29  on  said  street. 
Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


CONTRACTS    WITH    THOSE    CONVICTED 

OF  VIOLATION   OF   LAW. 
Coun.  DO  WD  offered  the  following: 

City  of  Boston. 

In  the  Year  Nineteen  Hundred  and  Thirty-one. 

An  Ordinance  Concerning  Contracts  with  the  City. 

Be  it    ordained  by  the  City  Council  of  Boston,  as 

follows: 

Chapter  forty  of  the  Revised  Ordinances  of  1925 
is  hereby  amended  by  inserting  after  section  thir- 
teen the  following: 

Section  13-A.  No  contract  shall  be  made  by 
the  city  with  any  individual,  corporation,  or  other 
legal  association  within  five  years  from  the  date  of 
the  conviction  of  such  individual,  corporation  or 
association  of  any  violation  of  the  law  other  than  a 
misdemeanor. 

Coun.  DOWD — Mr.  President,  I  am  introducing 
this  ordinance,  which  I  desire  to  have  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Ordinances,  for  the  simple  reason 
that  it  has  been  consistently  proven  to  the  mem- 
bers of  this  Council,  to  the  Mayor  of  Boston  and 
to  the  Board  of  Overseers  that  they  have  continued 
to  buy  coal  from  an  individual  who  was  convicted 
last  January  and  later  in  the  Superior  Court.  I 
realize  that  any  concern  may  make  a  mistake 
occasionally  in  short  weight,  but  I  say  to  you,  Mr. 
President,  and  to  the  members  of  the  Council  that 
when  a  concern  is  convicted  of  such  a  contemptible 
thing  as  short-weighting  coal  to  be  sold  to  city 
charges,  and  when  that  short- weighting  amounts  to 
four  pounds  in  the  hundred  or  eighty  pounds  in 
the  ton,  and  sucli  a  man  or  concern  has  received 
$62,000  during  six  months  from  the  City  of  Boston, 
it  is  an  outrageous  proceeding.  And  still  no  at- 
tempt has  been  made,  apparently,  to  discontinue 
buying  coal  of  this  man,  despite  the  fact  that  he  has 
proven  himself  a  contemptible  thief  and  grafter. 
I  have  introduced  this  ordinance  knowing  full  well 
that  the  Committee  on  Ordinances  will  report 
favorably  upon  it,  that  it  will  be  passed  by  this 
body,  and  that  the  Mayor  of  Boston  can  do  nothing 
else,  having  in  mind  the  protection  of  the  citizens, 
than  to  sign  it.  I  would  not  have  introduced  the 
ordinance  if  the  Board  of  Overseers  had  acted  as 
they  should  have  acted,  immediately  on  finding 
out  the  facta  which  have  led  to  its  introduction. 
They  should  have  discharged  this  man  and  have 
had  nothing  more  to  do  with  him,  but  they  have 
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continued  month  after  month  giving  him  more  coal 
orders  and  deliveries  in  connection  with  the  Public 
Welfare  Department.  That  is  the  reason  why  I 
have  introduced  the  ordinance,  so  that  no  individ- 
ual, firm  or  corporation  convicted  of  a  misdemeanor 
of  this  sort  can  do  business  with  this  city  for  a 
period  of  five  years. 

The  ordinance  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Ordinances. 


APPLICANTS   CARRYING    SMALL 
INSURANCE   POLICIES. 

Coun.  DOWD  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  chairman  of  the  Overseers  of 
the  Public  Welfare  be  requested,  through  the 
Acting  Mayor,  to  advise  the  Boston  City  Council 
under  what  statute  or  ordinance  said  department 
bases  its  action  in  refusing  to  extend  aid  to  ap- 
plicants who  carry  small  insurance  policies. 

Coun.  DOWD — Mr.  President,  my  thought  in 
introducing  this  order  is  that  it  is  probably  not 
known  to  the  people  of  Boston  or  to  other  members 
of  the  City  Council  that  an  unfortunate  situation 
exists,  and  I  contend  not  under  the  law  but  as  a 
result  of  the  discretionary  power  and  will  of  some 
of  the  visitors  of  the  present  Board  of  Overseers. 
Can  you  imagine  the  situation  of  a  man  and  wife 
with  a  few  children,  who  have  been  carrying  a 
5,  10  or  15  cent  policy  for  years,  and,  finally,  when 
as  a  result  of  the  present  depression  they  have 
been  compelled  to  go  down  to  the  woodyard  to 
receive  aid,  being  told  when  they  applied  for  aid 
that  they  could  not  get  it  unless  they  dropped  the 
policy?  I  have  a  case  of  a  man  and  woman,  not 
in  my  ward,  but  in  the  ward  of  the  gentleman 
sitting  on  my  right,  from  Roxbury,  where  they 
were  compelled  to  sell  the  entire  insurance  policies 
of  the  family  for  a  paltry  $25,  and  then  spend  the 
$25  before  they  could  get  aid  from  the  Board  of 
Overseers.  Oh,  I  wonder  if  such  a  thing  was  ever 
the  intention  of  the  Legislature  when  in  their  wis- 
dom they  passed  the  act?  1  wonder  if  the  Mayor 
of  Boston  realizes  that  such  things  are  going  on? 
I  say  that  that  sort  of  thing  is  despicable  and 
should  be  done  away  with,  that  there  should  be  no 
such  action  taken  where  a  man  and  woman  are 
carrying  small  insurance  policies.  I  seriously 
doubt  if  anything  of  the  sort  was  ever  contemplated 
under  the  law.  It  just  occurs  as  a  result  of  the 
exercise  of  discretion  by  some  of  the  visitors 
employed  down  there.  While  I  am  on  my  feet,  I 
would  like  to  refer  to  several  things  that  concern 
the  action  of  employees  of  that  department.  The 
chairman  of  the  Board  in  a  message  to  us  says  that 
his  visitors  are  courteous  and  are  ordered  to  be 
courteous.  Let  us  see.  I  have  a  case  here, 
not  in  my  district,  but  in  the  district  of  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  body,  of  a  husband  and  wife  with  six 
children.  Almighty  God  was  good  enough  to  bless 
her  with  another  child,  and  her  husband  went 
down  to  tell  the  visitors  that  there  was  another 
increase  in  the  family  and  that  they  desired  more 
money  to  meet  the  requirements  of  the  situation. 
God  knows  the  motherhood  of  America  suffers 
enough  in  bringing  children  into  the  world,  and  I 
say  if  the  Almighty  is  kind  enough  to  send  children 
into  the  world,  some  provision  must  be  made  to 
take  care  of  them.  We  know  of  the  bill  that  was 
before  the  Legislature  a  short  time  ago  dealing 
with  the  subject  of  birth  control,'  we  know  the 
interest  that  was  shown  in  the  matter,  the  objec- 
tion that  was  raised  against  it,  and  that,  after  a 
big  hearing,  the  petitioners  were  given  leave  to 
withdraw.  But  this  man,  the  father  of  the  family, 
went  down  to  the  Overseers  on  this  occasion,  and 
the  visitor  said,  "You  ought  to  be  ashamed  of 
yourself.  It  is  nothing  to  be  proud  of,  having 
another  child,  under  the  circumstances.  You 
ought  to  take  care  of  your  own  children."  Since 
when  have  the  employees  of  this  department  taken 
it  on  themselves  to  advise  birth  control  and  to 
refuse  a  paltry  extra  $2  or  $3  because  of  an  addi- 
tion to  a  family?  Isn't  that  insulting?  Isn't  that 
contemptible?  Mr.  President  and  gentlemen,  I 
will  continue  the  fight  in  this  matter  until  such  time 
as  they  treat  the  people  who  go  there  like  human 
beings  and  not  like  dogs.  Was  that  insulting,  or 
was  it  not?  I  say  that  it  is  insulting  and  that  it  is 
contemptible  for  a  visitor  who  knows  nothing  about 
motherhood  to  make  such  remarks.  Thank  God, 
this  woman  I  have  referred  to  is  willing  to  go  to  the 
front.  She  is  not  a  bit  timid,  but  is  willing  to 
testify  if  so  desired.  I  have  another  case  from 
another  district,  that  of  the  councilor  who  just 
rose  from  his  chair.     It  is  the  case  of  a  young  girl 


twenty-three  years  old,  who  was  placed  in  a  home 
for  the  feeble-minded  and  stayed  there  five  years, 
when  the  legal  custodians  said  she  had  been  brought 
back  to  health,  and  she  was  then  brought  home. 
Then  the  father  died  and  the  widow  was  compelled 
to  apply  for  aid.  What  was  the  answer  she  got? 
"Send  your  daughter  back  to  the  home  for  the 
feeble-minded,  and  we  will  give  you  aid."  Since 
when  have  employees  down  there  taken  the  place 
of  leading  alienists  in  the  country?  That  woman 
is  ready  to  testify.  Is  that  justice?  I  wonder  if 
the  Mayor  of  Boston  intends  to  allow  this  sort  of 
thing  to  go  on,  and  I  wonder  if  the  gentlemen 
elected  to  membership  in  this  body  from  the 
different  wards  of  the  city  are  willing  to  allow  such 
conditions  to  go  on?  What  else  have  we  got?  We 
have  the  ease  of  another  family  from  Roxbury, 
not  in  my  district,  but  in  the  district  of  the  coun- 
cilor on  my  right,  where  there  are  thirteen  chil- 
dren, ten  under  sixteen,  and  three  over  sixteen, 
making  with  the  father  and  mother  a  family 
of  fifteen.  The  three  over  sixteen  are  unable  to 
get  work  in  this  depression.  They  were  receiving 
$25,  enough  to  furnish  them  with  some  heat, 
clothing  and  so  on,  but  the  department  saw  fit  in 
its  wisdom  to  cut  them  down  to  $22  a  week  and 
refused  to  give  them  more  money.  Imagine  it, 
Mr.  President.  I  wonder  if  any  of  the  members 
here  would  like  to  feed,  clothe,  pay  rent  and 
supply  fuel  and  whatever  is  necessary  for  that 
amount,  making  about  4  cents  a  meal,  and  on  top 
of  that  having  it  cost  $3  a  week  for  milk  for  a  few 
months'  old  infant?  I  wonder  if  any  of  you  think 
that  is  right.  I  say  it  is  time  for  every  member  of 
the  Council  to  rise  on  his  feet  and  endeavor  to  have 
such  conditions  corrected.  I  have  not  mentioned 
visitors'  names,  but  if  conditions  are  not  corrected 
in  a  short  time  I  will  name  individuals  on  the  floor 
of  the  Council.  There  is  another  case,  that  of  a 
woman  whose  husband  was  killed  in  the  Fire  De- 
partment thirteen  years  ago.  She  has  been  re- 
ceiving $5  a  week,  and  the  Board  decided  to  cut  it 
off.  She  is  about  sixty,  quite  active,  and  had  her 
little  home  for  years.  But  they  wanted  to  send  her 
to  Long  Island,  where  the  expense  would  be 
$1.50  a  day,  or  almost  $12  a  week.  That  is,  the 
Overseers,  in  order  to  save  $5  a  week,  proposed  to 
have  a  charge  of  $12  a  week  made  on  the  tax- 
payers of  Boston  for  this  woman  at  Long  Island. 
Now,  Mr.  President,  I  intend  to  keep  this  contest 
up,  and  I  think  there  are  very  few  members  of  the 
Council  who  will  say  that  I  am  wrong  in  doing  so. 
I  have  the  names  of  these  people,  who  are  willing 
to  go  before  the  Board.  They  are  not  timid 
people.  They  understand,  of  course,  that  any 
report  they  make  will  be  used  against  them.  But 
what  can  we  expect  of  the  Board  which  only  a 
short  time  ago  exonerated  the  visitor  who  was 
accused  by  a  woman  over  in  South  Boston?  Oh, 
yes,  and  may  I  add  that  there  is  a  little  lady  living 
in  Councilor  Bush's  ward  who  was  insulted  two 
months  ago  by  this  same  individual.  That  is  the 
condition  existing  in  the  Board  of  Overseers  at 
the  present  time,  and,  as  far  as  the  Boston  City 
Council  is  concerned,  every  member  who  knows 
the  conditions  there  should  make  the  same  kind 
of  protest  I  am  making.  As  I  say,  the  people  of 
Boston  certainly  should  be  treated  with  a  little 
courtesy,  because,  after  all,  it  is  not  the  money  of 
the  visitors  or  of  the  Board  that  is  being  spent, 
but  the  taxpayers'  money,  and  the  taxpayers 
desire  to  see  that  those  in  need  at  the  present  time 
are  properly  taken  care  of.  I  discount  any  of  the 
messages  that  the  chairman  of  the  Overseers  may 
send  to  the  Board,  saving  that  the  visitors  are  very 
kind  to  the  people  who  go  there,  because  1  know, 
and  the  majority  of  the  members  of  the  Council 
know,  it  is  a  deliberate  untruth;  and  I  serve  warn- 
ing on  every  visitor  there  that,  starting  imme- 
diately, if  conditions  are  not  corrected  and  if  they 
do  not  treat  their  charges  as  they  should  treat 
them,  I  will  name  the  visitors.  I  will  tell  the 
public  who  the  visitor  who  desired  to  have  birth 
control  exercised  was,  and  I  will  tell  the  public 
who  the  visitor  was  who  wanted  to  send  the  poor 
unfortunate  to  Long  Island.  I  will  name  them  in 
this  Council  Chamber. 

Coun.  RL'BY — Mr.  President,  I  do  not  want  to 
contradict  any  of  the  statements  made  by  the 
councilor  from  Ward  8  (Coun.  Dowd),  because 
I  am  going  to  assume  that  the  statements  he  makes 
on  the  floor  of  this  Council  are  authentic  and  that 
he  has  made  them  after  a  careful  investigation. 
But  I  think  the  time  has  come  when  we  as  mem- 
bers of  this  body  ought  to  pay  our  respects  to  those 
who  are  giving  all  their  time  and  energy,  without 
remuneration  of  any  sort,  to  the  city,  and  who  are 
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willing  to  assume  obligations  with  reference  to 
certain  committees  appointed  in  our  city  to 
deal  with  the  poor.  While  I  might  even  go  so 
far  as  to  say  that  I  am  willing  to  agree  with  a 
good  deal  that  has  been  said  by  the  councilor 
from  Ward  8,  not  only  today  but  at  several  previous 
meetings,  I  don't  think  it  is  fair  to  attack  the  head 
of  this  department,  I  don't  think  it  is  fair  to 
attack  the  Overseers  of  the  department,  without 
substantiating  the  charges  in  this  body.  While 
the  charges  may  be  true,  those  of  us  who  employ 
help  know  that  we  cannot  always  be  present 
when  different  remarks  are  made,  and  we  are 
forced  to  put  certain  trust  in  our  own  employees. 
That,  I  am  sure,  is  also  the  case  with  the  coun- 
cilor who  has  just  sat  down.  He  has  help  in  his 
private  employ  for  which  he  cannot  always  be 
responsible  and,  while  these  accusations  are  made 
on  the  floor  of  this  Council,  I  wonder  whether  the 
councilor  from  Ward  8  can  on  this  floor  say  to 
us  that  he  has  personally  or  in  writing  brought 
these  same  complaints  to  the  heads  of  the  depart- 
ment or  to  any  of  its  members?  There  are  things 
that  might  happen  in  a  department  that  is  spend- 
ing $6,000,000  a  year.  Of  course,  if  things  go 
wrong  we  want  to  correct  them.  Any  member 
of  the  body,  Mr.  President,  wants  to  correct  any 
unfair  advantage  of  any  of  the  citizenry  of 
Boston.  But  I  have  known  Simon  E.  Hecht  for 
a  number  of  years,  long  before  he  became  chair- 
man of  the  Overseers  of  Public  Welfare,  and  I 
know  the  reputation  that  he  has  in  this  com- 
munity. I  know  the  amount  of  philanthropic 
work  that  the  Hecht  family  have  done  in  Boston, 
and  I  cannot  sit  here  week  after  week  and  hear 
that  man  not  only  insulted  but  abused  because 
there  may  be  certain  conditions  that  ought  to  be 
remedied  in  the  department.  I  say  to  the  coun- 
cilor from  Ward  8,  it  is  high  time  that  you  first 
made  your  complaint  to  the  head  of  the  depart- 
ment, not  through  speeches  in  this  body  that 
cannot  be  taken  by  the  head  of  the  department 
as  authentic.  Make  these  complaints  at  a 
meeting  of  the  department,  and  then  let  us  know 
if  conditions  are  not  remedied.  We  can  then 
in  this  Council  take  the  proper  course  of  action. 
But  act  fairly  in  the  matter.  '  These  men  and 
women  are  public  servants,  if  you  please,  giving 
their  time  and  energy  to  the  public  gratis,  and 
they  ought  .not,  week  after  week,  to  be  abused 
and-  insulted  because  this  investigator  or  that 
visitor  is  doing  something  that  he  or  she  ought 
not  to  do.  One  of  those  Overseers  of  the  Public 
Welfare,  Mrs.  Gookin,  lives  in  my  district,  and  is 
as  honorable  and  decent  an  individual  as  graces 
the  citizenry  of  Boston,  and  I  cannot  sit  here, 
week  after  week,  and  hear  her  insulted  and  abused 
as  the  councilor  from  Ward  8  has  seen  fit  to  insult 
and  abuse  the  members  of  that  Board.  I  was 
born  and  brought  up  with  Vincent  Brogna,  a 
man  who  for  many  years  has  been  highly  honored 
by  the  people  of  the  race  from  which  he  sprang. 
The  Italian  people  have  honored  and  do  honor 
that  man,  and  he  is  not  only  honored  by  his 
own  people,  but  by  all  the  people  of  Boston.  Mr. 
President,  it  is  unfair  to  abuse  people  of  that 
character.  "Bill"  Taylor  is  a  gentleman  who  has 
given  his  time,  services  and  money  for  the  welfare 
of  this  city.  He  is  the  treasurer  of  the  Overseers  of 
Public  Welfare,;  and  Mr.  Maloney,  with  whom 
we  come  in  daily  contact,  is  a  man  of  the  highest 
reputation  and  standing.  And  so  I  cannot, 
and  I  believe  the  other  members  of  the  Board  feel 
the  same  way,  sit  here  and  see  people  of  that  type 
continually  abused  in  this  Council.  Let  me  say, 
also,  that  Miss  Sophie  Freedman  bears  a  reputation 
in  philanthropic  work  second  to  none  in  this 
city.  She  certainly  would  not  tolerate  the  con- 
ditions that  have  been  testified  to  if  brought  to 
her  attention.  I  say  with  all  due  respect  to  the 
councilor  from  Ward  8  (Coun.  Dowd)  that,  while 
I  do  not  blame  him  for  wanting  to  remedy  these 
conditions,  as  I  would  not  blame  any  member  of 
the  body  for  wishing  to  remedy  unfair  and  un- 
warranted conditions,  I  do  not  think  that  making 
speeches  in  this  body  is  the  way  to  remedy  the 
conditions.  I  believe  we  have  on  this  Board  high- 
minded  men  and  women  who  are  more  than  anxious 
to  remedy  any  unfair  conditions  that  may  be 
properly  brought  before  them.  The  chairman  of 
the  Board  is  criticized  here  without  having  an 
opportunity  to  have  the  conditions  described 
brought  to  his  attention.  He  does  not  hear  the 
names  and  cases.  No  member  certainly  has  a 
right  to  assume  that  he  or  the  other  members 
would  tolerate  such  conditions  as  have  been 
referred   to,  if   brought   to  their  attention.     So   I 


wonder  if  the  councilor  from  Ward  8  can  say  to 
us  at  this  time  that  he  has  at  any  time  in  the  last 
two  months  brought  a  single  one  of  these  cases  he 
has  referred  to,  giving  the  names  and  the  facts, 
to  the  attention  of  any  member  of  the  Board  of 
Overseers,  so  that  they  might  be  personally 
informed  of  what  we  are  being  told  here  week  after 
week?  I  know  that  the  Mayor  of  Boston  does 
not  want  such  conditions  to  prevail.  In  that 
connection  I  would  simply  call  attention  to  his 
letter  when  a  previous  matter  was  referred  to  by 
the  gentleman  from  Ward  8.  The  Mayor  then 
stated  clearly,  when  faced  with  a  certain  situ- 
ation, what  his  position  was;  and  I  think  every 
man  and  woman  on  the  Board  of  Overseers  would 
take  the  same  course  if  these  individual  matters 
were  brought  to  their  attention.  So  I  would 
be  pleased  to  hear  if  the  councilor  from  Ward  8 
has  at  any  time  within  the  last  two  months  brought 
a  single  ease  such  as  he  has  referred  to  here  on  the 
floor  to  the  attention  of  any  member  of  the  Over- 
seers of  Public  Welfare. 

Coun.  WILSON — Mr.  President,  I  have  listened 
with  interest  to  a  number  of  the  orders  which 
have  been  introduced  here  by  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  8  (Coun.  Dowd)  with  reference  to  this  par- 
ticular department,  and  I  am  afraid  that  I  cannot 
agree  with  my  colleague  from  Dorchester  (Coun. 
Ruby)  when  he  suggests  that  the  complaints  made 
by  the  gentleman  from  Ward  8  are  all  news  to  the 
Overseers  of  Public  Welfare,  and  should  be  brought 
to  their  attention  in  some  other  way,  because  I 
was  under  the  impression  that  one  of  the  proper 
ways  to  officially  bring  things  to  the  notice  of  any 
department  was  through  an  order  passed  by  the 
City  Council  calling  certain  matters  to  their  at- 
tention, through  the  Mayor's  office.  I  have  been 
of  the  opinion  that  that  was  the  proper  channel 
and  the  proper  way  to  send  things  officially  to 
department  heads.  It  may  be  that  the  councilor 
from  Ward  8  should  have  insisted  on  a  public 
hearing,  either  having  the  Overseers  come  here  or 
appearing  before  them  and  submitting  evidence. 
I  cannot  fail  to  be  impressed,  however,  with  the 
reception  which  was  accorded  the  original  order, 
calling  attention  to  certain  fake  deliveries  of  coal 
which  were  paid  for  by  the  city's  money  and  which 
in  some  cases  were  delivered  at  houses  where  the 
coal  was  not  wanted.  I  cannot  fail  to  be  im- 
pressed also  by  the  fact  that  when  our  colleague 
here  stated  that  he  was  in  possession  of  certain 
receipts  and  offered  to  show  them,  the  reply  made 
by  the  Overseers  of  Public  Welfare  was  a  sugges- 
tion that  the  authentic  documents  were  forged. 
I  could  not  fail  to  be  impressed,  either,  with  the 
order  of  the  councilor  from  Ward  8  in  which  he 
called  attention  to  the  fact  that  the  Public  Welfare 
Department  of  the  City  of  Boston,  spending  over 
$3,000,000  of  the  public  money,  and  probably 
over  $4,000,000-  annually,  were  continually  mak- 
ing purchases  from  firms  convicted  of  short  weight. 
I  may  perhaps  be  living  in  a  narrow  circle,  I  may 
be  overwhelmed  with  the  speaking  abilities  of  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  8;  but,  however  narrow  my 
mentality  may  be,  it  does  seem  to  me,  Mr.  Presi- 
dent, an  excellent  argument  to  make  that  the  last 
firms  and  the  last  people  in  the  City  of  Boston 
who  should  be  trusted  to  make  coal  deliveries  to 
the  helpless  poor  of  this  city  are  those  who  have 
been  convicted  in  the  courts  of  this  Commonwealth 
of  short  weight.  It  is  all  very  well  to  defend  the 
members  of  the  Board  of  Public  Welfare.  I  have 
good  friends  on  that  Hoard  myself.  But  I  think 
we  should  face  the  thing  dispassionately.  I  am 
also  impressed  with  the  argument  made  with  ref- 
erence to  the  constant  ana  persistent  rule  of  the 
Board  of  Public  Welfare  that  there  shall  not  be 
cash  payments  to  the  poor  of  Boston  but  that  they 
will  continue  to  give  them  orders  on  certain  fav- 
ored chain  stores, —  especially  when  I  remember 
the  rumors  that  permeated  City  Hall  during  the 
last  administration  as  to  the  motive  behind  the 
changing  to  the  present  system.  And  so  I  say, 
while  I  have  every  respect  for  members  of  the 
Board  of  Public  Welfare,  I  think  that  these  charges 
and  repeated  charges  by  the  councilor  from  Ward  8 
(Coun.  Dowd)  should  be  received  with  some  de- 
gree of  attention.  If  the  Hoard  of  Public  Welfare 
have  not  been  even  reading  the  orders  that  have 
been  sent  through  to  them,  and  if  they  are  pleased 
to  say  that  receipted  and  numbered  slips  from 
coal  companies  arc  forgeries,  the  sooner  we  have  a 
show-down  with  that  department  in  the  same  room 
the  better 

Coun.  NORTON  Mr.  President,  I  agree  fully 
with  what  the  colleagues  from  Dorchester  and 
Koxburv    have  said   here,   with   sonic  reservations. 
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I  suggested  to  the  Mayor  some  months  ago  that 
he  should  just  about  double  the  force  of  the  Public 
Welfare  Department,  that  if  there  was  even  a 
possibility  of  certain  things  being  wrong  there  it 
would  be  well  in  times  like  these  to  have  a  better 
check-up.  I  also  asked  him  to  consider  the 
possibility  that  these  times  were  going  to  con- 
tinue for  years  and  not  for  months.  But  ap- 
parently he  has  not  considered  that  suggestion. 
I  predict  that,  with  times  as  they  are,  we  will  not 
spend  $3,000,000  or  $4,000,000  a  year  in  the 
Public  Welfare  Department,  but  that  we  will 
spend  $8,000,000  a  year,  and  I  make  that  state- 
ment being  fully  cognizant  of  the  immense  amount 
of  money  that  is  being  dumped  in  here  by  the 
United  States  Government.  Perhaps  it  is  just  as 
well  for  the  members  to  realize  the  facts  when  we 
hear  about  the  tremendous  amount  of  public 
money  that  is  being  spent  in  putting  people  at 
work.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  colleagues,  as  the 
records  will  show,  a  very  small  impression  is  being 
made  on  the  situation  through  such  expenditures. 
In  a  short  time  the  public  official  who  says  he  is 
spending  money  to  place  people  at  work  will  with- 
draw from  the  headlines.  We  see  statements  to 
the  effect  that  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachu- 
setts is  going  to  spend  $11,000,000  this  year  on 
roads  and  highways,  but  I  suppose  not  a  third 
will  go  to  actual  labor.  The  City  of  Boston  pro- 
poses to  spend  a  third  of  that.  Well,  the  United 
States  Veterans'  Bureau  since  February  1  have 
dumped  into  Massachusetts  —  seven-tenths  of  the 
amount  being  for  Boston  —  $25,000,000.  Have 
you  seen  any  appreciable  effect  from  that?  It  has 
not  amounted  to  even  a  drop  in  the  bucket.  No, 
colleagues,  we  are  not  going  to  get  a  wave  of  pros- 
perity here  immediately.  It  will  not  be  brought 
about  by  spending  millions  on  public  works. 
Even  the  $25,000,000  I  have  referred  to  has  been 
dissipated.  The  citizens  who  received  it  went 
out  and  spent  it,  didn't  hoard  it,  and  yet  you  have 
seen  no  signs  of  it  in  the  way  of  improvement  in 
the  economic  life  of  Boston.  It  is  possible,  of 
course,  to  go  out  and  find  somebody  who  is  ill- 
treated,  and  there  is  a  great  amount  of  suffering 
all  over  this  city,  as  a  result  of  the  general  depres- 
sion. In  my  ward  we  have  been  suffering  very 
much.  It  is  an  industrial  ward,  and  yet  all  the 
factories  are  practically  closed  or  on  part  time. 
I  have  personally  brought  over  one  hundred 
appeals  to  the  Department  of  Public  Welfare, 
through  the  agents  of  that  department,  and  I 
have  failed  to  find  one  who,  when  a  matter  has 
been  brought  to  hisjattention,  has  not  gone  out  of 
his  way  to  help.  I  have  been  to  the  Welfare 
Department  in  the  last  six  months  fifty  times, 
and  I  have  not  failed  in  the  times  when  I  have 
been  there  to  receive  courteous  treatment  or  what 
I  considered  a  fair  deal,  so  far  as  it  could  be  given, 
to  persons  applying  for  aid.  I  have  disagreed 
with  the  Mayor  of  Boston  on  various  matters  of 
municipal  government,  and  I  will  undoubtedly 
disagree  with  him  many  times  in  months  to  come. 
But  that  does  not  becloud  my  personal  feeling  in 
regard  to  the  Mayor.  I  believe  there  is  no  indi- 
vidual in  this  city  who  would  be  quicker  to  help 
an  unfortunate  than  that  same  Mayor.  I  do  not 
believe,  when  it  comes  to  dealing  with  the  poor, 
that  there  is  a  kinder-hearted  man  in  this  city 
than  the  Mayor  of  Boston,  and  I  say  that  ad- 
visedly. We  have  in  our  ward  been  extraordinarily 
hard  hit.  As  I  say,  many  of  our  big  industrial 
establishments  have  either  been  shut  down  or  are 
on  part  time.  That  applies  to  such  concerns  as 
the  American  Tool  and  Machine  Company.  One 
of  their  important  products  is  sugar-handling 
machinery,  and  we  all  know  what  the  situation  is 
in  the  sugar  industry.  Some  of  you  may  have 
seen  the  reports  of  Thomas  Chadbourne,  the  chair- 
man of  the  World  Sugar  Committee,  in  which  the 
large  purchasing  nations  of  the  world  are  joined. 
Much  depends  on  the  outcome  of  conditions  in 
that  industry  so  far  as  the  turning  out  of  sugar- 
making  machinery  by  the  American  Tool  and 
Machine  Company  is  concerned.  There  is  also 
the  same  situation  in  our  Stafford  Loom  Works, 
in  the  car  shops  of  the  New  York,  New  Haven  & 
Hartford  Railroad  Company  and  in  the  B.  F. 
Sturtevant  Company.  If  Mr.  Chadbourne's  plan 
is  successful,  it  may  mean  some  starting  up  of  the 
work  of  the  American  Tool  and  Machine  Com- 
pany, at  least  two  or  three  days  a  week.  You 
undoubtedly  know,  also,  the  situation  in  sucq 
concerns  as  the  Tileston  &  Holhngsworth  mills, 
some  of  the  paper  from  which  we  have  here.  So 
it  is  clear,  not  only  in  my  district  but  throughout 
the  city  and  throughout  the  country,  that  we  are 


going  through  an  unprecedented  and  extraordinary 
depression.  Personally,  I  believe  that  we  will  not 
recover  from  it  for  many  years.  I  am  simply 
pointing  out  how  the  people  of  my  district,  the 
same  as  the  people  of  other  districts,  are  suffering 
at  the  present  time.  And  so  I  feel,  like  some  of 
the  other  members  here,  that  the  Department  of 
Public  Welfare  is  being  called  upon  to  perform  an 
important  and  a  large  job,  and  that  they  need 
more  help  to  carry  it  on. 

Coun.  BUSH — Mr.  President,  I  have  listened 
with  a  great  deal  of  attention  at  each  meeting  to 
what  has  been  said  by  the  councilor  from  Roxbury 
(Coun.  Dowd)  in  baiting  the  Public  Welfare 
Department.  Until  today  I  was  content  to  le 
him  make  his  statement,  with  the  exception  tha 
I  did  claim  at  one  time  that  five  trees  do  not  mak 
a  forest,  that  there  were  found  to  be  some  erro 
in  8,000  or  10,000  cases,  and  that  if  there  were  a 
few  errors  or  mistakes  made  in  the  administra  on 
of  the  Public  Welfare  such  cases  were  so  com- 
paratively few  that  they  hardly  seemed  worthy  of 
attention.  But  today  the  councilor  has  made  a 
statement  relative  to  the  requirement  on  the  part 
of  some  representative  of  the  department  that  a 
person  seeking  aid  must  sell  a  life  insurance  policy 
before  he  would  be  able  to  receive  it.  Frankly,  I 
do  not  believe  that  that  condition'  exists.  What 
I  do  believe  has  happened  is  that  the  Public  Welfare 
Department  has  perhaps  informed  some  people 
that  none  of  the  money  it  pays  out  for  public 
relief  or  welfare  shall  be  used  to  keep  a  life  insurance 
policy  in  force;  and  I  cannot  find  fault  with  them 
on  that  score,  because  this  money  is  supposed  to 
be  paid  out  for  the  relief  of  distress  and  not  for  the 
purpose  of  paying  insurance  premiums  to  keep 
insurance  policies  in  force.  Therefore,  I  disagree 
with  my  colleague  on  that  point.  I  do  not  believe 
he  can  be  correct.  So  far  as  courtesy  being  ex- 
tended to  people  who  go  down  there  for  relief  is 
concerned,  in  my  period  of  service  in  this  Council 
I  have  had  occasion  to  have  people  come  to  me 
for  assistance,  and  in  my  effort  to  obtain  relief  for 
them  from  the  Public  Welfare  Department  I  have 
always  received  courteous  treatment.  The  few 
complaints  I  have  received  during  my  time  here 
have  not  been  as  to  the  manner  in  which  they  were 
treated  but  because  of  the  fact  that  at  times  they 
could  not  receive  or  were  refused  aid.  In  every 
one  of  the  cases  where  such  a  complaint  was  made 
I  have  found  after  investigation  that  it  was  be- 
cause of  lack  of  cooperation  on  the  part  of  the 
individual  seeking  the  aid  and  those  giving  it 
through  the  Public  Welfare  Department,  lack  of 
cooperation  in  affording  the  information  which  the 
Public  Welfare  Department  naturally  desires 
before  giving  the  aid.  We  all  know  that  the 
amount  expended  for  poor  relief  has  increased 
greatly  each  year,  and  that  it  has  reached  a  peak 
of  enormous  proportions.  We  also  realize  that  the 
force  which  the  department  now  has  is  more  or 
less  inadequate  to  cope  with  the  situation,  so  far  as 
investigation  and  looking  into  different  cases  with 
care  is  concerned.  The  investigators  are  more  or 
less  overworked  and  are  unable  to  cover  the  ground 
as  rapidly  as  might  be  desired  and  as  ought  to  be 
done.  The  result  is  that  the  administration  of 
relief  has  been  in  many  cases  delayed.  Perhaps 
something  could  be  accomplished  if  the  force  were 
increased.  I  believe  it  could  be.  But  my  exper- 
ience in  these  cases  has  been  that  the  investigators 
are  trying  to  do  their  job  as  conscientiously  as 
possible,  and  by  conscientiously  I  mean  with 
reference  to  paying  out  the  taxpayers'  money.  I 
am  inclined  to  believe  that  in  many  cases,  through 
pressure  brought  to  bear  upon  them,  they  have  been 
impelled  to  approve  the  giving  of  aid  when  they 
personally  disapproved  of  it  because  their  investi- 
gation did  not  show  the  utter  need  of  it.  I  am  also 
firmly  convinced  that  when  they  have  a  just  case 
and  when  the  facts  they  have  been  able  to  obtain 
justify  the  giving  of  aid,  in  every  such  case  the 
individual  receives  the  aid.  My  experience  has 
also  been  that  people  who  request  the  aid,  a  large 
proportion  of  them,  are  unwilling  to  give  informa- 
tion to  the  investigator.  They  feel  that  the  inves- 
tigator is  a  Poll  Pry,  investigating  out  of  mere 
curiosity.  Nothing  could  be  further  from  the 
truth.  It  is  necessary  for  the  investigators  to 
obtain  the  information  desired.  They  cannot  give 
out  taxpayers'  money,  of  course,  if  the  individuals 
receiving  aid  refuse  to  cooperate,  and  they  are 
justified  in  refusing  to  give  the  aid  until  they 
receive  that  measure  of  cooperation  to  which  they 
are  entitled  as  representatives  of  the  city  paying 
out  the  taxpayers'  money.  In  the  matter  of 
whether  they  should  give  grocery  orders  or  should 
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pay  cash  to  these  individuals,  that  is  a  debatable 
question.  Both  methods  have  been  tried,  and 
both  have  been  found  wanting.  They  have  tried 
the  method  of  giving  cash,  and  the  difficulty  has 
been  that  in  a  good  many  cases  the  cash  has  not 
been  used  for  the  purpose  for  which  it  was  intended . 
It  has  been  used  for  other,  extraneous  purposes, 
foreign  to  the  relief  of  the  distress.  So  they  tried 
the  method  of  giving  grocery  orders  feeling  that 
perhaps  by  forcing  people  to  take  their  aid  in  the 
form  of  food  and  fuel,  some  of  the  money  at 
least  would  go  for  that  purpose,  and  the  people 
would  not  be  able  to  use  it  for  other  purposes. 
But  no  scheme  can  be  invented  by  human  ingenuity 
that  cannot  be  defeated  by  the  same  ingenuity. 
Many  of  those  grocery  orders  undoubtedly  are  sold 
at  a  discount,  in  order  to  obtain  cash.  Then  they 
tried  the  method  of  giving  part  cash  and  part  food 
and  fuel,  which  has  always  seemed  to  me  a  more 
or  less  fair  method.  It  absolutely  insures  the 
family  receiving  a  definite  amount  of  food  and  fuel, 
and  if  the  cash  given  is  used  for  some  other  pur- 
pose at  least  the  beneficiaries  will  not  be  deprived 
of  a  certain  amount  of  food  for  family  use.  It  may 
be  that  there  are  individual  cases  of  hardship.  I 
am  reminded  of  one  case  I  had  myself,  where  the 
party  owned  the  house  that  the  family  lived  in. 
They  had  a  very  small  equity  in  it.  They  owed 
the  biggest  part  of  the  purchase  price  as  a  second 
mortgage  on  the  home.  They  had  a  cooperative 
.bank  first  mortgage  on  the  home.  The  bread- 
winner was  out  of  work  for  six,  eight  or  nine  months, 
and  no  earnings  were  coming  in.  There  were 
five  children  and  the  wife  to  support.  There  was 
a  notice  from  the  bank  that  foreclosure  proceedings 
would  be  instituted  unless  payments  were  brought 
up  to  date.  The  man  came  to  me  and  pleaded  for 
some  kind  of  aid.  When  I  got  in  touch  with  the 
Public  Welfare  Department  they  told  me  that 
they  could  not  help  because  the  law  forbade  them 
to  render  aid  when  there  was  an  equity  in  property, 
no  matter  how  small.  I  insisted  that  some  aid 
be  given  them.  I  insisted  that  here  was  a  case  of 
a  good,  reputable  citizen  who  had  met  adversity 
for  the  first  time  in  years.  This  was  the  first  time 
that  he  had  ever  had  to  ask  for  municipal  aid. 
Under  these  unfortunate  circumstances  he  was 
compelled  to  apply  for  aid.  They  said  it  could  not 
be  done.  But  finally  they  agreed  to  give  him  half 
a  ton  of  coal  and  a  grocery  order,  as  an  emergency 
appropriation,  and  he  had  to  be  content  with  that. 
Finally,  I  took  him  to  the  treasurer  of  the  Public 
Welfare  Department,  and  he  assisted  him  out  of  a 
fund  which,  through  the  graciousness  and  gener- 
osity of  the  Fire  and  Police  Departments,  was  pro- 
vided, and  that  not  being  tied  with  any  strings  it 
was  not  necessary  to  cut  any  legal  red  tape  to 
obtain  the  funds.  So  he  was  assisted  from  that 
fund.  It  was  perfectly  obvious  that,  although  that 
was  a  just  case — in  fact,  in  my  opinion,  it  was  one 
of  the  best  possible  cases  justifying  relief  that  I 
ever  came  across  in  my  contact  with  the  Public 
Welfare  Department — the  department  was  power- 
less to  do  otherwise  than  it  did  do,  because  the  law 
would  not  permit  it.  Yet  they  did  everything  in 
their  power  to  render  the  necessary  assistance. 
The  councilor  mentioned  in  his  remarks  some 
woman  who  was  insulted  by  the  Public  Welfare 
Department,  a  woman  coming  from  my  ward.  I 
want  to  assure  the  members  of  the  Council  that, 
as  far  as  I  am  concerned,  I  never  heard  any  such 
complaint.  That  person  never  came  to  me  and 
never  made  any  complaint  to  me  about  being 
insulted  at  the  Public  Welfare  Department,  nor 
has  any  other  person  ever  complained  to  me  about 
being  insulted  by  the  Public  Welfare  Department. 
My  personal  feeling  is  that  the  force  at  the  Public 
Welfare  Department  is  an  honest,  conscientious 
force,  trying  to  do  its  duty  as  it  sees  it.  I  think 
the  members  of  the  force  somtimes  lean  over  too 
far  backwards  in  order  to  prevent  misapplication  of 
the  taxpayers'  funds  through  giving  aid  to  people 
who  do  not  deserve  it.  But  I  think  that  is  the 
extent  of  any  laxity  you  can  find  on  their  part. 
True,  the  investigators  sometimes  appear  to  be  a 
little  hard-boiled.  But  they  are  coming  in  contact 
with  thousands  of  cases.  They  are  meeting 
thousands  of  people.  They  run  into  a  great  many 
evasions.  Doubtless  they  come  in  contact  with 
people  who  want  to  get  aid  and  who  do  not  deserve 
it,  and  their  faith  in  human  nature  is  probably 
more  or  less  broken  down  because  of  the  effort  of 
some  people  who  try  to  get  something  that  they  do 
not  deserve  to  get.  I  think,  however,  that  they 
are  trying  to  do  the  job  to  the  best  of  their  ability, 
and  I  think  when  they  get  the  cooperation  they 
deserve  and  when  after  a  final  investigation  of  the 


facts  they  find  that  the  aid  should  be  given,  in  999 
cases  out  of  1,000  that  aid  is  given.  I  think  it  is  a 
rather  poor  policy  to  continually  bait  the  Public 
Welfare  Board,  who  are  trying  their  utmost  to 
perform  their  job,  a  board  without  salary  of  any 
kind,  trying  to  perform  their  duty  to  the  best  of 
their  ability. 

Coun.  DOWD — Mr.  President,  I  do  desire 
to  answer  a  specific  point  which  has  been  raised  by 
the  councilor  from  Ward  14.  I  desire  to  advise  him 
on  that  matter.  He  wants  to  know  if  there  is 
one  specific  case.  May  I  state  for  your  benefit, 
councilor,  that  you  have  my  permission  to  go  to 
my  private  file,  and  that  I  will  be  only  too  glad 
to  give  you  the  whole  information  in  reference  to 
the  family  of  fifteen,  whose  allowance  was  re- 
duced from  ,$25  to  320,  as  well  as  in  regard  to  the 
other  cases  I  have  referred  to. 

Coun.  RUBY — Mr.  President,  will  the  gentle- 
man  yield  for  a   question? 

Coun.  DOWD— I  shall  be  glad  to  do  so,  Mr. 
President. 

Coun.  RUBY — If  you  ever  got  an  answer,  what 
was  the  answer,  from  the  Board  of  Public  Welfare? 

Coun.  DOWD — Mr.  President,  let  me  say  to 
the  councilor  from  Ward  14  that  the  only  satis- 
faction I  can  get  out  of  the  Overseers  is  through 
doing  my  duty  as  a  city  official  in  this  Council 
Chamber.  I  have  not  been  able,  nor  has  the 
Council  been  able,  to  get  a  direct  answer  to  any 
order,  complaint  or  criticism  that  I  have  offered 
in  the  Council  Chamber  during  my  contest  with 
the  Board  of  Overseers. 

Coun.  RUBY — Mr.  President,  will  the  councilor 
yield  for  another  question? 

Coun.  DOWD— I  will,  Mr.  President. 

Coun.  RUBY— Mr.  President,  I  would  like  to 
ask  the  councilor  whether  he  received  an  answer 
to  that  specific  case?  I  can  assume  that  he  has 
not  been  getting  the  answers  to  which  he  is  probably 
entitled,  but  has  he,  on  the  case  that  he  has  just 
referred  to,  in  regard  to  the  family  of  fifteen, 
received  any  information  from  the  Board  of  Public 
Welfare? 

Coun.  DOWD — I  have  not.  Now,  Mr.  Presi- 
dent, there  is  not  a  member  of  the  Council,  despite 
what  the  councilor  from  Ward  14  (Coun.  Ruby) 
says,  who  can  get  up  on  this  floor  and  say  that  I 
have  insulted  the  chairman  of  the  Board  or  any 
individual  member  of  the  Board.  I  have  not 
mentioned  a  member  of  the  Board  outside  of  the 
chairman,  and  if  the  chairman  desires  to  be  the 
chairman  of  the  Board  he  has  to  take  the  responsi- 
bility for  what  the  Board  does.  But  I  would  like 
to  ask  the  councilor  from  Ward  14  (Coun.  Ruby), 
if  he  were  chairman  of  that  Board,  would  he 
consider  that  he  was  doing  his  duty  in  continuing 
transactions  with  a  coal  company  that  had  been 
convicted  of  short  and  hollow  Weight?  Would  he 
consider  that  he  was  performing  his  duty  in 
continuing  to  employ  such  a  concern?  I  have 
not  insulted  or  abused  any  individual,  and  I  do 
not  desire  to  do  so.  But  I  am  willing  to  make 
the  fight  for  the  people  against  the  visitors.  I 
am  on  the  people's  side,  and  when  I  point  out  five 
specific  cases,  taken  from  a  group  of  possibly 
1,000  letters  concerning  different  visitors,  I  think 
it  is  clear  that  some  action  should  be  taken. 
If  the  visitors  take  such  an  attitude  in  specific 
cases,  I  think  we  may  assume  that  they  take  that 
attitude  throughout  the  entire  City  of  Boston. 
I  remember  that  Mr.  Hecht,  the  chairman,  said 
awhile  ago,  "Give  my  love  to  the  City  Council!" 
Evidently  that  sentiment  met  a  response  with  two 
members  of  the  present  Boston  City  Council. 
I  say  it  is  my  public  duty  to  come  to  this  Council 
and  try  to  right  the  wrong  done  to  these  people. 
No  one  can  tell  me  it  is  justice  for  a  woman  visitor 
who  doesn't  know  the  love  of  motherhood  to  say 
to  a  man  who  has  just  had  a  child  that  he  shouldn't 
be  proud  of  it,  that  he  should  be  ashamed  of 
himself.  If  any  of  the  members  think  that  is 
right,  it  is  their  solemn  duty  to  get  up  and  defend 
the  Public  Welfare  Department.  If  they  think 
it  is  right,  I  suppose  they  would  defend  the  break- 
ing up  of  a  woman's  home  and  sending  her  to 
Long  Island.  If  they  wish  to  defend  that  sort 
of  thing,  let  them  defend  it.  If  they  think  it  is 
right  to  allow  a  family  of  fifteen  to  live  on  $20 
a  week,  they  can  defend  that.  We  know  that  as 
a  matter  of  fact  certain  families  with  three  or 
or  four  children  are  getting  $13  a  week,  and  others 
are  getting  $17  and  $18.  It  is  according  to  who 
you  are  and  what  your  political  pull  is.  That 
is  about  the  situation.  Of  course,  any  councilor 
who  defends  the  Public  Welfare  Department  in 
this  body  can  go  down  there  tomorrow  and  be 


213 


CITY    COUNCIL. 


received  with  open  arms.  If  I  go  down  there 
tomorrow  I  will  be  regarded  probably  in  a  different 
manner,  although  I  would  probably  be  received 
all  right.  But  people  should  get  what  they  are 
rightly  entitled  to  under  the  law.  I  was  not 
going  to  refer  to  it,  but  Councilor  Ruby  said 
something  about  coal  orders.  I  have  a  letter 
here  signed  by  an  employee  of  the  Board,  one 
who  works  there.  I  will  not  disclose  his  name, 
because  it  would  mean  his  probable  dismissal. 
But  he  says,  in  regard  to  vouchers  delivered, 
"Ask  Mr.  So-and-So  who  works  on  them.  He 
has  the  vouchers  and  knows  where  they  went." 
Now,  it  makes  no  difference  to  me  what  various 
members  of  the  Council  think  about  the  Public 
Welfare  Department.  I  have  probably  700  or 
800  families  receiving  aid  in  my  ward.  Con- 
ditions in  the  districts  represented  by  the  gentle- 
men from  Ward  12  and  Ward  14  are  not  like 
mine.  I  have  two  hundred  cases  where  they 
probably  have  ten.  But  90  per  cent  of  the  people 
who  receive  aid  in  Boston  get  abuse  and  insults, 
as  testified  to  by  the  mail  I  have  received  in  the 
last  three  months.  I  have  received  over  5,000 
letters  from  every  section  of  Boston  commending 
me  for  the  stand  I  have  taken.  Now,  has  any 
member  of  the  Council  heard  one  intelligent 
reply  which  has  come  from  the  Board  of  Over- 
seers with  reference  to  any  order  I  have  intro- 
duced? Two  or  three  weeks  ago  I  mentioned 
a  case  concerning  a  woman  with  seven  or  eight 
children.  I  called  it  to  the  attention  of  the 
Council,  and  what  happened?  They  cut  her  aid 
off  entirely.  Then  the  secretary  sent  for  her  and 
said,  "Why  did  you  go  to  Councilor  Dowd? 
We  would  have  taken  care  of  the  matter."  Imagine 
it!  After  they  cut  her  off,  leaving  her  without 
a  single  solitary  thing  to  eat  over  Sunday,  they 
asked  why  she  came  to  me.  The  woman  said 
because  she  knew  she  was  right  and  Councilor 
Dowd  would  have  her  aid  returned  to  her.  Now, 
it  matters  not  to  me  personally,  but  I  am  going 
to  continue  the  contest  against  the  Board  of 
Overseers  of  the  Public  Welfare  until  such  time 
as  the  visitors  treat  those  people  who  go  down 
there  like  human  beings — because,  after  all, 
they  are  not  bums.  They  never  applied  for  aid 
before  in  their  lives,  but  owing  to  this  present 
depression  they  are  compelled  to  go  down  there 
now  and  ask  for  aid.  The  councilors  think  that 
the  Board  should  not  pay  for  insurance.  Well 
that  is  rather  a  harsh  treatment  to  make.  Here 
are  a  man  and  woman,  with  three  or  four  children, 
making  insurance  payments  right  along  of  5,  10 
or  15  cents,  for  years,  and  they  are  told  that  before 
they  can  receive  aid  they  have  to  get  rid  of  the 
policy.  The  councilor  says  that  they  would  not 
be  allowed  to  pay  insurance  with  what  they 
receive.  I  say,  after  all,  what  difference  does  it 
make?  If  they  don't  keep  up  the  insurance  they 
have  to  sell  it,  and  that  is  what  happened  to 
the  family  I  have  mentioned.  In  these  cases  I 
have  referred  to  the  people  have  stated  to  me 
plainly  that  they  are  willing  to  appear  anywhere 
to  substantiate  what  they  have  said.  These 
people  were  compelled  to  sell  the  insurance  before 
they  could  receive  one  single  five-cent  piece 
worth  of  aid. 

Coun.  BUSH — Mr.  President,  will  the  gentleman 
yield  for  a  correction? 

Coun.  DOWD— 1  shall  be  glad  to. 

Coun.  BUSH — Mr.  President,  the  councilor 
said  that  it  was  necessary  that  the  policies  be 
sold,  which  implies  that  there  were  some  cash 
value  in  connection  with  the  policies.  It  there 
was  such  cash  value,  there  was  an  insurance  value 
that  could  run  on  for  a  period  of  weeks,  months 
or  years,  until  the  cash  value  was  taken  up.  That 
insurance  would  still  continue  in  force  for  a  period 
of  time  without  sale  of  the  policy  and  regardless 
of  the  value  of  the  policy. 

Coun.  DOWD — Mr.  President,  I  say  that  they 
were  compelled  to  surrender  their  policies  for 
the  magnificent  sum  of  $25.  These  were  the  old- 
time  five  or  ten  cent  policies,  I  understand,  from 
insurance  agents,  such  as  continued  in  force  for 
a  number  of  years.  So  the  councilor  from  Roxbury 
does  not  stand  corrected. 

Coun.  RUBY — Mr.  President,  1  have  been  in 
the  insurance  business  for  a  good  many  years, 
and  I  know  that  any  policy  that  has  a  surrender 
value  has  an  insurance  value  that  can  be  paid  up 
to  the  extent  of  the  value  of  the  policy. 

Coun.  FITZGERALD— Mr.  President,  I  hate 
to  get  into  a  debate  with  any  members  of  the 
Council  in  regard  to  this  matter,  but  some  weeks 
ago  I  introduced  an  order  here,  which  the  Mayor 


saw  fit  not  to  approve,  to  increase  the  force  of 
visitors.  We  should  have  at  least  one  hundred 
more  visitors  put  on  for  three  to  six  months.  1 
am  probably  more  familiar  with  this  Public 
Welfare  situation  than  any  other  member  of  the 
Council.  I  presume  the  other  members  of  the 
Council  know  that  I  have  the  honor  to  represent 
the  district  which  contains  the  headquarters 
on  Chardon  and  Leverett  streets,  and  it  is  quite 
interesting  to  look  over  the  large  number  who  go 
there.  You  see  going  there  for  assistance  women 
who  are  handsomely  gowned,  you  see  men  dressed 
in  the  height  of  fashion,  apparently  without  a  care 
in  the  world.  And  it  makes  people  wonder.  I 
have  the  question  put  up  to  me,  day  after  day, 
by  people  living  within  the  confines  of  the  district 
I  have  the  honor  to  represent.  They  ask  me  how 
I  account  for  it.  The  visitors  are  absolutely 
honest,  but  they  can't  keep  track  of  everything. 
One  visitor  has  said  to  me,  "  I  have  hundreds  and 
hundreds  of  cases,  and  it  is  a  physical  impossibility 
for  me  to  visit  all  of  them."  There  is  no  check-up. 
You  see  these  distinguished  gentlemen  walking 
around,  dressed  nicely,  and  in  the  evening  they 
will  be  plying  their  trade  with  a  taxicab.  There 
is  no  way  of  checking-up  these  men,  electricians 
and  others  in  different  walks  of  life,  who  are 
drawing  money  from  the  city  treasury.  It  is 
impossible  for  the  visitors  to  keep  track  of  them. 
And  while  that  sort  of  thing  is  going  on,  and 
while  money  is  being  paid  out  in  that  way,  you 
find  many  worthy  cases  suffering.  Last  Saturday 
I  saw  a  distinguished  gentleman  passing  by  my 
house,  beautifully  groomed,  with  a  nice  suit  of 
clothes,  a  newspaper  in  his  hand  and  a  cigar  in 
his  mouth.  It  was  called  to  my  attention  that  he 
was  drawing  $15  a  week,  and  he  evidently  had 
other  good  sources  of  income.  And  so  I  think 
it  might  be  well  for  us  to  find  out  about  some  of 
these  cases.  They  don't  have  to  give  us  the 
names,  but  they  can  do  it  by  prefix.  On  the 
street  where  I  live  I  know  that  aid  is  being  received 
by  people  who  are  paying  $40  to  $60  or  $65  for 
steam-heated  flats.  There  is  the  situation.  I 
want  to  remind  the  Council  that  one  of  the  most 
conservative  papers  in  the  city,  the  Boston  Globe, 
under  former  Mayor  Nichols'  administration, 
started  an  expose  and  forced  the  retirement  of  the 
Board  and  the  throwing  out  of  the  present 
Chairman  Hecht.  Nobody  can  accuse  the  Boston 
(llubi;  of  being  a  yellow  sheet  or  seeking  undue 
notoriety.  The  Globt  is  looked  upon  as  a  very 
conservative  newspaper  that  reaches  into  the 
homes,  that  is  read  by  the  family  in  the  evening. 
However,  they  started  that  controversy,  and  it 
resulted  in  removing  that  entire  Board,  and 
nobody  knows  why  they  were  reappointed.  We 
might  well  have  some  members  of  the  Council 
take  that  matter  into  consideration.  Something 
has  to  be  done.  The  worthy  people  must  have 
proper  consideration,  and  those  who  are  not 
entitled  to  it  should  be  cut  off.  I  am  beginning 
to  think,  with  the  gentleman  from  Roxbury,  that 
there  must  be  some  politics  played  in  this  public 
welfare  situation.  We  should  demand  that  more 
visitors  be  put  to  work,  say  for  three  or  four 
months.  If  one  hundred  individuals  were  put 
at  work  on  the  pay  roll  they  would  probably  be 
able  to  check-up  these  cases.  Moreover,  some 
individuals  never  will  work  and  don't  intend  to 
work  as  long  as  they  can  get  along  without  it. 
Why  don't  some  of  the  members  of  the  Council 
take  a  morning  off  and  go  around  there  to  the 
headquarters  at  eight  or  nine  o'clock  and  stay 
until  ten?  They  will  see  a  good  deal.  Go  to 
Leverett  street  and  Chardon  street  and  see  for 
yourselves  how  this  thing  is  growing  by  leaps 
and  bounds  and  becoming  a  racket.  There  is  no 
question  but  what  it  is  becoming  a  racket.  But 
who  is  going  to  pay  the  bill?  You  find  all  over 
the  city,  in  Dorchester  and  the  other  outlying 
sections,  that  the  real  estate  owners  are  beginning 
to  organize.  With  fear  and  trembling  they  see 
the  mounting  tax  rate,  a  tax  rate  that  is  perhaps 
going  to  $30  or  $40,  and  real  estate  cannot  bear 
any  additional  burden.  Many  people  will  be 
forced  to  the  wall  because  they  cannot  pay  the 
mortgage  and  the  taxes  on  their  propertj-.  You 
will  find  that  condition  of  affairs  all  over  the 
city.  As  the  councilor  from  Hyde  Park  has  said, 
it  now  looks  as  if  it  would  mount  to  $7,000,000  or 
$8,000,000,  the  way  it  is  going.  Those  not 
entitled  to  aid  should  be  separated  from  the  roll. 
But  how  can  a  visitor  go  around  all  over  the  city — ■ 
to  the  North  End,  the  West  End,  Charlestown, 
Dorchester,  Roxbury,  and  so  on, — and  be  able 
to  perform  his  or  her  duty  intelligently?     It  is 
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impossible  for  them  to  cover  the  ground,  from 
Hyde  Park  to  Charlestown,  absolutely  impossible. 
Of  course,  as  has  been  said,  no  system  can  be 
invented  but  what  somebody  will  try  to  beat  it, 
and  will  perhaps  succeed.  They  do,  of  course,  take 
grocery  orders  and  sell  them.  They  get  what 
they  can,  and  a  young  man  will  go  around  with 
a  car  with  those  orders,  fill  up  an  automobile  and 
carry  the  stuff  off.  There  should  be  somebody 
on  duty  at  the  chain  stores  to  see  how  the  thing 
operates.  If  the  city  officials  are  sincere  in  their 
desire  to  attend  to  the  business  of  the  public 
properly,  they  can  devise  a  system  whereby  the 
thing  can  be  done  honestly  and  efficiently.  It 
is  done  in  the  Soldiers'  Relief  Department.  They 
have  devised  a  way  there  whereby  the  thing  can 
be  handled,  and  the  same  thing  can  be  done  in 
the  Public  Welfare  Department  if  they  so  desire. 
But  certain  individuals  do  not  desire  to  carry 
out  a  proper  program.  Sooner  or  later,  Mr. 
President,  the  thing  is  going  to  be  split  wide 
open.  That  cannot  be  delayed  much  longer. 
When  the  time  comes,  the  defence  of  the  trustees 
of  the  Public  Welfare  will  amount  to  nothing 
in  the  end,  because  this  is  a  question  that  must 
and  will  be  met.  It  has  to  be  met,  and  it  will 
be  met,  and  it  should  be  met  by  this  City  Council. 
We  should  insist  on  more  visitors.  1  urged  the 
Council  not  to  approve  the  budget,  earlier.  I 
urged  and  did  my  best  to  hold  up  that  item. 
But  the  members  of  the  Council  went  ahead  in 
their  own  way,  and  the  majority  rode  over  the 
entire  body  roughshod.  It  was  my  purpose 
that  the  Mayor  should  be  brought  before  us  or 
we  should  go  before  him  and  ask  for  an  additional 
force  of  visitors.  Unless  that  is  done,  we  will 
have  serious  trouble,  and  it  cannot  be  long  de- 
layed. Nobody  hears  about  the  one  hundred 
eighty-five  men  thrown  out  of  employment  the 
other  night  because  there  was  no  money,  every 
one  of  them  married  men  with  families.  What 
is  going  to  happen  to  them?  Mr.  President, 
a  proper  program  must  be  carried  out.  Here 
is  a  situation  which  affects  every  district  of  this 
city.  I  know  in  the  West  End  city  yards  there 
were  seventeen  men  dropped,  only  one  coming  from 
the  ward  I  represent — ten  from  East  Boston,  two 
from  Ward  8,  two  from  Ward  9,  two  from  Ward 
10,  and  one  from  the  district  I  represent.  I 
heard  some  of  the  hard  luck  stories  from  the 
foreman  of  the  yard.  Some  of  those  men  have 
five  or  six  children.  We  were  told  that  if  we 
passed  the  budget  proper  consideration  would 
be  paid  to  all  those  men.  But  what  considers, 
tion  was  given  to  them?  Certainly  somebody 
deceived  the  Council,  either  the  people  con- 
nected with  the  Public  Works  Department  or 
somebody  else,  and  these  men  are  now  ruthlessly 
thrown  out  of  their  places.  There  are  a  good  many 
things  that  will  have  to  be  considered,  lhat 
sort  of  thing  means  unhappiness  in  families, 
sometimes  the  separation  of  husband  and  wife 
and  the  casting  away  of  children.  Men  do  a 
lot  of  things  in  a  temporary  moment  of  despond- 
ency. Well,  certainly  something  should  have 
been  done,  but  not  a  thing  was  done,  when  we 
had  the  budget  before  us.  We  do  have  powers 
that  we  can  exercise,  and  we  do  not  exercise 
them.  Of  course,  in  all  these  matters  there  will 
have  to  be  a  day  of  reckoning.  You  see  what 
conditions  are  all  over  the  country.  And  we 
knew  what  conditions  were  apt  to  be  here.  Still, 
when  we  have  the  power,  we  do  not  exercise  it. 
Without  the  vote  of  the  members  of  the  City 
Council  money  cannot  be  appropriated.  As 
we  look  over  the  history  of  past  city  governments 
we  see  that  they  were  bigger  men  than  some  ot 
the  men  of  today,  as  yet,  when  they  did  not  do  as 
they  should,  they  were  brought  to  their  knees. 
Perhaps  we  will  pass  out  of  the  picture,  and 
somebody  else  will  continue  on.  But  some 
consideration  should  be  given  to  such  matters 
as  those  we  have  been  considering  here  today. 
Don't  let  everything  go  by  simply  because  these 
public  trustees  and  other  officials  are  good  fellows. 
There  is  a  responsibility  that  must  be  recognized 
in  these  matters.  I  say  now  that  the  fault  is  not 
with  the  visitors,  and  they  should  not  be  blamed. 
There  are  thousands  and  thousands  of  cases  to 
be  handled,  and  only  a  small  board  of  visitors. 
Why,  we  are  told  by  one  of  the  members  here 
that  there  are  eight  hundred  cases  in  his  ward. 
It  is  a  joke  for  a  few  visitors  to  even  think  ot 
handling  any  such  number  of  cases  as  they  have 
to  handle.  Three  a  day  is  good  work.  Who 
is  to  blame  for  that?  The  trustees  of  the  Public 
Welfare.  I  never  believed  in  these  unpaid  boards 
We  should  have  a  paid  board   there.     It  should 


be  a  paid  board,  Mr.  President  and  gentlemen. 
Where  they  are  spending  millions  of  the  city's 
money  and  where  they  are  giving  their  time  to 
the  work,  they  should  be  paid.  I  understand 
also  that  some  of  these  trustees  hold  themselves 
up,  that  you  cannot  go  and  see  them.  I  have 
no  proof  of  that  and  don't  want  to  go  into  detail, 
but  sooner  or  later  I  predict  that  there  will  be 
an  investigation  and  that  this  Board  will  be 
split  wide  open.  The  visitors,  I  repeat,  are  not 
to  blame.  I  do  not  blame  them.  In  my  opinion 
they  are  100  per  cent.  But  when  you  speak  to 
them  privately,  they  tell  you  their  difficulties. 
How  can  they  handle  all  these  cases?  It  is 
impossible  to  do  it,  Mr.  President  and  gentlemen. 
They  should  be  given  more  assistance,  more 
help,  and  we  are  to  blame  for  it,  because  if  we 
had  held  up  the  appropriation  and  refused  to 
pass  it  until  we  had  an  understanding  with  the 
Mayor,  he  would  have  had  to  put  in  more  visitors, 
a  thing  that  is  absolutely  needed,  and  we  would 
be  doing  some  good.  Why,  one  case  came  to 
my  attention  where  the  family  spent  $1,300  for  a 
funeral,  and  then  went  around  and  asked  for  aid. 
There  is  no  common  sense  in  spending  $1,300 
for  a  burial  and  then  expecting  the  City  of  Boston 
to  support  them.  I  suppose  in  all  these  cases 
the  average  member  of  the  Council  will  go  down 
and  demand  assistance  and  they  will  receive  aid. 
But  I  could  not  do  that  injustice,  when  they  had 
paid  $1,300  for  the  burial.  It  was  outrageous 
and  I  do  not  see  how  any  member  of  the  Council 
could  stand  for  that  sort  of  thing.  But  we  have 
now  got  into  the  situation,  and  the  Council  mem- 
bers '  are  partly  to  blame.  The  President  Qf 
the  Council  has  the  proper  idea,  and  we  will 
have  to  come  to  it.  We  will  have  to  get  the 
cases,  not  the  names,  by  precincts.  I  come 
from  a  very  big  ward,  and  still  I  don't  think  I 
have  had  three  eases  come  to  see  me  from  the 
North  End  of  Boston.  There  are,  however,  many 
cases  where  people  are  in  need,  and  there  are  other 
cases  where  they  are  simply  using  it  as  a  racket. 
There  was  one  case,  brought  out  by  investiga- 
tion through  the  Assessing  Department,  where 
a  person  who  was  doing  this  sort  of  thing  and 
making  a  lot  of  money  moved  out  and  bought  a 
nice  little  house  in  the  suburbs  of  Boston.  You 
may  say  that  is  one  case,  but,  while  that  is  one 
case,  perhaps  there  are  many  more;  and,  on  the 
other  hand,  you  have  many  poor  men  and  women, 
with  sick  children,  families  with  sick  husbands 
or  wives,  who  should  receive  aid  that  they  are 
not  getting.  I  tell  you,  if  a  proper  investigation 
is  made  it  will  uncover  hundreds  of  cases.  But 
the  visitors  cannot  at  the  present  time  give  the 
proper  investigation,  because  there  are  not  enough 
of  them.  With  eight  hundred  cases  in  the  ward 
of  the  gentleman  who  offers  this  order,  and  with 
thousands  of  cases  all  over  the  city,  how  can  a 
few  visitors  be  expected  to  attend  to  the  work 
properly?  Is  it  possible  for  one  visitor,  for 
example,   to  cover  eight  hundred   cases? 

Coun.  BUSH — Mr.  President,  I  am  happy  to 
say  that  the  councilor  from  the  West  End  has 
corroborated  some  of  my  statements.  But  I  will 
state  for  his  benefit  that  I  never  met  Mr.  Hecht 
of  the  Public  Welfare  Department  in  my  life  until 
he  appeared  before  my  committee,  and  I  have  not 
seen  him  since  that  day.  In  justice  and  fair  play 
to  Mr.  Hecht,  however,  I  want  to  challenge  the 
statement  made  by  the  councilor  from  the  West 
End  relative  to  dismissal  from  the  Board  by  the 
previous  administration.  According  to  my  recol- 
lection, and  I  believe  I  am  correct,  the  dismissal 
did  not  result  from  any  expose  of  a  newspaper  in 
the  City  of  Boston.  If  my  memory  serves  me 
correctly,  the  Mayor  issued  an  order  that  the 
budget  of  the  Public  Welfare  Department  should 
be  reduced  by  a  considerable  amount,  and  the 
chairman  of  the  Public  Welfare  Board,  Mr.  Hecht, 
issued  a  statement  saying  that  in  order  to  reduce 
the  Public  Welfare  budget  they  would  be  com- 
pelled to  cut  down  the  allowances  in  all  cases  under 
his  jurisdiction.  When  that  became  public  the 
Mayor  then  passed  the  buck  to  the  chairman  of 
the  Public  Welfare  Board  and  wanted  him  to  take 
the  blame  for  that  cut.  The  chairman  stood  up 
on  his  hind  legs,  having  plenty  of  red  blood  in  his 
body,  and  said  "No,"  that  he  would  not  take  the 
blame,  that  he  would  put  it  where  it  belonged,  on 
the  Mayor;  whereupon  the  Mayor  dismissed  him. 
That  is  the  real  story  of  his  dismissal  from  the 
Board,  because  he  wouldn't  take  the  buck  passed 
to  him  by  the  Mayor  after  the  Mayor  had  tried  to 
reduce  the  Public  Welfare  budget  and  found  that 
it  was  not  a  popular  meausre. 
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Coun.  FITZGERALD— Mr.  President,  the 
councilor  may  be  right,  but  I  still  adhere  to  my 
statement  that  it  was  the  article  in  the  Boston 
Globe  that  brought  it  about,  and  that  it  was  not 
brought  about  until  that  article  appeared  in  the 
newspaper.  I  think  the  files  will  prove  that.  I 
may  be  wrong,  but  that  is  a  matter  that  can  be 
corroborated. 

Coun.  HEIN — Mr.  President,  I  believe  the 
councilor  from  the  West  End  stated  that  it  was 
the  Globe.  As  I  recollect,  it  was  the  Post.  I 
simply  desire  to  make  that  correction. 

Coun.  RUBY — Mr.  President,  I  would  like  to 
have  the  councilor  from  the  West  End  answer  this 
question,  if  he  can.  How  many  Overseers  of  the 
Public  Welfare  Board  were  dismissed,  as  he  recalls 
it,  at  the  time  Mr.  Simon  E.  Hecht  was  deposed 
as  a  member  of  the  body? 

Coun.  FITZGERALD— If  my  recollection  is  not 
at  fault,  the  entire  Board  was  removed.  That  is 
my  recollection. 

Coun.  WILSON — Mr.  President,  I  am  not  going 
to  depend  on  recollection  or  upon  what  appeared 
in  the  Boston  Post  or  the  Boston  Globe,  but  am 
going  to  refer  to  a  publication  which  does  not  go 
into  the  homes,  namely,  the  City  Council  minutes, 
referring  to  the  meeting  of  August  4,  1930.  We 
have  had  a  lot  of  talk  here  as  to  whether  the 
Council  is  receiving  proper  information  from  the 
Public  Welfare  Board,  and  I  would  call  the  atten- 
tion of  the  members  of  the  Council  and  of  you, 
Mr.  President,  to  the  report  of  the  Committee  on 
Appropriations  on  the  supplementary  budget,  of 
August  4,  1930,  the  report  being  signed  by  Coun- 
cilors Bush,  Donovan,  Fitzgerald,  Green,  McGrath, 
Ruby,  and  myself  as  chairman.  At  that  time  we 
quoted  a  talk  that  we  had  had  with  Mr.  McCarthy 
of  the  Public  Welfare  Department,  and  we  quoted 
him,  I  think  correctly,  to  the  effect  that  he  could 
furnish  to  the  Council,  preferably  in  the  autumn 
of  the  year,  after  a  few  days'  work,  what  we  re- 
quired. I  would  call  the  Council's  attention  to 
the  fact  that  the  order  which  we  passed  as  long 
ago  as  August  4,  1930,  in  line  with  that  suggestion, 
reads  as  follows: 

"Ordered,  That  the  Public  Welfare  Department, 
through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  be,  and  said  depart- 
ment hereby  is,  respectfully  requested  to  advise 
the  City  Council  before  the  close  of  the  current 
year,  and  as  of  any  date  most  convenient  for  the 
department,  and  by  precincts, —  one,  the  number 
of  families,  and,  two,  the  number  of  individuals  as 
of  such  date  receiving  (a)  temporary  aid,  or  (b) 
substantially  permanent  aid,  and,  also,  three,  the 
amount." 

Now,  I  make  the  suggestion,  since  there  has 
been  so  much  talk  back  and  forth  as  to  whether 
the  Public  Welfare  Department  ever  receives  our 
messages,  that  we  send  for  Mr.  McCarthy  or  some 
representative  of  the  department  for  a  show-down 
this  afternoon  on  at  least  one  item,  namely,  the 
order  that  went  through  this  body  on  August  4, 
1930,  and  ask  how  far  along  they  have  gone  in 
that  matter. 

The  order  offered  by  Coun.  Dowd  was  passed 
under  suspension  of  the  rule. 

Coun.  WILSON — Mr.  President,  may  I  make 
that  request,  that  we  send  for  a  representative  of 
the  Public  Welfare  Department,  to  appear  before 
us  in  executive  session,  and  ask  whether  that 
work,  which  would  require  a  few  days,  has  yet 
commenced,  or  whether  it  has  been  completed? 

Coun.  Wilson's  motion,  that  Secretary  Mc- 
Carthy, or  some  representative  of  the  Public  Wel- 
fare Board,  be  invited  to  appear  today  before  the 
Executive  Committee  of  the  Council,  was  carried. 


TIME    FOR     MEN     SEEKING     WORK. 

Coun.  DOWD  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Overseers  of  the  Public 
Welfare  be  requested,  through  the  Acting  Mayor, 
to  allow  those  receiving  aid  from  said  department 
more  time  off  in  order  to  enable  them  to  seek 
work. 

Coun.  DOWD — Mr.  President,  under  the  present 
rule  of  the  Overseers  of  Public  Welfare,  men  re- 
ceiving money  from  them  are  compelled  to  go  to 
various  city  yards  to  work.  I  don't  object  to  that 
in  any  sense  whatsoever,  but  I  have  in  mind  this 
fact,  that,  while  they  actually  work  only  three  days 
in  the  week,  on  the  other  days  they  are  compelled 
to  report  to  Leverett  street  and  stay  around  three 
or  four  hours,  killing  possibly  the  entire  day,  with 
the  result  that  those  men  are  utterly  unable  to 
procure  or  look  for  work  outside  that  would  tak^, 


them  off  the  Public  Welfare  rolls.  I  have  in  mind 
one  particular  case  of  a  man  with  two  children  and 
a  wife,  one  of  the  children  bringing  in  S10  a  week. 
They  allow  the  family  $4  in  cash.  This  man  lives 
in  Dorchester  and  is  compelled  to  go  to  Jamaica 
Plain  three  days  a  week  and  the  other  days  he 
reports  at  Leverett  street.  For  the  five  days  he 
has  to  pay  $1  in  carfare.  It  seems  as  though  the 
Public  Welfare  Department  might  devise  some  plan 
of  obviating  that  hardship. 

Coun.  WILSON — Mr.  President,  I  am  inter- 
ested in  that  order  offered  by  the  gentleman  from 
Roxbury,  due  to  the  fact  that  a  few  days  ago  I  was 
waiting  in  the  Superior  Criminal  Court  for  a  case 
to  be  reached  and  saw  a  defendant  from  Roxbury, 
I  believe,  brought  into  the  dock,  before  Judge 
Williams,  for  nonsupport.  The  Probation  Officer 
held  the  usual  whispered  session  at  the  bench  with 
the  Judge,  and  the  man  drew  out  one  of  the  famous 
yellow  calling  cards  presented  at  the  Public  Welfare 
Department  office  and  tried  without  success  to 
explain  the  system,  if  any.  He  was  being  criticized 
by  the  Probation  Officer  because  of  his  lack  of 
knowledge  of  the  system  down  there  and  for  his 
failure  to  obtain  work,  by  the  Judge,  and  in  his 
confused  and  rather  ignorant  way  he  was  trying  to 
explain  that  he  had  to  report  at  various  hours  of  the 
day  on  various  days  in  the  week — I  believe  they  do 
give  them  Sunday  off! — and  told  about  the  difficul- 
ties that  he  had  going  back  and  forth  from  his 
home  to  the  yard.  The  whole  thing  was  very 
unsatisfactory,  and  they  sent  him  away.  I  took 
the  trouble  to  speak  to  Judge  Williams  about  it, 
explaining  the  situation  as  best  I  could,  stating 
how  the  man  was  required  to  report  there  at  certain 
hours  and  at  such  times  was  unable  to  look  for 
work  elsewhere,  while  he  was  on  the  list,  because 
they  have  the  thing  so  arranged  that  if  a  man  is 
going  to  be  able  to  get  any  work  at  all  he  must 
report  at  these  different  times  in  that  way— for 
example,  we  will  say,  at  eight  o'clock  one  morning, 
at  four  another  day,  and  so  on,  checking  in — a 
plan  which  automatically  perpetuates  the  dole 
system  in  the  City  of  Boston. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


CONTINUED  EMPLOYMENT  OF 
TEMPORARY   MEN. 

Coun.  DOWD  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Acting  Mayor  be  requested 
to  continue  the  employment  of  the  temporary  men 
who    are    scheduled    to    be    discharged    on    June 
fifth. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


ADDITIONAL  EMPLOYEES,  BOARD  OF 
PUBLIC   WELFARE. 

Coun.  NORTON  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Board  of  Public  Welfare, 
through  the  Acting  Mayor,  notify  the  Council  at 
its  earliest  opportunity  of  the  number  of  additional 
employees  necessary  to  properly  investigate  the 
various  applicants  seeking  aid  from  the  City  of 
Boston  so  that  no  needy  person  or  family  shall 
suffer  nor  the  finances  of  the  city  be  squandered 
on  persons  or  families  not  actually  in  need. 

Coun.  NORTON— Mr.  President,  there  is  no 
city  in  America  where  this  same  fault  cannot  be 
found  today  in  the  matter  of  handling  applications 
of  those  seeking  aid  from  welfare  departments. 
That  is  on  account  of  the  time  of  depression  in 
which  we  are  now  living.  I  believe  the  employees 
of  that  department  will  agree  with  me  that  there 
is  not  sufficient  help,  under  the  circumstances,  at 
the  present  time.  Personally,  I  believe  the  force 
should  be  at  least  doubled. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 

OPPOSITION   TO   SENATE    BILL  529. 

Coun.  NORTON  offered  the  following: 
Resolved,  That  the  Boston  City  Council  records 
its  opposition  to  the  passage  of  Senate  529  or  of 
any  similar  legislation  which  would  grant  to  private 
interests  the  right  to  construct  and  own  bridges, 
tunnels  or  connecting  highways  in  the  City  of 
Boston  and  charge  tolls  for  the  use  of  them;  or 
which  would  give  said  private  interests  the  power 
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of  eminent  domain  to  acquire  the  property  of  the 
citizens  of  Boston,  and  also  to  acquire  public 
property  belonging  to  the  City  of  Boston,  such  as 
parks,  playgrounds  and  highways,  without  the 
consent  of  said  city;  and  which  would  give  said 
interests  the  privilege  of  constructing  causeways, 
drawbridges  or  other  interferences  with  naviga- 
tion and  with  the  enjoyment  of  the  waters  of 
Dorchester  bay;  and  which  would  lend  the  state's 
credit  to  such  private  enterprise  and  compel  pay- 
ment of  deficits  by  the  Commonwealth. 

Coun.  NORTON— Mr.  President,  if  Senate 
Bill  No.  529  is  passed  by  the  Legislature  it  will 
permit  a  private  corporation  to  construct  the 
Boston-Hull  Bridge,  it  would  permit  nine  indi- 
viduals, several  of  whom  are  not  citizens  of  this 
state,  to  incorporate  as  a  company  "for  the  pur- 
pose of  constructing,  acquiring,  owning,  main- 
taining and  operating  bridges  and  tunnels  and 
connecting  ways,  and  the  approaches  thereto, 
within  any  or  all  of  the  counties  of  Suffolk,  Nor- 
folk and  Plymouth,  for  the  use  of  vehicular  and 
pedestrian  traffic,  street  railways,  electric  and  gas 
transmission  lines  and  other  public  and  private 
purposes,  and  to  charge  and  collect  tolls  and 
rentals  therefor  .  .  ."  The  corporation  could 
not  be  terminated  by  the  Commonwealth  without 
the  consent  of  the  corporation.  The  company 
would  be  permitted  to  construct  a  bridge  or  tunnel 
and  connecting  ways  from  Boston  to  Hull.  The 
exact  location  and  the  type  of  structure  are  not 
specified,  except  that  it  would  start  at  or  near  Old 
Colony  Parkway  not  less  than  one-half  mile  south 
of  Columbus  Circle,  and  end  at  Sunset  Point  in 
Hull.  It  would  touch  Squantum,  Houghs  Neck, 
Grape  Island  in  Weymouth,  Crow  Point  in 
Hingham  and  Nantasket  Beach  in  Hull.  The 
company  would  be  permitted  to  borrow  $25,000,000 
and  issue  bonds,  with  any  interest  rate  up  to  5| 
per  cent;  to  sell  at  not  less  than  95  per  cent  of  face 
value,  and  to  mature  at  any  time  up  to  forty 
years.  All  the  details  regarding  these  bonds 
would  be  determined  by  the  company  without  any 
supervision  by  the  state  except  that  the  "principal 
amounts"  would  be  subject  to  the  approval  of  the 
State  Department  of  Public  Works.  The  com- 
pany would  be  permitted  to  acquire  land  by  pur- 
chase or  by  eminent  domain.  If  by  purchase,  no 
government  supervision  of  any  kind  would  be  re- 
quired; the  company  could  buy  any  land  at  any 
price.  If  by  eminent  domain,  the  State  Depart- 
ment of  Public  Works  would  certify  as  to  the  need 
for  the  taking,  but  no  supervision  as  to  price  would 
be  required.  (Section  5  contains  a  provision  that 
the  State  Department  of  Public  Works  must  ap- 
prove the  sufficiency  of  any  provision  made  for 
compensating  owners  when  their  property  is  ac- 
quired, but  thiB  is  not  deemed  an  effective  control 
over  price.)  The  company  would  be  permitted  to 
take  either  public  or  private  lands  by  eminent 
domain.  It  could  step  in  and  take  Savin  Hill 
Beach  and  the  City  of  Boston  would  be  powerless 
to  interfere.  In  fact,  nowhere  in  the  act  is  the 
city  government  of  Boston  given  recognition.  The 
company  would  be  permitted  to  run  its  bridge  over 
any  public  land  and  it  need  not  pay  any  compensa- 
tion for  it.  The  location  and  type  of  structure 
would  be  determined  by  the  company,  subject  to 
the  approval  of  the  State  Department  of  Public 
Works,  the  Boston  Port  Authority  (as  to  location 
only)  and  the  War  Department.  So  far  as  the 
City  of  Boston  is  concerned,  it  would  be  powerless 
to  prevent  a  causeway  or  a  low-level  bridge  being 
built  in  Dorchester  Bay,  or  to  prevent  a  draw- 
bridge being  built  across  the  channel  leading  into 
Neponset  River.  After  having  obtained  approval 
of  "general  plans"  from  the  State  Department  of 
Public  Works,  the  company  would  be  permitted 
to  construct  the  bridge,  subject  only  to  the  "gen- 
eral supervision"  of  the  department.  That  word 
"general"  is  ambiguous  and  meaningless  in  prac- 
tical effect.  The  company  would  be  permitted  to 
make  any  contract  at  any  price  with  no  effective 
supervision.  Then,  having  borrowed  $25,000,000 
with  no  state  supervision,  having  spent  it  for  ac- 
quisition of  land  and  for  construction  work  with 
little,  if  any,  effective  state  supervision,  what 
would  happen?  The  state  would  step  in,  operate 
the  bridge  through  a  board  of  public  trustees,  and 
try  through  the  collection  of  tolls  to  pay  off  in- 
terest and  retirement  charges  on  that  debt  which 
it  had  no  part  in  incurring,  as  well  as  to  pay 
maintenance  charges.  If  it  should  fail  to  make 
both  ends  meet,  if  the  tolls  should  be  insufficient 
to  pay  the  cost  of  service,  then  the  deficit  would 
come  out  of  the  state  treasury  and  the  City  of 
Boston  would  be  called  on  to  pay  a  major  portion 
of  the  deficit.     That  is  a  point  not  incorporated  in 


the  bill.  But  the  answer  is  obvious.  The  trustees 
would  fix  a  toll  schedule.  If  the  bridge  does  not 
bring  in  enough  revenue  they  must  increase  the 
toll.  They  cannot  exercise  their  judgment  and 
bring  in  more  revenue  by  lower  tolls.  For  ex- 
ample, if  annual  costs  should  be  $2,500,000,  and  it 
is  estimated  that  5,000,000  vehicles  would  use  the 
bridge,  the  toll  would  be  fixed  at  50  cents  a  vehicle. 
But  if  the  first  year  of  operation  brought  only 
4,000,000  vehicles,  the  revenue  would  be  only 
$2,000,000  and  the  deficit  would  be  $500,000. 
The  trustees  would  be  compelled  to  increase  the 
toll  to  75  cents  so  as  to  bring  in  $3,000,000  the 
next  year.  Now,  it  is  elementary  that  if  you  can- 
not get  enough  vehicles  at  50  cents,  you  will  get 
still  less  at  75  cents.  What  would  happen  after 
the  second  year?  The  number  of  vehicles  would 
decrease,  the  deficit  is  likely  to  increase,  and  the 
trustees  would  be  compelled  to  raise  the  toll  again. 
The  order  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Rules. 


CATCH-BASIN,   CAMBRIDGE   STREET. 

Coun.  FITZGERALD  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor, 
to  provide  for  the  construction  of  a  catch-basin  in 
front  of  the  Bowdoin  Square  Firehouse  on  Cam- 
bridge street,  Ward  3. 
Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


APPRECIATION   OF  AIR   MANEUVERS. 

Coun.  CURTIS  offered  the  following: 
Resolved,  That  the  City  Council  of  Boston 
hereby  expresses  their  appreciation  and  the  appre- 
ciation of  the  citizens  of  Boston  for  the  splendid 
demonstration  of  air  maneuvers  which  took  place 
in  Boston  yesterday  under  the  direction  of  the 
War  Department  of  the  United  States. 
Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


WARD   19    IMPROVEMENTS. 

Coun.  MURRAY  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,    That    the    Commissioner    of    Public 
Works  be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor, 
to  repave  with  smooth  pavement  Dresden  street, 
Ward  19. 


Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor, 
to  repave  with  smooth  pavement  Danforth  street, 
Ward  19. 

Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Works 
make  a  sidewalk  along  Dresden  street,  both  sides, 
from  Boylston  street  to  Spring  Park  avenue.  Ward 
19,  in  front  of  the  estates  bordering  thereon:  said 
sidewalk  to  be  from  3  to  10  inches  above  the  gutter 
adjoining,  to  be  from  5  to  12  feet  in  width,  and  to 
be  built  of  artificial  stone,  with  granite  edgestoncs, 
under  the  provisions  of  chapter  196  of  the  Special 
Acts  of  1917. 

Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  make  a  sidewalk  along  Danforth  street, 
both  sides,  from  Wyman  street  to  Boylston  street, 
Ward  19,  in  front  of  the  estates  bordering  thereon; 
said  sidewalk  to  be  from  3  to  10  inches  above  the 
gutter  adjoining,  to  be  from  5  to  12  feet  in  width, 
and  to  be  built  of  artificial  stone,  with  granite  edge- 
stones,  under  the  provisions  of  chapter  196  of  the 
Special  Acts  of  1917. 

Severally  passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


ALLOWANCE  FOR  RIFLE  RANGE. 

Coun.  KELLY  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Buildings  be  requested,  through  the  Acting  Mayor, 
to  increase  from  seven  thousand  dollars  to  eight 
thousand  dollars  the  allowance  for  the  use  of 
the  rifle  range  at  Wakefield,  in  order  that  the 
boys  in  the  National  Guard  from  Boston  will 
have  as  good  an  opportunity  to  use  the  riflo 
range  as  the  boys  in  the  National  Guard  from 
adjoining  cities  and  towns. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 
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CITY    COUNCIL. 


FENCE   AT   RONAN   PARK. 

Coun.  KELLY  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,    That    the    Park    Commission    be    re- 
quested, through  the  Acting  Mayor,  to  erect  a  fence 
to  inclose  the  Monsignor  Peter  Ronan  memorial  in 
Ronan  Park,  to  prevent  its  defacement  by  children. 
Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


WARD    17    IMPROVEMENTS. 

Coun.  WILSON  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,    That   the   Board    of    Street   Commis- 
sioners be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor, 
to  accept  and  lay  out  Branch  street,  Ward  17,  as  a 
public  highway. 

Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public- 
Works  make  a  sidewalk  along  Capen  street,  east 
side,  from  Fuller  street  to  Fairmount  street,  Ward 
17,  in  front  of  the  estates  bordering  thereon;  said 
sidewalk  to  be  from  3  to  10  inches  above  the  gutter 
adjoining,  to  be  from  5  to  12  feet  in  width,  and  to 
be  built  of  artificial  stone,  with  granite  edgestones, 
under  the  provisions  of  chapter  196  of  the  Special 
Acts  of  1917. 

Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  make  a  sidewalk  along  Capen  street,  west 
side,  from  Evans  street  to  Fairmount  street, 
Ward  17,  in  front  of  the  estates  bordering  thereon; 
said  sidewalk  to  be  from  3  to  10  inches  above  the 
gutter  adjoining,  to  be  from  5  to  12  feet  in  width, 
and  to  be  built  of  artificial  stone,  with  granite 
edgestones,  under  the  provisions  of  chapter  196 
of  the  Special  Acts  of  1917. 

Severally  passed  under  a  suspension  of  the  rule. 


CONSTABLES'    FEES. 

Coun.  WILSON  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Corporation  Counsel,  through 
his  Honor  the  Mayor,  be,  and  he  hereby  is,  respect- 
fully requested  to  advise  the  City  Council  forth- 
with in  detail  with  reference  to  the  fees  properly 
allowed  to  be  charged  under  the  law  by  constables 
authorized  by  the  City  of  Boston  to  serve  civil 
processes. 

Coun.  WILSON — Mr.  President,  my  purpose  in 
introducing  that  order  is  that  complaint  has  been 
made  in  regard  to  this  matter  from  a  number  of 
sources.  Many  constables  are  held  up  because  of 
the  charges  they  make,  and  there  seems  to  be  a 
great  deal  of  misunderstanding  and  confusion,  due 
to  the  fact  that,  much  to  my  surprise,  there  seems 
to  be  no  standard  rate  for  service  of  process.  So 
I  thought  it  might  be  of  some  assistance  to  con- 
stables to  find  out,  if  we  can,  through  the  Corpora- 
tion Counsel,  just  what  the  facts  are. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


PLAYGROUND,    DUNBAR   AVENUE 
SECTION. 

Coun.  WILSON  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  sixty  thousand  dollars 
be,  and  the  same  hereby  is,  appropriated,  to  be 
expended  under  the  direction  of  the  Park  Com- 
mission, for  the  construction  of  buildings  and 
general  laying  out  and  improvement  of  the  new- 
public  playground  in  the  Dunbar  avenue  section 
of  Dorchester,  and  that  to  meet  such  expense  the 
City  Treasurer  be  authorized  to  issue,  from  time 
to  time,  at  the  request  of  the  Mayor,  bonds  or 
certificates  of  indebtedness  of  the  City  to  said 
amount. 

Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 

Later  in  the  session  Coun.  WILSON  said: 
Mr.  President,  having  in  mind  the  suggestion  by 
the  chairman  of  the  Finance  Committee  that  many 
of  the  members  will  leave  after  we  go  into  executive 
session,  if  there  is  no  objection  by  the  chairman  of 
the  Finance  Committee,  I  would  ask  reconsidera- 
tion of  the  reference  of  that  loan  order  just  offered 
by  me  to  the  Executive  Committee,  the  order  con- 
cerning Dunbar  Avenue  Playground,  and  if  recon- 
sideration prevails,  I  would  move  that  the  order 
take  its  first  reading  at  this  time.  I  understand 
the  amount  suggested  is  very  much  less  than  the 
Park  Commissioners  say  is  enough  to  properly 
equip  the  playground.     I  would  more  than  appre- 


ciate having  the  order  acted  upon  at  this  time,  if 
many  members  are  leaving  after  the  executive 
session. 

Coun.  BUSH— Mr.  President,  in  veiw  of  the 
urgency  of  the  matter  and  the  desire  of  the  coun- 
cilor to  get  prompt  action  upon  his  order,  the  chair- 
man of  the  Finance  Committee  will  not  object  to 
a  reconsideration  of  the  reference  at  this  time. 

The  action  referring  the  order  to  the  Executive 
Committee  was  reconsidered,  and  the  order  was 
given  its  first  reading  and  passage,  yeas  18,  nays  0. 


ORDINANCE      PROHIBITING      UNNECES- 
SARY  NOISES. 
Coun.  WILSON  offered  the  following: 
An  Ordinance  Prohibiting  Certain  Unnecessary 
Noises. 
Be  it  ordained  by  the  City  Council  of  Boston,  as 
follows: 
Section   1.     No  person  owning  or  having  the 
care,  custody  or  possession  of  any  musical  instru- 
ment,   radio   set,   phonograph,    victrola    or   other 
machine  or  device  for  producing   or  reproducing 
sound  shall  operate  or  use  or  permit  to  be  operated 
or  used  such  machine  or  device  in  such  a  manner  as 
to  disturb  the  peace  and  comfort  of  the  neighboring 
inhabitants,  or  at  any  time  with  louder  volume  than 
is  necessary  for  convenient  hearing  for  the  person 
or  persons  who  are  in  the  room  or  chamber  in  which 
such  machine  or  device  is  operated  and  who  are 
voluntary  listeners  thereto.     The  operation  of  any 
such    machine    or   device    between    the    hours    of 
twelve  o'clock  midnight  and  seven  o'clock  a.  m.  in 
such  a  manner  as  to  be  plainly  audible  at  a  distance 
of  one  hundred  feet  from  the  building  or  structure 
in  which  it  is  located  shall  be  prima  facie  evidence 
of  a  violation  of  this  ordinance.     Nothing  herein 
contained  shall  be  construed  to  prohibit  playing  by 
a  band  or  orchestra  in  a  hall,  building  or  in  the 
open  air,  but  this  exception  shall  not  apply  to  a 
reproduction  of  such  playing  by  any  machine  or 
device. 

Sect.  2.  Any  person,  firm  or  corporation  vio- 
lating the  provisions  of  this  ordinance  shall  be 
subject  to  a  penalty  not  exceeding  twenty  dollars 
for  each  offence. 

Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 


LOANS   FOR   STREET   RECONSTRUCTION. 

On  motion  of  Coun.  MURRAY  the  Council 
took  up,  under  unfinished  business,  Nos.  5  and  6 
on  the  calendar,  viz.: 

5.  Ordered,  That  under  the  authority  of 
chapter  249  of  the  Acts  of  1931,  the  sum  of  $500,000 
be,  and  the  same  hereby  is,  appropriated,  to  be 
expended  by  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Works 
for  Reconstruction  of  Streets  and  that  to  meet  said 
appropriation  the  City  Treasurer  be  authorized  to 
issue,  from  time  to  time,  on  request  of  the  Mayor, 
bonds  or  certificates  of  indebtedness  of  the  City 
of  Moston  to  said  amount. 

On  May  11,  1931,  the  foregoing  order  was  read 
once  and  passed,  yeas  21,  nays  0. 

6.  Ordered,  That  under  the  authority  of  chapter 
249  of  the  Acts  of  19:11,  the  sum  of  $500,000  be, 
and  the  same  hereby  is.  appropriated,  to  be 
expended  by  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Works, 
for  Reconstruction  of  Streets,  and  that  to  meet 
said  appropriation  the  City  Treasurer  be  authorized 
to  issue,  from  time  to  time,  on  request  of  the  Mavor, 
bonds  or  certificates  of  indebtedness  of  the  City 
of  Boston  to  said  amount,  the  same  to  be  issued 
outside  the  limit  of  indebtedness. 

On  May  11,  1931,  the  foregoing  order  was  read 
once  and  passed,  yeas  21,  nays  0. 

The  orders  were  severally  given  their  second 
and  final  reading  and  passage,  yeas  IS,  nays  0. 


NAMING     OF     CHRISTOPHER      F.      KING 
SQUARE. 

Coun.  KELLY  and  McGRATH  offered  the 
following: 

Ordered,  That  the  space  at  the  junction  of 
Columbia  road,  Bellevue  and  Glendale  streets  be 
named  Christopher  F.  King  square,  in  honor  of  said 
King,  who  died  recently  as  a  result  of  injuries 
received    during    the    World    War   and    who    was 
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decorated  for  his  bravery  while  serving  with  the 
104th  Machine  Gun  Battalion  in  the  front  line 
trenches. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


CONSTRUCTION  OF  SIDEWALKS,  WARD  10. 

Coun.  POWER  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  make  a  sidewalk  along  South  Huntington 
avenue,  both  sides,  from  Huntington  avenue  to 
Floydell  street,  Ward  10,  in  front  of  the  estates 
bordering  thereon;  said  sidewalk  to  be  from  3  to 
10  inches  above  the  gutter  adjoining,  to  be  from 
5  to  12  feet  in  width,  and  to  be  built  of  artificial 
stone,  with  granite  edgestones,  under  the  provi- 
sions of  chapter  196  of  the  Special  Acts  of  1917. 

Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Works 
make  a  sidewalk  along  Eldora  street,  both  sides, 
from  Hillside  street  to  Sunset  street,  Ward  10, 
in  front  of  the  estates  bordering  thereon;  said  side- 
walk to  be  from  3  to  10  inches  above  the  gutter 
adjoining,  to  be  from  5  to  12  feet  in  width,  and  to 
be  built  of  artificial  stone,  with  granite  edgestones, 
under  the  provisions  of  chapter  196  of  the  Special 
Acts  of  1917. 

Ordered  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  make  a  sidewalk  along  Forbes  street,  north 
side,  from  Centre  street  to  Chestnut  avenue, 
Ward  10,  in  front  of  the  estates  bordering  thereon; 
said  sidewalk  to  be  from  3  to  10  inches  above  the 
gutter  adjoining,  to  be  from  5  to  12  feet  in  width, 
and  to  be  built  of  artificial  stone,  with  granite 
edgestones,  under  the  provisions  of  chapter  196 
of  the  Special  Acts  of  1917. 

Severally  passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


PAYMENT   TO   JOHN   T.   CONLEY. 

Coun.  LYNCH,  for  Coun.  Mahoney,  offered  the 
following: 

Resolved,  That  the  City  Council  of  Boston 
approves  the  enactment  of  legislation  to  authorize 
the  city  to  pay  a  two-thirds  pension  to  John  T. 
Conley,  a  fireman  of  the  said  city  who  was  pen- 
sioned on  account  of  physical  disability 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


PAYMENT     TO      PARENTS     OF     TERESA 
KENNEDY. 

Coun.  LYNCH,  for  Coun.  Mahoney,  offered  the 
following: 

Resolved,  That  the  City  Council  of  Boston 
hereby  approves  the  enactment  of  legislation  to 
authorize  the  city  to  pay  a  sum  of  money  to  the 
parents  of  Teresa  Kennedy  who  was  killed  by  the 
breaking  of  a  swing  in  the  Sweeney  Playground. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


REPORTS  OF  FINANCE  COMMITTEE. 

Coun.  BUSH — Mr.  President,  in  view  of  the 
fact  that  some  of  the  members  desire  to  leave 
after  the  recess,  1  would  like  to  put  in  the  reports 
of  the  Finance  Committee  at  this  time. 

1.  Report  on  message  from  Mayor  and  order 
(referred  May  4)  appropriating  by  loan  order 
$40,000,  to  be  expended  under  the  direction  of 
the  Public  Works  Commissioner,  for  Albany  Street 
Bridge — that  the  same  ought  to  pass. 

Report  accepted  and  order  given  its  first  reading 
and  passage,  yeas  18,  nays  0. 

2.  Report  on  message  of  Mayor  and  order 
(referred  May  4)  for  appropriation  by  loan  order  of 
$25,000,  to  be  expended  under  the  direction  of 
the  Superintendent  of  Public  Buildings,  for  the 
construction  of  a  garage,  Station  14 — that  the 
same  ought  to  pass. 

Report  accepted;  said  order  given  its  first  reading 
and  passage,  yeas  18,  nays  0. 

3.  Report  on  order  (referred  May  4,  that 
chapter  271  of  the  Acts  of  1931,  entitled  "An  Act 
authorizing  the  City  of  Boston  to  borrow  money 
for  airport  purposes,"  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby, 
accepted — that  the  same  ought  to  pass. 

The  report  was  accepted  and  the  question  came 
on  the  passage  of  the  order. 


Coun.  DOWD — Mr.  President,  I  as  one  member 
would  appreciate  it  very  much  if  the  chairman  of 
the  Finance  Committee  would  explain  to  us  how 
the  money  is  to  be  spent.  I  realize  that  we  are 
now  dealing  simply  with  the  question  of  the  accept- 
ance of  the  act,  but  a  vote  for  the  acceptance  of 
the  act  today  implies,  if  we  are  to  go  through,  a 
vote  for  the  loan  order  when  presented.  Before  I 
vote  $1,250,000  for  airport  purposes  at  this  par- 
ticular time,  I  must  be  possessed  of  some  informa- 
tion in  regard  to  the  matter,  because  I  am  of  the 
opinion  that  the  appropriation  of  such  an  amount 
of  the  taxpayers'  money  at  this  particular  time 
would  mean  a  waste  of  at  least  half  a  million  dollars, 
and  possibly  more.  So,  before  action  is  taken,  I 
would  be  very  grateful  if  the  chairman  of  the  com- 
mittee will  state  to  us  what  they  actually  intend  to 
do  over  there.  If  we  are  simply  going  to  hear  the 
usual  cry,  that  it  is  to  relieve  unemployment,  after 
we  have  passed  an  order  appropriating  a  large  sum 
for  this  purpose,  it  will  probably  simply  mean  that 
some  contractor  will  go  in  with  a  dozen  machines 
and  forty  men  and  that,  so  far  as  relieving  unem- 
ployment is  concerned,  very  little  will  be  done.  I 
believe  the  Council  should  know  what  is  to  happen 
in  respect  to  the  million  and  a  quarter  dollars 
before  we  pass  this  order. 

Coun.  CURTIS— Mr.  President,  I  would  like  to 
ask  the  President  to  ask  our  clerk  whether  it  would 
follow  from  the  acceptance  of  this  act  that  there  is 
any  obligation  at  any  time  to  appropriate  the  full 
sum?  I  feel  personally  very  doubtful  about  the 
advisability  of  appropriating  the  full  amount  sug- 
gested, but  I  understand  that  that  question  is  not 
before  the  body  at  the  present  time.  I  would  like 
to  have  a  ruling  as  to  whether  my  understanding  is 
correct. 

President  McGRATH— The  Chair  will  rule  that 
the  acceptance  of  this  act  accepts  the  legislation, 
but  carries  no  obligation  on  the  part  of  the  Council 
to  appropriate  a  single  dollar. 

Coun.  CURTIS— I  would  move,  then,  Mr.  Pres. 
ident,  that  the  report  of  the  committee  be  accepted. 

The  report   was  accepted,   and  the  order  was 


SOLDIERS'   RELIEF. 

Coun.  NORTON,  for  the  Committee  on  Sol- 
diers' Relief,  submitted  report  recommending  pas- 
sage of  order  for  payment  of  aid  to  soldiers  and 
sailors  and  their  families  in  the  City  of  Boston  for 
the  month  of  May,  1931. 

Report  accepted;  said  order  passed. 


SIDEWALK   ON   HYDE   PARK   AVENUE. 

Coun.  NORTON  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Works 
make  a  sidewalk  along  Hyde  Park  avenue,  both 
sides,  from  Dana  avenue  to  New  Allen  street, 
Ward  18,  in  front  of  the  estates  bordering  thereon; 
said  sidewalk  to  be  from  3  to  10  inches  above  the 
gutter  adjoining,  to  be  from  5  to  12  feet  in  width, 
and  to  be  built  of  artificial  stone,  with  granite  edge- 
stones, under  the  provisions  Of  chapter  196  of  the 
Special  Acts  of  1917. 
Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


RECESS. 

On  motion  of  Coun.  WILSON,  the  Council 
voted,  at  4.22  p.  m.,  to  take  a  recess,  subject  to  the 
call  of  the  President.  The  members  reassembled 
in  the  Council  Chamber  and  were  called  to  order 
by  President  McGRATH  at  5.02  p.  m. 


EXECUTIVE   COMMITTEE   REPORTS. 

Coun.  GALLAGHER,  for  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee, submitted  the  following: 

1.  Report  on  petitions  (referred  today)  for 
children  under  fifteen  years  of  age  to  appear  at 
places  of  public  amusement,  viz.: 

May  G.  Donovan,  Practical  Arts  High  School, 
May  18;  Our  Lady  of  Pompeii  Church,  Boston  Col- 
lege High  School  Hall,  June  1  ;  Harold  B.  Simpson, 
Jordan  Hall,  June  9;  Lester  P.  Gould,  Greenwood 
Hall,   June  9;    Rosa   Frutman,   294   Huntington 
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avenue,  May  24;  Gertrude  MacDonnell,  Robert 
G.  Shaw  School,  May  22, — that  leave  be  granted, 
under  usual  conditions. 

Report  accepted;  leave  granted  under  usual 
conditions. 

2.  Report  on  order  (referred  today)  that 
chapter  347  of  the  Acts  of  1931,  entitled  "An  Act 
authorizing  the  City  of  Boston  to  borrow  money 
for  the  erection  of  a  municipal  building  in  the 
Charlestown  district  of  said  city,"  be,  and  hereby 
is,  accepted — that  the  same  ought  to  pass. 

Report  accepted;  said  order  passed. 

3.  Report  on  ordinance  (referred  today)  pro- 
hibiting certain  unnecessary  noises — that  same 
ought  to  pass. 

Report  accepted;  said  ordinance  passed. 


CONFIRMATION  OF  CONSTABLES. 

On    motion    of    Coun.    WILSON,    the    Council 
voted  to  take  from  City  Document  No.  49,  under 


No.  1  on  the  calendar,  unfinished  business,  the 
said  document  containing  names  of  constables 
appointed  for  the  term  of  one  year  beginning  May 
1,  1931,  the  following  names  of  constables  author- 
ized to  serve  civil  process,  upon  filing  bonds: 

Jacob  Bergson,  Morris  M.  Broomfield,  Fred  C. 
Burrucker,  Ray  Chenowith,  Joseph  Granara, 
St.  Clair  E.  Hale,  Simon  Hirshon,  Andrew  W. 
Murphy  and  John  F.  Welch. 

The  question  came  on  confirmation,  and  Presi- 
dent McGRATH  appointed  as  a  committee  to 
collect,  sort  and  count  ballots  Coun.  Green  and 
Gallagher. 

Coun.  MURRAY  raised  the  question  of  a 
quorum,  but  a  roll  call  showed  the  presence  of 
thirteen  members  in  the  chamber. 

The  above  names  were  confirmed,  yeas  13,  nays 
0. 


Adjourned,  at  5.12  p.  m.,  on  motion  of  Coun. 
CURTIS,  to  meet  on  Monday,  June  1,  1931,  at 
2  p.  m. 


CITY  OF  BOSTON 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceedings  of  City  Council. 


Monday,  June  1,  1931. 
Regular   meeting    of    the   City    Council    in    the 
Council  Chamber,  City  Hall,  at  2  p.  m.,  President 
McGRATH  in  the  chair.     Absent,  Coun.  Green, 
Power,  Ruby,  Wilson. 


JURORS   DRAWN. 

Jurors  were  drawn  under  the  law,  Coun.  GAL- 
LAGHER presiding  at  the  jury  box,  as  follows: 

Twenty-two  grand  i  urors,  Superior  Criminal 
Court,  to  appear  July  6,  1931: 

Jeremiah  J.  Kiley,  Ward  3;  Howard  C.  Price, 
Ward  4;  John  P.  O'Toole,  Jr.,  Ward  6;  Daniel  J. 
Sullivan,  Ward  6;  Edward  L.  Baker,  Ward  7; 
Edward  F.  Home,  Ward  8;  William  N.  French, 
Ward  9;  Charles  S.  Mackenzie,  Ward  9;  Michael  D. 
Coakly,  Ward  10;  Daniel  J.  Lynch,  Ward  10; 
John  J.  Gately,  Ward  11;  Ralph  T.  Mitchell, 
Ward  12;  Nicholas  J.  Furlong,  Ward  13;  Max 
Rosenberg,  Ward  14;  George  L.  Almedar,  Jr., 
Ward  16;  George  L.  Bandlow,  Ward  18;  William  A. 
McAllister,  Ward  18;  Ralph  H.  Blanchard,  Ward 
19;  Owen  Norton,  Ward  19;  George  C.  Penshorn, 
Ward  19;  Edward  J.  Hall,  Ward  21;  Carl  Weichel, 
Ward  21. 

Twenty-three  traverse  jurors,  Superior  Criminal 
Court,  Second  Session,  to  appear  July  6,  1931: 

Augustone  Robinson,  Ward  1;  Phillip  F.  Shaw, 
Jr.,  Ward  2;  Clarence  P.  Gardner,  Ward  3;  John 
F.  Keane,  Ward  4;  Michael  F.  Dolan,  Ward  10; 
Raymond  C.  Allen,  Ward  12;  Matthew  D.  Camp- 
bell, Ward  12;  George  B.  Hatch,  Ward  12;  Anthony 
J.  DeAngelo,  Ward  13;  John  T.  Higgins,  Ward  13; 
Henry  Taylor,  Ward  14;  Herbert  W.  Bancroft, 
Ward  15;  James  J.  McCabe,  Ward  15;  Ernest  J. 
Zunino,  Ward  15;  Daniel  J.  Kinnally,  Jr.,  Ward 
16;  Thomas  E.  Reardon,  Ward  16;  Edwin  J. 
Agnew,  Ward  18;  Garibed  H.  Kechejian,  Ward  18; 
Arthur  Will,  Ward  18;  Paul  Leverine,  Ward  20; 
Albert  C.  Offinger,  Ward  20;  John  A.  Whittemore, 
Ward  20;  Franklin  E.  Folsom,  Ward  21, 

Twenty-nine  traverse  jurors,  Superior  Civil 
Court,  Third  Session,  July  Sitting,  to  appear 
July  6,  1931: 

John  Newman,  Ward  1;  Michael  J.  Harkins, 
Ward  2;  Charles  L.  Davis,  Ward  3;  John  J.  McCoy, 
Ward  3;  Herbert  J.  Fogarty,  Ward  4;  Frank  A. 
Willhauck,  Ward  4;  Allen  T.  Malcolmson,  Ward  5; 
Martin  Flaherty,  Ward  6;  James  A.  McLaughlin, 
Ward  8;  Daniel  F.  O'Connor,  Ward  8;  Edward  F. 
Leonard,  Ward  9;  John  P.  Mone,  Ward  10; 
Timothy  H.  Shyne,  Ward  10;  Joseph  F.  Magee, 
Ward  11;  Jamea  McDonald,  Ward  11;  Andrew  M. 
Stanton,  Ward  11;  James  F.  Kelly,  Ward  13; 
John  J.  O'Connor,  Ward  13;  George  J.  Blum, 
Ward  14;  Nathan  Goldman,  Ward  14;  Abraham 
Klayman,  Ward  14;  Daniel  J.  Guilfoyle,  Ward  15; 
William  J.  McLaughlin,  Ward  16;  Thomas  P. 
O'Keefe,  Ward  18;  Thomas  Ashcroft,  Ward  20; 
William  D.  Adams,  Ward  21;  Eugene  J.  Mulvey, 
Ward  21;  George  T.  Blood,  Ward  22;  Michael  J. 
Waldron,  Ward  22. 

Twenty-nine  traverse  jurors,  Superior  Civil 
Court,  Fourth  Session,  July  Sitting,  to  appear 
July  6,  1931: 

John  J.  Lynch,  Ward  1;  Harry  O.  Heath, 
Ward  2;  Michael  J.  Ryan,  Ward  2;  John  F.  Pullo, 
Ward  3;  John  A.  Kennedy,  Ward  6;  Thomas  J. 
Leonard,  Ward  6;  Thomas  Burke,  Ward  7;  Thomas 
Daley,  Ward  7;  William  J.  Miller,  Ward  7;  Fred- 
erick C.  Kast,  Ward  8;  John  J.  Campbell,  Ward  0; 
James  W.  Dammerall,  Jr.,  Ward  13;  William  P. 
Bond,  Ward  14;  Max  Goldstein,  Ward  14;  Charles 
B.  Kinch,  Ward  14;  Arthur  J.  Canning,  Ward  15; 
John  F.  Callahan,  Ward  16;  Arthur  J.  Henry, 
Ward  16;  Francis  G.  McSweeney,  Ward  16;  Harold 
J.  Murphy,  Ward  16;  Herbert  L.  Falvey,  Ward  17; 
Joseph  F.  Barry,  Ward  18;  Paul  Cyr,   Ward  18; 


James  R.  McGregor,  Ward  18;  John  A.  Winsloe, 
Ward  18;  Charles  E.  Hildebrand,  Ward  19; 
John  S.  Russell,  Jr.,  Ward  19;  Charles  F.  Goodrich, 
Ward  20;  William  P.  Melvin,  Ward  21. 

Twenty-nine  traverse  jurors,  Superior  Civil 
Court,  Fifth  Session,  July  Sitting,  to  appear 
July  6,  1931: 

Frank  Goudy,  Ward  1;  Robert  W.  Swett, 
Ward  1;  Edward  J.  Trevor,  Ward  1;  Philip  G. 
Collins,  Ward  2;  Edmond  J.  Roche,  Ward  2; 
Alexander  McArthur,  Ward  4;  John  F.  Welch, 
Ward  4;  John  I.  Denson,  Ward  6;  Joseph  H. 
Flaherty,  Ward  6;  James  Gillen,  Ward  6;  James  W. 
McCorrison,  Ward  7;  Patrick  Shillue,  Ward  7; 
Thomas  J.  Slowe,  Ward  7;  William  J.  Donahue, 
Ward  8;  Frank  C.  Goodwin,  Ward  9;  Walter  J. 
Jones,  Ward  9;  Patrick  J.  Drislane,  Ward  14; 
Simon  Wisberg,  Ward  14;  Nelson  P.  McFarlane, 
Ward  15;  Robert  H.  Dean,  Ward  17;  Donald  P. 
Holt,  Ward  17;  David  W.  Shapiro,  Ward  17; 
Carl  Hanson,  Ward  19;  Frank  E.  Barlow,  Ward 
21;  Charles  F.  Hamblin,  Ward  21;  Andrew  L. 
Hanson,  Ward  21;  James  A.  Sullivan,  Ward  21; 
Frank  J.  Bowen,  Ward  22;  Charles  E.  Merry, 
Ward  22. 

Twenty-six  traverse  jurors,  Superior  Civil 
Court,  Sixth  Session,  July  Sitting,  to  appear 
July  6,  1931: 

Patrick  J.  Doherty,  Ward  2;  George  C.  Daley, 
Ward  4;  Carl  P.  Dennett,  Ward  5;  Ralph  W.  Gray. 
Ward  5;  George  E.  Santry,  Ward  6;  Patrick  Con- 
nor, Ward  7;  Joseph  R.  Fallon,  Ward  7;  Richard  J, 
Morrissey,  Ward  8;  Edward  J.  Burke,  Ward  10; 
Patrick  J.  Norton,  Ward  10;  William  Egan,  Ward 
11;  Frank  C.  B.  Peterson,  Ward  11;  Carl  P.  Stone, 
Ward  11;  William  H.  Craffy,  Ward  13;  John  A. 
O'Halloran,  Ward  13;  Irving  Sampson,  Ward  14; 
Edward  O'Donnell,  Ward  15;  Elmer  J.  Tonsberg, 
Ward  16;  Joseph  F.  Keefe,  Ward  17;  John  A. 
Lindholm,  Ward  17;  John  F.  Shea,  Ward  17; 
Thomas  J.  Scanlon,  Ward  19;  Hans  C.  Lind, 
Ward  20;  William  Hi  Shea,  Ward  21;  Ernest  H. 
Walmsley,  Ward  21;  Cornelius  J.  Buckley,  Ward 
22. 

Twenty-nine  traverse  jurors,  Superior  Civil 
Court,  Seventh  Session,  July  Sitting,  to  appear 
July  6,  1931: 

Patrick  F.  Moore,  Ward  1;  Louis  E.  Peace, 
Ward  1;  Vincenzo  Zuto,  Ward  1;  Edwin  J.  Flynn, 
Ward  2;  John  M.  Saunders,  Ward  2;  Weldon  A. 
Duley,  Ward  4;  Henry  A.  Hildreth,  Ward  5; 
William  F.  Morgan,  Ward  5;  John  J.  Bavis, 
Ward  6;  Thomas  F.  O'Connor,  Ward  6;  Patrick  J. 
Scanlan,  Jr.,  Ward  6;  James  H.  Conlon,  Ward  7; 
Michael  L.  Joyce,  Ward  7;  Charles  Moore,  Ward 
9;  Bickran  Vartikian,  Ward  12;  Gootfried  Zepf, 
Ward  12;  Abraham  Ehrlich,  Ward  14;  William  D. 
Brand,  Ward  15;  Joseph  L.  Eaton,  Ward  16; 
Ole  H.  Bryant,  Ward  17;  Gregory  T.  Desmond, 
Ward  17;  John  A.  Dunn,  Ward  18;  Howard  C. 
Patten,  Ward  18;  Joseph  G.  Anderson,  Ward  19; 
Frank  E.  Berghaus,  Ward  19;  James  Maguire, 
Ward  19;  John  T.  McCarthy,  Ward  20;  Kenneth  L. 
Baker,  Ward  21;  Frank  H.  Baxter,  Ward  22. 


REQUEST    FOR   AMBULANCE, 
CHAULESTOWN. 
The  following  was  received:  , 

City  of  Boston. 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  June  1,  1931. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, —  I  herewith  transmit  to  you 
report  from  Eugene  C.  Hultman,  Police  Commis- 
sioner, regarding  your  request  for  an  ambulance 
to  be  stationed  at  Station  15,  Charlcstown.  This 
is  in  reply  to  your  order  of  May  11,  1931. 
Respectfully, 
JOSEPH   McGhath,  Acting  Mayor. 

Citv  of  Boston, 

Police  Department,  .May  28,  1931. 

lion.  James  M.  Curley, 

Mayor  of  lioston. 
My  ilc.n  Mr  Mayor,  In  reply  to  the  order  of 
the  City  Council  "That  the  Police  Commissioner 
be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to 
provide  an  ambulance  for  Station  15,  CIkiHc.h- 
town,"  passed  on  May  11.  1931,  I  beg  leave  to 
advise  that  the  Police  Department  has  no  am- 
bulance winch  could  be  assigned  to  Station  15. 
I  am  also  informed  that  the  only  ambulance  in  the 
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Police  Department  is  located  at  Station  1.  One 
of  the  new  utility  wagons,  which  possesses  special 
equipment  for  use  in  ambulance  cases,  has  been 
assigned  temporarily  to  Station  15.  At  the  present 
time  the  regular  patrol  wagon  of  Station  15  is 
being  overhauled  and  repaired,  and  it  is  respect- 
fully submitted  that  the  regular  patrol  wagon, 
together  with  the  utility  wagon,  will  be  able  to 
provide  prompt  service  for  such  emergencies  as 
the  police  of  Station  15  will  be  called  upon  to 
handle. 

I  hope  that  the  assignment  of  the  utility  wagon 
to  Division  15  will  be  helpful  in  straightening  out 
the  question  raised  in  the  order  of  the  City  Council. 
Very  truly  yours, 

E.    C.    HrjLTMAN, 

Police  Commissioner. 
Placed  on  file. 


TAKING  OF  TUNNEL  LAND,  EAST  BOSTON 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  June  1,  1931. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, —  I  herewith  transmit  to  you  report 
from  Edward  T.  Kelly,  chairman  of  the  Board  of 


regarding    information    requested    con- 
cerning  the  taking  of  land   on   Cross  and   Porter 
streets  for  the  new  East   Boston   Tunnel.     This  is 
in  reply  to  your  order  of  May  11,   1931. 
Respectfully, 
Joseph  McGrath  Acting  Mayor. 


City  of  Boston, 
Assessing  Department,  May  28,  1931. 
Hon.  Joseph  McGrath, 

Acting  Mayor  of  Boston. 
Dear  Sir, —  Complying  with  the  request  of  the 
City  Council  under  date  of  May  11,  for  information 
relative  to  Cross  and  Porter  streetB,  I  am  inclosing 
herewith  two  copies  of  the  data  desired,  namely: 

1.  The  assessed  valuation  of  all  individual 
parcels  of  land  on  the  above-named  streets  that 
have  been  taken  for  Tunnel  purposes; 

2.  Changes  of  ownership; 

3.  All  valuations  that  have  been  increased 
since  1929.  The  valuations  for  1931  are  not  yet 
fully  established. 

Respectfully  yours, 
Edward  T.  Kelly,  Chairman. 


CROSS  STREET. 


Location  . 


Valuation. 


1929. 


Land.         Buildings 


201-207  Hanover  Street  and  84  and  86  Cross  Street 

96  and  98  Cross  Street 

100  and  102  Cross  Street 

106  Cross  Street 

Corner  North  Street '. 

120  Cross  Street 

Corner  Fulton  Court 

124-134  Cross  Street* 

136  Cross  Streett 

Corner  Fulton  Street 

155-161  Cross  Street* 

165  and  167  Cross  Street  and  52  and  54  Commercial  Street, 

35  Fulton  Street,  east  corner  Cross  Street 

56-60  Commercial  Streetjj 

55  and  57  Commercial  Street! 

59  and  61  Commercial  Street 

63  and  65  Commercial  Street 

67  and  69  Commercial  Street. 

62  and  64  Commercial  Street 

66  and  68  Commercial  Street 

32  and  34  Fulton  Street 

37  and  39  Fulton  Street 

41  and  43  Fulton  Street 

123-127  Cross  Street,  corner  101  and  103  North  Street 


$66,000 
10,100 
10,100 
30,300 


39,200 


103,100 
65,500 


69,500 
67,200 
42,000 
72,000 
52,800 
48,600 
46,100 
46,100 
41,800 
37,800 
19,200 
28,200 
23,800 
25,000 


$9,000 
7,900 
6,900 

25,700 


17,800 


121,900 
34,500 


15,500 

9,800 

10,000 

10,000 

20,200 

23,400 

23,900 

23,900 

6,700 

6,800 

13,800 

8,800 

11,200 

12,000 


1930. 


Land.         Buildings. 


$66,000 
10,100 
10,100 
30,300 


39,200 


103,100 
65,500 


69,500 
67,200 
42,000 
72,000 
44,000 
48,600 
46,100 
46,100 
41,800 
37,800 
19,200 
28,200 
23,800 
25,000 


$9,000 
7,900 
6,900 

25,700 


17,800 


121,900 
34,500 


15,500 

9,800 

10,000 

10,000 

21,000 

11,400 

23,900 

23,900 

6,700 

6,800 

13,800 

8,800 

11,200 

12,000 


The  valuation  has  not  been  increased  in  any  of  the  above  parcels  between  1929  and  1930,  and  the  changes 
of  ownership  are  as  indicated.  ,         .„,„.-..  j 

*  Assessed  in  1929  to  Augustus  P.  Loring  and  others,  Trustees  under  will  of  Benjamin  Adams;  assessed 
in  1930  to  Gladys  T.  Besarick;  assessed  in  1931  to  F.  H.  Roberts  Company  (Mass.  Corp.)  who  occupy 
premises. 

t  Assessed  in  1929  to  Beatrice  Joy;  assessed  in  1930  to  Marion  X.  Mullen. 

t  Assessed  in  1929  to  Massachusetts  Hospital  Life  Insurance  Company ;  assessed  in  1930  to  Massachusetts 
Hospital  Life  Insurance  Company;  assessed  in  1931  to  Beacon  Beef  Company,  Inc. 

§  Assessed  in  1929  to  Eunice  Marie  Weeks  Heirs  or  Devisees;  assessed  in  1930  to  Eunice  Marie  Weeks 
Heirs  or  Devisees;  assessed  in  1931  to  William  J.  Stober.  .     -„„„       -or  T 

||  Assessed  in  1929  to  Henry  L.  and  Francis  R.  Morse  and  Mary  L.  Elliott;  assessed  in  1930  to  Henry  L. 
and  Francis  R.  Morse  and  Mary  L.  Elliott;  assessed  in  1931  to  William  J.  Stober. 


JUNE    1,    1931, 
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PORTER   STREET. 

Valuation. 

Location. 

1929. 

1930. 

Land. 

Buildings. 

Land. 

Buildings. 

18  and  19  Central  Square,  southeast  corner  Porter  Street.. .  . 
13  Porter  Street 

827,100 
1,500 
1,300 
700 
400 
700 
700 
700 
900 

$25,000 
2,200 
2,200 
2,800 

$30,500 
1,500 
1,300 
700 
400 
700 
700 
700 
900 

$35,000 
2,200 

15  Porter  Street 

2,200 

21  Porter  Street 

2,800 

21  Porter  Street  (rear) 

23  Porter  Street 

3,000 
3,000 
3,600 
5,100 

3,000 

25  and  27  Porter  Street 

3,000 

29  Porter  Street 

3,600 

31  Porter  Street 

5,100 

33  Porter  Street 

900 
800 
700 
700 
700 
700 
700 
700 
700 
900 

5,000 
5,000 
6,300 
4,800 
5,300 
4,000 
2,800 
3,000 
2,300 
5,100 

900 
800 
700 
700 
700 
700 
700 
700 
700 
900 

5,000 

35  Porter  Street 

5,000 

39  and  41  Porter  Street  * 

6,300 

43  Porter  Street 

4,800 

47  Porter  Street 

5,300 

49  Porter  Street 

4,000 

2,800 

57  Porter  Street / 

3,000 

59  Porter  Street 

2,300 

63  Porter  Street 

5,100 

900 
500 
500 
500 
500 
500 
500 
500 
600 
900 

3,100 
1,500 
3,000 
3,200 
6,000 
5,500 
4,000 
5,000 
3,400 
5,500 

900 
500 
500 
500 
500 
500 
500 
500 
600 
900 

3,100 

67  Porter  Street 

1,500 

69  Porter  Street 

3,000 

71  Porter  Street 

3,200 

6,000 

77  and  79  Porter  Street 

5,500 

81  Porter  Street  . .                                 

4,000 

83  Porter  Street  .                                      

5,000 

3,400 

5,500 

3,200 

4,200 

1,200 

1,500 

500 

500 

500 

500 

13,300 
14,300 
5,500 
4,700 
3,700 
5,000 
5,000 
2,200 

3,200 

4,200 

1,200 

1,500 

500 

500 

500 

500 

13,300 

97-101  Porter  Street                                 

14,300 

5,500 

4,700 

3,700 

5,000 

5,000 

2,200 

1,500 

7,500 

1,500 

7,500 

No  change  in  ownership  from  1929  to  1930,  except  39  and  41  Porter  street,  and  takings  made  in  1930 
by  the  city  for  Tunnel  purpose.  The  only  parcel  showing  a  change  in  valuation  was  one  on  the  corner  of 
Porter  Street  and  Central  Square. 

♦Owner:  S.  Maria  et  ai,  1929,  and  Louis  H.  and  Dora  Green  in  1930. 
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OITY    COUNCIL. 


PETITIONS   REFERRED. 

The  following  petitions  were  received  and 
referred  to  the  committees  named,  viz.: 

Claims. 

Boston  Sausage  and  Provision  Company,  for 
refund  on  refuse  tickets. 

Mrs.  Sarah  E.  Collett,  for  compensation  for 
injuries  caused  by  an  alleged  defect  at  496  Boylston 
street. 

Harold  E.  Goldberg,  for  compensation  for 
damage  to  car  caused  by  an  alleged  defect  at  240 
Commonwealth  avenue. 

Katherine  P.  Hession,  for  compensation  for 
injuries  received  on  steps  of  Boston  Clerical  School. 

Harold  L.  Howe,  for  adjustment  of  water  charges 
at  196  Marlborough  street. 

Theresa  Kenney,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  an  alleged  defect  at  488  East  Seventh 
street. 

Albert  E.  Koss,  for  compensation  for  damage  to 
car  caused  by  an  alleged  defect  at  350  North 
Harvard  street. 

Anna  J.  McDade,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  an  alleged  defect  at  24  Peterborough 
street. 

New  England  Creamery  Products  Company, 
for  compensation  for  damage  to  car  caused  by 
falling  limb  of  tree  at  226  Fairmount  avenue. 

Quality  Provision  Company,  for  compensation 
for  damage  to  truck  bv  city  truck. 

Rebecca  H.  Sullivan,  for  compensation  for 
injuries  caused  by  an  alleged  defect  in  Pembroke 
street,  Boston. 

Executive. 

Petitions  for  children  under  fifteen  years  of  age 
to  appear  at  places  of  amusement,  viz.: 

Mary  Virginia  Hayes,  St.  William's  School  Ball, 
June  8. 

Mrs.  Gertrude  Dolan  De  Petro,  Jordan  Hall, 
June  5  and  11. 

Mildred  C.  Sacco,  East  Boston  High  School 
Hall,  June  8. 

Ruth  M.  Hawes,  Unitarian  Parish  Hall,  June  5. 

Petition  of  Lincoln  Park,  Inc.,  for  license  for 
Sunday  outdoor  athletic  sports  or  games  for  the 
term  endina  March  March  1,  1932,  between  1.30 
and  6  p.  m.,  at  premises  on  Gerard  and  Island 
streets. 


CONSTABLES'   BONDS. 

The  bonds  of  the  following-named  constables, 
having  been  duly  approved  by  the  City  Treasurer, 
were  received  and  approved,  viz.: 

Fred  C.  Burrucker,  Morris  M.  Broomfield, 
Samuel  L.  Epstein,  Andrew  YV.  Murphy,  Samuel 
Susan,  John  J.  Welch. 


ORGANIZATION   OF    BOARD    OF    APPEAL. 

Notice  was  received  from  the  secretary  of  the 
Board  of  Appeal  of  the  organization  of  that  board 
on  May  4,  1931,  by  the  unanimous  selection  of 
James  H.  Fitzpatrick  as  chairman  and  James  A. 
McElaney,  Jr.,  as  secretary,  for  one  year. 

Placed  on  file. 


ACCEPTANCE     OF     ELEVATED     ACT     BY 
•  DIRECTORS. 

The  following  was  received: 

Boston  Elevated  Railway  Company, 
Board  of  Directors, 
250  Stuart  Street, 

Boston,  May  29,  1931. 
To  the  Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Massa- 
chusetts. 
I,  Charles  B.  Gleason,  Clerk  of  the  Boston 
Elevated  Railway  Company,  hereby  certify  that 
at  a  meeting  of  the  Directors  of  the  Boston  Elevated 
Railway  Company  duly  called  and  held  on  the 
twenty-first  day  of  May,  1931,  the  Directors 
accepted  section  22  of  chapter  383  of  the  Acts  of 
1931,  and  such  acceptance  was  evidenced  by  the 
passage  of  the  following  vote,  namely: 

Voted,  That  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the  Boston 
Elevated  Railway  Company  hereby  accept  section 
22  of  chapter  383  of  the  Acts  of  the  year  1931. 
Charles  B.  Gleason, 
Clerk  of  the  Boston  Elevated 
Railway  Company. 
Placed  on  file. 


FREIGHT  TRACK  FOR  GILLETTE  SAFETY 
RAZOR   COMPANY. 

Notice  was  received  from  the  Board  of  Street 
Commissioners  of  the  passage  of  an  order  on 
May  23,  1931,  granting  permission  to  the  Gillette 
Safety  Razor  Company  to  lay  down,  maintain 
and  use  for  the  transportation  of  freight  by  steam 
power  tracks  at  grade  on  West  First  street,  Ward 
6,  substantially  as  shown  on  plan  filed,  and  also 
in  accordance  with  the  usual  conditions. 

Placed  on  file. 


MINORS'    LICENSES. 

Minors'    licenses    were    granted    for    thirty-four 
newsboys  and  two  bootblacks. 


PERAMBULATION  OF  BOUNDARY  LINES. 

Coun.  WILSON,  for  the  special  committee  on 
perambulation  of  boundary  lines,  submitted  the 
following: 

The  special  committee  appointed  to  examine  the 
lines  and  bound  marks  between  the  City  of  Boston 
and  the  cities  of  Revere,  Everett,  Somerville  and 
Newton,  and  the  towns  of  Brookline,  Dedham  and 
Milton,  respectfully  report  that  they  have  attended 
to  the  duty  with  which  they  were  charged  and 
have  examined  and  verified  with  the  committees 
appointed  by  the  said  cities  and  towns  the  several 
boundaries  and  bound  marks  in  the  existing 
boundary  lines,  and  submit  herewith  descriptions 
of  the  same  for  record. 

Robert  Gardiner   Wilson,  Jr., 
Timothv   F.  Donovan, 

Councilors. 
Wilfred  J.   Doyle, 

City  Clerk. 
John  E.  Baldwin, 

Clerk  of  Committees. 
William  J.  Sullivan. 

Chief  Engineer. 
(The  report  of   the  committee  and  descriptions 
are  contained  in  City  Document  59.) 

Report  accepted  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 


RECESS. 

The  Council  voted,  at  2.48  p.  m.,  on  motion  of 
Coun.  BUSH,  to  take  a  recess  subject  to  the  call 
of  the  Chair.  The  members  reassembled  in  the 
Council  Chamber,  and  were  called  to  order  bv 
President  McGRATH  at  3.02  p.  m. 


EXECUTIVE   COMMITTEE   REPORT. 

Coun.  GALLAGHER,  for  the  Executive 
Committee,  submitted  report  as  follows: 

1.  Report  on  petitions  (referred  today)  for 
children  under  fifteen  years  of  age  to  appear  at 
places  of  amusement,  viz.: 

Mary  Virginia  Hayes,  St.  William's  School  Hall, 
June  8;  Mrs.  Gertrude  Dolan  De  Petro,  Jordan 
Hall,  June  5  and  11;  Mildred  C.  Sacco,  East 
Boston  High  School  Hall,  June  8;  Ruth  M. 
Hawes,  Unitarian  Parish  Hall,  June  5, — that  leave 
be  granted  under  usual  conditions. 

Report  accepted;  leave  granted  under  usual 
conditions. 


LAYING  OUT  BROOKS  STREET,  WARD  16. 

Coun.  FISH  offered  an  order,  That  the  Board  of 
Street  Commissioners,  through  his  Honor  the 
Mayor,  accept  and  lay  out  Brooks  street  as  a 
public  highway.  Ward  16. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


AUTOMATIC  TRAFFIC  SIGNAL,   WARD    15. 

Coun.  KELLY  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Traffic  Commission  be  re- 
quested, through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  install 
an  automatic  traffic  signal  at  the  junction  of 
Geneva  avenue  and  Bowdoin  street,  Ward  15, 
where  a  number  of  serious  accidents  have  occurred 
in  the  past. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


JUNE    1,    1931. 
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NAMING   TRAFFIC   TUNNEL   FOR 
GENERAL   EDWARDS. 
Coun.  NORTON  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  consider  the 
proposal  of  recommending  to  the  members  of  the 
Boston    Transit   Commission    the   naming    of   the 
new  East  Boston  traffic  tunnel  in  honor  of  New 
England's  most  beloved  soldier,  the  late  General 
Clarence  R.  Edwards. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


PROTECTION   OF   CARSON  BEACH. 
Coun.  LYNCH  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  in  connection  with  relocation  of 
the  harbor  lines  around  Cow  Pasture,  so  called,  in 
Boston  Harbor,  as  set  forth  in  chapter  312  of  the 
Acts  of   1931,   the  Board  of  Park  Commissioners 
be  requested,   through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to 
oppose  the  approval  by  the  War  Department  of 
said  lines  unless  they  are  so  modified  as  to  properly 
protect  Carson  Beach  and  the  adjoining  property. 
Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


ACCIDENT    AT    MATTHEW    J.    SWEENEY 
PLAYGROUND. 
Coun.  MAHONEY  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Acting  Mayor  be 
requested  to  obtain  from  the  School  Department 
and  Park  Department  a  report  with  reference  to 
the  accident  caused  by  a  swing  on  the  Matthew  J. 
Sweeney  Playground   and   which   resulted   in   the 
death  of  Teresa  Kennedy. 
Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


AMENDMENT  OF  AGRICULTURAL 
MARKETING  ACT. 

Coun.  NORTON  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Boston  City  Council  go  on 
record  as  favoring  an  amendment  of  the  Agricul- 
tural Marketing  Act  by  the  elimination  from  it  of 
the  provision  permitting  the  lending  of  public 
money  in  the  domestic  wool  business  of  the  United 
States;  and  it  is  further 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  of  the  vote  on  this  question 
by  the  Boston  City  Council  be  sent  to  the  President 
of  the  United  States,  the  members  of  the  Federal 
Farm  Board,  and  the  members  of  the  Congress  of 
the  United  States. 

Coun.  NORTON— Mr.  President,  Boston  is 
world  renowned  as  a  wool  market,  the  leading 
one  on  this  continent.  It  even  exceeds  London 
at  times  in  the  volume  of  business  done.  Fully 
two-thirds  to  three-quarters  of  all  the  wool  used 
by  the  mills  in  this  country  has  been  handled 
in  the  past  through  the  Boston  market.  Due 
to  various  style  changes  and  scientific  discoveries, 
our  wool  market,  of  which  we  should  feel  justly 
proud,  has  been  in  a  depressed  state.  This 
condition  is  quite  easy  to  understand.  We 
are  living  in  an  economic  world  in  which  a 
lightning  change  may  come  overnight.  What 
today  is  considered  a  sound,  basic  business,  may 
tomorrow,  through  the  medium  of  a  new  scientific 
discovery  or  a  change  in  fashion,  be  found  to  be  in 
difficulty.  Today,  fortunes  are  wiped  away 
overnight.  Well,  for  centuries  wool  has  been  the 
principal  product  used  in  clothing  mankind  in  the 
temperate  zones  of  the  earth.  In  protecting  him 
from  cold  weather  woolen  blankets  are  still  pre- 
dominant. For  centuries  scientists  have  sought 
for  a  substitute  for  silk  and  for  wool.  Multitudes 
worked  through  the  span  of  a  lifetime  seeking  a 
substitute  but  the  inevitable  result  was  a  total 
failure.  However,  a  few  short  years  ago,  acciden- 
tally, science  stumbled  onto  a  substitute  and 
presented  to  the  world  an  artificial  silk  known  as 
"rayon."  This  product  adapts  itself  extraordi- 
narily well  to  the  machine  age.  The  machine  turns 
it  out  far  faster  than  the  world  can  consume  it 
with  a  minimum  of  human  labor  involved.  It  can 
be  produced  from  wood-pulp,  from  peat,  from 
Chinese  grass,  from  natural  gas  by  a  high-pressure 
process  known  as  hydrogenation.  Every  day, 
literally,  science  is  finding  a  new  source  of  pro- 


duction. The  Boston  Wool  industry,  faced  with 
this  new  competition,  made  up  of  leading  Massa- 
chusetts and  Boston  business  men,  were  success- 
fully combating  the  inroads  made  into  their 
business  by  the  new  product.  They  were  even 
confident  that  they  would  be  successful  in  finding 
new  lines  for  wool  to  take  the  place  of  the  business 
lost  by  the  change  in  fashion.  Years  ago  heavy 
underwear,  woolen  mostly,  was  the  rule,  in  these 
northern  climes.  Men  wore  heavy  woolen  clothes, 
woolen  socks,  heavy  woolen  overcoats.  Women 
wore  long  woolen  dresses  and  petticoats.  Today, 
those  men  who  smiled  derisively  at  the  Harvard 
College  students  wearing  light,  cotton  B.  V.  D.'s 
in  the  middle  of  a  cold  winter,  are  today  wearing 
B.  V.  D.'s  themselves.  Women  wear  lighter 
clothes  than  ever.  The  discovery  of  rayon  and 
the  change  in  fashion,  the  wool  dealers  of  Boston 
were  successfully  competing  against,  in  part,  until 
our  Government,  under  the  Federal  Farm  Board, 
came  into  the  local  wool  situation.  The  procedure 
is  as  follows:  Boston's  wool  dealers  buy  wool 
outright  from  American  farmers,  paying  cash  at 
the  time  of  purchase,  or  taking  it  on  consignment 
at  a  reasonable  advance.  During  the  year  1930, 
the  Government,  through  the  Federal  Farm  Board 
and  the  Cooperatives,  according  to  the  leaders  of 
the  Boston  Wool  Trade  Association,  and  they  are 
men  of  sterling  integrity  and  character, — our 
Government,  through  the  Federal  Farm  Board 
and  the  Cooperatives,  agreed  to  make  the  grower 
of  wool  and  mohair  an  advance  of  a  stipulated 
price  per  pound,  presumably  90  per  cent  of  value. 
The  claim  is  made  that  time  and  again  the  United 
States  Cooperatives  valued  the  merchandise 
during  the  1930  season  at  more  than  90  per  cent 
of  its  value  and  in  many  cases  much  over  100  per 
cent.  Under  these  circumstances  our  Boston 
wool  dealers  could  not  compete  against  their  own 
governmental  agency.  Incidentally,  the  Govern- 
ment took  a  big  loss  on  the  1930  clip  of  wool  and 
mohair.  United  States  taxpayers  may  stand  to 
lose  $10,000,000  if  the  loans  are  not  repaid  by  the 
consignors.  Wool  should  be  the  product  of 
particular  study  by  our  Government  before 
deciding  to  take  steps  that  may  mean  the  elimina- 
tion of  our  Boston  wool  industry.  There  is  never 
a  surplus  of  wool  produced  in  this  country.  The 
mills  of  this  country  this  year  will  consume  ap- 
proximately 450  million  pounds  of  wool.  The  most 
that  we  will  produce  in  the  United  States  will  be 
not  more  than  400  million  pounds.  Under 
reasonably  normal  conditions  we  produce  in  this 
country  only  60  per  cent  to  70  per  cent  of  the  wool 
we  consume.  Therefore,  there  has  never  been 
any  need  of  stabilization  of  wool  or  of  governmental 
interference,  but  for  some  unknown  reason  wool 
and  mohair  were  included  in  the  farm  commodities 
that  the  Federal  Farm  Board  should  control  and 
support  through  the  Cooperatives.  The  wool 
producing  business  has  been  a  thriving  one  and  a 
profitable  one  as  emphasized  by  the  fact  that  in 
1922  there  were  36,327,000  sheep  in  the  United 
States.  In  1931  there  were  51,911,000,  an  increase 
of  more  than  40  per  cent.  The  wool  of  this 
country  has  been  marketed  and  handled  well  for 
the  last  hundred  years  or  more  by  wool  merchants 
principally  located  in  Boston.  The  Wool  Trade 
welcomes  legitimate  competition.  The  only  com- 
petition it  fears  is  the  Government  loaning  public 
money,  furnished  by  the  taxpayers,  or  private 
enterprise  and  loaning  it  at  such  low  rates  of 
interest  that  private  enterprise  cannot  compete. 
In  the  past  year  the  Government  borrowed  money 
as  low  as  1}  per  cent,  and  loaned  it  to  the  Cooper- 
atives at  this  low  rate.  Clearly,  private  business 
cannot  compete.  Then  the  Government  has 
loaned  on  from  90  to  100  per  cent  and  over  of  the 
value  of  the  wool.  Private  banks  will  only  loan 
60  per  cent  of  the  value  of  realty,  or  60  per  cent  to 
70  per  cent  on  securities.  Why  should  the  Govern- 
ment make  such  a  high  percentage  of  the  loan  in 
the  case  of  wool?  This  entire  procedure  is  unfair 
to  our  Boston  wool  dealers,  and  the  Boston  City 
Council,  by  passing  this  resolution,  will  so  advise 
official  Washington. 

The  order  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Rules  • 


Adjourned,  at  3.07  p.  m.,  on  motion  of  Coun. 
DOWD,  to  meet  on  Monday,  June  15,  1931,  at 
2  p.  m. 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceedings  of  City  Council. 


Monday,  June  15,  1931. 
Meeting    of   the    City    Council   in   the   Council 
Chamber,  City  Hall,  at  2  p.   m.,  President  Mc- 
GRATH  presiding.     Absent,  Coun.  Norton. 


APPOINTMENTS   BY   THE   MAYOR. 

Subject  to  confirmation  by  the  Council,  the 
Mayor  submitted  the  following  appointments, 
for  the  term  ending  April  30,  1932,  viz.: 

Constables:  William  Calabrees,  53  Ruthven 
street,  city;  Robert  B.  Scott,  113  Harrishof  street, 
Roxbury;  Thomas  J.  McCabe,  50  Ridge  road, 
Mattapan;  Allan  Parker,  73  Colonial  road, 
Brighton;  Michael  J.  Duggan,  83  Waltham  street, 
city;  Michael  F.  Simmons,  13  Woodville  park, 
Roxbury;  Phillip  Bernstein,  598  Walk  Hill  street, 
Dorchester;  Henry  Atwood,  221  Dudley  street, 
Roxbury. 

Weighers  of  Coal:  William  Robinson,  57  Sara- 
toga street,  East  Boston;  James  Entwistle,  219 
Bennington  street,  East  Boston;  Charles  H.  Payne, 
11  Trenton  street,  East  Boston;  Catherine  A. 
McFarland,  40  Lindsey  street,  Dorchester;  Elsie 
Katz,  66  Allen  street,  Boston;  Adin  Langille,  7 
Coffey  street,  Dorchester. 

Weighers  of  Goods:  John  J.  Coleman,  24  Loring 
street,  South  Boston;  Henry  R.  Jewett,  30  Mon- 
mouth street,  Squantum;  Everett  W.  Gross,  152 
Milk  street,  city. 

Severally  laid  over  a  week  under  the  law. 


PERSONS   AIDED,'  BY   PRECINCTS. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  June  15,  1931. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  herewith  transmit  to  you  report 
from  Simon  E.  Hecht,  chairman  of  the  Public 
Welfare  Board,  regarding  your  request  to  furnish 
the  Council  with  number  of  persons  being  aided, 
by  precinct.  This  is  in  reply  to  your  order  of 
May  11,  1931. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Cubley,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Overseers  of  Public  Welfare,  June  12,  1931. 
Hon.  James  M.  Curley, 

•  Mayor  of  Boston. 
Dear  Sir, — The  Board  of  Overseers  of  the  Public 
Welfare  respectfully  submits  the  following  report 
■  called  for  by  a  recent  order  of  the  City  Council. 
It  is  to  be  noted  that  this  report  only  applies  to  our 
so-called  unemployment  cases;  in  other  words, 
the  figures  herein  given  represent  the  number  of 
families  receiving  relief  because  of  the  fact  that 
the  head  of  the  family  is  at  present  unemployed. 

These  figures  as  requested  by  the  Council  order 
are  given  according  to  wards  and  precincts.  This 
report  is  to  be  considered  as  of  June  1,  1931.  As 
soon  as  it  is  possible  to  submit  a  like  report  on 
our  other  groups  of  cases,  we  will  be  very  glad 
to  do  so. 

Very  truly  yours, 
Simon  E.  Hecht,  Chairman. 
(Annexed  were  the  precinct  figures  referred  to.) 
Placed  on  file. 


PURCHASES    FROM    NEW    ENGLAND    ICE 
AND   COAL  COMPANY. 

The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  June  15,  1931. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  herewith  transmit  to  you  report 
from    Simon   E.   Hecht,   chairman    of   the   Public 


Welfare  Board,  relative  to  your  request  for  making 
coal  purchases  from  the  New  England  Ice  and  Coal 
Company.  This  is  in  reply  to  your  order  of  May 
11,  1931. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Cubley,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Overseers  of  Public  Welfare,  June  8,  1931. 
Hon.  Joseph  McGrath, 

Acting  Mayor  of  Boston. 
Dear  Sir, — Replying  to  the  City  Council  order 
asking  to  be  advised  of  the  reason  for  this  depart- 
ment making  purchases  from  the  New  England 
Ice  and  Coal  Company,  the  Board  of  Overseers 
of  the  Public  Welfare  desires  to  state  that  this 
company  is  one  of  several  companies  which  serves 
the  department  in  the  delivery  of  coal,  that  the 
company  has  given  excellent  service  for  several 
years,  and  charges  the  same  price  for  delivery  as 
do  all  of  the  companies. 

Very  truly  yours, 
Simon  E.  Hecht,  Chairman. 
Placed  on  file. 


APPLICANTS    FOR    AID    HAVING    SMALL 
INSURANCE   POLICIES. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  June  15,  1931. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  herewith  transmit  to  you  report 
from  Simon  E.  Hecht,  chairman  of  the  Public 
Welfare  Board,  regarding  information  pertaining 
to  applicants  who  have  small  insurance  policies. 
This  is  in  reply  to  your  order  of  May  26,  1931. 
Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Overseers  of  Public  Welfare,  June  8,  1931. 
Hon.  Joseph  McGrath, 

Acting  Mayor  of  Boston. 

Dear  Sir, — Replying  to  the  following  order  of  the 
City  Council:  "Under  what  statute  or  ordinance 
the  department  bases  its  action  in  refusing  to  extend 
aid  to  applicants  who  carry  small  insurance 
policies"  the  Board  of  Overseers  of  the  Public 
Welfare  respectfully  advises  that  the  statute 
provides  that  "every  town  shall  relieve  and  sup- 
port all  poor  and  indigent  persons  lawfully  settled 
therein  whenever  they  stand  in  need  thereof," 
that  "the  Overseers  shall  have  the  care  and  over- 
sight of  all  such  poor  and  indigent  persons  so  long 
as  they  remain  at  the  charge  of  their  respective 
towns  and  shall  see  that  they  are  suitably  relieved, 
supported  and  employed,  either  in  the  workhouse 
or  almshouse,  or  in  such  other  manner  as  the  town 
directs,  or  otherwise  at  the  discretion  of  the 
Overseers." 

The  Supreme  Court  of  Massachusetts  has  ruled 
that  "the  liability  of  towns  to  support  poor  per- 
sons is  founded  upon  and  limited  by  statute,  and 
is  not  to  be  enlarged  or  modified  by  any  supposed 
moral  obligation." 

With  reference  to  what  effect,  if  any,  the  carry- 
ing of  small  insurance  policies  may  have  on  the 
question  of  granting  or  refusing  relief,  the  Board 
desires  to  state  that  aid  is  not  refused  to  any 
applicant  because  of  the  fact  that  such  applicant 
is  carrying  small  insurance  policies.  The  Board 
haB  insisted,  however,  and  feels  justified  in  con- 
tinuing to  insist,  that  applicants  who  have  policies 
with  substantial  cash  values  should  adjust  their 
insurance  into  paid-up  policies  if  possible,  or 
secure  loans  on  such  policies,  and  that  the  money 
secured  should  be  exhausted  for  living  expenses 
before  public  relief  is  granted. 

A  case  in  point  is  the  one  recently  reported  by 
Councilor  Dowd  on  the  floor  of  the  Council.  The 
correct  facts  in  this  case  are  as  follows:  The 
family  consists  of  a  man  sixty-five  years  and  his 
wife  fifty-eight  years,  paying  rent  of  $25  a  month 
for  three  rooms.  The  man's  occupation  is  chore 
work.  He  has  been  unemployed  for  two  months. 
Earns  on  an  average  $12  to  $14  a  week  when 
employed. 

He  filed  an  application  for  relief  at  this  office 
and  the  investigation  disclosed  that  the  family 
carried  eight  policies  of  insurance  with  weekly 
premiums  amounting  to  $2.55.  The  Visitor  sug- 
gested that  the  insurance  office  be  consulted  with 
reference  to  the  possibility  of  converting  some  of 
the  insurance  into  paid-up  policies  or  that  a  loan 
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be  secured.  Following  this  suggestion  the  man 
conferred  with  the  insurance  office  and  was  advised 
that  no  loans  could  be  made  on  his  policies,  where- 
upon he  surrendered  two  policies  and  received  $75. 
The  money  received  was  used  to  pay  certain  bills, 
including  rent  owed,  and  when  the  money  was 
exhausted  aid  was  granted  by  this  office.  The 
family  now  has  six  policies  and  pays  premiums 
amounting  to  $1.55  a  week.  The  face  value  of 
these  policies  amounts  to  $478  on  the  life  of  the 
woman  and  $330  on  the  life  of  the  man. 

The  surrendering  of  policies  is  no  new  experience 
to  this  family,  for  according  to  the  man's  state- 
ment they  have  surrendered  policies  in  the  past 
and  incidentally  he  further  stated  that  he  is  of 
the  opinion  that  he  now  carries  too  much  insurance. 

The  Board  is  of  the  opinion  that  $2.55  a  week 
paid  for  insurance  on  a  family  of  two  persons  can- 
not, in  any  sense,  be  considered  "small  insurance." 

In  families  being  aided  under  the  so-called 
Mothers'  Aid  Law,  do  payments  for  insurance  are 
permitted  under  policies  adopted  by  the  State 
Department  of  Public  Welfare  in  connection  with 
the  administration  of  this  law,  except  in  unusual 
cases. 

Very  truly  yours, 
Simon  E.  Hecht,  Chairman. 

Placed  on  file. 


ADDITIONAL   EMPLOYEES,    PUBLIC 
WELFARE    DEPARTMENT. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  June  15,  1931. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — 1  herewith  transmit  to  you  report 
from  Simon  E.  Hecht,  chairman  of  the  Public 
Welfare  Board,  relative  to  securing  additional 
employees  at  the  Public  Welfare  Department. 
This  is  in  reply  to  your  order  of  May  26,  1931. 
Respectfully, 
James  M.  Cprley,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Overseers  of  Public  Welfare,  June  8,  1931. 
Hon.  Joseph  McGrath, 

Acting  Mayor  of  Boston. 
Dear  Sir, — Replying  to  the  order  of  the  City 
Council  as  to  the  number  of  additional  employees 
necessary  to  properly  investigate  the  various 
applicants  seeking  aid  from  the  city  so  that  no 
needy  person  or  family  shall  suffer  nor  the  finances 
of  the  city  be  squandered  on  persons  or  families 
not  actually  in  need,  the  Board  of  Overseers  of 
the  Public  Welfare  respectfully  advises  that  our 
district  visiting  staff  will  be  doubled  by  July  1, 
as  provided  in  the  current  budget. 

The  Board  is  to  very  carefully  study  the  needs 
of  a  further  increase  in  the  staff  during  the  period 
from  July  to  November,  and  it  is  felt  that  a  further 
increase  in  the  force  will  undoubtedly  be  recom- 
mended. 

Very  truly  yours, 
Simon  E.  Hecht,  Chairman. 
Placed  on  file. 


MORE  TIME   OFF  TO  PERSONS  SEEKING 
AID. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  June  15.  1931. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — 1  herewith  transmit  to  you  report 
from  Simon  E.  Hecht,  chairman  of  the  Public 
Welfare  Board,  relative  to  allowing  persons  seeking 
aid  more  time  off.  This  is  in  reply  to  vour  order 
of  May  26,  1931. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Overseers  of  Public  Welfare,  June  8,  1931. 
Hon.  Joseph  McGrath, 

Acting  Mayor  of  Boston. 
Dear  Sir, — Concerning  the  order  of  the  City 
Council  "that  those  men  receiving  aid  from  this 
department  be  allowed  more  time  off  in  order  to 
enable  them  to  seek  work,"  the  Board  of  Overseers 
of  the  Public  Welfare  respectfully  advises  that  it 
appears  for  the  best  interest  of  the  men,  as  well  as 
the  taxpayers  of  the  city,  that  they  should  work  at 
least  three  days  each  week  on  assignment  by  this 


department.  During  these  three  days  during  the 
week  the  men  are  only  required  to  report  to  the 
department.  The  time  consumed  in  reporting 
amounts  to  approximately  an  hour  and  one  half, 
and  permits  of  several  hours  time  for  the  men  to 
seek  work. 

The  Board  is  of   the  opinion  that  the  present 
system  affords  protection  to  the  city,  and  is  at  the 
same  time  reasonably  fair  to  the  men  concerned. 
Respectfully  yours, 
Simon  E.  Hecht,  Chairman. 
Placed  on  file. 


VETO   OF   ANNUITY   TO   WIDOW  OF 
FRANK   L.    LYONS. 
The  following  was  received : 

Citv  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  June  15,  1931. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  return  herewith  without  ms' 
signature  the  order  of  your  honorable  body  accept- 
ing chapter  277  of  the  Acts  of  1931,  authorizing 
the  payment  of  an  annuity  to  the  widow  of 
Frank  L.  Lyons,  a  former  member  of  the  Fire 
Department. 

Although  I  disapprove  the  acceptance  of  this 
act  with  great  reluctance,  I  am  impelled  to  do  so 
in  justice  both  to  the  city  and  to  the  members  of 
the  Police  and  Fire  Departments.  The  history 
of  the  legislation  authorizing  annuities  to  the 
widows  of  policemen  and  firemen,  beginning  with 
the  Acts  of  1878  and  1880  and  culminating  with 
chapter  241  of  the  Acts  of  1930,  makes  it  clear 
that  the  benefits  were  to  be  provided  only  in  cases 
where  the  policeman  or  fireman  lost  his  life  through 
some  accidental  physical  injury  which  was  the 
direct  and  immediate  cause  of  his  death.  This 
class  of  accidents  perhaps  may  be  illustrated  by 
the  death  of  a  fireman  who  is  crushed  by  a  falling 
wall  or  of  a  policeman  who  is  shot  in  an  attempted 
arrest.  It  is  not  my  opinion  that  it  was  the 
intention  of  the  law  to  cover  cases  where  the 
death  was  caused  by  disease  or  resulted  from 
ordinary  occupational  hazards,  such  as  wetting  or 
exposure,  which  are  shared  by  all  public  employees 
having  outdoor  work,  and  my  opinion  is  fortified 
by  the  fact  that  the  legislation  of  1930  makes  it 
specific  that  the  death  must  have  been  occasioned 
by  an  accidental  injury  and  that  the  medical 
examiner  or  attending  physician  must  certify 
that  such  injury  was  the  direct  and  immediate 
cause  of  the  death. 

During  my  incumbency  in  the  office  of  Mayor 
and  that  of  my  predecessors  there  have  been  many 
cases  of  deaths  of  firemen  and  policemen  by  dis- 
ease in  which  the  surrounding  circumstances  were 
such  as  to  support  an  argument  that  the  death 
might  not  have  occurred  but  for  some  injury  or 
exposure  which  weakened  the  individual's  resist- 
ance. Following  the  advice  of  seven  successive 
corporation  counsels  all  of  these  cases,  so  far  as  I 
am  aware,  have  been  disapproved. 

It  is  a  well  known  fact  that  a  very  large  number 
of  members  of  these  two  departments,  especially 
the  Fire  Department,  have  at  various  times  in 
their  employment  received  injuries  or  suffered 
exposure,  and  if  it  is  deemed  advisable  to  broaden 
the  annuity  legislation  to  cover  cases  where  it 
may  be  a  fair  assumption  that  a  previous  injury  to 
exposure  was  in  some  way  related  to  the  death  it 
should  be  by  general  legislation,  rather  than 
special.  No  argument  is  required  on  my  part  to 
establish  the  unfairness  of  special  pension  legisla- 
tion, which  has  been  consistently  opposed  by  the 
city's  officials,  and  which  in  the  very  nature  of 
things  is  a  gift  to  those  fortunate  enough  to  have 
political  or  social  influence  and  a  closed  avenue  to 
those  who  lack  it. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

Placed  on  file. 


RANDIDGE   FUND   EXCURSIONS. 

The  following  was  received: 

Citv  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  June  15,  1931. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — The  Park  Commission  request 
funds  for  the  conveying  of  children  during  the 
summer  months  to  Castle  Island  in  connection 
with    Randidge    Fund    excursions.     The   amount 
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necessary  for  this  work  will  be  the  sum  of  $5,000, 
and  I  respectfully  recommend  the  adoption  of  the 
accompanying  order. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  $5,000  be,  and  the 
same  hereby  is,  appropriated,  to  be  expended  by 
the  Board  of  Park  Commissioners,  for  recreation 
purposes,  by  the  transporting  of  children  from  the 
various  parts  of  the  city  to  certain  recreational  cen- 
ters within  and  without  the  limits  of  the  city,  and 
for  other  incidental  expenses  in  connection  there- 
with, said  sum  to  be  charged  to  the  Reserve  Fund. 

Referred  to  Executive  Committee. 


RELOCATION  OF  HARBOR  LINES  AROUND 
COW   PASTURE. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  June  15,  1931. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  herewith  transmit  to  you  report 
from  William  P.  Long,  chairman  of  the  Park 
Commission,  relative  to  your  request  to  oppose 
the  relocation  of  the  harbor  lines  around  Cow 
Pasture.  This  is  in  reply  to  your  order  of  June 
1,  1931. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Park  Department,  June  8,  1931. 
Hon.  Joseph  McGrath, 

Acting  Mayor  of  Boston. 

Dear  Sir, — I  am  in  receipt  of  an  order  from  the 
City  Council  requesting  the  Board  of  Park  Com- 
missioners to  oppose  the  approval  by  the  War 
Department  of  the  relocation  of  the  harbor  lines 
around  Cow  Pasture  unless  they  are  so  modified 
as  to  properly  protect  Carson  Beach  and  adjoining 
property. 

The  Acts  of  1931,  chapter  312,  were  for  the  pur- 
pose of  relocating  certain  harbor  lines  around  Cow 
Pasture  and  Columbus  Park.  These  acts  were 
approved  May  13,  1931.  Apparently  the  purpose 
of  relocating  these  harbor  lines  was  to  extend  same 
so  as  to  provide  additional  area  for  docks  and 
other  commercial  conditions  some  distance  off  the 
present  original  harbor  line.  The  construction 
of  docks,  warehouses,  etc.,  beyond  the  present 
harbor  lines  off  Cow  Pasture  would,  of  course, 
materially  affect  Columbus  Park  Beach,  in  so  far 
aB  it  would  tend  to  make  it  a  more  inland  beach 
and  it  would  tend  not  to  be  so  directly  on  the 
waterfront  as  at  present  but  would  tend  to  be 
similar  to  Savin  Hill  Beach,  set  back  from  the 
main  shore  line. 

This  would  mean,  of  course,  that  the  water  con- 
dition would  not  be  so  good,  and  the  possibilities 
of  having  oil,  rubbish  and  debris  in  the  water 
would  be  greater,  and,  in  fact,  1  am  afraid  it  would 
be  a  nuisance. 

I  do  not  want  to  object  to  the  commercial  possi- 
bilities ot  this  project  and  desire  further  time  to  go 
into  the  matter  and  take  up  same  with  the  Law 
Department. 

Very  truly  yours, 
William  P.  Long,  Chairman. 

Placed  on  file. 


ACCIDENT   ON    MATTHEW    J.    SWEENEY 
PLAYGROUND. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  June  15,  1931. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — 1  herewith  transmit  to  you  report 
from  William  P.  Long,  chairman  of  the  Park  Com- 
mission, regarding  your  request  for  a  report  with 
reference  to  the  accident  on  the  Matthew  J. 
Sweeney  Playground  causing  the  death  of  Theresa 
Kennedy.  This  is  in  reply  to  your  order  of  June  1, 
1931. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 


City  of  Boston, 
Park  Department,  June  9,  1931. 
Hon.  Joseph  McGrath, 

Acting  Mayor  of  Boston. 
Dear  Sir, — I  am  in  receipt  of  an  order  from  the 
City  Council  that  the  Park   Department  submit 
a  report  with  reference  to  the  accident  at   the 
Matthew  J.  Sweeney  Playground. 

The  swing  frames  on  the  Matthew  J.  Sweeney 
Playground  were  erected  by  the  School  Depart- 
ment under  the  personal  direction  of  Doctor 
Harrington.  These  frames  were  paid  for  by  the 
School  Department  and  come  under  its  jurisdiction. 
The  frames  in  question  were  examined  on  April 
11  by  the  master  mechanic  of  the  Boston  Park 
Department  and  to  all  appearances  were  perfectly 
sound. 

I  am  submitting  copy  of  a  report  from  the 
Deputy  Commissioner,  also  one  from  the  Super- 
intendent of  Parks,  relative  to  same. 

Very  respectfully  yours, 
William  P.  Lomg,  Chairman. 

City  of  Boston, 
Park  Department,  May  18,  1931. 
Mr.  William  P.  Long, 

Chairman  Board  of  Park  Commissioners. N 

Dear  Sir, — The  following  report  on  accident  at 
the  Matthew  J.  Sweeney  Playground,  South 
Boston,  has  been  submitted  by  Foreman  Francis 
E.  McCarthy: 

"May  15,  1931,  at  4.45  p.  m.,  end  section  of 
swing  frame,  without  warning,  snapped  off  at 
base,  carrying  one  section  of  frame  and  the  occu- 
pants to  the  ground,  resulting  in  injury  to  three 
persons,  one  of  whom  died  at  5.05  p.  m.  at  the 
Carney  Hospital. 

"Theresa  Kennedy,  three  and  a  half  years  of 
age,  176  Gold  street,  South  Boston,  was  the 
person  who  died  at  the  hospital. 

"Mary  Bennett,  thirteen  years,  79  F  street,  and 
Charles  Eagan,  twelve  years,  of  4  Lovis  street, 
were  injured,  treated  at  the  Carney  Hospital  and 
after  treatment  taken  home  by  their  parents. 

"The  upright  3-inch  heavy  pipe,  10  feet  high, 
holding  horizontal  bar,  3-inch  heavy  pipe  support- 
ing four  swings.  The  upright  pipe  supporting 
four  swings.  The  upright  pipe  broke  off  about  J 
inch  above  concrete  base,  and  could  not  be  fore- 
seen. Pipe  was  inspected  and  passed  by  Mr. 
Conley  before  swings  were  put  up  in  April  and 
again  about  two  weeks  ago." 

Respectfully  yours, 
Charles  A.  Hogan,  Deputy  Commissioner. 

City  of  Boston, 
Park  Department,  May  18,  1931. 
Mr.  Charles  A.  Hogan, 

Deputy  Park  Commissioner. 
Dear  Sir, — The  accompanying  report  submitted 
by  Foreman  Francis  E.  McCarthy  of  the  South 
Boston  district,  and  police  of  Station  6,  in  relation 
to  the  death  of  the  late  Theresa  Kennedy,  176 
Gold  street,  South  Boston,  speak  for  themselves. 

The  framework  and  hangers  were  inspected 
and  the  necessary  repairs  made  by  Foreman  of 
Mechanics,  Mr.  Conley,  before  the  swings  were 
put  up  in  April. 

The  breaking  of   the  heavy  3-inch  pipe  which 
caused  the  death  of  the  child  was  unforeseen. 
Respectfully  submitted, 
R.  J.  Hayden, 
Superintendent  of  Parke. 
Placed  on  file. 


REPORT   FROM   ZONING    BOARD. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  June  15,  1931. 
To  the  City  Counril. 

Gentlemen, — I  herewith  transmit  to  you  report 
from  Zoning  Board  relative  to  your  request  to 
prevent  the  placing  of  a  coal  yard  adjacent  to  the 
residential  properties  on  Adams  street  and  Huntoon 
street,  Dorchester.  This  is  in  reply  to  your  order 
of  June  1,  1931. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Board  of  Zoning  Adjustment,  June  11,  1931. 
Hon.  James  M.  Curley, 

Mayor  of  Boston. 
Dear  Sir, — The  Board  of  Zoning  Adjustment  of 
the  City  of  Boston  is  in  receipt  of  the  following 
order  from  the  City  Council: 
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"Ordered,  That  the  Zoning  Board,  through  hiB 
Honor  the  Mayor,  be,  and  the  same  Board  hereby 
is,'  respectfully  requested  to  advise  the  City 
Council  forthwith  concerning  zoning  restrictions, 
if  any,  which  should  prevent  the  placing  of  a  coal 
yard  along  the  line  of  the  new  rapid  transit  adjacent 
to  residential  properties  on  Adams  street  and 
Huntoon  street,  Dorchester;   and  be  it  further 

"Ordered,  That  if  present  zoning  restrictions 
do  not  prevent  the  construction  of  such  nuisance 
in  a  residential  neighborhood,  that  hearing  be 
had  with  reference  to  a  proper  restriction  in  said 
neighborhood." 

Section  18,  chapter  488,  of  the  Acts  of  1924 
(commonly  known  as  the  Zoning    Law),  provides: 

"It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  building  commis- 
sioner of  the  City  of  Boston  to  enforce  the  pro- 
visions of  this  act  in  manner  and  form  and  with 
powers  similar  to  those  practised  or  provided 
under  the  aforesaid  building  law." 

Paragraph  2  of  the  foregoing  section,  provides: 

"Upon  any  well  founded  information  in  writing 
from  any  person  aggrieved  that  the  provisions  of 
this  chapter  are  being  violated  or  upon  his  own 
initiative,  the  building  commissioner  shall  take 
immediate  steps  to  enforce  the  provisions  of  this 
act  by  causing  complaint  to  be  made  before  the 
municipal  court  of  the  city  of  Boston  or  by  apply- 
ing for  an  injunction  in  the  superior  court." 

The  interpretation  and  enforcement  of  the 
Zoning  Law  is,  therefore,  vested  in  the  Building 
Comrhissioner  and  opportunity  provided  for 
action  in  case  of  violation  of  the  act. 

The  Board  of  Zoning  Adjustment,  established 
under  the  provisions  of  section  20,  chapter  488,  of 
the  Acts  of  1924  and  amendments  thereto,  is 
authorized  to  change  the  boundary  lines  of  the 
zoning  districts  under  certain  given  conditions, 
involving  petition,  public  hearing,  advertisement 
and  notice  to  property  owners. 

The  Board  of  Zoning  Adjustment  would  be 
glad  to  entertain  a  petition  at  any  time  from  resi- 
dents in  the  vicinity  of  Adams  street  and  Huntoon 
street,  Dorchester,  but  the  first  step  would  appear 
to  be  to  secure  from  the  office  of  the  Building 
Commissioner  information  as  to  the  present  zoning 
regulations  in  this  vicinity  and  whether  or  not 
they  are  being  violated. 

Respectfully  yours, 
Frederic  H.  Fay,  Chairman. 

Placed  on  file. 


AUTOMATIC   TRAFFIC   SIGNAL. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  June  8,  1931. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — 1  herewith  transmit  to  you  report 
from  Hon.  Joseph  A.  Conry,  Traffic  Commis- 
sioner, relative  to  your  request  to  install  an  auto- 
matic traffic  signal  at  the  junction  of  Geneva 
avenue  and  Bowdoin  street.  This  is  in  reply  to 
your  order  of  June  1,  1931. 

Respectfully, 
Joseph  McGrath,  Acting  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Traffic  Commission,  June  6,  1931. 
Hon.  Joseph  McGrath, 

Acting  Mayor  of  Boston. 

Dear  Sir, — The  Traffic  Commission  is  in  receipt 
of  order  of  the  City  Council  dated  June  1,  1931, 
as  follows: 

"Ordered,  That  the  Traffic  Commission  be  re- 
quested, through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  install 
an  automobile  traffic  signal  at  the  junction  of 
Geneva  avenue  and  Bowdoin  street.  Ward  15, 
where  a  number  of  serious  accidents  have  occurred 
in  the  past. 

This  intersection  has  been  under  the  observation 
of  the  Traffic  Commission  for  some  time. 

We  are  happy  to  state  that  no  fatalities  have 
occurred  at  this  corner  during  the  past  four  years. 

In  order,  however,  to  comply  with  the  request 
of  those  representing  the  neighborhood  orders 
have  been  given  to  establish  warning  signs  which, 
it  is  hoped,  will  give  all  the  protection  which  the 
present  traffic  requires. 

Respectfully  yours, 
Joseph  A.  Conry,  Commissioner. 

Placed  on  file. 


COST   OF   ADDITION   TO   WARD  3 
WARDROOM. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  June  8,  1931. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  herewith  transmit  to  you  report 
from  John  P.  Englert,  Superintendent  of  Public 
Buildings,  regarding  your  request  for  an  estimate 
of  the  cost  of  placing  an  additional  story  on  the 
building  known  as  the  Ward  3  wardroom,  on 
Blossom  street.  This  is  in  reply  to  your  order  of 
May  26,  1931. 

Respectfully, 
Joseph  McGrath,  Acting  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Public  Buildings  Department,  May  29,  1931. 
Hon.  Joseph  McGrath, 

Acting  Mayor  of  Boston. 
Dear  Sir, — Replying  to  the  order  of  the  City 
Council  of  May  26  requesting  the  Superintendent 
of  Public  Buildings,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor, 
to  furnish  the  City  Council  with  an  estimate  of  the 
cost  of  putting  an  additional  story  on  the  building 
known  as  the  Ward  3  wardroom.  Blossom  street, 
with  gymnasium  and  shower  baths,  I  respectfully 
report  that  it  would  cost  at  least  $25,000  to  make 
said  changes  and  at  the  present  time  there  is  no 
appropriation  for  doing  said  work.  There  would 
have  to  be  an  appropriation  made  to  do  this  work 
and  I  await  your  pleasure  in  the  premises. 
Respectfully  yours, 

John  P.  Englert, 
Superintendent  of  Public  Buildings. 
Placed  on  file. 


RIKLE    RANGE,   WAKEFIELD. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston. 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  June  8,  1931. 
To  the  City  Council. 

( Gentlemen, — I  herewith  transmit  to  you  report 
from  John  P.  Englert,  Superintendent  of  Public 
Buildings,  relative  to  your  request  to  increase  the 
allowance  appropriated  for  the  use  of  the  rifle 
range  at  Wakefield.  This  is  in  reply  to  your 
order  of  May  26,  1931. 

Respectfully, 
JosErH  McGrath,  Acting  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Public-  Buildings  Department,  May  29,  1931. 
Hon.  Joseph  McGrath, 

Acting  Mayor  of  Boston. 
Dear  Sir, — Replying  to  the  order  of  the  City 
Council  of  May  26,  that  the  Superintendent  of 
Public  Buildings  be  requested,  through  the  Acting 
Mayor,  to  increase  from  $7,000  to  $8,000  the 
allowance  for  the  use  of  the  rifle  range  at  Wake- 
field. I  respectfully  state  that  there  is  an  allow- 
ance of  $7,000  for  this  service  at  the  present 
time  in  my  budget  and  there  is  no  way  this  can  be 
changed  except  through  an  order  of  the  City 
Council  providing  money  for  same.  I  can  assure 
you  that  if  this  had  been  presented  to  me  before 
my  budget  figures  were  made  up,  I  should  have 
been  only  too  glad  to  provide  for  $8,000  instead 
of  $7,000. 

Respectfully  yours. 

John  P.  Englert, 
Superintendent  of  Public  Buildings. 
Placed  on  file. 


PETITIONS   REFERRED. 

The  following  petitions  were  received  and 
referred  to  the  committees  named,  viz.: 

Claims. 

Mildred  K.  Berry,  for  compensation  for  in- 
juries caused  by  an  alleged  defect  in  Blue  Hill 
avenue. 

Lily  B.  Brigham,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  an  alleged  defect  in  Binney  street. 

James  Burns,  for  refund  on  pedler's  license. 

Myrtle  E.  Butler,  for  compensation  for  in- 
juries caused  by  an  alleged  defect  at  132  Congress 
street. 

Elizabeth  Carmody,  for  compensation  for  in- 
juries caused  by  an  alleged  defect  in  Winslow 
court. 


JUNE    15,    1931. 
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Frances  Cohan,  for  refund  on  soft  drinks  license 

Anna  Cohen,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  an  alleged  defect  in  Dudley  street. 

Thomas  Connolly,  for  compensation  for  loss  of 
property  taken  by  ashmen  at  70  Baxter  street, 
South  Boston. 

Mrs.  M.  L.  Creamer,  for  compensation  for  in- 
juries caused  by  an  alleged  defect  at  125  North- 
ampton street. 

Charles  Daly,  for  compensation  for  damage  to 
property  caused  by  an  alleged  defect  in  Water 
street,  Hyde  Park. 

Mrs.  Dennis  Donnelly,  for  compensation  for 
injuries  caused  by  an  alleged  defect  at  585  East 
Fourth  street. 

Meyer  Fagelman,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  an  alleged  defect  in  yard  of  Boston 
Latin  School. 

Norah  M.  Flynn,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  property  at  88  Etna  street,  Brighton,  caused 
by  change  of  grade  of  street. 

S.  C.  Gregoire,  for  compensation  for  damage  to 
car  by  city  wagon. 

Grace  Hewitt,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  an  alleged  defect  at  489  Washington 
street. 

John  McKay,  for  compensation  (or  loss  of  false 
teeth  at  City  Hospital. 

Dorothy  L.  Millett,  for  compensation  for  dam- 
age to  property  at  85  Lasell  street,  WeBt  Roxbury, 
caused  by  installing  of  sidewalks. 

Dorothy  E.  Mills,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  an  alleged  defect  at  4374  Washington 
Btreet. 

Timothy  F.  Murphy,  to  be  reimbursed  for 
expenses  incurred  in  repairing  drain  at  817-825 
Washington  street. 

Joseph  Panella,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  property  at  1  Oneida  street,  caused  by  defective 
water  pipe. 

Axel  F.  Peterson,  for  compensation  for  expenses 
incurred  in  repairing  sewer  drain  at  53  West 
Cottage  street,  Roxbury. 

Photo  Finishing  Company,  for  compensation  for 
damages  caused  by  alleged  defect  in  Marbury 
terrace. 

Pilgrim  Lunch,  Inc.,  for  refund  on  victualler's 
license. 

Francis  E.  Ronan,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  car  by  fire  apparatus. 

Jacob  Rosenfield,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  truck  by  city  cart. 

Samuel  Rumsey,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  property  at  193A  Woodrow  avenue,  caused  by 
overflow  of  sewage. 

Patrick  A.  Sabbia,  for  compensation  for  in- 
juries caused  by  an  alleged  defect  in  Hanover 
street. 

Mr.  St.  Laurent,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  car  caused  by  ball  thrown  from  Carter's  Play- 
ground. 

John  R.  Samaha,  for  refund  on  soft  drinks 
license. 

Albert  Silva,  lor  compensation  for  damage  to 
property  caused  by  an  alleged  defect  at  1433 
Dorchester  avenue. 

Arthur  Stiglitz  el  al.,  for  compensation  for  dam- 
age to  car  and  personal  injuries  caused  by  city 
truck. 

Charles  Stoddard,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  coat  caused  by  catching  on  wall  of  Fire  Depart- 
ment Building,  Albany  and  Bristol  streets. 

Patrick  J.  Sullivan,  for  compensation  for  dam- 
age to  property  at  96  Etna  street,  Brighton, 
caused  by  changing  of  grade  of  street. 

George  Upton,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  property  at  126  State  street,  caused  by  bursting 
of  water  main. 

John  E.  Vargas,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
received  on  ferryboat  "Daniel  McCormack." 

George  Hoffman,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  car  caused  by  cty  truck. 

Executive. 

Petitions  of  children  under  fit  teen  years  of  age 
for  permission  to  appear  at  places  of  public  amuse- 
ment, viz.: 

Mary  E.  Ring,  Brighthelmstone  Hall,  June  19. 

Esther  Lyons,  Whiton  Hall,  June  15. 

|Rev.  L.  Toma,  East  Boston  High  School,  June  19. 

iHelen  M.  Dunn,  East  Boston  High  School, 
June  15, 

Rose  Sidman,  Sarah  Greenwood  Hall,  June  12. 

Kay  A.  McDermott,  Roxbury  Memorial  High 
School,  June  10. 

Lavinia  A.  Hogan,  Repertory  Hallf  June  15. 


Petition  of  Susan  Hodgdon  of  Health  Depart- 
ment for  retirement  under  chapter  765  of  Acts 
of  1914,  as  amended  by  chapter  63  of  Acts  of 
1915. 

Committee  on  Unclaimed  Baggage. 

Petition  of  the  Boston  &  Maine  Railroad  asking 
authority  to  sell  unclaimed  baggage,  in  accordance 
with  chapter  95  of  Revised  Laws,  at  public  auction 
some  time  during  latter  part  of  July,  1931. 


CONSTABLES'    BONDS. 

The  constables'  bonds  of  Elmer  S.  Nyman, 
Frank  J.  Macchia,  St.  Clair  E.  Hale,  John  J. 
Miller  and  Joseph  Granara,  having  been  duly 
approved  by  the  City  Treasurer,  were  received 
and  approved. 


NUMBER  OF   PERSONS   LIABLE   TO 
ENROLLMENT. 

Notice  was  received  from  the  Assessing  Depart- 
ment that  number  of  persons  in  City  of  Boston 
liable  to  enrollment  in  the  militia  in  1931  is  found 
to  be  145,087. 

Placed  on  file. 

SIDEWALK   ON  POND   STREET. 
Coun.  LYNCH  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,    That    the    Commissioner    of    Public 
Works  make  a  sidewalk  along  Pond  street  (both 
sides),   from    Columbia    road   easterly   to   existing 
edgeetone,  Ward  7,  in  front  of  the  estates  border- 
ing  thereon;    said   sidewalk   to  be  from   3   to   10 
inches  above  the  gutter  adjoining,  to  be  from  5  to 
12  feet  in  width,  and  to  be  built  of  artificial  stone, 
with  granite  edgestones,   under  the  provisions  of 
chapter  196  of  the  Special  Acts  of  1917. 
Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


SIDEWALK    ASSESSMENTS. 

Communications  were  received  from  the  Com- 
missioner of  Public  Works  with  accompanying 
schedules  and  orders,  showing  names  of  owners  of 
record  of  estates  and  cost  of  constructing  artificial 
stone  sidewalks,  half-cost  to  be  assessed  to  owners, 
on  following  streets,  viz.: 

Half  Cost. 

Anawan  avenue,  Ward  20 $2,878  82 

Belgrade  avenue,  Ward  20 215  37 

East  Eighth  street,  Ward  7 , 215  08 

East  Third  street,  Ward  6 .         341  38 

Eliot  street,  Ward  19 1,275  45 

Linden  street,  Ward  21 1,012   18 

Monks  street,  Ward  6 294  25 

Mt.  Hope  street,  Ward  18 3,311   60 

Park  street,  Ward  17 345  26 

Prospect  avenue,  Ward  19 2,585  45 

Rill  street,  Ward  15 784  08 

The  orders  were  severally  passed  under  suspen- 
sion of  the  rule. 


ORDINANCE   CONCERNING    HAWKERS 

AND   PEDLERS. 

Coun.  FITZGERALD  offered  the  following: 

An  Ordinance  Concerning  Hawkers  and  Pedlcrs. 
Be  it  ordained  by  the  City  Council  of  Boston,  as 
follows: 

Chapter  thirty-nine  of  the  Revised  Ordinances 
of  1925  is  hereby  amended  in  section  nineteen  as 
Follows: 

In  the  third  paragraph  of  said  section  by  insert- 
ing after  the  word  "persons"  the  words  "sixteen 
years  of  age  or  over"  so  that  said  paragraph  as 
amended  will  read  as  follows: 

"The  health  commissioner  is  hereby  authorized 
to  grant  licenses  to  hawk  or  peddle  fruits  and 
vegetables  to  persons  sixteen  years  of  age  or  over 
who  have  complied  with  the  foregoing  require- 
ments, such  licenses  to  be  for  the  term  of  one 
year  from  the  date  of  issue,  and  to  charge  therefor 
a  license  fee  of  five  dollars  per  annum  " 

In  the  last  paragraph  of  said  section  by  striking 
out  the  words  "unless  such  minors  hawk  or  peddle 
fruits  or  vegetables"  so  that  said  paragraph  as 
amended  will  read  as  follows: 
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CITY  COUNCIL. 


"The  foregoing  provisions  shall  not  apply  to 
minors  licensed  by  the  mayor  and  city  council." 

Referred,  on  motion  of  Coun.  FITZGERALD, 
to  the  Executive  Committee. 


WARD   3   IMPROVEMENTS. 

Coun.  FITZGERALD  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,    That    the    Commissioner    of    Public 
Works  be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor, 
to  repave  Hudson  street,   Ward  3,  with  smooth 
paving. 

Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the 
Mayor,  to  repave  Chardon  street,  Ward  3,  with 
granite  block  paving. 

Severally  passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


MUNICIPAL   BUILDING, 
FIELD. 


FRANKLIN 


Coun.  RUBY  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  chapter  294  of  the  Acts  of  1931, 
entitled  "An  Act  providing  for  the  Construction  of 
a  Municipal  Building  on  Franklin  Field  in  the 
Dorchester  District  of  the  City  of  Boston"  be, 
and  hereby  is,  accepted. 

Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 


WARD    15   IMPROVEMENTS. 

Coun.  KELLY  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,    That   the    Fire   Commissioner    be   re- 
quested, through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  install  a 
fire  alarm  box  at  the  corner  of  Auckland  street  and 
Bay  street,  Ward  15. 

Ordered,  That  the  Board  of  Street  Commis- 
sioners be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor, 
to  accept  and  lay  out  as  a  public  highway  Cottage 
park.  Ward  15. 

Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  make  a  sidewalk  along  Bellevue  street, 
from  Columbia  road  to  Quincy  street,  Ward  15, 
in  front  of  the  estates  bordering  thereon;  said 
sidewalk  to  be  from  3  to  10  inches  above  the  gutter 
adjoining,  to  be  from  5  to  12  feet  in  width,  and  to 
be  built  of  artificial  stone,  with  granite  edgestones, 
under  the  provisions  of  chapter  196  of  the  Special 
Acts  of  1917. 

Severally  passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


MUNICIPAL  BUILDING,   FIELDS  CORNER 
SECTION. 

Coun.  FISH  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  chapter  295  of  the  Acts  of  1931, 
entitled  "An  Act  Providing  for  the  Construction 
of  a  Municipal  Building  in  the  Fields  Corner 
Section  of  the  Dorchester  District  of  the  City  of 
Boston"  be.  and  hereby  is,  accepted. 

Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 


LOCKER   BUILDING,   EAGLE   HILL 
PLAYGROUND. 

Coun.  DONOVAN  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  twenty-five  thousand 
dollars  be,  and  the  same  hereby  is,  appropriated, 
to  be  expended  under  the  direction  of  the  Park 
Commission,  for  the  construction  of  a  locker 
building  on  the  Eagle  Hill  Playground,  Ward  1, 
and  that  to  meet  such  expense  the  City  Treasurer 
be  authorized  to  issue,  from  time  to  time,  at  the 
request  of  the  Mayor,  bonds  or  certificates  of 
indebtedness  of  the  city  to  said  amount. 
Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 


SIDEWALK   ON   LEYDEN   STREET. 

Coun.  DONOVAN  offered  the  following; 

Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  make  a  sidewalk  along  Leyden  street 
(south  side),  from  Blackinton  street  to  No.  169, 


Ward  1,  in  front  of  the  estates  bordering  thereon; 
said  sidewalk  to  be  from  3  to  10  inches  above  the 
gutter  adjoining,  to  be  from  5  to  12  feet  in  width, 
and  to  be  built  of  artificial  stone,  with  granite 
edgestones,  under  the  provisions  of  chapter  196  of 
the  Special  Acts  of  1917. 
Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


SIDEWALKS   IN   WARD    11. 

Coun.  ENGLERT  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  make  a  sidewalk  along  Glen  road,  both 
sides,  from  Washington  street  to  Franklin  Park, 
Ward  11,  in  front  of  the  estates  bordering  thereon; 
said  sidewalk  to  be  from  3  to  10  inches  above  the 
gutter  adjoining,  to  be  from  5  to  12  feet  in  width, 
and  to  be  built  of  artificial  stone,  with  granite 
edgestones,  under  the  provisions  of  chapter  196 
of  the  Special  Acts  of  1917. 

Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  make  a  sidewalk  along  School  street  (both 
sides),  from  Washington  street  to  Walnut  avenue. 
Ward  11,  in  front  of  the  estates  bordering  there- 
on; said  sidewalk  to  be  from  3  to  10  inches  above 
the  gutter  adjoining,  to  be  from  5  to  12  feet  in 
width,  and  to  be  built  of  artificial  stone,  with 
granite  edgestones,  under  the  provisions  of  chapter 
196  of  the  Special  Acts  of  1917. 

Severally  passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


SIDEWALK   ON   TALBOT   AVENUE. 

Coun.  WILSON  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  make  a  sidewalk  along  Talbot  avenue, 
from  442  to  450,  Ward  17,  in  front  of  the  estates 
bordering  thereon;  said  sidewalk  to  be  from  3  to 
10  inches  above  the  gutter  adjoining,  to  be  from 
5  to  12  feet  in  width,  and  to  be  built  of  artificial 
stone,  with  granite  edgestones,  under  the  pro- 
visions of  chapter  196  of  the  Special  Acts  of  1917. 
Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


WARD  19    IMPROVEMENTS. 

Coun.  MURRAY  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Traffic  Commission  be  re- 
quested, through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  eliminate 
parking  on  both  sides  of  Burroughs  street,  Ward 
19,  from  Centre  street  to  the  further  end  of  the 
Agassiz  School. 

Ordered,  That  the  Police  Commissioner  be 
requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  pro- 
vide a  new  ambulance  for  Police  Division  13, 
Jamaica  Plain. 

Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  make  a  sidewalk  along  Walk  Hill  street 
(east  sideL  from  Fire  House  to  Wachusett  street, 
Ward  19,  in  front  of  the  estates  bordering  thereon, 
said  sidewalk  to  be  from  3  to  10  inches  above 
the  gutter  adjoining,  to  be  from  5  to  12  feet  in 
width,  and  to  be  built  of  artificial  stone,  with 
granite  edgestones,  under  the  provisions  of  chap- 
ter 196  of  the  Special  Acts  of  1917. 

Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  make  a  sidewalk  along  Forbes  street 
(southwest  side),  from  Centre  street  to  Chestnut 
avenue,  Ward  19,  in  front  of  the  estates  bordering 
thereon,  said  sidewalk  to  be  from  3  to  10  inches 
above  the  gutter  adjoining,  to  be  from  5  to  12 
feet  in  width,  and  to  be  built  of  artificial  stone, 
with  granite  edgestones,  under  the  provisions  of 
chapter  196  of  the  Special  Acts  of  1917. 

Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  make  a  sidewalk  along  Walk  Hill  street 
(west  side),  from  Bourne  street  to  No.  Ill,  inclu- 
sive. Ward  19,  in  front  of  the  estates  bordering 
thereon,  said  sidewalk  to  be  from  3  to  10  inches 
above  the  gutter  adjoining,  to  be  from  5  to  12  feet 
in  width,  and  to  be  built  of  artificial  stone,  with 
granite  edgestones,  under  the  provisions  of  chapter 
196  of  the  Special  Acts  of  1917. 

Severally  passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 
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WARD  21   IMPROVEMENTS. 

Coun.  HEIN  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Board  of  Street  Commis- 
sioners be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the 
Mayor,  to  accept  and  lay  out  as  a  public  highway 
Walbridge  street,  Ward  21. 

Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  make  a  sidewalk  along  Ashford  street 
(south  side),  from  Ashford  terrace  to  Malvern 
street,  Ward  21,  in  front  of  the  estates  bordering 
thereon;  said  sidewalk  to  be  from  3  to  10  inches 
above  the  gutter  adjoining,  to  be  from  5  to  12 
feet  in  width,  and  to  be  built  of  artificial  stone, 
with  granite  edgestones,  under  the  provisions  of 
chapter  196  of  the  Special  Acts  of  1917. 


Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  make  a  sidewalk  along  Gardner  street 
(north  side),  from  Linden  street  to  No.  40  (inclu- 
sive), Ward  21,  in  front  of  the  estates  bordering 
thereon;  said  sidewalk  to  be  from  3  to  10  inches 
above  the  gutter  adjoining,  to  be  from  5  to  12  feet 
in  width,  and  to  be  built  of  artificial  stone,  with 
granite  edgestones,  under  the  provisions  of  chap- 
ter 196  of  the  Special  Acts  of  1917. 

Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  make  a  sidewalk  along  Cambridge  street, 
No.  390  (50  feet  long),  Ward  21,  in  front  of  the 
estates  bordering  thereon;  said  sidewalk  to  be 
from  3  to  10  inches  above  the  gutter  adjoining, 
to  be  from  5  to  12  feet  in  width,  and  to  be  built  of 
artificial  stone,  with  granite  edgestones,  under  the 
provisions  of  chapter  196  of  the  Special  Acts  of 
1917. 

Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  make  a  sidewalk  along  Ashford  street 
(north  side),  from  No.  54  (inclusive)  to  Malvern 
street,  Ward  21,  in  front  of  the  estates  bordering 
thereon;  said  sidewalk  to  be  from  3  to  10  inches 
above  the  gutter  adjoining,  to  be  from  5  to  12  feet 
in  width,  and  to  be  built  of  artificial  stone,  with 
granite  edgestones,  under  the  provisions  of  chapter 
196  of  the  Special  Acts  of  1917. 

Severally  passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


SIDEWALKS,  WARD  22. 

Coun.  GALLAGHER  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  make  a  sidewalk  along  Library  Building, 
Washington  and  Bigelow  streets  (200  feet  edge- 
stone),  Ward  22,  in  front  of  the  estates  bordering 
thereon;  said  sidewalk  to  be  from  3  to  10  inches 
above  the  gutter  adjoining,  to  be  from  5  to  12  feet 
in  width,  and  to  be  built  of  artificial  stone,  with 
granite  edgestones,  under  the  provisions  of  chap- 
ter 196  of  the  Special  Acts  of  1917. 

Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  make  a  sidewalk  along  Washington  street, 
from  Champney  street  to  Burton  street,  Ward  22, 
in  front  of  the  estates  bordering  thereon;  said 
sidewalk  to  be  from  3  to  10  inches  above  the  gutter 
adjoining,  to  be  from  5  to  12  feet  in  width,  and  to 
be  built  of  artificial  stone,  with  granite  edgestones, 
under  the  provisions  of  chapter  196  of  the  Special 
Acts  of  1917. 

Orders  severally  passed  under  suspension  of 
the  rule. 


WARD   14   IMPROVEMENTS. 

Coun.  RUBY  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Board  of  Street  Commis- 
sioners be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the 
Mayor,  to  accept  and  lay  out  as  a  public  highway 
Normandy  street,  from  Stanwood  street  to  Devon 
street,  Ward  14. 

Ordered,  That  the  Board  of  Street  Commis- 
sioners be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the 
Mayor,  to  accept  and  lay  out  as  a  public  highway 
Lucerne  street,  from  Callender  street  to  Stratton 
street,  Ward  14. 

Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  make  a  sidewalk  along  Kingsdale  street, 
from  48  to  56  and  from  53  to  55  (set  edgestone), 
Ward  14,  in  front  of  the  estates  bordering  thereon; 


said  sidewalk  to  be  from  3  to  10  inches  above  the 
gutter  adjoining,  to  be  from  5  to  12  feet  in  width, 
and  to  be  built  of  artificial  stone,  with  granite 
edgestones,  under  the  provisions  of  chapter  196  of 
the  Special  Acts  of  1917. 

Severally  passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


LOADING   PLATFORM,   HARRISON 
SQUARE. 
Coun.  FISH  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Transit  Commission  be  re- 
quested, through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  proceed 
at  once  with  plans  and  construction  of  an  appro- 
priate loading  platform  for  passengers  at  Harrison 
square,  on  the  Dorchester  rapid  transit  line. 
Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


RESOLUTION   REGARDING   USE   OF 
SALARIES  FOR  POOR. 

Coun.  KELLY  offered  the  following: 

Whereas,  His  Honor  the  Mayor  and  City 
Treasurer  have  just  returned  from  a  five  weeks' 
vacation  touring  European  countries;   and 

Whereas,  Members  of  the  Police  Department 
and  employees  of  various  city  departments  have 
been  contributing  a  portion  of  their  salaries  to 
relieve  distress  among  the  worthy  poor  of  Boston; 
therefore,  be  it 

Resolved,  That  it  is  the  consensus  of  public 
opinion  that  the  moneys  received  by  his  Honor 
the  Mayor  and  City  Treasurer  in  the  form  of 
salaries  from  the  City  of  Boston,  which  accumu- 
lated while  they  were  enjoying  themselves  in 
Europe,  should  be  turned  over  to  the  Overseers  of 
Public  Welfare  for  distribution  among  the  worthy 
poor  of  our  city.         ( 

Coun.  KELLY — Mr.  President,  my  reason  for 
introducing  this  resolution  is  that  I  have  had  a 
considerable  number  of  letters  sent  to  me  from 
different  parts  of  Boston,  as  well  as  from  my  own 
ward,  many  of  them  coming  from  men  and  women 
employed  by  the  city  who  are  now  contributing  a 
certain  portion  of  their  salaries  in  order  to  relieve 
the  distress  existing  among  the  poor  people  of 
Boston.  Now  that  his  Honor  the  Mayor  is  home 
after  having  ironed  out  the  serious  difficulty 
between  the  Italian  Government  and  the  Roman 
Catholic  Church — according  to  himself — I  feel  that 
the  amount  of  money  here  referred  to,  about 
$3,000,  that  has  accumulated  in  salaries  to  these 
two  men  of  means  should  be  turned  over  to  aid 
the  poor  of  the  city.  I  can  see  a  number  of  ways 
in  which  that  money  might  be  very  well  used. 
For  example,  it  could  be  used  for  children  in  the 
various  wards  of  the  City  of  Boston  on  the  Fourth 
of  July,  enabling  them  to  have  a  little  ice  cream 
and  candy,  or  have  some  entertainment  afforded 
them.  I  know  that  the  Mayor,  returning  now  to 
his  duties 

Coun.  CURTIS — Mr.  President,  I  rise  to  a 
point  of  order,  that  this  resolution,  inasmuch  as  it 
is  worded  "That  it  is  the  consensus  of  public 
opinion,"  or  words  to  that  effect,  is  out  of  order, 
and  I  question  whether  we  can  properly  consider  it. 

President  McGRATH— The  Chair  will  rule  that 
the  point  of  order  is  well  taken,  and  will  rule  the 
resolution  out  of  order. 

Coun.  KELLY — Mr.  President,  I  am  going  to 
rise  to  say  a  few  words  in  taking  exception  to  your 
ruling,  sir. 

President  McGRATH — For  what  purpose  does 
the  gentleman  rise? 

Coun.  KELLY — To  take  exception  to  your 
ruling. 

President  McGRATH — Does  the  gentlemau 
appeal  from  the  decision  of  the  Chair? 

Coun.  KELLY — I  do,  Mr.  President,  but  before 
appealing  from  the  ruling  of  the  Chair  I  am  going 
to  remind  the  Chair  that  for  the  five  weeks  you 
were  Acting  Mayor  of  the  city  I  said  or  did  noth- 
ing that  would  embarrass  you. 

President  McGRATH — Are  you  going  to  appeal 
from  the  decision  of  the  Chair? 

Coun.  KELLY — I  am  going  to  appeal  from  the 
decision  of  the  Chair,  Mr.  President. 

President  McGRATH — Is  the  appeal  seconded? 

Coun.  KELLY — You  know  it  will  not  be 
seconded. 

President  McGRATH — The  appeal  from  the 
decision  of  the  Chair  is  lost. 
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Coun.  KELLY — Mr.  President,  now  just  a  few 
words  to  you,  as  the  mouthpiece  of  the  Mayor  of 
Boston. 

President  McGRATH— Motions,  orders  and 
resolutions. 

Coun.  KELLY — You  knew  that  the  Council 
would  be  with  you,  Mr.  President,  and  that  my 
appeal  would  not  be  seconded.  But  this  is  not 
proper  parliamentary  procedure.  It  is  very 
uncouth.  While  you  were  Acting  Mayor,  I  did 
not  introduce  any  order  that  would  embarrass  you 
in  any  way. 

Later  in  the  session,  Coun.  KELLY  offered  a 
resolution  and  said:  . 

Mr.  President,  I  am  going  to  ask  that  the  Chair 
be  very  careful  in  ruling  upon  this  resolution. 

President  McGRATH— Will  the  gentleman 
please  wait  until  the  resolution  has  been  read? 

Coun.  KELLY— Yes,  Mr.  President,  I  shall  be 
very  glad  to. 

Coun.  KELLY  offered  the  following: 
Whereas,    His    Honor    the    Mayor    and    City 
Treasurer  have  just  returned  from  a   five  weeks' 
vacation  touring  European  countries;   and 

Whereas,  Members  of  the  Police  Department 
and  employees  of  variouB  city  departments  have 
been  contributing  a  portion  of  their  salaries  to 
relieve  distress  among  the  worthy  poor  of  Boston; 
therefore,  be  it 

Resolved,  That  the  moneys  received  by  his 
Honor  the  Mayor  and  City  Treasurer  in  the  form 
of  salaries  from  the  City  of  Boston,  which  accumu- 
lated while  they  were  enjoying  themselves  in 
Europe,  should  be  turned  over  to  the  Overseers  of 
Public  Welfare  for  distribution  among  the  worthy 
poor  of  our  city. 

Coun.  KELLY — Mr.  President,  I  guess  you  will 
agree,  first  of  all,  that  this  resolution  is  in  order, 
won't  you,  before  1  start  to  speak  upon  it? 

President  McGRATH— That  is  not  the  motion 
before  the  house.  I  have  recognized  Councilor 
Kelly,  and  he  will  proceed. 

Coun.   KELLY — Mr.    President     1    understand 

that  I  am  recognized   and   therefore 

Coun.  BUSH— Mr.  President  I  still  feel  that  that 
resolution  is  not  in  order  as  it  is  a  resolution 
requesting  certain  employees  of  the  city  to  turn 
over  funds  of  their  own  to  meet  certain  necessities 
entirely  outside  of  city  debts  or  city  expenditures; 
that  the  resolution  is  something  over  which  the 
Council  has  absolutely  no  control,  and  into  which 
we  should  not  mix  at  all.  as  it  concerns  something 
which  is  none  of  our  business. 

President   McGRATH— The   point  of    order   is 
well  taken,  and  the  order  is  again  out  of  order. 
Coun.  KELLY — Mr.  President,  may  I  say  to 

you 

President  McGRATH — For  what  purpose  does 
the  gentleman  rise?  . 

Coun.  KELLY — I  want  to  contradict  you.  Mr. 

President,  by  saying  that  that  is  not  an  order  but 

a  resolution,  and  therefore  I  feel  that  it  is  in  order. 

President    McGRATH — Motions,     orders     and 

resolutions . 

Coun.  KELLY — Mr.  President,  such  resolutions 
are  in  order,  but,  of  course,  you  have  eighteen  or 
nineteen  here  to  stand  with  you.  But  this  is  a 
resolution,  and  not  an  order.  I  would  ask  for  a 
ruling  of  the  City  Clerk  on  this  particular  resolu- 
tion, whether  it  is  not  in  order. 

President  McGRATH — Motions,  orders  and 
resolutions. 

(An  order  was  introduced  at  this  point.) 
Later  in  the  session  Coun.  KELLY  said: 
Mr.  President,  I  rise  to  ask  you  a  question,  sir, 
as  presiding  officer. 

President  McGRATH— The  gentleman  will 
state  his  question. 

Coun.  KELLY — Mr.  President,  1  would  like  to 
know  if,  before  you  made  that  hasty  and  unfair 
ruling  regarding  my  resolution  as  to  the  opinion 
of  the  people  of  Boston,  you  consulted  our  City 
Clerk,  with  whom  you  always  consult  on  questions 
of  constitutionality  and  propriety  of  particular 
orders  and  resolutions,  or  did  you  just  act  as  an 
emissary  of  the  Mayor,  and  render  a  judgment  that 
would  be  against  me,  refusing  to  properly  recog- 
nize a  representative  of  15,000  people  here,  just  in 
order  to  cater  to  his  Honor's  wishes  and  get  into 
his  good  graces? 

President  McGRATH— If  the  gentleman  will 
pardon  the  Chair,  he  will  say  that  he  allowed  to 
the  gentleman  the  full  liberty  of  the  floor  up  to 
the  time  when  a  member  of  this  Council  from 
Ward  5  arose  to  a  point  of  order.  Again  he 
allowed  him  the  liberty  of  the  floor  up  to  the  time 


when  the  Councilor  from  Ward  12  arose  to  a 
point  of  order.  The  Chair  acts  of  his  own  volition 
in  ruling  on  points  of  order.  The  Chair  ruled  on 
both  points  of  order,  as  he  is  expected  to  do, 
and  ruled  that  in  his  judgment  both  points  of 
order  offered  on  this  floor  were  well  taken.  The 
Chair  has  ruled  in  each  instance  that  the  point  of 
order  was  well  taken. 

Coun.  KELLY — Mr.  President,  if  you  recall 
Council  or  Curtis'  objection,  it  was  to  the  particular 
wording  of  the  resolution,  where  it  referred  to  the 
consensus  of  public  opinion,  and  1  later  amended 
the  resolution  in  that  respect  to  cover  the  point 
to  which  he  objected;  and  I  would  again  ask  if 
you  got  the  advice  of  the  City  Clerk  on  the  matter. 

President  McGRATH— The  Chair  will  rule  that 
it  is  simply  a  waste  of  time  to  further  discuss 
the  matter,  as  there  is  no  motion  before  the  house. 

Coun.  KELLY — 1  guess,  then,  that  the  Chair 
will  waste  some  time  here.  The  Chair  only  repre- 
sents the  same  number  of  people  that  I  represent 
here,  and  don't  think  for  one  minute  that  you 
represent  one  iota  more.  1  am  simply  insisting 
on  proper  parliamentary  procedure. 


ELIMINATION   OF    MACHINERY. 
Coun.  DOWD  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  requested 
to  eliminate  the  use  of  machinery  in  street  con- 
struction for  a  period  of  one  year. 

Coun.  DOWD — Mr.  President,  this  is  a  r<  petition 
of   an  order  introduced   by  me  some  six   months 
ago,  calling  upon  his  Honor  the  Mayor  to  elimi- 
nate the  use  of  road  machinery  on  road  construc- 
tion for  the  period  of  one  year.     We  were  told  at 
that   time   by   leading   men   throughout   the  city, 
state  and  nation  that  the  depression  was  about 
over,  and  that  better  times  were  right  around  the 
corner.     I  am  now  introducing  this  order  because 
1  am  of  the  opinion  that  men  in  public  life  must 
face  the  truth,  and  the  truth  of  the  matter  is  that 
conditions  are  worse  now  than  they  have  been  for 
the    last    two    years.     Just    imagine,    gentlemen, 
$1,200,000   of   street   construction    and   sewerage 
work  going  on  in  the  City  of  Boston,  and  only 
two  hundred  and  thirty  men  employed  upon  it! 
So  I  say  to  you  that  when  we  are  told  that  the 
appropriation  of  millions  for  these  purposes  will 
relieve  unemployment,  we  are  not  being  told  the 
truth.     We  were  told  that  the  $16,000,000  appro- 
priated for  the  construction   of  the  East  Boston 
Tunnel  was  going  to  relieve  unemployment,  and 
yet  we  find  only  eighty-five  men  employed  over 
there.     We  were  told  the  same  thing  in  regard  to 
the   Governor   square   project,    and    we   find    but 
seven    hundred    and    fifty    men    employed    there. 
1  say  it  is  about  time  that  the  Executive  of  this 
city  took  some  action  to  relieve  the  present  situa- 
tion.    You  don't  have  to  believe  me.     You  can 
simply  take  the  figures  from  the  Welfare  Depart- 
ment for  the  month  of  May  and  see  for  yourselves 
what  the  situation  is,  despite  the  fact  that  we  have 
been   told   that   the  road   construction   and   other 
things  going  on  were  going  to  take  care  of  unem- 
ployment.    Take    your    golf    links    out    at    Hyde 
Park,  for  which  S227.000  has  been  appropriated, 
and   there  are   but  forty-seven   men   working  out 
there,  the  work  in  the  main  being  done  by  machines, 
as  it  is  being  done  on  these  other  projects  to  which 
I   have   referred.     Take    Marine   Park,    with    an 
appropriation  of  $200,000,   and   but  twenty-eight 
men    employed,     with    half    a    dozen    machines. 
That  is  the  situation,  gentlemen,  on   all  this  work 
that  is  being  done,  that  there  are  contractors  with 
machines  doing  the  work  and  but  a  few  men  are 
employed.     It  is  so  all  along  the  line.     The  labor- 
ing men  in  this  city  cannot  get  a  position  of  any 
kind  until  such  time  as  the  Mayor  of  Boston  and 
the  Public  Works  Commissioner  will  say,  "There 
will  be  no  more  road  machinery  used  for  a  period 
of  one  year."     1  realize  only  too  well  that  we  are 
in    an   era   of   progress   and    that   we   should    not 
stand  in  the  way  of  that  progress;     but,    at  the 
same  time,  1  feel  that  the  citizens  of  Boston  in  a 
time  like  this  are  entitled  to  some  consideration. 
And   any  man   in   this   Council   who   understands 
conditions  at  all  must  know  that  the  labor  that  is 
employed  by  these  contractors  is  ninety-nine  times 
out   of  one  hundred  foreign  labor.     You  can  find 
very  few  cases  on  any  job  where  the  work  is  being 
done  by  citizens  of  Boston.     1  say  it  is  about  time 
that  some  action  was  taken.     I  am  not  afraid  to 
face  the  truth,  and  the  truth  is  that  conditions 
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are  getting  worse,  and  unless  we  meet  the  situa- 
tion I  fear  for  what  will  happen  in  the  coming 
winter. 

Coun.  WILSON— Mr.  President,  1  regret  that 
I  did  not  carry  in  my  mind  the  exact  wording  of 
the  order.  But  1  did  see  the  question  raised  by 
eminent  authorities  in  the  Institute  of  Technology 
as  late  as  yesterday  whether  the  use  of  machines 
haB  handicapped  the  use  of  labor.  Now,  as  one 
of  the  twenty-two  members  of  the  City  Council, 
I  certainly  do  not  want  to  see  street  work  in  the 
ward  1  represent  greatly  handicapped  during  the 
most  important  months  in  the  year  because  the 
machinery  to  facilitate  that  work  is  not  used,  and 
if  the  order,  as  I  understand  it,  would  cripple 
street  work  in  Ward  17  for  that  reason,  I  could 
not  vote  for  it.  I  have  in  mind  that  the  chief 
trouble  in  street  work  is  the  doubling  up  of  con- 
tracts among  certain  contractors.  However,  I 
would  like  to  have  the  order  read  so  I  may  under- 
stand just  how  it  does  read. 

(The  order  was  read  for  the  information  of 
Coun.  Wilson.) 

Coun.  DOWD — Mr.  President,  replying  to  my 
good  friend,  the  councilor  from  Ward  17,  1  know 
that  he  cannot  be  serious  when  he  says  that 
machinery  is  not  hampering  the  laboring  man,  in 
a  time  like  this.  I  simply  want  him  to  go  out  to 
Washington  street,  Roxbury,  and  Magazine  street, 
Roxbury,  where  they  are  doing  jobs  largely  by 
machinery,  and  with  very  few  men.  On  Magazine 
street,  for  example,  you  will  find  eight  men  and 
two  machines.  I  will  agree  with  him  that  we 
should  not  hamper  street  construction  at  this  time 
of  year.  1  feel  that  there  is  no  real  reason  why 
we  should  do  so.  A  contractor  can  employ  a 
sufficient  number  of  men  on  the  job  to  put  them 
through  as  they  should  be  put  through.  If  a 
contractor,  for  example,  puts  fifty  men  at  work 
instead  of  six  men  on  a  street,  the  work  will  not  be 
hampered  but  will  go  along  just  as  fast  as  it  goes 
along  now  with  the  machinery. 

Coun.  WILSON — Mr.  President,  I  shall  be  very 
glad  to  vote  for  the  order  with  an  amendment 
that  the  machines  be  taken  off  the  work  in  those 
wards  where  the  councilors  favor  the  order.  But, 
personally,  1  have  no  objection  to  machines  being 
used  in  the  ward  I  represent,  because  1  like  to 
see  the  street  work  accomplished.  So  if  the  order 
is  amended  in  that  way,  so  that  Ward  17,  so  far 
as  I  am  concerned,  will  be  excepted,  I  will  vote 
for  it. 

Coun.  DOWD — I  might  inform  the  gentleman 
that  I  come  from  the  Mayor's  old  ward,  where 
unfortunately  very  little  street  work  is  being  done — 
in  fact,  as  little  as  possible. 

Coun.  MURRAY— Mr.  President,  the  Mayor 
comes  from  my  ward  now,  and  I  expect  to  have  a 
lot  of  street  work  done.  There  has  been  a  good 
deal,  and  1  hope  it  will  still  continue. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 

SICK   LEAVE  WITH   PAY. 

Coun.  DOWD  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  re- 
quested to  allow  fifteen  days  sick  leave  with 
pay,  exclusive  of  vacations,  to  all  city  employees. 

Coun.  DOWD— Mr.  President,  I  have  intro- 
duced that  order  because  I  am  aware  of  the  fact 
that  in  certain  departments  of  the  City  of  Boston 
employees  are  given  days  off,  weeks  off,  and  per- 
haps even  months  off  when  the  necessity  arises, 
if  they  are  sick  or  otherwise.  While  1  am  in 
accord  with  that  under  proper  conditions,  still  1  am 
firmly  of  the  opinion  that  the  laboring  men  and 
mechanics  who  toil  for  830  or  $33  a  week  should 
be  given  some  consideration  along  that  same  line. 
1  say  that  the  working  men  and  women  in  the  em- 
ploy of  the  City  of  Boston  should  have  that  same 
treatment  accorded  to  them,  that  they  are  entitled 
to  the  same  consideration  that  is  given  to  other 
employees  of  the  city,  and  that  is  given  men  and 
women  in  other  cities.  The  highly  paid  officials 
of  the  City  of  Boston  are  given  fifteen  days'  leave 
of  absence  exclusive  of  vacations  without  loss  of 
pay,  and  I  say  that  that  same  treatment  should 
certainly  be  accorded  other  employees  of  this  city, 
and  that  is  given  to  postal  employees  throughout 
the  country  and  employees  in  other  large  cities  of 
America — namely,  fifteen  days  sick  leave  without 
loss  of  pay. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  tne 
rule. 


APPROPRIATION  FOR   EMPLOYMENT    OF 
TEMPORARY   MEN. 

Coun.  DOWD  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,   That   his   Honor   the   Mayor  be   re- 
quested to  transfer  one  hundred  thousand  dollars 
from  the  various   departmental  appropriations  to 
be  applied  to  the  employment  of  temporary  men. 
Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


OBSERVANCE    OF    BUNKER    HILL    DAY. 

Coun.  GREEN  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,    That    his    Honor    the    Mayor    be   re- 
quested to  ask  the  merchants  of  Boston  to  close 
their  places   of   business     on    Bunker   Hill   Day, 
June  Seventeenth. 

Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  requested 
to  urge  the  heads  of  all  business  houses  in  Boston 
to  allow  employees,  who  live  in  Charlestown  and 
whose  services  can  be  dispensed  with,  the  day  off 
on  June  17  in  order  that  they  may  participate  in 
the  exercises  to  be  held  in  Charlestown  on  that 
date  in  connection  with  the  observance  of  the 
156th  anniversary  of  the  Battle  of  Bunker  Hill. 

Coun.  GREEN — Mr.  President,  I  do  not  want 
to  be  considered  as  a  disciple  or  apostle  of  Big  Bill 
Thompson  of  Chicago,  but  I  do  rise  in  protest  at 
this  time  when  Big  Business,  during  this  period 
of  depression  or  over-production  and  distress,  is  not 
willing  to  do  its  part  in  giving  boys  and  girls  and 
men  and  women  an  opportunity  to  enjoy  that 
17th  of  June  celebration.  Thousands  of  Charles- 
town people  are  working  in  those  houses.  Mr. 
President,  my  district  as  a  district  has  contributed 
a  good  many  pages  to  American  history.  It  is  an 
historic  shrine.  Therefore,  while  as  I  said  at  the 
beginning,  I  do  not  want  to  be  considered  a  disciple 
or  apostle  of  Big  Bill  Thompson,  I  do  trust  that 
none  of  the  Cecil  Rhodes  foundation  money  is 
being  used  to  drive  out  what  little  patriotic  spirit 
remains  in  the  hearts  of  the  children  of  my  district. 
Against  anything  of  that  sort  I  certainly  protest 
strongly,  and  I  trust  that  his  Honor  the  Mayor 
of  Boston  will  consult  the  business  firms  between 
now  and  June  17  and  see  if  they  cannot  at  least 
close  their  doors  for  a  sufficient  space  of  time  to  give 
Charlestown  men  and  women  and  boys  and  girls 
an  opportunity  to  enjoy  that  holiday. 

The  orders  were  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


CLEANING  OF  STREET  AREAS  IN  FRONT 
OF  CHURCHES. 

Coun.  GREEN  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the 
Mayor,  to  revert  to  the  former  practice  of  putting 
men  in  Street  Cleaning  Division  to  work  each 
Saturday  night  during  the  summer  months  to 
clean  and  sprinkle  the  street  area  in  front  of  the 
various  churches  in  Ward  2. 

Passed  uuder  suspension  of  the  rule. 


LOANS  OF   MONEY   BY    BANKS. 

Coun.  GREEN  offered  the  following: 

Whereas,  The  banks  of  Boston  are  filled  with 
idle  money,  of  no  benefit  to  those  who  need  it  and 
earning  nothing  for  the  banks;  and 

Whereas,  Loans  at  this  time  to  property  owners 
to  paint  and  repair  their  homes  and  other  build- 
ings would  stimulate  employment;  and 

Whereas,  It  is  the  duty  of  elective  officials  to 
be  unceasingly  vigilant  in  promoting  methods  to 
relieve  the  present  unprecedented  depression;  be  it 
therefore 

Resolved,  That  the  Boston  City  Council  recom- 
mend to  his  Honor  the  Mayor  that  he  exert  bis 
influence  with  the  financial  institutions  of  the  city 
to  the  end  that  they  release  their  horded  funds  on 
loans  to  property  owners  for  the  improvement  of 
their  real  estate  holdings. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


HAZING    OF    UNFIT    BUILDINGS. 

Coun.  QREEN  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,   That  the  Building   Commissioner   be 
requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  con- 
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demn  and  order  razed  all  buildings  that  are  unfit 
for  tenancy,  and  all  buildings  that  may  be  con- 
sidered as  fire  traps. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


SIDEWALK   ON   FOLSOM   STREET. 

President  McGRATH  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  make  a  sidewalk  along  Folsom  street,  both 
sides,  from  Woodward  Park  street  to  90  feet 
westerly,  Ward  13,  in  front  of  the  estates  border- 
ing thereon;  said  sidewalk  to  be  from  3  to  10 
inches  above  the  gutter  adjoining,  to  be  from  5  to 
12  feet  in  width,  and  to  be  built  of  artificial  stone, 
with  granite  edgestones,  under  the  provisions  of 
chapter  196  of  the  Special  Acts  of  1917. 
Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


ABATEMENT   TO   NEW  ENGLAND 
BUILDING    CORPORATION. 

Coun.  DOWD  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Board  of  Assessors  be  re- 
quested, through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  inform 
the  City  Council  why  a  large  abatement  was  given 
to  the  New  England  Building  Corporation  in  1931 
on  their  land  bounded  by  Dartmouth,  Stuart  and 
Clarendon  streets. 

Coun.  DOWD — Mr.  President,  for  some  time 
we  have  read  in  the  Boston  newspapers  attacks  by 
the  Mayor  on  real  estate  racketeers  and  on  real 
estate  exchanges  in  this  city.  I  am  vitally  inter- 
ested in  learning  why  the  New  England  Building 
Corporation,  which  owns  a  plot  of  land  in  back 
of  the  Copley-Plaza  Hotel — on  Stuart  street, 
bounded  by  Clarendon  and  Dartmouth  streets — 
received  an  abatement  in  1931,  and  why  for  the 
year  1925  thev  received  $12,758,  in  1926.  $12,758, 
and  in  1927,  $5,666.16— or  a  total  of  over  $31,000. 
Oh,  I  can  realize  and  understand  why  abatements 
should  be  made  down  in  this  end  of  the  town, 
because  it  has  gone  back  considerably  in  the  last 
few  years,  but  nobody  can  claim  that  an  abatement 
should  be  made  on  land  in  the  rear  of  the  Copley- 
Plaza  Hotel,  one  of  the  most  valuable  pieces  of 
land  in  the  entire  City  of  Boston.  That  is  one  of 
the  reasons  why  Boston  taxpayers  are  going  to  be 
faced  with  a  substantial  increase  in  their  taxes 
during  the  coming  year.  The  New  England  Build- 
ing Corporation  did  not  mean  anything  to  nie  until 
I  went  into  it  a  little  further  and  found  out  who 
was  behind  it.  Lo  and  behold,  the  man  behind 
it  is  the  real  estate  operator  who  is  a  close  personal 
friend  of  the  present  Mayor  of  Boston,  and  his 
name  is  William  J.  McDonald,  and  that  corpora- 
tion controls  some  of  the  most  important  and 
choicest  pieces  of  land  in  the  City  of  Boston.  But 
do  you  see  the  Assessors  going  into  your  ward.  Mr. 
President,  or  into  Charlestown,  East  Boston,  or 
other  districts  and  giving  them  large  abatements? 
Oh,  no.  But  we  find  these  abatements  given  in 
different  years  to  these  interests  represented  by 
Mr.  McDonald.  I  want  to  find  out  if  this  abate- 
ment business  is  tax  racketeering  or  not.  1  ani  go- 
ing to  find  out  what  the  facts  are,  because  they 
cannot  tell  you  or  tell  me  that  land  in  the  rear  of 
the  Copley-Plaza  Hotel  has  deteriorated  within  re- 
cent years.  As  we  all  know,  business  construction 
has  gone  out  that  way,  and  there  has  been  a  great 
increase  in  the  valuation  of  most  of  the  land  in  that 
district.  I  say  to  the  Board  of  Assessors  that  it  is 
about  time  that  these  tax  abatements  on  choice 
pieces  of  land  stopped.  The  taxpayers  of  Boston 
in  many  parts  of  the  city  are  entitled  to  serious 
consideration,  and  they  are  getting  none  whatever. 
But  the  New  England  Building  Corporation,  owned 
and  operated  by  William  J.  McDonald,  receives 
over  $31,000  in  the  way  of  abatements  for  several 
years  on  a  piece  of  land  in  the  rear  of  the  Copley- 
Plaza  Hotel. 

Coun.  KELLY — Mr.  President,  I  am  in  hearty 
accord  with  everything  that  the  councilor  from 
Roxbury  has  said  in  reference  to  tax  abatement. 
I  know  how  hard  it  is  for  some  poor  widows  in  my 
district  to  pay  their  taxes.  I  know  how  hard  it  is 
for  people  who  perhaps  own  a  two-family  house 
who  may  occupy  a  part  of  it  and  let  the  other,  or 
who  may  let  both  apartments,  to  get  along  at  this 
time,  when  they  are  frequently  unable  to  get  the 
rent  at  the  end  of  every  month.  Of  course  we 
have  all  heard  what  has  been  going  on  in  this 
matter  of  tax  abatement  on  some  property  in  this 


city;  and  yet  we  see  men  like  Mr.  McDonald 
getting  large  abatements,  while  other  poor  fellows 
who  need  help,  can  get  nothing  at  all.  The  man 
to  look  to  in  this  matter  is  the  Mayor — whose 
first  candidate  for  President  was  Owen  D.  Young, 
and  whose  present  candidate  is  Roosevelt.  He  is 
the  greatest  double-erosser  the  party  ever  knew, 
with  "Al"  Smith  still  a  candidate  for  President. 
If  this  commission  here  acrosB  the  street  should  go 
into  this  matter  of  tax  abatements,  Mr.  President, 
they  would  find  something  worth  while  looking" 
into.  They  would  find  out  whether  there  is  some 
truth  in  these  rumors  that  have  been  going  around. 
I  certainly  hope  that  the  order  will  be  passed 
unanimously  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


SOLDIERS'   RELIEF. 

Coun.  LYNCH,  acting  chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Soldiers'  Relief ,  submitted  report  recom- 
mending passage  of  order  for  payment  of  aid  to 
soldiers  and  sailors  and  their  families  in  the  City 
of  Boston  for  the  month  of  June,  1931. 

Report  accepted;   said  order  passed. 


FINANCE   COMMITTEE   REPORTS. 

Coun.  BUSH,  for  the  Committee  on  Finance, 
submitted  the  following: 

1.  Report  on  message  of  Mayor  and  order 
(referred  from  Committee  on  Finance  on  June  1) 
appropriating  $25,000  from  the  Reserve  Fund  for 
expenses  incurred  in  and  to  be  incurred  in  con- 
nection with  petition  filed  by  City  of  Boston  with 
Interstate  Commerce  Commission  relative  to  the 
elimination  of  port  differentials — recommending 
passage  of  order. 

The  report  was  accepted,  and  the  question 
came  on  the  passage  of  the  order. 

Coun.  KELLY — Mr.  President,  may  I  ask  how- 
much  money  this  is  that  we  are  giving  to  attorneys 
to  represent  the  Port  of  Boston  since  1  have 
assumed  office,  since  the  beginning  of  1930? 

Coun.  BUSH — Mr.  President  and  members  of 
the  Council,  I  believe  that  there  have  been  since 
we  took  office  this  year  two  other  appropriations 
of  $25,000  in  this  matter.  In  any  event,  this 
$25,000  here  will  make  a  total  of  $100,000  expended 
on  this  Port  Differential  case.  The  importance 
of  this  case  is  not  to  be  underestimated.  It  is  true 
that  we  had  no  idea  at  the  time  when  we  appro- 
priated the  first  $25,000,  or  even  the  second 
$25,000,  just  how  far  we  would  have  to  go  into 
this  question,  but,  having  committed  ourselves  to 
the  fight,  it  seems  that  we  now  ought  to  continue 
and  go  through  with  it,  as  there  seems  to  be  some 
chance  of  retaining  redress  for  the  Port  of  Boston. 
The  Corporation  Counsel  appeared  before  the 
committee  and  gave  us  full  information  as  to  just 
what  was  being  accomplished,  and  what  the  gist 
of  the  controversy  was.  It  seems  that  the  Port  of 
Boston  is  being  discriminated  against  in  this 
fashion,  that  freight  coming  in  through  New- 
Jersey  is  lightered  from  the  New  Jersey  shore  to 
the  ships  on  the  New  York  side,  and  that  this 
lighterage  is  given  free  of  charge  by  the  railroads, 
and  the  people  sending  freight  are  not  paying  that 
lighterage  charge.  Under  the  law  of  the  Interstate 
Commerce  Commission  a  railroad  is  supposed  to 
charge  a  certain  amount  for  the  transportation  of 
freight  in  proportion  to  the  cost  of  the  main- 
tenance and  upkeep  of  the  railroad.  If  those 
sending  the  freight  are  compelled  to  pay  the 
lighterage  charges  for  this  transportation  of  freight 
from  the  shore  to  the  ship,  the  cost  to  the  person 
sending  the  freight  will  be  so  great  as  to  make 
Boston  the  desirable  port  of  entry  and  departure, 
and  the  present  case  before  the  Interstate  Com- 
merce Commission  is  designed  to  cause  the  Inter- 
state Commerce  Commission  to  compel  this  rail- 
road to  make  that  lighterage  charge,  in  which 
event  the  Port  of  Boston  will  be  found  to  benefit 
thereby,  because  we  have  the  facilities  at  the 
docks  so  that  there  will  be  no  lighterage  in  Boston 
at  all,  but  the  ships  can  be  loaded  right  from  the 
docks.  Then,  being  one  day  nearer  Europe,  the 
transportation  charges  will  be  considerably  less 
than  they  are  at  the  present  time,  provided  this 
lighterage  charge  is  made.  That  seems  to  be  the 
main  question  involved.  As  to  what  progress 
they  have  made  in  the  matter,  I  might  add  that 
Jersey  City  is  spending  over  $100,000  in  fighting 
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this  case,  their  interest  being  more  or  less  allied 
with  Boston,  that  Newark  also  is  contributing  a 
substantial  sum,  the  amount  of  which  I  have  not 
been  able  to  ascertain  definitely,  but  1  understand 
about  $75,000,  and  that  New  York  City  has  four- 
teen lawyers  and  is  spending  about  $1,000,000  in 
order  to  attempt  to  defend  these  discriminatory 
rates.  It  seems  from  the  reports  published  in  the 
New  York  Journals  of  Commerce,  that  the  business 
people  of  New  York  are  badly  scared  at  the  possi- 
bility of  an  adverse  decision  and  are  fighting  the 
case  to  the  limit,  having  even  gone  so  far  as  to 
Btate  in  one  New  York  paper  that  it  means  the 
life  ot  the  city  of  New  York.  There  are  employed 
at  present  by  the  City  of  Boston  on  this  case  two 
engineers,  two  accountants,  one  stenographer,  two 
harbor  experts  and  two  lawyers.  One  of  these 
lawyers  is  Johnston  S.  Campbell,  a  former  chair- 
man of  the  Interstate  Commerce  Commission; 
the  other  is  George  S.  Parker,  the  former  chairman 
of  the  Railroad  Board  of  Administration  during 
the  war.  Mr.  Campbell's  fee  is  $30,000  for  the 
entire  case,  which  he  estimates  will  take  one  and 
one  half  years,  starting  in  August,  1930.  Mr. 
Parker's  fee  is  to  be  so  much  a  month  while  he 
works,  $1,500  per  month.  He  has  now  been 
working  on  the  case  for  four  weeks.  The  hearings 
were  held  in  New  York  by  three  examiners  ap- 
pointed by  the  Interstate  Commerce  Commission, 
who  are  in  the  nature  of  referees.  After  the  hear- 
ings in  New  York  are  completed — and  I  think 
hey  must  have  been  completed  by  this  time — 
the  hearings  will  be  continued  in  New  Jersey  for 
rebuttal.  That  will  take  about  two  weeks.  The 
case  will  then  be  sent  to  the  Interstate  Commerce 
Commission  in  Washington  for  action.  In  Wash- 
ington Mr.  Campbell  will  argue  on  the  facts  and 
Mr.  Parker  will  argue  on  the  railroad  schedules, 
while  our  own  Corporation  Counsel,  Samuel  Silver- 
man, will  argue  on  the  constitutional  law  ques- 
tions which  have  arisen  during  the  case.  The 
Boston  &  Maine  has  sent  two  men  to  assist  the 
Boston  crowd  in  the  trial.  At  the  first  hearing, 
on  the  opening  day  in  New  York,  over  six  hundred 
people  attended  the  hearing.  One  hundred  and 
twenty-two  witnesses  testified.  Testimony  was 
brought  into  the  hearing  room  by  the  truckload. 
It  now  develops  that  the  Associated  Industries, 
which  has  been  repeatedly  mentioned  here  on  the 
floor  of  the  Council  as  having  been  against  Boston 
in  this  case,  has  twelve  hundred  members,  and 
that  on  the  referendum  sent  out  to  them  as  to 
which  side  of  the  question  they  would  take  only 
forty  answered,  and  these  forty  were  against  Bos- 
ton. But  they  were  only  forty  out  of  twelve  hun- 
dred members.  Apparently  the  reason  why  they 
have  taken  a  position  against  Boston  is  that  their 
main  offices  are  in  New  York  with  merely  branch 
offices  in  the  City  of  Boston,  and  New  York  would 
have  a  good  deal  to  lose  if  the  bulk  of  this  transpor- 
tation came  through  Boston.  In  the  opinion  of  the 
Corporation  Counsel,  this  $25,000  will  be  the  last 
sum  that  will  be  necessary  to  fight  this  case  to  a 
finish.  It  would  seem  clear  that  the  possible 
tremendous  results  of  this  case  justify  an  expend- 
iture even  up  to  a  million  dollars,  as  a  favorable 
decision  for  this  city  would  be  of  tremendous  value 
to  the  future  of  Boston. 

Coun.  KELLY— Mr.  President,  1  have  listened 
intently  to  everything  the  chairman  of  the  com- 
mittee has  had  to  say  in  this  matter,  but  1  want 
to  recall  to  the  minds  of  the  members  of  this 
Council  that  the  people  whom  we  represent,  the 
people  out  on  th§  streets  and  around  about  their 
various  occupations  here  in  Boston,  are  not  able 
to  state  their  views  here  and  that  they  are  looking 
to  us  to  properly  represent  them,  and  that  before 
we  vote  for  an  expenditure  of  this  kind,  we  should 
take  into  consideration  the  fact  that  such  expend- 
itures are  among  the  reasons  why  taxes  in  this 
city  will  be  increased.  1  simply  wish  to  recall  in 
that  connection  the  fact  that  when  the  Corpora- 
tion Counsel  of  our  city  first  put  in  a  request  for 
an  appropriation  of  $25,000,  which  we  gave  to 
him  after  a  heated  debate  here  last  year,  he  assured 
ub  that  that  would  be  all^that  would  be  needed  to 
employ  these  outside  experts.  Now,  we  are 
appropriating  altogether  $100,000,  with  only  this 
same  man's  word,  word  which  he  gave  us  last 
year  that  it  is  the  end.  We  were  at  first  given 
the  assurance  by  him  that  the  amount  he  asked 
for  would  represent  the  total  amount,  and  it  has 
now  mounted  up  in  this  way  and  we  still  have 
only  his  word  that  this  will  probably  be  sufficient. 
I  say  that  the  Law  Department  up  there  on 
Beacon  street,  appointed  by  his  Honor  the  Mayor, 
has  twelve  or  fifteen  assistants,  drawing  very  high 


salaries,  and  why  cannot  the  head  of  that  depart- 
ment get  those  men  to  go  into  this  Boston  Port 
case  and  devote  their  time  to  it,  without  piling 
up  this  expenditure  against  our  city  treasury? 
There  are  fellows  up  there  who  have  time  to  do  it, 
and  it  will  save  money  for  the  City  of  Boston. 
I  say,  let  us  be  careful  before  voting  away  these 
sums  of  money,  in  the  present  condition  of  the 
City  of  Boston.  I  know  that  the  City  of  Boston 
is  being  run  like  a  monarchy,  like  Russia  of  old 
under  the  czar,  but  I  still  say  that  we  should  exer- 
cise our  duties  on  behalf  of  the  people  who  sent 
us  here,  and  not  allow  expenditures  of  this  sort 
to  be  rolled  up  when  they  are  unnecessary. 
And  so  I  ask  you  to  use  your  prerogative  and  to 
defeat  this  order. 

The  order  was  passed,  yeas  20,  nays — Coun. 
Kelly— 1. 

2.  Report  on  message  of  Mayor  and  order 
(referred  April  27)  for  a  loan  of  $1,200,000,  to  be 
expended  under  direction  of  School  Committee  for 
land  and  buildings  for  schools,  and  order  (referred 
April  27)  that  sum  of  $120,000  be,  and  same 
hereby  is,  appropriated,  to  be  expended  under 
direction  of  School  Committee  for  Land  and 
Buildings  for  Schools,  the  same  to  be  raised  by 
taxation  on  the  polls  and  estates  in  the  City  of 
Boston, — recommending  that  said  orders  ought 
not  to  pass  without  prejudice. 

Coun.  BUSH — Mr.  President,  under  the  provi- 
sions of  chapter  313  of  the  Acts  of  1930,  the  School 
Committee  was  authorized  to  make  appropriations 
for  land  and  buildings  during  1930  to  the  extent 
of  not  more  than  $3,820,000,  and  of  this  amount 
$2,500,000  was  to  be  included  in  the  levy  of  1931, 
$1,200,000  was  authorized  by  loan  outside  the  debt 
limit  and  $120,000,  or  10  per  cent  of  that,  was 
to  be  raised  by  taxes  or  from  current  revenue. 
These  orders  have  been  in  the  hands  of  the  com- 
mittee for  some  time,  but,  due  to  the  fact  that  one 
meeting  was  held  at  which  there  wasn't  a  quorum, 
and  the  time  elapsing  between  Council  meetings, 
there  isn't  time  for  tw6  readings  of  the  loan  orders. 
In  order  that  the  banks  may  not  raise  the  ques- 
tion of  the  legality  of  the  loan,  it  is  considered 
advisable  that  those  orders  be  rejected  and  that 
new  action  be  taken.  The  bankers  do  not  like 
to  have  a  loan  passed  and  become  effective  without 
action  upon  it  by  the  Council.  Therefore,  in 
order  to  avoid  that  possibility,  the  committee  has 
reported  back  "Ought  not  to  pasB"  on  this  original 
loan,  without  prejudice,  and  has  authorized  and 
instructed  the  chairman  to  prepare  and  introduce 
two  new  orders  as  a  substitute  for  those  original 
orders,  having  exactly  the  same  wording  and  being 
for  the  same  amounts,  and  to  ask  for  a  suspension 
of  the  rule  and  passage  of  the  orders  so  that  the 
first  reading  of  the  orders  can  be  had  today.  I 
ask,  therefore,  that  the  report  of  the  committee 
be  accepted  and  that  these  original  loan  orders  be 
rejected,  and  1  shall  then  ask  that  the  President 
read  the  orders  that  have  been  prepared  and  that 
they  be  passed  under  a  suspension  of  the  rule, 
being  given  their  first  reading  today. 

The  report  was  accepted  and  the  orders  were 
rejected. 

Coun.  BUSH  offered  the  following  orders: 

Ordered,  That  under  the  provisions  of  chapter 
313  of  the  Acts  of  1930  the  sum  of  $1,200,000  be, 
and  the  same  hereby  is,  appropriated,  to  be  ex- 
pended under  the  direction  of  the  School  Com- 
mittee, for  Land  and  Buildings  for  Schools,  and 
that  to  meet  said  appropriation  the  City  Treasurer 
be  authorized  to  issue,  from  time  to  time,  upon  the 
request  of  the  Mayor,  bonds  or  certificates  of 
indebtedness  of  the  city  to  said  amount,  the  same 
to  be  issued  outside  the  limit  of  indebtedness. 

Ordered,  That  under  the  provisions  of  chapter 
313  of  the  Acts  of  1930  the  sum  of  $120,000  be, 
and  the  same  hereby  is,  appropriated,  to  be  ex- 
pended under  the  direction  of  the  School  Com- 
mittee, for  Land  and  Buildings  for  Schools,  the 
same  to  be  raised  by  taxation  on  the  polls  and 
estates  in  the  City  of  Boston. 

The  question  came  on  the  passage  ol  both  orders. 

Coun.  BUSH  moved  a  suspension  of  the  rule 
that  the  orders  might  be  given  their  first  reading 
and  passage.  The  rule  was  suspended,  and  the 
clerk  was  directed  to  call  the  roll  on  the  passage 
of  the  orders. 

Coun.  WILSON— Mr.  President,  with  all  due 
modesty,  1  simply  desire  to  say  that  I  don't  know 
what  I  am  voting  on.     I  am  somewhat  surprised 
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to  see  these  orders  dealing  with  school  matters 
coming  in  here,  and  I  would  like  an  explanation  of 
what  we  are  voting  on. 

President  McGRATH— The  clerk  will  read  the 
orders,  and  then  the  chairman  will  explain. 

(The  clerk  read  the  orders.) 

Coun.  BUSH — Mr.  President,  as  I  understand  it, 
heretofore,  in  the  past,  the  School  Committee  has 
made  up  its  own  budget  and  then  it  has  been 
included  in  the  regular  tax  rate,  and  they  have 
had  this  authority  to  spend  that  money  by  them- 
selves without  any  interference  at  all  by  the 
Mayor.  Last  year  it  seems  that  they  were  not  able 
to  get  sufficient  funds,  and  I  think  at  the  Mayor's 
suggestion  they  went  to  the  Legislature  and  re- 
quested permission  to  borrow  a  certain  amount 
out  of  the  debt  limit  for  school  construction.  The 
Legislature  did  not  grant  all  that  they  wanted  but 
made  some  compromise  by  which  they  were 
allowed  $1,200,000  for  their  program,  to  be  bor- 
rowed outside  the  debt  limit.  Of  course,  if  that 
money  is  to  be  borrowed  outside  the  deDt  limit,  it 
must  be  with  the  approval  of  the  Mayor  and 
Council,  and  that  is  why  we  get  here  a  part  of  the 
school  appropriation  for  new  construction.  Other 
than  that,  we  have  no  authority  over  the  money. 
Once  we  authorize  the  loan  the  School  Committee 
is  the  only  body  that  has  any  authority  as  to  how 
the  money  shall  be  spent.  As  I  further  under- 
stand it,  the  .School  Committte  is  to  obligate  itself 
by  a  regular  set  and  detailed  program  as  to  the 
new  construction  to  be  started  this  year,  and  they 
cannot  go  on  with  that  program  unless  they  get 
these  further  funds.  Of  course,  recognizing  the 
fact  that  we  are  continually  short  of  space  in 
schools,  that  the  schools  are  overcrowded  and  that 
new  schools  are  continually  needed,  it  would  be 
folly  to  hold  up  an  appropriation  or  loan  order  of 
this  kind. 

Coun.  CURTIS— Mr.  President,  I  would  like  to 
ask  the  chairman  of  the  committee  if  it  is  not  a 
fact  that  in  recent  years  this  type  of  expenditure 
has  been  met  out  of  the  current  revenues  of  the 
city,  and  that  now  it  is  being  borrowed?  In 
other  words,  because  of  the  condition  the  city  has 
got  into,  it  cannot  obtain  the  money  out  of  current 
revenue,  and  this  is  now  piling  up  the  debt.  Is 
that  correct? 

Coun.  BUSH — Mr.  President,  I  think  that  may 
be  an  unwarranted  conclusion.  I  do  not  recall 
exactly  how  much  the  School  Committee  has  been 
spending  in  past  years  each  year  for  school  con- 
struction, but  last  year,  if  I  recall  correctly,  it  was 
the  Mayor's  idea,  in  view  of  the  fact  that  a  good 
deal  of  this  school  construction  is  permanent,  the 
city  would  be  justified  in  borrowing  a  certain 
amount  of  money  for  the  purpose  of  new  construc- 
tion over  a  long  period  of  years.  It  seems  that 
the  Legislature  did  not  want  to  grant  the  authority 
for  the  full,  amount,  but  a  small  portion  of  the 
amount  requested  has  been  granted  by  the  Legis- 
lature, which  has  given  authority  to  the  city  to 
borrow  outside  the  debt  limit  to  that  amount. 
The  entire  amount  asked  for  was  $3,820,000.  Of 
that  amount  $2,500,000  is  coining  out  of  the 
regular  budget,  and  the  Legislature  has  authorized 
the  borrowing  of  only  $1,200,000  of  that  amount, 
and  of  that  sum  $120,000,  or  10  per  cent,  must 
come  out  of  the  current  tax  levy. 

Both  orders  were  given  their  first  reading  and 
passage,  yeas  21,  nays  0. 

3.  Report  on  message  of  Mayor  and  order 
(referred  from  Executive  Committee  on  May  4) 
that  under  provisions  of  chapter  271  of  Acts  of 
1931  the  sum  of  $1,250,000  be,  and  hereby  is, 
appropriated,  to  be  expended  under  direction  of 
Park  Commissioners,  for  Airport  Improvements, 
and  that  to  meet  said  appropriation  the  City  Treas- 
urer be  authorized  to  issue,  from  time  to  time, 
with  the  consent  of  the  Mayor,  bonds  or  certificates 
ot  indebtedness  ot  the  city  to  said  amount,  same 
to  be  outside  the  statutory  limit  of  indebtedness, — 
that  same  ought  to  pass. 

The  report  was  accepted,  and  the  question  came 
on  giving  the  order  its  first  reading. 

Coun.  CURTIS— Mr.  President,  I  would  like  to 
move  an  amendment  to  the  order,  that  we  limit 
the  amount  at  the  present  time  to  $600,000. 
I  would  like  to  point  out  that,  in  my  opinion, — and 
I  have  talked  it  over  with  the  chairman  of  the 
Park  Department, — that  would  be  adequate,  or 
very  nearly  adequate,  to  care  for  the  enlargement 
of  the  present  airport,  without  going  over  to  the 
Governor's  Island  job.  I  have  here  some  photo- 
graphs of  the  airport  that  I  would  like  the 
messenger  to  give  to  the  brethren.  [Producing 
photographs  which  were  handed  around.)  Mr. 
President,    there    are    three    photographs    here — 


Nos.  1,  2  and  3.  No.  1  shows  the  airport  as  it 
was  built  some  years  ago,  before  the  new  hangars 
were  constructed  and  before  the  old  hangars  were 
moved  from  their  position.  Photograph  No.  2 
shows  the  airport  as  it  is  at  present.  The  part  of 
the  field  that  is  now  in  use  is  the  part  where  there 
are  black  cinders,  which  show  as  black.  The 
triangular  space  there  is  the  part  of  the  field  now 
in  use.  The  third  photograph  is  one  that  1  bor- 
rowed from  Commissioner  Long,  which  shows  the 
proposed  development  of  the  Governor's  Island 
proposition.  The  question  here  before  us,  Mr. 
President,  is  under  an  act  of  the  Legislature  author- 
izing the  city  to  borrow  outside  the  debt  limit 
such  sums  as  may  be  necessary,  not  exceeding  the 
aggregate  of  $1,250,000,  from  time  to  time,  within 
a  period  of  two  years.  That  act  has  been  accepted 
by  this  body,  and  the  acceptance  has  been  signed 
by  his  Honor  the  Mayor.  The  question  now 
comes  on  passing  a  loan  order  to  appropriate 
money  according  to  the  authorization  given  by 
the  Legislature.  I  submit  that  this  loan  order 
should  receive  just  as  careful  scrutiny  at  the  hands 
of  this  body  as  though  it  had  not  been  passed  by 
the  Legislature.  In  other  words,  this  is  the  sort 
of  loan  order  for  the  borrowing  of  money  outside 
of  the  debt  limit  that  they  have  to  authorize,  but 
when  they  do  give  an  authorization  to  us  to  borrow 
not  exceeding  a  certain  amount,  the  matter  is 
then  up  to  us  for  our  careful  consideration.  In 
other  words,  this  is  simply  an  authorization. 
They  believe  in  home  rule  to  a  certain  extent, 
and  it  is  now  for  us  to  say  how  much  we  will 
expend  within  this  limit.  It  does  not  mean  that 
we  are  simply  to  act  like  rubber  stamps  and  pass 
the  full  amount  allowed  without  further  con- 
sideration. So  I  say  that  this  order  should  receive 
as  much  consideration  at  our  hands  as  any  other 
type  of  order  that  does  not  have  to  be  passed 
upon  by  the  Legislature.  Now,  what  is  this  propo- 
sition? There  is  no  doubt  that  about  half  the  sum 
that  has  been  suggested,  $1,250,000,  is  all  that  is 
necessary  to  complete  the  field  and  make  it  an 
A1A  airport,  the  finest  airport  near  any  large 
city  in  the  United  States.  It  will  be  a  larger 
airport,  if  we  complete  the  present  field  without 
going  to  Governor  s  Island,  than  they  have  in 
New  York  City.  The  runways  will  be  3,000  feet, 
somewhere  in  that  vicinity,  and  will  be  longer 
than  that  when  we  complete  the  present  fill.  If 
you  will  look  at  photograph  No.  3  you  will  find 
that  the  center  of  Governor's  Island  is  a  mile 
away  from  the  nearest  part  of  the  airfield  at  present 
in  use.  That  is  5,280  feet.  With  this  present 
field  completed  as  suggested,  we  will  have  4,000 
feet.  In  regard  to  any  talk  of  joining  Governor's 
Island,  that  is  something  that  may  come  in  the 
future,  but  1  submit  that  it  is  not  anything  that 
should  be  undertaken  at  the  start.  The  plan  lor 
the  use  of  Governor's  Island  has  never  been 
explained  to  us,  and  it  is  a  plan  that  will  not  bear 
scrutiny.  The  shaded  portion  shown  on  photo- 
graph No.  3  around  Governor's  Island  is  where 
they  propose  to  use  the  fill  when  they  put  the 
steam  shovels  on  and  dig  out,  at  Governor's 
Island,  and  you  will  notice  that  most  of  that  fill 
is  to  be  up  to  the  eastward  of  the  island,  that  it  is 
not  to  be  connected  up  with  the  present  airport. 
So  far  as  1  can  find  out,  the  idea  is  to  have  a  sepa- 
rate landing  field  there,  that  they  are  going  to 
have  a  mooring  mast  for  dirigibles  and  an  area 
for  students  to  fly  in.  But  everybody  knows  that 
on  the  present  field  when  completed  there  will  be 
plenty  of  room  for  the  student  activities.  Just 
look  at  the  photographs  and  see  how  small  the 
field  was  a  few  years  ago.  That  is  shown  by 
photograph  No.  1.  You  can  then  see  how  the 
present  field  has  been  developed  by  examining 
photograph  No.  2.  If  that  is  all  filled  in  up  to 
the  north,  the  triangular  space,  it  will  give  a  good 
deal  more  territory  than  the  industrial  people 
want,  and  then  if  additions  are  needed  in  the 
future  they  can  be  provided  for.  I  think  there  is 
nobody  who  will  stand  up  here  and  say  that  there 
is  present  need  of  going  into  this  Governor's  Island 
proposition.  If  we  get  into  that  at  this  time  it 
will  mean  undoubtedly  a  great  additional  expense 
from  time  to  time.  It  will  be  like  the  appropria- 
tions we  have  made  for  the  port  differential  case. 
It  will  mean  an  expenditures  of  millions.  You 
cannot  put  steam  shovels  at  work  at  Governor's 
Island,  nearly  a  mile  away  from  the  present  air- 
port, and  level  the  thing  down  and  fill  in  the  half 
mile  or  the  mile  of  space  there  without  spending 
millions  of  dollars,  bo  I  say  we  should  not  get 
mixed  up  in  that  job  until  we  have  first  completed 
the  present  airport.  If  we  spend  the  $600,000 
1  suggest  on  the  completion  of  the  present  airport, 


JUNE    15,    1931. 


237 


limiting  this  order  to  that  amount,  we  will  then 
be  providing  liberally  for  a  first-class  A1A  airport. 
I  am  not  going  to  quarrel  with  his  Honor  the  Mayor 
for  bringing  this  thing  up.  I  think  it  is  a  splendid 
thing  to  have  a  Mayor  who  has  the  vision  to  see 
that  that  will  be  needed  in  the  future,  and  we 
should  congratulate  ourselves  that  things  are 
being  done  in  this  city  in  a  large  way.  It  would 
have  been  much  better  for  us  in  the  past  if  some 
of  our  Mayors  had  had  the  same  vision  that  our 
present  Mayor  is  now  displaying.  But  we  must 
use  reason  in  this  matter,  and  I  say  that  we  should 
not  get  too  enthusiastic  and  run  away  with  this 
idea  to  the  extent  of  squandering  at  the  present 
time  money  that  will  not  be  used  for  years  to 
come.  Let  us  get  this  thing  done  properly  at  the 
present  time,  and  then  see  how  we  stand.  We 
can  then  appropriate  under  another  order  money 
for  the  Governor's  Island  proposition,  if  anyone 
will  come  in  and  explain  just  what  that  proposition 
is  and  why  it  is  necessary.  The  time  limit  on  this 
proposition  is  two  years,  and  there  is  no  reason 
why  we  need  to  provide  the  whole  amount  now. 
Let  us  appropriate  at  this  time  $600,000.  That  is 
about  all,  anyway,  that  will  be  spent  in  one  year, 
even  if  we  provide  the  whole  amount.  So  why 
get  mixed  up  with  something  at  this  time  which 
we  do  not  now  need  to  go  into  and  which  will 
necessitate  the  coming  back  for  millions  more? 
Why  not  cut  this  appropriation  to  an  amount  which 
will  be  sufficient  to  complete  the  present  field  as  an 
A1A  field,  making  it  a  wonderful  airport  in  every 
respect  and  satisfying  every  possible  want  at  the 
present  time?  There  is  no  doubt  as  to  how  the 
public  feels  on  this  proposition.  I  would  like  to 
quote  a  short  editorial  from  the  Boston  Herald 
which  everybody  knows  is  a  constructive  news- 
paper. Here  is  what  they  said  on  May  4:  "While 
we  fayor  progressive  improvement  of  the  East 
Boston  air  field  until  it  meets  in  every  way  the 
Federal  Department  of  Commerce  requirements 
for  a  class  A1A,  certainly  this  general  objective 
should  not  be  taken  as  an  excuse  or  a  covering 
cloak  either  for  wastefulness  or  for  excessive  haste 
in  the  development."  Mr.  President  and  gentle- 
men, I  say  that  the  burden  of  spending  unneces- 
sarily three  quarters  of  a  million  on  this  develop- 
ment is  going  to  fall  directly  on  the  people  of 
Boston.  When  it  comes  to  state  and  federal 
taxation  we  all  know  that  they  can  increase  the 
inheritance  taxes,  if  necessary,  and  some  other 
taxes  that  do  not  fall  directly  on  people  living  in 
the  district.  But  the  City  of  Boston  does  not 
have  the  kind  of  taxes  that  the  state  and  the 
nation  have.  We  all  know  that  when  expenditures 
are  increased,  the  only  place  where  that  extra 
money  can  be  obtained  is  through  taxes  on  real 
estate,  and  that  this  money  is  going  to  come  right 
out  of  the  people  of  Boston  and  is  going  to  be 
added  to  the  general  cost  of  industry,  causing 
trouble  for  everybody.  So  1  trust  that  at  the 
present  time  we  will  reduce  the  proposed  amount, 
paying  attention  strictly  to  the  finishing  of  the 
present  airport,  and  then  when  the  necessity  arises 
for  the  development  of  the  Governor's  Island 
proposition,  we  can  consider  that.  Those  who  go 
before  their  constituents  in  the  next  election  will 
not  then  have  an  awkward  explanation  to  make  of 
their  position  in  voting  for  this  loan  order.  1  move 
as  an  amendment,  therefore,  that  the  amount  be 
reduced  to  $600,000,  for  the  present  airport,  and 
that  the  Governor's  Island  proposition  be  not 
included. 

Coun.  DONOVAN— Mr.  President,  I  have 
listened  with  rapt  attention  to  my  colleague  from 
the  Back  Bay.  1  believe  he  has  spent  some  time 
on  this  subject  matter  and  knows  a  good  deal 
about  it.  But  I  find  myself  forced  to  disagree 
with  the  councilor  from  the  Back  Bay.  I  am 
materially  interested  in  the  development  of  East 
Boston,  and  also  the  development  to  the  east, 
northeast  and  southeast.  We  want  to  make  the 
East  Boston  Airport  not  only  an  A1A  port,  but 
the  best  on  the  Atlantic  seaport.  Experts  have 
been  hired,  and  they  appeared  before  the  Com- 
mittee on  Municipal  Finance  and  stated  the  dire 
need  of  enlarging  the  present  airport.  The  report 
of  the  Park  Commissioner  shows  that  such  enlarge- 
ment is  needed  in  order  to  alleviate  the  present 
congestion.  With  the  acquisition  of  Governor  s 
Island  I  believe  the  city  took  on  a  moral  obligation 
and  made  a  tentative  agreement  to  erect  a  moor- 
ing mast  for  dirigibles  and  also  make  a  secondary 
field  for  student  flyers.  It  is  also  necessary  to 
build  a  bulkhead  which  will  cost  at  the  present 
time  $40  a  running  foot.  With  the  acquisition  of 
the  Governor's  Island  territory,  it  is  planned  to 
include  2,200,000  cubic  yards  at  40  cents  a  cubic 


yard,  at  a  cost  of  in  the  neighborhood  of  $1,040,000. 
We  could  go  on  debating  this  question  forever, 
but  I  say  that  this  is  an  opportunity  for  ub  here  in 
Boston  to  take  the  lead  as  a  progressive  munici- 
pality in  matters  of  this  kind.  We  have  departed 
simply  temporarily  from  the  pay-as-you-go  policy, 
on  account  of  the  present  time  condition,  in  order 
to  relieve  the  pressure.  I  hope  this  order  will  not 
be  amended.  I  feel  vitally  interested  in  making 
the  total  appropriation  of  $1,250,000  at  this  time. 
If  you  give  that  amount  to  the  Mayor,  and  he 
does  not  need  it  for  the  moment,  of  course  he  does 
not  have  to  issue  the  additional  bonds  that  would 
be  ultimately  required.  I  hope  that  the  amend- 
ment offered  by  the  councilor  from  the  Back  Bay 
will  not  prevail. 

Coun.  BUSH — Mr.  President,  of  course,  as 
chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Finance  it  behooves 
me  to  present  to  the  members  of  the  body  the 
information  we  have  gleaned  from  our  study  of 
this  matter  and  from  the  evidence  presented  to  us 
by  the  Park  Commissioner,  who  appeared  before 
the  committee.  There  has  been  a  great  deal  of 
controversy  on  this  question  of  the  need  of  a 
larger  airport,  and  a  good  deal  has  been  said  pro 
and  con.  Practically  all  departments  have  agreed 
that  the  airport  ought  to  be  developed  to  the  point 
where  it  can  obtain  what  is  called  an  A1A  rating. 
This  A1A  rating  is  not  a  title  of  honor  to  be  be- 
stowed on  the  airport.  It  is  a  definite  requirement 
by  the  United  States  Chamber  of  Commerce  to 
make  the  airport  what  it  should  be  for  a  certain 
type  of  use,  and  unless  we  obtain  this  rating  it 
cannot  De  used  for  such  purposes  as  it  could 
otherwise  be  used  for.  The  main  question  which 
has  aroused  considerable  controversy  seems  to  be 
the  question  of  leveling  off  Governor's  Island. 
The  Mayor,  with  a  breadth  of  vision  that  is  seldom 
found  in  our  executives,  saw  the  future  needs  of 
the  City  of  Boston  and  of  the  airport,  and  at  some 
expense  and  considerable  effort  after  a  great  deal  of 
conference  with  officials  of  the  War  Department 
and  with  the  President  of  the  United  States, 
finally  obtained  a  lease  of  the  island  to  the  City  of 
Boston  for  a  nominal  sum.  The  government 
granted  this  lease  with  the  understanding  that 
these  improvements  were  to  be  effected.  It  may 
be  said  that  after  all  the  Mayor  is  only  one  indi- 
vidual and  that  whatever  arrangements,  contracts 
or  agreements  he  might  have  entered  into  with  the 
Federal  Government  do  not  bind  members  of  the 
Council,  do  not  bind  anybody  else  in  the  city 
administration.  Nevertheless,  it  is  a  recognized 
fact  that  in  a  deed  where  a  department  of  the  gov- 
ernment or  an  executive  makes  an  agreement  or 
contract,  the  government  stands  fully  behind  its 
duly  authorized  agent  who  executes  such  agree- 
ments or  contracts.  Certainly,  no  one  would 
attempt  to  argue  that  if  the  State  Department  of 
the  United  States  Government  were  to  effect  a 
treaty  with  a  foreign  government  or  were  to  make 
some  contract  or  agreement  which  was  approved 
by  the  President  and  by  the  Senate,  the  govern- 
ment thereafter  or  a  subsequent  government  should 
repudiate  such  agreement  of  contract.  I  say  that 
the  case  here  is  somewhat  similar.  Our  Chief 
Executive  has  seen  fit  to  obligate  the  city  to  the 
extent  of  making  certain  improvements  in  that  air- 
port, and  among  these  improvements  is  the  leveling 
of  Governor's  Island,  the  construction  of  a  mast  for 
dirigibles  and  the  construction  of  an  airport  which 
would  permit  the  army  or  navy  to  use  it  without 
interference  from  commercial  appliances.  It  seems 
to  me  that  we  are  in  honor  bound  to  carry  that 
agreement  to  its  fruition.  The  Legislature — a 
Republican  Legislature  with  a  Democratic  Gov- 
ernor— agreed  that  such  was  the  case  when  they 
authorized  the  borrowing  of  this  sum  outside  the 
debt  limit.  They  must  have  felt  that  it  was  an 
improvement  which  was  necessary  and  desirable 
und  which  provided  adequately  for  the  future 
Certainly,  it  was  more  difficult  to  obtain  the  con- 
sent of  two  hundred  and  forty  members  of  a  diverse 
Legislature  coming  from  every  portion  of  the  state 
than  it  ought  to  be  to  obtain  the  consent  of  the 
legislative  branch  of  the  oity  government,  who 
are  representing  the  citizens  of  Boston  and  who  are 
directly  concerned  with  the  welfare  of  the  City  of 
Boston  and  must  realize  that  the  future  of  Boston  is 
bound  up  in  an  inextricable  way  with  all  these 
improvements  and  developments  which  go  towards 
making  our  city  a  great  city  of  the  future.  The 
I'ark  Commissioner,  when  he  appeared  before  the 
committee,  furnished  the  committee  with  the  full 
facts  relative  to  the  needs  of  the  airport,  and  rela- 
tive' to  the  work  which  would  be  done  upon  it, 
and  I  shall  try  to  give  you  in  full  detail  these 
facta: 
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"  The  statement  has  been  made  that  the  $250,000 
allowed  the  city  by  the  Committee  on  Municipal 
Finance  would  allow  Boston's  airport  to  obtain  an 
A1A  rating.  To  secure  a  No.  1  rating  on  size, 
a  field  must  have  four  landing  strips,  2,500  feet  long 
by  500  feet  wide,  which  landing  strips  must  inter- 
sect at  angles  of  not  leB8  than  45  degrees. 

"I  am  inclosing  a  photograph  and  blueprint 
which  have  been  marked  off  in  sections,  and  upon 
which  the  following  work  will  have  to  be  done 
before  the  airport  can  receive  this  rating." 

These  figures  are  here  on  my  desk  and  any  mem- 
bers of  the  Council  who  desire  can  examine  them. 

"Fill  Area  'A'  to  Grade  17.  Fill  Area  'E'  to 
Grade  17,  which  will  require  900,000  cubic  yards 
of  hydraulic  fill,  at  25  cents  per  cubic  yard,  or 
$225,000.  To  cover  this  area  with  solid  fill,  for 
surfacing  1  foot  in  depth,  will  take  160,000  cubic 
yards,  at  $1.10  per  cubic  yard,  or  $176,000. 

"It  will  also  be  necessary  to  fill  from  time  to 
time  certain  areas  that  are  continually  settling 
in  order  to  prevent  accidents — estimated  cost 
8,000  cubic  yards  ot  fill  at  $1.10  per  cubic  yard,  or 
$8,800. 

"We  also  have  to  install  about  5,000  feet  of 
drains  at  a  cost  oi  $2  per  foot,  or  $10,000. 

"The  United  States  Department  of  Commerce 
also  require  a  100-foot  circle,  4  feet  wide,  in  the 
middle  of  the  landing  field,  which  will  cost  ap- 
proximately $250,  as  the  circle  will  be  made  of 
white  concrete. 

"In  addition  to  the  above,  the  United  States 
Department  of  Commerce  requires  certain  bound- 
ary lights  and  certain  floor  lighting  equipment, 
in  order  to  comply  with  which  an  enlargement  of 
the  transformer  vault  in  the  Administration  Build- 
ing will  be  necessary,  the  total  cost  of  which  will 
be  $40,000. 

"It  will  be  necessary  also  to  install  obstacle 
lights  on  grain  elevators,  water  towers  and  church 
steeples,  at  an  estimated  cost  of  $3,000. 

"The  field  will  necessarily  have  to  be  straight- 
ened out  by  filling  Area  'D'  and  while  we  are 
receiving  fill  at  the  present  time  from  the  tunnel 
that  will  partially  fill  area  'C,'  the  balance  will 
have  to  be  filled  by  solid  or  hydraulic  fill. 

"Area  'G  '  should  also  be  filled  at  this  time,  as  the 
bulkheads  are  in  place  and  if  not  used  within  a 
short  period  of  time  will  decay,  and  will  have  to 
be  rebuilt  at  an  approximate  cost  of  $40  per 
running  foot. 

"The  amount  of  material  necessary  to  fill  bal- 
ance of  sections  'C  'D'  and  'G'  is  900,000  cubic 
yards  at  25  cents  per  yard,  or  $225,000. 

"Some  of  this  work  outlined  was  not  contem- 
plated by  this  department  this  year  in  the  original 
estimate  ot  $1,735,400,  and  is  outside  the  $1,040,000 
estimated  for  the  leveling  of  Governor's  Island  and 
filling  with  the  material  to  the  east,  west  and  south, 
so  as  to  develop  a  large  flat  area  to  the  same  ele- 
vation as  the  present  flying  field.  There  are 
2,600,000  cubic  yards  of  excavation  in  this  area 
alone,  estimated  to  cost  40  cents  per  cubic  yard  for 
excavation,  or  a  total  of  $1,040,000. 

"  It  is  not  necessary  to  level  Governor's  Island  in 
order  to  obtain  an  A1A  Airport  rating,  but  the 
City  of  Boston  should  take  care  of  student  flying 
as  it  should  be  cared  for,  particularly  the  army  and 
navy  student  flyers,  as  they  will  be  our  future 
aviators.  We  should  also  be  prepared  to  take 
caTe  of  dirigibles  and  for  these  purposes  Gov- 
ernor's Island  should  be  leveled  as  soon  as  possible. 

"Recapitulation. 
Area  A  and  B,  900,000  cubic  yards  filling 

at  25  cents  per  cubic  yard $225,000 

Area  A  and  E,  B,  160,000  cubic  yards 
solid  topfilling,  1  foot  deep  at  $1.10 

per  cubic  yard 176,000 

8,000  cubic  yards  filling  at  $1.10  per 

cubio  yard 8,800 

Extending  boundary  lights,  etc 40,000 

5,000  linear  feet  drains  at  $2 10,000 

Obstacle  lights,  concrete  circle,  etc 3,250 

Area  C  and  D  and  G,  900,000  cubic  yards 

filling  at  25  cents  per  cubic  yard ....      225,000 

Total $688,050 

"The  City  of  Boston  is  morally  obligated  to  the 
United  States  Government  to  level  Governor's 
Island,  to  provide  a  dirigible  mast  and  provide  a 
secondary  landing  field  which  will  be  used  princi- 
pally for  student  fliers.  At  the  present  time  this 
department  should  have  a  space  for  additional 
hangers  and  a  space  for  additional  operators  who 
wish  to  operate. 


"Work  to  be  done  at  Boston  Airport  to  obtain 
A1A  rating  and  to  provide  for  additional  land 
to  relieve  present  congestion. 

"Area  'A.' 
"Must    be    filled,    graded    and    surfaced    with 
cinders. 

"Area  'Al.' 
"Must  be  graded  and  surfaced  with  cinders. 

"Area  'B. ' 
"Must  be  partly  filled,  graded  and  surfaced  with 
cinders.  The  three  areas  mentioned  above,  'A,' 
'Al'  and  'B'  must  have  the  work  done  on  them  as 
noted  in  order  to  fulfill  the  minimum  requirements 
for  an  A1A  rating.     Drains  must  also  be  installed. 

"Area  'C 
"This  area  must  be  filled,  graded  and  surfaced 
with  cinders  and  also  drained.     This  area  is  neces- 
sary to  provide  for  additional  hangar  space  and 
additional  area  for  larger  volumes  of  traffic. 

"Area  'D. ' 

"This  area  will  be  filled  with  material  from  the 
tunnel  and  must  be  graded  and  surfaced  with 
cinders. 

"Area  'E. ' 

"This  area  should  be  filled,  graded  and  surfaced 
to  provide  an  auxiliary  field  for  student  flying 
and  army  training  until  the  auxiliary  field  at 
Governor's  Island  is  available.  Its  completion 
will  help  to  relieve  crowded  conditions  now  existing 
on  the  main  field. 

"Area  'F.' 

"  This  area  should  have  bulkheads  placed  around 
it  and  be  filled  in  to  make  the  field  larger  and  to 
make  it  fairly  regular  in  shape  in  order  that  it 
may  be  properly  lighted. 

"Area  'G.' 
"To   be   filled   with   material   from   Governor's 
Island  and  to  connect  thereto. 
"Area    H.' 

"Dredge  here  to  provide  fill  for  Areas  A,  E,  F 
and  C. 

"Area  'G. ' 

"To  be  filled  with  material  from.  Governor's 
Island.  Governor's  Island  fill  will  also  be  used 
to  enlarge  the  island  itself  and  material  used  to 
some  extent  for  top  surfacing  of  the  hydraulically 
filled  areas. 

"Leveling  hill  of  Governor's  Island 
and  filling  with  the  material  to  the  east, 
west  and  south  so  as  to  develop  a  large, 
flat  area  to  the  same  elevation  as  the 
present  flying  field: 
2,600,000    cubic   yards    excavation   at 

$0.40 $1,040,000 

"Development  of  the  low  areas  of 
existing  Airport  and  between  Gover- 
nor's Island  and  the  present  developed 
flying  field  by  filling  to  grade  of  present 
finished  Airport  area.  Low  and  unde- 
veloped area  just  north  of  existing 
finished  flying  field  and  south  of 
northerly  bulkbead,  45  acres: 
1,000,000  cubic  yards  filling  at  $0.25. . .        250,000 

"Low    and     undeveloped    area    on 
northerly  side  of  newly  acquired  Airport 
grant: 
500,000  cubic  yards  filling  at  $0.25.  . . .         125,000 

2,000  linear  feet  bulkhead  at  $40 80,000 

"Low     and     undeveloped     area     in 
easterly  basin  and  towards  Governor's 
Island  mud  flats: 
900,000  cubic  yards  filling  at  $0.25.  . . .        225,000 

"Resurfacing  a  portion  of  the  surface 
of  the  existing  flying  field  with  a  hard 
surface: 
22,000  square  yards  surfacing  at  $0.70,  15,400 


Grand  total $1,735,400" 


Many  of  you,  no  doubt,  attended  the  recent 
demonstration  of  our  air  squadron,  which  recently 
flew  over  Boston,  and  we  saw  a  great  deal  in  the 
newspapers  about  our  tremendous  air  force,  which 
had  developed  from  some  200  airplanes  to  the 
magnificent  number  of  700,  consisting  of  bombers, 
fast  pursuit  planes,  fighting  planes  and  observa- 
tion planes.  It  might  interest  the  members  of 
the  body  to  know  that  France,  which  is  just 
about   the  size  of  one  of  our  small  states,   can 
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place  in  the  air  some  5,000  airplanes  in  time  of 
war,  that  a  country  like  Russia  can  place  some 
3,000  planes  in  the  air  in  time  of  war.  It  might 
be  very  interesting  to  stop  to  realize  for  a  moment 
that  we  have  quite  a  few  thousand  cities  in  this 
country  of  ours  and  that  on  both  coastlines  there 
are  more  cities  of  appreciable  size  than  there  are 
airplanes  in  our  airports.  In  the  event  of  a  decla- 
ration of  war  by  a  foreign  country  and  an  invasion, 
how  inadequate  and  futile  would  be  that  airport  of 
ours  to  protect  all  these  cities  from  destruction. 
It  is  inevitable  that  a  further  program  for  the 
increase  of  our  army  and  navy  air  forces  must  be 
instituted  by  the  Federal  Government,  and  in  the 
event  that  these  air  forces  should  increase  in  size 
to  a  considerable  extent  it  is  comparatively  easy 
to  see  that  we  will  require  for  all  possible  facilities 
at  the  East  Boston  Airport  in  order  to  properly 
handle  the  air  fleet  in  time  of  need.  I  am  informed 
that  at  the  present  time  it  is  unsafe  for  more 
than  one  plane  at  a  time  to  land  at  our  airport. 
I  am  also  informed  that  when  this  airport  is  com- 
pleted, with  the  Governor's  Island  addition,  it 
will  be  possible  for  nine  planes  to  land  or  take  off 
at  any  time.  It  is  perfectly  obvious,  with  the 
increase  of  army  and  navy  flying  and  with  the 
constant  increase  at  a  tremendous  rate  of  commer- 
cial flying,  that  we  will  find  that  the  airport  which 
we  are  enlarging  to  a  A1A  rating  will  in  a  very 
short  time  have  outlived  its  first  usefulness  and 
will  require  further  extension.  It  is  also  perfectly 
apparent  that  in  this  period  of  depression  the  cost 
of  available  materials  and  of  labor  will  be  favor- 
able, and  that  the  amount  of  labor  which  can  be 
obtained  is  much  greater. 

Coun.  KELLY- — Mr.  President,  I  rise  to  a  point 
of  order,  sir.     I  doubt  the  presence  of  a  quorum. 

President  McGRATH— The  clerk  will  call  the 
roll  to  ascertain  the  presence  of  a  quorum. 

Coun.  KELLY — They  will  be  in  here  soon,  Mr. 
President,  but  they  were  not  here  when  I  doubted 
the  presence  of  a  quorum.  Of  course,  they  will 
come  in  now. 

A  roll  call  showed  the  presence  of  the  following 
members: 

Coun.  Arnold,  Bush,  Cox,  Curtis,  Donovan, 
Dowd,  Englert,  Fish,  Fitzgerald,  Gallagher,  Green, 
Hein,  Kelly,  Lynch,  McGrath,  Murray,  Power, 
Ruby. 

President  McGRATH — And  a  quorum  is 
present. 

Coun.  BUSH — Mr.  President,  it  is  perfectly 
apparent  that  the  rate  of  increase  of  our  com- 
mercial flying  and  the  undoubted  increase  in  air- 
planes in  our  army  and  navy,  will  presently  make 
the  airport,  even  with  the  improvements  of  an  A1A 
airport,  inadequate  in  its  facilities  to  take  care  of 
the  traffic,  and  it  is  also  apparent  that  the  present 
time,  due  to  the  large  amount  of  unemployment 
and  the  general  depression,  will  enable  labor  to  be 
easily  obtained,  and  the  cost  of  labor  and  of 
material  will  be  much  cheaper  than  it  might  be 
later  on.  The  Legislature  has  authorized  the 
borrowing  of  this  money  for  this  purpose,  after 
thoroughly  investigating  the  proposition  and  after 
listening  to  the  different  arguments  pro  and  con. 
The  Governor  has  signed  the  bill,  thereby  setting 
his  seal  of  approval  on  it,  and  apparently  those 
who  are  best  in  a  position  to  realize  the  need  of 
such  a  development  are  in  favor  of  it  and  have  set 
their  seal  of  approval  on  it.  I  therefore  feel  that, 
under  the  circumstances  and  conditions  and  in 
view  of  the  fact  that  we  must  look  not  merely  to 
the  next  six  months  or  the  next  year  but  to  the 
future  of  our  city  in  years  to  come  and  the  future 
development  of  aviation,  we  should  pass  the  order 
at  this  time.  If  in  the  next  decade  there  is  half 
the  progress  that  we  have  made  in  the  last  decade, 
this  airport  will  not  be  adequate  at  the  end  of  the 
decade,  even  with  the  major  improvements  to 
which  we  are  about  to  commit  the  city  in  this 
respect. 

Coun.  FITZGERALD— Mr.  President,  I  find 
myself  in  accord  with  the  gentleman  from  the 
Back  Bay  (Coun.  Curtis)  on  this  proposition. 
I  feel  that  the  Council  would  not  do  justice  to  the 
situation  in  passing  this  order  as  it  is  brought 
before  us.  Here  is  a  matter  that  involves 
$1,250,000,  which  means  $50,000  interest  alone 
that  we  must  pay  every  year.  Members  of  the 
body  here  are  so  indifferent  while  the  debate  is 
going  on  that  they  walk  out  of  the  chamber. 
And  still  I  believe  very  few  members  of  the  Coun- 
cil understand  the  proposition  or  know  the  first 
thing  about  it.  If  I  recall  correctly,  this  first 
started  out  as  a  state  proposition  and  then  they 
saddled  it  on  to  the  poor  old  City  of  Boston. 
Of  course,  the  Legislature  will  always  let  Boston 


pay  to  the  limit,  aB  long  as  they  are  relieved  of 
responsibility.  The  Legislature  put  the  matter 
squarely  up  to  the  City  Council,  relieving  itself  of 
responsibility.  But  they  give  us  two  years  in 
which  to  spend  this  money.  The  proposition  was 
started  first  in  a  small  way.  1  did  not  understand 
it,  and  I  think  that  none  of  the  other  members 
understood  it.  We  have  heard  the  argument  of 
the  chairman  of  the  committee,  supposed  to  be  in 
favor  of  this  order,  and  to  my  mind  he  gave  the 
best  possible  argument  why  we  should  defeat  it. 
He  stated  that  we  must  prepare  for  war  and  that 
this  would  be  a  great  thing  for  the  army  and  navy 
in  years  to  come.  Well,  then,  why  doesn't  the 
United  States  Government  take  a  hand  in  the 
matter?  Are  we  going  to  spend  this  money  so  that 
the  United  States  Government  will  be  in  a  good 
position  to  operate  its  airplanes?  Further,  Gov- 
ernor's Island  should  not  be  used  under  any  condi- 
tions for  an  airport.  It  should  be  given  to  the 
poor  children  of  the  city,  if  you  are  going  to  do 
something  constructive.  The  poor  children  in  the 
hot  and  crowded  districts  of  the  city  should  be 
given  a  breathing  space  there.  That  is  something 
that  was  always  intended,  and  no  such  commer- 
cialized proposition  as  has  been  suggested  here  in 
connection  with  that  island.  Again,  why  shouldn't 
the  people  who  are  profiting  by  the  situation  over 
there  pay  something?  They  have  not  paid  a  cent 
of  rent  to  the  city  since  the  airport  has  been  under 
way.  It  is  a  losing  proposition.  Perhaps  fifty 
years  from  now,  when  most  of  us  who  are  now  here 
will  have  passed  on,  it  may  be  a  wonderful  proposi- 
tion. But  with  streets  badly  in  need  of  repair 
and  with  the  necessity  for  schoolhouses  all  over  the 
city,  with  thickly  settled  districts  that  call  for 
more  playgrounds  in  the  overcrowded  sections,  I 
believe  there  are  plenty  of  ways  in  which  this 
money  can  be  more  properly  spent.  The  Boston 
American  has  been  carrying  on  an  agitation 
against  the  unsanitary  conditions  in  our  school- 
houses,  and  those  conditions  should  be  dealt  with 
at  once.  Also,  steps  should  be  taken  as  a  means 
of  protection  against  fire  and  that  sort  of  thing. 
So  why  spend  all  this  money  as  iB  here  proposed? 
When  the  occasion  arises  for  such  action  as  is  here 
proposed,  it  can  be  taken.  But  in  the  meantime 
there  are  all  these  other  needs  to  be  provided  for. 
Mr.  President,  this  is  a  United  States  Government 
proposition,  and  with  the  millions  and  millions  of 
undeveloped  land  there  must  be  plenty  of  space 
for  flying  fields  to  meet  the  needs  of  the  govern- 
ment in  time  of  war  and  to  take  care  of  student 
flyers.  Why  not  have  these  flying  field  facilities 
that  we  are  told  the  government  needs  in  wild 
parts  of  the  country,  and  why  should  the  govern- 
ment not  do  its  share  in  providing  for  them?  Are 
you  going  to  fly  these  machines  over  thickly 
settled  communities?  This  intelligent  member 
here  who  has  presented  this  amendment  (Coun. 
Curtis)  does  not  tell  half  the  truth  about  the 
proposition.  He  almost  lost  his  life  in  the  World 
War,  being  a  martyr  to  aviation,  and  he  knows 
what  he  is  talking  about,  and  tnis  Council  should 
take  his  views  in  a  matter  which  he  knows  so  much 
about.  Former  Mayor  Nichols  put  the  proposition 
through  up  to  the  present  point,  and  we  were  told 
then  that  the  city  would  not  be  called  upon  to 
spend  money,  that  private  individuals  would  main- 
tain the  cost.  It  is  all  very  well  to  say  that  there 
is  going  to  be  a  stoppage  to  this  waste  of  money. 
1  wonder  if  you  are  following  up  hearings  before 
the  State  Tax  Board,  where  property  owners  rep- 
resenting millions  day  after  day  are  coming  up  for 
abatements?  1  wonder  where  the  city  is  going  to 
get  off?  East  Boston  is  a  section  of  home-owners. 
There  is  no  section  where  they  are  more  strongly 
organized.  They  have  shown  it  on  occasion  by 
their  organized  effort  in  protest  against  those 
things  that  would  be  a  menace  to  them.  I  won- 
der if  you  have  noticed  the  last  paragraph  on 
this  first  page  of  this  communication  from  the 
Park  Department,  in  that  connection,  where  it  says 
that  in  East  Boston,  that  thickly  settled  section  of 
our  community,  "It  will  be  necessary  also  to  install 
obstacle  lights  on  grain  elevators,  water  towers  and 
church  steeples,  at  an  estimated  cost  of  $3,000." 
So  you  see  that  we  will  be  committing  ourselves 
to  quite  a  program.  I  am  perfectly  willing,  Mr. 
President,  to  follow  the  gentleman  from  the  Back 
Bay  and  to  vote  for  $600,000  for  this  purpose. 
But,  having  in  mind  all  the  things  that  enter  into 
this  matter,  1  do  not  feel  that  I  can  vote  for  the 
order  in  its  entirety.  Certainly  I  cannot  do  go 
when  I  think  of  the  crying  need  for  the  expendi- 
ture of  money  in  various  ways  throughout  this 
city.  There  are  demands  for  the  expenditure  of 
millions    and    millions    in    different    activities    in 
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which  our  citizens  are  vitally  interested.  Yet, 
with  that  legitimate  call  upon  our  treasury  from 
all  sections  of  this  city  we  are  aBked  to  discard 
everything  in  favor  of  the  development  of  Gov- 
ernor's Island,  taking  away  the  city's  money  from 
purposes  for  which  it  should  be  legitimately  used. 
Certainly  Boston  would  gain  more  by  beautifying 
Governor's  Island  and  keeping  it  for  a  park,  a 
purpose  that  it  was  always  intended  for,  a  God- 
sent  opportunity  for  the  children  of  the  poor  to 
avail  themselves  of  in  the  summertime.  Mr. 
President,  I  don't  know  what  the  members  of  the 
Council  are  thinking  about  in  voting  away  our 
rights  meeting  after  meeting.  A  few  years  pass 
by,  and  you  will  see  a  new  element  coming  in 
here.  You  are  furnishing  propaganda  and  facts 
for  people  to  go  out  and  use  against  you.  And 
after  each  of  you  has  gone  they  will  say,  "Oh,  yes, 
he  was  a  pretty  good  fellow  and  did  pretty  well," 
but  you  will  have  no  votes  in  the  Council,  you  will 
be  no  longer  needed,  and  you  will  find  it  pretty 
hard  work  to  get  across  the  threshold  of  the  door. 
Coming  as  1  do  from  a  great  section  that  is  paying 
almost  50  per  cent  of  the  taxes  of  the  city,  I  feel 
that  I  have  a  duty  to  perform  not  only  to  my 
constituents  but  to  those  owning  property.  Peo- 
ple are  struggling  along  today,  requiring  many 
things  that  should  be  furnished  by  the  city,  and 
here  we  have  this  proposition,  which  is  really  a 
United  States  Government  proposition.  Of  course, 
as  we  are  told,  representatives  went  to  Washington 
and  got  these  things.  But  we  are  going  to  pay 
for  them.  We  will  probably  have  the  United 
States  Government  coming  in  here  in  a  short  time 
and  taking  a  great  piece  off  Deer  Island,  and  get- 
ting it  for  the  sum  of  one  dollar,  under  the  guise  of 
patriotism.  I  believe  this  whole  thing  is  an  abso- 
lute failure  as  it  stands,  and  this  man  (Coun. 
Curtis)  is  an  absolute  judge  of  these  matters  and, 
as  is  his  duty,  tells  the  Council,  fearlessly  and 
courageously,  what  he  knows  about  the  situation. 
In  voting  for  this  order  as  presented  you  are  voting 
for  $650,000  more  than  you  ought  in  duty  to  do. 
Of  course,  I  do  not  blame  the  representative  from 
East  Boston  for  standing  up  in  support  of  the 
measure,  but  1  say  that  the  other  members  of  the 
Council  should  stand  up  as  far  as  they  can  and 
protect  the  people  in  their  different  districts.  If 
this  additional  amount  is  really  needed,  they  can 
come  in  another  year  and  in  the  meantime  they 
do  not  lose  their  rights.  We  have  two  years  in 
which  to  act.  Of  course,  I  have  no  doubt  but  that 
the  votes  are  here,  but  1  feel  that  1  have  done  my 
duty  and  acted  in  accordance  with  the  dictates  of 
my  conscience  in  taking  the  position  I  have  hero 
today,  that  I  am  speaking  in  behalf  of  citizens  of 
the  district  I  represent  and  citizens  of  other  parts 
of  this  city,  who  need  improvements.  This  money 
is  needed  for  different  improvements  throughout 
this  city,  and  we  should  go  slow — S600.000  is  a  lot 
of  money.  You  have  heard  the  facts.  The  gentle- 
man comes  in  here  with  strong  arguments.  And  BO 
I  say,  let  us  vote  for  the  8600,000,  which  is  suffi- 
cient. I  feel  that  the  Council  will  have  used  good 
j  udgment  in  doing  so. 

Coun.  BUSH — Mr.  President,  I  want  to  furnish 
further  information  which  I  neglected  to  state. 
From  what  was  said  here  previously,  it  would 
appear  that  the  interest  to  be  paid  on  this  loan  is 
to  be  borne  entirely  by  the  City  of  Boston.  As  a 
matter  of  fact,  there  is  a  certain  amount  of  income 
that  comes  from  the  rental  of  the  space  at  the 
airport  and  from  these  hangars.  With  the  in- 
creased use  of  the  airport,  and  with  more  hangars 
there  will  be  additional  income,  eventually  suffi- 
cient to  pay  all  the  carrying  charges  of  that  loan. 
So  if  there  is  any  misunderstanding  as  to  whether 
the  interest  on  that  loan  is  to  be  paid  entirely  by 
the  city,  I  simply  want  to  correct  that  impression. 
In  any  event,  the  money  will  not  be  paid  until  the 
bonds  are  issued,  and  the  bonds  will  not  be  issued 
until  the  money  is  needed  for  the  purpose.  There- 
fore, interest  requirements  will  not  run  until  the 
money  is  actually  borrowed  and  used.  This  is 
only  an  authorization  to  borrow  the  money. 

Coun.  DOWD — Mr.  President,  may  I  ask  the 
chairman  of  the  Finance  Committee,  through  you, 
sir,  what  arrangements  have  been  made  for  the 
work,  whether  it  is  planned  to  do  it  by  day  labor 
or  by  contract? 

Coun.  BUSH — The  Park  Commissioner  says 
that  such  portion  of  the  work  as  can  be  done  by 
day  labor  will  be  so  done.  For  instance,  much  of 
the  work  with  reference  to  the  filling  of  low  areas 
and  the  spreading  of  the  material  will  be  done  by 
day  lahor.  When  it  comes  to  excavation  and 
leveling  hills  he  thought  that  would  have  to  be 


done  by  contract,  as  it  would  be  necessary  to  use 
these  large  excavating  machines,  and  it  would  be 
almost  impossible  to  do  it  by  day  labor.  So  what- 
ever can  be  done  by  day  labor  will  be  so  done, 
and  the  rest  will  be  done  by  contract. 

Coun.  DOWD — Mr.  President,  after  listening 
to  the  remarks  of  Park  Commissioner  Long  in 
regard  to  the  work  on  the  Hyde  Park  Golf  Links, 
when  he  put  in  black  and  white  the  statement 
that  it  would  be  done  by  day  labor,  and  when 
after  we  gave  him  half  a  million  dollars  we  found  a 
force  of  but  one  hundred  and  sixty  laborers  on  the 
job,  and  the  work  being  done  by  contractors  and 
machinery,  I  think  I  may  be  pardoned  for  having 
some  skepticism  in  regard  to  his  statement  in  this 
matter.  For  the  first  time  since  1916  the  Mayor 
of  Boston  has  seen  fit  to  ask  the  School  Committee 
to  depart  from  our  regular  pay-as-you-go  policy 
with  regard  to  the  construction  of  schoolhouses 
and  borrow  outside  of  the  debt  limit  for  the 
erection  of  schools  and  for  land  for  them.  But 
in  this  case  we  have  a  question  not  of  whether  the 
airport  is  to  be  an  A1A  airport  or  not,  butthe 
question  of  how  the  taxpayers  of  the  City  of 
Boston  feel  towards  such  a  proposition.  1  say  to 
you,  Mr.  President  and  members  of  the  Council, 
who  have  sat  here  week  after  week  and  voted  for 
these  expenditures  outside  of  the  debt  limit,  that 
there  is  to  be  a  day,  which  will  come  sometime, 
when  the  taxpayers  will  have  to  pay  the  bills. 
It  may  not  be  in  this  administration,  but  the  man 
who  is  Mayor  of  Boston  later  on  will  necessarily 
have  to  meet  the  burden  of  these  huge  expendi- 
tures. I  know,  of  course,  that  the  people  of  East 
Boston  desire  this  and  I  do  not  object  to  the 
councilor  from  that  district  defending  it.  That  is 
as  it  should  be.  But  how  about  the  other  districts? 
How  about  West  Roxbury,  with  hundreds  of 
unaccepted  streets?  Have  you.  Councilor  Cox, 
been  able  to  convince  the  Mayor  that  the  tax- 
payers there  do  not  need  many  new  streets  and 
new  sewers?  Will  the  voters  in  that  district  be 
satisfied  when  they  are  told  that  the  money  that 
might  be  used  for  that  purpose  is  being  used  for 
this  airport?  And  how  about  Hyde  Park,  with  its 
four  hundred  or  four  hundred  and  fifty  unaccepted 
streets?  And  it  is  the  same  thing  all  along  the 
line.  The  gentlemen  from  Jamaica  Plain,  Dor- 
chester, Charlestown,  Roxbury  and  the  West  I'nd 
can  truthfully  say  that  they  are  unable  to  get  the 
service  in  their  various  districts  that  the  taxpayers 
of  Boston  want  and  need.  And.  after  all,  who  is 
eoing  to  benefit  by  this?  Do  the  people  of  the 
West  End  district,  do  the  people  of  other  districts 
in  this  city,  need  aviation  facilities?  I  wonder. 
Mr.  President,  if  the  people  of  your  district  need 
such  facilities?  No.  What  they  need  at  the 
present  time  are  jobs.  When  the  Mayor  went  to 
Washington  he  sent  back  a  glowing  telegram, 
which  was  published  by  every  newspaper,  to  the 
effect  that  fifteen  hundred  men  would  be  put  to 
work  on  Governor's  Island,  and  yet  every  indi- 
vidual here  knows  that  some  contractor  gets  the 
job,  uses  a  dozen  machines,  and  that  not  over  one 
hundred  men  will  get  work.  I  say  that  the 
amendment  proposed  by  Councilor  Curtis  is  a 
good  one.  What  valid  objection  is  there  to  it? 
They  cannot  spend  $1,250,000  this  year,  anyway, 
so  why  not  give  them  the  S600.000?  Let  them  go 
as  far  as  they  possibly  can  with  that.  They  cer- 
tainly cannot  spend  more  this  year,  in  any  event. 
We  have  two  years,  if  we  are  fortunate  enough  to 
come  back,  to  pass  on  the  appropriation.  I  now 
serve  warning  on  every  member  of  this  Council 
that  everyone  of  you  will  be  held  indirectly  respon- 
sible for  the  raise  in  taxes  that  is  going  to  be  made 
in  August  of  this  year  if  you  allow  his  Honor  the 
Mayor  in  this  matter  and  in  other  such  matters 
to  spend  these  large  amounts  of  money,  and  in 
doing  so  you  will  not  be  performing  your  duty  to 
the  people  who  send  your  here.  Your  duty  is 
plain.  Yote  an  amount  that  is  sufficient  for  one 
year, — that  is,  $600,000, — and  if  you  vote  for  more 
you  are  only  making  it  possible  for  some  one  of  the 
four  favored  contractors  to  get  another  couple  of 
hundred  thousand  dollars. 

Coun.  KELLY — Mr.  President,  I  am  in  hearty 
accord  with  everything  the  councilors  from  the 
West  End  and  from  Roxbury  have  said,  and  I 
might  go  a  little  farther.  It  all  bears  out  the  pre- 
vious remark  I  made  here  this  afternoon  that  this 
city  is  being  run  in  czaristic  fashion  by  the  par- 
ticular individual  who  is  acting  as  Mayor.  And 
I  need  only  refer  again  to  the  fact  that  some 
members  of  this  Council,  twelve  in  number, 
walked  out  of  this  auditorium  this  afternoon, 
where  they  were  supposed  to  be  protecting  the 
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taxpayers,  and  did  not  come  in  until  the  question 
of  quorum  was  raised.  When  I  raised  the  ques- 
tion of  quorum  there  were  but  nine  members 
interested  enough  to  be  present  in  the  room  repre- 
senting their  constituents  who  sent  them  here  to  be 
present.  Of  course,  when  the  word  went  outside, 
without  naming  the  boys,  which  would  be  unfair, 
they  walked  in  here  in  a  little  procession.  I  say, 
Mr.  President,  that,  of  course,  the  Governor,  of 
course,  the  Legislature,  passed  along  this  81,250,000 
appropriation  to  be  borne  by  the  citizens  of  Boston, 
if  we  are  foolish  enough  to  do  it.  Now,  are  the 
city  fathers,  who  are  supposed  to  be  protecting  the 
common  people,  taxpayers  and  rent  payers  of  the 
different  districts,  foolish  enough  to  vote  for  this 
order  because  it  is  a  matter  that  it  is  thought  will 
benefit  the  state?  What  do  we  care  about  bene- 
fiting the  state?  I,  for  one,  am  interested  in 
benefiting  the  people  of  my  district,  first,  and  the 
city  as  a  whole,  second;  and  I  say  that  this  par- 
ticular thing  is  being  put  through  by  the  Mayor 
of  Boston,  having  in  view  the  campaign  in  which 
he  is  about  to  be  engaged,  in  the  state,  so  that  he 
can  point  to  Boston  and  say,  "Look  at  the  airport 
and  see  what  a  Democratic  Mayor  and  a  Demo- 
cratic Governor  gave  to  the  people  of  Boston. 
Look  at  the  $800,000  Arlington  street  widening. 
Look  at  the  golf  links  in  Hyde  Park."  But  he 
won't  say  to  them,  "Look  at  the  tax  rate  that  the 
people  of  Boston  had  to  pay  for  the  two  years 
when  I  was  such  a  great  spender  as  their  agent." 
Of  course,  the  Mayor  went  on  to  Washington  to 
interview  the  federal  authorities  regarding  the 
gift  of  Governor's  Island  to  the  City  of  Boston. 
Of  course,  it  read  nicely  to  the  average  taxpayer, 
who  does  not  know  how  his  money  is  being  spent, 
to  see  that  the  great  intellectual  giant,  James  M. 
Curley,  had  convinced  President  Hoover  that  the 
Federal  Government  should  turn  over  Governor's 
Island  to  the  City  of  Boston,  but,  of  course,  the 
average  person,  like  the  members  of  this  Council, 
can  read  between  the  lines  and  see  what  it  means. 
In  regard  to  what  the  chairman  of  the  Finance 
Committee  says,  that  what  the  President  does  the 
people  should  stand  by,  or  what  the  Mayor  does 
we  Bhould  ratify,  I  say  that  what  the  President 
does  is  not  to  be  stood  by  and  is  not  the  law  unless 
there  is  a  ratification,  such  as  the  ratification  of  a 
treaty  by  the  Senate;  and  I  say  that  the  actions 
of  the  Mayor  of  Boston,  for  selfish  reasons  alone, 
should  first  be  ratified  by  the  twenty-two  members 
of  this  City  Council,  who  every  two  years  on  the 
stump  promise  to  protect  the  taxpayers.  There 
is  now  a  chance  to  protect  your  rights  here.  Let 
us,  with  the- gentleman  from  the  Back  Bay,  protect 
the  taxpayers  who  sent  us  here.  This  $1,250,000 
is  merely  one  item.  We  see  expenditures  of  this 
kind  coming  in  here  right  along,  we  see  taxes 
raised  every  year,  and  we  see  people  moving  out 
of  Boston  on  that  account,  because  of  our  spend- 
thrift policy.  They  can  move  to  Wollaston, 
where  they  will  pay  lower  taxes,  and  enjoy  the 
airport  in  East  Boston  and  the  Hyde  Park  golf 
links  and  the  street  widenings  in  this  city  as  much 
as  the  rest  of  us.  And  that  is  what  is  happening. 
They  are  going  to  Milton  and  they  are  going  to 
other  surrounding  places.  I  know  that  they  are 
going  from  my  district  to  places  such  as  Milton 
and  Wollaston,  because  the  tax  rate  is  going  up, 
and  I  am  willing  to  give  them  credit  for  intelli- 
gence in  moving  out  of  a  city  where  the  city  fathers 
can  always  be  controlled  by  the  czar  of  Boston. 
I  say  that  without  fear  of  contradiction.  Let 
anybody  stand  up  here  and  say  that  taxes  were 
not  raised  last  year,  although  the  Mayor,  in 
running  for  office,  promised  a  reduction  in  taxes, 
in  the  interest  of  the  poor  widows  and  householders. 
That  is  always  the  case  when  James  M.  Curley  is 
out  of  a  job  and  is  trying  to  get  in.  I  tell  you  that 
in  this  city  you  don't  need  any  instructions  as  to 
what  will  happen  as  a  result  of  four  years'  steward- 
ship of  this  particular  individual.  You  had  a  $2 
.  raise  in  taxes  last  year,  and  it  will  be  close  to  $3 
this  year,  and  the  next  two  years  God  only  knows 
what  Jimmie  the  burglar  will  do  to  the  City  of 
Boston 

Coun.  RUBY — Mr.  Chairman,  I  rise  to  a  point 
of  order,  that  we  should  not  be  obliged  to  listen 
to  these  insults  to  the  Mayor  of  Boston,  that  the 
councilor  from  Ward  15  has  no  right  to  indulge  in 
the  kind  of  personalities  he  does  indulge  in  with 
regard  to  the  Chief  Executive  of  our  city. 

Coun.  KELLY — Mr.  President,  of  course,  I 
know  what  to  expect  here. 

President  McGRATH— It  is  to  be  assumed  that 
the  members  here  will  attempt  to  conduct  them- 
selves as  gentlemen,  and  the  Chair  is  constantly 
criticized  for  the  fairness  he  shows  to  the  gentle- 


man from  Dorchester.  I  now  appeal  to  his 
decency,  if  he  is  to  continue  to  address  the  body, 
that  he  conduct  himself  as  the  people  of  his  ward 
would  want  him  to  do. 

Coun.  KELLY — And  I  shall  continue  to  do  just 
that,  Mr.  President.  I  promised  the  people  of  my 
ward  that  I  would  come  in  here  and,  if  I  saw  the 
tax  rate  being  increased  by  foolish  expenditures, 
be  heard  from,  and  so  that  is  the  position  I  am 
taking  on  the  floor  of  the  body  this  afternoon,  and 
the  position  that  I  have  been  taking  for  the  past 
year  and  a  half.  I  am  being  heard  from.  I  am 
representing  those  poor  people  as  their  mouth- 
piece, and  I  will  be  from  now  until  election  time 
representing  them  when  taxes  are  being  piled  on 
the  poor  people  of  the  district,  in  order  to  satisfy 
the  selfish  desires  of  a  man  who  has  only  his  own 
interest  in  view.  And  when  I  get  up  here  I  like 
to  be  heard.  I  have  never  interrupted  a  speaker 
in  this  body,  and  my  only  interruption  today  was 
to  question  the  presence  of  a  quorum,  and  with  no 
desire  to  interrupt  the  speech  that  was  being  made. 
I  have  never  interrupted  a  single  speaker  here, 
because  I  recognize  the  fact  that  members  of  this 
body  are  each  spokesmen  for  about  15,000  voters, 
as  well  as  25,000  women  and  children.  If  any 
member  wants  to  say  anything  against  or  for  the 
Mayor,  he  can  do  it  without  fear  of  interruption 
from  me.  But  I  don't  want  to  be  interrupted. 
I  want  to  express  my  views  here  on  the  floor  of  the 
Council,  and  I  intend  to  do  so,  unless  I  am  thrown 
out  bodily.  Now,  Mr.  President,  just  a  few  more 
remarks.  I  think,  in  spite  of  the  czaristic  tactics 
going  on  in  Boston,  in  spite  of  the  fact  that  many 
members  of  the  Council,  who  should  have  the 
interest  of  the  people  at  heart,  are  bowing  to  this 
czar,  the  people  of  Boston  still  rule  this  city,  and 
that  the  people  who  are  working  hard  and  who  are 
trying  to  dig  up  the  money  for  taxes  are  entitled 
to  honest  representation.  I  intend  to  stand 
here  and  give  it  to  them.  And  I  say  that  the 
councilor  from  the  Back  Bay  (Coun.  Curtis) 
ought  to  know  what  he  is  talking  about.  He  knows 
a  good  deal  about  this  business,  and  he  claims  that 
$600,000  will  do  this  job  completely.  He  is  a  man 
who  had  experience  in  the  World  War  operating  a 
plane,  and  he  knows  what  the  legitimate  demands 
of  an  airport  are  as  far  as  the  use  of  airplanes  is 
concerned.  So  I  say  we  should  pay  particular 
attention  to  a  man  of  this  type,  a  man  who  knows 
what  he  is  talking  about  in  this  matter,  and  who 
has  the  interest  of  the  taxpayers  of  Boston  at 
heart.  I  say  that  his  amendment  should  be 
adopted.  The  passage  of  the  full  amount  sug- 
gested here  will  not  decrease  unemployment. 
We  were  given  that  sort  of  talk  last  year,  but 
unemployment  is  worse  now  than  it  was  a  year 
ago.  So  let  us  now  protect  the  taxpayers.  I 
know  there  are  enough  of  them  in  my  ward  who 
should  be  protected.  I  hear  enough  from  them, 
and  I  know  what  their  views  are.  Let  us  protect 
the  taxpayers  and  protect  the  rentpayers,  whose 
rent  depends  on  the  taxes  that  have  to  be  paid. 
When  taxes  are  raised,  rents  are  increased.  We 
were  told  that  certain  appropriations  would  in- 
crease employment,  last  year,  and  what  have  we 
seen?  Let  us  not  favor  such  an  expenditure  as  is 
proposed  here.  As  the  councilor  from  Roxbury 
(Coun.  Dowd)  truthfully  said,  there  are  fovir  par- 
ticular contractors  who  will  get  this  work,  and  they 
will  go  out  and  hire  not  citizens  of  this  country 
but  of  some  other  country,  and  instead  of  giving 
employment  to  citizens  of  Boston  they  will  go  out 
and  get  men  from  neighboring  cities — from 
Everett,  Somerville,  Wollaston,  Winthrop,  and  so 
on.  Don't  be  afraid  of  bragadoccio  about  defeat- 
ing you  if  you  don't  do  everything  the  Mayor 
wants,  because  the  people  of  Boston  still  run  Bos- 
ton, and  they  will  show  it  this  coming  November. 
I  ask  that  Councilor  Curtis'  amendment  be 
adopted  by  this  honorable  body. 

Coun.  HEIN — Mr.  President,  I  move  the  pre- 
vious question. 

The  main  question  was  ordered,  and  the  first 
question  came  on  Coun.  Curtis'  amendment  to 
substitute  $600,000  for  the  amount  proposed  in  the 
original  order. 

The  amendment  was  rejected,  yeas  7,  nays  13; 

Yeas — Coun.  Arnold,  Bush,  Cox,  Curtis,  Dowd, 
Fitzgerald,  Kelly— 7. 

Nays— Coun.  Donovan,  Englert,  Fish,  Gal- 
lagher, Gleason,  Green,  Hein,  Lynch,  Mahoney, 
McGrath,   Murray,  Power,  Ruby — 13. 

The  question  came  on  the  passage  of  the  order 
as  originally  submitted. 

Coun.  DOWD— Mr.  President,  I  rise  to  ask  a 
question  of   the  chairman  of  the  Finance  Com- 
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mittee.     Does  he  know  whether  the  actual  lease 
for  the  airport  has  been  signed  or  is  in  process? 

Coun.  BUSH — I  haven't  seen  the  lease,  Mr. 
President. 

,  Coun.  DOWD— Well,  Mr.  President,  until  such 
time  as  the  Council  knows  that  the  lease  is  actu- 
ally signed,  I  submit  to  you  and  to  the  other 
members  of  the  Council  that  we  have  no  authority 
to  vote  on  any  loan  order  of  any  kind. 

Coun.  KELLY — Mr.  President,  owing  to  the 
inability  of  the  chairman  of  the  Finance  Com- 
mittee to  furnish  us  with  sufficient  information, 
and  as  this  order  proposes  such  a  large  expendi- 
ture, unless  it  is  to  go  into  effect  anyway,  may  I 
ask  the  chairman  of  the  Finance  Committee  when 
this  does  go  into  effect,  if  it  is  voted  upon? 

Coun.  BUSH— Mr.  President,  I  would  call 
attention  to  the  fact  that  this  will  go  into  effect 
July  3.  If  we  do  not  act  upon  it  today  it  will  go 
into  effect  anyway  July  3,  in  the  first  place,  and, 
in  the  second  place,  if  the  lease  has  not  been 
signed  and  this  order  has  been  passed,  it  would 
be  illegal  for  the  city  to  spend  money  on  Governor's 
Island.  Nobody  could  spend  money  on  it  unless 
the  lease  had  been  signed  and  the  land  was  actually 
in  possession  of  the  City  of  Boston. 

Coun.  KELLY— Mr.  President,  in  view  of  the 
lack  of  information  from  the  chairman  today 
regarding  the  lease,  and  as  this  is  a  matter  that 
is  very  important  to  the  taxpayers,  I  would  move 
that  it  lie  over  for  one  week. 

Coun.  Kelly's  motion  that  the  matter  lie  over 
for  a  week  was  lost. 

Coun.  DOWD— Mr.  President,  I  hope  the 
Council  will  not  put  each  and  every  member  in 
the  ridiculous  position  that  would  result  from 
having  this  order  for  $1,250,000  passed  without  the 
assurance  that  the  lease  has  been  signed.  The 
chairman  of  the  Finance  Committee  has  told  us 
that  the  city  could  not  spend  the  money  until 
the  lease  was  signed.  I  naturally  agree  with  him 
in  that  respect.  At  the  same  time,  there  is  to 
be  considered  the  ridiculous  position  in  which 
each  and  every  member  of  the  Council  ie  going 
to  be  placed  if,  after  the  order  for  the  expenditure 
of  $1,250,000  has  been  passed,  we  find  that  the 
lease  has  not  been  signed.  If  there  are  any  busi- 
ness men  here,  and  I  assume  that  there  are,  they 
know  as  business  men  that  they  would  not  think 
of  spending  a  five-cent  piece,  under  the  circum- 
stances, until  the  contract  had  been  actually 
signed.  So  I  submit  to  the  fairness  of  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Council  the  suggestion  that  they 
should  at  least  wait  until  we  have  assurance  from 
the  Corporation  Counsel  that  this  lease  is  actually 
signed.  I  have  not  seen  it  stated  anywhere  that 
it  has  been  signed.  I  have  seen  statements  to  the 
effect  that  it  has  been  drawn  up,  but  not  to  the 
effect  that  any  definite  action  has  been  taken. 
Now,  if  that  is  true,  and  I  assume  that  it  is,  I  say 
that  anyone  voting  for  the  loan  order  today  is 
making  himself  absolutely  ridiculous  in  the  eyes 
of  the  public.  There  should  be  no  objection  on 
the  part  of  any  member  of  the  Council  to  having 
this  matter  laid  over  for  one  week,  until  we  ascer- 
tain the  true  facts.  The  chairman  of  the  com- 
mittee says  that  it  will  go  into  effect  anyway 
July  3,  whether  this  Council  votes  for  it  or  not. 
Well,  I  noticed  today  that  this  same  committee 
did  not  object  to  reporting  "Ought  not  to  pass" 
on  an  order  for  school  buildings  and  land,  without 
prejudice,  at  the  same  time  resubmitting  another 
order,  using  the  argument  that  the  action  taken 
would  be  more  proper  and  legal  in  that  way, 
having  in  mind  the  feeling  that  bankers  might 
have  in  regard  to  the  proposed  loan.  It  seems  to 
me  the  same  argument  applies  here.  You  say 
that  this  will  go  into  effect  anyway  July  3.  Well, 
that  is  three  weeks  from  now,  and  in  the  mean- 
time a  delay  of  a  week  will  do  no  harm;  and  I 
know  that  you,  Mr.  President,  and  no  business 
man  in  this  body  would  consider  spending  a  five- 
cent  piece,  whether  it  be  legal  or  not,  until  the 
contract  was  actually  signed,  in  this  matter. 

Coun.  HEIN — Mr.  President,  I  move  the 
previous  question. 

The  main  question  was  ordered. 

President  McGRATH — The  question  is  on  the 
passage  of  the  original  order,  and  the  clerk  will 
call  the  roll. 

Coun.  CURTIS— Mr.  President,  I  would  ask 
unanimous  consent  to  make  a  statement. 

President  McGRATH — If  there  is  no  objection. 
Councilor  Curtis  may  proceed. 

Coun.  CURTIS— Mr.  President,  I  thank  the 
members  of  the  Council  for  giving  their  consent 
to  my  statement,  and  I  will  reciprocate  by  making 
it  very  brief.    I  am  going  to  urge  the  members 


ol  the  body  who  voted  in  favor  of  the  amendment 
I  offered,  to  vote  against  this  appropriation  at  this 
time.  I,  of  course,  knew  that  the  amendment 
would  not  be  carried.  On  the  other  hand,  our 
rules  provide  that  appropriation  orders  of  this 
sort  must  be  carried  by  a  two-thirds  vote,  for  the 
very  reason  that  if  there  is  a  serious  doubt  about 
such  a  question  it  should  be  held  up  for  the  time 
being.  I  also  feel,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  that  if 
there  is  any  question  here  it  will  cast  doubt  on  the 
bonds.  I  think  the  City  Clerk  will  confirm  me  in 
that  statement — that  if  the  order  does  not  get 
the  two  votes  here,  but  goes  into  effect  July  3,  it 
will  be  in  the  same  position  as  the  school  orders 
which  we  acted  upon  earlier  in  the  session.  I  would 
ask  the  President  if  that  is  not  the  fact? 

President  McGRATH — I  am  informed  by  the 
City  Clerk,  and  will  so  state,  that  there  never  has 
been  an  objection  raised  to  the  acceptability  of  any 
bond  issue  where  the  order  has  gone  into  effect 
after  the  lapse  of  sixty  days. 

Coun.  CURTIS — Yes,  but  this  comes  up  within 
less  than  sixty  days  from  the  time  when  the  act 
was  accepted,  which,  I  submit,  raises  an  additional 
objection  in  this  case. 

President  McGRATH— That  objection.  I  under- 
stand, Councilor  Curtis,  is  open  to  question. 

Coun.  CURTIS — Open  to  question,  and  I  don't 
think  you  want  to  do  it  in  that  way.  So  I  am 
going  to  move  that  more  time  be  given  on  this 
matter,  and  am  going  to  urge  the  members  who 
supported  my  amendment  to  oppose  this  now, 
until  we  can  get  further  information.  There  are 
two  points  that  I  would  like  to  take  a  moment 
to  put  forward,  that  I  failed  to  mention.  Coun- 
cilor Bush,  in  speaking  upon  this  matter,  referred 
to  the  field  at  Governor's  Island  as  an  auxiliary. 
We  are  talking  here  about  the  East  Boston  Air- 
port, without  bringing  in  the  other  project  of  an 
auxiliary  field  at  Governor's  Island  and,  according 
to  the  plan,  I  have  seen  no  proposition  to  connect 
that  up  with  the  present  field.  If  this  is  going 
to  be  an  auxiliary  field,  connected  up  with  the 
airport,  I  think  it  would  be  a  good  thing  not  to  act 
upon  the  matter  until  we  know  what  the  project 
is  and  what  it  will  amount  to.  Finally.  1  would 
like  to  make  one  quotation  from  the  Boston 
Transcript,  reading  only  two  lines, — and  I  might 
in  that  connection  mention  the  fact  that  the 
Boston  Transcript  is  notoriously  in  favor  of  projects 
having  to  do  with  the  advancement  of  aviation. 
I  happened  to  serve  on  a  field  with  the  son  of  one 
of  the  editors  who  was  killed  in  aviation  in  the 
World  War,  and,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  the  Transcript 
has  backed  up  aviation  to  the  limit.  Yet  they  say 
in  a  well  considered  article,  which  I  think  everyone 
will  acknowledge  gives  a  fair  presentation  of  the 
situation — and  this  appears  in  the  Boston  Evening 
Transcript  of  Monday,  May  18,  1931,  in  regard  to 
the  proposed  development  of  the  Boston  Airport: 

"We  feel  that  until  the  present  field  is  wholly 
completed,  there  is  absolutely  no  justification  for 
spending  money  on  Governor's  Island." 

I  believe  that  this  is  a  project  that  the  state  and 
Federal  Government  should  help  out  on.  Of 
course,  the  State  Legislature  is  willing  to  let  the 
City  of  Boston  spend  all  the  money  it  wants  to 
on  a  thing  like  this  which  will  help  the  whole 
state.  But  this  is  a  matter  in  which  the  state 
and  the  Federal  Government  are  interested,  and 
here  it  is  proposed  to  put  the  burden  on  the  City 
of  Boston.  Of  course,  it  has  been  left  for  the  city 
to  act  in  the  matter  as  it  wishes,  carrying  out  the 
idea  of  home  rule  for  the  city.  But  the  point  of 
view  of  the  representatives  of  the  people  of  the 
state  is  distinct  from  that  of  the  people  who  live  in 
the  city,  and  whom  we  in  this  room  represent, 
and  we  should  carefully  regard  the  interests  of  our 
constituents  in  this  matter.  I  would  finally  say 
that,  in  my  opinion,  the  idea  of  utilizing  Gover- 
nor's Island  has  been  presented  to  us  with  very 
vague  ideas  of  what  is  proposed,  the  most  vague 
of  anything  that  has  come  into  the  body  since  I 
have  been  sitting  here.  Certainly,  this  is  the 
most  unnecessary  and  unjustifiable  expenditure 
that  has  been  urged  since  I  have  been  a  member 
of  the  body,  and  I  ask  the  members  to  think 
twice  before  they  vote  to  pass  an  order  which  will 
increase  the  tax  rate  of  Boston  to  such  an  extent 
as  this. 

Coun.  BUSH — Mr.  President,  I  would  ask  the 
councilor  who  made  the  motion  for  the  previous 
question  to  withdraw  the  motion. 

President  McGRATH— It  is  too  late  to  with- 
draw it. 

Coun.  BUSH — Then,  I  would  move  reference 
of  the  matter  to  the  Executive  Committee. 
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President  McGRATH— The  Chair  would  say 
that  the  calling  of  the  roll  having  been  begun  on 
the  passage  of  the  order  the  usual  procedure  here 
can  only  be  suspended  by  unanimous  consent. 

Coun.  BUSH— Then,  Mr.  President,  I  would  ask 
unanimous  consent  to  make  a  statement. 

President  McGRATH— Is  there  objection? 

Coun.  HEIN— Yes. 

The  order  as  originally  presented  was  given  its 
first  reading  and  passage,  yeas  15,  nays  6: 

Yeas — Coun.  Bush,  Cox,  Donovan,  Englert, 
Fish,  Gallagher,  Gleason,  Green,  Hein,  Lynch, 
Mahoney,   McGrath,    Murray,  Power,  Ruby — 15, 

Nays — Coun.  Arnold,  Curtis,  Dowd,  Fitzgerald, 
Kelly,  Wilson— 6. 

Later  in  the  session  Coun.  GREEN  said: 

Mr.  President,  1  ask  unanimous  consent  to 
make  a  statement. 

President  McGRATH- If  there  is  no  objection, 
the  councilor  will  proceed. 

Coun.  GREEN — Mr.  President,  there  was  a 
remark  made  this  afternoon  in  the  heat  of  debate 
that  I  think  we  all  regret;  I  don't  think  my  good 
friend  from  Dorchester  (Coun.  Kelly)  would  inten- 
tionally say  anything  that  would  injure  .us  who 
left  the  chamber  temporarily,  politically  or  other- 
wise. We  will  presently  have  a  campaign  coming 
on,  and  so  I  would  move  that  his  remarks  when 
he  referred  to  members  of  the  Council  leaving  the 
chamber  be  taken  from  the  record.  I  think  five 
of  the  men  affected  were  Councilors  Gallagher, 
Fish,  Green,  and  I  cannot  mention  the  other  two 
offhand.  But  city  business  called  us  out  of  the 
room,  took  us  for  the  time  being  from  the  assembly 
hall,  and  I  think  that  should  be  understood.  So 
I  think  that  remark  should  be  taken  from  the 
record.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  we  were  present  and 
voted  when  the  matter  came  up  for  vote. 

Coun.  KELLY — Mr.  President,  I  would  be  only 
too  pleased  to  do  that,  but  at  the  time  1  specifically 
refrained  from  mentioning  names,  so,  as  far  as  the 
records  go,  nobody  knows  who  the  absent  members 
were.  I  don't  see  any  particular  necessity, 
therefore,  for  having  the  language  taken  out  of 
the  records,  unless  somebody  wishes  it. 

Coun.  GREEN — Mr.  President,  I  only  men- 
tioned the  names  of  those  who,  I  felt,  had  no 
objection  to  my  mentioning  their  names,  under  the 
circumstances,  as  they  were  tending  to  city  busi- 
ness outside  of  the  room.  I  think  I  was  guilty  of 
no  offence  in  doing  so,  that  there  was  no  harm  in 
mentioning  the  names  that  I  did  mention. 

Coun.  GALLAGHER — Mr.  President,  my  name 
has  been  brought  into  the  discussion.  So  far  as  I 
am  concerned,  I  don't  care  whether  it  is  in  the 
records  or  hot.  I  certainly  said  nothing  to  Coun- 
cilor Green,  and  he  is  not  authorized  to  speak  for 
me. 

Coun.  WILSON — Mr.  President,  my  name  was 
not  mentioned,  and  I  don't  care  whether  or  not 
it  is  mentioned.  I  was  outside  of  the  room  attend- 
ing to  the  business  of  some  of  my  constituents. 
I  have  been  here  for  five  years  and  have  not 
dodged  any  vote  during  that  time,  and  I  was 
recorded  on  the  vote  that  took  place  on  this,  as 
on  other  matters  today.  While  I  am  on  my  feet 
I  might  as  well  say  that  I  do  not  believe  in  having 
discussions  shut  off  in  this  body,  and  so  long  as  I 
am  a  member  of  the  City  Council  I  shall  refuse 
to  vote  on  any  question  where  debate  is  stifled. 


PASSAGE   OF   LOAN   ORDERS. 

President  McGRATH  called  up,  under  un- 
finished business,  Nos.  5,  6  and  7  on  the  calendar, 
viz.: 

5.  Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  $40,000  be,  and 
the  same  hereby  is,  appropriated,  to  be  expended 
under  the  direction  of  the  Public  Works  Commis- 
sioner, for  Albany  Street  Bridge,  and  that  to  meet 
said  appropriation  the  City  Treasurer  be  author- 
ized to  issue,  from  time  to  time,  on  request  of  the 
Mayor,  bonds  or  certificates  of  indebtedness  of  the 
city  to  said  amount. 

On  May  26,  1931,  the  foregoing  order  was  read 
once  and  passed,  yeas  18,  nays  0. 

6.  Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  $25,000  be,  and 
the  same  hereby  is,  appropriated,  to  be  expended 
under  the  direction  of  the  Superintendent  of 
Public  Buildings,  for  the  construction  of  a  Garage, 
Station  14,  and  that  to  meet  said  appropriation  the 
City  Treasurer  be  authorized-  to  issue,  from  time 
to  time,  upon  request  of  the  Mayor,  bonds  or  cer- 
tificates of  indebtedness  of  the  city  to  said  amount. 

On  May  26,  1931,  the  foregoinglorder  was  read 
once  and  passed,  yeas  18,  nays  0. 


7.  Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  sixty  thousand 
dollars  be,  and  the  same  hereby  is,  appropriated, 
to  be  expended  under  the  direction  of  the  Park 
Commission,  for  the  construction  of  buildings  and 
general  laying  out  and  improvement  of  the  new 
public  playground  in  the  Dunbar  avenue  section 
of  Dorchester,  and  that  to  meet  such  expense  the 
City  Treasurer  be  authorized  to  issue,  from  time 
to  time,  at  the  request  of  the  Mayor,  bonds  or 
certificates  of  indebtedness  of  the  city  to  said 
amount. 

On  May  26,  1931,  the  foregoing  order  was  read 
once  and  passed,  yeas  18,  nays  0. 

The  orders  were  given  their  second  and  final 
reading  and  passage,  yeas  21,  nays  0. 

4.  Report  on  order  (referred  December  29, 
1930)  for  a  loan  of  $75,000,  to  be  expended  under 
direction  of  Park  Commission,  for  the  filling  and 
grading,  and  erection  of  suitable  bleachers,  on  the 
John  H.  L.  Noyes  Playground,  East  Boston, — 
that  same  ought  to  pass. 

Report  accepted;  said  order  passed,  yeas  20, 
nays  0. 


REPORT   OF   COMMITTEE   ON 
ORDINANCES. 

Coun.  HEIN,  for  the  Committee  on  Ordinances, 
submitted  report  on  message  oi  Mayor  and 
ordinance  (referred  April  27)  relative  to  display 
of  second-hand  furniture  and  household  effects, 
recommending  passage  of  accompanying  new 
draft,  viz.: 
An  Ordinance  Relative  to  the  Display  of  Second- 

Hand  Furniture  and  Household  Effects. 
Be  it  ordained  by  the  City  Council  of  Boston,  as 
follows: 

Section  1.  Chapter  thirty-eight  of  the  Revised 
Ordinances  of  the  year  nineteen  hundred  and 
twenty-five  is  hereby  amended  by  inserting  after 
section  four  a  new  section,  entitled  4A,  as  follows: 
Section  4A.  No  such  shopkeeper  holding  a  license 
from  the  police  commissioner  as  a  dealer  of  any 
second-hand  articles  shall  permit  to  be  displayed 
any  second-hand  furniture  or  household  effects  in 
any  open  area  surrounding  or  appurtenant  to  the 
premises  occupied  by  said  licensee. 

Report  accepted;   said  ordinance  passed. 


SOLARIUM    FOR   WOMEN    AT    L    STREET 
BATH   HOUSE. 

Coun.  LYNCH  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,    That   the    Park     Commission    be    re- 
quested, through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  provide 
for  the  construction  of  a  solarium  on  the  women's 
side  of  the  L  Street  Bath  House. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


ACCEPTANCE   OF   GENE   STREET, 
WARD   7. 

Coun.  LYNCH  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,   That   the   Board   of   Street  Commis- 
sioners   be    requested,    through    his    Honor    the 
Mayor,  to  accept  and  lay  out  Gene  street,  Ward  7, 
as  a  public  highway. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


RECESS. 

The  Council  voted  at  5.15  p.  m.,  on  motion  of 
Coun.  DQWD,  to  take  a  recess  subject  to  the  call 
of  the  Chair.  The  members  reassembled  in  the 
Council  Chamber  and  were  called  to  order  by 
President  McGRATH  at  5.41  p.  m. 


EXECUTIVE   COMMITTEE  REPORTS. 

Coun.  GALLAGHER,  for  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee, submitted  the  following: 

1  Report  on  petition  of  Susan  Hodgdon  of 
the  Health  Department  (referred  today)  to  be 
retired  under  chapter  765,  Acts  of  1914,  recom- 
mending passage  of  the  accompanying  order,  viz.: 

Ordered,  That  the  Retirement  Hoard  for 
Laborers  be  hereby  authorized  and  requested  to 
retire,  under  t be  provisions  of  chapter  765  of  the 
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Acts  of  1914,  as  amended  by  chapter  63  of  the 
Special  Acts  of  1915,  Susan  Hodgdon,  employed 
in  the  labor  service  of  the  City  of  Boston  in  the 
Health  Department. 

Report  accepted;  said  order  passed. 

2.  Report  on  petitions  (referred  today)  for 
children  under  fifteen  years  of  age  for  permission 
to  appear  at  places  of  public  amusement,  viz.: 
Mary  E.  Ring,  Brighthelmstone  Hall,  June  19; 
Esther  Lyons,  Whiton  Hall,  June  15;  Rev.  L. 
Toma,  East  Boston  High  School,  June  19;  Helen 
M.  Dunn,  East  Boston  High  School,  June  15; 
Rose  Sidman,  Sarah  Greenwood  Hall,  June  12; 
Kay  A.  McDermott,  Roxbury  Memorial  High 
School,  June  10;  Lavinia  A.  Hogan,  Repertory 
Hall,  June  15, — recommending  that  leave  be  given 
under  usual  conditions. 

Report  accepted;  leave  granted  under  usual 
conditions.  , 

3.  Beport  on  message  of  Mayor  and  order 
(referred  today)  that  sum  of  $5,000  be,  and  same 
hereby  is,  appropriated,  to  be  expended  by  Board 
of  Park  Commissioners,  for  recreation  purposes,  by 
transporting  of  children  from  various  parts  of 
the  city  to  certain  recreational  centers  within  and 
without  the  limits  of  the  city,  and  for  other  inci- 
dental expenses  in  connection  therewith,. said  sum 
to  be  charged  to  the  Reserve  Fund, — recommend- 
ing passage  of  same. 

Report  accepted;  said  order  passed,  yeas  18, 
nays  0. 

4.  Report  on  ordinance  (referred  today)  con- 
cerning hawkers  and  pedlers — that  same  ought  to 
pass. 

Report  accepted;  said  ordinance  passed. 

5.  Report  on  petition  (referred  June  1)  of 
Lincoln  Park,  Incorporated,  for  license  for  term 
ending  March  1,  1932,  for  outdoor  athletic  sports 
or   games   on    Lord's   Day,  between   1.30   and    6 


o'clock,  on  premises  on  Gerard  and  Island  streets 
• — recommending  that  a  license  be  granted. 

Report  accepted;  license  granted  under  usual 
conditions. 

6.  Report  on  order  (referred  today)  accepting 
chapter  294  of  the  Acts  of  1931,  providing  for 
construction  of  municipal  building  on  Franklin 
Field  in  the  Dorchester  district  of  the  City  of 
Boston — that  same  ought  to  pass. 

Report  accepted;   said  order  passed. 

7.  Report  on  order  (referred  today)  accepting 
chapter  295,  Acts  of  1931,  for  construction  of 
municipal  building  in  Fields  Corner  section  of  the 
Dorchester  district  of  the  City  of  Boston — that 
same  ought  to  pass. 

Report  accepted;  said  order  passed. 


CONFIRMATION   OF   CONSTABLES. 

On  motion  of  Coun.  WILSON,  the  Council  took 
up  from  No.  1  on  the  calendar,  under  unfinished 
business,  appointments  by  the  Mayor  April  6  of 
certain  persons  as  constables,  the  following  names: 
George  W.  Bloomberg,  Joseph  P.  Cutter,  Dennis 
L.  Griffin  and  Samuel  Werner. 

The  question  came  on  confirmation.  Commit- 
tee, Coun.  Gallagher  and  Donovan.  Whole  num- 
ber of  ballots,  14,  yeas  14,  and  the  appointments 
were  confirmed. 


THE    NEXT   MEETING. 

It  was  voted,  on  motion  of  Coun.  ARNOLD, 
that  when  the  Council  adjourn  it  be  to  meet  on 
Monday,  June  29,  at  2  p.  m. 

Adjourned,  on  motion  of  Coun.  ARNOLD,  at 
5.48  p.  m.,  to  meet  on  Monday,  June  29,  at  2  p.  m 
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Monday,  June  29,  1931. 
Regular   meeting   of   the   City   Council   in   the 
Council   Chamber,   City   Hall,    at   2  p.  m.,  Presi- 
dent McGRATH  in  the  chair,  and  all  the  members 
present. 

APPOINTMENT  OF  CONSTABLES. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  June  29,  1931. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen,- — Subject  to  the  confirmation  of  your 
body,  I  appoint  as  constables,  for  the  term  ending 
April  30,  1932,  the  following: 

Nathan  Shapiro,  8  Haley  street,  Roxbury;  John 
H.  O'Hare,  36  Presentation  road,  Brighton;  Max 
Goldfarb,  37  Allen  street,  Boston;  Alexander 
Levy,  46  Evelyn  street,  Mattapan. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 
The   appointments   were  laid  over  for  a  week 
under  the  law. 


LAND    IN    VICINITY    OF    NASHUA 
STREET. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  June  29,  1931. 
To  the  City  Council: 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  communica- 
tion from  the  Law  Department  regarding  the  trans- 
fer of  land  in  the  vicinity  of  Nashua  street  to  the 
Park  Department  which  is  self-explanatory.  I 
accordingly  recommend  the  adoption  of  the  accom- 
panying order. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Law  Department,  June  20,   1931. 
Hon.  James  M.  Curley, 

Mayor  of  Boston. 

Dear  Mr.  Mayor, — By  an  indenture  dated 
December  11,  1930,  signed  in  the  name  and  behalf 
of  the  City  of  Boston  by  the  members  of  the  Park 
Department  and  in  behalf  of  the  Commonwealth 
of  Massachusetts  by  the  majority  of  the  Metro- 
politan District  Commission,  the  Commonwealth, 
acting  under  the  authority  of  section  87  of  chapter 
92  of  the  General  Laws,  transfers  to  the  City  of 
Boston  a  parcel  of  land,  rent  free,  for  a  period  of 
ninety-nine  years,  together  with  police  protection. 
The  said  land  is  to  be  used  for  the  purposes  of  a 
public  park  and  a  description  of  the  said  land, 
together  with  the  conditions  under  which  its 
transfer  is  made,  is  fully  set  fortli  in  the  said 
indenture.     The  said  land  is  described  as  follows: 

Northwesterly  by  the  present  United  States 
pier-head  and  bulk-head  line; 

Northeasterly  by  other  land  of  the  Common- 
wealth, Department  of  Public  Works; 

Southeasterly  by  land  of  the  City  of  Boston ; 

Southwesterly  by  the  northeasterly  side  line  of 
Charles  River  Dam. 

I  am  informed  that  the  Park  Department  of  the 
City  of  Boston  is  anxious  to  obtain  possession  of 
these  premises  and  I  am  inclosing  an  order  to  be 
introduced  into  the  City  Council  which  ratifies  and 
authorizes  the  act  of  the  Park  Department  in 
signing  the  above  indenture  on  behalf  of  the  City 
of  Boston. 

If  this  matter  meets  with  your  approval,  please 
introduce  the  inclosed  order  in  the  City  Council. 
Very  truly  yours, 
Samuel  Silverman,  Corporation  Counsel. 

Whereas,  By  an  indenture  dated  December  11, 
1930,  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts,  acting 
through  its  Metropolitan  District  Commission, 
transferred  to  the  City  of  Boston,  to  be  used  and 
maintained  by  the  City  of  Boston  for  the  purposes 


of  a  park  free  of  rent  for  a  period  of  ninety-nine 
years,  a  certain  parcel  of  land  in  the  vicinity  of 
Nashua  street  extension  and  more  fully  described 
in  said  indenture,  together  with  police  protection; 
and 

Whereas,  Said  indenture  has  been  executed  in 
behalf  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts  by  a 
majority  of  the  Metropolitan  District  Commission 
and  in  behalf  of  the  City  of  Boston  by  its  Park 
Department;  now,  therefore,  it  is 

Voted,  That  the  execution  of  said  indenture  in 
behalf  of  the  City  of  Boston  by  the  said  Park 
Department  be,  and  the  same  hereby  is,  authorized 
and  ratified  and  it  is  further  voted  that  his  Honor 
the  Mayor  of  said  City  of  Boston  be,  and  he  hereby 
is,  authorized  to  approve  said  indenture. 

Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 


SICK  LEAVE  TO  CITY  EMPLOYEES. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  June  29,  1931. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  am  in  receipt  of  your  order  of 
June  15,  1931,  requesting  me  to  allow  fifteen  days' 
sick  leave  with  pay  to  all  city  employees.  Without 
a  special  act  of  the  Legislature  the  heads  of  de- 
partments have  no  authority  to  allow  sick  leave  to 
employees  paid  by  the  day. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 
Placed  on  file. 


FURNISHING  ICE  FOR  DRINKING 
FOUNTAINS. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  June  29,  1931. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen,' — It  is  the  custom  each  year  to  pro- 
vide money  for  the  purchase  of  ice  for  the  public 
drinking  fountains  from  the  Reserve  Fund.  The 
accompanying  order  provides  for  the  necessary 
authorization  and  I  respectfully  recommend  its 
approval  by  your  honorable  body. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  be  authorized  to  expend  a  sum  not  exceeding 
S7.500  for  the  purpose  of  furnishing  ice  for  the 
public  drinking  fountains  during  the  summer 
season,  said  sum  to  be  charged  to  the  Reserve 
Fund. 

Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 


FIRE  ALARM   BOX,   AUCKLAND   AND 

BAY  STREETS. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  June  29,  1931. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen,- — -1  herewith  transmit  to  you  report 
from  Hon.  Edward  F.  McLaughlin,  Fire  Com- 
missioner, regarding  your  request  for  a  fire  alarm 
box  at  the  corner  of  Auckland  and  Bay  streets. 
This  is  in  reply  to  your  order  of  June  15,  1931. 
Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Fire  Department,  June  26,  1931. 
Hon.  James  M.  Curley, 

Mayor  of  Boston. 
Dear  Sir, — 1  return  herewith  an  order  from  the 
City  Council  requesting  that  a  fire  alarm  box  be 
installed  at  the  corner  of  Auckland  and  Bay  streets. 
After  an  investigation  of  the  district  it  was  found 
that  this  is  a  suitable  location  for  a  fire  alarm  box 
and  I  have  issued  instructions  for  a  box  to  be 
installed.  The  cost  of  installation  will  be  approxi- 
mately S600. 

Yours  very  truly, 
Edwahd  F.  McLauqhlin, 

Fire   Commissioner. 
Placed  on  file. 
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APPOINTMENT  OF  WEIGHER  OF  GOODS. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  June  29,  1931. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — Subject    to    the    confirmation    of 
your  body,  I  appoint  as  Weigher  of  Goods,  for  the 
term  ending  April  30,  1932,  the  following: 
E.  P.  Whitman,  66  Newport  street,  Arlington. 
Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 
Laid  over  for  a  week  under  the  law. 


REPORT  ON  SOLARIUM,  L  STREET 
BATH  HOUSE. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  June  29,  1931. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  herewith  transmit  to  you  report 
from  William  P.  Long,  chairman  of  the  Park  Com- 
mission, with  reference  to  your  request  for  solarium 
at  the  L  Street  Bath  House  for  women.  This  is  in 
reply  to  the  order  of  June  1,  1931. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Park  Department,  June  25,  1931. 
Hon.  James  M.  Curley, 

Mayor  of  Boston. 
Dear  Sir, — I  am  in  receipt  of  an  order  from  the 
City  Council  that  the  Park  Department  provide  for 
the  construction  of  a  solarium  on  the  women's  side 
of  the  L  Street  Bath  House. 

By  direction  of  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  studies  and 
plans  now  in  this  office  for  the  building  of  a  solarium 
on  the  women's  side  were  provisional.  Of  course 
the  men's  solarium  is  in  the  experimental  stage  and 
it  was  thought  advisable  to  see  how  this  worked  out 
before  money  was  provided  to  erect  a  solarium  for 
the  women's  building. 

Very  respectfully  yours, 
William  P.   Long,  Chairman. 
Placed  on  file. 


ACCIDENT  AT  MATTHEW  J.  SWEENEY 

PLAYGROUND. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  June  29,  1931. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  herewith  transmit  to  you  report 
from  the  School  Department  regarding  your  request 
for  a  report  concerning  the  accident  at  the  Matthew 
J.  Sweeney  Playground.  This  is  in  reply  to  your 
order  of  June  1,  1931. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
School  Committee,  June  12,  1931. 
Hon.  James  M.  Curley, 

Mayor  of  Boston. 
Dear  Sir, — In  response  to  an  order  passed  by  the 
City  Council,  June  1,  1931: 

"Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Acting  Mayor  be 
requested  to  obtain  from  the  School  Department 
and  Park  Department  a  report  with  reference  to  the 
accident  caused  by  a  swing  on  the  Matthew  J. 
Sweeney  Playground  and  which  resulted  in  the 
death  of  Teresa  Kennedy," — 

the  report  of  the  accident  to  the  child  as  reported 
by  the  teacher  in  charge  of  the  playground  and 
forwarded  by  the  Director  of  Physical  Education, 
Mr.  Nathaniel  J.  Young,  is  handed  you  herewith. 
We  are  also  sending  you  communications  from  the 
Director  to  the  Superintendent  of  Schools  under 
date  of  May  IS  with  further  reference  to  the  acci- 
dent* 

Very   truly   yours, 
Ellen  M.  Cronin,  Secretary. 

Pupil  Accident  Report. 
(In  Case  of   Injurv   to    Pupil  in  a   School  Shop, 
Use  1S3A.) 
Report  injuries  which  required  medical  attention 
or  cause  absence  of  one-half  day  or  more. 


(Original  to  be  sent  to  Assistant  Superintendent 
in  charge  of  Safety  Education;  duplicate  and  tripli- 
cate for  use  of  principal  and  teacher.) 

Who  Was  Hurt? 
Name,   Teresa   Kennedy.     Address,    176   Gold 
street,  South  Boston.     Age,  3  and  i  years.     Sex, 
female.     School  or  District,  M.  J.  Sweeney  Play- 
ground.    Name  of  parent,  William  Kennedy. 

When  and  Where  Did  Accident  Happen? 
Date,  May  15,  1931.     Time,  4.45  p.  m.     Place, 
Matthew    J.    Sweeney  Playground,    West    Fifth 
street,  South  Boston. 

How  Did  Accident  Happen? 
What  was  person  doing  when  hurt?  Swinging 
on  a  swing.  Describe  the  accident.  A  section  of 
the  swing  standard  snapped.  A  vertical  support 
and  one  of  the  horizontal  sections  of  the  standard 
broke  off  from  the  main  structure.  Four  swings 
were  thrown  to  the  ground. 

What  Kind  of  Injury  Was  It? 
The  child  died  fifteen  minutes  after  entering  the 
Carney  Hospital.  What  medical  attention? 
Carney  Hospital  Accident  Room.  Action  taken 
by  teacher  to  whom  injury  was  first  reported.  Sent 
to  Police  Station  for  ambulance.  Child's  father 
and  teacher  went  to  hospital  with  child  in  a  police 
automobile  (sedan).  Names  of  material  witnesses 
(if  any)  Mary  V.  Meagher  and  Eileen  Mullen, 
playground  teachers.  Mark  Burke,  custodian. 
Signed,  Mary  V.  Meagher, 

Teacher  in  Charge. 
Nathaniel  J.  Young, 
May  15,1931.       Director  of  Physical  Education. 

Carney  Hospital  record  reports  death  due  to 
"  concussion  of  brain,  internal  hemorrhage — shock.'' 
Child  was  unconscious  after  accident. 

May  IS,  1931. 
Dr.  Jeremiah  E.  Burke, 

Superintendent  of  Schools. 

Dear  Doctor  Burke, — I  beg  to  report  an  accident 
at  the  Matthew  J.  Sweeney  Playground,  South 
Boston,  on  Friday  last,  May  15,  at  4.45  o'clock 
p.  m.  which  resulted,  unfortunately,  in  the  death 
of  one  child,  Teresa  Kennedy,  and  the  injury  of 
two  others. 

Herewith  is  attached  the  detailed  report  of  Miss 
Mary  V.  Meagher,  who  was  in  charge  of  the  play- 
ground at  the  time. 

With  reference  to  responsibility  for  this  accident, 
I  may  say  that  it  is  clear  to  me  that  no  fault  lay  in 
the  conduct  of  the  teachers  in  charge  of  the  play- 
ground. A  defective  frame  which  held  the  swings 
broke.     This  could  not  be  foreseen  by  anybody. 

Since  the  Matthew  J.  Sweeney  Playground  is  on 
one  of  the  city  parks,  and  since,  to  the  best  of  my 
knowledge,  the  teachers  were  not  at  fault,  it  is 
clear  to  me  that  the  responsibility  for  the  accident 
cannot  be  laid  to  the  School  Department. 

I  wish  to  say  that  the  Park  Department  installs 
this  apparatus  and  inspects  it.  I  have  always 
found  that  the  Park  Department  has  never  failed 
in  the  utmost  care  both  as  to  the  erection  and  in- 
spection of  the  swing  hangers,  frames,  swings  and 
other  apparatus. 

Yours  respectfully, 
N.  J.  1'ocng, 
Director  of  Physical  Education. 

May  IS,  1931. 
Dr.  Jeremiah  E.  Burke, 

Superintendent  of  Schools. 

Dear  Doctor  Burke, — I  understand  that  a  story 
on  the  accident  which  occurred  on  the  Matthew  J. 
Sweeney  Park  Corner  Playground  on  Friday 
afternoon,  May  15,  1931,  appeared  in  the  Boston 
Herald  of  Saturday,  May  16.  This  story  contained 
information  to  the  effect  that  the  playground  in- 
structors refused  to  give  their  names  to  police  or 
reporters  and  also  refused  to  give  any  information 
relative  to  the  accident. 

I  wish  to  say  that  the  playground  instructors 
assigned  to  the  M.  J.  Sweeney  Playground  had 
gone  to  the  Carney  Hospital  with  the  injured  chil- 
dren and  the  young  ladies  to  whom  the  police  and 
reporters  were  talking  were  instructors  from  the 
Buckley  Playground  nearby.  These  young  ladies 
use  the  dressing  room  on  the  M.  J.  Sweeney  Park 
since  there  are  no  locker  facilities  on  the  Buckley 
Playground.     They,  of  course,  knew  nothing  about 
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the  accident  and  were  at  a  loss  to  know  just  what 
story  the  police  and  reporters  were  seeking. 
Yours  respectfully, 
N.  J.  Young, 
Director  of  Physical  Education. 
Placed  on  file. 


REPORT   ON   FEES   OF   CONSTABLES. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  June  29,  1931. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  herewith  transmit  to  you  report 
from  Samuel  Silverman,  Corporation  Counsel,  re- 
garding your  request  for  information  pertaining  to 
fees  allowed  by  constables  of  the  City  of  Boston. 
This  is  in  reply  to  your  order  of  May  26,  1931. 
Respectfully, 
James  M.  Cuhley,  Mayor. 

City  of   Boston, 
Law  Department,  June  22,  1931. 
Hon.  James  M.  Curley, 

Mayor  of  Boston. 

Dear  Sir,— On  May  26,  1931,  the  City  Council 
passed  the  following  order: 

"Ordered,  That  the  Corporation  Counsel, 
through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  be,  and  he  hereby  is, 
respectfully  requested  to  advise  the  City  Council 
forthwith  in  detail  with  reference  to  the  fees 
properly  allowed  to  be  charged  under  the  law  by 
constables  authorized  by  the  City  of  Boston  to 
serve  civil  processes." 

In  compliance  with  said  order  I  herewith  submit 
the  information  desired  by  the  City  Council. 

Sections  8  to  22,  inclusive,  of  chapter  262  of  the 
General  Laws  specify  the  fees  which  may  be  law- 
fully charged  by  constables  authorized  by  the 
City  of  Boston  to  serve  civil  processes.  An  amend- 
ment to  section  21  of  this  chapter  was  enacted  by 
the  provisions  of  chapter  370  of  the  Acts  of  1930, 
but  this  amendment  refers  only  to  the  charges 
that  may  be  made  in  the  service  of  precepts  in 
criminal  cases. 

It  hardly  seems  necessary  to  copy  in  detail  the 
provisions  of  these  sections  in  view  of  the  fact  that 
they  are  available  to  the  City  Council  in  the 
General  Laws  of  1921,  and  which  they  have  in 
their  possession. 

Very  truly  yours, 

Samuel  Silverman, 
Corporation  Counsel. 

Placed  on  file. 


TRANSFERS    WITHIN    DEPARTMENTAL 
APPROPRIATIONS. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  June  29,  1931. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — The  attached  requests  for  transfers 
within  departmental  appropriations  have  been 
investigated  and  approved  by  the  Budget  Com- 
missioner. 

I  accordingly  recommend  their  adoption  by  your 
honorable  body. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

Ordered,  That  under  authority  of  chapter  261 
of  the  Acts  of  1893  the  City  Auditor  be,  and  hereby 
is,  authorized  to  make  the  following  transfer  in  the 
appropriations  for  Collecting  Department: 

From  the  appropriation  for  A-l,  Permanent  Em- 
ployees, Clerk,  1  at  $2,200  a  year,  $4.93,  to  the 
appropriation  for  A-l,  Permanent  Employees, 
Chauffeur,  1  at  $1,800  a  year,  $4.93. 

Ordered,  That  under  authority  of  chapter  261  of 
the  Acts  of  1893  the  City  Auditor  be,  and  hereby  is, 
authorized  to  make  the  following  transfer  in  the 
appropriations  for  Institutions  Department,  Long 
Island  Hospital: 

From  the  appropriation  for  B-39,  General  Plant, 
$2,525,  to  the  appropriation  for  A-2,  Temporary 
Employees,  $2,000;  C-4,  Motor  Vehicles,  $500; 
B-35,  Fees,  Service  of  Venires,  etc.,  $25. 

Ordered,  That  under  authority  of  chapter  261  of 
the  Acts  of  1893  the  City  Auditor  be,  and  hereby  is, 
authorized  to  make  the  following  transfer  in  the 
appropriations  for  Public  Buildings    Department: 


From  the  appropriation  for  A-l,  Permanent 
Employees,  Cleaners  and  Janitresses,  80  at  $18  a 
week,  $880.20,  to  the  appropriation  for  A-l, 
Permanent  Employees,  Plant  Superintendent,  1  at 
$1,700  a  year,  $880.20. 

Ordered,  That  under  authority  of  chapter  261  of 
the  Acts  of  1893  the  City  Auditor  be,  and  hereby  is, 
authorized  to  make  the  following  transfer  in  the 
appropriations  for  Treasury  Department: 

From  the  appropriation  for  A-l,  Permanent  Em- 
ployees, Bookkeeper,  1  at  $2,400  a  year,  $1,426.93, 
to  the  appropriation  for  A-l,  Permanent  Em- 
ployees, Bookkeeper,  1  at  $2,500  a  year,  $1,426.93, 

Ordered,  That  under  authority  of  chapter  261  of 
the  Acts  of  1893  the  City  Auditor  be,  and  hereby  is, 
authorized  to  make  the  following  transfers  in  the 
appropriations  for  Public  Works  Department, 
Water  Division: 

From  the  appropriation  for  A-l,  Permanent  Em- 
ployees, Laborers,  Stablemen,  etc.,  160  at  $5  a  day, 
$125,  to  the  appropriation  for  A-l,  Permanent  Em- 
ployees, Veterinary,  1  at  $3,000  a  year,  $125. 

From  the  appropriation  for  C-13,  Tools  and  In- 
struments, $1,150,  to  the  appropriation  for  B-l, 
Printing  and  Binding,  $200;  B-5,  Cartage  and 
Freight,  $50;  B-35,  Fees,  Service  of  Venires,  etc., 
$300;  C-14,  Live  Stock,  $350;  C-16,  Wearing 
Apparel,  $250. 

Ordered,  That  under  authority  of  chapter  261  of 
the  Acts  of  1893  the  City  Auditor  be,  and  hereby  is, 
authorized  to  transfer: 

From  the  appropriation  for  Jail,  A-l,  Permanent 
Employees,  Jailer,  1  (0)  at  $1,000  a  year,  $500; 
Miscellaneous  Expenses  (Sheriff),  A-l,  Permanent 
Employees,  Sheriff,  1  (0)  at  $3,000  a  year,  $1,500, 
to  the  appropriation  for  Miscellaneous  Expenses 
(Sheriff),  A-l,  Permanent  Employees,  Sheriff  and 
Jailer,  1  at  $4,000  a  year,  $2,000. 

Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 


STRANDWAY   ALONG   EAST   BOSTON 
WATERFRONT. 

The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  June  29,  1931. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  a  copy  of 
chapter  422  of  the  Acts  of  1931,  authorizing  the 
construction  of  a  strandway  along  the  East 
Boston  waterfront  and  an  order  for  its  acceptance. 
If  any  argument  were  needed  to  impress  on  our 
citizens  the  importance  of  beautifying  and  develop- 
ing that  portion  of  our  waterfront  which  has  not 
already  been  dedicated  to  commercial  purposes 
one  has  only  to  point  to  the  South  Boston  Strand- 
way,  which  has  become  noted  throughout  the 
world  and  which  has  been  of  immeasurable  benefit 
to  the  city  and  its  citizens,  not  alone  from  a  cul- 
tural and  health  standpoint  but  also  from  its  finan- 
cial returns  in  increased  valuations. 

I  recommend  the  early  acceptance  of  the  act. 
Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curlky,  Mayor. 

(Annexed  was  a  copy  of  the  Act  referred  to.) 

Ordered,  That  chapter  422  of  the  Acts  of  1931 
entitled  "An  Act  Providing  for  the  Construction 
by  the  City  of  Boston  of  a  Strandway  along  the 
Waterfront  in  the  East  Boston  District  of  said 
t 'it  v"  lie.  and  hereby  i>.  accept  ei  I. 

Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 


IMPROVEMENT  OF  DUNBAR  AVENUE 

PLAYGROUND. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  "f  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  June  27,  1031. 
Tn  Hie  '  'itv  Council. 

Gentlemen.  I  return  herewith,  without  preju- 
dice and  without  approval,  the  order  adopted  by 
your  honorable  body  under  date  of  June  i">.  1031 . 
in  the  »um  ol  160,000,  for  the  improvemeni  oi 
Dunbar   Avenue   Playground   in   the  vicinity   ol 

I). Miliar  avenue,   Dorchester. 

The  borrowing  power  oi  the  city  at  the  present 
time  is  1360,000  and  while  I  am  averse  to  authoris- 
ing any  further  drain,  I  nevertheless  recognize  the 
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moral  obligation  which  obtains  in  the  present  case, 
due  to  the  agreement  made  with  the  school  authori- 
ties, namely,  that  in  the  event  that  they  vote  to 
transfer  the  Dunbar  avenue  land  to  the  Park  De- 
partment that  I  would  provide  the  sums  necessary 
for  improvement,  so  that  the  playground  might  be 
utilized  by  the  entire  citizenship  of  Dorchester,  as 
well  as  the  necessity  for  proceeding  with  the  work. 
In  the  opinion  of  the  Park  authorities  $100,000  will 
ultimately  be  required  to  properly  complete  the 
playground  in  the  Dunbar  avenue  section  of 
Dorchester. 

Under  the  circumstances,  in  the  event  that  your 
body  sees  fit  to  submit  an  order  in  the  sum  of 
$30,000,  which  can  be  expended  for  the  erection  of 
bleachers  and  for  the  grading  of  the  grounds,  I 
shall  approve  the  same,  and  in  19,32  make  provision 
for  the  expenditure  of  the  $75,000  additional  that. 
in  the  opinion  of  the  Park  Commission,  will  be 
required. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

Placed  on  file. 


PETITIONS     REFERRED. 
The     following     petitions     were    received    and 
referred  to  the  committees  named,  viz.: 

Claims. 
Maurice   A.    Alexander,    for   compensation    for 
damage  to  car  caused  by  an  alleged  defect  at  120 
Stanwood  street,  Roxbury. 

Henry  J.  Blood,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  accident  at  Deer  Island. 

Boston  Molasses  Company,  for  compensation  for 
damage  to  car  by  city  truck. 

Frank  Bovino,  for  compensation  for  damage  to 
car  caused  by  car  of  Police  Department. 

Cecilia  J.  Carney,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  clothing  caused  by  city  spraying  machine. 
David  Carone,  for  refund  on  second-hand  license. 
Antonio  Constantine,  for  refund  on  victualler's 
license. 

Anna  Davis,  for  compensation  for  injuries  caused 
by  an  alleged  defect  in  Blue  Hill  avenue  and  Green- 
ock street. 

Romeo  Fauvel,  for  compensation  for  damage  to 
car  caused  by  ball  thrown  from  Dorchester  Park. 

Frank  Fichera,  for  compensation  for  damage  to 
property  at  126  State  street,  caused  by  bursting  of 
water  main. 

Margaret    B.     Fowler,     for    compensation     for 

injuries  caused  by  negligent,  operation  of  ferryboat. 

Maurice  Gordon,  for  compensation  for  damage  to 

property  at  138  South  street,  Jamaica  Plain,  caused 

by  fire  apparatus. 

Anna  Hennessy,  for  compensation  for  damage  to 
property  caused  by  bursting  of  water  main. 

William  Hickey,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  an  alleged  defect  in  Elm  street,  Charles- 
town. 

Hilda  M.  Hulme,  for  compensation  for  damage  to 
property  at  48  Murray  Hill  road,  caused  by  over- 
flow of  sewage. 

Helen  E.  Jowders,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  clothing  caused  by  an  alleged  defect  at  1086 
Canterbury  street. 

Lincoln  Hotel  Company  et  al.,  for  compensation 
for  damage  to  property  at  1699  Washington  street, 
caused  by  backing  up  of  sewage. 

John    Madden,    for    compensation    for    injuries 
caused  by  an  alleged  defect  at  Charlestown  Heights, 
W.  H.  Manson,  for  compensation  for  damage  to 
car  caused  by  an  alleged  defect  in  Centre  street. 

William  H.  McClare,  for  compensation  for 
damage  to  property  at  542  Weld  street,  West 
Roxbury,  caused  by  change  of  grade  of  street. 

Anna  L.  McKenzie,  for  compensation  for 
injuries  caused  by  an  alleged  defect  at  1  State 
street. 

Frances  Moran,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  an  alleged  defect  at  Hamilton  street 
and  Homes  avenue. 

Mrs.  Kay  N.  Norton,  for  compensation  for 
damage  to  property  at  35  Bexley  road,  Roslindale, 
caused  by  backing  up  of  sewage. 

Meyer  Pearl,  for  compensation  for  damage  to 
property  at  166  Lincoln  street,  caused  by  de- 
fective sewer  pipe. 

Anna  F.  Pope,  for  compensation  for  loss  of  money 
taken  from  locker  at  City  Hospital. 

Lodovico  Ricchio,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  property  at  45  Maverick  street,  caused  by 
bursting  of  water  main. 

John  J.  Ryan,  for  compensation  for  damage  to 
car  by  city  cart. 


Mrs.  Rose  Signorello,  for  compensation  for 
injuries  caused  by  an  alleged  defect  at  60  North 
Margin  street. 

Simco  Sales  Service,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  truck  by  city  cart. 

Anna  Smith,  for  compensation  for  damage  to 
clothing  caused  by  water  from  hydrant  at  Wash- 
ington and  Florence  streets. 

John  J.  Smith,  for  refund  on  unused  refuse 
tickets. 

Louis  Stone,  for  refund  on  unused  tire  license. 

Betty  Symonds,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  an  alleged  defect  at  7  School  street. 

Charles  Terravechia,  for  compensation  for 
injuries  caused  by  an  alleged  defect  at  6  Hanover 
street. 

Nellie  VanBaars,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  property  at  193  Sycamore  street,  caused  by 
overflow  of  sewer. 

Louis  A.  VanEmden,  for  compensation  for 
damage  to  car  caused  by  truck  driven  by  police 
officer. 

Frederick  T.  Vaughan,  for  compensation  for 
damage  to  car  caused  by  an  alleged  defect  in 
Athelwold  street,  Dorchester. 

A.  K.  Wihanto,  for  refund  on  refuse  tickets. 

David  Belinsky,  for  compensation  for  damage  to 
ruck  caused  by  city  truck. 

Executive. 

Petition  of  Kathryn  I.  Brymer,  for  children  to 
appear  at  Unitarian  Parish  Hall  on  June  26,  1931. 

Petition  of  Samuel  Sirota,  for  children  to  appear 
at  Whiton  Hall  on  June  19.  1931. 

Petition  of  Jules  Wolffers,  for  children  to  appear 
at  Hotal  Bradford  on  June  24,  1931. 

Petition  of  Romaine  P.  Sherwood,  for  children 
to  appear  at  J.  J.  Williams'  Municipal  Building  on 
June  25,   1931. 


NOTICE  OF  INTEREST  IN  CONTRACTS. 

Notice  was  received  from  Joseph  A.  Tomasello, 
member  of  the  Board  of  Appeal,  stating  that  the 
firm  of  A.  G.  Tomasello,  of  which  he  is  an  officer 
and  stockholder,  has  entered  into  a  contract  with 
the  City  of  Boston  for  drainage  and  filling  at 
Smiths  Pond  Playground,  Hyde  Park. 

Placed  on  file. 

Notice  was  received  from  Joseph  A.  Tomasello. 
member  of  the  Board  of  Appeal,  stating  that  the 
firm  of  A.  G.  Tomasello,  of  which  he  is  an  officer 
and  stockholder,  has  entered  into  a  contract  with 
the  City  of  Boston  to  pave  Holworthy  6treet  with 
sheet  asphalt. 

Placed  on  file. 


APPOINTMENT      OF      FIRST      ASSISTANT 
ASSESSOR. 

Notice  was  received  from  the  Board  of  Assessors 
of  the  appointment  of  Francis  J.  McFarland, 
44  Melville  avenue,  Dorchester,  to  the  office  of 
first  assistant  assessor. 

Placed  on  file. 


EXTENSION  OF  TIME  TO  UNION  FREIGHT 
RAILROAD. 

An  attested  copy  of  an  order  of  the  Board  of 
Street  Commissioners  was  received,  extending  to 
December  8,  1931,  the  time  for  the  completion  of 
the  work  of  laying  tracks  over  and  across  Atlantic 
avenue,  substantially  as  shown  on  plan  entitled 
"Union  Freight  Railroad  Contract,  changes  in 
yard,  Richmond  Street,  Boston,  Mass.,  April  21, 
1930,"  being  the  twenty-fourth  location  granted 
to  the  Union  Freight  Railroad,  under  order  of  the 
Board  of  Street  Commissioners  on  July  22,  1930, 
and  approved  by  the  Mayor  on  August  12,  1930. 

Placed  on  file. 


APPOINTMENT   OF  CHATTEL   LOAN 
COMPANY   DIRECTOR. 

Notice  was  received  from  the  Mayor  of  the  ap- 
pointment of  Arthur  J.  Lewis,  63  Orchard  avenue, 
Jamaica  Plain,  as  a  director  of  the  Chattel  Loan 
Company  for  the  term  ending  April  30,  1932. 

Placed  on  file. 
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PROVISIONAL     APPOINTMENT     OF     COL- 
LECTOR  OF   SAMPLES. 

Notice  was  received  from  the  Health  Depart- 
ment, Bureau  of  Milk  Inspection,  of  the  provi- 
sional appointment  of  James  F.  Hutchinson,  as 
collector  of  samples  in  the  Bureau  of  Milk  Inspec- 
tion, effective  June  29,  1930. 

Placed  on  file. 


CONSTABLES'   BONDS. 

The  Constables'  bonds  of  Samuel  Weiner, 
Dennis  L.  Griffin,  Charles  W.  Duran,  Joseph  P'. 
Cutter,  and  George  J.  Coyle,  having  been  duly 
approved  by  the  City  Treasurer,  were  received 
and  approved. 


FINANCE   COMMISSION   REPORT   ON 

SCHOOL  ADMINISTRATION. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Finance  Commission,  June  27,  1931. 
Hon.  James  M.  Curley, 

Mayor  of  Boston. 
Sir, — The  Finance  Commission  hereby  reports 
upon  the  investigation  made  on  the  administrative 
methods  of  the  School  Committee.  You  will 
remember  that  this  request  on  our  part  for  an 
investigation  followed  immediately  after  the  report 
of  a  survey  committee  appointed  by  the  School 
Committee.  That  survey  committee  convinced 
the  public  that  there  had  been  great  waste,  delay, 
and  extravagance  in  the  building  of  schools  in 
Boston.  It  placed  the  entire  blame  upon  the  old 
Schoolhouse  Commission  and  as  a  result,  the  latter 
commission  was  abolished  by  vote  of  the  people 
and  a  new  organization  set  up.  This  new  organiza- 
tion differed  from  the  old  only  in  the  method  of 
appointing  those  in  charge. 

That  survey  did  not,  however,  satisfactorily 
explain  the  tremendous  increase  in  school  expendi- 
tures from  $7,000,000  in  1918  to  $20,000,000  in 
1928;  nor  did  it  make  any  effort  to  go  beyond  the 
Schoolhouse  Commission  in  fixing  the  blame  for 
waste  and  extravagance  in  school  building. 

The  Finance  Commission,  having  already  studied 
the  situation  over  a  period  of  years  from  many 
angles,  had  its  own  ideas  of  the  responsibility  and 
knew  that  this  limited  reorganization  of  the  School- 
house  Commission  would  not  necessarily  protect 
the  taxpayers  from  all  waste  and  extravagance. 
When,  therefore,  the  School  Committee  sought 
authority  from  the  Legislature  to  spend  $15,000,000 
in  three  years  for  more  new  schools,  without  having 
acted  on  important  recommendations  of  its  own 
survey  committee  bearing  on  building,  and  with- 
out having  provided  itself  with  any  of  the  means 
commonly  used  in  large  cities  to  determine  housing 
necessities,  the  Finance  Commission  decided  to 
interpose  objection  to  further  extensive  authori- 
zations and  to  seek  correction  of  wasteful  and 
extravagant  practices  in  the  School  Committee. 

The  commission  thereupon  notified  your  Honor 
that  an  investigation  should  be  made  into  adminis- 
trative methods  of  the  School  Committee,  and 
your  Honor  and  the  City  Council  provided  an 
addition  of  $10,000  to  the  Finance  Commission's 
annual  appropriation  to  defray  in  part  the  expense 
of  such  an  investigation. 

Meanwhile  the  School  Committee  adopted 
orders,  in  which  it  welcomed  such  an  investigation 
as  the  Finance  Commission  proposed.  The  com- 
mission organized  a  special  committee  consisting 
of  a  well-known  educator,  William  D.  Parkinson, 
recently  retired  from  the  position  of  principal  of 
the  Fitchburg  Normal  School;  Renton  Whidden, 
prominent  in  the  real  estate  business,  former 
legislator  from  Brookline,  and  for  many  years  a 
builder  of  large  buildings;  and  Matthew  Sullivan, 
an  architect  who  had  extraordinary  experience  in 
schoolhouse  planning,  and  placed  the  Finance 
Commission's  entire  facilities  at  the  command  of 
this  committee  for  such  investigation  as  it  deemed 
proper  to  make  relative  to  the  methods  of  adminis- 
tration in  the  School  Committee  and  the  Depart- 
ment of  School  Buildings. 

This  committee  spent  ten  months  in  a  careful 
analysis  of  the  system,  held  frequent  conferences 
with  members  of  the  School  Committee;  with 
practically  all  the  executive  and  educational 
officials  of  the  department,  and  inspected  much  of 
the  plant  and  equipment  of  the  schools.  It  was 
the  intention  of  the  Finance  Commission  to  discuss 


the  points  made  by  its  committee  with  the  school 
authorities  before  public  issuance  of  the  report  of 
the  committee,  and  private  discussion  had,  in 
fact,  begun  when,  because  of  incidents  over  which 
the  Finance  Commission  had  no  control  and 
which  tended  to  place  the  investigating  committee 
in  a  false  light,  the  Finance  Commission  decided 
to  print  the  report  and  issue  it  immediately. 

The  report,  therefore,  obtained  wide  publicity 
through  the  circulation  of  it  in  printed  form, 
through  newspaper  articles  about  it,  and  through 
public  hearings  held  by  the  commission  at  which 
the  school  authorities  were  invited  and  allowed  to 
criticize  its  contents. 

Our  committee  had  the  benefit  of  the  findings  of 
the  School  Committee's  own  survey  committee, 
hereinafter  called  the  1928  Survey,  and  made  special 
efforts  to  supplement  that  report  and  determine 
to  what  extent  its  recommendations  were  followed 
by  the  School  Committee. 

The  report  of  our  committee  was  rendered  under 
date  of  January  15,  1931. 

The  inquiry  by  this  committee  was  not  a  survey 
of  the  schools  in  the  accepted  sense  of  that  term. 
It  was,  rather,  an  inquiry  into  the  organization 
and  administration  of  the  school  system  with  a 
view  to  determining  whether  and  where  and  how 
expense  might  be  reduced  without  loss  of  efficiency, 
or  efficiency  increased  without  additional  expense 
— as  stated  by  the  committee  itself. 

The  first  question  considered  by  our  investigat- 
ing committee  was  the  constitution  of  the  school 
system.  Its  criticism  of  divided  control  seems  to 
be  well  taken  and  is  in  agreement  with  the  con- 
clusions of  the  1928  Survey,  the  Survey  Committee 
of  1916,  and  the  experience  of  the  large  cities  of  the 
country.  These  committees  agree  that  waste  and 
delay  in  the  construction  and  repair  of  school 
buildings  were  brought  about  by  the  anomalous 
system  which  places  the  responsibility  of  appro- 
priating the  necessary  funds  upon  the  School 
Committee  elected  by  the  people  and  the  duty  of 
expending  the  money  appropriated  upon  a  sepa- 
rate, independent  organization.  The  remedy  sug- 
gested and  obtained  by  the  1928  Survey  was  to 
abolish  the  Schoolhouse  Commission  and  sub- 
stitute in  its  place  a  similar,  independent  board  or 
department  known  as  the  Department  of  School 
Buildings,  thus  continuing  the  anomalous  system 
of  divided  responsibility.  We  believe  the  remedy 
suggested  by  our  committee  of  abolishing  the 
independent  board  and  placing  all  school  activities 
under  the  School  Committee  is  the  proper  one. 

We  agree  with  our  committee  that  the  principal 
weakness  of  our  school  system  is  diffusion  of 
responsibility  for  educational  administration. 
Both  the  School  Survey  of  1916  and  the  1928 
Survey  agreed  that  the  superintendent  should  be 
made  responsible  to  the  School  Committee  and 
the  other  educational  officials  responsible  to  him. 
Our  committee's  report  brings  out  clearly  this  lack 
of  responsibility. 

We  have  a  superintendent  who  receives  a  salary 
of  $12,000  and  six  assistant  superintendents  who 
receive  $7,000  each.  These  six  assistant  super- 
intendents, as  such,  are  directly  under  the  control 
of  the  superintendent  and  responsible  to  him. 

Through  legislative  act  these  six  assistants  and 
the  superintendent  make  up  a  Board  of  Superin- 
tendents and  this  Board,  as  such,  by  action  of  the 
School  Committee,  has  become  superior  to  the 
superintendent  and  has  authority  to  initiate  or 
recommend  to  the  School  Committee  any  policy 
independently  of  the  superintendent. 

This  Board  of  Superintendents  with  the  addition 
of  the  Business  Manager  becomes  the  Board  of 
apportionment.  As  such,  it  passes  upon  the  bud- 
get and  upon  additional  accommodations,  both 
permanent  and  temporary,  including  lands, 
buildings  and  furnishings. 

From  the  testimony  taken  by  our  committee, 
it  is  apparent  that  it  is  physically  impossible.for 
the  six  assistant  superintendents  to  perform  their 
duties  as  supervisors  because  of  the  many  additional 
duties  placed  upon  them  by  the  School  Committee 
as  members  of  the  Board  of  Superintendents  and 
the  Board  of  Apportionment.  They  are  some- 
times placed  in  trie  disagreeable  position  of  having 
to  take  issue  as  members  of  these  boards  with  the 
superintendent  who  is  their  superior  when 
they  are  acting  in  their  capacity  of  assistant 
superintendents . 

There  is  no  other  city  in  the  country  where 
such  a  system  prevails.  This  form  of  organiza- 
tion makes  it  impossible  to  fix  responsibility  and 
we  agree  that  the  Board  of  Superintendents,  as 
established  by  statute,  should  be  abolished  and 
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the  individual  assistant  superintendents  be  con- 
fined to  the  duties  assigned  to  them  by  the 
superintendent . 

In  the  consideration  of  school  finances  our 
committee  treated  the  matter  in  two  parts,  first, 
the  legislation  under  which  money  was  com- 
mitted to  the  School  Committee  for  appropriation 
purposes,  and  second,  appropriation  practices. 

With  reference  to  the  first  part,  we  agree  with 
our  committee  that  instead  of  nine  different  tax 
limits,  and,  in  addition  the  right  to  appropriate 
all  book  balances  and  collected  income,  the  School 
Committee  should  have  one  definite  legal  right  to 
appropriate  a  certain  sum. 

We  agree  with  our  committee  when  it  says  that 
the  present  laws  "encourage  a  policy  of  expan- 
sion first  and  requesting  of  authority  afterwards," 
and  that  the  "natural  result  of  these  practices  is 
that  the  school  portion  of  the  city's  expenditure 
has  increased  from  22  per  cent  in  1910  to  31  per 
cent  in  1930,"  thus  increasing  far  more  rapidly 
than  other  city  departments,  and  far  more  rapidly 
than  the  valuation  of  the  city  or  its  ability  to 
carry  an  increased  tax  burden. 

With  reference  to  the  second  part  having  to  do 
with  the  making  of  the  appropriations,  we  agree 
with  our  committee  that  there  should  be  an  imme- 
diate revision  of  the  appropriating  practices.  We 
believe  that  this  is  the  only  large  city  in  the  coun- 
try where  the  school  funds  are  appropriated 
without  a  segregated  budget.  We  also  agree 
with  our  committee  and  the  1928  Survey  that  all 
budget  information  should  start  with  the  prin- 
cipals or  masters,  as  the  officials  knowing  best  the 
needs  of  the  particular  school  districts. 

The  School  Committee  has  declined  to  adopt 
this  recommendation,  because  of  the  opposition  of 
the  Business  Manager  who  declared  to  the  Finance 
Commission  his  opinion  that  the  masters  of  the 
schools  could  not  intelligently  prepare  their 
budgets. 

The  objection  of  the  Business  Manager  to  the 
making  up  of  budget  estimates  by  the  principals 
can  be  met  by  having  him  prepare  for  each  prin- 
cipal from  the  pay  roll  books  on  a  budget  form 
the  budget  for  teachers'  salaries  as  of  January  1 
each  year,  with  proper  spaces  for  the  principal  to 
indicate  estimated  increases  or  decreases  in  num- 
ber, rank  and  cost  of  the  teaching  force.  There 
should  also  be  suitable  space  for  the  principal  to 
set  forth  his  estimates  on  cost  of  apparatus,  sup- 
plies, or  other  items  entering  into  the  cost  of  his 
school  or  district. 

We  also  believe  with  our  committee  that  if  a 
segregated  budget  is  adopted,  expansion  from 
small  beginnings — which  ultimately  cost  tre- 
mendous sums — will  be  checked,  because  the 
School  Committee  will  be  in  a  position  to  know 
and  under  obligations  to  foresee  the  ultimate  cost. 
In  these  modern  days  there  can  be  no  argument 
against  a  segregated  budget. 

On  the  matter  of  the  schoolhousc  custodians, 
the  1928  Survey  and  our  own  committee  are 
agreed  that  the  master  or  principal  in  each  building 
should  have  immediate  control  of  the  custodians. 
The  former  committee,  then,  recommended  that 
the  force  as  a  whole  should  be  under  the  super- 
intendent's control  instead  of  under  a  schoolhouse 
custodian  responsible  only  to  the  School  Com- 
mittee. Our  committee  recommended  that  the 
force  should  be  under  the  control  of  the  Business 
Manager  and  that  the  chief  custodian  be  made 
simply  an  inspector  to  see  that  proper  care  is 
given  to  the  buildings  and  that  the  carefully-drawn 
regulations  for  custodians  are  complied  with. 

We  believe  that  the  care  of  modern  school 
buildings  and  their  costly  and  complicated  appa- 
ratus should  be  under  an  official  whose  technical 
training  and  experience  would  qualify  him  to  pass 
upon  the  qualifications  of  custodians  for  appoint- 
ment or  promotion,  to  instruct  and  train  them  in 
their  work  and  to  supervise  their  care  of  the  school 
plant. 

Neither  the  superintendent  nor  the  Business 
Manager  is  equipped  by  education  or  experience 
to  undertake  these  responsibilities.  To  place  the 
chief  custodian  under  either  would,  instead  of 
simplifying,  still  further  complicate  the  organiza- 
tion. Until  the  design  and  construction  of  school 
buildings  and  their  heating  and  ventilating  plants 
are  placed  directly  under  the  control  of  the  School 
Committee,  we  believe  that  the  present  control  of 
the  staff  of  custodians  should  continue. 

We  believe  the  time  has  come  to  restudy  the 
method  of  payment  to  janitors  for  services  ren- 
dered. The  present  method  had  great  merit  in 
the  first  years  of  its  adoption;  but  since  that  time. 


because  of  the  expansion  of  school  activities, 
notably  in  the  extended  use  of  school  buildings, 
there  have  been  many  outgrowths  not  contem- 
plated originally,  which  have  greatly  increased  the 
total  cost  and  have  created  great  discrepancies  in 
payment  for  similar  amounts  of  work. 

Both  committees  are  also  agreed  that  the  entire 
teaching  force  in  each  building  should  be  under 
the  control  of  the  maxter  or  principal  of  that  build- 
ing. Particular  stress  was  placed  on  this  by  the 
1928  Survey  on  page  29  of  its  report,  with  reference 
to  cooperative  courses.  We  believe  that  this  is 
sound  opinion. 

The  foregoing  recommendations  have  dealt  with 
steps  that  should  be  taken  to  define  respon- 
sibility in  the  School  Committee.  With  the 
responsibility  definitely  defined,  it  is  equally 
important  that  the  administrative  organization  be 
simplified  and  redirected  to  avoid  disproportion 
and  inequalities  among  the  activities  of  the  schools. 

By  the  use  of  statistics  contained  in  a  chart  on 
page  121  of  the  1928  Survey  report,  our  com- 
mittee pointed  out  that  the  cost  of  administration 
is  growing  out  of  all  proportion  to  the  cost  of  edu- 
cation. In  1916  teachers'  salaries  took  66.8  per 
cent  of  the  school  dollar.  In  1928  that  had  fallen 
to  55.6  per  cent  of  the  school  dollar.  At  the 
present  time  30  per  cent  of  the  salary  list  goes  to 
persons  who  are  doing  something  other  than  or  in 
addition  to  teaching. 

Our  committee  is  strongly  of  the  belief  that  the 
assignment  of  assistant  superintendents  to  geo- 
graphical sections  of  the  city  and  giving  them 
supervision  of  everv  kind  of  school  as  well  as  special 
departments  of  schools  in  the  whole  city  cannot 
be  productive  of  the  best  results.  Our  committee 
pointed  out  that  one  assistant  superintendent 
might  be  a  real  expert  in  one  of  the  activities  of 
all  the  schools,  but  he  cannot  possibly  be  expert 
in  all  the  activities.  Therefore,  our  committee 
reasoned  that  the  proper  assignment  would  be  to 
supervision  of  particular  departments  or  activities 
over  the  whole  city.  In  this  opinion  the  Finance 
Commission  heartily  concurs. 

Our  committee  has  pointed  out  the  constant 
increase  in  the  number  of  departments  and  the 
variety  of  ranks  and  titles  and  designations  given 
to  those  in  charge  of  the  departments.  It  has 
also  pointed  out  that  these  departments  have 
been  created  from  time  to  time  and  never  as  the 
result  of  any  general  design.  The  Finance  Com- 
mission believes,  as  our  committee  recommended, 
that  there  should  be  an  immediate  reorganization 
which  should  include  a  reduction  in  the  number  of 
departments,  and  should  point  the  work  of  the 
department  towards  consistent  supervision,  in- 
tended to  improve  the  quality  of  teaching  rather 
than  the  direction  which  now  seems  to  be  the  aim. 

We  agree  unqualifiedly  with  the  statement  made 
by  our  committee  that  better  provision  should  be 
made  for  securing  the  best  obtainable  teachers 
from  all  sources,  and,  with  the  1928  Survey,  which 
believed  that  "the  children  of  Boston  are  entitled 
to  the  best  teachers  wherever  found."  Notwith- 
standing t  lie  very  positive  recommendation  by  its 
own  survey  that  there  should  be  no  preferential  or 
so-called  "inside"  and  "outside"  teachers'  lists, 
the  School  Committee  recently  voted  to  exclude 
nonresidents  from  appointment  to  the  teaching 
force  of  Boston.  We  agree  with  our  committee 
that  that  vote  should  be  rescinded  at  once. 

Another  custom  criticized  by  our  committee 
with  which  criticism  we  are  in  agreement  permits 
teachers  to  hold  more  than  one  position  and 
receive  more  than  one  salary.  The  salary  of  the 
day  teaching  position  was  fixed  with  the  idea  of 
making  just  compensation  for  an  efficient  day's 
work. 

We  believe  that  administrative  expenses  can  be 
still  further  reduced  by  such  curtailment  of  ex- 
pansive tendencies  and  such  reorganization  of 
staffs  and  courses  as  are  recommended  under  No.  3 
on  pages  105  and  106  of  our  committee's  report. 

The  Finance  Commission  recognizes  the  value 
to  the  pupils  of  military  drill,  but  the  commission 
does  not  believe  it  belongs  properly  among  the 
activities  of  the  ninth  grade  pupils.  The  com- 
mission, therefore,  agrees  with  the  opinion  ex- 
pressed by  its  investigating  committee  that  military 
drill  should  be  confined  to  the  three  classes  now 
known  as  high  school  classes. 

We  agree  with  our  committee  that  the  school 
authorities  of  Boston  have  been  very  negligent  in 
carrying  out  the  building  program  necessary  to 
complete  the  6—3-3  plan  of  school  organization. 
The  so-called  intermediate,  or  junior  high,  schools 
are  intended   to  relieve  both   the  high  and  ele- 
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mentary  schools,  taking  the  ninth  grade  from  the 
former,  and  the  seventh  and  eighth  from  the  latter. 

According  to  statistics  given  to  us  by  the  School 
Committee,  there  are  27,998  intermediate  school 
pupils,  that  is,  pupils  of  the  seventh,  eighth  and 
ninth  grades,  in  Boston  schools.  Of  that  number 
only  9,877  are  housed  in  intermediate  school 
buildings,  while  13,738  are  still  in  elementary 
school  buildings  and  4,383  still  in  high  school 
buildings. 

No  attempt  has  been  made  by  the  school  au- 
thorities to  make  a  complete  survey  of  the  city 
in  order  to  determine  just  how  many  and  where 
intermediate  schools  should  be  built.  It  must  be 
apparent  to  everyone  that  until  this  is  done  and 
the  intermediate  schools  built,  it  will  be  impossible 
to  determine  definitely  how  many  new  elementary 
schools  will  be  necessary  to  replace  the  old  buildings 
we  now  have,  and  how  many  more  high  schools  we 
shall  need. 

We  agree  with  our  committee  that  sufficient 
money  should  be  authorized  for  a  three  or  five 
year  building  program,  but  we  objected  to  any 
such  authorization  at  the  hearings  before  the 
Legislative  Committee  on  Municipal  Finance, 
because  a  proper  survey  of  the  city's  needs  had 
not  been  made,  and  the  Legislature  agreed  with  us 
and  refused  to  authorize  more  than  enough  money 
for  a  one-year  program. 

Hundreds  of  thousands  of  dollars  have  been 
wasted  because  of  the  failure  of  the  School  Com- 
mittees of  recent  years  to  survey  properly  the 
needs  of  the  city.  School  sites  have  been  pur- 
chased, architects  hired,  plans  drawn,  and  then  the 
projects  abandoned.  This  waste  cannot  be 
blamed  upon  the  old  Schoolhouse  Commission, 
but  must  be  laid  directly  at  the  door  of  the  School 
Committee  itself.  We  can  expect  no  improve- 
ment until  a  scientific  survey  of  the  school  needs 
of  the  city  is  made. 

The  determination  on  the  part  of  the  present 
School  Committee  to  place  the  building  of  the 
Central  Girls'  High  School,  which  is  merely  a 
replacement,  ahead  of  all  other  higli  or  inter- 
mediate school  needs,  justifies  the  refusal  of  the 
Legislature  to  place  unlimited  funds  at  its  disposal. 
The  School  Committee  has  admitted  that  while 
the  majority  are  opposed  to  the  expenditure  of 
about  $1,500,000  for  this  school,  the  whole  com- 
mittee is  bound  by  a  political  agreement  to  build 
this  school  first,  notwithstanding  the  fact  that  it 
will  delay  the  building  of  necessary  high  schools  in 
Dorchester  and  West  Roxbury,  and  also  delay  a 
much-needed  addition  to  the  Boston  Latin  School, 
which  is  now  housing  776  pupils  outside  the  main 
building,  239  of  whom  are  in  portables  and  205  in 
an  old  school  in  the  West  End,  abandoned  for 
elementary  purposes. 

Hundreds  of  thousands  of  dollars  have  also  been 
added  to  the  tax  burden,  because  of  the  abnormal 
expansion  of  vocational  education.  This  expan- 
sion has  made  it  necessary  to  spend  tremendous 
sums  for  additional  accommodations  in  expensive 
high  schools  and  for  expensive  equipment,  one  high 
school  alone  being  provided  witli  machinery 
costing  about  $110,000. 

The  1928  Survey,  without  much  publicity, 
presented  a  severe  indictment  of  waste  and  extrava- 
gance in  connection  with  vocational  training  and 
we  believe  that  the  additional  cost  to  the  taxpayer 
from  this  abnormal  expansion  was  greater  than 
from  the  acts  of  the  old  Schoolhouse  Commission. 

We  can  expect  no  improvement  from  the  present 
School  Committee  until  it  definitely  passes  upon  a 
program  in  connection  with  vocational  training, 
Buch  as  was  suggested  by  its  own  Survey 
Committee. 

Not  only  should  there  be  a  scientific  survey  of 
the  city  before  any  further  money  is  spent  for 
new  buildings,  but  there  should  be  an  investiga- 
tion immediately  of  what  is  known  throughout  the 
country  as  the  platoon  system.  In  a  recent  report 
in  Cleveland  there  appears  the  following  definition 
of  a  platoon  school: 

"A  platoon  school  is  an  elementary  school  with 
an  enriched  curriculum  and  is  so  organized  that 
the  pupils  are  divided  into  two  equal  sections, 
called  platoons,  which  alternate  between  home 
rooms  and  special  facilities  so  as  to  use  both  to  a 
maximum  all  the  time." 

Under  the  platoon  idea  the  pupils  are  all  in 
school  at  the  same  time,  but  so  divided  that  both 
home  rooms  and  special  rooms  are  in  full  use  at 
the  same  time. 

That  Cleveland  report  further  says: 
•   "Ever   since    the    beginning    of    American    par- 
ticipation in   the  World   War,  Cleveland  like  all 


other  cities  has  suffered  from  a  lack  of  housing 
facilities  for  its  schools.  From  the  first,  two 
methods  for  the  permanent  relief  of  congestion  in 
the  schools  have  been  considered.  The  first  and 
most  obvious  one  was,  of  course,  to  provide  addi- 
tional buildings.  The  other  was  to  devise  a  more 
efficient  way  of  organizing  schools  so  that  they 
would  not  require  so  much  space  for  their  success- 
ful operation  as  did  the  old  traditional  school. 
The  enormous  cost  of  the  first  means  of  solution 
gave  impetus  to  the  consideration  of  the  second." 

Having  these  quotations  in  mind,  and  the  fact 
that  Boston  has  a  larger  number  of  portables,  old 
wooden  buildings,  and  old,  obsolete  brick  buildings, 
than  any  other  city  in  the  country,  which  must,  of 
course,  be  replaced  within  the  next  few  years, 
there  can  be  no  excuse  for  not  making  an  imme- 
diate study  of  the  platoon  system.  This  system 
has  materially  reduced  the  cost  of  school  buildings 
and  school  administration  in  other  cities  of  the 
country.  It  would  seem  to  us  that  the  School 
Committee  and  the  Department  of  School  Build- 
ings should  make  a  thorough  investigation  of  the 
results  of  the  adoption  of  the  platoon  system  in 
some  of  the  larger  cities,  like  Detroit,  Cleveland 
and  Pittsburgh,  before  any  more  building  commit- 
ments are  made. 

Our  committee  in  its  sixth  recommendation 
suggested  closer  cooperation  between  the  School 
Committee  and  the  Department  of  School  Build- 
ings with  reference  to  the  construction  and  repair 
of  school  buildings.  In  this  connection  sixteen 
sub-recommendations  were  made  which  were  sub- 
sequently referred  to  the  Superintendent  of  Con- 
struction and  we  are  pleased  that  he  has  reported 
all  of  them  have  been  or  will  be  adopted.  We 
desire  to  acknowledge  the  splendid  spirit  of 
cooperation  displayed  by  the  Superintendent  of 
Construction. 

It  has  been  the  policy  of  the  school  authorities 
for  several  years  past  to  duplicate  in  the  sectional 
high  schools  all  the  education  furnished  for  a  great 
many  years  only  in  the  central  special  schools,  as 
well  as  providing  vocational  education.  The 
adoption  of  this  policy  should  affect  applications 
for  membership  in  such  schools  as  the  English 
High,  Girls'  High,  and  High  School  of  Commerce, 
and  to  some  extent  in  the  Trade  and  Clerical 
Schools.  The  continued  pressure  for  admission 
to' these  schools  is  due  to  the  popular  belief  that 
the  central  schools  are  on  a  higher  plane  than  the 
sectional  high  schools.  The  school  authorities 
have  insisted  to  the  Finance  Commission  and  the 
facts  prove  it  to  be  true,  that  the  academic  curric- 
ulum is  the  same  in  all  the  high  schools. 

The  Finance  Commission  recognizes  the  high 
standing  that  has  been  rightfully  earned  by  the 
English  High  School  and  the  Girls'  High  School. 
No  one  can  question  this  high  standing,  and  our 
committee  certainly  did  not  question  it  despite 
erroneous  impressions  to  the  contrary  that  were 
circulated.  The  Finance  Commission  also  recog- 
nizes that  in  the  past  the  product  of  these  schools 
has  been  better  equipped  for  advanced  education 
than  has  the  product  of  the  other  high  schools. 
But  with  all  the  high  schools  now  teaching  the 
same  academic  subjects,  all  the  high  schools  now 
drawing  their  teachers  from  the  same  list,  and  the 
pupils  giving  the  same  amount  of  time  to  the  sub- 
jects, it  must  be  admitted  that  the  future  will  Bee 
the  steady  obliteration  of  the  distinction  between 
the  central  and  the  sectional  schools.  In  the  High 
School  of  Commerce  this  distinction  has  already 
been  completely  eliminated. 

The  Finance  Commission  deplored  the  un- 
warranted interpretation  of  our  committee's  report 
by  those  who  assumed  that  it  recommended  the 
abolition  of  the  English  High  School  and  the 
(iirls'  High  School.  To  abolish  either  is  unthink- 
able. The  Finance  Commission  believes  that  there 
is  sufficient  demand  in  Boston  for  distinctly  sepa- 
rate sex  high  schools  to  justify  the  continuance  of 
these  two  central  high  schools  permanently  in  our 
school  system. 

There  has  been  a  disposition  on  the  part  of  the 
assistant  superintendents  to  interpret  the  report 
as  an  attack  upon  them  for  having  usurped  the 
iiowcrs  and  duties  of  the  School  Committee,  but 
we  do  not  believe  they  are  justified  in  that  inter- 
pretation. Under  the  statute  all  power  is  given 
to  the  School  Committee  and  that  Hoard  is  respon- 
sible in  the  final  analysis  to  the  people  for  school 
administration.  While  it  is  true  that  the  Hoard 
of  Superintendents  and  the  Board  of  Apportion- 
ment have  taken  on  administrative  functions,  they 
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have  only  done  so  because  the  School  Committee 
has  surrendered  its  responsibility  and  its  authority 
to  these  boards. 

The  reason  given  by  some  of  the  members  of 
the  School  Committee  for  this  condition  of  affairs 
is  that  they  are  unpaid  members  who  cannot 
afford  to  give  much  time,  because  of  the  necessity 
they  are  under  to  earn  a  living.  We  believe,  how- 
ever, they  cannot  shirk  the  responsibility  that  they 
have  voluntarily  taken  upon  themselves. 

We  believe  much  of  their  time  is  now  given  to 
petty  matters  not  properly  the  duties  of  members 
of  the  School  Committee  and  that  their  attention 
is  thereby  diverted  from  the  larger  policies  of 
administration  which  should  alone  occupy  their 
attention. 

Moreover,  the  delay  in  making  appropriations 
and  the  making  of  reprehensible  political  deals 
for  the  purpose  of  getting  appropriations  passed 
emphasize  the  dangerous  power  now  held  by  any 
two  members  to  block  appropriations  unless  their 
demands  are  met. 

We  believe  that  such  concentration  of  power  is 
not  in  the  public  interest  and  that  the  School 
Committee  should  be  enlarged  to  nine  members, 
with  a  two-thirds  vote  required  on  all  appropria- 
tion orders.  Under  such  conditions  six  votes 
would  be  required  to  pass  the  appropriations  and 
four  to  defeat  them.  We  believe  that  such  increase 
in  size  would  effect  substantial  improvement  over 
existing  conditions. 

We  believe,  moreover,  that  the  taxpayers  of  the 
City  of  Boston  are  entitled  to  such  time  and 
attention  from  the  members  of  the  elected  School 
Committee  as  is  required  for  the  proper  expenditure 
of  $20,000,000  yearly  for  the  maintenance  of  our 
school  system. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

The  Finance  Commission, 
by  Frank  A.  Goodwin, 

Chairman. 

Placed  on  file. 


APPROVAL   OF   BOND. 

The  bond  of  Lincoln  Park,  Inc.  (Sunday  Sports), 
for  $25,000,  was  received  and  approved. 


JURY    LIST. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  City  Clerk,  June  25,  1931. 
To  the  City  Council. 

You  are  hereby  notified  that  the  list  of  inhabi- 
tants qualified  to  serve  as  jurors,  as  prepared  by 
the  Board  of  Election  Commissioners,  and  con- 
tained in  City  Document  No.  60,  was  this  day  filed 
with  me  in  accordance  with  law. 

Respectfully, 
W.  J.  Doyle,  City  Clerk. 
Placed  on  file. 


NAMES   ON   JURY    LIST. 

President  McGRATH  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  City  Clerk  be  hereby  directed 
to  cause  the  names  on  the  Jury  List,  as  trans- 
mitted to  him  by  the  Election  Commissioners  and 
contained  in  City  Document  No.  60,  to  be  written 
each  on  a  separate  ballot,  and  said  ballots  to  be 
properly  folded  and  placed  in  the  box  provided  for 
the  purpose. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


SOLDIERS'    RELIEF. 

Coun.  LYNCH,  for  the  Committee  on  Soldiers' 
Relief,  submitted  a  report  recommending  the 
passage  of  an  order  for  the  payment  of  aid  to 
soldiers  and  sailors  and  their  families  for  the 
month  of  June,  1931. 

Report  accepted ;  order  passed. 


SETTEES   AND    BENCHES,   EAST   BOSTON 
AIRPORT. 

Coun.  DONOVAN  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,    That    the   Park    Commission    be   re- 
quested, through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  place 


settees  and  benches  at  the  East  Boston  Airport, 
for  the  comfort  of  the  citizens  of  Ward  1  during 
the  hot  summer  months. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


SAND   ON   BEACH,   WORLD   WAR 
MEMORIAL   PARK. 

Coun.  DONOVAN  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,    That    the    Park    Commission    be    re- 
quested, through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  place 
additional    sand    on    the    beach    at    World    War 
Memorial  Park. 
,_  Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


RULES  FOR   L   STREET   BATH   HOUSE. 

Coun.  LYNCH  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  re- 
quested to  arrange  a  conference  with  the  chairman 
of  the  Park  Commissioners  and  the  members  of 
the  Council  from  South  Boston  for  the  purpose 
of  ascertaining  whether  or  not  it  is  possible  to 
alter  or  improve  the  rules  for  the  use  of  the  L  Street 
Bath  House  so  that  the  residents  of  Boston,  and 
especially  South  Boston,  may  be  given  the  similar 
preferential  privileges  to  those  given  by  other 
cities  and  towns  to  their  residents  in  the  use  of 
their  municipal  baths. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


UNDERPASS,    MASSACHUSETTS     AVENUE 
AND   COLUMBIA    ROAD. 

Coun.  LYNCH  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Board  of  Street  Commis- 
sioners be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the 
Mayor,  to  furnish  the  City  Council  with  an  esti- 
mate of  the  amount  of  money  necessary  to  provide 
for  underpassing  Massachusetts  avenue  and 
Columbia  road  at  Edward  Everett  square,  in  order 
to  relieve  the  intolerable  traffic  situation  now  exist- 
ing at  that  point. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


SIDEWALK   ON   HANCOCK   STREET. 

Coun.  McGRATH  offered  the  foUowing: 
Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  make  a  sidewalk  along  Hancock  street,  both 
sides,  from  Columbia  road  across  Bowdoin  street, 
Wards  13  and  15,  in  front  of  the  estates  bordering 
thereon;  said  sidewalk  to  be  from  3  to  10  inches 
above  the  gutter  adjoining,  to  be  from  5  to  12  feet 
in  width,  and  to  be  built  of  artificial  stone,  with 
granite  edgestones,  under  the  provisions  of  chap- 
ter 196  of  the  Special  Acts  of  1917. 
Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


SIDEWALKS   ON   CAPEN   STREET. 

Coun.  WILSON  offered  the  foUowing: 
Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  make  a  sidewalk  along  Capen  street,  east- 
erly side,  from  Evans  street  to  Fairraount  street, 
Ward  17,  in  front  of  the  estates  bordering  thereon; 
said  sidewalk  to  be  from  3  to  10  inches  above  the 
gutter  adjoining,  to  be  from  5  to  12  feet  in  width, 
and  to  be  built  of  artificial  stone,  with  granite 
edgestones,  under  the  provisions  of  chapter  196  of 
the  Special  Acts  of  1917. 

Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  make  a  sidewalk  along  Capen  street,  west- 
erly side,  from  Evans  street  to  Selden  street. 
Ward  17,  in  front  of  the  estates  bordering  thereon; 
said  sidewalk  to  be  from  3  to  10  inches  above  the 
gutter  adjoining,  to  be  from  5  to  12  feet  in  width, 
and  to  be  built  of  artificial  stone,  with  granite 
edgestones,  under  the  provisions  of  chapter  196  of 
the  Special  Acts  of  1917. 

The  orders  were  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule: 


PLAYGROUND  IN  VICINITY  OF  DUNBAR 
AVENUE. 

Coun.  WILSON  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  $30,000  be,  and  the 
same  hereby  is,  appropriated,  to  be  expended  under 
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the  direction  of  the  Board  of  Park  Commissioners 
for  Playground,  vicinity  of  Dunbar  avenue,  Ward 
17,  Improvements,  etc.,  and  that  to  meet  said 
appropriation  the  City  Treasurer  be  authorized 
to  issue,  from  time  to  time,  upon  request  of  the 
Mayor,  bonds  or  certificates  of  indebtedness  of  the 
city  to  said  amount. 

Coun.  WILSON — Mr.  President,  the  Council 
has  been  kind  enough,  under  suspension  of  the 
rule,  to  pass  an  order  for  $60,000  for  this  purpose. 
The  funds  of  the  city  are  moderately  short,  within 
the  debt  limit,  and  this  is  about  one  half  of  what 
the  Council  under  suspension  of  the  rule  has  been 
kind  enough  to  vote.  I  therefore  move  a  suspen- 
sion of  the  rule,  in  order  that  this  order  may  re- 
ceive its  first  reading  at  this  time. 

The  order  was  given  its  first  reading  and  passage 
yeas  16,  nays  0. 


AIRPORT   IMPROVEMENTS. 

Coun.  DOWD — Mr.  President,  I  would  ask 
that  we  take  up  No.  8  on  the  calendar. 

No.  8  on  the  calendar  is  as  follows: 

Ordered,  That  under  the  provisions  of  chap- 
ter 271  of  the  Acts  of  1931,  the  sum  of  81,250,000 
be,  and  hereby  is,  appropriated,  to  be  expended 
under  the  direction  of  the  Park  Commissioners,  for 
Airport  Improvements,  and  that  to  meet  said 
appropriation  the  City  Treasurer  be  authorized  to 
issue,  from  time  to  time,  with  the  consent  of  the 
Mayor,  bonds  or  certificates  of  indebtedness  of 
the  city  to  said  amount,  the  same  to  be  outside 
the  statutory  limit  of  indebtedness. 

On  June  15,  1931,  the  foregoing  order  was  read 
once  and  passed;    yeas  15;    nays  6. 

President  McGRATH— The  question  is  on 
taking  No.  8  from  the  calendar.  All  in  favor 
will  say  "aye" 

Coun.  WILSON— Mr.  President,  I  move  that 
we  take  the  usual  recess  and  go  into  Executive 
Committee. 

Coun.  DOWD — Mr.  President,  the  President 
put  the  question  to  the  Council  saying  "All  in 
favor  say  aye,"  and  the  question  is  now  before  the 
house,  as  I  understand  it. 

President  McGRATH — A  motion  for  a  recess  is 
always  in  order. 


RECESS. 

The  Council  voted,  at  2.34,  on  motion  cf  Coun. 
WILSON,  to  take  a  recess  subject  to  the  call  of 
the  Chair.  The  members  reassembled  in  the 
Council  Chamber,  and  were  called  to  order  by 
President  McGRATH  at  3.35  p.  m. 


EXECUTIVE   COMMITTEE   REPORTS. 
Coun.  GALLAGHER,  for  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee, submitted  the  following: 

1.  Report  on  petitions  (referred  today),  recom- 
mending that  leave  be  granted,  as  follows: 

Kathryn  I.  Brymer,  for  children  to  appear  at 
Unitarian  Parish  Hall  on  June  26,  1931. 

Samuel  Sirota,  for  children  to  appear  at  Whiton 
Hall  on  June  19,  1931. 

Jules  Wolffers,  for  children  to  appear  at  Hotel 
Bradford  on  June  24,  1931. 

Romaine  P.  Sherwood,  for  children  to  appear  at 
J.  J.  Williams'  Municipal  Building  on  June  25, 
1931. 

Report  accepted;  licenses  granted  on  the  usual 
conditions.  ,, 

2.  Report  on  order  (submitted  by  the  Mayor 
and  referred  today)  for  interdepartment  transfers 
in  the  Collecting,  Institutions  (Long  Island  Hos- 
pital), Public  Buildings,  Treasury,  Public  Works 
(Water  Division),  and  Jail  and  Sheriff  Departments 
— that  the  same  ought  to  pass. 

Report  accepted;  order  passed — yeas  20,  nays  U. 

3.  Report  on  order  (submitted  by  the  Mayor 
and  referred  today)  for  authorization  and  ratifica- 
tion of  indenture  by  which  a  parcel  of  land  in  the 
vicinity  of  Nashua  street  extension  is  transferred 
by  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts  to  the 
City  of  Boston,  rent  free,  for  a  period  of  ninety- 
nine  years,  for  the  purpose  of  a  public  park — that 
the  same  ought  to  pass. 

Report  accepted;  said  order  passed — yeas  19, 
naysO.  ., 

4.  Report  on  order  (submitted  by  the  Mayor 
and  referred  today)  that  the  Commissioner  ol 
Public  Works  be  authorized  to  expend  not  exceed- 
ing $7,500  for  the  purpose  of  furnishing  ice  for  the 


public  drinking  fountains  during  the  summer 
season,  said  sum  to  be  charged  to  the  Reserve 
Fund — that  the  same  ought  to  pass. 

Report  accepted;  said  order  passed — yeas  22, 
nays  0. 

5.  Report  on  order  (submitted  by  the  Mayor 
and  referred  today)  that  chapter  422  of  the  Acts  of 
1931,  entitled  "An  Act  to  provide  for  the  construc- 
tion by  the  City  of  Boston  of  a  strandway  along 
the  waterfront  in  the  East  Boston  district  of  said 
city"  be,  and  the  same  hereby  is,  accepted — that 
the  same  ought  to  pass. 

Report  accepted;   said  order  passed. 

6.  Report  on  message  and  orders  (referred 
May  4,  1931)  that  the  orders  passed  by  the  City 
Council  March  2,  1931,  and  approved  by  the 
Mayor  March  3,  1931,  for  loans  of  $350,000  each, 
to  be  expended  under  the  direction  of  the  Police 
Commissioner  for  a  new  police  station,  Divisions  4 
and  5,  and  for  a  new  police  station.  West  End, 
be,  and  the  same  hereby  is,  rescinded — that  the 
same  ought  to  pass. 

The  report  was  accepted,  the  question  came  on 
the  passage  of  the  order,  and  the  President  directed 
the  clerk  to  call  the  roll. 

Coun.  KELLY — Mr.  President,  I  have  not  been 
fully  informed  as  to  why  these  orders  are  going  to 
be  rescinded,  and  I  would  like  a  little  more  in- 
formation from  somebody  who  knows  more  about 
it  than  1  do. 

The  clerk  read  the  message  and  the  order.' 

Coun.  KELLY — Mr.  President,  the  original 
order,  as  1  understand  it,  was  introduced  by  his 
Honor  the  Mayor  on  May  4,  to  allow  the  $350,000 
to  be  expended  in  connection  with  these  new  police 
stations,  under  the  supervision  of  the  Police  Com- 
missioner.    Is  that  so? 

President  McGRATH— That  is  correct. 

Coun.  KELLY — Now,  Mr.  President,  evidently, 
due  to  some  difficulty  with  the  Police  Commis- 
sioner, the  Mayor  wishes  to  have  this  money 
expended  by  the  Superintendent  of  Public  Build- 
ings? 

President  McGRATH — The  reason  given  is 
that,  under  the  statute,  which  is  quoted  there,  the 
Superintendent  of  Public  Buildings  must  expend 
the  money,  and  not  the  Police  Commissioner. 

Coun.  KELLY— Well,  Mr.  President,  what  I 
am  driving  at  is  this.  If  the  Mayor  introduced 
this  order,  for  the  expenditure  of  such  a  vast 
amount  of  money  as  $350,000,  under  the  super- 
vision of  the  Police  Commissioaer,  and  a  few 
weeks  later  says  that  the  Police  Commissioner  is 
not  the  proper  official  to  expend  the  money,  am  I 
really  to  understand  that  our  Mayor  has  for  once 
admitted  that  lie  was  wrong?     Is  that  possible? 

President  McGRATH — Perhaps  the  department 
that  had  the  order  prepared  was  wrong.  The 
clerk  will  continue  calling  the  roll. 

Coun.  FITZGERALD— Mr.  President,  there 
is  one  tiling  that  I  would  like  to  get  clear  in  my 
mind.  I  have  talked  with  the  chairman  a  good 
deal  on  this  matter.  I  have  been  given  some 
information  to  the  effect  that  this  amount  of 
money  appropriated  for  the  West  End  division  is 
now  going  to  be  canceled.  If  that  is  the  case,  I 
don't  feel  as  though  I  should  vote  to  rescind  any 
such  order  affecting  Station  3  at  this  time,  without 
further  information.  1  understand  that  that  is 
the  proposition.  Does  the  chairman  of  the  com- 
mittee know  anything  about  it? 

President  McGRATH — The  Chair  will  again 
read  what  the  message  says  in  regard  to  the  matter: 
"The  supervision  of  the  construction  of  new 
buildings  is  a  function  which  properly  belongs  to 
the  Superintendent  of  Public  Buildings.  In  order 
that  the  statutory  provisions  may  be  correctly 
observed,  I  recommend  that  the  orders  in  question 
be  rescinded.  In  the  event  of  such  action  being 
taken  by  the  City  Council,  it  is  my  intention  to 
submit  two  new  orders  providing  that  the  necessary 
amount  be  expended  under  the  direction  of  this 
latter  official."      The  clerk  will  call  the  roll. 

Both  orders  were  passed,  yeas  21,  nays  1 — 
Coun.  Kelly  voting  nay. 


AIRPORT    IMPROVEMENTS. 

On  motion  of  Coun.  MURRAY,  No.  8  on  the 
calendar,  unfinished  business,  was  taken  up,  viz.: 

Ordered,  That  under  the  provisions  of  chapter 
271  of  the  Acts  of  1931,  the  sum  of  $1,250,000  be, 
and  hereby  is,  appropriated,  to  be  expended  under 
the  direction  of  the  Park  Commissioners,  for 
Airport  Improvements,  and  that  to  meet  said 
appropriation    the   City   Treasurer   be   authorized 
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to  issue,  from  time  to  time,  with  the  consent  of  the 
Mayor,  bonds  or  certificates  of  indebtedness  of  the 
city  to  said  amount,  the  same  to  be  outside  the 
statutory  limit  of  indebtedness. 

On  June  15,  1931,  the  foregoing  order  was  read 
once  and  passed,  yeas  15,  nays  6. 

The  question  came  on  the  second  and  final 
reading  and  passage  of  the  order. 

Coun.  DOWD — Mr.  President,  the  question  of 
passing  No.  8  on  the  calendar,  calling  for  the 
expenditure  of  $1,250,000  of  the  taxpayers  money, 
now  rests  with  the  twenty-two  members  of  this 
Council.  Fortunately,  the  same  as  the  Mayor  of 
Boston,  we  were  elected  by  the  people  of  our 
respective  districts  to  take  care  of  their  wants 
and  to  watch  the  financial  situation  of  the  City 
of  Boston.  I  have  come  to  the  conclusion  that, 
regardless  of  what  the  Mayor  sends  to  this  body, 
it  is  going  to  be  passed.  If  he  sent  an  order  here 
to  sell  Boston  Common,  that  order  would  be  passed; 
if  he  sent  in  an  order  to  burn  down  the  Cathedral 
of  the  Holy  Cross,  that  order  would  be  passed. 
So  it  is  really  a  waste  of  time  for  any  member  of 
this  Council  to  get  up  and  try  to  defend  the  tax- 
payers in  any  way  whatsoever.  I  say  to  the 
members  of  this  Council  that  there  is  not  a  mem- 
ber here,  with  the  possible  exception  of  two  or 
three,  who  can  say  that  the  conditions  in  his 
ward  are  to  the  liking  of  the  people  of  the  district. 
$1,250,000  would  furnish  a  lot  of  work  in  the 
respective  districts.  I  wonder,  for  instance,  what 
the  councilors  from  Dorchester  are  going  to  do, 
when  the  Legislature  has  passed  favorably  on  two 
municipal  buildings  for  the  people  of  Dorchester 
and  the  Mayor  of  Boston  says  they  cannot  be 
built?  But  still  we  can  vote  for  $1,250,000  for 
this  purpose!  I  say  that  we  are  making  a  very 
pretty  picture  here  in  the  City  of  Boston  today, 
voting  $1,250,000  in  this  way,  in  the  interest  of  a 
few  airplanes,  about  half  a  dozen  owned  by  dif- 
ferent people,  while  the  Mayor  at  the  same  time, 
at  this  worst  period  in  the  history  of  our  country 
takes  action  looking  to  a  reduction  in  the  dole 
paid  to  thousands  of  citizens  who  receive  aid  at 
Hawkins  street.  I  wonder  how  your  constituents 
will  regard  your  vote  for  $1,250,000  for  the  air- 
port, while  the  Mayor  at  the  same  time  is  ordering 
a  reduction  in  the  dole  paid  to  these  unfortunate 
citizens  who  have  got  to  look  to  the  city  for  aid? 
It  may  be  said  that  that  has  no  bearing  on  the 
case,  that  the  money  could  not  go  for  that  purpose, 
anyway,  and  I  will  agree  with  you;  but  at  the 
same  time  the  taxpayers  will  have  to  bear  the 
burden  put  on  them  by  this  Council.  I  wonder 
what  is  the  real  reason  why  the  Mayor  of  Boston 
is  so  anxious  to  have  this  order  passed?  There  is 
not  a  member  of  this  Council  who  has  not  been 
bothered  during  the  last  two  weeks  by  men  and 
organizations  who  want  this  order  passed.  I  have 
here  a  half  dozen  different  communications  in 
regard  to  the  matter.  For  instance,  I  have  one 
here  from  the  Suffolk  County  Council  of  the 
American  Legion,  a  majority  of  whom  are  city 
employees.  They  are  not  writing  these  letters 
because  they  want  to  do  so,  but  they  are  abso- 
lutely forced  to  send  these  communications  to  the 
members  of  the  City  Council  in  order  that  this 
airport  appropriation  may  pass.  But  I  wonder 
what  you  members  of  this  body  are  going  to  say 
to  the  thousands  of  men  walking  the  streets  of 
Boston  and  seeking  employment,  if  you  vote 
today  to  pass  an  order  of  this  kind?  His  Honor 
the  Mayor,  when  he  went  to  Washington,  sent 
back  a  glowing  telegram  saying  that  favorable 
action  upon  this  matter  would  relieve  the  unem- 
ployment situation  in  this  city.  I  might  for  that 
reason,  if  for  no  other,  vote  for  this  appropriation 
for  the  airport,  if  it  would  place  at  work  3,000 
men.  But  no,  they  are  going  to  give  it  to  one 
contractor,  and  the  contractor  has  already  been 
named,  I  assume,  because  I  have  a  communication 
which  says  the  designation  of  the  contractor  is  a 
foregone  conclusion.  I  hope  you  will  watch  the 
working  out  of  the  situation,  because  I  under- 
stand that  a  gentleman  by  the  name  of  Tomasello 
is  going  to  get  the  contract  for  $1,250,000.  But  I 
wonder  what  they  are  going  to  do  with  the  140,000 
cubic  yards  of  dirt  which  they  are  now  taking 
from  the  East  Boston  Tunnel?  1  wonder  if  that 
140,000  cubic  yards  is  included  in  the  estimate 
that  the  contractor  or  the  Park  Commissioner 
has  placed  before  this  body?  I  say  to  the  mem- 
bers of  this  Council  that  they  will  not  be  doing 
justice  by  the  people  who  send  them  here  if  they 
vote  this  tremendous  amount  for  this  purpose. 
Commissioner  Long  of  the  Park  Department  said 
very   plainly   that   $600,000   is   all   he   can   spend 


during  this  coming  year.  If  that  is  so,  I  say  to 
the  members  of  the  Council  that  they  owe  a  solemn 
bounden  duty  to  the  people  who  sent  them  here 
not  to  vote  for  the  $1,250,000.  The  taxpayers  of 
your  districts  have  already  had  to  submit  to  two 
years  of  increased  taxation,  and  if  we  are  to  spend 
more  millions  in  this  way  we  will  be  raising  the 
tax  rate  of  Boston  to  a  point  that  will  drive  every 
industry  out  of  the  city.  I  know  that  no  words  of 
mine  or  words  uttered  by  other  members  in  oppo- 
sition to  this  order  will  do  any  good  in  this  Boston 
City  Council,  but  that,  regardless  of  those  who 
sent  you  here,  you  are  going  to  vote  for  the  order, 
anyway. 

Coun.  DONOVAN— Mr.  President,  I  regret 
that  the  utterances  of  the  councilor  necessitates  my 
taking  the  floor  today,  particularly  after  the 
lengthy  debate  in  which  this  body  indulged  two 
weeks  ago.  But  I  feel  that  I  must  say  a  word  at 
this  time  in  view  of  the  erroneous  impression 
which  my  colleague  from  Ward  8  [Coun.  Dowd] 
would  give  to  this  body  and  to  the  public.  I  resent 
his  statement  that  the  members  of  the  Council 
would  vote  for  practically  anything  that  the 
Mayor  asked  for.  Every  member  here,  Mr.  Presi- 
dent, uses  his  own  intellect  and  votes  accordingly. 
No  member  is  forced  to  do  anything  against  his 
will  or  his  judgment  in  connection  with  any 
project.  1  resent  the  reference  to  Dorchester, 
and  the  inference  that  if  this  money  were  not  used 
for  the  purpose  here  proposed  it  might  be  used  in 
Dorchester  as  the  gentleman  suggests.  This 
provision  is  made  under  legislative  act,  and  the 
$1,250,000  could  not  be  used  for  anything  else 
but  the  airport.  We  could  not  use  it  for  municipal 
buildings  and  it  could  not  be  used  for  streets,  if  we 
wished  to  do  so.  The  money  is  to  be  appropriated 
for  the  specific  purpose  stated  here,  for  the  airport. 
I  am  in  receipt  of  communications  from  many 
corporations  and  individuals,  also,  in  support  of 
this  order.  I  have  one  from  the  Orient  Heights 
Post  of  the  American  Legion;  and  I  have  here 
also  an  editorial  in  the  Boston  Traveler  of  today, 
which,  if  you  will  bear  with  me,  I  believe  it  will 
be  well  to  read  in  its  entirety.  I  think  it  may  well 
be  inserted  in  the  record: 

"Boston,  in  part  by  its  lack  of  foresight,  per- 
mitted the  automobile  industry  to  go  west. 

"Are  we  permitting  the  story  to  be  repeated  in 
the  aviation  industry? 

"The  Legislature  authorized  Boston  to  spend 
$1,250,000  on  the  making  of  an  airport  in  Boston 
by  enlarging  the  flying  field  at  East  Boston.  We 
glibly  call  the  field  at  East  Boston  an  airport. 
It  is  not  an  airport.  It  is  a  flying  field,  with 
transport  planes,  army  craft,  commercial  planes 
and  student  and  private  flyers  using  the  same 
area. 

"We  had  a  lot  of  hullabaloo  about  getting 
Governor's  Island  from  the  United  States  Govern- 
ment. Now  that  we  have  it,  persons  would  have 
us  not  appropriate  sufficient  money  to  best  use  it. 
They  point  out  that  there  is  not  enough  flying 
business  to  warrant  the  expenditure.  Of  course 
there  is  not  enough  now,  just  as  there  was  not 
enough  automobiling  here  years  ago  for  us  to  do 
something  about  attracting  the  automobile  industry 
here. 

"We  had  several  hundred  planes  here  a  few 
weeks  ago.  Where  did  the  most  of  them  park 
overnight?  At  Springfield,  where  there  was  a 
field  big  enough  to  hold  them. 

"We  have  the  permission  to  spend  the  money. 
We  have  the  opportunity.  Shall  we  grasp  it  or 
shall  we  wait  until  it  will  cost  us  $10,000,000  or 
more  to  do  the  work,  perhaps  too  late  to  attract 
aviation  dollars  here? 

"The  City  Council  should  vote  favorably  on  the 
plan." 

Further,  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on 
Military  Affairs  in  Congress  stressed  this  point. 
He  said,  "Yes,  you  have  an  aviation  field  there, 
but  it  is  not  adequate.  We  want  it  the  best  on 
the  Atlantic  seacoast,  because  if  we  suffer  invasion 
the  entire  New  England  coast  might  be  devastated 
before  aid  could  arrive  from  Mitchel  Field."  Mr. 
President,  aviation  is  still  in  its  infancy.  Nobody 
can  foresee  what  will  happen  in  the  development 
ot  the  art.  But  I  am  here  today  in  favor  of  appro- 
priating and  spending  this  money  in  the  interest 
of  the  development  of  this  airport,  and  am  going 
to  ask  my  colleagues  to  pass  the  appropriation. 

Coun.  KELLY — Mr.  President,  I  am  in  accord 
with  everything  that  my  colleague  from  Ward  8 
[Coun.  Dowd]  has  said  in  regard  to  this  particular 
order.  He  said  he  wondered  what  the  councilors 
troni  Dorchester  were  going  to  do.     I  say  to  him, 


JUNE    29,    1931. 


255 


and  I  say  to  the  people  who  have  sent  me  here,  that 
I  am  not  going  to  betray  their  trust  today,  that  I 
am  going  to  vote  against  this  particular  order,  for 
the  reason  that  it  is  not  benefiting  the  taxpayers 
whom  I  represent.  I  know  that  Boston  is  going 
to  have  another  increase  in  taxes  this  year,  and  I 
know  that  appropriating  this  money  will  not  help 
to  relieve  the  unemployment  situation  in  the  City 
of  Boston.  1  know  that  this  job  will  be  carried  on 
by  whatever  contractor  gets  the  award,  the  same 
as  other  jobs  are  carried  on  here  in  Boston,  that 
citizens  of  other  cities  will  be  put  to  work  on  sucli 
jobs  and  that  our  own  citizens  will  not  be  given  an 
opportunity  to  work  on  these  city  contracts.  For 
that  reason  I  am  against  this  particular  loan  order. 
Let  me  also  warn  the  councilor  from  East  Boston. 
He  has  read  an  editorial  in  a  very  reputable  paper 
to  the  effect  that  the  airport  order  should  be 
passed.  But  I  wonder  how  the  taxpayers  in  East 
Boston  who  are  trying  to  keep  their  little  homes 
will  feel  about  the  matter?  I  wonder  how  the 
taxpayers  of  Dorchester  and  other  sections,  who 
are  trying  to  keep  their  little  homes,  who  are 
trying  to  make  both  ends  meet  in  the  tenements 
which  they  have  rented,  and  who  are  not  being 
given  an  opportunity  to  get  employment,  will  feel 
in  the  matter?  I  wonder  how  they  will  feel  about 
the  newspaper  editorial  that  he  has  just  read?  We 
know  that  you  cannot  believe  everything  you  read 
in  the  papers.  I  guess  everybody  knows  that,  and 
1  guess  this  editorial  which  has  been  read  is  not  an 
expression  of  the  taxpayers  of  the  City  of  Boston. 
Now,  we  are  asked  to  spend  here  $1,250,000.  That 
is  just  a  start.  If  next  year  loan  orders  come  in 
here  for  $3,000,000  more  to  finish  the  work  over 
there,  we  will  have  to  go  through  with  it.  We  will 
be  pledged  to  the  thing  if  this  money  is  appro- 
priated by  the  Council  today.  So  this  is  the  time 
and  the  place  to  begin  to  protect  the  taxpayers 
that  sent  us  here.  I  can  take  a  boy  from  the 
School  for  the  Feeble-Minded  at  Waverley  and 
send  him  to  Washington,  and  he  could  convince 
the  President  of  the  United  States  that  Governor's 
Island  should  be  given  to  Boston,  if  Boston  will 
agree  to  spend  a  million  or  two  on  it  and  at  the 
same  time  allow  the  Federal  Government  to  step 
in  any  minute  and  take  it  back  by  right  of  eminent 
domain.  That  is  no  accomplishment.  The  papers 
seemed  to  make  a  great  deal  of  it  the  last  time 
when  our  Mayor  went  to  Washington,  our  intellec- 
tual giant,  as  it  was  made  to  appear,  in  behalf  of 
the  taxpayers  of  Boston,  and  they  put  it  as  if  it 
were  a  wonderful  thing.  I  say  it  is  not  a  wonderful 
thing  for  the  taxpayers  of  Boston.  We  could  do 
many  things  which  would  be  of  much  more  benefit 
to  the  poor  taxpayers,  things  that  would  be  much 
more  for  their  interest,  by  exercising  our  rights, 
standing  up  in  our  boots,  and  voting  for  the  in- 
terests of  the  people  who  sent  us  here.  You 
ought  to  see  the  poor  people  who  come  to  my 
parlor  night  after  night  and  wonder  where  they 
are  going  to  get  the  money  to  pay  their  increased 
taxes;  and  there  are  the  poor  tenants  who  are 
behindhand  in  their  rent,  and  who  want  to  be  able 
to  stay  in  their  little  places.  We  want  the  taxes 
to  stay  down,  because  increased  taxes  mean  an 
increased  burden  on  the  home-owner,  and  an 
increased  burden  on  the  home-owner  means  an 
increased  burden  on  the  tenant.  When  taxes 
come  down  rents  come  down  and  when  taxes  go  up 
rents  go  up.  So  in  defeating  this  order  here  today 
we  are  benefiting  every  single  person  in  the  City 
of  Boston,  and  i  hope  the  members  will  not  be 
whipped  into  line  to  vote  for  it.  As  Councilor 
Dowd  has  well  stated,  however,  anything  sent  in  to 
the  Council  by  the  Mayor  will  be  passed,  and  I 
take  exception  to  the  statement  of  the  councilor 
from  East  Boston  when  he  questions  the  truth  of 
that.  There  is  no  question  of  that  in  my  mind. 
And  so  I  say,  in  closing,  to  Councilor  Dowd  that 
one  of  the  councilors  from  Dorchester  is  going  to 
remain  loyal  to  the  people  who  sent  him  here  and 
is  going  to  vote  against  this  $1,250,000  order. 

Coun.  NORTON — Mr.  President,  answering  the 
colleague  from  East  Boston  |Coun.  Donovan| 
there  was  an  editorial  printed  in  the  Boston 
Traveler  this  afternoon,  and  for  purposes  of  the 
record  I  would  like  to  make  just  a  short  quotation 
from  it.     It  says: 

"The  Legislature  authorized  Boston  to  spend 
$1,250,000  on  the  making  of  an  airport  in  Boston 
by  enlarging  the  flying  field  at  East  Boston." 

We  all  agree  that  Boston  should  have  the  finest 
possible  airport,  that  it  should  have  an  A1A  air- 
port, but  we  don't  all  agree  that  the  airport  propo- 
sition should  be  thrown  in  with  a  visionary  scheme 
of  some  kind  that  will  tend  to  make  Boston  citi- 


zens pay  millions,  in  this  case  for  the  Governor's 
Island  project.  I  think  my  good  friend  Toye, 
when  he  wrote  that,  should  have  included  that 
statement.  We  all  favor  an  A1A  flying  field,  but 
we  do  not  favor  the  so-called  Governor's  Island 
project  at  this  time,  because  nobody  knows  what 
the  City  of  Boston  is  going  to  be  called  upon  to 
spend  for  that  project.  I  would  like  to  have  the 
Mayor  tell  us  this  afternoon  just  what  General 
Fox  Connor  told  him  last  Friday  afternoon  at  the 
conference  in  the  Parker  House,  what  he  informed 
the  Mayor  that  the  War  Department  would  insist 
upon  if  it  turned  over  the  island  to  the  City  of 
Boston.  I  don't  know  what  the  government  is 
going  to  insist  on  in  other  respects,  what  demands 
it  may  make.  I  understand  that  it  is  expected 
that  the  island  will  be  turned  back  to  the  govern- 
ment "in  time  of  need"  and  that  an  interpretation 
of  what  is  a  time  of  need  is  to  be  left  to  the  Secre- 
tary of  War.  It  has  always  been  the  custom  in 
this  nation,  when  the  government  turned  over 
property,  to  have  the  stipulation  that  it  was  to 
be  turned  back  to  the  government  in  time  of  war, 
but  I  understand  our  Governor's  Island  project  to 
have  the  stipulation  that  it  is  to  be  turned  back 
"in  time  of  need."  Furthermore,  there  is  not  a 
member  of  the  City  Council  who  is  going  to  vote 
away  the  people's  money  in  this  matter  who 
knows  what  the  Federal  Government  will  require 
the  city  to  pay  for  dirigible  masts,  for  hangars 
and  for  other  improvements  on  Governor's  Island. 
The  highest  rating  that  an  airport  in  the  United 
States  can  possibly  receive  from  the  United  States 
Department  of  Commerce  is  the  rating  that  is 
known  as  "A1A."-  Our  airport  at  Boston  has 
been  unable  to  obtain  this,  rating,  because  the 
flying  field  is  not  large  enough.  The  Trawler 
editorial  is  right  in  some  respects.  To  enlarge 
this  field  so  that  it  will  receive  an  A1A  rating, 
and  place  it  in  a  class  with  the  best  fields  ot  the 
land,  an  expenditure  of  $600,000  by  the  City  of 
Boston  is  all  that  is  necessary.  That  will  place 
the  Boston  Airport  on  an  A1A  basis.  Other  experts 
of  the  city  indorse  this  statement.  The  Mayor 
asks  for  an  appropriation  of  $1,250,000.  This  is 
double  the  amount  of  money  necessary  to  give 
us  an  A1A  airport.  But  the  Mayor  is  tying  in 
another  idea  with  that  of  making  the  Boston 
Airport  A1A.  He  is  now  negotiating  with  the 
Federal  Government  to  have  the  government 
turn  over  to  the  City  of  Boston  Governor's  Island, 
in  Boston  Harbor.  The  Mayor  intends  to  level 
this  island  and  either  make  it  into  a  student  flying 
field  or  place  dirigible  masts  and  hangars  upon 
it.  Just  what  the  terms  of  this  lease  from  the 
government  are,  no  one  has  been  able  to  ascer- 
tain. However,  this  Governor's  Island  project  has 
nothing  to  do  with  making  the  Boston  Airport 
into  an  A1A  field.  After  the  Mayor  spends 
$600,000  in  making  the  airport  A IV,  then, 
apparently,  he  is  to  use  the  additional  $600,000 
on  the  Governor's  Island  project.  I  am  against 
the  Governor's  Island  project  at  the  present 
time, — first,  because  we  do  not  know  what  the 
terms  of  the  lease  are.  In  other  states,  where  a 
city  has  requested  that  the  government  turn 
over  to  the  city  government  land  of  tins  nature, 
the  city  has  been  called  upon  to  level  the  ground, 
build  dirigible  masts,  build  hangars.  This  Gover- 
nor's Island  project  may  cost  the  taxpayers  of 
Boston  millions  of  dollars.  The  Mayor  of  Boston 
should  inform  this  Council,  before  asking  us  to 
vote  money  for  the  Governor's  Island  project, 
just  how  great  an  expenditure  is  involved.  What 
the  government  is  to  demand  the  City  of  Boston 
to  do  on  Governor's  Island.  I  understand  that 
one  of  the  provisions  is  that  the  "  Island  shall  be 
turned  back  to  the  government  in  time  of  need." 
Some  of  our  city  officials  object  to  "in  time  of 
need,"  the  government  to  decide  when  this  time 
arrives,  and  desired  to  make  it  "in  time  of  war." 
The  arrangements  have  been  kept  very  secret. 
Before  I  vote  one  cent  of  the  people's  money  for 
the  Governor's  Island  project,  I  want  to  know 
just  what  the  city  has  agreed  to  build  on  that 
island;  just  what  the  terms  of  the  lease  are  with 
the  Federal  Government.  Information,  from 
accredited  sources,  leads  to  the  belief  that  the 
government  demands  that  the  City  of  Boston 
build  a  dirigible  mast,  hangars,  and  requests  that 
will  involve  the  expenditure  of  millions  of  dollars. 
The  city  cannot  afford  this  expenditure  at  this 
time  when  we  are  in  the  midst  of  the  most  acute 
and  prolonged  depression  that  our  city  has  ever 
known.  When  the  great  question  is,  where  are 
we  to  get  enough  money  to  properly  feed  the  poor. 
The  American  Legion  has  been  drawn  into  this 
controversy.     The     Massachusetts     Commander, 
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Richard  F.  Paul,  sent  a  letter  to  the  various 
councilors,  under  date  of  June  25,  1931,  asking 
them  to  support  this  measure.  He  stated:  "It  is 
my  conviction  that  the  entire  $1,250,000  can  well 
and  economically  be  spent  toward  completing  our 
East  Boston  Airport."  When  Commander  Paul 
wrote  that  letter  he  was  not  familiar  with  all  the 
facts.  -Neither  did  he  appreciate  that  a  political 
faction  here  in  Boston  was  "using"  the  influence 
of  the  American  Legion,  in  the  holy  name  of 
patriotism,  to  put  across  a  pet  measure  which 
has  nothing  to  do  with  patriotism  or  national 
defence.  As  Doctor  Johnson  once  said,  "Patri- 
otism is  the  last  refuge  of  a  scoundrel."  This 
morning,  June  29,  1931,  Commander  Paul,  upon 
learning  all  the  facts,  sent  me  the  following  com- 
munication: "  I  know  not  what  the  cost  should 
be  to  put  the  present  port  in  the  required  classifica- 
tion. The  American  Legion  iB  only  interested  in 
an  A1A  airport  for  Boston."  The  commander 
does  not  wish  to  enter  the  controversy  as  to  how 
much  should  be  spent.  He  did  not  know  that 
every  councilor  in  this  body  was  in  favor  of  plac- 
ing the  airport  in  an  A1A  condition,  and  that  the 
Governor's  Island  plan  was  separate  and  apart 
from  this  objective.  The  chairman  of  the  Ameri- 
can Legion  Aviation  Committee,  in  a  personal 
letter  to  me,  dated  today,  June  29,  1931,  speaking 
as  a  friend,  states: 

"1  do  not  know  what  the  cost  would  be  to  make 
the  present  field  comply  with  the  Department  of 
Commerce  for  an  A1A  rating,  but  it  is  my  opinion 
that  the  expenditure  of  this  sum  would  be  suffi- 
cient to  take  care  of  aerial  traffic  at  Boston  for 
some  few  years.  Later  when  air  traffic  demands 
further  extensions  of 'the  airport  to  Governor's 
Island  it  could  be  arranged." 

That  is  the  personal  statement  to  me  of  one  of 
the  best  advised  men  in  Boston  on  such  matters, 
a  man  who  probably  knows  as  much  about  the 
project  as  any  man  in  the  city.  I  am  convinced 
that  the  expenditure  ot  $600,000  will  make  Boston 
a  leader  in  aviation,  and  Park  Commissioner 
Long  says  that  it  is  all  he  can  spend  this  year. 
Some  experts  with  whom  I  have  consulted  believe 
that  $300,000  is  enough  to  place  the  field  in  an 
A1A  condition.  Perhaps  the  Consulting  Engineer 
of  the  Finance  Commission  could  advise  the 
Council  as  to  this.  Mr.  President,  members  of 
the  Council  who  vote  for  this  $1,250,000  are  going 
to  find  it  very  hard  to  explain  in  the  next  cam- 
paign. It  certainly  cannot  be  claimed  that  in 
doing  so  they  are  voting  with  the  American  Legion, 
in  view  of  the  letter  I  have  just  received  and 
quoted  from  the  chairman  of  the  American  Legion 
Aviation  Committee.  The  matter  of  national 
defence  is  a  federal  function  and  the  cost  should 
be  borne  by  the  whole  nation.  No  one  would 
suggest  that  the  City  of  Boston  pay  to  fortify 
Castle  Island  or  to  buy  some  battleship  foe  Boston 
Harbor.  It  is  stated  that  a  moral  obligation  to 
the  Federal  Government  exists,  but  we  in  the 
Council  know  nothing  of  any  agreement  or  obliga- 
tion. I  wish  the  Mayor  would  inform  us  just 
what  General  Fox  Connor  told  him  at  the  private 
conference  held  at  the  Parker  House  last  week 
regarding  what  the  Federal  Government  would 
demand  if  it  turned  over  Governor's  Island  to  the 
City  of  Boston.  We  should  know  the  terms  of  the 
lease  before  we  vote  to  expend  one  cent  of  the 
people's  money.  ;This  Governor's  Island  project 
may  cost  three  to  four  millions  of  dollars.  Our 
city  cannot  afford  this  expenditure.  This  Council 
was  not  consulted  in  the  drawing  up  of  the  lease. 
Even  if  the  lease  is  revoked  by  the  City  Council, 
the  island  is  not  lost  to  the  city,  as  the  blanket 
authorization  for  transferral  is  by  Congressional 
Act  and  the  city  can  take  over  the  island  under 
this  or  any  other  leases  in  the  future  which  meet 
the  approval  of  present  or  future  War  Depart- 
ments. No  flying  field  should  go  so  close  to  the 
main  airport.  A  student  flyer  is  dangerous. 
When  Lindbergh  came  to  Boston,  his  managers 
insisted  that  as  he  approached  the  airport,  all 
flyers  be  down.  Cheap  land,  out  in  the  country, 
can  be  set  aside  for  student  flyers.  It  is  unfair 
to  call  a  councilor  who  refuses  to  indorse  the 
$1,200,000  loan  order  as  an  "obstructionist." 
Every  member  of  this  Council  wants  an  A1A  air 
field  at  Boston  and  will  vote  the  necessary  money. 
But  we  are  unwilling  to  start  on  the  Governor's 
Island  project  without  not  even  knowing  the 
terms  of  the  lease  or  whether  it  will  cost  the  people 
of  the  City  of  Boston  $1,000,000  or  $10,000,000. 
Boston's  85,000  odd  taxpayers  on  real  estate  are 
now  paying  the  highest  adjusted  tax  rate  of  any 
city  in  Amerioa  of  Boston's  size,  and  it  is  to  be 


increased  this  year.  Our  commerce  and  industry 
are  steadily  dwindling.  We  have  more  unem- 
ployed than  ever — 100,000  men,  women  and 
children  in  Boston  today  are  forced  to  accept 
some  form  of  charity.  Increased  taxes  mean 
increased  rents.  We  have  more  stores  to  let; 
more  offices  to  rent  than  ever.  Deflation  has  set 
in.  A  home  on  Commonwealth  avenue  can  be 
bought  for  $10,000.  Unheard  of  in  our  history. 
Hundreds  of  buildings  in  Boston  will  be  unable  to 
pay  their  taxes  this  year.  There  is  not  a  building 
in  Boston  paying.  Hardly  a  hotel.  The  building 
of  the  new  "Professional  Building"  was  headlined  a 
few  months  ago,  on  Stuart  and  Dartmouth  streets, 
as  helping  to  bring  back  prosperity,  high  city 
officials  handled  the  first  pick,  and  banqueted  the 
sponsors.  All  work  has  been  stopped  on  this 
building  and  it  looks  now  as  if  it  were  "dead" 
for  good.  Times  are  bad.  You  know  the  story 
on  the  Touraine  Hotel  property  and  the  Castle 
Square  Hotel  and  Theater.  Not  200  of  the 
14,500  children  graduating  from  the  Boston  high 
and  elementary  schools  this  week  are  able  to  obtain 
positions.  Certain  cooperative  banks  in  Boston 
now  issue  in  book  form  unregistered  deeds  of 
"homes  for  sale."  Each  item  mean9  a  home  lost, 
the  dream  of  a  lifetime  shattered.  Boston  has 
more  policemen  to  the  square  foot  than  any  city 
of  the  world.  Each  of  our  citizens  pay  more  in 
taxes  to  keep  up  our  parks,  our  playgrounds,  our 
beaches,  than  any  citizen  of  America  is  called 
upon  to  pay.  The  amount  we  appropriate  for 
our  Fire  Department,  per  capita,  is  more  than 
that  appropriated  in  any  other  American  city. 
Boston  has  suffered  from  over  taxation.  With  a 
high  tax,  industries  will  not  come  here  and  we 
depend  upon  them  for  a  living.  Save  whatever 
little  money  we  have  to  feed  the  poor.  Next 
winter  will  call  for  terrific  expenditures  for  this 
purpose.  Our  tax  abatements,  due  to  the  deflation 
in  the  price  of  property,  will  be  greater  than  ever. 
This  grand  scheme  for  Governor's  Island  is  a 
mystery.  All  negotiations  have  been  shrouded 
in  darkness.  Our  85,000  realty  taxpayers  cannot 
afford  this  expenditure.  Chairman  William  P. 
Long  of  the  Park  Department  informs  me  in  a 
letter  dated  June  25,  1931,  that  we  will  have  a 
field  of  450  to  500  acres.  This  is  too  large  at  this 
time.  It  will  place  too  big  an  expenditure  on 
our  85,000  taxpayers.  The  German  National 
Airplane  field  at  Templehof,  Germany,  which 
our  brilliant  young  flyer  Frank  Hawkes,  has 
just  visited,  and  states  is  the  best  in  the 
world,  comprises  370  acres.  The  French  nation- 
al field  at  Le  Bourget,  where  "Lindy"  landed 
has  only  247  acres,  and  is  considered  large  enough . 
The  British  national  field,  at  Croydon,  England, 
has  less  than  400  acres.  The  San  Francisco 
Municipal  Airport  has  only  160  acres.  Boston, 
with  an  A1A  field,  will  be  the  equal  of  any.  We 
approve  the  expenditure  of  $600,000  to  make  it  an 
A1A  field.  1  am  against  saddling  on  the  85,000 
odd  taxpayers  of  Boston  a  grand  scheme  which 
may  involve  millions  of  dollars.  "Take  this 
$600,000  and  feed  the  poor.  It  will  do  so,  in 
Boston  today,  for  just  about  one  month.  If  the 
depression  continues,  and  I  am  one  who  believes 
it  will  last  for  years,  it  is  a  question  where  we  are 
going  to  get  money  enough  to  feed  the  poor.  This 
is  no  time  to  waste  money  on  visionary  projects. 
The  expenditure  of  this  extra  money  will  not  put 
people  to  work.  Only  a  few  men  who  find  it 
hard  to  speak  English  and  who  live  on  about 
40  cents  a  day  or  less  for  food,  will  benefit.  The 
automatic  shovel,  tractor,  leveler,  will  do  the  work. 
A  "favored"  contractor  will  reap  a  windfall. 
Last  year  the  City  of  Boston  received  about 
$7,000  in  rentals  from  the  airport.  It  cost  the 
city,  during  this  period,  $50,000  to  maintain  it. 
If  this  extra  $600,000  of  the  people's  money  is 
not  spent  on  poor  relief,  I  would  suggest  that  it 
be  spent  on  fixing  the  streets  of  this  city.  Many 
taxpayers  have  paid  taxes  on  their  homes  for 
years,  and  yet  are  unable  during  many  of  the 
winter  months  to  drive  on  auto  to  their  homes 
due  to  the  water  and  mud.  There  are  many  sec- 
tions of  the  city  where  fire  engines  cannot  go  during 
wet  weather  because  of  the  deep  mud  and  holes. 
There  are  many  young  children  in  my  ward  who, 
because  of  no  sidewalks  and  streets  of  deep  mud 
and  water,  are  unable  to  go  to  school  during  cer- 
tain weeks  of  winter.  Instead  of  spending  this 
money  for  something  that  is  not  absolutely  essen- 
tial it  should  be  spent  on  the  more  immediate  needs 
of  the  city. 

Coun.  BUSH — Mr.  President,   1  have  listened 
with  a  great  deal  of  interest  to  the  remarks  of  the 
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previous  speaker,  but  would  call  attention  to  the 
fact  that  one  of  the  quotations  from  a  letter  he 
received  was  from  an  anonymous  letter.  I  don't 
know  whether  the  name  was  not  stated  intention- 
ally or  otherwise,  but  I  understand  that  the  letter 
was  anonymous. 

Coun.  NORTON— Mr.  President,  will  the  good 
colleague  be  kind  enough  to  state  specifically  just 
what  he  refers  to  in  that  connection? 

Coun.  BUSH — Where  he  said  that  the  necessary 
work  could  be  done  for  $300,000,  and  so  on — 
that  the  expenditure  of  a  much  less  sum  than  is 
here  provided  for  would  be  sufficient  to  take  care 
of  aviation  traffic  at  Boston  for  some  years.  1 
understand  the  letter  from  which  he  quoted  was 
an  anonymous  letter. 

Coun.  NORTON— In  regard  to  that  letter 
which  the  colleague  refers  to  as  having  been  sent 
anonymously,  and  in  regard  to  the  $300,000  that 
has  been  referred  to  as  an  amount  for  which  this 
work  could  possibly  be  done,  I  will  simply  say  that 
that  amount  is  an  amount  that  has  been  bandied 
around  among  engineers  of  this  city  for  the  last 
two  weeks,  long  before  I  received  any  letters  in 
regard  to  this  matter 

Coun.  BUSH — Mr.  President,  I  would  simply 
call  attention  to  the  fact  that  I  yielded  for  a 
question  and  not  for  a  speech.  I  would  also  refer 
to  the  fact  that  the  previous  speaker  [Coun. 
Norton]  is  somewhat  inconsistent  in  his  remarks, 
because  he  talked  about  the  possibility  of  this 
money  being  used  for  poor  relief,  and  yet  at  the 
time  when  the  budget  was  before  the  Council  he 
waB  one  of  those  who  favored  a  million  and  a  half 
reduction  in  the  budget  for  poor  relief.  Now,  in 
regard  to  the  government  stepping  in  and  taking 
over  the  airport  property  or  any  other  property  in 
time  of  need  or  time  of  war,  most  of  the  objectors 
to  this  on  that  ground  seem  to  take  the  small  man's 
attitude  which  would  indicate  that  we  are  not  a 
political  subdivision  but  are  an  entity  separate 
and  apart  from  the  United  States  of  America. 
They  fail  to  realize,  while  Boston  is  a  separate 
political  entity,  that  it  is  a  part  of  the  Common- 
wealth of  Massachusetts,  which  is  in  turn  a  part 
of  our  great  sovereign  United  States  of  America, 
and  that  anything  we  do  to  further  national  de- 
fence in  the  City  of  Boston  is  something  done 
toward  the  protection  of  the  future  of  our  entire 
nation.  The  objection  raised  that  the  govern- 
ment may  step  in  and  take  possession  of  the  air- 
port in  time  of  need  is  a  ridiculous  one,  positively 
ridiculous,  for  certainly  the  government  would 
have  no  occasion  to  interfere  with  the  use  of  that 
airport  unless  it  was  for  the  benefit  of  the  entire 
nation — and  if  it  was  for  the  benefit  of  the  entire 
nation  they  would  then  be  justified  in  mobilizing 
all  the  airports  in  the  country  for  that  purpose,  to 
protect  the  common  good  and  the  nation  as  a 
whole.  In  that  sense  patriotism  does  enter  into 
this  matter.  We  cannot  take  the  small  town 
attitude  that  just  because  the  government  can  step 
in  and  take  possession  of  the  airport,  that  is  an 
objection  to  our  spending  any  money  on  it.  Why, 
that  is  one  thing  for  which  we  should  be  glad  to 
spend  the  money.  If  it  came  to  a  time  of  need,  a 
time  of  stress,  when  protection  was  necessary  lor 
this  section  of  the  country,  we  should  all  be  happy 
to  do  as  much  as  was  possible  so  that  the  govern- 
ment might  utilize  the  airport  for  the  protection  of 
this  territory  and  of  the  country.  It  might  be  said 
that,  because  of  the  fact  that  the  government  had 
a  flying  field  here,  the  place  might  be  attacked  for 
that  very  reason.  That  might  be  so,  but  the 
facilities  of  the  flying  field  would  also  provide 
adequate  protection  for  the  territory,  which  it 
would  not  otherwise  receive  if  we  were  not  thus 
furnishing  to  the  government  facilities  for  the  use 
of  air  force.  Objection  is  made  to  the  use  of  this 
field  by  student  flyers,  with  the  suggestion  that  a 
field  for  that  purpose  should  be  somewhere  in  the 
interior;  but  the  answer  is  that  that  is  a  very  poor 
argument,  because  the  student  flyers'  field  here 
would  not  only  permit  of  the  use  of  the  ordinary 
airplane,  but  also  of  the  hydroplane.  Mr.  Presi- 
dent, the  objections  raised  here  at  various  times 
and  by  various  organizations  have  been  more  or 
less  of  a  selfish  nature  and  have  represented  a 
selfish  viewpoint.  But,  leaving  aside  the  pros 
and  cons  that  represent  the  purely  selfish  point  of 
view,  there  is  a  great  deal  of  benefit  to  be  derived 
by  the  community  from  the  further  development 
of  this  airport.  That  cannot  be  denied.  It  means 
development  both  commercially  and  industrially, 
and  also  as  a  means  of  national  defence. 

Coun.  WILSON— Mr.  President,  I  voted 
against  the  first  reading  of  the  order  two  weeks  ago, 


for  the  reason  I  then  stated,  that  at  that  time  and 
at  any  time  while  I  am  a  member  of  the  Council  I 
would  refuse  to  vote  affirmatively  on  any  question 
upon  which  debate  was  cut  off.  On  the  merits  of 
the  question  itself  1  have  rather  definite  views.  1 
agree  that  the  city  will  probably  not  spend  more 
than  $600,000  this  year  on  the  prospective  im- 
provement. 1  think  that  the  councilor  from  the 
Back  Bay  (Coun.  Curtis],  who  has  given  so  much 
time  to  this  particular  project,  is  to  be  compli- 
mented on  the  amount  of  study  he  has  devoted 
to  it.  I  am  greatly  influenced  by  the  report  he 
has  made  because  of  its  very  fairness,  but  I  realize 
that  there  are  always  two  sides  to  any  question. 
We  are  spending  at  the  present  time  thousands  of 
dollars  in  New  York  City  making  a  fight  for  the 
City  of  Boston  on  the  differential  question,  per- 
haps without  success,  and  it  appeals  to  me  that  if 
the  City  of  Boston  is  to  take  its  proper  place — 
and  a  very  important  place — in  the  affairs  of  this 
country,  such  action  as  here  proposed  should  be 
taken.  I  feel  that  what  has  been  proposed  here  in 
connection  with  this  airport  is  constructive,  and 
that  by  proceeding  in  this  direction  the  City  of 
Boston  will  be  taking  steps  to  put  itself  in  its 
rightful  place  in  matters  of  aviation,  as  compared 
with  other  cities  of  the  country  and  the  world.  As 
I  understand  the  situation,  the  Mayor  of  Boston, 
as  the  result  of  one  and  I  believe  two  trips  to 
Washington,  obtained,  through  the  intervention 
of  the  President,  the  right  to  get  Governor's 
Island.  We  have  heard  something  about  the 
pressure  that  has  been  put  on  the  members  of  this 
Council,  a  pressure  which  may  have  been  exerted 
for  and  against  the  proposition,  represents  the 
whole  story.  I  am  not  influenced  entirely  by  the 
fact  that  the  President  of  the  United  States  has 
agreed  to  give  us  the  use  of  Governor's  Island;  1 
am  not  influenced  by  the  fact  that  Congress  has 
favored  it;  I  am  not  influenced  by  the  fact,  nec- 
essarily, that  both  houses  of  the  Legislature  have 
favored  it;  nor  am  I  wholly  influenced  by  the  fact 
that  public  interest  is  shown  by  such  a  small  item 
as  a  telephone  message  from  Porter  Adams,  from 
a  hospital  bed,  the  owner  of  the  first  privately 
owned  airport  in  Massachusetts,  with  regard  to 
this  airport  proposal;  nor  am  I  entirely  influenced 
by  this  telegram  shown  me  from  Hiram  Bingham, 
not  even  a  citizen  of  Massachusetts,  but  a  national 
figure,  as  follows: 

"It  has  come  to  my  attention  that  there  is  a 
possibility  that  the  million  and  a  quarter  dollars 
authorized  by  the  Legislature  for  the  improvement 
of  the  airport  may  be  cut  down.  I  believe  that 
the  Boston  Airport  has  potentialities  which  could 
make  it  the  finest  airport  in  the  world  and  I  sinoere- 
ly  hope  that  you  and  the  other  members  of  the 
Council  will  appropriate  and  make  available  at 
once  the  entire  sum  authorized.  I  think  that  if 
the  necessary  funds  are  made  available  at  once 
Boston  will  find  itself  in  a  most  advantageous 
place  on  the  rapidly  expanding  air  map  of  America 
and  from  such  enthusiasm  as  I  noticed  when  I 
had  the  pleasure  of  being  with  you  during  maneu- 
vers I  feel  sure  that  the  taxpayers  of  the  city  will 
be  more  than  satisfied  to  see  the  authorized  appro- 
priation used  to  the  fullest  extent." 

Nor  am  I  wholly  influenced  by  the  telegram 
from  Richard  E.  Byrd: 

"It  has  come  to  my  attention  that  there  is  a 
possibility  that  the  million  and  a  quarter  author- 
ized by  the  Legislature  to  improve  the  Boston 
Airport  may  meet  with  opposition  in  the  City 
Council  and  that  an  endeavor  may  be  made  to  cut 
down  the  amount.  As  a  long-time  resident  of 
Hoston  and  as  one  of  those  who  are  greatly  inter- 
ested in  the  Boston  Airport,  1  hope  that  I  am  not 
presuming  to  give  you  my  thoughts  in  this  regard. 
Having  studi  d  the  matter  and  with  the  best 
interests  of  Boston  at  heart  I  feel  that  it  would  be 
a  calamity  not  to  utilize  the  total  amount  made 
available  by  the  action  of  the  Legislature,  for  I 
truly  believe  that  the  Hoston  Airport  has  certain 
natural  advantages  which  should  make  it  the 
leading  airport  on  the  Atlantic  Coast,  and  1  ear- 
nestly hope  that  you  and  your  associated  on  the 
( 'mined  will  see  fit  to  make  the  entire  amount 
available  immediately  in  order  that  the  potentiali- 
ties of  the  airport  may  be  utilized  to  the  fullest 
e\tent. 

"With  kindest  regards,"  and  bo  forth. 

Nor  am  1  entirely  influenced  by  those  appeals 
from  the  authorized  or  unauthorized  representa- 
tives of  the  American  Legion,  which  organization, 
like  any  other,  has  no  right  to  command  a  vote, 
affirmative  or  negative.  I  do  have  in  mind,  how- 
ever, the  excellent  point  made  by  Councilor  Curtis, 
when  he  very  fairly  admits  that  the  airport  when 
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so  developed — namely,  with  the  expenditure  of 
$600,000  at  the  present  time — will  be  entirely 
adequate  for  present  needs.  To  put  it  very  briefly, 
my  attitude  is  this,  that  my  belief  is  that  the  air- 
port should  be  treated  in  somewhat  the  same  way 
that  the  Boston  City  Hospital  has  been  treated, 
having  not  only  the  present  needs  but  the  future 
requirements  in  view,  in  plant  extensions  that  are 
made,  as  distinguished  from  the  Boston  school 
construction  program,  shown  up  by  Mr.  Goodwin 
of  the  Finance  Commission  to  this  Council  some 
months  ago,  it  appearing  that  a  large  number  of 
plots  of  land  throughout  Boston  were  bought 
during  past  years  for  the  use  of  that  department, 
and  have  been  left  unused.  I  am  convinced  that 
we  should  have  an  airport  second  to  none,  and  not 
one  just  adequate  for  present  needs. 

Coun.  CURTIS — Mr.  President  and  gentlemen, 
as  I  spoke  on  this  matter  two  weeks  ago,  I  am 
going  to  be  very  brief.  Let  us  think  what  the 
question  before  us  is,  gentlemen.  We  are  all  in 
favor  of  developing  the  present  airport  so  that 
Boston  will  have  an  airport  that  will  be  second  to 
none.  Let  us  not  take  a  small  attitude  about 
that.  Whether  that  can  be  done  for  $300,000  or 
$600,000,  or  $900,000,  I  am  for  it.  I  say  we 
should  have  the  finest  airport  in  the  United  States 
and  yet  we  do  not  have  to  go  down  and  pour  the 
taxpayers'  money  into  the  Boston  Harbor.  What 
is  the  proposition  I  am  against?  It  is  the  propo- 
sition of  going  nearly  one  mile  down  the  harbor  to 
Governor's  Island.  How  many  of  you  are  familiar 
with  it?  You  look  down  at  Governor's  Island 
from  the  airport,  nearly  one  mile  away,  with  hills 
and  valleys, — a  large  place  there, — and  I  am  not 
opposing  $1,000,000.  1  am  opposing  an  expendi- 
ture that,  mark  my  words,  is  going  to  amount  to 
$2,000,000  or  $3,000,000  before  we  get  through 
with  it.  1  say  before  Governor's  Island  is  all  dug 
away,  leveled  off  and  cinders  spread  on  it,  and 
lights  placed  there  we  are  going  to  have  to  spend  a 
great  deal  more  than  $1,000,000;  and  I  say, 
gentlemen,  that  is  not  necessary,  because  the 
present  field  when  completed  by  fills  around  it  that 
nave  been  suggested  will  be  larger  than  the  Newark 
Airport  which  serves  New  York  and  taking  into 
consideration  its  proximity  to  the  center  of  the 
city,  will  be  the  finest  airport  in  the  United  States. 
So  1  am  not  taking  a  small  attitude,  but  saying, 
"Don't  go  down  and  pour  millions  of  dollars  of  the 
taxpayers'  money  into  Boston  Harbor."  Who  has 
ever  seen  the  plan  of  what  is  going  to  be  done? 
The  only  plan  shown  by  the  Park  Commissioner 
who  has  the  matter  in  charge  was  to  fill  out  to- 
wards the  ocean  on  the  easterly  side  of  Governor's 
Island.  In  other  words,  they  are  going  to  level 
that  and  pour  that  fill  down  in  the  harbor  a  mile 
and  a  half  away  from  the  present  airport.  They 
talk  about  an  auxiliary  field  for  student  flyers. 
When  cutting  down  on  the  school  facilities  and 
cutting  down  on  the  road  construction, — and  one 
of  the  things  in  my  mind  which  is  holding  back  this 
city  is  traffic  congestion  more  than  anything  else, — 
it  is  not  time  to  vote  $1,000,000  for  spending  at 
Governor's  Island  unnecessarily.  I  think  the 
members  of  this  Council  when  they  come  up  for 
election  will  have  to  explain  to  the  taxpayers  of 
Boston  who  are  interested  in  the  schools  for  their 
children  and  the  roads  to  prevent  congestion  and 
bring  industry  into  this  district.  They  talk  about 
being  prepared  so  aviation  industry  will  come  here. 
We  will  be  prepared  and  we  will  have  the  finest 
airport  in  New  England  without  touching  Gover- 
nor's Island.  What  is  it  that  keeps  industry 
away.  It  is  the  people  who  say,  "How  is  the  tax 
situation  going  to  be?  Is  there  going  to  be  munic- 
ipal extravagance,  which  means  the  rents  and 
taxes  are  going  up  so  we  cannot  afford  to  locate 
an  industry  here?'  The  best  way  to  bring  in- 
dustry here  is  to  watch  our  step  and  nothing  will 
drive  industry  away  more  than  mounting  taxes 
that  are  upon  us.  There  has  been  high  pressure 
salesmanship  brought  to  bear  on  this  measure.  I 
have  never  seen  anything  where  we  have  been  so 
bombarded  with  letters  to  whip  us  into  line  on  this 
proposition.  The  State  Commander  sent  around 
letters,  but  when  he  got  the  facts  he  wrote  a  letter 
to  Councilman  Norton  which  took  back  everything 
he  had  said.  He  said,  "I  don't  know  how  much 
money  you  ought  to  spend.  We  want  an  A1A 
airport  for  Boston;  and  we  are  now  referred  to  the 
editorial  in  the  Traveler.  That  editorial  was  got 
out  this  afternoon  and  sent  around  in  this  little 
pink  envelope  marked  "Copy"  to  every  council- 
man. 1  say  that  is  part  of  the  pressure  which  has 
been  brought  to  bear  upon  us,  and  I  would  like  to 


quote  an  editorial  from  the  same  paper, — the 
Herald,— the  Boston  Herald  of  May  4,  1931: 

"Even  when  irrevocable  mistakes  have  been 
made,  sometimes  it  is  useful  to  mark  out  the 
wrongs  clearly  and  expose  them  to  the  public. 
Such  a  service  the  Massachusetts  Tax  Association 
has  done  today,  showing  forth  the  extravagant 
nature  of  recent  legislative  acts  authorizing  the 
City  of  Boston  to  borrow  still  more  money  outside 
its  debt  limit.  An  example  is  the  grant  of  the 
right  to  borrow  as  much  as  $1,250,000  for  further 
development  of  the  East  Boston  Airport.  'Less 
than  half  of  this  amount  was  needed  this  year,' 
the  Tax  Association  declares,  and  we  feel  confident 
that  the  authoritative  and  well-informed  leaders  of 
this  association  are  right." 

There  is  an  editorial  from  the  Herald  of  a  few 
weeks  ago  and  now  today  after  this  pressure  has 
been  brought  to  bear,  to  get  this  measure  forced 
through  this  body,  they  come  out  with  this  other 
editorial  in  favor  of  this  expenditure;  and  I  say 
that  their  first  editorial,  when  they  went  into  this 
thing  on  the  merits  is  the  one  we  should  pay 
attention  to  and  not  this  one  that  is  sent  around  to 
us  in  the  pink  slips  today.  There  is  one  other  bit 
of  information  that  we  should  have  and  that  is 
that  this  lease  has  not  yet  been  signed  by  the 
Federal  Government.  I  called  up  General  Fox 
Connor  this  morning  and  1  spoke  to  his  aide, 
Lieutenant  Brown,  and  was  informed  that  the 
lease  has  not  yet  been  signed.  Now  we  were  told 
a  month  ago  that  everything  had  been  approved 
and  that  lease  was  to  be  signed  by  the  government, 
and  why  has  it  not  been  signed?  Because  they 
are  trying  to  bring  pressure  to  bear  to  have  the 
taxpayers  of  Boston  hold  the  bag  and  go  out  there 
and  agree  to  spend  this  tremendous  amount  of 
money  on  this  development.  Of  course,  Senator 
Bingham  was  delighted  to  have  the  citizens  of 
Boston  spend  as  much  as  they  are  willing  to  spend 
to  make  an  airport  here  which  will  be  useful  to  the 
Federal  Government.  They  say  that  this  money 
has  been  appropriated  for  this  purpose.  That  is 
so,  but  the  borrowing  power  of  this  city  is  not  a 
bottomless  pit.  If  we  borrow  for  one  purpose,  we 
cannot  borrow  for  some  other  purpose  and  the 
point  I  would  like  to  leave  with  you  is  that  1 
believe  the  crying  need  for  school  facilities,  roads 
and  other  improvements  is  such  that  it  is  a  crime 
for  us  to  be  spending  $1,000,000  down  there  on 
Governor's  Island  unnecessarily  in  Boston  Harbor; 
and  it  is  not  only  the  $1,000,000,  but  we  are  in  for 
something  we  do  not  know  what  we  are  in  for  and 
before  we  get  through  it  is  likely  to  be  more  like 
$3,000,000.     So,  1  am  opposed  to  this  order. 

(•(.no.  FITZGERALD— I  won't  bother  you 
very  long,  but  this  Suffolk  County  Council  of  the 
American  Legion  is  composed  mostly  of  city 
employees,  and  the  thought  1  want  to  leave  with 
you  is  that  a  few  weeks  ago  five  hundred  men, 
nearly  four  hundred  of  whom  were  veterans,  were 
laid  off,  working  since  last  August,  and  the  mem- 
bers of  the  posts,  did  anybody  hear  them  raise  the 
cry  of  distress?  Were  they  even  anxious  to  see 
their  comrades  retained  on  the  pay  roll  of  the  city? 
East  Boston  had  some  eighteen  men  out  of  the 
entire  five  hundred.  Five  of  them  came  Irom  the 
ward  I  represent  and  certainly  in  this  chamber 
there  were  many  others  who  were  working  and 
living  in  their  district,  but  not  one  word  of  protest. 
Do  you  know  why  Commander  Paul  wrote  that 
letter?  It  was  in  request  from  this  body  who, 
through  their  underground  channels,  so  cleverly 
ensnared  Paul  and  brought  the  American  Legion 
into  politics.  There  are  men  in  this  city  who  will 
stop  at  nothing  to  satisfy  their  own  ends.  They 
would  crush  anyone  who  would  stand  in  their  way, 
whether  he  be  false  or  true.  One  member  in 
this  Council  from  my  experience  here  is  a  student 
of  government  and  on  many  occasions  he  has  dis- 
played considerable  ability  and  no  doubt  had  a 
bright  future  in  this  city  and  it  pained  me  greatly, 
and  I  say  it  sincerely,  to  see  him  taking  the  stand 
he  has  today,  for  1  hoped  he  would  be  on  the  right 
side,  although  his  vote  would  make  no  difference 
because  we  know  the  solid  avalanche  is  here  and 
no  words  on  my  part  will  change  it,  but  the  day 
will  come  when  the  tide  will  change, — I,  who  came 
from  a  ward  that  once  had  the  Mayor  of  this  city, 
— there  will  be  a  turn  and  when  they  say  no  pres- 
sure was  brought  to  bear, — perhaps  that  didn't 
bring  the  pressure  to  bear  on  the  fifteen,  but  on  the 
six  who  voted  against  it  at  the  last  meeting;  and  I 
am  amazed,  meeting  after  meeting,  and  six  long 
years  I  have  seen  in  this  Council  the  power  of  the 
Mayor,  whether  it  be  Nichols  or  Curley,  exercised 
over  this  body.     The  rights  of  individuals  in  this 
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Council  have  been  trampled  upon.  I  have  served 
in  a  Republican  Legislature,  served  there,  and  I 
never  saw  the  rights  of  the  Democrats  violated 
the  way  they  are  here  by  the  members,  and  1  am 
speaking  as  a  member  of  a  nonpartisan  body.  It 
is  get  what  they  can  regardless  of  what  might 
happen  in  a  body  of  this  kind  where  there  should 
be  a  different  spirit  manifested.  They  talk  about 
this  editorial  in  the  Traveler.  It  is  a  disgrace 
that  that  editorial  was  written  because  it  is  filled 
with  lies.  The  automobile  industry  stopped  trom 
coming  here, — what  a  lie  that  is  and  that  has  been 
used.  When  John  F.  Fitzgerald  was  Mayor  of 
this  city  one  of  these  wild  schemers  came  and 
talked  about  locating  the  automobile  industry 
here.  I  wonder  if  you  forget  we  have  the  Packard 
here?  I  don't  know  that  we  stopped  this  auto- 
mobile industry  from  coming  here.  That  is  a 
contemptible  lie  and  when  Fitzgerald  was  Mayor 
one  of  those  men  came  on  here  and  undertook  to 
finance  and  steal  a  lot  of  land.  No  Mayor  was 
more  progressive.  We  all  know  the  slogan, 
"Bigger,  Better,  Busier  Boston."  He  even  went 
over  to  Europe  to  see  Thomas  Lipton  and  others. 
People  are  leaving  South  Boston  and  Dorchester 
by  the  scores  and  going  to  Milton,  Quincy,  and 
other  distant  points.  You  cannot  deny  that. 
They  are  going  out  to  Cambridge  and  Somerville. 
Why  didn't  they  do  something  for  the  A.  &  P.  and 
First  National  Stores?  What  has  been  done  for 
them?  We  are  losing  ground;  absolutely  losing 
ground  and  the  city  is  going  back  day  by  day. 
Now  the  truth  of  the  whole  business  is  not  the 
harbor.  It  is  in  the  interest  of  certain  individuals. 
This  scheme  started  because  some  of  these  same 
individuals  when  they  sought  some  of  these  so- 
called  flyers  were  interested  in  getting  an  appro- 
Eriation  for  the  hangars  from  the  Legislature,  they 
itterly  opposed  it.  They  hadn't  grabbed  the 
land  then,  until  they  finally  got  the  Tax  Commis- 
sioner of  this  state  under  a  former  administration 
to  agree  that  they  would  buy  this  land  provided 
they  would  abate  those  taxes.  This  is  not  the 
airport.  This  is  the  entering  wedge  for  these  mud 
flats  and  the  land  they  got  over  there;  the  fore- 
runner of  the  millions  that  is  to  come.  A  power- 
ful lobby  worked  its  way  through.  When  they 
undertake  to  talk  about  the  automobile  industry 
and  compare  the  Great  Lakes  and  Detroit, — 
time  will  not  permit  me,  but  here  is  a  question,  are 
you  going  to  surrender  your  entire  manhood  and 
vote  for  anything  that  comes  into  this  Council? 
There  is  not  a  constructive  argument  made  for  it 
and  I  am  going  to  ask  these  questions  for  the 
benefit  of  the  record.  We  are  voting  for  a  pro- 
position where  the  lease  has  not  been  signed  and  I 
ask  the  attorneys  here,  would  they  advise  their 
clients  to  buy  property  without  a  clear  deed, 
voting  for  a  proposition  that  has  not  yet  been 
signed  by  the  constituted  authorities?  I  would 
like  to  know  what  took  place  on  Friday,  and  there 
was  a  conference  held  on  Saturday  where  the  Park 
Commissioner  was  present.  1  would  like  to 
know  the  result  of  that  conference.  The  Mayor 
didn't  assume  the  place  of  importance  he  did  both 
in  this  chamber  and  in  the  chamber  downstairs. 
No  better  education  could  the  members  of  this 
Council  who  are  voting  for  this  proposition, — and 
I  see  a  former  member  of  the  Council  sitting  here 
smiling, — no  better  education  could  you  receive 
than  reading  from  the  records  when  he  was  a 
member  of  the  old  Board  of  Aldermen  and  see  how 
he  opposed  these  things.  He  opposed  the  Arling- 
ton street  widening,  but  it  went  through.  I  am 
going  to  ask  these  questions: 

1.  Exactly  why  is  it  necessary  to  develop 
Governor's  Island  at  this  time? 

2.  What  conditions,  if  any,  were  included  in 
the  lease  of  Governor's  Island  to  the  city  as  a 
result  of  the  recent  conference  between  Mayor 
Curley  and  War  Department  officials? 

3.  Why  hasn't  the  area  filled  this  spring  been 
put  in  use? 

4.  Has  any  accurate  information  been  obtained 
as  to  whether  the  use  of  Governor's  Island  as  a 
lighter-than-air  base  or  as  an  additional  field  will 
endanger  shipping  in  the  harbor  channel  beside  the 
island? 

5.  Has  any  accurate  information  been  obtained 
as  to  whether  the  use  of  Governor's  Island  as  a 
lighter-than-air  base  or  as  an  additional  flying 
field  will  not  create  a  dangerous  air  congestion 
and  increase  the  danger  of  collision? 

6.  Why  is  it  proposed  to  fill  Governor's  Island 
so  far  out  to  sea  on  the  southeast  side  and  yet 
not  611  it  to  connect  with  the  present  airport 
except  for  a  small  road? 


7.  Exactly  how  is  this  money  to  be  spent? 
Are  these  estimates  based  on  engineering  surveys? 
What  engineers  made  them?  If  not,  on  what  are 
they  based? 

8.  Is  this  money  to  be  spent  in  getting  an 
A1A  rating  for  the  present  field  before  any  is 
spent  on  Governor's  Island? 

9.  If  the  present  airport  is  completed  so  that 
it  is  up  to  A1A,  how  much  money  will  be  left  for 
the  Governor's  Island  project?  How  much  more 
will  be  needed  to  complete  the  Governor's  Island 
project? 

10.  Has  the  present  operators  at  the  field  and 
the  Boston  Municipal  Air  Board  been  consulted 
on  this  project?     If  so,  how  do  they  feel  about  it? 

Now  who  should  be  in  a  better  position  to  know? 
Those  who  operate  the  field  do  not  favor  it  and 
yet  we  are  asked  to  do  this.  Why  this  great  rush 
and  hurry?  We  have  two  years  to  do  it.  It  is 
only  a  beginning.  When  Foss  was  Governor  he 
undertook  this  and  they  could  have  put  it  over 
but  they  said  we  can  do  these  things  now.  I  have 
talked  to  prominent  members  of  the  Legislature 
and  they  said,  "We  will  send  it  down  there  for  the 
Council  to  handle."  Of  course,  the  Legislature 
should  be  in  a  position  to  stem  these  things  and 
should  not  send  it  down  here.  They  are  fighting, 
according  to  the  newspapers,  to  save  68  cents  on 
the  tax  rate.  Schools  are  needed  in  Dorchester 
and  East  Boston.  The  West  End  and  the  North 
End  and  the  South  End  are  badly  in  need  of 
better  streets;  badly  in  need  of  open  spaces. 
The  Mayor  came  back  and  devoted  a  considerable 
amount  of  time  on  the  radio  and  said  they  had 
eliminated  the  slums  from  the  city  of  London. 
Wouldn't  it  be  far  better  to  give  these  slums  open- 
air  spaces?  Tear  down  the  slums  of  this  city 
instead  of  spending  money  for  airports.  It  is  a 
question  in  the  mind  of  many  people  whether  it 
is  needed  or  not,  but  no  amount  of  talking  on  my 
part  will  change  it,  but  1  have  this  in  mind:  The 
records  of  this  Council  will  stand  and  there  are 
men  here  who  years  from  now  will  look  upon  it 
with  regret  at  the  action  taken  here.  When 
Nichols  came  in  the  tax  rate  was  raised  $5.  The 
crying  need  all  over  this  country  is  to  retrench. 
Wardell  said  last  week  Boston  borrowed 
$14,000,000  and  something  has  got  to  be  done 
to  retrench  and  the  great  sufferer  will  eventually 
be  the  city  employee  because  when  they  begin  to 
cut  expenses,  salaries  will  be  cut  and  they  are  the 
ones  that  will  receive  it  first,  but  as  stated  here 
the  employment  of  labor  has  never  been  taken 
into  consideration.  If  five  hundred  men  were 
needed  to  work  in  the  City  of  Boston  from  the 
month  of  August  until  June  4,  why  that  sudden 
change?  On  investigation  it  was  discovered  by 
me,  money  was  taken  out  of  the  budget.  1  pleaded 
for  that  budget  to  lay  over,  but  without  avail. 
They  haven't  any  difficulty  in  coming  in  here 
today  and  telling  you  on  account  of  typographical 
errors  they  have  money  for  this  and  that;  money 
for  the  loan  but  not  the  laborers, — five  hundred  of 
them.  They  are  the  men  laid  off  from  May  26  to 
June  4  and  nothing  was  done.  The  items  were 
reduced  in  the  budget  and  they  were  left  high 
and  dry.  No  doubt  many  of  them  in  the  gallery 
today  who  were  laid  off  during  that  crisis  when 
the  money  was  not  found  further  to  be  available 
and  still  the  Suffolk  County  Council  would  be 
doing  their  duty  better  if  they  would  take  care 
of  their  fellow  members  and  let  the  airport  rest 
for  a  while.  Many  of  them  gave  all  they  had  in 
the  service  of  their  country  in  the  time  of  war. 
Now,  Mr.  President,  as  I  say,  I  feel  that  3600,000 
is  sufficient.  Others  thought  different,  but  I  do 
not  believe  in  passing  a  proposition  with  such 
false  propaganda  and  I  warn  this  Council  that  it 
will  not  he  lung  till  this  whole  matter  will  be 
exploded.  1  said  two  years  ago  there  was  an 
opportunity  for  a  John  B,  Munin  in  this  town; 
if  a  George  Seabury  will  only  come  to  the  front, 
and  1  say  it  will  be  well  for  the  District,  Attorney 
of  this  county  to  watch  the  proceedings  from  this 
on  and  watch  the  money  that  will  fall  into  the 
coffers  of  certain  individuals  who  will  become  the 
beneficiary  and  then  he  will  be  doing  his  duty  by 
the  public  of  this  city.  Let  him  now  arouse  him- 
self on  this  question  and  watch  out;  watch  Uic 
expenditure  and  let  him  do  n»  they  do  m  the  city 
of  New  York,  watch  and  protect.  I  In  Maaaa 
chusctts  Legislature  is  the  place  these  tilings  can 
be  stopped,  or  by  the  Attoriiey-Cencral  or  the 
District  attorney.  It  ie  useless  for  anybody  to 
stand  here  and  plead  for  this  because  it  is  of  no 
avail.  Some  of  the  stuff  that  they  built  over 
there    now    iB    rotten    beyond    repair.     The    con- 
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tractor  didn't  do  what  was  right  and  necessary 
and  there  was  complaint  for  the  Building  Depart- 
ment to  step  in,  but  they  got  away  with  a  lot  of 
things.  But  watch  the  East  Boston  proposition 
and  watch  the  filling  in  of  Governor's  Island  and 
I  also  predict  they  will  come  in  now  for  conse- 
quential damages  and  I  hope  certain  members  of 
the  Council  will  have  the  courage  to  change  their 
votes  and  let  them  see  what  will  happen,  but  I 
know  they  won't.  Why  did  those  men  go  over 
there  to  take  land  under  water;  take  those  mud 
flats?  There  is  one  man  here,  a  member  of  this 
Council,  and  his  knowledge  of  that  situation  is  far 
greater  than  any  member  of  this  body;  his  knowl- 
edge of  real  estate  and  certain  things  in  this  city 
cannot  be  questioned,  but  I  am  not  here  to  bring 
up  those  matters,  and  I  do  not  desire  to  inflict 
them  in  this  debate,  but  I  would  have  the  satis- 
faction of  seeing  justice  done  in  these  matters  not 
very  far  off.  Members  may  smile  and  think 
because  they  have  the  minority  here  under  their 
thumb — minorities  are  necessary  and  they  are  a 
good  thing  and  the  minority  may  have  their  satis- 
faction because  we  are  not  voting  for  a  proposition 
we  know  is  wrong  and  in  justice  to  the  section  I 
represent  which  is  crying  for  playgrounds  and 
parks;  why  should  I  vote  for  an  airport?  I  vote 
to  represent  the  people  who  sent  me  here.  I  do 
not  propose  to  be  drawn  into  line  and  allow  those 
certain  schemers  that  are  behind  this  proposition 
to  laugh  at  this  Council  as  they  have  for  a  long 
time. 

Coun.  HEIN — I  don't  believe  that  talking  this 
thing  over  for  twenty-four  hours  is  going  to  change 
anybody's  vote,  and  I,  therefore,  move  the  previous 
question. 

The  motion  for  previous  question  was  declared 
lost. 

Coun.  NORTON — In  the  debate  ensuing  as  a 
result  of  this  order,  my  colleague  for  the  second 
time  has  stated  that  when  the  budget  was  up  for 
approval  before  the  Council  this  year  I  favored  a 
restriction  in  the  amount  given  to  the  poor  depart 
ment.  I  will  give  $1,000  to  charity  if  any  mem- 
ber of  this  body  with  the  exception  of  the  colleague 
from  Roxbury,  either  through  the  official  record 
or  from  their  own  memory,  will  stand  here  on 
this  floor  and  state  that  Norton  favored  a  reduc- 
tion in  poor  relief.  I  have  made  a  study  through- 
out this  nation  of  the  poor  departments.  In 
Detroit  today  there  is  a  maximum  of  $10  a  week, 
Philadelphia,  with  three  times  our  population, 
charitable  organizations  are  taking  care  of  the 
poor  and  the  Department  of  Publio  Welfare's 
orders  are  no  longer  accepted.  The  Public  Wel- 
fare Department  of  Philadelphia  is  broke.  A  study 
of  the  welfare  departments  of  this  nation  shows 
we  have  to  be  careful  here  if  we  too  are  not  forced 
to  cut  down  our  appropriations,  which  I  hope  we 
never  are.  Now,  why  the  colleague  from  Roxbury 
should  insist  on  reading  into  the  record  something 
that  is  not  there,  I  don't  know,  but  I  think  every 
colleague  knows  my  stand  on  the  poor  department. 
1  voted  against  that  budget  because  I  was  here 
for  a  year  and  found  the  budget  in  many  respects 
should  be  cut  down.  I  want  to  cut  out  favoritism 
in  city  departments  and  I  enumerated  both  here 
and  across  the  street  and  made  three  charges. 
You  didn't  hear  them,  did  you?  I  made  three 
specifio  charges  when  I  was  challenged  by  the 
friends  of  the  Mayor.  I  do  not  like  to  disagree 
with  the  Mayor.  Personally,  the  man  thrills  me. 
I  toddled  around  after  him  as  a  child.  When  a 
writer  for  the  Boston  Post  was  writing  a  series  of 
articles  about  him,  he  said,  "Go  down  and  see 
Clement  Norton  of  the  City  Council."  I  dislike 
to  have  to  disagree  with  the  Mayor.  I  don't  feel 
there  is  anything  personal  about  this,  but  1  am 
here  respresenting  a  ward  in  Boston  and  I  am 
looking  upon  these  matters  from  the  standpoint 
of  what  I  consider  right  and  just.  There  is 
always  reason  on  both  sides  and  because  I  have 
to  differ  with  the  Mayor  should  not  be  a  matter 
for  the  intrusion  of  personalities.  The  Mayor 
feels  that  this  business  of  the  airplanes  will  be  so 
exaggerated  in  the  next  few  years  that  to  bring 
these  giant  planes  here  they  will  have  to  go  up 
six  miles  and  travel  three  or  four  hundred  miles  an 
hour.  He  can  visualize  that.  1  can  see  where  he 
is  figuring  on  this,  but  at  the  same  time  I  feel  the 
city  finances  cannot  afford  the  expenditure  of  this 
money  at  this  hour. 

Coun.  HEIN  moved  the  previous  question  and 
asked  for  a  roll  call. 

The  motion  for  the  previous  question  was  lost. 
Yeas — Coun.  Hein — 1.     Nays  19. 

Coun.   DONOVAN— In    1922,    Mr.   President, 


the  Legislature  placed  an  airport  in  East  Boston. 
Had  I  been  a  member  of  the  Legislature  in  1922 
I  would  have  voted  against  placing  it  there,  but 
since  the  airport  has  been  placed  in  East  Boston 
and  since  1923  I  have  been  hoping  for  the  material 
growth  and  development  of  East  Boston.  By 
virtue  of  the  fact  it  is  located  in  EaBt  Boston 
and  by  virtue  of  the  fact  East  Boston  has  got  to 
develop  to  the  east:  I  am  interested  in  the  reclama- 
tion of  the  flats,  the  East  Boston  flats  known  as 
the  First  Section  area.  I  listened  to  the  colleague 
from  Ward  3  wherein  he  referred  to. the  flats  in 
East  Boston.  I  wish  the  airport  was  tied  on  to 
Ward  3  instead  of  1.  If  the  truth  of  the  situa- 
tion be  known,  I  have  voted  for  Ward  3.  I  voted 
for  the  widening  of  Cambridge  street.  East 
Boston  has  been  fair  with  the  West  End,  but  I 
haven't  found  it  once  voting  for  East  Boston. 
Years  ago  they  voted  against  the  widening  of 
Bennington  street.  Following  they  voted  against 
the  East  Boston  Tunnel  bill  and  are  again  voting 
against  the  development  of  East  Boston.  I  am 
not  interested  in  what  contractor  will  get  the 
contract,  but  interested  in  the  improvement  to 
bring  business  to  East  Boston.  I  am  interested 
in  the  development  of  the  Port  of  Boston.  It  is 
in  its  infancy.  It  has  been  proven  in  Europe 
that  the  airplane  is  a  common  carrier.  At  the 
present  time  there  has  a  business  concern  gone 
into  East  Boston  with  these  water  planes,  or  what- 
ever they  call  them.  They  are  delivering  mail. 
This  is  not  a  question  of  the  reclamation  of  mud 
flats  alone.  This  is  placing  Boston  in  an  A1A 
position;  the  best  airport  on  the  Atlantic  Coast. 
With  reference  to  the  $1,250,000,  this  money  has 
to  be  utilized  for  the  specific  purpose  of  developing 
the  airport.  We  can  all  find  fault  with  the  Mayor. 
We  do  not  know  yet  what  is  in  store  and  the 
Mayor  has  visualized  some' development;  visual- 
ized development  of  the  Port  of  Boston  and  I  am 
going  to  ask  my  colleagues  to  stand  with  me  and 
vote  for  the  $1,250,000. 

Coun.  KELLY — I  have  no  objection  and  I 
don't  think  any  of  the  councilors  have  any  objec- 
tion to  the  councilor  from  East  Boston  being  in 
favor  of  this  measure  as  he  has  been,  but  he  made 
a  remark  that  I  think  is  very  near  true.  He  says 
he  doesn't  know  what  the  visualization  of  the 
parties  is  that  have  been  putting  this  measure 
over.  Now  for  his  information  I  want  to  say 
that  this  measure  was  introduced  here  by  the 
Mayor  of  Boston  for  selfish  reasons;  and  he  won't 
dare  contradict  it.  When  I  say  that  to  you  I  am 
telling  you  the  truth;  when  I  tell  you  here  in 
this  Council  that  the  Mayor  introduced  this 
order  calling  for  $1,250,000  now  with  a  possi- 
bility of  many  millions  in  the  very  near  future 
the  taxpayers  will  have  to  pay  for  selfish  reasons 
and  here  is  the  selfish  reason, — and  let  him  deny  it. 
He  hasn't  denied  it  and  won't  deny  it  today. 
You  saw  my  challenge  go  unanswered  because 
he  knows  I  am  telling  the  truth  and  he  cannot 
contradict  the  truth  with  all  the  oratory  that  he 
possesses  and  with  the  control  he  has  here  in 
Boston  now.  I  say  to  you,  Mr.  Mayor,  down 
stairs,  and  1  hope  you  can  hear  me,  in  behalf  of 
the  taxpayers,  you  are  a  traitor  to  Boston  by 
introducing  this  order  and  compelling  this  to  go 
through.  You,  sir,  for  selfish  reasons,  and  your 
selfish  reason  is  none  other  than  you  are  going 
to  be  a  candidate  next  year  for  Governor  and 
you  want  to  go  into  the  other  cities  of  this  state 
and  say  to  them:  "People  and  citizens,  look 
what  I  did  for  Boston;  James  M.  Curley  did  for 
Boston;  Arlington  street  widening  close  to  a 
million  dollars;  a  golf  course  and  the  great  East 
Boston  Airport."  And  then  he  will  stop  but 
just  a  moment  and  say:  "I  was  getting  $20,000 
a  year.  I  was  getting  twice  the  salary  of  the 
Governor  of  this  state  and  I  raised  the  taxes  in 
Boston  for  the  poor  people  who  sent  me  there 
$2.80  the  first  year,  and  to  meet  these  serious 
expenditures  that  I  want  to  advance  myself  in  a 
selfish  manner,  1  am  now  forced  to  raise  the  tax 
rate  again  this  year."  He  will  say  that  to  the 
people  of  other  cities  and  they  may  go  for  it. 
He  will  say:  "Send  me  there  as  your  Governor 
and  I  will  do  the  same  for  your  city  as  I  did  for 
Boston."  Now  that  is  what  he  is  up  to  and  I 
don't  believe  you  gentlemen  here  representing 
15  per  cent  of  the  taxpayers,  crying  hard  to  get 
their  own  meals, — you  fellows  hearing  those 
troubles  morning,  noon  and  night  are  going  to  be 
whipped  into  line  and  sell  those  people  who  sent 
you  here.  I  say  he  is  a  double-crosser,  and  I  ask 
you  people  here  not  to  double-cross  the  taxpayers 
and  to  vote  against  this  expenditure  that  James  M. 
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Curley  wants  to  put  through  for  selfish  reasons  in 
order  to  be  Governor  this  coming  year. 

Coun.  FITZGERALD— I  want  to  correct  one 
statement.  I  didn't  vote  against  the  widening  of 
Bennington  street  and  I  didn't  vote  against  the 
tunnel.  I  voted  to  accept  the  tunnel,  but  voted 
against  the  East  Boston  bridge  and  I  had  good 
reasons  for  doing  so.     I  have  no  regrets  for  bo  doing. 

President  McGRATH — .The  question  comes  on 
passage  of  the  order  and  the  clerk  will  call  the  roll. 

The  order  received  its  second  and  final  reading, 
yeas  16,  nays  6: 

Yeas — Coun.  Bush,  Cox,  Donovan,  Englert, 
Fish,  Gallagher,  Gleason,  Green,  Hein,  Lynch, 
Mahoney,  McGrath,  Murray,  Power,  Ruby, 
Wilson — 16. 

Nays — Coun.  Arnold,  Curtis,  Dowd,  Fitzgerald, 
Kelly,  Norton— 6. 


LOAN   FOR   SCHOOL   LAND   AND 
BUILDINGS. 

President  McGRATH  called  up,  under  un- 
finished business,  Nos.  7  and  9  on  the  calendar, 
viz: 

Ordered,  That  under  the  provisions  of  chapter 
313  of  the  Acts  of  1930,  the  sum  of  $1,200,000  be, 
and  the  same  hereby  is,  appropriated,  to  be  ex- 
pended under  the  direction  of  the  School  Com- 
mittee, for  Land  and  Buildings  for  Schools,  and 
that  to  meet  said  appropriation  the  City  Treasurer 
be  authorized  to  issue,  from  time  to  time,  upon 
request  of  the  Mayor,  bonds  or  certificates  of 
indebtedness  of  the  city  to  said  amount,  the  same 
to  be  issued  outside  the  limit  of  indebtedness. 

On  June  15,  1931,  the  foregoing  order  was  read 
once  and  passed,  yeas  21,  nays  0. 

Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  seventy-five  thousand 
dollars  be,  and  the  same  hereby  is,  appropriated, 
to  be  expended  under  the  direction  of  the  Park 
Commission  for  the  filling  and  grading,  and  the 
erection  of  suitable  bleachers,  on  the  John  H.  L. 
Noyes  Playground,  East  Boston,  and  that  to  meet 
such  expense  the  City  Treasurer  be  authorized  to 
issue,  from  time  to  time,  at  the  request  of  the 
Mayor,  bonds  or  certificates  of  indebtedness.of  the 
city  to  said  amount. 

On  June  15,  1931,  the  foregoing  order  was  read 
once  and  passed,  yeas  20,  nays  0. 

The  orders  were  severally  read  a  second  time 
and  again  passed,  yeas  20,  nays  0. 


CONFIRMATION       OF      CONSTABLES. 

Coun.  WILSON  called  up  from  the  calendar, 
under  unfinished  business,  the  following  appoint- 
ments of  constables  by  the  Mayor: 

April  6,  1931,  William  E.  Elton,  George  N. 
Hughes,  Thomas  J.  Killian  and  Joseph  J.  O'Mara. 

May  4,  1931,  Bernard  M.  Mullen. 

June  15,  1931,  William  Calabrese,  Robert  B. 
Scott,  Allan  Parker,  Michael  J.  Duggan,  Michael 
F.  Simmons,  Philip  BernBtein  and  Henry  Atwood. 

The  question  came  on  confirmation.  Com- 
mittee, Coun.  Gallagher  and  Donovan.  Whole 
number  of  ballots,  17;  yeas  17,  and  the 
appointments  were  confirmed. 


WIDENING   ENTRANCE   TO   AUSTIN 
STREET. 

Coun.  GREEN  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Board  of  Street  Commis- 
sioners be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the 
Mayor,  to  furnish  the  City  Council  with  an  esti- 
mate for  widening  the  entrance  to  Austin  street, 
Charlestown,  at  Main  street,  by  rounding  off  both 
corners. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


ACCEPTANCE   OF   SUNNYMEAD 
TERRACE. 

Coun.  HEIN  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Board  of  Street  Commis- 
sioners be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the 
Mayor,  to  lay  out  and  accept  Sunnymead  terrace, 
Ward  21,  aB  a  public  highway. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


AID   ADVANCED    NEEDY   CITIZENS. 

Coun.  DOWD  offered  the  following: 

Whereas,  His  Honor  the  Mayor  has  seen  fit  to 
order  a  reduction  in  the  amount  of  aid  advanced 
needy  citizens  of  Boston;    therefore,  be  it 

Resolved,  That  the  Boston  City  Council  go  on 
record  as  being  absolutely  opposed  to  any  such 
action. 

Coun.  DOWD — Now  the  Council  has  been 
extravagant  and  voted  $1,250,000,  let  us  pay  a 
little  attention  to  the  condition  in  Boston.  We 
were  all  surprised  to  learn  that  the  Mayor  has 
ordered  a  cut  to  all  individuals  receiving  aid. 
God  knows  those  poor  unfortunates  receiving 
money  were  receiving  very  small  amounts.  I 
wish  the  Mayor  of  Boston  would  come  with  me  up 
to  the  Roxbury  section  where  he  formerly  lived 
and  see  families  with  six  receiving  a  pittance  of 
$12;  eight  in  the  family  receiving  $15  a  week.  I 
wish  he  would  go  out  to  those  houses  where  they 
owe  from  two  to  six  months'  rent;  where  the 
electricity  and  gas  have  been  turned  off.  Now 
we  see  the  great  Mayor  of  this  city  who  in  all  his 
political  speeches  has  stated  he  was  the  champion 
of  the  poor  people  and  the  laboring  men;  it  is  the 
most  contemptible,  inhumane  and  most  cold- 
blooded official  act  that  any  Mayor  of  Boston  has 
ever  done.  1  think  it  is  absolutely  true  when  I 
say  that  two  years  ago.  just  before  Christmas, 
when  Mayor  Malcolm  E.  Nichols  ordered  a  cut, 
that  the  then  chairman  of  the  Board  of  OverseerB 
would  not  stand  for  it  and  before  the  controversy 
was  through  the  chairman  and  five  or  six  other 
members  of  the  Board  were  forced  to  resign . 
Now,  the  Mayor  says  every  commodity  in  life  has 
come  down  and  the  people  themselves  should  be 
cut  down.  This  cut,  of  course,  affects  everyone 
as  a  man  in  an  official  position  at  the  Overseers 
informed  me  that  it  reaches  in  so  far  as  even  the 
Mothers'  Aid;  and  I  believe  that  is  correct  be- 
cause I  found  only  this  morning  a  widow  with  two 
children  who  informed  me  that  she  has  been 
allowed  the  munificent  sum  of  $10  a  week  to 
clothe,  feed,  light,  and  pay  rent  out  of  the  $10  a 
week.  Well,  let  us  see  what  the  situation  is  just 
around  Boston.  Take  Cambridge,  a  family  with 
three  children  and  a  mother  receive  $16.75  a  week; 
more  money  now  than  the  City  of  Boston  paid  on 
the  Widows'  Aid.  A  family  of  six  children  re- 
ceives $24.25  a  week.  You  go  to  Somerville  and 
find  a  mother  and  three  children  receiving  $16  a 
week  and  a  mother  with  six  children  receiving  $20 
a  week.  The  same  thing  applies  to  Medford; 
three  children  and  a  mother  $20;  seven  children, 
$23.  Everett,  three  children,  $17;  six  children, 
$22;  and  seven  children  $27  a  week.  I  say  while 
the  commodities  of  life  might  have  been  cut  down 
the  one  big  item  that  anyone  is  forced  to  meet  is 
the  rent  and  with  an  increase  in  taxes  the  rentals 
will  not  come  down  and  there  is  likelihood  that  the 
rents  might  go  up  on  these  poor  unfortunates. 
We  appropriated  $6,432,708.  The  Mayor  of 
Boston  says  we  will  need  $7,641,000,  making  a  def- 
icit of  $1,000,000.  So,  therefore,  we  are  going  to 
take  it  out  of  the  poor  people.  We  are  going  to  give 
them  a  cut  that  will  average  18  or  19  per  cent.  I 
say  to  the  Mayor  of  Boston  that  there  is  no  ne- 
cessity for  a  cut  in  the  Welfare  Department  of  the 
City  of  Boston.  .Some  of  the  councilors  might 
raise  the  argument, — "Where  are  we  going  to  get 
the  money?"  1  will  tell  you  where.  The  first 
thing  is  to  cut  out  the  Copley-Plaza  and  the 
Parker  House  dinners  to  large  groups  costing  $3 
or  $4  a  plate  while  the  poor  people  of  Boston  are 
compelled  to  starve.  Take  the  public  buildings; 
do  not  let  them  spend  a  cent  on  repairs  because 
as  a  matter  of  fact,  they  do  not  need  repairs. 
They  are  only  repairing  them  so  a  favored  con- 
tractor can  get  a  job.  Take  every  department 
and  run  through  the  budget  for  six  months  and 
make  them  stop  their  unnecessary  expenditures. 
Stop  your  band  concerts  and  flowers  and  loving 
cups  and  everything  else,  but  do  not  subject  these 
poor  people  to  the  cut  and  reduce  them  to  a 
starvation  wage.  A  mother  now  receiving  $15  a 
week  cannot  support  properly  those  children.  As 
I  said  before,  their  light  and  gas  are  now  being 
turned  off  and  most  of  them  the  only  light  they 
have  is  candlelight  or  gasolene  torch,  or  something 
else.  I  don't  think  any  member  of  the  Council 
can  defend  the  Mayor  of  Boston  when  he  said, 
"We  must  save  81,200,000  from  the  Public  Welfare 
of  the  City  of  Boston."  If  the  Mayor  of  BoBton 
had  adopted  the  investigation  which  we  started 
in  this  City  Council  and  which  he  refused  to  go 
through  with  because  of  the  fact  he  knew  and  I 
know  that  if  a  proper  investigation  was  started 
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among  the  Overseers  of  the  Public  Welfare  there 
would  be  more  scandal  uncovered  than  in  any 
political  history  in  the  City  of  Boston,  and  I  think 
any  contention  or  remarks  I  have  made  in  this 
Council  have  been  substantiated  by  the  Mayor's 
personal  friend,  the  chairman  of  the  Finance 
Commission,  Mr.  Goodwin,  when  he  states  in  an 
editorial  in  the  paper  that  the  present  Board  of 
twelve  should  be  removed  and  a  paid  commission 
or  a  paid  head  appointed  down  in  the  Overseers  of 
the  Public  Welfare.  That  is  proof  enough  that 
the  department  is  not  run  on  an  efficient  basis. 
That  is  proof  that  there  is  waste  and  leakage  in 
every  branch  of  that  department.  If  the  Mayor 
of  Boston  had  accepted  our  recommendations 
when  we  proved  conclusively,  without  a  reason- 
able doubt,  that  the  New  England  Ice  and  Coal 
Company  received  over  $62,000  for  coal  there 
would  have  been  a  saving  of  $7,500  in  that  one 
department  alone.  And  what  is  the  answer  the 
chairman  of  the  Board  of  Overseers  gives  to  the 
Council  when  we  ask  why  they  retain  the  New 
England  Ice  and  Coal  Company?  Let  me  read 
the  answer.  It  is  so  intelligent  I  won't  ask  them 
for  any  more  answers. 

"Dear  Sir, — Replying  to  the  City  Council  order 
asking  to  be  advised  of  the  reason  for  the  depart- 
ment making  purchases  from  the  New  England 
Ice  and  Coal  Company,  the  Board  of  Overseers  of 
the  .Public  Welfare  desires  to  state  that  the  com- 
pany is  one  of  several  companies  which  serves 
the  department  in  the  delivery  of  coal,  that  the 
company  has  given  excellent  service  for  several 
years,  and  charges  the  same  price  for  delivery  as 
do  all  of  the  companies. 

Very  truly  yours, 

Simon  E.  Hecht,  Chairman." 

That  is  the  answer  we  got  from  the  unpaid 
commission  about  the  New  England  Ice  and  Coal 
Company, — the  statement  they  g^ve  excellent 
service  despite  the  fact  they  have  been  convicted 
in  court;  and  I  say  to  the  Mayor  there  is  a  chance 
there  to  save  $100,000  of  the  taxpayers'  money 
which  can  be  used  for  the  poor  people  of  Boston. 
Mr.  President  and  members  of  this  Council,  I 
reiterate  the  statement  I  have  made  that  I  think 
it  is  the  most  inhumane  and  contemptible  act, 
the  most  cold-blooded  official  act  of  any  Mayor 
of  this  city  who  sends  up  orders  into  this  Council 
for  millions  and  millions  of  dollars  of  no  material 
benefit  to  the  taxpayers,  which  they  eventually 
will  have  to  pay,  and  then  in  the  same  breath 
say,  "  We  have  got  to  save  $1,200,000,  or  IS  per 
cent  cut  to  every  individual  receiving  aid  within 
the  City  of  Boston." 

Coun.  HEIN — I  would  like  to  ask  a  question. 
How  is  he  going  to  spend  his  4th  of  July  celebra- 
tion,— or  is  he  going  to  turn  it  back  to  the  Overseers 
of  the  Welfare  Department? 

Coun.  DOWD — If  the  gentleman  from  Brighton 
has  a  very  retentive  memory,  and  I  don't  believe 
he  has,  I  stood  and  advocated  that  the  Public 
Celebrations  Committee  be  cut  down  $50,000  and 
I  say  to  you  and  the  members  of  this  Council 
that  I  would  rather  see  the  children  in  my  ward 
go  without  ice  cream  and  see  the  poor  starving 
families  given  nourishing  food. 

Coun.  NORTON — I  want  to  be  recorded  as 
very  much  in  favor  of  this  worthy  order.  I  think 
it  is  one  of  the  finest  orders  introduced  here  for  a 
good  long  time.  I  say  this:  That  the  gentlemen 
downstairs,  the  visitors,  are  limited  now  to  keep- 
ing down  appropriations  to  the  minimum.  I  say 
they  should  not  be  further  limited.  I  have  a 
visitor  in  my  ward  who  when  I  call  his  attention 
to  a  worthy  case  is  on  the  job  looking  into  it. 
Then  when  a  decision  is  made,  if  I  think  it  is  too 
small,  he  tells  me  that  he  is  limited  down  there. 
So  far  as  he  was  concerned, — a  very  big-hearted 
fellow,  he  would  give  more,  but  he  is  limited  by 
the  powers  down  there.  So  I  say  that  it  is  a  very 
cold-blooded  attempt  on  the  Mayor's  part  to  cut 
down  this  particular  end  of  the  government  that 
affects  so  many  poor  unfortunates  who  never  had 
to  ask  for  aid  before  in  their  lives.  I  say  it  is 
not  the  proper  way.  I  say  cut  out  these  other 
luxuries  that  are  going  on  and  these  foolish  expend- 
itures. We  know  you  are  going  to  claim  that 
the  Public  Welfare  has  increased  the  taxes;  more 
publicity  about  how  the  Public  Welfare  has 
increased,  but  nobody  will  be  deceived  this  year. 
They  know  it  is  because  of  the  foolish  expenditures 


you  are  making  downstairs  there  and  so  I  say  I 
hope  this  order  will  be  passed  unanimously,  under 
suspension  of  our  rules. 

The  order  was  passed  under  a  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


REGISTRATION  POINTS  FOR  OLD-AGE 

PENSION  APPLICANTS. 
Coun.  DOWD  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Overseers  of  the  Public  Wel- 
fare be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor, 
to  open  up  different  registration  points  throughout 
the  city  for  the  registering  of  applicants  for  the 
old-age  pension. 

Passed  under  a  suspension  of  the  rule. 


REPORT   OF   COMMITTEE  ON 
UNCLAIMED   BAGGAGE. 

Coun.  RUBY  made  the  following  report: 

The  Committee  on  Unclaimed  Baggage,  to 
whom  was  referred  June  15,  1931,  the  petition  of 
the  Boston  &  Maine  Railroad  to  sell  unclaimed 
baggage,  having  considered  the  same,  respectfully 
recommends  the  passage  of  the  accompanying 
order. 

Ordered,  That  the  Boston  &  Maine  Railroad  be 
authorized  to  sell  at  public  auction,  on  or  before 
September  1,  1931,  the  articles  remaining  unclaimed 
in  the  possession  of  said  railroad  in  the  City  of 
Boston. 

The  report  was  accepted,  and  the  question  came 
on  the  passage  of  the  order. 

Coun.  KELLY — Mr.  President,  I  would  like  to 
ask  the  chairman  of  this  very  important  Com- 
mittee on  Unclaimed  Baggage,  of  which  I  happen 
at  present  to  have  had  the  grand  and  extreme 
pleasure  of  being  appointed  a  member,  when  this 
meeting  was  held,  and  whether  I  was  properly 
notified? 

Coun.  RUBY — Mr.  President,  in  answer  to  the 
question  of  the  councilor,  I  would  call  attention 
to  the  fact  that  he  asked  whether  he  could  go 
down  and  inspect  the  baggage,  and  I  gave  him 
authority,  as  chairman  of  the  committee,  to  act 
for  the  committee  in  inspecting  the  baggage,  and 
he  promised  me  that  he  would  make  a  tour  of 
inspection. 

Coun.  MURRAY— Mr.  President,  I  think  the 
matter  should  lie  on  the  table  until  Councilor 
Kelly  goes  down  and  completes  his  inspection. 

The  order  was  passed. 


SIDEWALK    ON    HOLMFIELD    AVENUE. 

Coun.  NORTON  offered  the  follow  ing: 

Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  make  a  sidewalk  along  Holmfield  avenue 
(both  sides),  from  690  River  street  to  Neponset 
River,  Ward  18,  in  front  of  the  estates  bordering 
thereon;  said  sidewalk  to  be  from  3  to  10  inches 
above  the  gutter  adjoining,  to  be  from  5  to  12 
feet  in  width,  and  to  be  built  of  artificial  stone 
with  granite  edgestones,  under  the  provisions  of 
chapter  196  of  the  Special  Acts  of  1917. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


SIDEWALK  ON  METROPOLITAN  AVENUE. 
Coun.  NORTON  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  make  a  sidewalk  along  Metropolitan  avenue 
(one  side),  from  River  street  to  high  school, 
Ward  18,  in  front  of  the  estates  bordering  thereon, 
said  sidewalk  to  be  from  3  to  10  inches  above  the 
gutter  adjoining,  to  be  from  5  to  12  feet  in  width, 
and  to  be  built  of  artificial  stone,  with  granite 
edgestones,  under  the  provisions  of  chapter  196 
of  the  Special  Acts  of  1917.. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


JUNE    29,    1931. 
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INFORMATION   REQUESTED    FROM 
CORPORATION   COUNSEL. 

Coun.  NORTON  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,    That    the    Corporation    Counsel    be 

requested   to  furnish   the  City  Council  with   the 

following  information: 

1.  Under  what  law  does  the  Mayor  have 
authority  to  execute,  on  behalf  of  the  city,  con- 
tracts, leases,  or  agreements  for  periods  of  time 
extending  beyond  his  term  of  office? 

2.  Has  the  Mayor  authority  to  obligate  the 
city  to  the  subsequent  expenditure  of  public 
money,  as  a  condition  of  said  contract,  lease   or 


agreement,  if  the  money  has  not  been  made  avail- 
able up  to  the  time  of  said  execution  by  concurrent 
action  of  the  Mayor  and  City  Council  in  accord- 
ance with  the  provisions  of  the  City  Charter? 

3.  If  the  Mayor  has  obligated  the  city  to  the 
expenditure  of  public  money  as  a  condition  of  said 
contract,  lease  or  agreement,  is  the  City  Council 
thereby  under  any  legal  compulsion  subsequently 
to  make  that  money  available? 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 

Adjourned,  on  motion  of  Coun.  HEIN,  at 
5.35  p.  m.,  to  meet  on  Monday,  July  13,  1931,  at 
2  p.  m. 


3TTY  OP   BOSTON 


25)       PRINTING   DEPARTMBNT 
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Proceedings  of  City  Council. 


Monday,  July  13,  1931. 
Regular  meeting   of   the   City   Council    in    the 
Council  Chamber  at  2  p.  m.,  President  McGRATH 
in   the   qhair.     Absent,    Coun.  Arnold  and  Coun. 
Gallagher. 


JURORS   DRAWN. 

Jurors  were  drawn,  under  the  law,  Coun.  RUBY 
presiding  at  the  box  in  the  absence  of  his  Honor, 
Mayor  Curley,  as  follows: 

Two  additional  Grand  Jurors,  Superior  Criminal 
Court,  to  appear  August  3,  1931: 

Florence  Driscoll,  Ward  1;  Frank  E.  Gundal, 
Ward  10. 

Thirty  traverse  jurors,  Superior  Criminal  Court, 
Second  Session,  to  appear  August  3,  1931: 

Joseph  E.  Bois,  Ward  1;  Cecil  M.  Grey,  Ward  1; 
Walter  J.  Kean,  Jr.,  Ward  1;  Frank  W.  Maginnis, 
Ward  2;  Joseph  B.  O'Donnell,  Ward  2;  Vincent 
Barone,  Ward  3;  Patrick  J.  Dillon,  Ward  6; 
Lawrence  W.  Flynn,  Ward  6;  Eugene  M.  Flanagan, 
Ward  7;  James  E.  McKeever,  Ward  7;  Bernard  M. 
Dolan,  Ward  10;  John  W.  Sheehy,  Ward  10; 
Edward  J.  Franz,  Ward  11;  John  Joseph  Murray, 
Ward  11;  James  W.  Barkhouse,  Ward  12;  Harry 
Falkron,  Ward  12;  Richard  J.  Cotter,  Ward  13; 
Edmond  J.  Doherty,  Ward  13;  Edward  I.  Brown, 
Ward  14;  John  R.  Flynn,  Ward  14;  Max  Kline, 
Ward  14;  Samuel  Mazer,  Ward  14;  Edward 
Donovan,  Ward  15;  Frederick  L.  Riley,  Ward  15; 
Richard  J.  Drew,  Ward  16;  William  H.  Hogan, 
Ward  16;  George  A.  Magee,  Ward  16;  Joseph 
Maglio,  Ward  16;  James  L.  Macpherson,  Ward  17; 
George  E.  Jordan,  Ward  19. 


APPROPRIATION  FOR  COMMERCIAL,  IN- 
DUSTRIAL AND  PUBLICITY  BUREAU. 

The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  July  13,  1931. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  beg  to  submit  herewith  commu- 
nication received  from  the  Commercial,  Industrial 
and  Publicity  Bureau,  setting  forth  that  the  sum 
of  $7,500  is  necessary  to  carry  on  its  work  for  the 
remainder  of  the  year.  Accordingly,  I  recommend 
the  adoption  of  the  accompanying  order. 
Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

Ordered,  That  a  sum  not  in  excess  of  $7,500  be 
expended,  under  the  direction  of  the  Mayor,  by 
the  Commercial,  Industrial  and  Publicity  Bureau 
in  the  prosecution  of  its  duties,  said  sum  to  be 
charged  to  the  Reserve  Fund. 

Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 


SUFFOLK  COUNTY  CLASSIFICATION 

RULES. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  July  8,  1931. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  beg  to  submit  herewith  commu- 
nication received  from  the  Budget  Commissioner 
and  which  is  self-explanatory  and  respectfully 
recommend  the  adoption  of  the  same. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Budget  Department,  July  3,  1931. 
Hon.  James  M.  Curley, 

Mayor  of  Boston. 
Dear  Sir, — The  rules  for  the  administration  of 
the    classification    and    compensation    plans    for 


employees  of  Suffolk  County  provide  that  "the 
entrance  rate  payable  to  any  person  on  the  first 
appointment  to  a  position"  in  the  county  service 
shall  be  "  the  lowest  or  minimum  rate  in  the  sched- 
ule" for  the  position  to  which  the  appointment 
is  made. 

In  any  ordinary  year  the  administration  of  this 
rule  would  present  no  difficulty.  This  year, 
however,  it  has  been  necessary  because  of  existing 
economic  conditions  to  suspend  all  salary  adjust- 
ments and  increases.  As  a  result  there  are  persons 
now  employed  in  the  county  service  who  receive 
less  than  the  minimum  rates  fixed  for  their  posi- 
tions. To  permit  new  entrants  in  these  positions 
to  receive  the  minimum  rate  would  be  unfair  to 
those  already  in  the  service  who  now  receive  less 
than  the  minimum.  To  remedy  this  situation  I 
suggest  that  the  City  Council  be  requested  to 
approve  the  accompanying  order  which  provides 
for  a  temporary  modification  of  the  rule  in  question. 
Respectfully, 

Charles  J.  Fox, 

Budget  Commissioner. 

Ordered,  That  because  of  existing  economic 
conditions  the  provisions  of  Rule  9  (a)  of  the 
"Rules  for  the  Administration  of  the  Classifica- 
tion and  Compensation  Plans  for  the  Employees 
of  Suffolk  County"  may,  for  the  present  year,  be 
interpreted  to  permit  employments  at  rates  below 
established  minimums,  where  necessary  to  provide 
for  equality  as  between  new  employees  and  persons 
now  in  the  service. 

Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 


ADDITIONAL   LAND   FOR   HOSPITAL 
PURPOSES. 

The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  bf  the  Mayor,  July  9,  1931. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  beg  to  submit  herewith  recom- 
mendation of  the  City  Hospital  Trustees  relative 
to  the  acquiring  of  additional  land  for  hospital 
purposes.  Negotiations  have  been  conducted  by 
the  municipal  real  estate  expert  with  the  repre- 
sentative of  the  owners  of  the  land,  and  an  agree- 
ment has  been  entered  into  for  the  sale  of  the 
property  in  question  for  the  sum  of  $125,000. 

The  land  in  question  is  located  at  Albany  street 
and  Massachusetts  avenue,  and  comprises  43,775 
square  feet,  with  buildings  thereon,  plus  such  land 
as  may  accrue  to  the  city  through  riparian  rights, 
in  the  event  of  the  filling  of  the  Roxbury  canal. 

The  land  in  question  was  sold  by  the  City  of 
Boston  to  the  present  owners  in  1877  for  the  sum 
of  $71,790,  and  the  present  assessed  price  of  the 
property,  both  land  and  buildings,  is  $78,000. 

The  acquisition  of  this  property  by  the  city  will 
result  in  the  ownership  by  the  city  of  a  plot  upon 
Albany  street  extending  from  Massachusetts 
avenue  north  for  a  distance  of  more  than  one 
third  of  a  mile,  and  it  is  highly  desirable  that  the 
sale  to  the  city  be  consummated. 

This  property  has  been  utilized  for  upwards  of 
sixty  years  as  a  lumber  yard  and  during  that 
entire  time  has  constituted  a  serious  fire  hazard 
to  the  entire  hospital  plant,  and,  in  addition,  the 
city  is  fortunate  in  the  purchase  of  the  property 
to  the  extent  that  the  buildings  at  present  thereon 
do  not  represent  an  excessive  value. 

Accordingly,  I  recommend  the  adoption  of  the 
accompanying  orders. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

Ordered,  That  under  the  authority  of  chapter 
237  of  the  Acts  of  1928  the  sum  of  $62,500  be, 
and  the  same  hereby  is,  appropriated,  to  be  ex- 
pended by  the  trustees  of  the  Boston  City  Hos- 
pital, for  Purchase  of  Property  for  Hospital  Pur- 
poses, and  that  to  meet  saia  appropriation  the 
City  Treasurer  be  authorized  to  issue,  from  time 
to  time,  on  request  of  the  Mayor,  bonds  or  certifi- 
cates of  indebtedness  of  the  City  of  Boston  to  said 
amount. 

Ordered,  That  under  the  authority  of  chapter 
237  of  the  Acts  of  1928  the  sum  of  $62,500  be,  and 
the  same  hereby  is,  appropriated,  to  be  expended 
by  the  trustees  of  the  Boston  City  Hospital,  for 
Purchase  of  Property  for  Hospital  Purposes,  and 
that  to  meet  said  appropriation  the  City  Treasurer 
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be  authorized  to  issue,  from  time  to  time,  on  re- 
quest of  the  Mayor,  bonds  or  certificates  of  in- 
debtedness of  the  City  of  Boston  to  said  amount, 
the  same  to  be  issued  outside  the  limit  of  in- 
debtedness. 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 


APPOINTMENTS  BY  THE  MAYOR. 

Subject  to  confirmation  by  the  Council,  the 
Mayor  submitted  the  following  appointments  for 
the  term  ending  April,  1932,  namely: 

Weighers  of  Coal:  Homer  G.  Robbins,  269 
Jackson  street,  Newton  Centre;  John  E.  Clarke, 
24  Homer  circle,  Medford,  Mass.;  Frank  S. 
McNeill,  19  Fulton  street,  Medford,  Mass.;  John 
F.  Mahoney,  190  Broad  street,  Weymouth,  Mass.; 
Frank   J.   Carey,   251   Waverley   street,   Belmont, 

Weighers  of  Goods:  Elmer  E.  Elwell,  41  East 
Wendell  park,  Milton,  Mass.;  Russell  B.  Rae, 
10  Farquhar  street,  Roslindale,  Mass. 

Constable:  Harry  Liebman,  1715  Common- 
wealth avenue,  Boston. 

Appointments  severally  laid  over  a  week  under 
the  law. 


VETO  OF  LOAN  FOR  NOYES  PLAYGROUND. 

The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  July  6,  1931. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  beg  to  return  herewith  without 
my  approval  the  order  adopted  by  your  honorable 
body  under  date  of  June  29,  1931,  providing  for 
a  loan  in  the  sum  of  $75,000  for  the  filling,  grading 
and  erection  of  suitable  bleachers  on  the  John  H. 
L.  Noyes  Playground  in  East  Boston. 

The  borrowing  power  within  the  debt  limit  is 
such  at  the  present  time  that  there  is  no  way  in 
which  to  justify  any  expenditure  that  can  reason- 
ably be  postponed  and  in  my  opinion  the  expendi- 
ture here  proposed  comes  within  this  category, 
Bince  it  is  most  improtant  that  a  certain  amount 
be  held  in  reserve  to  provide  for  contingencies 
which  may  arise. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

Placed  on  file. 


SAND  ON  BEACH  AT  WORLD  WAR 
MEMORIAL  PARK. 

The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  July  6,  1931. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  report  from 
William  P.  Long,  chairman  of  the  Park  Commis- 
sion, relative  to  your  request  to  place  additional 
sand  on  the  beach  at  World  War  Memorial  Park. 
This  is  in  reply  to  your  order  of  June  29,  1931. 
Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Park  Department,  July  3,  1931. 
Hon.  James  M.  Curley, 

Mayor  of  Boston. 
Dear  Sir, — I  am  in  receipt  of  an  order  from  the 
City  Council  requesting  that  additional  sand  be 
plafted    on    the    beach    at   World   War    Memorial 
Park,  East  Boston. 

The  department  placed  over  1,000  cubic  yards 

of  sand  last  year  and  we  have  placed  600  cubic 

yards    this    year.     In    the  event  that  additional 

sand  is  necessary,  I  will  try  and  arrange  for  same. 

Very  respectfully  yours, 

William  P.  Long,  Chairman. 
Placed  on  file. 


SETTEES  AND   BENCHES,   EAST   BOSTON 
AIRPORT. 

The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  July  6,  1931. 
To  the  City  Counoil. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  report  from 
William  P.  Long,  chairman  of  the  Park  Commis- 


sion, relative  to  your  request  to  place  settees  and 
benches  at  the  East  Boston  Airport.  This  is  in 
reply  to  your  order  of  June  29,  1931. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Park  Department,  July  2,  1931. 
Hon.  James  M.  Curley, 

Mayor  of  Boston. 
Dear  Sir, — I  am  in  receipt  of  an  order  from  the 
City  Council  requesting  that  settees  and  benches 
be  placed  at  the  East  Boston  Airport  for  the  com- 
fort of  the  citizens  of  Ward  1  during  the  hot  summer 
months. 

At  the  present  time  we  have  a  number  of  benches 
that  are  available,  but  I  cannot  make  it  a  mothers' 
rest  or  a  playground.  The  number  of  automobiles 
parked  there  on  summer  evenings  make  it  pro- 
hibitive. I  cannot  place  any  benches  on  the  land- 
ing field  as  it  would  be  very  dangerous. 

Wood  Island  is  in  close  proximity  to  the  airport, 
and  I  would  suggest  that  the  citizens  of  East  Boston 
and  vicinity  utilize  same. 

Very  truly  yours, 

William  P.  Long,  Chairman. 
Placed  on  file. 


NEW  AMBULANCE,   DIVISION   13. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  July  6,  1931. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  report  from 
Eugene  C.  Hultman,  Police  Commissioner,  relative 
to  your  request  to  provide  for  a  new  ambulance  at 
Division  13,  Jamaica  Plain.  This  is  in  reply  to 
your  order  of  June  15,  1931. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Police  Department,  June  23,  1931. 
Hon.  James  M.  Curley, 

Mayor  of  Boston. 
Dear  Mr.  Mayor, — In  response  to  the  order  of  the 
City  Council  dated  June  15,  requesting  that  the 
Police  Commissioner,  through  his  Honor  the 
Mayor,  provide  a  new  ambulance  for  Police 
Division  13,  Jamaica  Plain,  I  beg  leave  to  advise 
that  one  of  the  new  utility  wagons,  which  may  be 
used  as  an  ambulance  in  case  of  emergency,  has 
recently  been  assigned  to  Division  13. 

This  is,  I  believe,  the  action  desired  by  Councilor 
Murray  who  introduced  this  order. 
Very  truly  yours, 

E.  C.^  Hultman, 

Police  Commissioner. 
Placed  on  file. 


SALE  OF  LAUNCH  "JAMES  J.  MINOT." 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  July  6,  1931. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  beg  to  submit  herewith  recom- 
mendation forwarded  me  by  the  Institutions 
Department  Commissioner,  recommending  the 
sale  of  the  launch  "James  J.  Minot." 

It  is  recommended  that  the  launch  be  sold  at 
public  auction  at  an  upset  price  of  S3, 000,  and  I 
respectfully  recommend  the  adoption  of  the 
accompanying  order. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 


City  of  Boston, 
Institutions  Department,  June  16,  1931. 
Hon.  James  M.  Curley, 

Mayor  of  Boston. 

Dear  Mr.  Mayor, — Your  permission  and  that  of 
the  City  Council  are  respectfully  requested  to  sell 
the  launch  "James  J.  Minot." 

This  launch  was  purchased  in  1926  primarily 
for  the  convenience  of  the  Visiting  Medical  Staff 
of  the  Long  Island  Hospital  Division  of  this 
department.  The  original  cost  was  $2,500,  and  a 
new  100  horse  power  Lathrop  engine  was  installed 
in  192$,  at  a  cost  of  $3,335. 

When  we  found  that  there  was  comparatively 
little  need  for  such  a  boat,  that  the  doctors  seldom 
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used  it  because  of  difficulties  in  landing,  and  that 
the  cost  of  upkeep  and  operation  was  excessive, 
its  use  was  discontinued. 

It  has  been  suggested  that  the  upset  price  should 
be  about  $3,000. 

Sincerely  yours, 

James  E.  Maguiee, 

Commissioner. 

Ordered,  That  the  Institutions  Commissioner 
be,  and  hereby  is,  authorized  to  sell,  after  public 
advertisement,  at  an  upset  price  of  $3,000,  the 
launch  "James  J.  Minot." 

Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 


RESTRAINING  DOGS  FOR  NINETY  DAYS. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  July  6,  1931. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  an  order  re- 
straining dogs  for  a  period  of  at  least  ninety  days, 
together  with  communications  from  Dr.  Francis 
X.  Mahoney,  Health  Commissioner,  which  meet 
with  my  approval  and  I  accordingly  recommend 
the  adoption  of  the  accompanying  order. 
Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

City  ot  Boston, 
Health  Department,  July  1,  1931. 
Hon.  James  M.  Curley, 

Mayor  of  Boston. 
Dear  Sir, — I  inclose  herewith  copies  of  letters 
received  from  the  State  Commissioner  of  Public 
Health  and  Director  of  Animal  Industry  regarding 
the  rabies  situation  in  this  state,  which  are  self- 
explanatory,  and  set  forth  the  necessity  of  restrain- 
ing dogs  for  a  period  of  at  least  ninety  days. 

In  this  city,  1,006  cases  of  dogbite  have  been 
reported  for  the  period  from  January  1  to  June 
30,  1931.  There  have  been  eleven  actual  cases 
of  rabies  in  dogs  in  Boston  and  twenty-nine  persons 
have  been  obliged  to  take  antirabic  treatment. 

In  view  of  the  above  facts,  I  am  submitting  a 
proposed  order,  and  respectfully  recommend  that 
it  be  approved  by  your  Honor  and  placed  before 
the  City  Council  for  passage. 

Yours  respectfully, 

F.  X.  Mahoney,  M.  D., 

Health  Commissioner. 

Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts, 

Department  of  Public  Health, 

State  House,  Boston. 

June  30,  1931. 
To  all  Aldermen,  Selectmen  and  Boards  of  Health. 

At  a  public  meeting  held  on  June  25  in  the  State 
House  and  attended  by  city  and  town  officials  from 
all  sections  of  the  Commonwealth,  it  was  voted, 
upon  motion  by  Mayor  Charles  S.  Ashley  of  New 
Bedford,  and  seconded  by  Mr.  Mayo  Tolman  of 
the  Hingham  Board  of  Health,  that  the  following 
resolution  be  adopted: 

"In  view  of  the  continued  high  incidence  of 
rabies  in  dogs  throughout  the  Commonwealth, 
comparing  unfavorably  with  adjacent  states,  and 
in  view  of  the  recent  occurrence  of  several  human 
deaths  from  rabies,  the  number  of  which  would 
have  assumed  very  large  proportions  were  it  not 
for  the  liberal  use  of  Pasteur  prophylactic  inocula- 
tions, and  in  view  of  the  fact  that  a  single  com- 
munity is  helpless  in  controlling  the  spread  of  this 
disease  through  local  restraining  ordinances  with- 
out the  support  of  comparable  ordinances  in 
neighboring  communities  since  infected  animals 
are  no  respectors  of  town  lines. 

"Be  it  reBolved,  that  it  is  the  sense  of  this  meet- 
ing, representing  local  city  and  town  officials 
throughout  the  Commonwealth,  that  in  the  in- 
terest of  the  life,  health  and  happiness  of  the 
people  and  the  protection  of  our  dogs  from  rabies 
that  all  cities  and  towns  adopt  synchronously 
orders  restraining  all  dogs  for  ninety  days,  to  take 
effect  July  1,  1931,  and  that  during  this  interval 
responsible  officials  use  all  possible  diligence  in 
apprehending  and,  after  a  reasonable  interval, 
humanely  disposing  of  all  dogs  found  running  at 
large,  to  the  end  that  rabies  may  be  eliminated 
from  Massachusetts." 

The  power  to  adopt  such  a  restraining  order  is 
delegated  to  Boards  of  Aldermen  and  Boards  of 
Selectmen,  in  accordance  with  Bection  167,  chapter 
140,  of  the  General  Laws,  as  follows: 


'  'The  aldermen  or  selectmen  may  order  that 
all  dogs  shall  be  muzzled  or  restrained  from  runnin  g 
at  large  during  such  time  as  shall  be  prescribed 
by  such  order.  After  passing  such  order  and 
posting  a  certified  copy  thereof  in  two  or  more 
public  places  in  the  town,  or,  if  a  daily  newspaper 
is  published  in  such  town,  by  publishing  such 
copy  once  in  such  newspaper,  the  aldermen  or 
selectmen  may  issue  that  warrant  to  one  or  more 
policemen  or  constables  of  such  town,  who  shall, 
after  twenty-four  hours  from  the  publication  of 
such  notice,  kill  all  dogs  found  unmuzzled  or 
running  at  large  contrary  to  such  order,  and  shall 
receive  such  compensation  therefor  as  is  provided 
in  section  151." 

It  is  the  earnest  hope  of  the  Department  of 
Conservation  and  Department  of  Public  Health 
that  such  an  order  will  be  adopted  in  all  commu- 
nities throughout  the  Commonwealth,  to  the  end 
that  through  such  concerted  action  the  present 
shockingly  high  incidence  of  rabies  in  the  state 
may  be  controlled.  For  your  assistance  we  are 
inclosing  a  copy  of  an  order  such  as  has  recently 
been  adopted  by  a  Massachusetts  community. 
We  should  appreciate  being  informed  when  such 
restraining  orders  are  adopted  within  your  com- 
munity so  that  we  may  use  our  influence  to  obtain 
similar  regulations  in  surrounding  communities. 
Yours  truly, 

George  H.  Bigelow, 
Commissioner  of  Publio  Health. 

Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts, 
Division  of  Animal  Industry, 

Boston,  June  27,  1931. 
Dear  Sir, — May  I  call  to  your  attention  the 
public  meeting  which  was  held  at  the  State  House 
on  Thursday,  June  25,  at  which  mayors  of  cities 
and  selectmen  of  towns,  chairmen  of  boards  of 
health  and  inspectors  of  animals  were  invited  to 
be  present  and  hear  a  discussion  on  the  rabies 
situation. 

It  is  certainly  a  serious  condition  when  we  realize 
that  five  people  died  of  rabies  in  the  last  six  months 
and  that  thus  far  we  have  had  305  positive  cases 
of  rabid  dogs.  At  this  meeting  a  resolution  was 
passed  advising  city  and  town  authorities  to  put 
a  restraining  order  for  a  ninety-day  period  com- 
mencing July  1. 

May  I  also  call  your  attention  to  sections  151  and 
154,  chapter  140,  of  the  General  Laws,  copy  of 
which  is  inclosed  herewith.  I  am  sure  that  if 
these  sections  are  duly  enforced  that  it  will  do 
much  towards  cleaning  up  the  rabies  situation  in 
Massachusetts. 

May  we  have  your  cooperation  in  handling  this 
dangerous  menace. 

Very  truly  yours, 

Evan  F.  Richardson, 

Director. 

Ordered,  That  for  the  period  of  ninety  days  from 
the  date  of  the  passage  of  this  order,  all  dogs 
within  the  limits  of  the  City  of  Boston  be  re- 
strained from  running  at  large,  and  the  members 
of  the  Police  Force  of  the  City  of  Boston  are  hereby 
authorized  and  empowered  to  make  special  service 
upon  the  owner  or  keeper  of  each  dog  within  the 
limits  of  the  city  by  delivering  to  the  owner  or 
keeper  of  such  dog  a  certified  copy  of  this  order. 

Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 


SUPPLEMENTARY  BUDGET  RECOMMEN- 
DATIONS. 

The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  July  13,  1931. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  submit  herewith  supplementary 
budget  recommendations  for  the  financial  year 
1931,  totaling  $602.912. U!S.  This  total,  representing 
a  reduction  of  $826,865.48  from  estimates  sub- 
mitted by  department  heads,  is  divided  as  follows: 
Estimate.  Allowance. 
City  Departments  .  $1,270,435  61  $500,07!)  II 
County  Departments,         15!). 342  55      102,838  24 


$1,429,778  16     $602,912  68 

City  Departments. 

The  supplementary  allotments  to  city  depart- 
ments :irc  made  from  the  unappropriated  balance 
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still  available  within  the  tax  limit  of  $16  granted 
by  this  year's  Legislature.  Allotments  have  been 
made  under  twenty-one  budget  items  to  fifteen 
city  departments.  Approximately  90  per  cent  of 
the  total  amount  appropriated  is  allocated  to  six 
budget  items. 

Temporary  Employees  ....  $104,490  00 
Care  of  Dependents        .        .        .        .     100,000  00 

Reserve  Fund 200,000  00 

Soldiers'  Relief 35,000  00 

Hospital  Supplies 20,000  00 

Permanent  Employees   ....       10,173  44 

$469,663  44 

Additional  allowances  for  the  employment  of 
temporary  help  have  been  made  in  eight  depart- 
ments. In  the  Sanitary  Division  of  the  Public 
Works  Department  and  in  the  Park  Department 
$30,000  and  $25,000  have  been  respectively  allotted 
to  permit  the  continuance  of  the  services  of  per- 
sons now  temporarily  employed.  These  allot- 
ments will  not  only  permit  greater  service  being 
rendered  by  the  departments  in  question,  but  will 
also  afford  opportunities  for  employment  to  per- 
sons who  otherwise  might  be  forced  to  seek  aid 
from  welfare  agencies.  Due  to  the  large  number 
of  patients  and  the  heavy  demands  placed  upon 
the  ambulance  service,  $25,000  has  been  allotted 
for  temporary  employees  in  the  hospital.  The 
continuance  of  extraordinary  demands  upon  the 
Public  Welfare  Department  makes  necessary  an 
allowance  of  $15,000  for  the  employment  in  this 
department  of  temporary  clerks,  stenographers 
and  visitors. 

The  Overseers  of  Public  Welfare  estimate  that 
a  probable  deficit  of  $800,000  will  exist  in  the  item 
of  Care  of  Dependents  at  the  end  of  the  year.  In 
my  opinion  this  deficit  can  be  met  by  the  use  of 
income  now  available  in  trust  funds  of  the  depart- 
ment and  by  regulating  the  allowances  of  the 
department  on  the  theory  that  "employment"  is 
more  desirable  than  the  "dole."  Because  of  this 
belief,  I  am  recommending  an  appropriation  of 
only  $100,000  at  this  time. 

The  appropriation  included  in  the  original 
budget  this  year  for  the  Reserve  Fund  was  the 
smallest  to  be  recommended  since  the  adoption  of 
the  segregated  budget.  The  experience  of  the  first 
six  months  of  this  year  indicates  that  the  original 
appropriation  will  not  be  sufficient  to  meet  the 
demands  and  probable  charges  against  the  Reserve 
Fund  for  the  balance  of  the  year.  In  order  that  a 
sufficient  amount  may  be  available  to  meet  any 
contingency  or  emergency  which  may  arise  in  the 
second  half  of  this  year,  I  am  recommending  a 
supplementary  appropriation  under  the  item  of 
Reserve  Fund  of  $200,000. 

Despite  the  expenditure  of  $424,472.10  in  1930 
for  soldiers'  relief,  only  $400,000  was  appropriated 
for  this  purpose  in  the  current  budget.  This 
reduction  was  based  on  the  assumption  that  the 
opportunities  for  work  presented  in  the  improve- 
ments at  Governor  square  would  result  in  lessen- 
ing the  demands  for  relief  in  this  particular  depart- 
ment. Continuance  of  the  widespread  economic 
depression,  however,  has  resulted  in  greater  de- 
mands upon  the  department  than  were  foreseen  at 
the  beginning  of  the  year.  During  the  first  six 
months  the  department  has  disbursed  over  $227,000 
in  relief  payments.     At  this  rate  of  expenditure  at 


least  $35,000  additional  will  be  required  to  meet 
the  relief  demands  upon  the  department. 

Because  of  the  large  number  of  patients  cared 
for  at  the  City  Hospital  during  the  first  half  of  this 
year,  expenditures  for  gauze,  medicines,  drugs  and 
other  hospital  supplies  have  been  much  greater 
than  were  anticipated  or  provided  for  at  the  be- 
ginning of  the  year.  Of  the  original  appropriation 
of  $180,000,  approximately  $100,000  has  been 
expended  in  the  first  six  months.  The  number  of 
persons  seeking  care  and  treatment  at  the  hospital 
shows  no  signs  of  decreasing,  and  it  is  evident  that 
additional  funds  will  be  required  for  the  purchase 
of  hospital  supplies  during  the  balance  of  the  year. 

Extraordinary  demands  upon  the  ambulance 
service  of  the  Hospital  Department  have  made 
necessary  appropriations  for  three  additional 
drivers  and  two  graduate  nurses,  and  an  additional 
technician  has  also  been  provided  at  the  hospital 
for  special  research  service.  In  the  Public  Welfare 
Department  a  position  of  accountant  has  been 
established  to  the  end  that  the  records  and  ac- 
counts of  this  department  may  be  properly  super- 
vised and  recorded. 

County  Departments. 

Supplementary  appropriations  have  been  made 
under  twenty-three  budget  items  for  eighteen 
county  departments.  In  the  Superior  Criminal 
Court  approximately  $77,000  has  been  appropriated 
because  of  the  great  increase  in  the  criminal 
business  of  the  county.  From  January  1,  1930,  to 
July  7,  1930,  there  were  4,159  cases  entered  in  this 
court.  In  the  first  six  months  of  this  year  5,201 
cases  have  been  entered,  or  an  increase  of  25  per 
cent  in  one  year.  Such  an  increase  naturally 
necessitates  increased  appropriations  for  the 
services  of  jurors,  payments  of  witnesses,  and 
expenses  incidental  to  the  preparation  of  cases  for 
trial. 

The  opening  of  new  additions  at  the  East  Boston 
and  Brighton  Courthouses  have  made  necessary 
increased  appropriations  for  additional  janitors, 
cleaners  and  firemen.  Action  by  this  year's 
Legislature  has  resulted  in  the  appointment  of  two 
additional  assistant  clerks  in  the  Civil  Session  of 
the  Municipal  Court,  and  an  additional  court 
officer  in  the  Dorchester  District  Court. 

With  this  supplementary  budget  the  total 
appropriated  this  year  for  county  purposes  is 
$3,904,003.38,  or  an  increase  of  $163,867.24  over 
county  appropriations  in  1930.  This  increase  of 
approximately  5  per  cent  may  be  attributed  entirely 
to  the  increase  in  cost  of  administering  justice  in 
Suffolk  County.  It  is  unfortunate  that  Boston  is 
forced  under  existing  statute  to  bear  the  entire 
burden  of  this  increase.  Chelsea,  Revere  and 
Winthrop  not  only  are  served  by  county  depart- 
ments, but  the  treasuries  of  these  municipalities 
receive  the  revenue  from  fines  imposed  by  the 
courts  in  cases  arising  within  the  boundaries  of 
these  municipalities.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  the 
time  is  not  far  distant  when  the  Legislature  will 
agree  to  correct  this  condition. 

I  submit  herewith  the  necessary  appropriation 
and  tax  orders  in  connection  with  this  supple- 
mentary budget,  and  respectfully  recommend 
adoption  of  the  budget  and  these  orders  by  your 
honorable  body. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 


Supplementary  Department  Estimates  and  Amounts  Allowed  by  Mayor  for  1931. 

Estimate.  Allowance- 

Assessing  Department $11,490  00  $9,990  00 

Auditing  Department 1,096  92  1,096  92 

Boston  Port  Authority 12,843  33  4,000  00 

Boston  Traffic  Commission 6,856  36  4,428  18 

Building  Department: 

Board  of  Appeal 2,505  00  2,471  96 

Hospital  Department 79,644  00  50,200  00 

Mayor: 

Municipal  Advertising 5,000  00  5,000  00 

Park  Department 25,000  00  25,000  00 

Public  Welfare  Department: 

Central  Office 823,200  00  122,092  38 

Public  Works  Department: 

Paving  Service 3,500  00  3,500  00 

Sanitary  Service 56,000  00  33,500  00 

Registry  Department 6,900  00  2,900  00 

Reserve  Fund 200,000  00  200,000  00 

Soldiers'  Relief  Department 35,500  00  35,000  00 

Treasury  Department 900  00  900  00 

$1,270,435  61  $500,079  44 
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Suffolk  County  Courthouse,  Custodian 

County  Buildings 

Jail 

Supreme  Judicial  Court 

Superior  Court,  Criminal  Session 

Probate  Court 

Municipal  Court,  City  of  Boston 

East  Boston  District  Court 

Municipal  Court,  South  Boston  District 

Municipal  Court,  Dorchester  District 

Municipal  Court,  Roxbury  District 

Municipal  Court,  Brighton  District 

District  Court  of  Chelsea 

Index  Commissioners 

Land  Court 

Medical  Examiner  Service,  Northern  Division  . 
Miscellaneous  Expenses,  Auditing  Department. 
Penal  Institutions  Department: 

House  of  Correction 

Steamer  "Michael  J.  Perkins" 


Referred  to  Committee  on  Appropriations. 


Estimate. 

$10,950  00 

6,581  00 

1,814  71 

5,000  00 

107,000  00 

575  00 

3,619  98 

3,600  00 

847  21 

1,897  00 

1,386  00 

2,094  00 

1,100  00 

1,050  00 

50  00 

875  00 

85  00 

4,917  65 
5,900  00 

$159,342  55 


Allowance. 

$1,600  00 

3,500  00 

1,814  71 

5,000  0C 

76,916  67 

575  00 

3,619  98 

1,100  00 

847  21 

1,747  00 

1,236  00 

566  67 

700  00 

1,050  00 

50  00 

125  00 

85  00 

2,300  00 


$102,833  24 


NEW  ENGLAND  BUILDING  CORPORATION 
ABATEMENT. 

The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  July  13,  1931. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  report  from 
Edward  T.  Kelly,  chairman  of  the  Board  of  Asses- 
sors, relative  to  your  request  that  the  Board  of 
Assessors  be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the 
Mayor,  to  inform  the  City  Council  why  a  large 
abatement  was  given  to  the  New  England  Build- 
ing Corporation  in  1931,  on  their  land  bounded  by 
Dartmouth,  Stuart  and  Clarendon  streets.  This 
is  in  reply  to  your  order  of  June  15,  1931. 
Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 


City  of  Boston, 
Assessing  Department,  July  6,  1931. 
Hon.  James  M.  Curley, 

Mayor  of  Boston. 
Dear  Sir, — Referring  to  the  order  of  the  City 
Council,  requesting  the  assessors  to  inform  them 
why  a  large  abatement  was  given,  to  the  New 
England  Building  Corporation  in  1931,  on  their 
land  bounded  by  Dartmouth,  Stuart  and  Claren- 
don streets, — I  beg  to  reply  that  the  Board  of 
Assessors  abated  certain  of  these  taxes  upon  the 
authorization  of  the  Tax  Commissioner  of  the 
Commonwealth  and  the  reason  for  the  abatement, 
entered  upon  the  records  of  the  department,  is 
"Authority  of  the  Tax  Commissioner." 

Before  making  the  abatements  the  assessors 
were  advised  by  the  Corporation  Counsel  and  the 
Collector  of  the  City  of  Boston  that  the  taxes  were 
uncollectible.  Unpaid  taxes  were  outstanding 
against   the   property,   for   the   years    1925,    1926, 

1927,  1928,  1929  and  1930,  when  the  Tax  Commis- 
sioner authorized  the  assessors  to  abate  any  part, 
or  the  whole,  of  such  taxes  as  may  be  outstanding 
and  uncollectible  covering  the  years  1925  to  1930, 
inclusive. 

The  collector  of  the  city  certified,  under  oath,  to 
the  assessors  that  the  taxes  for  1925,  1926,  and  1927 
were  uncollectible.  The  Corporation  Counsel 
wrote  an  opinion  in  which  he  stated  that  the  tax 
deeds  for  the  years  1925,  1926  and  1927  were  in- 
valid, and  that  there  was  some  question  as  to  the 
legal  right  of  the  city  to  sell  the  property  for  the 
1928  taxes. 

The  Tax  Commissioner,  acquainted  with  all  the 
facts,  authorized  the  assessors  to  abate.  No  action 
could  have  been  taken  without  this  authority  of 
the  commissioner. 

The  assessors  consequently  abated  the  taxes  for 
the  years  1925,  1926  and  1927, — the  owners  having 
previously    paid    the   taxes   in   full   for    the   years 

1928,  1929  and  1930  and  in  part  for  1927. 


Respectfully, 
Edward  T.  Kelly,  Chairman. 


Placed  on  file. 


RAZING  OF  UNFIT  BUILDINGS. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  July  13,  1931. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  report  from 
Edward  W.  Roemer,  Building  Commissioner,  rel- 
ative to  your  request  that  the  Building  Commis- 
sioner be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor, 
to  condemn  and  order  razed  all  buildings  that  are 
unfit  for  tenancy,  and  all  buildings  that  may  be 
considered  as  fire  traps.  This  is  in  reply  to  your 
order  of  June  15,  1931. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Building  Department,  June  25,  1931. 
Hon.  James  M.  Curley, 

Mayor  of  Boston. 

Dear  Sir, — In  answer  to  the  order  of  the  City 
Council,  "that  the  Building  Commissioner  be  re- 
quested, through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  con- 
demn and  order  razed  all  buildings  that  are  unfit 
for  tenancy,  and  all  buildings  that  may  be  con- 
sidered as  fire  traps,"  please  be  advised  of  the 
following: 

This  department,  acting  in  conjunction  with 
the  Fire  and  Health  Departments  who  refer  all 
such  cases  to  us,  is  ever  watchful  of  these  condi- 
tions and  is  constantly  sending  notices  ordering 
such  removals. 

In  1929  there  were  178  dilapidated  buildings 
removed,  and  in  1930  there  were  240  removed. 

The  Legislature  of  1931  has  passed  an  act, 
approved  April  29,  which  reads  in  part  as  follows: 

"Before  beginning  the  removal  of  any  building 
or  other  structure,  the  building  commissioner  shall 
give  notice,  by  mail,  to  the  owner  of  his  right  to 
the  material,  upon  request,  if  he  is  known  and  can 
be  found;  otherwise  by  posting  an  attested  copy 
of  such  notice  in  a  conspicuous  place  upon  the 
external  walls  of  such  building.  If  the  owner 
claims  the  material,  he  shall  at  once  so  notify  the 
commissioner  in  writing  and  shall  remove  the 
same  within  ten  days  after  the  building  or  structure 
is  taken  down,  and  if  he  fails  to  do  so  the  building 
commissioner  may  dispose  of  the  material." 

Prior  to  the  passage  of  this  act  it  was  obligatory 
on  the  part  of  this  department  to  notify  each  owner 
before  the  building  could  be  razed  or  for  the  city 
to  step  in  and  take  down. 

In  1929  the  city  was  obliged,  after  receiving  your 
Honor's  approval,  to  take  down  twenty-four  build- 
ings at  a  cost  of  $5,615.71  and  secure  five  at  a  cost 
of  $1,095.77. 

In  1930  the  city  took  down  seventeen  buildings 
at  a  cost  of  $2,973.89  and  secured  four  at  a  cost 
of  $458.01. 

To  June  16  of  1931,  the  city  has  taken  down 
four  buildings  at  a  cost  of  $296.94  and  secured 
two  at  a  cost  of  $87.48. 

At  the  present  time  there  are  194  complaints 
outstanding,  of  which  a  number  arc  in  process  of 
prosecution. 

Respectfully  yours, 
Edward  W.  Rof.mkk, 
Building  Commissioner. 

Placed  on  file. 
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CITY  COUNCIL. 


TRANSFERS      WITHIN      DEPARTMENTAL 
APPROPRIATIONS. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  July  13,  1931. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — The  attached  requests  for  transfers 
within  departmental  appropriations  have  been 
investigated  and  approved  by  the  Budget  Com- 
missioner. 

1  accordingly  recommend  their  adoption  by 
your  honorable  body. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

Ordered,  That  under  authority  of  chapter  261 
of  the  Acts  of  1893  the  City  Auditor  be,  and  hereby 
is,  authorized  to  make  the  following  transfer  in 
the  appropriations  for  Health  Department: 

From  the  appropriation  for  B-17,  Care  of  Per- 
sons, $7,341.36,  to  the  appropriation  for  A-l, 
Permanent  Employees,  Inspectors,  3  (5)  at  $2,000 
per  year,  $1,841.28;  Nurses,  127  (129)  at  SI, 400 
to  $1,800  a  year,  $1,288.80;  Inspectors,  72  (76) 
at  $1,600  to  $2,300  a  year,  $2,945.28;  A-2,  Tem- 
porary Employees,  $500;  C-4,  Motor  Vehicles, 
$574;    F-7,  Pensions  and  Annuities,  $192. 

Ordered,  That  under  authority  of  chapter  261 
of  the  Acts  of  1893  the  City  Auditor  be,  and  hereby 
is,  authorized  to  make  the  following  transfers  in 
the  appropriations  for  Institutions  Department, 
Long  Island  Hospital: 

From  the  appropriation  for  B-39,  General  Plant, 
$9,000,  to  the  appropriation  for  A-2,  Temporary 
Employees,  $9,000. 

From  the  appropriation  for  B-39,  General  Plant, 
$500,  to  the  appropriation  for  A-3,  Unassigned, 
$500. 

From  the  appropriation  for  D-2,  Food  and  Ice, 
$1,000,  to  the  appropriation  for  C-13,  Tools  and 
Instruments,  $1,000. 

From  the  appropriation  for  D-5,  Medical,  Sur- 
gical, Laboratory,  $1,000,  to  the  appropriation  for 
E-13,  General  Plant,  $1,000. 

Ordered,  That  under  authority  of  chapter  261 
of  the  Acts  of  1893  the  City  Auditor  be,  and  hereby 
is,  authorized  to  transfer: 

From  the  appropriation  for  Institutions  Depart- 
ment, steamer  "George  A.  Hibbard"  and  Launch 
"James  J.  Minot,"  A-l,  Permanent  Employees, 
Mechanic,  1  at  $1,500  a  year,  $620,  to  the  appro- 
priation for  Institutions  Department,  Central 
Office,  A-2,  Temporary  Employees,  $600;  B-13, 
Communication,  $20. 

Ordered,  That  under  authority  of  chapter  261 
of  the  Acts  of  1893  the  City  Auditor  be,  and  hereby 
is,  authorized  to  make  the  following  transfer  in 
the  appropriations  for  Mayor,  Office  Expenses: 

From  the  appropriation  for  G-3,  Incidentals, 
$830,  to  the  appropriation  for  B-4,  Transporta- 
tion of  Persons,  $500;  B-12,  Bond  and  Insurance 
Premiums,  $30;  B-29,  Stenographic,  Copying 
and  Indexing,  $300. 

Ordered,  That  under  authority  of  chapter  261 
of  the  Acts  of  1893  the  City  Auditor  be,  and 
hereby  is,  authorized  to  make  the  following  trans- 
fers in  the  appropriations  for  Park  Department: 

From  the  appropriation  for  A-l,  Permanent 
Employees,  Engineers,  11  at  S42  a  week,  $725,  to 
the  appropriation  for  B-4,  Transportation  of  Per- 
sons, $500;  B-5,  Cartage  and  Freight,  S225. 

From  the  appropriation  for  A-l,  Permanent 
Employees,  Matrons,  Pianists,  etc.,  147  at  $22 
a  week,  $1,000,  to  the  appropriation  for  B-14, 
Motor  Vehicle  Repairs  and  Care,  $1,000. 

From  the  appropriation  for  A-l,  Permanent 
Employees,  Physical  Instructors,  13  at  $2,200  a 
year,  $325,  to  the  appropriation  for  C-5,  Motorless 
Vehicles,  $325. 

From  the  appropriation  for  A-l,  Permanent 
Employees,  Assistant  Engineers,  3  at  $2,200  to 
$2,700  a  year,  $400;  Physical  Instructors,  13  at 
$2,200  a  year,  $600,  to  the  appropriation  for  C-7, 
Furniture  and  Fittings,  $1,000. 

From  the  appropriation  for  A-l,  Permanent 
Employees,  Swimming  Instructors,  4  at  $1,900  a 
year,  $975,  to  the  appropriation  for  C-14,  Live 
Stock,  $900;  D-5,  Medical,  Surgical  and  Labora- 
tory, $75. 

From  the  appropriation  for  A-l,  Permanent 
Employees,   Assistant  Engineers,   3   at  $2,200  to 


$2,700  a  year,  $1,000,  to  the  appropriation  for 
F-ll,  Workmen's  Compensation,  $500;  G-3, 
Incidentals,  $500. 

Ordered,  That  under  authority  of  chapter  261 
of  the  Acts  of  1893  the  City  Auditor  be,  and  hereby 
is,  authorized  to  make  the  following  transfers  in 
the  appropriations  for  Park  Department,  Cem- 
etery Division: 

From  the  appropriation  for  A-l,  Permanent 
Employees,  Laborers,  etc.,  42  at  $5  a  day,  $5,000, 
to  the  appropriation  for  A-2,  Temporary  Em- 
ployees, $5,000. 

From  the  appropriation  for  A-l,  Permanent 
Employees,  Gardeners,  Treemen,  etc.,  15  at  $5.50 
a  day,  $936,  to  the  appropriation  for  A-l,  Per- 
manent Employees,  Gardener-Fireman,  1  at  $6  a 
day,  $936. 

From  the  appropriation  for  B-39,  General  Plant. 
$2,450,  to  the  appropriation  for  D-10,  Agricultural, 
$2,300;  C-13,  Tools  and  Instruments,  $160;  D-16, 
General  Plant,  $50. 

Ordered,  That  under  authority  of  chapter  261 
of  the  Acts  of  1893  the  City  Auditor  be,  and  hereby 
is,  authorized  to  transfer: 

From  the  appropriation  for  Webster  Avenue 
Playground,  Improvements,  $812.90,  to  the  appro- 
priation for  Plavground,  North  End  District, 
Vicinity  of  Foster  Place  and  Foster  Court,  $812.90. 

Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 


PETITIONS  REFERRED. 

The   following    petitions   were   received   and   re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Claims: 
Claims. 

Francesco  Amaro,  for  refund  on  sidewalk  license. 

John  Bertoldo ,  for  compensation  for  damage  to 
car  by  city  cart. 

Edward  J.  Brannan,  for  compensation  for  loss 
of  clothing  at  Dewey  Bath  House,  Charlestown. 

Mrs.  Frances  Brown,  for  compensation  for 
injuries  caused  by  city  car. 

Burnes  Brothers  Company,  for  compensation 
for  damage  to  property  at  1287  Hyde  Park  avenue, 
caused  by  cave-in  of  drain  in  street. 

Fred  H.  Burns,  for  compensation  for  loss  of 
clothing  at  City  Hospital. 

James  F.  Carr,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  an  alleged  defect  at  Dartmouth  and 
Stuart  streets. 

Mrs.  J.  Currier,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  property  at  5  and  7  Hulbert  street,  caused  by 
defective  sewer  main. 

Marie  DePaul,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  city  car. 

James  A.  Dorsey,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  car  caused  by  an  alleged  defect  in  Centre  street, 
Roslindale. 

Edward  Downs,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  property  at  2A  Sharon  street,  caused  by  police 
officer. 

Anthony  V.  Doyle,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  car  by  police  officer. 

Mary  Eckberg,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  an  alleged  defect  at  99  Selwyn  street. 

Theodore  W.  Edwards,  for  compensation  for 
injuries  received  on  Boston  Common. 

Elliott  Oil  and  Supply  Company,  for  compen- 
sation for  damage  to  property  at  244  Harvard 
street,  caused  by  defective  sewer  pipe. 

Mrs.  Euphemia  L.  Ferguson,  for  compensation 
for  injuries  caused  by  an  alleged  defect  at  Broad- 
way and  Park  square. 

Arthur  V.  Fraher,  to  be  reimbursed  for  judgment 
brought  against  him  on  account  of  his  acts  as  a 
police  officer. 

Mary  E.  Frustaglio,  for  refund  on  victualler's 
license. 

Edward  J.  Grace,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  an  alleged  defect  in  Gardner  street. 

Paul  Greatrix,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  city  car. 

Ellen  Harrison,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  an  alleged  defect  in  Centre  street, 
Jamaica  Plain. 

Joseph  F.  Healy.  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  property  at  31  Murray  Hill  road,  caused  by 
backing  up  of  sewage. 

Mrs.  R.  Hilt,  for  compensation  for  damage  to 
property  at  2S  Worcester  square,  caused  by  truck 
of  Public  Works  Department. 

John  W.  Honsey,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  clothing  caused  by  rubbish  box  at  Temple  place. 
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Harland  F.  Hussey,  for  refund  on  refuse  tickets. 

Marion  J.  Kenealy,  for  compensation  for  in- 
juries caused  by  an  alleged  defect  at  294  Washing- 
ton street. 

William  P.  Kennedy,  for  compensation  for 
damage  to  car  caused  by  car  of  Fire  Department. 

Esther  Kieran,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  an  alleged  defect  at  Boylston  and 
Tremont  streets. 

Anna  L.  McCabe,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  property  at  7  Monument  avenue,  caused  by 
water  being  shut  off. 

Gladys  McDougal,  for  compensation  for  in- 
juries caused  by  an  alleged  defect  at  1211  Blue 
Hill  avenue. 

Mrs.  Lena  Mercurio,  for  compensation  for 
injuries  caused  by  an  alleged  defect  at  2.33  North 
street. 

Agnes  T.  Miller,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  an  alleged  defect  at  C  and  Third  streets. 

Sarah  E.  Miller,  for  compensation  for  loss  of 
clothing  at  City  Hospital. 

Mrs.  Annie  Mulrean,  for  compensation  for 
injuries  caused  by  an  alleged  defect  at  3694  Wash- 
ington street. 

Francis  M.  Murphy,  for  compensation  for 
injuries  caused  by  city  car. 

John  J.  Murphy,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  city  car. 

Mrs.  John  Nicholson,  for  compensation  for 
injuries  caused  by  city  employee. 

Joseph  E.  Norton,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
received  at  City  Hospital. 

J.  M.  Norton,  for  compensation  for  damage  to 
car  by  city  wagon. 

Gertrude  O'Brien,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  an  alleged  defect  at  301  Eustis  street. 

Patrick  J.  O'Flaherty,  for  compensation  for 
damage  to  property  at  24  Bexley  road,  caused  by 
backing  up  of  sewage. 

Joseph  Perrachi,  for  cempensation  for  damage 
to  car  by  city  wagon. 

W.  E.,  E.  W.,-and  H.  F.  Phillips,  for  compensa- 
tion for  damage  to  elevator  at  128  Summer  street, 
caused  by  city  cart. 

James  B.  Roche,  to  be  reimbursed  for  judgment 
brought  against  him  on  account  of  his  acts  as  a 
policeman. 

Mary  Ross,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  an  alleged  defect  in  Shawmut  avenue. 

Benjamin  Selengut,  for  compensation  for 
damage  to  ear  caused  by  an  alleged  defect  at  161 
Washington  Street  North. 

Charles  Sugarman,  for  compensation  for  in- 
juries caused  by  an  alleged  defect  at  387  Columbia 
road. 

Dr.  Frank  R.  Swiatek,  for  compensation  for  loss 
of  money  at  City  Hospital. 

Mrs.  Matilda  Teehan,  for  compensation  for 
injuries  caused  by  an  alleged  defect  at  1137  Com- 
monwealth avenue. 

Mrs.  A.  Testa,  for  compensation  for  damage  to 
property  at  103  Highland  street,  caused  by  back- 
ing up  of  sewage. 

Wolff,  Fording  &  Co.,  for  compensation  for 
damage  to  property  at  46  Stuart  street,  caused  by 
break  in  water  main. 

Minnie  Zeltzerman,  for  compensation  for  dam- 
age to  car  by  city  truck. 


SUNDAY   BASEBALL   HOURS. 

A  petition  was  received  from  the  Boston  National 
League  Baseball  Company  for  an  extension  of 
time  for  games  on  Sundays  from  1.30  to  6.30  p.  m. 

Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 


TRANSFER   OF   BOND. 

A  communication  was  received  from  the  Metro- 
politan District  Commission,  Water  Division, 
transmitting  bond  of  indemnity  from  the  Beacon 
Equipment  Company,  Brookline,  in  connection 
with  its  contract  with  the  Metropolitan  District 
Commission  for  furnishing  and  erecting  fence  for 
Chestnut  Hill  Reservoir. 

Placed  on  file. 


REPORT  ON  INVESTIGATION  OF  PUBLIC 
WELFARE  DEPARTMENT. 

The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Finance  Commission,  July  3,  1931. 
Hon.  James  M.  Curley, 

Mayor  of  Boston. 

Sir, — The  Finance  Commission  hereby  offers  a 
report  upon  an  investigation  of  the  Department 
of  Public  Welfare  of  the  City  of  Boston. 

The  tremendous  burden  placed  upon  the  tax- 
payers of  Boston  by  the  abnormal  increase  in 
expenditures  in  the  Department  of  Public  Wel- 
fare is  a  matter  requiring  serious  and  immediate 
consideration.  In  1929  the  total  expenditure 
in  this  department,  exclusive  of  trust  funds,  was 
$2,629,115.99.  This  was  increased  in  1930  to 
$3,844,619.45.  While  this  increase  was  remark- 
able, it  was  not  nearly  as  great  as  we  may  expect 
for  the  year  1931  because  in  the  first  five  months 
of  this  year  the  expenditures  have  reached  the 
enormous  sum  of  $2,978,098.60. 

To  find  the  cause  for  this  rapid  rise  to  heights 
hitherto  thought  impossible  is  not  difficult.  The 
basic  cause  is  the  worldwide  business  depression 
which  is  only  too  well  known  to  most  of  our  people. 
To  find  the  means  to  carry  on  is  the  task  that  is 
giving  great  trouble  to  tax  collectors  and  tax- 
payers alike  and  it  was  to  try  to  find  a  way  to 
relieve  that  burden  to  some  extent  that  the  Finance 
Commission  has  spent  considerable  time  in  study- 
ing the  method  of  dispensing  relief. 

To  the  two  forms  of  relief  granted  by  the  depart- 
ment for  the  past  several  years,  and,  therefore, 
well  known  to  the  people  generally,  mothers'  aid 
and  dependent  aid,  a  new  type  has  been  added  as 
a  result  of  the  industrial  depression,  unemploy- 
ment relief. 

Of  mothers'  aid,  little  need  be  said.  Only  a 
particular  type  of  case  can  be  classified  as  mothers' 
aid,  and  the  safeguards  necessarily  surrounding 
it  by  the  state  before  it  will  reimburse  for  it  ana 
by  the  city  before  it  can  obtain  reimbursement, 
reduce  to  a  minimum  the  possibility  of  error  in 
granting  it. 

Dependent  aid  has,  however,  gotten  beyond 
the  control  of  the  antiquated  method  of  adminis- 
tration in  the  Public  Welfare  Department.  The 
method  of  handling  it  has  changed  but  very  little 
from  that  in  use  when  its  total  was  an  insignificant 
item  in  the  total  of  the  taxpayers'  bill.  Modern 
needs  and  modern  inventions  have  caused  revision 
and  reorganization  in  most  every  other  line  of 
municipal  activity;  but,  notwithstanding  the 
tremendous  growth  in  welfare  needs,  the  great 
developments  in  the  science  of  administering 
relief,  the  improved  means  and  methods  for  hand- 
ling clerical  detail,  there  have  been  few  changes 
in  the  operation  of  this  department.  Even  the 
space  allotted  to  the  department  for  its  work  has 
remained  approximately  the  same  as  in  the  time 
when  the  work  needed  a  small  fraction  of  that 
now  needed  to  make  proper  disbursement  and  to 
keep  proper  records. 

Additional  employees  have  been  added  from 
time  to  time,  usually  in  the  proportion  of  one 
added  to  every  three  or  four  requested,  but  not 
at  any  time  in  such  a  number  a9  to  encourage  the 
board  in  charge  of  the  department  to  set  up  a 
modern  and  scientific  system  for  handling  that 
kind  of  work,  even  if  the  board  were  so  minded. 

The  result  was  that  when  the  army  of  the  un- 
employed began  to  add  its  cry  for  aid  to  the  ever- 
increasing  demands  from  aged  and  infirm  poor, 
the  department  was  totally  unprepared  for  it. 
In  the  past  year  and  at  the  present  time  the  pay- 
masters and  the  visitors  have  had  to  peddle  out 
cash  and  orders  for  groceries  and  fuel  as  fast  as 
human  hands  could  pass  it  out,  without  proper 
investigation,  and  relying  for  the  most  part  upon 
snap  judgment  of  the  worthiness  of  the  cases  aided. 
It  would  not  be  unexpected  if  great  abuse  fol- 
lowed, but  after  three  months'  intensive  investi- 
gation by  a  staff  of  investigators  it  is  remarkable 
how  few  cases  of  unjustified  grants  have  been 
found,  and  in  no  instance  has  there  been  evidence 
of  other  than  bad  judgment  by  the  employees. 

Yet,  the  Finance  Commission  cannot  condemn 
too  strongly  the  system  under  which  the  grants 
have  been  made.  The  widest  latitude  is  loft  to 
visitor,  clerk  and  official  alike,  and  almost  any- 
thing is  possible  under  the  system.  The  Finance 
mission  can  only  say  that  in  th«  limited  time 
it  has  had  to  make  this  investigation  and  with 
the  limited  finances  for  it,  the  commission's  inveeti- 
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gators  have  not  found  dishonesty  on  the  part  of 
the  employees,  but  have  found  a  system  wide 
open  for  fraud  and  dishonesty. 

The  most  immediate  need  in  the  Welfare  Depart- 
ment, from  an  administration  standpoint,  is  a 
careful  study  of  the  present  policy  or  lack  of 
policy  and  such  revision  as  a  study  will  suggest. 
As  aid  is  now  dispensed,  if  the  present  business 
slump  continues  for  any  great  length  of  time,  a 
$10,000,000  annual  disbursement  is  just  "around 
the  corner,"  and  within  a  short  time  a  large  number 
of  our  people  will  have  become  so  demoralized 
that  pride  and  thrift  among  them  will  be  forgotten 
virtues. 

Where  the  city  must  give  complete  support, 
and  to  allow  a  certain  standard  of  living,  grants 
by  the  budget  method  cannot  be  improved  upon. 
It  is  scientific.  But  if  the  city  is  to  apply  the 
same  budget  to  all  its  dependent  aid  and  unem- 
ployment relief  cases,  it  is  bound  to  build  up  a 
group  in  our  population  that  will  look  to  the  city 
entirely  for  support  and  stifle  all  incentive  to  be 
self-supporting. 

Our  investigators  found  cases  where  beneficia- 
ries of  the  department  are  receiving  as  much  from 
the  city  per  week  as  they  ever  earned,  meager 
though  the  budget  allowances  are;  cases  where 
the  beneficiaries  considered  it  their  "right"  to 
get  aid  simply  by  asking  for  it;  cases  where  two 
and  three  generations  of  the  same  families  are 
being  aided  at  the  same  time;  where  almost  whole 
communities  are  getting  aid  because  family  after 
family  heard  of  the  ease  with  which  it  could  be 
obtained  from  a  neighbor  who  had  learned  how. 

Of  the  many  changes  needed,  therefore,  the  fore- 
most one  is  the  adoption  of  a  policy  in  aiding 
dependent  cases  that  will  not  destroy,  as  the 
present  policy  is  destroying,  some  of  the  cardinal 
attributes  of  good  citizenship.  People  who  are 
able  to  help  themselves  should  be  forced  to  do  so, 
and  aid  granted  should  be  in  addition,  when 
necessary,  to  the  yield  from  their  own  efforts. 

Next  in  importance  in  the  Finance  Commis- 
sion's opinion  is  the  need  for  a  new  type  of  organ-' 
ization  to  control  the  activities.  A  board  of 
twelve  unpaid  overseers  was  determined  upon 
many  years  ago  when  the  present  science  of  social 
welfare  was  unknown.  The  purpose  was  to  spread 
the  work  of  administering  over  as  many  persons 
as  possible  to  make  the  work  of  each  not  too  heavy 
a  burden,  considering  that  it  was  gratuitous  serv- 
ice, and  to  enable  the  different  sections  and  the 
different  races  and  religions  each  to  have  a  repre- 
sentative on  the  board. 

No  section,  race,  or  religion  necessarily  needs 
direct  representation  on  such  a  board  today,  and 
no  member  can  be  expected  to  give  the  time  and 
effort  necessary  for  the  handling  of  today's  prob- 
lems without  salary.  The  executive  direction 
of  the  department  today  is  by  a  secretary,  yet  the 
executive  is  subordinate  to  the  unpaid  twelve 
and  must  get  his  authority  from  specially  called 
meetings  of  now  this  part  of  the  twelve  and  now 
that.  What  can  be  decided  by  the  secretary 
and  what  must  be  decided  by  the  board  will  differ 
from  day  to  day  as  the  convenience  or  interest 
of  one  or  the  other  determines. 

Twelve  different  committees  of  the  board  of 
twelve  overseers  are  now  supposed  to  direct 
administration  through  the  secretary.  The  records 
show  frequent  meetings  and  regular  attendance 
by  the  majority  of  the  members,  but  such  infre- 
quent attendance  by  others  that  their  member- 
ship is  useless. 

Responsibility  is,  therefore,  difficult  to  apply. 
The  secretary  can  blame  the  policy  of  the  com- 
mittees if  something  goes  wrong,  and  the  board 
can  blame  judgment  or  misdirection  of  the  sec- 
retary. 

The  Finance  Commission  favors  the  enactment 
of  legislation  that  will  provide  the  substitution 
of  a  commissioner  of  public  welfare  for  the  board 
of  twelve,  that  will  also  provide  for  the  appoints 
ment  of  two  deputy  commissioners,  one  to  be  in 
charge  of  office  management,  and  the  other  to 
be  in  charge  of  the  field  work  of  the  staff.  The 
gathering  of  reliable  information  and  the  recording 
of  it  in  such  a  place  and  manner  that  it  can  be 
easily  referred  to  are  absolutely  necessary  to  the 
intelligent  granting  of  aid. 

Supplementing  this  organization  of  the  man- 
agement of  the  department,  the  Finance  Commis- 
sion believes  that  the  commissioner  should  be 
authorized  to  organize,  subject  to  the  approval 
of  the  Mayor,  an  advisory  council  similar  to  the 
State  Welfare  Advisory  Board,  consisting  of  repre- 


sentatives of  different  elements  of  our  population 
who,  by  their  experience  and  training,  would  be 
of  assistance  to  the  commissioner  in  solving  special 
problems  and  in  determining  general  policies. 

Many  problems  arise  in  such  work  that  many 
minds  should  consider,  but  the  decision  for  the 
solving  of  these  problems  should  be  in  one  official 
after  consultation  with  others,  if  efficiency  is  to 
be  obtained  and  responsibility  placed. 

With  the  policy  determined  and  a  proper  organ- 
ization effected,  the  next  need  is  an  efficient  system. 
What  now  passes  for  a  system  in  the  department 
has  scarcely  a  check  of  any  kind  in  its  make-up. 
Committees  may  laboriously  decide  one  thing 
and  the  secretary  may  order  another,  but  our 
investigation  has  shown  us  that  the  visitor  in  the 
district  or  the  paymaster  at  the  window  have 
things  pretty  much  their  own  way.  Committees 
may  determine  maxima  beyond  which  the  depart- 
ment cannot  give,  but  there  is  nothing  in  the 
system  that  allows  either  the  committee  or  its 
executive  to  assure  itself  or  himself  exactly  what 
has  been  given.  The  great  excuse  offered  for 
this  today  is  the  number  of  people  being  aided 
and  the  inadequacy  of  the  force,  but  it  is  apparent 
that  the  system  in  force  never  contained  the 
checks  that  modern  accountancy  supplies  for  all 
handling  of  money  and  the  working  system  was 
established  for  a  fractional  part  of  the  present 
large  demand  and  has  never  been  improved. 

An  illustration  is  the  giving  of  coal.  An  unem- 
ployed person  appearing  before  a  paymaster  for 
his  weekly  allowance  only  needs  to  ask  for  coal 
whereupon  an  order  for  a  quarter  or  half  ton  is 
issued.  Ai  a  result,  many  orders  have  been 
issued  to  persons  who  lived  in  rooms  or  apartments 
heated  by  other  than  the  persons  aided.  At  the 
time  of  our  investigation,  one  coal  dealer  had  on 
hand  142  orders  issued  within  two  months  upon 
which  he  claimed  he  had  made  or  could  make 
no  delivery  for  one  reason  or  another.  Yet  there 
was  no  check  in  the  Overseers'  6ystem  which  could 
discover  this,  and  payment  for  coal  orders  issued 
rested  entirely  on  the  statement,  unsupported, 
of  the  dealer  that  he  had  made  delivery.  This 
system  of  distributing  coal  is  wide  open  to  collusion 
and  fraudulent  abuse. 

Likewise  on  groceries,  orders  are  issued  to  indi- 
viduals which  are  filled  at  three  chains  of  stores. 
Instructions  are  given  to  the  chains  of  the  type 
of  groceries  that  should  be  supplied.  The  departs 
ment,  however,  never  receives  anything  to  prove 
that  groceries  have  been  delivered  to  the  persons 
for  whom  orders  are  given,  except  the  bills  rendered 
by  the  chain  management,  thus  leaving  the  dis- 
tribution of.  groceries  wide  open  to  collusion  and 
fraud. 

The  same  story  applies  to  the  remainder  of  the 
relief.  Rent  allowed  is  what  the  applicant  claims, 
not  what  a  receipt  shows  has  been  paid,  or  what 
a  bill  shows  should  be  paid.  In  fact,  no  check-up 
is  attempted  of  how  the  city  funds  given  to  insure 
life  and  health  have  been  utilized. 

The  condition  of  the  financial  records  is  no 
more  reassuring.  In  the  first  place,  records  of 
all  kinds,  of  money  received,  money  paid  out, 
and  securities  or  money  on  hand,  are  months 
behind.  There  is  evidence  of  an  attempt  at  some 
convenient  time  to  make  accounts  balance,  but 
they  seldom  do.  The  urge  of  the  system  pro- 
vided is  to  pay  out  as  fast  as  possible.  Accounting 
for  it  is  a  secondary  consideration. 

The  method  of  such  accounting  as  was  found  is 
archaic,  and  entirely  insufficient  to  keep  pace 
with  the  volume  and  speed  of  payments  under 
present  conditions.  Accounts  receivable  by  the 
city  from  other  cities  and  towns  do  not  check 
with  accounts  payable  in  those  other  municipal- 
ities. Cases  of  disputed  settlements  are  carried 
on  the  books  for  years  against  cities  and  towns 
that  have  already  repudiated  them,  and  effort 
has  been  lacking  to  induce  the  state  to  settle  for 
such  as  the  state  should  pay  for.  On  the  other 
hand,  cases  that  the  state  has  definitely  repudiated 
are  carried  on  the  books  as  collectable  accounts 
and  large  amounts  receivable  from  other  munici- 
palities remain  as  collectable  assets  only  because 
of  a  sort  of  gentlemen's  agreement  with  officials 
of  other  municipalities  that  they  will  not  invoke 
the  time  limit  the  law  sets  for  billing  them.  A 
statement  of  the  real  assets  of  the  department  is, 
therefore,  almost  impossible. 

Postings  of  control  accounts  of  one  class  (charges 
rendered  cities  and  towns)  are  a  year  behind;  of 
another  class  (receivable)  a  year-and-a-half  behind 
and  postings  of  cash  book  credits  against  indi- 
vidual accounts  are  a  year  behind. 
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A  proper  check-up  financially,  therefore,  ia  a 
very  difficult  proposition,  and  the  blame  for  it 
must  be  placed  at  the  door  of  the  Overseers  because 
repeatedly  for  several  yesrs  the  public  accountant 
sent  in  annually  by  the  City  Auditor  to  examine 
the  books  has  called  the  attention  of  the  board 
to  the  condition  of  its  financial  records  without 
avail. 

The  department  is  without  trained  bookkeepers 
or  accountants  and  the  need  for  such  is  of  primary 
importance.  Millions  of  dollars  in  currency 
annually  pass  through  the  department.  Securities 
of  more  than  a  million  are  in  permanent  possession. 
No  private  business  corporation  could  exist  for 
long  with  the  clerical  handling  of  these  large 
amounts  in  such  inexpert  hands. 

Trust  funds  are  not  used  strictly  as  the  donors 
intended,  but  income  is  allowed  to  pile  up  that 
might  have  been  used  to  ease  the  burden  of  the 
taxpayer,  and  if  there  ever  has  been  a  time  in  the 
history  of  the  city  when  that  money  should  be 
distributed,  it  is  now.  The  taxpayer  deserves 
whatever  relief  can  be  given  him. 

On  the  matter  of  the  visitation  of  cases,  opinions 
vary  as  to  a  proper  case  load.  A  national  research 
agency  has  reported  that  it  had  found  that  intelli- 
gent case  work  cannot  be  done  if  the  case  load  is 
over  100.  A  municipality  probably  cannot  be 
expected  to  give  that  degree  of  service  to  dependent 
aid  cases  since  a  municipality's  function  only  is 
to  relieve  distress,  but  it  is  apparent  that  with  a 
case  load  of  from  five  hundred  to  eleven  hundred, 
a  case  worker  can  do  little  more  than  give  out  the 
money. 

Adequate  case  records,  therefore,  in  the  Welfare 
Department,  unless  the  cases  happen  to  be  old 
are  very  meager,  and  a  reading  of  them  shows 
the  lack  of  training  in  the  fundamentals  of  case 
work  of  most  of  the  staff.  Records  of  visits  will 
not  necessarily  reflect  the  number  or  value  of  the 
visits  unless  the  worker  has  learned  first  the  most 
valuable  information  to  seek  in  a  visit,  and  then 
the  placing  of  such  information  on  record  for  the 
worker's  own  future  use  or  the  future  use  of  some 
other  worker;  and,  oversight  of  the  use  of  the 
aid,  and  auxiliary  service  towards  restoration  of 
a  family  to  independence  of  city  aid,  cannot  be 
obtained  without  sufficiently  frequent  visits. 
With  the  size  of  the  present  staff  and  the  abnormal 
extent  of  the  case  load,  sufficient  visits  cannot 
be  made,  and  reduction  of  the  vast  disbursement 
of  the  departments  by  elimination  of  unjustified 
relief  is  impossible. 

The  commission  is  gratified  to  note  that  con- 
struction of  an  addition  to  the  administration 
building  has  begun  and  that  the  day  is  not  distant 
when  the  department  will  have  an  opportunity 
to  obtain  more  space  for  its  workers.  The  present 
cramped  quarters  and  the  poor  layout  have  con- 
tributed heavily  to  the  general  confusion  in  which 
the  work  has  been  done.  The  commission  recom- 
mends that  in  the  addition  now  under  construc- 
tion the  Overseers  take  for  themselves  all  the 
space  their  department  needs  before  any  consid- 
eration is  given  to  private  agencies;  also  that  the 
space  reserved  for  the  payment  of  money  be  kept 
separate  from  other  work;  that  the  bookkeeping 
be  done  in  a  location  where  the  noise  caused  by 
large  numbers  of  people  coming  and  going  will 
not  prevent  concentration  on  the  work;  that 
provision  be  made  to  receive  new  applicants  in 
one  place,  and  to  interview  beneficiaries  already 
being  aided  in  another,  so  that  all  new  applica- 
tions may  rest  on  their  own  merit  entirely. 

The  Finance  Commission,  therefore,  recom- 
mends that  steps  be  taken  to  reorganize  the  per- 
sonnel and  the  work  of  the  department  in  the 
belief  that  a  reorganization  can  produce  efficiency, 
and  only  by  efficiency  can  the  tremendous  burden 
it  has  now  become  be  relieved,  and  a  still  greater 
burden  on  the  taxpayer  in  the  future  be  prevented. 
Respectfully  submitted. 
The  Finance  Commission, 

by  Frank  A.  Goodwin, 

Chairman. 

Placed  on  file. 


STREET  RAILWAY  POLICE  OFFICERS. 

A  communication  was  received  from  the  Boston 
Elevated  Railway  transmitting  a  list  of  street 
railway  police  officers  appointed  by  the  Mayor  of 
Cambridge. 

Placed  on  file. 


CONSTABLES'   BONDS. 

The  bonds  of  the  following-named  constables, 
having  been  duly  approved  by  the  City  Treasurer, 
were  received  and  approved: 

Michael  F.  Simmons,  Michael  J.  Duggan,  David 
A.  Donahoe,  Allan  Parker,  Philip  Bernstein. 


NEWSBOYS'  AND  BOOTBLACKS'  LICENSES. 

President  McGRATH  submitted  applications 
for  minors'  licenses  for  forty  newsboys  and  four 
bootblacks,  and  it  was  voted  that  the  licenses  be 
granted  on  the  usual  conditions. 


STANDING    OF    EAST    BOSTON    STRAND- 
WAY   LOAN. 

Coun.  NORTON— I  would  like  to  inquire,  Mr. 
President,  as  to  whether  or  not  this  Council  will 
have  anything  further  to  do  with  the  proposed 
East  Boston  Strandway, — a  million-dollar  ap- 
propriation. 

President  McGRATH — It  is  my  understanding, 
Councilor  Norton,  that  the  bill  as  passed  by  the 
Legislature  specifically  said  that  upon  the  accept- 
ance of  the  act  the  Council  had  nothing  further  to 
do  with  the  appropriation. 

Coun.  NORTON — A  further  point  of  informa- 
tion, Mr.  President,  in  section  4  of  chapter  422, 
Acts  of  1931,  House  No.  1700,  which  is  the  bill  in 
question,  it  states  as  follows: 

"This  act  shall  take  effect  upon  its  acceptance 
during  the  current  year  by  vote  of  the  City  Council 
of  said  city,  subject  to  the  provisions  of  its  charter, 
but  not  otherwise." 

Section  2,  Mr.  President,  of  the  amended  city 
charter  of  1909  states: 

"The  City  Council  may  originate  an  ordinance 
or  loan  order  and  may  reduce  or  reject  any  item  in 
any  loan  and,  subject  to  the  approval  of  the  Mayor, 
may  amend  an  ordinance.  All  sales  of  land  other 
than  school  lands,  all  appropriations  for  the  pur- 
chase of  land  other  than  for  school  purposes,  and 
all  loans  voted  by  the  City  Council  shall  require 
a  vote  of  two  thirds  of  all  the  members  of  the  City 
Council;  and  shall  be  passed  only  after  two  sepa- 
rate readings  and  by  two  separate  votes,  the 
second  of  said  readings  and  votes  to  be  had  not  less 
than  fourteen  days  after  the  first." 

I  would  respectfully  ask,  Mr.  President,  under 
these  provisions  how  it  is  that  we  do  not  have  the 
opportunity  to  pass  on  this  particular  loan  on  two 
different  occasions? 

President  McGRATH — Under  the  act  as  passed 
by  the  Legislature  the  first  five  lines  of  Section  3 
read: 

"For  the  purpose  of  meeting  the  cost  of  work 
authorized  hereunder,  not  exceeding,  however, 
one  million  dollars,  the  treasurer  of  said  city, 
without  any  other  authority  than  herein  contained, 
shall  from  time  to  time  on  request  of  the  mayor  of 
the  city  issue  and  sell  at  public  or  private  sale 
serial  bonds  of  the  city  to  an  amount  necessary  to 
meet  said  cost." 

Coun.  NORTON— Mr.  President,  I  feel  that 
many  members  of  this  body  were  of  the  opinion 
when  the  act  was  accepted  that  it  was  similar  to 
the  acceptance  of  the  former  acts  here  in  this 
body  this  year,  merely  a  formality.  In  this 
particular  case  it  appears  that  there  is  a  provision 
in  Section  3,  and  as  to  whether  or  not  it  is  legal 
would  be  a  good  question  of  law  here.  While  the 
Legislature  is  all-powerful,  still  I  question  that  the 
wording  of  this  Section  3  could  abrogate  our  city 
charter.  I  think,  Mr.  President,  under  the  order 
of  new  business  I  shall  introduce  an  order  here  that 
will  perhaps  cover  in  a  way  this  entire  matter. 
I,  for  one,  was  anxious  to  object  to  the  expenditure 
of  a  million  dollars  on  the  East  Boston  Strandway 
project  at  this  time. 

Coun.  FITZG.EUALD— Mr.  President,  in  view 
of  certain  things  taking  place  whereby  this  Council 
accepted  this  House  1700,  which  is  a  redraft  of  the 
original  bill,  an  explanation  is  in  order  from  some- 
body in  authority.  At  least  this  City  Council  is 
supposed  to  be  advised  by  their  City  Clerk  and 
their  Assistant  City  Clerk  and  by  their  Clerk  of 
Committees,  and  when  these  matters  are  pending 
here  we  should  be  told  the  full  truth,  and  hereafter 
1  shall  not  vote  on  any  question  unless  the  bill 
brought  before  this  Council  for  acceptance  is 
produced  here  in  printed  form.  It  is,  in  my 
opinion,  a  bold  piece  of  conspiracy  on  the  part  of 
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certain  individuals,  and  this  City  Council  stands 
in  a  most  ridiculous  position.  I  don't  blame  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  1,  but  I  was  distinctly  told 
either  here  in  the  chamber  or  in  the  executive 
session  that  the  acceptance  of  this  act  did  not 
provide  for  the  expenditure  of  money,  and  if  the 
City  Clerk  and  the  Assistant  City  Clerk  were  in 
possession  of  those  facts  then  they  deceived  this 
Council  whose  servants  they  are;  and,  sir,  if  this 
City  Council  is  to  be  owned  body  and  soul  and 
shackled  by  certain  individuals,  the  time  has  come 
for  every  thinking  and  independent  man  of  this 
body  to  assert  himself.  This,  in  my  opinion,  is  a 
foul  blot  upon  the  reputation  of  certain  individuals 
in  this  city,  and  I  say  hereafter  that  those  who  are 
the  creatures  of  this  Council  are  our  servants  and 
not  responsible  to  anybody  but  to  the  members  of 
this  body  who  elected  them.  I  think  it  is  very 
unfair  that  we  were  allowed  to  be  led  into  this 
position  of  accepting  something  which,  in  my 
opinion,  is  outrageous.  Of  course  it  is  a  sharp 
political  trick  on  somebody's  part,  and  we  were 
told  by  someone — I  cannot  say  now —  in  executive 
session,  but  we  should  be  informed  by  those  who 
are  our  servants  in  this  body;  and  if  the  time  has 
come  when  we  cannot  depend  upon  those  whom 
we,  by  our  votes  here,  have  elected,  and  who 
should  advise  this  Council  on  all  questions  coming 
down  from  the  Legislature  on  any  point  of  law  in 
question,  then,  sir,  we  become  hopeless  because 
who  are  we  to  look  to  if  we  do  not  look  to  those 
who  are  in  authority  and  whose  business  it  is  to 
examine  all  these  propositions  and  who  should 
properly  advise  us?  In  my  experience  I  don't 
remember  any  bill  ever  passed  by  the  Legislature 
which  was  couched  in  such  clever  terms,  and  I  am 
amazed  that  a  man  of  the  standing  of  Albert  F. 
Bigelow  of  Brookline  should  allow  his  name  to  be 
attached  to  a  proposition  of  this  kind.  In  my 
opinion  it  was  railroaded  through  the  Legislature 
in  a  clever  manner,  and,  Mr.  Bigelow,  you  are 
looked  upon  in  certain  circles  in  this  city  and  in 
this  Commonwealth  with  confidence,  holding  as 
you  do  an  important  place  on  the  Ways  and  Means 
Committee,  and  no  doubt  next  year,  owing  to  the 
death  of  Mr.  Jones,  you  probably  will  be  made  the 
chairman,  but,  sir,  it  is  to  your  everlasting  dis- 
grace, in  my  opinion,  and  it  stamps  you  as  being 
an  agent  of  those  who  are  not  working  for  the  best 
interests  of  this  Commonwealth  but  for  certain 
interests  who  made  their  money  for  years  in  a  way 
which  perhaps  has  not  been  beneficial  to  the  best 
interests  of  all  concerned.  Perhaps  there  is  no 
way  that  it  can  now  be  rescinded,  but  if  any  words 
of  mine  here  today  will  be  a  warning  to  him  in  the 
future  he  might  not  be  led  into  such  slick  tricks  as 
this  was,  to  have  this  put  over  either  by  the 
legislative  counsel  who  are  there  in  the  State  House 
or  by  some  other  slick  individuals  who,  I  state,  are 
always  ready  to  deal  in  city  land  and  land  sold  to 
the  city.  Everybody  knows  this  East  Boston 
proposition  is  an  outrage.  They  have  received 
.$400,000  in  tax  abatement.  At  least  they  should 
be  compelled  to  pay  that  back  at  this  time.  These 
millions  are  being  spent  in  one  or  two  sections  of 
the  city  to  the  detriment  of  other  sections.  Dor- 
chester, Jamaica  Plain  and  Brighton  are  growing 
sections.  Some  sections  of  the  city  are  suffering 
for  improvements.  I  come  from  a  great  section 
which  has  not  had  any  improvements  for  years 
and  we  sit  here  meeting  after  meeting  and  vote  for 
one  or  two  particular  sections,  millions,  and  we 
were  led  to  vote  for  this  proposition  which  was  put 
over  by  trickery,  deceit  and  other  things  that  I 
might  say  but  I  won't.  But  with  Mr.  Bigelow  I 
certainly  am  surprised.  He  was  chairman  of  the 
Committee  on  Pensions  and  every  little  pension 
bill  that  went  in  there  he  watched  so  carefully, 
and  no  family  in  need  did  he  care  about  but  every- 
thing was  scrutinized  to  the  limit,  but  when  it 
came  to  a  million  dollars  for  the  benefit  of  these 
gentlemen  in  East  Boston  who  took  this  land  over 
he  was  clever  enough  to  allow  it  to  go  by  the 
Legislature. 

Coun.  KELLY — Mr.  President,  I  recall  that 
when  two  weeks  ago  we  accepted  this  act  either 
the  councilor  from  Ward  5  or  Ward  8  asked  the 
Chair  a  question  similar  to  this,  "Would  not  an 
order  from  the  Mayor  for  a  million  dollars  have 
to  be  introduced  in  this  body  before  the  act  would 
be  accepted  and  the  work  could  be  done?"  That 
councilor,  whichever  one  it  was,  Councilor  Curtis 
or  Councilor  Dowd,  was  informed  that  this  act 
was  no  different  from  any  other  act,  and  I  see 
another  kind  of  smooth  business  here.  By  reading 
the  minutes  of  last  meeting  I  see  that  there  is  no 
record  of  the  question  being  asked  by  either  one  of 


those  two  councilors  and  no  answer  made,  but  I 
want  to  recall  to  you,  Mr.  President,  and  to  the 
members  of  the  Council,  that  such  a  question  was 
asked  and  was  answered.  I  say  that  whoever  was 
instrumental  in  having  scratched  from  the  official 
copy  of  the  proceedings  of  the  City  Council  of  two 
weeks  ago,  our  last  meeting,  those  remarks,  is  also 
guilty  of  criminal  neglect  to  the  people  of  Boston. 
1  heartily  agree  with  the  councilor  from  the  West 
End  m  everything  he  says,  and  I  intend,  if  no  one 
else  sees  fit  to  take  it  on  his  own  shoulders,  to  take 
a  taxpayer's  bill  signed  by  ten  taxpayers  to  the 
Supreme  Court  of  this  state,  which  cannot  be 
bribed  and  will  not  be  bribed,  and  the  Supreme 
Court  of  our  state  here,  regardless  of  this  trickery 
that  has  been  put  over,  will  agree  with  the  tax- 
payers that  this  is  a  foolish  expenditure  and  will 
not  stand  for  it. 

President  McGRATH — In  answer  to  the  coun- 
cilor the  Chair  would  state  that  the  councilor 
from  Ward  5  asked  that  question  in  connection 
with  the  loan  on  the  Boston  Airport  and  it  was 
asked  in  executive  session.  That  is  why  it  is  not 
in  the  record. 

Coun.  KELLY — Mr.  President,  I  disagree  with 
you.  It  was  asked  from  the  floor  here.  On  page 
253,  Mr.  President,  you  will  see  where  the  act  was 
accepted  without  a  question  being  asked,  and  that 
is  just  where  the  question  was  asked  and  answered 
either  by  the  City  Clerk  or  by  you,  sir. 

President  McGRATH— The  gentleman  is  mis- 
taken. It  was  not  in  connection  with  this  particular 
order  that  the  question  was  asked.  It  was  in 
connection  with  the  airport  and  I  think  the  record 
will  so  show  it. 

Coun.  KELLY — Well,  I  would  like  to  be  shown 
it  in  the  record,  Mr.  President,  before  we  go  any 

further. 

President  McGRATH— The  Chair  will  state  that 
on  page  218  of  the  minutes  of  the  City  Council,  in 
connection  with  an  act  authorizing  the  City  of 
Boston  to  borrow  money  for  airport  purposes,  on 
the  top  of  the  second  column,  Councilor  Curtis  said: 

"  Mr.  President,  I  would  like  to  ask  the  President 
to  ask  our  clerk  whether  it  would  follow  from  the 
acceptance  of  this  act  that  there  is  any  obligation 
at  any  time  to  appropriate  the  full  sum.  I  feel 
personally  very  doubtful  about  the  advisability  of 
appropriating  the  full  amount  suggested  but  I 
understand  the  question  is  not  before  the  body  at 
the  present  time.  1  would  like  to  have  a  ruling  as 
to  whether  my  understanding  is  correct." 

The  Chair  said,  "I  will  rule  that  the  acceptance 
of  this  act  accepts  the  legislation  but  carries  no 
obligation  on  the  part  of  the  Council  to  appropriate 
a  single  dollar." 

Coun.  KELLY — Mr.  President,  that  remark  was 
made  close  to  two  months  ago  by  Councilor  Curtis 
— that  question  was  asked.  Now,  it  was  two  weeks 
ago,  I  sat  right  here  in  my  chair  and  I  looked  over 
and  saw  Councilor  Curtis  rise  when  a  favorable 
report  was  made  by  the  Executive  Committee  on 
the  acceptance  of  this  act,  and  ask  you  specifically 
whether  or  not  our  voting  on  the  acceptance  of  the 
act  would  bind  us  on  the  million-dollar  appro- 
priation, and  he  was  informed  that  the  million 
dollars  would  have  to  come  in  here  in  the  form  of  a 
loan  order  as  had  been  customary  in  past  years 

President  McGRATH— Would  the  councilor 
kindly  show  the  Chair  in  the  record  where  the 
question  was  asked  and  where  the  statement  was 
made? 

Coun.  KELLY — That  is  just  why  I  am  on  my 
feet,  Mr.  President,  I  would  like  to  know  why 
such  a  question  and  such  an  answer  was  not  put  in 
the  record. 

President  McGRATH — I  would  suggest  that 
the  councilor  take  that  up  with  the  official  stenog- 
rapher. 

Coun.  KELLY — I  would  suggest  to  you,  Mr. 
President,  that  we  invite  the  stenographer  who 
was  present  here  two  weeks  ago  to  come  here  before 
us  in  our  executive  meeting  so  that  he  may  be 
interrogated  on  this  very  important  matter. 

President  McGRATH— The  Chair  will  have 
that  request  made. 

Coun.  DOWD — There  is  not  any  question  what- 
soever but  what  the  question  was  asked,  but  I 
don't  think  it  was  asked  here.  It  was  asked  in  the 
executive  session.  I  asked  the  question  myself 
after  I  attacked  the  order  because  of  the  fact  that 
a  corporation  controlled  by  W.  J.  McDonald  was 
behind  the  whole  thing.  You  know  and  I  know 
and  every  member  of  this  Council  knows  that  the 
question  was  asked,  and  I  move  you  that  the  Clerk 
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of  Committees  be  sent  for,  if  we  have  any  records 
or  minutes  of  the  proceedings  of  the  executive 
session. 

President  McG  RATH— The  Chair  will  state 
that  the  matter  can  be  taken  up  in  the  executive 
committee  meeting . 

Coun.  DONOVAN— Mr.  President,  I  take  an 
unpardonable  pride  in  the  fact  that  I  represent 
East  Boston  and  that  Dame  Fortune  has  at  last 
smiled  upon  East  Boston  during  my  tenure  of  office. 
Upon  interrogation  by  Councilor  Dowd  in  the 
executive  session  at  the  last  meeting  of  the  Council 
1  moved  for  the  acceptance  of  the  act  and  the 
passage  of  the  order.  The  interrogation  of  Mr. 
Dowd  at  that  time  was,  he  asked  me  if  I  knew  who 
owned  the  land.  1  said  I  was  not  at  all  interested 
in  who  owned  the  land.  I  said  I  was  interested  in 
the  development  and  growth  of  East  Boston. 
There  should  not  be  any  hysteria  because  of  one 
million  dollars  spent  in  East  Boston.  I  ask  any 
man  in  this  body,  do  you  believe  the  strandway  in 
South  Boston  is  essential?  I  say  to  you  this, 
visualize,  if  you  will,  East  Boston.  We  are 
entitled  to  the  development.  For  years  it  has  been 
a  crying  need  over  there.  I  explained  how  it 
would  enhance  the  value  of  the  property.  There 
are  some  1,200  home-owners  interested  in  this 
project.  There  has  been  no  collusion  on  any  man's 
part  in  reference  to  this  act.  I  never  talked  with 
the  Mayor  of  the  city.  I  am  interested  in  and 
follow  legislation  which  interests  my  district. 
There  shouldn't  be  any  running  to  cover  because 
the  Good  Government  Association  criticizes  this. 
During  my  term  of  public  office  of  ten  years  I  have 
never  found  the  Good  Government  Association 
ever  sponsoring  any  constructive  legislation.  They 
are  continually  knocking  because  it  does  not  meet 
their  viewpoint.  They  are  knocking  it  from  a 
Belfish  standpoint,  not  that  it  will  not  enhance  the 
value  of  real  estate,  but  because  they  wanted  to 
be  taken  into  consultation  and  asked  if  they  were 
interested  in  this  or  that, — from  strictly  a  selfish 
standpoint.  It  is  the  best  improvement  that  was 
ever  brought  to  the  district.  I  don't  have  to 
stand  here  and  defend  the  Mayor.  I  am  not  his 
spokesman.  If  I  thought  the  Mayor  was  wrong  I 
would  be  against  him,  but  in  this  particular  in- 
stance, as  in  many  other  instances,  the  Mayor  of 
the  city  is  right.  Over  in  East  Boston  we  are  pay- 
ing taxation  of  forty-one  millions  of  dollars.  We 
have  been  paying  taxes  since  1637.  There  have 
been  many  improvements  there  during  my  six 
years.  I  take  pride  that  the  crying  needs  of  the 
people  of  the  district  are  about  to  be  realized. 

Coun.  WILSON — I  will  not  commit  myself  at 
this  time  whether  or  not  I  was  personally  in  favor 
of  this  rather  expensive  improvement  for  the  East 
Boston  district.  1  do  take  the  attitude,  however, 
that  just  because  a  "fast  one"  perhaps  has  been 
slipped  across  the  plate  when  the  boys  were  looking 
up  the  first  base  line  there  is  no  reason  for  passing 
the  responsibility  to  the  clerk  or  assistant  clerk, 
who,  so  far  as  I  am  aware,  were  not  so  much  as  in 
the  executive  chamber  when  we  held  our  meeting 
of  two  weeks  ago.  Nor  is  it  ground  for  attacking 
the  integrity  of  the  official  stenographer  of  the 
City  Council.  It  seems  to  me  that  some  of  the 
boys  have  been  caught  off  base  and  they  are  putting 
up  the  usual  holler  to  the  umpire  for  what  was  done 
I  will  frankly  admit  that  it  amazed  me  and  it  is 
somewhat  of  a  disgrace  to  find  that  the  provisions 
of  the  city  charter,  about  which  there  is  such  a 
hallowed  feeling  and  which  is  so  frequently  referred 
to  and  defended  by  the  Good  Government  Asso- 
ciation, have  been  swept  aside  in  this  particular 
act  under  the  auspices  of  the  Legislature  and  the 
members  of  the  legislative  committee  who  would 
no  doubt  be  smiled  upon  by  members  of  that  same 
organization.  Their  time  might  perhaps  have  been 
better  spent  watching  the  new  way  of  sending 
loan  orders  through  the  City  of  Boston,  watching 
them  at  the  fountain  head,  namely,  in  the  halls  of 
the  Legislature.  Of  course,  the  average  member 
of  the  City  Council,  receiving  the  assurance  of  the 
Corporation  Counsel  on  all  these  bills  and  being 
told  by  men  of  legislative  experience  that  all  the 
Council  does  when  it  sends  a  bill  through'  to  the 
Legislature  is  to  abide  by  a  rule  which  has  been 
made  which  would  prevent  the  introduction  of  any 
Boston  bills  unless  we  gave  our  approval, —  relying 
on  that  to  an  extent  undoubtedly  we  were  lame  in 
passing  this  act.  Of  course  Section  4  of  the  act 
reads  in  the  usual  manner  and  the  joker  is  in  Sec- 
tion 3.  I  may  be  wrong  but  even  remembering 
the  tunnel  proposition,  remembering  the  South 
Boston     Strandway,     remembering     the     airport, 


remembering  Centre  street,  St.  Ann,  and  all  the 
great  projects  for  the  expenditure  of  public  money, 
even  under  the  last  administration,  this  is  the 
first  time  I  have  ever  seen  that  reading  in  Section  3 . 

"For  the  purpose  of  meeting  the  cost  of  the  work 
authorized  hereunder,   not   to   exceed   one   million 
dollars,  the  treasurer  of  said  city,  without  any  fur- 
ther authority  than  herein  contained,  shall  from 
time  to  time"  and  so  forth;    absolutely  sweeping 
aside  the  charter  ot  the  City  of  Boston  for  an  expen- 
sive improvement.     I  don't  say  that  I  oppose  the 
improvement.     I  don't  lay  the  blame  on  the  City 
of  Boston  nor  on  the  present  administration  of  the 
City  of  Boston,  but  I  lay  the  blame  exactly  where 
it  belongs,  up  on  Beacon  Hill,  with  the  lobbying 
that  must  have  been  done  to  slip  that  through. 
Even  saying  that  and  being  "caught  off  the  bag" 
to  that  extent,  I  refuse  to  "pass  the  buck"  to  the 
City  Clerk  or  the  Assistant  City  Clerk   or    to    an 
absent  stenographer  or  anybody  else.      It  was  a 
"fast  one"  and  you  might  as  well  admit  the  fact. 
Nor  do  I  admit  that  a  matter  of  a  million  dollars 
necessarily  means  the  employment  of  hundreds  of 
men,  although  I  did  read  in  the  splendid  itinerary, 
and  so  forth,   of   Mr.  Phelan,  published   at  some 
expense,  no  doubt,  giving  the  state  of  affairs  as 
of  about  the  first  of  this  month,  that  during  the 
past  week,  according  to  his  report,  there  has  been 
such   a  marked  falling   off   in   the  number  of   in- 
quiries for  assistance  that  his  apparent  local  un- 
employment   committees    have    the    situation    in 
hand,  so  that  Mr.  Phelan  is  under  the  impression 
that  there  is  no   more  unemployment.     There  is 
plenty  of  unemployment  in  my  ward,  and   I  am 
one  of  those  who  feel  that  the  putting  through  of  a 
million-dollar  project  is  not  helping  the  situation  at 
all,  not  when   I   ride  to  Lawrence  and  pass  that 
great  stretch  of  from  four  to  five  miles  under  con- 
struction near  Andover  costing  millions  of  dollars 
and  I  see  six  or  eight  men  there  digging  a  trench, 
and  when  I  pass  along  the  road  to  Plymouth  and 
see  a  stretch  that  is  nowhere  near  completion  that 
was  guaranteed  should  be  completed    under   state 
control  by  July  16,  and  when    I    find  more   town 
chiefs   and   captains   of   police   watching   the  jobs 
than  there  are  laborers  with  shovels.     There  are 
more  red  flags  being  carried  by  motorists  on  the 
highways  than  there  are  in  Central  Falls.     When 
you  consider  those  conditions  this  unemployment 
racket  becomes  a  joke  and  the  only  way  to  stop  it 
is  to  put  a  time  limit  on  some  of  these  contractors, 
and  I  have  an  order  to  that  effect.     With  all  the 
talk  at  the  State  House,  and  in  fact  down  here,  in 
reference   to   improvements   and   what   a   million- 
dollar  improvement  will  mean,  you  will  never  get 
any  more  than  fifteen  laborers  working  at  any  one 
time   on   two-mile   stretches   of   road    unless    you 
make  a  time  limit  on  the  contractors.     This  public 
improvement  is  a  joke  unless  you  make  that  limit. 
So  in  this  particular  project  the  water  perhaps  is 
over  the  dam,  but  let  us  not  "pass  the  buck"  to 
anybody  else  except  where  it  belongs. 

Coun.  FITZGERALD— In  reply  briefly  to  my 
distinguished  colleague  from  East  Boston,  the 
original  bill  was  House  233.  This  is  the  bill,  and 
the  Mayor  of  Boston  thought  so  much  of  those 
great  representatives  from  East  Boston  that  he  did 
not  think  it  worth  while  to  ask  any  one  of  them  to 
introduce  the  bill,  but  he  had  a  representative  of 
another  ward  in  the  city  introduce  the  bill  for  him. 
That  is  what  he  thought  of  the  members  from 
East  Boston.  "Section  1,  the  Metropolitan  Dis- 
trict Commission  is  hereby  authorized  to  lay  out," 
and  so  forth.  That  is  the  innocent  little  bill  that 
was  put  in  and  by  clever  lobbying  was  railroaded 
through.  Those  persons  who  are  not  familiar  with 
legislation — who  don't  know  how  the  wheels 
work — would  be  taken  off  their  guard  when 
they  read  House  233,  but  the  question  now  is,  and 
it  should  be  followed  to  the  limit,  to  find  out  who 
the  legislators  were  who  steered  it  through,  who 
it  was  that  convinced  the  hard  Committee  on  Ways 
and  Means,  which  watches  the  state  finances  so 
closely  and  who  are  so  vitally  interested  in  the 
affairs  of  the  Commonwealth,  and  have  them  tell 
us  how  they  got  that  bill  innocently  put  through . 
That  was  done  by  clever  manipulation,  and  no  bill 
that  I  can  remember  during  my  term  of  service  in 
the  Legislature, — and  I  go  back  pretty  nearly 
twenty  years, — have  I  seen  so  innocently  put 
through.     In  this  bill  it  says  in  Section  3: 

"For  the  purpose  of  meeting  the  cost  of  work 
authorized  hereunder,  not  exceeding,  however, 
one  million  dollars,  the  treasurer  of  said  city,  with- 
out any  other  authority  than  herein  contained, 
shall  from  time  to  time  on  request  of  the  Mayor 
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of  the  city  issue  and  sell  at  public  or  private  sale 
serial  bonds  of  the  city  to  an  amount  necessary  to 
meet  said  cost.". 

The  members  of  the  Legislature,  most  of  them, 
perhaps  did  not  pay  attention  to  the  proposition  as 
it  went  through,  and  I  say  that  when  I  was  in  the 
Legislature  many  members  would  take  for  granted 
all  that  Henry  Shattuck,  then  chairman  of  the 
House  Ways  and  Means  Committee,  would  say. 
I  remember  that  this  year  they  were  fighting  the 
Legislature  even  to  get  enough  money  for  the  poor 
insane,  didn't  want  to  provide  proper  means  for 
them,  didn't  want  to  give  enough  money  for  the 
hospitals,  but  they  would  give  a  million  for  those 
mud  fiats  in  East  Boston.  No  betterments — but 
when  they  widen  a  few  streets  in  the  city  they  put 
betterments  on  the  poor  people  who  will  not  be 
benefited  by  the  widening  and  they  are  compelled 
to  pay  and  they  have  ten  years  to  pay,  and  if  they 
do  not  pay  their  property  is  taken  away.  These 
people  in  Lynn  and  the  Revere  Beach  Railroad  will 
benefit  by  that.  It  will  be  five  millions  before  it  is 
through.  We  did  not  have  the  bill  before  us, 
which  was  a  mistake,  but  we  took  the  say-so  of 
some  people  here.  That  question  previously  re- 
ferred to  was  asked  and  I  am  still  under  the  im- 
pression that  Councilor  Curtis  asked  the  question 
from  his  seat  here,  that  he  said  that  after  fighting 
the  so-called  Governor's  Island  proposition  and  the 
airport  he  did  not  want  to  appear  to  oppose  every 
thing,  but  distinctly  asked  that  question,  and  I 
am  sorry  that  he  is  not  here  today  that  he  might 
state  his  position  on  the  matter.  However,  I 
don't  always  agree  with  what  Councilor  Wilson 
stated.  I  believe  it  was  in  order  because  this 
matter  will  be  an  issue  later  in  the  campaign.  The 
position  of  the  councilors  should  be  understood.  I 
simply  took  the  word  of  the  adviser  in  the  Council, 
and  I  think  it  will  be  stated  in  there,  if  Mr.  Bald- 
win's records  are  correct,  that  that  question  was 
asked.  I  still  doubt  that  it  was  not  asked  on  the 
floor  of  this  body. 

Coun.  NORTON — I  ask  unanimous  consent  Mr. 
President,  to  introduce  an  order  which  pertains  to 
this  matter. 

President  McGRATH — Councilor  Norton  wishes 
to  introduce  an  order. 

Coun.  NORTON  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Boston  City  Council  request 
the  Boston  Finance  Commission  to  advise  the 
Council  regarding  the  advisability  of  the  so-called 
East  Boston  Strandway  project,  and  also  supply 
the  City  Council  with  any  other  information  they 
are  able  to  give  in  this  matter. 

Coun.  NORTON— The  spending  by  the  City  of 
Boston  of  a  million  dollars  on  the  so-called  East 
Boston  Strandway  at  this  time  is  not  justified. 
This  proposed  road  starts  at  a  playground  and 
ends  up  at  a  coal  yard.  It  is  a  pleasure  road  that 
will  run  over  what  is  now  a  mud  flat,  a  place  that 
at  high  tide  is  under  water  and  at  low  tide  the  mud 
projects  from  one  foot  to  five  feet  above  the  water 
level.  It  will  in  no  way  relieve  the  traffic  to  the 
North  Shore,  now  handled  over  what  is  known  as 
North  Shore  Radial  Road  No.  4.  The  principal 
people  to  benefit  by  this  project  will  be  the  so- 
called  East  Boston  Company,  and  otherwise 
known  as  the  Boston  Port  Development  Company, 
said  company  having  over  ten  million  feet  of  mud 
flats  in  this  section  through  which  the  proposed 
road  is  to  run.  A  few  weeks  ago  the  Mayor, 
speaking  before  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs 
of  the  National  House  said  that  he  proposed 
spending  $1,600,000  on  this  road.  This  must 
mean  that  the  mud  flats  on  both  sides  of  the  road, 
if  it  goes  through,  will  also  be  bought  Up  and 
beautified,  for  no  city  would  think  of  building  a 
pleasure  strandway  surrounded  on  both  sides  by 
mud  flats.  Even  the  Board  of  Health  would 
object  to  this.  The  stock  of  the  East  Boston 
Company  is  listed  on  the  Boston  Stock  Exchange. 
It  has  been  very  inactive  for  years.  July  9,  1931, 
200  shares  of  it  were  sold  at  three  dollars  per  share. 
The  District  Attorney  of  Suffolk  County  should 
advise  us  as  to  just  who  are  the  real  owners  of  the 
stock.  I  am  sure  it  would  prove  a  revelation. 
On  July  11  last  William  J.  McDonald,  President  of 
the  Boston  Port  Development  Company  issued  a 
statement  to  the  Press   as  follows: 

"We  have  never  had  anything  to  do  with  the 
proposed  road.  As  we  saw  the  plans  in  the  news- 
papers we  were  more  or  less  opposed  to  it  but 
decided  not  to  interfere.     .     .     ." 

This  is  in  direct  contradiction  of  the  statements 
and  maps  issued  by  the  company  in  1929,  in  its 
portfolio  entitled  "Developing  Boston  aB  a 
Port."     No.  Ill  in  that  series  is  entitled,  "East 


Boston,  Ideal  for  Port  Development."  It  con- 
tains a  map  on  which  a  major  part  of  the  proposed 
strandway  is  included  and  labeled,  "Proposed 
Road."  No.  V  of  that  series  contains  a  map 
which  shows  the  strandway  in  more  detail,  labeled, 
"Proposed  Road."  Opposite  the  map  in  No.  Ill 
is  this  statement: 

"Existing  roadways  will  be  extended  into  and 
throughout  the  company's  various  land  sections, 
and  will  in  some  cases  be  expanded  into  broad 
highways  and  boulevards  penetrating  the  com- 
mercial, residential  and  recreational  neighbor- 
hoods." 

What  does  Mr.  McDonald  mean  when  he  states 
to  the  Press: 

"We  have  never  had  anything  to  do  with  the 
proposed  road  .  .  .  We  are  more  or  less 
opposed  to  it." 

If  this  road  is  to  be  continued  on  at  a  later  date 
and  connected  in  with  a  feasible  plan  to  relieve 
North  Shore  traffic  the  entire  metropolitan  area 
should  meet  the  cost.  Under  this  bill  the  City  of 
Boston  must  pay  the  entire  bill.  Surely  a  Legis- 
lature passing  upon  such  a  project  would  have  no 
objections  if  the  city  itself  were  willing  to  pay  the 
entire  cost  as  in  this  instance.  The  truth  of  the 
matter  is  that  this  bill  has  been  bandied  about  the 
Legislature  for  years.  A  few  people  interested  in 
the  East  Boston  flats  are  trying  to  "unload"  at 
the  cost  of  the  Boston  taxpayers  at  a  time  when 
we  have  to  reduce  the  amount  given  to  the  poor 
people  from  $25  a  week  to  $15  a  week.  How  can 
a  family  of  eight  children  and  a  mother  and  father 
live  on  $15  a  week,  buy  food,  clothes  and  pay  rent? 
At  the  very  time  when  we  reduce  the  amounts 
given  to  the  poor  we  seek  to  push  this  million 
dollar  luxury  project  through.  We  can  just  as 
well  do  without  it  at  this  time.  It  will  take  twenty- 
five  years  and  the  expenditure  of  sixty  millions 
of  dollars  to  properly  repair  and  relay  the  bad 
streets  that  we  now  have  in  Boston.  Over  three 
hundred  streets  in  my  own  ward  are  in  bad  con- 
dition. Property  owners  have  paid  taxes  on  their 
property  for  years,  and  here  we  propose  to  run  a 
million  dollar  project  over  mud  flats,  for  pleasure. 
The  Mayor  states  that  within  two  or  three  years 
after  this  road  is  completed  the  increase  in  value 
of  property  in  this  vicinity  will  more  than  pay  the 
amortization  charges.  I  disagree  with  this  view. 
For  twenty  years  we  will  pay  on  the  average  of 
$50,000  a  year  on  the  principal  of  $1,000,000 
which  is  borrowed,  and  $20,000  a  year  interest, 
making  a  payment  of  $70,000  approximately  a 
year  for  twenty  years.  We  are  now  paying  over 
eight  million  dollars  in  interest  charges.  The 
Mayor  is  making  all  the  improvements  on  the 
instalment  plan  to  be  paid  later  under  some  other 
administration  or  when  our  city  is  in  the  hands  of 
a  finance  commission  similar  to  Fall  River.  The 
city  tax  rate  is  roughly  three  per  cent  of  the 
assessed  value,  exclusive  of  the  state  and  metro- 
politan tax.  To  meet  this  extra  charge  of  $70,000 
for  twenty  years  the  city  must  increase  the  value 
of  property  in  the  vicinity  of  this  new  road  at  least 
$2,333,250.  The  Mayor  claims  it  will  pay  for 
itself  several  times  over.  In  other  words,  property 
along  the  East  Boston  flats  where  this  proposed 
road  of  gold  is  to  be  installed  will  increase  in  value 
$6,000,000  or  more.  The  city  in  this  locality  only 
assesses  about  663  Per  cent  of  the  value.  So  to 
meet  the  Mayor's  predictions  $10,000,000  or  more 
in  increased  property  values  would  be  necessary. 
Everyone  knows  that  property  values  in  Boston 
have  greatly  deflated.  The  bottom  has  virtually 
fallen  out  of  property  values.  On  Boston's  most 
conservative  and  aristocratic  street,  Common- 
wealth avenue,  a  home  can  be  purchased  for 
$12,000 — unheard  of  in  the  history  of  realty 
values  in  the  City  of  Boston,  and  yet  the  Mayor 
claims  that  as  a  result  of  this  road  property  border- 
ing on  the  mud  flats  will  increase  in  value  millions 
of  dollars.  A  brilliant  Boston  editor,  discussing 
values  sometime  ago  in  one  of  his  articles,  stated 
that  widening  streets  often  reduces  realty  values, 
especially  in "  commercial  sections.  He  cited 
Cambridge  street  as  an  example.  For  some  un- 
known reason  people  like  to  go  where  there  is  a 
crowd,  where  people  are  herded  together.  Faneuil 
Hall  square  was  improved.  The  city  assessed 
part  of  the  cost  on  the  property  owners,  who 
claimed  that  their  property  decreased  in  value 
instead  of  increased.  The  matter  was  compro- 
mised out  of  court.  The  same  with  the  Exchange 
street  widening.  A  large  piece  of  property  in  this 
instance  was  taken  out  of  taxation,  and  the  in- 
crease in  that  which  remained  has  not  paid  the 
amortization  charges.  You  have  heard  much 
about    Cambridge    street    improvement    and    we 
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were  told  that  by  this  expenditure  the  value  of  the 
property  in  the  immediate  vicinity  would  be 
increased  so  as  to  repay  the  city  for  the  original 
expenditure.  Listen  to  this  evidence  here:  At 
347  Cambridge  street,  Boston,  long  before  that 
widening  was  put  through,  was  a  piece  of  property 
which  in  1920  was  assessed  for  $60,000.  In  1929, 
nine  years  'afterwards,  the  property  was  only 
assessed  at  $66,300.  At  242  Cambridge  street 
the  property  in  1920  was  valued  at  $39,000,  and  in 
1930,  last  year,  it  was  valued  at  only  $40,000.  At 
1  to  7  Green  street  in  1920  the  value  was  $143,700 
and  in  1930  it  was  $135,700.  Over  on  the  South 
Boston  Strandway  you  hear  of  property  values 
having  been  increased.  Well,  the  dumps  are  still 
over  there  and  will  be  there  for  the  remainder  of  our 
lives,  apparently.  They  are  still  filling  in  to 
Castle  Island.  They  have  been  filling  it  in  for  the 
last  thirty  years.  Now,  we  have  the  Mayor's 
argument  that  we  are  going  to  increase  valuations 
so  as  to  repay  the  city.  Well,  over  at  Columbia 
road,  corner  of  P  street  and  the  Strandway,  in  1910 
the  property  value  was  $13,269  at  45  cents  a  foot. 
In  1929,  after  the  beautiful  strandway  was  put 
through  it  was  still  valued  at  45  cents  a  foot. 
Next  to  1592  Columbia  road,  strandway  property 
was  valued  in  1920  at  50  cents  a  foot.  In  1929 
it  was  50  cents  a  foot.  Between  1326  and  1422 
Columbia  road  property  valued  twenty  years  ago 
at  40  cents  a  foot  by  the  city  is  still  valued  at  40 
cents.  Between  1322  and  1326  Columbia  road 
land  valued  in  1910  at  35  cents  a  foot,  in  1929  was 
valued  the  same.  At  Columbia  road,  corner  of 
Vale  street,  property  valued  in  1910  at  30  cents  a 
foot  was  in  1929  still  valued  at  the  same  amount. 
Where  are  those  increased  property  values?  They 
will  tell  you  down  on  Salem  street,  and  I  am  sure 
my  colleague  will  agree  with  me,  that  you  widen 
the  street  there  and  you  destroy  the  stores  that 
are  there  now.  There  is  another  instance  of 
where  the  statement  that  the  thing  is  going  to  pay 
for  itself  in  increased  values  is  not  correct.  The 
market  men  in  Faneuil  Hall  square  said  about  the 
improvements  made  there,  "We  have  lost  money 
by  this  widening,"  and  they  came  here  and  were 
going  into  court.  They  never  went  to  court 
because  the  city  finally  took  10  cents  on  the  dollar 
off  the  increased  valuation.  It  is  a  fallacious 
argument  that  by  putting  through  this  strandway 
we  are  going  to  make  the  East  Boston  mud  fiats 
bloom  with  gold.  If  property  values  are  to  in- 
crease in  the  vicinity  of  this  proposed  million- 
dollar  road,  then  that  property  should  stand  the 
expense.  The  Mayor  says  the  increased  valuation 
will  repay  the  city  for  the  amount  expended. 
Then  why  are  these  property  owners  not  asked  to 
stand  a  part  of  the  million  dollar  expense?  In 
New  York,  in  Cincinnati,  in  Los  Angeles,  in 
leading  American  cities,  property  in  the  immediate 
vicinity  of  the  improvement  must  pay  the  cost. 
The  same  procedure  should  be  followed  here. 
Why  not  ask  the  opinion  of  perhaps  the  leading 
authority  in  America  in  the  matter  of  assessments, 
Mr.  Philip  Cornick,  of  the  Bureau  of  Municipal 
Research,  New  York  City,  as  to  the  advisability  of 
asking  every  taxpayer  in  Boston  to  pay  the  cost  of 
a  million-dollar  road  over  the  East  Boston  mud 
flats,  where  the  Mayor  declares  that  the  costs  of 
amortization  will  be  paid  two  or  three  times  over 
by  the  increased  assessments  on  property  in  the 
immediate  vicinity?  In  1928  the  East  Boston 
Company  owed  the  city  approximately  $351,000 
in  taxes,  costs,  interest,  sidewalk  and  sewer  assess- 
ments, and  so  forth.  The  city  reduced  this  charge 
to  $100,000.  At  the  present  time,  I  understand, 
the  1930  taxes  on  most  of  this  land  in  question 
have  not  been  paid.  This  would  seem  to  mean 
that  the  company  is  in  a  little  difficulty.  Rumor 
has  it  that  if  the  mud  flats  are  sold  to  the  city  the 
company  can  then  "make  headway"  on  better 
land  which  it  has  in  this  area.  I  am  sorry  if  these 
facts  are  so,  but  it  is  no  reason  why  the  85,000- 
odd  realty  taxpayers  in  the  city  should  be  asked  to 
rescue  the  company;  and  this  at  a  time  when  we 
have  a  hundred  thousand  people  in  our  city  accept- 
ing some  form  of  charity;  this  at  a  time  when  more 
people  are  hungry  and  dependent  on  some  form 
of  charity  than  any  other  time  in  the  history  of  the 
city;  when  the  cooperative  banks  are  issuing  in 
book  form  "Homes  for  Sale."  Never  in  history 
did  your  Merchants  Co-operative  Bank  have  to 
issue  in  book  form  the  names  and  the  addresses  of 
people  from  whom  they  have  taken  property. 
That  is  the  condition  we  are  up  against  here  today. 
The  Mayor  of  Boston  down  before  the  Military 
Affairs  Committee  in  Washington,  when  he  was 
conferring  regarding  Governor's  Island,  said  this; 
"Mr.     Chairman,     we    have    no     unemployment 


problem  in  Boston."  The  chairman  said,  "Mr. 
Mayor,  we  would  like  you  to  write  out  for  us  the 
receipt  of  just  how  it  is  in  Boston  that  you  have  no 
unemployment  problem."  Senator  David  I.  Walsh 
when  he  heard  it  was  astounded.  He  looked  at  the 
letters  on  his  desk  and  said,  "Who  is  right,  the 
Mayor  or  these  people  who  are  begging  for  some- 
thing to  eat?"  It  hurts  me  to  have  to  disagree 
with  the  Mayor.  I  don't  like  to.  There  is  no  one 
in  this  Council  that  admires  certain  qualities  that 
he  has  more  than  I,  but  at  the  same  time  I  must 
disagree  with  him  on  projects  such  as  this.  The 
Mayor  of  Boston  did  exactly  as  I  told  you  he 
would  do  two  weeks  ago  when  I  asked  him  to  tell 
this  Council  what  General  Fox  Conner  told  him  in 
the  Parker  House  would  be  the  stipulation  made 
by  the  Federal  Government  on  the  taking  over  of 
the  Governor's  Island  project.  The  Mayor  of 
Boston  did  as  I  said  he  would  do  here,  he  said  he 
won't  bother  with  it.  Philadelphia  asked  the 
Federal  Government  for  Hog  Island.  Finally 
Philadelphia  said,  "We  will  buy  the  whole  thing 
outright."  Los  Angeles  asked  for  an  island  in  the 
Pacific  Ocean.  So  many  restrictions  were  pinned 
on  it  that  Los  Angeles  said,  "We  will  buy  it  first." 
When  we  asked  for  Governor's  Island  our  Mayor 
knew  our  government  would  place  so  many  re- 
strictions he  eventually  would  have  to  spend  five 
to  ten  millions  or  give  the  whole  program  up  as 
illusionary.  This  project  here  will  be  given  up. 
It  is  fine  for  East  Boston  in  a  normal  time,  but  to 
spend  a  million  dollars  of  the  people's  money  at  a 
time  when  we  haven't  got  it  and  when  we  have 
been  forced  to  reduce  a  mother  and  father  and 
eight  or  ten  children  to  live  on  $15  a  week,  is 
most  inopportune.  For  the  last  six  months  I  have 
intimated  to  you  what  was  coming.  I  have  told 
you  what  Detroit  was  doing,  I  have  told  you  what 
Philadelphia  was  doing,  and  now  Detroit  is  doing 
even  better  than  we  are.  Here  is  a  letter  from  the 
city  of  Detroit  in  which  they  say  that  for  a  family 
of  ten  $12  a  week  is  allowed  for  food.  In  addition 
to  this  the  city  pays  the  rent.  For  a  family  of  ten 
in  Boston  today  they  get  $15  to  pay  rent,  to  buy 
the  food  and  to  clothe  the  children.  Now,  I 
respectfully  submit,  gentlemen,  that  this  is  not 
the  time  to  be  spending  millions  of  dollars.  We 
haven't  got  it  to  spend  and  if  we  have  got  it  let  us 
hold  it  until  next  winter  to  feed  the  poor,  because 
I  have  predicted  time  and  again  that  this  depression 
is  going  to  last  not  one  year;  it  is  going  to  last  many 
years.  There  is  no  way  out.  The  authorities  of 
the  world  today  are  agreed  upon  it.  You  have  as 
much  information  on  the  economic  problem  today 
as  the  President  of  the  United  States  if  you  will 
study  the  reports  that  are  issued,  and  the  President 
of  the  United  States  is  in  a  great  quandary.  Sena- 
tor Walsh  said  to  me  he  doesn't  know, — I  don't 
know,  no  man  knows, — but  the  future  looks 
terrible.  What  are  those  little  children  coming 
from  school  going  to  do?  Now,  gentlemen,  that 
is  why  we  are  in  here.  Those  values  along  this 
street  right  across  from  City  Hall  have  doubled  in 
the  last  few  years.  Values  all  over  the  city, 
Atlantic  avenue  and  the  market  section  all  have 
doubled.  A  little  home  five  years  ago  was  worth 
$15,000.  Now  they  will  do  well  to  get  eight.  Go 
into  any  cooperative  bank  in  the  City  of  Boston 
and  probably  at  your  own  price,  if  you  have  the 
cash,  purchase  any  one  of  a  hundred  homes.  This 
is  not  the  time  to  be  throwing  money  away  on  the 
East  Boston  mud  flats. 

The   order   was   referred    to   the   Committee   on 
Rules. 


PRINTING  OF  FOURTH  OF  JULY  ORATION. 

Coun.  MURRAY  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Printing  be 
authorized  to  print  the  usual  edition  of  the  Fourth 
of  July  Oration  delivered  by  the  Hon.  David  I. 
Walsh  on  July  4,  1931,  the  expense  to  be  charged  to 
the  appropriation  for  City  Documents. 
Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


SIDEWALK   ON   TOLMAN   STREET. 

Coun.  FISH  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Works 
make  a  sidewalk  along  Tolman  street,  both  sides, 
from  Neponset  avenue  to  Norwood  street,  Wardt16, 
in  front  of  the  estates  bordering  thereon;  said  side- 
walk to  be  from  3  to  10  inches  above  the  gutter 
adjoining,  to  be  from  5  to  12  feet  in  width,  and  to 
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be  built  of  artificial  stone,  with  granite  edgestones, 
under  the  provisions  of  chapter  196  of  the  Special 
Acts  of  1917. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


PROHIBITING   HEAVY   TRUCKING. 

Coun.  FISH  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Boston  Traffic  Commission 
be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  pro- 
hibit heavy  trucking  on  Carruth  street  and  Bush- 
nell  street,  Ward  16. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


TENNIS  COURT,  CRON1N  PLAYGROUND. 

Coun.  FISH  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Park  Commission  be  re- 
quested, through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  install 
a  tennis  court  at  the  Cronin  Playground,  Ward  16. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


ANNUITY  TO  WIDOW  AND  CHILDREN  OF 
FRANK   J.   COMEAU. 

Coun.  FISH  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  chapter  427  of  the  Acts  of  1931, 
entitled  "An  Act  Authorizing  the  City  of  Boston 
to  Pay  an  Annuity  to  or  for  the  Benefit  of  the 
Widow  and  Children  of  Frank  J.  Comeau,  be,  and 
hereby  is,  accepted. 

Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 


REPAVING   OF  WASHINGTON   STREET, 
WARD   14. 

Coun.  RUBY  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor, 
to  repave  Washington  street,  from  Grove  Hall  to 
Harvard  street,  Ward  14,  with  smooth  paving. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


SIDEWALK  ON  OLNEY  STREET. 

Coun.  RUBY  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  make  a  sidewalk  along  Olney  street,  both 
sides,  from  120  feet  east  of  Blakeville  street  to 
Rosseter  street,  Wards  14  and  15,  in  front  of  the 
estates  bordering  thereon;  said  sidewalk  to  be 
from  3  to  10  inches  above  the  gutter  adjoining,  to 
be  from  5  to  12  feet  in  width,  and  to  be  built  of 
artificial  stone,  with  granite  edgestones,  under 
the  provisions  of  chapter  196  of  the  Special  Acts 
of  1917. 
Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


SIDEWALK  ON  WHITING  STREET. 

Coun.  BUSH  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Commissoner  of  Public 
Works  make  a  sidewalk  along  Whiting  street, 
south  side,  from  Warren  street  to  105  feet  east 
of  Moreland  street/Ward  12,  in  front  of  the  estates 
bordering  thereon;  said  sidewalk  to  be  from  3  to 
10  inches  above  the  gutter  adjoining,  to  be  from 
5  to  12  feet  in  width,  and  to  be  built  of  artificial 
stone,  with  granite  edgestones,  under  the  pro- 
visions of  chapter  196  of  the  Special  Acts  of  1917. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


SIDEWALK  ON  HOLWORTHY  STREET. 

Coun.  BUSH  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  make  a  sidewalk  along  Holworthy  street, 
both  sides,  from  Humboldt  avenue  to  Harold 
street,  Ward  12,  in  front  of  the  estates  bordering 
thereon;  said  sidewalk  to  be  from  3  to  10  inches 
above  the  gutter  adjoining,  to  be  from  5  to  12 
feet  in  width,  and  to  be  built  of  artificial  stone, 
with  granite  edgestones,  under  the  provisions  of 
chapter  196  of  the  Special  Acts  of  1917. 
Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


SIDEWALKS  ON  HIGHLAND  STREET. 
Coun.  ENGLERT  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  make  a  sidewalk  along  Highland  street, 
north  side,  from  Marcella  street  to  Centre  street. 
Ward  11,  in  front  of  the  estates  bordering  thereon; 
said  sidewalk  to  be  from  3  to  10  inches  above  the 
gutter  adjoining,  to  be  from  5  to  12  feet  in  width, 
and  to  be  built  of  artificial  stone,  with  granite 
edgestones,  under  the  provisions  of  chapter  196 
of  the  Special  Acts  of  1917. 

Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  make  a  sidewalk  along  Highland  street, 
west  and  north  sides,  from  Linwood  street  to  Mar- 
cella street,  Ward  11,  in  front  of  the  estates  bor- 
dering thereon;  said  sidewalk  to  be  from  3  to  10 
inches  above  the  gutter  adjoining,  to  be  from  5 
to  12  feet  in  width,  and  to  be  built  of  artificial 
stone,  with  granite  edgestones,  under  the  provi-  ■ 
sions  of  chapter  196  of  the  Special  Acts  of  1917. 

Severally  passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


ACCEPTANCE   OF   HIGHLAND    PLACE, 
WARD   9. 

Coun.  GLEASON  offered  the  following: 
Ordered.    That    the    Board    of    Street    Commis- 
sioners be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor, 
to  accept  and  lay  out  Highland  place,  Ward  9,  as  a 
public  highway. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


SIDEWALK.    MT.    PLEASANT   AVENUE. 

Coun.  DOWD  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  make  a  sidewalk  along  Mt.  Pleasant  avenue, 
west,  north  and  east  sides,  from  Dudley  street  to 
Dudley  street,  Ward  8,  in  front  of  the  estates  bor- 
dering thereon;  said  sidewalk  to  be  from  3  to  10 
inches  above  the  gutter  adjoining,  to  be  from  5  to 
12  feet  in  width,  and  to  be  built  of  artificial  stone, 
with  granite  edgestones,  under  the  provisions  of 
chapter  196  of  the  Special  Acts  of  1917. 
Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


REVOCATION  OF  PARKING  RULES,  SOUTH 
BOSTON   STRANDWAY. 

Coun.  MAHONEY  and  Coun.  LYNCH  offered 
the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Boston  Traffic  Commission 
be  requested  to  immediately  revoke  the  rule  pro- 
hibiting parking  on  the  water  side  of  the  strandway. 
and  that  they  be  also  requested  to  take  no  further 
action  limiting  or  prohibiting  parking  along  the 
waterfront  of  South  Boston  without  first  giving  the 
councilmen  and  representatives  from  the  district 
an  opportunity  to  be  heard. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


ACCEPTANCE   OF   BOSTON    PLACE. 

Coun.  LYNCH  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Board  of  Street  Commissioners 
be  requested,   through   his   Honor   the   Mayor,   to 
accept  and  lay  out  Boston  place,  Ward  7,  as  a  public 
highway. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


RESURFACING    WOODWARD    STREET. 

Coun.  LYNCH  offered  the  following: 

Ordered.  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Works 

be  requested,   through   his   Honor   the   Mayor,   to 

resurface  Woodward  street.  Ward  7. 
Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


REIMBURSEMENT  TO  PATROLMAN 
ROBERT  G.  WHITE. 

Coun.  DONOVAN  offered  the  fojlowing: 
Ordered,  That  the  Police  Commissioner  be  re- 
quested, through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  confer 
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with  the  trustees  of  the  fund  collected  by  the 
Public  Safety  Committee  of  1919,  and  advise  the 
City  Council  if  it  is  possible  to  reimburse,  from 
said  fund,  Patrolman  Robert  G.  White,  of  Police 
Division  7,  in  the  sum  of  thirty-nine  dollars  and 
eighty  cents,  the  amount  of  his  weekly  pay  which 
was  lost  from  his  pocket  while  immersed  in  the 
water  saving  the  life  of  a  drowning  person  on  June 
5,  1931. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


TENNIS  COURT,  WORLD  WAR   MEMORIAL 
PARK. 

Coun.  DONOVAN  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Park  Commission  be  re- 
quested, through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  take 
such  action  as  will  insure  preference  to  citizens 
of  Boston  in  the  use  of  the  tennis  courts  at  World 
War  Memorial  Park,  Ward  1. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


•PLAYGROUND,  DUNBAR  AVENUE. 

Coun.  WILSON  called  up  No.  8  on  the  calendar, 
under  unfinished  business,  viz.: 

Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  5530,000  be,  and  the 
same  hereby  is,  appropriated,  to  be  expended 
under  the  direction  of  the  Board  of  Park  Commis- 
sioners, for  Playground,  Vicinity  of  Dunbar 
Avenue,  Ward  17,  Improvements,  etc.,  and  that 
to  meet  said  appropriation  the  City  Treasurer 
be  authorized  to  issue,  from  time  to  time,  upon 
request  of  the  Mayor,  bonds  or  certificates  of 
indebtedness  of  the  city  to  said  amount. 

On  June  29,  1931,  the  foregoing  order  was  read 
once  and  passed,  yeas  16,  nays  0. 

The  order  was  read  a  second  time  and  again 
passed,  yeas  18,  nays  0. 


RESCISSION  OP  POLICE  STATION    LOANS. 

Coun.  BUSH  called  up  No.  9  on  the  calendar, 
viz.: 

Ordered,  That  the  order  passed  by  the  City 
Council  March  2,  1931,  and  approved  by  the 
Mayor  March  3,  1931,  for  a  loan  of  $350,000,  to 
be  expended  under  the  direction  of  the  Police 
Commissioner,  for  New  Police  Station,  West  End 
District,  be,  and  the  same  hereby  is,  rescinded. 

Ordered,  That  the  order  passed  by  the  City 
Council  March  2,  1931,  and  approved  by  the 
Mayor  March  3,  1931,  for  a  loan  of  $350,000  to 
be  expended  under  the  direction  of  the  Police 
Commissioner,  for  New  Police  Station  and  Garage, 
Divisions  4  and  5,  be,  and  the  same  hereby  is, 
rescinded. 

On  June  29,  1931,  the  foregoing  order  was  read 
once  and  passed,  yeas  21,  nays  1. 

The  order  was  read  a  second  time  and  again 
passed,  yeas  18,  nays — Coun.  KeUy — 1. 


SIDEWALK  ON  SCHOOL  STREET. 

Coun.  WILSON  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  make  a  sidewalk  along  School  street,  north 
side,  from  west  side  of  No.  19  to  Washington 
street  (edgestone  only),  Ward  17,  under  the  pro- 
visions of  chapter  196  of  the  Special  Acts  of  1917. 
Order  passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


LIMITING  THE  NUMBER  OF  CONSTABLES. 
Coun.  WILSON  offered  the  following: 

An  Ordinance. 
Be  it  ordained  by  the  City  Council  of  Boston,  as 
follows: 
Section    1.     Appointments    of    constables    shall 
specify  in  each  case  whether  the  appointment  is  for 
a  position  connected  with  the  city  or  county  service 
#to  serve  without  bond  or  for  the  service  of  civil 
process  upon  the  filing  of  the  bond  required  by  law. 
Sect.  2.     From  and  after  the  date  of  the  passage 
of  this  ordinance  no  persons  other  than  those  al- 
ready appointed,  confirmed  and  qualified  as  con- 
stables shall  be  appointed  or  reappointed  as  con- 
stables with  authority  to  serve  civil  process  upon 


filing  bonds  until  such  time  as  the  number  of  such 
constables  shall  have  been  reduced  to  one  hundred. 
Thereafter  the  number  of  constables  authorized  to 
serve  civil  process  upon  filing  bonds  shall  be  limited 
to  one  hundred. 

Coun.  WILSON — Mr.  President,  I  would  say  in 
reference  to  this  particular  order  that  the  time  had 
come  when  a  reasonable  limit  of  some  nature  should 
be  put  upon  the  number  of  persons  allowed  to  wear 
badges  as  constables  of  the  City  of  Boston  and  put 
a  stop  to  the  apparent  practise,  without  reflection 
on  some  of  the  constables,  of  every  man  out  of  a 
job  wanting  to  be  a  police  officer.  At  the  present 
time  there  have  been  for  the  year  1930,  since  May 
1,  238  appointments  come  through.  Of  that  num- 
ber, 194  have  been  confirmed,  153  have  filed  bonds 
and  44  are  pending.  I  would  ask  that  this  par- 
ticular order,  which  is  an  ordinance,  be  sent  to  the 
usual  committee  with  the  suggested,  limit  of  the 
constables  being  100,  but  perhaps  after  a  proper 
hearing  they  can  either  increase  or  decrease  that 
number.  But  I  think  this  is  a  necessary  ordinance 
at  this  time. 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Ordinances. 


CONTRACTS  FOR   CURRENT   SEASON 
WORK. 

Coun.  WILSON  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Public  Works  Commissioner, 
through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  be,  and  he  hereby  is, 
respectfully  requested  to  provide  in  future  street 
contracts  for  the  coming  season  that  work  shall  be 
completed  in  each  case  within  a  reasonable  time 
and  by  a  date  certain. 

Coun.  WILSON — With  reference  to  that  par- 
ticular order  it  is  in  line  with  something  I  said  in 
the  earlier  discussion  today.  Without  reflection 
on  the  Public  Works  Commissioner,  I  am  con- 
vinced the  only  way  the  street  construction  pro- 
gram will  mean  any  work  for  laborers  is  the  placing 
of  a  reasonable  time  limit  on  the  jobs  and  thereby 
forcing  the  contractor  to  do  the  same  work  for 
the  same  money  in  about  one  fifth  of  the  time. 

Coun.  DOWD — While  I  agree  with  the  councilor 
from  Dorchester  and  his  order,  I  thoroughly  dis- 
agree that  the  only  way  we  can  help  unemploy- 
ment is  what  he  says  about  the  time  limit.  I  have 
introduced  an  order  in  this  Council  stating  one 
way  we  can  help  unemployment  in  this  city  is  to 
eliminate  machines  and  put  more  men  to  work. 
I  reiterate  the  statements  I  have  made  before  that 
the  only  way  the  Mayor  of  Boston  or  this  City 
Council  can  relieve  the  unemployment  situation 
is  displace  all  machines.  You  can  go  on  any  job 
in  the  City  of  Boston,  no  matter  where  it  is,  and 
find  ten  or  twelve  men  and  three  or  four  machines. 
While  I  am  in  accord  with  the  councilor  from 
Dorchester  on  his  time  limit,  I  say  to  the  Mayor 
of  Boston  the  time  has  come  when  he  should  at 
least  displace  machines  and  put  more  men  to  work. 
•   Passed  under  a  suspension  of  the  rule. 


INFORMATION   CONCERNING   EAST 
BOSTON   TUNNEL   JOB. 

Coun.  WILSON  offered  the  following  orders: 
Ordered,  That  the  Transit  Commission,  through 
his  Honor  the  Mayor,  be,  and  said  Transit  Com- 
mission is,  hereby  requested  to  advise  the  City 
Council  in  writing  forthwith  the  names  and  ad- 
dresses of  the  men  working  on  the  East  Boston 
Tunnel  job  as  shown  by  the  pay  roll  for  the  week 
ending  July  7,  1931,  and  also  advise  whether  each 
and  every  one  of  said  workmen  is  a  citizen  of  the 
United  States. 

Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  be,  and  he 
hereby  is,  respectfully  requested  to  confer  with  the 
contractors  now  engaged  with  the  construction  of 
the  East  Boston  Tunnel  and  that  the  Mayor, 
through  the  Transit  Commission,  insist  that  earlier 
assurances  of  the  said  contractor  be  complied  with 
and  that  men  employed  on  the  East  Boston  Tunnel 
job  shall  not  only  be  citizens  of  the  United  States 
as  provided  in  the  contract  but  also  residents  of  the 
City  of  Boston  so  far  as  competent  men  may  be 
available. 

Ordered,  That  the  Municipal  Employment 
Bureau,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  advise  the 
City  Council  forthwith  the  number  of  men  actually 
placed  at   work   through   said  department  on   the 
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East  Boston  Tunnel  job,  together  with  the  name 
and  address  of  each  man  and  the  ward  in  which  he 
resides. 

Coun.  WILSON — Back  last  spring  the  coun- 
tenance of  the  gentleman  from  Ward  1  glowed,  as 
it  always  does,  with  East  Boston  improvements, 
when  this  body  authorized  the  expenditure  of  some 
sixteen  millions  of  dollars  partly  on  the  plea  it 
would  undoubtedly  be  of  some  aid  to  the  unemploy- 
ment situation.  Having  had  some  difficulties  with 
the  Municipal  Employment  Bureau  in  the  placing 
of  men,  I  called  on  the  Silas  Mason  Company  on 
April  16  and  at  that  time  was  assured  by  the  firm 
in  accordance  with  their  earlier  newspaper  propa- 
ganda that  the  larger  amount  of  the  workmen  on 
that  particular  job  would  be  employed  from  laborers 
in  Boston;  and  I  was  given  distinctly  to  under- 
stand in  the  office  of  the  company  itself  that  the 
employment  would  be  through  the  municipal  em- 
ployment agency  of  the  City  of  Boston,  to  such  an 
extent  they  stated,  on  April  16,  they  were  even 
sending  applications  from  their  office  to  the  Munic- 
ipal Employment  Bureau  before  they  hired  a 
single  man.  They  stated  at  that  time,  on  April 
16,  that  in  about  six  weeks  they  would  really  be 
putting  a  substantial  number  of  men  to  work.  I 
took  the  trouble  to  visit  the  Municipal  Employ- 
ment Bureau  a  week  ago  Friday  and  had  the  usual 
experience,  I  imagine,  of  the  average  workman 
hanging  around  the  door  and  after  some  half  an 
hour  1  managed  to  raise  somebody  there  to  answer 
a  civil  question;  and  from  there  I  went  to  the  East 
Boston  Tunnel  and  took  the  trouble  to  write  down 
personally  the  entire  pay  roll,  and  perhaps  I  flatter 
it  when  1  say  the  entire  pay  roll, — but  the  pay  roll 
for  the  week  ending  July  7,  and  I  wrote  down  the 
names  so  far  as  you  could  spell  them  and  the  jobs 
they  purported  to  be  filling  and  found  there  were 
the  surprising  number  of  men  working  there  on 
Friday,  a  week  ago,  of  138  men,  including  the  im- 
ported foremen  and  others  from  Georgia,  the  inflec- 
tion of  most  of  the  boys  in  the  East  Boston  job 
being  the  Georgia  accent.  However,  some  of  them 
are  constituents  of  the  gentleman  from  Ward  1. 
The  point  I  am  raising:  We  were  given  assur- 
ance by  this  particular  company  they  would 
employ  Boston  men.  If  I  read  the  papers  rightly 
and  I  think  I  did  read  them  correctly  yesterday, 
there  was  a  contractor  from  Massachusetts  who  was 
fortunate  or  unfortunate  enough  to  win  a  New 
York  job  and  when  he  went  over  there  with  Boston 
men  they  were  given  their  carfare  or  told  to  find 
their  carfare  home;  that  the  work  was  being  done 
by  New  York  men.  The  purpose  of  this  order  is 
this:  I  want  to  ascertain  first  the  number  of  men 
on  that  pay  roll,  July  7,  and  1  have  the  names 
already.  I  want  to  ascertain  their  addresses,  1 
want  to  ascertain  from  the  Transit  Commission 
what  efforts  are  made  to  check  up  on  their  citizen- 
ship; and  ascertain  from  the  Municipal  Employ- 
ment Bureau  what  number  of  those  men  have  been 
sent  by  that  department.  I  want  to  check  up 
through  the  Election  Department  how  many  of 
those  men  are  on  the  voting  list  of  Boston  and  I 
give  that  department  and  the  Transit  Commission 
warning  I  am  going  to  check  up  whether  the 
straight  story  comes  through  and  when  if  ever  they 
get  down  to  business  on  this  sixteen  million  dollar 
job  I  want  to  see  that  the  assurances  of  this  com- 
pany are  kept  and  that  Boston  laborers  are  put  on 
that  job,  if  it  is  the  laBt  thing  we  do,  following  the 
example  of  New  York  men  on  New  York  jobs.  So 
1  say  that  is  the  purpose  of  these  three  orders  and 
I  trust  the  information  will  come  through  promptly 
because  if  it  doeBn't  we  will  get  it  another  way. 
With  reference  to  the  Municipal  Employment 
Bureau,  I  have  those  figures  which  can  be  brought 
out  more  appropriately  and  conveniently  when 
the  next  request  comes  through  for  more  appro- 
priations from  that  department.  I  was  interested 
to  check  the  record  of  that  department  for  the  past 
sixteen  weeks,  or  four  months,  if  my  arithmetic  is 
correct,  and  1  found  that  in  the  four  months 
period, — and,  of  course,  I  cannot  take  any  better 
authority  than  the  weekly  reports  from  the  Munic- 
ipal Employment  Bureau  itself, —  and  I  cannot 
say  men  live  in  wards  they  do  not  list  them  under. 
I  cannot  say  they  were  placed  at  work  if  they  were 
not, — but,  using  their  own  figures,  their  own 
authority,  I  find  as  a  result  of  the  feverish  endeavor 
of  that  department  on  Church  street  for  four 
months,  1,003  men  went  to  work  for  periods  aver- 
aging between  one  hour's  job  of  washing  windows 
and  perhaps  two  or  three  hours  delivering  telephone 
books,  up  to  perhaps  weeks  of  work, — 1,003  men 
in  four  months.  I  found  somewhat  to  my  sur- 
prise that  there  was  somewhat  of  a  closed  shop 


down  there  because  Wards  3  and  8,  out  of  the  1,003, 
obtained  20  per  cent;  Wards  3,  8  and  9  and  1 
obtained  40  per  cent;  Wards  3,  8,  9,  1,  6  and  7 
obtained  50  per  cent  of  the  jobs  out  of  the  1,003. 
Of  course,  1  listened,  and  this  is  all  in  proper  spirit, 
to  the  warm  words  and  loud  tones  of  the  councilor 
from  the  West  End  on  the  head  of  the  Municipal 
Employment  Bureau  four  or  five  months  ago,  and 
although  no  blood  was  shed  at  that  time  1  was 
under  the  impression  perhaps  that  ward,  among 
others,  was  getting  something  of  a  rotten  deal,  but 
I  am  gathering  now  some  of  the  protestants  were 
only  shadow  boxing.  I  have  the  figures  available 
for  the  number  of  men  and  women  purported  to 
have  been  put  to  work  during  the  past  four  months 
by  that  department.  I  call  the  attention  of  the 
Council  to  the  fact  that  a  large  percentage  of  the 
numbers  on  that  list  is  because  of  the  Boston  City 
Hospital  concession  which  the  Municipal  Employ- 
ment Bureau  has  and  also  due  to  the  fact  that 
many  of  the  jobs  were  for  one  day  or  less  and  due 
to  the  fact  that  many  of  the  names  were,  of  course, 
repetitions;  the  same  man  getting  two  hours 
work  this  week  and  being  lucky  enough  to  get  a 
little  work  next  week.  Recently  the  figures  of 
Ward  1  have  improved,  which  gave  me  the  idea 
that  perhaps  the  East  Boston  Tunnel  job  was 
the  East  Boston  concession,  but  I  would  ask  the 
passage  of  these  three  orders  under  the  suspension 
of  rules  and  I  trust  the  Council  will  be  more  inter- 
ested in  these  figures  in  detail  when  the  next  request 
of  the  Municipal  Employment  Bureau  comes  for 
more  money,  my  personal  impression  being  that 
that  particular  bureau  with  its  present  pay  roll  is 
not  putting  enough  men  and  women  to  work  a 
week  to  equal  the  pay  roll,  and  I  am  under  the 
impression  that  unless  there  is  some  improvement 
the  city  will  be  much  better  off  to  take  the  Munic- 
ipal Employment  Bureau  pay  roll  and  turn  it  over 
to  the  Public  Welfare  Department  and  have  the 
money  really  reach  somebody  who  will  work  for  it. 

Coun.  DONOVAN — I  have  no  objection,  Mr. 
President,  to  what  my  colleague  from  Ward  17 
asks,  namely,  for  the  names  and  addresses  on  the 
pay  roll  of  the  Silas  Mason  Company.  I  am 
doing  business  with  the  Silas  Mason  Company 
and  find  them  fair  and  square  and  a  straights 
shooting  concern.  I  check  up  continually,  weekly, 
on  their  personnel  and  on  the  pay  roll  of  the  com- 
pany, and  I  must  say,  Mr.  President,  that  the 
employees  there  at  the  present  time  are  one  hun- 
dred six  men.  At  the  opening  address  on  the 
East  Boston  Tunnel.  Mr.  Mason  specifically  said 
he  would  give  work  to  Boston  people.  There  is  no 
padroning  so  far  as  the  Mason  Company  is  con- 
cerned; no  padroning  at  all.  They  haven't 
brought  a  man  here  under  a  superintendent  on  this 
job.  Ninety  per  cent  of  the  employees  that  are 
at  present  working  on  the  East  Boston  Tunnel 
come  from  the  City  Employment  Bureau  and  the 
other  ten  per  cent  are  men  who  have  been  put  on 
at  the  request  of  some  one  like  myself,  who  have 
requested  the  superintendent  to  put  on  an  in- 
dividual. The  one  hundred  six  men  working 
there  are  residents  of  this  state  and  citizens  of  this 
country  or  they  wouldn't  work  there.  This  week 
they  are  going  to  ask  for  one  hundred  more  men. 
The  actual  work  of  the  tunnel  is  to  start  from 
Decatur  and  Liverpool  streets,  or  the  corner  of 
Maverick  and  Liverpool,  and  I  have  been  told  they 
are  going  to  call  for  one  hundred  more  men  this 
week.  During  this  wave  of  depression  the  Silas 
Mason  Company  has  never  laid  off  a  man  and  it  is 
one  of  the  few  concerns  in  this  city  doing  that 
business  that  pays  the  union  price.  They  haven't 
a  man  working  under  $5  a  day.  with  the  exception 
of  a  few  watchmen.  As  I  say,  I  haven't  any 
objection  to  the  names  and  addresses.  I  am 
interested  just  the  same  as  he  is. 

Coun.  MURRAY — Might  I  say  in  answer  to  my 
colleague  from  East  Boston  regarding  the  skilled 
mechanics,  namely  electricians,  they  had  fourteen 
working  there;  six  from  Boston  and  eight  from 
elsewhere  and  if  he  wants  to  check  up  on  it  I  will 
show  him  facts  and  figures. 

Coun.  DONOVAN— I  might  say  this:  That 
statement  might  be  true.  I  personally  have 
asked  the  company  myself  to  put  on  electricians, 
but  it  seems  their  head  electrician,  a  man  named 
Bennett,  demanded  men  with  power-house  ex- 
perience. I  went  there  fifteen  times  to  get  an 
electrician  a  job  and  they  took  this  attitude  that 
they  were  not  going  to  be  dictated  to  as  to  how* 
they  were  to  run  their  business.  They  said  if  the 
man  in  question  could  not  satisfy  their  foreman 
then  they  were  not  going  to  hire  him.  I  offered 
them  the  electrician  myself.     But  the  men  employed 
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were  citizens  of  the  country  and  there  were  two 
or  three  of  my  personal  friends  that  couldn't  get  on 
the  job,  but  I  know  every  employee  they  have 
there  is  a  resident  of  Boston,  outside  of  their 
direct  personnel,  which  includes  their  engineers 
and  superintendents. 

Coun.  MURRAY — I  would  like  to  ask  a 
question.  If  I  brought  three  power-house  elec- 
tricians over  there  from  my  district,  would  my 
brother  be  able  to  help  them  get  a  job? 

Coun.  DONOVAN— I  would  be  glad  at  any 
time,  whether  I  am  in  public  office  or  out  of  public 
office,  to  go  down  and  ask  for  a  job  for  any  one  and 
many  times  I  get  rebuffed;  but  whether  in  public 
office  or  not  you  can  send  along  your  men  and  I 
will  ask  for  them.  I  don't  know  whether  I  will 
get  it,  but  I  will  be  willing  at  least  to  go  down  there 
and  ask  them  to  employ  your  man  or  men. 

Coun.  MURRAY— May  I  go  with  you? 

Coun.  FITZGERALD— It  is  news  to  me,  the 
statement  made  by  the  councilor  from  Dorchester 
that  Ward  3  had  so  many  men  working.  I  have 
never  obtained  employment  for  any  person  during 
the  past  two  years. 

Coun.  DOWD — It  is  rather  confusing  to  hear  the 
councilor  from  Jamaica  Plain  state  that  there  is 
any  outside  help  employed  in  the  East  Boston 
Tunnel  because  of  the  fact  he  sits  up  here  meeting 
after  meeting  and  he  votes  for  every  order  and 
anything  that  the  Mayor  of  Boston  sends  up  here, 
and  after  all  is  said  and  done  if  there  is  any  outside 
help  employed  in  the  East  Boston  Tunnel  there  are 
only  a  few  individuals  who  are  to  blame  for  it,  and 
those  individuals  are  the  Transit  Commissioner 
and  the  Mayor  of  Boston,  and  nobody  else. 

Coun.  MURRAY — In  answer,  may  I  say  that  I 
look  with  pride  on  my  district  and  that  is  why  I  am 
voting  with  the  administration.  My  district  has 
more  schools  and  public  improvements  than  any 
two  wards  or  three  in  Boston,  with  the  exception 
of  East  Boston,  and  that  is  what  my  people  want. 

Coun.  WILSON — Without  any  particular  de- 
fence of  the  ward  which  I  represent,  I  am  inter- 
ested to  hear  the  councilor  from  Ward  3  state  the 
fact  that  of  the  one  hundred  twelve  men  employed 
from  his  ward,  or  alleged  to  be  employed  from  his 
ward,  from  the  Municipal  Employment  Bureau, 
none  were  at  his  request  because  that  may  help  us 
with  a  vote  or  two  when  the  time  comes.  Perhaps 
they  are  building  somebody  up  in  Ward  3.  I  have 
no  contact  with  the  East  Boston  Tunnel  job  or 
any  other  job.  I  am  not  interested  in  that  end  of 
the  proposition.  I  am  interested  in  the  suggestion 
from  the  gentleman  from  Ward  1  who  has  a  con- 
cession, I  understand,  that  the  Silas  Mason  Com- 
pany have  been  so  big  hearted  they  have  not  been 
laying  men  off.  Well,  with  a  sixteen  million  dollar 
juicy  gold  mine  over  there,  I  shouldn't  think  they 
would  be.  I  should  think  they  would  be  putting 
on  more  than  one  hundred  six  men,  or  one  hundred 
thirty-eight  men.  I  didn't  know  they  are  re- 
stricting their  laborers  to  the  City  of  Boston. 
Perhaps  my  information  is  incorrect,  and  I  will 
quote  the  language  as  best  I  can  and  trust  the 
criticism  will  be  on  somebody  other  than  myself; 
but  the  phrase  I  heard  was  that  a  Mr.  Myer  told 
an  official  of  the  Boston  Municipal  Employment 
Bureau  something  along  this  line:  "What  the  hell 
difference  does  it  make  where  the  men  live,  in 
Massachusetts  or  Georgia?  "Now,  in  my  theory, 
on  a  $16,000,000  job,  it  makes  a  lot  of  difference 
where  your  money  goes,  because  it  is  the  taxpayers' 
money  of  the  City  of  Boston  that  is  paying  the 
Silas  Mason  Company  in  these  times  of  depression. 
It  is  up  to  them  to  hire  Boston  men  and  if  they 
do  not,  before  we  get  through  they  will  be  hiring 
Boston  men  and  they  needn't  be  worrying  about 
that  because  I  intend  to  follow  it  down  not  only 
through  the  Transit  Commission  but  the  Election 
Department  but  also  a  personal  check-up  at  the 
homes,  and  if  they  are  not  hiring  Boston  men,  we 
are  going  to  find  it  out. 

Coun.  DONOVAN^-Mr.  Myer  is  the  name.  I 
would  like  to  have  my  colleague  talk  to  Mr.  Myer 
and  I  have  never  taken  the  floor  to  defend  the 
Municipal  Employment  Bureau  before,  but  at 
different  times  I  have  met  Mr.  Shields  on  the  job 
asking  for  this  and  that;  continually  demanding 
this  and  that;  and  I  will  say  this  much:  That 
ninety-odd  per  cent  of  the  employees  come  from 
that  employment  bureau  of  the  City  of  Boston 
and  the  other  10  per  cent  come  from  men  in  publio 
office  who  have  requested  them  to  put  on  a  man 
here  and  there. 

Coun.  NORTON— The  colleague  from  East 
Boston  said  during  this  unemployment  the  East 
Boston  Tunnel  is  going  ahead  full  force.  They 
have  got  to.     The  colleague  from  Dorchester  has 


made  a  correct  statement  when  he  says  that  if 
they  do  not  have  it  finished  they  stand  to  lose 
SI, 000  a  day.  I  don't  think  it  is  out  of  any  love 
or  sympathy  for  the  unemployed  of  Boston.  They 
are  engaged  in  what  you  might  call  a  gold  mine  of 
a  subway  there.  Of  the  one  hundred  and  six  men 
over  there,  half  of  them  cannot  speak  intelligent 
English.  The  colleague  from  Dorchester  told 
us  he  couldn't  spell  the  names  and  I  challenge  him 
to  pronounce  the  names  of  many  of  them.  We 
have  these  orders  in  here  every  few  weeks.  I 
introduced  an  order  months  ago  to  correct  this 
situation.  I  introduced  an  order  that  any  citizen 
of  this  state  reporting  to  the  Public  Works  Com- 
mission an  alien  working  on  any  City  of  Boston 
job  during  this  period  should  be  given  $10  from 
the  city  treasury.  That  is  the  only  way  you  are 
going  to  stop  it.  There  was  immediately  a  lot 
of  talk  about  stool  pigeons.  Well,  I  am  willing 
any  day  to  be  termed  by  that  connotation  at  a 
time  when  we  have  so  many  thousands  of  our 
people  hungry  and  see  men  who  cannot  speak  the 
English  language  and  who  live  on  twenty  cents 
a  day,  not  living  with  the  principles  of  this  country 
or  the  standards  of  this  nation,  living  on  a  diet  of 
twenty  cents  a  day  and  cannot  speak  the  English 
language.  Most  of  them  cannot  speak  the  English 
language.  Then  on  the  Hyde  Park  avenue 
$100,000  job,  the  contractor  told  me  at  one  time 
they  never  had  twenty  men  at  work.  White  men 
trying  to  keep  up  were  falling  by  the  wayside, 
and  then  you  go  into  those  homes  and  find  a  little 
child  crying  and  the  father  who  worked  for  the 
New  Haven  Railroad  never  going  back  again  to 
work  in  his  life.  You  will  hear  the  children  crying 
because  they  cannot  afford  Mellen's  food  for  the 
child,  and  then  you  come  in  here  and  spend 
$1,000,000  for  a  rose  garden  or  a  strandway.  If 
this  depression  continues, — and  they  usually  go 
for  years, — and  I  challenge  the  economists  in  the 
world  to  disagree  with  my  statement  or  any 
knowledge  to  show  one  glint  of  sunlight.  It  has 
puzzled  the  finest  minds  in  the  world.  We  have 
been  just  one  year,  but  Germany,  France,  Japan, 
China  and  Italy  have  been  in  it  for  years  and  the 
great  minds  there  think  there  is  nothing  but 
oblivion.  The  President  of  this  nation  is  worried; 
don't  know  where  they  are  coming  off  at;  Ger- 
many, apparently  gone.  A  German  child  up  at 
five  o'clock  working  until  dark,  at  nine  o'clock, 
working  a  whole  month  for  a  pair  of  shoes,  and 
cannot  get  enough  out  of  God's  earth  to  feed 
them.  The  German  Reichsbank  is  today  at  the 
brink  of  collapse.  It  is  one  of  the  greatest  financial 
catastrophes  of  modern  history;  and  here,  also, 
the  Touraine  Hotel,  at  the  corner  of  Boylston 
and  Tremont  streets,  let  for  the  price  of  the  taxes, 
and  now  they  are  going  to  give  it  up.  The  Castle 
Square  Hotel  owners  say  "Pull  it  down  and  take 
my  theater  and  my  hotel  and  take  everything 
that  is  in  it.  1  cannot  pay  the  taxes."  Dear 
colleagues,  there  never  has  been  in  history  any- 
thing analogous  to  this  depression  we  are  going 
through.  One  of  the  most  pitiful  stories  to  see 
the  GermanB  trying  to  save  their  people  and  plead- 
ing with  the  British  and  Americans  to  save  their 
people;  and  when  our  senior  Senator,  David  I. 
Walsh,  was  called  and  asked  by  the  President  at 
the  White  House:  "Will  you  stand  by  us?" 
He  said:  "Although,  Mr.  President,  I  think  it 
may  mean  my  political  oblivion,  I  will  stand  with 
you.  It  may  mean  the  end  of  my  political  life, 
but  it  means  the  deaths  of  thousands  of  German 
children."  There  never  has  been  anything  com- 
parable to  this  in  the  history  of  this  nation.  This 
is  not  a  temporary  depression.  It  is  a  prolonged 
depression.  Now,  here  is  where  our  city  fathers 
are  making  a  mistake  that  I  have  talked  about 
for  a  year.  If  these  things  get  better,  colleagues, 
in  the  next  five  years;  if  this  economic  business 
depression  gets  better  in  the  next  five  years,  count 
every  word  I  have  uttered  here  as  absolutely 
wrong;  every  word  I  have  uttered  here  if  this 
situation  gets  better.  If  next  winter  is  not  worse 
than  last  winter,  count  all  my  theories  here  as 
wrong.  I  spend  much  of  my  leisure  time  on  this 
thing.  It  is  the  only  contribution  1  can  make. 
I  dislike  very  much  to  see  our  people  suffering. 
This  is  a  prolonged  depression.  Now,  the  dif- 
ference between  a  prolonged  depression  and  a 
temporary  one  is  this:  When  you  spend  public 
money  in  a  prolonged  depression  for  things  that 
are  not  absolutely  necessary,  you  are  but  merely 
prolonging  the  day  when  recovery  is  possible. 
You  are  adding  to  the  load.  Installment  buying 
is  the  one  thing  that  has  pushed  our  people  down 
the  road  to  financial  oblivion.     That  is  what  we 
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have  been  doing  in  this  Council;  spending  millions 
of  dollars  on  the  installment  plan.  The  Mayor 
asks  that  we  do  it  and  let  some  other  Mayor  later 
on  pay  the  bill.  It  is  going  to  prolong  the  day 
of  recovery.  I  introduced  a  bill  here  that  those 
who  work  on  city  jobs,  if  they  are  aliens,  and  their 
names  are  handed  in,  that  $10  be  given  to  the 
citizen  reporting  them.  You  will  never  have  this 
situation  cleared  up  until  you  pass  such  a  bill. 
These  others  are  not  even  remedial.  Hyde  Park 
avenue, — that  $100,000  job,  not  ten  men  working 
there  today  can  speak  the  English  language 
intelligently.  On  the  half-million  golf  course, 
not  fifteen  men  working  and  there  are  not  twelve 
of  the  fifteen  who  can  speak  English.  What 
is  the  use  of  coming  here  -and  talking  poppy- 
cock? The  only  thing  we  can  do  is  my  suggestion 
to  pay  $10  to  any  citizen  showing  up  an  alien. 
You  may  call  it  stoolpigeoning.  I  am  willing  to 
be  called  that  when  these  people  are  walking  the 
streets  unable  to  find  employment  and  wondering 
where  the  next  day's  meal  is  coming  from. 
Order  passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


RESTORING    VEHICULAR   CROSSING. 

Coun.  HEIN  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor, 
to  restore  the  vehicular  crossing  of  the  street  car 
reservation  of  Quint  avenue  and  Brighton  avenue. 
Ward  21. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


NEW   POLICE   UNIFORMS. 

Coun.  HEIN  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Police  Commissioner  be  re- 
quested, through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  cancel 
the  recently  awarded  contract  for  cotton  cloth  for 
the  new  police  uniforms. 

Coun.  HEIN — My  reason  for  introducing  that 
order  is  this:  I  have  been  informed  by  the  police 
officers  that  the  dye  is  coming  from  the  uniforms 
and  soiling  their  clothes.  They  went  down  to  the 
Police  Commissioner  and  he  says  the  reason  for 
that  is  because  a  man's  blood  is  bad.  One  of  these 
particular  policemen  has  recently  given  two  blood 
transfusions,  so  I  think  his  blood  is  all  right.  1 
think  if  the  City  of  Boston  is  going  to  lay  that 
much  out  for  clothes,  they  should  get  a  good  cloth 
so  the  dye  won't  run  from  it. 

Coun.  RUBY — I  don't  know  what  the  order  is. 
I  do  not  understand  it. 

President  McGRATH— The  clerk  will  read  the 
order  again. 

Order  passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


PENSION  TO  WIDOW  OF  DANIEL  T. 

DINEEN. 

Coun.  COX  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  chapter  446  of  the  Acts  of  1931 
entitled  "An  Act  Authorizing  the  City  of  Boston  to 
Continue  the  Payment  of  a  Pension  to  the  Widow 
of  Daniel  T.  Dineen,"  be,  and  hereby  is,  accepted. 

Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 


SEWER   OUTLET,   HAMILTON    AND 
CLARKSON   STREETS. 
Coun.  KELLY  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,     That    the    Commissioner    of    Public 
Works  be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor, 
to  install  a  new  and  larger  sewer  outlet  in  Hamilton 
and  Clarkson  streets,  Ward  15,  as  a  means  of  pre- 
venting further  flooding  of  cellars  in  this  neighbor- 
hood during  heavy  rainstorms. 

Coun.  KELLY — Just  a  word  or  two  on  this  par- 
ticular order.  I  have  been  assured  after  talking 
this  matter  over  with  the  Public  Works  Commis- 
sioner that  it  will  be  done  this  coming  year,  but 
the  people  in  this  vicinity  where  this  flood  is  occur- 
ring after  every  storm  demand  an  immediate 
recognition  and  they  are  entitled  to  it.  Every 
single  day  after  a  storm  the  cellars  of  the  different 
homes  of  the  neighborhood  for  a  quarter  of  a  mile 
square  are  flooded.  I  would  say  that  four-fifths 
of  the  different  homes  have  children  in  them  and  it 
is  a  very  unhealthy  condition  for  the  City  of  Boston 


to  allow  the  main  of  a  sewer  to  be  so  small  that  on 
a  single  day  of  rain  the  pipe  is  not  big  enough  to 
carry  into  the  main  outlets,  so  I  have  introduced 
this  order  feeling  that  it  will  cost  the  city  but  a 
trivial  sum  of  S20.000,  and  knowing  full  well  that 
the  Mayor  after  spending  millions  on  many  other 
projects  and  recalling  the  promise  he  made  the 
people  of  my  district  that  anything  they  wanted — 
he  didn't  make  the  promise  to  me, — but  the 
promise  to  the  people  of  my  district  that  anything 
they  wanted  in  the  line  of  improvement  if  he  was 
elected  he  would  give  it  to  them,  so  I  am  going  to 
ask  that  this  order  be  passed  under  suspension  of 
rules. 

Order  passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


PAYMENT  FOR  ICE  CREAM. 
Coun.  KELLY  offered  the  following: 
Ordered.  That  the  Director  of  Public  Celebra- 
tions be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor, 
to  pay  for  the  ice  cream  furnished  by  the  City  of 
Boston  to  the  children  of  Ward  15.  at  Ronan  Park, 
on  July  Fourth. 

Coun.  KELLY — Mr.  President,  as-is  customary, 
both  Dorchester  Day  celebration  and  the  Fourth 
of  July  celebration  for  the  past  six  years  the  city 
councilor  has  been  in  exclusive  control  of  his 
respective  district.  Last  Dorchester  Day  and  last 
July  4th  and  this  past  Dorchester  Day  I  have 
had  full  control  of  the  expenditure  of  the  little 
amount  of  money  that  is  allowed  to  the  poor  chil- 
dren of  my  ward.  Now,  assuming  that  this  past 
July  4th  should  be  no  different  than  the  three 
previous  celebrations  I  have  conducted  in  my 
ward  for  the  benefit  of  the  children,  I  proceeded 
to  put  the  orders  in  for  the  different  things  that 
I  wanted  for  July  4th  celebration,  namely,  ice 
cream,  cups  for  prizes  and  money  for  baseball 
game,  and  money  for  candy,  and  also  money  for 
music.  In  every  case  I  could  I  tried  to  give  the 
patronage,  however  small  it  might  be,  to  people 
in  my  ward,  although  considerable  pressure  was 
being  put  on  me  by  the  authorities  that  be  in  the 
city  to  give  to  certain  favored  men  the  certain 
particular  contracts.  Now  I  saw  fit  to  take  a 
church  band  in  my  ward  and  allow  them  to  furnish 
the  music,  although  pressure  has  been  put  on 
my  three  past  celebrations  that  I  should  hire  a 
favored  band  leader  of  Boston,  favorable  to  his 
Honor  the  Mayor,  to  furnish  the  music.  This  I 
refused  to  do  and  will  continue  to  refuse  to  do 
because  I  feel  the  money  should  be  left  for  all  the 
celebrations  in  the  hands  of  people  in  my  district 
if  it  can  possibly  be  done.  The  money  for  the 
cups  I  also  gave  to  a  man  in  my  district  although 
considerable  pressure  was  put  on  me  to  give  the 
money  for  cups  to  the  local  merchant  who  was 
very  friendly  with  the  present  Mayor  of  Boston. 
So,  also,  the  candy  order,  but  still  it  went  through 
an  agent  for  a  local  candy  house  who  lives  in  my 
district.  Now  as  to  the  ice  cream,  there  is  no 
man  in  my  ward  furnishing  ice  cream,  so  I  did 
what  I  did  a  year  ago.  I  gave  it  to  the  Blue  Hill 
Ice  Cream  Company,  and  that  was  given  without 
any  fear  of  contradiction  or  any  objection  by  the 
Department  of  Public  Celebrations  last  year. 
They  have,  without  doubt,  ice  cream  that  excels 
any  that  I  have  ever  eaten.  They  have  put  four 
different  men  in  my  ward  to  work  for  me  and  at 
the  present  time  two  men  in  my  ward  are  working 
for  the  Blue  Hill  Ice  Cream  Company.  Now  let 
us  see  what  happened.  I  put  my  order  in  the 
same  way  I  did  for  the  last  three  celebrations. 
What  did  we  do?  We  have  on  July  4th  at  Ronan 
Park, — I  have  a  fellow  walk  up  to  me  after  my 
ice  cream  is  distributed  and  furnished  by  the  same 
firm  as  previous  years;  a  big  fellow  that  looks 
similar  to  Bartholomew  Yanzetti,  with  a  slip  in 
his  hand.  I  said,  "What  do  you  want?"  He 
said  [councilor  illustrates].  I  looked  at  the  top 
of  the  slip  and  saw  "Nicco  Jte  Cream  Company" 
and  I  asked  him  who  he  is.  He  said  [councilor 
illustrates].  I  said,  "Who  gave  you  orders  to 
bring  ice  cream  here?"  He  said,  "Mr.  Dolan." 
"Now  the  ice  cream  has  been  ordered  and  it  has 
been  distributed  at  nine  o'clock  to  the  children 
here,  and  they  got  plenty  and  they  got  good  ice 
cream  and  I  refuse  to  accept  your  ice  cream." 
So  we  proceeded  with  the  races  and  about  quarter 
of  twelve  a  young  man  walked  up  to  me  whom  I 
didn't  know  and  introduced  himself  and  said 
"Do  you  know  me?"  I  said,  "No."  He  said.' 
"You  had  better  take  this  ice  cream."  I  said 
"No,  I  won't."  He  says,  "I  am  Jack  Glynn.' 
I    said    "Who?"     "I    am    Jack    Glynn,    'Teddy 
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Glynn's  brother."  He  said,  "I  got  the  order 
from  Curley  to  furnish  you  the  ice  cream."  I 
said,  "You  don't  mean  to  tell  me  that  you  are 
the  Jack  Glynn,  the  fellow  who  four  or  five  years 
ago  when  his  brother  'Teddy'  was  running  for 
office  the  Mayor  came  out  in  different  sections 
and  said,  'I  had  Jack  Glynn  taken  from  the  city 
pay  roll  for  selling  rotten  meat  to  the  inmates  of 
Long  Island.'  You  are  not  the  same  Jack  Glynn?" 
He  said,  "Well,  I  don't  care  to  discuss  it."  I 
said,  "Well,  take  your  Cambridge  ice  cream  man 
and  your  foreigner  and  ship  him  right  back  to 
Cambridge.  My  ice  cream  has  been  served  here 
and  served  efficiently  and  I  am  sure  every  one  of 
these  little  children  has  good,  wholesome  ice  cream, 
not  what  your  friend  might  want  to  put  over  here. 
Now  take  it  back."  A  few  days  later  when  I 
had  the  man  submit  his  bill  to  the  city  Depart- 
ment of  Public  Celebrations,  and  was  informed 
that  the  money  for  this  bill  would  be  held  up. 
I  said,  "Is  that  so?"  So  I  went  down  to  see  Mr. 
Dolan  in  the  treasurer's  office  who,  incidentally, 
retains  a  job  of  $10,000  as  city  treasurer.  I  want 
the  Mayor's  stenographer  in  the  gallery  to  get 
every  word  of  this  and  take  it  right  down  to 
your  boss  and  Dolan,  too.  I  said  to  him,  "What 
is  the  reason  I  have  not  the  authority  as  in  past 
instances?  I  had  the  same  authority  every  other 
councilor  has  in  respect  to  his  district.  I  ordered 
this  ice  cream  from  this  man  because  I  knew  it 
•was  good  ice  cream."  He  said,  "I  cannot  help 
that,  but  you  were  told  to  take  Glynn's  ice  cream 
and  he  is  the  only  one  who  will  be  paid  for  it. 
Although  the  ice  cream  was  not  left  there,  Glynn 
will  be  paid  for  the  ice  cream."  I  says,  "All 
right,  I  will  see  whether  he  will  be  paid,  this  man 
who  furnished  such  rotten  mutton  to  the  inmates 
of  Long  Island  will  be  paid."  So  then  I  was 
informed  by  the  gentleman  who  I  think  I  properly 
term  as  an  undershirt  to  the  present  Mayor  of 
Boston,  his  traveling  companion  to  Europe  and 
back,  I  was  informed  that  the  poor  children's 
ice  cream  would  not  be  paid  for;  that  the  man 
who  took  my  word  as  he  has  taken  it  on  other 
occasions  and  the  man  who  has  put  four  men  to 
work  would  not  be  paid  for  his  ice  cream  and  so 
today  I  am  introducing  this  order.  I  have  a 
hunch  that  the  Mayor  is  behind  it,  but  if  you,  Mr. 
Mayor,  are  not  down  there  behind  this  particular 
dirty,  rotten  piece  of  work,  I  want  you  to  order 
the  City  Treasurer,  who  is  Director  of  Public 
Celebrations,  to  pay  this  honorable  gentleman  the 
money  for  the  ice  cream  furnished  to  the  poor 
children  of  Ward  15.  One  other  statement.  It 
is  interesting  to  note  from  reports  I  have  heard 
and  which  I  am  carefully  investigating,  and  if 
the  reports  are  correct,  Mr.  Dolan,  instead  of 
stopping  the  money  to  pay  for  the  poor  children's 
ice  cream  in  my  ward, — $200,  if  reports  are  right, 
certain  irregularities  are  being  committed  by  him 
as  treasurer  and  within  perhaps  the  next  meeting 
I  will  have  charges,  and  I  will  have  an  investiga- 
tion ordered  which  will  show  these  irregularities 
that  I  am  now  investigating  and  perhaps  instead 
of  my  man  who  furnished  ice  cream  not  being 
paid,  Mr.  Dolan  will  be  gazing  into  the  light  of 
day  from  Charles  Street  Jail  or  State  Prison; 
and  I  am  going  to  ask  for.  a  suspension  of  the 
rules  to  pass  this  order. 

Coun.  HEIN — I  don't  agree  with  the  councilor 
from  Dorchester  in  all  he  says,  particularly  in 
regard  to  the  Public  Celebrations.  I  think  the 
Public  Celebrations  did  a  wonderful  job  for  me, 
I  asked  if  they  could  furnish  me  with  a  band  as 
the  band  I  had  last  year  was  engaged  by  another 
councilor.  They  passed  me  a  list  of  the  union 
bands  around  Boston.  I  looked  them  over  and 
they  all  looked  alike  to  me  and  I  said  to  Mr. 
Travers,  "Can  you  pick  me  out  a  band?"  He 
said,  "There  they  are,  pick  one  yourself."  So, 
so  far  as  picking  a  band  is  concerned,  I  didn't 
think  there  was  any  argument  on  that.  The 
band  I  did  pick  did  a  beautiful  job. 

Coun.  COX — I  feel  that  it  is  no  more  than  fair 
on  my  part  to  say  a  word  for  the  Public  Celebra- 
tions Committee.  They  in  no  way  tried  to  inter- 
fere or  dictate  or  suggest  to  me  how  any  of  the 
money  would  be  spent  in  my  district  and  most  of 
the  money  that  was  spent  was  spent  with  the 
merchants  in  my  district  but  I  had  no  suggestions 
made  by  them  and  they  were  a  help  to  me  in  every 
way. 

Coun.  BUSH — 1  have  had  to  sit  here  and  listen 
to  the  tirade  against  the  Public  Celebrations 
Department  and  it  became  quite  irksome  for  me 
to  listen  to  it.  I  have  been  in  this  Council  for 
almost  six  years.  This  is  the  sixth  year  I  have 
served  in  the  Council  and  I  will  say  that  I  never 


received  any  finer,  or  as  fine  cooperation  as  I 
received  last  year  and  this  year  from  that  same 
department;  and  far  from  attempting  to  coerce 
me  into  taking  any  of  the  various  ice  cream  con- 
cerns, or  the  various  bands  in  my  ward  they  not 
only  left  the  selection  entirely  to  me  but  they  also 
gave  me  a  little  advice  and  I  regret  to  say  that  if 
I  had  followed  their  advice  I  would  have  been  far 
better  off  and  the  ward  far  better  off  in  the  matter 
of  the  distribution  of  the  ice  cream  than  I  was  with 
the  man  to  whom  I  gave  the  contract,  because  of 
the  fact  that  he  was  a  resident  of  the  ward,  who 
failed  me  miserably.  He  delivered  the  ice  cream 
late  and  didn't  deliver  the  proper  quantity  and  for 
that  reason  I  have  requested  his  bill  be  held  up 
and  if  I  had  followed  the  advice  of  the  Public 
Celebrations  Department  in  the  matter  I  would 
have  had  no  difficulty  whatsoever.  I  think  they 
did  an  excellent  job  and  the  gentleman  who  was 
in  charge  there,  Mr.  Travers,  has  cooperated  in 
every  way  not  only  with  myself  but  every  coun- 
cilor from  every  district  and  has  made  every 
effort — sometimes  to  his  own  detriment — to  give 
the  maximum  of  cooperation  to  the  councilors  so 
they  might  have  the  finest  celebration  that  eould 
possibly  be  had  in  their  respective  districts. 

Coun.  NORTON —  Since  this  is  the  eulosy  hour, 
I  have  been  one  who  has  disagreed  considerably 
with  the  Mayor  on  matters  of  government,  but  I 
have  to  state  regarding  the  4th  of  July  celebration 
that  I  received  very  good  treatment.  Mr.  Travers, 
the  Public  Celebrations  Committee,  even  went 
out  of  his  way  to  help  us.  I  thought  it  was  a 
great  deal  better  than  last  year.  The  ice  cream, 
I  could  have  bought  it  from  whoever  I  pleased;  no 
restrictions.  I  feel  in  deference  to  that  depart- 
ment I  have  to  read  this  statement  into  the  record. 
The  colleague  from  Dorchester  referred  in  his 
attempt  to  read  into  the  record  some  unintelligible 
mutterings  as  of  an  incoherent  foreigner  and 
referred  to  the  name  of  Bartholomew  Vanzetti. 
It  must  be  interesting  to  state  for  purposes  of  the 
record  that  Vanzetti  when  arrested  was  unable  to 
speak  very  good  English  but  within  two  years, — 
it  is  considered  quite  phenomenal — he  spoke  very 
good  English.  The  warden  of  the  State  Prison 
went  to  the  Governor  and  instead  of  describing 
him  as  an  illiterate  man,  he  said,  "He  is  one  of  the 
finest  prisoners  we  have  ever  had  in  State's  Prison." 
The  night  he  was  electrocuted  he  took  his  two 
hands  into  his  and  said  in  just  as  good  English  as 
I  am  saying  here,  "I  want  to  thank  you,  warden," 
and  he  went  to  each  one  of  the  men  who  were  to 
strap  him  into  the  chair  and  said,  "I  thank  you  for 
your  kindness  to  me  in  the  last  two  years."  That 
was  never  done  before.  I  am  sure  the  colleague 
from  Dorchester  is  referring  to  some  other  man 
who  could  not  speak  very  good  English,  but  the 
English  of  Vanzetti  was  considered  perfect  when 
he  went  to  his  death. 

Coun.  MURRAY— Mr.  Travers  of  the  Public 
Celebrations  Committee  lives  in  my  district  and 
in  the  last  four  years  that  I  have  dealt  with  him  he 
has  not  interfered  with  how  we  conducted  our  dis- 
trict. Everything  used  in  our  district  was  bought 
in  our  district. 

Coun.  GREEN — I  would  think  I  was  negligent 
in  my  duty  if  I  didn't  rise  and  join  with  my  brother 
colleagues  and  pay  my  tribute  to  the  Director  of 
Celebrations.  If  it  was  not  for  the  whole-hearted 
support  given  me  it  would  not  have  been  possible 
for  Charlestown  to  enjoy  the  greatest  celebration 
we  have  had  in  thirty-five  years,  and  to  the 
Director  of  Celebrations  alone  I  owe  that  fact. 

Coun.  DOWD —  I  have  no  argument  with  the 
acting  director,  Mr.  Travers.  I  have  always  found 
him  a  gentleman  and  he  has  done  everything  he 
possibly,  could,  but  I  think  it  is  rather  unfair  for  a 
great  city  like  Boston,  with  the  great  Mayor  we 
have,  that  when  I  send  my  vouchers  in  ten  days 
before,  and  I  assumed  that  I  was  going  to  be 
extended  the  same  courtesy  any  other  councilor 
had  been  extended, — but,  of  course,  when  you  dare 
to  disagree  with  the  Mayor,  then  I  suppose  you 
must  suffer  in  some  little  way;  so  I  finally  took  it 
up  Thursday  morning  after  I  had  given  the  order 
for  12,000  cups  to  a  reputable  ice  cream  concern, 
the  Hood  Company,  who  has  taken  care  of  our 
ward  for  six  years  since  I  have  been  in  the  (  mined, 
and  I  was  rather  amazed  to  find  that  they  had 
not  received  the  voucher  and  if  I  had  not  checked 
up  I  probably  would  be  in  the  same  predicament 
as  Councilor  Kelly  now  llnda  himself.  But  I 
rather  suspected  something  was  wrong  so  I  called 
up  the  Hood  Company  and  they  informed  me  they 
didn't  have  the  voucher  but  they  had  the  12.000 
cups  practically  ready.  This  was  Thursday 
morning  and  I  kept  calling  the  Public  Celebrations 
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Committee  and  I  was  finally  informed  it  was  on 
Mr.  Dolan's  desk  and  the  order  was  not  going  to 
be  given  to  the  Hood  Ice  Cream  Company.  I 
talked  with  Mr.  Dolan  and  I  said,  "I  have  no 
objection  wherever  you  desire  to  give  the  ice 
cream  order,  but  I  do  feel  that  any  concern  repu- 
table as  the  Hood  Ice  Cream  Company  should  be 
given  an  opportunity  to  fill  the  order  after  the 
order  has  been  placed  with  them  and  you  desire 
now  to  cancel  it  within  forty-eight  hours."  He 
said  he  was  going  to  cancel  it.  I  said,  "Very  well, 
you  are  the  director";  and  at  the  same  time  I  said 
to  the  City  Treasurer,  "I  think  you  would  be 
doing  a  lot  better  as  a  public  official  if  your  con- 
cern, the  Mohawk  Packing  Company,  would  stop 
selling  diseased  meat  to  the  poor  at  Long  Island 
instead  of  interfering  with  ice  cream  orders."  He 
gave  the  order  where  he  wanted  to  give  it.  It 
didn't  mean  anything  to  me.  I  got  good  service 
and  the  ice  cream  was  fine,  but  it  was  an  outside 
concern  and  I  think  the  Hood  Ice  Cream  Company 
with  their  tremendous  real  estate  holdings  in 
Boston,  should  be  given  some  consideration.  If 
they  had  advised  me  when  I  sent  my  voucher  in 
ten  days  before  that  Hood  could  not  have  the 
order,  that  would  have  been  perfectliy  legitimate, 
but  any  of  you  gentlemen  who  are  in  business  will 
agree  when  I  say  it  is  rather  unfair  because  you 
know  12,000  cups  have  to  be  made  up  and  have  to 
be  frozen  for  two  days  and  the  Hood  Company  had 
the  ice  cream  all  made  up.  I  say  there  are  prob- 
ably two  or  three  councilors  here  who  are  being 
discriminated  against  on  account  of  their  attitude 
in  the  Boston  City  Council.  If  they  do  not  vote 
to  spend  millions  then  you  cannot  get  anything 
from  the  Mayor's  office;  and  as  a  matter  of  fact 
we  do  not  desire  anything.  At  least,  I  do  not,  but 
I  say  to  Mr.  Travers  and  to  the  Public  Celebra- 
tions Committee  they  did  a  good  job  and  we  should 
have  a  man  like  Mr.  Travers  at  the  head  of  the 
Celebrations  Committee  without  having  a  rubber 
stamp,  the  City  Treasurer.  He  doesn't  know  any- 
thing about  public  celebrations.  He  signs  the 
vouchers  and  that  is  all  there  is  to  it,  and  I  say 
again  to  Mr.  Dolan  and  the  Mayor  of  Boston  that 
they  should  stop  dealing  with  the  Mohawk  Pack- 
ing Company  which  is  owned  and  controlled  by 
the  City  Treasurer  of  Boston. 

Coun.  HEIN — I  differ  with  the  councilor  from 
Roxbury.  I  gave  my  order  to  the  H.  P.  Hood 
Company.  They  are  from  Cambridge  and  they 
did  a  wonderful  job.  There  was  no  hesitation  on 
my  order  to  them  and  I  don't  know  what  all  the 
confusion  is  about. 

Coun.  KELLY — I  want  to  rise  again.  I  think 
perhaps  some  of  my  remarks  were  misconstrued. 
I  made  only  criticism  of  one  man  and  when  I 
criticize  a  man  I  name  him  and  I  name  the  City 
Treasurer  who  is  also  the  head  of  the  Public  Cele- 
brations Committee.  Everybody  else  connected 
with  the  Public  Celebrations  Committee  has  ren- 
dered efficient  service  to  the  City  of  Boston  and  I 
think  there  are  some  particular  individuals  over 
there  who  for  the  services  they  have  rendered  are 
very  poorly  paid.  I  want  to  add  another  word, 
Mr.  President.  It  is  very  nice  to  look  at  Ward  15. 
The  laBt  three  celebrations,  or  take  the  last  4th  of 
July,  I  had  an  allowance  of  about  $500  for  the  poor 
children  out  there  in  my  ward.  Then  in  contrast 
take  Ward  19,  the  home  of  the  present  Mayor, — 
the  Jamaicaway,  which  Councilor  Murray  repre- 
sents. I  see  he  is  getting  ready  to  say  something. 
Take  a  ward  like  that  which  is  allowed  over  twice 
the  amount  Ward  15  children  are  allowed.  I  tell 
you  it  is  disgraceful  and  I  say  this  Blue  Hill  Ice 
Cream  Company  is  going  to  be  paid.  I  was  the 
lawful  agent  for  the  City  of  Boston  and  I  did  not 
exceed  my  authority  in  placing  the  order  there  and 
therefore  the  City  of  Boston  is  liable  and  I  intend 
to  have  them  bring  a  writ  against  the  City  of  Bos- 
ton, but  1  hope  the  Mayor  will  not  allow  that  dis- 
grace to  be  brought  upon  the  city  because  a  man 
should  take  a  councilor's  word  and  furnish  ice 
cream.  1  hope  the  Mayor  will  get  on  to  himself 
and  forget  any  differences  he  and  I  may  have  had 
on  different  orders  going  through  the  Council  here. 
I  differed  with  him  plenty,  but  1  voted  with  him 
plenty.  I  voted  with  him  on  four  or  five  orders 
and  I  hope  he  would  not  stoop  to  not  allowing  an 
order  for  $200  for  ice  cream  furnished  and  I  hope 
the  party  referred  to  by  Councilor  Dowd,  the  rub- 
ber stamp,  won't  go  down  and  sit  on  his  palatial 
yacht  and  chuckle  over  what  he  has  pulled  over 
on  the  people  of  Ward  15.  He  is  spending  the 
taxpayers'  money  and  he  was  surprised  to  hear  it. 
It  Beems  that  he  and  the  Mayor  have  been  spend- 
ing so  much  money  that  they  think  it  is  their  own. 
Perhaps  so  much  is  coming  back  to  them  that  is 


the  reason  they  think  it  is  their  own,  and  I  say  it  is 
high  time  it  stopped  and  I  trust  you  councilors  here 
will  not  take  me  wrong.  I  criticized  only  the  rubber 
stamp  head, — the  undershirt  to  the  present  Mayor 
of  Boston,  who  would  do  anything  he  wanted  and 
I  say  to  you,  Mr.  Dolan,  "Be  very  careful  of  your- 
self down  there.  The  things  you  are  doing  are 
matters  of  public  record  and  perhaps  in  two  weeks 
you  will  do  a  little  gazing  with  a  short  obstruction 
in  front  of  you." 

Coun.  MURRAY — I  have  listened  for  the  last 
two  years  to  the  councilor  from  Dorchester  who  is 
always  advocating  do  everything  for  Boston,  hire 
everybody  in  Boston.  The  celebration  comes 
and  he  goes  to  the  adjacent  town  to  buy  his  ice 
cream  and  I  believe  if  he  bought  his  ice  cream  in 
Boston  the  order  would  have  been  filled.  Now 
regarding  Ward  19,  it  only  gets  what  it  deserves. 
For  the  last  four  years  that  I  have  been  representing 
that  ward  each  and  every  year  we  have  had  the 
same  amount,  but  the  councilors  forget  the  differ- 
ent sections  of  the  city  have  their  certain  days  of 
the  year,  Dorchester  Day  had  S5.000.  Jamaica 
Plain  hasn't  had  any  day  like  that,  but  in  the  near 
future  we  will,  because  anyone  who  aspires  to  be 
Mayor  of  Boston  must  live  in  my  district  because 
we  have  the  past,  present,  and  ex-Mayors  of  our 
city  in  our  district. 

Order  passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


CONFIRMATION  OF  APPOINTMENTS. 

Coun.  WILSON  called  up  No.  2  on  the  calendar, 
under  unfinished  business,  action  on  appointment 
of  Constables  submitted  by  the  Mayor  April  6, 
1921,  names  of  Hyman  Fryhon  and  Maurice  W. 
Sherman  and  No.  7  on  the  calendar,  action  on 
appointments  by  the  Mayor  submitted  June  29, 
1931,  the  names  of  John  H.  O'Hare  and  Max 
Goldfarb;  President  McGRATH  also  called  up 
No.  1  on  the  calendar,  action  on  appointments 
submitted  by  the  Mayor  June  29,  1931,  the  name 
of  William  T.  Whitman  to  be  Weigher  of  Goods. 

The  question  came  on  confirmation.  The  Chair 
appointed  Coun.  Hein  and  Coun.  Mahoney  a  com- 
mittee to  receive,  sort  and  count  ballots.  The 
committee  attended  to  the  duty  assigned  them,  and 
the  appointments  were  confirmed,  yeas  14,  nays  0  . 


EAST  BOSTON  AIRPORT. 

Coun.  KELLY  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,    That    his    Honor    the    Mayor    be    re- 
quested to  inform  the  City  Council  as  to  how  he 
proposes  to  spend  the  SI. 250, 000  recently  appro- 
priated by  this  body  for  airport  improvements. 

Coun.  KELLY — I  see  about  a  week  ago  after 
this  board  of  city  fathers  of  twenty-two  passed  an 
order  for  $1,250,000  to  be  spent  for  dirt  to  be  thrown 
into  the  Boston  Harbor,  I  see  the  Mayor  of  Bos- 
ton last  Monday,  just  one  week  ago, — in  other 
words,  one  week  after  we  passed  the  $1,250,000 
order,  decided  to  take  a  trip  to  East  Boston  and 
there  he  inspected  the  airport  and  came  to  the 
conclusion  held  by  the  minority  members  at  the 
two  previous  readings  of  this  particular  order  that 
close  to  $600,000  would  be  more  appropriate  and 
he  said,  to  be  a  little  different  so  that  he  would  not 
be  guided  by  the  minority  members, — he  said  he 
thought  $700,000  was  sufficient;  but  for  a  matter 
of  public  record  I  know  the  reason  the  Mayor 
toned  down  from  $1,250,000  to  $700,000.  It  was 
because  in  Dorchester  I  had  home-owners  circulate 
a  petition  signed  by  close  to  five  hundred  people  in 
my  ward,  although  only  ten  were  necessary,  and 
I  was  to  introduce  a  bill  and  writ  with  the  Supreme 
Court  of  Massachusetts  known  as  a  taxpayers'  bill, 
restraining  the  Mayor  from  using  the  taxpayers' 
money  for  the  development  of  an  island,  of  which 
we  didn't  even  have  a  lease.  I  say  what  was  the 
matter  with  the  Mayor  to  allow  the  City  Council 
to  look  so  ridiculous  and  those  sixteen  men  that 
did  see  fit  to  vote  for  this  appropriation  to  put 
themselves  on  record  as  in  favor  of  this  appropria- 
tion when  we  didn't  even  have  a  satisfactory  lease 
of  Governor's  Island?  So  I  issued  a  statement  last 
week  and  only  one  paper  saw  fit  to  publish  it,  but 
I  am  going  to  read  that  statement  now  because  I 
want  it  in  the  public  record.  It  is  this,  and  I 
think  you  will  agree  with  me  when  I  am  through 
it  is  one  of  the  reasons  why  the  Mayor  cut  the 
million  and  a  quarter  to  $700,000;  and  perhaps  if 
the  Supreme  Court  of  Massachusetts  still  exists  in 
the  near  future  he  will  be  compelled  by  a  tax- 
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payers'  bill  to  give  up  that  unfair  expenditure  of  a 
million  dollars  to  develop  more  land  and  enrich 
certain  people.     This  is  the  statement  I  issued: 

"I  am  very  glad  to  note  in  this  morning's  press 
that  his  Honor,  Mayor  Curley,  has  decided  that 
the  appropriation  of  SI, 250,000,  recently  passed  by 
the  City  Council  by  a  vote  of  16  to  6,  is  not  needed 
for  the  improvement  of  the  airport  at  East  Boston 
and  that,  in  his  estimation,  $700,000  will  be  suffi- 
cient to  do  the  necessary  work. 

"I  wonder  if  the  reason  for  the  Mayor's  sudden 
change  of  mind  is  not  due  to  the  fact  that  he  learned 
that  I,  as  a  member  of  the  minority  who  voted  and 
spoke  on  the  floor  of  the  City  Council  against  this 
unjustifiable  expenditure,  had  circulated  a  petition 
in  Dorchester,  which  was  signed  by  more  than 
five  hundred  property  owners  and  taxpayers, 
although  only  ten  names  were  necessary,  and  that 
said  petition  was  to  be  filed  by  me  tomorrow  in  the 
Supreme  Judicial  Court  to  restrain  him  from 
squandering  the  taxpayers'  money  in  a  venture 
that  would  be  of  no  benefit  to  the  pepple  of  Boston 
and  that  would  only  result  in  the  development  of 
Governor's  Island  for  the  Federal  Government, 
which,  according  to  the  terms  of  the  lease  with  the 
City  of  Boston,  they  could  take  back  from  the 
City  at  any  time  they  desired  to  do  so." 

Now,  Mr.  President,  I  am  glad  to  see  again  that 
the  Mayor  of  Boston  after  investigating  his  own 
order  that  he  should  have  known  about  before  he 
introduced  it  in  this  honorable  body,  has  agreed 
that  the  minority  of  the  City  Council  is  correct  and 
I  am  going  to  ask  you,  sir,  for  a  suspension  of  our 
rules  and  pass  that. 

Coun.  BUSH — All  I  desire  to  say  is  that  the  pre- 
vious speaker  haB  succeeded  in  impressing  upon 
the  minds  of  the  Council  that  the  confidence  ex- 
pressed in  the  Mayor  was  justified  and  that  when 
the  Mayor  found  that  the  terms  of  the  lease  were 
not  favorable  to  the  City  of  Boston  he  declined  to 
go  ahead  with  the  proposition. 

Coun.  NORTON — I  want  to  congratulate  the 
Mayor  on  turning  back  that  money  and  agreeing 
with  the  minority.  I  am  rather  suprised  to  see 
how  much  detail  there  is  for  the  Mayor  to  look  into 
and  how  little  time  he  has  to  look  into  it.  I  am 
glad  he  saw  the  minority's  view  and  that  he  has 
saved  that  money  to  feed  the  poor  next  winter. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


INFORMATION    REQUESTED. 

Coun.  CURTIS — I  rise  to  a  point  of  informa- 
tion. I  think  we  are  all  interested  in  the  matter  of 
the  East  Boston  Strandway  order  and  having  that 
order  passed  according  to  the  proper  procedure 
and  the  proper  spirit  of  fair  play;  and  after  all,  we 
are  voting  to  spend  a  million  dollars  of  the  tax- 
payers' money.  Now  this  act  as  I  read  it  provides 
in  section  4  as  follows: 

"This  act  shall  take  effect  upon  its  acceptance 
during  the  current  year  by  vote  of  the  City  Council 
of  said  city  subject  to  the  provisions  of  its  charter, 
but  not  otherwise." 

Now  the  provision  of  the  charter  of  the  City 
provides  as  follows: 

"All  appropriations  for  the  purchase  of  land 
other  than  for  school  purposes,  and  all  loans  voted 
by  the  City  Council  shall  require  a  vote  of  two- 
thirds  of  all  the  members  of  the  City  Council;  and 
shall  be  passed  only  after  two  separate  readings 
and  by  two  separate  votes,  the  second  of  said 
readings  and  votes  to  be  had  not  less  than  14  days 
after  the  first." 

When  this  order  came  before  us  there  had  been 
a  similar  order  before  which  required  first  accept- 
ance of  the  order  and  then  passage  of  loan  orders 
in  this  body  and  when  this  act  of  a  similar  nature 
was  before  us,  it  was  stated  in  Executive  Com- 
mittee that  this  was  the  same  sort  of  act  that  we 
had  approved  in  the  case  of  the  East  Boston 
Airport;  that  all  we  were  doing  was  accepting  the 
act  and  that  would  have  to  be  followed  by  the 
passage  of  loan  orders  by  a  two-thirds  vote.  Now 
the  question  I  should  like  to  ask  the  Chair  is  as  to 
the  construction  of  section  4  of  this  act  which  says 
it  shall  take  effect  upon  acceptance  by  the  City 
Council  subject  to  the  provisions  of  the  charter; 
and  I  would  like  to  ask  whether  an  act  of  this 
nature  requiring  the  purchase  of  land  and  the 
spending  of  money  does  not  require  a  two-thirds 
vote  of  this  body? 

President  McGRATH— The  Chair  will  say  that 
the  Legislature  is  author  of  the  charter.  The 
Legislature  is  all-powerful  in  the  rules  they  make 
to  govern  this  body.     They  have  specifically   for 


some  reason  placed  in  the  first  part  of  Section  3 
these  words,  which  in  the  absence  of  the  councilor 
who  has  just  taken  his  seat  were  read  by  the 
Chair  some  time  earlier  in  the  meeting: 

"For  the  purpose  of  meeting  the  cost  of  the 
work  authorized  hereunder,  not  exceeding,  how- 
ever, $1,000,000,  the  treasurer  of  said  city  with- 
out any  other  authority  than  that  herein  contained 
shall  from  time  to  time  at  the  request  of  the  Mayor 
of  the  city  issue  and  sell  at  public  or  private  sale 
serial  bonds  of  the  city  to  an  amount  necessary  to 
meet  said  cost." 

The  Chair  will  supplement  that  statement  by 
saying  this,  that  up  to  this  year  the  Council  has 
never  had  the  bills  of  the  Legislature  here  on  hand 
and  through  the  City  Messenger  this  year  for  the 
first  time  the  Chair  has  made  arrangements  to 
have  delivered  here  every  day  every  single  bill  in 
the  Legislature  before  it  is  acted  on  by  the  city 
that  affects  the  City  of  Boston  and  there  is  here 
at  all  times  for  the  perusal  of  any  member  of  the 
Council  those  bills  which  it  is  the  bounden  duty  of 
the  Council  to  read  and  to  be  informed  upon  rather 
than  relying  on  any  one  else. 

Coun.  CURTIS — I  don't  suppose  the  members 
of  this  body  want  to  go  on  record  on  a  matter  of 
this  nature  due  to  any  mistake.  Now  there  is  no 
doubt  about  it  but  that  the  members  of  this  body 
voted  for  the  acceptance  of  this  act  on  the  infor- 
mation and  in  the  belief  that  further  action  by 
them  would  be  required  before  this  loan  could  be 
made.  Furthermore,  in  regard  to  the  point  just 
raised,  although,  of  course,  the  Legislature  has 
authority  to  suspend  the  charter  or  change  it  by 
another  legislative  act,  where  they  say  that  the 
action  shall  be  in  conformity  with  the  charter,  it 
would  seem  to  me  that  there  is  room  for  doubt  as 
to  whether  they  did  mean  that  that  should  go 
through  in  the  way  in  which  it  has  and  I  should 
like  to  suggest  that  we  give  notice  right  now  to 
those  financial  authorities  who  would  be  interested 
in  bidding  on  this  that  at  least  some  of  us  feel  there 
is  a  question  as  to  the  legality  of  borrowing  money 
under  the  conditions  under  which  this  order  was 
slipped  over  and  I  rise  here  to  say  that  this  matter 
has  been  slipped  over  on  this  body;  that  we  voted 
on  it  not  knowing  we  were  voting  to  appropriate 
a  million  dollars;  and  I  call  upon  the  Mayor  to  do 
the  fair  thing  and  let  this  important  measure  be 
heard  on  its  merits  and  send  that  order  back  to  us 
so  it  can  be  further  considered  without  misunder- 
standing. 

President  McGRATH— The  Chair  will  state 
that  the  Chair  will  very  gladly  entertain  a  motion 
for  Corporation  Counsel  to  rule  on  the  matter. 


SIDEWALK  ON  CLARKSON  STREET. 

Coun.  KELLY  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  make  a  sidewalk  along  S3  Clarkson  street, 
Ward  15,  in  front  of  the  estates  bordering  thereon; 
said  sidewalk  to  be  from  3  to  10  inches  above  the 
gutter  adjoining,  to  be  from  5  to  12  feet  in  width, 
and  to  be  built  of  artificial  stone,  with  granite 
edgestones,  under  the  provisions  of  chapter  196 
of  the  Special  Acts  of  1917. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


INFORMATION    FROM    CORPORATION 
COUNSEL. 

Coun.  NORTON  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Corporation  Counsel  advise 
the  Council  as  to  whether  or  not  the  So-called  Bast 
Boston   Strandway    Bill   has   been   legally    passed 
l>y  the  City  Council. 

Coun.  NORTON — I  believe  this  order  has  been 
illegally  passed  and  I  believe  a  survey  of  the 
Supreme  Court's  decision  on  similar  orders  will 
prove  this  order  has  been  illegally  passed.  Now 
the  President  read  section  .'i  in  which  it  is  stated 
that  the  treasurer  without  any  other  authority 
than  that  herein  contained  shall,  from  tunc  to 
time,  on  request  of  the  Mayor  of  the  city,  issue 
and  sell  at  public  or  private  sale  serial  bonds  ol 
the  city  to  an  amount  necessary  to  meet  Baid  cost. 
lint  section  4  supersedes  section  .'1.  The  last 
thing  the  Legislature  said  in  this  bill  which  1ms 
been  slipped  over  on  this  Council  according  to 
those  who  have  been  years  at  City  Hall,  one  of 
the  Outstanding  bills  from  the  standpoint  of 
deceit,  the  last  thing  our  Legislature  said  was 
Ibis,    and    our    Supreme    Court,    both    state    and 
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national,  time  and  again  has  ruled  in  cases  similar 
to  this  that  the  last  supersedes  the  first;  similar 
to  a  will, — make  one  today  and  have  a  codicil 
tomorrow  and  the  codicil  rules.  Now  this  is 
what  the  last  words  in  this  bill  state,  "This  act 
shall  take  effect  upon  its  acceptance  during  the 
current  year  subject  to  the  provisions  of  the 
City's  Charter,  but  not  otherwise."  The  City 
Charter  states  that  it  shall  be  passed  two  consec- 
utive times  with  a  space  of  twenty  days  between. 
It  has  not  been  so  passed.  The  Equity  Court 
in  this  Commonwealth  has  stated  that  equity 
will  look  to  the  essence  and  not  to  the  form.  That 
means  this:  That  a  Supreme  Court  of  Equity 
will  say,  "Did  the  average  City  Councilor  know 
when  he  voted  on  the  acceptance  of  this  act  that 
it  meant  the  acceptance  and  the  expenditure  of 
a  million  dollars?"  If  they  did  not  and  there  is 
evidence  to  prove  they  did  not,  as  stated  by  the 
able  colleague  from  the  Back  Bay,  I  think  you 
will  find  the  Supreme  Judicial  Court  of  Equity 
will  state  that  under  our  rules  of  equity  in  this 
Commonwealth  that  bill  was  not  legally  passed. 
I  would  like  to  have  the  opinion  of  our  Corpora- 
tion Counsel  before  we  take  steps  before  the  Equity 
Court  of  this  Commonwealth  to  nullify  that  act. 
Order  passed  under  suspension  of  the  rules. 


EAST   BOSTON   STRANDWAY. 

Coun.  CURTIS  offered  the  following: 
Resolved,  That  the  Council  hereby  recognizes 
that  at  the  time  of  the  vote  June  29,  1931,  accept- 
ing chapter  422  of  the  Acts  of  1931,  relative  to  the 
construction  of  a  strandway  in  East  Boston,  it  was 
stated,  without  contradiction,  in  the  Executive 
Committee  hearing  on  this  matter  that  the  only 
question  before  the  Council  was  the  acceptance  of 
the  act  and  that  this  would  have  to  be  followed  by 
an  order  for  the  appropriation  of  the  money. 
Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 


REPAYING  VARIOUS   STREETS,  WARD   12. 

Coun.  BUSH  offered  the  following  orders: 
Ordered,  That  the  Public  Works  Commissioner 
be  requested,   through   his   Honor   the   Mayor,   to 
repave  with  smooth  paving  Wabeno  street,  Ward 
12. 

Ordered,  That  the  Public  Works  Commissioner 
be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to 
repave  with  smooth  paving,  Park  View  street, 
Ward  12. 

Ordered,  That  the  Public  Works  Commissioner 
be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to 
repave  with  smooth  paving,  Munroe  street,  Ward 
12. 

Ordered,  That  the  Public  Works  Commissioner 
be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to 
repave  with  smooth  paving,  Wayne  street.  Ward  12. 

Ordered,  That  the  Public  Works  Comnussioner 
be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to 
repave  with  smooth  paving  Waumbeck  street, 
Ward  12. 

The  orders  were  severally  passed  under  suspen- 
sion of  the  rule. 


REPORT   OF   COMMITTEE   ON   SOLDIERS' 
RELIEF. 

Coun.  NORTON,  for  the  Committee  on  Sol- 
diers' Relief,  submitted  a  report  recommending  the 
passage  of  an  order  for  the  payment  of  aid  to 
soldiers  and  sailors  and  their  families  in  the  City  of 
Boston  for  the  month  of  July,  1931. 

Report  accepted;   said  order  passed. 


PAYMENTS   TO    MOHAWK   PACKING 
COMPANY. 

Coun.  DOWD  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  trustees  of  the  Boston  City 
Hospital  be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the 
Mayor,  to  advise  the  Boston  City  Council  how 
much  money  was  paid  the  Mohawk  Packing  Com- 
pany during  the  last  year. 


Coun.  DOWD— I  would  like  to  know  officially 
just  how  much  money  the  Mohawk  Packing  Com- 
pany has  received  from  the  institution  of  the  City 
Hospital  during  the  last  year.  They  have  actually 
received  according  to  the  records  over  $365,000 
without  any  competitive  bidding  whatsoever. 
Then  if  that  statement  is  correct,  and  I  assume  the 
records  will  show  it  is  absolutely  correct,  then  the 
statement  I  made  in  the  Council  Chamber  just 
one  hour  ago  must  also  be  correct  because  we  all 
know  that  unless  some  man  is  very  powerful  and 
very  close  to  the  Mayor  of  Boston,  that  no  com- 
pany would  receive  the  sum  of  over  $360,000  with- 
out any  competitive  bidding  and  I  am  asking  the 
hospital  for  that  information. 

Order  passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


PRINTING    FINANCE    COMMISSION 
REPORT. 

Coun.  DOWD  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Printing 
be  authorized  to  print  as  a  city  document  the 
recent  report  of  the  Boston  Finance  Commission 
concerning  the  Public  Welfare  Department. 

Coun.  DOWD — I  have  been  on  my  feet  for  the 
last  six  or  seven  months  fighting  the  powers  that 
be,  the  Board  of  Overseers  at  Hawkins  street. 
Every  order  we  have  received  here  has  been  passed 
despite  the  fact  that  the  department  will  spend 
close  to  $8,000,000  this  year  and  the  Mayor  will 
have  the  public  believe  that  the  raise  in  taxes  is 
due  just  because  of  that  department.  I  have 
shown  him  and  I  have  shown  you  members  here 
the  collusion  and  grafting  that  has  existed  in  every 
branch  of  that  department.  I  have  asked  the 
Mayor  of  Boston  during  the  legislative  session  to 
remove  immediately  the  present  board  who  are 
inefficient  and  incompetent  and  incapable  of  run- 
ning that  department.  I  have  been  fairly  well 
borne  out  most  thoroughly  here  by  the  report  of 
the  Finance  Commission,  who  are  not  friendly 
with  Dowd,  but  who  are  very  friendly  with  the 
Mayor  of  Boston,  and  when  they  come  out  with 
the  report  that  they  have  come  out  with  then 
it  must  be  absolutely  correct.  That  report  was 
rendered  almost  two  weeks  ago  but  we  haven't 
heard  one  word  from  the  Mayor  of  Boston  what 
he  intends  to  do  about  it.  Of  course,  under  the 
law,  they  will  have  to  go  to  the  Legislature  to 
remove  that  body,  but  at  the  same  time  there  is 
no  real  logical  reason  why  the  Mayor  of  Boston 
cannot  put  somebody  in  that  department  tem- 
porarily to  run  it  and  run  it  correctly  because  if 
his  statements  are  correct  that  the  $7,000,000  or 
$8,000,000  they  are  going  to  expend  this  year  is 
due  entirely  for  the  increase  of  taxes,  then  I  say 
that  something  should  be  done  down  there.  There 
is  more  graft  and  collusion  in  the  Overseers  of 
the  City  of  Boston  than  in  any  other  branch,  and 
for  that  reason  I  ask  the  Superintendent  of  Print- 
ing to  print  as  a  public  document  the  recent 
report  of  the  Finance  Commission  which  con- 
demned the  Overseers  and  demanded  that  they 
be  removed. 

Order  passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


RECESS. 

On  motion  of  Coun.  HEIN,  the  Council  voted 
at  5.05  p.  m.  to  take  a  recess,  subject  to  the  call  of 
the  Chair.  The  members  reassembled  in  the  Coun- 
cil Chamber  and  were  called  to  order  at  6.25  p.  m. 


GYMNASIUM   AND   SHOWER  BATHS, 
BLOSSOM   STREET. 

Coun.  FITZGERALD  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  twenty-five  thousand 
dollars  be,  and  the  same  hereby  is,  appropriated, 
to  be  expended  under  the  direction  of  the  Superin- 
tendent of  Public  Buildings,  for  the  installation  of  a 
gymnasium  and  shower  baths,  etc.,  in  the  building 
known  as  the  Blossom  Street  Ward  Room,  Ward  3, 
and  that  to  meet  said  appropriation  the  City 
Treasurer  be  authorized  to  issue,  from  time  to  time, 
upon  the  request  of  the  Mayor,  bonds  or  certifi- 
cates of  indebtedness  of  the  city  to  said  amount. 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 


JULY    13,    1931. 
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EXECUTIVE  COMMITTEE  REPORTS. 

Coun.  LYNCH,  for  the  Executive  Committee, 
submitted  the  following: 

1.  Report  on  the  petition  of  the  Boston  National 
League  Baseball  Company  (referred  today),  recom- 
mending the  passage  of  the  following  order: 

Ordered,  That  the  hours  specified  in  the  license 
granted  March  2,  1931,  to  the  Boston  National 
League  Baseball  Company  for  outdoor  athletic 
sports  or  games  on  the  Lord's  Day,  at  32  Gaffney 
street,  namely,  between  two  o'clock  and  six  o'clock 
in  the  afternoon,  be,  and  hereby  are,  extended  to 
cover  the  period  between  one-thirty  o'clock  and 
six-thirty  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  in  accordance 
with  the  provisions  of  chapter  174  of  the  Acts  of 
1931. 

The  report  was  accepted  and  the  question  came 
on  the  passage  of  the  order . 

Coun.  RUBY — So  that  it  might  not  appear  the 
City  Council  had  for  any  reason  held  up  the  grant- 
ing of  the  additional  request  of  the  Boston  National 
League  Baseball  Club,  I  think  it  ought  to  appear 
as  a  matter  of  public  record  that  the  ninety  days 
from  the  time  of  the  passage  of  the  bill  in  the 
Legislature  and  of  the  signing  of  the  bill  by  the 
Governor, — the  ninety  days  would  not  have  been 
up  until  July  6  as  I  understand  it  or  if  I  am  cor- 
rectly informed,  so  we  are  voting  on  the  request 
at  the  earliest  possible  time.  This  statement  I 
make  because  of  the  fact  that  there  has  been  a 
press  notice  to  the  effect  that  it  was  being  held  in 
the  Council  and  it  might  well  appear  on  our  records 
that  this  is  the  first  time  we  have  received  this 
request  and  for  that  reason  we  couldn't  have  held 
it  up. 

Permit  granted. 

2.  Report  on  message  of  the  Mayor  and 
order  (referred  today),  recommending  the  expendi- 
ture of  $7,500  to  carry  on  the  work  of  the  Com- 
mercial, Industrial  and  Publicity  Bureau — that 
the  same  ought  to  pass. 

Report  accepted;  order  passed,  yeas  17,  nays — 
Coun.  Norton — 1. 

3.  Report  on  message  of  the  Mayor  and  order 
(referred  today),  recommending  the  transfer 
within  departmental  appropriations  of  certain 
appropriations — that  the  same  ought  to  pass. 

The  report  was  accepted  and  the  question  came 
on  the  passage  of  the  order. 

The  order  was  passed;   yeas  18,  nays  0. 

4.  Report  on  petition  of  Mary  Allen  and  order 
(referred  January  12,  1931)  for  the  payment  of 
an  annuity  on  account  of  the  death  of  her  hus- 
band, Joseph  O.  Allen,  late  member  of  the  Boston 
Fire  Department — that  the  same  ought  to  pass. 

Report  accepted;  said  order  passed. 

5.  Report  on  order  (referred  today)  authorizing 
the  City  of  Boston  to  pay  an  annuity  to  or  for  the 
benefit  of  the  widow  and  children  of  Frank  A. 
Comeau — that  the  same  ought  to  pass. 

Report  accepted;   said  order  passed. 

6.  Report  on  order  (referred  today)  authorizing 
the  City  of  Boston  to  pay  a  pension  to  Elizabeth 
J.  Dineen,  widow  of  Daniel  T.  Dineen,  a  former 
member  of  the  Fire  Department — that  the  same 
ought  to  pass. 

Report  accepted ;  said  order  passed. 

7.  Report  on  message  of  the  Mayor  and  order 
(referred  today),  recommending  the  temporary 
modification  of  rules  for  classifying  and  compen- 
sating Suffolk  County  employees — that  the  same 
ought  to  pass. 

Report  accepted;  said  order  passed. 

8.  Report  on  resolution  (referred  today)  stat- 
ing that  the  only  question  before  the  Council  in 
their  vote  of  June  29,  1931,  accepting  chapter  422 
of  the  Acts  of  1931,  relative  to  the  construction 
of  a  strand  way  in  East  Boston,  was  the  acceptance 
of  the  Act,  and  that  this  would  have  to  be  followed 
by  an  order  for  the  appropriation  of  the  money — 
that  the  same  ought  to  pass. 

Report  accepted;   said  resolution  adopted. 

9.  Report  on  message  of  the  Mayor  and  order 
(referred  today)  relative  to  the  restraining  of  all 
dogB  within  the  limits  of  the  City  of  Boston  for  a 
period  of  ninety  days — that  the  same  ought  not 
to  pass. 

The  question  came  on  the  acceptance  of  the 
committee's  report. 

Coun.  RUBY — I  don't  want  to  take  the  time  of 
the  members  because  I  appreciate  it  is  a  warm 
afternoon  and  the  boys  want  to  get  away,  but  I 
can't  help  voicing  my  opinion  on  this  matter.  I 
believe  that  this  is  as  important  a  matter  as  has 
come  on  the  floor  of  this  Council  today,  with  all  due 
respect  to  the  amounts  of  money  involved  in  the 


other  orders.  I  don't  believe  that  we  ought  to 
wait  for  something  unfortunate  to  happen  and  then 
take  action.  I  believe  in  safeguarding  while  we 
may.  We  have  a  health  commissioner  whom  we 
pay  $10,000  a  year  to  perform  certain  duties,  and 
in  the  performance  of  those  duties  he  is  obligated 
to  inform  us  of  health  conditions  in  our  state. 
Through  the  Mayor  of  Boston  he  is  submitting  an 
order  today  providing  for  the  restraining  of  dogs 
for  a  period  of  ninety  days  because  of  what  may 
happen  from  the  dogs  being  permitted  to  run  at 
large  during  the  so-called  dog  days  of  the  summer. 
This  order  is  nothing  new.  Those  of  us  who  have 
been  in  the  Council  previously  have  had  this  order 
before  and  the  records  will  show  that  we  have 
voted  for  the  same  restraining  order  in  previous 
years.  I  don't  want  to  have  it  happen  in  my  dis- 
trict, regardless  of  how  I  may  feel  the  benefit  of 
having  a  dog,  to  have  an  unfortunate  child  who  has 
a  right  to  be  on  the  street  or  who  is  on  the  play- 
ground that  we  set  apart  for  children  to  roam 
around  and  play  in,  to  be  bitten  by  a  dog  after  we 
have  had  an  opportunity  to  vote  to  prevent  that 
very  thing.  We  have  had  a  lot  of  laws  enacted  in 
the  City  of  Boston,  both  through  rules  and  through 
ordinances,  after  catastrophies  have  happened  that 
caused  the  making  of  those  laws.  We  have  had  a 
stringent  enforcement  of  the  building  laws  because 
of  disasters  similar  to  the  Pickwick  disaster  of 
several  years  ago.  This  matter  is  just  as  impor- 
tant, if  not  more  so,  because  we  are  now  going  to 
decide  whether  we  are  willing  to  safeguard  the 
human  being  on  the  streets  of  our  city  for  ninety 
days  in  comparison  with  those  who  are  fond  of 
their  dog  and  who  believe  in  not  restraining  that 
dog.  I  believe  that  there  is  more  than  one  way, 
even  though  the  dogs  are  restrained,  of  giving  to 
that  animal  every  possible  advantage  that  the  plac- 
ing of  a  leash  can  put  on  him  or  the  muzzling  of  the 
dog.  We  may  have  90  per  cent  of  dog  owners  in 
Boston  who  are  careful  of  their  animals,  but  no 
one,  even  though  he  may  vote  not  to  restrain  the 
dog,  can  help  admitting  that  there  may  be  5  per 
cent  of  the  dog  owners  in  Boston  who  are  not  care- 
ful of  their  animals,  and  if  that  5  per  cent,  or  even 
1  per  cent  of  the  dogs  in  Boston  are  permitted  to 
run  at  large,  and  even  if  one  child  is  bitten  in  the 
next  ninety  days  the  people  of  Boston  will  have 
a  right  to  say  that  we  could  have  avoided  that 
tragic  happening  because  the  Mayor  of  Boston 
submitted  an  order  to  this  Council  asking  for  the 
restraining  of  the  animals.  We  should  not  be 
governed  by  our  personal  opinions,  and  I  think  we 
have  no  right  even  to  interest  ourselves  in  a  dog 
whether  we  have  one  or  not.  We  are  taking  a  safe- 
guard. We  are  using  a  precaution,  and  I  agree,  as 
has  been  said  in  the  Executive  Committee,  that 
there  are  many  dogs  which  are  more  loyal  to  a 
human  being  than  some  of  the  human  beings.  Hut 
that  is  not  an  argument,  Mr.  President,  for  us  to 
vote  against  something  that  comes  to  us  from  the 
Health  Commissioner  of  Boston,  that  comes  to  us 
from  the  State  Commissioner  of  Health  of  this 
Commonwealth.  We  are  not  the  first  city  that  is 
asked  to  decide  this  important  question.  Thirty- 
eight  cities  and  towns  up  to  today  have  ordered 
the  muzzling  and  the  restraining  of  animals  in  this 
Commonwealth  for  a  period  of  ninety  days.  We 
are  the  largest  city  in  the  Commonwealth  and  we 
are  the  last  city  practically  in  the  Commonwealth 
that  is  considering  the  restraining  of  dogs.  Regard- 
less of  the  outcome  I  want  it  to  appear  on  the 
record  that  I  at  least  have  done  my  duty.  I  live 
in  a  district  inhabited  by  over  60,000  people  who 
go  to  different  parks,  who  go  and  use  the  different 
streets  of  the  district,  and  they  have  a  right  to  be 
protected,  especially  when  the  opinion  is  expressed 
by  the  Health  Commissioner  of  Boston,  who  asks 
us  through  the  Mayor  to  cause  the  restraining  of 
the  animals.  My  time  is  up,  I  notice,  Mr.  Provi- 
dent, and  I  earnestly  hope  that  the  vote  of  the 
Executive  Committee  will  not  be  accepted  and  that 
we  carry  out  the  request  of  the  Health  Commis- 
sioner, and  that  those  of  us  who  are  in  favor  ol 
restraining  the  dogs  will  vote  no  when  the  question 
comes  before  us. 

Coun.  BUSH — Mr.  President  and  members  of 
the  Council,  there  is  no  person  who  thinks  more  of 
man's  greatest  and  finest  four-legged  friend  than  I 
do.  The  heroic  deeds,  which  arc  a  matter  of  his- 
tory, performed  by  dogs,  the  great  affection  and 
loyalty  shown  by  them  at  various  times,  is  one  of 
the  beacon  lights,  one  of  the  moat  illustrious,  shin- 
ing lights  in  the  history  of  the  human  rare.  No- 
body can  deny  that  dogs  make  much  more  loyal 
friends  to  human  beings  than  human  beings  them- 
selves, but  we  are  concerned  here  not  merely  with 
the  loyalty  and  tho  affection  and  the  esteem  of 
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dogs  for  their  masters  but  with  the  safety  of  the 
public,  and  not  merely  with  the  safety  of  the  adult 
public  but  with  the  safety  of  the  little  children. 
Our  city  is  one  of  a  great  many  closely  conjested 
communities  and  a  great  many  people  keep  dogs  in 
very  congested  centers,  in  aparatment  houses 
where  they  have  not  the  freedom  to  roam  around. 
During  the  hot  spells  of  the  season  dogs,  like 
human  beings,  become  irritable  and  are  likely  to 
snap  upon  slight  provocation.  I  don't  say  that  a 
dog  has  the  rabies  merely  because  he  snaps  or 
bites,  but  it  is  difficult  to  tell  whether  a  dog  has  the 
rabies  until  long  after  he  has  delivered  the  bite,  and 
during  that  period  of  suspense  of  perhaps  nine 
days  or  two  weeks  the  parents  of  that  child  are  in 
mortal  agony  for  fear  that  the  child  may  contract 
that  most  dreaded  of  all  diseases,  the  disease  of 
hydrophobia.  For  the  safety  of  these  children, 
for  the  safety  of  the  public  in  general  the  only 
proper  thing  is  to  pass  this  restraining  order,  that 
no  blame  might  descend  upon  this  Council  for 
possible  failure  to  properly  safeguard  the  little 
children  of  the  city. 

Coun.  COX — Mr.  Chairman,  the  two  previous 
speakers  and  myself  are  in  full  accord.  If  there 
was  any  question  in  my  mind  about  the  safety  of 
children  being  sacrificed  by  the  restraining  of  dogs, 
why,  I  would  be  in  favor  of  the  order,  but  having 
owned  a  dog  and  having  owned  dogs  all  my  life  I 
know  what  effect  the  restraining  of  a  dog  or  the 
tying  of  a  dog  on  a  leash  has  on  that  dog.  Regard- 
ing my  own  full-blooded  St.  Bernard  dog,  if  the 
City  of  Boston  says  that  I  must  muzzle  that  dog 
then  I  shall  have  the  dog  killed,  because  it  is  not 
possible  to  muzzle  the  dog  and  have  him  a  safe  dog. 
If  you  want  safety  don't  muzzle  anybody.  I  would 
like  to  know  if  some  of  you  gentlemen  believe  it 
wrould  improve  your  dispositions  if  you  were 
muzzled  for  a  while.  Now,  I  am  naturally  inter- 
ested in  the  welfare  of  children.  I  have  children. 
I  know  how  dear  every  man's  child  is  to  him.  I 
know  of  cases  of  those  who  have  no  time  for  dogs. 
1  owned  a  dog  who  saved  three  lives  and  you  were 
responsible  for  restraining  that  dog.  A  neighbor 
who  did  not  like  dogs  brought  me  into  court  for  not 
restraining  a  Newfoundland  dog  that  was  never 
known  to  bite  a  child.  I  say  that  his  order  is  not 
going  to  help  in  any  way  the  safety,  and  I  ask 
Doctor  Mahoney  whether  he  will  say  that  the 
restraining  of  dogs,  the  leashing  of  dogs  or  the 
muzzling  of  dogs  will  prevent  rabies.  If  I  am  com- 
pelled to  have  my  dog  on  a  leash  I  have  got  to  go 
out  walking  with  him  for  a  mile  and  a  half  or  two 
miles  every  morning  so  that  he  will  get  some  exer- 
cise. In  other  words,  during  the  leashing  and  the 
restraining  of  two  years  ago  I  had  to  wet-nurse  a 
dog.  Now,  I  say  that  is  all  foolishness.  You  talk 
about  Doctor  Mahoney  and  what  you  say  about 
him  as  Health  Commissioner.  I  am  taking,  as 
against  Doctor  Mahoney,  Doctor  Rowley  of  the 
Society  for  the  Prevention  of  Cruelty  to  Animals, 
who  knows  more  about  them  than  either  Doctor 
Mahoney  or  Doctor  Bigelow.  Doctor  Bigelow 
is  responsible  for  the  last,  and  yet  he  said  he  didn't 
know  how  much  it  had  prevented  rabies.  So  I 
will  say  that  I  hope  this  order  will  not  pass. 

Coun.  HEIN — I  am  somewhat  in  accord  with 
the  councilor  from  the  other  end  of  the  city.  In 
an  editorial  in  the  Boston  Traveler  of  July  S  Doctor 
Bigelow  states,  "We  have  tried  this  before  and  it 
did  not  work."  Now  he  is  going  to  try  it  all  over 
again.  He  says  it  has  not  worked.  Doctor 
Rowley  of  the  Society  for  the  Prevention  of  Cruelty 
to  Animals  states  that  they  had  twenty  or  thirty 
thousand  cases.  Out  of  that  they  only  had  twenty- 
nine  people  who  have  taken  treatment  so  far. 
There  have  been  only  thirty  towns  out  of  three 
hundred  and  fifty-five  that  have  passed  this  ordi- 
nance so  far  in  this  state,  so  the  councilor  informs 
me.  I  hope  at  this  time  that  they  will  abide  by  the 
report  of  the  committee  that  the  order  not  pass. 

Coun.  GREEN  offered  the  following  amend- 
ment: 


Amend  by  inserting  before  the  word  "dogs" 
the  word  "vicious."  Doctor  Bigelow  to  decide 
who  is  supposed  to  qualify  as  an  expert  on  dis- 
temper or  other  ailments  of  the  dog  family. 

President  McGRATH — The  Chair  will  rule 
that  the  proposed  amendment  is  out  of  order. 

The  report  of  the  committee  was  accepted  and 
the  order  was  declared  rejected. 

Coun.  RUBY  doubted  the  vote,  and  the  order 
was  rejected,  the  vote  on  its  passage  being: 

Yeas — Coun.  Bush,  Curtis,  Fitzgerald,  McGrath, 
Norton,  Ruby — 6. 

Nays — Coun.  Cox,  Donovan,  Dowd,  Englert, 
Fish,  Gleason.  Green,  Hein,  Kelly,  Lynch,  Ma- 
honey, Wilson — 12. 


IMPROVEMENTS,  WARD  16. 

Coun.  FISH  offered  the  following  orders: 
Ordered,  That  the  Public  Works  Commissioner, 
through    his   Honor   the    Mayor,    repave    Samoset 
street,  Ward  16,  with  smooth  pavement. 

Ordered,  That  the  Public  Works  Commissioner, 
through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  repave  Dix  street, 
Ward  16,  with  smooth  pavement. 

Ordered,  That  the  Public  Works  Commissioner, 
through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  repave  King  street, 
Ward  16,  with  smooth  pavement. 

Ordered,  That  the  Board  of  Street  Commission- 
ers, through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  accept  and 
lay  out  Lenoxdale  avenue,  Ward  16,  as  a  public 
highway. 

Ordered,  That  the  Board  of  Street  Commission- 
ers, through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  accept  and 
lay  out  Allendale  avenue.  Ward  16.  as  a  public 
highway. 

Ordered,  That  the  Board  of  Street  Commission- 
ers, through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  accept  and 
lay  out  Branton  street,  Ward  16,  as  a  public  high- 
way. 

The  orders  were  severally  passed  under  suspen- 
sion of  the  rule. 


INVESTIGATION     OF     CONDITIONS     AT 
CHARLESTOWN  HEIGHTS. 

Coun.  GREEN  offered  the  foUowing: 
Ordered,  That  the  Park  Commissioner  be  re- 
quested, through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  investi- 
gate the  conditions  now  existing  at  Charlestown 
Heights,  Ward  1,  and  to  report  the  result  of  such 
investigation  to  the  City  Council  with  the  recom- 
mendations as  to  a  remedy. 

Passed  under  a  suspension  of  the  rule. 


INVESTIGATION  OF  CONDITIONS  AT 
DEWEY  BEACH. 

Coun.  GREEN  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Park  Commissioner  be  re- 
quested, through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  investi- 
gate the  conditions  now  existing  at  Dewey  Beach, 
and  to  report  the  result  of  such  investigation  to 
the  City  Council  with  the  recommendations  as 
to  a  remedy. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


ADJOURNMENT. 

On  motion  of  Coun.  HEIN,  the  Council  voted, 
at  6.57  p.  m.,  to  adjourn  to  Monday,  August  3, 
1931,  at  2  p.  m. 
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Proceedings  of  City  Council. 


Monday,  August  3,  1931. 
Regular   meeting   of   the   City   Council    in    the 
Council  Chamber  at  2  p.  m.,  President  McGRATH 
n  the  chair.     Absent,  Coun.  Curtis  and  Gallagher. 


JURORS  DRAWN. 

Jurors  were  drawn,  under  the  law,  Coun.  RUBY 
presiding  at  the  box  in  the  absence  of  his  Honor 
Mayor  Curley,  as  follows: 

Three  traverse  jurors,  Superior  Criminal  Court, 
Second  Session,  to  appear  September  14,  1931: 

Chester  C.  Mann,  Ward  7;  Joseph  F.  Reed, 
Ward  17;   Joseph  M.  Manning,  Ward  20. 

Thirty  traverse  jurors,  Superior  Criminal  Court, 
Third  Session,  to  appear  September  8,  1931: 

Francis  L.  Green,  Ward  1;  Jasper  J.  Jeffers, 
Ward  1;  Arthur  B.  McLesh,  Ward  1;  Richard  J. 
Duggan,  Ward  2;  Robert  Lang,  Ward  2;  Nicholas 
J.  Raymond,  Ward  2;  Harold  S.  Dickinson,  Ward 
3;  Louis  Springer,  Ward  3;  Frederick  T.  Pearson, 
Ward  4;  James  F.  Noone,  Ward  7;  Charles  F. 
Rand,  Jr.,  Ward  7;  Thomas  J.  Waters,  Ward  7; 
William  R.  Burnside,  Ward  8;  Robert  Richard 
Morrow,  Ward  9;  Michael  F.  Duggan,  Ward  11; 
Louis  Schindler,  Ward  12;  James  F.  Shea,  Ward 
13;  John  D.  Gallagher,  Ward  15;  John  J.  Kelley, 
Ward  15;  Thomas  P.  Reardon,  Ward  16;  Edward 
H.  Oppenheimer,  Ward  17;  David  I.  Quirk,  Ward 
17;  Harold  A.  Lake,  Ward  18;  Daniel  Joseph 
Murray,  Ward  18;  William  E.  Durgin,  Ward  20; 
Archibald  McGregor,  Ward  20;  Charles  P.  Ray- 
mond, Ward  20;  Henry  D.  Richards,  Ward  21; 
Jules  Charbonnier,  Ward  22;  Arthur  T.  Sullivan, 
Ward  22. 

Thirty  traverse  jurors,  Superior  Criminal  Court, 
Fourth  Session,  to  appear  September  8,  1931: 

Joseph  Barberisi,  Ward  1;  Louis  Biggi,  Ward 
1;  William  McCoy,  Ward  2:  William  D.  Daniels, 
Ward  4;  Dennis  J.  Sullivan,  Ward  5;  Harry  A. 
Anderson,  Ward  6;  Elmer  E.  Barnes,  Ward  7; 
James  P.  Kennedy,  Ward  7;  Henry  J.  Cunning- 
ham, Ward  8;  John  J.  Walsh,  Ward  8;  William 
F.  Scott,  Ward  9;  Thomas  J.  Jesso,  Ward  11; 
James  Rankin,  Ward  11;  Norman  Reid,  Ward 
11;  John  F.  Welch,  Ward  11;  Wilder  A.  Smith, 
Ward  12;  Richard  L.  West,  Ward  13;  John  F. 
Holland,  Ward  15;  John  J.  Campers,  Ward  15; 
Axel  L.  Olson,  Ward  15;  John  J.  Mahoney,  Ward 
17;  Hugh  McDonald,  Ward  17;  Fred  W.  Smith, 
Ward  17;  David  A.  Whalen,  Ward  17;  Joseph 
L.  Donovan,  Ward  18;  Arthur  Scena,  Ward  18; 
Richard  J.  Kennedy,  Ward  19;  William  D.  Rock- 
wood,  Ward  20;  Harry  A.  Fay,  Ward  22;  James  P. 
Breslin,  Ward  22. 

Thirty  traverse  jurors,  Superior  Criminal  Court, 
Fifth  Session,  to  appear  September  8,  1931: 

Thomas  J.  Green,  Ward  1;  Edward  H.  Gal- 
lagher, Ward  2;  Severino  Petrillo,  Ward  3;  Arthur 
J.  Stone,  Ward  3;  John  A.  McDonald,  Ward  4; 
Francis  V.  Moran,  Ward  5'  George  H.  Wilkins, 
Ward  6;  Frank  L.  Clapp,  Ward  7;  Jacob  Holub, 
Ward  7;  Joseph  P.  Casey,  Ward  11;  Frederick 
D.  Achilles,  Ward  12;  Andrew  J.  Lovelace,  Ward 
12;  Charles  W.  Kief,  Ward  14;  Alexander  L. 
Walleck,  Ward  14;  Abraham  Eisman,  Ward  14; 
Daniel  T.  Lydon,  Ward  15;  Joseph  Murphy, 
Ward  16;  Burt  P.  Carr,  Ward  17;  Herbert  C. 
Friese,  Ward  17;  Joseph  F.  Galvin,  Ward  18; 
Eugene  J.  Kirchgessner,  Ward  18;  William  J. 
Manning,  Ward  18;  Ernest  W.  Royes,  Ward  18; 
Charles  R.  Peterson,  Ward  18;  Gustaf  Anderson, 
Ward  20;  Charles  H.  Greim,  Ward  20;  Clarence 
S.  Hefler,  Ward  20;  Gerard  J.  Smith,  Ward  20; 
Maurice  J.  Deale,  Ward  21;  Carl  F.  R.  Pearson, 
Ward  22. 

Thirty-seven  traverse  jurors,  Superior  Civil 
Court,  Third  Session,  July  Sitting,  to  appear 
September  8,  1931: 

Henry  F.  McClellan,  Ward  1 ;  John  M.  Fournier, 
Ward  2;    Michael  J.  Tierney,  Ward  2;    John  C. 


Chapin,  Ward  3;  John  H.  Phillips,  Ward  5;  John 
Watson,  Ward  7;  George  G.  Libby,  Ward  8; 
Peter  F.  Sullivan,  Ward  8;  Jeremiah  L.  Kelley, 
Ward  10;  Patrick  J.  Mitchell,  Ward  11;  William 
T.  Burns,  Ward  14;  James  H.  Gillespie,  Ward 
14;  Adna  H.  Armstrong,  Ward  15;  John  J. 
Donovan,  Ward  15;  James  D.  Crowjey,  Ward 
16;  Arthur  T.  Ormsby,  Ward  16;  Edward  W. 
Newcomb,  Ward  17;  Edward  G.  Thyne,  Ward 
17;  James  Lennan,  Ward  18;  William  E.  Stein- 
acker,  Ward  18;  John  T.  Bradley,  Ward  19; 
Thomas  H.  Gately,  Ward  19;  William  A.  Erland- 
son,  Ward  20;  Alvan  D.  Eastman,  jr.,  Ward  21; 
Harold  B.  Wright,  Ward  21;  Walter  C.  Cusack, 
Ward  22;    Allan  T.  Galpin,  Ward  22. 

Twenty-nine  traverse  jurors,  Superior  Civil 
Court,  Fourth  Session,  July  Sitting,  to  appear 
September8,  1931: 

Patrick  Curran,  Ward  1;  John  F.  B.  Leonard. 
Ward  2;  Daniel  J.  McDonald,  Ward  2;  Richard 
J.  Stapleton,  Ward  2;  Thomas  C.  Bresnahan, 
Ward  3;  Frank  A.  Brady,  Ward  7;  George  A. 
Doyle,  Ward  9;  John  Lownie.  Ward  9;  Terrance 
McKenna,  Ward  9;  Ferdinand  DeLang,  Ward 
11;  Joseph  J.  Hurley,  Ward  11;  Harvey  M. 
Archer,  Ward  13;  Francis  P.  Duffey,  Ward  13; 
Albert  T.  Olsen,  Ward  16;  Frank  A.  Sullivan, 
Ward  16;  Thomas  V.  Burke,  Ward  18;  George 
F.  Hodgkinson,  Ward  18;  William  F.  Tolland, 
Ward  18;  Alpheus  S.  Townsend,  Ward  18;  Sidney 
L.  Jordan,  Ward  19;  Bernard  A.  Nustedt,  Jr., 
Ward  19;  Edmund  C.  Devlin,  Ward  20;  Charles 
H.  Ellis,  Ward  20;  David  R.  Gillies,  Ward  20; 
Martin  A.  Lorenz,  Ward  20;  Herbert  H.  Page, 
Ward   20;    John   A.   Holland,   Ward  21;    Charles 

B.  Carll,  Ward  22;  Richard  M.  Lombard,  Ward 
22. 

Twenty-eight  traverse  jurors,  Superior  Civil 
Court,  Fifth  Session,  July  Sitting,  to  appear  Sep- 
tember 8,  1931: 

John  Ferreiro,  Ward  1;  Herbert  W.  Johnson, 
Ward  1;  Alton  W.  McLaughlin,  Jr.,  Ward  1: 
Louis  G.  Parker,  Ward  1;  Joseph  B.  Lyons,  Ward 
2;  Timothy  C.  Leonard.  Ward  3;  Dennis  J. 
O'Connell,  Ward  3;  Peter  J.  McDonald,  Ward  5; 
Charles  L.  Farren,  Ward  6;  George  J.  Jackson, 
Ward  7;  Dennis  J.  Mclntyre,  Ward  7;,  Francis 
J.  Crosby,  Ward  8;  Frank  E.  McCarthy  Ward 
10;  James  P.  Nagle.  Ward  10;  James  P.  Griffin, 
Ward  11;  William  F.  Murphy,  Ward  11;  Abra- 
ham Shleman.  Ward  11;  Andrew  B.  Clifford, 
Ward  12;  James  F.  Haley.  Ward  13;  Louis  D. 
Goldman,  Ward  14;  Patrick  Ryan,  Ward  14; 
Samuel  James  Brennan,  Ward  17;  John  J.  Don- 
ovan, Ward  17;  Charles  A.  Gimpel,  Ward  19; 
Henry  H.  Nelson,  Jr.,  Ward  19;  George  M. 
Clough,  Ward  21;  Joseph  F.  Magann,  Ward  21; 
Fred  H.  Smith,  Ward  21. 

Twenty-six  traverse  jurors.  Superior  Civil 
Court,  Sixth  Session,  July  Sitting,  to  appear  Sep- 
tember 8,  1931: 

Denis  Creedon,  Ward  2;  Robert  Goldstein, 
Ward  3;  Frank  O'Connor,  Ward  3;  James  W. 
Thomson,  Ward  4;  Frank  E.  Covey,  Ward  5; 
Myron  S.  Houghton,  Ward  5;  Thomas  F.  Can- 
non, Ward  6;  Michael  J.  King,  Ward  8;  Charles 
H.  Jackson,  Ward  11 ;  Walter  L.  Pedden,  Ward  11; 
Cornelius  B.  McAuliffe,  Ward  13;  William  G. 
Cole,  Ward  17;  Royal  A.  Cole,  Ward  19;  fobren 
N.  Dahood,  Ward  19;  Anthony  Klynsoon.  Ward 
19;    Frank  H.  Merrill,  Ward  19;    Christopher  R. 

C.  Spear,  Ward  19;  Edward  H.  Bryant,  Ward 
20;  Herbert  V.  Means,  Ward  20;  Max  C.  Gruhn, 
Ward  20;  Gerald  E.  Lally,  Ward  20;  Edward 
R.  Walsh,  Jr.,  Ward  20;  Charles  E.  Moore,  Ward 
21;  Robert  P.  Tabolt.  Ward  21;  Louis  E.  Wilson, 
Ward  21;    Carl  S.  Wickman,  Ward  22. 

Twenty-seven  traverse  jurors,  Superior  Civil 
Court,  Seventh  Session,  July  Sitting,  to  appear 
September8.  1931: 

Edward  W.  Dixon.  Ward  1;  Henry  M.  Glennon, 
Ward  1;  John  J.  McO'ormack.  Ward  1;  Joseph 
MoN'amce,  Ward  1;  Francis  W.  Gill,  Ward  2; 
Lewis  K.  Gilmore,  Jr..  Ward  2;  Henry  W,  Bird, 
Ward  5;  Albert  M.  Eaton,  Ward  5;  William  .1. 
Keenan,  Ward  5;  George  H.  Wellington,  Ward 
10;  Edgar  E.  Ware.  Ward  12;  Carl  A.  Helms- 
dorff,  Ward  13;  William  .1.  Baker,  Ward  15; 
William  E.  Doolan.  Ward  16;  John  C.  Flaherty. 
Ward  16;  James  T.  Cronan,  Ward  17;  Uichard 
F.  Conrov,  Ward  18;  George  W.  Doyle,  Ward 
18:  Joseph  W.  Osborn,  Ward  19:  Daniel  I'.  Sul- 
livan,   Ward    19;     John    H.    Wallace,    Ward    19; 
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Albert  C.  Rau,  Ward  20;  Arthur  H.  Saunders. 
Ward  20,  Henry  Schuhmacher,  Ward  20;  John 
A.  H.  Stahl,  Ward  20;  John  B.  Sullivan,  Ward 
22;  Sylvester  Sullivan,  Ward  22. 


APPOINTMENT  OF  CONSTABLE. 

The  following  was  received; 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  July  30,  1931. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — Subject  to  the  confirmation  of 
your  body,  I  appoint  as  a  Constable  for  the  term 
ending  April  30,  1932,  the  following: 

Charles  McCue,  103  Dunster  road,  Jamaica 
Plain. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 
Laid  over  for  a  week  under  the  law. 


APPOINTMENTS  OF  WEIGHERS  OF  COAL. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  July  30,  1931. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — Subject  to  the  confirmation  of 
your  body,  I  appoint  as  Weigheis  of  Coal  for  the 
term  ending  April  30,  1932,  Wilham  K.  Coburn, 
167  Devon  street,  Dorchester;  Joseph  Burkart, 
153  Amory  street,  Roxbury;  Martin  J.  Maguire. 
385  Adams  street,  Dorchester. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley.  Mayor. 
Laid  over  for  a  week  under  the  law. 


DISAPPROVAL    OF    PAYMENT    OF 
ANNUITY. 

The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  July  28,  1931. 
To  the  Honorable  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  return  herewith  without  my 
approval  the  following  order  of  the  City  Council: 

"Ordered,  That  chapter  427  of  the  Acts  of 
1931,  entitled  'An  Act  authorizing  the  City  of 
Boston  to  Pay  an  Annuity  to  or  for  the  Benefit 
of  the  Widow  and  Children  of  Frank  J.  Comeau 
be,  and  hereby  is,  accepted." 

Chapter  427  of  the  Acts  of  1931  in  substance 
authorizes  the  City  of  Boston  to  pay  to  the  widow 
and  children  of  former  Police  Officer  Comeau  the 
same  amount  that  is  being  paid  to  widows  and 
children  of  police  officers  killed  in  the  perform- 
ance of  their  duty  under  the  recent  1930  act, 
which  increases  the  amount  to  be  paid  to  SI, 000 
to  the  widow,  plus  $200  for  each  child  under  tne 
age  of  eighteen.  Mrs.  Comeau  and  her  children 
are  not  entitled  to  the  benefit  of  the  1930  act 
because  the  annuity  was  awarded  to  Mrs.  Comeau 
several  years  prior  to  the  1930  act.  Mrs.  Comeau's 
case  is  no  different  from  many  others  who  are 
receiving  annuities  under  the  law  as  it  existed 
prior  to  the  1930  act  and  if  she  is  entitled  to 
receive  the  benefits  of  the  subsequent  legislative 
act  of  1930,  then,  of  course,  all  others  who  were 
voted  annuities  prior  to  the  1930  act  are  just  as 
much  entitled  to  the  increase  as  is  Mrs.  Comeau. 
I  do  not  believe  it  is  fair  to  the  other  annuitants 
to  allow  the  increase  to  Mrs.  Comeau  by  a  special 
legislative  act.  If  the  Legislature  deems  it  wise 
and  expedient  to  increase  the  amount  of  annuities 
to  be  paid  to  widows  of  policemen  killed  in  the 
performance  of  their  duties,  then  it  should  do  so 
by  general  act  and  extend  similar  benefits  to  the 
widows  and  children  of  all  those  who  died  prior 
to  the  enactment  of  the  1930  legislation. 

I  direct  the  attention  of  your  honorable  body 
to  the  fact  that  Mrs.  Comeau  and  her  children 
received  the  benefits  of  the  law  as  it  existed  at 
the  time  of  her  husband's  death,  namely,  S2.500 
under  the  provisions  of  chapter  32  of  the  General 
Laws,  section  87,  as  amended,  which  authorized 
the  payment  of  said  sum  to  be  paid  to  the  executor 
or  administrator  of  a  policeman  n'ho  was  killed 
while  in  the  performance  of  his  duties.  This 
payment  was  made  to  Mrs.  Comeau  in  addition 
to  the  annuity  of  $600  authorized  by  law  to  be 
paid  to  her.     When  the  1930  legislation  (chapter 


241  of  the  Acts  of  1930)  was  passed,  increasing 
the  amount  of  annuity  that  might  be  paid  to  a 
widow  and  her  children  from  S600  to  SI. 000, 
plus  S200  for  each  child  under  eighteen  years  of 
age,  the  provisions  of  law  allowing  the  additional 
payment  of  S2.500  to  be  paid  to  the  administrator 
or  executor  of  the  estate  of  a  deceased  police 
officer  were  repealed  by  section  5  of  chapter  182 
of  the  Acts  of  1930.  Mrs.  Comeau,  therefore, 
if  I  approve  this  order,  will  not  only  have  received 
the  benefits  of  chapter  32  of  the  General  Laws, 
section  87  as  amended,  by  the  receipt  of  the  S2.500, 
but  will  also  receive  the  benefits  of  the  1930  act 
in  addition  thereto.  This  I  believe  to  be  unwar- 
ranted and  unwise  as  the  Legislature  intended 
that  those  who  receive  the  benefits  of  the  1930 
act  by  the  increased  amount  of  annuity  should 
not  also  receive  the  benefits  of  the  payment  author- 
ized by  the  provisions  of  section  87  of  chapter  32 
of  the  General  Laws,  as  amended. 

I  accordingly  cannot  give  my  approval  to  the 
order  of  your  honorable  body  in  this  matter. 
Very  truly  yours, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

Placed  on  file. 


CONTRACTS  FOR  CURRENT  SEASON 
WORK. 
The  following  was  received: 

Citv  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  July  29,  1931. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — In  conformity  with  order  adopted 

by  your  honorable  body  under  date  of   July  13. 

1931,  I  beg  to  submit  herewith  reply  to  the  same 

as  drafted  by  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Works. 

Respectfully, 

James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Public  Works  Department,  July  21,  1931. 
To  His  Honor  the  Mayor. 

In  replying  to  your  letter  of  July  16.  with 
attached  order  in  Council,  introduced  by  Councilor 
Wilson,  "that  the  Public  Works  Commissioner, 
through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  be.  and  he  hereby 
is,  respectfully  requested  to  provide  in  future 
street  contract  for  the  current  season  that  work 
shall  be  completed  in  each  case  within  a  reasonable 
time  and  by  a  date  certain."  We  have  no  fault  to 
find  with  the  time  of  completion  of  contract  jobs  for 
street  work  this  current  season,  as  they  have  been 
completed  within  the  time  limit,  which  has  been 
ample  for  the  job.  We  know  of  no  case  where  a 
contractor  has  loafed  on  the  job,  but,  of  course, 
where  we  have  three  streets  included  in  one  con- 
tract, necessarily  the  completion  of  one  of  the 
streets  is  delayed  until  the  other  two  are  done, 
but  the  completion  of  all  is  within  the  contract 
period. 

We  see  no  reason  to  change  our  existing  pro- 
cedure in  this  matter,  but  if  the  councilor  can 
cite  any  specific  case,  or  give  us  any  suggestions 
as  to  how  things  might  be  pushed,  we  shall  be 
glad  to  receive  them. 

\  ours  respectfully, 
Joseph  A.  Rourke. 
Commissioner  of  Public  Works. 

Placed  on  file. 


EMPLOYMENT   OF   CITIZENS   ON   EAST 
BOSTON  TUNNEL  JOB. 

The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  July  20,  1931. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — In  conformity  with  the  order 
adopted  by  your  honorable  body  under  date  of 
July  13,  1931,  and  reading  as  follows: 

"Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be,  and 
he  hereby  is.  respectfully  requested  to  confer  with 
the  contractors  now  engaged  with  the  construc- 
tion of  the  East  Boston  Tunnel,  and  that  the 
Mayor,  through  the  Transit  Commission,  insist 
that  earlier  assurances  of  the  said  contractor  be 
complied  with  and  that  men  employed  on  the 
East  Boston  Tunnel  job  shall  not  only  be  citizens 
of  the  United  States  as  provided  in  the  contract 
but  also  residents  of  the  City  of  Boston  so  far  as 
competent  men  may  be  available." 


AUGUST    3,    1931. 
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A  conference  was  held  at  the  office  of  the  Mayor, 
at  which  were  present  the  members  of  the  Transit 
Commission,  Col.  Thomas  F.  Sullivan,  Nathan 
Heller  and  Arthur  B.  Corbett,  and  Mr.  Samuel 
Mason,  the  contractor  in  charge  of  the  East  Boston 
Tunnel  construction  work,  and  the  Corporation 
Counsel,  Samuel  Silverman.  Both  the  Chairman 
of  the  Transit  Department  and  Mr.  Mason,  the 
contractor,  stated  that  every  man  employed  upon 
the  East  Boston  Tunnel  construction  work  is  a 
citizen  of  the  United  States,  and  that  the  work  is 
being  conducted  strictly  in  conformity  with  the 
provisions  of  the  statutes  of  the  Commonwealth 
and  the  ordinances  of  the  City  of  Boston,  relative 
to  the  employment  of  citizen  labor,  and  further 
that  it  is  their  purpose  to  so  conduct  the  work 
until  the  completion  of  the  contract. 

At  an  earlier  stage  in  the  work  certain  men  were 
engaged  through  the  Municipal  Employment 
Bureau,  and  two  of  the  men,  through  false  state- 
ments made  to  John  J.  Shields,  Director  of  the 
Municipal  Employment  Bureau,  and  to  the  con- 
tractor, were  employed  who  were  not  citizens  of 
the  United  States.  When  the  facts  in  the  case 
were  directed  to  the  attention  of  the  contractor 
the  men  were  immediately  discharged. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

Placed  on  file. 


NAMES   AND    ADDRESSES   OF    WORKERS 
ON  EAST  BOSTON  TUNNEL  JOB. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  July  20,  1931. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  communica- 
tion from  Thomas  F.  Sullivan,  chairman  .of  the 
Transit  Department,  relative  to  your  request  to 
advise  in  writing  the  names  and  addresses  of  the 
men  working  on  the  East  Boston  Tunnel.  This 
is  in  reply  to  your  order  of  July  13,  1931. 
Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Transit  Department,  July  17,  1931. 
Hon.  James  M.  Curley, 

Mayor  of  Boston. 
Dear  Sir, — Herewith  is  returned  order  from  the 
City  Council,  dated  July  13,  requesting  the  names 
and  addresses  of  the  men  working  on  the  East 
Boston  Tunnel  job  and  also  whether  each  and 
every  workman  is  a  citizen  of  the  United  States. 
In  reply  thereto,  I  beg  to  advise  that  each  and 
every  workman  on  this  job  from  the  commence- 
ment of  work  by  the  Silas  Mason  Company  has 
been  a  citizen  of  the  United  States  with  the  excep- 
tion of  two  men  who  gave  false  information,  and 
were  immediately  discharged  by  the  contractor 
when  it  was  called  to  his  attention. 

The   names   and   addresses   are   on   file   in   this 
department,  and  are  available  for  inspection. 
Yours  respectfully, 
T.  F.  Sullivan,  Chairman. 
Placed  on  file. 


LAYING  OUT  AND  WIDENING  ARLINGTON 
STREET. 

The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  August  3,  1931. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — In  connection  with  the  laying  out 
and  widening  of  Arlington  street,  it  will  be  nec- 
essary to  rebuild  the  bridge  over  the  tracks  of  the 
Boston  &  Albany  Railroad.  Before  this  work 
can  be  started,  it  is  necessary  to  petition  the 
Department  of  Public  Utilities  for  authority  to 
rebuild  this  bridge. 

I  submit,  herewith,  an  order  directing  the  Cor- 
poration Counsel  to  make  the  necessary  applica- 
tion and  respectfully  recommend  its  adoption  by 
your  honorable  body. 

Hespectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

Whereas,  Arlington  street,  a  public  way  in  the 
City  of  Boston,  which  crosses  the  tracks  of  the 


Boston  &  Albany  Railroad,  by  an  overhead  bridge, 
commonly  known  as  the  Arlington  Street  Bridge; 
and 

Whereas,  We  are  of  the  opinion  that  it  is  nec- 
essary for  the  security  and  convenience  of  the 
public  that  an  alteration  be  made  which  does  not 
involve  the  abolition  of  the  crossing  at  grade  but 
which  does  require  the  building  of  said  overhead 
bridge  and  its  approaches; 

Ordered,  That  the  Corporation  Counsel,  in  the 
name  and  behalf  of  the  City  Council,  apply  to  the 
Department  of  Public  Utilities  for  its  decision 
upon  the  necessity  of  such  alteration  or  altera- 
tions, and  for  prescribing  the  manner  and  limits 
within  which  it  shall  be  made;  and  if  the  decision 
of  the  Department  of  Public  Utilities  is  that  an 
alteration  or  alterations  is  necessary,  that  the 
Corporation  Counsel  take  such  legal  proceedings 
as  are  necessary  to  have  such  decision  carried  into 
effect  in  compliance  with  sections  59  to  64,  both 
inclusive,  of  chapter  159  of  the  General  Laws  of 
Massachusetts,  1921,  or  any  additions  or  amend- 
ments thereto. 

Referred  to  Executive  Committee. 


INFORMATION  REGARDING   AIRPORT 

IMPROVEMENTS. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  July  21,  1931. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — In  reply  to  the  order  of  your  hon- 
orable body  requesting  information  as  to  how  it 
is  proposed  to  spend  the  $1,250,000  recently  appro- 
priated for  Airport  Improvements,  your  attention 
is  respectfully  called  to  the  statement  printed  in 
your  proceedings  on  page  238,  which  statement 
was  furnished  by  the  chairman  of  the  Park  Com- 
missioners. 

Some  of  the  improvements  set  forth  therein  can 
be  undertaken  immediately,  and  if  circumstances 
render  it  inadvisable  to  expend  the  whole  amount 
the  balance  cannot  be  expended  for  other  than 
airport  purposes  without  the  consent  of  the  Leg- 
islature. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 
Placed  on  file. 


PARKING  RULES,  SOUTH  BOSTON 
STRANDWAY. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  July  16,  1931. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — Upon  receipt  of  order  adopted  by 
your  honorable  body  reading  as  follows: 

"Ordered,  That  the  Boston  Traffic  Commis- 
sion be  requested  to  immediately  revoke  the  rule 
prohibiting  parking  on  the  water  side  of  the  Strand- 
way,  and  that  they  be  also  requested  to  take  no 
further  action  limiting  or  prohibiting  parking 
along  the  waterfront  of  South  Boston  without 
first  giving  the  councilmen  and  representatives 
from  the  district  an  opportunity  to  be  heard," — 
a  conference  was  called  of  the  Traffic  Commission 
and  that  body  is  preparing  at  the  present  time 
such  rules  and  regulations  as  in  their  opinion  may 
be  necessary  to  solve  the  traffic  problem  at  the 
Strandway  in  such  manner  as  will  best  serve  the 
public. 

In  the  event  that  the  City  Council  desires  to 
submit    any   suggestions   or   recommendations    to 
the  Traffic  Commission   I   am  quite  certain   that 
that  body  will  be  most  pleased  to  receive  the  same. 
Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 
Placed  on  file. 


EAST  BOSTON  STRANDWAY. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  July  29,  1931. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I   beg  to  submit  herewith   answer 

in  reply  to  order  adopted  by  your  honorable  body 

under  date  of  July  13.  1931,  which  reads  as  follows: 

"Ordered,    That    the    Mayor    be    requested    to 

hold  up  the  East  Boston  Strandway  order  until 
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an  opinion  has  been  received  from  the  Corpora- 
tion Counsel  regarding  the  legality  of  the  passage 
of  said  order  through  the  Boston  City  Council." 

I  gather  from  the  newspaper  accounts  and  the 
official  report  of  your  meeting  of  July  13  that  a 
number  of  the  members  claimed  to  have  voted 
for  the  acceptance  of  the  act  under  a  misappre- 
hension of  its  provisions.  If  such  a  misappre- 
hension existed  it  was  entirely  without  any  assist- 
ance from  me,  as  I  transmitted,  as  I  do  in  every 
case,  a  certified  copy  of  the  act  for  the  information 
of  the  Council. 

I  notice,  however,  one  speech  in  particular,  that 
of  the  gentleman  from  Ward  3,  Mr.  Fitzgerald, 
in  which  he  charges  almost  everybody,  including 
the  Mayor,  the  officers  of  the  City  Council  and 
the  members  of  the  Legislature,  with  unfair  dealing 
and  trickery. 

The  City  Clerk  and  the  other  officers  of  the 
Council  need  no  defence  against  such  silly  imputa- 
tions, but  his  charges  against  Representative 
Bigelow  and  the  other  members  of  the  Legislature 
should  not  remain  on  the  record  unanswered. 

He  accuses  Representative  Bigelow,  as  acting 
chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Ways  and  Means, 
of  reporting  a  bill  which  became  chapter  422,  the 
East  Boston  Strandway  Act,  containing  an  unfair 
and  unheard  of  provision  that,  if  the  act  should 
be  accepted  by  the  City  Council,  the  City  Treas- 
urer, without  other  authority  than  that  contained 
in  the  act,  shall  on  the  request  of  the  Mayor, 
borrow  money  for  the  improvement  to  the  extent 
of  $1,000,000. 

Passing  over  the  fact  that  the  East  Boston 
Traffic  Tunnel  Act  and  the  Governor  Square  Act 
both  contained  ex-actly  the  same  provision  and 
were  both  accepted  by  the  present  City  Council, 
let  us  go  back  a  short  time  to  the  years  1923  and 
1925,  when  the  gentleman  from  Ward  3  was  him- 
self a  member  of  the  Legislature,  presumably 
representing  in  part  the  City  of  Boston. 

On  May  18,  1923,  the  Committee  on  Ways  and 
Means  reported  a  bill  (House  No.  1555)  for  the 
widening  of  Cambridge  and  Court  streets,  Ward 
3,  which  became  chapter  489  of  the  Acts  of  1923. 
This  act  contained  exactly  the  same  provision, 
that  the  City  Treasurer,  without  other  authority 
than  that  contained  in  the  act,  should,  on  the 
request  of  the  Mayor,  borrow  money  for  the 
improvement.  The  amount  authorized  in  that 
case  was  not  $1,000,000  but  $3,500,000. 

This  act  did  not  recognize  the  City  Council 
even  to  the  extent  of  allowing  them  to  vote  on 
its  acceptance. 

The  honorable  gentleman  from  Ward  3  was  a 
member  of  the  committee  on  Ways  and  Means 
that  year  and  Mr.  Shattuck  was  its  chairman. 
No  dissent  was  made  to  the  committee's  report 
by  the  representative  now  in  the  City  Council 
from  Ward  3,  and  no  attempt  was  made  in  the 
Legislature  to  attach  to  the  bill  the  usual  refer- 
endum to  the  City  Council  by  him  or  any  other 
member. 

On  April  14,  1925,  the  committees  on  Municipal 
Finance  and  Metropolitan  Affairs,  sitting  jointly, 
reported  a  bill  for  the  widening  of  Dock  square, 
Faneuil  Hall  square  and  adjacent  streets,  Ward  3. 
This  bill  became  chapter  333  of  the  Acts  of  1925, 
and  also  contained  the  same  provision — that  the 
City  Treasurer,  without  other  authority  than  that 
contained  in  the  act,  should,  on  the  request  of  the 
Mayor,  borrow  money  for  the  improvement  to 
the  extent  of  $2,250,000. 

This  act  did  not  recognize  the  City  Council 
even  to  the  extent  of  allowing  them  to  vote  on 
its  acceptance. 

The  honorable  gentleman  from  Ward  3  was  a 
member  of  the  committee  on  Municipal  Finance 
that  year. 

No  dissent  was  made  to  the  committee's  report 
by  the  representative  from  Ward  3,  and  no  attempt 
was  made  in  the  Legislature  to  attach  to  the  bill 
the  usual  referendum  to  the  City  Council  by  him 
or  any  other  member. 

Although  Representative  Bigelow  and  I  hold 
dissimilar  views  on  many  matters  I  have  the  great- 
est respect  for  his  integrity  and  sincerity  of  pur- 
pose, and  it  must  be  admitted  that  he  and  his 
committee  at  least  gave  the  Council  an  opportunity 
to  vote  on  the  acceptance  of  chapter  422  of  the 
Acts  of  this  year,  a  course  which  apparently  did 
not  appeal  to  Representative  Fitzgerald  when  he 
was  in  the  Legislature. 

Again,  reference  might  be  made  to  the  widening 
of  Nashua  street,  Ward  3;  the  widening  of  Charles 
street,  Ward  3;  the  new  Charlesbank  improve- 
ment, Ward  3;  and  the  playground  and  bathing 
beach,  Ward  3.     These  projects  represent  a  tre- 


mendous expense  to  the  city,  and  are  all  made 
under  acts  of  the  Legislature  which  entirely  ignore 
the  City  Council.  No  protest  was  made  in  any 
of  these  cases  by  Councilor  Fitzgerald. 

The  gentleman's  solicitude  for  the  rights  of  the 
City  Council  evidently  is  only  exhibited  when 
the  proposed  improvement  is  in  a  district  other 
than  the  West  End. 

It  may  be  that  the  Legislature  had  a  reason 
which  they  considered  sufficient  for  not  making 
the  City  Council  a  party  in  these  several  matters, 
and  I  am  citing  them  only  for  the  purpose  of  com- 
parison. 

Without  comment  I  leave  these  facts,  which 
may  easily  be  verified  from  the  journal  of  the 
House  of  Representatives,  for  the  consideration 
of  the  members  of  the  City  Council. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

Coun.  FITZGERALD— Before  that  matter  is 
placed  on  file  I  want  to  state  I  had  no  opportunity 
to  read  that  communication  only  as  read  by  the 
clerk.  Evidently  somebody  has  been  greatly 
annoyed  by  what  took  place  at  the  City  Council 
and  has  gone  into  the  past  history  of  my  acts 
when  a  member  of  the  Legislature.  I  have  no 
apology  to  offer  for  anything  1  did  there.  If  I 
voted  for  any  question  that  did  not  concern  the 
City  Council  I  did  so  with  my  eyes  open  and  I 
want  to  say  on  the  matter  before  this  body  at 
this  time  that  this  question  now  involved  is  a 
different  proposition.  If  I  saw  fit  to  vote  as  I 
did,  I  believe  1  did  right,  but  on  this  question  it 
was  an  entirely  different  proposition.  It  was  a 
matter  put  up  for  acceptance  to  the  City  Council 
and  we  had  no  opportunity  to  study  the  matter 
and  the  matter  came  in  here  and  for  anything  I 
said  on  that  occasion  I  offer  no  apology.  Maybe 
at  a  later  date  I  will  have  an  opportunity  to  study 
that  report  and  may  have  something  further  to  say. 

Placed  on  file. 


APPROPRIATION  FOR   NEW   POLICE 
STATIONS. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  August  3,  1931. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  beg  to  submit  herewith  order 
providing  for  an  appropriation  in  the  sum  of  seven 
hundred  thousand  dollars  ($700,000),  to  be  ex- 
pended under  the  direction  of  the  Superintendent 
of  Public  Buildings  for  new  police  stations  and 
additions  to  existing  police  stations,  and  respect- 
fully recommend  the  adoption  of  same  by  your 
honorable  body. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  $700,000  be,  and  the 
same  hereby  is,  appropriated,  to  be  expended  by 
the  Superintendent  of  Public  Buildings,  for  new 
police  stations  and  additions  to  and  improvement 
of  existing  police  stations,  and  that  to  meet  said 
appropriation  the  City  Treasurer  be  authorized 
to  issue,  from  time  to  time,  on  request  of  the 
Mayor,  bonds  or  certificates  of  indebtedness  of 
the  city  to  said  amount. 

Referred  to  Executive  Committee. 


REIMBURSEMENT  TO    PATROLMAN 
ROBERT  C.  WHITE. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  July  30,  1931. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  herewith  transmit  report  from 
Hon.  Eugene  C.  Hultman,  Police  Commissioner, 
regarding  possibility  of  reimbursing  Patrolman 
Robert  C.  White  ot  Division  7  the  sum  of  thirty- 
nine  dollars  and  eighty  cents  ($39.80). 

This  is  in  reply  to  your  order  of  July  13,  1931. 
Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Police  Department,  July  24,  1931. 
Hon.  James  M.  Curley, 

Mayor  of  Boston. 
My  dear  Mr.  Mayor, — In  reference  to  the  fol- 
lowing order  passed  by  the  City  Council  on  July 
13,  1931: 
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"Ordered,  That  the  Police  Commissioner  be 
requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  confer 
with  the  trustees  of  the  fund  collected  by  the 
Public  Safety  Committee  of  1919,  and  advise  the 
City  Council  if  it  is  possible  to  reimburse,  from 
said  fund,  Patrolman  Robert  C.  White  of  Police 
Division  7  in  the  sum  of  thirty-nine  dollars  and 
eighty  cents,  the  amount  of  his  weekly  pay,  which 
was  lost  from  his  pocket  while  immersed  in  the 
water,  saving  the  life  of  a  drowning  person,  on 
June  5,  1931." 

I  have  taken  this  matter  up  with  J.  A.  Barbey, 
chairman  of  the  trustees  of  the  fund  for  the  Defend- 
ers of  Public  Safety,  and  under  date  of  July  23 
Mr.  Barbey  advises  me  as  follows: 
New  England  Mutual  Life  Insurance  Company. 
Jacob    A.  Barbey,  Vice  President, 

Boston,  July  23,  1931. 
Mr.  E.  C.  Hultman, 

Police  Commissioner. 
Dear  Mr.  Hultman, — I  have  received  your 
favor  of  the  16th  instance  with  the  order  of  the 
City  Council  that  inquiry  shall  be  made  if  Patrol- 
man Robert  C.  White  shall  not  be  reimbursed  in 
the  sum  of  $39.80  lost  from  his  pocket  while  res- 
cuing a  drowning  person. 

While  it  is  very  probable  that  Patrolman  White 
can  ill  afford  to  lose  a  week's  pay,  this  does  not 
place  him  in  needy  circumstances,  and  the  trustees 
therefore  feel  that  they  are  not  at  liberty  to  reim- 
burse him  from  the  fund. 

Yours  very  truly, 
J.  A.  Barbey, 
Chairman  of  Trustees  of  the  Fund  for  the 

Defenders  of  Public  Safety. 
Our  records  show  that  Patrolman  White  did 
lose  the  sum  of  $39.80  while  saving  a  life  on  June  5, 
1931.  He  has  been  awarded  a  medal  for  his  heroic 
act,  and  has  been  commended  in  General  Orders 
of  the  Police  Department.  Therefore,  I  respect- 
fully submit  that  if  it  is  proper  for  the  City  of 
Boston  to  reimburse  Patrolman  White  in  this 
amount,  it  would  be  a  reasonable  recognition  for 
a  courageous  and  meritorious  act  performed  while 
in  public  service.  i 

Very  truly  yours, 

E.  C.  Hultman, 
Police  Commissioner. 
Placed  on  file. 


NEW  POLICE  UNIFORMS. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  July  30,  1931. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  herewith  transmit  report  from 
Hon.  Eugene  C.  Hultman,  Police  Commissioner, 
relative  to  the  request  to  cancel  the  contract  for 
cotton  cloth  for  the  new  police  uniforms. 

This°is  in  reply  to  your  order  of  July  13,  1931. 
Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Police  Department,  July  22,  1931. 
Hon.  James  M.  Curley, 

Mayor  of  Boston. 
My  dear  Mr.  Mayor, — An  attested  copy  of  the 
following   order   passed   by   the   City   Council   on 
July  13,  1931,  has  been  called  to  my  attention: 

"Ordered,  That  the  Police  Commissioner  be 
requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  cancel 
the  recently  awarded  contract  for  cotton  cloth 
for  the  new  police  uniforms." 

I  beg  leave  to  advise  that  the  Police  Depart- 
ment has  no  contract  for  cotton  cloth  for  the  new- 
police  uniforms. 

Very  truly  yours, 

E.  C.  Hultman, 
Police  Commissioner. 
Placed  on  file. 

CONDITIONS  AT  DEWEY   BEACH. 

The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  July  20,  1931. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen. — I  transmit  herewith  report  from 
William  P.  Long,  chairman,  Park  Department, 
regarding  your  request  to  investigate  conditions 
at  Dewey  Beach. 

This  is  in  reply  to  your  order  of  July  13,  1931. 
Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 


City  of  Boston, 
Park  Department,  July  16,  1931. 
Hon.  James  M.  Curley, 

Mayor  of  Boston. 
Dear  Sir, — I  am  in  receipt  of  an  order  from  the 
City  Council  requesting  that  this  department  in- 
vestigate  the   conditions  now  existing  at  Dewey 
Beach. 

1  visited  Dewey  Beach  on  Tuesday  of  this  week, 
and  found  the  building  and  beach  in  the  cleanest 
possible  condition.  One  of  the  best  custodians 
in  the  Park  Department  is  in  charge  of  this  beach. 
The  only  improvement  that  the  department 
could  make,  with  the  funds  available,  is  to  segre- 
gate the  children  from  the  men.  Arrangements 
have  been  made  to  do  this,  and  the  work  will  be 
completed  before  the  end  of  this  week. 
Very  respectfully  yours, 

William  P.  Long,  Chairman. 
Placed  on  file. 


REPAYMENT  OF  ASSESSMENTS  FOR 

WIDENING  MORTON  STREET. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  July  29,  1931. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  am  in  receipt  of  the  attached 
communication  from  the  Board  of  Street  Com- 
missioners, in  which  they  request  that  an  appro- 
priation of  $2,263.30  be  made  available  for  the 
repayment  of  assessments  paid  by  property  owners 
in  connection  with  the  widening  of  Morton  street 
in  the  Dorchester  district. 

After  these  assessments  were  paid  and  deposited 
in  the  Sinking  Funds  they  were  abated  by  the 
Board  of  Street  Commissioners.  Under  the  finan- 
cial procedure  of  the  city,  when  amounts  are  once 
paid  into  the  Sinking  Funds  no  withdrawal  from 
these  amounts  is,  possible.  Because  of  this  fact 
it  is  necessary  in  the  repayment  of  these  abate- 
ment assessments  to  provide  the  amount  in  ques- 
tion from  some  other  source.  I,  accordingly, 
submit  herewith  the  appropriation  order  provid- 
ing for  the  payment  of  the  necessary  amount  from 
the  Reserve  Fund,  and  respectfully  recommend 
adoption  of  this  order  by  your  honorable  body. 
Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Street  Laying-Out  Department, 

July  16,  1931. 
Hon.  James  M.  Curley, 

Mayor  of  iioston. 

Dear  Sir, — Morton  street,  Dorchester  district, 
between  Druid  and  Washington  streets,  was 
widened  and  constructed  under  authority  of  chap- 
ter 325  of  the  Acts  of  1925,  by  an  order  dated 
March  11,  1927. 

For  this  improvement  special  assessments  in 
the  sum  of  $20,696.45  were  levied  and  afterwards 
canceled  by  an  order  of  this  board.  These  better- 
ments were  abated  in  full  after  protracted  hearings 
duly  held,  at  which  time  assessments  were  gen- 
erally protested  and  vigorous  objection  made  to 
the  payment  of  the  charges. 

Prior  to  the  board's  order  of  cancellation,  how- 
ever, certain  owners  had  paid  their  assessments 
in  full,  amounting  to  $6,183.30,  which  included 
¥-.07  interest.  Also  included  in  the  amount 
.  $6,183.30  was  an  assessment  of  $3,920,  which  was 
paid  under  protest,  and  this  amount  was  withheld 
from  the  sinking  fund,  to  meet  the  contingency 
of  a  recovery  or  refund  in  that  particular  case. 

This  matter  is  now  brought  to  your  Honor's 
attention  for  the  purpose  of  recommending  sub- 
mission of  an  appropriation  order  to  the  City 
Council,  to  provide  for  refunds  in  the  amount  of 
$2,263.30,  paid  assessments  which  have  been 
deposited  in  the  sinking  funds,  because  paid  with- 
out protest,  and  which,  because  of  the  fact,  are 
not  available  for  repayment  back  to  the  owners 
affected. 

The  board,  therefore,  respectfully  requests  that 
an  appropriation  in  the  amount  of  $2,263.30  be 
provided,  for  the  reasons  set  forth  heroin. 
Respectfully  yours. 
Thomas  J.  Hurley,  Chairman. 

<  inlered.  That  the  City  Treasurer  be  authorized, 
upon 'the  approval  of  the  City  Auditor,  to  refund 
assessments  paid  by  the  owners  of  property  on 
account    of    the    Morton    Street    Improvement, 
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amounting  to  $2,263.30,  for  assessments  paid  prior 
to  their  abatement  by  the  Board  of  Street  Com- 
missioners, said  refunds  to  be  charged  to  the 
Reserve  Fund. 

Referred  to  Executive  Committee. 


RECREATION   BUILDING,    LONG    ISLAND. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  August  3,  1931. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — The  sum  of  fifty  thousand  dollars 
($50,000)  additional  will  be  necessary  to  meet  the 
cost  of  the  erection  of  a  recreation  building  at 
Long  Island  and  I  respectfully  recommend  the 
adoption  of  the  accompanying  order. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  $50,000  be,  and  the 
same  hereby  is,  appropriated,  to  be  expended  under 
the  direction  of  the  Institutions  Commissioner, 
for  Recreation  Building,  Long  Island  Hospital, 
Establishment  of,  and  that  to  meet  said  appro- 
priation the  City  Treasurer  be  authorized  to  issue, 
from  time  to  time,  upon  request  of  the  Mayor, 
bonds  or  certificates  of  indebtedness  uf  the  city 
to  said  amount. 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Finance. 


TENNIS   COURT,   CRONIN    PLAYGROUND. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  July  20,  1931. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I   transmit   herewith    report   from 
William  P.  Long,  chairman    of  the  Park  Depart- 
ment, relative  to  your  request  to  install  a  tennis 
court  at  the  Cronin  Playground  in  Ward  16. 
This  is  in  reply  to  your  order  of  July  13,  1931. 
Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Park  Department,  July  16,  1931. 
Hon.  James  M.  Curley, 

Mayor  of  Boston. 
Dear  Sir, — 1  am  in  receipt  of  an  order  from  the 
City  Council  requesting  that  this  department  be 
instructed  to  install  a  tennis  court  at  the  Cronin 
Playground,  Ward  16. 

I  regret  exceedingly  to  inform  you  that  Cronin 
Playground  is  not  large  enough  for  any  additional 
tennis  courts.  1  will  be  pleased,  however,  to  have 
the  present  tennis  court  renovated  and  put  in  the 
best  playing  condition  at  the  earliest  possible 
moment. 

Very  respectfully  yours, 

William  P.  Long,  Chairman. 
Placed  on  file. 


TENNIS  COURTS,  WORLD  WAR  MEMORIAL 
PARK. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  July  20,  1931. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  report  from  , 
William  P.  Long,  chairman  of  the  Park  Depart- 
ment, relative  to  your  request  to  take  such  action 
to  insure  preference  to  citizens  of  Boston  in  the 
use  of  the  tennis  courts  at  World  War  Memorial 
Park,  Ward  1. 

This  is  in  reply  to  your  order  of  July  13,  1931. 
Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Park  Department,  July  16,  1931. 
Hon.  James  M.  Curley, 

Mayor  of  Boston. 
Dear  Sir, — I  am  in  receipt  of  an  order  from  the 
City  Council  requesting  that  this  department 
insure  preference  to  citizens  of  Boston  in  the  use 
of  the  tennis  courts  at  World  War  Memorial  Park, 
Ward  1. 

I  will  issue  such  orders  immediately. 
Very  respectfully  yours, 

William  P.  Long,  Chairman. 
Placed  on  file. 


CONDITIONS  AT  CHARLESTOWN 
HEIGHTS. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  July  20,  1931. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  report  from 
William  P.  Long,  chairman  of  the  Park  Depart- 
ment, regarding  your  request  to  investigate  con- 
ditions existing  at  Charlestown  Heights,  and  to 
make  recommendations  to  remedy  same. 

This  is  in  reply  to  your  order  of  July  13,  1931. 
Respectfully, 
James  M.  Cdrley,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Park  Department,  July  16,  1931. 
Hon.  James  M.  Curley, 

Mayor  of  Boston. 
Dear  Sir,— I  am  in  receipt  of  an  order  from  the 
City  Council  requesting  that  this  department  in- 
vestigate conditions  now  existing  at  Charlestown 
Heights,  Ward  2. 

Charlestown  Heights  is  one  of  the  oldest  play- 
grounds in  the  city.  The  building  is  antiquated 
and  the  grounds  should  be  renovated.  Studies 
are  being  prepared  for  a  new  location  for  the  build- 
ing, and  changing  of  the  children's  playground 
area  and  renovation  of  same. 

An  appropriation  of  $25,000  is  expected  during 
the   months   of    November   or    December   of    this 
year.     When  the  money  is  available  certain  changes 
will  be  made  as  soon  as  they  possibly  can  be. 
Very  respectfully  yours, 

William  P.  Long,  Chairman. 
Placed  on  file. 


PAYMENTS  TO  MOHAWK  PACKING 
COMPANY. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor.  July  28,  1931. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  beg  to  submit  herewith  report 
received  from  the  Acting  Superintendent  of  the 
Boston  City  Hospital,  the  same  constituting  a 
reply  to  the  order  adopted  by  your  honorable 
body  under  date  of  July  13,  1931,  and  reading  as 
follows: 

Ordered,  That  the  Trustees  of  the  Boston  City 
Hospital  be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the 
Mayor,  to  advise  the  Boston  City  Council  how 
much  money  was  spent  with  Mohawk  Packing 
Company  during  the  last  year. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley-,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston. 
Hospital  Department,  July  20,  1931. 
Hon.  James  M.  Curley, 

Mayor  of  Boston. 
Dear  Mr.  Mayor, — I  am  returning  to  you  here- 
with order  adopted  by  the  City  Council  under  date 
of  July  13,  1931. 

I   find   that   the   following   amounts   have   been 
spent  with  the  Mohawk  Packing  Company: 
January  1, 1930,  to  December  31,  1930,  $242,667.77 

January  1,  1931,  to  July  31,  1931 161,463.54 

Yours  respectfully, 

James  W.  Manary, 

Acting  Superintendent. 
Placed  on  file. 

ACCEPTANCE  OF  SECTION  3-A  OF 
CHAPTER  333  OF  ACTS  OF  1931. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  July  31,  1931. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — Chapter  333  of  the  Acts  of  1931. 
a  copy  of  which  is  annexed  hereto,  extends  the 
pubhc  management  and  operation  of  the  Boston 
Elevated  Railway  Company  until  1959,  a  period 
of  twenty-eight  years. 

Section  3-A  of  the  act  provides  for  the  extension 
until  1962  of  the  existing  leases  given  by  the  city 
to  the  Elevated  Company  of  the  subways,  tunnels, 
stations  and  other  transit  facilities.  The  inser- 
tion of  this  section  in  the  act  is  due  to  the  vigilance 
of  the  City  Auditor  and  the  Corporation  Counsel 
and  to  the  action  of  the  Committee  on  Ways  and 
Means    of    the    Legislature    who    recognized    the 
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necessity  of  protecting  the  interests,  in  the  sub- 
ways and  tunnels,  of  the  city  and  the  holders  of 
the  bonds  issued  for  their  construction. 

To  become  effective  this  section  has  to  be 
accepted  by  the  City  Council,  and  I  accordingly 
recommend  the  passage  of  the  accompanying 
order. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Cuhley,  Mayor. 

Ordered,  That  section  3-A  of  chapter  33.3  of 
the  Acts  of  1931,  entitled,  "An  Act  revising  and 
extending  the  term  of  the  lease  to  the  Common- 
wealth of  the  properties  of  the  Boston  Elevated 
Railway  Company  and  continuing  public  man- 
agement and  operations  thereof,"  be,  and  hereby 
is,  accepted. 

Referred  to  Executive  Committee. 


LEGALITY  OF  SO-CALLED  EAST  BOSTON 
STRANDWAY  BILL. 
The  following  was  received : 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  July  31,  1931. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  beg  to  transmit  herewith  a  com- 
munication from  the  Corporation  Counsel  in  reply 
to  your  order  requesting  his  opinion  as  to  the 
legality  of  the  passage  of  the  East  Boston  Strand- 
way  bill  by  the  City  Council. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Cuhley,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Law  Department,  July  20,  1931. 
Hon.  James  M.  Curley, 

Mayor  of  Boston. 

Dear  Sir, — You  have  forwarded  to  me  for  my 
consideration  the  following  order  of  the  City 
Council: 

"Ordered,  That  the  Corporation  Counsel  advise 
the  City  Council  as  to  whether  or  not  the  so-called 
East  Boston  Strandway  bill  has  been  legally  passed 
by  the  City  Council," — 

and  I  beg  to  submit  through  you  my  answer  to 
the  City  Council. 

The  only  reference  to  the  City  Council  in  chapter 
422  of  the  Acts  of  1931  is  in  section  4  of  the  act, 
which  provides  that, — 

"This  act  shall  take  effect  upon  its  acceptance 
during  the  current  year  by  vote  of  the  city  council 
of  said  city,  subject  to  the  provisions  of  its  charter, 
but  not  otherwise." 

If  the  City  Council  has  accepted  this  act  in 
accordance  with  the  provisions  of  the  charter, 
then  there  is  nothing  further  to  be  done  by  the 
City  Council  as  far  as  the  taking  effect  of  the  act 
is  concerned.  Section  4  must  be  construed  as 
meaning  that  the  City  Council  must  by  majority 
vote  accept  the  act  and  that  after  such  a  vote  of 
acceptance  the  approval  of  his  Honor  the  Mayor 
should  be  given  to  the  vote' of  acceptance  by  the 
City  Council.  The  words  "subject  to  the  pro- 
vision of  its  charter"  merely  means  that  the  vote 
of  acceptance  by  the  City  Council  before  becoming 
of  binding  force  and  effect  must  have  the  approval 
of  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  as  required  by  the  pro- 
visions of  the  charter  (section  4  of  chapter  488, 
of  the  Acts  of  1909),  which  provides  that, — 

"Every  appropriation,  ordinance,  order,  resolu- 
tion and  vote  of  the  city  council,  except  votes 
relating  to  its  own  internal  affairs,  shall  be  pre- 
sented to  the  mayor  who  shall  make  or  cause  to 
be  made  a  written  record  of  the  time  and  place 
of  presentation,  and  it  shall  be  in  force  if  he  ap- 
proves the  same  within  fifteen  days  after  it  shall 
have  been  presented  to  him,  or  if  the  same  is  not 
returned  by  him  with  his  objections  thereto  in 
writing  within  said  period  of  fifteen  days.  If 
within  said  period  said  appropriation,  ordinance, 
order,  resolution,  or  vote  is  returned  by  the  mayor 
to  the  city  council  by  filing  the  same  with  the 
city  clerk  with  his  objections  thereto  the  same 
shall  be  void." 

The  provisions  of  section  4  of  the  statute  relate 
only  to  the  method  of  and  the  time  limit  for 
acceptance  of  the  act  and  do  not  relate  to  any  of 
the  other  provisions  of  the  act.  The  particular 
legislation  concerned  herein  is  not  unusual.  The 
Legislature  on  other  occasions  has  enacted  laws 
similar  to  the  one  in  question. 

For  example,  see  chapter  394  of  the  Acts  of 
1930,    the    Governor   Square   Improvement   Act: 


chapter  297  of  the  Acts  of  1929,  the  East  Boston 
Vehicular  Tunnel  Act;  chapter  368  of  the  Acts 
of  1929,  the  Suffolk  County  Additional  Court 
House  Accommodations  Act;  chapter  420  of  the 
Acts  of  1930,  sections  26-28,  authorizing  the  con- 
struction of  a  parkway  beginning  at  Centre  street 
in  the  West  Roxbury  district,  between  Walter 
and  Weld  streets. 

You  will  observe  that  in  these  acts  as  well  as 
in  the  act  under  consideration  authority  is  given 
to  the  treasurer  of  the  City  of  Boston,  upon  the 
request  of  the  Mayor,  without  any  other  authori- 
zation than  that  contained  in  the  act  itself,  to 
sell  the  bonds  of  the  city  to  an  amount  necessary 
to  meet  the  cost  of  doing  the  work  authorized. 
It  should  be  noted  that  no  appropriation  or  loan 
order  is  necessary  by  the  City  Council,  for  the 
Legislature  has  authorized  the  expense  to  be  met 
by  borrowing  of  money  outside  the  debt  limit  of 
the  city,  and  in  effect  the  Legislature  has  itself 
adopted  the  loan  order  by  granting  authority  to 
certain  city  officials  to  borrow  the  necessary 
money  from  time  to  time  as  is  required.  The 
City  Council  by  accepting  the  act  concurs  with 
the  Legislature  in  the  advisability  and  the  neces- 
sity of  this  public  work  and  the  wisdom  of  borrow- 
ing the  money  outside  the  debt  limit.  When 
once  this  concurrence  is  made  there  is  nothing 
further  for  the  City  Council  to  do  in  the  premises. 
The  provisions  of  section  2  of  the  City  Charter 
refer  to  loan  orders  presented  to  the  City  Council 
by  the  Mayor  or  which  originate  with  the  City 
Council  and  are  subject  to  the  approval  of  the 
Mayor.  The  present  act  makes  no  provision  for 
a  loan  order  and,  therefore,  the  provisions  of  sec- 
tion 2  of  the  City  Charter  are  not  applicable. 

I  accordingly  advise  you  that  the  East  Boston 
Strandway  Act,  so  called,  being  chapter  422  of 
the  Acts  of  1931,  has  been  legally  accepted  by 
the  City  Council  and  has  now  the  force  of  law  since 
approval  has  been  made  by  his  Honor  the  Mayor, 
and  if  the  Park  Department,  with  the  approval 
of  the  Mayor,  decides  in  its  wisdom  to  lay  out  and 
construct  or  order  constructed  a  parkway  or 
boulevard  along  the  East  Boston  waterfront,  as 
defined  in  section  1  of  the  act,  the  cost  of  such 
work  not  exceeding  one  million  dollars  may  be 
met  by  the  borrowing  of  money  by  the  City  Treas- 
urer upon  the  request  of  the  Mayor,  such  borrow- 
ing to  be  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of 
section  3  of  the  act. 

Very  truly  yours, 

Samuel  Silverman,    , 
Corporation  Counsel. 
Placed  on  file. 


REVISIONS  IN  COUNTY   COMPENSATION 
AND  CLASSIFICATION  PLANS. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  August  3,  1931. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I    transmit   for    consideration    by 
your  honorable  body  revisions  and  additions  pro- 
posed by  the  Budget  Commissioner  in  the  County 
Compensation  and  Classification  Plans. 
Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Budget  Department,  August  3,  1931. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — In  accordance  with  the  provisions 
of  Rule  3  of  the  County  Classification  and  Com- 
pensation Plans,  the  establishment  of  the  following 
three  new  positions  is  proposed.  Establishment 
of  the  first  two  positions  is  in  conformity  with 
section  8,  chapter  301,  of  the  Acts  of  1931,  and 
the  third  position  is  established  in  order  to  properly 
classify  work  performed  in  the  office  of  the  District 
Attorney. 

Title  of  Class:  Copyist. 

Duties:  Under  immediate  supervision,  to  copy 
from  original  documents,  deeds,  and  other  instru- 
ments filed  at  the  Registry  of  Deeds;  to  read  com- 
pleted work  to  a  comparer,  and  to  correct  errors 
or  mistakes;  to  make  certified  copies  of  instru- 
ments for  the  public;  and  to  perform  other  related 
work  as  required. 

Range  of  Compensation: 

Regular — Record  pages,  thirty  cents  (30  c.)  per 
page  of  approximately  forty  (40)  lines.  Certified 
copies,  fifteen  cents  (15  c.)  per  page  of  approxi- 
mately twenty-five  (25)  lines.     Collectors'  notices, 
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forty  cents  (40  c.)  per  page.  Water  liens,  thirty- 
five  cents  (35  c.)  per  page.  Premium,  fifty  cents 
(50  c.)  per  record  page  containing  less  than  six 
mistakes  or  corrections. 

Special — For  copies  other  than  those  listed 
above,  rates  to  be  fixed  by  the  Register  of  Deeds. 

Per  Diem — A  per  diem  amount  equivalent  to 
one-three  hundred  and  thirteenth  (l-313th)  of 
the  salary  of  the  regular  employee  for  whom  sub- 
stituting. 

Title  of  Class:  Plan  Copyist. 

Duties:  Under  general  direction,  to  receive  and 
reduce  maps  and  plans  accompanying  recorded 
instruments  to  a  standard  size;  and  to  perform 
other  related  work. 

Range  of  Compensation:  $4  per  plan. 

Title  of  Class:  Legal  Aide. 

Duties:  Under  general  supervision,  to  assist  in 
the  preparation  of  cases  on  trial  in  the  Superior 
Criminal  Court;  to  assist  in  the  preparation  of 
briefs  for  the  Commonwealth  in  cases  taken  to 
the  Supreme  Court  on  exceptions;  to  assist  in 
the  examination  of  titles  on  bail  bonds;  and  to 
perform  other  related  work. 

Range  of  Compensation:  Annual,  $2,300- 
$2,400-$2,500-$2,600-$2,700. 

Respectfully, 

Charles  J.  Fox, 
Budget  Commissioner. 

City  of  Boston, 
Budget  Department,  August  1,  1931. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — Under  the  provisions  of  Rule  7  of 
the  County  Compensation  Plan  the  Budget  Com- 
missioner is  required  "whenever  in  his  judgment 
the  compensation  for  any  class  or  group  of  classes, 
as  provided  in  the  Compensation  Plan,  is  in  need 
of  revision"  to  report  such  fact  in  writing  to  the 
City  Council  "together  with  his  reasons  therefor." 
Acting  in  accordance  with  this  rule  the  following 
revisions  in  compensation  schedules  as  they  now 
exist  are  proposed: 

1.  Under  the  provisions  of  chapter  254  of  the 
Acts  of  1931  the  clerks  and  assistant  clerks  of  the 
Municipal  Court  were  included  in  the  list  of 
county  employees  subject  to  classification.  Because 
of  this  legislation  the  following  revisions  are  sug- 


In  the  class  "Clerk  of  Court,"  under  the  "Range 
of  Compensation,"  add  the  following: 

"Municipal  Court,  annual,  $5,000-85,300- 
$5,600-$5,900-$6,200-$6,500." 

In  the  class  "First  Assistant  Clerk  of  Court," 
under  the  "Range  of  Compensation,"  add  the 
following: 

"Municipal  Court,  annual,  $3,600-$3,900- 
$4,200-$4,500." 

In  the  class  "Assistant  Clerk  of  Court."  under 
the  "Range  of  Compensation,"  add  the  following: 

"Municipal  Court,  annual,  $2,8OO-$3,100- 
$3 ,400-$3 ,700-$4,000. ' ' 

2.  The  Compensation  Plan  as  it  now  exists 
provides  a  sliding  scale  for  women  cleaners  and 
janitresses  employed  in  the  central  Court  House 
in  Pemberton  square  and  in  the  several  district 
courts.  The  minimum  wage  in  this  schedule  is 
$15  per  week,  and  the  maximum,  $18.  The  min- 
imum wage  was  based  on  the  amount  paid  at  the 
time  the  plan  was  prepared  to  similar  employees 
at  the  State  House.  By  an  act  of  this  year's 
Legislature,  however,  women  cleaners  at  the  State 
House  have  been  increased  to  $18  per  week.  In 
view  of  this  action,  it  is  proposed  to  eliminate 
the  sliding  scale  which  now  exists  in  the  Compen- 
sation Plan  and  substitute  in  its  place  a  fixed 
salary.  To  accomplish  this  the  following  revision 
is  suggested: 

In  the  class  "Cleaner,  Jani tress,  etc.,"  under 
the  "Range  of  Compensation,"  strike  out  the 
existing  scale  and  substitute  in  its  place  the  fol- 
lowing: 

"Weekly,  $18." 

3.  Section  44  of  chapter  301  of  the  Acts  of 
1931  abolishes  the  fixed  statutory  compensation 
for  temporary  court  stenographers.  It  therefore 
becomes  necessary  to  provide  for  such  employees 
within  the  Compensation  Plan.  For  this  reason 
the  following  revision  is  suggested : 

In  the  class  "Court  Stenographer,"  under  the 
"Range  of  Compensation,"  add  the  following: 

"Temporary,  $15  for  each  day's  actual  and 
necessary  attendance." 

4.  In  the  Compensation  Plan  originally  sub- 
mitted to  the  City  Council  a  $300  differential 
existed  between  the  maximum  proposed  for  the 
position   of   assistant   chief   court   officer   in   the 


Municipal  Court  and  the  maximum  proposed  for 
court  officers  in  the  Criminal  Sessions  of  that 
court.  The  Council  in  its  wisdom  saw  fit  to 
increase  the  proposed  maximum  for  court  officers 
by  $200,  but  made  no  change  in  the  proposed 
schedule  for  the  assistant  chief  court  officer.  As 
the  compensation  schednle  uow  stands,  the  maxi- 
mum salary  of  this  latter  official  is  the  same  as 
that  of  the  court  officers.  Since  in  the  perform- 
ance of  his  duties  he  is  called  upon  to  direct  and 
supervise  the  work  of  court  officers,  the  compen- 
sation of  his  position  should  be  fixed  at  a  higher 
rate  than  that  paid  to  the  men  under  his  direction. 
In  order  to  remedy  the  existing  situation  the 
following  revision  is  suggested: 

In  the  class  "Assistant  Chief  Court  Officer," 
under  the  "Range  of  Compensation,"  strike  out 
the  existing  scale  and  substitute  in  its  place  the 
following: 

"Annual,  $2,800-$2 ,900-$3 ,000. ' ' 
Respectfully, 

Charles  J.  Fox, 
Budget  Commissioner. 

Ordered,  That  the  Compensation  and  Classifi- 
cation Plans  and  Rules  for  the  Officers  and  Em- 
ployees of  Suffolk  County  as  adopted  by  the  City 
Council  on  April  13,  1931,  and  approved  by  the 
Mayor  on  April  15,  1931,  be,  and  the  same  hereby 
are,  amended  as  follows: 

In  the  class  "Clerk  of  Court."  under  the  "Range 
of  Compensation,"  add  the  following: 

"Municipal  Court:  Annual,  $5,000-$5,300- 
S5,6OO-$5.9O0-$0.200-$6,5OO." 

In  the  class  "First  Assistant  Clerk  of  Court," 
under  the  "Range  of  Compensation,"  add  the 
following: 

"Municipal  Court:  Annual,  $3,600-$3,900- 
$4,200-$4,500." 

In  the  class  "Assistant  Clerk  of  Court,"  under 
the  "Range  of  Compensation."  add  the  following: 

"Municipal  Court:  Annual,  $2,S00-$3,100- 
S3,400-$3,700-$4,000." 

In  the  class  "Cleaner,  Janitress.  etc.,"  under 
the  "Range  of  Compensation."  strike  out  the 
existing  scale  and  substitute  in  its  place  the  fol- 
lowing: 

"Weekly,  $18." 

In  the  class  "Court  Stenographers,"  under  the 
"Range  of  Compensation,"  add  the  following: 

"Temporary.  $15  for  each  day's  actual  and 
necessary  attendance." 

In  the  class  "Assistant  Chief  Court  Officer," 
under  the  "Range  of  Compensation,"  strike  out 
the  existing  scale  and  substitute  in  its  place  the 
following: 

"Annual,  $2,S00-$2,900-$3,000." 
and  by  the  addition  of  the  following  new  classes 
of  positions — 

Title  of  Class:  Copyist, 

Duties:  Under  immediate  supervision,  to  copy 
from  original  documents,  deeds,  and  other  instru- 
ments filed  at  the  Registry  of  Deeds;  to  read 
completed  work  to  a  comparer,  and  to  correct 
errors  or  mistakes;  to  make  certified  copies  of 
instruments  for  the  public;  and  to  perform  other 
related  work  as  required. 

Range  of  Compensation: 

Regular — Record  pages,  thirty  cents  (30  c.)  per 
page  of  approximately  forty  (40)  lines.  Certified 
copies,  fifteen  cents  (15  c.)  per  page  of  approx- 
mately  twenty-five  (25)  lines.  Collectors'  notices, 
forty  cents  (40  c.)  per  page.  Water  liens,  thirty- 
five  cents  (35  c.)  per  page.  Premiums,  fifty  cents 
(50  c.)  per  record  page  containing  less  than  six 
mistakes  or  corrections. 

Special — For  copies  other  than  those  listed 
above,  rates  to  be  fixed  by  the  Register  of  Deeds. 

Per  Diem — A  per  diem  amount  equivalent  to 
one  three  hundred  and  thirteenth  (l-313th)  of 
the  salary  of  the  regular  employee  for  whom  sub- 
stituting. 

Title  of  Class:  Plan  Copyist. 
,Duties:   Under  general  direction,  to  receive  and 
reduce   maps   and    plans   accompanying   recorded 
instruments  to  a  standard  size;    and  to  perform 
other  related  work. 

Range  of  Compensation:  $4  per  plan. 

Title  of  Class:  Legal  Aide. 

Duties:  Under  general  supervision,  to  assist  in 
the  preparation  of  cases  on  trial  in  the  Superior 
Criminal  Court;  to  assist  in  the  preparation  of 
briefs  for  the  Commonwealth  in  cases  taken  to 
the  Supreme  Court  on  exceptions;  to  assist  in  the 
examination  of  titles  on  bail  bonds;  and  to  per- 
form other  related  work. 
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Range     of     Compensation:      Annual,     $2,300- 
$2,400-$2,500-$2,600-$2,700. 

Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 


TRANSFERS  WITHIN  DEPARTMENTAL 

APPROPRIATIONS. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  July  29,  1931. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — The  attached  request  for  transfers 
within  departmental  appropriations  have  been 
examined  and  investigated  by  the  Budget  Com- 
missioner. 1  accordingly  recommend  adoption  of 
the  accompanying  orders  by  your  honorable  body. 
Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

Ordered,  That  under  authority  of  chapter  261 
of  the  Acts  of  1893  the  City  Auditor  be,  and  hereby 
is,  authorized  to  make  the  following  transfer  in 
the  appropriations  for  City  Clerk  Department: 

From  the  appropriation  for  A-l,  Permanent 
Employees,  Clerk,  1  at  $1,800  a  year,  $600,  to  the 
appropriation  for  B-3,  Advertising  and  Posting, 
$600. 

Ordered,  That  under  authority  of  chapter  261 
of  the  Acts  of  1893  the  City  Auditor  be,  and  hereby 
is,  authorized  to  make  the  following  transfers  in 
the  appropriations  for  Institutions  Department 
(Central  Office) : 

From  the  appropriation  for  A-2,  Temporary 
Employees,  $483,21.  to  the  appropriation  for  A-l, 
Permanent  Employees,  Clerk  and  Stenographer, 
1  at  $1,200  a  year,  $483.21. 

From  the  appropriation  for  B-4,  Transportation 
of  Persons,  $21,  to  the  appropriation  for  B-37, 
Photographic  and  Blueprinting,  $21. 

Ordered,  That  under  authority  of  chapter  261 
of  the  Acts  of  1893  the  City  Auditor  be,  and  hereby 
is,  authorized  to  make  the  following  transfer  in 
the  appropriations  for  Associate  Medical  Ex- 
aminer (Southern  Division): 

From  the  appropriation  for  B-28,  Expert,  $15, 
to  the  appropriation  for  D-l,  Office,  $15. 

Ordered,  That  under  authority  of  chapter  261 
of  the  Acts  of  1893  the  City  Auditor  be,  and  hereby 
is,  authorized  to  make  the  following  transfer  in 
the  appropriations  for  Penal  Institutions  Depart- 
ment (House  of  Correction) : 

From  the  appropriation  for  A-l,  Permanent 
Employees,  Watchmen,  2  at  $5  a  day,  $1,565,  to 
the  appropriation  for  A-2,  Temporary  Employees, 
$1,565. 

Ordered,  That  under  authority  of  chapter  261 
of  the  Acts  of  1893  the  City  Auditor  be,  and  hereby 
is,  authorized  to  make  the  following  transfer  in 
the  appropriations  for  Printing  Department: 

From  the  appropriation  for  A-l,  Permanent 
Employees,  Compositors,  30  (33)  at  $42.25  a 
week,  $93,  to  the  appropriation  for  A-l,  Perma- 
nent Employees,  Sheet  Stockman,  1  at  $40  ($43) 
a  week,  $93. 

Ordered,  That  under  authority  of  chapter  261 
of  the  Acts  of  1893  the  City  Auditor  be,  and  hereby 
is,  authorized  to  make  the  following  transfer  in 
the  appropriations  for  Institutions  Department 
(Long  Island  Hospital) : 

From  the  appropriation  for  A-l,  Permanent 
Employees,  Cement  Worker  and  Plasterer,  1  at 
$1,700  a  year,  $284.58,  to  the  appropriation  for 
F-7,  Pensions  and  Annuities,  $284.58. 

Ordered,  That  under  authority  of  chapter  261 
of  the  Acts  of  1893  the  City  Auditor  be,  and  hereby 
is,  authorized  to  make  the  following  transfer  in 
the  appropriations  for  Suffolk  County  Court- 
House,  Custodian: 

From  the  appropriation  for  C-3,  Electrical, 
$500,  to  the  appropriation  for  C-9,  Office,  $100; 
D-16,  General  Plant,  $400. 

Ordered,  That  under  authority  of  chapter  261 
of  the  Acts  of  1893  the  City  Auditor  be,  and  hereby 
is,  authorized  to  make  the  following  transfers  in 
the  appropriations  for  Superior  Criminal  Court: 

From  the  appropriation  for  D-2,  Food  and  Ice, 
$300,  to  the  appropriation  for  C-9,  Office,  $300. 


From  the  appropriation  for  A-l,  Permanent 
Employees,  Clerks,  4  at  $1,600  a  year,  $200; 
Office  of  District  Attorney,  A-l,  Perm  nent 
Employees,  Messenger,  1  at  $1,900  a  year,  $270.63; 
Telephone  Operator  and  Clerk,  1  at  $1,300  a  year, 
$249.30,  to  the  appropriation  for  Office  of  District 
Attorney,  A-l,  Permanent  Employees,  Office 
Assistant  (Legal  Aides),  1  (2)  at  $2,300  a  year, 
$719.93. 

Referred  to  Executive  Committee. 


PROHIBITING   PARKING,  CARRUTH   AND 
BUSHNELL  STREETS. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  July  30,  1931. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  report  from 
Hon.  Joseph  A.  Conry,  Traffic  Commissioner, 
relative  to  your  request  to  prohibit  heavy  trucking 
on  Carruth  street  and  Bushnell  street  in  Ward 
16.  This  is  in  reply  to  your  order  of  July  13,  1931. 
Respectfully, 
James  M.  Cubley,  Mayor. 

Boston  Traffic  Commission,  July  20,  1931. 
Hon.  James  M.  Curley, 

Mayor  of  Boston. 

Dear  Sir, — I  inclose  herewith  Council  order 
dated  July  13,  1931,  which  reads  as  follows: 

"Ordered,  That  the  Boston  Traffic  Commission 
be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to 
prohibit  heavy  trucking  on  Carruth  street  and 
Bushnell  street.  Ward  16." 

Heavy  trucks  were  forbidden  to  operate  on  the 
two  streets  on  that  date,  July  13,  as  a  result  of  a 
rule  adopted  some  time  ago. 

A  rule  recently  adopted  by  the  Traffic  Commis- 
sion amended  the  rule  excluding  trucks  from  these 
streets,  but  the  amendment  does  not  go  into  effect 
until  Monday,  July  20. 

New  roads  have  been  opened  in  this  locality 
which,  it  is  believed,  will  attract  heavy  trucking. 
It  is  desirable  to  wait  a  certain  length  of  time  in 
order  to  ascertain  whether  or  not  any  heavy  trucks 
may  move  through  these  streets. 

In  this  connection  it  should  be  borne  in  mind 
by  all  our  citizens  that  the  streets  of  Boston  are 
presumed  to  be  open  to  the  use  of  all.  If  the 
movement  of  heavy  trucks  is  an  annoyance  to 
the  residents  of  one  street,  their  movement  is 
likewise  an  annoyance  to  the  occupants  of  some 
parallel  street.  Every  time  trucks  are  excluded 
from  one  street  they  merely  increase  the  annoy- 
ance of  the  residents  on  the  street  to  which  they 
turn. 

A  matter  deserving  serious  study  is  as  to  whether 
or  not  it  is  desirable  to  create  a  favored  class  in 
the  city  whose  homes  will  be  freed  from  the  noise. 

The  attempt  to  relieve  certain  streets  from  the 
burdens  and  annoyances  of  this  kind  simply 
results  in  imposing  these  burdens  on  some  other 
streets.  Careful  consideration  is  being  given  to 
the  subject  at  all  times. 

Very  truly  yours, 

Joseph  A.  Conry, 
Commissioner. 

Placed  on  file. 


PETITIONS  REFERRED. 

The  following  petitions  were  received  and 
referred  to  the  committees  named: 

Claims. 

Elmer  Bailey,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  an  alleged  defect  at  745  Dorchester 
avenue. 

Fannie  Baker,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  an  alleged  defect  in  High  street. 

Mary  E.  Bennett  for  compensaton  for  injuries 
caused  by  an  alleged  defect  in  Sweeney  Play- 
ground. 

Theodore  Bennett,  for  compensaton  for  dam- 
ages to  car  by  city  truck. 

Abraham  Block,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  property  at  249A  Harvard  street,  Dorchester, 
caused  by  water  from  street. 

Josephine  Campbell,  for  compensation  for 
injuries  caused  by  an  alleged  defect  at  110  Belgrade 
avenue. 

Saverio  Candilieri,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  car  by  city  cart. 
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Edward  Cantwell,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  an  alleged  defect  at  317  Athens  street. 
George  W.  Carr,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  clothing  at  Marcella  Street  Playground. 

Sarah  Cashman,  for  compensation  for  refund 
on  refuse  tickets. 

Francis  V.  Connolly,  for  compensation  for 
injuries  caused  by  an  alleged  defect  at  121  West 
Ninth  street. 

Beatrice  Curran,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  an  alleged  defect  at  221  East  Eagle 
street. 

Joseph  M.  Dolan,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  car  caused  by  an  alleged  defect  at  93  Perham 
street. 

Mrs.  Elizabeth  Donnelly,  for  compensation  for 
injuries  caused  by  an  alleged  defect  at  104  Dor- 
chester avenue. 

Mary  Downs,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  an  alleged  defect  at  236  C  street. 

Michael  DriBcoll,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  property  at  7  Monument  avenue,  Charlestown, 
caused  by  water  being  shut  off. 

Lorenzo  Faro,  for  compensation  for  damage  to 
push  cart  by  city  cart. 

Mrs.  Clifford  Goodwin,  for  compensation  for 
damage  to  clothing,  caused  by  an  alleged  defect 
in  Charles  street. 

Margaret  B.  Fowler,  for  compensation  for  in- 
juries received  on  ferryboat. 

Green  Shoe  Manufacturing  Company,  for  refund 
on  refuse  tickets. 

William  J.  Griffin,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  property  at  789  Sixth  street,  caused  by  city 
truck. 

Giuseppe  Guerino,  for  refund  on  building  license. 
Dorothy  E.  Hackett,  for  compensation  for  loss 
of  clothing  at  City  Hospital. 

Mary  Helbig,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  an  alleged  defect  at  20  South  Hunt- 
ington avenue. 

Edward  L.  Hopkins,  for  compensation  for  dam- 
age to  property  at  289  Athens  street,  caused  by 
stoppage  of  sewer. 

G.  B.  Howard  Company,  for  compensation  for 
injuries  to  horse  caused  by  defective  draw  at 
Northern  Avenue  Bridge. 

Joseph  Hurlbert,  for  compensation  for  loss  of 
ring  at  City  Hospital. 

George  Jaeger,  for  compensation  for  damage  to 
car  by  city  truck. 

Mrs.  Frank  Keeler,  for  compensation  for  loss 
of  money  taken  from  locker  at  L  Street  Bath 
House. 

Edward  D.  Kollock,  for  compensation  for 
damage  to  property  at  140  Beacon  street,  caused 
by  heavy  storm. 

George  A.  Leslie,  for  refund  on  water  bill. 
Miss    M.    L.    Litchfield,    for    compensation    for 
injuries  caused  by  an  alleged  defect  in  High  and 
Congress  streets. 

Abram  M.  Lotto,  for  refund  on  license  for  stor- 
age of  merchandise. 

Mrs.  Matthew  Lydon,  for  compensation  for 
injuries  caused  by  an  alleged  defect  at  Minden 
and  Bickford  streets. 

Walter  Mackey,  to  be  reimbursed  for  judgment 
against  him  on  account  of  his  acts  while  in  per- 
formance of  duty,  driving  ash  truck. 

Gaetano  Mangherini,  for  compensation  for 
injuries  caused  by  an  alleged  defect  in  Blackstone 
street. 

Marie  C.  Mann,  for  compensation  for  loss  of 
clothing  at  City  Hospital. 

Patrick  Manning,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  an  alleged  defect  at  137  and  139  West 
Broadway. 

John  G.  Marshall,  for  refund  on  refuse  tickets. 
Janet   S.    McElenay,   for   compensation   for   in- 
juries caused  by  an  alleged  defect  in  Northampton 
street. 

Thomas  S.  McGarry,  for  compensation  for 
injuries  caused  by  an  alleged  defect  at  86  West 
'Seventh  street,  South  Boston. 

George  E.  McKenna,  for  compensation  for 
damage  to  property  at  424  Bowdoin  street,  caused 
by  city  car. 

Gertrude  V.  M«Manany,  for  compensation  for 
injuries  caused  by  defect  in  John  W.  Murphy 
Playground. 

A.  F.  Monaghan,  for  refund  on  unused  refuse 
tickets. 

Emma  Moore,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  an  alleged  defect  at  17  Harley  street. 

James  I,  Moore,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  an  alleged  defect  at  17-21  Harley  street, 
Dorchester. 


Lucy  Morrissey,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  an  alleged  defect  at  506  East  Broadway. 

William  P.  Nickerson,  for  compensation  for 
damage  to  truck  caused  by  an  alleged  defectin 
Thompson  street,  Hyde  Park. 

Walter  P.  Owens,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  property  at  161  Lasell  street,  caused  by  regrad- 
ing  of  street. 

George  M.  Pace,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  an  alleged  defect  in  yard  of  Henry  L. 
Pierce  School. 

Edward  F.  Penpraese,  for  compensation  for  loss 
of  property  at  City  Hospital. 

Mrs.  Baulah  C.  Putnam,  for  compensation  for 
damage  to  car  by  city  truck. 

Angela  Rengucci,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  ah  alleged  defect  at  48  Porter  street. 

Herbert  E.  Rhone,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  car  caused  by  an  alleged  defect  in  Charles  street. 

Frederick  Rogers,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  an  alleged  defect  in  Dartmouth  place. 

Ena  Ross,  for  compensation  for  injuries  caused 
by  an  alleged  defect  at  708  Tremont  street. 

V.  G.  Rozes.  for  refund  on  unused  refuse  tickets. 

Charles  Scott,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  an  alleged  defect  at  159  Broadway. 

Mary  Shultz.  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  an  alleged  defect  at  131  Devon  street, 
Roxbury. 

H.  L.  Stearns,  for  refund  on  refuse  tickets. 

Paul  C.  Sullivan,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  bicycle  by  city  truck. 

J.  J.  Toomey.  for  compensation  for  damage  to 
property  at  19  Prospect  street,  caused  by  collapse 
of  water  boiler. 

A.  Torman,  for  refund  on  unused  refuse  tickets. 

Troy  Brothers  &  Co..  Inc.,  for  compensation 
for  damage  to  fence  at  975  Massachusetts  avenue, 
caused  by  motorcycle  officer. 

Mrs.  Sofiar  VanTeslaar,  for  compensation  for 
injuries  caused  by  an  alleged  defect  in  Court  street. 

Christopher  Waldman,  for  compensation  for 
damage  to  property  at  28  Bexley  road,  caused  by 
backing  up  of  sewage. 

James  H.  Waugh,  Jr.,  to  be  reimbursed  for  judg- 
ment brought  against  him  on  account  of  accident 
while  driving  sanitary  truck. 

Joseph  Zallen,  for  compensation  for  damage  to 
truck  by  city  truck. 


LEASING  OF  AUSTIN  SCHOOL. 

A  communication  was  received  from  the  School 
Committee  requesting  the  City  Council  to  author- 
ize the  School  Committee,  in  the  name  of  the 
city,  to  lease  the  Austin  School.  Paris  street,  East 
Boston,  to  the  United  Spanish  War  Veterans,  such 
occupancy  to  be  discontinued  at  the  will  of  the 
School  Committee. 

Placed  on  file. 


COMMUNICATION  TRANSMITTING   BOND. 

A  notice  was  received  from  the  Commonwealth 
of  Massachusetts,  Metropolitan  District  Com- 
mission, Water  Division,  transmitting  bond  of 
indemnity  from  F.  Pritchard  &  Son,  Inc.,  Water- 
town,  in  connection  with  contract  with  the  com- 
mission for  removing  four  old  boilers  and  erecting 
three  new  boilers  at  pumping  stations  in  Boston 
and  Stoneham. 

Placed  on  file. 


NOTICE  OF  APPOINTMENT. 

Notice  was  received  of  the  appointment  of 
Samuel  Deraney,  646  Harrison  avenue,  as  a  tem- 
porary sanitary  inspector  in  the  Health  Depart- 
ment. 

Placed  on  file. 


NOTICE  OF  INTEREST  IN  CONTRACT. 

A  notice  was  received  from  Mr.  Joseph  A.  Tom- 
asello.  member  of  the  Board  of  Appeal,  stating 
that  the  A.  G.  Tomasello  &  Son.  Inc..  a  Massa- 
chusetts corporation,  of  which  corporation  he  is 
an  officer  and  stockholder,  has  entered  into  a 
contract  with  the  City  of  Boston  to  build  con- 
crete walls  at  Ronan  Park,  Dorchester. 

Placed  on  file. 


AUGUST    3t    1931. 
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CENTRAL  GIRLS'  HIGH  SCHOOL 
BUILDING. 

A  communication  was  received  from  the  chair- 
man of  the  Finance  Commission  relative  to  the 
appropriation  of  money  for  the  building  of  a 
Central  Girls'  High  School.  The  communication 
follows: 

Some  time  in  May,  1922,  the  School  Committee 
purchased  a  piece  of  land  on  Worthington  street, 
in  the  rear  of  the  Boston  Latin  School,  in  order  to 
make  sure  that  the  land  would  not  be  used  for 
something  else  and,  having  to  designate  some 
purpose,  the  appropriation  was  made  for  a  Central 
Girls'  High  School  and  the  price  was  $100,000. 

Some  four  or  five  years  later,  $15,000  was  appro- 
priated to  turn  this  lot  into  a  tennis  court  for  the 
use  of  the  Latin  School  boys. 

For  the  past  seven  or  eight  years  there  has  been 
constant  pressure  on  the  School  Committee  by  the 
alumnae  of  the  Girls'  High  School  and  both  the 
former  and  the  present  master  to  build  a  new 
school.  Some  years  ago  the  former  master  went 
so  far  as  to  go  to  the  Fire  Department  and  get 
the  chief  to  rule  that  the  main  building  on  West 
Newton  street  and  the  colony  on  Massachusetts 
avenue  were  unsafe  and  a  fire  hazard. 

Later,  when  that  question  was  brought  to  a 
head,  the  Survey  Committee  of  1928,  at  the  request 
of  the  School  Committee,  employed  the  Charles 
T.  Main  Company,  leading  experts  in  building 
construction,  to  investigate  and  report  as  to 
whether  or  not  the  main  building  and  colony  were 
safe;  and  they  reported  that  both  buildings  were 
structurally  safe  and  were  not  fire  hazards. 

In  1926  the  propaganda  and  pressure  had  become 
so  strong  that  the  School  Committee  was  called 
upon  to  decide  definitely  whether  or  not  it  should 
build  a  new  building  and  the  matter  was  referred 
to  Mr.  Brodhead  of  the  Board  of  Apportionment. 
He  made  an  excellent  report,  stating  that  instead 
of  building  a  new  Girls'  High  School  they  should 
build  an  intermediate  school  in  the  vicinity  of 
Northampton  street  and,  by  so  doing,  avoid  the 
expenditure  of  $45,000  on  the  Hyde  School, 
$140,000  on  the  Everett  School  and  $228,000  on 
the  Rice  School,  in  addition  to  obviating  the 
necessity  for  building  a  new  Girls'  High.  This 
report  of  Mr.  Brodhead  was  referred  to  Mr.  Gould 
and  Mr.  Rafter,  who  reported  favorably  on  his 
report  and,  as  a  result,  the  School  Committee 
voted  to  build  an  intermediate  school  as  sug- 
gested. The  committee  then  purchased  a  site 
at  the  corner  of  Camden  street  and  Shawmut 
avenue,  hired  an  architect,  and  altogether  has 
spent  $215,000.  The  city  has  owned  this  site 
since  1926  and  has  done  nothing  with  it. 

The  determination  to  build  this  intermediate 
school  and  the  purchase  of  the  lot  stopped  the 
agitation  for  the  Girls'  High  School  for  a  couple 
of  years,  but  in  1928  it  began  again  and  the  School 
Committee  was  again  compelled  to  pass  upon  the 
question.  The  Board  of  Apportionment  con- 
sidered it  and  in  the  minutes  of  that  Board  appears 
the  following: 

"The  Board  discussed  the  advisability  of  the 
erection  of  a  new  Girls'  High  on  the  vacant  land 
on  Worthington  street.  Some  of  the  members 
felt  the  transportation  facilities  would  be  inad- 
equate. Finally  the  Board  agreed  to  recommend 
the  insertion  of  bonded  items  of  $1,500,000  for  a 
third  high  school  in  addition  to  the  Dorchester 
High  for  Boys,  a  Dorchester  High  for  Girls." 

As  a  result  of  this  report  the  School  Committee 
voted  to  build  a  school  in  Dorchester,  rather  than 
to  build  a  Central  Girls'  High.  An  appropriation 
was  made  and  land  purchased  in  Grove  Hall,  at 
an  expenditure  of  about  $62,000. 

This  action  by  the  School  Committee  settled 
the  agitation  for  the  Girls'  High  for  the  time  being, 
but  later  when  the  controversy  arose  between  the 
School  Committee  and  Mr.  Slattery  of  the  old 
Schoolhouse  Commission,  the  School  Committee 
accused  the  Schoolhouse  Commission  of  respon- 
sibility for  allowing  children  to  be  housed  in  build- 
ings that  were  unfit  and  gave  as  a  horrible  example 
the  so-called  Girls'  High  School  colony  on  Massa- 
chusetts avenue.  It  was  during  this  controversy 
that  the  Charles  T.  Main  Company  passed  upon 
the  question. 

The  School  Committee,  in  order  to  justify  its 
attack  upon  the  old  Schoolhouse  Commission, 
appropriated  $1,119,000  for  a  thirty-six-room 
Girls'  High  School  on  Worthington  street.  Some 
time  later  the  committee  changed  its  vote  for  a 
thirty-six-room  to  a  fifty-room  building,  but  did 
not  increase  the  appropriation. 

In   view   of   the   fact   that   $1,119,000   was   not 


sufficient  to  build  a  fifty-room  building,  the  School 
Committee  when  it  went  to  the  Legislature  in 
1930  with  its  building  program  included  in  that 
program  an  item  of  $280,000  for  this  Girls'  High 
School  on  Worthington  street.  The  whole  matter 
was  discussed  thoroughly  before  the  Committee 
on  Municipal  Finance  and  the  committee  requested 
the  School  Committee  to  present  a  new  program, 
eliminating  that  item,  which  was  done. 

Notwithstanding  the  agreement  on  the  part  of 
the  School  Committee  to  use  the  $1,119,000  for 
other  building  projects,  during  the  year  1930,  the 
old  agitation  sprang  up  again  aided  by  Mrs. 
Pigeon,  with  the  result  that  during  the  year  the 
School  Committee  voted  again  to  build  the  Worth- 
ington Street  High  School  and  abandoned  a  num- 
ber of  items  in  the  budget  as  presented  to  the 
Legislature. 

Immediately  the  Mayor  sent  for  the  School 
Committee  and  the  Finance  Commission,  at  our 
request,  and  after  a  general  discussion  of  the 
school  needs  it  was  admitted  that  the  money 
should  not  be  used  for  the  Girls'  High,  but  should 
be  used  for  one  intermediate  school  in  the  Cilbert 
Stuart  District,  Dorchester,  and  one  intermediate 
school  in  the  Bennett  District  in  Brighton.  These 
two  schools  would  house  about  3,200  pupils,  while 
the  Girls'  High  would  provide  no  new  seats. 

The  School  Committee  agreed  at  the  conference 
to  build  either  the  Girls'  High  at  Grove  Hall,  or 
the  two  intermediates  and  subsequently  voted  to 
build  the  two  intermediates,  Mrs.  Pigeon  joining 
hands  with  Messrs.  Hurley,  Gray  and  Reilly. 
Shortly  afterwards  Mrs.  Pigeon  changed  her 
position  and  voted  again  with  Doctor  Lyons, 
because  the  Mayor  would  not  agree  that  the 
building  of  the  Girls'  High  would  be  No.  1  in 
the  program  of  high  school  construction  for  1931. 
This  action  of  Mrs.  Pigeon  held  the  appropriation 
up  for  several  weeks  and  finally  his  Honor  the 
Mayor  sent  for  the  School  Committee  again  and 
all  the  members  were  present  except  Mrs.  Pigeon 
and  Doctor  Lyons. 

The  Mayor  served  notice  on  them  that  if  they 
did  not  vote  to  build  the  two  intermediate  schools, 
he  would  go  to  the  Legislature  and  have  the  law 
changed,  so  that  an  appropriation  could  be  passed 
by  a  vote  of  3  to  2,  instead  of  4  to  1. 

At  the  next  meeting  of  the  School  Committee 
the  committee  voted  unanimously  to  appropriate 
the  available  money  for  two  intermediate  schools, 
but  Messrs.  Gray,  Hurley  and  Reilly  allowed 
themselves  to  be  coerced  by  Mrs.  Pigeon  and 
Doctor  Lyons  into  agreeing  that  the  first  high 
school  project  for  1931  would  be  the  Central 
Girls'  High  School.  Mr.  Hurley  and  Mr.  Gray 
admitted  at  a  meeting  before  the  Finance  Com- 
mission that  they  had  made  this  political  agree- 
ment, although  they  did  not  believe  that  the 
Girls'  High  should  be  the  first  one  built. 

This  brings  us  to  the  building  program  for  1931. 
This  year  the  School  Committee  presented  a 
tentative  three-year  land  and  building  program 
to  the  Legislature,  amounting  to  $16,214,500, 
and  the  whole  program  was  thoroughly  aired 
before  the  Committee  on  Municipal  Finance  on 
March  19,  1931. 

The  Finance  Commission  requested  me  to  be 
present  at  the  hearings  and  oppose  the  program, 
and  to  submit  an  alternative  program. 

The  School  Committee  program,  so  far  as  high 
school  construction  was  concerned,  provided  for 
$1,270,000  for  a  Central  Girls'  High  School  in 
1931;  for  either  a  new  Latin  School  at  a  cost  of 
$2,000,000,  or  an  addition  to  the  present  school 
for  $1,000,000,  and  also  $975,000  for  a  new  girls' 
high  in  Dorchester  for  the  year  1932.  It  also 
provided  for  a  $1,000,000  appropriation  for  a 
new  high  school  in  West  Roxbury  for  1933. 

The  Finance  Commission  in  its  program  recom- 
mended a  loan  outside  the  debt  limit  for  $1,000,000 
for  an  addition  to  the  Boston  Latin  School  and 
$975,000  for  a  new  Dorchester  high  school  for  the 
year  1931. 

The  Legislature,  after  hearing  both  sides,  threw 
out  the  entire  program  of  the  School  Committee 
and,  in  substance,  adopted  the  program  of  the 
Finance  Commission,  because  it  authorized  the 
borrowing  of  $2,000,000  outside  the  debt  limit  for 
two  high  schools,  but  not  designating  what  schools 
should  be  built. 

This  authorization  by  the  Legislature  practically 
eliminated  the  building  of  the  Central  Girls'  High 
School,  because  it  is  impossible  to  build  that  school 
and  another  high  school  within  the  $2,000,000. 
However,  the  School  Committee  still  persists  in 
living  up  to  its  political  agreement,  regardless  of 
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the  fact  that  it  is  violating  the  spirit  of  the  authori- 
zation by  the  Legislature  and  providing  the 
expenditure  of  a  tremendous  sum  of  money 
contrary  to  the  best  judgment  of  at  least  three 
members  of  the  School  Committee. 

In  addition  to  the  above  it  is  important  to 
consider  whether  the  Girls'  High  School  should  be 
built  in  preference  to  other  schools.  The  one 
particular  excuse  given  for  building  the  Girls' 
High  is  the  so-called  horrible  condition  existing  in 
the  colony.  This  argument  is  absolutely  nullified 
by  the  fact  that  of  the  618  girls  in  the  colony, 
all  but  forty  are  ninth  grade,  or  intermediate 
school  pupils  and  do  not  belong  in  a  high  school. 
In  other  words,  the  way  to  eliminate  the  colony 
is  to  build  the  Camden  Street  and  the  Phillips 
Brooks  Intermediate  Schools,  which  must  be 
built  anyway.  Not  only  that,  but  the  building 
of  the  Central  Girls'  High  School  is  a  replacement 
and  will  provide  no  new  seats  for  the  increasing 
high  school  population. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  building  of  the  new  high 
school  in  Dorchester  is  an  immediate  necessity, 
because  there  is  an  overflow  at  the  Roxbury  High 
School  and  the  Dorchester  High  School.  So  far 
as  the  Boston  Latin  School  is  concerned,  it  is  a 
crime  to  place  the  construction  of  the  Girls'  High 
School  ahead  of  that  school,  because  at  the  present 
time  there  are  332  Latin  School  boys  in  the  High 
School  of  Commerce,  239  Latin  School  boys  in 
portables,  and  205  in  the  old,  abandoned  Sharp 
School  in  the  West  End. 

I  am  sending  to  you  inclosed  also  the  report 
made  by  the  Board  of  Schoolhouse  Commissioners 
to  the  School  Committee  in  answer  to  the  proposed 
building  of  the  Girls'  High  School  at  Worthington 
street.  This  report,  you  will  see,  strongly  opposes 
the  building  of  this  high  school  at  Worthington 
street. 

I  hope  you  will  read  carefully  the  above  history 
surrounding  the  controversy  relative  to  the 
construction  of  the  Girls'  High  School,  and  if  you 
do  I  am  sure  you  will  take  the  side  of  the  taxpayer, 
rather  than  of  those  who  have  entered  into  a 
political  agreement  they  do  not  believe  in  them- 
selves. The  cost  of  this  Girls'  High  School  is 
now  estimated  at  $1,300,000.  This  is  a  tremen- 
dous sum  of  money  to  be  taken  from  the  taxpayers 
in  these  days  when  it  is  so  hard  to  get  money  to 
pay  taxes.  I  do  not  think  the  people  of  Boston 
object  to  replacing  old  schoolhouses  that  should 
be  replaced,  but  it  does  not  seem  right  that  such 
a  sum  of  money  should  be  spent  just  because  a 
few  people  wish  to  have  a  magnificent  building  for 
a  Central  Girls'  High  School. 

City  of  Boston, 
Department  of  School  Buildings, 
11  Beacon  Street,  July  2,  1931. 
School    Committee    of    the    City    of    Boston,    1 
Beacon  Street,  Boston,  Mass. 

Gentlemen, — Under  date  of  June  18,  1931,  the 
School  Committee  forwarded  to  the  Board  of 
Commissioners  of  School  Buildings  a  proposed 
order  making  an  appropriation,  under  the  provi- 
sions of  chapter  247  of  the  Acts  of  1931,  for  the 
following  item: 

Item  4 — Martin  District,  Roxbury.  Con- 
struction of  fifty-classroom  high  school  for  girls, 
$1,300,000. 

We  understand  that  it  is  proposed  by  this  order 
to  erect  the  new  Girls'  High  School  on  the  land 
on  Worthington  street,  in  the  rear  of  the  Public 
Latin  School.  This  Board  reports  that  it  is 
opposed  to  the  use  of  this  site  for  the  proposed 
Girls'  High  School.  In  our  opinion,  the  lot  is 
the  logical  place  to  erect  the  building  that  is 
needed  to  relieve  the  Public  Latin  School,  and 
should  be  reserved  for  that  purpose. 

During  the  past  school  year  the  Latin  School 
has  occupied  seven  portables'  and  four  more  are 
requested  for  the  opening  of  school  in  the  fall. 
In  addition,  the  Latin  School  occupies  seven 
rooms  in  the  High  School  of  Commerce,  and  one 
more  room  will  be  occupied  in  the  fall.  It  also 
occupies  six  rooms  in  the  old  Sharp  School.  Such 
a  situation  demands  immediate  relief.  It  is  our 
opinion  further  that  the  lot  is  not  large  enough 
to  carry  the  proposed  Girls'  High  School  building, 
but  is  adequate  for  the  extension  needed  for  the 
Latin  School. 

We  appreciate  that  plans  have  been  prepared 
to  build  the  Girls'  High  School  on  the  Worthington 
lot,  under  orders  of  previous  Boards.  We  are  in 
favor  of  a  new  girls'  high  school,  and  believe  that 
land  could  be  secured  therefor  either  adjoining 
the  present  location,  which  has  been  occupied  for 


a  number  of  years,  or  in  the  vicinity  thereof. 
The  school  would  then  conveniently  serve  the 
needs  of  the  high  school  girls  of  the  South,  North 
and  West  Ends  of  Boston,  and  yet  be  accessible 
to  girls  from  other  sections  of  the  city  whose 
parents  may  wish  them  to  attend  a  one-sex  school. 

The  people  of  Boston  justly  hold  this  school  in 
high  esteem.  We  agree  with  the  School  Com- 
mittee that  a  new  and  adequate  building  should 
be  provided  therefor.  Although  there  is  practi- 
cally no  vacant  land  in  the  vicinity  of  the  present 
building,  yet  we  believe  that  by  taking  buildings 
of  small  value  an  area  sufficiently  large  could  be 
obtained  at  not  too  great  a  cost,  and  we  would 
at  the  same  time  be  making  a  worth  while  contri- 
bution to  the  improvement  of  the  South  End  of 
Boston. 

We  advise,   moreover,  before  any  final  appro- 
priation orders  are  passed  for  this  item,  that  an 
opinion  be  obtained  from  the  Corporation  Counsel 
whether,  under  the  provisions  of  chapter  247  of 
the  Acts  of  1931,  the  School  Committee  can  legally 
authorize  one  new  high  school  to  be  built  without 
at   the  same   time   providing  for   the  erection   of 
the  second  high  school  authorized  by  this  act. 
Respectfully  submitted, 
Board  of  Commissioners  of 
School  Buildings, 

by  Richard  J.  Lane, 

Chairman. 

Placed  on  file. 


CONSTABLES'  BONDS. 

The  bonds  of  the  following-named  constables, 
having  been  duly  approved  by  the  City  Treasurer, 
were  received  and  approved:  George  W.  Bloom- 
berg, John  H.  Burke,  Hyman  Fryhon,  Philip  E. 
Leiberman,  Bernard  M.  Mullen. 


SIDEWALK   ASSESSMENTS. 

Communications  were  received  from  the  Com- 
missioner of  Public  Works  submitting  orders  for 
the  assessment  of  the  cost  of  granolithic  sidewalks, 
etc.,   on  the  following  streets: 

Half  Cost. 

Maverick  street S802  33 

Ashmont  street 612  29 

Carson  street 318  38 

Bowdoin  street 360  91 

Washington  street,  Ward  17 678  46 

Newburg  street 2,282  40 

Orders  severally  passed. 


SOLDIERS'    RELIEF. 

The  committee  on  Soldiers'  Relief  submitted 
a  report  recommending  the  passage  of  an  order 
granting  aid  to  soldiers  and  sailors  and  their 
families  for  the  month  of  July.  1931. 

Report  accepted;  order  passed. 


ADDITIONAL    LAND    FOR    HOSPITAL 
PURPOSES. 

Coun.  BUSH,  for  the  Committee  on  Finance, 
submitted  a  report  on  the  message  of  the  Mayor, 
with  accompanying  orders  (referred  July  13), 
concerning  the  purchase  of  additional  land  for 
hospital  purposes, —  recommending  the  passage  of 
the  orders. 

The  report  was  accepted,  and  the  question  came 
on  the  passage  of  the  orders. 

Coun.  MURRAY— Mr.  President,  I  would  like 
to  know  something  about  that  loan. 

Coun.  BUSH — This  loan  order  involves  the 
purchase  of  the  property  located  at  the  corner  of 
Massachusetts  avenue  and  Albany  street,  now 
known  as  the  Curtis  &  Pope  Lumber  Company. 
This  land  was  originally  sold  by  the  City  of  Boston 
in  1877  for  the  sum  of  S77.400.  It  is  now  assessed 
for  somewhere  around  878,000  and  a  few  hundred. 
The  trustees  of  the  City  Hospital  have  decided 
that  in  order  to  keep  the  surgical  and  medical 
units  together  they  will  have  to  have  more  space 
in  the  present  lot  on  the  main  lot.  So  they  are 
taking  the  old  pathological  building  which  also 
includes  the  morgue  and  the  laundry  building, 
which  they  want  to  get  out  of  the  way  because 
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it  is  right  in  the  center  of  the  main  lot,  and  they 
are  moving  it  over  to  this  corner  with  the  purpose 
of  building  a  building  there  to  accommodate  the 
pathological  building,  the  morgue  and  the  laundry 
all  in  one  building  on  that  corner,  and  the  removal 
of  the  pathological  building  will  make  it  possible 
for  them  to  place  a  new  surgical  building  on  that 
corner.  The  land  at  present  adjacent  to  this 
Curtis  &  Pope  Lumber  Company  is  already  owned 
by  the  city,  the  next  lot  being  the  ambulance 
station  of  the  Boston  City  Hospital;  beyond  that 
the  Water  Service  Department;  beyond  that  the 
Sewer  Service,  and  beyond  that  the  Street  Cleaning 
and  Sanitary  Department.  This  particular  lot 
will  eventually  be  very  valuable  and  will  cost 
more  later  on  than  at  the  present  time.  They 
wanted  $160,000  for  that  lot,  of  which  most  of 
the  money  is  for  the  land,  as  the  building  on  it 
is  a  very  old  frame  wooden  building  and  is  not 
worth  over  $3,000.  The  city  has  offered  $125,000 
and  they  finally  agreed  to  accept  it.  The  lot 
consists  of  43,775  square  feet  and  is  vitally  neces- 
sary to  the  extension  of  the  Boston  City  Hospital. 

Coun.  FITZGERALD— I  want  to  ask  the 
chairman  of  the  committee  a  question:  When 
they  appeared  before  the  committee  did  they  give 
any  reason  why  they  abandoned  the  proposed 
taking  of  the  Homeopathic  Hospital? 

Coun.  BUSH — Yes,  they  did.  They  compared 
the  relative  cost  of  all  this  and  they  found  that 
this  was  a  much  cheaper  way  of  getting  out  of  it 
and  providing  for  the  extension  of  the  City  Hospi- 
tal, without  taking  over  the  entire  set  of  buildings 
of  the  Homeopathic  Hospital.  They  further  told 
us  that  if  they  took  over  the  Homeopathic  property 
they  would  get  a  duplication  of  buildings  which 
could  not  be  used  for  any  other  purpose  than 
the  original  purpose,  and  would  be  of  no  use  to 
the  City  Hospital  because  they  have  several 
surgical  buildings  there  which  are  exact  duplicates 
of  what  the  City  Hospital  has,  and  they  would  be 
scattered  so  they  wouldn't  have  control  over  them, 
and  they  are  trying  to  centrally  locate  these 
buildings  where  they  will  have  the  maximum 
amount  of  efficiency;  and  the  cost  of  taking  over 
the  Homeopathic  Hospital  compared  with  the 
lack  of  facilities  in  the  way  of  the  present  building 
they  have  there  would  make  the  cost  prohibitive 
and  this  would  be  the  more  economical  way  of 
expanding  the  hospital.  They  further  pointed 
out  that  if  it  became  necessary  to  keep  the  hospital 
within  a  certain  area  without  scattering  it  all 
over  creation, —  that  if  it  became  necessary  they 
could  take  over  this  other  city  land  next  to  this 
Curtis  &  Pope  plant  and  use  that  for  the  extension 
of  the  hospital,  and,  as  I  understand  it,  there  was 
some  talk  of  the  Roxbury  Canal  there  being 
filled,  which  would  give  them  a  lot  of  additional 
land  in  back  of  this  territory  which  would  not 
cost  the  city  anything.  So  the  logical  expansion 
program  of  the  hospital  would  naturally  take 
this  all  in.  The  buildings  of  the  Homeopathic 
Hospital,  a  great  many  of  them,  would  be  of  no 
use  to  the  City  Hospital  at  all. 

Coun.  DOWD — May  I  ask  the  chairman  a 
question?  Do  1  understand  this  $125,000  is 
simply  for  the  purchase  of  the  land? 

Coun.  BUSH — As  I  understand  it,  I  think 
there  was  nothing  mentioned  by  the  trustees  as 
to  whether  that  would  include  the  cost  of  con- 
struction of  the  building  or  not.  I  doubt  very 
much  whether  it  did.  I  couldn't  answer  that 
question.  I  should  imagine  it  wouldn't  because 
of  the  fact  that  originally  in  1877,  which  is  a  con- 
siderable period  of  time  ago,  and  the  value  of  the 
land  must  have  doubled  or  tripled,  it  was  orig- 
inally sold  for  $77,400  and  now  the  city  is  buying 
it  back  for  $125,000. 

Coun.  DOWD — We  are  purchasing  a  piece  of 
land  in  the  days  of  real  estate  depression  for 
$125,000.  Now,  one  more  question  1  desire  to 
ask  the  chairman.  Do  I  understand  him  to  say 
that  the  assessed  valuation  of  this  land  at  the 
present  time  is  $78,000? 

Coun.  BUSH — That  was  the  information  given 
by  the  trustees  that  it  was  something  over  $78,000. 

Coun.  DOWD — Mr.  Chairman  and  gentlemen, 
we  have  one  more  instance  ot  why  the  tax  rate  of 
Boston  is  to  be  raised  during  the  coming  months. 
Here  we  have  a  piece  of  land, — and  1  know  it 
very  well,  because  it  is  in  my  district, — assessed 
for  $78,000,  and  you  gentlemen  have  read  in  the 
newspapers  time  and  time  again — you  have  read 
about  the  East  Boston  taking,  Porter  street,  East 
Boston,  and  the  other  land-takings  belonging  to 
families  where  the  Mayor  of  Boston  has  only 
allowed  10  per  cent  over  the  assessed  valuation. 


Coun.  BUSH — A  point  of  correction,  Mr.  Pres- 
ident. 

President  McGRATH— Will  you  yield? 

Coun.  DOWD — 1  will  stand  for  the  correction. 

Coun.  BUSH — 1  know  he  doesn't  intend  to 
make  a  misstatement,  but  the  Mayor  announced 
at  the  time  he  said  no  more  than  10  per  cent 
should  be  given  above  the  assessed  valuation, — 
that  was  on  the  Boston  side  with  reference  to 
commercial  property.  There  was  nothing  said 
about  10  per  cent  on  the  East  Boston  side  where 
there  are  homes  taken  from  people  for  the  purpose 
of  a  tunnel  and  in  those  cases  they  were  given  as 
high  as  100  and  200  per  cent  above  the  assessed 
valuation. 

Coun.  DOWD — I  will  stand  for  the  correction 
and  take  the  chairman  of  the  Finance  Committee's 
own  words.  He  says  the  Mayor  says  10  per  cent 
on  commercial  property.  I  will  say  to  him  and 
the  Mayor  of  Boston  that  the  property  on  this 
side  of  Boston  and  East  Boston  takings  is  more 
valuable  than  the  lot  of  land  where  the  Curtis  & 
Pope  Lumber  Company  has  their  place  at  the 
present  time,  and  which  they  have  been  trying 
to  unload  on  Boston  for  a  good  many  years 
Assessed  at  $78,000  and  the  City  of  Boston  is 
going  to  pay  them  $125,000  for  it,  or  almost  40 
per  cent  more  than  the  assessed  valuation  of  the 
land,  and  there  isn't  a  real  estate  man  in  the  City 
of  Boston  who  won't  tell  you  at  the  present  time 
that  buildings  and  land  cannot  be  sold  for  anything 
near  their  assessed  valuation  because  every  parcel 
of  land  in  this  depression  is  over-assessed  in  the 
entire  City  of  Boston.  I  wonder  if  the  members 
of  the  Council  are  going  to  allow  real  estate  opera- 
tors to  pull  another  fast  one, — $47,000  over  the 
assessed  valuation  for  a  piece  of  land.  I  say  to 
you  and  I  reiterate  the  same  statements  made  in 
this  Council  Chamber  that  the  real  estate  oper- 
ators are  active  again  and  they  are  once  more 
going  down  to  the  City  Treasurer  and  the  poor 
taxpayers  are  going  to  pay  the  bills.  Oh,  during 
this  month  the  people  of  Boston  are  going  to  be 
shocked  when  they  receive  a  notice  their  taxes 
are  going  to  be  raised  and  this  is  just  one  instance 
of  what  has  gone  on  in  the  last  year  and  a  half 
that  has  made  it  possible  for  the  taxes  to  be  raised; 
and  I  for  one,  although  1  will  vote  for  anything 
within  reason  that  will  benefit  the  hospital  condi- 
tion in  our  city,  I  cannot  sit  still  and  allow  a  group 
of  three  real  estate  operators  in  the  town  who 
have  cleaned  up  from  the  golf  links  and  Charles 
street  and  the  East  Boston  deal  and  several  other 
deals,  to  pocket  .$47,000  more.  1  say  to  you, 
Mr.  President,  and  to  the  members  of  this  Council 
that  if  this  land  is  assessed  for  $78,000,  it  is  not 
worth  one  penny  over  S60.000. 

Coun.  BUSH — I  want  to  point  out  that  the  city 
sold  that  property  fifty-four  years  ago  at  better 
than  $78,000.  I  don't  think  it  requires  any 
further  comment. 

Coun.  DOWD — I  am  not  worrying  about  what 
the  city  sold  it  for  fifty-four  years  ago  or  three 
hundred  years  ago.  We  are  living  in  the  present 
era  and  must  take  conditions  as  they  are  and  if 
there  is  any  gentleman  in  this  Council  that  owns 
a  piece  of  real  estate  property  he  knows  that  it 
is  over-assessed  and  if  we  allow  this  to  go  through 
it  is  nothing  but  another  deliberate  steal. 

Coun.  FITZGERALD— With  reference  to  this 
order,  I  do  not  propose  to  vote  on  this  proposition 
until  I  am  possessed  of  more  information  with 
reference  to  it.  I  realize  full  well  that  my  vote 
won't  make  any  difference  as  no  doubt  the  usual 
procedure  will  be  followed  here;  but  I  am  amazed 
that  any  member  should  sit  here  today  and  vote 
for  this  proposition.  There  is  some  reason  this  is 
put  in  here  and  it  is  put  in  here  for  the  purpose 
of  benefiting  certain  individuals.  There  is  no 
question  about  that.  I  don't  say  they  are  the 
same  people  who  have  been  totally  identified  in 
the  past.  I  think  if  the  councilor  from  Roxbury 
will  examine  he  will  probably  find  there  is  another 
element  that  has  entered  into  this  proposition, 
and  I  suppose  they  don't  want  to  have  it  all  go 
one  way;  a  kind  of  shuffling  of  the  cards.  So 
far  as  I  am  concerned,  I  know  this  property  isn't 
worth  anywhere  near  $78,000,  and  they  have  been 
very  anxious  to  get  rid  of  this  property  for  a  long 
time,  and  there  is  a  very  good  reason  for  it,  and 
if  they  got  $50,000  for  this  piece  of  property  they 
could  consider  themselves  very  fortunate  and  lucky 
as  well  as  the  man  who  was  so  vitally  interested  in 
the  East  Boston  project  who  came  into  the  Mayor's 
office  the  other  day  and  expressed  great  surprise; 
hadn't  even  seen  the  bill,  and  didn't  know  now 
whether  he  wanted  his  land  taken,  and  strenuously 
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objected.  He  hadn't  seen  the  plans  and  it  would 
destroy  his  land,  his  land  on  the  water,  and  he 
expressed  great  surprise;  and  no  doubt  we  are 
in  the  same  position  here  today.  Some  people  are 
greatly  surprised.  It  is  only  one  question  after 
another  here;  meeting  after  meeting  we  get  these 
propositions.  There  is  very  little  explanation 
made  of  them.  They  come  in.  It  is  very  hard 
to  vote  against  a  proposition  where  the  hospitals 
are  concerned  It  is  hard.  No  doubt,  the  com- 
mittee must  accept  the  information  given  to  them, 
but  there  are  other  people  here  who  if  they  stopped 
to  consider  and  made  a  thorough  investigation 
would  find  out  about  these  things.  Now  this 
matter  ought  to  be  defeated.  It  should  not  be 
allowed  to  go  through  here  today  under  any 
conditions;  but  the  members  of  this  Council  vote 
for  every  proposition  that  comes  in — going  and 
jumping  over  several  pieces  of  property,  going 
across  the  street  and  taking  the  Curtis  &  Pope 
lumber  yard.  The  lumber  business  is  quiet  at  the 
present  time.  It  is  very  nice  to  get  $125,000  for 
that  land;  very  easy.  We  all  know  there  is  not 
a  great  deal  of  building  going  on  and  things  are 
not  as  good  as  they  might  be,  so  the  City  of  Boston, 
being  very  generous,  comes  in  and  takes  this  land 
off  their  hands.  I,  for  one,  will  not  vote  for  this 
proposition. 

Coun.  NORTON — I  make  a  motion  to  lay  it  on 
the  table  until  we  obtain  further  information  on 
this  project. 

Coun.  BUSH— The  trustees  did  say  this:  They 
said  they  had  the  rest  of  this  hospital  appropria- 
tion available  for  the  purpose  of  putting  on  these 
new  buildings  on  the  main  lot;  that  they  haven't 
the  room  to  place  these  new  buildings,  and  cannot 
go  ahead  with  the  hospital  program  and  cannot 
make  any  further  progress  until  they  clear  the 
ground  on  the  main  lot  and  the  only  way  they  can 
do  that  is  to  move  the  laundry  and  the  pathological 
building  from  the  main  lot  on  to  this  other  lot, 
Until  this  is  done  they  cannot  go  ahead  with  the 
main  hospital  program  and  that  is  the  reason  they 
want  it  done  as  soon  as  possible. 

President  McGRATH — The  question  is  on  the 
motion  of  Councilor  Norton  that  the  matter  be  laid 
on  the  table. 

The  motion  to  lay  on  the  table  was  lost. 
Coun.  NORTON— It  is  very  hard  to  under- 
stand why  we  should  pass  an  appropriation  for 
the  extension  of  the  Boston  City  Hospital.  I 
feel  that  if  it  is  to  be  expanded,  it  should  be  ex- 
panded along  a  parallel  line  and  take  in  the  prop- 
erty now  known  as  the  Boston  Homeopathic 
Hospital.  There  might  be  an  interesting  story  if 
the  Council  is  to  appropriate  this  money  as  to 
why  the  Boston  Homeopathic  Hospital  property 
was  considered  right  up  until  the  last  moment  and 
then  dispensed  with.  From  a  hospital  standpoint 
I  believe  the  City  of  Boston  should  build  a  solid 
unit  from  Massachusetts  avenue  clear  down  past 
the  Immaculate  Conception  Church  and  have  one 
hospital  unit.  What  we  are  doing  in  this  case  is 
going  across  the  street.  We  are  placing  between 
the  segments  of  the  main  hospital  one  of  the  most 
traversed  arteries  of  travel, — a  noisy  place.  I 
know  the  night  Senator  Twohig  was  taken  to  the 
hospital,  I  went  down  there  at  midnight  and  he 
was  on  the  fourth  Boor.  I  went  to  Doctor  Dowling 
and  said,  "Isn't  there  a  place  in  the  world  to  put 
this  boy  except  where  those  trucks  and  auto 
cars  all  night  long  are  screeching  their  brakes  at 
Albany  street  and  Massachusetts  avenue,"  and 
the  next  day  he  was  transferred,  but  only  after 
they  got  some  of  the  pneumonia  experts  in  the 
City  of  Boston  to  express  an  opinion  that  trans- 
ferring a  pneumonia  patient  is  not  detrimental 
provided  he  is  kept  in  the  same  temperature. 
But  the  point  is,  we  are  going  across  the  street  to 
a  party  who  has  a  favored  piece  of  land  to  sell 
the  city  to  extend  our  hospital  facilities  when  right 
through  the  main  section  of  our  hospital  will  be 
Albany  street.  It  is  as  the  colleague  from  West 
Roxbury  said  here, — it  is  a  tough  corner.  Well, 
the  colleague  from  Roxbury  talks  about  fifty-four 
years  ago  it  being  sold  to  the  city, — sold  by  the 
city.  Well,  let  us  take  that  line  of  argument — 
fifty-four  years  ago  up  in  that  channel  property 
was  worth  about  double  what  it  is  worth  today; 
fifty-four  years  ago  property  in  the  East  Boston 
section,  on  the  waterfront,  was  worth  just  double 
what  it  is  worth  today.  Just  take  a  panoramic 
view  of  the  East  Boston  waterfront  and  ask 
yourself  how  much  is  that  property  worth  com- 
pared with  when  it  was  the  leader  in  the  days  of 
clipper  ships  renowned  throughout  the  world ; 
fifty-four  years  ago  the  City  of  Boston  sold  that 


piece  of  property  for  so  many  thousand  and  I 
doubt  if  it  is  worth  half  what  they  got  for  it,  today. 
If  you  will  give  us  time  we  will  bring  in  here 
opinions  from  Hugh  Wynne,  Health  Commissioner 
of  New  York,  and  Doctor  Rosenau  of  Harvard, 
and  we  will  even  go  to  the  Mayo  Brothers  and  we 
will  get  a  report  that  a  main  artery  running 
between  the  main  buildings  of  a  hospital  is  not  a 
proper  hospital  condition. 

On    motion  of    Coun.    LYNCH  the  order  was 
referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 


LEASING  OF  AUSTIN  SCHOOL. 

Coun.  DONOVAN  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  School  Committee  be,  and 
hereby  is,  authorized,  in  the  name  and  behalf  of 
the  city,  to  lease  to  the  Major  P.  J.  Grady  Camp 
No.  3,  United  Spanish  War  Veterans,  the  Austin 
School,  Paris  street.  East  Boston,  upon  such  terms 
and  conditions  as  the  said  committee  shall  deem 
advisable. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


SCREENING  AT  PARIS  STREET  PLAY- 
GROUND. 

Coun.  DONOVAN  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Park  Commission  be  re- 
quested, through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  place 
a  screening  at  the  Paris  Street  Playground  high 
enough  to  protect  adjacent  property,  and  to 
allow  the  playing  of  ball  at  said  playground. 
Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


SCREENING  AT  AMERICAN  LEGION 
PLAYGROUND. 

Coun.  DONOVAN  offered  the  following- 
Ordered.  That  the  Park  Commission  be  re- 
quested, through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  place 
screening  at  the  American  Legion  Playground, 
Ward  1,  high  enough  to  protect  adjacent  property 
from  damage  by  batted  balls. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule 


SUPPLEMENTARY     BUDGET    RECOM- 
MENDATIONS. 

Coun.  COX,  for  Coun.  Curtis,  chairman,  sub- 
mitted a  report  of  the  Committee  on  Appropria- 
tions, to  whom  was  referred  (July  13)  message  of 
the     Mayor,     concerning    supplementary    budget 

recommendations   for   the   financial   year   1931, 

recommending  the  adoption  of  the  budget  and 
the  passage  of  the  necessary  orders. 

The  report  was  accepted,  and  the  question  came 
on  its  passage. 

Coun.  WILSON— Do  I  understand  that  is  the 
unanimous  sentiment  of  the  Appropriations  Com- 
mittee,— the  chairman  being  absent? 

Coun.  COX — Yes,  the  unanimous  report. 

Coun.  DO  WD — What  report  is  submitted  by 
the  councilor,  please? 

President  McGRATH— The  clerk  will  read  the 
report. 

Coun.  FITZGERALD— I  would  like  to  ask  the 
clerk  to  read  with  reference  to  this  temporary 
employees'  appropriation,  is  that  included  in 
there? 

President  McGRATH— I  am  informed  that 
there  was  S30.000  appropriated  for  the  Sanitary 
Department  for  temporary  employees. 

Order  passed,  yeas  20;  nays  0. 


SIDEWALK     ON     ANAWAN     AVENUE. 

Coun.  COX  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  make  a  sidewalk  along  Anawan  avenue 
(both  sides),  from  Belgrade  avenue  to  New  York 
New  Haven  &  Hartford  Railroad,  Ward  20,  in 
front  of  the  estates  bordering  thereon;  said  side- 
walk to  be  from  3  to  10  inches  above  the  gutter 
adjoining,  to  be  from  5  to  12  feet  in  width,  and 
to  be  built  of  artificial  stone,  with  granite  edge- 
stones,  under  the  provisions  of  chapter  196  of  the 
Special  Acts  of  1917. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 
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SIDEWALK  ON  CHURCH  STREET. 

Coun.  COX  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  make  a  sidewalk  along  Church  street  (west 
side),  from  Centre  street  to  Parkway  and  from 
Sidley  road  to  Weld  street,  Ward  20,  in  front 
of  the  estates  bordering  thereon;  said  sidewalk  to 
be  from  3  to  10  inches  above  the  gutter  adjoining, 
to  be  from  5  to  12  feet  in  width,  and  to  be  built  of 
artificial  stone,  with  granite  edgestones,  under  the 
provisions  of  chapter  196  of  the  Special  Acts  of 
1917. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


SIDEWALK  ON  EVERETT  STREET. 

Coun.  MURRAY  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  make  a  sidewalk  along  Everett  street  (both 
sides),  from  Elm  street  to  Call  street  and  Call 
street  in  front  of  45  and  47,  Ward  19,  in  front 
of  the  estates  bordering  thereon;  said  sidewalk 
to  be  from  3  to  10  inches  above  the  gutter  adjoining, 
to  be  from  5  to  12  feet  in  width,  and  to  be  built  of 
artificial  stone,  with  granite  edgestones,  under  the 
provisions  of  chapter  196  of  the  Special  Acts  of 
1917. 
Passed  under  suspenson  of  the  rule. 


SIDEWALK  ON   SHELDON   STREET. 

Coun.  MURRAY  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  make  a  sidewalk  along  Sheldon  street  (both 
sides),  from  Cummins  Highway  to  Prospect 
street,  Ward  19  in  front  of  the  estates  bordering 
thereon;  said  sidewalk  to  be  from  3  to  10  inches 
above  the  gutter  adjoining,  to  be  from  5  to  12  feet 
in  width,  and  to  be  built  of  artificial  stone,  with 
granite  edgestones,  under  the  provisions  of  chapter 
196  of  the  Special  Acts  of  1917. 
Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


TRAFFIC   SIGNAL,   WARD    19. 

Coun.  MURRAY  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Traffic  Commissioner  be 
requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to 
install  an  automatic  traffic  signal  at  the  junction 
of  South  Huntington  avenue,  Centre,  Boylston 
and  Moraine  streets,  Ward  19. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


ACCEPTANCE  OF  CRANSTON  STREET. 

Coun.  MURRAY  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,   That   the   Board    of   Street   Commis- 
sioners   be    requested,    through    his    Honor    the 
Mayor,   to  accept  and   lay   out   Cranston   street, 
Ward  19,  as  a  public  highway. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


ASPHALT  FOR   DRIVEWAYS,   NEW 
DORCHESTER  HIGH  SCHOOL. 

Coun.  NORTON  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  be  re- 
quested to  inform  the  Council  as  to  the  peculiar 
nature  of  the  asphalt  specifications,  in  bids  opened 
July  30,  1931,  for  the  driveways  at  the  new  Dor- 
chester High  School  for  Boys. 

Coun.  NORTON — I  understand  the  specifica- 
tions calling  for  asphalt  were  of  such  a  nature  on 
the  new  Dorchester  High  School  for  Boys  that 
no  chemist  in  Massachusetts  was  able  to  identify 
them  whatever  with  the  asphalt  specifications  as 
commonly  known.  The  state  chemist  was  unable 
to  identify  them.  Chemists  for  the  Standard 
Oil  and  Beacon  Oil  were  unable  to  identify  those 
particular  specifications  and  I  am  especially  inter- 
ested in  finding  out  what  it  is  the  City  of  Boston 
has  discovered  regarding  asphalt  which  the  United 
States  Government,  through  the  Bureau  of  Roads, 
in  the  thousands  of  specifications  it  has  for  asphalt 
has  been  unable  to  find  out.  1  want  to  know 
whether  it  is  so  that  one  company,  the  Amiesite 
Company — I   never   heard   of   it,    but   apparently 


it  is  a  good  company — the  colonel  says  it  is  a  big 
outfit — it  must  be — receives  $7.50  a  ton  for  its 
material  delivered.  In  this  particular  case,  the 
low  bidder  submitted  a  bid  of  83,150.  but  this  bid- 
der was  thrown  out  of  the  job  and  the  job  was 
given  to  one  who  bid  $4,335.  Surely,  at  a  time 
when  we  have  reduced  our  weekly  amounts  to  the 
poor,  for  a  family  of  ten  to  $15  a  week,  an  amount 
lower  than  even  the  city  of  Detroit  allows,  since 
Detroit  pays  the  rent,  we  should  not  be  squander- 
ing the  city's  money  on  favorite  contractors. 
We  are  interested  in  knowing  why  these  peculiar 
asphalt  specifications. 

Order  passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


REQUEST   OF   DEPARTMENT   OF    PUBLIC 
WELFARE. 

Coun.  NORTON  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Boston  City  Council,  through 
his  Honor  the  Mayor,  request  the  Department  of 
Public  Welfare  to  grant  to  an  unemployed  worker 
the  amount  of  $20  per  week,  where  he  has  five 
children,  himself  and  wife,  making  seven  all  told, 
or  a  larger  number  of  children,  dependent  upon 
him. 

Coun.  NORTON— It  might  be  well  for  the 
colleagues  to  keep  in  mind  when  appropriating 
these  tremendous  sums  of  money  for  strandways 
along  the  waterfront,  and  playgrounds,  that  we 
have  reduced  by  25  per  cent  the  unemployed 
obtaining  relief  from  the  Welfare  Department  of 
the  City  of  Boston.  With  one  sweep  we  said  to 
the  family  of  eight  children  and  the  father  and 
mother,  "You  can  only  have  about  24  cents  a 
day  to  live  on."  That  is  less  than  Detroit, — up 
against  it, — going  to  remove  their  Mayor  Frank 
Murphy,  on  this  unemployment  relief  problem. 
That  is  less  than  the  city  of  Detroit  today  is  giving, 
Detroit,  facing  one  of  the  most  acute  problems  of 
any  municipality  in  America,  due  to  the  peculiar 
local  conditions  there  accentuated  by  the  Ford 
Company,  the  great  philanthropic  gentleman, 
with  one  of  the  greatest  American  industries; 
asks  all  who  want  positions  to  come  to  Detroit 
and  then,  according  to  the  press,  turns  the  hose 
on  them.  Detroit  is  giving  today  more  than 
we  are  giving  to  our  unemployed.  This  order  is 
merely  asking  the  Mayor  of  Boston  to  request 
the  Overseers  of  the  Public  Welfare  where  there 
are  five  children  and  mother  and  father  to  increase 
that  amount  to  what  it  was  a  year  ago,  $20  a  week. 

Coun.  KELLY — I  wish  to  rise  to  make  a  cor- 
rection in  Councilor  Norton's  remarks,  inasmuch 
as  he  made  a  statement  in  the  course  of  his  remarks 
that  we  made  the  order  to  the  Board  of  (Overseers 
of  the  Public  Welfare  to  cut  every  unfortunate  s 
allowance  at  least  25  per  cent. 

Coun.  NORTON — I  will  ask  the  stenographer 
there  whether  I  made  such  a  statement;  whether 
1  am  in  error. 

Coun.  KELLY— You  did.  Will  the  stenog- 
rapher kindly  read  the  remarks  of  Councilor 
Norton? 

(Remarks  of  Councilor  Norton  read  by  the 
stenographer.) 

Coun.  KELLY — I  just  wanted  to  clear  this  up 
on  the  record.  I  am  sure  that  the  councilor  from 
Hyde  Park  will  agree  that  1  have  cleaned  it  up  in 
the  record.  1  know  there  is  not  a  member  of  this 
Council  composed  of  twenty-two  members  who 
comes  in  contact  with  the  poor  unfortunates  of 
their  ward  at  their  homes,  night  and  day,  and  see 
these  poor  unfortunates  come  up  and  sob  and 
tell  how  they  have  been  cut  off  25  per  cent.  I 
know  that  the  councilor  wanted  me  to  correct  it 
when  he  made  that  erroneous  remark  that  we,  the 
City  Council,  made  such  an  order,  or  approved 
such  an  order.  I  say  that  there  is  only  one  person 
in  Boston  that  made  that  particular  order,  and 
on  his  shoulders  rests  the  blame  for  these  unfor- 
tunate widows  and  children  who  have  been  de- 
prived of  the  opportunity  to  live  decently.  The 
Mayor  of  Boston  made  that  particular  order  and 
it  did  not  come  before  this  City  Council  and  so  1 
say,  Mr.  Mayor,  you  are  responsible  for  this 
hardship  incurred  by  these  poor  unfortunate 
people  who  have  seen  better  days;  let  it  rest 
where  it  belongs,  on  the  Mayor  of  Boston,  who  is 
continuing  these  foolish  expenditures  and  cutting 
down  these  poor  unfortunates. 

Coun.  NORTON — I  will  have  to  accept  what 
the  colleague  from  Dorchester  states  by  my  inter- 
pretation of  "we."  1  am  in  a  peculiar  position. 
Technically  I  mean  the  City  of  Boston  by  "we." 
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CITY    COUNCIL. 


I  mean  the  City  of  Boston  had  reduced  the  allow- 
ance to  the  unemployed.     It  is  true  this  Council 
had  nothing  to  do  with  cutting  that  amount  and 
I  am  sure  they  never  would  have  voted  to  cut  it. 
Order  passed  under  suspension  of  rules. 


RE-SUBMISSION  OF  EAST  BOSTON 
STRANDWAY   BILL. 

Coun.  NORTON  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Mayor  of  Boston  be  re- 
quested to  re-submit  to  the  Boston  City  Council 
the  so-called  million  dollar  East  Boston  Strandway 
bill,  since  many  of  the  councilors  believed  they 
were  voting  merely  to  accept  the  legislative 
enactment,  not  to  appropriate  the  million  dollars, 
because  of  the  phraseology  used. 

Coun.  NORTON — I  have  read  a  long  discussion 
from  the  Corporation  Counsel  stating  specifically 
and  giving  certain  annotations  to  the  effect  that 
the  East  Boston  Strandway  Act,  so  called,  being 
chapter  427  of  the  Acts  of  1931,  has  been  legally 
accepted  by  the  City  Council  and  is  now  authorized 
by  law,  since  approval  has  been  made  by  his 
Honor  the  Mayor.  However,  the  fact  remains 
that  many  of  the  councilors  in  this  body  felt 
that  they  were  merely  voting  at  that  time  not  to 
appropriate  the  million  dollars,  but  to  accept  the 
bill.  Psychologically,  it  was  handled  beautifully. 
For  a  number  of  weeks  here  we  had  the 
question  come  up  as  to  its  acceptance,  and 
I  as  a  new  member  was  of  the  understanding 
that  the  bill  had  to  be  accepted  first.  After 
reading  over  this  particular  bill,  section  4  appeared 
to  mean  that  the  bill  would  have  to  have  two 
readings  here  in  the  Boston  City  Council.  The 
Corporation  Counsel  has  ruled  that  this  was  an 
appropriation  of  money  not  by  the  City  Council 
bu  t  by  the  Legislature  of  Massachusetts.  It  is 
very  hard  to  understand  just  why  certain  bills 
should  have  to  be  passed  here  on  two  readings  and 
others  should  not  be.  On  this  particular  bill  a 
number  of  colleagues  here  were  anxious  to  discuss 
it.  They  were  not  given  that  opportunity.  The 
bill  was  passed  without  them  knowing  that  the 
million  dollars  was  being  appropriated  by  their 
vote.  One  colleague  states  that  we  were  caught 
off  first  base,  therefore  we  are  out.  Well,  in 
playing  the  game  of  baseball  you  generally  know 
where  the  ball  is  all  the  time.  You  at  least  have 
an  umpire  there,  but  in  this  peculiar  game,  with 
this  phraseology  used,  I  don't  think  the"re  is  a 
colleague  in  this  Council  but  would  like  to  see  it 
go  through  fairly,  including  the  Mayor  himself. 
I  have  no  doubt  but,  if  that  order  was  debated 
here  for  ten  years  it  would  eventually  go  through. 
The  effect  of  my  standing  here  today  is  for  one 
reason.  It  is  to  attempt  in  some  measure  to  stop 
the  building  of  this  road  at  a  time  when  we  cannot 
afford  the  expenditure.  I  hope  that  before  he 
goes  through  with  it  the  Mayor  of  Boston  will 
do  on  this  strandway  proposition  what  he  did  on 
the  Governor  Island  proposition  after  it  was 
passed  through  this  body,  turned  around  and  said, 
"No,  General  Fox  Conner,  no,  Mr.  War  Depart- 
ment, the  City  of  Philadelphia  wanted  Hogg 
Island;  your  terms  were  too  great.  The  City  of 
Los  Angeles  wanted  the  Island  of  Catalina.  You 
expected  too  much.  We  do  not  want  them."  1 
hope  he  will  say  the  same  thing  on  the  mud  flats 
of  East  Boston  when  we  have  cut  the  poor  25 
per  cent  and  are  unable  to  take  care  of  the  poor 
children  of  the  city  today,  but  spend  $1,000,000 
for  a  luxury  that  starts  in  a  playground  and  ends 
in  a  coal  yard  away  over  on  the  East  Boston  flats, 
with  the  streets  in  your  Boston  section  in  a  bad 
condition  and  your  main  arteries.  My  sister 
when  she  wants  to  buy  will  go  where  there  is  no 
policeman  after  her  with  a  tag;  where  she  doesn't 
read  the  fights  between  the  police  and  the  Traffic 
Commissioner;  where  she  doesn't  see  in  front 
of  her  continually  these  big  headlines  of  cars 
being  tagged  and  people  being  arrested  for  viola- 
tion of  the  law  and  court  action.  When  you  go  to 
one  of  these  suburbs  of  beautiful  stores,  you  are 
welcomed  by  the  police  officer  and  they  are  glad 
to  have  you  come  there.  He  knows  his  salary 
is  being  paid  by  the  people  who  come  there.  Our 
proposition  in  Boston  is  not  to  spend  a  million 
dollars  on  the  road  when  we  haven't  the  money; 
eighty-odd  thousand  taxpayers  here.  Our  problem 
is  to  try  and  save  our  taxable  valuation  here  at 
the  Parker  House  and  down  at  Filene's  corner. 
It  is  gone  in  Scollay  square.  Our  attempt  should 
be   to  save   this  traffic  situation  so  people   will 


want  to  come  into  Boston.  There  are  20  per  cent 
less  people  at  Filene's  corner  and  Washington 
street  today  than  ten  years  ago.  Does  that  show 
the  ebb  of  the  tide?  Take  Scollay  square  property 
down  here  a  few  years  ago,  your  Riker-Jaynes 
drug  store  at  Adams  square.  Now  see  the  way  she 
is  sweeping  up.  You  can  buy  one  of  those  pieces 
of  property  today  for  half  what  it  would  cost 
twenty  years  ago;  yet,  we  are  going  to  spend  a 
million  dollars  on  the  East  Boston  Strandway. 
I  know  my  words  will  have  no  effect,  but  they 
are  going  in  that  record  there  and  records  live 
and  individuals  pass  on. 

Coun.  WILSON — I  don't  think  the  councilor 
from  Hyde  Park  should  apologize  for  being  one  of 
the  younger  members  of  the  Council  because  that 
old  timer  in  Boston,  Rabbit  Maranville,  got  caught 
with  the  moth-eaten  hidden  ball  trick  not  many 
weeks  ago.  I  am  under  the  impression  it  doesn't 
do  much  good  to  fight  about  the  third  strike  in 
baseball  unless  the  catcher  drops  the  ball.  In  this 
case  the  catcher  didn't  drop  the  ball  because,  in 
I  am  correct,  the  order  has  already  been  signed  by 
the  Mayor  acting  as  catcher  and  notice  has  been 
given  the  Secretary  of  State.     Am  I  correct? 

President  McGRATH— That  is  correct. 

Order  passed  under  suspension  of  the  rules. 


INVESTIGATION  OF  ICE  PRICES. 

Coun.  NORTON  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Boston  City  Council,  through 
his  Honor  the  Mayor,  request  the  Commissioner 
of  the  Necessities  of  Life,  State  House,  Boston, 
to  investigate  the  reason  why  the  Boston  Ice 
Company,  during  the  present  hot  spell,  on  July 
28,  1931,  to  be  exact,  sold  a  fifty-pound  piece  of 
ice  at  Natick,  Mass.,  for  10  cents,  and  at  Forest 
Hills,  Boston,  sold  a  fifty-pound  piece  of  ice  for 
30  cents.  And  why  it  is  that  in  certain  sections, 
at  certain  times,  the  price  is  reduced  from  the 
standard  price  of  60  cents  per  one  hundred  pound 
while  in  others  it  is  increased? 

Coun.  NORTON — During  the  hot  spell  no  one 
suffers  more  than  the  children.  I  went  into  a 
home  in  my  section  where  a  child  was  suffering 
with  asthma.  The  mother  showed  me  the  child's 
milk  for  the  next  morning  in  the  sink  with  no  ice, — 
unable  to  pay  the  price, — she  having  stated  her 
sister  was  buying  ice  at  Natick  for  a  price  about 
one-third  of  what  she  was  asked  to  pay  for  it. 
On  a  particular  day  in  the  two  homes  receipts  were 
obtained  from  the  Boston  Ice  Company  for  fifty 
pounds,  one  at  10  cents  and  the  other  for  30  cents. — 
a  200  per  cent  increase  in  the  midst  of  the  hot 
weather  here.  Should  we  be  interested?  I  know 
the  Boston  Ice  Company  will  tell  you  they  are 
righting  a  competitor  in  Natick.  Well,  in  Brighton 
they  are  selling  it  for  40  cents.  It  is  an  attempt 
to  combine  and  destroy  the  individuals. 

Order  passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


PROTEST  AGAINST  RULING  OF  REG- 
ISTRAR OF  MOTOR  VEHICLES. 

Coun.  GREEN  offered  the  foUowing: 

Resolved,  That  the  Boston  City  Council  pro- 
tests the  ruling  promulgated  by  the  Registrar  of 
Motor  Vehicles  that  anyone  arrested  for  drunken 
driving  although  found  not  guilty  in  court,  "will 
be  penalized  to  the  limit"  by  said  registrar. 

Referred  to  Executive  Committee. 


CONDITIONS  AT  CITY  SQUARE. 
Coun.  GREEN  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Board  of  Street  Commis- 
sioners, the  Boston  Traffic  Commission,  and  the 
Transit  Commission,  be  requested,  through  his 
Honor  the  Mayor,  to  make  a  study  of  the  dan- 
gerous and  congested  conditions  existing  at  City 
square,  Charlestown,  with  a  view  of  remedying 
them  by  the  construction  of  a  large  island  through 
which  the  street  cars  will  pass,  and  to  contain  the 
elevated  stairs,  and  around  which  vehicular 
traffic  will  circle,  and  to  advise  the  City  Council 
the  advisability  and  approximate  cost  of  such 
improvement. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 
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FIELD  HOUSE,  SULLIVAN  SQUARE. 

Coun.  GREEN  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,    That    the    Park    Commission    be    re- 
quested, through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  place 
the  field  house  at  the  Sullivan  Square  Playground 
in  a  suitable  and  sanitary  condition. 
Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


RETAINING  WALL,  NORTH  MEAD  STREET. 
Coun.  GREEN  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,    That    the    Commissioner    of    Public 
Works  be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor, 
to  provide  for  the  erection  of  a  retaining  wall  on 
North  Mead  street,  Ward  2,  at  the  point  where 
earth   was  recently  removed   by  a  contractor,   as 
a  result  of  which  nouses  in  the  immediate  vicinity 
are  seriously  menaced  by  a  landslide. 
Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


REPAVING   GANNETT   STREET. 

Coun.  BUSH  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor, 
to  repave  with  smooth  paving  Gannett  street, 
Ward  12. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


RESTRAINING   DOGS. 

Coun.  BUSH  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  for  the  period  of  sixty  days  from 
the  date  of  the  passage  of  this  order,  all  dogs 
within  the  limits  of  the  City  of  Boston  be  restrained 
from  running  at  large,  and  the  members  of  the 
Police  Force  of  the  City  of  Boston  are  hereby 
authorized  and  empowered  to  make  a  special  service 
upon  the  owner  or  keeper  of  each  dog  within 
the  limits  of  the  city  by  delivering  to  the  owner  or 
keeper  of  such  dog  a  certified  copy  of  this  order. 

Coun.  BUSH — Three  weeks  ago  this  Council 
rejected  a  similar  order  for  ninety  days  for  the 
restraint  of  dogs.  During  this  hot  period,  within 
three  days  after  the  rejection  of  that  order,  Mr. 
President  and  members  of  the  Council,  there  were 
several  children  bitten  in  the  streets  of  Roxbury 
and  Dorchester  by  dogs.  Since  that  period  of 
time,  within  a  week,  five  more  children  of  Rox- 
bury and  Dorchester  were  bitten  by  dogs.  Now 
regardless  of  our  own  personal  opinion  on  this 
matter  we  owe  a  duty  to  the  public  which  we  must 
place  above  our  own  personal  opinion  relative  to 
the  restraining  of  dogs.  If  children  are  going  to 
be  bitten  while  playing  on  the  streets,  then  by  all 
means  I  say  that  the  dogs  ought  to  be  restrained 
and  I  think  the  Council  erred  in  rejecting  this 
order  originally.  There  was  some  controversy  in 
the  editorial  comment  of  the  press  relative  to  this 
matter.  The  Boston  Traveler  printed  an  editorial 
sustaining  the  Council  in  its  action;  on  the  other 
hand,  the  Boston  Transcript  printed  an  editorial 
in  which  they  severely  criticized  the  Council  for 
its  action  in  rejecting  the  order  to  restrain  dogs, 
and  stated  that  as  public  officials  it  was  the  duty 
of  the  City  Council  to  place  their  duty  to  the 
public  above  their  own  personal  opinion  and 
reverse  themselves  and  pass  this  order  to  restrain 
dogs.  There  is  nothing  in  the  way  of  hardship 
placed  upon  the  dogs  in  placing  them  under  the 
restraint  in  accordance  with  this  order.  It  merely 
means  that  while  out  in  the  open  they  must  be 
kept  under  leash  during  that  period  and  this  is 
regardless  of  the  fact  as  to  whether  rabies  or 
hydrophobia  results  from  the  bites  of  these  dogs 
or  not.  As  I  pointed  out  at  the  last  meeting,  it  is 
not  merely  a  question  of  contracting  the  disease 
of  hydrophobia,  or  finding  out  whether  the  dog 
has  rabies.  It  is  the  anxiety  and  suspense  which 
is  caused  to  the  parents  of  a  particular  child  who 
is  bitten,  over  a  period  of  nine  days  to  two  weeks 
before  it  is  determined  whether  the  dog  has  had 
rabies  or  not;  and  it  seems  to  me  that  the  Council 
ought  to  take  this  action  at  this  meeting,  rectifying 
the  error  it  made  at  the  previous  meeting  relative 
to  this  matter. 

Referred  to  Executive  Committee. 


REPAVING  NEWCOMB  STREET. 

Coun.  DOWD  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,    That    the    Commissioner    of    Public 
Works  be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor, 
to  repave  with  smooth  paving  Newcomb  street, 
Ward  8. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


REPAVING  BURGESS  STREET. 

Coun.  DOWD  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,    That    the    Commissioner    of    Public 
Works  be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor, 
to    repave    with    smooth    paving    Burgess    street, 
Ward  8. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


REPAVING  SHARON  STREET. 

Coun.  DOWD  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,    That    the    Commissioner    of    Public 
Works  be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor, 
to   repave    with   smooth   paving    Sharon    street, 
Ward  8. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


REQUEST  OF  MATRON  AT  BOSTON  CITY 
HOSPITAL. 

Coun.  DOWD  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  matron  at  the  Boston  City 
Hospital   be   requested,    through    his    Honor    the 
Mayor,  not  to  compel  the  waitresses  to  buy  another 
style  and  change  of  uniform. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


REQUEST    OF    SOLDIERS'    RELIEF 
COMMISSIONER. 

Coun.  DOWD  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Soldiers'  Relief  Commis- 
sioner be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor, 
to  discharge  immediately  the  temporary  special 
investigator  who  has  been  placed  on  the  pay  roll 
of  the  City  of  Boston,  and  who  resides  in  the  city 
of  Cambridge. 

Coun.  DOWD — I  believe  we  have  all  we  can 
possibly  do  at  the  present  time  to  take  care  of 
Boston  citizens  and  Boston  taxpayers;  but  we 
find  that  we  are  reaching  out  our  long  arm  of 
sympathy  and  charity  and  are  going  to  the  city 
of  Cambridge,  and  on  the  pay  roll  of  the  Soldiers' 
Relief  Department  is  the  name  of  a  certain  indi- 
vidual who  is  appointed  for  ninety  days,  tempo- 
rary period,  residing  in  Cambridge.  Oh,  I  wonder 
what  opportunity  or  what  chance  any  citizen  of 
Boston  has  to  go  to  Cambridge  and  get  placed  on 
the  pay  roll  of  the  city  of  Cambridge,  and  I  am 
asking  the  Mayor  of  Boston  if  he  is  sincere  in  all 
he  says  about  Boston  and  Bostonians  to  discharge 
immediately  the  special  investigator  on  the  tax- 
payers' roll  of  the  City  of  Boston  from  the  city  of 
Cambridge. 

Order  passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


REQUEST   OF   SUPERINTENDENT   OF 
SUPPLIES. 

Coun.  DOWD  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Supplies  be 
requested,    through    his    Honor    the    Mayor,    to 
purchase  all  goods  when  possible  and  when  obtain- 
able in  the  City  of  Boston. 

Coun.  DOWD — Any  remarks  that  I  make  in 
speaking  on  this  order  casts  no  reflection  whatso- 
ever on  the  purchasing  agent  of  the  City  of  Boston, 
whom  I  admire  a  great  deal  for  his  integrity  and 
honesty,  but  I  realize  as  well  as  anybody  else 
does,  he  has  been  appointed  by  the  Mayor  of 
Boston  and,  of  course,  must  carry  out  the  Mayor's 
bidding  and  the  Mayor's  wishes.  If  one  takes  a 
ride  for  forty  or  fifty  miles  through  the  suburbs 
of  Boston  they  are  faced  with  big,  elegant  signs 
which  the  taxpayers  of  the  City  of  Boston  have  to 
pay  for  telling  the  people  from  outside  or  in  Boston 
to  come  to  Boston  and  purchase  everything  you 
desire  in  the  City  of  Boston.     That  to  my  mind  is 
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fine  logic,  very  good  psychology,  if  the  people  who 
do  that  are  sincere  and  carry  out  that  idea.  I 
say  in  the  purchasing  of  supplies,  or  any  material 
that  wherever  possible  they  should  be  bought  in 
the  City  of  Boston,  and  I  was  quite  astounded, 
Mr.  President  and  members  of  this  Council,  when 
I  went  to  the  auditor's  office  to  find  that  despite 
the  fact  that  we  have  in  this  great  city  of  ours 
large  cracker  and  biscuit  factories,  who  are  com- 
pelled to  pay  big  taxes  to  the  City  of  Boston, 
I  was  quite  surprised  and  astonished  that  once 
again  we  are  forgetting  those  promises  to 
Bostonians  and  Boston  taxpayers  and  we  are  going 
to  Chicago  now.  We  are  spreading  out  and  making 
a  nation-wide  affair  in  buying  our  biscuits  and 
our  crackers  in  the  city  of  Chicago.  Well,  the 
Mayor  of  Boston  said  the  other  evening  in  an 
interview  that  he  would  not  commit  himself  on 
any  statement  that  Councilor  Dowd  made. 
Well,  I  think  he  better  come  in  on  that  or  allow 
the  public  to  think  what  they  want  to.  The 
Mayor  of  Boston  goes  around  preaching  Boston, — 
buy  in  Boston, —  and  here  we  find  the  Mayor  of 
Boston  ordering  the  Purchasing  Department  to  go 
as  far  west  as  Chicago  to  buy  crackers  for  our 
city  institutions  and  if  there  is  any  councilor  who 
doubts  my  word,  he  can  go  down  to  the  auditor's 
office,  where  I  got  my  information,  and  where  the 
bills  of  a  certain  cracker  company  are  on  file. 
Now  I  say  to  the  Mayor  of  Boston  that  he  was 
elected  by  the  people  of  Boston;  the  people  of 
Boston  are  paying  him  his  salary.  He  owes  his 
livelihood  to  Boston  and  if  he  is  sincere  it  is  about 
time  he  cut  out  the  hypocrisy  and  about  time  he 
bought  everything  possible  in  the  City  of  Boston. 

Coun.  KELLY — Will  the  councilor  yield  for  a 
question? 

Coun.  DOWD — I  am  sitting  at  the  present;  go 
right  along. 

Coun.  KELLY — I  would  like  to  ask  the  coun- 
cilor the  name  of  the  concern,  who  this  concern 
is  run  by,  if  he  knows, — the  Chicago  concern  he 
speaks  about? 

Coun.  DOWD — Well,  I  didn't  mention  the  name 
of  the  concern  in  my  remarks,  thinking  it  was  not 
necessary,  but  the  fact  the  councilor  has  asked  me, 
I  will  say  the  name  is  the  Bremner  Cracker 
Company  of  Chicago. 

Coun.  KELLY— What  company? 

Coun.  DOWD — I  believe  the  councilor  heard  me 
the  first  time.  If  he  wants  to,  he  can  get  the 
record. 

Coun.  KELLY — Is  that  the  Bremner  who  is  a 
close  friend  of  the  present  Mayor? 

Coun.  DOWD — I  really  couldn't  answer  that 
question,  Mr.  Councilor. 

Order  passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


REQUEST  OF  OVERSEERS  OF  PUBLIC 
WELFARE. 

Coun.  DOWD  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Overseers  of  the  Public  Wel- 
fare be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor, 
not  to  discriminate  against  the  colored  race  in  the 
City  of  Boston  in  making  their  allowances  to  them. 

Coun.  DOWD — I  do  not  propose  to  steal  any 
of  Councilor  Gleason's  thunder.  These  people 
are  not  responsible  for  their  birth  and  race  and 
should  be  treated  with  the  same  courtesy  any 
other  individual  is  treated.  In  the  last. month  or 
two  at  least  thirty  or  thirty-five  colored  people 
who  have  been  down  there  have  been  tossed  around 
as  though  they  didn't  amount  to  anything.  I 
know  the  Mayor  of  Boston  is  going  to  see  that  the 
colored  people  of  Boston  are  going  to  get  the  same 
attention  as  any  other  class  of  people. 

Coun.  GLEASON — I  don't  think  Councilor 
Dowd  has  to  take  care  of  my  district.  I  have  had 
no  complaints  from  any  colored  people  of  any 
discourtesy  they  are  receiving.  They  are  all 
treated  fine  down  there;  from  my  district,  anyway. 

Coun.  RUBY — Repeating  the  statement  made 
by. the  councilor  from  Ward  18  that  records  and 
votes  remain  a  matter  of  public  record,  it  is  well 
for  the  members  of  this  body  to  be  careful  how 
they  voice  their  votes  on  certain  orders  that  are 
presented  to  this  body  because  of  a  personal 
animosity  and  a  personal  ill  feeling,  or  some  per- 
sonal grudge  that  any  one  of  the  members  of  the 
City  Council  may  have  with  any  of  the  depart- 
ment heads  or  its  Chief  Executive  and  because 
of  that  feeling  bring  orders  into  this  body  and 
placing  unconsciously  or  consciously  matters  on 
record  which  may  at  some  time  affect  every  mem- 


ber of  this  Council.  I  am  going  to  vote  against 
this  particular  order  because  I  am  satisfied  from 
my  personal  knowledge  that  there  is  no  discrim- 
ination down  there  in  Chardon  street  whether  the 
person  be  white  or  colored  or  whether  he  be  of 
any  race  or  religious  denomination.  I  have  had 
colored  families  come  to  me  who  live  not  in  the 
councilor  from  Ward  9's  district,  but  Ward  14, 
and  they  have  been  aided  without  any  regard  to 
their  color,  and  the  same  investigation  is  made 
as  is  made  in  their  usual  course  of  the  investiga- 
tion made  in  their  department.  It  is  rather  un- 
fortunate that  we  who  are  trying  to  represent  our 
district  and  our  city,  as  I  individually  see  it,  are 
compelled  to  listen  to  harangues  such  as  we  are 
compelled  to  listen  to  here,  or  are  compelled  to 
read  articles  in  newspapers  by  one  councilor  or 
another  in  his  animosity  or  grievance  against  the 
Chief  Executive,  to  take  it  out  of  the  other  mem- 
bers of  the  Council.  It  is  not  only  unfair,  but 
unjust  and  unreasonable  for  any  member  of  this 
body  to  try  and  advance  himself  at  the  expense  of 
another  member  of  this  Council.  Speaking  for 
myself,  I  do  not  apologize  to  the  councilor  from 
Ward  8  for  any  of  my  actions  on  the  floor  of  this 
body. 

Coun.  DOWD — I  rise  to  a  point  of  order. 

President  McGRATH — The  question  is  on  the 
point  of  order.     State  your  point  of  order. 

Coun.  DOWD — I  simply  want  to  inform  the 
councilor  from  Dorchester  I  never  asked  or  will 
ask  him  for  any  apology. 

President  McGRATH— That  is  not  a  point  of 
order.     Councilor  Ruby  will  now  proceed. 

Coun.  RUBY — We  are  sitting  here  to  do  as  our 
conscience  dictates  to  us,  and  regardless  of  how 
the  councilor  from  Ward  8  feels,  when  I  cast  my 
vote  I  do  it  with  the  full  thought  of  that  obliga- 
tion and  responsibility  that  I  have  towards  not 
only  the  constituents  of  my  district  but  the  entire 
city  and  I  don't  think,  and  I  am  not  ready  to 
admit,  that  there  are  twenty  "Yes"  men  in  this 
body. 

Coun.  KELLY — I  rise  to  a  point  of  order. 

President  McGRATH— Will  the  councilor  state 
his  point  of  order? 

Coun.  KELLY — The  councilor  from  Ward  14 
is  not  talking  on  the  particular  order  introduced 
by  Councilor  Dowd. 

President  McGRATH— The  point  of  order  is  not 
well  taken.  The  gentleman  is  talking  within  the 
scope  of  the  order. 

Coun.  RUBY — I  am  opposed  to  this  order 
because  I  believe  there  is  no  discrimination  at  the 
Board  of  Overseers.  I  believe  each  case  is  handled 
in  the  same  manner  as  any  other  case.  I  believe 
there  may  be  mistakes  made.  It  might  be  possible 
that  one  family  is  not  treated  the  same  as  the 
other,  but  it  won't  be  because  of  discrimination. 
It  might  be  because  of  the  opinion  of  one  visitor 
over  the  opinion  of  another  visitor,  and  for  that 
reason,  Mr.  President,  I  believe  this  order  ought 
not  to  pass. 

Coun.  DOWD — We  have  heard  quite  a  little 
about  discrimination  and  the  councilor  from 
Ward  14  says  there  is  no  discrimination,  and  I  say 
there  is,  and  I  can  prove  it  if  he  is  willing  to  listen 
to  reason,  but,  of  course,  the  whole  trouble  with 
him  is,  anything  that  Councilor  Dowd  presents 
because  he  is  against  the  Mayor  is  not  right. 
Thank  God  I  have  courage  enough  to  stand  up 
here  and  talk  against  the  Mayor.  While  I  was 
with  him  in  his  contest,  the  other  gentleman  was 
not.  Now.  Mr.  President,  if  you  think  it  is  fair 
or  any  member  of  this  Council  thinks  it  is  fair  that 
eight,  nine  and  ten  children  are  receiving  $22  a 
week  and  then  cut  down  to  $15  a  week  and  the 
same  investigator  gives  a  family  of  four  or  five 
children  $15  a  week  in  comparison  with  the 
family  of  eight,  nine  and  ten,  then  I  say  it  is 
unfair  and  I  say  it  is  discrimination,  and  I  further 
say  to  you,  Mr.  President  and  members,  that  if 
families  are  well  liked  and  are  favored  by  certain 
visitors  they  will  get  as  much  as  it  is  possible  to 
give  them.  I  will  say  that,  and  further  that 
individuals  who  are  in  with  the  administration,  if 
that  individual  has  been  cut,  if  they  call  up,  that 
cut  will  be  immediately  restored.  Now  the 
gentleman  from  Dorchester  has  referred  to  some- 
thing about  "Yes"  men.  I  am  not  apologizing 
for  any  statement  that  I  have  made  before  any 
public  gathering.  I  was  called  upon  to  address 
a  real  estate  association  the  other  evening.  Every 
member  of  the  Council  knows  that  in  making 
speeches  they  have  often  been  misquoted.  The 
statement  I  made  is  on  record  in  this  City  Council 
minutes.     I  stated  here  five  or  six  weeks  ago  that 
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if  the  Mayor  of  Boston  sent  up  an  order  to  sell 
the  Boston  Common  the  votes  would  be  "Yes," 
and  I  never  in  my  public  career  said  there  were 
twenty  "Yes"  men  in  this  Council,  because  I 
wouldn't  do  it.  The  records  there  show  what  I 
said.  The  statement  I  made  was  that  if  the 
Mayor  sent  up  an  order  to  sell  the  Boston  Common 
it  would  be  "Yes." 

Coun.  RUBY — I  am  not  disturbed,  Mr.  Presi- 
dent, even  if  the  councilor  from  Ward  8  is  dis- 
turbed. I  believe  if  there  is  discrimination  at  the 
Welfare  Department  or  any  other  department  it 
ought  to  be  corrected,  but  we  ought  to  be  shown 
there  is  that  discrimination.  If  a  family  of  eight 
in  one  section  of  the  city  gets  $20  a  week,  the 
family  in  another  section  ought  to  get  the  same 
amount.  There  ought  to  be  no  discrimination 
or  any  difference  in  the  amount  given  to  the  poor 
of  Boston  regardless  of  where  they  live.  I  have 
always  believed  in  giving  to  the  people  in  need 
as  much  as  possible  to  give  them.  You  cannot 
give  them  enough  because  they  have  a  right  to 
live  as  we  do  even  though  through  unfortunate 
circumstances  they  are  not  in  the  same  position 
we  are.  Every  family  in  the  City  of  Boston  ought 
to  be  taken  care  of.  It  has  been  the  doctrine  of 
my  people  to  take  care  of  its  poor  and  I  know  the 
City  of  Boston,  through  the  Chief  Executive,  is 
anxious  to  take  care  of  every  family  in  need  of  aid 
but  we  ought  not  to  be  getting  these  orders  charg- 
ing discrimination  unless  we  can  be  shown,  and 
I  will  give  the  councilor  from  Ward  8  from  now 
until  midnight  of  my  time  if  he  wants  to  convince 
me.  I  am  not  so  hard  to  convince,  as  he  knows, 
because  a  few  years  ago  he  was  a  client  of  mipe 
and  I  was  not  so  hard  to  convince  at  that  time. 
If  he  can  convince  me  there  is  discrimination, 
whether  it  affects  the  Mayor  of  Boston  or  my  good 
friend,  the  chairman  of  the  Overseers  of  the  Public 
Welfare,  I  will  be  with  him  in  his  desire  to  secure 
for  the  needy  of  Boston  anything  they  are  entitled 
to,  but  because  a  statement  of  discrimination  is 
made  here,  the  other  twenty  of  the  Council  ought 
not  to  be  made  to  believe  it  is  so  simply  because 
the  statement  is  made.  There  have  been  state- 
ments made  which  later  have  been  found  to  be 
incorrect  and  were  corrected  by  the  councilor 
making  these  statements,  and  we  ought  to  be 
convinced  when  asked  to  do  something  with 
reference  to  the  department  heads.  We  bring 
those  department  heads  before  our  Executive 
Board  and  we  ought  to  be  convinced  when  broad 
statements  are  made  by  a  man  who  is  a  member 
of  this  body  wht>  has  continually  made  them. 
It  is  not  a  new  statement  made.  There  have  been 
continuously  statements  made  for  some  time  for 
some  reason  or  another,  that  I  personally  do  not 
care  about,  but  I  want  to  know  what  I  am  voting 
for,  and  I  don't  think  this  order  ought  to  pass. 

Coun.  DOWD — Every  statement  that  I  have 
made  about  the  Welfare  Department  has  been 
absolutely  borne  out,  not  by  my  friend,  but  by 
the  friend  of  the  Mayor,  the  Finance  Commission 
head,  Mr.  Frank  Goodwin,  and  I  advise  the 
councilor  from  Dorchester  to  take  the  City  Record 
and  to  go  through  my  orders  and  my  statements, 
and  read  the  report  of  the  Finance  Commission 
which  bore  me  out  in  every  statement  that  I 
made  about  the  rottenest  department  within  the 
entire  history  of  the  City  of  Boston. 

Coun.  KELLY — I  would  like  to  ask  the  colleague 
from  Dorchester,  having  heard  him  speak  on 
this  order  of  Councilor  Dowd,  since  the  subject 
has  been  brought  up,  and  I  hope  he  will  see  fit  to 
answer  it,  if  he  is  in  favor  of  the  Mayor's  order  to 
the  Overseers  of  the  Public  Welfare  to  cut  every 
poor  unfortunate  family  at  least  25  per  cent. 

Coun.  RUBY — If  the  councilor  had  been  paying 
attention  and  could  understand  the  English 
language,  and  I  think  I  speak  the  English  language, 
I  said  I  am  in  favor  of  every  family  getting  as 
much  as  the  city  can  afford  to  give  them  and  if 
there  are  cuts  to  be  made  it  ought  not  to  be  made 
in  the  Department  of  Public  Welfare.  That  is 
the  last  place  to  save  money  and  I  hope  that  is 
clear  to  the  councilor  from  Ward  15. 

Coun.  KELLY — I  am  glad  to  see  for  a  change 
that  one  of  the  men  who  has  been  going  along  on 
all  kinds  of  propositions  the  Mayor  has  sent  in 
here  has  admitted  for  the  public  record  that  his 
own  Mayor,  James  M.  Curley,  is  wrong  for  once. 
Coun.  RUBY — I  don't  think  1  dignify  the  entire 
body  when  I  rise  at  this  time  to  correct  the  state- 
ment made  by  the  councilor  from  Ward  15  who 
would  hke  to  have  the  members  and  the  gallery 
believe  I  agree  with  him.  That  is  the  last  thing 
1  want  to  do,  because  I  have  no  animosity  with 


anybody  and ,  as  I  said  before,  cast  my  vote  on 
matters  as  I  see  it.  1  am  not  ready  to  admit  that 
the  Mayor  of  Boston  is  wrong.  On  the  contrary 
I  am  ready  to  admit  that  the  Mayor  of  Boston  is 
equally  as  smart  as  the  councilor  from  Ward  15, 
and  a  great  deal  smarter  than  the  councilor  from 
Ward  14,  and  as  Chief  Executive  of  this  city  he 
has  as  much  right  to  his  opinion  in  the  conduct  of 
his  duties  as  has  my  colleague  from  Ward  15  in 
his  voting  in  this  body  and  1  do  not  admit,  as  the 
councilor  from  Ward  15  would  have  me  admit, 
that  I  am  superior  in  any  way  or  that  my  good 
friend  is  superior  in  any  way  than  the  man  who 
occupies  that  dignified  position  as  ChieLExecutive 
of  our  city. 

Coun.  MAHONEY — Mr.  President,  being  one 
of  the  "yes"  men  of  this  body  for  the  past  year 
and  a  half  I  want  to  say,  some  few  years  ago  I 
decided  to  run  for  the  Boston  City  Council,  some- 
thing like  six  years  ago.  I  came  in  here  under  a 
Republican  administration  with  a  Republican 
Mayor,  Malcolm  E.  Nichols,  and  I  came  here  for 
four  years  and  was  one  of  the  four  men  who  sat 
here  under  a  Republican  administration  voting 
continuously  against  it  for  the  simple  reason  that 
they  were  not  doing  anything  for  my  district; 
and  1  say  it  is  laughable  at  times  to  sit  here  and 
listen  to  some  of  the  different  councilors.  Let 
me  take  you  back  to  a  couple  of  years  ago  when 
Henry  Parkman  was  chairman  of  the  Committee 
on  Appropriations,  when  I  was  a  member  of  the 
same  committee,  when  they  cut  the  budget  two 
hundred  and  some-odd  thousand  dollars,  when 
the  Republican  Mayor  of  Boston  snapped  the 
whip  downstairs  and  overruled  the  Committee  on 
Appropriations.  If  his  Honor  the  Mayor  said, 
"Sell  the  Boston  Common,"  so  long  as  his  Honor 
the  Mayor  wants  $200,000  for  a  strandway, 
$350,000  for  a  new  fire  house,  Columbus  Park, 
L  Street  Bath,  improvements  in  the  streets,  if 
he  wants  to  sell  the  Boston  Common,  I  would 
gladly  vote  for  it. 

Coun.  NORTON— I  will  not  vote  to  sell  the 
Boston  Common,  Mr.  President.  1  have  card 
here  510  issued  by  the  Welfare  Department  where 
the  boy  has  not  eaten  since  a  week  ago  last  Friday. 
I  didn't  want  to  bring  him  here  and  give  him 
publicity.  I  don't  think  it  is  fair.  It  is  only  one 
of  the  many  cases  that  come  to  our  attention. 
The  unfortunate  part  of  all  this  argument  is  there 
is  always  a  certain  amount  of  reason  and  truth 
on  both  sides.  There  is  much  of  reason  in  what 
the  colleague  from  South  Boston  Btates  and  the 
councilors  from  Roxbury  and  Dorchester;  but 
we  have  a  situation  down  there  at  the  Welfare 
Board  which  is  not  altogether  healthy.  I  doubt 
if  there  is  a  city  in  the  country  handling  welfare 
in  an  efficient  manner.  It  is  entirely  new  in  this 
acute  situation.  I  believe  the  Mayor  of  Boston 
needs  a  much  larger  number  of  help.  In  our 
ward  there  are  two  hundred  aged  people  who  have 
made  application  for  the  Old  Age  pension  in  the 
laBt  two  weeks.  No  one  has  yet  visited  them. 
They  tell  me  it  will  be  months  before  this  matter 
is  straightened  out.  It  seems  we  should  have 
enough  temporary  employees  at  the  Welfare  De- 
partment to  take  care  of  the  aged  people  who  are 
asking  now  for  the  Old  Age  pension.  Here  is  a 
man  who  worked  two  days  in  the  City  of  Boston, 
on  the  third  day  presented  himself,  was  sun- 
burned, and  his  wife  went  to  the  local  representa- 
tive and  told  him  her  husband  was  home  in  bed 
and  he  could  send  a  doctor  or  come  himself, — 
wanted  to  show  the  man  was  on  the  level.  The 
result  was  he  has  been  disciplined.  Here  is  a 
card;  kind  of  a  hard  thing  to  eat  for  a  family; 
cannot  eat  that  card,  and  yet  it  is  a  week  ago  last 
Friday  since  they  received  any  aid.  There  are 
hundreds  of  cases  similar  to  this.  Do  I  doubt  it? 
I  feel  the  Mayor  of  Boston  is  not  informed  regard- 
ing this.  I  stated  publicly  before,  I  do  not  think 
there  is  an  individual  more  charitably  inclined 
than  the  Mayor.  We  had  a  youngster  off  the 
"Britannic"  yesterday  at  the  pier;  a  youngster 
who  was  the  head  of  the  Ford  plant  for  a  time. 
I  sent  him  over  to  Jack  O'Hara  and  when  'they 
got  him  on  the  boat  they  said,  we  will  keep  him. 
He  is  a  corking  good  mechanic.  He  was  starved; 
willing  to  do  anything  for  a  piece  of  bread;  edu- 
cated at  Oxford  University;  up  against  it;  round 
the  world;  discharged  by  Great  Britain  after  the 
war  and  sent  to  Australia.  They  cannot  live 
there.  "Well,"  I  said  to  this  youngster,  "I 
don't  know  where  we  are  going  to  get  the  money, 
my  boy.  We  will  send  you  home  some  way,  but 
if  no  one  will  pay  your  way  I  think  the  Mayor  of 
Boston  will  if  I  send  you  up  to  him."  Now  I 
disagreed  with   the  Mayor  on  many  things,  but 
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because  I  disagreed  with  him  on  matters  of  munic- 
ipal policy,  no  reason  to  say  he  is  this,  that,  or 
everything.  That  youngster  will  get  home.  The 
Chief  Executive  of  this  city  will  do  his  portion 
to  send  the  youngster  home.  I  don't  believe  the 
Mayor  knows  about  these  cases.  1  think  the 
coterie  around  him  often  ill-advises  him. 

Coun.  KELLY — I  just  wanted  to  make  an 
answer  to  my  colleague  here.  I  was  glad  to  see 
that  a  fellow  who  has  voted  differently  than  I 
have  a  great  many  times  admitted  as  a  matter  of 
public  record  that  the  Mayor  of  Boston  is  as  smart 
as  I  am  and  smarter  than  himself,  therefore  giving 
me  credit  for  being  a  little  smarter  than  himself, 
but,  of  course,  he  might  have  put  the  word  "  honest" 
in. 

Order  passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


BIDDING   BY   MEAT   CONCERNS. 

Cou,n.  DOWD  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Supplies 
be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to 
allow  all  reliable  meat  concerns  in  the  City  of 
Boston  the  privilege  of  bidding  on  the  city's  busi- 
ness for  the  city's  institutions. 

Coun.  DOWD — The  Purchasing  Department  of 
the  City  of  Boston,  after  all  is  said  and  done,  really 
controls   the   tax   situation   in   this   city   of   ours. 
Last  week,  or  the  last  meeting,  I  said  something 
about  the  Mohawk  Packing  Company,  and  since 
then  I  have  made  further  investigation  into  the 
purchasing  of  meat  by  the  City  of  Boston.     I  find 
that  the   Mohawk  Packing  Company  was  incor- 
porated November  17,  1919.     The  records  at  the 
State  House  show  that  the  following  men  are  the 
incorporators  of  the  Mohawk  Packing  Company: 
Walter    J.    Dolan,    19    Beach    Street,    Winthrop; 
J.    M.    Collins,    233    Southwest,    Maiden;    .Tames 
Rogers,  610  Huron  Avenue,  Cambridge;  last,  but 
not  least,  the  City  Treasurer,  Edmund  L.  Dolan. 
Mr.   President,  it  is  rather   peculiar  that  during 
1928,  under  the  Nichols  administration,  this  con- 
cern received  in  business  from  all  institutions  from 
the  City  of  Boston  the  sum  of  S60.033.37;  and  then 
we  jumped  to  the  present  administration  and  in 
1930  what  do  we  find?     We  find  that  in  1930  the 
Mohawk  Packing  Company  received  the  sum  of 
$275,964.47.     In  1931,  the  sum  of  $174,898.96.     A 
total  in  eighteen  months  of  this  administration  of 
$450,868.43.     What   else   do    we    find?     We    find 
that  outside   of   the   Mohawk  Packing  Company 
that  there  are  only  two  concerns  in  the  City  of 
Boston  who  even  receive  an  invitation  to  bid  on 
the  meat  business  of  the  City  of  Boston.     They 
are  J.  H.  McCarthy  &  Co.,  who  received  $94,260, 
and     Batchelder-Snyder,     $47,067.88.     In     other 
words,    the   Mohawk   Packing   Company   has   re- 
ceived over  400  per  cent  more  than  all  the  com- 
bined individuals  or  concerns  doing  business  with 
the  City  ofJBoston.     Now,  what  is  the  answer  to  it, 
gentlemen?     How  do  they  argue  it  out.     Well,  I 
was  interested  enough  to  go  to  some  of  the  real 
big  concerns  in  the  City  of  Boston, —  bearing  in 
mind  that  the  Mohawk  Packing  Company  buys 
and  sells  on  the  street.     So  I  went  to  the  real  big 
packers  in  Boston  who  pay  tremendous  taxes  to 
the  City  of  Boston,  and  still  this  corporation,  the 
Mohawk  Packing   Company,   composed   of   three 
gentlemen   not  living   in   Boston   whatsoever,   re- 
ceived  the  business.     I  went  to  Armour  &  Co., 
Chamberlain,  Swift  &  Co.,  Wilson  &  Co.,  Child, 
Sleeper  &  Co.,  and  the  Cudahy  Packing  Company, 
and  what  do  you  think  we  found?     Not  any  one 
of  those  concerns  were  even  allowed  the  privilege 
of  placing  a  price   on  the  meat  business  in  the 
entire  City  of  Boston.     Would  you  call  that  dis- 
crimination or  not?     I   think  you  would.     Well, 
what  is  the  answer?     There  was  a  steward  down  at 
one  of  our  institutions  who  was  on  the  job  for  six 
months.     I   guess   he   was  a  little   too  smart,   or 
knew  too  much.     Anyway,  he  was  discharged;  his 
temporary  time  being  up,  no  questions  asked  and 
his   statement   substantiated    my   statement   and 
proved    conclusively   that   we   are   paying   for  our 
meat  25  to  33  J   per  cent  more  than  the  market 
price  daily,  and  getting  what?     We  are  getting  an 
inferior  grade  of  meat  for  the  inmates  at  Long 
Island  and  the  unfortunates  at  the  Boston  City 
Hospital.     Figures  do  not  lie.     The  office  of  the 
secretary  of  State  does  not  lie.     The  City  Charter 
very  plainly  in  Section  8  states  that  no  city  officer 
shall  engage  in  any  contract  unless  he  notified  the 
City  Clerk  and   the  Boston  City  Council  of   his 
interest  in  the  business.     What  is  the  City  Treas- 


urer going  to  tell  you?  He  is  going  to  tell  you 
that  he  has  sold  his  interest  out.  but  who  is  going 
I  believe  him?  He  is  one  of  the  original  incor- 
porators of  the  Mohawk  Packing  Company  and 
contrast  that  with  the  fact  that  they  are  getting 
400  per  cent  more  business  than  the  combined 
other  two  concerns  doing  business  with  the  City  of 
Boston.  And  if  the  statements  which  I  have 
received  are  correct,  and  I  assume  that  they  are, 
the  stewards  of  the  various  institutions  are  going 
to  the  Mohawk  Packing  Company  and  there  they 
pay  the  price.  They  are  told  what  to  pay  for  it, 
and  they  pay  from  25  to  335  per  cent,  and  of  the 
$450,868  that  the  Mohawk  Packing  Company  has 
received  from  the  City  of  Boston  during  the  eigh- 
teen months,  I  publicly  charge  that  $125,000  has 
been  paid  too  much  and  of  the  total  amount  at 
least  $250,000  has  been  absolute  profit  for  the 
Mohawk  Packing  Company,  of  which  Edmund  L. 
Dolan,  the  City  Treasurer  of  the  City  of  Boston, 
is,  to  my  mind,  the  main  owner.  I  say  to  you, 
Mr.  President  and  members  of  this  Council,  that 
if  the  Mayor  of  Boston  is  sincere  and  will  carry 
out  the  provisions  of  the  City  Charter  that  he 
should  remove  immediately  any  department  head 
who  is  a  member  of  any  corporation  doing  busi- 
ness who  did  not  notify  us,  and  I  say  the  City 
Treasurer  has  violated  the  City  Charter  in  being 
incorporated  at  the  State  House  as  one  of  the 
original  incorporators  and  still  on  there  without 
any  change  at  the  State  House  in  the  Secretary 
of  State's  office.  That  is  the  condition  that  is 
existing  at  the  present  time.  It  is  a  fairly  good 
racket  and  the  taxpayers  are  paving  the  bills  all 
the  time,  and  I  will  say  to  you.  Mr.  President, 
and  I  say  to  the  members  of  the  Council,  that 
$150,000.  to  my  mind,  which  has  been  stolen 
represents  one  of  the  reasons  for  the  increase  in 
taxation.  That  $150,000  represents  9  cents  on 
the  taxes  of  the  City  of  Boston.  Oh.  and  he  is 
not  satisfied  with  that.  He  controlled  Quinn  & 
Co.,  electricians  on  Warren  street.  He  has  his 
own  bonding  business  and  places  the  city's  bonds, 
and  he  is  a  Director  of  Celebrations.  He  is  hold- 
ing six  positions.  He  is  making  at  least  $400,000. 
and  no  wonder  he  can  afford  to  have  a  $100,000 
yacht,  but  I  really  do  not  know  how  he  does  it  on 
a  salary  of  $10,000  a  year  as  City  Treasurer. 

Coun.  FITZGERALD— I  think  Councilor 
Dowd  has  made  some  very  serious  charges  here, 
and  I  think  it  is  about  time  the  Council  took  notice 
and  had  a  committee  appointed  to  investigate  and 
find  out  if  the  statements  are  true,  and  if  they  are, 
then  there  should  be  an  investigation,  and  I  don't 
think  this  Council  should  allow  this  matter  to  go 
unnoticed;  and  I  believe  that  a  committee  should 
be  appointed  and  it  should  be  referred  to  an 
executive  committee,  and  a  public  hearing  held. 
These  charges  are  serious  and  if  true  it  is  a  serious 
situation.  The  newspapers  of  this  city  have  seen 
fit.  two  of  them,  to  denounce  the  city  of  New 
York,  denounce  the  Commissioner  of  Standards, 
who  is  now  doing  thirty  days  for  contempt  of 
court  for  refusing  to  answer  where  he  obtained 
$1,000,000.  Let  the  newspapers  forget  New  York 
where  investigations  are  going  on  and  where 
judges  are  being  removed,  and  indictments  made, 
and  men  sent  to  jail  for  malfeasance  in  office.  If 
the  charges  made  are  true  it  is  the  duty  of  the 
newspapers  to  take  the  matter  up.  Now  is  their 
opportunity  to  show  the  people  whether  they 
are  sincere  or  not;  whether  they  mean  we  ought 
to  have  an  honest  government  here.  These 
charges  are  made.  They  are  serious,  and  it  is 
your  duty  now,  and  I  challenge  the  newspapers 
of  this  city  to  take  up  and  investigate  the  charges 
made  by  Dowd. 

Coun.  KELLY — Three  weeks  ago.  there  was 
considerable  laughter  when  I  was  interested  in 
seeing  that  a  man  who  furnished  the  children  of  my 
ward  ice  cream  on  July  4th  was  paid  the  paltry 
sum  of  $240.  At  that  time  I  made  charges  that 
Mr.  Dolan,  the  present  City  Treasurer,  in  a  short 
time  may  be  gazing  into  the  light  or  air  from  the 
Charles  Street  Jail  or  State  Prison,  and  I  promised 
to  divulge  to  this  Council  certain  information 
when  1  had  the  facts,  and  they  are  some  of  the 
facts  that  Councilor  Dowd  has  presented,  and  I 
say  that  it  is  high  time  the  people  of  Boston  got 
on  to  themselves  and  investigated  these  charges 
that  are  going  right  on  with  a  S10.000  employee. 
They  are  illegal.  The  fact  he  didn't  notify  the 
Council  of  his  interest  in  the  contract.  That  is 
enough  malfeasance  of  office  to  cause  his  removal 
and  his  incarceration  in  the  Charles  Street  Jail. 
I  think  this  order  should  be  passed  under  suspension 
of  the  rule. 
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Coun.  NORTON— 1  don't  think  it  should  be 
left  to  the  newspapers.  I  think  the  Executive 
Committee  should  hold  a  public  hearing  on  it. 
The  colleague  from  Roxbury  brought  out  a  point 
I  have  been  laboring  on.  I  asked  the  Super- 
intendent of  Supplies — it  happened  to  be  before 
he  was  sworn  in  as  an  attorney-at-law  a  few 
months  ago, — he  had  passed  the  bar  examination 
and  the  bar  examiners,  headed  by  Hollis  R.  Bailey, 
had  read  of  some  charge  that  was  made  against  the 
Superintendent  of  Supplies  in  the  daily  press, 
with  the  result  that  I  was  asked  my  opinion  as 
to  whether  1  thought  the  Superintendent  of  Sup- 
plies was  personally  interested  in  any  of  this 
so-called  squandering  of  the  people's  money.  I 
said  I  didn't  think  he  received  five  cents  of  wasted 
money.  It  is  unfortunate  he  should  be  in  this 
position  here  where  we  have  to  attack  the  medium 
in  charge.  Now  I  have  an  order  here — and  he 
got  very  sore  with  me.  Because  he  got  sore  with 
me  is  no  reason  why  I  should  get  sore  with  him. 
He  doesn't  answer  my  mail  any  more.  1  have 
asked  the  Superintendent  of  Supplies  half  a  dozen 
times  to  give  me  certain  information,  i  haven't 
even  received  a  reply.  I  had  an  order  here  which 
was  rather  a  forerunner  of  a  similar  order  intro- 
duced by  the  colleague  from  Roxbury  asking  the 
Superintendent  of  Supplies  to  give  us  his  annual 
report.  The  annual  report  was  promised  last 
June.  We  haven't  received  it  as  yet.  It  will 
be  very  interesting  to  check  his  annual  report. 
One  item  there  1  have  spent  some  months  on  is 
the  matter  of  the  price  charged  for  a  certain  kind 
of  meat.  If  my  facts  are  correct,  the  Touraine 
Hotel  for  a  choice  cut  of  beefsteak  isn't  paying 
any  more  than  we  are  paying  for  the  meat  that 
we  give  the  prisoners  at  Deer  Island  that  is  sup- 
posed to  be  A-l.  I  am  watching  for  that  report. 
I  want  that  Superintendent  of  Supplies'  report  we 
have  waited  for  months  for,  but  as  yet  has  not 
come.  Can  you  imagine  the  present  Mayor  of 
the  City  of  Boston  sitting  in  this  Council  with 
another  Mayor  downstairs  favoring  a  few?  If 
you  do,  just  take  the  City  Record  for  when  he  first 
came  to  the  Council  in  1900  and  read  over  what 
the  Mayor  when  he  was  a  member  of  the  City 
Council  had  to  say  about  certain  city  officials. 

Order  passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


GASOLENE  TANK,  HARRISON  AVENUE 
AND   DUDLEY   STREET. 

Coun.  DOWD  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Board  of  Street  Commissioners 
be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to 
reject  the  petition  for  4,500-gallon  gasolene  tank, 
which  is  to  be  heard  on  August  10,  said  tank  to 
be  erected  at  the  corner  of  Harrison  avenue  and 
Dudley  street,  Roxbury. 

Referred  to  Executive  Committee. 


FILLING     OF     PERMANENT     VACANCIES. 

Coun.  DOWD  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  heads  of  all  departments  be 
requested,   through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,   to  fill 
immediately   all  permanent  vacancies  existing  in 
the  personel  of  each  department  at  this  time. 
Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


ADVISABILITY   OF   REORGANIZING 
TRAFFIC   COMMISSION. 

Coun.  DOWD  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,    That    his   Honor    the    Mayor    be    re- 
quested  to    consider   the   advisability   of   entirely 
reorganizing  the  Traffic  Commission. 

Coun.  DOWD — The  order  just  introduced  calls 
on  the  Mayor  of  Boston  to  consider  the  advis- 
ability of  reorganizing  the  entire  Traffic  Commis- 
sion. Councilor  Norton  touched  the  subject,  but 
there  is  no  question  about  it  that  the  traffic  situa- 
tion today  is  worse  than  it  has  been.  I  say  the 
traffic  situation  under  the  old  Board  of  Street 
Commissioners  was  handled  better  than  at  the 
present  time.  Now  no  individual  knows  where  to 
park  his  car  without  being  fearful  of  having  it 
tagged.  I  say  it  is  a  sorry  spectacle  to  have  Police 
Commissioner  Hultman  and  Traffic  Commissioner 
Conry  going  around  nightly  abusing  each  other. 
I  say  Mr.  Hultman  today  has  been  very  dig- 
nified  in   reference   to   his  statements,  while   the 


Traffic  Commissioner  has  been  very,  very  abusive 
against  the  head  of  the  Police  Department  in  the 
City  of  Boston.  They  are  doing  nothing  but  de- 
moralizing the  entire  police  force  and  demoralizing 
the  traffic  situation  in  Boston.  Whether  or  not  it 
is  a  well  conceived  and  contemplated  plan  to  call 
upon  Governor  Ely  to  remove  Hultman  I  know 
not,  but  I  do  know  that  the  Traffic  Commissioner 
and  the  traffic  situation  today  is  in  a  very  serious 
mess  in  the  City  of  Boston. 

Order  passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


ABATEMENT  TO  ADAMS  HOUSE. 

Coun.  DOWD  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Board  of  Assessors  be  re- 
quested, through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  advise 
the  City  Council  whether  any  abatement  has  been 
given  to  the  Adams  House  this  year,  and  if  so  what 
amount  and  for  what  reason  said  abatement  was 
given. 

Coun.  DOWD — The  order  is  one  inquiring 
whether  or  not  any  abatement  has  been  given  to 
the  Adams  House,  and  if  it  has  been  given,  how 
much  abatement  was  given  and  the  reasons  for 
said  abatement. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


EMPLOYEES    HOLDING    TWO   POSITIONS. 

Coun.  DOWD  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  heads  of  all  county  depart- 
ments be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor, 
to  check  up  with  their  employees  with  a  view  of 
determining  whether  there  are  any  such  employees 
who  at  the  present  time  are  holding  down  two 
positions. 

Coun.  DOWD — The  reason  for  presenting  that 
order  is  this:  While  95  per  cent  of  the  city  em- 
ployees have  one  job,  it  has  come  to  my  attention 
that  several  people  are  holding  two  positions  at 
the  present  time  and  in  view  of  the  serious  depres- 
sion, I  feel  that  one  position  is  sufficient  for  any 
one  individual,  and  I  am  asking  the  Mayor  to  check 
up  with  a  view  to  ascertaining  whether  or  not  any 
individuals  in  the  city  employ  are  holding  down 
two  positions. 

Order  passed  under  suspension  of  rule. 


REQUEST   OF   OVERSEERS   OF   PUBLIC 
WELFARE.  ' 

Coun.  DOWD  offered  the  following: 
Ordered.  That  the  Overseers  of  the  Public  Wel- 
fare be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor, 
not  to  discriminate  against  anyone  receiving  public 
aid,  and  to  use  some  discretion  in  making  allow- 
ances   to    families. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


TRANSFER   OF   APPROPRIATIONS. 

President  McGRATH  called  up  No.  9  on  the 
calendar,  viz.: 

9.  Ordered,  That  under  authority  of  chapter 
261  of  the  Acts  of  1893,  the  City  Auditor  be,  and 
hereby  is,  authorized  to  transfer  8812.90  from  the 
appropriation  for  Webster  Avenue  Playground, 
Improvements,  to  the  appropriation  for  Play- 
ground, North  End  district,  vicinity  of  Foster 
place  and  Foster  court. 

On  July  13,  1931,  the  foregoing  order  was  read 
once  and  passed,  yeas  18,  nays  0. 

The  question  came  on  giving  the  order  its  final 
reading  and  passage. 

The  order  was  passed,  yeas  17,  nays  0. 


SIDEWALK   ON   HIGHLAND   AVENUE. 

Coun.  GLEASON  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Works 
make  a  sidewalk  along  Highland  avenue,  both 
sides,  from  Centre  street  to  Linwood  street,  Ward 
9,  in  front  of  the  estates  bordering  thereon;  said 
sidewalk  to  be  from  3  to  10  inches  above  the 
gutter  adjoining,  to  be  from  5  to  12  feet  in  width, 
and  to  be  built  of  artificial  stone,  with  granite 
edgestones,  under  the  provisions  of  chapter  196  of 
the  Special  Acts  of  1917. 
Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 
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CITY   COUNCIL. 


LIGHTING     FACILITIES, 
STREET. 


GARTLAND 


Coun.  ENGLERT  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,    That    the    Commissioner    of    Public 
Works  be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor, 
to  provide  adequate  lighting  facilities  on  Gartland 
street  and  Gartland  avenue,  Ward  11. 
Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


SIDEWALK    ON    CAROLINA    AVENUE. 

Coun.  ENGLERT  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  make  a  sidewalk  along  Carolina  avenue 
(north  side),  from  South  street  to  Call  street, 
Ward  11,  in  front  of  the  estates  bordering  thereon: 
said  sidewalk  to  be  from  3  to  10  inches  above  the 
gutter  adjoining,  to  be  from  5  to  12  feet  in  width, 
and  to  be  built  of  artificial  stone,  with  granite 
edgestones,  under  the  provisions  of  chapter  196 
of  the  Special  Acts'of  1917. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


TRAFFIC     SIGNAL,     FLOOD     SQUARE. 

Coun.  MAHONEY  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Boston  Traffic  Commission  be 
requested,    through    his    Honor    the    Mayor,    to 
install   some  form  of  traffic  signal  at  Flood  square. 
Ward  6. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


REMOVAL   OF   ONE-WAY    RESTRICTIONS, 
EAST   SIXTH   STREET. 

Coun.  MAHONEY  offered  the  foUowing: 
Ordered,   That   the   Traffic   Commission   be   re- 
quested, through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  remove 
the    one-way    restriction    on    East    Sixth    street, 
between  P  street  and  Farragut  road,  Ward  6. 
Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


SIDEWALK  ON  WEST  SEVENTH   STREET. 

Coun.  MAHONEY  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  make  a  sidewalk  along  West  Seventh  street 
(both  Bides),  from  Dorchester  avenue  to  Dor- 
chester street,  Wards  6  and  7,  in  front  of  the 
estates  bordering  thereon;  said  sidewalk  to  be 
from  3  to  10  inches  above  the  gutter  adjoining,  to 
be  from  5  to  12  feet  in  width,  and  to  be  built  of 
artificial  stone,  with  granite  edgestones,  under  the 
provisions  of  chapter  196  of  the  Special  Acts  of 
1917. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


DEVELOPMENT  OF  LAND  ON  NASHUA 
STREET. 

Coun.  FITZGERALD  offered  the  foUowing: 
Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  two  hundred  and 
fifty  thousand  dollars  be,  and  the  same  hereby  is, 
appropriated,  to  be  expended  under  the  direction 
of  the  Park  Commission,  for  the  development,  etc., 
of  land  recently  transferred  to  the  City  of  Boston 
by  the  Metropolitan  District  Commission  in  the 
vicinity  of  Nashua  street  extension,  for  park  pur- 
poses, and  that  to  meet  said  expenditure  the  City 
Treasurer  be  authorized  to  issue,  from  time  to 
time,  upon  the  request  of  the  Mayor,  bonds  or 
certificates  of  indebtedness  of  the  City  to  said 
amount. 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 


SIGNAL   LIGHT,   LEXINGTON   AND 
BUNKER  HILL   STREETS. 

Coun.  GREEN  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Traffic  Commissioner  be  re- 
quested, through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  install 
an  automatic  traffic  signal  light  at  the  corner  of 
Lexington  and  Bunker  Hill  streets,  Ward  2. 
Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


TAKING  OF  LAND  ON  RUTHERFORD 
AVENUE. 

Coun.  GREEN  offered  the  foUowing: 
Ordered,  That  the  Board  of  Street  Commis- 
sioners be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor, 
to  consider  the  advisability  of  taking  the  land  at 
the  corner  of  Rutherford  avenue  and  Chapman 
street,  Ward  2,  upon  which  the  buildings  housing 
the  officers  connected  with  the  State  Prison  were 
formerly  located,  for  the  purpose  of  widening  the 
entrance  to  both  of  said  streets. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


FREE    CAR    TICKETS    TO    WORKERS    IN 
PUBLIC    WORKS   DEPARTMENT. 

Coun  GREEN  offered  the  foUowing: 
Ordered,  That  the  Overseers  of  Public  Welfare 
be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to 
furnish  free  car  tickets  to  the  men  who  have  been 
assigned  to  work  in  the  Public  Works  Department 
in  return  for  the  aid  which  they  or  their  famiUes 
receive  from  the  Public  Welfare  Department. 
Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


ADDITIONAL    PAY    TO    HONOR    MEN    IN 
FIRE   DEPARTMENT. 

Coun.  GREEN  offered  the  foUowing: 
Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  re- 
quested to  consider  the  advisability  of  granting  a 
reward  in  the  form  of  additional  pay  to  members 
of  the  Fire  Department  who  have  been  awarded 
either  the  Scott  or  Fitzgerald  medal  for  meritorious 
acts,  which  has  been  the  custom  in  the  Police 
Department. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


TRAFFIC   SIGNAL,   BALDWIN  AND 
MEDFORD   STREETS. 

Coun.  GREEN  offered  the  foUowing: 
Ordered,  That  the  Traffic  Commissioner  be 
requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  instaU 
an  automatic  traffic  signal  at  the  corner  of  Baldwin 
and  Medford  streets,  Ward  2,  as  a  means  of  reduc- 
ing the  hazard  to  pedestrians  at  this  point. 
Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


SIDEWALK   ON   BAY   STATE    ROAD. 

Coun.  ARNOLD,  for  Coun.  Curtis,  offered  the 
following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  make  a  sidewalk  along  215  Bay  State  road. 
Ward  5,  in  front  of  the  estates  bordering  thereon; 
said  sidewalk  to  be  from  3  to  10  inches  above  the 
gutter  adjoining,  to  be  from  5  to  12  feet  in  width, 
and  to  be  built  of  artificial  stone,  with  granite 
edgestones.  under  the  provisions  of  chapter  196 
of  the  Special  Acts  of  1917. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


SIDEWALK   ON   CHESTER   STREET. 

Coun.  HEIN  offered  the  foUowing: 

i  irdered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  make  a  sidewalk  along  Chester  street  (both 
sides),  from  Brighton  avenue  to  Ashford  street, 
Ward  21,  in  front  of  the  estates  bordering  thereon: 
said  sidewalk  to  be  from  3  to  10  inches  above 
the  gutter  adjoining,  to  be  from  5  to  12  feet  in 
width,  and  to  be  buUt  of  artificial  stone,  with 
granite  edgestones.  under  the  provisions  of  chap- 
ter 196  of  the  Special  Acts  of  1917. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


SIDEWALK   ON   SORRENTO   STREET. 

Coun.  HEIN,  for  Coun.  GaUagher,  offered  the 
following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  make  a  sidewalk  along  Sorrento  street 
(both  sides),  from  Cambridge  street  northwesterly. 
Ward  22,  in  front  of  the  estates  bordering  thereon 
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said  eidewalk  to  be  from  3  to  10  inches  above  the 
gutter  adjoining,  to  be  from  5  to  12  feet  in  width 
and  to  be  built  of  artificial  stone,  with  granite  edge- 
stones,  under  the  provisions  of  chapter  196  of  the 
Special  Acts  of  1917. 
Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


LIMITING   NUMBER   OF  CONSTABLES. 

Coun.  HE1N,  for  the  Committee  on  Ordinances, 
to  whom  was  referred  (July  13,  1931)  an  ordi- 
nance limiting  the  number  of  constables,  reported 
that  the  committee  had  considered  the  same,  and 
respectfully  submitted  the  accompanying  new 
draft: 

An  Ordinance  Limiting  the  Number  of  Constables. 
Be  it  ordained  by  the  City  Council  of  Boston,  as 
follows: 

Section  1.  Appointments  of  constables  shall 
specify  in  each  case  whether  the  appointment  is 
for  a  position  connected  with  the  city  or  county 
/  service  to  serve  without  bond  or  for  the  service  of 
civil  process  upon  the  filing  of  the  bond  required 
by  law. 

Sect.  2.  From  and  after  the  date  of  passage  of 
this  ordinance  no  persons  other  than  those  already 
appointed,  confirmed  and  qualified  as  constables 
shall  be  appointed  or  reappointed  as  constables 
with  authority  to  serve  civil  process  upon  fifing 
bonds  until  such  time  as  the  number  of  such  con- 
stables shall  have  been  reduced  to  one  hundred  and 
fifty.  Thereafter  the  number  of  constables  author- 
ized to  serve  civil  process  upon  filing  bonds  shall 
be  limited  to  one  hundred  and  fifty. 

Report  accepted;    ordinance  passed. 


ACCEPTANCE   OF   POND   CIRCLE. 

Coun.  MURRAY  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,    That    the   Board    of    Street   Commis- 
sioners be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor, 
to  accept  and  lay  out  Pond  circle,  Ward  19,  as  a 
public  highway. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


REPORT   OF   SUPERINTENDENT   OF 
SUPPLIES. 

Coun.  NORTON  offered  the  f oUowing: 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Supplies  be 
requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  inform 
the  Boston  City  Council  when  the  annual  report  of 
his  department  will  be  ready. 

Coun.  NORTON— When  that  annual  report 
comes  forward  with  the  information  that  should 
be  in  it,  it  will  be  possible  to  discuss  a  good  deal 
more  intelligently  many  of  the  matters  discussed 
here  today  regarding  the  purchases  of  the  City  of 
Boston. 

PaBsed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


SIDEWALK    ON    BEECH    STREET. 

Coun.  NORTON  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  make  a  sidewalk  along  Beech  street  (north- 
easterly side),  from  Washington  street  to  Kittredge 
street,  Ward  18,  in  front  of  the  estates  bordering 
thereon;  said  sidewalk  to  be  from  3  to  10  inches 
above  the  gutter  adjoining,  to  be  from  5  to  12  feet 
in  width,  and  to  be  built  of  artificial  stone,  with 
granite  edgestones,  under  the  provisions  of  chapter 
196  of  the  Special  Acts  of  1917. 
Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


HEARING    ON   CHARGES   AGAINST   CITY 
TREASURER. 

Coun.  NORTON  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Executive  Committee  of  the 
Boston  City  Council  conduct  a  public  hearing  ou 
the  charges  made  against  the  City  Treasurer. 

Coun.  NORTON — Very  serious  charges  have 
been  made  here  today  regarding  a  high  city  official. 
Instead  of  having  the  newspapers  investigate  it, 
I  think  the  Executive  Committee  is  the  proper 
body  to  try  them. 

Order  referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 


TRAFFIC  LIGHTS,  CODMAN  SQUARE. 

Coun.  WILSON  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Traffic  Commission,  through 
his  Honor  the  Mayor,  be,  and  said  commission 
hereby  is,  respectfully  requested  to  install  in 
Codman  square,  Dorchester,  suitable  stop  lights 
at  street  intersections. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


LIGHTING  INTERSECTION,  DORCHESTER 
AVENUE     AND     RIVER     STREET. 

Coun.  WILSON  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Public  Works  Commissioner 
be,  and  he  hereby  is,  respectfully  requested  to 
provide  for  adequate  lighting  of  the  dangerous 
intersection  at  the  corner  of  Dorchester  avenue 
and  River  street  in  Ward  17,  Dorchester. 

Coun.  WILSON — Very  briefly  with  reference  to 
these  two  orders.  A  similar  order  with  reference 
to  the  traffic  artery  at  Norfolk  and  Talbot  avenues 
was  ordered  passed  so  long  ago  as  September  2, 
1930.  I  was  one  of  those  who  was  glad  to  vote 
for  the  very  expensive  but  necessary  block  light 
system  on  Beacon  street,  Massachusetts  avenue, 
Tremont  and  Washington  streets,  which  with  the 
rapid  flow  of  traffic  are  public  necessities.  I  feel 
they  should  also  be  placed  in  the  residential  com- 
munities, and  especially  on  such  through  highways. 
It  is  not  merely  a  question  of  public  convenience 
but  of  public  necessity,  and  I  press  both  those 
orders  at  this  time. 

Order  passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


MOTORCYCLE  SERVICE,  DIVISION  19. 

Coun.  WILSON  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Police  Commissioner,  through 
his  Honor  the  Mayor,  be,  and  he  hereby  is,  respect- 
fully requested  at  his  early  convenience  to  assure 
adequate  motorcycle  service  in  Division  19. 

Coun.  WILSON — I  press  that  order,  having 
regard  for  the  expenditures  of  the  Police  Depart- 
ment, but  feeling  that  a  situation  where  in  one 
division  six  different  men  are  using  a  single  motor- 
cycle is  both  an  imposition  on  the  public  and  an 
unsafe  and  unnecessary  condition  for  the  men 
themselves,  and  I  believe  if  we  are  to  have  motor- 
cycle service  in  the  outlying  communities  such  as 
Dorchester,  we  should  not  have  a  situation  where 
there  are  four  and  five  and  six  men  who  use  the 
motor  vehicle,  or  motorcycle. 

Coun.  HEIN — Hasn't  the  station  house  got 
forty-two  motorcycles  broken  now? 

President  McGRATH— Will  Councilor  Wilson 
answer  that  question? 

Coun.  WILSON — I  didn't  get  the  station  house? 
Was  it  Brighton? 

Order  passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


MINIMUM   PAY   OF   $15  A   WEEK. 

Coun.  WILSON  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Public  Welfare  Department, 
through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  be  requested  to 
pay  men  with  families  a  minimum  of  $15  a  week 
in  cases  where  the  man  on  the  Public  Welfare  list 
is  assigned  to  street  and  other  labor  work. 

Coun.  WILSON — This  is  somewhat  in  line  with 
some  other  orders  introduced  today,  but  I  call  par- 
ticular attention  to  this  order  because  I  think  it 
strikes  at  a  vital  point.  If  my  understanding  is  cor- 
rect, and  without  reflection  on  the  Public  Welfare 
Department,  and  without  reflection  on  the  Public 
Works  Department,  men  who  are  receiving  relief  in 
the  Public  Welfare  Department  are  being  assigned 
to  do  Public  Works  Department  work.  I  believe 
the  average  man  in  my  ward  and  the  average  man 
in  most  any  ward  much  prefers  an  opportunity  to 
do  three  real  days'  work  a  week  and  receive  for  that 
money  rather  than  to  feel  he  is  an  object  of  charity 
through  the  medium  of  the  Public  Welfare  De- 
partment. So  1  understand  many  of  them  have 
welcomed  an  opportunity  through  the  Public 
Welfare  Department,  of  being  assigned  to  various 
yards  and  actually  doing  Public  Works  Depart- 
ment work  with  pick  and  shovels  on  the  streets  of 
Boston;  and  if  that  is  so  I  very  much  oppose  and 
urge  a  change  in  the  custom  which  has  reduced 
those  men  in  some  cases  from  $15  a  week  to  less 
than  $15  a  week  because  I  have  several  instances 
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in  my  own  ward,  men  with  families  receiving 
Public  Welfare  aid,  and  doing  three  full  days  of 
work  with  pick  and  shovel  on  the  streets  of  Boston 
a  week,  are  in  effect  required  by  this  new  ruling 
to  do  scab  labor.  These  men,  merely  because 
they  are  objects  of  charity,  are  working  for  less 
than  $5  a  day.  They  are  working  for  less  than 
under  the  law  we  are  supposed  to  force  the  eon- 
tractors  to  do  the  work  and  1  believe  the  public 
demands,  the  present  system  demands  men 
getting  Public  Welfare  aid  ought  to  receive  the 
contract  price  the  City  of  Boston  pays  the  aver- 
age alien  contractor  —  at  least  $5  a  day  for  pick 
and  shovel  work. 

President  McGRATH — If  the  councilor  has  no 
objection  the  order  will  be  changed  to  read  "re- 
quested" rather  than  "instructed." 

Order  passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


CIVIL   PROCESS  BY   CONSTABLES. 

Coun.  WILSON  offered  the  following: 
Be  it  ordained  by  the  City  Council  of  Boston,  as 
follows: 

The  bond  required  in  order  to  authorize  the 
service  of  civil  process  by  constables  shall  be  in 
the  sum  of  three  thousand  dollars  with  an  incor- 
porated surety  company  approved  by  the  city 
treasurer  as  surety  thereon,  and  only  such  surety 
shall  hereafter  be  accepted  by  the  city  council  on 
said  bonds. 

Coun.  WILSON — The  Committee  on  Ordinances 
held  an  interesting  hearing  last  week  under  the 
guidance  of  the  councilor  from  Brighton  at  which 
time  ^  representatives  of  the  constables  of  the 
association  of  Boston  appeared.  One  ordinance 
that  passed  today,  and  which  I  trust  will  receive 
the  approval  of  the  Mayor,  has  made  a  restriction 
in  the  number  of  constables,  making  it  150.  An- 
other outstanding  evil  found  by  that  committee 
was  the  fact  that  many  constables  of  Boston 
under  the  present  law  are  not  forced  to  back  up 
their  responsibility  by  a  surety  company  bond, 
but  have  been  allowed  under  the  law  to  give  per- 
sonal sureties  or  real  estate  sureties,  and  I  believe 
it  was  the  sentiment  of  the  Committee  on  Ordi- 
nances,—  and  1  believe  they  will  back  me  up  when 
1  make  the  statement  that  it  was  the  unanimous 
consent  of  the  committee  and  the  constables  pres- 
ent that  a  man  who  is  allowed  to  serve  writs  and 
papers  up  to  an  ad  damnum  of  S300,  and  allowed 
to  go  into  jewelry  stores,  should  be  under  a  surety 
company  bond  and  we  should  not  have  constables 
with  badges  of  the  City  of  Boston  able  to  go  out 
under  straw  sureties,  but  they  should  be  backed 
up  by  surety  company  bonds. 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Ordinances. 


CASE     OF     MRS.     MARGARET     POWERS. 

Coun.  WILSON  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  trustees  of  the  Boston  City 
Hospital,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  be,  and 
said  trustees  hereby  are,  requested  to  advise  the 
City  Council  forthwith  concerning  the  case  of 
Mrs.  Margaret  Powers  of  27  Jeffries  street,  East 
Boston,  as  follows: 

1.  Was  Mrs.  Margaret  Powers  a  patient  at  the 
City  Hospital  from  Sunday,  June  21,  1931,  to 
June  29,  1931,  and  if  not,  for  what  period  of  time 
was  she  a  patient  during  June,  1931? 

2.  In  what  ward  of  the  hospital  was  Mrs. 
Margaret  Powers  entered  on  Sunday,  June  21? 

3.  In  what  ward  or  room  was  she  taken  on 
Monday,  June  22,  preparatory  to  an  operation? 

4.  What  employee  took  her  to  said  room. 

5.  How  long  was  she  left  unattended  on  a 
table  in  said  room? 

6.  What  other  patient  was  left  in  the  room? 

7.  How  long  was  Mrs.  Powers  left  in  the  room 
before  she  was  found  unconscious  on  the  Hoor? 

8.  For  what  was  Mrs.  Powers  actually  operated 
on  and  by  whom? 

9.  What  employee  of  the  hospital  found  her 
on  the  floor  unconscious  on  Monday,  June  22, 
1931? 

10.  Who  was  the  driver  of  the  Boston  City 
Hospital  ambulance  which  removed  Mrs.  Margaret 
Powers  from  her  home  on  Tuesday,  July  7,  1931, 
to  the  Carney  Hospital,  and  what  person  was 
responsible  for  the  mechanical  condition  of  the 
hospital    ambulance    containing    Mrs.    Margaret 


Powers  which  broke  down  and  was  not  repaired 
for  a  matter  of  some  hours  a  short  distance  from 
her  home? 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


ACCEPTANCE  OF  CHAPTER  384  OF  ACTS 
OF   1931. 

Coun.  WILSON  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,   That  the  Boston  City  Council  accept 
chapter  384  of  the  Acts  of  1931. 
..   Coun.  WILSON — I  would  say  in  reference   to 
that  chapter  that  on  June  4,   1931,   chapter  384 
passed  with  the  following  preamble: 

"Whereas,  The  deferred  operation  of  this  act 
would  tend  to  defeat  its  purpose  to  provide  im- 
mediate relief  against  courthouse  congestion  in 
Suffolk  County,  which  is  seriously  impeding  the 
administration  of  justice,  therefore  it  is  hereby 
declared  to  be  an  emergency  law,  necessary  for  the 
immediate  preservation  of  the  public  safety  and 
convenience." 

I  believe  in  all  frankness  both  as  a  member  of  the 
bar  and  City  Council  and  taxpayer,  having  in 
mind  the  various  efforts  during  my  six  years  of 
service  to  change  the  courthouse  from  its  present 
disgraceful  condition,  that  that  act  having  been 
approved  as  long  ago  as  June  4,  1931,  should 
receive  some  disposition  at  this  time,  so  if  our 
attitude  and  the  Mayor's  attitude  is  favorable 
some  progress  may  be  made  and  if  our  attitude 
and  the  Mayor's  attitude  is  unfavorable  some 
steps  may  be  taken  to  rectify  that  crying  evil 
some  time  before  we  all  pass  to  the  great  beyond. 

Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 


ICE   CREAM   PURCHASES. 

Coun.  KELLY  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Director  of  Public  Celebra- 
tions be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor, 
to  stop  payment  on  all  ice  cream  purchased  by  the 
city  from  concerns  outside  of  Boston  for  distribu- 
tion to  children  of  the  various  wards  on  the  Fourth 
of  July,  and  that,  in  the  event  that  such  bills  have 
already  been  paid,  the  Director  of  Public  Cele- 
brations inform  the  City  Council  as  to  his  reasons 
for  approving  same. 

Coun.  KELLY — Three  weeks  ago,  on  July  13, 
I  introduced  an  order  which  was  passed  by  this 
honorable  body  requesting  the  Mayor  to  order  the 
City  Treasurer  to  pay  t<^  the  Blue  Hill  Ice  Cream 
Company  the  debt  incurred  by  me  for  the  children 
of  my  ward  on  July  4.  To  date  the  owners  of  that 
concern  have  heard  nothing.  No  attempt  has  been 
made  by  the  City  Treasurer  to  pay  the  small  sum 
of  S240;  no  attempt  has  been  made  on  his  part  or 
the  Mayor's  part:  and  it  is  very  interesting  to  note 
that  the  reason  given  to  the  press. —  and  I  hope  the 
press  will  print  my  side  of  the  story, — because  there 
are  two  sides  to  every  story,  and  only  a  couple  of 
newspapers  in  Boston  will  give  the  particular  two 
sides  of  a  story.  The  treasurer's  and  the  Mayor's 
reason  for  not  paying  for  the  ice  cream  furnished 
my  ward  was  because  it  was  a  non-Boston  concern. 
All  right,  perhaps  it  was,  but  this  concern  has  put 
four  different  men  to  work  for  me.  The  agent  for 
the  concern  lived  in  my  ward  and  they  had  fur- 
nished it  on  three  different  occasions  on  city-owned 
grounds  the  same  amount  of  money,  the  same  ice 
cream,  and  it  has  never  been  questioned  by  the 
authorities  that  be.  down  stairs.  Now,  to  my 
amazement  with  that  argument  used  against  the 
man  1  happened  to  employ  as  an  agent  of  the  city — 
I  lind  on  scrutinizing  the  official  records  of  the  ice 
cream  furnished  by  the  twenty-two  different 
councilors,  that  eleven  different  councilors  pur- 
chased their  ice  cream  from  concerns  outside  of 
Boston,  and  1  cannot  find  out  now  in  the  auditor's 
office  whether  or  not  these  particular  concerns  have 
been  paid.  I  believe  in  work  for  Boston  men  and 
giving  your  business  to  Boston,  but  w:hen  a  man 
such  as  the  Mayor  of  Boston  is  so  inconsistent  as 
to  stop  the  payment  of  one  councilor's  order  for 
ice  cream  and  at  the  same  time  O.  K.  eleven  other 
orders,  I  will  not  embarrass  any  particular  coun- 
cilor by  naming  his  ward;  four  different  ones  to 
Fitzpatrick  Brothers,  a  Maiden  concern,  and 
seven  to  Hood  Ice  Cream  Company  at  155  Massa- 
chusetts avenue,  a  Cambridge  corporation.  Those 
bills  were  O.  K'd,  and  Councilor  Kelly,  because  he 
saw  fit  to  oppose  the  Mayor  on  certain  particular 
orders,  in  an  attempt  to  get  back  at  me  in  a  small 
way,  the  Mayor  attempts  to  take  it  out  of  a  Quincy 
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business  man  whom  1  know  to  be  a  reputable  con- 
cern and  will  furnish  good  healthful  ice  cream  to 
the  children  of  my  district.  1  say  this:  I  hope  the 
Mayor  and  the  City  Treasurer  now  after  these 
things  are  out  of  the  bag  here  today, — and  an  in- 
vestigation will  surely  arise, — that  perhaps  means 
the  City  Treasurer  and  Director  of  Public  Cele- 
brations' incarceration  in  the  local  jail, — I  hope 
that  in  this  small  matter  of  $240  he  will  see  fit  to 
pay  this  Quincy  concern,  although,  it  is  in  Quincy, 
that  has  furnished  me  ice  cream  for  the  past  two 
years  without  any  dispute.  I  hope  the  City 
Treasurer  if  he  is  through  doing  his  yachting  on 
his  $100,000  yacht  will  O.  K.  this  bill  as  he  has 
done  for  eleven  outside  concerns,  for  eleven 
respective  councilors  in  this  body,  and  I  ask  that 
this  order  be  passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 
Passed  under  the  suspension  of  the  rule. 


ARC   LIGHT   ON   CLAYTON   STREET. 

Coun.  KELLY  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Works 
be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to 
install  an  arc  light  in  front  of  29  Clayton  street. 
Ward  15,  as  a  measure  of  safety  for  the  persons 
residing  in  this  immediate  neighborhood. 
Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


ACCEPTANCE   OF   HUNTER   STREET. 

Coun.  RUBY  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Board  of  Street  Commissioners 
be  requested,   through   his  Honor  the   Mayor,   to 
accept  and  lay  out  Hunter  street,  Ward  14,  as  a 
public  highway. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


DEVELOPMENT    OF    LAND    ON    PARKER 
HILL. 

Coun.  POWER  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  fifty  thousand  dollars 
be,  and  the  same  hereby  is,  appropriated,  to  be 
expended  under  the  direction  of  the  Park  Com- 
mission, for  the  development,  etc.,  of  land  on 
Parker  Hill  for  park  purposes,  and  that  to  meet 
said  appropriation  the  City  Treasurer  be  author- 
ized to  issue,  from  time  to  time,  upon  the  request 
of  the  Mayor,  bonds  or  certificates  of  indebtedness 
of  the  city  to  said  amount. 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Finance. 


ACTION   ON  APPOINTMENTS. 

Coun.  WILSON'called  up,  under  Nos.  5,  6  and  7 
on  the  calendar,  the  appointments  of  Edmund  D. 
Cuneo,  Henry  Atwood  and  Alexander  Levy,  to  be 
Constables,  and  the  President  called  up  No.  1  on 
the  calendar,  viz.: 

1.  Action  on  appointments  submitted  by  the 
Mayor  July  13,  1931,  of  Homer  C.  Robbins,  John 
E.  Clarke,  Frank  S.  McNeill,  John  F.  Mahoney 
and  Frank  J.  Carey,  to  be  Weighers  of  Coal,  and 
Elmer  E.  Elwell  and  Russell  B.  Rae,  to  be  Weighers 
of  Goods. 

The  question  came  on  confirmation. 

President  McGRATH  appointed  Coun.  Cox 
and  Coun.  Fish  a  committee  to  distribute  ballots. 

The  appointments  were  confirmed — yeas  12, 
nays  0. 


ELECTRIC  LIGHTS  ON  WAVERLY  STREET. 

Coun.  BUSH  offered     the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Public  Works  Commissioner 
be  requested,   through   his  Honor   the  Mayor,   to 
install    some    electric    lights    on    Waverly    street, 
Ward  12,  at  suitable  points. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


RECESS. 

On  motion  of  Coun.  DONOVAN,  the  Council 
voted  at  5.08  p.  m.  to  take  a  recess,  subject  to 
the  call  of  the  Chair. 

The  members  reassembled  in  the  Council 
Chamber  and  were  called  to  order  by  President 
McGRATH  at  6.50  p.  m. 


EXECUTIVE   COMMITTEE   REPORTS. 

Coun.  LYNCH,  for  the  Executive  Committee, 
submitted   the  following: 

1.  Report  on  order  (referred  today)  concerning 
gasolene  tank,  Harrison  avenue  and  Dudley 
street— that  the  order  ought  to  pass. 

Report  accepted;    said  order  passed. 

2.  Report  on  message  of  the  Mayor  and  ac- 
companying orders  (referred  today)  concerning 
requests  for  transfers  within  departmental  appro- 
priations— that  the  same  ought  to  pass. 

Report  accepted;   orders  passed,  yea's  15,  nays  0. 

3.  Report  on  resolution  of  Coun.  Green  (re- 
ferred today)  concerning  the  position  of  the 
Registrar  of  Motor  Vehicles  with  respect  to  drunken 
drivers — that  the  same  ought  to  pass. 

Report  accepted;    said  resolution  passed. 

4.  Report  on  message  of  the  Mayor  and  order 
(referred  today)  concerning  laying  out  and  widen- 
ing Arlington  street — that  the  same  ought  to  pass. 

Report  accepted;   order  passed. 

5.  Report  on  message  of  the  Mayor  (referred 
today)  concerning  amendments  to  the  Compensa- 
tion and  Classification  Plans  and  Rules  for  the 
Officers  and  Employees  of  Suffolk  County — recom- 
mending the  passage  of  the  following  three  items: 

Ordered,  That  the  Compensation  and  Classifica- 
tion Plans  and  Rules  for  the  Officers  and  Employees 
of  Suffolk  County  as  adopted  by  the  City  Council 
on  April  13.  1931,  and  approved  by  the  Mayor  on 
April  15,  1931,  be,  and  the  same  hereby  are, 
amended   as  follows: 

In  the  class  "Cleaner,  Janitress,  etc.,"  under  the 
Range  of  Compensation,"  strike  out  the  existing 
scale  and  substitute  in  its  place  the  following: 

"Weekly,  $18." 

In  the  class  "Assistant  Chief  Court  Officer," 
under  the  "Range  of  Compensation,"  strike  out 
the  existing  scale  and  substitute  in  its  place  the 
following:  , 

"Annual,  $2, 800-$2,900-$3,000." 

"Legal  Aide: 

Duties:  Under  general  supervision,  to  assist  in 
the  preparation  of  cases  on  trial  in  the  Superior 
Criminal  Court;  to  assist  in  the  preparation  of 
briefs  for  the  Commonwealth  in  cases  taken  to  the 
Supreme  Court  on  exceptions;  to  assist  in  the 
examination  of  titles  on  bail  bonds;  and  to  perform 
other  related  work. 

Range  of  Compensation :  Annual,  $2,300-$2,400- 
$2,500-$2,600-$2,700." 

Report  accepted;    said  items  passed. 

6.  Report  on  message  of  the  Mayor  and  order 
(referred  today)  concerning  repayment  of  assess- 
ments for  widening  Morton  street — that  the  same 
ought  to  pass. 

The  report  was  accepted  and  the  order  passed, 
yeas  18,  naya  0. 


ACCEPTANCE   OF   REDWOOD   STREET. 

Coun.  FISH  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Board  of  Street  Commis- 
sioners, through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  accept  and 
lay  out  Redwood  street  as 'a  public  highway. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


SIDEWALK  ON  CHICKATAWBUT  STREET. 

Coun.  FISH  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  make  a  sidewalk  along  Chickatawbut 
street  (both  sides),  from  Neponset  avenue  to  Glide 
street,  Ward  16,  in  front  of  the  estates  bordering 
thereon;  said  Bidewalk  to  be  from  3  to  10  inches 
above  the  gutter  adjoining,  to  be  from  5  to  12  feet 
in  width,  and  to  be  built  of  artificial  stone,  with 
granite  edgestones,  under  the  provisions  of  chapter 
196  of  the  Special  Acts  of  1917. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


SIDEWALK    ON    ALVAH    KITTREDGE 
PARK. 

Coun.  GLEASON  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  make  a  sidewalk  along  Alvah  Kittredge 
park  (both  sides),  from  Linwood  street  to  Highland 
street,  Ward  9.  in  front  of  the  estates  bordering 
thereon;    said  sidewalk  to  be  from  3  to  10  inches 
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above  the  gutter  adjoining,  to  be  from  5  to  12  feet 
in  width,  and  to  be  built  of  artificial  stone,  with 
granite  edgestones,  under  the  provisions  of  chapter 
196  of  the  Special  Acts  of  1917. 
Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


TIME   OFF   TO   HONOR   MEN   IN   POLICE 
DEPARTMENT. 

Coun.  BUSH  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Police  Commissioner  be 
requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  per- 
mit those  members  of  the  Police  Department  who 
are  holders  of  the  Congressional  Medal  of  Honor 


or  the  Distinguished  Service  Cross  to  have  time 
off,  without  loss  of  pay,  to  attend  the  Army  and 
Navy  Legion  of  Valor  Convention  to  be  held 
in  Boston  on  August  9,  10,  11  and  12  of  this  year, 
and  that  all  other  city  employees  possessing  the 
above  decorations  be  accorded  a  similar  courtesy 
and  privilege. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


ADJOURNMENT. 

On  motion  of  Coun.  NORTON,  the  Council 
voted,  at  6.55  p.  m.,  to  adjourn  to  Monday, 
AuguBt  17,  1931,  at  2  p.  m. 
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Proceedings  of  City  Council. 


Monday,  August  17,  1931. 
Regular   meeting    of    the   City   Council   in    the 
Council  Chamber,  at  2  p.  m.,  President  McGRATH 
in     the     chair.     Absent,    Coun.    Fish,    Gallagher, 
Kelly  and  Mahoney. 


APPOINTMENT  OF  CONSTABLES. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  August  17,  1931. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — Subject  to  the  confirmation  of  your 
body,  1  appoint  as  Constables,  for  the  term  ending 
April  30,  1932,  the  following: 

Ira  Margolis,  148  Seaver  street,  Dorchester. 
John  T.  Kelly,  80  Boylston  street,  Boston. 
James  J.  McKiernan,  34  Garden  street,  Boston. 
Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 
Laid  over  for  a  week  under  the  law. 


APPOINTMENT  OF  WEIGHERS  OF    COAL. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  August  17,  1931. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen. — Subject  to  the  confirmation  of  your 
body,  1  appoint  as  Weigher  of  Coal,  for  the  term 
ending  April  30,  1932,  the  folllowing: 

T.  Ray  Connell,  114  State  street,  Boston. 
Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 
Laid  over  for  a  week  under  the  law. 


APPOINTMENT  OF  WEIGHER  OF  GOODS. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  August  17,  1931. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — Subject  to  the  confirmation  of  your 
body,  I  appoint  as  Weigher  of  Goods,  for  the  term 
ending  April  30,  1932,  the  following: 
Fred  Davidson,  8  Duke  street,  Maiden. 
Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 
Laid  over  for  a  week  under  the  law. 


TRANSFERS      WITHIN       DEPARTMENTAL 
APPROPRIATIONS. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  August  15,  1931. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — The  attached  requests  for  transfers 
within  departmental  appropriations  have  been 
examined  and  investigated  by  the  Budget  Com- 
mission. I  accordingly  recommend  adoption  of 
the  accompanying  orders  by  your  honorable  body. 
Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

Ordered.  That  under  authority  of  chapter  261 
of  the  Acts  of  1893  the  City  Auditor  be,  and  hereby 
is,  authorized  to  make  the  following  transfer  in  the 
appropriations  for  Public  Works  Department, 
Ferry  Service: 

From  the  appropriation  lor  B-39,  General  Plant, 
$2,500,  to  the  appropriation  for  A-3,  Temporary 
Employees,  $2,500. 

Ordered,  That  under  authority  of  chapter  261 
of  the  Acts  of  1893  the  City  Auditor  be,  and  hereby 
is,  authorized  to  make  the  following  transfer  in 
the  appropriations  for  Street  Laying-Out  Depart- 
ment: 


From  the  appropriation  for  A-l,  Permanent 
Employees,  Conveyancer,  1  at  $2,000  per  year, 
$125,  to  the  appropriation  for  B-14,  Motor  Vehi- 
cles, Repair  and  Care,  $125. 

Referred  to  Executive  Committee. 


BILLS  FOR  ICE  CREAM. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  August  17,  1931. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I   beg   to   submit  herewith   report 
received  from  the  Director  of  Public  Celebrations, 
same  constituting  a  reply  to  order  adopted  by  your 
honorable  body  under  date  of  August  3,  1931. 
Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  Public  Celebrations, 

August  17,  1931. 
Hon.  James  M.  Curley, 

Mayor  of  Boston. 
Sir, — I  return  herewith  order  of  the  City  Council, 
August  3,  1931,  and  beg  to  submit  the  following 
report: 

All  bills  for  ice  cream  purchased  by  the  city,  from 
concerns  outside  of  Boston,  for  the  Fourth  of  July, 
have  been  approved  and  paid. 

The  reason  for  approving  these  bills  was  because 
proper  vouchers  had  been  issued  by  the  Director 
of  Public  Celebrations,  and  in  each   case  the  coun- 
cilor had  advised  that  the  goods  were  received. 
Respectfully  yours, 
Edmund  L.  Dolan,  Director. 
Placed  on  file. 


SCREENING    AT    PARIS    STREET     PLAY- 
GROUND. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  August  17,  1931. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen/ — I  transmit  herewith  a  report  from 
William  P.  Long,  chairman  of  the  Park  Commis- 
sion, relative  to  your  request  to  place  additional 
screening  at  the  Paris  Street  Playground  in  Ward 
1.  This  is  in  reply  to  your  order  of  August  3,  1931. 
Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Park  Department,  August  13,  1931. 
Hon.  James  M.  Curley, 

Mayor  of  Boston. 
Dear  Sir, — I  am  in  receipt  of  an  order  from  the 
City  Council  requesting  that  the  Park  Commission 
place  a  screening  at  the  Paris  Street  Playground 
high  enough  to  protect  adjacent  property,  and  to 
allow  the  playing  of  ball  at  said  playground. 

The  playground  in  question  is  intended  for  a 
children's  playground.  It  was  never  intended  that 
ball  playing  be  allowed  there  except  by  boys  under 
fourteen  years  of  age. 

The  fence  at  the  present  time  is  a  20-foot  fence, 
and  is  as  high  as  it  is  safe  to  build  a  fence  of  this 
character  owing  to  the  great  danger  of  it  blowing 
over  and  injuring  those  using  the  playground. 
Very  respectfully  yours, 

William  P.  Long,  Chairman. 
Placed  on  file. 


SCREENING  AT  AMERICAN  LEGION  PLAY- 
GROUND. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  August  17,  1931. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — 1  transmit  herewith  a  report  from 
William  P.  Long,  chairman  of  the  Park  Commis- 
sion, relative  to  your  request  to  place  screening  at 
the  American  Legion  Playground,  Ward  1,  high 
enough  to  protect  adjacent  property  from  damage 
by  batted  balls. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 
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City  of  Boston, 
Park  Department,  August  13,  1931. 
Hon.  James  M.  Curley, 

Mayor  of  Boston. 
Dear  Sir, — 1  am  in  receipt  of  an  order  from  the 
City  Council  requesting  that  the  Park  Commission 
place  screening  at  the  American  Legion  Playground, 
Ward  1,  high  enough  to  protect  adjacent  property 
from  damage  by  batted  balls. 

The  department  has,  at  the  present  time,  a 
backstop  24  feet  high,  and  it  is  inadvisable  to  build 
one  of  greater  height  owing  to  the  danger  of  it 
blowing  over. 

EaBt  Eagle  street  is  25  feet  above  the  level  of  the 
playground,  and  it  does  not  seem  possible  that  a 
ball  would  go  over  there  very  frequently.     I  cannot 
limit  this  playground  to  small  children. 
Very  respectfully  yours, 

William  P.  Long,  Chairman. 
Placed  on  file. 


LAND  AT  FRUIT  AND  NORTH  CROVE 
STREETS. 

The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  August  15,  1931. 
To  the  Honorable  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — The  City  of  Boston  is  the  owner 
of  land  situate  at  the  corner  of  Fruit  street  and 
North  Grove  street  and  also  a  parcel  of  land  upon 
which  an  engine  house  stands  on  North  Grove 
street.  The  engine  house  is  no  longer  used  by  the 
Fire  Department  of  the  City  of  Boston  but  is  now 
being  used  by  the  Sheriff  of  Suffolk  County.  Both 
of  these  parcels  of  land  are  in  close  proximity  to 
the  property  of  the  Massachusetts  General  Hos- 
pital. 

For  some  time  the  Massachusetts  General  Hos- 
pital has  been  seeking  to  purchase  this  property 
and  has  made  an  offer  of  six  dollars  a  square  toot 
for  about  22,800  square  feet  of  land  with  a  frontage 
of  162  feet  on  North  Grove  street,  at  the  corner  of 
North  Grove  street  and  Fruit  street,  and  for  about 
2,000  square  feet  of  land  with  a  frontage  of  about 
40  feet  upon  North  Grove  street,  together  with  a 
building  that  had  been  used  as  an  engine  house  by 
the  Boston  Fire  Department. 

I  am  informed  that  both  of  these  parcels  of  land 
are  now  no  longer  needed  for  public  purposes  and 
that  they  will  greatly  help  the  Massachusetts 
General  Hospital  in  carrying  on  its  hospital  work. 
1,  therefore,  recommend  the  passage  of  the  in- 
closed order. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

Whereas,  The  City  of  Boston  is  the  present 
owner  of  property  situated  at  the  corner  of  North 
Grove  street  and  Fruit  street,  in  said  City  of  Bos- 
ton, and  is  also  the  owner  of  property  situated  on 
the  northwesterly  side  of  said  North  Grove  street, 
between  Fruit  street  and  Cambridge  street,  and 
formerly  used  as  an  engine  house  of  the  Boston 
Fire  Department  and  now  in  use  by  the  Sheriff  of 
Suffolk  County;  and 

Whereas,  About  22,800  square  feet  of  land  with 
a  frontage  of  about  162  feet  on  said  North  Grove 
street,  with  the  buildings  thereon,  are  no  longer 
needed  for  public  purposes,  and  about  2,000  square 
feet  of  land,  witli  the  building  thereon,  and  for- 
merly used  as  an  engine  house  of  the  Boston  Fire 
Department,  as  aforesaid,  with  a  frontage  of  about 
40  feet  on  said  North  Grove  street,  are  no  longer 
needed  for  public  purposes;  and 

Whereas,  The  Massachusetts  General  Hospital 
a  corporation  duly  organized  under  the  laws  of 
the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts  and  having 
an  usual  place  of  business  in  Boston  in  said  Com- 
monwealth, desire  to  purcnase  for  hospital  pur- 
poses the  above  described  parcels  of  land  with 
the  buildings  thereon; 

Now,  therefore,  it  is  hereby  ordered,  That  his 
Honor  the  Mayor  be,  and  he  hereby  is,  authorized 
to  affix  the  corporate  seal  of  the  City  of  Boston 
and  to  sign  in  the  name  and  behalf  of  said  City 
of  Boston  an  instrument  in  writing,  satisfactory 
in  form  to  the  Law  Department  of  the  said  City 
of  Boston,  wherein  the  said  City  of  Boston  grants 
to  the  said  Massachusetts  General  Hospital  about 
22,800  square  feet  of  land  with  the  buildings  thereon 
situated  in  said  Boston  on  the  southerly  side  of 
Fruit  street  and  on  the  northwesterly  side  of  North 
Grove  street,  at  the  corner  of  said  streets,  and 
having  a  frontage  of  about  162  feet  on  North 
Grove  street,  and  wherein  the  said  City  of  Boston 
also    grants    to    the    said    Massachusetts    General 


Hospital  about  2,000  square  feet  of  land  situated 
on  the  northwesterly  side  of  said  North  Grove 
street,  between  Fruit  street  and  Cambridge  street, 
and  having  a  frontage  of  about  40  feet  on  the  said 
North  Grove  street,  together  with  the  building 
thereon  which  was  formerly  used  as  an  engine 
house  of  the  Fire  Department  of  the  City  of  Boston 
as  aforesaid. 

And  it  is  further  ordered,  That  his  Honor  the 
Mayor  be,  and  he  hereoy  is,  authorized  to  deliver 
the  said  written  instrument  to  the  said  Massa- 
chusetts General  Hospital,  conveying  the  land 
and  buildings  above  described  to  it  upon  the  pay- 
ment to  the  said  City  of  Boston  by  the  Massa- 
chusetts General  Hospital  of  six  dollars  per  square 
foot  for  the  said  land  with  the  buildings  thereon. 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 


DRIVEWAYS  AT  NEW  DORCHESTER  HIGH 
SCHOOL. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  August  17,  1931. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  herewith  transmit  to  you  report 
from  Joseph  A.  Rourke,  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works,  regarding  your  inquiry  concerning  the 
driveways  at  the  new  Dorchester  High  School. 
This  is  in  reply  to  your  order  of  August  3.  1931. 
Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Public  Works  Department, 

August  11,  1931. 
To  His  Honor  the  Mayor. 

In  reply  to  attached  order  in  Council,  by  Coun- 
cilor Norton,  "That  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  be  requested 
to  inform  the  Council  as  to  the  peculiar  nature  of 
the  asphalt  specifications  in  bids  opened  July  30, 
1931,  for  the  driveways  at  the  new  Dorchester 
High  School  for  Boys."  We  have  no  knowledge 
of  any  specifications  written  in  this  department 
for  driveways  at  the  new  Dorchester  High  School 
for  Boys. 

Yours  respectfully. 
Joseph  A.  Rourke, 
Commissioner  of  Public  Works. 
Placed  on  file. 


ABATEMENT  TO  ADAMS  HOUSE. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston. 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  August  17.  1931. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  report  from 
Edward  T.  Kelly,  chairman  of  the  Board  of  As- 
sessors, regarding  your  inquiry  concerning  the 
Adams  House.  This  is  in  reply  to  your  order  of 
August  3.  1931. 

Respectfully. 
James  M.  Curley.  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Assessing  Department.  August  12.  1931. 
Hon.  James  M.  Curley, 

Mayor  of  Boston. 
Dear  Sir, — Referring  to  the  rrder  of  the  City 
Council,  dated  August  3.  1931.  requesting  that  the 
assessors  advise  that  body  whether  any  abatement 
had  been  given  to  the  Adams  House  this  year,  and 
if  so,  what  amount  and  for  what  reason  said  abate- 
ment was  given,  I  beg  to  state  that  no  abatement 
was  made  upon  the  so-called  "Adams  House" 
property  for  the  year  1930. 

The  period  for  filing  applications  for  abatement 
for  the  year  1931  will  not  begin  until  September  1 
of  the  current  year. 

Respectfully. 
Edward  T.  Kelly.  Chairman. 
Placed  on  file. 


RETAINING  WALL,  NORTH  MEAD  STREET. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston. 
Office  of  the  Mayor.  August  17.  1931. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen. — I    transmit   herewith    report    from 
Joseph    A.    Rourke,    Commissioner   of   the    Public 
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Works,  relative  to  your  request  for  a  retaining  wall 
on  North  Mead  street,  Ward  2.  This  is  in  reply 
to  your  order  of  August  3,  1931. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Public  Works  Department, 

August  12,  1931. 
To  His  Honor  the  Mayor. 

In  reply  to  attached  order,  in  Council,  by  Coun- 
cilor Green,  "That  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor, 
to  provide  for  the  erection  of  a  retaining  wall  on 
North  Mead  street,  Ward  2,  at  the  point  where 
earth  was  recently  removed  by  a  contractor,  as  a 
result  of  which  houses  in  the  immediate  vicinity 
are  seriously  menaced  by  a  landslide."  This 
matter  has  been  referred  to  the  Street  Commis- 
sioners, as  it  will  undoubtedly  mean  the  taking  of 
additional  land.  We  do  not  think  there  is  any 
need  of  a  flight  of  steps  to  Medford  street,  how- 
ever, as  450  feet  away  is  St.  Martin  street  with 
steps  providing  suitable  access  to  Bunker  Hill 
street  from  Medford. 

Yours  respectfully, 
Joseph  A.  Rourke, 
Commissioner  of  Public  Works. 
Placed  on  file. 


FIELD  HOUSE,  SULLIVAN  SQUARE 
PLAYGROUND. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  August  11,  1931. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  submit  herewith  a  communica- 
tion received  from  the  Park  Commissioner,  William 
P.  Long,  relative  to  the  field  house  at  Sullivan 
Square  Playground,  the  same  constituting  a  reply 
to  order  by  your  honorable  body  under  date  of 
August  3,  1931. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Park  Department,  August  10,  1931. 
Hon.  James  M.  Curley, 

Mayor  of  Boston. 
Dear  Sir, — I  am  in  receipt  of  an  order  from  the 
City  Council  to  place  the  field  house  at  the  Sullivan 
Square    Playground    in    a    suitable    and    sanitary 
condition. 

I  assure  you  that  the  field  house  is  always  in  a 
suitable  condition.  Very  true,  the  fixtures  have 
been  destroyed  by  vandals  at  various  times  and 
they  are  replaced  as  soon  as  the  department  forces 
can  possibly  get  to  it.  At  the  present  time  there 
are  certain  fixtures  destroyed  (even  during  the 
past  week)  which  will  be  repaired  immediately. 
Very  respectfully  yours, 

William  P.  Long,  Chairman. 
Placed  on  file. 


REPORT  OF  SUPERINTENDENT  OF 
SUPPLIES. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  August  12,  1931. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  beg  to  submit  herewith  report 
ol  the  Superintendent  of  Supplies,  in  answer  to 
the  order  adopted  by  your  honorable  body  under 
date  of  August  3,  1931. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Supply  Department,  August  7,  1931. 
Hon.  James  M.  Curley, 

Mayor  of  Boston. 
Dear  Sir, — I  respectfully  request  that  you  inform 
the  Boston  City  Council,  as  per  order  of  August  3, 
1931,  that  the  annual  report  ot  this  department 
was  sent  to  the  City  of  Boston  Printing  Depart- 
ment May  27,  1931,  to  be  printed! 

Respectfully  yours, 

Philip  A.  Chapman, 
Superintendent  of  Supplies. 
Placed  on  file. 


City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  August  7,  1931. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — Replying  to  order  adopted  by 
your  honorable  body  under  date  of  August  3,  copy 
of  which  is  herewith  attached,  I  beg  to  state  that 
upon  August  1  I  received  a  communication  from 
the  waitresses  at  the  City  Hospital  requesting  that 
the  institution  supply  uniforms. 

I  immediately  consulted  the  superintendent  of 
the  institution  and  he  stated  that  the  custom  pre- 
vailing was  the  result  of  an  order  from  the  Budget 
Commissioner,  but  after  full  consideration  we  were 
in  an  agreement  that  hereafter  all  persons  receiving 
twenty  dollars  a  week,  or  less,  in  salary  be  supplied 
with  uniforms  by  the  institution,  provided  that 
there  are  no  legal  obstacles  to  prevent  such  action. 
Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

Placed  on  file. 


PAYMENT  TO  BLUE  HILL  ICE  CREAM 

COMPANY. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  August  4,  1931. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  beg  to  submit  herewith  report 
of  the  Director  of  Public  Celebrations,  the  same 
containing  a  reply  to  the  order  adopted  by  your 
honorable  body  under  date  of  July  13,  and  in  view 
of  the  facts  therein  set  forth  there  is  no  way  in 
which  the  City  of  Boston  can  legally  pay  the  sum 
of  $240  to  the  Blue  Hill  Ice  Cream  Company. 

Under  the  circumstances  the  matter  of  payment 
rests  between  City  Councilor  Kelly  and  the  Blue 
Hill  Ice  Cream  Company,  and  so  far  as  I  can  ascer- 
tain the  city  is  in  no  way  liable. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  Public  Celebrations, 

July  31,  1931. 
Hon.  James  M.  Curley, 

Mayor  of  Boston. 

Dear  Sir, — I  beg  to  return  herewith  an  order 
adopted  by  the  City  Council  July  13,  1931,  and 
submit  herewith   the  following  report: 

On  June  30,  1931,  Mr.  Travers  of  the  Public 
Celebrations  Department  brought  to  my  attention 
the  vouchers  for  July  Fourth  Ward  Celebrations 
for  approval.  On  July  1,  1931,  representatives 
of  H.  P.  Hood  &  Sons  Company  and  John  F. 
Glynn  complained  that  they  were  not  being  con- 
sidered and  also  that  orders  were  being  placed 
outside  the  city  for   ice  cream. 

1  there!  ore  directed  that  all  orders  not  already 
placed  and  for  which  signed  vouchers  had  not  been 
issued,  should  be  placed  with  local  firms  doing 
business  in  Boston,  provided  that  the  prices  were 
not  higher. 

Accordingly,  Mr.  Travers  changed  the  orders 
for  several  wards.  One  of  these  was  Ward  15  and 
Mr.  Travers  reported  that  he  endeavored  for 
several  days  to  get  in  touch  with  Councilor  Kelly 
without  success,  it  being  reported  that  he  was  in 
New  York.  In  order  to  avoid  duplication  Mr. 
Travers  called  the  Blue  Hill  Ice  Cream  Company 
and  told  them  to  cancel  any  order  they  might  have, 
as  no  voucher  would  be  sent  them  and  they  could 
not  present  a  bill  without  a  voucher.  It  was  Mr. 
Travers'  understanding  that  the  councilor  had 
ordered  ice  cream  in  the  amount  of  $450.  This 
order  was  placed  with  John  F.  Glynn,  28  Kingston 
street,  Boston,  for  $360. 

On  July  6,  1931,  a  bill  was  received,  without  a 
voucher,  in  the  amount  of  $240  from  the  Blue  Hill 
Ice  Cream  Company  stating  "order  of  Councilor 
Kelly."  This  bill  has  not  been  approved  for 
payment. 

It  appears  that  the  original  allotment  for  Ward 
15  for  ice  cream  was  $450  and  bills  have  been  pre- 
sented in  the  amounts  of  $360  and  $240.  the 
former  being  in  order  and  paid.  Why  the  latter 
is  for  $240  instead  of  $450  we  do  not  know  and 
can  only  suggest  that  Councilor  Kelly  was  aware 
that  a  proper  order  had  been  placed  and  reduced 
the  amount  of  his  order  to  the  Blue  Hill  Ice  Cream 
Company.  We  believe  the  ice  cream  was  delivered 
and  used,  but  if  paid  will  make  a  total  of  $600  as 
against  $450  allotted. 

About  July  13.  1931,  Councilor  Kelly  called 
upon  me  and  asked  who  was  going  to  pay  the  bill. 
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I  explained  the  circumstances  to  him  and  expressed 
my  regret  that  1  could  not  pass  the  bill  for  payment. 
The  amounts  expended  for  ice  cream   and   the 
distribution  are  given  herewith: 

H.  P.  Hood  &  Sons  Company,  500  Ruth- 
erford avenue,  Boston $1,436  70 

Creme-Supreme  Company,  1605  Colum- 
bus avenue,  Boston 1,016  61 

Fitzpatrick   Brothers,   342   Pearl   street, 

Maiden 1,649  30 

Dunn's  Ice  Cream  Company,  1032  Tre- 

mont  street,  Boston 422  50 

Puritan  ice  Cream  Company,  Washing- 
ton Btreet,  Jamaica  Plain 300  00 

General  Ice  Cream  Company,  183  Cam- 
bridge street,  Cambridge 174  00 

John    F.    Glynn,    28    Kingston    street, 

Boston 783  33 

May  I  respectfully  call  your  attention  to  my 
report  on  Fourth  of  July  Celebration,  dated  July 
7,  1931,  in  which  in  part  I  wrote:  "In  the  purchase 
of  ice  cream,  each  councilor  arranging  for  his  own, 
we  are  doubtful  of  the  quality  and  the  quantity 
delivered.  This  year  we  know  of  short  delivery 
in  several  cases  and  will  only  pay  for  amounts 
delivered.  Since  ice  cream  alone  amounts  to 
$5,700  it  would  seem  good  business  to  advertise 
this  item." 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Edmund  L.  Dolan, 
Director  of  Public  Celebrations. 
Placed  on  file. 


PETITIONS  REFERRED. 

The  following  petitions  were  received  and  re- 
ferred to  the  committees  named: 

Claims. 

Aetna  Engineering  Company,  for  refund  on 
unused  refuse  tickets. 

Christopher  Arbeene,  for  compensation  for 
damage  to  automobile  caused  by  an  alleged  defect 
on  Hudson  street. 

M.  Isabel  Ayer,  for  compensation  for  damage  to 
property  at  41  Province  street,  caused  by  overflow 
of  sewage. 

Boston  Tool  and  Accessory  Company,  for  com- 
pensation for  damage  to  property  at  253  Harvard 
street,  Dorchester,  caused  by  overflow  of  sewage. 

Brown-Wales  Company,  for  compensation  for 
damage  to  property  at  Westwood  street,  Dor- 
chester, caused  by  overflow  of  sewage. 

Dorothy  I.  and  John  W.  Bubar,  for  compensa- 
tion for  damage  to  clothing  by  city  truck. 

Jennie  Cosimo,  for  refund  on  license  fee. 

William  F.  Chase,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  car  caused  by  alleged  defect  on  Old  Colony 
avenue. 

Patrick  Cunningham,  for  compensation  for 
damage  to  property  at  15  Hecla  street,  caused  by 
spraying  of  trees. 

Margaret  L.  and  Henrietta  A.  Daley,  for  com- 
pensation for  damage  to  property  at  16  Auburn 
street,  caused  by  limbs  of  trees. 

Irving  R.  Dankner,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  car  caused  by  alleged  defect  on  Thacher  and 
Endicott  streets. 

George  W.  Davis,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
by  city  truck. 

Julia  Doherty,  for  compensation  for  injuries  to 
daughter  caused  by  alleged  defect  at  98  Main 
street,  Charlestown. 

Mrs.  M.  Doherty,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  alleged  defect  at  Bunker  Hill  Park. 

William  L.  Feeney,  for  refund  on  unused  refuse 
tickets. 

William  J.  Fitzgerald,  for  compensation  for  per- 
sonal injuries  caused  by  alleged  defect  on  Federal 
street. 

Mary  Flaherty,  for  compensation  for  injuries  to 
daughter  at  L  Street  Bath  House. 

E.  Florence  Gallagher,  for  compensation  for 
damage  to  property  at  13  and  15  Fuller  street, 
Dorchester,  caused  by  children  using  Bailey  Street 
School  Playground. 

John  T.  Gavin,  for  compensation  for  loss  of 
articles  at  L  Street  Bath  House. 

Frank  Giannelli,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  alleged  imperfect  bulkhead  at  298 
Hanover  street. 

Walter  G.  Gruebey,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  alleged  defect  on  East  Concord  street. 

Richard  Hangland,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  property  at  160  Lasell  street,  caused  by  con- 
struction of  street. 


Hannah  W.  Kenney,  for  compensation  for  in- 
juries caused  by  alleged  defect  in  front  of  249  West 
Broadway,  South  Boston. 

Henry  R.  Kurth,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  property  at  10  Museum  road,  caused  by  ash 
truck. 

John  J.  Laffey.  for  compensation  for  damage  to 
car  caused  by  alleged  defect  at  24  Carver  street. 

John  Lemansku,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  alleged  defect  of  bridge  at  Canterbury 
street. 

John  A.  Lowell  Bank  Note  Company,  for  refund 
on  unused  refuse  tickets. 

Mary  McCormack,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  alleged  defect  opposite  1176  Washington 
street. 

Thomas  O.  McEnaney.  for  compensation  for 
damage  to  property  at  714-720  Saratoga  street, 
caused  by  break  in  water  mains. 

Allan  J.  McKinnon,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  automobile  by  city  truck. 

Samuel  Michaelson,  for  compensation  for  in- 
juries to  son  caused  by  city  truck. 

Perry  Signs  Company,  for  refund  on  unused 
refuse  tickets. 

S.  Sagermister,  for  compensation  for  damage  to 
car  caused  by  alleged  defect  on  Hartford  street, 
Roxbury. 

Skinner  Organ  Company,  for  compensation  for 
damage  to  property  at  195  Sydney  street,  Dor- 
chester, caused  by  broken  drain. 

Mrs.  Arthur  Southall,  for  compensation  for  in- 
juries to  son  at  Tenean  Beach. 

Westwood  Farm  Milk  Company,  for  compensa- 
tion for  damage  to  wagon  by  city  truck. 

Whiting  Milk  Companies,  for  compensation  for 
death  of  horse  caused  by  alleged  defect  at  249A 
Harvard  street,  Dorchester. 

Mary  J.  Logan,  for  compensation  for  damage  to 
car  caused  by  alleged  defect  in  Morton  street. 


DIRECTOR,  WORKINGMEN'S  LOAN 
ASSOCIATION. 

Notice  was  received  from  his  Honor  the  Mayor 
of  the  appointment  of  Hyman  Manevitz,  17  Wild- 
wood  street,  Dorchester,  to  be  a  director  of  the 
Workingmen's  Loan  Association,  in  place  of  the 
late  Frederick  M.  J.  Sheenan. 

Placed  on  file. 


MEMBER,  OVERSEERS  OF  THE  PUBLIC 
WELFARE. 

Notice  was  received  from  his  Honor  the  Mayor 
of  the  appointment  of  Charles  J.  Mahoney,  1152 
Commonwealth  avenue.  Brighton,  to  be  a  member 
of  the  Overseers  of  the  Public  Welfare  for  the  term 
ending  April  30,  1933,  to  fill  the  vacancy  caused 
by  the  resignation  of  James  P.  Maloney. 

Placed  on  file. 


CONSTABLES'  BONDS. 

The  bonds  of  the  following-named  constables, 
having  been  duly  approved  by  the  City  Treasurer, 
were  received  and  approved:  Henry  Atwood, 
Edmund  D.  Cuneo,  William  J.  Baker. 


NOTICE  OF  INTEREST  IN  CONTRACT. 

Notice  was  received,  in  accordance  with  pro- 
visions of  Section  8  of  the  Charter  Amendments 
of  1909,  from  Courtenay  Guild,  member  of  the 
Boston  Finance  Commission,  stating  that  he  is 
the  owner  of  stock  in  the  Kinney  Manufacturing 
Company,  which  has  recently  contracted  to  sell 
two  street  sweepers  to  the  City  of  Boston. 

Placed  on  file. 


BOSTON  ELEVATED  RAILWAY  TRACK 
LOCATION. 

Notice  was  received  from  the  Board  of  Street 
Commissioners  submitting  an  order  granting  to 
the  Boston  Elevated  Railway  Company  the  right 
to  construct,  maintain  and  use  an  addition  to  and 
an  alteration  of  its  existing  locations,  as  follows: 
Single  track  on  Cambridge  street  and  on  the  north- 
erly side  of  Longfellow  Bridge,  from  and  connecting 
with   existing   double  track  at   the  East   Boston 
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Tunnel  entrance  at  Cambridge  street,  to  and  con- 
necting with  existing  single  track  on  said  bridge, 
at  a  point  about  240  feet  from  its  easterly  end. 
Placed  on  file. 


EXTENSION  OF  TIME  TO  BOSTON 
ELEVATED  RAILWAY. 

Notice  was  received  from  the  Board  of  Street 
Commissioners,  of  the  extension  to  June  3,  1932, 
to  the  Boston  Elevated  Railway  Company,  for 
the  completion  of  the  work  of  laying  a  right-hand 
cross-over  on  Huntington  avenue,  between  Irv- 
ington  and  Garrison  streets,  being  the  seventy- 
fourth  location  granted  to  them  under  order  of 
the  Board  of  Street  Commissioners  on  June  3, 
1930,  and  approved  by  the  Mayor  on  June  14, 
1930. 

Placed  on  file. 


SOLDIERS'  RELIEF. 

The  Committee  on  Soldiers'  Relief  submitted  a 
report  recommending  the  passage  of  an  order 
granting  aid  to  soldiers  and  sailors  and  their  families 
for  the  month  of  August,  1931. 

Report  accepted;  order  passed. 


PURCHASES  FROM  MOHAWK  PACKING 
COMPANY. 

Coun.  DOWD  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Supplies 
be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to 
furnish  the  City  Council  with  a  detailed  report  of 
daily  purchases  by  the  city  from  the  Mohawk 
Packing  Company  for  the  period  from  January  3, 
1930,  to  July  15,  1931. 

Coun.  DOwD — The  order  which  I  have  just 
introduced  calls  for  the  Superintendent  of  Supplies 
to  furnish  the  Council  with  the  detailed  report  of 
the  business  transacted  daily  with  the  Mohawk 
Packing  Company.  Unquestionably  it  will  show 
that  while  under  the  provisions  of  the  charter  there 
is  spent  $399  to  $990  every  day  and  every  other 
day  for  meat,  still  to  my  mind  it  is  not  the  purport 
of  the  Boston  City  Charter.  I  was  quite  amazed 
and  rather  amused  after  my  charges  of  the  last 
meeting  to  read  the  statement  of  Treasurer  Dolan, 
— very  evasive,  very  cunning,  and  made  to  deceive 
the  public.  Let  me  first  correct  the  treasurer  of 
the  City  of  Boston, by  stating  that  in  none  of  my 
remarks  have  I  ever  mentioned  the  Mohawk  Meat 
Company.  He  knows  as  well  as  I  do  that  there 
is  no  concern  doing  business  in  the  City  of  Boston 
as  the  Mohawk  Meat  Company,  and  his  answer 
is  that  he  never  has  been  or  is  not  connected  with 
the  Mohawk  Meat  Company.  Well,  I  agree  with 
the  treasurer,  he  is  not  and  never  has  been  con- 
nected with  the  Mohawk  Meat  Company,  because 
there  is  no  such  concern  doing  business;  and  when 
he  made  that  statement  he  knew  he  was  making  it 
simply  to  deceive  the  people  of  Boston.  I  said 
two  weeks  ago  that  records  would  not  lie  and  I 
say  that  the  statement  of  Treasurer  Dolan  that 
he  is  not  or  was  not  connected  with  the  Mohawk 
Meat  Company  simply  shows  that  he  is  delib- 
erately lying;  that  he  knows  his  connection  with 
the  Mohawk  Packing  Company  as  well  as  I  and 
the  people  interested  in  that  business  in  the  entire 
city  know.  I  have  in  my  hand  and  under  the 
State  seal  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachu- 
setts a  certified  copy  of  the  Mohawk  Packing 
Company, — incorporated  for  what?  Incorporated 
for  $100,000;  and  who  are  the  incorporators? 
They  are  the  gentlemen  that  I  named  here  two 
weeks  ago;  the  late  Walter  J.  Dolan,  Edward  M. 
Collins,  James  F.  Rogers  and  Edmund  L.  Dolan. 
That  record  from  the  Secretary  of  State's  office. 
Mr.  President  and  gentlemen,  does  not  lie,  and 
when  the  City  Treasurer  says  that  he  is  not  con- 
nected with  said  concern;  when  the  City  Treas- 
urer Dolan  denied  last  night  that  he  had  any 
interest  whatsoever  in  the  company;  he  said  he 
was  not  inclined  even  to  discuss  the  matter  inas- 
much as  he  has  nothing  to  do  with  the  company, 
and  never  had  any  connection  with  it — I  say 
when  Mr.  Dolan  said  that  that  he  was  deliberately 
lying.  You  cannot  get  behind  the  records  of  the 
Secretary  of  State's  office,  and  I  offer  this  as  a 
matter  to  be  printed  in  the  record  that  Edmund 
L.  Dolan  is  one  of  the  four  incorporators  of  a 
$100,000  concern,  and  1  ask  him  to  repudiate 
that   record  from   the  Secretary  of  State's  office. 


No  man,  no  matter  who  he  is,  is  allowing  his  name 
to  be  used  in  a  $100,000  corporation  unless  he  is 
financially  interested  in  it,  and  regardless  of  what 
they  say  when  they  issued  the  name  of  Mr.  Butler 
from  Winthrop — he  filed  in  1926  in  the  City  Clerk's 
office  as  an  individual  owner  when  the  corpora- 
tion at  the  State  House  was  not  dissolved  until 
1929.  Can  you  imagine  any  company  allowing 
an  individual  to  go  in,  and  here  we  have  the  situa- 
tion of  the  Mohawk  Packing  Company  operating 
as  a  corporation  at  the  State  House  and  the 
Mohawk  Corporation  acting  as  an  individual 
owner  in  City  Hall.  I  say  that  the  name  of  Mr. 
Butler  has  been  injected  into  this  matter  simply 
because  he  is  a  straw  man  and  simply  receives 
his  week's  salary,  and  that  the  Mohawk  Packing 
Company  is  and  has  been  principally  owned  by 
the  City  Treasurer.  I  charge  that  the  quality 
of  the  meat  is  not  up  to  specifications  and  I  hold 
in  my  hand  a  petition  which  has  been  sent  to  me, 
without  solicitation  on  my  part,  by  sixteen  em- 
ployees of  the  Boston  City  Hospital  where  they 
state  that  the  undersigned  employees  of  the  City 
Hospital  state  that  the  quality  of  meat  served  to 
both  patients  and  employees  is  far  below  the 
quality  of  meat  served  to  them  in  the  past.  I 
say,  Mr.  President,  that  the  chairman  of  the 
Finance  Commission  instead  of  investigating  the 
School  Department  and  instead  of  spending  five 
hours  investigating  $240  worth  of  ice  cream,  it  is 
about  time  he  got  on  to  his  job  and  investigated 
other  departments  of  City  Hall. 

Order  passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


DISCHARGE  OF  ALIEN  NURSES. 

Coun.  DOWD  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Trustees  of  the  Boston  City 
Hospital  be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the 
Mayor,  to  discharge  immediately  the  twenty-eight 
alien  nurses  employed  at  that  institution,  in  con- 
formity with  the  provisions  of  the  City  Charter. 

Coun.  DOWD — About  five  weeks  ago  1  wrote 
to  the  Superintendent  of  the  Boston  City  Hospital 
stating  that  there  were  twenty-eight  nurses  em- 
ployed there  who  were  aliens  and  should  be  dis- 
charged under  the  provisions  of  our  City  Charter, 
because  I  am  of  the  opinion  that  there  are  enough 
Boston  girls  and  citizens  who  are  walking  the 
streets  unable  to  obtain  work.  The  hospital 
authorities  made  an  investigation  and  found  four 
of  the  twenty-eight  had  not  even  their  first  papers 
out  and  twenty-four  had  only  their  first  papers 
out.  Now  I  insist  the  mere  fact  the  party  has 
his  first  papers  out  does  not  entitle  him  to  Amer- 
ican citizenship  and  I  call  upon  the  trustees  to 
discharge  immediately,  in  accordance  with  the 
provisions  of  our  City  Charter,  the  twenty-eight 
nurses  who  are  aliens  employed  there. 

Order  passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


INSPECTION  OF  GARBAGE  INCINERATING 
PLANTS. 
Coun.  DOWD  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  requested 
to  appoint  a  committee  of  twelve  citizens  of  Bos- 
ton,  representing  the  local  improvement  associa- 
tions, to  visit  New  York  and  inspect  and  report 
upon    the   operation   of   the   garbage   incinerating 
plants  in  that  city. 

Coun.  DOWD — Mr.  President,  I  note  by  the 
newspapers  that  a  meeting  was  held  in  the  Mayor's 
office  in  reference  to  the  garbage  contract  and 
while  everybody  there  seemed  to  be  in  favor  of 
the  installation  of  incinerators,  the  question  was 
put  up  to  them,  would  they  care  to  have  an  incin- 
erator placed  in  their  back  yard.  1  don't  think 
there  is  any  question  and  doubt  in  the  mind  of 
any  individual  that  it  would  be  hard  to  locate 
seven  or  eight  incinerating  plants  in  the  City  of 
Boston.  I  don't  think  you  would  have  any  trouble 
in  East  Boston,  because  an  incinerator  there 
would  be  a  great  improvement  over  what  is  in 
East  Boston  at  the  present  time.  There  wouldn't 
be  any  trouble  in  Charlestown.  1  know  in  Rox- 
bury  and  Dorchester  incinerators  would  be  much 
better  than  the  rat-trap  dumps  they  have  at  the 
present  time.  We  have  at  the  present  time  oper- 
ating within  the  United  States  incinerators  in 
eighty  large  cities  in  America  and  if  they  are 
satisfactory  there,  then  I  assume  they  must  be 
and  would  be  satisfactory  to  the  citizens  of  Moston  . 
Of  course,  we  are  interested  in  the  cost  of  incin- 
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eration  and  the  cost  of  what  the  Coleman  contract 
would  be.  The  Coleman  contract  calls  for  the 
sum  of  $356,000  a  year.  The  city  of  Providence 
has  an  incinerator  there,  a  150-ton  incinerator, 
the  cost  of  which  is  $1,500  a  ton.  That  practically 
takes  care  of  the  entire  city  of  Providence.  Seven 
of  those  incinerators  erected  in  Boston  would 
cost  Boston  $1,565,000.  The  life  of  an  incinerator 
is  from  twenty-five  to  thirty  years,  but  we  will 
take  it  at  the  minimum  and  say  twenty  years, 
and  over  a  period  of  twenty  years  if  this  garbage 
contract  is  renewed, — and  it  probably  will  be 
renewed  and  renewed  again  at  the  expiration  of 
ten  years, — it  would  cost  the  city  for  the  contract 
alone  the  sum  of  $6,900,000  for  twenty  years; 
and  the  cost  of  incineration  for  the  same  period 
would  be  $1,565,000.  The  upkeep  of  the  same 
possibly  would  amount  to  a  million  or  a  million 
and  a  half  dollars,  bringing  the  cost  of  incinera- 
tion in  Boston  at  least  two  and  a  half  and  possibly 
three  million  dollars  against  a  rough  figure  of 
seven  million  under  the  Coleman  contract.  1 
believe  the  only  fair  way — I  don't  desire  an  incin- 
erator in  anybody's  back  yard,  but  if  they  have 
proved  a  success  in  New  York,  Philadelphia  and 
Pittsburgh,  they  would  be  a  success  in  the  City  of 
Boston,  and  before  we  do  anything  we  are  asking 
the  Mayor  of  Boston  to  appoint  twelve  men  from 
local  associations  and  improvement  associations 
throughout  the  City  of  Boston  to  go  to  New  York 
and  study  the  installation  of  the  incinerators  there 
with  a  view  to  establishing  them  here,  and  if  they 
are  established,  they  would  mean  a  saving  of  three 
and  a  half  to  four  million  dollars  in  twenty  years 
to  the  taxpayers  of  the  City  of  Boston. 
Order  passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


REQUEST  OF  OVERSEERS  OF  PUBLIC 
WELFARE. 

Coun.  DOWD  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Board  of  Overseers  of  the 
Public  Welfare  be  requested,  through  his  Honor 
the  Mayor,  to  discontinue  the  requirement  that 
men  receiving  aid  shall,  as  a  condition  thereto, 
work  upon  the  streets  of  the  city. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


REQUEST  OF  DEPARTMENT  OF  SCHOOL 
BUILDINGS. 

Coun.  DOWD  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Department  of  School  Build- 
ings be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor, 
to  award  all  future  work  to  Boston  citizens  and 
Boston  business  concerns. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


APPROPRIATION  TRANSFER. 

Coun.  DOWD  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  requested 
to  transfer  from  the  appropriation  for  some  other 
department   a  sum   sufficient  for  temporary  help 
at  the  Boston  City  Hospital. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


ADDITIONAL   INVESTIGATORS,   PUBLIC 
WELFARE  DEPARTMENT. 

Coun.  DOWD  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Overseers  of  the  Public  Wel- 
fare be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor, 
to  place  additional  investigators  at  work  in  order 
that  the  old  age  pension,  which  was  effective  as 
of  July  1,  may  be  put  into  operation  immediately. 
Coun.  DOWD — The  old  age  pension  was  enacted 
to  take  effect  July  1.  Here  we  are  in  the  middle 
of  August  and  have  been  informed  by  the  Over- 
seers that  possibly  another  month  will  be  required 
before  any  attempt  is  made  to  pay  these  poor  and 
aged  persons  who  have  applied  for  aid  on  July  1. 
1  say  the  solution  and  the  only  thing  that  is  holding 
it  up  is  the  fact  that  they  have  not  enough  visitors, 
which  is  testified  to  by  the  efficient  report  of  the 
Finance  Commission  which  in  substance  says  that 
collusion  and  graft  is  open  in  every  branch  of  the 
Overseers,  and  I  believe,  while  I  am  on  my  feet 
speaking  on  that,  that  the  Mayor  of  Boston  should 
take  some  recognition  of  what  the  Finance  Com- 


mission says  in  reference  to  the  Overseers  and 
start  a  general  reorganization  while  they  are  spend- 
ing millions  of  dollars  there. 

Order  passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


PAINTING    OF   TRAFFIC    LANES,  SCHOOL- 
HOUSES,  WARD  19. 

Coun.  MURRAY  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,   That  the  Boston  Traffic   Commission 
be  requested,   through  his  Honor  the   Mayor,   to 
have  traffic  lanes  painted  in  the  proper  locations 
about  all  the  schoolhouses  in  Ward  19. 
Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


TRANSFER  OF  ENGINE  COMPANY  41. 

Coun.  HEIN  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Fire  Commissioner  be  re- 
quested, through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  transfer 
Engine  Company  41  from  Harvard  avenue  to 
Union  square. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


GLENVILLE  AVENUE  AS  A  ONE-WAY 
STREET. 

Coun  HEIN  offered  the  following: 

Ordered.  That  the  Boston  Traffic  Commission 
be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to 
designate  Glenville  avenue.  Ward  21,  from  Harvard 
avenue  west  to  Greylock  road,  as  a  one-way 
street. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


SCHOOL   FOR    INSTRUCTION  OF    MOTOR- 
CYCLE OFFICERS. 

Coun.  HEIN  offered  the  following: 

Ordered.  That  the  Police  Commissioner  be  re- 
quested, through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  con- 
sider the  advisability  of  establishing  a  school  for 
the  proper  instruction  of  motorcycle  officers. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


REQUEST  OF  POLICE  COMMISSIONER. 

Coun.  RUBY  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Police  Commissioner  be  re- 
quested, through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  not  to 
disturb  the  present  personnel  of  any  of  the  divisions 
to  increase  the  traffic  force. 

Coun.  RUBY — Mr.  President,  1  was  interested 
to  read  in  one  of  the  dailies  a  few  days  ago  that 
there  was  some  talk  of  the  Police  Commissioner 
of  the  City  of  Boston  taking  some  of  the  men  from 
the  different  police  divisions  of  the  city  and  creating 
them  in  other  new  jobs  as  policemen  engaged  in 
the  conduct  of  traffic  regulations.  Now  1  believe 
that  it  will  be  an  unwise  thing  for  the  Police  Com- 
missioner to  disturb  any  of  the  divisions,  some  of 
which  I  understand  at  the  present  time  are  under- 
manned, and  create  them  a  part  of  the  Traffic 
Commission  so  that  those  men  who  are  taken  from 
the  outlying  police  divisions  are  put  on  traffic 
duty  tagging  cars.  It  is  just  as  important  to  have 
enough  men  patrolling  the  outlying  sections  of 
Boston  so  that  the  citizens  may  be  protected  and 
their  homes  may  be  safeguarded  as  to  have  police 
tagging  automobiles,  and  if  there  was  to  be  an 
increase  in  the  Traffic  Police  Department  of  our 
city,  it  ought  to  be  by  new  men  instead  of  taking 
men  from  other  divisions  and  undermanning  those 
divisions,  and  I  ask  for  the  passage  of  the  order 
under  suspension  of  the  rule. 

Coun.  DONOVAN— While  talking  about  the 
Traffic  Commissioner  and  the  Police  Commis- 
sioner, I  believe  the  Police  Commissioner  and  the 
Traffic  Commissioner  should  use  common  sense 
in  the  application  and  the  tagging  of  cars  in  the 
City  of  Boston.  Last  Wednesday  I  had  an  occa- 
sion to  visit  City  Hall.  I  left  my  car  parked  on 
Court  street,  from  12.45  to  1  o'clock,  and  because 
I  stayed  at  City  Hall  for  fifteen  minutes,  1  found 
myself  tagged  as  I  went  out  on  Court  street.  Now, 
since  last  Wednesday  there  has  been  both  sides 
of  Court  street  lined  with  cars,  but  no  tagging 
going  on.  Now,  this  tagging  of  cars  in  this  city  is 
a  joke  at  the  present  time  when  we  consider  we 
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have  certain  concessions,  and  taxicabs  are  allowed 
to  stand  outside  of  hotels,  but  a  man  who  owns  a 
little  home  cannot  allow  his  car  to  stand  outside 
because  the  police  are  tagging  cars.  I  think  there 
can  be  a  solution  of  this  problem,  but  at  the 
present  time  I  abhor  and  detest  the  method  em- 
ployed by  the  Police  and  Traffic  Commissioners 
in  not  applying  common  sense.  At  the  present 
time  the  automobile  owner  is  suffering  from  over- 
taxation; and  what  do  we  see  as  a  result  of  these 
new  traffic  rules  and  regulations;  that  the  citizens 
are  being  hauled  into  court  for  no  reason  at  all 
other  than  the  Traffic  Commissioner  and  the  Police 
Commissioner  cannot  agree.  1  say  it  is  time  to 
stop.  I  received  three  tags  in  the  last  week.  I 
was  down  at  the  Board  of  Overseers  and  was 
tagged  there;  tagged  right  opposite  this  door  and 
I  did  not  take  advantage  of  staying  an  hour  or 
two.  At  the  present  time  I  am  parked  on  Cornhill 
and  when  I  go  out  1  will  be  tagged;  and  1  say  it  is 
time  for  this  body  to  take  some  active  step  to 
stop  this  controversy  between  the  Police  Com- 
missioner and  the  Traffic  Commissioner. 
Order  passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule 


INFORMATION    REQUESTED    FROM 
SCHOOL  COMMITTEE. 

Coun.  RUBY  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  School  Committee  be  re- 
quested, through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  give 
the  City  Council  the  following  information: 

1.  How  much  vacant  land  purchased  for  school 
purposes  in  different  sections  of  the  city  on  which 
no  school  buildings  have  been  erected  and  where 
located? 

2.  How  much  has  been  paid  for  said  land? 

3.  How  much  has  been  expended  on  prelim- 
inary architects'  fees  with  reference  to  said  land? 

Coun.  RUBY — 1  attended  a  special  meeting  of 
the  School  Committee  last  Monday  which  was 
called  for  the  purpose  of  deciding  on  the  erection 
of  two  schoolhouses  in  Boston  with  money  that 
is  now  available  for  that  purpose.  I  was  given  to 
understand  there  that  at  the  present  time  there 
is  over  two  and  a  half  million  dollars  available 
for  school  purposes  and  the  only  reason  the  school 
buildings  have  not  been  erected  is  because  the 
School  Committee  cannot  agree  on  the  location 
for  the  building  of  same.  After  months  of  quib- 
bling, the  School  Committee  has  unanimously 
passed  for  the  immediate  construction  of  an  addi- 
tion to  the  Public  Latin  School  on  Worthington 
street  which  will  cost  $750,000  or  8800,000.  With 
the  expenditure  of  that  amount  of  money  there 
will  still  be  available  for  another  high  school  the 
sum  of  over  $1,250,000.  I  understand  this  amount 
of  money  is  endeavored  to  be  allocated  to  the 
Dorchester  district  of  Boston  for  a  girls'  high 
school  to  take  care  of  the  overcrowded  condi- 
tions with  reference  to  girls'  high  schools.  It 
seems  the  School  Committee  in  their  desire  to 
build  a  school  are  unable  to  agree  and  they  have 
been  giving  the  impression  that  they  cannot  agree 
because  public  officials  of  the  Dorchester  district 
are  unable  to  agree  on  a  site.  I  made  the  state- 
ment to  them  then  that  1  felt  a  girls'  high  school 
is  urgently  needed  in  Dorchester  and  ought  to  be 
built  and  1  went  on  record  there  that  although 
there  was  an  available  site  in  the  Grove  Hall 
section  of  Boston  on  which  a  sum  of  $36,000  or 
more  was  spent  in  1928  for  a  girls'  high  school, 
and  although  on  which  over  $12,000  has  been 
spent  for  preliminary  architects'  fees,  not  one  inch 
of  that  land  has  been  used  for  school  purposes; 
and  there  was  an  admission  at  that  time,  and  I 
refer  back  to  1928  when  this  land  was  purchased, 
Superintendent  Burke  agreed  that  in  that  section 
a  high  school  was  necessary  because  of  the  over- 
crowding on  the  Memorial  Higli  School;  and  at 
that  time  there  was  stated  that  if  a  school  were 
built  in  that  section  it  could  immediately  accom- 
modate 450  girls  who  are  at  present  going  to  the 
high  school  in  town  known  as  the  Colony,  a  part 
of  the  West  Newton  Street  School,  which  I  under- 
stand is  unfit  for  school  purposes;  and  there  are 
over  600  girls  now  in  an  overcrowded  district  in 
the  Memorial  High  School;  and  that  there  should 
be  placed  in  a  school  immediately  in  Dorchester 
some  1,500  girls  who  need  high  school  facilities. 
I  said  last  Monday,  and  I  repeat  now.  that  if  the 
School  Committee  in  its  judgment  decides  that 
Grove  Hall  section  is  not  a  fit  location  for  the  school, 
then  it  ought  to  select  a  location,  and  whether  it  be 
at  Upham's  Corner,  at  Meeting  House  Hill,  at 
Fields  Corner,  or  at  Grove  Hall,  it  should  immedi- 


ately commence  the  erection  of  this  school.  Today 
there  is  as  much  or  more  unemployment  in  the 
building  trades  line  as  there  ever  was  and  if  these 
two  schools  are  commenced  it  would  put  to  work 
hundreds  of  men  in  the  building  trades  so  that  we 
could  relieve  legitimate  unemployment  and  I 
raised  that  question  to  them.  In  spite  of  the 
fact  I  understand  a  conference  was  held  down 
stairs  about  two  weeks  ago  and  it  was  then  defi- 
nitely decided,  as  I  understand  it,  where  the  loca- 
tion for  the  girls'  high  school  shall  be,  they  got 
together  four  days  later  and  turned  about  face. 
Now  I  say,  Mr.  President,  it  is  about  time  that 
we,  the  taxpayers  of  Boston,  know  what  is  going 
to  be  done  with  the  amount  of  vacant  land  that 
we  have  that  has  been  purchased  since  1920  up 
to  the  present  time  for  school  purposes  on  which 
not  one  foot  of  building  has  been  constructed;  and 
if  the  records  come  back  to  us,  we  will  be  informed 
that  there  is  over  $532,000  worth  of  vacant  land 
now  owned  by  the  city,  bought  in  the  last  ten 
years  for  school  purposes  on  which  nothing  has 
been  done  in  spite  of  the  fact  that  on  this  very 
land  there  has  already  been  spent  $137,000  in 
architects'  fees;  and  I  think  it  is  criminal,  Mr. 
President,  for  the  taxpayers'  money  in  Boston  to 
be  spent  even  on  school  purposes  and  still  nothing 
being  done.  In  previous  years  we  were  taught  to 
be  careful  about  attacking  the  school  building 
program  because  we  were  then  going  after  the 
educational  system  of  our  city,  but  why  they 
should  be  immune  when  they  are  wrong  because 
they  must  be  wrong  if  they  permitted  almost 
$700,000  of  the  taxpayers'  money  to  be  wasted 
in  a  city  such  as  ours.  If  they  are  not  going  to 
use  this  land  they  ought  to  sell  the  land  and  get 
the  money  that  would  be  available  for  the  sale 
of  this  land  for  legitimate  school  purposes.  There 
is  today  in  the  City  of  Boston  over  $125,000  worth 
of  unhealthy  and  unsanitary  portable  schoolhouses 
that  ought  to  be  removed  and  proper  school 
facilities  provided  for  every  child  of  school  age  in 
Boston,  and  if  this  money  was  spent  properly  we 
could  eliminate  these  unhealthy  and  unsanitary 
and  unlighted  portable  schools.  I  say,  Mr.  Pres- 
ident, we  ought  to  get  this  information.  At  this 
meeting  last  Monday  a  suggestion  was  made  that 
a  survey  be  made  of  the  best  location  in  Dor- 
chester for  school  purposes.  I  say  to  the  Chair- 
man of  the  School  Committee  today  as  I  said- 
then,  that  in  twenty-four  hours  the  Superintendent 
of  Schools  can  furnish  that  information,  because 
he  furnished  it  to  me  four  months  ago,  and  if  that 
information  can  be  furnished  it  ought  to  be  fur- 
nished immediately;  that  the  land  ought  to  be 
purchased  if  it  is  going  to  be  a  new  location;  that 
plans  ought  to  be  made  immediately  and  that 
construction  of  these  buildings  ought  to  be  com- 
menced at  once  so  we  will  have  proper  school 
facilities  for  those  of  our  children  who  desire 
schooling  in  Boston,  and  I  ask  suspension  of  the 
rule  and  passage  of  the  order. 

Order  passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


PROTEST  AGAINST  PRACTICE  OF  REG- 
ISTRAR OF  MOTOR  VEHICLES  ON 
MINOR  OFFENCES. 

Coun.  CURTIS  offered  the  following: 
Resolved,  That  the  Boston  City  Council  pro- 
tests the  practice  by  the  Registrar  of  Motor  Ve- 
hicles of  summarily  suspending  licenses  for  minor 
offences  without  hearing,  where  there  is  no  court 
record  or  court  proceeding. 

Coun.  CURTIS— Mr.  President,  this  lias  to 
do  with  the  question  of  motor-vehicle  traffic  which 
has  been  discussed  so  eloquently  by  my  colleague 
from  Ward  1,  and  1  would  like  to  bring  before  this 
body  an  instance  of  a  man  who  lives  in  the  ward 
which  I  have  the  honor  to  represent,  who  was 
stopped  by  an  officer  and  was  told  that  his  offence 
was  passing  another  vehicle.  He  was  told  it  was 
not  a  question  of  speeding.  Now,  I  know  the 
place  where  lie  was  stopped  and  providing  lie  was 
not  speeding,  I  don't  know  any  reason  why  lie 
should  not  pass  another  vehicle  at  that  point. 
Well,  he  expected  to  be  summoned  into  court  and 
have  to  go  there  in  the  usual  manner,  and  what 
was  his  surprise  to  receive  in  the  mail  a  couple 
of  days  afterwards  a  letter  from  the  registrar 
suspending  hin  license.  Now  I  think  it  is  time, 
Mr.  President  and  gentlemen,  that  we  take  notice 
of  the  way  that  some  of  these  officials  are  executing 
their  authority.  It  seems  to  me,  Mr.  President, 
they  are  going  pretty  far  in  sending  you  a  letter 
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on  a  minor  offence  of  this  nature  and  suddenly 
taking  your  license  away.  Now,  Mr.  President, 
we  all  know  that  the  Registrar  of  Motor  Vehicles 
has  a  tough  job  enforcing  the  law  and  trying  to 
get  proper  driving  on  the  streets  of  the  city  and 
of  the  state,  and  we  are  all  in  sympathy  with 
him, — and  I  don't  want  these  remarks  to  be  inter- 
preted in  any  other  way, — but  it  does  seem  to 
me  that  on  a  minor  offence  of  this  nature  to  sum- 
marily suspend  a  fellow's  license,  where  there 
is  no  previous  conviction  or  court  record  of  any 
kind,  is  going  pretty  far.  We  have  heard  a  lot 
of  talk  lately  about  government  by  commissions 
and  administrative  justice,  and  we  know  there 
are  lots  of  officials  and  boards  who  have  the  powers 
of  judges,  legislatures  and  executives  all  combined, 
and  that  system  works  very  nicely  and  makes  for 
efficiency,  but  in  the  meanwhile  unless  you  watch 
your  step  you  will  find  the  liberties  of  the  people 
are  being  disregarded.  We  are  getting  away  from 
the  old  ideal  of  a  government  of  laws,  not  of  men, 
and  I  say;  Mr.  President,  that  I  think  this  instance 
is  just  one  and  I  understand  there  are  instances 
of  others  who  for  a  trifling  offence  have  suddenly 
found  their  license  suspended,  and  it  seems  to 
me  they  are  going  pretty  far.  My  colleague  from 
Ward  2  brought  up  a  similar  matter  the  other 
day.  It  is  a  question  how  far  an  official  like  that 
will  be  able  to  override  the  judges  of  the  court. 
He  says,  "I  don't  care  what  the  court  thinks  in 
this  case.  So  far  as  I  am  concerned  the  man  is 
guilty  and  he  is  going  to  lose  his  license."  1  think 
there  is  a  big  question  how  far  he  ought  to  go  and 
while  it  may  not  do  much  good  to  get  up  and  talk 
about  it,  we  ought  to  let  people  know  we  are 
thinking  of  these  things,  and  they  cannot  go  too 
far. 

Order  passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


SIDEWALK  ON  TORREY  STREET. 

Coun.  WILSON  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,    That    the    Commissioner    of    Public 
Works  make  a  sidewalk  along  Torrey  street,  both 
sides,    from    Washington    street     to    Wentworth 
street,  Ward  17,  in  front  of  the  estates  bordering 
thereon;    said  sidewalk  to  be  from  3  to  10  inches 
■  above  the  gutter  adjoining,  to  be  from  5  to  12  feet 
in  width,  and  to  be  built  of  artificial  stone,  with 
granite  edgestones,  under  the  provisions  of  chapter 
196  of  the  Special  Acts  of  1917. 
Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


PROTEST  AGAINST   NEW  SCHOOL 
BUILDING. 

Coun.  WILSON  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be,  and  he 
hereby  is,  respectfully  requested  to  protest  against 
the  proposed  erection  of  a  new  school  building  to 
house  only  a  portion  of  the  Boston  Public  Latin 
School. 

Coun.  WILSON — Since  we  have  heard  some- 
thing today  with  reference  to  the  action  on  one 
occasion  of  the  Boston  School  Committee,  I  pro- 
pose this  particular  order  at  this  time,  being,  in 
common  with  other  colleagues  in  the  City  Council, 
a  graduate  of  this  particular  school.  The  City  of 
Boston  has  taken  very  great  pride  and  sometimes 
a  doubtful  pride  in  being  the  supposed  intellectual 
center  of  the  country.  Now  the  oldest  public 
school  in  America, — the  oldest  public  school  on 
this  continent  is  the  Boston  Latin  School.  Its 
300th  anniversary  occurs  in  1935.  I  read  with 
interest  a  communication  from  the  Finance  Com- 
mission in  the  City  Council  records  of  August  3, 
when  it  was  pointed  out,  so  far  as  the  Boston  Latin 
School  is  concerned,  it  is  a  crime  to  place  the  con- 
struction of  the  girls'  high  school  ahead  of  that 
school  because  at  the  present  time  there  are  332 
Latin  School  boys  in  the  High  School  of  Com- 
merce, 239  Latin  School  boys  in  portables  and 
205  in  the  old,  abandoned  Sharp  School  in  the 
West  End;  as  well  as  the  communication  by  the 
Board  of  Commissioners  of  School  Buildings  point- 
ing out  that  during  the  past  school  year  the  Latin 
School  occupied  seven  portables  and  four  more 
are  requested  for  the  opening  of  school  in  the  fall. 
In  addition,  the  Latin  School  occupies  several 
rooms  in  the  High  School  of  Commerce  and  one 
more  room  will  be  occupied  in  that  school  in  the 
fall.  It  also  occupies  six  rooms  in  the  old  Sharp 
School.  At  the  time  they  opened  this  particular 
school    on    Warren   avenue, — shortly    after    they 


opened  the  school  removed  to  the  artistic  sur- 
roundings of  the  Back  Bay, — the  day  they  moved 
this  oldest  public  school  in  America  there  were 
not  seats  enough  for  the  boys;  and  the  school  hall, 
where  from  time  immemorial  there  had  been  the 
famous  Monday  morning  meetings  in  which  they 
held  the  justly  famous  declamations  of  the  Public 
Latin  School,  failed  to  hold  one-third  of  the  boys 
of  the  school,  let  alone  the  interested  parents  of 
the  boys.  So  I  say  the  day  they  moved  in  that 
beautiful  new  building  they  now  have,  with  their 
artistic  surroundings,  they  could  not  house  the 
boys  that  attended  this  oldest  school  in  America; 
and  so  it  may  be  a  crime  to  put  the  girls'  ahead  of 
the  boys'  Latin  School,  but  I  say  as  an  alumnus 
of  that  particular  Latin  School,  we  do  not  want 
any  school  to  house  the  oldest  high  school  in 
America  until  they  can  put  them  all  under  one 
roof,  under  proper  sanitary  conditions,  without 
scattering  them  all  over  the  City  of  Boston,  and 
until  they  can  make  such  provision  as  will  not 
make  a  duplication  of  the  previous  moving  until 
they  can  house  the  boys  of  that  school  in  one  school 
building. 

Order  passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


ALLEVIATING    LABOR    AGREEMENTS    OF 
BILLBOARD  CONCERNS. 

Coun.  NORTON  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  re- 
quested to  use  his  influence  with  the  billboard 
concern  now  performing  work  for  the  City  of 
Boston  towards  alleviating  the  labor  agreements 
now  required  by  said  company. 

Coun.  NORTON — Mr.  President,  an  agree- 
ment, purporting  to  be  that  which  this  company 
demands  of  sign  writers,  has  been  brought  to  my 
attention.  This  company,  I  understand,  is  about 
to  enter  into  a  contract  with  the  City  of  Boston 
to  do  considerable  billboard  advertising  for  the 
city.  The  company  employs  sign  writers  pro- 
vided that  there  is  an  agreement  made  that  there 
shall  be  no  interference  from  the  Building  Trades' 
Council.  To  pay  the  union  scale  of  wages  only 
if  the  company  considers  the  worker  qualified  to 
receive  said  wage.  That  any  conference  necessary 
shall  not  be  conducted  through  any  business 
agent.  This  agreement  appears  to  be  against  the 
public  policy  of  the  times  as  often  expressed  by 
the  President  of  the  United  States  and  the  Mayor 
of  Boston.  The  United  States  Senate  refused  to 
confirm  the  Hon.  John  Parker  of  North  Carolina 
for  a  seat  on  the  highest  tribunal  of  the  land,  the 
Supreme  Court  ot  the  United  States,  because  of 
his  alleged  decision  favoring  contracts  which 
employing  companies  demanded  from  workers, 
namely,  that  the  workers  would  not  join  an  outside 
union,  but  would  belong  to  a  company  union. 
The  term  "yellow  dog"  contract  was  given  to 
these  efforts.  Public  opinion,  asserting  itself 
through  the  members  of  the  United  States  Senate, 
was  so  opposed  to  Judge  Parker's  ruling  as  to 
prevent  him  from  taking  his  seat  on  the  United 
States  Supreme  Court  bench.  Here  in  Boston, 
it  might  be  well  for  his  Honor  to  request  this 
eminent  billboard  concern  to  ameliorate  the 
conditions  now  required  from  sigh  writers. 

Order  passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


ADVISABILITY  OF  BUILDING  EAST 
BOSTON   STRANDWAY   ROAD. 

Coun.  NORTON  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  request  the 
Finance  Commission  to  report  on  the  advisability 
of  building  at  this  time    the  so-called  East  Boston 
Strandway  road,  as  per  the  Council  order. 

Coun.  NORTON — Mr.  President,  we  have  not 
got  the  money  to  build  the  East  Boston  Strandway 
at  this  time.  It  is  a  luxury  that  can  well  be  dis- 
pensed with.  It  is  a  pleasure  road.  We  find  now 
that  the  company  which  is  to  benefit  the  most 
wants  the  proposed  road  to  run  1,600  feet  further 
out  on  the  mud  flats;  that  it  will  cost  more  money 
than  the  million  dollars  that  were  appropriated 
if  this  is  done.  In  ordinary  times  I  would  favor 
a  strandway  for  East  Boston,  but  the  big  question 
of  the  day  is  how  we  are  to  take  care  of  our  unem- 
ployed and  feed  the  poor;  when  our  85,000  odd 
realty  taxpayers  are  paying  the  highest  tax  in 
America  for  a  city  of  Boston's  size.  In  a  splendid 
Boston  Post  article  entitled  "We're  Killing  the 
Golden   Goose,"    John   Bantry,    gifted    writer,   on 
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August  9  last  says:  "What  are  we  doing  for  bus- 
iness these  days  when  business  and  industry  are 
the  things  we  must  depend  upon  for  our  daily 
bread?  What  are  we  doing  with  the  millions  of 
dollars  the  state,  the  cities  and  the  towns  are 
taking  each  year  from  the  pocketbooks  of  the 
citizens?  Are  we  spending  any  of  it  to  create 
more  business,  more  jobs,  encouraging  people  to 
take  a  chance  with  their  money  in  business?  No, 
we  are  not.  We  are  spending  $2,000,000  in  order 
that  speed-loving  automobilists  can  get  to  Worcester 
in  ten  minutes  less  time  than  they  can  by  the 
three  existing  routes.  The  excuse  for  a  good  part 
of  this  luxury  in  these  times  is  that  it  provides  a 
number  of  persons  with  work.  Yes — temporary 
jobs — jobs  that  have  no  sort  of  permanence  about 
them — jobs  that  can  appeal  only  to  the  casual 
laborer  fit  for  rugged  work.  And  when  these  jobs 
are  done  they  will  not  have  added  one  cent  toward 
the  relief  of  harried  and  harassed  business,  already 
groaning  under  heavy  tax  exactions.  That  once 
proud  business  district  of  Atlantic  avenue,  where 
every  building  from  the  South  Station  to  Battery 
Wharf  housed  its  quota  of  tenants,  is  now  a  busi- 
ness desert.  With  real  estate  sick  to  death,  bled 
white  from  taxation,  the  cry  is  still  more  millions 
for  luxurious  schools,  more  millions  for  parks,  for 
public  golf  courses,  for  beaches,  for  parkways,  for 
innumerable  other  things  which  tickle  the  vanity 
of  the  heedless  crowd.  In  Heaven's  name,  where 
is  the  money  coming  from  to  keep  up  this  business. 
The  City  of  Boston  today  is  supporting — in  whole 
or  in  part — a  population  equal  to  that  of  the 
entire  city  of  Chelsea.  And  these  people  we  are 
supporting  are  victims  of  our  blind  policy  of 
ignoring  entirely  the  problems  of  business  which 
if  properly  encouraged  could  put  many  of  these 
people  to  work.  All  this  can't  go  on  indefinitely, 
of  course.  We  should  all  go  broke  in  the  end. 
Some  of  our  cities  are  broke  now.  They  are  not 
learning  the  painful  lesson  that  it  is  possible  to 
milk  business  dry,  and  that  people  who  have  no 
jobs  and  business  men  who  have  no  business  left 
can't  keep  on  furnishing  cream.  We  can't  keep 
on  drawing  the  lifeblood  out  of  business  to  toss 
the  money  to  the  crowd.  Like  the  millionaire 
who  loses  his  all  after  his  spree  of  spending  his 
substance  in  luxurious  living  we  shall  be  obliged 
to  buckle  down  to  the  business  of  considering 
how  we  are  going  to  support  ourselves  in  the 
future.  And  when  we  reach  that  chastened  and 
sensible  mood  we  are  likely  to  demand  that  our 
politicians  spend  their  time  in  finding  ways  to 
improve  business."  Mr.  President;  those  words 
are  gems  of  thought.  We  should  not  be  spending 
our  money  on  roads  along  the  waterfront,  on  rose 
gardens  and  other  luxuries,  when  we  are  forced 
to  cut  payments  to  our  poor  by  25  per  cent.  Today, 
in  my  ward,  Ward  18,  more  homes  have  been  put 
up  for  sale  by  our  tax  collector  than  ever  before. 
Honest  people,  out  of  work,  unable  to  keep  their 
homes,  to  shelter  their  families.  A  tragedy.  Let 
the  city  take  some  of  the  millions  it  is  spending 
on  luxuries  and  hold  these  homes  for  the  unfor- 
tunates who  now  are  unable  to  pay  the  taxes. 
More  homes  are  being  sold  in  my  ward,  Ward  18, 
than  any  ward  in  Boston.  The  depression  has 
hit  us  hard.  We  find  it  difficult  to  properly  feed 
the  unemployed  and  their  families.  You  have 
heard  me  speak  on  this  point  on  innumerable 
occasions.  I  ask  you  to  request  the  Mayor  of 
Boston  to  stop  spending  what  little  money  we  have 
left  in  the  city  treasury  for  luxuries. 

Order  passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


ACTION  ON  APPOINTMENTS. 

Coun.  WILSON  called  up,  under  Nos.  2  and  9 
on  the  calendar,  the  appointments  of  Herbert  W. 
Bacon  and  Charles  McCue,  to  be  constables,  and 
the  President  called  up  No.  1  on  the  calendar,  viz.: 

1.  Action  on  appointments  submitted  by  the 
Mayor  August  3,  1931,  of  William  K.  Coburn. 
Joseph  Burkart  and  Martin  J.  Maguire,  to  be 
Weighers  of  Coal. 

The  question  came  on  confirmation. 

President  McGRATH  appointed  Coun.  Hein 
and  Fitzgerald  a  committee  to  distribute  ballots. 

The  appointments  were  confirmed,  yeas  15, 
nays  0. 


RECESS. 

On  motion  of  Coun.  HEIN,  the  Council  voted, 
at  3.05  p.  m.,  to  take  a  recess  subject  to  the  call 


of  the  Chair.  The  members  reassembled  in  the 
Council  Chamber  and  were  called  to  order  by 
President  McGRATH  at  4.30  p.  m. 


ACTION  ON  APPOINTMENT. 

Coun.  WILSON  called  up  No.  5  on  the  calendar, 
action  on  the  name  of  Louis  Lanata,  to  be  a  Con- 
stable (submitted  by  the  Mayor  May  4,  1931). 

The  question  came  on  confirmation. 

President  McGRATH  appointed  Coun.  Hein 
and  Coun.  Donovan  a  committee  to  distribute 
ballots. 

The  appointment  was  confirmed,  yeas  15,  nays  0. 


REPORT  OF  EXECUTIVE  COMMITTEE. 

Coun.  LYNCH,  acting  chairman  of  the  Execu- 
tive Committee,  submitted  a  report  on  the  message 
of  the  Mayor  and  orders  (referred  August  3)  con- 
cerning the  appropriation  of  $125,000  for  acquiring 
additional  land  for  hospital  purposes — that  the 
same  ought  to  pass. 

On  motion  of  Coun.  LYNCH  the  orders  were 
laid  on  the  table. 


LAND    AT    PLYMPTON    STREET    AND 
HARRISON  AVENUE. 

Coun.  LYNCH,  for  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands,  to  whom  was  referred  (May  4,  1931)  the 
message  of  the  Mayor  and  order  concerning  the 
leasing  to  the  South  End  House  Association,  for 
use  aB  playground  purposes,  of  land  situated  at 
Plympton  street  and  Harrison  avenue,  submitted 
a  report  recommending  the  passage  of  the  order. 

Report  accepted;  said  order  passed,  yeas  17, 
nays  0. 


RECREATION   BUILDING,    LONG    ISLAND. 

Coun.  BUSH,  for  the  Committee  on  Finance, 
to  whom  was  referred  (August  3,  1931)  message 
of  the  Mayor  and  order  for  the  appropriation  of 
$50,000  for  a  recreation  building  at  Long  Island 
Hospital,  submitted  a  report  recommending  the 
passage  of  the  order. 

The  report  was  accepted,  and  the  question  came 
on  the  passage  of  the  order. 

Coun.  BUSH — The  original  loan  order  called 
for  an  expenditure  of  $200,000  for  a  recreation 
building  on  Long  Island  for  the  inmates.  The 
request  for  bids  for  construction  was  advertised 
and  some  five  bidders  responded.  The  lowest 
bid  was  well  over  $200,000,  while  the  highest 
reached  about  $270,000,  according  to  Commis- 
sioner McGuire.  It  therefore  became  impossible 
to  go  ahead  with  construction  as  the  amount 
available  was  far  short  of  the  amount  required. 
This  loan  order  provides  for  an  additional  amount 
of  $50,000,  making  the  total  $250,000,  which  the 
Commissioner  of  Institutions  assures  the  com- 
mittee will  adequately  provide  the  necessary  funds. 
The  additional  amount  is  made  necessary  by  virtue 
of  the  increased  cost  in  the  transportation  of 
material  and  men  to  the  island.  The  architect 
estimates  that  the  difference  in  cost  of  such  trans- 
portation over  the  cost  of  construction  on  the 
mainland  would  be  in  the  neighborhood  of  35 
per  cent.  The  present  estimate  and  allocation 
of  items  in  the  $250,000  is  as  follows: 

Building  contract $225,000 

Architect's  fees 13,500 

Clerk  of  Works 3,000 

Printing  and  blueprinting 1,000 

Equipment,  tables,  chairs,  etc 1,500 

Picture  and  talking  machines 5,500 

Contingencies,   miscellaneous 500 


$250,000 


The  question  came  on  the  passage  of  the  order. 
The  order  was  rejected  by  a  vote  of  14  in  the 
affirmative  and  2  in  the  negative,  Coun.  CURTIS 
and  DOWD  voting  in  the  negative. 

Coun.  BUSH — 1  move  reconsideration  and 
assignment  to  the  next  meeting. 

Order  assigned  to  the  next  meeting. 
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CITY    COUNCIL. 


REMOVAL  OF  HULKS  AND  DEBRIS, 
CONDOR  STREET. 

Coun.  DONOVAN  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Corporation  Counsel  be  re- 
quested, through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  take 
whatever  steps  may  be  necessary  to  force  the 
removal  of  hulks  and  other  debris  from  along 
Condor  street,  East  Boston,  and,  if  required,  to 
prosecute  such  cases  in  the  courts. 
Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


REMOVAL  OF  HEALTH  MENACE,  CONDOR 
STREET.       ' 
Coun.  DONOVAN  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,    That    the    Health    Commissioner    be 
requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  take 
such    steps   as   may   be   necessary   to   remove   the 
menace  to  health  existing  in  the  so-called  "ships" 
graveyard"  along  Condor  street,  East  Boston. 
Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


BATHING  BEACH,  CONDOR  STREET. 

Coun.  DONOVAN  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Park  Commission  be  re- 
quested, through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  make 
a  survey  as  to  the  practicability  of  establishing 
a  bathing  beach  along  Condor  street,  East  Boston, 
such  survey  to  include  an  inlet  of  sea  water  from 
Winthrop  Bay. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


INVITATION  TO  DEMOCRATIC    NATIONAL 
CONVENTION. 

Coun.  LYNCH  offered  the  following: 
Resolved,  That  the  Boston  City  Council  cor- 
dially invites  the  Democratic  National  Conven- 
tion to  meet  in  this  city  for  its  1932  session  to 
nominate  a  candidate  for  President  of  the  United 
States. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


OPENING  BENEATH  WOMEN'S  LOCKER 
ROOM,   L  STREET. 

Coun.  LYNCH  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Park  Commission  be  re- 
quested, through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  close 
the  opening  beneath  the  women's  locker  room  at 
L  Street  Baths  in  such  manner  as  to  prevent 
ingress  through  such  opening. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


MOTHERS'  REST,  BRIGHTON  AND  PARKER 
STREETS. 

Coun.  GREEN  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Park  Commission  be  re- 
quested, through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  con- 
sider the  advisability  of  leasing  a  plot  of  land  in 
the  vicinity  of  Brighton  and  Parker  streets, 
Charlestown,  for  the  purpose  of  establishing  a 
mothers'  rest,  installation  of  a  tennis  court,  etc., 
to  obviate  the  necessity  for  children  of  school  age 
crossing  railroad  tracks  and  endangering  their 
lives  in  order  to  reach  the  Sullivan  Square  Play- 
ground. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


RETAINING  WALL,  DEWEY  BEACH. 

Coun.  GREEN  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Park  Commission  be  re- 
quested, through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  con- 
sider the  advisability  and  feasibility  of  building 
a  retaining  wall  on  Dewey  Beach,  Charlestown, 
to  extend  across  the  beach  from  the  Wiggin  Ter- 
minals to  Sweeney's  Wharf;  and  of  piping  the 
beach  from  the  retaining  wall  to  the  channel  in 
order  to  provide  clean  water  for  the  bathers  using 
the  beach. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


SIDEWALK  ON  WOODMAN  STREET. 
Coun.  ENGLERT  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  make  a  sidewalk  along  Woodman  street, 
both  sides,  from  Custer  street  to  Jamaica  street. 
Ward  11.  in  front  of  the  estates  bordering  thereon; 
said  sidewalk  to  be  from  3  to  10  inches  above  the 
gutter  adjoining,  to  be  from  5  to  12  feet  in  width, 
and  to  be  built  of  artificial  stone,  with  granite 
edgestones,  under  the  provisions  of  chapter  196 
of  the  Special  Acts  of  1917. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


SAFEGUARDING  PEDESTRIANS. 

Coun.  RUBY  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,     That    the    Commissioner    of    Public 
Works  be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor, 
to   notify  all  contractors  digging  up  sidewalks  or 
streets,    to    safeguard    their    excavations    against 
possible  injury  to  pedestrians. 

Coun.  BUSH — Just  a  word  or  two  on  that. 
Right  in  front  of  this  very  hall  here  there  has  been 
some  excavation  done  on  the  sidewalk  and  the 
street  and  during  the  last  rain  storm  of  a  week  ago 
excavations  in  this  sidewalk  were  probably  six 
inches  or  more  in  depth  and  1  think  the  contractors 
working  there  ought  to  be  at  least  instructed  to 
safeguard  their  excavations  so  that  pedestrians 
walking  on  the  sidewalk  in  those  sections  where 
the  excavations  have  been  made  will  be  safe- 
guarded. 

Order  passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


ADDITIONAL    BENCHES,    WASHINGTON 
PARK  AND  FRANKLIN  PARK. 
Coun.  BUSH  offered  the  following: 
Ordered.    That   the   Park   Commissioner  be   re- 
quested, through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  provide 
additional   benches   at   Washington   Park,   on   the 
Dale   street   side,    and   at  Franklin  Park,    on    the 
Seaver  street  side. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


RESTRICTION  OF  BILLBOARDS. 

Coun.  NORTON  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  City  Council  pass  the  follow- 
ing ordinance: 

No  billboard,  advertising  board,  or  other  struc- 
ture, except  buildings  and  structures  hereinafter 
specified  as  excepted  from  the  following  provision, 
shall  be  erected  upon  or  attached  to  any  land  or 
the  exterior  of  any  building  located  within  the  fire 
limits  or  within  15  feet  of  the  line  of  the  property 
of  any  adjoining  owner,  until  plans  and  specifica- 
tions satisfactory  in  detail  shall  have  been  filed 
with  the  Building  Commissioner  showing  that 
such  billboards,  advertising  board  or  structure  and 
its  supports  and  attachments  are  to  be  built  wholly 
of  incombustible  material,  and  securely  fastened 
to  the  premises  to  which  it  is  attached. 

The  foregoing  provisions  shall  not  apply  to 
necessary  division  fences  used  solely  as  fences; 
structures  erected  and  used  solely  for  the  sup- 
port of  vines,  shrubbery  or  vegetation;  flagpoles 
secured  by  incombustible  supports;  awnings 
used  solely  as  such;  signs  advertising  solely  the 
letting  or  selling  of,  or  business  conducted  on  the 
premises  to  which  they  are  attached,  or  billboards, 
advertising  boards,  or  other  structures  not  exceed- 
ing 30  square  feet  in  surface  area,  unless  erected 
within  10  feet  of  a  building  or  other  combustible 
structure. 

No  person  or  corporation  shall  erect  or  maintain 
a  billboard  sign  or  other  outdoor  advertising 
device,  except  as  provided  in  section  32  of  chapter 
93  of  the  General  Laws,  on  any  location  within 
300  feet  of  any  public  park  or  playground  or  met- 
ropolitan park  or  parkway,  or  of  the  public  ways 
known  as  Commonwealth  avenue,  Washington 
street,  or  Beacon  street,  if  within  public  view  from 
any  portion  of  such  park,  playground,  parkways, 
or  public  ways;    or  within  300  feet  of  any  other 
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public  way  and  within  public  view  from  any  por- 
tion of  the  same  if  such  billboard,  sign  or  device 
exceeds  5  feet  in  height  and  8  feet  in  length,  and 
no  billboard,  sign  or  device  placed  within  300  feet 
of  any  such  public  way,  and  within  public  view 
shall  be  nearer  than  50  feet  to  any  other  such  bill- 
board, sign  or  device;  or  at  the  corner  of  any 
public  ways  and  within  a  radius  of  150  feet  from 
the  point  where  the  center  lines  of  such  ways  inter- 
sect; or  in  any  place  unless  the  lowest  portion  of 
such  billboard,  sign  or  device  is  at  least  3  feet  from 
the  ground  and  the  entire  structure,  including 
its  braces  and  supports,  is  maintained  in  good 
repair,  painted  and  free  from  accumulations  of 
rubbish  and  filth  and  from  the  pupae  eggs  and 
caterpillars   of   gypsy   and   brown-tail  moths  and 


other  tree  and  shrub  destroying  pests;  provided 
that  this  section  shall  not  apply  to  signs  or  other 
devices  which  advertise  or  indicate  either  the 
person  occupying  the  premises  in  question  or  the 
business  transacted  thereon,  or  advertise  the 
property  itself,  or  any  part  thereof  as  "For  Sale" 
or  "To  Let." 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Ordinances. 


ADJOURNMENT. 

On  motion  of  Coun.  MURRAY,  the  Council 
voted,  at  4.45  p.  m.,  to  adjourn  to  Monday, 
August  31,  1931,  at  2  p.  m. 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceedings  of  City  Council. 


Monday.  August  31,  1931. 
Regular   meeting    of    the    City    Council    in    the 
Council  Chamber,  City  Hall,  at  2  p.  m..  President 
McGRATH  in  the  chair.     Absent,  Coun.  Arnold 
and  Gallagher. 

JURORS  DRAWN. 

Jurors  were  drawn  under  the  law,  Coun.  RUBY 
presiding  at  thebox  in  the  absence  of  his  Honor  the 
Mayor,  as  follows: 

Thirty  traverse  jurors.  Superior  Criminal 
Court,  First  Session,  to  appear  October  5,  1931: 

Edward  Brady.  Ward  1 ;  Joseph  P.  Young 
Ward  1;  John  J.  Leary.  Ward  3;  Julius  Robbins, 
Ward  3;  Coleman  F.  Clougherty,  Ward  7;  Charles 
G.  Parker,  Ward  7;  John  J.  Flaherty,  Ward  8 
James  Buckley,  Ward  9;  Mendel  Finkelstein 
Ward  12;  Oscar  Long,  Ward  12;  Axel  Anderson 
Ward  13;  Rene  Pannier,  Ward  13;  Louis  Winston 
Ward  14;  Frank  J.  Crueter,  Ward  15;  Warren 
J.  Minton,  Ward  15;  Thomas  J.  Burke,  Ward 
16;  Robert  Warren  Clough,  Ward  16;  Charles 
A.  Robison,  Ward  16;  George  Y.  Berry,  Jr.,  Ward 
17;  Ralph  R.  Davidson.  Ward  17;  Joseph  L. 
Duffy,  Ward  17;   Elmer  F.  Norse,  Ward  17;   John 

F.  Downey,  Ward  18;  Roland  O.  Waterman,  Ward 
18;  Edward  H.  Wesling,  Ward  19;  Hammett  B. 
Wright,  Ward  20;  Charles  W.  Godfrey.  Ward  21; 
Edward  E.  King,  Ward  21;  John  J.  O'Brien,  Ward 
22;    Samuel  J.  Tuscher,  Ward  22. 

Eighteen  traverse  jurors,  Superior  Criminal 
Court,  Second  Session,  to  appear  October  13,  1931: 

Patrick  Sullivan,  Ward  2;  George  Lee  Newman, 
Ward3;  Charles  E.  Locke,  Ward4,  JohnJ.Koren, 
Ward  8;  William  W.  Schmelling.  Ward  9;  Joseph 
M.  Brennan,  Ward  11;  Joseph  F.  Gaffney,  Ward 
11,  Louis  E.  Leussler,  Ward  11;  Edgar  E.  Russell, 
Ward  12;  Peter  M.  Murphy,  Ward  13;  Francis 
Spring,  Jr..  Ward  13;  Elton  C.  Metcalf,  Ward  14; 
Edward  J.  Lorden,  Ward  16;  Emil  H.  Lawson, 
Ward  17;  Joseph  A.  Bellemore,  Ward  19;  David 
H.  Beattie,  Jr.,  Ward  20;  Martin  Van  B.  Dunning. 
Ward  20;    Justin  F.  Mulvey,  Ward  22. 

Thirty  traverse  jurors,  Superior  Criminal  Court, 
Third  Session,  to  appear  October  13,  1931: 

Frank  P.  Sacco,  Ward  1;  Dennis  J.  Lynch, 
Ward  3;  Russell  A.  Anderson,  Ward  4;  Samuel 
Godin,  Ward  4;  William  C.  Griffin,  Ward  5; 
Richard  E.  Matthews,  Ward  5;  David  P.  Shea, 
Ward  5;  Bertram  I.  Page,  Ward  6;  Edwin  F. 
Butters,  Ward  7;  Frank  E.  Pond,  Ward  9;  James 
Greer,  Ward  10;  Michael  J.  Griffin,  Ward  10; 
James  J.  Kelley,  Ward  10;  Samuel  Gerstein, 
Ward  12;  Arthur  Henry,  Ward  15;  Robert  S. 
Worden,  Ward  15;  John  J.  Ahern,  Ward  16; 
David  A.  Duff,  Ward  16;  Thomas  A.  Hunter, 
Ward  17;  James  J.  McDonald,  Ward  17;  Edward 

G.  Harwood,  Ward  18;  Arthur  L.  Myers,  Ward  18; 
Everett  A.  Griffin,  Ward  20;  Addington  B.  Hamil- 
ton, Ward  20;  James  F.  Norton,  Ward  20;  Peter 
Shaw,  Ward  20;  Clifford  Dexter,  Ward  21;  John 
A.  Collins,  Ward  22;  Richard  A.  McDevitt, 
Ward  22;  William  Moore,  Ward  22. 

Thirty  traverse  jurors,  Superior  Criminal  Court, 
Fourth  Session,  to  appear  October  5,  1931: 

John  B.  Daley,  Ward  1;  Charles  J.  Kelly, 
Ward  1;  Harold  L.  Walsh,  Ward  1;  Stephen  P. 
Walsh,  Ward  1;  Thomas  F.  Dower,  Ward  2; 
Andrew  J.  Murphy,  Ward  2;  Peter  Corrigan, 
Ward  3;  Jerome  McMullen,  Ward  3;  Abraham  N. 
Page,  Ward  7;  James  W.  Pye,  Jr.,  Ward  8;  Frank 
Sarno,  Ward  9;  Jeremiah  Sullivan,  Ward  9;  Hugh 
J.  Gildea,  Ward  10;  Hugh  F.  McDonald,  Ward  10; 
Howard  C.  Appleton,  Ward  12;  James  M.  Fitz- 
Gerald,  Ward  13;  Joseph  Talbot,  Ward  15;  Arthur 
R.  Tibbets,  Ward  15;  Fred  J.  Howard,  Ward  16; 
William  Morrissey,  Ward  17;  Joseph  M.  Cochrane, 
Ward  18;  Thomas  C.  McGovern,  Ward  18;  Stanley 
Klos,  Ward  19;  Alexander  D.  MacDonald,  Ward  19; 
Arthur  E.   Stenberg,   Ward   20;   James  W.   Cass, 


Ward  21;  Richard  V.  Ewer,  Ward  21;  Charles  A.' 
Ochs,  Ward  21;  Willard  A.  Whitcomb,  Ward  21; 
Hartley  J.  Wildes,  Ward  22. 

Thirty  traverse  jurors,  Superior  Criminal  Court, 
Fifth  Session,  to  appear  October  5,  1931: 

William  H.  Brogan,  Ward  1;  Frank  DeCantis, 
Ward  1;  James  H.  Freeman,  Ward  1;  William  H. 
Hock,  Ward  1;  Joseph  Perry,  Ward  1;  Joseph 
Romano,  Ward  3;  Frank  W.  C.  Bell,  Ward  4; 
Patrick  J.  Dooley,  Ward  6;  Thomas  I.  Curran, 
Ward  7;  Dennis  F.  Quiney,  Ward  7;  Francis  X. 
Reiter,  Ward  8;  David  J.  Barry,  Ward  9;  Michael 
Shea,  Ward  10;  Henry  L.  Sharkey,  Ward  13; 
John  J.  Padden,  Ward  14;  Harvey  B.  Thompson, 
Ward  14;  Gerald  X.  Wall,  Ward  16;  Harve .  S. 
Wolcott,  Ward  16;  Francis  H.  Mulligan,  Ward"  17; 
Clarence  J.  Haines,  Ward  18;  Frank  F.  Stapleton, 
Ward  18;  Thomas  F.  O'Leary,  Ward  19;  Nicolay 

C.  Plett,  Ward  19;  Lester  N.  Chadbourne,  Ward 
20;  Thomas  E.  Folger,  Ward  20;  Alexander  Mac- 
Kinnon, Ward  20;  Edward  E.  Rowland,  Ward  20; 
William  E.  Riley,  Ward  21;  Thomas  J.  Shanley, 
Ward  21;  Pasquale  DiRocco,  Ward  22. 

Twenty-one  traverse  jurors,  Superior  Civil 
Court,  First  Session,  October  Sitting,  to  appear 
October  5,  1931: 

Michael  L.  Dorgan,  Ward  1;  John  A.  Silva, 
Ward  3;  Frank  J.  Brousseau,  Ward  4;  Robert  M. 
Tully,  Ward  4;  James  J.  O'Meara,  Ward  5;  Joseph 

B.  McCormick,  Ward  8;  William  H.  Murdock, 
Ward  10;  William  Ellis,  Ward  12;  Edward  C.  Heil, 
Ward  12;  George  B.  Peacock,  Ward  13;  Alonzo  C. 
Linnell,  Ward  14;  Albert  F.  Lipshultz,  Ward  15 
Clarence  H.  Fogarty,  Ward  18;  Arthur  B.  Taylor, 
Ward  18;  Harry  H.  Waterman.  Ward  18;  Victor 
Weimar,  Ward  18;  Ernest  G.  Witney,  Ward  18; 
Paul  H.  Dyer,  Ward  19;  Harold  F.  Willett,  Ward 
19;  William  W.  Webster,  Ward  20;  Edwin  J. 
Watts,  Ward  22. 

Twenty-five  traverse  jurors,  Superior  Civil 
Court,  Second  Session,  October  Sitting,  to  appear 
October  5,  1931: 

John  W.  Greenwood,  Ward  1;  Peter  F.  Tobin, 
Ward  2;  Anthony  Napolitana,  Ward  3;  Edward  T. 
Nelson,  Ward  3;  Edward  N.  Whelpley,  Ward  3; 
Bernard  0.  Abbott,  Ward  4;  Charles  A.  Henry, 
Ward  4;  Ralph  P.  Davis,  Ward  6;  Alfred  J.  Mc- 
Innis,  Ward  6;  George  Roy,  Ward  8;  Charles  M. 
McHowell,  Ward  10;  John  T.  Achilles.  Ward  12; 
Israel  Feinberg,  Ward  12;  Henry  A.  Rogers, 
Ward  13;  Earl  Gunnar  Flodstrom,  Ward  15; 
Henry  J.  Driscoll,  Ward  16;  Frank  L.  Hener, 
Ward  18;  John  W.  Suplee,  Ward  19;  Herman  J. 
Young,  Ward  20;  Joseph  I.  Brennan,  Ward  21; 
Arnold  M.  Grant,  Ward  21;  James  Coleman, 
Ward  22;  Thomas  F.  McCarthy,  Ward  22;  James 
McKenna,  Ward  22;  Daniel  Ross,  Ward  22. 

Twenty-six  traverse  jurors,  Superior  Civil  Court, 
Third  Session,  October  Sitting,  to  appear  October 
5,  1931: 

Peter  Amato,  Ward  1;  Patrick  J.  O'Shea, 
Ward  1;  Emil  R.  Swenson,  Ward  1;  James  F 
Ahern,  Ward  2;  David  P.  McSweeney.  Ward  2;. 
Patrick  J.  Shugrue,  Ward  4;  Peter  W.  Plansky, 
Ward  7;  Patrick  J.  Craven,  Ward  9;  James  W. 
Rankin,  Ward  12;  John  J.  Crowley,  Ward  13; 
Benjamin  Forman,  Ward  14;  Thomas  J.  Williams, 
Ward  14;  Samuel  Fischer,  Ward  15;  Sidney  H. 
Riley,  Ward  15;  John  L.  McCoy,  Ward  16;  Robert 
J.  Tagen,  Ward  17;  Charles  F.  Ashmore,  Ward  18; 
John  J.  Quinlan,  Ward  18;  Hyram  E.  Thayer, 
Ward  18;  Robert  C.  Anderson,  Ward  20;  John  W. 
Crosby,  Ward  20;  Edward  J.  Granfield.  Ward  20; 
Dennis  A.  Horgan,  Ward  22;  Anthony  Sharkin, 
Ward  22;  Cornelius  R.  Slamin,  Ward  22;  William 

D.  Young,  Ward  22. 

Twenty-seven  traverse  jurors,  Superior  Civil 
Court,  Fourth  Session,  October  Sitting,  to  appear 
October  5,  1931: 

Martin  A.  Coughlin,  Ward  1;  John  F,  Finn, 
Ward  1;  William  J.  Hamilton,  Ward  1;  Michael 
Lipson,  Ward  1;  James  H.  Boyd,  Ward  2;  Samuel 
Connell,  Ward  2;  Samuel  Hawkins,  Ward  2;  Lucian 

C.  Priest,  Ward  2;  Thomas  J.  Ahearn,  Ward  3;  Roy 
C.  Lopans.  Ward  5;  Barthold  E.  Schlesinger,  Ward 
5;  George  A.  Wade.  Ward  5;  Harry  B.  Curtis,  Ward 
8;  Michael  J.  Hines,  Ward  8;  Joseph  F.  Dooley, 
Ward  10;  William  J.  Burke.  Ward  11;  Daniel  W. 
Weis,  Ward  12;  Louis  Goldstein,  Ward  13;  Joseph 
Fallon,  Ward  14;  Joseph  F.  Gallagher,  Ward  14; 
William  E.  Holt,  Ward  15;  Daniel  J.  Lynch,  Ward 
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'17;  Charles  J.  Franz,  Ward  20;  Gustav  Johnson, 
Ward  20;  George  Taylor,  Ward  20;  James  F.  Ford, 
Ward  21 ;  John  Lee,  Ward  21. 

Twenty-nine  traverse  jurors,  Superior  Civil 
Court,  Fifth  Session,  October  sitting,  to  appear 
October  5,  1931: 

Anthony  J.  Carroll,  Ward  1;  Dennis  F.  Donovan, 
Ward  1;  Thomas  L.  Forrest,  Ward  1;  William  J. 
Duncliff,  Ward  2;  Daniel  J.  Sullivan,  Ward  2-  Peter 
Giannotti,  Jr,  Ward  3;  Ralph  Strout,  Ward  3; 
Edward  A.  Ellis,  Ward  6;  James  J.  Foley,  Ward  6; 
Edward  M.  Shine,  Ward  6;  George  A.  Nelchin, 
Ward  7;  Lewis  A.  Reed,  Ward  7;  Charles  R.  Conley, 
Ward  8;  Robert  A.  Wqrk,  Ward  8;  James  J.  Ken- 
nedy, Ward  9;  James  J.  Egan,  Ward  10;  John  T. 
Murphy,  Ward  10;  Philip  McMorrow,  Ward  16; 
John  D.  McPherson,  Ward  16;  Sherburne  C.  Sands- 
bury,  Ward  16;  Thomas  E.  Norton,  Ward  17:  Ben- 
jamin H.  Pearl,  Ward  18;  Joseph  Bleischwitz,  Ward 
19;  James  D.  Grant,  Ward  19;  Dennis  J.  Murphy, 
Ward  i9;  Frederick  C.  Figenbaum,  Ward  20;  Frank 
E.  Perkins,  Ward  20;  Harry  C.  Towne,  Ward  20; 
Paris  R.  Pierson,  Ward  21. 

Twenty-six  traverse  jurors.  Superior  Civil 
Court,  Sixth  Session,  October  Sitting,  to  appear 
October  5,  1931; 

William  J.  Doherty,  Ward  1;  Herman  W.  Jones, 
Ward  1;  William  Lupu,  Ward  1;  William  A.  Me- 
Glinchey,  Ward  2;  Frank  J.  O'Donnell,  Ward  3 
Lawrence  Ratto,  Ward  3;  James  R.  Meredith 
Ward  4;  George  C.  Gilbert,  Ward  6;  Matthew  V 
Ward,  Ward  6;  John  A.  Bittman,  Ward  7;  Frank 
Given,  Ward  7;  William  C.  Warner,  Ward  9 
Michael  F.  Lloyd,  Ward  11;  Frederick  A.  Boussy 
Ward  13;  William  A.  Fay.  Ward  13;  J.  Harold 
Kenney,  Ward  13;  Joseph  Corbett,  Ward  16 
Philip  J.  Ferris,  Ward  16;  Edward  T.  Gallagher 
Ward  16;  George  W.  Goodwin,  Ward  18;  James  R 
Beaton,  Ward  19;  John  Boyden  Carpenter,  Ward 
20;  Frederick  N.  Fowler,  Ward  21;  Gilbert  H. 
Greenwood,  Ward  21;  Douglas  McGregor,  Ward 
21;  Alexander  Robinson,  Ward  21. 

Twenty-five  traverse  jurors,  Superior  Civil 
Court,  Seventh  Session,  October  Sitting,  to  appear 
October  5,  1931: 

Thomas  H.  Cullen,  Ward  1;  Arthur  J.  Stearns, 
Ward  2;  John  F.  Toland,  Ward  2;  William  Toomey. 
Ward  5;  Frederick  H.  Egan,  Ward  6;  Lowi  Edward- 
son,  Ward  9;  Walter  Calhoun.  Ward  11;  David  J. 
O'Grady,  Ward  13;  Maurice  A.  Peyser,  Ward  14; 
John  J.  Maretti,  Ward  15;  John  T.  Mulhern, 
Ward  15;  John  F.  Moriarty,  Ward  16;  Walter  H. 
Hamilton,  Ward  17;  Edward  R.  C.  Moffitt, 
Ward  17;  Louis  Linsky,  Ward  18;  Samuel  Neu- 
stadt,  Ward  18;  Joseph  V.  Sheerin.  Ward  18; 
Joseph  B.  Fay,  Ward  19;  John  F.  Geiger,  Ward  19; 
George  E.  Kimball,  Ward  19;  Julian  M.  Pulsifer, 
Ward  19;  Carl  E.  Genter,  Ward  20;  Edward  W. 
Jacques,  Ward  20;  Harold  V.  Lindstrom,  Ward  20; 
Ernest  M.  Robinson,  Ward  20. 


MOTORCYCLE   SERVICE,   DIVISION    19. 
The  following  was  received : 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  August  31,  1931. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  herewith  transmit  to  you  report 
from  Hon.  Eugene  C.  Hultman,  Police  Commis- 
sioner, relative  to  your  request  for  adequate 
motorcycle  service  in  Division  19.  This  is  in 
reply  to  your  order  of  August  3,  1931. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Police  Department.  August  26,  1931. 
Hon.  James  M.  Curley, 

Mayor  of  Boston. 
My  dear  Mr.  Mayor, — In  response  to  the  fol- 
lowing order  passed  by  the  honorable  City  Council 
on  August  3,  1931: 

Ordered,  That  the  Police  Commissioner,  through 
his  Honor  the  Mayor,  be,  and  he  hereby  is,  re- 
spectfully requested   at  his  early  convenience  to 
assure  adequate  motorcycle  service  in  Division  19. 
In  City  Council  August  3,  1931.      Passed. 
Attest* 

W.  J.  Doyle,  City  Clerk. 

I  beg  leave  to  advise  that  Division  19  has  six 
motorcycles,  two  scout  cars,  a  patrol  wagon  and 
a  utility  wagon.     The  commanding  officer  of  this 


division  reports  that  these  six  motorcycles  are 
being  driven  on  every  tour  of  duty,  and  that  ade- 
quate motorcycle  service  is  being  provided. 
Further,  the  superintendent  reports  that  Divi- 
sion 19  is  well  equipped  with  motorcycle  service. 
No  information  or  claim  has  been  received  by  me 
that  the  motorcycle  service  at  Division  19  is 
inadequate. 

Under  the  circumstances,  I  believe  that  adequate 
motorcycle  service  is  being  rendered  in  Division  19. 
Very  truly  yours, 

E.  C.  Hultman, 
Police  Commissioner. 
Placed  on  file. 


TRANSFER   OF   ENGINE   COMPANY  41. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  August  31,  1931. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen. — I  transmit  herewith  report  from 
Hon.  Edward  F.  McLaughlin,  Fire  Commissioner, 
relative  to  your  request  to  transfer  Engine  Com- 
pany 41  from  Harvard  avenue  to  Union  square. 
This  is  in  reply  to  your  order  of  August  17,  1931. 
Respectfully, 
James  M.  Cubley,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Fire  Department.  August  21,  1931. 
Hon.  James  M.  Curley, 

Mayor  of  Boston. 
Dear  Sir. — I  return  herewith  the  following  order 
passed  by  the  City  Council.  August  17,  1931: 

"Ordered,  That  the  Fire  Commissioner  be 
requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to 
transfer  Engine  Company  41  from  Harvard 
avenue  to  Union  square." 

There  is  no  fire  station  in  Union  square  at  the 
present  time  to  which  this  engine  company  could 
be  transferred.  The  house  which  it  occupies  is  in 
an  excellent  location  for  service  in  the  Brighton 
district  and  is  within  easy  access  of  Union  square. 
It  is  near  all  the  main  thoroughfares  so  that  it 
can  respond  promptly  to  all  alarms. 
Yours  very  truly. 

Edward  F.  McLaughlin, 

Fire  Commissioner. 
Placed  on  file. 


BATHING    BEACH    AT    CONDOR    STREET. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston. 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  August  31,  1931. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, —  I  transmit  herewith  a  report  from 
William  P.  Long,  chairman  of  the  Park  Com- 
mission, relative  to  your  request  for  a  study  of 
Condor  street,  with  a  view  to  establishing  a  bathing 
beach.  This  is  in  reply  to  your  order  of  August 
17,  1931. 

Respectfully, 

James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Park  Department.  August  22,  1931. 
Hon.  James  M.  Curley, 

Mayor  of  Boston. 
Dear  Sir, — I  am  in  receipt  of  an  order  from  the 
City  Council  that  the  Park  Commission  be  re- 
quested to  make  a  survey  as  to  the  practicability 
of  establishing  a  bathing  beach  along  Condor 
street,  East  Boston,  such  survey  to  include  an 
inlet  of  sea  water  from  Winthrop  Bay. 

The  department  will  be  pleased  to  make  said 
survey  with  its  own  forces  at  the  earliest  possible 
moment  but  it  cannot  be  a  very  thorough  one  as  I 
have  no  funds  available  to  make  soundings,  etc., 
which  should  be  included  in  such  a  survey. 
Very  truly  yours, 

William  P.  Long,  Chairman. 
Placed  on  file. 


WOMEN'S  LOCKER  ROOM,  L  STREET 

BATHS. 
The  following  was  received  : 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor.  August  31,  1931. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I   transmit   herewith   report   from 
William  P.  Long,  chairman  of  the  Park  Commis- 
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sion,  regarding  your  request  to  close  the  opening 
beneath  the  women's  locker  room  at  the  L  street 
baths.  This  is  in  reply  to  your  order  ot  August 
17,  1931. 

Respectfully, 

James  M.   Curley,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Park  Department,  August  22,  1931. 
Hon.  James  M.  Curley, 

Mayor  of  Boston. 
Dear  Sir, — I  am  in  receipt  of  an  order  from  the 
City  Council  that  the  Park  Commission  close  the 
opening  beneath  the  women's  locker  room  at  the 
L  street  baths  in  such  a  manner  as  to  prevent 
ingress  through  such  opening. 

It  is  the  intention  of  this  department  to  close 
up  the  six-inch  opening  at  this  bath  at  the  close  of 
the  bathing  season.  It  would  not  be  advisable  to 
close  the  women's  lockers  (which  we  would  have 
to  do)  in  order  to  do  this  work  at  this  time. 
Very  respectfully  yours, 

William  P.  Long,  Chairman. 
Placed  on  file. 


MOTHERS'  REST,  BRIGHTON  AND 
PARKER  STREETS. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  August  31,  1931. 
To  the  City  Council: 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  report  to  you 
from  William  P.  Long,  chairman  of  the  Park  Com- 
mission, relative  to  your  request  to  lease  a  plot  of 
land  in  the  vicinity  of  Brighton  and  Parker  streets 
for  a  mothers'  rest.  This  is  in  reply  to  your  order 
of  August  17,  1931. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Park  Department,  August  22,  1931. 
Hon.  James  M.  Curley, 

Mayor  of  Boston, 

Dear  Sir, — I  am  in  receipt  of  an  order  from  the 
City  Council  that  the  Park  Commission  be  re- 
quested to  consider  the  advisability  of  leasing  a 
plot  of  land  in  the  vicinity  of  Brighton  and  Parker 
streets,  Charlestown,  for  the  purpose  of  establish- 
ing a  mothers'  rest,  installation  of  a  tennis  court, 
etc.,  to  obviate  the  necessity  for  children  of  school 
age  crossing  railroad  tracks  and  endangering  their 
lives  in  order  to  reach  the  Sullivan  Square  Play- 
ground. 

The  Board  of  Park  Commissioners  appreciate 
the  fact  there  is  grave  danger  in  children  crossing 
the  railroad  tracks,  but  there  are  very  few  play- 
grounds in  the  city  that  some  tracks  do  not  have  to 
be  crossed  over  by  children  in  order  to  reach  same. 

Parker  and  Brighton  streets  are  adjacent  to  the 
Somerville  line  and  would  be  utilized  more  by  the 
children  in  Somerville  than  it  would  by  the  children 
of  Charlestown. 

Futhermore,  this  department  has  no  funds  avail- 
able for  the  leasing  of  any  land  for  playground 
purposes. 

Very  respectfully  yours, 
William  P.  Long,  Chairman. 

Placed  on  file. 


BENCHES  AT  WASHINGTON  PARK. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  August  31,  1931. 
To  the  City  Council: 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  report  to  you 
from  William  P.  Long,  chairman  of  the  Park  Com- 
mission, with  reference  to  providing  for  benches  at 
Washington  Park.  This  is  in  reply  to  your  order  of 
August  17,  1931. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Park  Department,  August  22,  1931. 
Hon.  James  M.  Curley, 

Mayor  of  Boston. 
Dear  Sir, — I  am  in  receipt  of  an  order  from  the 
City  Council  that  the  Park  Commission  be  requests 
ed  to  provide  additional  benches  at  Washington 
Park,  on  the  Dale  street  side,  and  at  Franklin  Park, 
on  the  Seaver  street  side. 

The   benches   were   removed    from   Washington 


Park  on  the  Dale  street  side  as  the  result  of  a  peti- 
tion from  the  neighbors  in  the  immediate  vicinity 
who  objected  to  the  noise  and  antics  of  the  people 
who  frequented  them  at  all  hours  of  the  day  and 
night.  In  the  event  that  the  department  would 
replace  them,  the  same  objections  would  be  raised 
by  the  residents  in  the  immediate  vicinity. 

In  the  matter  of  additional  benches  on  the  Seaver 
street  side  of  Franklin  Park,  I  will  be  pleased  to  do 
what  I  can  at  this  point. 

Very  respectfully  yours, 
William  P.  Long,  Chairman. 

Placed  on  file. 


RETAINING   WALL,   DEWEY   BEACH. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  August  31,  1931. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  report  to  you 
from  William  P.  Long,  chairman  of  the  Park  Com- 
mission, regarding  the  advisability  of  building  a 
retaining  wall  on  Dewey  Beach.  This  is  in  reply 
to  your  order  of  August  17,  1901. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Park  Department,  August  22,  1931. 
Hon.  James  M.  Curley, 

Mayor  of  Boston. 

Dear  Sir,— I  am  in  receipt  of  an  order  from  the 
City  Council  that  the  Park  Commission  consider 
the  advisability  and  feasibility  of  building  a  re- 
taining wall  on  Dewey  Beach,  Charlestown,  to 
extend  across  the  beach  from  the  Wiggin  Terminals 
to  Sweeney's  Wharf,  and  of  piping  the  beach  from 
the  retaining  wall  to  the  channel  in  order  to  pro- 
vide clean  water  for  the  bathers  using  the  beach. 

A  retaining  wall  at  this  point  would  cost  be- 
tween $40  and  $60  a  running  foot.  Instead  of 
having  a  beach  you  would  have  an  inland  pool. 
We  would  also  have  to  provide  a  pump  of  some 
kind  to  pump  the  water  from  the  channel  to  the 
beach. 

Furthermore,  there  is  no  guarantee,  unless  said 
water  comes  through  a  filtration  system,  that  the 
water  would  be  any  cleaner  than  it  is  at  the  present 
time.  This  is  due  to  the  fact  that  there  are  a 
number  of  oil-burning  boats  which  use  this  channel 
frequently. 

Very  respectfully  yours, 

William  P.  Long,  Chairman. 

Placed  on  file. 


APPOINTMENTS   BY   THE   MAYOR. 

Subject  to  approval  by  the  Council,  the  Mayor 
submitted  the  following  appointments  for  the 
term  ending  April  30,  19.32,  viz.: 

Weigher  of  Goods:  Robert  A.  Bruce,  95  Pierce 
street,  Hyde  Park. 

Weighers  of  Coal:  Wallace  M.  Young,  33  Ver- 
mont avenue,  Somerville;  Josephine  Mason,  1A 
Ellery  street,  South  Boston. 

Laid  over  for  one  week  under  the  law. 


APPROPRIATION  FOR    IMPROVMENTS  IN 
PARK   SYSTEM. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  August  31,  1931. 
To  the  City  <  'ouncil. 

Gentlemen, — I  am  in  reciept  of  a  request  from 
the  Board  of  Park  Commissioners  for  the  sum  of 
$147  000  to  be  appropriated  from  the  income  of 
the  George  F.  Parkman  Fund  for  improvements  in 
different  sections  of  the  park  system.  The 
character  and  nature  of  these  improvements  iH 
fully  outlined  in  the  accompanying  letter.  I 
accordingly  submit  the  necessary  appropriation 
order  and  respectfully  recommend  its  adoption  by 
your  honorable  body. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  $147,000  be,  and 
hereby  is,  appropriated,  from  the  income  of  the 
George  F.  Parkman  Fund,  to  be  expended  under 
the  direction  of  the  Park  Commissioners,  for  the 
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maintenance  and  improvement  of  the  Common 
and  parks  in  existence  on  January  12,  1887,  aB 
follows: 

Boston  Common  and  Public  Garden,  Im- 
provements     $15,000 

Franklin  Park,  Improvements 80,000 

Marine  Park,  Improvements,  etc 15,000 

Riverway,  Improvements 5,000 

Animals,  Birds,  etc 7,500 

Aquarium,  Improvements,  etc 2,500 

Fens,  Improvements 20,000 

Madison  Park,  Improvements 2,000 

$147,000 


City  of  Boston, 
Park  Department,  August  28,  1931. 

Hon.  James  M.  Curley, 

Mayor  of  Boston. 
Dear  Sir, — By  a  vote   of  the   Board   of  Park 

Commissioners  on  August  26  you  are  respectfully 

asked  to  make  a  request  upon  the  City  Council 

for  the  transfer  from  the  income  of  the  George  F. 

Parkrnan  Fund  of  the  sum  of  8147,000  which  is  now 

available  for  the  purposes  stated  below: 

Boston  Common  Improvements. ........    $15,000 

For  granolithic  walks  and  repairs  to 
same,  etc.;  regrading  and  renovating 
children's  area,  etc.;  installation  of  a 
sprinkler  system  at  the  Frog  Pond; 
planting  and  care  of  trees,  new  seats 
and  repairs  to  old  seats  in  the  vicinity 
of  the  Parkman  Bandstand,  repairs  to 
Parkrnan  Bandstand,  etc. 

Franklin  Park  Improvements 80,000 

New  building  and  new  water  supply 
in  Zoological  Gardens.  The  old  build- 
ings in  the  Zoological  Gardens  are 
today  in  a  dilapidated  condition  znd 
the  water  supply  is  totally  inadequate; 
installation  of  an  automobile  lif  t  in  the 
Franklin  Park  Garage;  new  walks  and 
repairs  to  old  walks,  etc. 

Marine  Park  Improvements 15,000 

General  repairs  and  painting  to  Head 
House,  toilet  facilities,  etc. ;  general 
repairs  to  public  landing,  etc.  The 
improvements  now  being  made  in 
Marine  Park  necessitate  placing  the 
Head  House  and  the  public  landing  in 
proper  condition. 

Riverway  Improvements 5,000 

New  walks,  drainage,  drinking  foun- 
tains, repairs  to  shelter,  etc.  The 
improvements  made  in  the  Riverway 
and  the  larger  number  of  people  using 
same  necessitate  the  above  construc- 
tion. 

Purchase  of  Animals,  Birds  and  Fish 7,500 

An  amount  should  always  be  avail- 
able for  the  purchase  of  animals,  birds 
and  fish  whenever  new  shipments 
arrive  and  also  to  make  replacements 
as  they  are  needed. 

Aquarium  Improvements 2,500 

Painting,  new  glass  and  repairs  to 
tanks,  etc. 

Fens  Improvements 20,000 

Additional  permanent  walks  in  front 
of  Evans  Memorial  and  Gardner 
Palace,  regrading  of  the  slopes,  drain- 
age, etc.  The  general  improvements 
in  the  Fens  and  the  high  type  of  build- 
ings there  require  this  department  to 
keep  the  grounds  in  proper  condition. 

Madison  Park  Improvements 2,000 

Grading,  loaming,  etc. 


$147,000 

Respectfully  yours, 

William  P.  Long,  Chairman. 
Referred  to  Committee  on  Parkman  Fund. 


TRANSFERS   WITHIN   DEPARTMENTAL 

APPROPRIATIONS. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  August  31,  1931. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — The  attached  requests  for  trans- 
ers  within  departmental  appropriations  have  been 


examined    and    investigated  by  the  Budget  Com- 
missioner.    I  accordingly  recommend  adoption  of 
the  accompanying  orders  by  your  honorable  body. 
Respectfully, 
James  M.  Cublet,  Mayor. 

Ordered,  That  under  authority  of  chapter  261 
of  the  Acts  of  1893  the  City  Auditor  be,  and 
hereby  is,  authorized  to  make  the  following 
transfer  in  the  appropriations  for  Market  Depart- 
ment: 

From  the  appropriation  for  E-10,  Electrical,  $10; 
C-13,  Tools  and  Instruments,  $14.50,  to  the  ap- 
propriation for  C-3,  Electrical,  $24.50. 

Ordered,  That  under  authority  of  chapter  261 
of  the  Acts  of  1893  the  City  Auditor  be,  and 
hereby  is,  authorized  to  make  the  following 
transfer  in  the  appropriations  for  Municipal 
Court  (City  of  Boston): 

From  the  appropriation  for  F-7,  Pensions  and 
Annuities,  $500,  to  the  appropriation  for  F-9, 
Care  of  Dependents,  $400;  B-5,  Cartage  and 
Freight,  $100. 

Ordered,  That  under  authority  of  chapter  261 
of  the  Acts  of  1893  the  City  Auditor  be,  and 
hereby  is,  authorized  to  make  the  following 
transfer  in  the  appropriations  for  Municipal 
Court  (West  Roxbury  District): 

From  the  appropriation  for  D-l,  Office,  $150, 
to  the  appropriation  for  B-35,  Fees,  Service  of 
Venires,  etc.,  $150. 

Ordered,  That  under  authority  of  chapter  261 
of  the  Acts  of  1893  the  City  Auditor  be,  and 
hereby  is.  authorized  to  make  the  following 
transfer  in  the  appropriations  for  Municipal 
Court  (Brighton  District): 

From  the  appropriation  for  A-l,  Permanent 
Employees,  Clerk,  1  at  $1,000  a  year,  $416.67,  to 
the  appropriation  for  A-l,  Permanent  Employees, 
Clerk,  1  at  $1,200  a  year,  $416.67. 

Referred  to  Executive  Committee. 


APPROPRIATION   FOR   ADDITION   TO 
PUBLIC   LATIN   SCHOOL. 

The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  August  21,  1931. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — Chapter  247  of  the  Acts  of  1931, 
a  copy  of  which  is  transmitted  herewith,  au- 
thorizes the  expenditure  of  not  more  than  $2,000,- 
000  for  two  high  school  buildings. 

The  money  is  to  be  specifically  appropriated  by 
the  School  Committee,  and  the  appropriations  so 
made  are  to  be  met  by  loans  authorized  by  the 
City  Council  outside  the  debt  limit. 

I  am  in  receipt  of,  and  have  approved,  an  order 
of  the  School  Committee  appropriating  under  the 
provisions  of  the  said  act  the  sum  of  $850,000  for 
the  construction  of  a  forty-classroom  high  school 
building  for  the  Public  Latin  School,  to  be  an- 
nexed to  the  present  Public  Latin  School  buildings. 

The  accompanying  loan  order,  which  I  recom- 
mend for  immediate  passage,  provides  the  money 
to  meet  this  appropriation. 

As  no  expenditure  can  be  made  to  begin  the 
construction  of  this  much  needed  building  until 
the  loan  is  finally  passed.  I  would,  therefore, 
suggest  that  the  Council  give  the  order  its  first 
reading  at  the  present  meeting.  The  fourteen  days 
which  must  elapse  before  the  second  reading 
presents  an  opportunity  for  such  inquiry  into  the 
merits  of  the  order  as  may  appear  to  be  necessary. 
Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

Ordered,  That  under  the  provisions  of  chapter 
247  of  the  Acts  of  1931  the  sum  of  $850,000  be, 
and  hereby  is,  appropriated  for  High  School  Con- 
struction and  certain  other  purposes,  and  that  to 
meet  said  appropriation  the  City  Treasurer  be 
authorized  to  issue,  from  time  to  time,  upon  the 
request  of  the  Mayor,  bonds  or  certificates  of 
indebtedness  of  the  city  to  said  amount,  the  same 
to  be  issued  outside  the  limit  of  indebtedness. 

Referred  to  Executive  Committee. 


AUGUST    31,    1931. 
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ADDITIONAL  APPROPRIATION  FOR  SEW- 
ERAGE  WORKS. 
The  following  was  received : 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  August  31,  1931. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  am  advised  by  the  Commissioner 
of  Public  Works  that  the  loan  authorized  at  the 
beginning  of  the  year  for  sewerage  works  is  practi- 
cally exhausted,  and,  that  a  supplementary 
appropriation  of  $150,000  is  necessary  at  this 
time,  in  order  to  provide  for  the  construction  of 
sewers  in  new  streets  ordered  by  the  Street  Com- 
missioners. 

In  order  that  there  may  be  no  interference  with 
the  work  of  laying  out  new  streets,  I  submit,  here- 
with, a  loan  order  for  the  desired  amount  and 
respectfully  recommend  its  adoption  by  your 
honorable  body. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Cubley,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Public  Works  Department,  August  27,  1931. 
To  the  Honorable  the  Mayor. 

Due  to  the  heavy  demands  for  sewerage 
works  of  new  streets  ordered  by  the  Street  Com- 
missioners this  year,  and  the  normal  sanitary 
sewer  petitions,  the  million  dollars  authorized  at 
the  beginning  of  the  year  is  practically  exhausted. 
In  order  that  our  program  may  continue  for 
ordinary  sewers  and  surface  drains  to  be  con- 
structed on  new  streets,  I  respectfully  request  that 
a  loan  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  (150,000) 
dollars,  for  sewerage  works  be  made  available, 
and  an  order  should  be  sent  to  the  Council  at  the 
next  Monday  meeting  for  this  loan. 

Yours  very  truly, 
Joseph  A.  Rouhke, 
Commissioner  of  Public  Works. 

Ordered,  That  under  the  provisions  of  chapter 
426  of  the  Acts  of  1897,  as  amended  by  chapter 
204  of  the  Acts  of  1908  and  chapter  178  of  the 
Acts  of  1930,  the  sum  of  $150,000  be,  and  hereby 
is,  appropriated,  to  be  expended  under  the  direc- 
tion of  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Works  for 
Sewerage  Works,  and  that  to  meet  said  appropri- 
ation the  City  Treasurer  be  authorized  to  issue, 
from  time  to  time,  upon  request  of  the  Mayor, 
bonds  or  certificates  of  indebtedness  of  the  city 
to  said  amount. 

The  rules  were  suspended,  and  the  order  was 
given  its  first  reading  and  passage,  years  17,  nays  0. 


ADDITIONAL         APPROPRIATION         FOR 
PUBLIC   CELEBRATIONS   COMMITTEE. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  August  31,  1931. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — The  Public  Celebrations  Commit- 
tee has  submitted  to  me  a  report  setting  forth  that 
the  sum  of  $25,000  additional  is  necessary  for  the 
conduct  of  the  activities  of  this  department  for 
the  remainder  of  the  fiscal  year,  and  1  accordingly 
recommend  the  adoption  of  the  accompanying 
order. 

Respectfully, 

James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

Ordered,  That  under  authority  of  chapter  261 
of  the  Acts  of  1893  the  City  Auditor  be,  and 
hereby  is  authorized  to  transfer: 

From  the  appropriation  for  Reserve  Fund, 
$25,000,  to  the  appropriation  for  Public  Celebra- 
tions, $25,000. 

Referred  to  Executive  Committee. 


PETITIONS  REFERRED. 

The  following  petitions  were  received  and  re- 
ferred to  the  committees  named,  viz.: 

Claims. 

Christopher  N.  Arbeene,  for  compensation  lor 
damage  to  car  caused  by  an  alleged  defect  at  59 
Hudson  street. 

H.  G.  Atwood,  for  compensation  for  damage  to 
coat  caused  by  paint  on  firebox  at  corner  of  Union 
and  Elm  streets. 


Edith  Bemis,  for  compensation  for  injuries  caused 
by  an  alleged  defect  at  94  Clarkson  street. 

William  L.  Berger,  for  refund  on  used  car  license. 

Albert  Bowman,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  an  alleged  defect  in  Waterford  street. 

George  B.  Brayton,  to  be  paid  for  photographs 
taken  of  fire  apparatus  in  1928. 

Burton-Furber  Coal  Company,  for  compensation 
for  damage  to  truck  by  city  truck. 

M.  J.  Dietch,  for  compensation  for  damage  to 
property  at  879  Beacon  street,  caused  by  city  truck. 

Mrs.  Michael  H.  Doherty,  for  compensation  for 
injuries  caused  by  an  alleged  defect  in  steps  at 
Charlestown  Heights. 

Blanche  Drapeau,  for  refund  on  refuse  tickets. 

Michael  A.  DriBColl,  for  compensation  for  dam- 
age to  car  by  fire  apparatus. 

Grazia  Ehbero,  for  refund  on  fruit  stand  license 
at  189  North  street. 

Margaret  M.  Fleming,  for  compensation  for  in- 
juries caused  by  an  alleged  defect  in  Dorchester 
avenue. 

Sarah  Gamer,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  an  alleged  defect  at  53  Washington 
street,  Dorchester. 

Pauline  Goren,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  an  alleged  defect  at  26  Michigan  avenue. 

John  Hayes,  for  compensation  for  loss  of  instru- 
ments taken  from  Room  601,  City  Hall  Annex. 

Philip  Kelson,  for  refund  on  license. 

Gabriel  LaPilato,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  property  at  47  Charter  street,  caused  by  defec- 
tive catch-basin. 

Harry  Magnes,  for  compensation  for  loss  of  ring 
at  L  Street  Bath  House. 

J.  J.  Mahoney,  for  compensation  for  damage  to 
car  by  steam  roller. 

Michael  J.  McGough,  to  reimburse  family  of  late 
Richard  A.  McGough  for  services  of  diver  at  Mystic 
river. 

William  H.  Meanix,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  property  at  44  Halifax  street,  Jamaica  Plain, 
caused  by  collapse  of  water  boiler. 

Lyman  J.  Morgan,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  property  at  534  Tremont  street,  caused  by  de- 
fective street  at  Tremont  and  Milford  streets. 

Paul  Morisette,  for  compensation  for  damage  to 
car  caused  by  an  alleged  defect  at  245  Wood  avenue. 
Hyde  Park. 

Mrs.  Patrick  J.  Morrissey,  for  compensation  for 
damage  to  car  caused  by  an  alleged  defect  at  95 
Washington  Street  North. 

John  M.  O'Leary,  for  compensation  for  loss  of 
property  at  L  Street  Bath  House. 

Mrs.  Filomena  Reccagni,  for  compensation  for 
damage  to  car  by  city  cart. 

Beatrice  Sutkus,  for  compensation  for  loss  of 
money  at  L  Street,  Bath  House. 

J.  J.  Toomey,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  an  alleged  defect  at  750  Washington 
street. 

Whiting  Milk  Companies,  for  compensation  for 
horse  killed,  caused  by  defective  manhole  at  corner 
of  Atlantic  avenue  and  Kneeland  street. 

Executive. 
Petition  of  H.  Barbara  Smith  for  minor  children 
to  appear  at  Lithgow  Hall  on  September  8,  1931. 


CONSTABLES'  BONDS. 

The  bonds  of  the  following-named  constables, 
having  been  duly  approved  by  the  City  Treasurer, 
were  received  and  approved:  Alexander  Levy  and 
Herbert  W.  Bacon. 


NOTICE  OF  HEARING,  NASHUA  STREET. 

Notice  was  received  of  a  hearing  tn  be  held  before 
the  Public  Works  Department  on  application  for 
license  to  build  and  maintain  bulkhead  and  fill  solid 
in  Charles  river  at  18  Nashua  street. 

Placed  on  file. 


REPORT    OF    FINANCE    COMMISSION    ON 
PUBLIC  CELEBRATIONS  IN  WARD  15. 
The  following  was  received.: 

City   of   Boston, 
Finance  Commission,  August  18,  1931. 
To  the  Honorable  the  Mayor  and  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — The  Finance  Commission  here  by 
reports  that  it  has  investigated  the  charges  made  by 
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City  Councilor  Francis  E.  Kelly  to  the  effect  that 
the  city  has  paid  $360  for  ice  cream  which  was 
neither  delivered  nor  distributed  at  Ronan  Park, 
Dorchester,  in  connection  with  the  Fourth  of  July 
celebration   this  year. 

The  commission  finds  that  Councilor  Kelly  was 
in  error  in  so  far  as  the  delivery  was  concerned, 
because  there  is  no  question  that  the  Nicco  Ice 
Cream  Company  made  every  reasonable  effort  to 
deliver  ice  cream  at  Ronan  Park  and  Councilor 
Kelly  who  was  in  charge  of  the  entertainment  at 
the  park  refused  to  accept  it. 

The  commission  does  find,  however,  that 
Councilor  Kelly  is  in  all  probability  correct  when 
he  says  that  the  ice  cream  was  not  distributed. 

It  appears  that  Councilor  Kelly  attempted  to 
make  a  contract  to  bind  the  city  with  the  Blue  Hill 
Ice  Cream  Company  to  furnish  ice  cream  at  Ronan 
Park.  In  the  meantime,  the  Director  of  Public 
Celebrations  also  made  a  legal  and  binding  contract 
with  the  Nicco  Ice  Cream  Company,  Inc.,  for  a 
delivery  of  ice  cream  at  said  Ronan  Park. 

It  appears  further  from  undisputed  evidence  that 
the  Blue  Hill  Ice  Cream  Company  delivered  ice 
cream  on  Councilor  Kelly's  order  which  was 
distributed.  Later,  the  Nicco  Ice  Cream  Company 
representative  appeared  at  the  park  with  a  load  of 
ice  cream  ordered  by  the  Director  of  Public  Cele- 
brations. Councilor  Kelly  refused  to  accept  the 
latter  delivery,  claiming  that  he  knew  nothing 
about  the  Nicco  Company  ice  cream. 

Testimony  was  offered  by  John  F.  Glynn,  agent 
of  the  Nicco  Company,  and  several  boys  to  the 
effect  that  they  distributed  the  ice  cream  to  children 
in  and  about  the  park;  but  the  testimony  of  a 
sergeant,  eight  policemen,  the  superintendent  of 
the  park  and  the  admitted  testimony  of  two  other 
park  attendants  would  seem  to  indicate  that  there 
was  no  such  distribution. 

The  commission  has  found  that  it  is  the  practice 
of  the  Bureau  of  Public  Celebrations  to  allow  the 
city  councilor  in  each  ward  to  manage  the  ward 
public  celebrations.  Included  in  this  management 
is  the  hiring  of  whatever  talent  is  decided  upon,  and 
the  placing  of  the  orders  for  ice  cream,  prizes,  etc. 
In  the  cases  of  two  councilors,  it  was  testified  by  a 
representative  of  the  Public  Celebrations  Bureau 
that  the  director  refused  to  sanction  the  orders  for 
ice  cream  as  these  councilors  requested,  though  he 
did  sanction  other  orders  issued  by  them.  The 
intention  and  letter  of  .the  charter  amendments  of 
1909  were  clearly  to  prohibit  such  participation  by 
city  councilors  in  the  administrative  affairs  of  the 
city. 

The  Finance  Commission  believes  that  the 
Director  of  Public  Celebrations  should  be  instructed 
by  your  Honor  to  devise  a  method  of  handling  these 
celebrations  which  will  not  violate  the  statutes. 

The  investigation  also  showed  clearly  that  the 
city's  interests  are  not  properly  protected  in  the 
receipt  of  materials.  Bills  for  merchandise  or 
services  supposedly  delivered  or  rendered  at  these 
celebrations  have  been  paid  without  any  other 
check  than  a  comparison  with  the  order  issued. 
Vouchers  examined  contain  no  signatures  of 
authorized  persons  who  saw  to  it  for  the  city  that 
all  the  merchandise  ordered  was  received. 

In  the  changes  which  should  be  made,  therefore, 
in  the  direction  of  public  celebrations,  care  should 
be  taken  to  provide  a  means  of  establishing  beyond 
a  doubt  what  and  how  much  the  city  lias  received 
before  payment  is  authorized. 

Respectfully  submitted. 
The  Finance  Commission, 
by  Frank  A.  Goodwin, 

Chairman. 

Coun.  KELLY — Mr.  President,  I  have  an  order 
here  which  I  am  going  to  introduce  in  a  little 
while  and  I  will  comment  on  this  report  at  that 
time. 

The  report  was  placed  on  file. 


SOLDIERS'   RELIEF. 

The  Committee  on  Soldiers'  Relief  submitted  a 
report  recommending  the  passage  of  an  order 
granting  aid  to  soldiers  and  sailors  and  their 
families  for  the  month  of  August,  1931. 

Report  accepted;  order  passed. 


CONDUIT        LOCATION,       OLD      COLONY 
PARKWAY. 
A  copy  of  the  order  of  the  Metropolitan  District 
Commission,  dated  August  27,  1931,  granting  a 


location  to  the  Edison  Electric  Illuminating 
Company  for  a  conduit  in  Old  Colony  Parkway, 
was  received  and  placed  on  file. 


TRANSIENT   VENDOR'S   LICENSES. 

Notice  was  received  of  the  issuance  by  the  City 
Clerk  of  transient  vendors  licenses  to  Louis  Baker, 
55  Scollay  squre;  Max  S.  Brown,  151  Summer 
street;  Henry  Cohen,  178  Federal  street,  David 
Esterman,  16  Tremont street;  Lester  B.  Grandberg 
571  Washington  street;  Meyer  Rubin,  3  Brom- 
field  street;  and  William  Wilson,  91  Washington, 
street. 

Placed  on  file. 


REPORT    OF    COMMITTEE    ON    JITNEYS. 

On  the  petition  of  the  Boston  Elevated  Railway 
Company,  referred  March  16,  1931.  for  license  to 
operate  motor  vehicles  bet%veen  Andrew  square 
and  the  junction  of  Dorchester  avenue  and  Savin 
Hill  avenue,  the  Committee  on  Jitneys  recom- 
mended that  the  license  be  granted. 

Report  accepted;  license  granted. 

Coun.  NORTON— Mr.  President,  I  would  like 
to  ask  about  the  Eastern  Massachusetts  Street 
Railway  Company's  request  for  a  permit  to  operate 
from  Pierce  square  to  Ashmont  Station.  Some 
months  ago  it  came  up  here,  and  on  the  request  of 
one  of  the  colleagues  it  was  referred  back  to  the 
Committee  on  Jitneys. 

President  McGRATH— The  Chair  will  request 
Councilor  Murray  to  answer  the  gentleman. 

Coun.  MURRAY — May  I  say  that  some  eight 
or  nine  months  ago  that  was  reported  back  from 
the  committee,  ought  to  pass.  The  councilor  on 
my  left  was  one  of  the  councilors  who  refused  to 
pass  it  and  referred  it  back  to  the  committee.  I 
don't  know  what  his  change  of  mind  is  now,  or 
what  he  wants  to  do  with  it.  I  am  leaving  that 
to  his  own  discretion.  But  we  have  had  a  meeting 
on  it,  and  the  committee  is  awaiting  final  action. 

Coun.  NORTON— On  August  7  this  application 
was  introduced.  Two  months  ago  the  colleague 
from  Roxbury  objected  to  the  permit  being  granted. 
The  number  of  people  coming  into  Summer  street, 
Boston,  has  fallen  off  30  per  cent  in  the  last  ten 
years.  That  means  that  our  property  valuations 
in  the  very  midst  of  the  city  have  declined,  where 
one  business  street  gives  ds  much  to  the  city  in 
taxes  as  a  whole  ward.  Here  is  the  Eastern 
Massachusetts  Railway  that  is  owned  by  the 
people  whose  stock  has  gone  from  $20,000,000  to 
$600,000;  $19,000,000  worth  of  bonds  can  be 
bought  for  $4,000,000  today.  The  question  is  one 
of  bringing  people  into  the  city.  Here  is  a  section 
that  borders  on  my  ward,  the  chocolate  mill 
section,  where  the  Eastern  Massachusetts  coming 
in  is  forced  to  take  their  passengers  off.  The 
Boston  Elevated  Railroad  approves  the  idea  of 
their  being  allowed  to  come  along  600  yards  to 
the  Ashmont  Station,  and  as  far  as  I  can  find  out 
there  is  no  objection.  I  was  one  of  those  who,  at 
the  request  of  the  colleague  from  Roxbury,  asked 
that  it  be  resubmitted  to  the  committee,  as  at  that 
time  there  were  objections  to  it.  I  respectfully 
ask  at  this  time,  since  the  lapse  of  time  that  has 
ensued  since  the  last  time  this  matter  was  dis- 
cussed, that  it  be  taken  up  at  the  executive  session 
today. 


SHORT-WAVE        RADIO     BROADCASTING 
SYSTEM  FOR   POLICE   DEPARTMENT. 

Coun.  RUBY  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Police  Commissioner  be 
requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  make 
such  immediate  arrangements  as  may  be  neces- 
sary to  equip  the  Police  Department  with  a  short- 
wave radio  broadcasting  system  as  a  means  of 
increasing  the  efficiency  of  the  Police  Department 
in  its  drive  to  check  the  activities  of  criminals  in 
this  city  and  to  more  efficiently  safeguard  all  men, 
women  and  children. 

Coun.  RUBY — Mr.  President,  the  time  has 
come,  in  my  opinion,  when  every  possible  measure 
and  every  possible  thing  that  can  be  done  to  pro- 
tect human  life  should  be  done  in  this  city  imme- 
diately. It  is  not  necessary  for  me  to  tell  you, 
Mr.  President,  or  any  member  of  the  Council, 
how  prevalent  crime  has  been  in  this  city  as  well 
as  in  every  other  city  in  the  country,  and  if  we 
are  to  combat  crime  and  to  safeguard  not  only 
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the  property  of  the  citizens  of  Boston  but  the 
life  of  every  man,  woman  and  child  in  the  city, 
every  possible  means  tending  toward  the  pro- 
tection of  our  citizenry  ought  to  be  taken  at  once. 
Too  much  credit  cannot  be  given  the  Hearst 
papers  in  Boston  today  for  the  magnificent  fight 
that  they  are  making  to  introduce  the  short-wave 
radio  broadcasting  paraphernalia  in  the  Police 
Department  in  Boston.  Those  newspapers,  as 
well  as  every  newspaper  in  Boston,  are  always 
ready  to  undertake  campaigns  of  this  kind. 
That  is  what  makes  a  newspaper  a  public  organ 
and  of  benefit  to  a  city,  and  our  thanks  are  due 
to  the  different  newspapers  that  we  have  in  Boston 
which  are  able  to  take  matters  of  this  kind  before 
the  people,  and  to  know  the  conditions  under 
which  those  matters  can  be  taken  care  of.  I  have 
given  a  great  amount  of  study  to  the  order  that 
I  have  presented  today.  The  short-wave  radio 
broadcasting  system  is  being  worked  in  several 
of  the  large  cities  of  this  country,  every  one 
of  which  reports  a  tremendous  amount  of  success  in 
combating  crime.  Only  within  the  last  few  days 
the  city  of  New  York  has  appropriated  upwards 
of  $125,000  for  the  installation  of  this  same  system. 
I  understand  that  bids  are  being  opened  tomorrow 
by  our  own  Commonwealth  to  short-wave  radio 
systematize  the  Police  Department,  and  Boston 
ought  not  to  lag  behind.  I  was  interested  to  read 
a  week  ago  the  statement  made  by  our  Police 
Commissioner,  for  whom  1  have  the  highest  re- 
gard, that  in  his  opinion  it  would  cost  too  much 
to  install  the  system  in  the  Police  Department  of 
Boston.  With  all  due  respect  to  his  ability  and 
his  knowledge  1  want  to  go  on  record,  Mr.  Presi- 
dent, as  differing  with  him  and  disagreeing  with 
him  on  this  score,  because  I  believe  that  the  pro- 
tection and  safety  of  human  lite  cannot  be  meas- 
ured by  dollars  and  cents,  and  regardless  of  the 
cost  of  installing  this  system  the  City  of  Boston 
is  obligated  to  its  citizenry  to  spend  within  reason 
every  possible  dollar  that  it  may  to  safeguard 
the  inhabitants  of  the  city.  1  want  to  read,  with 
your  permission,  Mr.  President,  some  telegrams 
received  from  the  different  police  departments  of 
this  country.  Here  is  a  telegram  received  from 
Michael  F.  Morrissey,  chief  of  police  of  Indian- 
apolis,   Indiana: 

"Results  our  experience  in  use  of  police  radio 
very  satisfactory.  We  have  forty-three  cars 
equipped,  including  six  county  sheriffs'  cars. 
Arrests  directly  due  to  radio-equipped  police 
cars  first  six  months  to  June  30  total  2,260;  among 
them,  11  murderers,  assaults  with  intent  to  kill; 
•  245  drunken  drivers,  144  auto  bandits,  126  bur- 
glaries, 86  robberies,  36  hit-and-run  drivers." 

We  need  not  to  go  further,  Mr.  President,  than 
to  picture  back  a  few  days  ago  in  New  York,  when 
the  life  of  a  four-year-old  girl,  a  child  that  had  a 
right  to  every  protection  that  the  biggest  city 
in  the  country  could  have  afforded  her,  was  wiped 
out  because  of  the  wholesale  killings  in  that  city 
by  men  who  have  got  to  the  stage  where  the  life 
of  a  human  being  means  nothing  to  them.  For 
that  reason,  Mr.  President,  telegrams  of  this 
kind  coming  from  those  officials  should  have  some 

consideration    with    us.     George   J.    ,    chief 

of  police  in  Cleveland,  Ohio,  in  a  telegram  states: 

"Our  experience  has  proven  that  police  radio 
is  essential  to  the  proper  functioning  of  the  modern 
police  department  in  view  of  the  present  day 
methods  employed  by  criminals.  We  are  now 
doubling  the  number  of  radio  cars." 

From  the  chief  of  police  in  Kansas  City, 
Missouri: 

"We  find  that  short-wave  radio  in  police  work 
indispensable  in  this  city." 

I  could  go  on  and  read  a  number  of  telegrams 
of  like  nature,  telegrams  received  from  Cleveland, 
Ohio,  Detroit,  Michigan,  San  Francisco,  Cali- 
fornis,  and  Los  Angeles,  where  the  short-wave 
radio  system  is  in  vogue.  There  is  no  reason, 
Mr.  President,  why  the  City  of  Boston  should  not 
immediately  equip  its  Police  Department  with 
this  safeguard  for  the  protection  of  our  citizens. 
It  seems  to  me  that  the  only  controversy  that 
may  arise  is  on  the  question  of  cost,  and  as  I  said 
before,  the  short-wave  police  radio  will  cost,  as 
estimated,  about  $100,000.  It  would  cost  be- 
tween $8,000  and  $10,000  to  build  the  broadcast- 
ing station.  It  would  cost  approximately  820,000 
for  the  antenna  system.  It  would  cost  probably 
$50  or  $60  to  equip  every  police  automobile,  and 
we  have  approximately  sixty  of  them  in  this  city. 
The  short-wave  radio  system  has  proven  very 
beneficial  in  our  own  city,  it  being  installed  in 
our  Fire  Department,  and  I  am  told  today  that 
thousands  of  dollars  are  saved  by  avoiding  the 


necessity  of  our  police  boats  and  fire  apparatus 
going  unnecessarily  to  a  fire.  In  Chicago,  10,085 
arrests  have  been  credited  to  the  radio  system 
that  is  prevalent  in  Chicago,  and  no  other  than 
Commissioner  Alcock  is  authority  for  the  state- 
ment that  one  third  of  the  crimes  in  previous 
years  have  been  eliminated  because  of  the  use  of 
the  radio.  I  have  made  inquiries,  Mr.  President, 
and  I  find,  as  I  said  before,  that  less  than  $100,000 
would  probably  equip  our  Police  Department 
with  a  short-wave  radio  system,  a  cost  of  less  than 
5  cents  on  the  tax  rate  in  this  city.  Every  ordi- 
nary family  in  this  city  spends  much  more  than 
that  in  fire  insurance,  in  burglarly  insurance,  in 
accident  insurance,  and  I  believe  there  is  not  an 
individual  in  Boston  who  would  not  have  spent 
$100,000  if  he  could  have  prevented  the  murder 
of  that  sixty-nine-year-old  Mr.  Baxter  in  Roxbury 
only  a  few  nights  ago.  A  man  paying  taxes  in 
Boston,  conducting  a  small  grocery  store  and 
entitled  to  every  mode  and  method  of  protection, 
had  his  life  wiped  out  because  two  bandits  entered 
his  store  and  stole  $15,  and  they  were  permitted 
to  get  away  because  of  our  Police  Department  not 
having  proper  means  of  notification,  not  only  to 
the  department  direct  but  through  the  depart- 
ment to  every  cruising  automobile  we  have  in 
this  city.  If  we  are  to  have  cruising  automobiles 
they  ought  to  be  made  efficient,  they  ought  to  be 
made  so  that  they  will  safeguard  the  interests  of 
everyone  in  our  city  and  I  believe  the  time  has 
come  when  this  equipment  should  go  into  effect. 
I  could  read  several  letters  which  I  have  received 
from  the  citizens  of  Boston.  I  could  recall  per- 
sonal visits,  one  in  particular  of  a  woman  who 
came  to  my  office  this  morning,  living  in  the 
Uphams  Corner  section  of  this  city,  and  telling 
me  of  a  man  coming  to  her  home  a  little  less  than 
a  year  ago,  she  conducting  a  small  lodging  house. 
He  asked  for  a  room  in  which  he  could  change 
his  clothes.  While  he  was  there  he  stole  $70  from 
this  woman.  She  reported  it  to  police  head- 
quarters and  identified  the  man  who  had  been  to 
her  home*  by  pictures  showed  her  in  the  Rogues' 
Gallery.  That  man  is  still  at  large,  and  it  has 
been  known  to  the  Police  Department  that  he 
had  visited  several  lodging  houses  since,  and  has 
got  away  with  hundreds  of  dollars  in  those  lodg- 
ing houses,  and  has  not  yet  been  apprehended 
because  of  the  fact  that  after  each  raid  he  has  the 
opportunity  to  get  away.  Without  going  further 
into  the  order  which  I  have  presented,  I  am  sure 
that  when  this  order  is  presented  to  his  Honor 
the  Mayor,  if  it  is  passed  here  today,  he  will  give 
it  the  consideration  he  has  given  to  all  humane 
orders,  and  that  it  will  receive  favorable  considera- 
tion from  him,  as  no  doubt  it  will,  and  I  ask  for 
a  suspension  of  the  rule  and  the  passage  of  the 
order. 

Coun.  HEIN — Mr.  President,  I  do  not  want  to 
take  any  thunder  away  from  the  councilor  who  has 
just  spoken  or  from  the  newspapers  because  of 
their  efforts  to  get  radios  placed  on  the  police  cars, 
but  it  is  a  fact  that  three  months  ago  I  and  an- 
other gentlemen  went  down  to  the  Police  Com- 
missioner and  asked  him  what  he  thought  of 
radios  in  the  police  cars.  1  happened  to  have  a 
radio  installed  in  mine,  and  I  invited  him  out  for  a 
ride,  which  he  accepted.  He  made  a  tour  around, 
and  very  much  to  his  surprise  he  found  out  and 
admitted  that  radios  in  police  automobiles  would  do 
wonders.  But  there  was  one  hindrance,  and  that 
was  the  broadcasting  stations.  He  thought  he 
might  make  a  hook-up  with  the  Fire  Department, 
but  on  his  investigation  he  was  refused,  as  I  under- 
stand it,  and  in  order  to  have  his  own  broadcasting 
station  he  would  have  to  get  permission  from 
Washington,  which  1  believe  he  tried  to  obtain  and 
was  refused  at  the  time.  There  is  no  question  in 
my  mind  but  that  the  Police  Commissioner  has  the 
idea  of  placing  radios  in  all  police  cars. 

(  ouii.  POWER — Mr.  President,  I  am  not  going 
to  tire  you  with  any  long  talk.  The  councilor 
from  Dorchester  who  introduced  this  order  has 
covered  almost  all  the  points.  But  coming  from  a 
section  that  has  been  shocked  in  the  past  week,  I 
will  have  to  say  that  I  am  heartily  in  accord  with 
everything  that  the  councilor  has  said,  and  1  most 
certainly  favor  I  ho  installation  of  radios  in  all  police 
cars.  I  happened  to  be  on  the  scene  of  the  murder 
of  Mr.  Baxter,  almost  within  a  stone's  throw  of  my 
own  borne,  practically  fifteen  minutes  after  it 
happened.  1  followed  the  motorcycle  offi  cer  up 
the  hill,  and  I  could  easily  see  at  tha  ttimf  that  if  we 
had  had  radios  in  our  police  automobiles  those 
murderers  would  have  been  caught  in  less  than 
three  minutes.  This  store  is  situated  at  the  corner 
of  Wait  and  Hillside  streets.     Wait  street  is  a  dead 
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end  above  Hillside  street,  and  now  Hillside  street  is 
under  construction.  The  murderers  could  only 
go  one  way,  down  Wait  street.  They  could  not  go 
either  way  on  Hillside  street,  or  up  Wait  street; 
they  had  to  go  down.  Notification  was  given  to 
the  police  almost  immediately  after  the  shooting. 
A  woman  on  the  doorstep  next  door  heard  the  shots 
and  immediately  notified  the  police.  You  cannot 
blame  the  police  entirely,  but  stories  have  gone 
out  that  the  first  police  car  did  not  get  there  for 
from  eight  to  ten  minutes.  Now,  I  introduced  an 
order  here  a  few  months  back  requesting  the 
Fire  Department  for  better  protection  on  that  same 
hill.  The  answer  came  back  from  the  Fire  Com- 
missioner that  any  apparatus  outside  of  the 
section  makes  the  hill  in  four  minutes.  1  don't 
know  what  kept  the  police  cars.  This  notification 
was  given  in  one  minute.  There  are  police  cars 
along  on  Huntington  avenue  all  the  time,  and  if 
this  murder  had  been  brought  to  those  cars  they 
could  have  headed  off  the  murderers  easily.  Cars 
equipped  with  radio  from  the  Back  Bay  Station 
could  have  come  up  Huntington  avenue.  There 
was  no  way  of  escape.  So  1  am  heartily  in  accord 
with  all  the  councilor  has  said.  It  is  a  wonderful 
thing. 

Coun.  DOWD — Mr.  President,  I  am  going  to 
vote  for  this  order,  but  at  the  same  time  1  cannot 
make  myself  see  that  the  installation  of  radios  on 
police  cars  is  going  to  curtail  the  crime  wave  that 
we  are  having  in  Boston  and  throughout  the 
country.  To  my  mind  there  are  two  essential 
factors  necessary  to  make  our  Police  Department 
efficient,  and  the  first  is  by  placing  on  the  streets 
at  least  three  hundred  plain-clothes  men.  You 
can  go  out  in  any  suburb  of  the  City  of  Boston  and 
walk  through  the  residential  streets  for  hours  and 
you  will  fail  to  see  a  policeman.  It  is  not  the  police- 
men's fault,  but  it  is  due  to  the  fact  that  we  have 
not  got  sufficient  policemen  in  the  City  of  Boston. 
The  second  essential  is  that  we  should  at  least  pay 
our  policemen,  before  we  ask  them  to  go  out  on  the 
streets  and  bare  their  breasts  to  the  bullets  of 
thugs  and  bandits,  a  decent  week's  salary,  in  keep- 
ing with  the  pay  of  policemen  in  other  large  cities 
in  America.  1  agree  that  the  short-wave  radio 
will  help  the  situation  somewhat,  but  the  short- 
wave radio  will  not  help  one  iota  if  we  have  not 
enough  men  and  enough  cars  on  the  streets  of 
Boston  to  answer  these  radio  calls,  and  I  am 
firmly  of  the  belief  that  the  Police  Commissioner 
and  the  Mayor  should  immediately  place  on  the 
streets  of  Boston  three  hundred  plain-clothes  men 
to  properly  protect  the  lives  and  money  of  our 
citizens,  regardless  of  the  cost. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


RIGHTING   WRONG    AT   RONAN   PARK. 

Coun.  KELLY  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Finance  Commission  be 
requested  to  proceed  under  the  power  conferred 
on  them  by  chapter  496  of  the  Acts  of  1909, 
otherwise  known  as  the  City  Charter,  to  right  a 
wrong  which,  according  to  their  report  of  August 
18,  1931,  existed  at  Ronan  Park  on  July  4,  1931. 

Coun.  KELLY — Mr.  President  and  members  of 
the  Council:  The  first  opportunity  I  had  to  read 
the  report  of  the  Finance  Committee  was  today, 
although  I  signified  my  intention  of  being  vitally 
interested  in  this  proposition  and  in  their  decision. 
In  spite  of  that,  they  have  seen  fit  to  send,  under 
date  of  August  18,  ten  or  eleven  days  ago,  a  report 
to  the  Mayor  and  members  of  the  Council,  but  to 
the  particular  councilor  who  went  over  there  and 
brought  the  facts  to  their  attention  they  did  not 
even  see  fit  to  send  a  copy  of  the  report,  either 
at  his  office,  home,  hospital  or  the  City  Hall. 
But  it  was  interesting  to  receive  a  letter,  while 
confined  to  the  City  Hospital,  addressed  to  the 
City  Hospital  from  this  same  chairman,  and  I 
think  it  makes  very  interesting  reading,  and  I 
think  it  wiU  not  take  me  a  minute  to  read  it.  I 
will  read  it  so  that  my  colleagues  will  know  just 
the  attitude  of  the  chairman  of  the  Finance  Com- 
mission in  this  matter.  It  is  dated  August  21  and 
is  addressed  to  me  at  the  hospital.     It  says: 

"Dear  Councilor." — it  starts  off  very  nicely — 
"I  am  glad  to  know  that  you  have  improved  in 
health,  for  I  see  you  must  be  almost  back  to  nor- 
mal because  your  letter  indicates  that  you  still  do 
not  know  what  you  are  talking  about.  You  ask 
this  commission  to  do  something,  but  you  don't 
tell  us  what  you  want  us  to  do.     Please  inform  us 


at  once  what  action  you  would  like  to  have  us 
take  that  would  be  within  the  legal  prerogatives 
of  this  Commission. 

Very  truly  yours, 

Frank  A.  Goodwin." 

Of  course  a  letter  like  that  might  discourage  an 
ordinary  fellow,  but  it  just  gave  me  a  further 
incentive  to  get  on  my  feet  again  and  come  down 
here  and  find  out  the  contents  of  the  chairman's 
report,  and  it  is  very  interesting  to  read  the 
three-page  report  of  the  Finance  Commission,  the 
chairman  of  which  is  a  supposedly  intelligent  man, 
that  has  nothing  to  do  with  the  facts  that  I  pre- 
sented to  them  or  with  the  questions  that  may 
have  been  in  doubt,  but  which  I  proved  to  the 
Board.  I  made  three  specific  charges,  and  those 
charges  have  not  been  answered.  One  has  rather 
vaguely.  The  three  charges  I  made  were  that 
this  ice  cream  concern,  from  Manchester,  New 
Hampshire,  with  its  branch  office  in  Cambridge, 
received  S360  off  of  the  taxpayers'  money  for  ice 
cream  which  was  not  furnished  to  the  children  of 
my  ward.  I  think  I  proved  by  twenty-four  or 
twenty-five  reputable  witnesses  that  this  ice 
cream  was  not  distributed,  but  still  I  see  no 
suggestion  made  as  to  how  the  city  may  recover 
back  the  money  that  has  been  paid  to  this  con- 
cern for  ice  cream  not  furnished  to  the  city.  The 
second  thing  I  charged  over  there — and  I  proved  it 
— was  that  the  Mayor  was  in  error  in  allowing 
this  bill  to  be  O.K'd  by  him.  because  I  had  brought 
to  the  attention  of  the  Mayor  that  this  ice  cream 
was  not  distributed  before  he  approved  it.  That 
particular  charge  has  not  even  been  answered  by 
the  chairman  of  the  Finance  Commission.  The 
third  particular,  serious  charge,  which  I  substan- 
tiated, was  that  the  City  Treasurer,  knowing  that 
the  children  of  my  district  did  not  receive  the  ice 
cream,  paid  this  bill  after  I  had  brought  it  to  his 
attention  by  remarks  in  this  public  body  that  the 
ice  cream  was  not  received.  Now,  I  wonder  why 
this  disguised  report.  It  does  go  on  and  say,  in 
one  particular  of  it,  that  in  all  probability  I  was 
correct  when  I  said  the  ice  cream  was  not  dis- 
tributed. Why  didn't  they  go  further,  then,  and 
say  what  should  be  done  toward  recovering  back 
the  taxpayers'  money?  In  this  order  that  I  am 
instituting  today  I  ask  the  Finance  Commission 
to  do  its  duty.  I  know  it  will  be  hard  for  the 
chairman  of  the  Finance  Commission  to  do  his 
duty  in  the  three  particular  instances  that  I  have 
asked  him  to  do  it.  I  know  the  concern  which 
was  paid  this  money  is  friendly  with  the  adminis- 
tration. I  know  that  the  Chairman  of  the  Com-, 
mission,  Frank  A.  Goodwin,  was  appointed  by  the 
same  Mayor  of  Boston  as  Street  Commissioner 
during  Mayor  Curley's  first  term.  I  know  further 
that  Mayor  Curley  was  alone  instrumental  in 
having  appointed  to  the  office  he  now  holds,  or 
chairman  of  the  Finance  Commission,  the  same 
Frank  A.  Goodwin,  by  his  intercession  with  Gover- 
nor Allen  a  year  or  so  back.  I  know  further  that 
Chairman  Goodwin  does  not  want  to  criticize  the 
Mayor  because  his  son  is  selling  batteries  to  the 
City  of  Boston.  I  know  further  that  another  reason 
why  Chairman  Frank  A.  Goodwin  does  not  dare 
criticize  the  Mayor  of  Boston  or  the  City  Treas- 
urer, is  because  he  is  attorney  of  record  for  the 
pet  contractor  of  this  administration,  the  con- 
tractor who  can  get  any  kind  of  an  extra  he  wants 
and  any  particular  job  that  he  bids  on.  And  I 
make  that  charge,  that  Chairman  Frank  A. 
Goodwin  is  attorney  for  Matthew  Cummings,  the 
contractor.  Now,  I  say  to  Mr.  Goodwin,  "I 
know  it  is  going  to  be  hard  for  you  to  do  your  duty 
in  this  case,  but  you  have  been  appointed  by  the 
Governor,  and  you  are  getting  S5.000  a  year  to  do 
your  duty,  and  you  owe  it  to  the  taxpayers  of 
Boston  to  make  a  proper  report  to  this  honorable 
body.  Do  not  evade  the  issues.  The  issues  are 
clearly  shown  to  you.  I  have  proved  the  issues 
and  you  have  attempted  to  duck  them."  Now, 
I  notice  also  that  about  the  only  department  that 
Chairman  Frank  A.  Goodwin  ever  criticizes  in 
the  City  of  Boston  is  the  School  Department, 
which  is  not  under  the  supervision  of  the  Mayor 
of  Boston,  and  never  has  been.  Now,  I  under- 
stand that  our  next  meeting  will  be  two  weeks 
from  today.  I  am  going  to  give  this  gentleman 
over  there  on  School  Street  until  two  weeks  from 
now  to  make  a  proper  report  on  the  specific  in- 
stances I  charged  and  proved,  and  if  he  does  not 
do  it  I  shall  go  to  the  Governor  of  the  Common- 
wealth, whom  he  is  accountable  to,  and  demand 
his  removal,  and  I  think  that  when  I  show  these 
facts  that  the  Governor,  in  order  to  protect  the 
taxpayers  of  Boston,  will  immediately  remove  this 
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personal  friend  of  Mayor  Curley  .-who  is  now 
chairman  of  the  Finance  Commission  and  who 
does  not  dare  open  his  mouth  in  any  respect. 
And  I  am  going  to  ask,  Mr.  President,  that  this 
order  be  passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


RADIO   EARPHONES   IN   CITY   HOSPITAL. 

Coun.   KELLY   offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  City  Hospital  Trustees  be 
requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to 
consider  the  advisability  of  installing  a  radio  in 
the  hospital  with  earphones  at  the  bed  of  each 
patient. 

Coun.  KELLY — As  a  member  of  the  Hospital 
Committee,  I  have  had  occasion  to  notice  a  few 
things  at  the  hospital  that  I  feel  need  correction. 
In  no  way  do  I  criticize  the  hospital  authorities, 
the  trustees,  superintendent  or  other  subordinates, 
because  I  feel  that  they  are  doing  a  good  job  in 
the  massive  task  that  they  have  to  accomplish 
there.  I  do  not  know  whether  the  members  of  the 
Council  know  it  or  not,  but  every  building  in  the 
City  Hospital  is  equipped  for  radio,  due  to  the 
foresight  of  the  trustees  and  the  superintendent 
when  the  buildings  were  erected.  They  are  all 
equipped  and  all  wired,  and  I  understand  from 
very  reliable  authority  that  it  would  cost  but 
$6,000  to  equip  all  beds  with  earphones.  Now, 
every  other  hospital  in  the  city  has  earphones. 
There  are  closely  to  1,500  beds  there,  and  1  know 
especially  in  the  surgical  wards,  in  the  maternity 
wards,  in  the  G.  Y.  M.  wards  and  the  children's 
wards,  they  would  like  to  be  able  to  put  on  ear- 
phones as  they  do  at  the  Massachusetts  General 
Hospital  and  other  hospitals  around  Boston,  and  I 
think  they  would  not  disturb  a  sick  patient  right 
next  to  them.  A  radio  would  be  installed  down- 
stairs, and  the  earphones  would  be  allowed  to 
bring  the  broadcast  from  the  radio  room  direct 
to  the  earphones  on  the  beds.  I  know  that  it 
would  bring  a  lot  of  joy  to  people  that  are  incar- 
cerated there  for  months,  and  I  ask  that  this 
order  also  be  passed  under  the  suspension  of  the 
rule. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


MEMORIAL  AT   CITY   HOSPITAL. 

Coun.  KELLY  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  City  Hospital  Trustees"  be 
requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  erect  a 
suitable  memorial  at  the  hospital  for  the  purpose 
of  perpetuating  the  memory  of  any  doctor,  nurse, 
interne,  student  nurse,  or  any  other  employee  who 
dies  as  a  result  of  contracting  disease  or  sickness 
while  in  the  performance  of  their  duty. 

Coun.  KELLY — Mr.  President,  on  this  order, 
as  I  say,  I  start  out  with  the  principle  that  the 
hospital  is  run  very  well,  but  of  course  there  can 
always  be  improvements  made,  and  here  is  a  small 
thing  that  will  not  run  into  much  money.  In  view 
of  some  recent  deaths,  especially  that  of  Miss 
Black,  a  case  that  has  been  called  to  my  attention, 
who  is  supposed  to  have  contracted  a  disease 
while  treating  a  patient,  and  getting  only  a  few 
hundred  dollars  a  year  in  training.  I  think  it  is 
only  proper  that  the  city  should  erect  some  kind 
of  a  memorial  to  any  employee  at  the  Boston 
City  Hospital  who  risks  his  life  and  dies  as  the 
result  of  disease  contracted  from  any  patient. 
I  think  it  is  a  very  heroic  act  on  the  employees' 
part  and  I  think  the  City  of  Boston  ought  to 
recognize  it.  I  see  that  the  City  of  Quincy  is  doing 
something  similar.  I  might  call  the  attention  of 
the  Council  to  the  fact  that  the  internes  there 
receive  nothing.  After  graduating  from  college 
they  serve  two  years  there  without  receiving  a 
penny.  The  nurses  after  three  years'  training, 
get  anywhere  from  880  to  $180  for  the  three  years. 
The  orderlies  get  something  like  816.50  a  week.  I 
therefore  think  it  very  ideal  that  this  particular 
order  be  passed  by  the  Council,  and  I  have  in  mind 
the  first  of  next  year,  when  the  Legislature  con- 
venes, introducing  or  having  one  of  the  representa- 
tives introduce  a  bill  that  would  allow  a  pension 
to  any  particular  hospital  employee  that  contracted 
a  disease  or  sickness  due  to  the  care  of  a  patient, 
because  1  feel  that  they  are  as  much  entitled  to  it 
as  the  policemen  and  the  firemen.  Therefore  I 
move  also  the  suspension  of  our  rule  and  the  passage 
of  this  order. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


REDUCTION   IN  FEES   OF   SPECIAL 
NURSES. 

Coun.  KELLY  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,   That  the  City  Hospital  Trustees  be 
requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  put 
into   effect   a  20   per  cent   reduction  in   the   rate 
charged  for  special  nurses. 

Coun.  KELLY — Mr.  President.  I  don't  know 
how  many  of  the  members  know  it,  but  if  you 
want  a  special  nurse  to  treat  any  patient  up  there, 
you  pay  $7.50  for  twelve  hours.  I  know  that 
rate  has  existed  for  quite  some  time,  but  I  was 
always  under  the  impression  that  the  nurse  her- 
self received  the  $7.50,  and  to  my  amazement 
I  found  out  that  the  City  of  Boston  deducts  $1.50 
for  the  nurse,  making  ;the  nurse  receive  only  $6, 
in  other  words  50  cents  an  hour  for  twelve  hours. 
They  claim  that  the  $1.50  is  for  meals,  but  I  have 
looked  into  the  matter  pretty  thoroughly,  and 
I  find  that  three  meals  at  a  wholesate  rate  up 
there  could  be  served  at  a  cost  to  the  city  of  about 
50  cents.  I  know  that  this  department  has  turned 
over  revenue  to  the  city  every  year,  but  I  think 
it  is  a  poor  place  for  the  city  to  make  any  profit, 
because  the  average  person  cannot  well  afford  to 
pay  $7.50  for  a  special  nurse,  and  the  rate  should 
be  $6  instead  of  $7.50,  which  it  could  be,  because 
that  is  all  the  nurse  is  getting.  And  the  city 
could  well  afford  to  give  those  nurses  one  or  two 
meals  that  they  may  have  there,  because  most 
of  them  eat  before  they  come  at  seven  o'clock  at 
night,  and  most  of  them  go  home  when  they  get 
off  at  seven  in  the  morning  and  eat  at  home,  so 
in  reality  they  would  only  eat  one  meal.  I  think 
it  would  be  a  great  benefit  to  the  public  in  general 
to  cut  this  rate  to  $6,  or,  if  they  want  to  persist 
in  charging  $7.50,  the  nurse  ought  to  be  given  the 
advantage  of  J  the  $1.50,  in  order  that  in  that  way 
it  will  indirectly  help  the  patient,  because  she 
will  be  more  interested  in  her  work,  for,  as  we  all 
know,  the  more  money  we  get  the  more  interested 
we  are  in  our  work.  So  I  am  going  to  ask  that 
this  order  be  passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 

Coun.  FITZGERALD— I  did  not  quite  get 
everything  the  councilor  stated,  but  this  is  quite 
a  big  problem,  and  therefore  the  public  are  the 
ones  who  have  to  pay  the  bill,  and  I  think  it  is 
an  order  that  ought  to  be  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  City  Hospitals,  and  if  the  councilor  has  no  objec- 
tion I  move  that  the  matter  be  referred  to  that 
committee. 

Coun.  KELLY — I  move  that  it  be  referred  to 
the  Hospital  Committee. 

The  order  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
City  Hospitals. 


POLITICAL   BUTTONS  FOR    CITY 
EMPLOYEES. 

COUN.  KELLY  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  requested 
not  to  embarrass  city  employees  by  ordering  them, 
either  directly  or  indirectly,  under  a  threat  of 
losing  their  jobs,  to  wear  political  buttons  of  any 
nature  or  description. 

Coun.  KELLY — Mr.  President,  while  an  inmate 
of  the  hospital  I  had  considerable  talk  with  the 
employees  of  the  hospital,  and  aside  from  com- 
plaints at  times  of  perhaps  poor  food,  which  were 
later  straightened  out,  I  also  got  a  complaint,  and 
it  was  brought  to  my  attention  very  forcibly  from 
seven  or  eight  different  employees,  that  they 
were  forced  to  wear  a  certain  political  button  in- 
dorsing a  certain  candidate  for  President,  although 
they  told  me  it  was  against  their  wishes  to  so  wear 
this  political  button,  but  that  they  did  not  care, 
most  of  them  not  being  civil  service  employees, 
to  refuse  these  particular  fellows  that  are  supposed 
to  be  in  and  are  supposed  to  have  taken  the 
buttons  direct  from  City  Hall  to  the  hospital  with 
orders  from  the  Mayor  that  they  should  be  worn 
by  every  employee.  They  informed  me  that 
they  did  not  like  it,  but  they  could  not  say  any- 
thing, so  I  informed  them  that  I  would  thresh  the 
matter  out  at  this  meeting.  Of  course,  as  to  the 
particular  candidate  that  the  political  button 
is  being  worn  for,  it  may  be  that  I  will  be  one  of  his 
staunchest  supporters  for  President  next  year,  in 
my  small  way,  but  of  course  I  must  wait,  and  I 
think  it  only  fair  that  everybody  wait  until  they 
hear  what  the  real  leaders  of  the  state,  David  1. 
Walsh  and  Governor  Joseph  B.  Ely,  have  to  say, 
and  also  hear  from  the  nation's  leading  Democratic 
candidate,  who  showed  that  he  could  carry  this 
country.      And    if    he    is    to    be    their    candidate 
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then  of  course  naturally,  as  a  good  Democrat,  I 
will  fall  into  line  and  support  that  particular 
individual.  But  I  do  object  to  these  whip  methods 
of  making  city  employees  afraid  of  their  jobs 
if  they  do  not  wear  this  particular  button,  which 
on  the  back  says,  "Compliments  of  Mayor  James 
M.  Curley,"  and  which  incidentally  was  manu- 
factured in  New  York.  I  say  it  is  unfair  to  the 
employees  of  any  city  department  to  make  them 
do  this,  and  that  is  the  reason  1  introduced  this 
order,  and  not  for  political  purposes,  because, 
as  I  say,  I  may  be  for  this  same  individual,  but 
I  am  going  to  wait  until  we  see  what  the  Demo- 
cratic leaders  of  the  state  whom  1  have  named, 
and  the  man  who  has  proven  that  he  is  the  Demo- 
cratic leader  of  the  entire  nation.  Governor  Alfred 
E.  Smith,  have  to  say.  As  yet  he  has  not  declined 
the  nomination,  and  perhaps  he  will  be  a  candidate, 
and  I  intend  next  year,  if  things  stay  the  way 
they  are  now,  to  be  a  member  of  the  committee 
in  this  state  pledged  to  Governor  Alfred  E.  Smith 
for  President  of  the  United  States.  Mr.  Presi- 
dent, I  ask  that  this  order  be  passed  under  the 
suspension  of  the  rule. 

President  McG RATH— The  order  will  be  re- 
ferred to  the  Executive  Committee. 

Coun.  DOWD — Before  that  order  is  referred 
to  the  Executive  Committee,  I  want  to  say  that 
1  am  not  interested  in  the  political  aspirations  of 
any  presidential  candidate  at  this  time,  but  I  am 
interested  in  pressure  being  brought  upon  city 
employees,  and  I  noticed  an  order  in  every  one 
of  last  week's  newspapers  which  said  that  if  the 
city  employees  did  not  pay  their  taxes  they  would 
be  fired  within  ten  days.  Now,  1  am  interested  to 
know  where  the  Mayor  of  Boston  gets  his  law 
which  enables  him  to  state  that  if  city  employees 
do  not  pay  their  taxes  they  will  be  discharged 
within  ten  days.  1  submit  that  is  entirely  unfair, 
because  city  employees  are  the  same  as  the  rest 
of  us.  They  are  compelled  to  keep  their  homes, 
or  their  brothers,  mothers  or  other  relatives 
during  this  depression,  and  the  only  way  they  can 
collect  taxes  from  city  employees  is  the  same 
as  they  collect  them  from  any  other  individual, 
and  that  is  to  send  a  constable,  if  necessary.  But 
1  would  like  to  know  where  the  Mayor  of  Boston 
gets  his  law  which  authorized  him  to  say  he  will 
discharge  city  employees  who  are|not  under  Civil 
Service  within  ten  days  if  they  do  not  pay.  1 
think  it  is  unfair. 

Coun.  WILSON — With  reference  to  that  par- 
ticular remark,  if  1  read  the  papers  correctly,  the 
Mayor  of  Boston  is  quoted  as  threatening  to  dis- 
charge any  city  employee  who  fails  to  pay  his 
poll  tax.  As  a  member  of  the  governing  body 
of  the  City  of  Boston  I  agree  with  the  Mayor  to 
that  extent,  that  any  employee  drawing  the  money 
of  the  City  of  Boston,  on  the  pay  roll  of  the  City 
of  Boston,  who  has  not  enough  civic  interest  to 
meet  his  poll  tax  ought  to  be  fired. 

The  order  was  referred  to  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee. 


PERMITS  TO  CARRY  REVOLVERS. 

Coun.  KELLY  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Police  Commissioner  be  re- 
quested not  to  issue  any  more  permits  to  carry 
revolvers  to  officials  of  the  City  of  Boston  whose  sole 
desires  in  making  an  application  to  carry  a  gun  is  to 
obtain  publicity. 

Coun.  KELLY — Mr.  President,  we  have  seen  in 
the  past  week  or  two  that  the  Mayor  of  Boston,  the 
only  chief  executive  of  any  city  in  the  state  or 
nation,  had  so  ridiculed  the  Boston  Police  force  as 
to  make  application  to  the  Police  Commissioner  to 
carry  a  gun,  and  a  permit  was  issued  to  him.  I 
claim  the  only  reason  he  made  this  application  was 
to  ridicule  the  Police  Department  and  its  force  and, 
furthermore,  to  get  publicity  all  over  the  country. 
But  I  claim,  and  I  think  I  can  prove  to  you,  Mr. 
President  and  gentlemen  of  the  Council,  that  this 
is  a  very  bad  advertisement  for  the  City  of  Boston, 
because  when  people  who  are  contemplating  com- 
ing to  Boston  to  take  their  vacations  find  out  that 
the  Mayor  of  Boston,  in  order  to  protect  himself, 
needs  to  carry  a  gun,  they  are  going  to  hesitate  be- 
fore they  take  their  lives  in  their  hands  and  come 
into  our  city.  And  of  course  it  was  only  natural 
that  the  gentleman  that  I  term  the  undershirt  of 
theMayor,  Edmund  A.  Dolan, would  followupwhat 
the  Big  Boss  did  and  also  make  application,  which 
was  also  granted  to  him.  But  I  might  say,  before  I 
ask  that  this  particular  order  be  passed  under  the 
suspension  of  the  rule,  that  the  general  public  knows 


pretty  well  that  both  of  these  gentlemen  deal  fairly 
well  with  some  of  the  taxpayers'  money,  and  have 
done  so  during  past  years,  without  a  gun. 

Coun.  BTJSH. — A  point  of  order,  Mr  President. 
I  did  not  want  to  raise  the  point  of  order  before  the 
councilor  spoke,  because  I  did  not  want  him  to  feel 
that  there  was  anything  personal  in  my  raising  the 
point  of  order,  and  I  did  not  want  him  to  think  that 
I  was  shutting  him  off  from  debate  but,  as  a  matter 
of  fact,  we  have  no  authority  to  act  on  a  matter  of 
that  kind.  The  Police  Commissioner  derives  his 
authority  from  the  General  Laws  of  Massachusetts, 
and  we  have  no  authority  whatever  to  instruct  the 
Police  Commissioner  in  the  matter  of  granting  per- 
mits for  the  carrying  of  revolvers  or  in  any  other 
similar  matter,  and  I  therefore  ask  for  a  ruling  on 
that,  and  say  that  that  order  is  out  of  order. 

President  McGRATH— The  Chair  will  state 
that  the  order  is  out  of  order  in  that  it  makes  a 
statement  that  may  or  may  not  be  true  in  the 
words,  "whose  sole  desire  in  making  an  application 
to  carry  a  gun  is  to  obtain  publicity",  and  the 
chair  rules  the  order  out  of  order. 

Coun.  KELLY— Mr.  President. 

President  McGRATH.  For  what  purpose  does 
the  gentleman  rise? 

Coun.  KELLY — Well,  I  suppose  it  is  the  cus- 
tomary purpose,  to  take  exception  to  your  unfair 
ruling. 

President  McGRATH — For  what  purpose  does 
the  gentleman  rise? 

Coun.  KELLY — To  take  exception  to  your  un- 
fair ruling. 

President  McGRATH— The  gentleman  is  out  of 
order. 


PRIVATE  UNEMPLOYMENT  FUND. 

Coun.  DOWD  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  requested 
to  appoint  a  committee  consisting  of  commercial, 
industrial  and  civic  leaders  in  the  City  of  Boston 
with  a  view  to  raising,  through  private  sub- 
scription, the  sum  of  five  million  dollars,  to  be  used 
as    an    enemployment   fund. 

Coun.  DOWD — Mr.  President,  some  time  in 
February  of  this  year  1  introduced  a  similar  order, 
which  was  vetoed  by  the  Mayor  of  Boston,  in 
which  he  stated  that  good  times  were  just  around 
the  corner  and  that  we  should  all  be  optimistic 
about  the  future  of  Boston  and  the  country.  Since 
that  time  the  bright  spots  that  we  have  been  told 
were  around  the  corner  have  simply  faded  away, 
and  today  we  find  that  we  have  20  per  cent  more 
names  on  the  charity  roll  than  in  January  or 
February  of  last  year.  1  notice  that  the  President 
of  this  country  has  appointed  Mr.  Gifford  to  head 
his  relief  committee,  and  1  sent  a  letter  to  Mr. 
Gifford  today,  who  is  president  of  the  Bell  Tele- 
phone Company,  informing  him  that  if  he  desired 
to  do  real  good  work  on  his  job.  the  least  he  could  do 
was  to  prevent  his  main  subsidiary,  the  New 
England  Telephone  Company,  from  discharging 
their  help  within  the  last  few  weeks,  and  1  asked  Mr. 
Gifford  to  at  least  have  those  who  are  under  his 
orders  retain  their  employees  and  not  discharge 
them,  as  the  New  England  Telephone  Company 
has  done  since  Mr.  Gifford's  appointment  by  the 
President.  1  see  that  Governor  Ely  is  arranging  a 
committee  to  take  care  of  anything  that  might  arise 
this  year.  There  isn't  any  question  in  the  minds 
of  those  controlling  the  city  treasury  that  if  money 
is  paid  out  at  the  rate  it  will  be  for  the  next  five  or 
six  months,  we  will  be  faced  with  a  deficit  and 
unable  to  take  care  of  the  situation.  1  have  asked 
the  Mayor  of  Boston  to  appoint  a  committee  of  in- 
dustrial bankers  and  commercial  leaders  of  the 
City  of  Boston  to  raise  by  private  subscription  a 
sum  necessary  to  take  care  of  the  winter  months, 
the  same  as  Detroit,  New  York  and  other  large 
cities  are  doing  today.  The  Mayor  is  an  optimist. 
Well,  1  say  it  is  all  right  to  be  an  optimist  when  one 
has  a  few  million  dollars  that  he  can  draw  upon  at 
any  time,  but  when  one  has  five.  six.  seven  or  eight 
children  he  has  got  to  be  pessimistic  about  things, 
and  there  isn't  a  man  in  this  body  who  does  not 
realize  that  we  have  got  a  much  more  severe  winter 
ahead  of  us  than  ever  before  in  the  history  of  this 
city,  and  now  is  the  time  to  prepare  for  that  winter. 
The  time  will  not  be  in  December  or  January. 
Now  is  the  time  to  prepare,  as  President  Hoover 
has  done,  and  as  our  own  Governor  has  done.  So  I 
am  asking  the  Mayor  of  Boston  to  take  action,  in 
order  that  we  will  not  have  to  cut  the  dole  25  per 
cent  more  and  make  a  family  of  a  man  and  wife 
and  eight  or  nine  children,  eleven  or  twelve  in  a 
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family,  exist  on  $15  a  week.  We  are  proud  to  say 
that  we  have  not  any  soup  lines  in  the  City  of 
Boston.  I  say  rather  than  exist  on  $15  a  week  it 
would  be  much  better  if  we  had  soup  lines  in  order 
that  the  people  might  get  sufficient  to  eat.  And  1 
am  asking  the  Mayor  of  Boston  to  act  now  in  the 
matter  and  appoint  a  committee,  because  after  all 
Boston  citizens  are  charitable,  and  they  do  not 
desire  to  see  our  city  placed  in  the  same  situation  as 
the  City  of  Detroit,  and  I  say  we  can  raise  the 
$5,000,000  during  the  next  three  or  four  months. 
The  order  was  passed.  j 


TRANSFER    OF    CHRONIC    HOSPITAL. 

Coun.  DOWD  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  consider 
the  advisability  of  transferring  the  chronic  hospital 
from  Long  Island  to  the  mainland. 

Coun.  DOWD — Mr.  President,  I  can  remember 
as  far  back  as  the  Mayoralty  campaign  of  1922, 
when  one  of  the  campaign  pledges  and  promises 
of  the  candidate  for  Mayor  was  that  he  intended  to 
bring  the  inmates  of  the  Chronic  Hospital  from 
Long  Island  to  the  mainland  in  Boston,  and  he 
kept  his  promise  in  so  far  as  he  could,  for  on 
February  2,  1925,  he  sent  a  message  to  the  then 
City  Council,  asking  them  for  $1,000,000  to  be 
appropriated  to  build  a  chronic  hospital  on  Parker 
Hill.  That  money  was  appropriated,  and  the 
same  Dr.  James  J.  Minot,  president  of  the  staff, 
E.  W.  Taylor,  secretary  of  the  staff,  Robert  Salter 
and  John  H.  Cunningham,  executive  committee, 
sent  a  message  to  the  Mayor  of  Boston,  which  I 
will  not  read  to  you  —  it  is  on  page  7  of  the  record 
of  1925  —  in  which  they  stated  very  plainly  that 
it  would  be  beneficial  to  the  chronic  sick  of  Long 
Island  to  have  them  moved  to  the  mainland 
because  every  medical  attention  could  not  be 
given  to  them  at  the  Long  Island  Hospital.  But 
after  Mayor  Nichols  was  inaugurated  work  was 
stopped  at  Parker  Hill  and  the  City  of  Boston 
had  to  pay  to  O'Connor,  the  contractor,  to  settle 
his  judgment  in  court,  nearly  $200,000.  The  city 
still  retains  that  land,  and  if  the  Mayor  of  Boston 
wants  to  do  something  of  material  benefit,  this  is 
the  way  he  can  do  it.  I  am  quite  sure  he  feels 
the  same  now  as  he  did  in  1925  when  he  sent  in 
the  order  for  $1,000,000  to  the  Council  for  the 
chronic  sick,  and  when  he  made  the  plea  that 
those  poor  unfortunates  should  be  brought  to  the 
mainland,  and  not  be  compelled  to  stay  on  Long 
Island  the  last  days  of  their  life.  So  I  am  asking 
the  Mayor  of  Boston.instead  of  spending  $5,000,000 
to  build  a  courthouse  so  that  judges  and  lawyers 
may  have  luxurious  rooms,  to  spend  $5,000,000,  if 
necessary,  over  a  period  of  five  years,  on  something 
that  is  going  to  be  of  real  benefit,  and  something 
that  was  one  of  his  campaign  pledges  and  promises, 
and  which  he  endeavored  to  carry  out  to  the  best 
of  his  ability  in  1925.  You  know  we  have  spent 
$1,000,000  under  Mayor  Nichols'  administration. 
That  hospital  there  can  still  be  retained,  not  for 
the  chronic  sick  but,  if  necessary  for  an  alms  house. 
So  I  am  asking  the  Mayor  of  Boston,  if  he  still  feels 
the  same  way  he  has,  and  there  is  no  reason  why 
he  should  not,  because  it  is  a  matter  of  record, 
that  he  start  immediately  to  draw  plans  for  the 
building  of  a  chronic  hospital  on  city-owned  land 
at  Parker  Hill  and  to  bring  the  chronic  sick  from 
Long  Island  to  the  mainland  where  they  at  least 
can  get  the  proper  medical  attention  they  deserve. 

Coun.  BUSH — Mr.  President  and  members  of 
the  Council:  You  know  that  in  1928,  during  the 
administration  of  Mayor  Nichols,  a  loan  order 
was  introduced  in  this  Council  for  over  a  million 
dollars  for  the  construction  of  more  buildings  on 
Long  Island  at  the  Long  Island  Hospital.  I 
vigorously  opposed  the  expenditure  of  that  sum 
of  money  at  that  time  on  Long  Island,  and  said 
then  that  the  original  idea  of  the  present  Mayor 
to  place  the  chronic  sick  on  the  mainland  was  an 
idea  that  should  be  furthered.  I  at  that  time 
suggested  that  the  sum  of  $400,000  would  ade- 
quately take  care  of  the  emergency  which  existed, 
in  further  providing  for  necessary  accommodations 
for  the  chronic  sick  on  Long  Island,  and  that  the 
expenditure  of  any  larger  sum  of  money  then 
would  only  be  another  nail  in  the  coffin  of  ever 
obtaining  the  transfer  of  that  hospital  over  to  the 
mainland.  I  was  very  much  surprised  and  very 
much  astounded  to  hear  the  councilor  from  Rox- 
bury,  the  previous  speaker,  state  that  he  was  in 
favor  of  transferring  the  Long  Island  Hospital  to 
the  mainland,  because,  if  I  recall  correctly,  and  I 
may  be  doing   him   an   injustice,   but  if   I   recall 


correctly  I  was  the  only  man  who  voted  against 
that  million  dollar  appropriation  in  this  Council, 
and  if  that  is  correct  he  must  have  voted  for  it, 
for  the  expenditure  of  that  million  dollars. 

Coun.  DOWD — I  rise  to  a  point  of  order. 

President  McGRATH— Councilor  Dowd  will 
state  his  point  of  order. 

Coun.  DOWD — I  would  ask  that  the  councilor 
inform  himself  correctly  of  any  vote  I  have  taken 
before  he  makes  any  statement.  He  knows,  and  I 
know,  and  the  records  will  prove,  that  I  was  one 
that  led  the  fight  against  the  expenditure  of  $1,000,- 
000  at  Long  Island.     The  councilor  is  in  error. 

Coun.  BUSH — I  will  check  that  up  immediately, 
Mr.  President.  I  will  apologize  to  the  councilor, 
if  it  is  true. 

Coun.  POWER — Just  a  few  words  about  the 
Long  Island  Hospital  going  on  Parker  Hill.  Under 
an  act  of  the  Legislature  that  land  was  transferred 
from  the  Hospital  Department  to  the  Park  De- 
partment, and  the  Mayor  is  going  to  give  us  a 
playground  on  Parker  Hill. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


REOPENING    OF   PUBLIC   SCHOOLS. 

Coun.  DOWD  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  School  Committee  be  re- 
quested, through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  con- 
sider the  advisability  of  reopening  the  public 
schools  of  Boston  on  October  1,  instead  of  Sep- 
tember 10,  as  scheduled,  on  account  of  the  present 
spread  of  infantile  paralysis. 

Coun.  DOWD — Mr.  President,  it  has  been 
called  to  my  attention  during  the  last  two  weeks 
that  we  have  fifty-three  cases  of  infantile  paralysis 
reported  in  the  City  of  Boston.  If  that  is  so,  and 
the  School  Committee  is  so  advised  by  our  medical 
authorities,  I  feel  it  would  be  much  safer  to  open 
the  schools  a  trifle  late  this  year  instead  of  Sep- 
tember 10,  as  usual. 

Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 


LIGHTING  SYSTEM  ON  TREMONT  STREET, 
ROXBURY. 

Coun.  GLEASON  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor, 
to  install  a  White  Way  system  of  lighting  on 
Tremont  street,  Roxbury.  from  Linden  Park 
street  to  Roxbury  Crossing,  then  along  Columbus 
avenue  to  Roxbury  street 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


INSPECTION    OF    BUILDINGS    ON     MAIN 
STREET,    CHARLESTOWN. 

Coun.  GREEN  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Building  Commissioner  be 
requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  have 
an  inspection  made  of  all  buildings  on  both  sides 
of  Main  street,  Charlestown,  the  foundations  of  a 
number  of  which  have  been  weakened  by  vibra- 
tion caused  by  Elevated  trains  and  heavy  traffic. 
Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


LIGHTING    SYSTEM    ON    PRISON   POINT 
BKIDGE. 

Coun.  GREEN  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,    That    the    Commissioner    of    Public 

\\  oils  be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor. 

tu  install  a  lighting  system  on  Prison  Point  Bridge. 

Rutherford   avenue.  Charlestown.   fur  the  purpose 

of  illuminating  the  State  Prison. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


INSTALLATION   OF  ARC    LIGHT   ON 
DUDLEY   STREET. 

Coun.  LYNCH  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the 
Mayor,  to  install  an  arc  light  in  front  of  the  drug 
store  on  Dudley  street,  near  Ramsay  street, 
Dorchester. 
Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 
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OITY   COUNCIL. 


GRADING     AND     LIGHTING     OF     WELL- 
INGTON  STREET  PLAYGROUND. 

Coun.  DONOVAN  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Park  Commissioner  be 
requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  grade 
the  Wellington  Street  Playground  and  to  have 
proper  lights  installed  so  that  the  playground  may 
be  used  evenings. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


HOLIDAY  FOR  HEBREW  EMPLOYEES 
FOR  OBSERVANCE  OF  NEW  YEAR  AND 
DAY  OF  ATONEMENT. 

Coun.  RUBY  and  BUSH  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  all  city  employees  of  the  Hebrew 
faith    be    excused    from    employment    during    the 
observance  of  the  New  Year  and  Day  of  Atone- 
ment, without  loss  of  pay. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


STREET   CONSTRUCTION. 

Coun.  FISH  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Board  of  Street  Commis- 
sioners, through  his  Honor  the  Mayor  accept  and 
lay  out  Redwood  street  as  a  public  highway. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


STREET   CONSTRUCTION. 

Coun.  WILSON  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Board  of  Street  Commis- 
sioners be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the 
Mayor,  to  accept  and  lay  out  as  a  public  highway 
Huntoon  street,  in  Ward  17,  extending  from  Med- 
way  street  to  Butler  street. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


REMOVAL  OF   CAR   RAILS. 

Coun.  WILSON  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Public  Works  Department, 
through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  be  requested  to 
notify  the  Boston  Elevated  Railway  Company 
and  the  Eastern  Massachusetts  Railway  Company 
to  remove  abandoned  car  rails  from  River  street, 
Adams  street  and  Dorchester  avenue  in  Ward  17. 

Coun.  WILSON— With  reference  to  the  order 
that  has  just  been  read,  if  I  am  correctly  informed 
the  car  rails  which  are  no  longer  used  in  the  Pierce 
square  section,  on  Adams  street,  from  River  street 
to  Dorchester  avenue,  are  either  the  property  of  the 
Elevated  Railway  Company  or  have  been  leased 
by  them  from  the  Eastern  Massachusetts.  In 
any  event,  street  car  service  has  been  discontinued 
there  now  for  a  matter  of  two  or  three  years,  and 
one  of  the  chief  traffic  menaces  of  that  district  are 
the  old,  broken  down,  sharpened  car  rails,  which 
serve  no  further  good  purpose,  and  which,  of  course, 
should  long  since  have  been  removed. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


CHECK-UP   OF  ALIEN   EMPLOYEES. 

Coun.  WILSON  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,    That   his   Honor   the    Mayor   be    re- 
quested   to    designate    appropriate     inspectors    to 
check  up  the  employment  of  aliens  on  city  work. 

Coun.  WILSON — Mr.  President,  those  members 
of  the  Council  who  were  in  the  Mayor's  office 
before  the  meeting  with  reference  to  various 
matters,  had  in  mind  the  situation  which  I  ad- 
vanced at  that  time,  pointing  out  that  while  it  is 
all  very  well  for  the  City  of  Boston  to  appropriate 
millions  of  dollars  to  furnish  work  for  men  who 
need  it,  yet  every  one  of  us  over  twenty-one  years 
of  age  realizes  that  the  work  is  not  being  obtained 
by  citizens,  and  we  realize  that  despite  the  thou- 
sands and  millions  of  dollars  that  are  being  spent 
on  public  buildings,  and  especially  on  streets 
and  sidewalks  today,  probably  less  than  50  per 
cent  of  the  men  employed  by  the  contractors  are 
citizens,  as  provided  for  in  their  contracts.  Now, 
1  defy  any  member  of  the  City  Council  to  go  out 
on  any  street  job  in  Boston  and  walk  up  to  the 
contractor  on  that  job  and  obtain  any  assistance 


whatever  from  the  city  inspector  on  the  job. 
The  city  inspector  may  mean  all  right,  but  he 
meets  the  same  contractors  week  after  week  and 
year  after  year,  and  I  defy  any  man  to  go  up  on 
any  street  job  in  Boston  today,  and  with  or  with- 
out the  assistance  of  the  inspector  ascertain  the 
names  or  addresses  of  the  men  on  that  particular 
job.  There  is  no  check-up.  1  think  that  the 
only  possible  way  for  a  check-up  is  for  the  Mayor 
to  name,  as  he  suggested  might  possibly  be  done, 
constables  in  the  city  employ,  but  above  all  men 
who  can  be  trusted,  to  check  up  the  names  and 
addresses  of  every  man  on  every  street  job  in  the 
City  of  Boston.  If  we  can  have  those  names,  I 
for  one  will  give  up  a  week  of  my  time  or  two 
weeks  of  my  time,  and  with  the  aid  of  those  names, — 
which  we  cannot  get  because  we  cannot  speak  any 
language  except  the  English  language, — I  will  give 
up  two  weeks  of  my  time  before  the  snow  flies 
to  check  up  the  addresses  of  those  laborers  who  are 
working  on  these  street  jobs.  It  is  for  that  reason 
that  1  introduce  this  order.  1  have  in  mind  the 
remarks  of  the  Mayor  a  few  hours  ago,  that  he  will 
cooperate  to  the  fullest  extent.  I  say  it  is  fool- 
ishness for  the  members  of  this  Council  to  appro- 
priate $25,000  for  one  playground  and  Sl',000,000 
for  a  strandway,  SI, 000,000  for  a  hospital  building 
and  millions  for  streets,  on  the  ground  that  we 
are  giving  employment,  because  we  are  kidding 
nobody  but  ourselves. 

Coun.  DOWD — Supplmenting  what  Councilor 
Wilson  has  said,  twelve  days  ago  I  visited  eight 
contractors  doing  business  with  the  City  of  Boston, 
and  by  the  eight  contractors  I  find  that  some 
408  men  were  employed,  and  out  of  that  number 
110  men  were  known  to  the  contractors  to  be  aliens. 
I  advised  the  Mayor  of  that  situation  in  a  letter 
which  1  sent  him  last  Monday  and,  according  to 
the  press,  he  said  he  was  willing  to  live  up  to  the 
law  in  all  respects,  and  I  am  firmly  convinced  that 
he  is  because  of  the  quick  action  he  took  on  the 
alien  situation  at  the  Boston  City  Hospital.  But 
the  situation  in  the  City  of  Boston  under  the 
control  of  the  Mayor  is  not  half  as  bad  as  the  situ- 
ation in  the  School  House  Department.  You 
do  not  have  to  be  even  a  citizen  to  bid  on  a  job 
for  the  School  Department.  They  don't  care 
who  you  are.  If  you  come  from  Cape  Cod  or 
from  Chelsea,  if  you  are  five  cents  under  the  next 
lowest  bidder  you  get  the  job,  regardless  of  your 
citizenship.  On  the  thirteen  schools  that  they 
had  under  construction,  1,  personally,  visited  every 
one  and  found  that  either  the  contractor  or  the 
subcontractors  on  the  job  employed  143  aliens 
out  of  a  possible  330.  Now.  who  is  directly  respon- 
sible for  the  conditions  in  the  School  Department? 
The  Mayor  of  Boston  of  course  appoints  one 
man,  the  School  Committee  appoints  another, 
and  between  the  Mayor  and  the  School  Committee 
they  appoint  the  third.  I  say  it  is  entirely  up  to 
the  School  Committee  and  the  Mayor  of  Boston 
to  get  together  and  clean  up  conditions  in  the 
School  Department.  A  reputable  concern  cannot 
get  a  job  from  them,  because  a  reputable  concern 
pays  a  fair  day's  wages.  1  was  out  to  the  Dillaway 
School  in  Roxbury  on  Dudley  street  one  morning, 
and  was  surprised  to  find  that  the  iron  and  steel 
that  they  put  in  the  fire  escapes  came  down  from 
Nashua,  New  Hampshire.  On  a  school  over  on 
Blossom  street  a  firm  from  Brookline  was  doing 
the  work.  Just  so  long  as  we  are  content  to  sit  back 
and  allow  either  the  School  Committee,  the  Mayor 
of  Boston  or  the  commissioner  himself  to  give 
work  to  nonresidents  and  noncitizens,  we  will 
have  aliens  doing  our  public  work.  In  the  School 
Department  there  were  143  men  working  who 
were  aliens.  On  the  street  work  there  were  110. 
There  are  253  jobs  that  should  be  given  to  Boston 
citizens  and  residents. 

Coun.  NORTON — If  we  read  over  the  record 
of  the  City  Council  meetings  for  the  last  twenty 
years  we  will  find  that  old  story  of  trying  to 
eliminate  the  aUen  from  City  of  Boston  work. 
I  came  in  here  a  year  ago  and  proposed  what  I 
believe  is  a  practical  solution  of  this  problem. 
We  have  talked  here  for  twenty  years,  and  we 
will  talk  for  twenty  more.  I  suggested  that  we 
give  to  any  citizen  of  Boston  ten  dollars  who 
pointed  out  an  alien  working  on  city  work.  Some 
one  hollered  about  stool  pigeoning.  I  am  ready 
to  be  a  stool  pigeon  when  we  have  100,000 
people  in  Boston  here  dependent  upon  the  city 
for  something  to  eat  and  something  to  put  in  the 
fire  to  keep  the  children  warm  in  the  winter. 
You  are  going  to  talk  and  talk  and  talk.  I  will 
introduce  at  the  next  meeting  an  order,  which 
was  thrown  out  here,  that  any  American  citizen 
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reporting  to  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Works 
an  alien  on  city  work  be  given  a  ten  dollar  bill, 
and  I  will  guarantee  that  within  four  weeks  you 
will  not  have  an  alien  on  any  job  in  the  City  of 
Boston.  The  United  States  Government  finds 
that  the  same  procedure  works  out — my  colleague 
from  Roxbury  says — on  deserters.  I  do  not  be- 
lieve the  Government  has  ever  paid  a  premium 
on  deserters  except  during  war  time,  by  Con- 
gressional Act  passed,  I  think,  in  May,  1918. 
But  we  have  on  the  books  at  the  present  time  a 
law  giving  to  a  police  officer  $25  for  the  return  of 
a  smuggler — I  could  not  think  of  the  word  boot- 
legger, but  my  colleague  from  my  adjacent  ward 
has  given  it  to  me.  If  the  United  States  Govern- 
ment can  pay  them,  we  surely  can  pay  them  here 
in  Boston.  Of  the  men  enumerated  by  my  col- 
league from  Roxbury  half  of  them  are  aliens. 
But  if  you  want  to  see  a  sight  for  sore  eyes,  I 
would  like  you  to  go  down  and  see  the  job  now 
being  completed  by  the  J.  J.  McCarthy  Company. 
I  don't  know  who  J.  J.  McCarthy,  the  contractor, 
is.  I  don't  believe  I  ever  met  the  man.  But  of 
all  the  jobs  1  have  looked  over  in  Boston,  the  only 
job  that  is  being  done  by  American  labor  is  down 
there  past  the  South  Station  on  the  Summer 
street  extension.  Go  down  there,  my  colleagues, 
and  you  will  see  that  every  man  there  is  an  Ameri- 
can citizen.  You  will  not  have  to  look  for  records, 
and  you  will  not  have  to  look  for  street  addresses. 
All  you  have  got  to  do  is  look  at  their  faces  and 
talk  to  them. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


WATER   SHUT-OFFS. 

Coun.  WILSON  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  be,  and 
he  hereby  is,  requested  to  instruct  the  Water 
Division  of  the  Public  Works  Department  to 
discontinue  any  further  shut-offs  incident  to  sewer 
and  street  work,  except  in  cases  of  actual  emer- 
gency, unless  and  until  adjacent  users  of  the  water 
supply  have  been  given  some  reasonable  notice. 

Coun.  WILSON — Mr.  President,  this  order  was 
introduced  as  the  result  of  several  instances 
brought  to  my  attention,  the  most  recent  of  which 
was  during  the  past  month,  when,  incident  to  sewer 
work  being  done  on  Mercier  avenue  in  Ward  17, 
the  water  was  shut  off.  I  complained  with  refer- 
ence to  that  fact  by  letter  addressed  to  the  Public 
Works  Department  on  August  20,  and  received 
the  following  reply: 

"Replying  to  your  letter  of  the  20th  inst. 
relative  to  alleged  damages,  etc.,  to  R.  Chisholm, 
1985  Dorchester  avenue,  beg  leave  to  state  that 
the  Water  Service  employees  had  occasion  last 
Monday  to  repair  a  defective  cock  in  Mercier 
avenue,  but  our  men  are  insistent  in  stating  that 
all  water  takers  were  notified  before  the  water 
was  shut  off. 

'Any  refrigerating  machine  depending  on  our 
water  supply  is  liable  to  stop  functioning  when 
the  water  is  shut  off,  but  this  is  one  of  the  'outs' 
on  machines  depending  on  water  supply,  and  the 
city  cannot  and  will  not  assume  any  responsi- 
bility for  shutting  off  of  water.  On  the  back  of 
every  water  bill  is  the  following  extract  from  the 
regulations  constituting  a  part  of  the  contract 
with  every  taker  of  water  furnished  by  the  city: 

"'Every  water  taker  must  guard  against 
collapse  of  a  boiler  and  other  injuries  liable  to 
result  from  want  of  water,  as  the  water  is  liable  to 
be  shut  off  an  any  time  without  notice.'  " 

That  is  all  well  and  good,  Mr.  President,  but 
I  cannot  make  myself  feel  that  there  is  any  right 
in  any  department  of  the  City  of  Boston  to  cause 
any  wanton  destruction  of  property  of  any  tax 
payer  in  this  city.  On  this  occasion  when  that 
water  was  shut  off — and  I  use  that  as  a  concrete 
instance — when  that  water  was  shut  off  on  that 
August  day  there  was  not  a  water  taker  within  a 
radius  of  200  yards  who  was  notified,  and,  as  a 
matter  of  fact,  without  taking  in  even  the  residents 
who  may  well  have  included  women  with  young 
babies  dependent  upon  a  water  supply,  sick  persons 
perhaps  under  the  care  of  doctors,  men  or  women 
dying  perhaps  in  tenement  houses — discarding 
them  for  the  moment,  among  the  business  con- 
cerns there  was  a  tailor,  a  barber,  a  beauty  shop, 
two  grocery  stores  and  an  ice  cream  parlor,  not 
one  of  which  was  given  any  notice  whatever, 
every  one  of  which  was  put  out  of  business,  most 
of  which  were  caused  almost  irreparable  damage, 
and  every  one  of  which  has  been  out  cash  for  the 
repairs  made.     And,  I  do  not  care  what  is  printed 


on  the  back  of  the  water  bills,  and  I  do  not  care 
what  the  current  custom  is  in  the  Water  Division, 
I  say  that  except  in  cases  of  actual  emergency, 
such  as  the  bursting  of  a  water  main,  we  owe  a 
moral  if  not  a  legal  duty  to  every  property  owner 
to  give  him  a  run  for  his  money.  I  think  we  owe 
a  legal  duty,  whatever  they  say  on  the  back  of 
the  water  bills,  to  notify  people  on  every  water 
line  before  the  water  is  shut  off,  and  I  think  it  is 
a  wanton,  wilful  destruction  of  property  of  the 
citizens  of  this  city  to  act  in  any  other  manner. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


CELEBRATION    OF   300TH    ANNIVERSARY 

OF   FOUNDING   OF   BOSTON  PUBLIC 

LATIN  SCHOOL. 

Coun.  WILSON  offered  the  following: 
Ordered:  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  re- 
quested to  initiate  appropriate  plans  for  the  proper 
celebration  in  1935  of  the  300th  anniversary  of  the 
founding  of  the  Boston  Public  Latin  School,  most 
especially  with  reference  to  the  possible  construc- 
tion of  an  adequate  school  building  properly  to 
accommodate  the  pupils  of  this  oldest  public 
school  in  America. 

Coun.  WILSON— Mr.  President,  at  the  last 
meeting  I  said  something  with  reference  to  the 
present  rather  confused  plans  of  the  School  De- 
partment concerning  the  relief  of  the  boys'  high 
school  facilities  of  Boston.  The  Boston  Public 
Latin  School,  besides  being  the  oldest  free  public 
school  in  America,  has  an  extraordinary  record  of 
achievement  which  entitles  the  school  to  a  place  in 
the  first  rank  among  those  institutions  in  which 
Boston  and  the  Commonwealth  may  well  take 
pride.  The  average  record  of  scholarship  has  been 
second  to  no  other  school  in  the  country.  Most  re- 
cently the  Latin  School  has  won  for  the  fourth  time, 
and  obtained  permanent  possession  ot  the  Phi  Beta 
Kappa  trophy  donated  to  the  school  having  the 
best  average  of  all  the  preparatory  schools  in  the  en- 
tire country  in  the  college  board  entrance  exami- 
nations. In  preparing  for  the  300th  anniversary 
the  thousands  of  alumni  of  the  Boston  Public  Latin 
School,  including  the  gentleman  from  East  Boston, 
have  realized  how  greatly  the  school  is  now  handi- 
capped in  its  work  through  lack  of  proper  accommo- 
dations. This  past  year  there  were  twenty-two 
classes  not  housed  in  the  school  building  —  seven 
in  wooden  portables,  nine  in  the  High  School  of 
Commerce  building,  and  six  in  the  Bowdoin 
School,  located  some  miles  away  on  Beacon  Hill. 
Conditions  for  the  coming  year  are  even  worse. 
For  some  years  it  has  been  impossible  for  the  school 
to  hold  those  general  assemblies  which  have  always 
been  an  important  feature  of  its  life,  because  the 
school  hall,  which  was  too  small  even  on  the  day  the 
new  building  was  opened,  will  now  accommodate  less 
than  one  third  of  the  school  membership.  In  addi- 
tion, the  opportunities  for  the  proper  physical 
training  of  these  young  men,  with  organized  ath- 
letics under  proper  supervision,  and  with  military 
drill,  have  been  pitifully  curtailed  for  lack  of  space 
both  indoors  and  out.  The  thousands  of  Latin 
School  alumni  in  this  city  are  opposed  to  the  tem- 
porary and  insufficient  expedient  ot  building  an 
addition  on  the  present  inadequate  and  poorly 
located  school  building.  These  citizens  of  Bos- 
ton— and  I  speak  with  their  authority — urge  such 
relief  would  be  not  only  temporary,  but  impractical 
and  costly.  In  addition,  the  work  of  extending 
and  remodeling  necessarily  carried  on  while  the 
school  will  be  in  session  would  interfere  very  seri- 
ously with  the  work  in  the  present  school  quarters 
for  a  year  to  come.  Finally,  the  present  school 
location,  both  geographically  and  for  transporta- 
tion purposes,  is  becoming  more  and  more  unsatis- 
factory, in  view  of  the  fact  that  even  now  75  per 
cent  of  the  pupils  attend  from  areas  south  and  west 
of  the  city,  namely,  from  Dorchester,  Roxbury  and 
West  Roxbury.  Last  year  out  of  a  membership  of 
1,735  boys  less  than  two  per  cent  came  from 
C'harlestown,  less  than  three  per  cent  fron  East 
Hoston,  less  than  five  per  cent  from  South  Boston, 
less  than  nine  per  cent  from  Brighton,  less  than  ten 
per  cent  from  the  entire  city  proper,  while  35  per 
cent  came  from  Roxbury  and  West  Roxbury,  and 
30  per  cent  from  Dorchester.  A  total  of  1.226  out 
of  1.735  boys  came  from  Dorchester.  Roxbury  and 
Wesfr  Roxbury.  The  alumni  of  the  Latin  School 
insist  on  such  an  appropriation  as  will  assure  the 
construction  of  a  new  Public  Latin  School  udequate 
for  present  needs  and  reasonable  future  expansion, 
located  reasonably  near  the  transportation  center 
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of  the  areas  from  which  actual  figures  show  over  75 
per  cent  of  the  pupils  attend,  and  such  reasonable 
progress  with  such  plans  as  may  assure  in  1935  a 
fitting  celebration  of  the  300th  anniversary  of  the 
founding  of  the  school.  In  our  talk  with  the  Mayor 
before  the  Council  meeting  1  was  glad  to  find  out 
that  according  to  present  plans  it  is  not  improbable 
that  within  a  few  years  transportation  changes  will 
undoubtedly  be  made  along  South  Huntington 
avenue,  with  the  prospect  of  a  large  transportation 
center  near  Englewood  avenue,  which  would  un- 
doubtedly eliminate  some  of  the  criticism  with  ref- 
erence to  the  inaccessibility  of  the  school  at  the 
present  location.  But  I  do  urge  in  connection  with 
this  order  that  the  School  Committee,  the  School 
Department  and  the  authorities  of  the  City  of 
Boston  do  not  make  another  dismal  job  of  it;  that  if 
they  are  going  to  give  the  oldest  and  largest  boys' 
public  free  school  in  America  a  school  building,  that 
they  give  it  a  real  school  building,  and  cut  out  this 
method  of  planning  which  has  meant  congested 
quarters  ever  since  the  new  building  was  opened 
ten  years  ago. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


LAND-TAKING  AT  CODMAN  AND  NEVADA 
STREETS    AND    SOUTHERN    ARTERY, 
WARD  17. 
Coun.  WILSON  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be,  and 
hereby  is,  requested  to  confer  with  the  proper 
department  headB  and  take  such  steps  as  will 
obtain  the  narrow  wedge  of  land  bounded  by 
Codman  street,  Nevada  street,  and  the  Southern 
Artery,  Ward  17,  for  park  purposes. 

Coun.  WILSON — I  might  state  in  passing  that 
I  have  been  very  glad  to  introduce  that  order  at 
the  request  of  a  prospective  opponent  in  the 
excitement  to  take  place  in  November,  in  accord- 
ance with  my  usual  desire  to  present  an  order  at 
the  request  of  any  representative  of  the  ward 
which  I  represent.  I  agree  with  him  that  the 
suggestion  is  an  excellent  one.  In  the  construction 
of  the  Southern  Artery  there  was  a  land-taking 
which  finally  left  a  triangular  piece  of  land 
practically  inappropriate  for  any  building  purpose, 
a  piece  of  land  bounded  by  the  Southern  Artery, 
Nevada  street  and  Codman  street,  with  a  point 
resting  on  Milton  avenue.  I  believe  the  land  is 
owned  by  some  estate.  It  is  too  small  for  any 
real  purpose.  The  suggestion  has  been  made 
that  a  small,  unsightly  building  will  undoubtedly 
be  erected  there  which  will  not  only  drag  down  the 
valuation  of  adjacent  property,  but  prove  an 
eyesore  on  the  new  Southern  Artery  itself,  and  I 
agree  with  the  idea  that  for  a  very  reasonable  sum 
of  money  at  this  particular  point  a  taking  might 
well  be  made,  for  the  construction  of  a  mothers' 
rest  or  a  small  park,  which  would  really  be  an 
asset  to  the  city  and  prevent  the  erection  of 
unsuitable  buildings. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 

Coun.  BUSH— Might  I  say,  Mr.  President, 
relative  to  my  remarks  concerning  Councilor 
Dowd's  action  on  the  matter  of  the  Long  Island 
loan,  that  I  have  checked  up  the  matter  and  find 
that  I  have  done  the  councilor  an  injustice,  and 
that  I  was  in  error  in  stating  that  he  voted  for 
that  loan.  He  was  one  of  six  who  voted  against 
spending  that  81,000,000  on  Long  Island. 

President  McGPATH — It  is  so  recorded. 


ARC  LAMP  AT   BAINBR1DGE   AND   PAUL- 
DING   STREETS,   WARD   12. 

Coun.  BUSH  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Public  Works  Commissioner 
be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to 
install  an  arc  lamp  at  the  junction  of  Bainbridge 
street  and  Paulding  street.  Ward  12. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


STREET   RESURFACING. 

Coun.  BUSH  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Public  Works  Commissioner 
be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to 
resurface  with  smooth  pavement  Whiting  street, 
Ward  12. 


Ordered,  That  the  Public  Works  Commissioner 
be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to 
resurface  with  smooth  pavement  Alpine  street, 
Ward  12. 

Ordered,  That  the  Public  'W  orks  Commissioner 
be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to 
resurface  with  smooth  pavement  Akron  street, 
Ward  12. 

Ordered,  That  the  Public  Works  Commissioner 
be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to 
resurface  with  smooth  pavement  Rockville  park. 
Ward  12. 

Severally  passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


DEATH   PENALTY  FOR   ROBBERY   WHILE 
ARMED. 

Coun.  POWER  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Corporation  Counsel  be 
requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  draft  a 
bill  for  presentation  to  the  incoming  Legislature 
making  death  the  maximum  penalty  for  robbery 
while  armed. 

Coun.  POWER — Mr.  President,  this  may  seem  a 
little  bit  radical  order,  but  I  have  noticed,  regard- 
less of  the  remarks  of  the  councilor  from  Dor- 
chester a  little  while  ago,  and  the  Mayor  has  also 
noticed,  that  this  city  is  rampant  with  crime,  and 
he  favors  the  enactment  of  legislation  somewhat 
similar  to  the  Sullivan  Law  and  the  Baumes  Law 
in  New-  York,  making  it  a  jail  sentence  for  the 
carrying  of  a  gun,  and  for  four  convictions  of  carry- 
ing a  gun  a  life  sentence.  I  am  now  going  a  step 
further,  even  if  it  is  only  a  temporary  measure. 
The  time  has  now  come  when  not  only  every  mem- 
ber of  this  Council,  not  only  every  law-making 
body,  but  every  citizen  of  the  Commonwealth 
should  sit  up  and  take  notice  of  what  is  going  on 
around  us.  We  can  no  more  point  to  Chicago  or 
New  York  about  gangsters  and  gunmen  and 
racketeers  when  we  have  it  right  here  on  our  own 
doorsteps.  A  little  over  a  week  ago  the  news- 
papers displayed  ads  by  the  Police  Department, 
stating  that  Boston  is  no  place  for  gunmen,  and  that 
racketeers  would  have  to  ply  their  trade  in  other 
parts  of  the  country.  Right  on  top  of  that  we  have 
three  murders,  and  within  two  houses  of  my  own, 
four  housebreaks.  and  a  house  in  back  of  me  cleaned 
out  in  the  daytime.  This  is  the  answer  to  the 
police  newspaper  ads.  Let  them  get  on  their  toes. 
As  the  councilor  from  Roxbury  has  said,  give  us 
more  police  protection.  Why,  this  murder  in  my 
district  last  year  was  the  first  time  any  such  thing 
ever  happened  there.  We  never  heard  of  murder 
before  out  there.  They  are  good,  honest,  peaceful. 
God-fearing  people,  and  give  the  other  fellow  a 
break  all  the  time.  Within  the  last  four  or  five 
months  we  have  had  five  hold-ups  of  stores.  A 
little  over  a  month  ago  we  had  a  corner  store  held 
up,  a  few  minutes'  walk  from  this  one  where  the 
murder  was  committed,  and  the  robbers  got  $6. 
The  old  corner  grocery  store,  almost  extinct,  the 
owner  and  storekeeper  of  which  was  really  a  part 
of  the  district,  one  of  your  neighbors,  who  knows 
every  man,  woman  and  child  in  your  district — not 
the  First  National  or  the  A.  &  P.,  but  the  good 
old  corner  storekeeper,  whom  you  can  go  in  and 
tell  your  troubles  to,  or,  as  the  slang  saying  is  ask 
him  to  put  it  on  the  cuff  until  payday — $6  they  got 
in  one.  They  murdered  a  man  for  S15.  And  the 
councilor  says  we  cannot  expect  people  to  come  to 
our  city  when  they  know  that  crime  is  going  on. 
Doesn't  lie  know?  Don't  I  know?  Is  not  every 
councilor  aware  of  the  fact  that  we  have  crime 
running  through  our  streets  every  day  and  every 
night?  What  are  we  going  to  do?  Where  am  I 
going  to  send  my  little  girl  for  an  ice  cream  cone  or 
candy?  Where  are  my  neighbors  going  to  send 
their  children,  older  boys,  fourteen  or  fifteen?  To 
the  corner  store?  If  they  cannot  send  them  to 
that  corner  store  at  half-past  nine  or  quarter  of  ten 
— and  that  is  the  time  this  murder  happened, 
where  are  they  going  to  send  them?  What  a 
condition!  1  say  we  have  been  too  easy  with  these 
robbers.  Yes.  I  say,  add  the  death  penalty  to 
robbery  while  armed.  Maybe  I  am  a  little  radical. 
I  may  be  burnt  up  on  account  of  this  murder  in  my 
district,  but  let  us  make  it  a  temporary  measure 
until  we  clean  them  out.  That  is  the  only  way. 
When  we  have  the  people  in  this  country  saying, 
"Boston  is  not  going  to  stand  for  any  murderers, 
they  are  not  going  to  have  any  crime,"  then  you 
will   have   people    coming   here;     not   by   saying, 
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"Oh,  they  get  away  with  it!"  There  have  been 
five  hold-ups  of  stores  in  my  district  in  the  last 
four  or  five  months,  and  nothing  has  been  done. 
With  $16.50  or  $25  at  the  most  in  the  store,  they 
shoot  a  man  down.  Seventy  years  old  this  store- 
keeper was.  You  or  I  or  even  those  murderers 
themselves  could  have  pushed  him  over  in  a 
minute,  but  the  only  way  they  knew  was  to  shoot 
him  down  in  cold  blood.  What  happened?  A 
quarter  of  ten  at  night,  with  five  or  six  more 
people  around.  Do  they  care?  No;  they  are 
killers.  A  little  fifteen-year  old  girl  sitting  in  the 
store.  Suppose  she  had  gone  into  hysterics  and 
started  to  run  for  help.  Cold  blood  just  the  same. 
They  do  not  think  of  anything.  They  do  not 
think  of  fife.  When  a  man  is  going  out  to  rob 
with  a  gun,  he  is  going  to  kill.  That  is  what  it 
has  become.  We  do  not  hear  of  train  robberies  or 
bank  robberies  any  more.  There  are  so  many  in 
the  racket,  they  are  right  down  to  the  $25  robbery. 
They  are  now  knocking  off  the  man  on  the  street 
for  his  week's  pay,  or  a  woman.  1  might  even  go  so 
far  as  to  say  they  would  steal  a  stick  of  candy  from 
a  kid.  That  is  what  we  are  up  against,  and  if  you 
don't  clean  them  out  you  are  going  to  have  it  right 
along.  I  am  heartily  in  accord  with  what  the 
Mayor  has  said  in  yesterday's  paper,  a  jail  sentence 
for  anyone  carrying  a  gun,  and  for  four  convictions 
send  him  away  for  life.  It  might  be  radicalism,  t 
say,  but  I  don't  feel  it.  We  are  burnt  up.  The 
fear  has  been  put  into  my  neighborhood  by  one  act 
of  a  murderer,  and  we  are  not  going  to  stand  for  it. 
Let  us  change  it  around  and  put  the  fear  into  the 
murderer,  put  the  fear  into  the  robber,  the  racketeer 
and  the  gunman.  Let  us  put  him  to  death  if  he  is 
caught  while  armed  in  any  robbery. 

Coun.  DOWD — Mr.  President,  I  agree  perfectly 
with  most  of  the  remarks  of  Councilor  Power, 
but  we  are  a  body  to  govern  the  destinies  of  the 
City  of  Boston;  we  are  not  a  legislative  body  to 
give  effect  to  any  such  law,  and  I  for  one  would  not 
allow  myself  without  due  deliberation  to  vote  for 
any  such  order.  While  I  agree  with  all  the  remarks 
of  Councilor  Power,  I  move  you,  sir,  that  the  order 
be   referred    to   the   Legislative   Committee.. 

The  order  was  referred  to  the  Legislative  Com- 
mittee. 


LAND-TAKING     AT   GREEN     AND 
LAMARTINE    STREETS,  WARD   19. 
Coun.  MURRAY  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,    That    the    Park    Commission    be    re- 
quested,  through   his  Honor  the   Mayor,   to   con- 
sider   the    advisability    and    feasibility    of    taking 
land  in  the  vicinity  of  Green  and  Lamartine  streets, 
Ward  19,  for  a  mothers'  rest. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


PROPOSED    NEW   SYSTEM   OF 

REASSESSMENTS. 

Coun.  NORTON  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,   That   the   chairman   of   the   Assessing 
Department,   through   his   Honor  the   Mayor,   be, 
and  said  department  hereby  is,  requested  to  inform 
the  City  Council  as  follows: 

1.  An  outline  of  the  unpatented  system  of  re- 
assessment which  Professor  Bullock  proposed  to 
install  here  at  a  cost  of  $1,000,000  and  which  will 
be  installed  by  the  city  "at  a  cost  of  only  $100,000. 

2.  In  what  year  is  it  planned  to  put  the  new 
system  into  effect? 

Coun.  NORTON— One  if  the  most  important 
problems  ot  municipal  government  throughout 
this  country  today  is  the  problem  of  proper 
assessments.  It  is  a  problem  upon  which  students 
of  government  differ  very  materially.  Wc  have 
$1,800,000,000  worth  of  property  here  in  Boston, 
and  collect  $57,000,000  in  taxes,  and  as  yet  no 
one  can  understand  or  describe  the  assessment 
system.  It  has  been  stated  by  the  realty  experts 
that  the  business  section  of  Boston  is  over-assessed, 
and  that  the  residential  areas  of  our  city  are 
under-assessed.  The  Mayor  says  that  he  has  in 
prospect  at  the  present  time  a  new  system  of 
assessments.  In  our  budget  no  provision  is  made 
for  the  $100,000  minimum  necessary  to  install  a 
proper  system.  We  would  like  to  know  what 
type  of  system  will  be  installed.  Will  a  land 
value  map  be  drawn  up  and  made  public?  What 
depth  value  rule  or  rules  will  be  used,  if  any? 
And  will  the  square  foot  appraisal  be  abandoned? 
Will  the  new  system  be  put  into  use  in  this  ad- 


ministration, or  the  next?  I  believe  that  the 
answers  to  these  questions  are  all  important  to  the 
members  of  this  body. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


LEGISLATION   TO   PROVIDE   HOME   RULE 
FOR   BOSTON. 

Coun.  NORTON  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  re- 
quested to  instruct  the  Law  Department  to  pre- 
pare legislation  which  would  give  Boston  the 
largest  possible  measure  of  home  rule  and  to 
present  it  to  the  next  legislative  session  for  adop- 
tion; and  that  consideration  be  given  to  including 
the  following  provisions: 

That  the  tax  limit  be  abolished. 

That  the  city  government  may  borrow  money 
outside  the  debt  limit,  without  the  necessity  for 
legislative  action,  but  subject  to  a  referendum  vote 
of  the  people. 

That  the  city  government  or  the  voters  by 
initiative  petition  may  originate  changes  in  the 
city  charter,  without  the  necessity  for  legislative 
action,  but  subject  to  a  referendum  vote  of  the 
people. 

That  the  Police  Commissioner  be  appointed  by 
the  Mayor. 

That  the  Mayor  and  City  Councilor,  the  proper 
department  heads,  be  given  the  necessary  power 
so  that  such  minor  matters  as  pensions,  damage 
claims,  etc.,  may  be  settled  without  the  necessity 
for  legislative  action. 

Consolidation  of  all  special  statutes  relating  to 
the  operation  of  the  city  government  or  creating 
city  departments  or  officials,  into  the  city  charter, 
with  provision  for  subsequent  changes  or  amend- 
ments by  the  city  government. 

Referred  to  the  Legislative  Committee. 


BUS      OPERATION      BETWEEN       PIERCE 
SQUARE     AND     ASHMONT     STATION. 

Coun.  NORTON  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Jitneys  be 
requested  to  report  out  in  time  for  the  next  Coun- 
cil meeting,  their  decision  on  the  application  of 
the  Eastern  Massachusetts  Railroad  Company  to 
operate  buses  between  Pierce  Bquare  and  the 
Ashmont  Station  of  the  Boston  Elevated  Railroad. 
Coun.  NORTON.— Mr.  President,  I  understand 
that  during  the  hot  weather  it  is  extraordinarily 
hard  to  gather  together  all  the  members  of  any 
committee  of  this  body,  and  not  only  of  this  body 
but  of  every  legislative  body.  However,  in  this 
particular  case  we  have  a  proposition  where  the 
Eastern  MassachuBtetts  has  the  assent  of  the 
Boston  Elevated  Railroad,  the  Boston  Chamber 
of  Commerce  and  every  interested  party  to  come 
about  600  yards  down  the  street  from  the  choco- 
late mill  section,  down  to  the  Ashmont  Station. 
It  is  costing  them  at  the  present  time,  by  going 
around  a  circuitous  route,  $7,500  a  year  in  gaso- 
lene alone.  They  will  not  take  on  passengers 
nor  let  them  off.  They  have  the  assent  of  the 
Boston  Elevated  Railroad.  We  are  asking 
people  to  come  into  Boston.  Six  months  ago  I 
referred  this  same  petition  back  to  the  Committee 
on  Jitneys.  I  trust  that  by  the  next  meeting  we 
will  have  a  report,  either  favorable  or  unfavor- 
able. I  am  going  to  ask  the  colleagues  to  take 
an  interest  in  this  proposal,  a  proposal  that  will 
bring  more  people  into  Boston.  Half  the  people 
who  were  here  twenty  years  ago  do  not  come  here 
any  more.  Some  of  our  great  intersections  are 
cut  into  today,  due  to  the  fact  that  they  do  not 
come  into  Boston,  but  go  off  to  Newton,  Brookline, 
Milton  or  Stoughton,  where  they  have  good 
branch  stores  and  wonderful  roads,  and  where 
the  officer  tips  his  hat  and  is  glad  to  put  them  in 
where  they  hear  no  talk  of  arrests  for  traffic 
violations.  They  go  to  these  other  centers,  with 
the  result  that  we  have  a  great  deflation  in  our 
shopping  population  in  Boston  proper.  My 
colleague  says  no  hold-ups.  We  will  have  hold- 
ups in  every  ward  of  this  city.  You  remember, 
colleagues,  a  year  ago  my  talking  on  that  same 
proposition?  It  looks  even  darker  now  than  it 
did  then.  A  study  of  world  economics  proves 
what  we  are  going  to  run  into.  It  is  as  inevitable 
as  the  sun  is  shining  today.  You  are  going  to 
see  something  that  no  man  in  the  history  of  politics 
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now  living  in  this  city  has  ever  seen.  The  oldest 
politician  in  Washington  has  never  seen  a  depres- 
sion anywhere  analagous  to  this  that  we  are  in 
now.  Mr.  President,  we  have  a  little  too  much 
suggestion  here  on  the  left,  but  I  sincerely  hope 
that  my  good  colleagues  on  this  Committee  on 
Jitneys  will  find  it  expedient  to  get  together,  even 
though  this  is  the  summer  period,  and  report  at 
the  next  meeting  on  this  matter.  The  Eastern 
Massachusetts  Railroad  is  done  financially; 
.$20,000,000  worth  of  bonds  selling  for  $4,000,000! 
$19,000,000  worth  of  stock,  owned  by  widows, 
women  and  children,  selling  for  $800,000!  We 
want  to  help,  I  am  sure. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


APPROPRIATION  FOR  CITY     HOSPITAL. 

Coun.  LYNCH  moved  that  Nos.  12  and  13 
on  the  calendar  be  taken  from  the  table,  viz.: 

12.  Ordered,  That  under  the  authority  of 
chapter  237  of  the  Acts  of  1928  the  sum  of  $62,500 
be,  and  the  same  hereby  is,  appropriated,  to  be 
expended  by  the  trustees  of  the  Boston  City 
Hospital,  for  Purchase  of  Property  for  Hospital 
Purposes,  and  that  to  meet  said  appropriation  the 
City  Treasurer  be  authorized  to  issue,  from  time 
to  time,  on  request  of  the  Mayor,  bonds  or  certifi- 
cates of  indebtedness  of  the  City  of  Boston  to 
said  amount. 

13.  Ordered,  That  under  the  authority  of 
chapter  237  of  the  Acts  of  1928  the  sum  of  $62,500 
be,  and  the  same  hereby  is,  appropriated,  to  be 
expended  by  the  trustees  of  the  Boston  City 
Hospital,  for  Purchase  of  Property  for  Hospital 
Purposes,  and  that  to  meet  said  appropriation  the 
City  Treasurer  be  authorized  to  issue,  from  time 
to  time,  on  request  of  the  Mayor,  bonds  or  certifi- 
cates of  indebtedness  of  the  City  of  Boston  to 
said  amount,  the  same  to  be  issued  outside  the 
limit  of  indebtedness. 

Coun.  DOWD — Mr.  President,  1  am  offering  an 
amendment  to  the  order,  that  said  order  read 
$100,000,  instead  of  $125,000. 

President  McGRATH — The  two  separate  orders? 

Coun.  DOWD — Yes,  the  said  orders.  Mr. 
President,  in  adding  the  amendment  to  the  orders, 
from  $125,000  to  $100,000,  I  do  so  because  of  the 
testimony  as  presented  by  Mr.  Cobb,  who  was 
evidently  an  owner  of  Curtis  &  Pope,  and  by 
Mr.  Beck,  the  real  estate  appraiser  for  the  City  of 
Boston.  The  land  in  question  is  located  in  my 
district  at  the  corner  of  Massachusetts  avenue 
and  Albany  street.  1  do  not  desire  to  go  against 
any  apropriation  for  hospital  construction,  but 
1  cannot  allow  myself  in  this  period  of  real  estate 
depression,  to  give  any  private  owners  40  per  cent 
more  than  the  assessed  valuation  of  this  property. 
This  property,  according  to  the  testimony  of 
Mr.  Cobb,  is  assessed  for  S77.000.  His  concern 
some  six  years  ago  paid  $78,000  for  that  piece  of 
land,  and  there  isn't  anybody  here,  whether 
they  be  in  the  real  estate  business  or  not,  that 
does  not  realize  only  too  well  that  real  estate 
today  has  dropped  at  least  30  per  cent  in  every 
section  of  the  entire  City  of  Boston.  The  real 
estate  appraiser,  Mr.  Beck,  says  that  to  his  mind 
it  is  worth  $125,000.  Well,  I  question  that 
statement.  I  do  so  because  of  the  fact  that  the 
real  estate  appraisers,  according  to  the  auditor's 
office  and  the  treasurer's  office,  have  dragged 
from  the  taxpayers  during  the  present  administra- 
tion quite  a  good  deal  of  money,  and  1  say  that 
this  appraisal  is  absolutely  unfair.  There  is  no 
real  logical  reason  why  a  member  of  this  Council 
should  vote  to  give  the  Curtis  &  Pope  Company 
$47,000  more  than  the  land  is  assessed  for.  And 
bear  in  mind  that  six  years  ago  when  they  pur- 
chased the  property,  real  estate  was  very,  very 
high.  1  charged  at  one  of  the  recent  Council 
meetingslthat  the  same  group  of  real  estate  opera- 
tors who  are  manipulating  different  land  deals  in 
the  City  of  Boston  are  behind  this.  You  and  I 
know  that  if  Curtis  &  Pope  get  $80,000  or  $85,000 
out  of  that  parcel  of  land,  they  will  be  entirely 
satisfied,  as  real  estate  values  go  at  the  present 
time.  So  there  is  $35,000  or  $40,000  that  some- 
body is  going  to  get,  and  I  do  not  think  it  is  good 
judgment  on  the  part  of  the  members  of  this 
Council,  with  taxes  being  raised  $3.50  in  two  years, 
and  the  Mayor  of  Boston  ordering  a  cut  in  charity, 
to  every  individual,  that  we  should  give  any 
individual  or  individuals  a  $40,000  present.  And 
I  say  to  you,  Mr.  President  and  members  of  this 
Council,  that  to  my  mind  $100,000  is  sufficient 
for  this  piece  of  land,  as  I  have  in  mind  who  is 


behind  this  move  —  Mr.  Russell  Codman  and  a 
gentleman  by  the  name  of  Cobb,  who  is  very 
desirous  of  seeing  this  go  through.  If  1  am  not 
mistaken,  they  are  the  same  gentlemen  who 
held  meetings  up  at  Symphony  Hall  for  our  fire 
band,  and  collected  thousands  and  thousands  of 
dollars,  and  I  wonder  sometimes  if  they  are  being 
repaid  now  for  that  work  which  they  did.  which 
at  that  time  was  supposed  to  be  voluntary.  And 
1  say  to  the  members  of  this  Council  that  they 
cannot  allow  themselves  to  be  put  in  the  position 
of  voting  S125.000  for  a  piece  of  land  at  the  corner 
of  Massachusetts  avenue  and  Albany  street  that  is 
only  assessed  for  $77,000. 

Coun.  BUSH — It  was  brought  to  my  attention 
today  by  the  Mayor  that  the  owners  of  that 
property  there  have  riparian  rights  in  that  land 
by  virtue  of  the  Roxbury  Canal  passing  through  it, 
and  that  sometime  in  the  near  future  it  is  intended 
to  fill  in  that  Roxbury  Canal,  which  would  mean 
the  destruction  of  those  riparian  rights,  which 
would  cause  a  damage  suit  on  the  part  of  the 
owners  of  the  property,  whereby  the  state  would 
have  to  reimburse  them  for  the  loss  of  those 
riparian  rights,  which  may  amount  to  anywhere  in 
the  vicinity  of  from  $50,000  to  $100,000.  If  that 
is  true,  the  land  is  worth  far  much  more  than 
appears  on  the  surface. 

Coun.  DOWD — Mr.  President,  may  I  ask  what 
material  benefit  the  city  will  gain  by  any  kind  of 
water  rights? 

Coun.  BUSH — The  councilor  misunderstands. 
This  land  is  in  an  advantageous  position.  It  is 
right  across  the  street  from  the  city  hospital. 
All  the  adjoining  land  belongs  to  the  city.  The 
only  section  of  land  that  does  not  belong  to  the 
city  along  Albany  street  from  Massachusetts 
avenue  is  that  corner  lot.  which  is  owned  by  these 
people.  Now,  they  have  these  riparian  rights, 
and  of  course  if  they  hold  on  to  the  land  and 
eventually  the  Roxbury  Canal  is  filled  in,  they 
will  have  the  right  to  receive  from  the  state  a 
large  sum  of  money  to  reimburse  them  for  the 
damage  caused  by  taking  away  their  riparian 
rights.  Now,  it  is  advantageous  for  the  city  to 
get  that  land  for  hospital  purposes,  but  of  course 
the  owners  cannot  be  expected  to  sell  that  land 
for  a  great  deal  less  than  they  might  receive  by 
holding  on  to  it  and  taking  advantage  of  their 
riparian  rights.     1  hope  I  have  made  myself  clear. 

President  McGRATH — The  question  comes  on 
the  amendment  of  Councilor  Dowd. 

Coun.  COX — In  connection  with  the  Roxbury 
Canal  and  in  connection  with  the  burden  of  a 
suit  for  damages  falling  on  the  state,  1  wish  to 
say  that  the  suit  for  damages  will  fall  mostly 
upon  the  City  of  Boston,  because  while  the  state 
proposes  to  fill  that  in.  and  while  the  state  proposes 
to  do  all  the  things  that  are  laid  iut  in  connection 
with  that  canal,  the  City  of  Boston  is  going  to 
bear  most  of  that  expense,  so  that  eventually,  if 
there  are  any  land  damages  from  the  loss  of 
riparian  rights  in  the  Roxbury  Canal  or  the  South 
Bay,  the  big  burden  of  that  is  going  to  fall  upon 
the  City  of  Boston. 

Coun.  BUSH — All  the  more  reason,  then,  Mr. 
President,  for  the  city's  taking  this  property 
now  when  they  can  obtain  it  at  a  reasonable  figure. 

The  question  came  upon  the  amendment  of 
Coun.  Dowd,  and  the  amendment  was  defeated. 

Coun.  KELLY — Mr.  President,  I  just  want 
to  state  at  this  time  that  if  there  is  anything  I 
ever  can  do  for  the  City  Hospital,  since  I  came 
into  the  body  I  have  always  tried  to  do  it.  I  be- 
lieve that  the  trustees  and  the  superintendent  are 
sincere  in  annexing  this  piece  of  land,  and  know 
nothing  about  the  land  deal  being  pulled  off 
under  their  eyes  in  unloading  this  particular  piece 
of  land  on  the  city.  So  I  want  to  see  the  trustees 
absolved  completely  of  any  connivance  with 
certain  real  estate  men,  including  the  Mayor's 
brother,  for  one,  that  are  involved  in  that  par- 
ticular piece  of  land  there,  and  who  are  going  to 
get  a  certain  per  cent  of  it.  if  it  is  sold  at  this  par- 
ticular figure  to  the  city.  Even  though  I  am  in 
favor  of  everything  for  the  City  Hospital,  I  must 
vote  against  this  particular  amount  of  money 
being  expended,  for  the  reason  that  Councilor 
Dowd  has  already  expressed,  that  it  is  much 
too  much  money.  I  want  to  call  to  the  attention 
of  each  member  of  this  Council,  before  they  vote 
on  this  order,  because  they  are  going  to  be  account- 
able to  the  taxpayers  very  shortly,  that  if  we 
want  that  piece  of  land,  the  city  by  right  of  eminent 
domain  can  go  in  at  any  time  and  take  that  par- 
ticular piece  of  land.  It  can  go  down  there  to- 
morrow  morning  and   take   that  piece   of   land, 
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and  not  hold  the  hospital  work  up  at  all,  as  the 
Mayor  has  been  doing.  The  trustees  tell  me 
they  want  it,  and  should  have  had  it  months  ago, 
but  they  are  holding  them  up.  Now,  the  Mayor 
could  have  gone  in  there  a  month  ago  and  taken 
that  piece  of  land  by  right  of  eminent  domain 
and  started  the  building  of  the  City  Hospital 
laundry,  etc.,  and  he  would  have  had  to  pay  to  the 
owners  only  a  fair  value,  and  a  fair  value,  as 
Councilor  Dowd  has  ably  expressed,  is  perhaps 
nearer  $60,000  than  $125,000.  So  I  ask  you 
gentlemen  of  the  Council  to  be  very  careful  how 
you  vote  the  taxpayers'  $125,000  away,  when  we 
have  the  right  under  eminent  domain  proceedings 
to  take  that  piece  of  land  tomorrow  and  pay 
them  a  fair  value  for  it  at  some  later  date,  and  if 
they  are  not  satisfied  with  that  they  can  bring  the 
city  into  court  and  there  attempt  to  recover  what 
they  consider  the  fair  value.  And  for  that  reason, 
and  not  for  the  reason  that  I  am  unwilling  to  help 
the  hospital  authorities,  because  they  are  innocent 
of  the  wrong  doing  that  is  going  on  deliberately 
under  their  eyes  by  these  real  estate  dealers 
that  are  prominent  in  Boston — for  that  reason  I 
must  vote  against  the  order. 

Coun.  BUSH — Mr.  President,  I  am  surprised 
at  the  statement  made  by  the  previous  speaker 
with  reference  to  allowing  the  property  to  be  taken 
by  eminent  domain,  if  it  is  made  sincerely  and  with 
a  view  to  saving  the  city  money.  Because  I 
recall  that  we  took  a  piece  of  property,  or,  rather, 
the  Boston  Transit  Commission  took  a  piece  of 
property  down  in  the  Fields  Corner  section  of 
Dorchester,  that  originally  cost  $11,000 — they 
took  that  property  by  eminent  domain,  and  sub- 
sequently the  owners  of  that  property  went  into 
court  and  recovered  the  difference  between  that 
and  almost  $200,000  from  the  City  of  Boston, 
from  a  jury  in  Suffolk  County.  Now,  if  that  is 
the  councilor's  idea  of  economy,  I  think  it  is  time 
that  he  did  an  about-face,  because  it  is  shown  by 
past  experience  that  we  do  not  fare  very  well — 
the  City  of  Boston  does  not  fare  very  well  when 
we  take  property  by  eminent  domain  and  force 
the  owners  of  the  property  to  go  to  court  and  col- 
lect their  damages.  The  most  favorable  arrange- 
ment for  the  City  of  Boston  is  to  make  a  bargain 
beforehand,  in  order  to  buy  the  property  in  the 
most  economical  way. 

Coun.  KELLY — I  must  answer  my  colleague 
from  Roxbury  by  saying  that  perhaps  the  owners 
of  this  piece  of  land  in  the  Fields  Corner  section 
did  recover  more  after  the  city  took  it  by  eminent 
domain,  but  that  is  no  reason  that  the  owners  of 
every  single  piece  of  land  that  the  City  of  Boston 
takes,  when  they  go  to  court,  are  going  to  receive 
more  than  the  city  offers  them.  That  is  positively 
no  proof.  And  I  hope  the  councilor  from  Ward 
12  is  not  insinuating  that  all  juries  axe  crooked 
and  caa  be  reached,  in  order  to  give  these  unfair 
verdicts.  I  do  not  think  he  meant  it  that  way, 
but  that  is  the  way  I  understood  it  from  the 
language,  that  before  a  jury,  for  some  reason,  and 
it  must  be  a  monetary  reason,  the  city  is  forced 
to  pay  more.  It  is  no  argument  because  in  one 
instance  the  city  was  forced  to  pay  more  for  a 
certain  piece  of  land.  I  do  not  recall  where  the 
piece  was,  and  perhaps  it  was  before  my  time  in  the 
Council — it  evidently  was  because  I  do  not  recall 
it, — but  in  that  particular  instance  it  may  have 
been  so,  and  I  do  not  contradict  him.  But  here 
is  a  piece  of  land  that  everybody  agrees,  real 
estate  experts  included,  is  worth  $60,000  or  less. 
Now,  how  can  they  recover  more  than  $60,000  from 
the  City  of  Boston,  if  the  juries  in  Suffolk  County 
are  straight? 

President  McGRATH — No  proceedings  can  be 
taken  by  eminent  domain  until  an  appropriation 
has  been  made,  so  the  discussion  is  out  of  order. 

The  question  came  on  the  passage  of  the  orders, 
and  the  same  were  passed: 

Yeas,  Coun.  Bush,  Cox,  Curtis,  Donovan, 
Englert,  Fish,  Gleason,  Green,  Hein,  Lynch, 
Mahoney,  McGrath,  Murray,  Power,  Ruby, 
Wilson — 16;  nays,  Dowd,  Fitzgerald  and  Kelly — 3. 


APPROPRIATION   FOR   RECREATION 
BUILDING,    LONG   ISLAND   HOSPITAL. 

Coun.  BUSH  called  up  No.  11  on  the  calendar, 
under  unfinished  business,  as  follows: 

Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  $50,000  be,  and  the 
same  hereby  is,  appropriated,  to  be  expended 
under  the  direction  of  the  Institutions  Commis- 
sioner,   for    Recreation    Building,    Long    Island 


Hospital,  Establishment  of,  and  that  to  meet  said 
appropriation  the  City  Treasurer  be  authorized 
to  issue,  from  time  to  time,  upon  request  of  the 
Mayor,  bonds  or  certificates  of  indebtedness  of  the 
city  to  said  amount. 

The  question  came  on  the  passage  of  the  order. 
The  order  was  passed:  yeas,  18;  nays,  Coun. 
Curtis — 1. 


LEASE  OF  LAND  TO  SOUTH  END  HOUSE 
ASSOCIATION  FOR  PLAYGROUND 
PURPOSES. 

Coun.  LYNCH  called  up  No.  10  on  the  calendar, 
under  unfinished  business,  as  follows: 

10.  Whereas,  The  City  of  Boston  is  the  owner 
of  about  3,789  square  feet  of  land  situate  on  the 
southwesterly  side  of  Plympton  street,  at  the  corner 
of  Harrison  avenue,  in  the  City  of  Boston;  and 

Whereas,  The  said  land,  which  is  in  the  custody 
of  the  Park  Department  of  the  said  City  of  Boston, 
is  at  present  not  being  used  for  any  public  purpose 
by  said  Park  Department;    and 

Whereas,  The  South  End  House  Association,  a 
Massachusetts  charitable  corporation,  is  desirous  of 
using  the  said  land  for  playground  purposes  for 
children  in  the  vicinity  of  said  land;  now,  therefore, 
it  is  hereby 

Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be,  and  he 
hereby  is,  authorized  in  the  name  and  behalf  of 
the  said  City  of  Boston  to  lease  by  an  instrument 
in  writing  satisfactory  to  the  Law  Department  of 
the  said  City  of  Boston  the  said  land  to  the  said 
The  South  End  House  Association  for  the  purposes 
of  a  playground  for  children  in  the  vicinity  of  said 
land  for  a  term  of  five  years  at  an  annual  rental  of 
one  dollar,  reserving,  however,  to  the  said  City  of 
Boston  the  right  to  cancel  said  lease  at  any  time 
by  giving  to  the  said  The  South  End  House  Asso- 
ciation a  written  notice  of  its  intention  so  to  do 
within  thirty  days  of  the  date  of  said  notice. 

On  August  17,  1931,  the  foregoing  order  was  read 
once  and  passed,  yeas  17,  nays  0. 


The  question  came  on  the  passage  of  the  order, 
and  the  same  was  passed  on  its  second  reading, 
yeas  19,   nays  0. 


CONFIRMATION     OF    APPOINTMENT     OF 
CONSTABLE. 

Coun.  WILSON,  at  the  request  of  the  councilor 
from  Ward  12,  called  up  the  name  of  Ira  Margolis, 
under  No.  9  on  the  calendar,  under  unfinished 
business,  as  follows: 

9.  Action  on  appointments  submitted  by  the 
Mayor  August  17,  1931,  of  Ira  Margolis,  John  T. 
Kelly  and  James  J.  McKiernan,  to  be  Constables. 

The  question  came  on  confirmation.  Commit- 
tee, Coun.  Hein  and  Donovan.  Whole  number  of 
ballots  18,  yeas  18,  and  the  appointment  was 
confirmed. 


LAND-TAKING     BY    EMINENT     DOMAIN. 

Coun.  KELLY  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Mayor  instruct  the  Corpora- 
tion Counsel  to  proceed  under  eminent  domain 
proceedings  to  take  land  for  hospital  purposes  at 
the  junction  of  Massachusetts  avenue  and  Albany 
street. 

Coun.  RUBY — Mr.  President,  I  rise  to  a  point 
of  order.  Assuming  that  the  opinion  of  the  Chair 
was  correct  a  few  moments  ago,  that  until  an  appro- 
priation passes,  which  requires  two  readings,  no 
property  can  be  taken  by  eminent  domain,  this 
order  is  out  of  order. 

Coun.  KELLY — Before  you  rule  that  order  out 
of  order,  that  order  is  perfectly  in  order.  It  only 
instructs  the  Mayor  to  instruct  the  Corporation 
Counsel  to  do  that.  It  is  only  a  request.  He  can 
either  do  it  or  not  as  he  sees  fit. 

President  McGRATH — The  Chair  will  state 
that  if  the  councilor  will  change  the  word  "in- 
struct" to  "request  "  the  order  will  be  in  order. 

Coun.  KELLY — I  will  make  that  amendment 
now. 

President  McGRATH— The  clerk  will  make  that 
amendment. 

The  order  wxs  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 
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CITY    COUNCIL. 


DISCHARGE     OF     ALIENS     FROM      CITY 
WORK. 

Coun.  DONOVAN  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Chair  appoint  a  committee  of 
five  to  consist  01  the  members  of  the  Council  who 
are  members  of  the  legal  profession  to  draft  an 
ordinance  which  will  make  it  mandatory  on  the 
part  of  the  Public  Works  Commissioner  to  advise 
the  City  Council  monthly  the  number  of  aliens  dis- 
charged from  city  work  and  also  provide  a  penalty 
for  breach  of  the  present  contract  provisions  which 
provide  for  employment  of  citizen  labor  when 
available. 

Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 


SIDEWALK  ORDERS. 

Coun.  MAHONEY  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  make  a  sidewalk  along  Summer  street  (South 
Boston),  from  D  street  to  Reserved  channel, 
Ward  6,  in  front  of  the  estates  bordering  thereon; 
said  sidewalk  to  be  from  3  to  10  inches  above  the 
gutter  adjoining,  to  be  from  5.  to  12  feet  in  width, 
and  to  be  built  of  artificial  stone,  with  granite  edge- 
stones,  under  the  provisions  of  chapterjl196  of  the 
Special  Acts  of  1917. 

Coun.  DONOVAN  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  make  a  sidewalk  along  Leyden  street,  south 
side,  from  Boardman  street  to  Breed  street  Ward  1, 
in  front  of  the  estates  bordering  thereon;  said  side- 
walk to  be  from  3  to  10  inches  above  the  gutter  ad- 
joining, to  be  from  5  to  12  feet  in  width,  and  to  be 
built  of  artificial  stone,  with  granite  edgestones, 
under  the  provisions  of  chapter  196  of  the  Special 
Acts  of  1917. 

Coun.  RUBY  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  make  a  sidewalk  along  Erie  street,  from 
Washington  street  to  Glenway  street,  Ward  14, 
in  front  of  the  estates  bordering  thereon;  said 
sidewalk  to  be  from  3  to  10  inches  above  the  gutter 
adjoining,  to  be  from  5  to  12  feet  in  width,  and  to  be 
built  of  artificial  stone,  with  granite  edgestones. 
under  the  provisions  of  chapter  196  of  the  Special 
Acts  of  1917. 

Coun.  WILSON  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  make  a  sidewalk  along  Oakridge  street,  from 
Gallivan  Boulevard  to  Morton  street,  Ward  17,  in 
front  of  the  estates  bordering  thereon;  said  sidewalk 
to  be  from  3  to  10  inches  above  the  gutter  adjoining, 
to  be  from  5  to  12  feet  in  width,  and  to  be  built  of 
artificial  stone,  with  granite  edgestones,  under  the 
provisions  of  chapter  196  of  the  Special  Acts  of 
1917. 

Coun.  NORTON  offered  the  following; 

Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  make  a  sidewalk  along  Pond  street,  from 
Mt.  Pleasant  street  to  No.  12,  Ward  18,  in  front  of 
the  estates  bordering  thereon;  said  sidewalk  to  be 
from  3  to  10  inches  above  the  gutter  adjoining,  to 
be  from  5  to  12  feet  in  width,  and  to  be  built  of  arti- 
ficial stone, .with  granite  edgestones,  under  the  pro- 
visions of  chapter  196  of  the  Special  Acts  of  1917. 

Coun.  POWER  offered  the  following  orders: 
Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Works 
make  a  sidewalk  along  St.  Alphonsus  street,  from 
Ward  street  to  Calumet  street,  Ward  10.  in  front  of 
the  estates  bordering  thereon;  said  sidewalk  to  be 
from  3  to  10  inches  above  the  gutter  adjoining,  to 
be  from  5  to  12  feet  in  width,  and  to  be  built  of  arti- 
ficial stone,  with  granite  edgestones,  under  the  pro- 
visions of  chapter  196  of  the  Special  Acts  of  1917. 

Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Works 
make  a  sidewalk  along  Calumet  street,  from  St. 
Alphonsus  street  to  Hillside  street,  Ward  10,  in 
front  of  the  estates  bordering  thereon;  said  sidewalk 
to  be  from  3  to  10  inches  above  the  gutter  adjoining, 
to  be  from  5  to  12  feet  in  width,  and  to  be  built  of 
artificial  stone,  with  granite  edgestones,  under  the 
provisions  of  chqpter  196  of  the  Special  Acts  of 
1917. 

Coun  HEIN  offered  the  following  orders: 
Ordered,    That    the    Commissioner    of    Public 
Works  make  a  sidewalk  along  Hobart  street,  from 
Brooks    street   to    Faneuil   street,   Ward   22,  in 


front  of  the  estates  bordering  thereon;  said  side- 
walk to  be  from  3  to  10  inches  above  the  gutter 
adjoining,  to  be  from  5  to  12  feet  in  width  and  to 
be  built  of  artificial  stone,  with  granite  edgestones, 
under  the  provisions  of  chapter  196  of  the  Special 
Acts  of  1917. 

Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  made  a  sidewalk  along  Western  avenue, 
both  sides,  from  North  Harvard  street  to  Market 
street,  Ward  22,  in  front  of  the  estates  bordering 
thereon;  said  sidewalk  to  be  built  from  3  to  10 
inches  above  the  gutter  adjoining,  to  be  from  5 
to  12  feet  in  width,  and  to  be  built  of  artificial 
stone,  with  granite  edgestones,  under  the  pro- 
visions of  chapter  196  of  the  Special  Acts  of 
1917. 

Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  make  a  sidewalk  along  Hooker  street, 
north  side,  from  North  Harvard  street  to  Arden 
street;  south  side,  from  North  Harvard  street  to 
Empire  street.  Ward  22,  in  front  of  the  estates 
bordering  thereon;  said  sidewalk  to  be  from  3  to 
10  inches  above  the  gutter  adjoining,  to  be  from 
5  to  12  feet  in  width,  and  to  be  built  of  artificial 
stone,  with  granite  edgestones,  under  the  pro- 
visions of  chapter  196  of  the  Special  Acts  of  1917. 

Severally  passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


RECESS. 

The  Council  voted,  at  5.40  p.  m.,  on  motion 
of  Coun.  FITZGERALD,  to  take  a  recess,  sub- 
ject to  the  call  of  the  Chair.  The  members  re- 
assembled in  the  Council  Chamber  and  were 
called  to  order  by  President  McGRATH  at 
6.20  p.  m. 


EXECUTIVE   COMMITTEE   REPORTS. 

Coun.  LYNCH,  for  the  Executive  Committee, 
submitted  the  following: 

1.  Report  on  message  of  Mayor  and  order 
(referred  today)  for  a  loan  of  §850,000  for  hopsital 
construction — recommending  that  the  same  ought 
to  pass. 

Coun.  LYNCH — If  there  is  no  objection,  I  am 
going  to  ask  that  all  loan  order  appropriations  be 
read  together,  and  that  one  vote  be  taken  on 
them. 

Coun.  WILSON — I  have  no  objection  to  the 
loan  orders,  with  the  exception  of  the  one  that 
has  just  been  read,  which  I  do  object  to,  for  the 
reasons  expressed  in  the  Mayor's  office  earlier  in 
the  day,  and  because  of  the  fact  that  thousands 
of  the  alumni  of  the  particular  school  that  is 
supposedly  to  be  favored  are  almost  unanimously 
against  spending  $850,000  for  an  annex  to  the 
present  building,  and  until  we  obtain  further  in- 
formation from  the  School  Committee,  which  can 
be  obtained,  in  accordance  with  the  excellent  sug- 
gestion of  the  Mayor,  during  the  next  two  weeks, 
1  must  protest  and  vote  against  this  particular 
order,  and  ask  that  the  clerk  of  the  committee 
ask  a  representative  of  the  School  Committee  to 
attend  our  next  meeting  and  advise  us  how  ade- 
quate are  to  be  the  quarters  which  this  money 
is  to  be  used  to  construct,  adjacent  to  the  present 
building. 

Report  accepted;  said  order  passed,  yeas  17, 
nays,  Coun.  Norton,  Wilson — 2. 

2.  Report  on  message  of  Mayor  and  order 
(referred  today)  for  transfers  within  departmental 
appropriations — recommending  that  same  ought 
to  pass. 

3.  Report  on  message  of  Mayor  and  order 
(referred  today)  for  the  transfer  of  S25.000  from 
the  Reserve  Fund  to  the  Public  Celebrations  Com- 
mittee— recommending  that  same  ought  to  pass. 

Reports  accepted:  said  orders  passed,  yeas,  19 
nays  0. 

4.  Report  on  order  (.referred  today)  to  con- 
sider the  advisability  of  reopening  the  schools  on 
October  1 — recommending  that  same  ought  to 
pass. 

Report  accepted,  said  order  passed. 

5.  Report  on  order  (referred  today)  for  the 
appointment  of  live  members  of  the  Council  to 
draft  an  ordinance  concerning  aliens — recommend- 
ing that  same  ought  to  pass. 

Report  accepted  said  order  passed. 
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6.  Report  on  petition  (referred  today)  of  H. 
Barbara  Smith  for  minor  children  to  appear  in 
Lithgow  Hall  on  September  8 — recommending 
that  the  license  be  granted. 

Report  accepted;  license  granted. 

7.  Report  on  the  petition  (referred  March  30, 
1931),  of  Marie  L.  A.  Murphy  to  be  paid  an 
annuity  on  account  of  the  death  of  her  husband, 
Walter  P.  Murphy,  late  member  of  the  Boston 
Police  Department — recommending  the  passage  of 
the  accompanying  order. 

Ordered,  That  under  the  provisions  of  chapter 
241  of  the  Acts  of  1930,  an  annuity  of  $1,000 
be  allowed  and  paid  to  Marie  L.  A.  Murphy, 
widow  of  Walter  P.  Murphy,  a  member  of  the 
Police  Department  who  died  on  February  2,  1931, 
from  injuries  received  in  the  performance  of  his 
duty;  said  annuity  to  continue  so  long  as  said 
widow  shall  remain  unmarried;  and  that  a  further 
annuity  of  $200  be  allowed  to  Gertrude  I.  Murphy, 
daughter  of  said  Walter  P.  Murphy,  born  July  11, 
1924,  and  paid  for  her  benefit  to  her  legal  repre- 
sentative; said  annuity  to  continue  during  such 
time  as  she  is  under  the  age  of  eighteen,  or  over 
said  age  and  physically  or  mentally  incapacitated 
from  earning;  the  payments  to  date  from  February 
3,  1931,  and  to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation 
for  Police  Department,  Pensions  and  Annuities. 
Report  accepted;  said  order  passed. 


Coun.  WILSON — May  I  ask  that  the  chairman 
of  the  Printing  Committee  or  the  President  get  in 
touch  with  the  Printing  Department,  to  ascertain 
whether  or  not  we  cannot  have  the  minutes  of  our 
previous  meetings  a  little  earlier  than  five  or  ten 
minutes  before  the  next  meeting.  It  seems  to  me 
that  the  members  of  this  body,  especially  when  we 
adjourn  over  two  weeks,  ought  to  be  made  familiar 
with  matters  that  are  before  us  for  consideration. 
It  seems  to  me  that  with  the  concession  that 
plant  has  got,  the  least  it  can  do  is  to  give  these 
records  the  right  of  way,  at  least  sufficient  so 
that  we  can  have  them  a  few  minutes  before  each 
meeting. 

President  McGRATH— The  Chair  will  instruct 
City  Messenger  Walsh  to  carry  that  suggestion 
to  the  City  Messenger's  office,  and  see  that  it  is 
carried  out. 


NEXT    MEETING. 

Coun.  LYNCH  moved  that  when  the  Council 
adjourn,  it  be  to  meet  on  September  14,  1931. 
The  motion  was  carried. 


Adjourned,  on  motion  of  Coun.  LYNCH,  at 
6.30  p.  m.,  to  meet  on  Monday,  September  14, 
1931,  at  2  p.  m. 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceedings  of  City  Council. 


Monday,  September  14,  1931. 
Regular  meeting    of    the    City    Council  in  the 
Council  Chamber,  City  Hall,  at  2  p.  m.,  President 
McGRATH  in   the    chair    and   all    the  members 
present. 


APPOINTMENTS   BY   THE   MAYOR. 

Subject  to  confirmation  by  the  Council,  the 
Mayor  submitted  the  following  appointments, 
for  the  term  ending  April  30,  1932,  viz.: 

Constable:  Melville  R.  Eastman,  142  Dorchester 
street,  South  Boston. 

Weigher  of  Goods:  James  A.  Carroll,  146 
Boston  street,  City. 

Weigher  of  Coal:  Hyman  Levine,  31  Summit 
avenue,  Winthrop. 

Severally  laid  over  a  week  under  the  law. 


TRANSFERS      WITHIN      DEPARTMENTAL 
APPROPRIATIONS. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  September  14,  1931. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — The  attached  requests  for  transfers 
within  departmental  appropriations  have  been 
examined  and  investigated  by  the  Budget  Com- 
missioner. I  accordingly  recommend  adoption  of 
the  accompanying  orders  by  your  honorable  body. 
Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

Ordered,  That  under  authority  of  chapter  261 
of  the  Acts  of  1893  the  City  Auditor  be,  and 
hereby  is,  authorized  to  make  the  following 
transfer  in  the  appropriations  for  Institutions 
Department,  Long  Island  Hospital: 

From  the  appropriation  for  B-39,  General  Plant, 
$700,  to  the  appropriation  for  B-14,  Motor  Vehicle 
Repairs,  $600;  C-10,  Library,  $100. 

Ordered,  That  under  authority  of  chapter  261 
of  the  Acts  of  1893  the  City  Auditor  be,  and  hereby 
is,  authorized  to  make  the  following  transfer 
in  the  appropriations  for  Park  Department: 

From  the  appropriation  for  B-39,  General  Plant, 
$1,200,  to  the  appropriation  for  F-ll,  Workmen's 
Compensation,  $1,200. 

Ordered,  That  under  authority  of  chapter  261 
of  the  Acts  of  1893  the  City  Auditor  be,  and  hereby 
is,  authorized  to  make  the  following  transfer  in  the 
appropriations  for  Superior  Court,  Criminal 
Session: 

From  the  appropriation  for  Probation  Depart- 
ment: A-l,  Permanent  Employees,  Clerical 
Assistant,  1  at  $800  a  year,  $800,  to  the  appropria- 
tion for  Probation  Department:  A-l,  Permanent 
Employees,  Clerk,  1  at  $1,000  a  year,  $800. 

Ordered,  That  under  authority  of  chapter  261 
of  the  Acts  of  1893  the  City  Auditor  be,  and  hereby 
is,  authorized  to  make  the  following  transfer  in  the 
appropriations  for  Municipal  Court,  Roxbury 
District: 

From  the  appropriation  for  A-2,  Temporary 
Employees,  $300,  to  the  appropriation  for  A-l 
Permanent  Employees,  Clerk,  Probation  Office, 
1  (2)  at  $1,200  a  year,  $300. 

Ordered,  That  under  authority  of  chapter  261  of 
the  Acts  of  1893  the  City  Auditor  be,  and  hereby  is, 
authorized  to  make  the  following  transfer  in  the 
appropriations  for  Land  Court: 

From  the  appropriation  for  B-29,  Stenographic, 
Copying  and  Indexing,  $11.65,  to  the  appropria- 
tion for  C-9,  Office,  $11.65. 

Ordered,  That  under  authority  of  chapter  261 
of  the  Acts  of  1893  the  City  Auditor  be,  and  hereby 


is,  authorized  to  make  the  following  transfer  in  the 
appropriations  for  Medical  Examiner,  Northern 
District: 

From  the  appropriation  for  A-2,  Temporary 
Employees,  $324,  to  the  appropriation  for  B-28, 
Expert,  $324. 

Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 


APPROPRIATION  FOR  SUFFOLK  COUNTY 
COURTHOUSE   CUSTODIAN. 

The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  September  14,  1931. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — In  order  to  retain  the  services  of 
four  temporary  employees,  now  working  at  the 
County  Courthouse  in  Pemberton  square,  an 
additional  appropriation  of  $2,000  is  required. 
These  temporary  men  are  substituting  for  regular 
employees,  incapacitated  through  sickness. 

Since  the  necessary  amount  cannot  be  secured 
within  the  original  budget  appropriation  for  the 
courthouse,  I  submit,  herewith,  an  order  providing 
for  the  transfer  of  the  money  from  the  Reserve 
Fund  and  respectfully  recommend  adoption  of  the 
order  by  your  honorable  body. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

Suffolk  County  Courthouse,  Spetember  11,  1931. 
Mr.  Charles  J.  Fox, 

Budget  Commissioner,  Boston. 
Dear  Sir, — In  order  to  carry  three  temporary 
men  and  a  temporary  fireman  (who  will  be  needed 
on  account  of  illness  of  one  of  the  firemen  result- 
ing from  surgical  operation),  we  find  the  amount 
of  $2,000  will  be  needed  in  A-2  to  cover  salaries  to 
January  1,  1932. 

Very  truly  yours, 
Richard  H.  Walsh,  Superintendent. 

Ordered,  That  under  authority  of  chapter  261 
of  the  Acts  of  1893  the  City  Auditor  be,  and  hereby 
is,  authorized  to  transfer: 

From  the  appropriation  for  Reserve  Fund, 
$2,000,  to  the  appropriation  for  Suffolk  County 
Courthouse,  Custodian,  A-2,  Temporary  Em- 
ployees, $2,000. 

Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 


TRANSFER       IN       PARK       DEPARTMENT 
APPROPRIATION. 

The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  September  14,  1931. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — At  the  request  of  the  chairman  of 
the  Park  Commission  I  am  submitting  herewith  an 
order  providing  for  the  transfer  of  an  unexpended 
balance  in  Special  Appropriations  under  the  control 
of  the  Park  Department. 

Since  the  balance  being  transferred  is  no  longer 
required  for  the  purpose  for  which  originally 
authorized,  I  can  see  no  objection  to  the  transfer 
being  made,  and  accordingly  recommend  adoption 
of  the  accompanying  order  by  your  honorable 
body. 

Respectfully, 

James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Park  Department,  September  14,  1931. 
Hon.  James  M.  Curley, 

Mayor  of  Boston. 

Dear  Sir, — You  are  respectfully  asked  to  request 
the  City  Council  to  make  a  transfer  of  the  sum  of 
$20,000  from  the  special  loan  appropriation,  "Web- 
ster Avenue  Playground,  Improvements,"  to  the 
special  loan  appropriation,  "North  End  Park, 
Bath  House  and  Laundry  Building  and  Equip- 
ment, etc." 

The  reason  for  this  request  is  that  when  the 
original  studies  were  made  for  the  Webster  Avenue 
Playground  they  showed  a  shelter  building  and 
pergola.  At  that  time  the  1'ark  Department 
had  no  knowledge  that  the  School  Department 
would  purchase  land  adjacent  to  the  Webster 
Avenue  Playground  for  school  purposes.  The 
Department  of  School  Buildings  has  suggested 
that  the  playground  be  utilized  in  connection  with 
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the  school  and  thus  eliminate  the  necessity  of 
constructing  the  shelter  and  pergola,  which  will 
save  us  the  sum  of  $20,000.  This  $20,000  is  badly 
needed  at  the  North  End  Park  for  additional 
up-to-date  laundry  equipment  and  also  for  the 
building  of  a  ram  and  for  improvements  that  should 
be  made  to  the  North  End  Park  piers,  additional 
lighting,  etc. 

Respectfully  yours, 

William  P.  Long,  Chairman. 

Ordered,  That  under  authority  of  chapter  261 
of  the  Acts  of  1893  the  City  Auditor  be,  and  hereby 
is,  authorized  to  transfer: 

From  the  appropriation  for  Webster  Avenue 
Playground,  Improvements,  $20,000,  to  the 
appropriation  for  North  End  Park,  Bath  House 
and  Laundry  Building  and  Equipment,  etc., 
$20,000. 

Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 


SELLING   OF   ICE   IN   NATICK. 

The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  September  14,  1931. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  herewith  transmit  to  you  report 
from  Ralph  W.  Robart,  Director  of  the  Depart- 
ment of  Labor  and  Industries,  regarding  your 
request  to  investigate  the  selling  of  ice  in  Natick 
at  such  a  low  price.  This  is  in  reply  to  your  order 
of  August  3,  1931. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

The  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts, 
Department  of  Labor  and  Industries, 

Boston,  September  1,  1931. 
Hon.  James  M.  Curley, 

Mayor  of  Boston. 

My  dear  Mr.  Mayor, — As  requested  by  an  order 
passed  by  the  City  Council  on  August  3,  1931, 
and  transmitted  by  you  on  August  9,  this  division 
has  conducted  an  investigation  to  determine  the 
reason  why  the  Boston  Ice  Company  sold  ice  at 
retail  in  Natick  at  the  rate  of  twenty  cents  (20c) 
per  hundred  pounds  and  on  the  same  day  sold  ice 
at  retail  in  Boston  at  the  rate  of  sixty  cents  (60c) 
per  hundred  poundB. 

Prior  to  the  passage  of  the  City  Council  order, 
individual  complaints  had  been  filed  and  from 
information  our  investigators  were  able  to  obtain 
the  Boston  Ice  Company  were  operating  in  viola- 
tion of  section  8,  chapter  93,  of  the  General  Laws. 
The  complainants  were  apprised  of  their  rights 
under  the  above  chapter  and  they  in  turn  filed 
complaint  in  the  Natick  District  Court  against 
the  Boston  Ice  Company  who,  after  a  hearing, 
were  allowed  to  plead  nolo  and  paid  $250  costs. 

The  publicity  incident  to  this  court  action 
aroused  several  local  companies  who  were  suffering 
a  loss  of  retail  trade  as  a  result  of  malicious 
attempts  of  the  larger  companies  to  drive  them 
out  of  business  by  underselling  them  on  certain 
streets  and  in  certain  communities.  While  the 
division's  authority  in  this  connection  was  limited 
to  an  investigation  of  the  facts,  a  conference  held 
at  this  office  seems  to  have  resulted  in  a  mutual 
agreement  to  eliminate  the  unfair  trade  discrimi- 
nation. No  complaints  have  been  received  by 
this  office  since  the  conference  held  on  August  14. 
Respectfully, 
Ralph  W.  Robart,  Director. 

Placed  on  file. 


ARC   LAMP,   WARD   12. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  September  14,  1931. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  herewith  transmit  to  you  report 
from  Christopher  J.  Carven,  Acting  Commissioner 
of  Public  Works,  with  reference  to  the  installation 
of  an  arc  lamp,  at  the  junction  of  Bainbridge 
street  and  Paulding  street  in  Ward  12.  This  is  in 
reply  to  your  order  of  August  31,  1931. 
Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Public  Works  Department,  September  10,  1931. 
To  his  Honor  the  Mayor. 

In  reply  to  attached  order  in  City  Council,  by 
Councilor  Bush,  for  the  installation  of  an  arc  lamp 


at  the  junction  of  Bainbridge  street  and  Paulding 
street,  Ward  12:  As  such  a  lamp  appears  to  be 
necessary  at  this  location,  we  have  issued  an  order 
to  the  Edison  Company  to  put  it  in,  which  we 
expect  will  be  done  shortly. 

Yours  respectfully, 
Christopher  J.  Carven, 
Acting  Commissioner  of  Public  Works. 
Placed  on  file. 


PURCHASE     OF     LAND,     CODMAN     AND 
NEVADA   STREETS. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  September  14,  1931. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  herewith  transmit  to  you  report 
from  William  P.  Long,  chairman  of  the  Park 
Commission,  regarding  your  request  to  take 
necessary  steps  to  obtain  the  land  bounded  by 
Codman  street  and  Nevada  street.  This  is  in 
reply  to  your  order  of  August  31,  1931. 
Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Park  Department,  September  9,  1931. 
Hon.  James  M.  Curley, 

Mayor  of  Boston. 

Dear  Sir, — I  am  in  receipt  of  an  order  from  the 
City  Council  that  the  necessary  steps  be  taken  to 
purchase  the  narrow  wedge  of  land  bounded  by 
Codman  street,  Nevada  street  and  the  Southern 
Artery  for  park  purposes. 

Investigation  shows  this  land  is  a  triangular  plot 
of  land,  25  feet  high  on  one  end  and  is  not  suitable 
for  park  purposes.  Its  size,  shape  and  topography 
would  make  it  expensive  for  development  and  the 
only  ones  who  would  derive  any  benefit  by  its 
improvement  would  be  the  owners  of  the  proper- 
ties fronting  on  the  northerly  side  of  Codman 
street,  opposite  this  triangle. 

Residences  could  be  erected  on  the  easterly  half 
of  this  lot,  in  fact  there  are  at  present  one  house 
and  a  garage  built  on  one  side  of  this  lot  abutting 
the  Nevada  street  end. 

I  am  of  the  opinion  the  city  should  not  be  en- 
cumbered with  this  property. 

Very  respectfully  yours, 

William  P.  Long,  Chairman. 

Placed  on  file. 


CITY   HOSPITAL   ORDERS. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  September  14,  1931. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  herewith  transmit  to  you  report 
from  Joseph  P.  Manning,  President  of  the  Board 
of  Trustees,  regarding  your  requests  for  the  installa- 
tion of  a  radio  in  the  City  Hospital  and  also  to 
erect  a  suitable  memorial  for  any  employee  who 
dies  as  a  result  of  contracting  sickness  while  in  the 
performance  of  their  duty.  This  is  in  reply  to 
your  orders  of  August  31,  1931. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Hospital  Department,  September  10,  1931. 
Hon.  James  M.  Curley, 

Mayor  of  Boston. 
Dear  Mr.  Mayor, — At  the  last  meeting  of  the 
Board  of  Trustees  the  inclosed  orders  of  the  City 
Council  were  presented,  and  it  was  voted  to  give 
careful  consideration  to  these  two  requests. 
Yours  sincerely, 

Joseph  P.  Manning, 
President,  Board  of  Trustees. 
Placed  on  file. 


INCREASE   OF   TRAFFIC  FORCE. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  September  14,  1931. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  herewith  transmit  to  you  report 
from  Hon.  Eugene  C.  Hultman,    Police  Commis- 
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eioner,    relative    to    increasing    the    traffic    force. 
This  is  in  reply  to  your  order  of  August  17,  1931. 
Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Police  Department,  September  3,  1931. 
Hon.  James  M.  Curley, 

Mayor  of  Boston. 
My  dear  Mr.  Mayor, — In  reference  to  the  order 
introduced  by  Councilor  Ruby  and  passed  by   the 
honorable  City  Council  on  August  17  reading  as 
follows: 

"City  of  Boston,  in  City  Council. 
Ordered,  That  the  Police    Commissioner   be  re- 
quested,   through    his    Honor   the    Mayor,   not  to 
disturb  the  present  personnel  of  any  of  the  divisions 
to  increase  the  traffic  force. 

In  City  Council  August  17,  1931.     Passed. 
Attest: 

W.  J.  Doyle,  City  Clerk." 

I  beg  leave  to  advise  that  this  request  will  receive 
proper  consideration. 

At  the  present  time,  I  do  not  contemplate  making 
any  extraordinary  changes  in  the  district  divisions 
for  the  purpose  of  increasing  the  traffic  force. 
Very  truly  yours, 

E.  C.  Hdltman, 
Police  Commissioner. 
Placed  on  file. 


SCHOOL   FOR   MOTORCYCLE   OFFICERS. 
The  following  was  received 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  September  14,  1931. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  herewith  transmit  to  you  report 
from  Hon.  Eugene  C.  Hultman,  Police  Commis- 
sioner, relative  to  your  request  for  the  establish- 
ment of  a  school  to  instruct  motorcycle  officers. 
This  is  in  reply  to  your  order  of  August  17,  1931. 
Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Police  Department,  September  3,  1931. 
Hon.  James  M.  Curley, 

Mayor  of  Boston. 
My  dear   Mr.   Mayor, — Acknowledging  receipt 
of  the  order  introduced   by  Councilor  Hein  and 
passed  by  the  honorable  City  Council  as  follows: 
"  City  of  Boston,  in  City  Council. 
Ordered,    That    the    Police    Commissioner    be 
requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  con- 
sider the  advisability  of  establishing  a  school  for 
the  proper  instruction  of  motorcycle  officers. 
In  City  Council,  August  17,  1931.     Passed. 
Attest: 

W.  J.  Doyle,  City  Clerk." 
I   beg  leave   to  advise   that  in  my   opinion   it  is 
unnecessary  to  establish  a  special  school  in  the 
department    for    the    instruction    of    motorcycle 
officers. 

Under  recent  orders,  the  motorcycles  of  the 
department  have  been  used  during  the  night  as 
well  as  the  day,  and  there  are  experienced  motor- 
cycle officers  in  each  division,  familiar  with  local 
conditions,  capable  to  teach  the  additional  motor- 
cycle officers  that  are  required. 

Very  truly  yours, 

E.  C.  Hultman, 
Police  Commissioner. 
Placed  on  file. 


LAND   FOR   MOTHERS'    REST. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  September  14,  1931. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  herewith  transmit  to  you  report 
from  William  P.  Long,  chairman  of  the  Park 
Commission,  relative  to  your  request  to  consider 
the  advisability  of  taking  land  in  the  vicinity  of 
Lamartine  and  Green  streets.  This  is  in  reply  to 
your  order  of  August  31,  1931. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Park  Department,  September  S,  1931. 
Hon.  James  M.  Curley, 

Mayor  of  Boston. 
Dear  Sir, — I  am  in  receipt  of  an  order  from  the 
City  Council  that  the  Park  Commission  consider 


the  advisability  and  feasibility  of  taking  land  in 
the  vicinity  of  Green  and  Lamartine  streets,  for  a 
mothers'  rest. 

I     am    submitting     herewith     copy     of    letter 
forwarded  to  you  on  April  20  relative  to  same. 
Very  respectfully  yours, 

William  P.  Long,  Chairman. 

City  of  Boston, 
Park  Department,  April  20,  1931. 
Hon.  James  M.  Curley, 

Mayor  of  Boston. 
Dear  Sir, — I  have  an  order  from  the  City  Council 
that  the  Park  Commission  be  requested  to  report 
on  the  advisability  and  feasibility  of  establishing  a 
Mothers'  Rest  in  the  vicinity  of  Lamartine  and 
Green  streets. 

At  the  corner  of  Lamartine  and  Green  streets  is 
what  is  known  as  the  old  Brewer  estate  which 
could  be  made  into  a  Mothers'  Rest  if  the  funds 
were  available.  There  is  one  objection,  of  course, 
that  it  is  on  the  main  street,  namely,  Green  street, 
and  if  the  department  were  selecting  a  site  for  a 
Mothers'  Rest,  would  suggest  the  top  of  Chestnut 
avenue  instead  of  the  site  suggested. 

■  I   have,   however,   no  funds   available  for   the 
purchase  of  a  Mothers'  Rest  in  this  vicinity. 
Very  respectfully  yours, 

William  P.  Long,  Chairman. 
Placed  on  file. 


IMPROVEMENT  OF  WELLINGTON  STREET 
PLAYGROUND. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  September  14,  1931. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  herewith  transmit  to  you  report 
from  William  P.  Long,  chairman  of  the  Park  Com- 
mission, regarding  your  request  to  grade  the  Well- 
ington Street  Playground  and  install  proper  lights. 
This  is  in  reply  to  your  order  of  August  31,  1931. 
Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 
/  

City  of  Boston, 
Park  Department,  September  8,  1931. 
Hon.  James  M.  Curley, 

Mayor  of  Boston. 
Dear  Sir, — I  have  an  order  from  the  City  Coun- 
cil that  the  Park  Commission  be  requested  to  grade 
the  Wellington  Street  Playground  and  to  have 
proper  lights  installed  so  that  the  playground  may 
be  used  evenings. 

An  inspection  of  the  playground  shows  that  it  is 
rough  in  spots  but  it  will  be  attended  to  imme- 
diately. 

I  regret  exceedingly  we  have  no  funds  available 
for  the  lighting  of  the  playground  for  evening 
sports. 

Very  respectfully  yours, 

William  P.  Long,    Chairman. 
Placed  on  file. 


FRANKLIN    PARK    I MPROYEMENTS. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
(  mice  of  the  Mayor,  September  14,  1931. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — There  is  pending  before  your 
honorable  body  an  order  providing  for  the  appro- 
priation of  income  of  the  George  P.  Parkman  Fund 
fur  several  specific  purposes,  cine  of  these  pur- 
poses is  for  necessary  improvements  at  Franklin 
Park. 

The  amount  allowed  for  this  item  in  the  order 
now  pending  is  880,000.  In  the  opinion  of  the 
chairman  of  the  Park  Commissioner,  an  additional 
16,000  will  be  necessary  to  complete  the  improve- 
ments contemplated. 

Since  there  is  sufficient  income  available,  within 
the  Parkman  Fund,  to  provide  for  the  additional 
amount  desired,  1  submit,  herewith,  a  supple- 
mentary appropriation  order  and  respectfully 
request  that  it  be  adopted  by  your  honorable  body 
together  with  the  order  now  pending. 

Respectfully, 
James   M.  (Yhi.ky,  Mayor. 
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CITY   COUNCIL. 


City  of  Boston, 
Park  Department,  September  11,  1931. 
Hon.  James  M.  Curley, 

Mayor  of  Boston. 
Dear  Sir, — On  August  26  the  Board  of  Park 
Commissioners  asked  you  to  make  a  request  on 
the  City  Council  for  a  transfer  from  the  income  of 
the  George  F.  Parkman  Fund  of  the  sum  ol 
$152,000  for  the  purposes  stated  below: 

Boston  Common  Improvements $15,000 

Franklin  Park  Improvements 85,000 

Marine  Park  Improvements 15,000 

Riverway  Improvements 5,000 

Purchase  of  Animals,  Birds  and  Fish 7,500 

Aquarium  Improvements 2,500 

Fens  Improvements 20.000 

Madison  Park  Improvements 2,000 

Owing  to  the  fact  that  only  $147,000  was  avail- 
able on  August  26,  $5,000  was  deducted  from  the 
request  for  Franklin  Park  Improvements,  reducing 
it  to  $80,000.  As  the  money  is  now  available 
since  September  1  you  are  respectfully  asked  to 
request  the  City  Council  to  restore  that  $5,000 
and  make  the  sum  requested  for  Franklin  Park 
Improvements,  $85,000  instead  of  $80,000 
Respectfully  yours, 
William  P.  Long,  Chairman. 

Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  $5,000  be,  and  hereby 
is,  appropriated,  from  the  income  of  the  George  F. 
Parkman  Fund,  to  be  expended  under  the  direction 
of  the  Park  Commissioners,  for  the  maintenance 
and  improvement  of  the  Common  and  parks  in 
existence  on  January  12,  1887,  as  follows: 

Franklin  Park  Improvements $5,000 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Parkman  Fund. 


LOAN   FOR    NEW   FIRE   STATION,    SOUTH 
BOSTON. 

The  following  waB  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  September  14,  1931. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen. — I  am  in  receipt  of  the  accompany- 
ing communication  from  the  Fire  Commissioner 
in  which  he  recommends  that  a  portion  of  the 
loan  authorized  for  a  new'fire  station  in  the  South 
Boston  District  be  utilized  for  the  construction 
of  a  new  station  in  the  Roxbury-Back  Bay  district. 

The  original  appropriation  for  the  South  Boston 
Station  was  $350,000,  and  it  is  now  evident  the 
cost  of  land  and  buildings  will  not  exceed  $195,000, 
leaving  a  balance  of  $155,000  which  may  be  utilized 
for  the  purpose  recommended. 

Of  the  original  amount  authorized.  $200,000 
has  already  been  issued,  leaving  $150,000  author- 
ized, but  not  issued.  In  order  that  this  latter 
amount  may  be  made  available  for  appropriation, 
for  the  purpose  recommended  by  the  Fire  Com- 
missioner, I  submit,  herewith,  an  order  rescinding 
that  portion  of  the  loan  for  the  South  Boston 
Station  in  excess  of  $200,000. 

If  this  order  is  approved  by  your  honorable 
body,  I  will  then  submit  a  loan  order  appropriating 
the  amount  rescinded,  namely,  $150,000,  for  a  new 
fire  station  in  the  Roxbury-Back  Bay  district. 

I  recommend  adoption  of  the  accompanying 
order  by  your  honorable  body. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Fire  Department,  September  9,  1931. 
Hon.  James  M.  Curley, 

Mayor  of  Boston. 

Dear  Sir, — On  March  3,  1931,  an  order  was 
approved  by  your  Honor  appropriating  $350,000 
for  a  new  fire  station,  South  Boston  district.  In 
accordance  with  the  order  land  has  been  purchased 
and  a  contract  made  for  the  new  fire  station.  The 
total  cost  for  the  land  and  new  station  will  be 
approximately  $195,000. 

A.  new  fire  station  is  needed  in  the  Roxbury- 
Back  Bay  section  of  Boston  to  replace  the  present 
antiquated  station  at  the  corner  of  Longwood  and 
Brookline  avenues.  The  present  station  is  not  in 
a  most  desirable  location.  The  station  is  old  and 
is  not  properly  fitted  for  the  housing  of  the  appa- 
ratus or  to  provide  proper  quarters  for  the  large 
number  of  men  who  are  obliged  to  live  there. 


I  recommend  that  a  new  site  be  selected  and  a 
modern  fire  station  be  erected  in  the  district  now 
served  by  this  company  and  that  the  sum  of 
$155,000  be  transferred  from  the  appropriation  for 
New  Fire  Station.  South  Boston  District,  to  New 
Fire  Station,  Roxbury-Back  Bay  District. 
\  ours  very  truly, 

Edward  F.  McLauchlin, 

Fire  Commissioner. 


Ordered,  That  the  right  to  borrow  money  for 
new  fire  station,  South  Boston  district,  under  loan 
order  passed  March  2,  1931,  and  approved  by  the 
Mayor,  March  3,  1931,  be  limited  to  S200.000. 
and  that  the  authorization  to  borrow  in  excess  of 
said  amount  for  said  purpose  be,  and  the  same 
hereby  is,  rescinded. 

Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 


RESTRICTION,  EAST  SIXTH  STREET. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  September  14,  1931. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  herewith  transmit  to  you  report 
from  Hon.  Joseph  A.  Conry,  Traffic  Commissioner, 
relative  to  your  request  to  remove  the  one-way 
restriction  on  East  Sixth  street,  between  P  street 
and  Farragut  road.  This  is  in  reply  to  your  order 
of  August  3,  1931. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

Boston  Traffic  Commission, 

August  31,  1931. 
Hon.  James  M.  Curley, 

Mayor  of  Boston. 
Dear  Sir, — I    beg    to    acknowledge    receipt    of 
Council  order  dated  August  3,  1931,  which  reads 
as  follows: 

"Ordered,  That  the  Traffic  Commission  be  re- 
quested, through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  remove 
the  one-way  restriction  on  East  Sixth  street  be- 
tween P  street  and  Farragut  road,  Ward  6." 

This  matter  has  been  under  consideration  by  the 
Traffic  Commission  and  will  be  recommended  for 
adoption  at  its  next  meeting  on  September  3. 
Yours  very  truly, 
Joseph  A.  Conry,  Commissioner. 
Placed  on  file. 


TRAFFIC  LIGHTS,  WARDS  2  AND  19. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  September  14,  1931. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen,  — I  transmit  herewith  reports  to 
you  from  Hon.  Joseph  A.  Conry,  Traffic  Commis- 
sioner, relative  to  your  request  for  traffic  signal 
lights  at  the  corner  of  Lexington  and  Bunker  Hill 
streets,  corner  of  Baldwin  and  Medford  streets  and 
at  the  junction  of  South  Huntington  avenue. 
Centre,  Boylston  and  Moraine  streets.  These 
reports  are  in  replv  to  your  order  of  August  3, 
1931. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

Boston  Traffic  Commission, 
August  31,  1931. 
Hon.  James  M.  Curley, 

Mayor  of  Boston. 
Dear  Sir, — I  beg  to  acknowledge  receipt  of 
Council  order  dated  August  3,  1931,  which  reads 
as  follows: 

"Ordered,  That  the  Traffic  Commissioner  be 
requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  install 
an  automatic  traffic  signal  at  the  junction  of  South 
Huntington  avenue,  Centre,  Boylston  and  Moraine 
streets,  Ward  19." 

This  is  a  very  busy  intersection  and  it  is  quite 
desirable  that  traffic  signals  should  be  placed  in 
position. 

In  view  of  the  limited  amount  of  money  now 
available  for  traffic  signals  it  is  desirable  that 
a  complete  study  should  be  in  hand  before  deciding 
upon  the  points  to  be  signalized. 

Very  truly  yours, 
Joseph  A.  Conry,  Commissioner. 
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Boston  Traffic  Commission, 

August  31,  1931. 
Hon.  James  M.  Curley, 

Mayor  of  Boston. 
Dear    Sir, — I    beg    to    acknowledge    receipt    of 
Council  order  dated  August  3,  1931,  which  reads  as 
follows: 

"Ordered,  That  the  Traffic  Commissioner  be 
requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  install 
an  automatic  traffic  signal  light  at  the  corner  of 
Lexington  and  Bunker  Hill  streets,  Ward  2." 

This  is  an  extremely  busy  intersection  and  signal 
lights  would  be  of  advantage  in  directing  traffic. 

It  would  be  better  to  wait  until  such  time  as 
it  was  decided  to  establish  a  unit  in  this  district 
rather  than  to  put  in  a  single  light  at  the  present 
time. 

Very  truly  yours, 
Joseph  A.  Conry,  Commissioner. 

Boston  Traffic  Commission, 

August   31,    1931. 
Hon.  James  M.  Curley, 

Mayor  of  Boston. 
Dear    Sir, — I    beg    to    acknowledge    receipt    of 
Council  order  dated  August  3,  1931,  which  reads  as 
follows: 

"Ordered,  That  the  Traffic  Commissioner  be 
requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to 
install  an  automatic  traffic  signal  at  the  corner  of 
Baldwin  and  Medford  streets,  Ward  2,  as  a  means 
of  reducing  the  hazard  to  pedestrians  at  this 
point." 

This  is  an  extremely  busy  intersection  and  signal 
lights  would  be  of  advantage  in  directing  traffic. 

It  would  be  better  to  wait  until  such  time  as 
it  was  decided  to  establish  a  unit  in  this  district 
rather  than  to  put  in  a  single  light  at  the  present 
time. 

Yours  very  truly, 
Joseph  A.  Conry,  Commissioner. 

Placed  on  file. 


PAINTING  OF  TRAFFIC  LANF.S,  WARD  19. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  September  14,  1931. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen. — 1  herewith  transmit  to  you  report 
from  Hon.  Joseph  A.  Conry,  Traffic  Commissioner, 
regarding  your  request  to  have  all  traffic  lanes 
painted  about  all  the  schoolhouses  in  Ward  19. 
This  is  in  reply  to  your  order  of  August  17,  1931. 
Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

Boston  Traffic  Commission, 

August  31,  1931. 
Hon.  James  M.  Curley, 

Mayor  of  Boston. 
Dear    Sir, — I    beg    to    acknowledge    receipt    of 
Council  order  dated  August  17,  1931,  which  reads 
as  follows: 

"Ordered,  That  the  Boston  Traffic  Commission 
be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to 
have  traffic  lanes  painted  in  the  proper  locations 
about  all  the  schoolhoUBes  in  Ward  19." 

This  commission  is  endeavoring  to  complete  the 
painting   of   all   traffic  lanes   leading    to    all    the 
schoolhouses  throughout  the  city  in  time  for  the 
opening  for  the  tall  term  of  the  public  schools. 
Yours  very  truly, 

Joseph  A.  Conry, 

Commissioner. 
Placed  on  file. 


TRAFFIC   ON   GLENVILLE   AVENUE. 

The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor.  September  14,  1931. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  report  to  you 
from  Hon.  Joseph  A.  Conry,  Traffic  Commissioner, 
relative  to  your  request  to  designate  Glenville 
avenue,  one  way  from  Harvard  avenue  west  to 
Greylock  road.  This  is  in  reply  to  your  order  of 
August  17,  1931. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 


Boston  Traffic  Commission. 

August  31,  1931. 
Hon.  James  M.  Curley, 

Mayor  of  Boston. 
Dear    Sir, — I    beg    to    acknowledge    receipt    of 
Council  order  dated  August  17,  1931,  which  reads 
as  follows: 

"Ordered:  That  the  Traffic  Commission  be 
requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to 
designate  Glenville  avenue.  Ward  21,  from  Har- 
vard avenue  west  to  Greylock  road,  as  a  one-way 
street." 

This   matter   is   now   being   considered    by    the 
Traffic  Commission  and  will  be  taken  up  at  the 
next  revision  of  the  traffic  rules. 
Yours  very  truly, 

Joseph  A.  Const, 

Commissioner. 
Placed  on  file. 


TRAFFIC    SIGNAL,   FLOOD   SQUARE. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  September  14,  1931. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  herewith  transmit  to  you  report 
from  Hon.  Joseph  A.  Conry,  Traffic  Commissioner 
regarding  your  request  to  install  some  form  of 
traffic  signal  at  Flood  square.  This  is  in  reply  to 
your  order  of  August  3,  1931. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

Boston  Traffic  Commission, 

August  31,  1931. 
Hon.  James  M.  Curley, 

Mayor  of  Boston. 
Dear    Sir, — I    beg    to    acknowledge    receipt    of 
Council  order  dated  August  3,  1931,  which  reads 
as  follows: 

"Ordered,  That  the  Boston  Traffic  Commission 
be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to 
install  some  form  of  traffic  signal  at  Flood  square, 
Ward  6." 

The   Engineering  Department  of   this  commis- 
sion has  been  given  instructions  to  make  a  study 
of  the  traffic  conditions  at  this  point  with  a  view 
to  installing  an  appropriate  form  of  traffic  signal. 
Yours  very  truly, 

Joseph  A.  Conry, 

Commissioner. 
Placed  on  file. 


SIGNAL   LIGHTS,  CODMAN   SQUARE. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  September  14,  1931. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  report  from 
Hon.  Joseph  A.  Conry,  Traffic  Commissioner, 
with  reference  to  your  request  to  install  suitable 
signal  lights  in  Codman  square.  This  is  in  reply 
to  your  order  of  August  3,  1931. 
Respectfully, 

James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

Boston  Traffic  Commission, 

August  31,  1931. 
Hon.  James  M.  Curley, 

Mayor  of  Boston. 
Dear   Sir, — 1    beg    to    acknowledge    receipt    of 
Council  order  dated  August  3,  1931,  which  reads 
as  follows: 

"Ordered,  That  the  Traffic  Commission,  through 
his  Honor  the  Mayor,  be,  and  said  commission 
hereby  is,  respectf  ufiy  requested  to  install  in  Cod- 
man  square,  Dorchester,  suitable  stop  lights  at 
street  intersections." 

This  is  a  very  busy  intersection  and  it  is  quite 
desirable  that  traffic  signals  should  be  placed  in 
position. 

In  view  of  the  limited  amount  of  money  now 
available  for  traffic  signals  it  is  desirable  that  a 
complete  study    should    be    in    hand    before  de- 
ciding upon  tfie  points  to  be  signalized. 
Very  truly  yours, 

Joseph  A.  Conry, 

Commissioner. 
Placed  on  file. 
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CITY    COUNCIL. 


PROPOSED  DISCHARGE  OF  INVESTI- 
GATOR. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  September  10,  1931. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I    beg    to    submit    herewith    reply 
received  from  the  Soldiers'  Relief  Commissioner  in 
response  to  an  order  adopted  by  your  honorable 
body  under  date  of  August  3,  1931. 
Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 

Soldiers'  Relief  Department,  September  9, 1931. 
Hon.  James  M.  Curley, 

Mayor  of  Boston. 

Dear  Mr.  Mayor, — In  the  City  Council  on 
August  3,  1931,  the  following  order  was  passed: 

"Ordered,  That  the  Soldiers'  Relief  Commis- 
sioner be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor, 
to  discharge  immediately  the  temporary  investiga- 
tor who  has  been  placed  on  the  pay  roll  of  the  City 
of  Boston,  and  who  resides  in  the  city  of  Cam- 
bridge." 

In  April,  1931,  I  made  a  request  to  the  Civil 
Service  Commission,  as  required  by  law,  for  the 
temporary  appointment  of  a  supervisor  of  case 
work.  The  Civil  Service  submitted  to  me  as  the 
only  name  upon  that  list  the  name  of  Miss  Ellen  M. 
Locke,  of  8  Plympton  street,  Cambridge,  Massa- 
chusetts. In  view  of  the  fact  that  since  my 
appointment  as  Soldiers'  Relief  Commissioner  of 
the  City  of  Boston  1  discovered  that  it  was  neces- 
sary to  reorganize  the  department  and  change 
what  I  consider  a  lax  system  in  the  handling  of 
veterans'  cases,  I  decided  that  an  expert  in  case 
work  was  necessary,  and  because  of  that  fact 
approved  the  temporary  employment  of  Miss 
Ellen  M.  Locke.  All  of  the  civil  service  rules 
were  complied  with. 

Section  12  of  c.  s.  of  the  Revised  Ordinances  of 
the  City  of  Boston,  reads  in  part: 

"Every  officer  in  charge  of  a  department  shall 
employ,  fix  the  compensation  of,  and  may  dis- 
charge for  such  cause  as  he  shall  deem  sufficient 
and  cause  to  be  recorded  in  the  records  of  the 
department,  all  subordinates  in  his  department, 
but  shall  employ  none  but  citizens,  and,  if  male 
subordinates,  legal  voters  of  Boston,  in  any 
capacity.  ' 

In  view  of  the  fact  that  Miss  Locke  is  a  citizen 
she  is  not  disqualified  as  an  employee  by  any  pro- 
vision of  this  section.  The  ordinance  clearly  states 
"if  male  subordinates,  legal  voters  of  Boston." 

The  employment  of  Miss  Locke  by  this  depart- 
ment is  in  compliance  with  all  laws  and  ordinances. 

I  employed  Miss  Locke  in  view  of  the  fact  that 
she  waB  an  expert  and  the  following  is  a  brief 
history  of  her  career  in  this  work: 

In  1900  Miss  Locke  began  her  social  case  work 
as  an  assistant  case  worker  with  the  Massachusetts 
Infant  Asylum.  (This  organization  was  later 
merged  with  the  Boston  Children's  Aid  Society.) 

From  1901  to  1902  she  was  an  investigator  of 
applications  in  the  Boston  Children's  Aid  Society. 

In  1902  she  became  case  worker  for  the  Society 
for  Helping  Destitute  Mothers  and  Infants.  Her 
connection  with  this  society  was  maintained  until 
1919.  When  this  society  ceased  its  activities  in 
1918,  and  during  the  last  ten  years  of  its  existence, 
she  had  entire  charge  of  the  work,  and  besides 
supervising  the  case  work  she  had  to  maintain  her 
official  relation  with  the  Board  of  Directors  and  the 
staff.  At  that  time  she  served  on  various  outside 
committees  and  helped  with  research  studies. 

When  the  work  of  the  society  was  brought  to  a 
close  late  in  1918,  in  order  that  the  results  of  this 
experience  might  be  recorded  she  made  a  study  of 
five  hundred  and  fifty  case  records.  The  report 
on  the  study  was  published  in  1919,  the  final  report 
of  the  society. 

From  June,  1920,  to  July,  1921,  she  was  a  special 
supervisor  of  case  workers  in  the  Home  Service 
Section  of  the  Boston  Metropolitan  Chapter  of  the 
American  Red  Cross.  This  position  entailed  the 
oversight  of  the  case  work  of  from  fifteen  to 
twenty-five  workers  in  four  districts,  two  of  which 
were  in  Boston,  and  two  in  outside  towns. 

From  July,  1922,  to  July,  1923,  she  was  re- 
search worker  in  the  Connecticut  Bureau  of  Child 
Welfare.  In  this  connection  she  devised  a  method 
and  established  a  system  for  the  inspection  and 


licensing  of  individual  families  used  as  boarding 
homes  for  children  by  the  private  social  agencies  of 
that  state,  as  required  by  law. 

She  made  a  special  study  of  the  social  history  of 
one  hundred  and  forty-seven  dependent  children 
who  had  been  committed  by  the  courts  to  a  pub- 
he  institution. 

From  November,  1923,  to  March,  1930  (except 
for  six  months,  October,  1925,  to  March,  1926), 
she  was  a  member  of  the  staff  of  the  Boston 
Finance  Commission.  In  this  connection  she 
devised  a  method  and  from  November,  1923,  to 
October,  1925,  made  an  investigation  and  study 
of  the  abatements  of  taxes  on  real  estate  granted 
for  social  reasons  in  the  City  of  Boston,  and  wrote 
a  report  on  this  subject  which  was  published  in 
the  Annual  Report  of  the  Finance  Commission 
for  1924,  Volume  20.  From  March,  1926,  to  Febru- 
ary, 1930,  she  made  an  investigation  in  the  De- 
partment of  Public  AVelfare  of  the  administration 
of  Mothers'- Aid.  She  wrote  a  report  on  this  sub- 
ject for  the  Finance  Commission  which  was  dated 
February  15,  1930. 

She  made  a  survey  of  the  Soldiers'  Relief  De- 
partment and  wrote  a  report  which  was  made 
public  by  the  Finance  Commission  on  October  15, 
1929. 

Concurrently  with  these  activities,  she  had  the 
supervision  of  the  investigation  of  abatements  of 
taxes  on  real  estate  granted  under  Clauses  17  and 
18.  She  had  charge  of  the  investigations  in  the 
municipal  departments  having  social  service  cases. 

From  March,  1930,  to  July,  1930,  she  directed  a 
study  in  Boston  of  the  Compensation  for  Auto- 
mobile Accidents  which  was  made  under  the 
auspices  of  the  Massachusetts  Safety  Council  and 
was  directed  by  a  committee  working  under  the 
auspices  of  the  Committee  for  Research  in  the 
Social  Sciences  of  Columbia  University. 

October  8  to  December  31,  1930,  she  was  engaged 
by  the  Boston  Finance  Commission  to  make  a 
survey  of  the  Boston  Evening  Schools  and  School 
Centers. 

Since  Miss  Locke's  employment  in  this  depart- 
ment, in  my  opinion  she  has  saved  the  city  thou- 
sands of  dollars,  has  done  much  to  improve  the 
handling  of  cases  in  t lie  department,  and  my  only 
regret  is  that  I  cannot  obtain  her  as  a  permanent 
employee. 

Respectfully  yours, 
John    J.    Lydon,    Commissioner. 

Placed  on  file. 


REPORT   ON   REASSESSMENT   SYSTEM. 

The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mavor,  September  14,  1931. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  beg  to  submit  herewith  report 
submitted  by  the  Assessing  Department,  same 
constituting  a  reply  to  order  adopted  by  your 
honorable  body  under  date  of  August  31,  1931, 
and  reading  as  follows: 

"Ordered,  That  the  chairman  of  the  Assessing 
Department,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  be, 
and  said  department  hereby  is,  requested  to  inform 
the  City  Council  as  follows: 

"1.  An  outline  of  the  unpatented  system  of 
reassessment  which  Professor  Bullock  proposed  to 
install  here  at  a  cost  of  $1,000,000  and  which  will 
be  installed  by  the  city  at  a  cost  of  only  $100,000. 

"2.  In  what  year  is  it  planned  to  put  the  new 
system  into  effect?" 

Respectfully, 
Ja.mes  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Assessing  Department,  September  3,  1931. 
Hon.  James  M.  Curley, 

Mayor  of  Boston. 
Dear  Sir, — Replying  to  the  request  of  the  City 
Council  regarding  the  unpatented  system  of  re- 
assessment which  Professor  Bullock  proposed  to 
install  here,  it  is  the  intention  of  this  department 
to  have  a  survey  of  the  City  of  Boston  so  that  the 
frontage  and  depth  of  every  parcel  of  land  would 
be  made  a  matter  of  record,  and  it  was  also  in- 
tended to  have  a  complete  record  of  every  build- 
ing, showing  the  dimensions  and  the  square  and 
cubical  contents  together  with  the  class,  condition, 
age,  and  other  elements  that  would  enter  into  a 
determination  of  its  value.  The  leases,  rents, 
mortgages  and  sales  were  to  be  taken  into  con- 
sideration in  arriving  at  the  values. 
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Alter  this  data  was  obtained,  the  unit  values  of 
land  would  be  established  on  each  street  and  the 
cubical  and  square  foot  values  of  the  buildings, 
the  combined  total  of  these  two  elements  making 
the  valuation.  It  was  expected  that  an  equaliza- 
tion of  values  would  be  thus  produced. 

A  complete  survey  of  the  city  as  indicated 
above  must  of  necessity  take  several  years  to 
complete  as  the  records  at  the  Registry  of  Deeds 
must  be  examined  together  with  all  available 
plans  and  surveys,  and  surveys  must  be  made  by 
the  department  where  there  are  none  on  record. 

Answering  the  second  question  as  to  what  year 
it  is  planned  to  put  the  new  system  into  effect, 
I  would  say  that  it  could  not  be  finished  upon 
the  basis  as  indicated  above  until  all  of  the  city 
has  been  surveyed  and  the  data  recorded  upon 
the  books  of  this  department. 

Very  truly  yours, 

Edward  T.  Kelly, 

Chairman. 

Placed  on  file. 


APPROPRIATION    FOR    MUNICIPAL 
EMPLOYMENT   BUREAU. 

The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  September  14,  1931. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  am  advised  by  the  Director  of 
Employment  that  the  appropriation  for  the 
maintenance  of  his  bureau  is  practically  exhausted 
and  that  an  appropriation  of  $20,000  will  be  neces- 
sary for  the  bureau's  operation  during  the  balance 
of  the  year. 

In  view  of  the  character  of  work  performed  by 
the  bureau,  I  feel  it  necessary  to  continue  its 
activities.  I  submit,  herewith,  an  appropriation 
order  in  the  desired  amount  and  respectfully 
recommend  its  adoption  by  your  honorable  body. 
Respectfully, 
James  M.  Cuhley,  Mayor. 

Ordered,  That  a  sum  not  in  excess  of  $20,000  be, 
and  hereby  is,  appropriated  to  be  expended  by  the 
Municipal  Employment  Bureau,  under  the  direc- 
tion of  the  Mayor,  in  the  prosecution  of  its  duties, 
said  sum  to  be  charged  to  the  Reserve  Fund, 
when  made. 

Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 


APPROVAL  OF  CONSTABLE'S  BOND. 

Notice  was  received  from  the  City  Treasurer  of 
approval  of  surety  on  constable's  bond  of  Ira 
Margolis. 

Approved  by  the  Council. 


NOTICES   FROM   CITY   CLERK. 

City  of  Boston- 
Office  of  the  City  Clerk.  September  12,  1931. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — You  are  hereby  notified  that  under 
the  provisions  of  section  2  of  chapter  486  of  the 
Acts  ot  1909,  the  loan  order  of  $62,500  for  the 
Purchase  of  Property  for  Hospital  Purposes, 
recommended  by  the  Mayor  and  filed  with  the 
City  Clerk,  July  13,  1931,  not  having  been  rejected 
or  withdrawn  within  sixty  days  after  said  date, 
was  in  force  on  September  12,  1931,  as  if  adopted 
by  the  City  Council. 

Respectfully, 
Wilfred  J.  Doyle,  City  Clerk. 


City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  City  Clerk,  September  12,  1931. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — You  are  hereby  notified  that  under 
the  provisions  of  section  2  of  chapter  -ISO  of  the 
Acts  of  1909,  the  loan  order  ol  862,500  for  the 
Purchase  of  Property  for  Hospital  Purposes,  to  In- 
expended  outside  the  debt  limit,  recommended  by 
the  Mayor  and  filed  with  the  City  Clerk.  July 
13,  1931, .not  having  been  rejected  or  withdrawn 
within  sixty  days  after  said  date,  waa  in  force  on 
September  12,  1931,  as  if  adopted  by  the  City 
Council. 

Respectfully, 
Wilfred  J.   Doyle,  City  Clerk. 

Severally  placed  on  file. 


PETITIONS   REFERRED. 

The  following  petitions  were   received   and   re- 
ferred to  the  committees  named,  viz.: 
Claims. 

Annie  Britchky,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  an  alleged  defect  in  Blue  Hill  avenue. 

Mary  E.  Brown,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  an  alleged  defect  in  North  Ferry. 

Mrs.  Caulfield,  tor  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  an  alleged  defect  in  Tremont  street. 

Mary  Caulfield,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  an  alleged  defect  at  778  East  Broadway. 

Louis  H.  Giardino  and  Benjamin  J.  Viafora,  for 
compensation  for  damage  to  property  at  202 
Neponset  avenue,  caused  by  overflow  of  sewage. 

Catherine  E.  Hackett,  for  compensation  for 
damage  to  car  caused  by  an  alleged  defect  in 
Western  avenue. 

Annie  Kiernan,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  an  alleged  defect  in  Rutland  square  and 
Claremont  street. 

Joseph  A.  MacDonald,  Inc.,  for  compensation 
for  damage  to  property  at  59-75  Queensberry 
street,  caused  by  city  truck. 

Charles  L.  McEachern,  for  compensation  for 
damage  to  ear  caused  by  an  alleged  defect  in 
Nashua  street. 

Max  Minkofsky,  for  refund  on  unused  refuse 
tickets. 

J.  W.  Mooney,  for  compensation  for  damage  to 
property  at  37  Bournedale  road,  caused  by  back- 
ing up  of  sewage. 

William  and  Margaret  O'Brien,  for  compensa- 
tion for  damage  to  property  at  206  Neponset 
avenue,  caused  by  backing  up  of  sewage. 

Caruccia  Repucci,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  clothing  caused  by  defect  in  North  Ferry  slip. 

■Samuel  J.  Sigel,  for  refund  on  refuse  tickets. 

B.  Stollow,  for  compensation  for  damage  to  car 
caused  by  city  wagon  No.  201. 

John  and  Annie  Traverse,  for  compensation  for 
damage  to  property  at  204  Neponset  avenue, 
caused  by  backing  up  of  sewage. 

Williams  &  Bangs,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  property  at  78  Portland  street,  caused  by  leak 
in  water  pipe. 

DEATH  OF  HOSEMAN  PATRICK  MORLEY. 

Coun.  DOWD  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Fire  Commissioner  and  the 
Board  of  Trustees  of  the  Boston  City  Hospital  be 
requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  inves- 
tigate and  report  to  the  Boston  City  Council  the 
circumstances  attending  the  recent  death  of  Hose- 
man  Patrick  Morley  of  Engine  Company  38, 
Boston  Fire  Department. 

Coun.  DOWD — Mr.  President,  the  reason  why 
I  ask  the  Fire  Commissioner  and  the  Hospital 
Trustees  to  make  a  rigid  investigation  of  the 
death  of  Hoseman  Morley  of  Engine  38,  East 
Brookline  street,  is  as  follows:  Early  Friday 
morning,  Hoseman  Morley  was  injured  while 
responding  to  a  fire.  He  reported  to  his  house 
that  he  was  treated  at  the  Haymarket  Relief 
Station  and  that  three  stitches  were  taken  where 
the  injury  was  and  that  he  was  told  by  the  doctor 
in  charge  that  the  injury  was  very  slight,  nothing 
serious  whatsoever.  He  went  back  to  his  engine 
company,  and  while  there  fainted  and  was  ordered 
to  be  sent  home.  Within  forty-four  hours  after 
he  had  three  stitches  taken  at  the  Haymarket 
Relief  Station  Hospital.  Hoseman  Morley  died. 
His  family  physician  was  called  in  to  Ins 
deathbed  and  looked  at  the  injury  and  said  most 
specifically  that  the  man  never  should  have  been 
allowed  to  leave  the  hospital.  That  isn't  the 
strange  part  of  it.  Medical  science,  of  course, 
makes  many  a  mistake,  anil  there  might  have  been 
a  mistake  made  in  this  case.  But  at  12.45  today 
1  checked  up  the  Haymarket  Relief  Station 
records  and  was  informed  by  the  executive  in 
charge  that  he  had  no  record  whatever  of  Hoseman 
Morley  being  treated  there.  Here  we  have  a 
situation  where  something  is  radically  wrong. 
Either  the  doctor  in  charge,  who  treated  him 
that  morning,  did  -not  know  what  he  was  doing. 
or  the  records  have  been  tampered  with.  I  think 
a  man  in  our  Fire  or  Police  Departments,  defend- 
ing our  lives  and  property,  is  certainly  entitled  to 
nil  protection,  ami  here  we  find  a  man  released 
from  that  hospital  after  three  stitches  have  been 
taken,  going  to  his  headquarters,  and  then  being 
sent  home  by  a  lieutenant  of  the  fire  company 
and   dying  soon  afterwards.     The  lieutenant   in 
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charge  of  the  fire  house  says  specifically  that  this 
man  was  treated  at  the  Relief  Station  Hospital, 
and  yet  when  I  examined  those  records  not  later 
than  12..45  today,  I  was  informed  that  there  was 
no  record  of  any  fireman  having  been  received  or 
treated  at  that  hospital  at  that  time.  We  all 
know,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  that  some  people  who 
go  to  hospitals  do  not  desire  to  give  their  names, 
but  it  would  not  be  so  with  a  fireman  or  patrol- 
man, those  occupying  a  public  office  with  the  city, 
because  on  that  record  and  that  alone  rests  the 
right  of  such  employees  for  consideration  because 
of  that  fact.  Unless  they  have  the  hospital  records 
to  prove  what  has  happened  to  such  a  man,  the 
family  will  not  be  given  the  compensation  to 
which  it  is  entitled  under  our  law.  So  I  say  to 
you  it  is  a  pretty  serious  situation  when  we  have 
doctors  in  our  Hospital  Department  who  will 
allow  a  man  like  that  to  come  in,  look  him  over, 
put  in  three  stitches,  tell  him  that  the  injury  is 
slight  and  nothing  to  worry  about,  make  no 
record  of  it,  and  then  within  forty-eight  hours  the 
man  lies  dead  from  the  injury  received  while  he 
was  attending  a  fire.  I  say  to  the  Mayor  and  to 
the  Hospital  Trustees  that  it  should  be  their 
bounden  duty  to  make  a  most  thorough  and  rigid 
examination  into  this  matter,  so  that  the  facts 
may  be  known,  and  to  see  to  it  that  things  of  that 
sort  shall  not  happen  again.  If  such  an  individual 
can  go  down  there  and  have  three  or  four  stitches 
taken,  because  of  an  injury,  and  they  feel  that 
there  is  no  need  of  making  a  record  of  it,  it  is 
about  time  that  a  man  who  acts  in  such  a  manner 
shall  be  discharged  from  the  medical  service  of  our 
city. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


SIDEWALK  ON  NELSON  STREET,  WARD  17. 

Coun.  WILSON  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,    That    the    Commissioner    of    Public 

Works  make  a  sidewalk  along  Nelson  street,  both 

sides,  from  Norfolk  street  to  Selden  street,  Ward 

i  17,  in  front  of  the  estates  bordering  thereon;  said 

sidewalk  to  be  from  3  to  10  inches  above  the  gutter 

adjoining,  to  be  from  5  to  12  feet  in  width,  and  to  be 

built  of   artificial  stone,   with   granite  edgestones, 

under  the  provisions  of  chapter  196  of  the  Special 

Acts  of  1917. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


STOP  SIGN,  WARD  17. 
Coun.  WILSON  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  that  the  Traffic  Commissioner,  through 
his  Honor  the  Mayor,  be,  and  said  Commissioner 
hereby  is,  requested  to  install  a  stop  sign  or  blinker 
at  the  intersection  of  Milton  avenue  and  Fuller 
street  in  Ward  17. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


REGISTRATION  OF  AUTOMOBILES. 
Coun.  WILSON  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  requested 
to  instruct  the  Corporation  Counsel  for  the  City 
of  Boston  to  prepare  a  proper  bill  and  initiate 
legislation  which  shall  require  the  filing  of  a  proper 
certificate  of  title  with  the  Massachusetts  Registrar 
of  Motor  Vehicles  as  a  condition  precedent  to  any 
automobile  owner  obtaining  further  car  registra- 
tion in  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts. 

Coun.  WILSON — Mr.  President,  as  we  are,  of 
course,  all  aware  the  Governor  of  the  Common- 
wealth of  Massachusetts  has  called  a  special 
session  of  the  Massachusetts  Legislature,  having 
in  mind  first  of  all  doing  something  about  the 
unfairly  increased  insurance  rates  and  also  having 
in  mind  no  doubt  improved  safety  of  the  highways 
of  this  Commonwealth.  Today,  unfortunately, 
under  the  present  Massachusetts  laws,  there  are 
thousands  of  drivers  operating  cars  on  the  roads 
of  this  Commonwealth  without  proper  regard  to 
the  lives  and  safety  of  others  and  also  without  due 
regard  to  the  property  rights  of  others.  If  a 
smash-up  occurs,  with  personal  injury,  the  loss  is 
passed  on  in  a  carefree  manner  by  the  driver  to  his 
insurance  company.  If  serious  property  damage 
is  caused,  the  driver  frequently  is  of  no  financial 
worth,  but    more  often  a  lease  of  the  car  is  pro- 


duced. Frequently  it  is  found  that  the  man  is 
driving  a  car  that  is  not  his  own,  but  is  taken  on  a 
lease.  In  the  State  of  Massachusetts,  of  course, 
under  the  law,  all  mortgages  of  personal  property, 
in  order  to  be  valid,  must  be  recorded  in  the  clerk's 
office  of  the  city  or  town  where  the  property  is 
mortgaged.  1  understand  that  in  the  State  of 
New  Hampshire  there  is  a  similar  law  concerning 
automobiles  which  have  been  sold  or  taken  on 
lease.  They  must  be  recorded  in  common  with 
mortgages  of  personal  property.  1  understand, 
however,  that  a  far  preferable  system  is  in  vogue 
in  such  states  as  Connecticut  and  Florida,  if  I  am 
correctly  informed.  In  those  states  before  a  man 
can  be  given  a  registration  certificate  for  a  car  to 
be  driven  on  the  road  he  must  file  a  certificate  of 
title.  In  other  words,  if  he  has  bought  a  car  on  a 
lease  to  drive  on  the  road,  paying,  say,  about  10 
per  cent,  and  somebody  else  owns  it,  he  has  to  file 
a  certificate  of  title  with  the  Registrar  of  Motor 
Vehicles.  So  if  there  is  an  accident  resulting  from 
his  driving  carelessly  and  smashing  up  some  other 
person's  property  he  can  be  held  responsible,  not 
taking  refuge  in  some  faulty  lease  that  does  not 
exist.  So  I  suggest,  since  there  is  to  be  a  special 
session  of  the  Legislature  to  consider  the  automo- 
bile laws  in  this  respect,  it  would  be  well  for 
Massachusetts  to  fall  in  line  with  more  enlightened 
states  in  this  respect,  going  at  this  matter  in  a 
scientific  way  and  compelling  such  filing  of  certifi- 
cates of  title.  If  that  is  done,  a  person  who  is 
injured  can  go  to  the  Registrar  of  Motor  Vehicles 
and  find  out  at  once  who  is  the  real  owner  of  the 
car.  I  think  any  attorney — in  fact,  any  layman — 
will  agree  that  we  now  have  a  most  serious  situa- 
tion in  this  state.  A  man  not  the  owner  of  the 
car  can  register  the  car  as  though  it  were  his  own, 
and  when  a  show-down  comes,  when  he  has  in- 
jured other  people,  we  find  out  that  after  all  he 
was  not  the  owner— that  he  either  had  a  valid 
lease  or  some  phony  lease  that  dated  back,  and  that 
he  is  not  really  the  owner.  I  submit,  therefore, 
that  it  is  simply  a  fair  procedure  to  require  a  man 
running  an  automobile  to  file  a  certificate  with  the 
Registrar  of  Automobiles,  in  order  that  the  true 
owner  may  be  known  from  the  start. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension    of  the 
rule. 


INTERESTS  OF  BOSTON  AUTOMOBILE 
OWNERS. 

Coun.  RUBY  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  legislative  committee  of  the 
Boston  City  Council  be  requested  to  draw  up 
such  legislation  as  will  safeguard  the  interests  of 
the  automobile  owner  of  Boston. 

Coun.  RUBY — Mr.  President.  I  introduce  this 
order  at  this  time  in  'view  of  the  agitation  and 
publicity  attendant  upon  this  matter  being  brought 
to  the  attention  of  the  entire  Commonwealth 
through  the  calling  by  the  Governor  of  a  special 
session  of  the  Legislature  to  cope  with  the  auto- 
mobile insurance  question.  I  believe  the  members 
of  the  Boston  City  Council  ought  to  take  cogni- 
zance of  the  importance  of  this  matter  as  it  con- 
cerns the  automobile  owners  of  Boston.  As  far 
back  as  August  20,  1928,  I  introduced  a  resolution 
"That  the  Boston  City  Council  places  itself  on 
record  as  indorsing  the  stand  of  his  Honor  the 
Mayor  against  the  proposed  unjustifiable  increase 
in  the  Boston  rates  for  compulsory  automobile 
insurance."  I  believe,  along  that  same  line  at  this 
time  the  Council  ought  to  take  cognizance  of  the 
fact  that  the  rates  proposed  at  the  present  time  are 
not  only  unnecessary  and  unjustifiable,  but  that 
we  should  go  on  record  in  favor  of  having  our 
legislative  committee  frame  such  legislation,  to  be 
presented  at  the  special  session  of  the  Legislature, 
as  will  at  least  safeguard  the  interests  of  the  auto- 
mobile owners  of  Boston. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


ARC  LIGHTS,  FOREST  HILLS  STREET. 
Coun.  ENGLERT  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,    That    the    Commissioner    "of    Public 
Works  be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor, 
to  install  sufficient  electric  aic  lamps  along  Forest 
Hills    street,    Ward    11,    to    insure    the    adequate 
illumination  of  said  thoroughfare. 
Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


SEPTEMBER     14,     1931. 
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SIDEWALK   CONSTRUCTION. 

President  McGRATH  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  make  a  sidewalk  along  Sydney  street, 
both  sides,  from  Hartland  street  to  Crescent 
avenue,  Ward  13,  in  front  of  the  estates  bordering 
thereon;  said  sidewalk  to  be  from  3  to  10  inches 
above  the  gutter  adjoining,  to  be  from  5  to  12 
feet  in  width,  and  to  be  built  of  artificial  stone, 
with  granite  edgestones,  under  the  provisions  of 
chapter  196  of  the  Special  Acts  of  1917. 

Coun.  McGRATH  and  KELLY  offered  the 
following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  make  a  sidewalk  along  Hancock  street, 
both  sides,  from  Bowdoin  street  to  Dorchester 
avenue,  Wards  13  and  15,  in  front  of  the  estates 
bordering  thereon;  said  sidewalk  to  be  from  3  to 
10  inches  above  the  gutter  adjoining,  to  be  from 
5  to  12  feet  in  width,  and  to  be  built  of  artificial 
stone,  with  granite  edgestones,  under  the  provi- 
sions of  chapter  196  of  the  Special  Acts  of  1917. 

Coun.  COX  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  make  a  sidewalk  along  Park  street,  both 
sides,  from  Centre  street  to  Martin  street,  Ward  20, 
in  front  of  the  estates  bordering  thereon;  said 
sidewalk  to  be  from  3  to  10  inches  above  the  gutter 
adjoining,  to  be  from  5  to  12  feet  in  width,  and  to 
be  built  of  artificial  stone,  with  granite  edgestones, 
under  the  provisions  of  chapter  196  of  the  Special 
Acts  of  1917. 

Coun.  KELLY  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  make  a  sidewalk  along  Winter  street, 
both  sides,  from  Bowdoin  street  to  Adams  street, 
Ward  15,  in  front  of  the  estates  bordering  thereon; 
said  sidewalk  to  be  from  3  to  10  inches  above 
the  gutter  adjoining,  to  be  from  5  to  12  feet  in 
width,  and  to  be  built  of  artificial  stone,  with 
granite  edgestones,  under  the  provisions  of  chap- 
ter 196  of  the  Special  Acts  of  1917. 

Severally  passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


REPAVING   OF  WARD    19   STREETS. 
Coun.  MURRAY  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Works 
be  requested,   through   his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to 
repave  with  smooth  paving  Bowen  street,  Ward  19. 

Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor, 
to  repave  with  smooth  paving  Catherine  street, 
Ward  19. 

Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor, 
to  repave  with  smooth  paving  Neponset  avenue, 
Ward  19. 

Severally  passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


PROPOSED  ACCEPTANCE  OF  GUSTINE 
STREET. 

Coun.  FISH  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Board  of  Street  Commis- 
sioners be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor, 
to  accept  and  lay  out  Gustine  street  as  a  public 
highway,  Ward  16. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


LOAN   FOR   SEWERAGE   WORKS. 

President  McGRATH  called  up,  under  un- 
finished business,  No.  10  on  the  calendar,  viz.: 

10.  Ordered,  That  under  the  provisions  of 
chapter  426  of  the  Acts  of  1897,  as  amended  by 
chapter  204  of  the  Acts  of  1908  and  chapter  178 
of  the  Acts  of  1930,  the  sum  of  $150,000  be,  and 
hereby  is,  appropriated,  to  be  expended  under  the 
direction  of  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Works  for 
Sewerage  Works,  and  that  to  meet  said  appro- 
priation the  City  Treasurer  be  authorized  to  issue, 
from  time  to  time,  upon  request  of  the  Mayor, 
bonds  or  certificates  of  indebtedness  of  the  city  to 
said  amount. 

On  August  31,  1931,  the  foregoing  order  was 
read  once  and  passed,  yeas  17,  nays  0. 

The  order  was  given  its  second  and  final  reading 
and  passage,  yeas  19,  nays  0. 


Yeas — Coun.  Arnold,  Bush,  Cox,  Curtis,  Dono- 
van, Dowd,  Englert,  Fish,  Fitzgerald,  Gallagher, 
Green,  Hein,  Kelly,  Lynch,  Mahoney,  McGrath, 
Murray,  Power,  Ruby — 19. 

Nays — 0. 


LOAN  FOR  RECREATION   BUILDING, 
LONG   ISLAND. 

President  McGRATH  called  up,  under  un- 
finished business.  No.  11  on  the  calendar,  viz.: 

11.  Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  S50.000  be,  and 
the  same  hereby  is,  appropriated,  to  be  expended 
under  the  direction  of  the  Institutions  Commis- 
sioner, for  Recreation  Building,  Long  Island 
Hospital,  Establishment  of,  and  that  to  meet 
said  appropriation  the  City  Treasurer  be  authorized 
to  issue,  from  time  to  time,  upon  request  of  the 
Mayor,  bonds  or  certificates  of  indebtedness  of 
the  city  to  said  amount. 

On  August  31,  1931,  the  foregoing  order  was 
read  once  and  passed,  yeas  18,  nays  0. 

The  order  was  given  its  second  and  final  reading 
and  passage,  yeas  18,  nay  1. 

Yeas — Coun.  Arnold,  Bush,  Cox,  Donovan, 
Dowd,  Englert,  Fish,  Fitzgerald,  Gallagher, 
Green,  Hein.  Kelly,  Lynch,  Mahoney,  McGrath, 
Murray,  Ruby,  Power — 18. 

Nays — Coun.  Curtis — 1. 


LOAN   FOR   HIGH   SCHOOL   CON- 
STRUCTION,  ETC. 

President  McGRATH  called  up,  under  un- 
finished business,  No.  12  on  the  calendar,  viz.: 

12.  Ordered,  That  under  the  provisions  of 
chapter  247  of  the  Acts  of  1931,  the  sum  of 
$850,000  be,  and  hereby  is,  appropriated,  for 
High  School  Construction  and  certain  other  pur- 
poses, and  that  to  meet  said  appropriation  the 
City  Treasurer  be  authorized  to  issue,  from  time 
to  time,  upon  the  request  of  the  Mayor,  bonds  or 
certificates  of  indebtedness  of  the  city  to  said 
amount,  the  same  to  be  issued  outside  the  limit  of 
indebtedness. 

On  August  31,  1931,  the  foregoing  order  was 
read  once  and  passed,  yeas  17,  nays  2. 

The  order  was  given  its  second  and  final  reading 
and  passage,  yeas  19,  nays  0. 

Yeas — Coun.  Arnold.  Bush,  Cox,  Curtis,  Dono- 
van, Dowd,  Englert,  Fish,  Fitzgerald,  Gallagher, 
Green,  Hein,  Kelly,  Lynch,  Mahoney,  McGrath, 
Murray,  Power,  Ruby — 19. 

Nays — 0. 


RECESS. 

The  Council  voted,  on  motion  of  Coun, 
GREEN,  at  3.08  p.  m.,  to  take  a  recess,  subject 
to  the  call  of  the  President. 

The  members  reassembled  in  the  Council 
Chamber  and  were  called  to  order  by  President 
McGRATH  at  3.54  p.  m. 


EXECUTIVE    COMMITTEE   REPORTS. 

Coun.  GALLAGHER,  for  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee, submitted  the  following: 

1.  Report  on  message  of  Mayor  and  order 
(referred  today)  that  underauthority  of  chapter  261 
of  Acts  of  1893  the  City  Auditor  be  authorized  to 
transfer  from  the  appropriation  for  Webster 
Avenue  Playground,  Improvements,  $20,000.  to 
appropriation  for  North  Knd  Park,  Hath  House 
and  Laundry  Building  and  Equipment,  etc. — that, 
same  ought  to  pass. 

Report  accepted;  said  order  passed,  yeas  19, 
nays  0. 

Yeas— C'>un.  Bush,  Cox.  Curtis,  Donovan, 
Dowd,  Englert,  Fish.  Fitzgerald,  Gallagher. 
Gleason,  Green,  Hein.  Kelly,  Lynch,  McGrath, 
Murray.  Norton,  Power,  Ruby      19. 

Nays— 0. 

2.  Report  on  meSBage  from  Mayor  and  orders 
(referred  today)  for  transfers  wil  liin  departmental 
appropriations     that  same  ought  to  pass. 

Report  accepted;  said  orders  passed,  yeas  20, 
nays  0. 

Yin  Coun.  Bush,  Cox,  Curtis,  Donovan, 
Dowd,  Englert,  Fish.  Fitzgerald,  Gallagher. 
Gleason,  Green,  Hein,  Kelly,  Lynch,  McGrath, 
Murray.  Norton,  Power,  Ruby,  Wilson— 20. 

Nays     1 1 
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3.  Report  on  message  of  Mayor  and  order 
(referred  today)  that,  under  authority  of  chapter 
261  of  Acts  of  1893  the  City  Auditor  be  authorized 
to  transfer  from  appropriation  for  Reserve  Fund, 
$2,000,  to  appropriation  for  Suffolk  County  Court- 
house, Custodian,  A-2,  Temporary  Employees— 
that  same  ought  to  pass. 

Report  accepted;  said  order  passed,  yeas  19, 
nays  0. 

Yeas — Coun.  Bush,  Cox,  Curtis,  Donovan, 
Dowd,  Englert,  Fish,  Fitzgerald,  Gallagher, 
Gleason,  Green,  Hein,  Kelly,  Lynch,  McGrath, 
Murray,  Norton,  Power,  Ruby — 19. 

Nays — 0. 

4.  Report  on  message  of  Mayor  and  order 
(referred  today)  that  the  right  to  borrow  money 
for  new  fire  station,  South  Boston  district,  under 
loan  order  passed  March  2,  1931,  and  approved 
by  the  Mayor  March  3,  1931,  be  limited  to  $200,000 
and  that  the  authorization  to  borrow  in  excess  of 
said  amount  for  said  purpose  be,  and  the  same 
hereby  is,  rescinded — that  same  ought  to  pass. 

Report  accepted;  said  order  passed,  yeas  17, 
nays  0. 

Yeas — Coun.  Bush,  Cox,  Curtis,  Donovan, 
Dowd,  Englert,  Fish,  Fitzgerald,  Gallagher,  Green, 
Hein,  Kelly,  Lynch,  McGrath,  Murray,  Power, 
Ruby— 17. 

Nays — 0. 

5.  Report  on  message  of  Mayor  and  order 
(referred  August  3),  that  $700,000  be  appropriated 
to  be  expended  by  Superintendent  of  Public  Build- 
ings for  new  police  stations  and  additions  to  an 
improvement  of  existing  police  stations  and  that 
to  meet  said  appropriation  the  City  Treasurer  be 
authorized  to  issue,  from  time  to  time,  on  request 
of  the  Mayor,  bonds  or  certificates  of  indebtedness 
of  the  city  to  said  amount — recommending  thai 
same  ought  to  pass. 

Report  accepted;  said  order  passed. 

Yeas — Coun.  Bush,  Cox,  Curtis,  Donovan, 
Dowd,  Englert,  Fish,  Fitzgerald,  Gallagher,  Green, 
Kelly,  Lynch,  McGrath,  Murray,  Norton,  Power, 
Ruby,— 17. 

Nays — 0. 

6.  Report  on  message  of  Mayor  and  order 
(referred  today)  that  a  sum  not  in  excess  of  $20,HU0 
be  appropriated  to  be  expended  by  the  Municipal 
Employment  Bureau  under  the  direction  of  the 
Mayor,  in  the  prosecution  of  its  duties,  said  sum  to 
be  charged  to  the  Reserve  Fund,  when  made — 
recommending  passage  of  the  order  in  the  follow- 
ing new  draft,  viz.: 

Ordered,  That  a  sum  not  in  excess  of  $5,000  be, 
and  hereby  is,  appropriated,  to  be  expended  by  the 
Municipal  Employment  Bureau,  under  the  direc- 
tion of  the  Mayor,  in  the  prosecution  of  its  duties, 
said  sum  to  be  charged  to  the  Reserve  Fund,  when 
made. 

Report  accepted  and  order  in  new  draft  passed, 
yeas  19,  nays  0. 

Yeas — Coun.  Bush,  Cox,  Curtis,  Donovan, 
Dowd,  Englert,  Fish,  Fitzgerald,  Gallagher, 
Green,  Hein,  Kelly,  Lynch,  Mahoney,  McGrath, 
Murray,  Norton,  Power,  Ruby — 19. 

Nays — 0. 


REPORTS    OF    COMMITTEE    ON    PUBLIC 
LANDS. 

Coun.  LYNCH,  for  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands,  submitted  the  following: 

1.  Report  on  message  of  Mayor  and  order 
(referred  January  26)  that  the  Mayor  be  author- 
ized to  sell  at  public  auction  at  an  upset  price  of 
$4,300  title  and  interest  of  City  of  Boston  in  and  to 
the  property  known  as  the  Old  Armory  Building, 
154  Maverick  street,  EaBt  Boston,  containing 
4,337  square  feet  of  land,  and  a  two-story  building — 
that  same  ought  to  pass. 

The  report  was  accepted  and  the  question  came 
on  the  passage  of  the  order. 

Coun.  KELLY — Mr.  President,  before  I  vote  on 
this  order,  I  wish  to  know  a  little  more  about  it, 
and  I  would  ask  the  chairman  of  the  Committee 
on  Public  Lands  to  give  the  Council  more  informa- 
tion in  regard  to  this  land. 

Coun.  LYNCH— Mr.  President,  I  think  if  the 
clerk  will  read  the  order  the  gentleman  will  get  all 
the  information  necessary. 

President  McGRATH— The  gentleman  will  read 
both  the  Mayor's  message  and  the  order.  These 
orders  reported  today  have  been  in  the  hands  of 
the  Committee  on  Public  Lands  the  last  year,  and 
they  have  already  held  two  hearings  on  them. 
The  councilor  from  the  district  has  just  spoken  to 


me  in  regard  to  the  upset  price  when  the  order 
was  introduced  and  said  that  they  would  never 
get  it. 

The  clerk  read  the  message  of  the  Mayor  with  the 
accompanying  order,  as  follows: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  January  26,  1931. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — The  Armory  Building,  located  at 
154  Maverick  street,  East  Boston,  in  the  opinion 
of  the  Supervisor  of  Construction  of  the  Building 
Department,  is  in  a  dangerous  and  unsafe  condi- 
tion for  public  use. 

This  property  was  authorized  for  sale  at  an 
upset  price  of  $5,000,  but  there  were  no  bidders 
interested. 

In  my  opinion  it  would  be  the  part  of  wisdom 
to  dispose  of  this  property  at  an  upset  price  of 
$4,300  and  I  accordingly  recommend  the  adoption 
of  the  accompanying  order. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Cubley,  Mayor. 

Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be,  and 
hereby  is,  authorized,  in  the  name  and  behalf  of 
the  city,  to  sell  at  public  auction,  at  an  upset 
price  of  $4,300,  title  and  interest  of  the  City  of 
Boston  in  and  to  the  property  known  as  the  Old 
Armory  Building,  154  Maverick  street,  East 
Boston,  and  containing  4,337  square  feet  of  land 
and  a  two-story  building. 

The  order  was  given  its  first  reading  and  passage, 
yeas  20,  nays  0: 

Yeas — Coun.  Bush,  Cox,  Curtis,  Donovan, 
Dowd,  Englert,  Fish,  Fitzgerald,  Gallagher, 
Gleason,  Green,  Hein,  Kelly,  Lynch,  Mahoney, 
McGrath,  Murray,  Norton,  Power,  Ruby — 20. 

Nays — 0. 

2.  Report  on  message  of  Mayor  and  order 
(referred  December  1,  1930)  that  Superintendent 
of  Buildings  be  authorized  to  sell  at  duly  adver- 
tised public  auction  at  an  upset  price  of  S20.000 
property  formerly  occupied  as  Police  Station  No. 
8,  and  located  at  junction  of  Commercial  and 
Battery  streets — that  same  ought  to  pass. 

The  report  was  accepted  and  the  question  came 
on  the  passage  of  the  order. 

Coun.  LYNCH— Mr.  President,  I  would  like  to 
hear  a  little  more  from  the  young  man  from  South 
Boston  in  regard  to  this  particular  piece  of  land. 

President  McGRATH— The  clerk  will  read  the 
message  and  order,  as  follows: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  November  21,  1930. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen — The  property  formerly  occupied  as 
Police  Station  No.  8,  and  located  at  the  junction  of 
Commercial  and  Battery  streets,  is  no  longer  neces- 
sary for  any  municipal  purpose.  This  property 
contains  5,323  square  feet  of  land,  and  upon  nu- 
merous occasions  during  the  past  years  attempts 
have  been  made  unsuccessfully  to  dispose  of  it. 

This  land  has  an  assessed  value  of  $10,000,  but 
apparently  the  location  does  not  appeal  to  persons 
in  the  real  estate  business.  Accordingly,  I  recom- 
mend the  adoption  of  the  accompanying  order, 
providing  for  the  sale  of  the  said  property  at  public 
auction  at  an  upset  price  of  $20,000. 
Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Public 
Buildings  be,  and  hereby  is,  authorized  to  sell  at 
a  duly  advertised  public  auction,  at  an  upset 
price  of  $20,000,  the  property  formerly  occupied 
as  Police  Station  No.  8,  and  located  at  the  junc- 
tion of  Commercial  and  Battery  streets. 

The  order  was  given  its  first  reading  and  passage, 
yeas  20,  naysO: 

Yeas — Coun.  Bush,  Cox,  Curtis,  Donovan,  Dowd, 
Englert,  Fish,  Fitzgerald,  Gallagher,  Gleason, 
Green,  Hein,  Kelly,  Lynch,  Mahoney,  McGrath, 
Murray,  Norton,  Power,  Ruby — 20. 

Nays — 0. 

3.  Report  on  message  of  Mayor  and  order 
(recommitted  December  1,  1930)  that  the  Board 
of  Park  Commissioners  be  authorized  under  pro- 
visions of  chapter  274  of  Acts  of  1899,  to  sell  at 
public  auction  at  an  upset  price  of  $200,000,  on 
such  terms  as  said  board,  with  approval  of  the 
Mayor,  may  deem  proper,  the  parcel  of  land  owned 
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by  the  city  at  corner  of  Chestnut  Hill  avenue  and 
Commonwealth  avenue,  containing  approximately 
66,672  square  feet — that  same  ought  to  pass. 

The  report  was  accepted  and  the  question  came 
on  the  passage  of  the  order. 

Coun.  DOWD — Mr.  President,  I  believe  this 
order  has  been  before  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands  for  quite  a  little  time.  If  not  mistaken, 
I  understand  that  it  involves  thousands  upon 
thousands  of  dollars.  If  I  remember  correctly,  at 
one  meeting  we  had  of  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands,  it  was  absolutely  the  opinion  of  the  people 
of  Brighton — whether  or  not  their  minds  have 
changed  since  then — that  this  order  should  not 
pass;  that  this  was  a  playground  which  was 
used  by  mothers  and  children,  and  that  if  they 
had  to  cross  the  thoroughfares,  Chestnut  Hill 
avenue  and  Commonwealth  avenue,  at  that  point, 
there  would  be  danger  to  them.  I  think  possibly 
the  councilor  from  Brighton  can  substantiate  rny 
statement  that  we  were  told  at  that  time  that  it 
was  used  by  the  children  of  the  Brighton  district 
and  that  its  continued  use  was  desirable.  There- 
fore, I  oppose  the  passage  of  the  order  until  we 
have  further  information  about  the  land  and 
about  the  upset  price  at  which  it  is  proposed  to 
be  sold.  I  firmly  believe  that  the  land  should 
be  retained  by  the  city;  as  was  stated  here  by  the 
people  of  Brighton  before  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands  about  a  year  ago,  it  was  used  by  mothers 
and  children,  and  that  its  use  should  not  be  dis- 
continued. If  I  am  not  correct,  I  would  like  to 
be  corrected  by  the  councilor  from  Brighton. 

Coun.  HEIN — Mr.  President,  if  I  am  not  mis- 
taken, on  both  previous  occasions  I  voted  not  to 
sell  the  land,  but  in  this  particular  case  petitions 
in  favor  of  its  sale  have  been  presented  containing 
the  names  of  four  hundred  and  fifty  residents  of 
my  ward,  particularly  around  where  the  land  is. 
I  have  checked  the  thing  up  in  the  last  two  months 
to  find  out  how  many  have  been  using  this  par- 
ticular place,  and  as  a  result  of  my  check,  I  find 
that  only  twenty-nine  have  been  using  it.  Check- 
ing up  on  the  playground  at  the  other  end  of  the 
ward  I  find  that  hundreds  of  people  use  it  of  a 
Sunday;  and  I  understand  that  his  Honor  the 
Mayor  is  to  spend  $75,000  for  locker  building, 
redraining,  and  that  sort  of  thing,  at  the  play- 
ground at  Cleveland  circle.  Therefore,  under  the 
circumstances,  I  have  no  objection  to  selling  this 
land,  in  view  of  the  fact  that  we  are  then  going  to 
have  a  real  playground.  There  is  not  room  to 
make  one  here. 

Coun.  KELLY — Mr.  President,  in  my  opinion 
— I  may  be  wrong — there  are  few  enough  play- 
grounds in  the  City  of  Boston,  and  I  cannot  under- 
stand the  position  of  the  councilor  from  Brighton 
in  being  in  favor  of  allowing  this  playground  in 
his  home  ward  to  be  sold.  I  agreed  with  his 
position  only  a  short  time  ago  when  he  was  against 
the  sale  of  this  playground  by  the  Mayor  of 
Boston.  As  I  understand  the  situation,  the 
mothers  or  children  using  the  other  playground, 
farther  down  the  street,  must  take  their  lives  in 
their  hands  in  crossing  a  very  busy  thoroughfare 
— I  believe  Beacon  street — to  reach  it.  As  I 
say,  I  will  never  vote  to  sell  a  playground  of  the 
City  of  Boston.  I  would  not  do  so  in  my  own 
ward,  and  I  will  not  do  so  in  anybody's  else 
ward.  It  is  all  very  well  for  the  Mayor  of  Boston 
to  promise  the  councilor  that  perhaps  the  money 
that  will  accrue  from  this  sale — no  doubt  with 
profit  to  some  well  known  real  estate  broker — will 
be  spent  in  improving  the  other  playground.  But 
I  appeal  in  this  matter  to  the  other  members  of 
this  Council.  They  would  not  vote  to  sell  a  play- 
ground in  their  home  ward,  and  I  don't  think  we 
should  vote  for  it  in  this  particular  case. 

Coun.  GREEN — Mr.  President,  if  my  memory 
serves  me  correctly,  this  order  came  in  for  $150,000. 
It  was  reported  out  by  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands,  and  was  then  amended  to  read  $200,000, 
and  I  think  every  member  here  today  voted  for 
that  amendment,  including  the  councilor  from 
Dorchester.  I  may  be  wrong,  and  if  so  I  am  willing 
to  stand  corrected. 

President  McGRATH— I  think  Coun.  Dowd 
made  the  amendment  that  the  amount  should  be 
$200,000. 

Coun.  DOWD — Mr.  President,  you  are  quite 
correct.  I  offered  the  amendment  that  the 
amount  should  be  $200,000,  and  if  I  am  correct, 
it  was  defeated. 

President  McGRATH — The  amendment  was 
adopted. 

Coun.  DOWD — And  it  was  amended  to  read 
$200,000  in  place  of  $150,000? 


President  McGRATH— That  is  correct. 
Coun.    DOWD — Can   you   tell   me   how   many 
square  feet  of  land  there  are  there? 

President  McGRATH— 66,672  square  feet  of 
land. 

Coun.  DOWD — And  what  is  the  land  assessed 
for? 

President  McGRATH— Assessed  for  $1  a  foot. 

Coun.  DOWD — That  is  the  present  assessment? 

President  McGRATH — That  is  what  it  says  in 
the  order.  The  clerk  will  read  the  Mayor's 
communication. 

The  clerk  read  the  communication  referred  to, 
as  follows: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  September  25,  1930. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — The  property  located  at  Chestnut 
Hill  avenue  and  Commonwealth  avenue,  contain- 
ing 66,672  square  feet,  is  unsuited  for  playground 
purposes  and  in  the  opinion  of  the  Park  Commis- 
sion should  be  sold. 

The  City  of  Boston  maintains  a  playground 
in  the  vicinity  of  Cleveland  circle,  within  two 
hundred  yards  of  the  Chestnut  Hill  avenue  and 
Commonwealth  avenue  property,  containing 
371,200  square  feet,  and  in  the  event  that  the 
property  at  Chestnut  Hill  avenue  and  Common- 
wealth avenue  is  sold  the  money  derived  from  the 
sale  could  be  utilized  for  the  development  of  the 
major  property  into  a  playground  "that  would 
serve  the  needs  of  this  section  of  the  city  for  many 
years. 

The  property  at  Chestnut  Hill  avenue  and 
Commonwealth  avenue  is  assessed  for  $1  per  foot 
and  a  fair  upset  price  would  be  $1.50  per  foot,  in 
view  of  the  desirability  of  the  lot  for  realty  develop- 
ment. 

Under  the  circumstances,  it  is  clearly  the  duty 
of  the  city  to  dispose  of  this  property  and  improve 
the  larger  plot  of  land  for  the  benefit  of  the  resi- 
dents of  the  district. 

Accordingly,  \  recommend  the  adoption  of  the 
accompanying  order. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Chrley,  Mayor. 

Ordered,  That  the  Board  of  Park  Commis- 
sioners be,  and  hereby  are,  authorized  under  the 
provisions  of  chapter  274  of  the  Acts  of  1899, 
to  sell  at  public  auction  on  such  terms  as  said 
Board,  with  the  approval  of  the  Mayor,  may 
deem  proper,  the  parcel  of  land  owned  by  the 
city  at  the  corner  of  Chestnut  Hill  avenue  and 
Commonwealth  avenue,  containing  approximately 
66,672  square  feet. 

Coun.  DOWD — Mr.  President,  were  there  any 
other  reason  needed  for  my  voting  against  the  order 
today,  it  is  that  the  assessed  value  of  the  property 
is  $66,672,  and  we  are  placing  an  upset  price  of 
$200,000  on  that  land.  May  1  ask  you  or  any 
member  of  the  Council  if  that  price  must  be 
obtained? 

President  McGRATH — It  cannot  be  sold  at  a 
lower  price  than  that. 

Coun.  DOWD— $200,000? 

President  McGRATH— They  must  get  $200,000 
or  more  in  order  to  put  the  sale  through. 

Coun.  DOWD — Mr.  President,  I  am  more 
firmly  than  ever  of  the  opinion  now  that  there  is 
absolutely  something  radically  wrong.  It  is  the 
first  time  since  I  have  been  in  the  City  Council 
when  we  have  found  a  piece  of  property  valued  at 
$66,672  which  is  proposed  to  be  sold  for  an  upset 
price  of  $200,000.  At  the  time  when  the  public 
of  Brighton  came  in  here  I  remember  distinctly 
that  there  was  strenuous  objection  to  the  sale  of 
the  land  for  the  simple  reason  that  it  was  used  as  a 
playground  for  mothers  and  children.  1  have  no 
douDt  that  the  councilors  from  Brighton  are  niore 
familiar  with  the  situation  than  I  am,  but  I  really 
could  not  vote  for  any  land  assessed  for  $66,672 
being  sold  at  an  upset  price  of  $200,000.  If  that 
is  so,  the  land  has  increased  tremendously  in 
value  in  the  last  two  years,  and  for  that  reason  I 
believe  we  should  thoroughly  investigate  the  matter 
so  that  we  may  know  just  why  an  upset  price  of 
$200,000  should  De  placed  upon  it.  1  may  be 
entirely  wrong  in  my  argument,  but  1  know  and  any 
member  of  the  Council  knows  that  any  land 
assessed  for  $66,672  can  hardly  be  expected  to  be 
sold  for  any  such  price.  1  remember  the  Curtis  & 
Pope  land,  assessed  for  $178,000,  for  which  an  offer 
of  $125,000  was  made  for  land  and  building. 
Perhaps  at  the  next  meeting,  after  looning  into 
the  matter,  I  may  vote  for  the  order,  but  at  the 
present  time  I  cannot  oring  myself  to  do  so. 
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President  McGRATH— The  Chair  would  re- 
mind the  councilor  that  it  was  the  councilor  him- 
self who  put  on  the  price  of  $200,000,  and  we  have 
no  assurance  that  it  can  be  sold  at  that  price. 

Coun.  CURTIS — Mr.  President,  I  am  going  to 
move  that  this  lie  over  till  the  next  meeting.  I 
cannot  believe  that  anything  will  be  lost  by  letting 
this  lie  over  a  little  while.  I,  for  one,  would  like  to 
look  into  that  property.  Anybody  who  is  familiar 
with  such  property  in  that  part  of  the  city  knows 
that  anyone  to  whom  it  is  sold  is  going  to  use  it  for 
real  estate  development,  which  will  mean  less  light 
and  air;  and  I,  for  one,  believe  it  is  a  mighty  good 
thing  to  have  some  open  spaces  in  the  city.  If  we 
had  a  few  more  of  them,  they  would  be  greatly  for 
the  benefit  of  the  people  of  Boston.  This  district 
in  20,  30  or  100  years  is  going  to  be  congested,  and 
the  property  is  going  to  greatly  increase  in  value. 
I  would  like  to  see  this  matter  lie  over,  so  that  we 
may  look  into  it. 

Coun.  HEIN— Mr.  President,  I  hope  this  will 
not  be  laid  over.  First  of  all,  it  is  in  my  ward,  and 
no  one  is  more  familiar  with  it  than  myself.  My 
main  reason  for  desiring  action  taken  is  this:  If  the 
money  is  to  be  obtained  for  fixing  up  this  other 
playground  so  that  it  can  be  used  before  winter 
sets  in,  there  should  be  no  delay.  In  the  second 
place,  let  me  say  that  the  value  of  the  property  has 
increased.  There  is  no  question  about  it.  All 
valuations  out  there  have  increased.  They  talk 
about  this  .playground  having  been  used  twenty- 
five  years  ago  as  a  tennis  court.  The  fact  is,  how- 
ever, that  since  then  nothing  has  been  done  except 
to  cut  the  grass  now  and  then.  If  it  is  sold  and 
buildings  are  placed  there,  the  city  is  going  to 
derive  a  considerable  revenue  from  the  taxes. 
That  is  at  the  present  time  an  apartment  house 
district.  There  is  an  apartment  house  going  up 
within  two  blocks  at  the  present  time,  with  eighty- 
six  apartments.  Certainly,  people  have  got  to 
live  somewhere. 

Coun.  LYNCH — Mr.  President,  I  just  want  to 
rise  to  say  that  this  order  came  in  the  first  of  the 
year  and  has  been  lying  in  the  Committee  on 
Public  Lands  ever  since,  and  that  there  has  been 
no  investigation  or  public  hearing  called  for,  and 
no  voice  has  been  raised  about  it  until  today. 
Everybody  here  has  had  plenty  of  opportunity  to 
go  and  see  the  land,  to  investigate,  and  it  should 
have  been  done  long  before  this. 

Coun.  KELLY — Mr.  President,  of  course  when 
a  member  of  the  Council  is  not  on  the  Committee 
on  Public  Lands  he  perhaps  has  not  as  much 
knowledge,  not  being  notified  of  the  meetings  of 
the  committee,  as  a  committee  member.  The 
councilor  from  South  Boston  (Coun.  Lynch) 
says  that  nobody  has  raised  his  voice  against 
this  particular  order.  Well,  I  have  raised  my 
voice  every  time  it  has  come  before  our  body 
against  selling  the  land,  land  used  for  playground 
purposes,  and  the  only  time  I  have  raised  my 
voice  is  when  such  an  order  comes  before  an 
honorable  body,  as  this  has  today.  Of  course' 
when  it  is  lying  dormant  in  the  Committee  on 
Public  Lands,  other  members  than  those  on  the 
committee  cannot  raise  their  voices.  They  must 
wait  until  it  comes  on  the  floor  of  the  body,  as 
this  has  come  today.  Another  thing:  1  cannot 
see  why  members  of  this  Council  should  object  to 
Coun.  Curtis's  motion  to  let  this  lie  over  until 
the  next  meeting.  1  can  see  no  reason  why  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  21  (Coun.  Hein)  should 
take  the  position  he  does.  1  recall  very  great 
feeling  against  selling  the  land,  as  shown  by  the 
people  of  Brighton,  at  the  last  hearing  we  had. 
That  was  the  councilor's  position  at  that  time, 
and  he  brought  in  thirty  or  forty  witnesses  before 
the  committee.  I  was  there  and  listened, — even 
had  an  attorney  come  in  and  tell  you  why  the  city 
should  not  sell  that  land,  which  was  used  for  play- 
ground purposes,  that  there  was  a  question  of  the 
constitutionality  of  such  action,  and  he  threatened 
to  bring  the  matter  before  the  Supreme  Court. 
I  remember  the  councilor  from  Ward  21  informing 
me  that  they  were  going  to  take  it  to  the  Supreme 
Court  if  the  Council  should  vote  to  sell  the  land. 
1  cannot  understand  the  position  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Ward  21  at  this  time,  in  favor  of  the 
sale  of  this  playground,  under  the  circumstances. 
Perhaps  his  district  may  be  over-burdened  with 
playgrounds.  If  that  is  so,  the  people  are  very 
fortunate.  But  the  information  1  get  from 
traveling  through  Boston  is  that  we  have  not 
enough  playgrounds.  For  that  reason,  the  coun- 
cilor, as  a  matter  of  public  record  at  our  last  meet- 
ing on  this  matter,  having  said  that  it  should  not 
be  sold,  and  the  people  who  appeared  here  taking 


the  position  that  it  should  not  be  sold,  I  cannot 
understand  his  reason  for  wishing  today  to  sell  it, 
and  to  rush  the  order  through  here  to  sell  it.  1 
hope  Coun.  Curtis's  motion  to  lay  the  matter  on 
the  table  will  prevail. 

Coun.  FITZGERALD— Mr.  President,  I  would 
like  to  ask  Coun.  Hein  a  question.  Was  Mr. 
Lane  of  the  Schoolhouse  Commission  notified  of 
the  last  meeting  of  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands  in  regard  to  this  matter? 

Coun.  HEIN — I  could  not  tell  you.  The  chair- 
man of  the  committee  will  have  to  answer  that. 

Coun.  FITZGERALD— Were  you  there? 

Coun.  HEIN — I  was  in  the  building. 

Coun.  FITZGERALD— And  you  knew  that 
this  matter,  in  which  you  were  concerned,  was 
before  the  committee? 

Coun.  HEIN— 1  did. 

Coun.  FITZGERALD— And  didn't  notify  him? 

Coun.  HEIN — I  did  not  know  until  the  day 
before,  and  he  had  not  asked  me  to  notify  him. 

Coun.  FITZGERALD— Do  you  know  whether 
this  requires  an  act  of  the  Legislature? 

Coun.  HEIN — It  does  not.  I  think  it  did  before, 
but  does  not  now. 

Coun.  FITZGERALD— I  would  inform  you 
that  it  requires  an  act  of  the  Legislature,  and  we 
will  be  in  the  same  position  that  the  City  Council 
was  in  some  years  ago  in  regard  to  the  Franklin 
Fund  if  we  pass  this  order.  I  think  that  gentle- 
man ought  to  be  entitled  to  some  courtesy  in  this 
matter,  and  1  think  it  was  your  duty  to  notify 
him. 

Coun.  HEIN — Mr.  President,  the  members  of 
this  body  have  their  own  particular  wards  to 
look  after,  and  1  am  trying  to  look  after  mine. 
Having  been  through  this  matter  for  a  year  to  a 
year  and  a  half,  considering  it  from  all  sides,  I 
know  what  my  people  want.  1  am  here  to  repre- 
sent their  wishes,  the  same  as  the  other  members 
represent  the  wishes  of  their  wards.  I  now  move 
the  previous  question. 

Coun.  BUSH — Mr.  President,  the  councilor 
from  the  West  End  (Coun.  Fitzgerald)  has  aroused 
my  curiosity,  and  1  would  like  to  know  just  what 
relationship  Mr.  Lane  has  to  this  particular 
proposition.     I  don't  quite  get  the  connection. 

Coun.  FITZGERALD— Mr.  President,  when 
this  matter  was  discussed  before,  as  the  councilor 
from  Dorchester  has  said,  a  large  number  of 
people  objected  to  the  proposed  sale  of  this  play- 
ground, and  Mr.  Lane,  being  a  useful  and  public- 
spirited  citizen  of  this  community,  and  a  high- 
minded  man,  a  believer  in  good  government  and 
one  who  has  served  on  the  Finance  Commission 
and  on  the  School  Board,  now  occupying  the  most 
important  position  of  chairman  of  our  Schoolhouse 
Commission,  was  very  much  opposed  to  the  sale. 
1  talked  with  him  and  told  him  that  any  time  when 
the  matter  might  come  up  1  would  not  vote  for  it. 
1  felt  that  he  was  vitally  interested  in  the  good  of 
the  community  as  a  prominent  citizen  of  Boston, 
and  there  were  many  people  from  the  district  who 
took  the  same  position  he  did.  Whether  there  has 
been  a  change  in  the  Brighton  sentiment,  or  if  so, 
why  there  should  be  a  change.  I  don't  understand. 
But  1  know  that  Mr.  Lane  at  that  time  threatened 
to  carry  the  question  to  the  Supreme  Court. 
He  is  a  constitutional  lawyer,  and  a  man  who  was 
prominently  considered  as  a  candidate  for  Mayor 
in  our  last  election.  If  his  opinion  has  changed,  1 
thought  we  ought  to  know  it  and  know  the  reason 
for  it.  1  thought  the  councilor  from  Brighton 
(Coun.  Hein)  might  have  the  information.  But 
the  committee,  1  understand,  did  not  contain  any 
information  that  he  might  have,  and  he  was  not 
invited  to  the  meeting.  1  think.  They  apparently 
think  the  matter  is  a  dead  issue. 

President  McGRATH— Coun.  Hein  has  moved 
the  previous  question,  which  shuts  off  debate. 

The  motion  to  assign  the  matter  to  the  next 
meeting  was  declared  lost.  Coun.  CURTIS 
doubted  the  vote  and  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays. 

The  clerk  called  the  roll,  and  the  motion  to 
assign  the  matter  to  the  next  meeting  was  lost, 
yeas  7,  nays  14: 

Yeas — Coun.  Bush,  Curtis,  Dowd,  Fitzgerald, 
Kelly,  Norton,  Wilson — 7. 

Nays — Coun.  Cox,  Donovan,  Englert,  Fish, 
Gallagher,  Gleason,  Green,  Hein.  Lynch,  Mahoney, 
MeGrath,  Murray,  Power,  Ruby — 14. 

Coun.  DOWD — Mr.  President,  before  we  at- 
tempt to  seell  any  parcels  of  land,  whether  they 
be  in  my  district  or  some  other  district,  I  believe 
the  people  of  the  ward  should  have  an  opportunity 
to  come  up  here  and  express  their  views.     I  would 
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like  to  ask  Court.  Hein  one  question.  Is  he  in 
favor  of  allowing  the  people  of  Brighton  to  come 
in  here  this  year — I  am  not  talking  of  last  year  but 
of  this  year — is  he  in  favor  of  allowing  his  con- 
stituents to  come  in  here  and  say  whether  they  are 
in  favor  of  this  or  not?  If  they  come  in  here  and 
say  they  are  in  favor  of  it,  I  shall  most  gladly  vote 
for  the  order. 

President  McGRATH — Does  the  councilor  wish 
to  answer  the  question? 

Coun.  HEIN— Yes,  Mr.  President.  Mr.  Presi- 
dent, in  regard  to  this  matter 

Coun.  DOWD-Mr.  President,  I  believe  I  still 
have  the  floor.  He  said  "Yes."  Then,  why  did 
you  vote  against  assigning  the  matter  to  the  next 
meeting?  I  move  now  that  it  be  assigned  to  the 
next  meeting. 

President  McGRATH — The  motion  is  out  of 
order,  because  we  have  just  voted  on  it. 

Coun.  CURTIS— Mr.  President,  I  would  like  to 
ask  whether  this  is  the  sort  of  order  that  will  re- 
quire action  at  two  meetings,  or  will  action  today 
be  final? 

President  McGRATH — It  requires  two  meetings, 
fourteen  days  apart. 

Coun.  KELLY — Mr.  President,  I  make  a  motion 
to  lay  this  particular  matter  on  the  table. 

Coun.  Kelly's  motion  was  declared  lost.  Coun. 
KELLY  doubted  the  vote  and  asked  for  the  yeas 
and  nays. 

The  clerk  called  the  roll,  and  the  motion  to  lay 
on  the  table  was  lost,  yeas  4,  nays  17: 

Yeas — Coun.  Curtis,  Dowd,  Kelly,  Norton— 4. 

Nays — Coun.  Bush.  Cox,  Donovan,  Englert, 
Fish,  Fitzgerald,  Gallagher,  Gleason,  Green,  Hein, 
Lynch,  Mahoney,  McGrath,  Murray,  Power, 
Ruby,  Wilson— 17. 

The  question  came  on  the  passage  of  the  order. 

Coun.  BUSH — Mr.  President,  when  the  request 
was  made  by  one  of  the  councilors  that  this  be 
assigned  to  the  next  meeting  to  give  him  a  chance 
to  obtain  further  information  relative  to  the  matter, 
I  voted  in  favor  of  that,  because  I  felt  that  any  man 
who  wanted  a  chance  to  obtain  information  about 
such  a  matter  should  be  given  an  opportunity  to 
do  so  by  this  Council.  But  I  have  refused  to  vote 
for  an  indefinite  laying  of  the  matter  on  the  table. 
It  now  transpires  that  this  order  has  been  in  the 
hands  of  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands  for  a 
period  of  almost  a  year.  I  know  that  when  it  first 
came  into  the  Council  it  came  with  a.  proposed 
upset  price  of  $100,000,  but  the  Public  Lands 
Committee,  after  an  investigation  and  public 
hearing,  raised  that  price  to  $200,000.  Whether  or 
not  the  councilor  from  Brighton  was  against  or  for 
this  at  some  previous  time,  I  know  nothing  about, 
but  I  do  know  that  the  councilor  from  the  district 
where  this  is  is  the  one  who  is  going  to  bear  the 
brunt  of  the  responsibility  for  this  being  sold  or 
not.  It  is  in  his  district  and  he  has  had  the  oppor- 
tunity of  making  investigations  far  better  than  the 
rest  of  us.  If  he  after  investigation  has  deter- 
mined that  the  opposition  which  has  come  as  a 
result  of  the  order  in  the  past  is  not  the  type  of 
opposition  to  which  he  should  pay  attention,  or  a 
type  of  opposition  resulting  from  some  selfish 
motive,  or  opposition  that  merely  comes  from  a 
small  locality  and  not  representing  the  majority  of 
the  district,  that  is  for  him  to  determine.  I  think 
the  rest  of  us  can  be  guided  a  good  deal  by  the 
councilor  in  matters  affecting  his  district,  the 
district  where  that  man  lives,  and  I  feel  that  I 
should  be  guided  by  his  opinion  in  the  matter. 

The  order  was  given  its  first  reading  and  pas- 
sage, yeas  16,  nays  5: 

Yeas — Coun.  Bush,  Cox,  Donovan,  Englert, 
Fish,  Gallagher,  Gleason,  Green,  Hein,  Lynch, 
Mahoney,  McGrath,  Murray,  Power,  Ruby, 
Wilson — 16. 

Nays — Coun.  Curtis,  Dowd,  Fitzgerald,  Kelly, 
Norton — 5. 


REPORT  OF  COMMITTEE  ON  JITNEY 
LICENSES. 

Coun.  MURRAY,  for  the  Committee  on  Jitney 
Licenses,  submitted  the  following: 

1.  Report  on  petition  (referred  February  10) 
of  Eastern  Massachusetts  Street  Railway  Com- 
pany to  operate  motor  vehicles  on  Washington 
street,  from  the  Dedham-Bostou  line  to  the  Forest 
Hills  Station  of  the  Boston  Elevated  —  that 
petitioner  have  leave  to  withdraw. 

The  question  came  on  the  acceptance  of  the 
report. 

Coun.  NORTON— Mr.  President,  I  feel  that  the 


Eastern  Massachusetts  Street  Railway  Company, 
in  the  matter  of  the  proposed  route  along  Wash- 
ington street  from  the  Dedham  line  to  the  Forest 
Hills  Station  of  the  Boston  Elevated,  should  be 
granted  the  privilege  asked  for.  1  understand 
that  the  Boston  Elevated  Railway  has  acquiesced 
in  that  demand.  I  don't  find  any  objection  to  it, 
except  from  the  standpoint  that  there  would  be 
congestion  on  an  already  congested  street.  It 
does  seem  to  me,  however,  that  it  is  important 
to  give  an  opportunity  for  people  outside  of  Boston 
to  get  in  and  out  of  it,  that  it  is  to  the  business 
interests  of, Boston  that  they  should  do  so.  I 
believe  it  is  our  duty  to  accelerate  the  movement 
of  people  to  and  from  Boston. 

Coun.  MURRAY — Mr.  President,  might  I  say 
that  there  is  a  remonstrance  against  this  petition, 
signed  by  fifteen  hundred  people  who  live  on 
Washington  street,  and  also  objection  by  some  of 
the  improvement  associations  out  there,  ard  I 
believe  a  federated  association  comprising  five 
associations  is  against  it.  This  company  wants  to 
have  its  buses  come  and  make  a  turn  around  the 
Elevated  Station  and  up  by  the  side  of  Forest 
Hills.  While  that  turn  is  being  made  by  these 
buses  it  will  be  a  menace  to  the  residents  of  the 
district  and  there  will  be  no  opportunity  for  other 
vehicles  to  pass.'  There  are  a  great  many  three- 
family  houses  in  the  district,  the  residents  of  which 
find  great  difficulty  in  crossing  the  street  at  the 
present  time,  and  they  will  be  absolutely  unable 
to  cross  the  street  with  any  safety  whatever  if 
this  petition  is  allowed.  The  people  living  out 
there  are  opposed  to  this  sort  of  thing,  and  i  am 
against  it  as  representing  that  district. 

Coun.  ENGLERT— Mr.  President,  I  hope  the 
Council  will  accept  the  committee's  report,  be- 
cause I  think  the  condition  there,  which  has  al- 
ready been  explained  by  Coun.  Murray,  needs  no 
further  explanation  to  this  Council  on  my  part. 
Some  time  ago  we  were  up  before  the  Traffic  Com- 
missioner in  regard  to  parking  along  the  right- 
hand  side,  the  out-bound  side  of  Forest  Hills 
Station,  and  the  commissioner  agreed,  traffic 
conditions  having  been  so  bad  out  there,  that 
there  should  be  no  parking.  1  hope  the  Councjl 
will  vote  to  keep  out  these  buses,  especially  in 
the  neighborhood  of  Forest  Hills. 

Coun.  CURTIS— Mr.  President,  it  seems  to 
me  a  grave  question  whether  this  body  should 
refuse  to  allow  the  Eastern  Massachusetts  Street 
Railway  Company  to  run  a  bus  line  as  requested. 
It  is  all  very  well  to  say  that  the  big  corporations 
want  to  make  use  of  the  streets  which  have  been 
built  for  our  benefit,  but  we  should  all  recognize 
the  fact  that  this  corporation,  like  the  Boston 
Elevated,  is  practically  being  run  by  the  people.  \ 
In  taking  this  proposed  action  we  are  refusing  the 
petition  of  a  company  run  by  the  people  of  the 
state.  The  Boston  Elevated  is  in  the  same  posi- 
tion. The  Eastern  Massachusetts  is  run  by  a 
board  of  public  trustees,  under  an  act  of  the 
Legislature  of  1918,  by  officials  appointed  by  the 
state;  so  it  is  being  run  for  the  benefit  of  the 
people  and  not  by  a  private  corporation.  People 
talk  a  good  deal  about  congestion  of  the  streets  by 
such  a  use  as  is  here  proposed.  I  would  like  to 
ask  my  colleague  who  has  a  better  right  to  use 
the  streets  than  a  bus  which  is  carrying  not  one 
person  but  a  number  of  people,  all  being  carried 
in  one  vehicle,  and  to  that  extent  minimizing 
congestion.  \  believe  we  should  give  the  buses 
and  the  car  riders  the  right  of  way,  and  keep  out 
some  of  the  automobiles  that  clutter  up  our  roads, 
many  of  them  carrying  but  one  or  two  people, 
They  are  the  vehicles  that  really  cause  the  con- 
gestion. 1  say  that  it  is  a  mistake  to  try  to  shut 
down  on  this  useful  means  of  communication  to 
and  from  our  city.  It  seems  to  me  in  doing  so  we 
are  standing  in  the  way  of  progress.  When  you 
go  to  other  big  cities  you  see  that  they  find  it 
possible  to  allow  buses  the  right  of  way  in  pref- 
erence to  other  vehicles.  When  you  go  to  New 
York  just  take  time  and  look  around,  and  you 
will  find  that  the  buses  are  -an  extremely  impor- 
tant convenience  to  the  people.  It  is  the  same  in 
foreign  cities.  In  London  the  buses  run  every 
where  through  the  streets.  They  are  a  greut  con- 
venience, and  I  think  this  bus  line  would  be  a 
great  convenience  and  in  the  interest  of  the  people. 
I  think  it  is  a  great  mistake  to  refuse  a  service 
for  what  [  believe  are  necessary  lines  of  this  kind. 

Coun.  COX—  Mr.  President,  1  would  ask  of  the 
councilor  from  Hyde  Park  (Coun.  Norton)  and  the 
councilor  from  the  Hack  Bay  i(',,iiii  Curtis) 
what  rights  people  outside  of  Boston  have  as 
against  the  rights  of  our  own  citizens  in  matters 
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of  this  kind.  I  feel  that  our  first  obligation  is  to 
the  people  of  Boston,  that  the  obligation  of  this 
Council  is  to  the  people  of  Boston.  I  am  opposed 
to  the  granting  of  this  permit  for  this  reason.  The 
street  on  the  right-hand  side  of  the  Forest  Hills 
Station  going  out  is  no  wider  than  20  or  35  feet. 
There  is  in  existence  there  at  the  present  time  a 
taxicab  permit,  and  two  or  three  taxicabs  stand 
right  exactly  where  these  proposed  buses  would 
stand,  or  opposite  the  bus  stand.  With  the 
taxicab  in  line  and  the  buses  of  the  Eastern  Massa- 
chusetts Street  Railway  in  line  on  this  street, 
anyone  desiring  to  go  to  parts  of  Ward  18,  Ward  19 
or  Ward  20  would  have  to  wait  until  the  people 
from  the  outside  sections  were  driven  away  in  the 
buses.  In  addition  to  that,  speaking  of  the  Eastern 
Massachusetts  Company  serving  the  public,  1 
have  in  mind  the  abandoned  section  of  the  Eastern 
Massachusetts  running  from  Centre  and  Spring 
streets  to  Washington  street,  where  they  allowed 
their  car  tracks  to  lie  there  in  a  dangerous  con- 
dition for  years,  until  last  year,  under  the  present 
administration,  when  the  Mayor  saw  fit  to  order 
them  pulled  out  on  the  Boston  side.  The  Eastern 
Massachusetts,  to  my  knowledge,  came  to  the  City 
of  Boston  and  received  a  permit  at  the  hands  of 
our  city,  and  when  the  line  was  no  longer  of  use  to 
them  they  left  the  tracks  there,  leaving  that  part 
of  the  City  of  Boston  in  that  condition.  Asa 
councilor  representing  the  City  of  Boston,  I  am 
interested  in  the  welfare  of  Boston.  I  am  inter- 
ested in  its  business  welfare  and  1  am  interested  in 
people  coming  into  the  city.  But  I  am  not  inter- 
ested in  bringing  in  the  buses  of  the  Eastern  Massa- 
chusetts Street  Railway  in  such  a  way  as  would 
be  a  detriment  to  our  own  people.  A  remark 
has  been  made  to  the  effect  that  the  Boston  Ele- 
vated is  agreeable  to  this.  Well,  if  the  Boston 
Elevated  is  agreeable  to  this,  it  can  agree  to  allow 
the  Eastern  Massachusetts  buses  to  run  into  the 
Forest  Hills  terminal,  not  blocking  up  this  narrow- 
road.  I  would  favor  that  proposition.  But  I 
will  not  vote  for  what  is  now  proposed  until  the 
present  road  is  widened,  and  that  cannot  be  done 
without  encroaching  on  the  in-bound  tracks  of  the 
New  Haven  Road.  Therefore,  while  this  spot  is 
not  in  my  ward,  let  me  say  that  it  affects  the 
people  of  my  ward.  It  affects  transportation  to 
their  homes.  This  spot  is  congested  now,  and 
until  such  time  as  that  condition  is  remedied,  1 
shall  oppose  the  coining  in  of  the  buses  of  the 
Eastern  Massachusetts  Street  Railway. 

Coun.  MURRAY— Mr.  President,  after  listen- 
ing to  the  remarks  of  the  councilor  from  the  Back 
Bay  (Coun.  Curtis)  I  want  to  tell  him  that  on 
Washington  street,  in  my  district,  there  are  three 
hundred  or  four  hundred  three-family  houses,  and 
in  twenty  of  those  three-family  houses  there  are 
more  children  than  can  be  found  in  the  whole  of 
his  district.  I  want  to  protect  the  youth  of  our 
city.  Washington  street  is  not  wider  than  torty 
or  fifty  feet,  and  is  now  called  "Suicide  Street," 
because  last  year  eight  or  ten  were  killed  there 
and  many  were  maimed.  There  are  more  children 
on  a  short  stretch  of  that  street  than  there  are  in 
the  whole  Back  Bav,  Wards  4  and  5. 

Coun.  NORTON— Mr.  President,  let  me  say  in 
regard  to  this  proposed  bus  permit  that  Ward  IS 
runs  from  the  Dedham  line  to  Poplar  street  and 
that  we  have  along  that  part  of  the  line  covered 
by  the  buses  a  quarter  of  the  votes  of  Ward  IS. 
1  am  rather  at  a  loss  to  understand  the  attitude 
that  has  been  expressed  on  the  floor  in  regard  to 
this  matter.  Don't  we  want  people  to  come  into 
Boston?  Of  course  we  do.  Of  course  we  want  to 
do  what  we  can  for  the  business  of  our  city.  Look 
out  that  window  and  see  what  has  happened  in  the 
last  decade.  I  am  familiar  with  that  Forest  Hills 
section,  and  the  defeat  of  this  petition  will  be  of  no 
help  to  the  people  of  that  section,  and  will  be  a 
great  detriment  to  a  large  number  of  our  citizens 
and  to  people  anxious  to  get  into  this  town  to  do 
business  .An  appeal  is  made  for  the  children 
along  Washington  street.  As  a  matter  of  fact, 
everybody  runs  along  that  street  at  the  present 
time,  and  there  would  be  much  less  menace  from 
these  buses  than  there  is  from  many  of  the  vehicles 
that  are  traversing  it.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  by 
defeating  this  petition,  you  are  taking  action 
against  the  interest  of  the  people  who  want  to 
come  in  from  the  Dedham  line  and  who  are  now 
compelled  to  make  three  changes  instead  of  one. 
Instead  of  trying  to  help  these  people,  you  are 
placing  every  possible  barrier  in  their  way.  The 
road  today  is  practically  in  bankruptcy  and  in- 
stead of  helping  them  to  serve  the  public  you  are 
doing  what  you  can  to  put  the  road  out  of  business. 


As  a  matter  of  fact,  the  children  are  much  more 
menaced  by  other  vehicles.  That  is  a  far-fetched 
argument. 

The  report  was  declared  accepted.  Coun. 
NORTON  doubted  the  vote  and  asked  for  the 
yeas  and  nays. 

The  report  was  accepted,  and  the  petitioner  was 
given  leave  to  withdraw,  by  roll  call,  yeas  11, 
nays  3. 

Yeas — Coun.  Cox,  Englert,  Gleason,  Green, 
Hein,  Kelly,  Lynch,  Mahoney,  McGrath,  Murray, 
Power — 11. 

Nays — Coun.  Curtis,  Dowd,  Norton — 3. 

2.  Report  on  petition  of  Eastern  Massachusetts 
Street  Railway  Company  (referred  August  18, 
1930)  for  license  to  operate  motor  vehicles  from 
Pierce  square  and  Ashmont  Station.  Route: 
Dorchester  avenue  between  Pierce  square  and 
Ashmont  Station.  Stopping  Places:  No  stops  to 
be  made  in  competition  with  Boston  Elevated 
between  Pierce  square  and  Ashmont  Station — 
recommending  that  petitioner  have  leave  to 
withdraw. 

Coun.  NORTON — Mr.  President,  we  are  asking 
the  Eastern  Massachusetts  to  go  seven  miles  out 
of  their  way  in  refusing  this  petition  to  go  direct 
from  Pierce  square  to  Ashmont  Station.  I  am 
not  interested  in  the  Eastern  Massachusetts 
Street  Railway.  I  am  only  interested  in  fair 
play,  and  I  don't  know  a  legitimate  reason  in  the 
world,  except  one,  why  we  should  demand  that 
this  road  continue  doing  what  it  is  doing  at  the 
present  time.  Is  there  such  a  thing  as  fairness 
here?  Here  is  Pierce  square;  over  there  are  the 
chocolate  mills;  here  is  Ashmont  Station.  We 
demand  that  the  buses  run  six  and  one  half  or 
seven  miles  additional  on  their  route  from  Brock- 
ton. That  means  a  yearly  expenditure  of  S7.500 
for  gasolene  alone.  All  they  ask  is  to  be  given  a 
straight  route  to  Ashmont  Station.  To  do  what? 
To  dump  there  passengers  coming,  into  Boston. 
Don't  we  want  people  brought  into  this  city? 
What  reason  in  the  world  is  there  why  we  should 
expect  the  Eastern  Massachusetts  to  go  around 
on  this  circuitous  route?  Are  we  to  add  to  the 
ilitliculties  that  the  Eastern  Massachusetts  have 
had  in  running  the  road?  Bonds  worth  §19.000.000 
or  S20.000.000,  owned  by  people  in  Boston, 
savings  banks,  insurance  companies  and  others, 
have  gone  down  to  S4.000.000.  and  the  value  of 
the  stock  has  gone  from  about  $20,000,000  down 
to  S700.000  or  $800,000.  There  is  no  legitimate 
reason  for  refusing  this  petition,  no  reason  why 
the  Eastern  Massachusetts  should  not  be  allowed 
to  take  this  straight  route  to  the  Ashmont  Station. 
1  won  my  contest  for  this  body  on  my  stand  on 
Sunday  baseball.  I  believe  we  should  encourage 
tilings  which  are  going  to  bring  money  into  this 
city.  I  believe  action  which  will  result  in  the 
development  of  property  values  and  in  bringing 
money  into  our  city  should  be  encouraged.  Let 
us  encourage  people  to  come  into  the  City  of  Bos- 
ton, and  let  us,  instead  of  compelling  a  road  that 
is  practically  bankrupt  to  spend  an  additional 
S7.500  for  gasolene,  give  them  an  opportunity  to 
take  a  route  which  will  mean  an  important  saving 
to  them  and  a  great  benefit  to  our  city.  There  is 
no  reason  why  they  should  not  be  allowed  to  take 
this  straight  route  from  Pierce  square  to  Ashmont 
Station,  along  Dorchester  avenue,  taking  on  and 
letting  off  passengers  at  Ashmont  Station.  The 
Boston  Chamber  of  Commerce  favors  it,  the 
Boston  Real  Estate  Exchange  favors  it.  and  there 
is  no  argument  against  it.  Mr.  President. 

Coun.  MURRAY— Mr.  President.  I  have 
listened  with  great  attention  to  the  councilor 
from  Ward  IS  (Coun.  Norton).  Particularly 
when  he  tells  me  that  he  won  his  fight  on  the 
baseball  issue.  Well,  the  Committee  on  Jitneys 
reported  this  out  about  a  year  ago,  ought  to  pass, 
and  my  colleague  was  then  against  it.  I  don't 
know — perhaps  it  might  be  a  scandal  — why  he 
has  changed  his  mind  today  as  compared  with  that 
time. 

Coun.  NORTON— Mr.  President.  I  rise  to  a 
point  of  order.  At  that  time  I  voted  on  recon- 
sideration, and  a  colleague  from  Roxbury  asked 
that  more  time  be  given  for  study.  I  am  per- 
fectly willing  to  give  a  month's  time  for  that 
purpose,  but  not  eight  or  nine  months. 

Coun.  MURRAY — Mr.  President,  we  had  a 
meeting  last  week.  Councilor  Norton  was  invited 
to  be  present.  An  invitation  was  sent  to  him. 
But  when  the  time  for  the  meeting  arrived  he 
was  not  there.  If  he  was  so  much  interested  in 
the  matter,  why  did  he  not  attend  the  meeting? 
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True,  lie  might  have  had  other  business,  but  that 
courtesy  was  extended  to  him. 

Coun.  COX — Mr.  President,  I  have  listened  to 
the  gentleman's  reference  to  the  stock  of  the 
Eastern  Massachusetts  Street  Railway  Company, 
and  I  would  like  to  ask  if  the  granting  of  this 
petition  will  increase  the  value  of  the  Eastern 
Massachusetts  stock? 

Coun.  NORTON— Mr.  President,  I  am  glad  to 
answer  the  question  whether  or  not  it  will  increase 
the  value  of  the  stock.  I  am  not  so  much 
interested  in  that  question.  The'  stock  has 
gone  down  tremendously,  due  to  the  transition 
and  change  that  has  taken  place  in  the  entire 
system  of  electric  street  railways  in  America. 
I  merely  cited  the  tremendous  diminution  in  the 
value  of  the  stock  of  the  Eastern  Massachusetts  to 
show  the  extraordinary  condition  the  road  is  in, 
and  to  show  that  we  should  not  ask  them  to  spend 
$7,500  extra  for  gasolene.  But  the  colleague  from 
an  adjoining  ward  immediately  places  a  different 
emphasis  on  my  remarks.  I  merely  stated  that 
the  Eastern  Massachusetts  bonds,  formerly  worth 
$20,000,000,  and  owned  by  many  old  people  in 
Boston,  and  by  savings  banks  and  insurance  com- 
panies, have  gone  down  to  about  $4,000,000  in 
value,  while  the  stock  has  gone  down  to  about 
$800,000.  I  brought  that  out  simply  to  show  the 
importance  of  eliminating  this  extra  charge  on  the 
road  for  gasolene  because  of  the  present  circuitous 
route—  a  route  which  will  not  only  help  the  road 
financially  but  will  be  of  great  benefit  to  a  great 
many  people  coming  into  Boston.  Why  should 
we  not  help  the  roads  financially  in  this  way  so 
that  they  will  be  enabled  to  bring  in  people  from 
Stoughton,  Randolph  and  other  places,  people  who 
wish  to  come  here  and  do  business,  and  who  will 
bring  money  into  this  city? 

Coun.  CURTIS — Mr.  President,  it  seems  to  me 
that  the  buses  represent  the  most  modern,  most 
comfortable ,  and  best  method  of  transportation 
that  has  yet  been  devised,  and  I  think  if  we  make 
it  difficult  to  have  such  transportation  for  the 
people  of  the  city  we  are  making  a  big  mistake. 
If  the  taxicab  stands  that  have  been  referred  to, 
in  the  vicinity  of  the  Forest  Hills  Station,  stand 
in  the  way,  let  the  permits  for  those  taxicab 
stands  be  revoked,  and  let  the  people  who  cannot 
afford  to  ride  in  taxicabs  have  a  break,  having 
bus  lines  that  will  take  them  to  and  from  their  work. 
Coun.  COX — Mr.  President,  it  has  been  sug- 
gested here  that  the  Boston'  Elevated  is  in  favor 
of  the  Eastern  Massachusetts  coming  in.  Now, 
the  Boston  Elevated  Railway  owns  a  large  term- 
inal that  they  run  their  buses  and  cars  into-  The 
cars  coming  down  Morton  street  and  over  Centre 
street  and  Belgrade  avenue  enter  the  terminal  of 
the  Boston  Elevated  Railway,  which  covers  a 
very  large  space.  If  the  Boston  Elevated  Rail- 
way is  so  much  interested  in  the  Eastern  Massa- 
chusetts running  express  buses  from  Dedham  to 
its  terminal,  let  the  Elevated  allow  the  Eastern 
Massachusetts  to  run  its  cars  into  this  terminal, 
where  they  will  have  plenty  of  room.  That  is 
my  answer  to  that.  So  far  as  the  taxicab  stand  is 
concerned,  that  serves  a  very  good  purpose,  be- 
cause many  a  time  you  get  out  there  after  the 
last  car  has  gone,  dr  have  to  wait  a  long  time  for 
a  car,  and  the  taxicab  affords  a  mighty  convenient 
service.  In  my  opinion,  there  is  no  reason  why 
the  Eastern  Massachusetts  could  not  run  into  the 
Elevated  terminal.  In  addition  to  that,  if  the 
Boston  Elevated  Railway  is  so  much  interested  in 
the  Eastern  Massachusetts  coming  in  there,  there 
is  no  reason  why  it  cannot  allow  the  Eastern 
Massachusetts  buses  to  run  in  on  the  lower  level 
of  the  Forest  Hills  Station.  They  now  run  street 
cars  there,  but  there  is  no  reason  why  buses  can- 
not run  in  there.  But  it  is  not  necessary  to  bring 
people  in  from  the  outlying  section,  Dedham  and 
other  places,  through  that  narrow  lane.  In  con- 
nection with  the  Ashmont  proposition,  1  admit 
that  I  am  not  sufficiently  familiar  with  that,  but 
I  would  like  to  know  whether  or  not  at  the  Walter 
Baker  chocolate  mills  the  Boston  Elevated  Rail- 
way does  not  run  cars  out  there,  and  whether  it 
would  not  be  possible  for  the  passengers  to  transfer 
at  the  chocolate  mills  to  the  Eastern  Massachu- 
setts terminal. 

Coun.  NORTON— They  do  now. 
Coun.  COX — Under  those  conditions  I  see  no 
crying  need  for  the  granting  of  this  petition,  or 
any  ground  for  the  claim  that  in  refusing  it"  we 
are  preventing  a  great  number  of  people  from 
coming  in  to  the  City  of  Boston.  In  the  first 
place,  most  of  the  people  living  out  there  are 
employed  in  the  City  of  Boston  and  must  neces- 


sarily go  back  and  forth.  They  get  their  liveli- 
hood here  and  live  out  there,  many  of  them  pay- 
ing their  taxes  outside. 

Coun.  NORTON— Mr.  President,  the  colleague 
is  in  error  in  regard  to  the  situation  out  there. 
At  the  present  time  there  is  no  way  for  the  East- 
ern Massachusetts  to  run  its  buses  from  Pierce 
square  direct  to  Ashmont.  The  buses  are  obliged 
to  take  a  circuitous  route,  by  way  of  Rockland  and 
Randolph,  going  from  Pierce  square  over  to  the 
chocolate  mills.  That,  as  you  see,  makes  a  very 
circuitous  route  and  means  a  serious  loss  to  the 
road.  My  main  argument  is  the  fact  that  we  are 
making  this  road  spend  $7,500  a  year  because  of 
that  fact,  through  not  allowing  them  to  run  direct 
from  Pierce  square  to  the  Ashmont  Station,  when 
otherwise  it  would  be  possible  to  go  directly 
through  to  the  Ashmont  Station. 

Coun.  WILSON — Mr.  President,  I  apologize 
or  being  absent,  but  1  would  like  to  say  that  I 
understand  this  petition  has  nothing  to  do  with 
the  Dedham  line,  that  that  particular  petition  is 
not  in.  But  I  would  say  that  I  attended  the 
meeting  of  the  committee  and  listened  to  the  un- 
fortunate people  living  in  the  outlying  sections 
who  wish  to  come  in  by  way  of  the  Eastern  Massa- 
chusetts from  the  Dedham  line,  and  it  seemed  to 
me  that  the  petition  should  be  granted. 

The  report  was  accepted.  Coun.  NORTON 
doubted  the  vote  and  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays. 

The  report  was  accepted  by  roll  call,  yeas  10, 
nays  .3: 

Yeas — Coun.     Cox,    Englert,     Gleason,     Kelly, 
Lynch,     Mahoney,     McGrath,     Murray,     Power, 
Ruby— 10. 
.  Nays — Coun.  Curtis,  Norton,  Wilson — 3. 

3.  Report  on  petition  of  Pierce  Coach  Lines, 
Inc.  (referred  March  30) ,  to  operate  motor  vehicles 
as  follows:  Boston,  Park  Square,  corner  Broadway 
and  Eliot  street;  Providence,  No.  I,  Fountain 
street.  Route:  Boston  to  Providence.  North- 
bound: Beginning  at  the  Boston  and  Dedham  line 
on  Washington  street  to  Forest  Hills,  Egleston 
square,  thence  over  Columbus  avenue  to  Stuart 
street,  over  Stuart  street  to  Broadway,  on  Broad- 
way to  Eliot  street  terminal.  Southbound: 
From  Broadway  over  Columbus  avenue  to  Wash- 
ington street,  thence  over  Washington  street  to 
Dedham  line.  Stopping  places:  At  Park  square, 
Egleston  square,  Forest  Hills  and  Grove  street — 
recommending  that  petitioner  have  leave  to  with- 
draw. 

Coun.  NORTON — Is  the  Pierce  Bus  Company 
allowed  to  pick  up  passengers  in  Boston? 

President  McGRATH — The  petition  says  that 
no  passengers  will  be  let  off  in  the  city  limits  and 
no  passengers  will  be  taken  on  in  the  city  limits 

Coun.  NORTON— How  do  they  get  on? 

President  McGRATH— Get  on  at  Park  square. 

Coun.  NORTON— Where  do  thev  go  to? 

President  McGRATH— To  the  Dedham  line, 
into  Dedham. 

Coun.  COX — Is  the  route  outlined  there? 

President  McGRATH— The  clerk  will  read  the 
route  as  outlined. 

The  CLERK — "Boston,  Park  square,  corner 
Broadway  and  Eliot  street;  Providence,  No.  1, 
Fountain  street.  Route:  Boston  to  Providence. 
Northbound:  Beginning  at  the  Boston  and  Ded- 
ham line  on  Washington  street  to  Forest  Hills, 
Egleston  square,  thence  over  Columbus  avenue  to 
Stuart  street,  over  Stuart  street  to  Broadway,  on 
Broadway  to  Eliot  street  terminus.  Southbound: 
From  Broadway  over  Columbus  avenue  to  Wash- 
ington street,  thence  over  Washington  street  to 
Dedham  line.  Stopping  places:  At  Park  square, 
Egleston  square.  Forest  Hills  and  Grove  street." 

Coun.  NORTON— Mr.  President,  I  would  like 
to  ask  the  chairman  of  the  committee  to  state  in  a 
few  words  what  the  reason  was  for  reporting 
against  that  permit? 

Coun.  MURRAY — Mr.  President,  the  reason  is 
the  same  as  in  the  previous  cases — the  congestion 
at  Forest  Hills  and  on  Washington  street.  They 
have  the  Pierce  Bus  line  now  for  Providence, 
interstate,  and  have  no  license  in  the  state.  They 
run  one  now  and  want  to  run  another.  The 
petition  is  against  the  sentiment  of  the  people  of 
that  section. 

Coun.  NORTON  We  would  be  tickled  to  death, 
Mr.  President,  to  get  this  bus  line  on  Hyde  Park 
avenue.  I  woidd  like  to  ask,  if  it  were  on  Hyde 
Park  avenue  if  the  committee  would  approve  of 
that? 

Coun.  MURRAY — I  would  have  to  wait  and 
talk  to  the  people  of  my  district,  because  it  would 
still  come  into  the  Forest  Hills  district. 
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The  report  was  declared  accepted.  Coun. 
NORTON  doubted  the  vote  and  asked  for  the  yeas 
and  nays. 

The  roll  was  called  and  the  report  was  accepted, 
yeas  13,  nays  2: 

Yeas — Coun.  Cox,  Englert,  Dowd,  Green. 
Gleason,  Kelly,  Lynch,  Manoney,  McGrath, 
Murray,  Power,  Ruby,  Wilson — 13. 

Nays — Coun.  Curtis,  Norton — 2. 

Coun.  GREEN — Mr.  President,  I  would  like  to 
ask  unanimous  consent  to  make  a  statement — in 
connection  with  my  vote. 

President  McGRATH — If  there  is  no  objection, 
the  gentleman  may  do  so. 

Coun.  GREEN — Mr.  President,  I  have  been  in 
both  branches  of  the  Legislature  and  a  member  of 
the  Boston  City  Council  for  some  years,  and  I 
have  never  yet  voted  to  override  a  committee's 
report.  I  have  an  open  mind  on  this  proposition, 
but  I  am  going  to  vote  with  the  committee. 


CONSTABLE  JOHN  T.  KELLY  CONFIRMED. 

On  motion  of  Coun.  WILSON,  the  Council 
took  up  from  No.  9  on  the  calendar,  under  un- 
finished business,  action  on  appointments  sub- 
mitted by  the  Mayor  August  17,  1931,  of  John  T. 
Kelly,  to  be  a  constable. 

The  question  came  on  confirmation.  Committee 
to  receive,  sort  and  count  ballots,  Coun.  Cox  and 
Green.  Whole  number  of  ballots  13,  yeas  13,  and 
the  appointment  was  confirmed. 


CONSTABLES  —  INDEFINITE     POSTPONE- 
MENT. 

Coun.  WILSON — Mr.  President,  in  view  of  the 
action  which  has  been  taken  restricting  the  num- 
ber of  constables,  inasmuch  as  the  number  has 
been  reached  already,  1  understand,  1  move  that 
we  take  up  Nos.  2,  3,  4,  5,  6,  7,  8  and  9  on  the 
calendar,  under  unfinished  business,  and  I  would 
move  indefinite  postponement. 

Nos.  2  to  9  on  the  calendar,  under  unfinished 
business,  were  as  follows: 

2.  Action  on  appointments  submitted  by  the 
Mayor  April  6,  1931,  of  the  following-named 
persons  to  be  constables,  viz.:  Isadore  Baitler, 
Francis  P.  Byrne,  Daniel  P.  Carey,  Joseph  A. 
Cieri,  Samuel  L.  Cohen,  Leon  Cominsky,  Joseph 
I.  Cotter,  Peter  C.  Foy,  Harris  Friedberg,  Harry 
Galer,  Jeremiah  F.  Gallagher,  George  L.  Gilbert, 
Henry  J.  Gilmore,  Arthur  Glass,  Samuel  Gold- 
meer,  Robert  H.  Homans,  William  J.  Johnson, 
John  M.  Kelly,  James  S.  Kiernan,  James  E. O'Brien, 
William  H.  Powderly,  Bert  P.  Price,  Patrick 
J.  Restieri,  Timothy  Ryan,  John  P.  Shea,  George 
C.  Souther,  David  Tobey,  Joseph  M.  Weinberg, 
Abraham  I.  Weiss. 

3.  Action  on  appointment  submitted  by  the 
Mayor  April  13,  1931,  of  David  J.  Cohen,  to  be  a 
constable. 

4.  Action  on  appointment  submitted  by  the 
Mayor  April  27,  1931,  of  Michael  S.  Manning,  to 
be  a  constable. 

5.  Action  on  appointments  submitted  by  the 
Mayor  May  4,  1931,  of  the  following-named 
persons  to  be  constables:  Manuel  Brackman, 
John  A.  Pulsinelli. 

6.  Action  on  appointment  submitted  by  the 
Mayor  June  15,  1931,  of  Thomas  J.  McCabe,  to  be 
a  constable. 

7.  Action  on  appointment  submitted  by  the 
Mayor  June  29,  1931,  of  Nathan  Shapiro,  to  be 
a  constable. 

8.  Action  on  appointment  submitted  by  the 
Mayor  July  13,  1931,  of  Harry  Liebman,  to  be 
a  constable. 

9.  Action  on  appointments  submitted  by  the 
Mayor  August  17,  1931,  of  John  T.  Kelly  and 
James  J.  McKiernan,  to  be  constables. 

Coun.  Wilson's  motion,  to  indefinitely  postpone, 
was  carried. 


PUBLIC  HEARING   ON  BRIGHTON   LAND. 

Coun.  DOWD  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Executive  Committee  of  the 
City  Council  be  requested  to  give  a  public  hearing 
on  the  matter  of  the  sale  of  city-owned  land  on 
Chestnut  Hill  avenue,  Ward  21. 

President  McGRATH— The  order  will  be  re- 
ferred to  the  Executive  Committee. 


Coun.  DOWD—  Mr.  President,  I  am  afraid  it 
will  be  too  late  if  we  refer  that  to  the  Executive 
Committee. 

President  McGRATH — If  the  councilor  insists, 
a  motion  to  suspend  the  rule  could  be  made. 

Coun.  DOWD — When  is  the  next  meeting? 

President  McGRATH— The  next  meeting  will 
be  two  weeks  from  today. 

Coun.  DOWD— Then,  Mr.  President,  I  ask  a 
suspension  of  the  rule  for  this  reason.  The  last 
public  hearing  with  regard  to  the  Brighton  land 
was  held  fifteen  or  sixteen  months  ago.  The 
people  of  Brighton  who  appeared  at  that  time  did 
not  desire  the  land  to  be  sold.  I  am  perfectly 
willing  to  vote  to  sell  the  land  if  the  people  of 
Brighton  desire  it  sold,  but  I  am  of  the  opinion 
that  they  are  at  least  entitled  to  come  in  here  at  a 
public  hearing  and  voice  their  sentiments.  If  they 
desire  the  land  sold,  I  think  it  will  be  the  duty  of 
the  Council  to  approve  that  action,  but,  if  not,  I 
don't  see  why  we  should  sell  it.  Therefore,  I  ask 
a  suspension  of  the  rule  and  the  passage  of  the 
order  at  this  time. 

The  rule  was  declared  suspended  and  the  order 
passed. 

Coun.  LYNCH  doubted  the  vote  on  suspending 
the  rule,  and  asked  for  a  rising  vote.  The  Council 
stood  divided,  and  the  motion  to  suspend  the  rule 
was  lost. 

The  order  was  referred  to  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee. 


OPENING  OF  L  STREET  BATH  HOUSES. 
Coun.  LYNCH  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Park  Commission  be  re- 
quested, through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  open 
the  L  Street  Bath  Houses  at  six  o'clock  a.  m. 
throughout  the  year. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


IMPROVEMENT   OF   DEWEY    BEACH. 

Coun.  GREEN  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Park  Commission  be  re- 
quested, through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  con- 
sider and  report  to  the  City  Council  upon  the 
advisability  of  acquiring  the  property  adjacent 
to  Dewey  Beach,  Charlestown,  now  occupied  by 
Sweeney's  Wharf,  and  to  remove  the  present 
obsolete  buildings  and  dredge  and  improve  the 
beach  portion  of  this  property,  erecting  a  new, 
modern,  all-year  gymnasium  and  locker  building 
on  Medford  street,  fully  equipped,  and  building  a 
tunnel  to  connect  this  new  building  with  the 
beach. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


THE    NEXT   MEETING. 

Coun.  MAHONEY— Mr.  President,  I  move 
that  when  the  Council  adjourn  it  be  to  meet  in 
two  weeks. 

Coun.  DOWD — Mr.  President,  I  think,  owing 
to  the  work  the  Council  is  compelled  to  do  when 
we  adjourn  for  two  weeks,  we  should  meet  next 
week. 

Coun.  MURRAY— Mr.  President,  I  doubt  the 
presence  of  a  quorum  and  will  ask  for  a  roll  call. 

The  clerk  called  the  roll,  to  determine  the 
presence  of  a  quorum,  and  twelve  members 
responded  to  the  roll  call. 

President  McGRATH — Twelve  members  being 
present,  there  is  a  quorum  present. 

Coun.  DOWD — Mr.  President,  I  feel  that  we 
owe  something  to  the  people  who  have  elected  us. 
Due  to  the  sharp  parliamentary  procedure  that 
has  been  attempted  here,  we  have  been  coming 
into  this  Council  in  the  summer  months  every 
two  weeks.  I  know  of  no  reason  now  why  we 
should  not  meet  every  week  from  the  present 
time  on.  The  summer  season  is  over  and  we  are 
now  back  on  the  job.  I  move,  therefore,  that  we 
meet  next  Monday. 

Coun.  RUBY — Mr.  President.  I  have  no  objec- 
tion to  some  of  the  remarks  made  by  the  gentle- 
man from  Ward  8  (Coun.  Dowd)  but  I  do  believe 
in  a  matter  of  this  kind  some  deference  should  be 
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shown  to  your  humble  servant  and  to  Coun. 
Bush.  We  have  both  been  faithful  attendants  at 
the  meetings  of  this  body,  but  next  Monday  is  the 
Day  of  Atonement,  and  Coun.  Bush  and  myself 
cannot  be  here.  We  have  missed  very  few  meet- 
ings of  the  body,  but  we  cannot  be  here  at  that 
time. 

Coun.  DOWD — Mr.  President,  I  quite  agree 
with  the  councilor,  and  I  withdraw  my  motion. 

Coun.  Mahoney's  motion,  that  when  the 
Council  adjourn  it  be  to  September  28,  at  2  p.  m., 
was  carried. 


GYPSY-MOTH   PROBLEM. 

Coun.  NORTON  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Park  Commissioner  of  Boston 


be  instructed,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to 
take  steps  to  combat,  by  spraying,  the  gypsy-moth 
problem  that  has  again  risen  in  certain  parts  of 
Boston. 

Coun.  NORTON — Mr.  President,  we  are  again 
confronted  with  the  gypsy-moth  problem  at  the 
present  time,  the  power  to  deal  with  which  is 
vested  in  the  Park  Department.  Some  years  ago 
the  Park  Department  was  ordered  to  inspect  the 
infected  district.  The  time  has  now  come  when 
further  relief  is  needed. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 

Adjourned  at  5.18  p.  m.,  on  motion  of  Coun. 
MAHONEY,  to  meet  on  Monday,  September  28, 

at  2  p.m. 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceedings  of  City  Council. 


Monday,  September   28,  1931. 
Regular  meeting  of  the   City   Council  in   the 
Council  Chamber,  City  Hall,  at  2  p.m.,  President 
McGRATH  in  the  Chair.     Absent,  Coun.  Fish. 


EXECUTIVE   APPOINTMENTS. 

The  following  message  was  received  from  his 
Honor  the  Mayor: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  September  28,  1931. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — Subject  to  the  confirmation  of 
your  body,  I  appoint  as  Weigher  of  Coal,  for  the 
term  ending  April  30,  1932,  the  following:  Mary  G. 
Brooks,  2  Philbrick  street,  Roslindale;  Harry 
Smith,  4410  Washington  street,  Roslindale;  Bessie 
Zalon,  264  Norfolk  avenue,  Roxbury;  Arthur  H. 
Cox,  595  Lynn  street,  Maiden;  Edward  Cottam, 
8  Mulvey  street,  Mattapan;  John  J.  Mills,  287 
Atlantic  avenue,  city;  Frances  Goldberg,  14 
Abbotsford  street,  Roxbury;  Michael  J.  Prudente, 
1A  Ellery  street,  South  Boston. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.   Curley,  Mayor. 
Laid  over  a  week  under  the  law. 


EMPLOYMENT   OF   ALIENS   ON    CITY 
WORK. 

The  following  message  was  received  from  his 
Honor  the  Mayor: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  September  22,  1931. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — Replying  to  the  order  adopted  by 
your  honorable  body  dated  August  31  and  reading 
as  follows: 

"Ordered,   That   his   Honor   the   Mayor  be  re- 
quested   to    designate    appropriate   inspectors    to 
check  up  the  employment  of  aliens  on  city  work." 
I  beg  to  state  that  constables  have  been  assigned 
to  check  the  employment  of  aliens  upon  work  done, 
either  directly  or  indirectly  for  the  City  of  Boston. 
Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 
Placed  on  file. 


CELEBRATION  OF  FOUNDING  OF  BOSTON 
LATIN   SCHOOL. 

The  following  message  was  received  from  his 
Honor  the  Mayor 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  September  24,  1931. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  have  been  most  pleased  to  for- 
ward a  copy  of  the  order  adopted  by  your  honor- 
able body  under  date  of  August  31,  to  the  chair- 
man of  the  School  Committee,  and  reading  aB 
follows : 

"Ordered, — That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  re- 
quested to  initiate  appropriate  plans  for  the 
proper  celebration  in  1935  of  the  300th  anni- 
versary of  the  founding  of  the  Boston  Latin 
School,  most  especially  with  reference  to  the 
possible  construction  of  an  adequate  school 
building  properly  to  accommodate  the  pupils  of 
this  oldest  public  school  in  America." 

and  have  assured  him   of  my  entire  cooperation 
in  such  program  as  may  be  determined  upon. 
Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

Placed  on  file. 


ENLARGING   DEWEY   BEACH. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  September  28,  1931. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  herewith  transmit  to  you  report 
from  William  P.  Long,  chairman  of  the  Park 
Commission,  relative  to  your  request  for  an  esti- 
mate of  the  cost  to  enlarge  Dewey  Beach.  This 
is  in  reply  to  your  order  of  September  14,  1931. 
Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Park  Department,  September  16,  1931. 
Hon.  James  M.  Curley, 

Mayor  of  Boston. 
Dear  Sir, I  am  in  receipt  of  an  order  from  the 
City  Council  that  the  Park  Commission  report  on 
the  advisability  of  acquiring  property  adjacent 
to  Dewey  Beach,  Charlestown,  the  removal  of 
certain  oboslete  buildings,  etc. 

An  estimate  prepared  by  this  department 
shows  that  it  would  cost  $500,000  to  do  this  work. 
This  does  not  include  the  purchase  of  the  property 
adjacent  to  Dewey  Beach.  There  is  no  question 
but  what  Dewey  Beach  is  one  of  the  most  popular 
beaches  in  Charlestown  and  develops  a  wonderful 
lot  of  swimmers,  and  it  is  the  intention  of  the 
department  to  do  certain  work  there  before  the 
opening  of  the  season  in  1932. 

Very  respectfully  yours, 
William  P.  Long,  Chairman. 
Placed  on  file. 


GYPSY   MOTH  PROBLEM. 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  September  28,  1931. 
The  following  was  received: 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  herewith  transmit  to  you  report 
from  William  P.  Long,  chairman  of  the  Park  Com- 
mission, relative  to  your  request  to  take  steps  to 
combat  the  gypsy  moth  problem.  This  is  in 
reply  to  your  order  of  September  14, 1931. 
Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Park  Department,  September  17, 1931. 
Hon.  James  M.  Curley, 

Mayor  of  Boston. 
Dear  Sir, — I  am  in  receipt  of  an  order  from  the 
City  Council  that  the  Park  Commissioner  be  in- 
structed to  take  steps  to  combat,  by  spraying,  the 
gypsy  moth  problem  that  has  again  risen  in  certain 
parts  of  Boston. 

I  am  pleased  to  inform  you  that  there  is  no  in- 
festation of  gypsy  moth  in  Boston  that  warrants 
any  particular  attention.  All  estates  in  the  City 
of  Boston  are  inspected  yearly  by  expert  inspectors 
who  have  been  doing  this  work  for  years.  All 
places  infested  with  the  gypsy  brown  tail  or  Orien- 
tal moth  are  listed  and  cared  for  by  this  depart- 
ment unless  the  owner,  after  receiving  notice  that 
his  place  is  infested,  cares  for  same  himself. 

At  the  present  time  there  is  an  infestation  of  the 
fall  webworm  which  in  most  cases  has  been  cared 
for  by  this  department,  by  spraying,  at  no  ex- 
pense to  the  owners.  The  webs  are  very  unsightly, 
but  they  can  do  no  further  damage  at  this  time  of 
the  year. 

Very  respectfully  yours, 

William  P.  Long, 

Chairman. 
Placed  on  file. 


KEEPING  L  STREET  BATH  HOUSE  OPEN. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of   Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  September  23,  1931. 
To  the  City  Council: 

Gentlemen, —  1  herewith  transmit  to  you  report 
from  William  P.  Long,  chairman  of  the  Park  Com- 
mission, regarding  your  request  to  keep  the  L 
Street  Bath  House  open  until  six  o'clock  through- 
out the  year.  This  is  in  reply  to  your  order  of 
September  14,  1931. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 
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City  of  Boston, 
Park  Department,  September  16,  1931. 
Hon.  James  M.  Curley, 

Mayor  of  Boston. 
Dear  Sir, — I  am  in  receipt  of  an  order  from  the 
City   Council  that   the   Park   Commission  be  re- 
quested to  keep  open  the  L  Street  Bath  House 
until  6  p.  m.  throughout  the  year. 

If    the   attendance    warrants    the    bath    houses 
being  kept  open  during  the  winter  months  until  6 
p.  m.,  I  assure  you  the  department  will  be  only  too 
pleased  to  comply  with  the  Council  order. 
Very  respectfully  yours, 

William  P.  Long, 

Chairman. 
Placed  on  file. 


PROPOSED  STOP  SIGN,  WARD  17. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  September  28,  1931. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  herewith  transmit  to  you  report 
from  Hon.  Joseph  A.  Conry,  Traffic  Commissioner, 
relative  to  your  request  to  install  a  blinker  or  a 
stop  sign  at  Milton  avenue  and  Fuller  street. 
Ward  17.  This  is  in  reply  to  your  order  of 
September  14,  1931. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

Boston  Traffic  Commission, 

September  17,  1931. 
Hon.  James  M.  Curley, 
Mayor  of  Boston. 
Dear   Sir, — I   have   the   honor   to   acknowledge 
receipt  of  Council  order,  dated  September  14,1931, 
which  reads  as  follows: 

"Ordered,  That  the  Traffic  Commissioner, 
through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  be,  and  said  Com- 
missioner hereby  is,  requested  to  install  a  stop 
sign  or  blinker  at  the  intersection  of  Milton  avenue 
and  Fuller  street  in  Ward  17." 

Please  be  advised  that  this  department  has 
already  installed  four  "Slow"  signs  at  this  inter- 
section. Because  of  the  narrow  streets  it  is  not 
deemed  prudent  to  put  in  a  flashing  beacon  which 
would  be  an  obstruction  to  traffic. 

Very  truly  yours, 
Joseph  A.  Conry,     Commissioner. 
Placed  on  file. 


VETO   OF   ANNUITY. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  September  14,  1931. 
To  the  Honorable  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — 1  return  herewith  without  my 
approval  the  following  order,  adopted  by  your 
honorable  body  on  August  31,  1931: 

"Ordered,  That  under  the  provisions  of  chap- 
ter 241  of  the  Acts  of  1930,  an  annuity  of  one 
thousand  dollars  be  allowed  and  paid  to  Marie  L.  A . 
Murphy,  widow  of  Walter  P.  Murphy,  a  member 
of  the  Police  Department  who  died  on  February  2, 
1931,  from  injuries  received  in  the  performance 
of  his  duty;  said  annuity  to  continue  so  long  as 
said  widow  shall  remain  unmarried;  and  that  a 
further  annuity  of  two  hundred  dollars  be  allowed 
to  Gertrude  I.  Murphy,  daughter  of  said  Walter  P. 
Murphy,  born  July  11,  1924,  and  paid  for  her 
benefit  to  her  legal  representative;  said  annuity 
to  continue  during  such  time  as  she  is  under  the 
age  of  eighteen,  or  over  said  age  and  physically  or 
mentally  incapacitated  from  earning;  the  pay- 
ments to  date  from  February  3,  1931,  and  to  be 
charged  to  the  appropriation  for  Police  Depart- 
ment, Pensions  and  Annuities." 

I  am  advised  by  the  Corporation  Counsel  that 
under  the  provisions  of  chapter  241  of  the  Acts 
of  1930  before  the  family  of  a  deceased  police 
officer  may  receive  the  benefits  of  this  act,  it  is  a 
prerequisite  that  the  policeman  must  have  died 
from  injuries  received  while  in  the  performance 
of  his  duty,  and  that  the  Mayor  and  City  Council 
must  be  satisfied  that  his  death  was  the  natural 
and  proximate  result  of  an  accident  occurring 
during  the  performance  and  within  the  scope  of 
his  duties  as  a  policeman.  The  corporation 
counsel  advises  me  that  in  his  opinion  the  records 
in  the  case  indicate  that  the  deceased  officer  died 
as  the  result  of  broncho-pneumonia  and  that  his 
death  was  not  the  result  of  an  injury  received  in 
the   course   of   his   employment.     The   record  in 


the  case  discloses  that  the  officer  entered  the 
Boston  City  Hospital  and  was  operated  on  for  a 
hernia  and  that  subsequent  to  the  operation  the 
officer  developed  broncho-pneumonia,  from  which 
he  died.  It  is  apparent,  therefore,  that  his  case 
does  not  come  within  the  provisions  of  the  statute. 
Very  truly  yours, 

James  M.   Cukley,  Mayor. 
Placed  on  file. 


SALE   OF   OLD   MATERIAL. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  September  28,  1931. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  herewith  transmit  to  you 
order  requesting  the  sale  of  old  lead  cable  and 
iron  at  a  public  auction  which  meets  with  my 
approval  and  I  accordingly  recommend  the  pas- 
sage of  the  accompanying  order. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

Ordered,  That  the  Fire  Commissioner  be,  and 
hereby  is,  authorized  to  sell  at  public  auction, 
from  five  to  seven  tons  of  old  lead  cable  and 
two  tons  of  old  iron,  in  the  possession  of  the 
Fire  Department,  valued  at  more  than  $500. 

Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 


DEPARTMENT   TRANSFERS. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  September  28,  1931. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — The  attached  requests  for  trans- 
fers within  departmental  appropriations  have 
been  examined  and  investigated  by  the  Budget 
Commissioner.  I  accordingly  recommend  adop- 
tion of  the  accompanying  orders  by  your  honorable 
body. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

Ordered,  That  under  authority  of  chapter  261 
of  the  Acts  of  1893  the  City  Auditor  be,  and 
hereby  is,  authorized  to  make  the  following  transfer 
in  the  appropriations  for  Boston  Port  Authority: 

From  the  appropriation  for  A-l,  Permanent 
Employees,  Traffic  Supervisor,  1  at  $3,500  per 
year,  SI, 600,  to  the  appropriation  for  G-2,  Special 
Investigations.   S1.600. 

Ordered,  That  under  authority  of  chapter  261 
of  the  Acts  of  1S93  the  City  Auditor  be,  and 
hereby  is,  authorized  to  make  the  following 
transfer  in  the  appropriations  for  Hospital  Depart- 
ment: 

From  the  appropriation  for  C-2,  Machinery, 
S75,  to  the  appropriation  for  D-10,  Agricultural, 
$75. 

From  the  appropriation  for  C-16,  Wearing 
Apparel.  $2,500,  to  the  appropriation  for  F-ll, 
Workmen's  Compensation,  $2,500. 

From  the  appropriation  for  D-2,  Food  and  Ice, 
$20,000,  to  the  appropriation  for  A-2,  Temporary 
Employees,  $20,000. 

Ordered,  That  under  authority  of  chapter  261 
of  the  Acts  of  1893  the  City  Auditor  be,  and  hereby 
is,  authorized  to  make  the  following  transfer  in 
the  appropriations  for  Public  Works  Department, 
Ferry  Service: 

From  the  appropriation  for  A-3,  Unassigned, 
S2.000.  to  the  appropriation  for  A-2,  Temporary 
Employees,  $2,000. 

Ordered,  That  under  authority  of  chapter  261 
of  the  Acts  of  1893  the  City  Auditor  be,  and 
hereby  is,  authorized  to  make  the  following 
transfer  in  the  appropriations  for  Soldiers'  Relief 
Department: 

From  the  appropriation  for  A-l,  Permanent 
Employees,  Settlement  Investigator,  1  (0)  at 
$1,700  per  year,  S299.13,  to  the  appropriation  for 
A-l,  Permanent  Emplovees.  Clerk  and  Stenog- 
rapher, 1  (2)  at  $1,200  per  year,  $299.13. 

From  the  appropriation  for  A-l,  Permanent 
Employees,  Visitors,  etc.,  14  at  $1,600  to  $2,000 
per  year,  $500;  C-9.  Office,  $175;  D-l,  Office,  $200, 
to  the  appropriation  for  A-2,  Temporary  Em- 
ployees, $875. 
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Ordered,  That  under  authority  of  chapter  261 
of  the  Acts  of  1893  the  City  Auditor  be,  and 
hereby  is,  authorized  to  make  the  following 
transfer  in  the  appropriation  for  Probate  Court: 

From  the  appropriation  for  B-29,  Stenographic, 
Copying  and  Indexing,  $7,  to  the  appropriation  for 
C-9,  Office,  $7. 

Ordered,  That  under  authority  of  chapter  261 
of  the  Acts  of  1893  the  City  Auditor  be,  and 
hereby  is,  authorized  to  make  the  following 
transfer  in  the  appropriations  for  Municipal 
Court,  City  of  Boston: 

From  the  appropriation  for  A-l,  Permanent 
Employees,  Justices,  Special,  6  at  $25  per  day, 
$1,050,  to  the  appropriation  for  C-9,  Office,  $550; 
C-10,  Library,  $100;  F-9,  Care  of  Dependents,  $400. 

Ordered,  That  under  authority  of  chapter  261 
of  the  Acts  of  1893  the  City  Auditor  be,  and 
hereby  is,  authorized  to  make  the  following 
transfer  in  the  appropriations  for  Municipal 
Court,  South  Boston: 

From  the  appropriation  for  A-2,  Temporary 
Employees,  $47.50,  to  the  appropriation  for  C-10, 
Library,  $7.50;  D-l,  Office,  $40. 

Ordered,  That  under  authority  of  chapter  261 
of  the  Acts  of  1893  the  City  Auditor  be,  and 
hereby  is,  authorized  to  make  the  following 
transfer  in  the  appropriations  for  Penal  Institutions 
Department,  "Steamer  Michael  J.  Perkins": 

From  the  appropriation  for  B-39,  General 
Plant,  $500,  to  the  appropriation  for  A-2,  Tem- 
porary Employees,  $500. 

Referred  to  Executive  Committee. 


TRANSFER   FOR   COUNTY   EMPLOYEES. 
The  following  was  received : 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  September  28,  1931. 
To  the   City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  am  in  receipt  of  the  accompany- 
ing communication  from  the  Budget  Commis- 
missioner,  which  is  self-explanatory. 

In  accordance  with  the  recommendation  con- 
tained therein,  I  submit,  for  your  consideration 
and  approval,  an  order  providing  for  the  transfer 
of  $5,500  from  the  Reserve  Fund  to  provide  for 
adjustment  in  the  compensation  of  court  officers 
made  necessary  under  the  provisions  of  section  50, 
chapter  301  of  the  Acts  of  1931. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

Boston,  September  28,  1931. 
Hon.  James  M.  Curley, 

Mayor  of  Boston. 

Dear  Sir, — Prior  to  this  year,  under  provision 
of  the  General  Laws,  court  officers  in  the  central 
and  district  courts  received,  in  addition  to  their 
regular  compensation,  annual  cash  allowances  for 
uniforms  of  $100  and  $75  respectively. 

The  Legislature  this  year,  by  the  passage  of 
chapter  301,  modified  this  arrangement  by  striking 
out  the  statutory  cash  allowance  and  providing 
that  henceforth  court  officers'  uniforms  should  "be 
furnished  at  the  expense  of  the  county."  In 
addition,  under  the  provisions  of  section  50  of 
chapter  301,  the  Legislature  further  provided  that 
in  the  case  of  court  officers  who  were  in  the  service 
of  the  county  prior  to  January  1,  1931,  uniform 
allowances,  previously  paid,  should  "be  treated  as 
a  part  of  their  compensation." 

In  connection  with  this  new  section,  the  Cor- 
poration Counsel  has  ruled  that  it  is  mandatory 
on  the  city  to  include,  in  the  budget  compensation 
of  the  court  officers  involved,  the  $100  cash  allow- 
ance formerly  granted  for  uniforms.  In  accord- 
ance with  this  ruling,  it  becomes  necessary  to 
make  a  transfer  from  the  Reserve  Fund,  to  the 
various  courts  involved,  of  an  amount  sufficient  to 
put  into  effect  the  change  occasioned  by  Legislative 
action. 

The  accompanying  transfer  has  been  prepared 
for  this  purpose  and  1  respectfully  suggest  it  be 
submitted  to  the  Council  for  its  consideration  and 
approval. 

Very  sincerely  yours, 

Charles  J.  Fox, 
Budget  Commissioner. 


Ordered,  That  under  authority  of  chapter  261 
of  the  Acts  of  1893  the  City  Auditor  be  and  hereby 
is  authorized  to  transfer: 

From  the  appropriation  for  Reserve  Fund, 
$5,500,  to  the  appropriation  for  Superior  Court, 
Civil  Session,  General  Expenses,  A-l,  Permanent 
Employees,  Court  Officers,  42  at  $2,484  ($2,584) 
per  year,  $2,600;  Sheriff,  Chief  Deputy,  1  at 
$3,360  ($3,460)  per  year,  $100;  Superior  Court, 
Griminal  Session,  Office  of  District  Attorney, 
A-l,  Permanent  Employees,  Court  Officers,  17  at 
$2,484  ($2,584)  per  year,  $900;  Probate  Court, 
A-l,  Permanent  Employees,  Court  Officer,  1  at 
$2,640  ($2,740)  per  year,  $100;  Court  Messenger 
(Court  Officer)  1  at  $2,484  ($2,584)  per  year, 
$100;  Municipal  Court,  City  of  Boston,  Civil 
Division,  A-l,  Permanent  Employees,  Court 
Officers,  5  at  $2,484  ($2,584)  per  year,  $500; 
Criminal  Division,  A-l,  Permanent  Employees, 
Court  Officers,  8  at  $2,484  ($2,584)  per  year, 
$600;  Municipal  Court,  Charlestown  District, 
A-l,  Permanent  Employees,  Court  Officers,  2  at 
$2,000  ($2,075)  per  year,  $75;  East  Boston  District 
Court,  A-l,  Permanent  Employees,  Court  Officers, 
2  at  $2,000  ($2,075)  per  year,  $150;  Municipal 
Court,  Dorchester  District,  A-l,  Permanent 
Employees,  Court  Officer,  1  at  $2,000  ($2,075) 
per  year,  $75;  Municipal  Court,  Roxbury  District, 
A-l,  Permanent  Employees,  Court  Officers,  4  at 
$2,000  ($2,075)  per  year,  $150;  Municipal  Court, 
West  Roxbury  District,  A-l,  Permanent  Employ- 
ees, Court  Officers,  2  at  $2,000  ($2,075)  per  year, 
$75;  Municipal  Court,  Brighton  District,  A-l, 
Permanent  Employees,  Court  Officer,  1  at  $2,000 
($2,075)  per  year,  $75. 

Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 


PETITIONS  REFERRED. 

The     following     petitions     were     received     and 
referred  to  the  committees  named: 
Claims. 

Lucius  Beebe  &  Sons,  Inc.,  for  compensation  for 
damage  to  property  at  129  South  street,  caused 
by  break  in  water  main. 

Abraham  Belt,  for  compensation  for  damage  to 
property  at  25  Quincy  street,  Roxbury,  caused 
by  fire  apparatus. 

George  Bounos,  for  refund  on  sidewalk  license. 

Annie  Brewin,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  an  alleged  defect  at  Claremont  street 
and  West  Rutland  square. 

Mrs.  Brigida  Ca'mpochiaro,  for  compensation 
for  injuries  caused  by  fall  in  North  Bennet  Street 
Bath  House. 

Mrs.  Philip  Carrigan,  for  compensation  for 
injuries  caused  by  an  alleged  defect  in  Litchfield 
street,  Brighton. 

Clayton  H.  Cook,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  car  caused  by  an  alleged  defect  at  1601  Centre 
street,  Roslindale. 

Ruth  Corkin,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  an  alleged  defect  at  107  Ballou  avenue. 

George  M.  Davis,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  city  truck. 

Mario  DeDomenico.  for  compensation  for 
injuries  caused  by  an  alleged  defect  in  I'oston 
Common. 

William  J.  Dion,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  car  caused  by  an  alleged  defect  at  Elm  and 
Washington  streets. 

Michael  DiPietro,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  clothing  on  ferryboat. 

Dennis  V.  Driscoll,  to  be  reimbursed  for  judg- 
ment against  him  on  account  of  his  acts  as  a  fire- 
man. 

Fenway  Hat  Works,  Inc.,  for  refund  on  refuse 
tickets. 

Julius  Freedman  el  al..  for  compensation  for 
damage  to  car  and  personal  injuries  caused  by 
city  car. 

Florence  Hodgkins,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  an  alleged  defect  in  Massachusetts 
avenue. 

Irving  it  Williams,  for  refund  on  refuse  tickets. 

Hazel  M.  James,  to  he  reimbursed  for  special 
care  of  patient  at  City  Hospital. 

James  T.  Keating  Company,  for  compensation 
for  damage  to  property  at  121  South  street,  caused 
by  break  in  water  main. 

T.  P.  Kelley.  for  compensation  for  damage  to 
car  caused  by  an  alleged  defect  in  Kverett  street. 

I).  C.  Kepner  Leather  Company,  for  compensa- 
tion for  damage  to  property  at,  137  and  139  South 
street,  caused  by  break  in  water  pipe. 
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Mary  Kingston,  for  compensation  for  property 
taken  by  ashmen  from  premises  at  485  Broadway, 
South  Boston. 

Andrew  Lagamasino,  for  compensation  for 
damage  to  property  at  74  Leyden  street,  East 
Boston,  caused  by  sidewalk  construction. 

Mrs.  Rose  Lupica,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  an  alleged  defect  at  30  Havre  street. 

John  P.  Lynch,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  car  caused  by  an  alleged  defect  at  191  Hancock 
street. 

Daniel  C.  Maguire,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
to  dog  caused  by  an  alleged  defect  in  Ritchie  street. 

J.  J.  Mahoney,  for  compensation  for  damage  to 
property  at  158  Train  street,  caused  by  cutting 
down  Train  street  hill. 

Thomas  J.  McCone,  for  compensation  for 
damage  to  car  caused  by  an  alleged  defect  in  River 
street,  Hyde  Park. 

Richard  Moran,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  an  alleged  defect  at  645  Dudley  street, 
Dorchester. 

"Walter  J.  Moran,  Inc.,  for  compensation  for 
damage  to  truck  on  East  Boston  Ferry. 

Frank  J.  Quinn,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  car  caused  by  an  alleged  defect  in  Marsh  street. 

Plymouth  Rock  Gelatine  Company,  for  com- 
pensation for  damage  to  property  at  68  Western 
avenue,  caused  by  bursting  of  water  pipe. 

Frank  M.  Roan,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  car  by  city  truck. 

Mary  Russo,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  an  alleged  defect  in  North  Bennet 
Street  Bath  House. 

Giovanni  Saggis,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  property  at  40  Breed  street,  caused  by  collapse 
of  water  boiler. 

Frederick  P.  Schmid,  for  compensation  for 
damage  to  car  caused  by  an  alleged  defect  in 
Charlesgate  East. 

Sherman  Paper  Products  Corporation,  for  com- 
pensation for  damage  to  property  at  7  Elkins 
street,  caused  by  backing  up  of  sewage. 

Philip  L.  Stone,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  clothing  caused  by  an  alleged  defect  at  Wash- 
ington and  Franklin  streets. 

Joseph  F.  Tims,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
and  damage  to  car  by  city  truck. 

Wilbur-Rogers,  for  refund  on  refuse  ticket?. 

William  Ziskind,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  an  alleged  defect  in  Staniford  street. 

Elmer  P.  Ramsdell,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  an  alleged  defect  at  131  Dorchester 
avenue. 

Dr.  William  Saklad.  for  compensation  for  loss 
of  golf  clubs,  etc.,  at  Franklin  Park. 

Executive. 

Romana  Hawldns,  for  children  to  appear  at 
Fraternity  Hall  October  28,  1031. 

Henry  J.  Sullivan  and  others  to  keep  polls  open 
until  8  p.  m. 

Frances  G.  Dolan,  for  annuity  on  account  of 
the  death  of  Charles  F.  Dolan  in  the  Fire  Depart- 
ment. 

Special  Committee  on  Jitney  Licenses. 

Pierce  Coaoh  Lines,  for  license  to  operate  from 
Park  square  to  Providence. 


ADMINISTRATIVE   COMMITTEE   OF 
PROBATE   COURT. 

Notice  was  received  through  John  F.  Cronin, 
Esq.,  clerk  of  the  Supreme  Judicial  Court,  of  the 
assignment  by  Chief  Justice  Rugg  of  said  court 
of  the  following  judges  to  service  on  said  com- 
mittee for  the  periods  of  time  specified,  as  follows: 

Frederick  H.  Chamberlain  of  Worcester,  until 
October  1,  1932;  Harry  R.  Dow  of  North  Andover, 
until  October  1,  1933;  William  M.  Prest  of  Boston, 
until  October  1,  1934,  Judge  Prest  being  designated 
as  chairman  of  the  Administrative  Committee. 

Placed  on  file. 


INTEREST   IN   CONTRACT. 

Notice  was  received  from  Frederic  H.  Fay,  of 
the  City  Planning  Board  and  of  the  Board  of 
Zoning  Adjustment  of  Boston,  that,  as  a  member 
of  the  consulting  engineering  firm  of  Fay,  Spofford 
and  Thorndike,  he  is  interested  in  a  contract  to 
render  service  to  the  Park  Department  as  consult- 
ing engineer  on  the  proposed  enlargement  of  the 
Boston  Airport,  East  Boston. 

Placed  on  file. 


APPOINTMENT   OF   FIRST   ASSISTANT 
ASSESSOR. 

Notice  was  received  of  the  appointment,  and 
approval  by  the  Mayor,  on  August  6,  1931,  of 
James  F.  Eagan,  of  121  St.  Stephen  street,  Boston, 
to  the  position  of  first  assistant  assessor. 

Placed  on  file. 


NEWSBOYS  AND   BOOTBLACKS. 

The  applications  of  seventy-eight  newsboys  and 
two  bootblacks  for  licenses  were  approved. 


CITIZENS  OF  BOSTON  FOR   CITY  WORK. 

Coun.  RUBY  offered  the  following  : 

Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  re- 
quested to  issue  the  necessary  instructions  that 
will  insure  the  employment  on  all  city  work  let 
out  on  contract,  of  citizens  of  Boston  only. 

Coun.  RUBY — Mr.  President,  information  has 
come  to  me  in  the  form  of  a  petition  from  men 
who  hold  union  cards  and  are  engaged  in  the  pro- 
fession of  carpentering,  plumbing  or  steamfitting, 
and  who  are  members  of  local  unions  in  Boston, 
indicating  that  there  is  need  for  action  with  re- 
gard to  this  matter.  Such  a  petition  has  been  . 
presented  to  me  and  I  am  informed  that  there  are 
several  jobs  now  in  progress  of  construction  by 
different  contractors  in  the  City  of  Boston  upon 
which  are  engaged  men  who  are  not  residents  of 
Boston.  In  a  time  such  as  this,  and  more  espe- 
cially when  other  cities  are  enforcing  the  hard  and 
fast  rule  that  in  order  to  work  on  city  jobs  in  such 
cities  men  must  be  residents  thereof,  I  think 
Boston  should  take  the  same  position.  Ordinarily 
it  may  be  all  right  for  different  contractors  to  use 
any  union  men  on  a  job,  when  times  are  good,  but 
in  times  such  as  these,  when  every  member  of  this 
body  is  doing  his  utmost  to  see  that  citizens  of 
this  city  are  put  to  work,  and  when  we  find  such 
a  situation  called  to  our  attention  to  such  a  peti- 
tion as  I  have  referred  to  bearing  the  name  of  at 
least  one  man  in  every  ward  in  this  city  who  is 
now  out  of  employment  and  who  feels  that  he 
should  get  a  chance  to  go  to  work  in  his  city  on 
city  jobs  in  preference  to  outside  men,  I  feel  that 
the  Mayor  might  well  in  his  wisdom  instruct  the 
different  contractors,  even  though  it  may  be  legal 
for  those  contractors  to  employ  men  with  union 
cards  who  live  in  other  cities,  that  they  should 
employ  men  living  in  Boston.  1  feel  that  if  such 
instructions  are  given  to  the  men  w  ho  are  fortunate 
enough  to  receive  contracts  for  work  in  our  city, 
hundreds  of  men  holding  union  cards,  voters  in 
this  city —  plumbers,  electricians,  carpenters  and 
others  —  would  immediately  be  put  to  work.  So 
I  think  under  present  conditions  this  is  a  reason- 
able request,  a  request  that  might  well  come  at 
tins  time  from  his  Honor  the  Mayor  to  contractors 
doing  work  in  this  city.  This  is  a  matter  called  to 
our  attention  by  men  representing  the  citizenry 
of  Boston.  We  have  here  schoolhouse  work  and 
other  work  on  which  citizens  of  Boston  might  well 
be  employed.  When  action  is  taken  by  Everett, 
Cambridge,  Maiden,  Melrose  and  other  cities  in 
the  interest  of  the  employment  of  their  citizens,  I 
think  it  is  not  retaliation,  but  is  simply  fair  and 
just  action,  for  us  at  this  time  to  suggest  that  the 
citizens  of  Boston  be  protected  in  a  like  manner. 
Therefore  I  ask  a  suspension  of  the  rule  and  the 
passage  of  the  order. 

Coun.  KELLY — Mr.  President,  I  think  the  order 
introduced  by  the  councilor  from  a  neighboring 
ward  is  a  very  good  order,  but  I  also  think  this  is 
a  propitious  time  for  me  to  rise  and  say  a  few 
words  about  what  happened  to  a  similar  order 
that  I  introduced  a  year  ago  this  time,  an  order 
which  was  unanimously  passed  by  the  City  Council 
and  was  then  vetoed  by  the  Mayor  of  the  City  of 
Boston.  Two  weeks  later  I  introduced  the  same 
order  again,  and  that  order  was  passed  unani- 
mously by  the  City  Council,  and  the  Mayor  then 
did  not  even  see  fit  to  answer  the  request.  I  said 
at  that  time — when  I  was  a  laughing  stock  and 
nobody  believed  me — that  the  Mayor  of  Boston 
did  not  dare  to  make  the  ruling  asked  for,  that 
contractors  working  on  schoolhouses  and  doing 
all  sorts  of  building  work  for  the  City  of  Boston 
should  hire  citizens  of  Boston  on  their  jobs,  as  the 
mayors  of  other  cities  were  doing.  I  then  intro- 
duced those  orders  because  certain  men  in  my 
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district  were  turned  down  on  a  Cambridge  school- 
house  job  simply  because  they  were  residents  of 
the  City  of  Boston.  I  said  then  that  the  Mayor 
would  not  pay  any  attention  to  the  order,  and  1 
say  now  —  while  I  am  going  to  vote  to  suspend 
the  rule  and  pass  this  order  —  that  the  Mayor  will 
not  pay  any  attention  to  it;  and  the  reason  he  will 
not  do  so  —  unless  he  has  changed  his  mind  from 
last  year  —  is  this,  as  I  then  said,  and  it  is  a 
matter  of  public  record,  that  he  would  not  want  to 
offend  residents  of  other  cities  for  the  selfish  rea- 
son, and  for  that  reason  alone,  that  he  wanted 
their  support  when  he  was  to  be  a  candidate  for 
Governor  this  coming  year.  Three  weeks  ago  the 
Boston  Post  had  a  long  interview  with  the  Mayor, 
in  which  it  finally  appeared  that  what  Kelly  said 
a  year  ago  was  right,  and  that  the  Mayor  is  going 
to  be  a  candidate  for  Governor  next  year.  I  say, 
Mr.  President,  that  the  Mayor  of  Boston,  getting 
$20,000  a  year,  twice  as  much  as  the  Governor  of 
the  Commonwealth,  should  protect  the  unem- 
ployed of  the  City  of  Boston;  and  I  hope  the 
Mayor  of  Boston  will  forget  his  selfish  motive  in 
attempting  to  become  Governor  of  the  Common- 
wealth and  will  think  of  the  unemployed  of  this 
city,  taking  the  same  action  here  that  is  being 
taken  by  the  mayors  of  other  cities  in  the  Com- 
monwealth where  public  construction  is  going  on 
and  compelling  contractors  to  fire  immediately 
every  nonresident  of  Boston,  employing  residents 
of  this  city.  A  year  ago  I  checked  up  on  it  and 
found  that  there  were  1,193  nonresidents  of  the 
City  of  Boston  working  on  municipal  jobs  here, 
and  poor  fellows  in  rfty  ward,  with  a  family,  were 
unable  to  get  jobs  in  adjoining  cities.  So,  in 
closing,  I  repeat  that  I  hope  the  Mayor  of  the 
City  of  Boston,  although  I  know  he  will  not  do 
so,  will  at  this  time  realize  that  he  owes  a  duty  to 
the  people  of  Boston  and  that  he  will  take  care  of 
their  interests  in  this  matter.  I  hope  he,  taking 
$20,000  of  the  taxpayers'  money  every  year,  will 
compel  contractors  doing  work  for  the  City  of 
Boston  to  hire  citizens  and  voters  of  Boston  on 
the  work  they  are  doing  here.  I  certainly  hope 
the  Mayor  will  take  the  same  position  in  this 
matter  that  mayors  of  other  cities  have  been  taking 
and  are  taking  today. 

Coun.  RUBY — Mr.  President,  I  have  intro- 
duced this  order  solely  on  the  initiative  of  prob- 
ably fifteen  or  twenty  citizens  of  Boston,  one  or 
two  of  whom,  1  believe,  live  in  the  wards  repre- 
sented by  myself  and  the  former  speaker.  In  this 
order  I  have  asked  his  Honor  the  Mayor  to  do 
something  which  I  am  satisfied  he  has  tried  to  do 
and  is  doing.  1  don't  think  his  Honor  the  Mayor 
needs  anyone  on  this  floor  to  make  statements  in 
refutation  of  the  statement  just  made  by  the  coun- 
cilor from  the  adjoining  ward,  because  1  believe 
the  Mayor  has  shown  in  the  last  two  years  his 
interest  in  the  citizenry  of  Boston.  1  think  it 
would  have  been  only  fair  for  the  councilor  who 
has  so  eloquently  called  attention  to  the  fact  that 
the  Mayor  of  Boston  is  drawing  a  salary  of 
$20,000  a  year,  to  say  that  20  per  cent  or  one  fifth 
of  that  salary  is  being  given  back  by  the  Mayor 
of  Boston  to  help  those  in  need.  Four  thousand 
dollars  a  year  is  being '  turned  back  voluntarily 
by  him  so  that  those  in  need  may  receive  it,  ana 
when  the  salary  of  $20,000  a  year  is  mentioned 
that  circumstance  also  should  be  mentioned  in 
fairness  to  all  concerned.  I  think  the  Mayor's 
attitude  was  shown  clearly  last  Wednesday  at 
Braves  Field  in  Boston,  when  through  his  efforts 
there  was  sponsored  a  baseball  game  that  netted 
upwards  of  $25,000,  and  the  Mayor  in  his  remarks 
on  that  occasion  told  the  upwards  of  25,000  people 
present  what  his  thoughts  and  ideals  were  so  far  as 
helping  the  citizenry  of  Boston  is  concerned.  I  am 
satisfied  that  his  Honor  the  Mayor  will  look  with 
favor  on  this  order,  as  on  all  other  orders  regarding 
work  to  be  done  by  the  citizens  of  Boston,  and 
I  am  glad  that  the  councilor  from  Ward  15  (Coun. 
Kelly)  will  vote  for  the  order,  as  1  am  sure  every 
other  member  of  the  body  will  do. 

Coun.  KELLY — Mr.  President,  just  a  few  words 
in  answer  to  the  remarks  of  the  councilor  from 
Ward  14  (Coun.  Ruby)  has  made.  1  introduced 
a  year  ago,  as  I  have  said,  not  only  one  order  but 
a  second  order  along  this  line,  both  passed  unani- 
mously by  the  body.  Of  course,  certain  coun- 
cilors feel  self-appointed  to  defend  the  Mayor  of 
Boston,  but  1  don't  think  the  Mayor  of  Boston 
needs  any  defender  here.  He  is  able  to  defend 
himself,  as  1  understand  he  has  been  doing  pretty 
well  for  the  last  thirty-one  years  as  a  public 
servant  of  the  City  of  Boston.  The  councilor 
from  Ward  14  eloquently  says  that  the  Mayor  of 


the  City  of  Boston  is  contributing  $4,000,  or  20  per 
cent  of  his  year's  salary,  for  the  unemployed. 
I  wonder  if  there  is  a  single  member  of  the  City 
Council  who,  if  he  had  the  money  that  is  coming  in 
as  easily  as  it  is  coming  to  the  Mayor  of  the  City 
of  Boston  through  his  bagman,  Frankie  Brennan, 
would  not  be  glad  to  give  at  least  one  fifth?  (Ap- 
plause in  the  galleries.) 

Coun.  RUBY1 — Mr.  President,  I  rise  to  a  point 
of  order. 

President  McGRATH— The  gentlemen  in  the 
gallery  are  here  as  guests  of  the  Council  and  we 
are  glad  to  have  them  here,  but  we  ask  you  to 
live  up  to  the  laws  governing  this  body  and  neither 
hiss  nor  handclap  any  remark  made  by  a  member 
of  the  Council. 

Coun.  RUBY — Mr.  President,  I  rise  to  a  point 
of  order,  that  an  order  has  been  introduced  here 
requesting  his  Honor  the  Mayor  to  do  a  certain 
thing — (disturbance  in  the  gallery,  which  the 
President  finally  brought  to  a  conclusion  with  his 
gavel).  An  order  has  been  introduced,  Mr.  Presi- 
dent, asking  his  Honor  the  Mayor  to  do  certain 
things, — any  references,  personal  or  otherwise, 
not  pertaining  to  that  thing  are  out  of  order  at  this 
time.  I  therefore  ask  for  a  ruling  on  the  point  of 
order. 

President  McGRATH— The  President  can 
simply  ask  the  speakers  not  to  make  any  personal 
remarks. 

Coun.  KELLY — Mr.  President,  I  have  been 
interrupted  numerous  times  in  the  course  of  my 
two  years'  membership  of  the  body  on  the  floor  of 
this  Council,  speaking  on  behalf  of  what  I  con- 
sidered the  interests  of  the  people  of  my  district 
and  the  people  of  the  City  of  Boston;  and  it  seems 
that  every  time  I  am  interrupted  by  the  councilor 
from  the  adjoining  ward  on  a  point  of  order,  you, 
sir,  as  President,  always  rule  in  favor  of  the  coun- 
cilor from  the  adjoining  ward. 

President  McGRATH— The  Chair  will  simply 
say  that  we  have  here  a  rule  that  governs  the  con- 
duct of  the  members  of  this  Council,  and  if  the 
Chair  has  at  any  time  made  a  ruling  not  based  on 
the  contents  of  that  rule  book,  I  want  the  Council 
to  call  it  to  his  attention.  Time  and  time  again  I 
have  allowed  the  councilor  altogether  too  much 
latitude  and  have  never  interrupted  him  until  some 
of  his  brother  members  have  risen  on  the  floor  under 
a  point  of  order.  Under  our  rules  no  personalities 
can  be  entered  into  on  this  floor.  And  when  a  point 
of  order  is  raised  the  Chair  must  so  rule.  If  the 
councilor  studied  the  rule  book  he  would  never  be 
caught  on  a  point  of  order.  If  he  knows  the  rules 
governing  the  Council  he  has  a  very  wide  latitude. 

Coun.  KELLY — Mr.  President,  just  a  moment 
to  contradict  a  statement  you  have  made.  You 
said  you  never  interrupted  me — 

President  McGRATH— The  Chair  will  not  enter 
into  a  discussion  with  the  councilor.  If  he  wishes 
to  appeal  from  the  decision  of  the  Chair  he  may  do 
so. 

Coun.  KELLY — Mr.  President,  the  councilor,  of 
course,  has  enough  intelligence  to  know  that  it 
would  do  no  good  for  him  to  appeal  from  the  deci- 
sion of  the  Chair  because  he  would  not  be  sus- 
tained here  against  the  Chair. 

President  McGRATH — Then  talk  on  the  order 
which  is  before  us  and  you  will  not  be  ruled  out  of 
order. 

Coun.  KELLY — Mr.  President,  I  did  not  bring 
anything  of  a  personal  nature  into  this  discussion 
until  the  councilor  from  Ward  14  (Coun.  Ruby)  got 
up  in  rebuttal  and  told  us  what  a  generous  man  the 
Mayor  of  Boston  was  to  the  unemployed,  giving 
$4,000  of  his  yearly  salary  to  them.  If  that  was  in 
order,  for  liiin  to  bring  that  in,  it  is  certainly  in 
order  for  me  to  state  the  reason  why  I  maintain 
lie  did  it,  and  it  seems  to  me  the  Chair  should  rule 
that  way.  As  I  say,  I  have  been  continually 
annoyed  by  the  councilor  from  Ward  14,  and  I 
don't  know  for  what  reason.  I  know  I  have  never 
interrupted  a  single  speaker  on  the  floor,  whether 
praising  or  condemning  .Mayor  Curley,  and  I  feel 
that  the  councilors  of  the  City  of  Boston  are  sent 
here  by  the  people  to  express  their  opinions,  and 
have  that  right.  I  do  not  intend  to  have  it  taken 
away  from  me,  and  I  say  to  you,  Mr.  President, 
that  when  you  make  that  ruling  favoring  the 
councilor  from  the  adjoining  ward,  you,  sir,  are 
acting  as  an  emissary  of  the  Mayor.  I  mean  you, 
sir,  when  I  speak  of  you  as  an  emissary  of  the 
Mayor. 

Coun.  NORTON— Mr.  President,  I  have  been 
frequently  in  the  minority  here  in  this  Council. 
perhaps  as  much  so  as  any  other  member  except 
the   colleague  from   Roxbury.     I   have   been    as- 
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sociated  with  the  councilor  from  Dorchester  in 
that  capacity  on  various  occasions.  But  I  don't 
see  where  we  are  going  to  get  anywhere  by  at- 
tacking  the  Mayor  or  any  individual.  I  have  been 
in  the  minority  here  for  two  years,  but  I  have  often 
thought  how  well  I  have  been  treated  by  the  pre- 
siding officer  of  the  body  last  year  and  this  year. 
I  couldn't  have  been  treated  with  more  fairness  by 
anybody,  and  I  think  it  is  a  proper  time  on  such 
an  occasion  as  this  to  stand  up  and  so  state.  As 
for  attacking  the  Mayor,  I  have  not  attacked  him 
personally  at  any  time,  but  there  have  been  times 
when  I  did  not  agree  with  his  policy.  I  have  not 
believed,  in  a  financial  depression  like  the  present, 
which  I  feel  is  going  to  last  for  years,  that  we 
should  build  luxuries  along  the  waterfront,  that 
we  should  spend  the  city's  money  for  rose  gardens 
and  lagoons.  When  we  do  so,  it  is  coming  back 
to  plague  us.  Also,  having  reference  to  the  Mayor 
contributing  $4,000  from  his  yearly  salary  for  the 
unemployed,  I  do  not  believe  there  is  a  man  here 
who  is  more  eager  to  help  the  unfortunate  than 
the  Mayor  of  Boston.  I  don't  see  where  we  are 
going  to  get  off  by  attacking  him  on  that  point;  I 
don't  see  what  it  is  going  to  get  us.  I  do  not  per- 
sonally believe  we  will  reach  the  roots  of  the 
trouble  until  we  get  at  every  place  where  an  alien 
is  taking  the  place  of  a  citizen  of  this  city,  on  City 
of  Boston  work.  Until  that  takes  place  we  can 
go  to  any  city  job  and  find  that  aliens  are  employed. 
Coun.  WILSON — Mr.  President,  realizing  how 
important  the  particular  order  before  us  is,  I  hope 
the  personaUties  entered  into  here  will  not  jeop- 
ardize its  success  with  his  Honor  the  Mayor.  I 
will  not  enter  into  any  dispute  on  the  question 
whether  this  is  a  new  order  or  not,  or  who  initiated 
the  first  order  of  a  similar  character.  I  agree, 
however,  that,  as  proposed  by  the  present  order, 
the  City  of  Boston  should  at  once  protect  its 
citizens  by  insisting  on  the  same  rule  that  I  know 
from  personal  experience  is  being  insisted  on  in 
Cambridge,  Medford  and  Somerville.  While  I  do 
not  believe  that  any  contractor  can  lawfully  be 
required  to  discharge  from  a  job  a  single  man,  pro- 
vided that  man  is  a  citizen,  I  do  believe,  with 
the  winter  coming  on  and  conditions  not  improv- 
ing but  gradually  growing  worse,  that  when  an 
order  of  this  sort  is  presented  to  the  Mayor, — if 
personalities  that  are  entirely  uncalled  for  do  not 
enter  too  much  into  the  question, — he  will  un- 
doubtedly agree  to  do  what  he  can  do,  namely,  to 
all  intents  and  purposes  blacklist  any  contractor 
who  does  not  give  us  a  break.  There  is  no  question 
but  what  the  Mayor  of  Boston,  on  all  contracts 
from  now  on,  if  he  so  desires,  can  check  up  the 
various  contractors  hiring  not  only  aliens,  but 
often  aliens  and  citizens  from  other  cities  and 
towns,  and  have  the  situation  corrected.  He  can 
check  up  on  the  various  contractors,  and  it  is 
easy  enough  for  the  various  departments — public 
works,  parks  and  others — to  let  the  information 
sift  through  with  reference  to  such  contractors  on 
city  work,  that  if  they  hire  Boston  men  only  they 
will  get  more  contracts.  In  that  way,  whether  it 
is  legal  or  not,  we  will  get  what  we  wish  to  obtain. 
I  hope  that,  without  further  personalities  that 
will  jeopardize  an  order  of  this  importance,  we 
will  pass  it. 

Coun.  BUSH — Mr.  President,  there  seems  to  be 
some  impression  that  orders  of  this  kind  have  been 
introduced  before  and  have  not  been  favorably  re- 
ceived by  the  Mayor.  But,  Mr.  President,  the 
orders  introduced  before  have  referred  to  alien 
labor  on  jobs  of  the  City  of  Boston,  while  this  order 
does  not  refer  to  alien  labor  at  all,  but  gives  ex- 
pression to  the  idea  that  noncitizens  should  not 
work  on  Boston  jobs.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  a  con- 
tractor may  be  thoroughly  within  his  rights  in  em- 
ploying citizens  of  the  Commonwealth  on  such 
jobs,  but  at  the  request  of  the  Mayor  of  the  City 
of  Boston  I  think  the  contractors  ought  to  make  an 
effort  to  employ  on  Boston  jobs  only  residents  of 
Boston  who  are  citizens.  This  order,  however, 
does  not  refer  to  alien  labor,  but  to  citizens  of 
Massachusetts  who  are  not  residents  of  Boston. 
There  seems  to  be  some  misapprehension  on  the 
part  of  one  of  the  councilors  here  as  to  just  what 
the  order  calls  for.  I  would  say,  in  conclusion, 
that  Rule  20  of  the  rules  of  the  Council  specifically 
stipulates  that  no  personaUties  shall  be  indulged  in 
by  any  member  of  the  Council  on  the  floor.  That 
rule  has  been  violated  time  and  again  by  some 
members  of  the  Council.  Never  since  I  have  been 
a  member  of  this  Council  has  a  president  or  chair- 
man of  the  Council  stood  for  as  much  abuse  as  our 
present  president  has  stood,  from  any  member  of 
the  Council.     Never  has  there  been  a  fairer  presi- 


dent than  the  one  we  have  had  at  present, — and  I 
don't  say  that  with  any  idea  of  flattering  him,  but 
because  I  have  had  to  sit  here  and  listen  to  the 
abuse  thrown  at  him  and  witness  the  levelheaded- 
ness with  which  he  has  conducted  himself,  the 
coolness  with  which  he  has  kept  himself  in  hand. 
At  any  time  during  a  tirade  of  abuse  the  rules 
provide  that  a  member  can  be  named  by  the 
President  of  the  Council  and  held  in  contempt  and 
kept  from  further  debate  on  the  floor  of  the  Coun- 
cil. Yet  never  once  has  the  President  of  the  Coun- 
cil taken  advantage  of  that  rule;  and  I  say  in  all 
fairness  to  him  that  the  rest  of  the  members  of  the 
Council  ought  to  frown  down  any  attempt  to  abuse 
the  President  of  the  Council  after  such  exhibitions 
of  fairness  on  his  part. 

Coun.  KELLY — Mr.  President,  I  don't  like  to 
contradict  the  councilor  from  Ward  12  (Coun. 
Bush)  who  has  just  spoken,  but  public  records 
do  not  lie,  and  you  will  find  on  page  274,  under 
date  of  September  8,  1930,  that  Councilor  Kelly 
introduced  the  following  order: 

"Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  re- 
quested to  consider  the  advisability  of  inserting  a 
clause  in  all  contracts  for  city  work  providing 
that  workmen  employed  thereon  shall  be  legal 
residents  of  Boston." 

The  word  "aliens"  is  not  used.  The  order  was 
passed  unanimously  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 
I  don't  know  whether  the  colleague  — 

Coun.  BUSH — Mr.  President,  will  the  councilor 
yield  for  an  explanation? 

Coun.  KELLY — No,  Mr.  President,  1  will  not 
yield.  I  will  do  the  explaining.  It  seems  when 
you  are  in  a  minority  in  a  body  of  twenty-two 
you  are  bound  to  have  criticism  directed  at  you. 
1  think  there  is  nobody  in  the  entire  City  of  Bos- 
ton who  has  taken  more  abuse  than  the  councilor 
from  Dorchester  speaking  just  now.  1  have  no 
defenders  because  I  am  in  the  minority.  Of 
course,  one  of  the  majority,  like  the  President, 
will  have  his  defenders  who  will  come  to  his  assist- 
ance, but  I  have  been  practically  alone  here. 
1  am  making  the  people's  fight.  But  1  will  not  be 
alone  in  November,  when  the  people  have  their 
say.  That  is  when  1  will  have  plenty  of  sup- 
porters, and  when  perhaps  some  of  the  other 
members  will  be  looking  for  supporters. 

Coun.  BUSH — Mr.  President,  the  order  to 
which  the  councilor  has  just  referred  may  seem 
to  him  exactly  like  the  order  introduced  today, 
but  it  does  not  seem  so  to  me.  Furthermore,  the 
order  he  introduced  at  that  time  was  uncbnstitu- 
tional,  because  it  provides  that  only  legal  residents 
of  Boston  be  given  employment  on  these  jobs. 
That  would  be  illegal,  because  it  is  against  the 
law.  The  statutes  specifically  state  that  if  a  man 
is  a  resident,  a  legal  resident  of  the  Commonwealth, 
a  citizen,  he  is  entitled  to  receive  employment  in 
any  city  or  town  of  the  Commonwealth,  with  the 
exception  that  preference  may  be  given  to  resi- 
dents of  the  city  or  town  in  which  the  work  is 
being  done. 

Coun.  HEIN — Mr.  President,  1  move  the  pre- 
vious question. 

Coun.  KELLY — Mr.  President,  the  previous 
question  moved  by  Jim  Hein  of  Brighton,  the 
expert! 

The  main  question  was  ordered,  and  the  order 
was  declared  passed  under  a  suspension  of  the 
rule. 

Coun.  KELLY— Mr.  President. 

President  McGRATH — For  what  purpose  does 
the  gentleman  rise? 

Coun.  KELLY — Just  to  make  a  few  remarks, 
Mr.  President. 

President  McGRATH— Is  there  objection? 

Coun.  HEIN— Yes,  Mr.  President. 

President  McGRATH — Councilor  Hein  objects. 

Motion,  orders  and  resolutions. 


LEGION'S  ACTION   ON  EIGHTEENTH 

AMENDMENT. 
Coun.  DOWD  offered  the  following: 
Resolved,  That  the  Boston  City  Council  com- 
mends the  action  of  the  National  Convention  of 
the  American  Legion  in  calling  for  the  resubmis- 
sion of  the  Eighteenth  Amendment  to  the  Con- 
stitution to  the  people  of  the  various  states,  and 
be  it 
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Ordered,  That  copies  of  this  resolve  be  for- 
warded to  the  President  of  the  United  States,  and 
to  the  two  United  States  Senators  and  sixteen 
Representatives  in  Congress  from  Massachusetts. 

Coun.  DOWD — Mr.  President,  isn't  it  rather 
an  odd  coincidence,  this  talk  we  have  had  about 
unemployment  and  nonresidents,  coming  up  just 
when  I  was  about  to  introduce  this  orderj  The 
order  calls  upon  the  Boston  City  Council  to 
commend  the  action  of  the  American  Legion  in 
their  National  Convention  at  Detroit  in  asking  the 
President  and  Congress  of  the  United  States  to 
resubmit  the  Eighteenth  Amendment  to  the 
various  states  for  their  action.  To  my  mind,  if 
there  is  one  solution  of  the  unemployment  situa- 
tion in  American  it  is  the  return  to  beer  throughout 
the  entire  country.  I  say  that  during  prohibition 
the  United  States  of  America  has  expended 
$5,800,000,000  in  attempting  to  enforc  the 
prohibitory  law,  and  that  enough  money  has  been 
thus  spent  to  materially  relieve  the  distress  that 
has  come  about  through  unemployment,  and 
that  in  addition  there  has  been  no  opportunity 
for  the  company  to  obtain  the  revenues  that 
might  have  been  obtained  to  the  farmers  of 
America  for  their  wheat  and  grain,  and  for  the 
benefit  of  all  the  rest  of  us.  If  the  present  law 
could  be  done  away  with,  here  in  Boston  alone 
we  would  see  25,000  people  placed  immediately  at 
work.  Therefore,  1  feel  that  there  will  be  great 
benefit  to  the  country  at  large  if  Congress  and  the 
President  see  fit  to  place  before  the  people  this 
fair  question,  as  proposed  by  the  American  Legion 
in  their  great  convention  in  Detroit.  1  realize 
that  the  Boston  City  Council  is  against  the 
memorializing  of  our  representatives  in  Congress, 
our  senators  or  our  President,  but  1  say  the  time 
has  come  when  Boston  should  send  word  through- 
out the  country  that  the  City  Council  of  Boston 
in  regular  assembly  votes  to  stand  behind  the 
American  Legion.  Let  us  say  to  the  President, 
to  the  Senate  and  to  the  House  of  Representatives, 
in  God's  name  give  us  something  in  return  for 
what  we  believe  the  American  people  demand. 
Let  us  return  to  what  the  people  of  Boston  voted 
for  in  the  recent  presidential  campaign.  1  asked 
the  members  to  send  word  throughout  the  coun- 
try that  the  City  Council  of  Boston  is  the  first 
municipal  organization  to  go  on  record  as  endors- 
ing and  commending  the  action  of  the  greatest 
body  of  men  in  the  entire  country,  the  American 
Legion.     (Applause  from  the  galleries.) 

Coun.  GREEN — Mr.  President,  1  move  you 
sir,  that  if  this  vote  is  taken  it  be  by  roll  call. 

Coun.  NORTON— Mr.  President,  four  years, 
ago  it  was  considered  a  great  sin  for  the  American 
Legion  in  this  state  to  even  allow  a  resolution 
against  prohibition  to  be  introduced.  The  last 
time  when  I  brought  it  up,  in  Williamstown, 
Massachusetts,  Governor  Allen  was  on  the  plat- 
form and  1  was  ruled  out  of  order,  I  think,  four 
times.  It  was  considered  an  improper  thing  to 
discuss  the  matter  in  an  American  Legion  con- 
vention, although  the  first  line  of  the  preamble  of 
the  objects  of  the  American  Legion  is,  "For  God 
and  country,  organized  to  perpetuate  the  laws  of 
America,"  and  nothing  has  done  more  to  under- 
mine the  fundamental  law  of  this  country  since 
the  days  of  slavery  than  the  Eighteenth  Amend- 
ment. And  the  Legion  last  year  in  convention  in 
Boston  refused  to  even  consider  the  presentation 
of  such  a  resolution.  Now,  in  the  first  place,  the 
resolution  passed  this  year  by  the  Legion  in  its 
Detroit  convention,  asks  for  resubmission  to  the 
state  of  this  question.  So  far  as  resubmission  is 
concerned,  it  means  very  little.  1  do  not  believe 
there  is  an  impartial  observer  in  America  who 
believes  that  resubmission  will  do  any  good. 
Thirteen  states  can  prevent  the  Eighteenth 
Amendment  of  the  Constitution  from  being  taken 
out.  Never  in  the  history  of  our  country  has 
there  been  amendment  taken  from  the  Constitu- 
tion, and  how  can  we  hope  that  the  resubmission 
of  the  amendment  to  the  forty-eight  states  of  the 
Union  will  give  any  relief?  Kather,  the  way  to 
attack  this  problem  is  by  attacking  the  Volstead 
Act  in  Congress.  We  have  two  different  laws 
pertaining  to  prohibition.  One  is  the  Eighteenth 
Amendment  to  the  Constitution.  That  simply 
provides  that  you  shall  not  manufacture,  sell  or 
transport  intoxicating  liquors.  That  is  all  that 
the  Eighteenth  Amendment  means,  that  is  its 
entire  import.  The  Volstead  Act,  however,  intro- 
duced by  Andrew  Volstead  of  Minnesota,  comes 
along  and  says  that  a  beverage  containing  over 
one  half  of  1  per  cent  in  volume  of  alcohol  is 
intoxicating.     We  have  on  the  floor  of  Congress 


at  the  present  time  125  votes  out  of  430  in  favor 
of  changing  the  Volstead  Act.  Some  result  may 
be  achieved  in  the  next  few  years  along  that  line, 
by  bringing  about  a  change  in  that  act.  But  it 
will  not  be  possible  to  bring  about  a  change  in  the 
Eighteenth  Amendment  through  the  several  states, 
although  no  doubt  it  is  a  good  idea  to  motivate 
and  try  to  get  under  way  such  a  change  as  sug- 
gested by  the  resolution  of  the  Legion.  But  that 
offers  no  relief.  The  relief  must  come  through 
Congress,  and  by  changing  the  Volstead  Act. 
And  through  changing  that  act  so  that  there  may 
be  4  per  cent  of  alcohol  allowed,  or  possibly  5J  per 
cent  by  weight,  a  good  glass  of  beer  can  be  obtained. 
Only  in  that  way  can  we  obtain  a  good  glass  of 
beer.  Resubmission  to  the  state  would  mean 
very  little  and  of  course  no  immediate  action 
could  be  taken  even  to  that  end  at  the  present 
time,  with  but  125  votes  out  of  430.  It  may  be 
possible,  however,  within  a  few  years,  to  obtain  a 
change  in  the  Volstead  Act,  through  Congress. 
The  action  of  the  Legion  is  a  very  good  thing,  of 
course,  in  keeping  the  subject  in  front  of  the 
people.  The  real  solution  of  the  question  can 
only  be  brought  about,  however,  by  amendment 
of  the  Volstead  law,  which  may,  perhaps,  by  per- 
sistent campaigning,  be  done,  experts  feel,  in 
from  four  to  six'  years.  I  simply  say,  let  us  look 
at  these  things  with  a  little  common  sense. 

Coun.  WILSON — Mr.  President,  as  I  under- 
stand this  resolution,  we  are  asked  to  vote  to 
support  the  action  of  the  American  Legion  in  its 
convention  in  Detroit,  without  knowing  just  how 
that  action  was  worded.  I  think  it  would  help 
considerably  if  we  had  the  resolution  that  the 
Legion  adopted  as  a  part  of  the  record.  We 
are  now  asked,  however,  to  commend  them  for  a 
definite  resolution,  without  knowing  just  what 
that  resolution  is.  Do  I  understand  that  the 
gentleman  who  introduced  the  resolution,  the 
gentleman  from  Hyde  Park  or  any  other  member, 
can  tell  us  for  purposes  of  the  record  what  the 
wording  of  the  resolution  we  are  asked  to  commend 
is? 

Coun.  DOWD — Mr.  President,  I  have  no  objec- 
tion to  the  clerk  filing  a  copy  of  the  resolution,  if 
obtainable. 

President  McGRATH — Does  the  gentleman 
wish  the  matter  laid  on  the  table  for  the  present? 

Coun.  DOWD — No,  Mr.  President.  I  move 
that  it  be  referred  to  executive  session  so  that 
we  may  get  a  copy  of  the  resolution. 

President  McGRATH— The  Chair  would  sug- 
gest an  amendment  referring  to  "the  resolution  as 
passed  by  the  American  Legion." 

Coun.  DOWD— That  is  all  right,  Mr.  President. 

The  Clerk  read  the  resolution  as  it  was  proposed 
to   be  amended. 

Coun.  WILSON — Mr.  President,  we  will  be 
here  a  little  while  yet.  Is  there  any  objection  to 
sending  this  resolution  to  executive  session,  so 
that  we  may  know  what  the  resolution  adopted 
by  the  Legion  is?  I  prefer  that  action  to  having 
the  resolution  amended  so  as  to  refer  to  the  reso- 
lution as  passed  by  the  American  Legion.  I,  for 
one,  would  like  to  know  what  the  resolution  was. 
Of  course,  I  read  newspaper  headlines  like  every- 
body else,  but  when  we  are  going  to  take  definite 
action  we  ought  to  know  definitely  what  we  are 
acting  upon. 

The  resolution  was  referred  to  the  Executive 
Committee. 


EDISON    COMPANY'S   DEPOSIT    TOR 
REINSTALLATION. 

Coun.  DOWD  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Edison  Electric  Illuminating 
Company  be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the 
Mayor,  to  not  demand  a  five-dollar  deposit  for 
the  reinstallation  of  electric  current  after  bills 
have  been  paid  in  full. 

Coun.  DOWD — Mr.  President,  while  the  Edison 
Electric  Illuminating  Company  has  been  very 
fair  when  called  upon,  still  it  seems  just  that  when 
anybody  has  had  his  lights  turned  off  for  nonpay- 
ment, when  he  has  been  able  to  scrape  together 
$3,  $4  or  $5  and  pay  the  bill  so  that  they  may  be 
turned  on.  the  company,  if  he  has  paid  his  bills 
in  the  past,  should  not  make  too  severe  a  require- 
ment of  him,  and  should  not  require  him  to  wait 
until  he  is  able  to  pay  another  $5  deposit.  These 
people  are  endeavoring  to  pay  their  bills,  they 
are  not  trying  to  evade,  not  running  out  of  Boston, 
and  I  believe  that  the  company  during  these  days 
< > f  depression,  if  a  person  is  honestly  endeavoring 
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to  pay  his  bills,  will  reinstall  the  lights  in  such  a 
case  without  asking  for  the  $5. 

The  order  was  passed  under  a  suspension  of 
the  rule. 


MONEY,   NOT  MEALS,   FOR  HOSPITAL 
EMPLOYEES. 

Ooun.  DOWD  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Trustees  of  the  Boston  City 
Hospital  be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the 
Mayor,  to  consider  the  advisability,  and  to  report 
to  the  City  Council,  of  discontinuing  the  practice 
of  providing  meals  for  employees,  and  instead  to 
allow  them  one  dollar  daily  in  lieu  of  subsistence. 

Coun.  DOWD — Mr.  President,  at  the  present 
time  in  our  City  Hospital,  or  in  city  institutions, 
there  are  probably  a  thousand  employees  supposed 
to  receive  twenty-one  meals  a  week,  and  they 
are  charged  a  certain  amount  of  money  for  each 
meal.  Sixty  per  cent  or  more  of  the  people  who 
work  in  the  City  Hospital  are  married  men  or 
women  who  have  families  at  home.  Then,  many 
of  them  have  split  hours  and  it  is  not  fair  to  ask 
them  to  wait  two  or  three  hours  for  dinner  or  for 
supper.  I  believe  if  the  City  Hospital  trustees 
should  tomorrow  see  fit  to  allow  these  people  a 
dollar  a  day  in  lieu  of  meals,  it  would  help  out 
immensely.  It  would  not  cost  the  trustees  any- 
thing, because  the  thing  could  be  arranged  accord- 
ingly, and  it  would  give  an  opportunity  to  give 
the  patients  the  proper  and  right  kind  of  honest, 
decent  food,  that  they  are  entitled  to.  So  I  hope 
the  trustees  will  consider  the  advisability  of  doing 
away  with  the  furnishing  of  meals  in  such  cases 
and  allowing  these  people  a  dollar  a  day  in  addi- 
tion to  their  salaries. 

The  order  was  passed  under  a  suspension  of 
the  rule. 


EXPENSES   OF   STUDENT   NURSES. 

Coun.  DOWD  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  the 
Boston  City  Hospital  be  requested,  through  his 
Honor  the  Mayor,  to  consider  and  report  to  the 
City  Council  upon  the  advisability  of  providing 
funds  in  the  budget  to  meet  the  necessary  expenses 
of  girls  entering  the  hospital  as  student  nurses. 

Coun.  DOWD — Mr.  President,  one  of  the 
greatest  obstacles  which  I  am  informed  that  the 
trustees  of  the  hospital  are  up  against  is  the  fact 
that  they  cannot  secure  student  nurses  to  come 
in  and  train  for  the  work.  In  looking  into  the 
matter  I  was  surprised  to  find  that  a  student  nurse 
entering  a  class  has  to  give  between  $100  and  $125, 
I  see  no  reason  why  the  City  of  Boston  cannot 
furnish  the  necessary  uniforms  and  books.  These 
student  nurses  do  not  receive  an  exorbitant  salary, 
and  yet  they  are  put  to  this  expense,  and  have  to 
work  some  time  before  they  can  begin  to  get  it 
back.  I  believe  the  City  of  Boston  is  big  enough 
to  finance  the  students,  and  if  the  city  will  do  that 
it  will  get  students  in  Boston  who  are  willing  to 
go  into  the  service,  and  will  not  have  to  go  out 
of  the  country  for  student  nurses.  We  can  get 
all  the  student  nurses  we  desire  right  here  from 
our  high  schools  and  otherwise,  if  we  will  go  at 
it  in  the  right  way.  But  the  parents  of  girls  going 
to  high  school  cannot  afford  to  spend  $100  to  $125 
to  have  them  enter  the  City  Hospital.  If  we  will 
do  away  with  that  custom,  instead  of  having  to 
go  to  alien  countries  to  get  student  nurses,  we  can 
get  them  right  here  in  our  own  city,  girls  who  will 
be  glad  to  go  into  training. 

Coun.  KELLY — Mr.  President,  I  think  this  is 
a  very  good  order.  I  understand  that  the  student 
nurses  get  but  $180  for  their  entire  first  year  of 
service,  and  they  are  now  required  to  undergo  an 
initial  expense  of  $125  the  first  year.  It  is  a  rank 
injustice,  and  I  think  the  City  Hospital  trustees 
will  right  this  condition. 

The  order  was  passed  under  a  suspension  of 
the  rules. 


ADDITIONAL  PUBLIC  WELFARE  VISITORS. 

Coun.  DOWD  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,    That    the    Overseers    of    the    Public 

Welfare    be    requested,    through    his    Honor    the 

Mayor,   to   immediately  appoint   fifty  additional 

visitors  in  that  department. 

Coun.  DOWD — Mr.  President,  when  the  state 

passed  the  Old  Age  Pension  law  it  was  felt  that 


within  a  month  or  two  there  would  be  some  action. 
It  went  into  effect  July  1.  We  have  gone  through 
August  and  September  and  are  now  about  enter- 
ing the  month  of  October,  and  no  real  action  has 
been  taken  under  that  law.  I  say  it  is  a  crying 
shame  to  compel  old  people  of  seventy  to  eighty 
to  continually  go  down  there,  as  they  are  doing 
every  two  weeks  or  so,  to  find  out  what  is  holding 
the  thing  up.  The  only  thing  is  lack  of  help. 
Talk  about  the  millions  being  spent  by  the  Over- 
seers,—  I  can  cite  eight  different  cases  that  have 
come  to  my  attention  within  the  last  few  weeks 
where  a  visitor  has  not  been  out  to  examine  into 
conditions  in  the  last  six  months.  What  do  they 
kno%v  about  whether  a  man  or  woman  is  working 
or  what  is  going  on?  It  is  not  the  visitor's  fault. 
A  visitor  cannot  take  care  of  a  thousand  or  twelve 
hundred  cases.  1  say  that  if  fifty  additional 
visitors  were  appointed  it  would  save  to  the  city 
many,  many  thousands  of  dollars,  because  people 
may  have  been  working  a  matter  of  two  months 
and  nobody  knows  anything  about  it.  So  I  say 
to  the  Mayor  of  Boston  that  if  he  wants  to  save 
money  for  the  city  he  should  appoint  fifty  addi- 
tional visitors  and  let  them  go  out  and  see  the 
conditions  under  which  the  money  is  being  paid. 

The  order  was  passed  under   suspension  of  the 
rule. 


COAL  DEALERS  DEALT  WITH. 

Coun.  DOWD  offered  the  foUowing: 

Ordered,  That  the  Overseers  of  the  Public 
Welfare  be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the 
Mayor,  to  file  with  the  City  Council  a  list  of  the 
coal  dealers  with  whom  they  propose  to  do  business 
during  the  coming  winter. 

Coun.  DOWD— Air.  President,  I  brought  out 
clearly  during  the  past  year  that  two  of  the  coal 
dealers  who  were  receiving  quite  a  lot  of  money 
from  the  Overseers  of  the  City  of  Boston  were  men 
convicted  in  court  for  short-weighting  the  City  of 
Boston.  Boston  spends  upwards  of  $700,000  a 
year  for  coal  for  its  poor,  and  I  see  no  logical  rea- 
son why  requests  for  bids  cannot  be  sent  out  and 
the  contracts  awarded  to  really  reliable  concerns. 
I  am  anxious  to  find  out  if  the  Mayor  is  going  to 
have  the  audacity  to  allow  two  dealers  who  have 
been  convicted  in  court  to  continue  to  do  business 
with  the  city  this  year.  I  say  to  the  Oiserseers,  if 
they  want  to  save  money,  instead  of  spending  $16 
and  $16.50  for  a  ton  of  coal,  why  should  they  not 
send  out  for  competitive  bids?  Why  not  let  the 
thing  to  some  really  good,  conservative  concern 
that  will  deliver  the  goods? 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rules. 


SIDEWALK   ON   WINTHROP   STREET. 

Coun.  DOWD  offered  the  following: 

Ordered, — That  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  make  a  sidewalk  along  Winthrop  street 
(easterly  side),  from  Fairland  street  to  76  feet 
southeasterly,  Ward  8,  in  front  of  the  estates 
bordering  thereon;  said  sidewalk  to  be  from  3  to 
10  inches  above  the  gutter  adjoining,  to  be  from 
5  to  12  feet  in  width,  and  to  be  built  of  artificial 
stone,  with  granite  edgestones,  under  the  pro- 
visions of  chapter  196  of  the  Special  Acts  of  1917. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


PROPOSED  IMPROVEMENTS  FOR  WARD  11. 
Coun.  ENGLERT  offered  the  foUowing: 
Ordered,  That  the  Board  of  Street  Commis- 
sioners be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor, 
to  lay  out  and  accept  Supple  street,  Ward  11,  as  a 
public  highway. 

Ordered,  That  the  Board  of  Street  Commis- 
sioners be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor, 
to  accept  and  lay  out  Brinton  street,  Ward  11,  as  a 
public  highway. 

Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor, 
to  repave  Beech  Glen  street,  Ward  11,  with  smooth 
paving. 

Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  be  requested,-  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor, 
to  install  a  sufficient  number  of  electric  arc  lamps 
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along  Forest  Hills  street,  Ward  11,  that  will  pro- 
vide for  the  adequate  illumination  of  said  street. 

Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  make  a  sidewalk  along  Beech  Glen  street, 
from  Fort  avenue  to  Highland  street,  Ward  11, 
in  front  of  the  estates  bordering  thereon;  said 
sidewalk  to  be  from  3  to  10  inches  above  the  gutter 
adjoining,  to  be  from  5  to  12  feet  in  width,  and  to 
be  built  of  artificial  stone,  with  granite  edgestones, 
under  the  provisions  of  chapter  196  of  the  Special 
Acts  of  1917. 

Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  make  a  sidewalk  along  Rosemary  street, 
from  South  street  to  land  of  Old  Colony  Railroad 
Company,  Ward  11,  in  front  of  the  estates  border- 
ing thereon;  said  sidewalk  to  be  from  3  to  10  inches 
above  the  gutter  adjoining,  to  be  from  5  to  12  feet 
in  width,  and  to  be  built  of  artificial  stone,  with 
granite  edgestones,  under  the  provisions  of  chapter 
196  of  the  Special  Acts  of  1917. 

Severally  passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


REPLACING  WASTE  RECEPTACLES, 
SOUTH  END. 

Coun.  GLEASON  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Works 
be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to 
replace  the  waste  paper  receptacles  which  were 
recently  removed  from  the  various  streets  in  the 
South  End. 

Coun.  GLEASON — Mr.  President,  in  my  dis- 
trict, the  South  End,  where  there  are  a  great  many 
rooming  houses,  these  receptacles  were  taken  away 
quite  a  while  ago,  leaving  the  alleys  and  streets  in 
a  deplorable  condition.  I  am  going  to  ask  the 
Mayor  to  replace  the  receptacles,  because  more 
than  90  per  cent  of  the  people  running  rooming 
houses  in  my  district  have  asked  me  to  do  so.  I 
hope  the  order  will  pass  today  and  go  to  his  Honor 
the  Mayor  and  that  the  receptacles  will  be  replaced. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


STREET  IMPROVEMENTS  IN  WARD  12. 

Coun.  BUSH  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  that  the  Public  Works  Commissioner 
be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to 
resurface  with  smooth  paVement  Akron  street, 
Ward  12. 

Ordered,  That  the  Public  Works  Commissioner 
be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to 
resurface  with  smooth  pavement  Copeland  street, 
Ward  12. 

Ordered,  That  the  Public  Works  Commissioner 
be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to 
resurface  with  smooth  pavement  Dunreath  street, 
Ward  12. 

Ordered,  That  the  Public  Works  Commissioner 
be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to 
resurface  with  smooth  pavement  Hartwell  street, 
Ward  12. 

Ordered,  That  the  Public  Works  Commissioner 
be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to 
resurface  with  smooth  pavement  Fenno  street, 
Ward  12. 

Orders  severally  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


STREET  IMPROVEMENTS  IN  WARD  17. 

Coun.  WILSON  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,    That    the    Commissioner    of    Public 
Works    be    requested,    through    his    Honor    the 
Mayor,   to   repave   Bloomfield   street,   Ward    17, 
with  smooth  paving. 

Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the 
Mayor,  to  repair  and  replace  brick  sidewalk  on 
Tonawanda  street,  Ward  17,  with  granolithic 
material. 

Severally  passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


PROPOSED  REARRANGEMENT  OF 
SCHOOL  VACATION. 

Coun.  WILSON  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be,  and  he 
hereby  is,  respectfully  requested  to  confer  with  the 
School  Committee  of  the  City  of  Boston  with 
reference  to  an  elimination  of  the  February  vaca- 
tion period  in  the  Boston  schools  and  the  exten- 
sion of  the  summer  vacation  for  an  additional 
period  of  one  week  in  September. 

Coun.  WILSON— Mr.  President,  I  will  not 
speak  at  length  on  this  particular  order,  except  to 
say  I  have  received  innumerable  requests  from 
school  teachers  and  parents  in  the  Dorchester 
district  calling  attention  to  the  fact  that,  due  to 
the  early  opening  of  the  schools  in  September,  the 
children  lose  one  week  of  the  best  period  of  the 
year  — -  incidentally  running,  as  they  did  this 
year,  into  the  infantile  paralysis  epidemic,  as  a 
result  of  which  it  was  the  desire  of  practically 
every  parent  to  have  the  children  stay  out  until 
October.  So  this  order  more  clearly  points  out 
the  possibility  of  making  this  extension  in  Sep- 
tember and  wiping  out  the  week  coming  at  an 
inclement  season  of  the  year,  it  being  felt  that  an 
extension  of  the  time  in  a  season  which  would  do 
the  children  most  good  would  be  preferable. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


EXTENSION   OF  TAX  PAYMENTS. 

Coun.  WILSON  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  corporation  counsel  be  re- 
quested, through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  initiate 
such  legislation  as  will  annually  permit  part  pay- 
ment of  real  estate  taxes,  with  reasonable  exten- 
sions by  the  city  collector,  in  cases  where  fifty  per 
cent,  and  in  cases  where  seventy-five  per  cent, 
of  a  real  estate  tax  is  paid. 

Coun.  WILSON — Mr.  President,  I  have  intro- 
duced that  order  as  a  result  of  the  constant  de- 
mands which  have  been  made  upon  me,  and  I 
know  every  member  of  the  Council  is  aware  of  the 
selling  of  properties  in  his  district  for  the  1930  un- 
paid taxes,  which  the  tax  collector  of  the  City  of 
Boston  had  to  do  under  the  law,  and  you  are  all 
aware  of  the  hardships  thereby  involved.  No 
doubt  you  know  of  instances,  as  I  do,  where  con- 
stituents were  in  a  position  to  pay  25  or  50  per 
cent  of  the  1930  tax,  and  yet  the  tax  sale  had  to  go 
through,  the  land  sharks  of  Boston  being  given  an 
opportunity  to  walk  in  under  the  law,  through  no 
fault  of  ours  or  of  the  tax  collector,  and  make  a  very 
easy  exorbitant  profit  from  the  transaction.  I 
know  of  one  instance  where  the  amount  of  the  tax 
was  $170  odd,  and  the  man  had  sufficient  money  to 
come  within  $15  or  $17  of  paying  the  tax.  But 
under  trie  law  it  was  necessary  for  the  City  Col- 
lector to  refuse  the  amount  he  had  and  offered  and 
the  property  had  to  be  sold  for  taxes.  I  feel  that, 
in  such  a  time  as  this,  at  least,  emergency  legisla- 
tion should  be  passed  covering  the  present  period, 
so  that  the  average  taxpayer  who  can  scrape  up  a 
reasonable  amount  of  money  may  be  given  three 
months  extension  or  six  months  extension.  In 
such  a  case  as  I  have  referred  to,  where  a  man 
came  within  about  $17  of  the  amount  sufficient  to 
pay  the  tax,  it  does  seem  as  though  the  amount  he 
had  to  offer  should  be  taken  and  that  the  property 
should  not  be  sold  for  taxes,  compelling  him  within 
a  year  or  so,  if  he  wished  to  redeem  it,  to  pay  an 
exorbitant  amount,  8  per  cent  running  against  the 
poor  fellow.  The  charge  against  him  should  not 
run  against  the  $170  but  against  the  $17  which  he 
had  failed  to  raise,  in  sucli  a  case.  I  think  legisla- 
tion of  tltis  sort  should  be  passed  in  these  times  of 
emergency. 

Coun.  KELLY — Mr.  President,  this  is  another 
time  when  1  must  agree  with  one  of  the  Curley  boys 
(laughter)  and  say  that  he  has  introduced  a  very 
good  order  and  1  hope  the  Mayor  will  take  into 
consideration  the  merits  of  the  order;  that  he  will 
not  do  as  he  did  a  year  ago  when  a  similar  order  was 
introduced  by  myself  and  passed  unanimously  in 
the  Council,  asking  for  an  extension  of  time  in 
worthy  cases,  and  when  he  refused  to  even  answer 
this  honorable  body.  The  time  for  the  Mayor  to 
have  done  a  tiling  of  this  sort  was  at  the  first  of 
this  year.  But  he  has  not  done  it  and  1  hope  that 
a  year  from  now  the  Mayor,  instead  of  saying  pros- 
perity is  coming  this  winter,  will  realize  as  others 
do,  that  it  is  not  coming,  that  he  will  tell  the  truth 
and  Bay  that  the  winter  is  going  to  be  worse  than 
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the  last  one.  He  should  have  instructed  the  Cor- 
poration Counsel  early  in  the  year  to  draw  up  legis- 
lation so  that  these  worthy  poor  might  be  relieved 
and  their  homes  not  sold  over  their  heads.  It 
should  have  been  done  some  time  ago,  Mr.  Presi- 
dent. 

Coun.  WILSON — Mr.  President,  even  when  one 
is  right  he  sometimes  finds  himself  in  strange  com- 
pany (laughter),  and  that  is  the  way  I  now  feel 
when  I  find  myself  in  agreement  with  the  file 
closer  from  Ward  15.  I  by  no  means  resent  the 
reference  to  me  as  one  of  the  Curley  boys, — in  fact, 
1  even  regard  it  in  the  nature  of  praise,  because  1 
had  to  wait  until  the  Republican  Mayor  got 
through  in  order  to  get  the  first  playground  in 
Ward  17  at  the  hands  of  a  Democratic  Mayor. 

The  order  was  passed  under  a  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


STREET   IMPROVEMENTS,   WARD    18. 

Coun.  NORTON  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,    That    the    Board    of    Street   Commis- 
sioners   be    requested,    through    his    Honor    the 
Mayor,    to   accept   and    lay    out    Milton   avenue, 
Ward  18,  as  a  public  highway. 

Ordered,  That  the  Board  of  Street  Commis- 
sioners be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the 
Mayor,  to  accept  and  lay  out  Freeland  street, 
Ward  18,  as  a  public  highway. 

Ordered,  That  the  Board  of  Street  Commis- 
sioners be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the 
Mayor,  to  accept  and  lay  out  Ruskin  road,  Ward  18, 
as  a  public  highway. 

Severally  passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


OPINION    ASKED    ON    FIVE-DAY    WEEK. 

Coun.  NORTON  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Boston  Finance  Commission 
is  hereby  requested  to  inform  the  City  Council 
as  to  its  opinion  of  the  advisability  and  feasibility 
of  instituting  the  five-day  week  in  the  city  govern- 
ment commencing  in   1932. 

Coun.  NORTON — Mr.  President,  I  am  anxious 
to  see  the  five-day-week  proposal  of  the  Mayor  put 
into  effect  providing  it  means  no  more  expense  to 
the  City  of  Boston.  The  present  chairman  of  the 
Finance  Commission  last  year  introduced  into  the 
Massachusetts  Legislature  House  Bill  150,  in  which 
he  requested  that  all  the  offices  of  the  government 
shall  be  open  for  the  public  transaction  of  business 
on  all  days  except  Saturdays,  Sundays  and  legal 
holidays.  I  am  inclined  to  believe  that  the  chair- 
man of  the  Finance  Commission  is  in  sympathy 
with  this  idea.  I  would  like  to  obtain  a  report  from 
him  for  the  Council,  setting  forth  his  ideas  of  the 
Mayor's  five-day-week  proposal.  I  would  like  to 
see  a  five-day-week,  provided  it  means  no  more  ex- 
pense to  the  City  of  Boston. 

Coun.  DOWD — Mr.  President,  I  am  personally 
in  favor  of  the  five-day-week,  provided  it  shall  not 
result  in  the  employees  being  put  on  a  five-day-pay 
basis  The  five-day-week  means  an  increase  of 
$1.56  in  the  tax  rate  of  the  City  of  Boston,  how- 
ever, and  I  am  warning  the  city  employees,  while  I 
have  sympathy  with  them,  that  if  they  have  as- 
surance from  the  civil  service  that  they  will  get  a 
full  week's  pay  for  the  five-day-week,  all  right;  but 
when  the  Mayor  of  Boston  goes  to  the  Legislature 
for  the  settling  of  the  tax  rate  and  the  Legislature 
finds  that  it  will  mean  an  increased  expenditure  of 
$2,500,000  for  the  extra  employees,  the  Legis- 
lature will  then  refuse  to  grant  the  increase;  and 
the  Mayor  is  then  going  to  say  to  the  city  em- 
ployees, "I  did  my  best,  but  the  Legislature  won't 
give  to  me  the  money."  And  then  what  will 
happen?  They  will  be  placed  on  a  five-day-week 
with  five  days'  pay.  I  am  issuing  a  warning  to  the 
city  employees,  under  no  circumstances,  accept  it. 
And  I  say  to  the  Mayor  of  Boston  at  the  present 
time,  fill  the  vacancies  now  existing  in  the  list  of 
laborers,  firemen,  clerical  force.  If  you  do  this  at 
the  present  time  in  this  city  it  means  at  least  S00 
additional  employees,  and  money  has  been  pro- 
vided in  the  budget  to  have  the  positions  filled. 
Over  100  additional  firemen  can  be  used  at  the 
present  time.  When  you  have  a  parade  it  leaves 
three  solitary  firemen  in  one  engine  house  to  pro- 
tect the  lives  and  property  of  the  people  of  the 
City  of  Boston.  So  that  is  what  I  say  to  the 
Mayor,  if  he  is  sincere  in  desiring  to  give  employ- 
ment  to   our   citizens.     I   say   to   the   Mayor   of 


Boston,  before  he  starts  a  five-day-week,  he  should 
at  least  fill  the  vacancies  existing  in  the  Fire  De- 
partment, the  Police  Department,  the  Sanitary, 
Sewer  and  Water  Works  and  in  the  clerical  de- 
partments of  the  City  of  Boston. 

Coun.  KELLY — Mr.  President  we  heard  con- 
siderable in  the  Mayor's  Labor  Day  oration  about 
the  five-day  week  for  city  employees.  The  Mayor 
claims  that  he  has  the  right  to  give  the  city  em- 
ployees a  five-day  week  without  action  by  the 
Legislature,  when  anybody  with  any  legal  knowl- 
edge knows  that  the  most  that  the  Mayor  of 
Boston  can  do  is  to  give  six  days'  pay  for  a  five 
and  a  half-day  week.  In  other  words,  we  have 
the  power  to  give  the  city  employees  a  half-holiday 
on  Saturday,  which  has  been  done  for  years  and 
years.  Now  the  five-day  week  presents  a  very 
important  problem.  I  heard  in  the  Symphony 
Hall  inaugural  address  by  the  Mayor  almost  two 
years  ago  his  promise  of  a  five-day  week  to  city 
employees,  and  I  have  seen  him  make  no  attempt 
whatever  to  comply  with  this  promise.  But  on 
Labor  Day,  in  his  address  to  labor  men  of  the  city 
and  state,  he  promised  a  five-day  week  to  city 
employees,  knowing  deep  down  in  his  heart  that 
he  couldn't  possibly  do  it.  We  have  a  right  as  city 
fathers  to  find  out  what  the  motive  of  these  re- 
marks in  favor  of  the  five-day  week  is.  Coun. 
Dowd  ably  stated  that  the  Legislature  will  not  give 
the  Mayor  of  the  City  of  Boston  authority  to  give 
six  days'  pay  for  five  days'  work.  I  think  every- 
body is  assured  of  that.  Regardless  of  how  the 
Council  may  think  about  it,  the  Legislature,  com- 
prising representatives  of  the  people  of  the  entire 
state,  will  not  do  it.  But,  of  course,  every  single 
thing  that  the  Mayor  proposes  in  order  to  obtain 
publicity,  has  some  motive  behind  it,  and  it  is 
usually  a  selfish  motive;  and  at  this  time  I  believe 
I  am  in  order  in  expressing  what  I  think  is  his 
motive  in  the  speech  he  made  on  Labor  Day  on 
Boston  Common.  This  is  what  I  think  is  his 
reason,  and  I  think  the  members  here  will  admit 
that  the  statements  I  made  a  year  ago  about  his 
motive  have  turned  out  to  be  true.  Six  months 
from  now  what  I  am  now  saying  will  also,  I  feel, 
turn  out  to  be  true.  I  say  that  the  Mayor's  real 
fnotive  in  proposing  a  five-day  week  for  city  em- 
ployees is  really  nothing  but  a  publicity  stunt, 
in  order  that  he  may  have  the  city  employees  of 
every  city  in  the  entire  Commonwealth  with  him 
when  he  is  a  candidate  for  Governor  next  year. 
He  will  go  before  the  Legislature  at  its  next  session, 
I  have  no  doubt,  and  ask  for  a  five-day  week.  It 
will  be  refused  and  then  city  employees  of  all  the 
cities  in  the  entire  state  will  say.  "If  Curley  is 
Governor  he  can  perhaps  get  us  the  five-day  week." 
That  is  what  his  motive  was  in  that  publicity  stunt 
on  Labor  Day.  If  he  is  sincere,  why  did  he  not  do 
this  shortly  after  coming  into  office?  If  he  had  the 
power,  why  did  he  not  do  it  a  week  after  he  assumed 
office?  Why  did  he  wait  until  he  had  some  selfish 
motive,  for  personal  gain?  I  have  called  attention 
to  these  things  as  I  see  them  because  I  promised  the 
people  that  I  would  be  square  with  them,  and  I  can- 
not see  the  taxpayers  and  employees  of  my  district 
being  fooled  in  this  way,  knowing  the  motive  be- 
hind it.  It  was  simply  a  publicity  stunt,  appear- 
ing in  every  paper  in  the  entire  state,  and  in  some 
papers  as  far  away  as  St.  Louis.  I  had  some  sent 
to  me  from  far  places.  But  it  was  nothing  but  a 
publicity  stunt.  If  he  knew  that  he  could  do  it, 
why  did  he  not  do  it  immediately  following  the 
declaration,  or  why  did  he  not  do  it  immediately 
after  entering  upon  office.  But  no,  it  was  simply 
to  obtain  publicity  for  himself  in  furtherance  of 
his  campaign  for  Governor  the  coming  year,  and, 
that  being  so,  we  should  disregard  it  entirely. 

Coun.  GREEN — Mr.  President,  I  am  seeking 
information  this  afternoon  by  rising  at  this  time. 
In  doing  so  I  am  neither  supporting  nor  antago- 
nizing the  Mayor  in  this  matter,  but  I  merely 
u  ish  to  say  that  I  believe  the  American  Federation 
of  Labor,  through  William  Green,  went  on  record 
in  favor  of  the  five-day  week  in  order  to  relieve 
the  depression  in  this  country.  I  believe  Mr. 
Green,  made  that  recommendation  to  every 
Governor  in  every  state  of  the  Union,  and  I  believe 
the  Mayor  of  Boston  was  the  first  man  who  had 
the  courage  to  take  the  initiative  in  the  matter. 
He  was  following  the  recent  suggestion  of  William 
Green,  the  head  of  the  American  Federation  of 
Labor  in  doing  so.  In  saying  this  I  am  not 
rising  as  the  Mayor's  defender,  because  he  needs 
none,  and  when  he  is  wrong  1  will  be  the  first  to 
stand  up  in  this  body  and  criticize  him.  But  the 
American  Federation  of  Labor  has  gone  on  record 
in  favor  of  the  five-day  week,  and  recommended 
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it  to  the  states  and  cities  of  the  nation  as  a  means 
of  relieving  the  present  depression.  I  repeat  that 
the  Mayor  of  our  city  was  the  first  chief  executive 
of  any  city  in  the  Union  who  had  the  courage  to 
take  the  initiative  in  the  matter.  I  believe 
he  should  be  given  proper  credit  for  that,  and  I 
am  going  to  vote  in  favor  of  this  order. 

Coun.  NORTON — Mr.  President,  some  years 
ago,  when  the  ten-hour  day  was  reduced  to  the 
eight-hour  day,  it  was  said  that  to  reduce  from 
ten  hours  to  eight  hours  meant  that  employees 
would  merely  get  eight  hours'  pay.  If  you  will 
go  through  the  records,  you  will  find  that  when 
the  five  and  one  half-day  week  was  substituted 
for  the  six-day  week,  the  same  argument  was 
used,  that  when  the  Saturday  half-holiday  was 
introduced  it  would  mean  five  and  one  half  days' 
pay  instead  of  six  days'  pay.  But,  as  we  know, 
neither  of  those  claims  was  correct.  And  so  we 
are  going  to  have  a  five-day  week  in  the  major 
industries  of  America  in  the  next  five  years,  with 
a  full  week's  pay.  The  other  industries  are  going 
to  follow  Eastman  of  Rochester  and  Procter  & 
Gamble  of  Cincinnati,  and  other  leaders  in  the 
nation,  adopting  the  five-day  week.  It  simply 
means  that  the  idea  is  impregnating  the  minds  of 
all  executives.  Something  must  be  done,  Mr. 
President,  in  the  present  emergency.  I  don't 
believe  we  will  live  to  see  the  day  when  the  majority 
of  men  over  forty-five  year3  of  age,  who  are 
now  out  of  work,  will  go  back  to  work.  That  is 
one  of  the  things  that  has  suggested  the  five-day 
week.  Some  have  claimed  that  the  ideas  of  the 
leader  of  the  Federation  of  Labor  in  this  respect 
are  more  or  less  untrustworthy.  Mr.  President, 
William  Green  is  not  a  Radical.  He  has  been  a 
Protestant  clergyman,  is  a  conservative  gentle- 
man, brilliant  and  far-seeing,  and  we  see  him 
now  indorsing  the  five-day  program.  When  he 
spoke  of  the  five-day  week  he  had  reason  for 
saying  authentically  that  it  was  coming  and 
that  it  must  come  in  order  to  save  American  labor. 
It  is  coming  here,  Mr.  President.  The  colleague 
from  Roxbury  (Coun.  Dowd)  warned  the  city 
employees  that  five  days'  work  means  five  days' 
pay.  I  respectfully  submit  to  him  the  state- 
ments of  Samuel  Gomper3  and  the  history  of  his 
life  and  of  every  fight  he  made  for  the  railroad 
men,  under  the  Adamson  law,  when  it  was  claimed 
by  many  that  the  reduction  from  ten  hours  to 
eight  hours  meant  that  the  men  would  get  eight 
hours'  pay.  But  it  did  not  mean  eight  hours' 
pay,  and  the  reduction  from  ten  hours  to  eight 
hours  did  not  mean  eight  hours'  pay  for  the  machin- 
ists or  for  any  other  employees,  when  it  came  to 
the  pay  envelope.  I  say  that  the  five-day  week  is 
here.  The  City  of  Boston  should  lead  the  way. 
And  let  us  sincerely  trust  that  when  these  great 
movements  come  along  there  shall  be  no  inter- 
jection of  personalities  into  the  arguments 
advanced. 

Coun.  KELLY — Mr.  President,  Councilor 
Green  made  the  statement  that  the. president  of 
the  American  Federation  of  Labor  went  on  record 
as  favoring  the  five-day  week,  that  that  initiated 
the  movement.  I  say  that  perhaps  he  did  favor 
a  five-day  week,  but  my  only  argument  here — 
and  I  think  I  am  justified  in  making  it, — is  that  I 
take  issue  with  the  Mayor  of  Boston  in  his  atti- 
tude at  this  time,  because  he  on  two  different 
occasions  promised  a  five-day  week,  has  gone  on 
record  as  favoring  it  for  city  employees  and, 
although  he  might  have  taken  earlier  some  definite 
action  looking  to  that  end,  he  has  not  done  it. 
In  his  inaugural  address  he  promised  it,  and  again 
on  Labor  Day  he  promised  it,  and  today  it  simply 
remains  among  the  many  false  promises  that  he 
has  failed  to  keep — and  he  does  not  intend  to  keep 
them. 

The  order  was  passed  under  a  suspension  of  the 
rule 


PROPOSED   CHANGE    IN   PURCHASING 
AUTOMOBILES. 

Coun.  NORTON  offered  the  following: 

Ordered, That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  re- 
quested to  consider  the  matter  of  advising  all 
department  heads  that  the  purchase  of  city 
automobiles  will  be  made  at  stated  intervals 
annually,  and  that  all  high-priced  cars  w  ill  be 
replaced,  when  they  are  turned  in,  for  lower  priced 
automobiles. 

Coun.  NORTON — Mr.  President,  in  making  a 
study  of  the  finances  of  the  various  departments, 
through    the    Budget    Department,    1    have    been 


sorry  to  find  that  when  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  wishes  an  automobile  there  is  no  uniformity 
whatever  shown  in  the  selection  and  purchase. 
There  is  a  great  chance  for  improvement  in  the 
way  of  standardizing  the  various  automobiles 
operated  by  the  officials  of  the  city.  It  is  interest- 
ing in  this  connection  to  refer  to  what  is  being 
done  in  other  cities  in  the  matter  of  treatment  of 
city  employees,  while  we  are  considering  questions 
of  economy.  In  the  city  of  Chicago  the  employees 
are  required  to  take  two  weeks'  vacation  without 
pay.  In  the  city  of  Philadelphia  lay-offs  have 
taken  place.  In  Detroit  they  have  o.  three-day 
week  for  laborers,  this  meaning  three  days'  pay. 
In  Cleveland  all  automatic  increases  for  school 
teachers  and  others  have  been  suspended.  In 
San  Francisco  a  thousand  city  employees  have 
been  placed  on  a  5^-day  week,  meaning  5$  days' 
pay.  In  Kansas  City,  under  the  city  manager,  all 
Kansas  city  employees  have  taken  a  25  per  cent 
cut  in  salary.  In  Indianapolis,  all  automatic  in- 
creases in  the  schools  have  been  suspended,  for  the 
most  part.  In  Portland,  Oregon,  there  have  been 
layoffs  and  reductions.  In  Dayton,  Ohio,  the 
street  cleaning  and  garbage  collection  department 
has  been  doing  eight  hours'  work  in  seven  hours 
with  seven  hours'  pay.  This  great  economic  de- 
pression we  have  been  talking  of  for  over  a  year  is 
apparently  on  the  way.  I  cite  at  this  time  these 
facts  in  order  to  substantiate  the  contention  I  have 
attempted  to  place  before  the  colleagues,  that  this 
is  no  time  to  be  wasting  or  squandering  the  city's 
money  on  strandways  over  on  East  Boston's  mud 
fiats,  on  rose  gardens  or  on  lagoons  in  the  Fenway. 
The  order  was  passed  under  a  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


CONDITIONAL   APPROVAL    OF   FIVE-DAY 
WEEK. 
Coun.  NORTON  offered  the  following: 
Resolved,  That  the  City  Council  approves  the 
so-called   five-day   week   idea  for   city   employees 
provided  that  it  can   be  carried  out  with   no  in- 
crease to  the  taxpayers  of  Boston. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


UNEMPLOYMENT   FUND. 

Coun.  NORTON  offered  the  foUowing: 

Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  re- 
quested to  consider  the  matter  of  establishing  an 
Unemployment  Fund  to  be  administered  by  the 
officials  of  the  Department  of  Public  Welfare, 
and  that  all  city  employees,  excepting  those  with 
many  dependents,  be  requested  to  contribute 
one  cent  for  each  dollar  received  in  salary  per 
month. 

Coun.  NORTON — Mr.  President,  a  year  ago  I 
introduced  that  resolution  and  the  Mayor  sent 
word  back  that  it  meant  double  taxation  and 
hence  was  unconstitutional.  That  was  over  a 
year  ago.  Under  present  working  conditions  in  the 
City  of  Boston,  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachu- 
setts and  the  Federal  Government  today,  a  man 
receiving  a  salary  from  the  Government  should  be 
tickled  to  death  to  give  a  cent  per  dollar  each 
month  to  make  up  an  unemployment  fund  for  the 
benefit  of  the  unemployed.  If  Hoston  had  ac- 
cepted that  plan  a  year  ago,  it  would  today  have 
a  fund  of  over  $5,000,000  to  dispense  among  the 
families  of  the  worthy  poor  of  Boston. 

The  order  was  passed  under  a  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


PRAISE   FOR   LIGGETT   COMPANY'S 
PUBLIC   SPIRIT. 

Resolved,  That  the  City  Council  of  Boston 
hereby  commends  the  Liggett  Drug  Company  for 
its  generosity  and  kindness  in  filling  prescriptions 
for  the  worthy  poor  free  of  charge. 

Coun.  NORTON— Mr.  President,  I  was  until 
recently  unfamiliar  with  the  fact  that  the  Liggett 
stores  in  Boston  had  instructed  their  managers 
over  a  year  ago  that  when  a  person  came  to  one 
of  their  stores  with  a  prescription  from  a  medical 
doctor  and  stated  that  he  was  unable  to  pay  for 
the  cost  of  filling  that  prescription,  it  should  be 
given  to  him  free.  I  beheve  under  the  circum- 
stances that  the  Liggett  Company  should  receive 
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the  thankB  of  the  city  government  here  for  their 
public-spirited  action,  which  has  been  going  on 
unknown  to  most  of  us  for  over  a  year. 

The  order  was  referred  to  Committee  on  Rules. 


COMMENDATION  FOR  MUNICIPAL 
EMPLOYMENT  BUREAU. 

President  McGRATH   offered   the   following: 

Resolved,  That  the  Municipal  Employment 
Bureau  of  the  City  of  Boston  be  commended  on  its 
attitude  in  refusing  on  September  2  last,  a  permit 
to  five  men  from  Alabama  who  had  been  sent 
by  the  Silas  Mason  Company  to  the  Employment 
Bureau  to  receive  the  said  Bureau's  indorsement 
to  place  them  at  work  on  the  East  Boston  vehicular 
tunnel  job;    and  be  it  further 

Resolved,  That  the  President  of  the  Compressed 
Air  Workers'  Union,  who  was  present  in  the  office 
at  the  time,  be  also  commended  for  taking  a  stand 
for  Boston  citizens  as  against  men  from  out  of  the 
state  during  this  period  of  depression. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


SIDEWALK,   WAYLAND   STREET. 

President  McGRATH  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  make  a  sidewalk  along  Wayland  street, 
from  Howard  avenue  to  Magnolia  street,  Ward  13, 
in  front  of  the  estates  bordering  thereon;  said 
sidewalk  to  be  from  3  to  10  inches  above  the 
gutter  adjoining,  to  be  from  5  to  12  feet  in  width, 
and  to  be  built  of  artificial  stone,  with  granite 
edgestones,  under  the  provisions  of  chapter  196 
of  the  Special  Acts  of  1917. 

Passed  under  a  suspension  of  the  rules. 


PLAYGROUND,  WARD  2. 
Coun.  GREEN  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  School  Committee  be  re- 
quested, through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  provide 
for  the  acquiring  of  land  and  buildings  on  Main 
street,  between  Walker  and  Eden  streets,  and  on 
Russell  street,  between  Walker  and  Eden  streets, 
Ward  2,  on  both  sides  of  the  new  Junior  High 
School,  to  be  made  into  a  playground  space  about 
said  school. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


PROPOSAL  TO  KEEP  COAL  TRUCKS 

COVERED. 
Coun.  GREEN  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Corporation  Counsel  be  re- 
quested, through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  con- 
sider the  advisability  of  drafting  a  proper  ordinance 
to  compel  trucks  transporting  coal  through  the 
streets  of  Boston  to  be  covered. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


ITEM  FOR  BELL  DIVERS. 
Coun.  GREEN  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Police  Commissioner  be  re- 
quested, through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  include 
in  his  budget  for  the  coming  year  an  item  suffi- 
cient to  cover  the  expense  of  bell  divers  whose 
services  may  be  required  in  the  recovery  of  bodies 
of  persons  drowned  at  the  various  bathing  places 
in  the  City  of  Boston. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


STREET  IMPROVEMENTS,  WARD    19. 
Coun.  MURRAY  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,    That    the    Commissioner    of    Public 
Works    be    requested,    through    his    Honor    the 
Mayor,  to  repave  Spring  Park  avenue,  Ward  19, 
with  smooth  paving. 


Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the 
Mayor,  to  repave  Paul  Gore  street,  Ward  19,  with 
smooth  paving. 

Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor, 
to  repave  Lochstead  avenue.Ward  19,  with  smooth 
paving. 

Orders  severally  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


PROPOSED  AUTOMATIC  TRAFFIC  SIGNAL, 
WARD   19. 

Coun.  MURRAY  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Traffic  Commission  be  re- 
quested, through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  install 
an  automatic  traffic  signal  at  the  junction  of 
Centre  street,  Moraine  street.  Pershing  road,  and 
South  Huntington  avenue,  Ward  19. 
Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


KINDERGARTEN  AND  PRIMARY  NEAR 
MARY  E.  CURLEY  SCHOOL. 

Coun.  MURRAY  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  School  Committee  be  re- 
quested, through  li is  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  consider 
the  advisability  of  establishing  a  kindergarten  and 
primary  school  in  the  vicinity  of  the  Mary  E. 
Curley  School. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


SHORT   WAVE   RADIO   IX   POLICE 
DEPARTMENT. 

Coun.  RUBY  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Police  Commissioner  be 
requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to 
advise  the  City  Council  as  to  the  status  of  the 
installation  of  short  wave  radio  equipment  in  his 
department,  as  authorized  by  the  City  Council  a 
month  ago. 

Coun.  RUBY — Mr.  President.  I  will  say  just 
a  word  on  this  order.  About  a  month  ago,  in  a 
meeting  of  this  body,  1  introduced  an  order  for 
information  at  that  time  from  the  Police  Depart- 
ment of  Boston  in  regard  to  this  matter.  I  under- 
stood at  that  time  that  the  Police  Commissioner 
was  making  an  investigation  in  reference  to  it.  I 
believe  the  time  is  now  ripe,  a  month  having 
elapsed,  for  us  to  have  a  report  showing  just  how 
far  the  Police  Commissioner  of  Boston  has  gone 
with  his  investigation  as  to  the  desirability  of 
installing  a  short  wave  radio  system.  Most  of 
the  principal  cities  and  towns  of  the  country.  I 
understand,  are  taking  steps  to  introduce  this 
system  of  signals,  and  1  believe  the  Police  Com- 
missioner, who  1  know  has  made  an  investigation 
of  the  matter,  and  has  witnessed  the  short  wave 
system  in  operation,  ought  to  be  ready  at  this 
time  or  in  the  near  future  to  give  us  a  report  as 
to  the  result  of  his  investigation. 

The  order  was  passed  under  a  suspension  of 
the  rule. 


EDGESTONES   ON   OLD   ROAD. 

Coun.  RUBY  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Public  Works  Commissioner 
be  requested  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor  to 
place  edgestones  on  Old  road  from  Columbia  road 
to  Ellington  street  on  the  right-hand  side  going  in 
from  Columbia  road. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


BUILDING,   WARD  6,   FIRE  AND   HEALTH 
MENACE. 

Coun.  MAHONEY  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  lire  Commissioner  and  the 
Health  Commissioner  be  requested,  through  his 
Honor  the  Mayor,  to  condemn  and  destroy  the 
building  at  719  Broadway,  Ward  6,  next  to  the 
new  fire  station,  as  a  fire  and  health  menace. 
Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 
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CONCRETE  WALK,  ETC., 
PARK. 

Coun.  MAHONEY  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Park  Commissioner  be  re- 
quested, through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  install 
concrete  walks  in  Independence  Park  in  place  of 
the  present  antiquated  board  walks,  and  to  erect 
a  wire  fence  around  the  flower  bed  in  said  Inde- 
pendence Park. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


WHITE   WAY   LIGHTS    ON   HUNTINGTON 
AVENUE. 

Coun.  POWER  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,    That    the    Commissioner    of    Public 
Works  be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor, 
to  install  "white  way"  lights  on  Huntington  ave- 
nue, from  Ward  street  to  the  Riverway,  Ward  10. 
Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


SIDEWALK   ON   IPSWICH   STREET. 

Coun.  CURTIS  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  make  a  sidewalk  along  Ipswich  street,  from 
Boylston  street  to  Boylston  street,  Ward  5,  in 
front  of  the  estates  bordering  thereon;  said  side- 
walk to  be  from  three  to  ten  inches  above  the 
gutter  adjoining,  to  be  from  five  to  twelve  feet  in 
width,  and  to  be  built  of  artificial  stone  with 
granite  edgestones,  under  the  provisions  of  chapter 
196  of  the  Special  Acts  of  1917. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


FIXING   SIDEWALK   ON   BOARDMAN 
STREET. 

Coun.  DONOVAN  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the 
Mayor,  to  place  the  sidewalk  along  Boardman 
street,  East  Boston,  from  No.  156  to  the  junction 
of  Ashley  street,  in  a  safe  condition  for  foot  travel. 
Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


CONFIRMATION   OF   EXECUTIVE 
APPOINTMENTS. 

President  McGRATH  called  up  from  the 
calendar,  under  unfinished  business,  Nos.  1  and  2, 
viz.: 

1.  Action  on  appointments  submitted  by  the 
Mayor  September  14,  1931,  of  Hyman  Levine, 
to  be  a  Weigher  rjf  Coal,  and  James  A.  Carroll,  to 
be  a  Weigher  of  Goods. 

2.  Action  on  appointment  submitted  bv  the 
Mayor  September  14,  1931,  of  Melville  R.  East- 
man, to  be  a  Constable  (to  serve  without  bonds). 

The  question  came  on  confirmation.  Com- 
mittee, Coun.  Hein,  and  Donovan.  Whole  num- 
ber of  ballots,  12;  yeas  12,  and  the  appointments 
were  confirmed. 


TRANSFER   TO   NORTH   END   PARK 
BUILDINGS. 

President  McGRATH  called  up  from  the 
calendar,  under  unfinished  business,  No.  3,  viz.: 

3.  Ordered,  That  under  authority  of  chapter 
261  of  the  Acts  of  1893,  the  City  Auditor  be,  and 
hereby  is,  authorized  to  transfer  $20,000  from  the 
appropriation  for  Webster  Avenue  Playground, 
Improvements,  to  the  appropriation  for  North 
End  Park,  Bath  House  and  Laundry  Building  and 
Equipment,  etc. 

On  September  14,  1931,  the  foregoing  order  was 
read  once  and  passed,  yeas  19,  nays  0. 

The  order  was  given  its  second  and  final  rending 
and  passage,  yeas  15 ;  nays  —  Coun.  Fitzgerald  — 1. 


LOAN   FOR   FIRE   STATION,   SOUTH 
BOSTON. 

President    McGRATH    called    up    from    tho 
calendar,  under  unfinished  business,  No.  4,  viz.: 


4.  Ordered,  That  the  right  to  borrow  money 
for  New  Fire  Station,  South  Boston  district, 
under  loan  order  passed  March  2,  1931,  and  ap- 
proved by  the  Mayor  March  3,  1931,  be  limited  to 
$200,000,  and  that  the  authorization  to  borrow 
in  excess  of  said  amount  for  said  purpose  be,  and 
hereby  is,  rescinded. 

On  September  14,  1931,  the  foregoing  order  was 
read  once  and  passed,  yeas  17,  nays  0. 

The  order  was  given  its  second  and  final  reading 
and  passage,  yeas  19,  nays  0. 


LOAN  FOR  POLICE  STATION. 

President  McGRATH  called  up  from  the  cal- 
endar, under  unfinished  business,  No.  5,  viz.: 

5.  Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  $700,000  be,  and 
the  same  hereby  is,  appropriated,  to  be  expended 
by  the  Superintendent  of  Public  Buildings,  for 
new  police  stations  and  additions  to  and  improve- 
ment of  existing  police  stations,  and  that  to  meet 
said  appropriation  the  City  Treasurer  be  author- 
ized to  issue,  from  time  to  time,  on  request  of  the 
Mayor,  bonds  or  certificates  of  indebtedness  of 
the  city  to  said  amount. 

On  September  14,  1931,  the  foregoing  order  was 
read  once  and  passed,  yeas  17,  nays  0. 

The  order  was  given  its  second  and  final  reading 
and  passage,  yeas  19,  nays  0. 


SALE  OF  OLD  ARMORY  BUILDING. 

President  McGRATH  called  up  from  the  cal- 
endar, under  unfinished  business,  No.  6,  viz.: 

6.  Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be,  and 
hereby  is,  authorized,  in  the  name  and  behalf  of 
the  city,  to  sell  at  public  auction,  at  an  upset  price 
of  $4,300,  title  and  interest  of  the  City  of  Boston 
in  and  to  the  property  known  as  the  Old  Armory 
Building,  154  Maverick  street,  East  Boston,  and 
containing  4,337  square  feet  of  land  and  a  two- 
story  building 

On  September  14,  1931,  the  foregoing  order  was 
read  once  and  passed,  yeas  20,  nays  0. 

The  order  was  given  its  second  reading  and  final 
reading  and  passage,  yeas  18,  nays  0. 


SALE  OF  OLD  POLICE  STATION  8. 

President  McGRATH  called  up  from  the  cal- 
endar, under  unfinished  business,  No.  7,  viz.: 

7.  Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Public 
Buildings  be,  and  hereby  is,  authorized  to  sell  at 
a  duly  advertised  public  auction,  at  an  upset  price 
of  $20,000,  the  property  formerly  occupied  as 
Police  Station  No.  8,  and  located  at  the  junction 
of  Commercial  and  Battery  streets. 

On  September  14,  1931,  the  foregoing  order  was 
read  once  and  passed,  yeas  20,  nays  0. 

The  order  was  given  its  second  and  final  reading 
and  passage,  yeas  19,  nays  0. 


SALE   OF  LAND   IN  BRIGHTON 

President  McGRATH  called  up  from  the  calen- 
dar, under  unfinished  business,  No.  8,  viz.: 

8.  Ordered,  That  the  Board  of  Park  Commis- 
sioners be,  and  hereby  are,  authorized,  under  the 
provisions  of  chapter  274  of  the  Acts  of  1899,  to  sell 
at  public  auction,  at  an  upset  price  of  $200,000. 
on  such  terms  as  said  Board,  with  the  approval 
of  the  Mayor,  may  deem  proper,  the  parcel  of  land 
owned  by  the  city  at  the  corner  of  Chestnut  Hill 
avenue  and  Commonwealth  avenue,  containing 
approximately  60,672  square  feet. 

On  September  14,  1931,  the  foregoing  order  was 
read  once  and  passed,  yeas  16,  nays  5. 

The  clerk  called  the  roll,  and  the  order  failed 
of  a  final  reading  and  passage  [two-thirds  vote 
being  necessary  for  passage  |,  yeas  13,  nays  5: 

Yeas — Coun.  Bush,  Donovan,  Englert,  Gal- 
lagher, Gleason,  Green,  Hein,  Lynch,  Mahoncy, 
McGrath,  Murray,  Power,  Ruby — 13. 

Nays — Coun.  Curtis,  Dowd,  Fitzgerald,  Kelly, 
Norton — 5. 

Coun.  HEIN — Mr.  President,  I  ask  for  recon- 
sideration and  move  that  it  be  assigned  until  after 
the  executive  meeting. 
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The  motion  to  reconsider  and  assign  until  after 
the  executive  session  was  declared  carried  by  the 
President. 

Coun.  KELLY — Mr.  President,  I  didn't  hear 
him  make  any  such  motion.  Wasn't  Councilor 
Hein's  motion  just  to  reconsider? 

President  McGRATH — To  reconsider  and 
assign  to  the  last  of  the  meeting. 

Coun.  KELLY — Did  he  make  the  statement 
"last  of  the  meeting,"  or  is  that  your  remark? 

Coun.  HEIN — Mr.  President,  I  now  move  that 
it  be  assigned  to  the  next  regular  meeting. 

President  McGRATH— The  Chair  will  state 
that  the  councilor  made  the  motion  as  stated  by 
the   Chair. 

Coun.  KELLY — Why  look  at  me,  Mr.  President? 

President  McGRATH — I  understood  you  to 
say  the  Chair  was  in  error  when  he  put  the  motion 
on  assigning  until  after  the  executive  session,  the 
councilor  implying  that  it  could  not  be  so  assigned 
but  that  the  vote  must  be  strictly  on  reconsidera- 
tion, on  that  phase  of  it  alone. 

Coun.  KELLY— Mr.  President,  I  will  ask  the 
stenographer  to  read  the  original  motion. 

(The  reporter  read:  "Coun.  HEIN — Mr.  Pres- 
ident, 1  ask  for  reconsideration  and  move  that  it 
be  assigned  until  after  the  executive    meeting.") 

Coun.  KELLY— Mr.  President. 

President  McGRATH— Why  does  the  gentle- 
man rise? 

Coun.  KELLY — 1  am  rising  now  to  show  you 
that  you  made  a  misstatement. 

President  McGRATH — Is  that  why  the  coun- 
cilor is  rising  to  make  a  statement? 

Coun.  KELLY — You  took  issue  with  me,  Mr. 
President,  and  said  that  his  original  motion  was 
reconsideration  and  assignment — 

Coun.  CURTIS— Mr.  President,  I  rise  to  a 
point  of  order. 

President  McGRATH — The  councilor  will  state 
his  point  of  order. 

Coun.  CURTIS — Doesn't  unanimous  consent 
have  to  be  had  for  these  statements? 

President  McGRATH — The  point  of  order  is 
well  taken.  Further  motions,  orders  and  resolu- 
tions. 

Coun.  KELLY — I  must  have  had  unanimous 
consent,  Mr.  President.  You  allowed  me  to  pro- 
ceed— 

President  McGRATH — Further  motions,  orders 
and  resolutions. 

Coun.  KELLY — Pretty  fast  stuff  up  there. 
Pretty  nice. 

Councilor  Hein's  motion  to  assign  to  the  next 
meeting  was  declared  carried. 

Later  in  the  session,  Councilor  Wilson  said:  Mr. 
President,  I  ask  for  a  reconsideration  of  the  motion 
to  assign  to  the  next  meeting,  in  view  of  the  fact 
that  Councilor  Cox  and  myself  were  absent  from 
the  room  when  the  vote  was  taken. 

Councilor  Wilson's  motion  to  reconsider  assign- 
ment to  the  next  meeting  was  carried. 

Coun.  WILSON — Mr.  President,  1  move  that 
we  now  proceed  to  second  reading  of  No.  8  on  the 

Coun.  CURTIS— Mr.  President,  I  would  just 
like  to  say  briefly,  that  it  seems  to  me  an  impor- 
tant question  whether  we  should  sell  this  piece  of 
land.  Commonwealth  avenue  out  by  the  Res- 
ervoir is  one  of  the  beautiful  avenues  and  parts  of 
the  city,  and  as  you  go  out  there  is  a  lot  of  open 
space  by  the  Reservoir,  which  is  very  beautiful. 
In  the  future  that  land  might  be  used  for  various 
purposes.  It  seems  to  me  it  would  be  a  great 
mistake  to  fill  up  that  fine  piece  of  land  with  high 
buildings,  apartment  houses,  and  1  shall  vote 
against  the  order. 

Coun.  KELLY — Mr.  President,  1  shall  be  con- 
sistent with  my  vote  of  two  weeks  ago,  inasmuch 
as  I  will  never  be  recorded,  no  matter  what  may 
be  the  position  of  the  Mayor,  the  City  Council 
or  anybody  else,  in  favor  of  selling  a  piece  of  land 
owned  by  the  city,  used  as  a  mother's  rest  and 
children's  playground,  to  be  used  by  real  estate 
racketeers. 

The  order  was  given  its  second  and  final  reading, 
yeas  16,  nays  5. 

Yeas,  Coun.  Arnold,  Bush,  Cox,  Donovan, 
Englert,  Gallagher,  Gleason,  Green,  Hein,  Lynch, 
Mahoney,  McGrath,  Murray,  Power,  Ruby, 
Wilson — 16. 

Nays,  Coun.  Curtis,  Dowd,  Fitzgerald,  Kelly, 
Norton — 5. 


VEHICULAR  TRAFFIC   AT   FOREST 
HILLS. 

Coun.  MURRAY  called  up  assignment,  viz.: 
9.  Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  three  hundred  and 
fifty  thousand  dollars  be,  and  the  same  hereby  is, 
appropriated,  to  be  extended  under  the  direction 
of  the  Board  of  Street  Commissioners,  for  the  con- 
struction of  a  vehicular  underpass  over  or  under 
the  Arborway  at  Washington  street.  Forest  Hills, 
and  that  to  meet  said  appropriation  the  City 
Treasurer  be  authorized  to  issue,  from  time  to 
time,  upon  the  request  of  the  Mayor,  bonds  or 
certificates  of  the  city  to  said  amount. 

The   order   was   passed,   yeas    16;   nays — Coun. 
Curtis — 1. 


RECESS. 

The  Council  voted,  at  4.17  p.  m..  on  motion  of 
Coun.  CURTIS,  to  take  a  recess  subject  to  the  call 
of  the  Chair. 

The  Council  reconvened  in  the  Council  Chamber, 
after  executive  session,  and  was  called  to  order  by 
President  McGRATH  at  4.57  p.  m. 


EXECUTIVE   COMMITTEE   REPORTS. 

Coun.  GALLAGHER  for  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee, submitted  the  following: 

1.  Report  on  order  (referred  today)  commend- 
ing the  action  of  the  National  Convention  of  the 
American  Legion  in  calling  for  resubmission  of  the 
eighteenth  amendment  of  the  Constitution  to  the 
people  of  the  various  states,  etc., — that  the  same 
ought  to  pass. 

(In  connection  with  the  above,  following  is  the 
resolution  adopted  by  the  Legion,  procured  in 
executive  session  at  the  request  of  Coun.  Wilson]: 

"Be  it  resolved.  That  the  American  Legion  in 
the  Thirteenth  Annual  Convention  assembled, 
favors  the  submission  by  Congress  for  repeal  or 
modification  of  the  present  prohibition  laws  of  the 
several  states,  with  the  request  that  each  state 
submit  this  question  to  the  voters  thereof." 

The  report  was  accepted,  and  the  resolution  and 
order  presented  earlier  in  the  session  to  the  Coun- 
cil by  Coun.  Dowd  were  adopted. 

2.  Report  on  petition  (referred  today)  of 
Ramona  Hawkins,  for  children  to  appear  at  Fra- 
ternity Hall  October  2S,  1931, — that  permission 
be  granted. 

Report  accepted,  permit  granted  under  the  usual 
conditions. 

3.  Report  on  order  (submitted  by  the  Mayor 
and  referred  today)  that  the  Fire  Commissioner 
be,  and  hereby  is,  authorized  to  sell  at  public 
auction  from  five  to  seven  tons  of  old  lead  cable 
and  two  tons  of  old  iron,  in  the  possession  of  the 
Fire  Department,  valued  at  more  than  S500, — 
that  the  same  ought  to  pas.«. 

Report  accepted,  said   order  passed. 

4.  Report  on  orders  (submitted  by  the  Mayor 
and  referred  today)  for  transfers  within  the  follow- 
ing department  appropriations— Boston  Port 
Authority,  Hospital,  Public  Works,  Ferry  Service, 
Soldiers'  Relief,  Probate  Court,  Municipal  Court, 
City  of  Boston,  Municipal  Court.  South  Boston, 
and  Penal  Institutions  steamer  "Michael  J.  Per- 
kins."— that  the  same  ought  to  pass. 

Report  accepted;  said  orders  passed,  yeas,  21, 
nays  0. 

5.  Report  on  order  (submitted  by  the  Mayor 
and  referred  today)  for  a  transfer  of  S5.500  from 
the  Reserve  Fund  to  provide  for  adjustment  in 
compensation  of  the  court  officers  made  necessary 
under  the  provisions  of  section  50.  chapter  301  of 
the  Acts  of  1931 — that  the  same  ought  to  pass. 

Report  accepted,  said  order  passed,  yeas  19, 
nays  0. 


PARKMAN   FUND    REPORTS. 

Coun.  CURTIS,  for  the  Committee  on  Parkman 
Fund,  submitted  the  following: 

1.  Report  on  order  (referred  August  31)  that 
the  sum  of  S147.000  be  appropriated  from  the 
income  of  the  George  F.  Parkman  Fund,  to  be 
expended  under  the  direction  of  the  Park  Com- 
missioners for  the  maintenance  and  improvement 
of  the  Common  and  parks  in  existence  on  Janu- 
ary 12,  1887 — that  the  same  ought  to  pass. 

2.  Report  on  order  (referred  September  14) 
that  the  sum  of  §5,000  be  appropriated  from  the 
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income  of  the  George  F.  Parkman  Fund,  to  be 
expended  under  the  direction  of  the  Park  Commis- 
sioners for  Franklin  Park  improvements — that 
the  order  ought  to  pass. 

Both  reports  were  accepted  and  the  orders 
passed,  yeas  21,  nays  0. 

Coun,  CURTIS — Mr.  President,  I  ask  unani- 
mous consent  to  make  a  brief  statement  in  regard 
to  the  Parkman  Fund. 

President  McGRATH — If  there  is  no  objection, 
the  gentleman  will  proceed. 

Coun.  CURTIS— Mr.  President,  one  of  the 
items  for  the  Common  is  one  in  regard  to  which 
the  chairman  of  the  Park  Commission  has  not 
given  us  a  great  deal  of  detail,  but,  as  1  under- 
stand, a  plan  under  consideration  is  to  have  an 
illuminated  fountain  in  the  frog  pond,  copied 
after  something  done  at  an  international  exposition. 
I  rise  to  express  the  hope  that  upon  further  con- 
sideration it  may  be  found  that  other  things  are 
more  necessary  than  that.  That  part  of  the 
Common  is  in  the  ward  which  I  happen  to  repre- 
sent. You  will  recall  that  there  is  there  a  very 
beautiful  view  of  the  illuminated  State  House, 
and  while,  perhaps,  an  illuminated  fountain,  with 
flowing  streams  and  bright  lights,  might  be  all 
right  now  and  then  for  expositions,  and  so  forth, 
I  think  as  a  steady  diet  people  would  get  tired 
of  it.  I  hope  certainly  in  these  times  of  depression 
other  things  will  be  found  more  necessary,  and 
that  the  money  will  be  spent  for  improving  walks 
or  playgrounds  rather  than  for  this  purpose. 


PROPOSED   REDUCTION   IN   SPECIAL 
NURSE   CHARGE. 

Coun.   ARNOLD,  for  the  Committee  on   Hos- 
pitals, submitted  a  report  on  the  order  (referred 


August  31)  that  the  City  Hospital  Trustees  be 
requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  put 
into  effect  a  20  per  cent  reduction  in  the  rate 
charged  patients  for  special  nurses — that  said 
order  should  pass  in  the  accompanying  new  draft: 

Ordered,  That  the  City  Hospital  Trustees  be 
requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  put 
into  effect  a  20  per  cent  reduction  in  the  rate 
charged  patients  for  board  for  special  nurses. 

Report  accepted,  order  passed  in  new  draft. 


LAYING   OUT   ELLINGWOOD   STREET, 
WARD    10. 

Coun.  POWER  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,    That   the   Board    of    Street    Commis- 
sioners be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor, 
to  lay  out  and  accept  Ellingwood  street,  Ward  10. 
Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


RESURFACING   EDGEWOOD    STREET, 
WARD    12. 

Coun.  BUSH  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Public  Works  Commissioner 
be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to 
resurface  with  smooth  pavement  Edgewood  street 
Ward  12. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


Adjourned,  on  motion  of  Coun.  GALLAGHER, 
at  5.08  p.  m.,  to  meet  on  Monday,  October  5,  at 
2  p.  m. 
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Proceedings  of  City  Council. 


Monday,  October  5,  1931. 
Regular   meeting   of   the   City   Council   in   the 
Council  Chamber,  City  Hall,  at  2  p.  m.,  President 
McGRATH  in  the  chair.     Absent,  Coun.  Mahoney, 


JURORS  DRAWN. 

Jurors  were  drawn  under  the  law,  Coun.  Ruby 
and  Bush  presiding  at  the  box  consecutively,  in 
the  absence  of  the  Mayor,  as  follows: 

Thirty  traverse  jurors,  Superior  Criminal  Court, 
First  Session,  to  appear  November  2,  1931: 

Edward  McDonald,  Ward  1;  James  B.  Brophy, 
Ward  2;  Bernard  F.  Kelly,  Ward  2;  William  J. 
Reilly,  Ward  2;  Edward  J.  Fetherston,  Ward  3; 
James  T.  Gleason,  Ward  3;  Benjamin  H.  Brodeur, 
Ward  5;  Joseph  H.  Robert,  Ward  7;  Louis  A. 
Stanley,  Ward  7;  George  J.  Benner,  Ward  8; 
Martin  Cahill,  Ward  8;  John  M.  Cleland,  Ward  9; 
John  Manning,  Ward  11;  Stephen  F.  Burns,  Ward 
12;  Edward  J.  Gavin,  Ward  12;  Harry  M.  Glass- 
man,  Ward  12;  William  W.  Hadden,  Ward  12; 
Alexander  Mackenzie,  Ward  13;  Edward  B.  Davey, 
Ward  14;  Matthew  B.  Gilman,  Ward  14;  Timothy 
Foley,  Ward  17;  Walter  J.  H.  Newman,  Ward  17; 
Charles  S.  Knudson,  Ward  18;  Otto  G.  Weider, 
Ward  18;  Carl  A.  Anderson,  Ward  19;  Carl  A. 
Davison,  Ward  19;  Charles  H.  Bryant,  Ward  20; 
Raymond  A.  Diggins,  Ward  20;  Charles  H. 
Dickens,  Ward  21;  Malcolm  Stuart,  Ward  21. 

Seven  traverse  jurors,  Superior  Criminal  Court, 
Second  Session,  to  appear  November  9,  1931: 

Daniel  T.  Ahern,  Ward  1;  Edward  H.  Prichard, 
Ward  5;  Henry  T.  Cunniff,  Ward  6;  James  A. 
Gill,  Ward  10;  Hyman  Bornstein,  Ward  14; 
Frank  Morganstern,  Ward  18;  John  A.  Cameron, 
Ward  20. 

Thirty  traverse  jurors,  Superior  Criminal  Court, 
Third  Session,  to  appear  November  9,  1931: 

Andrew  Hanson,  Ward  1;  Thomas  Nutile, 
Ward  1;  John  F.  Sullivan,  Ward  1;  William  F. 
Walsh,  Ward  1;  Lawrence  F.  Rice,  Ward  2; 
Harry  W.  Lamphrey,  Ward  3;  Harold  M.  Tracy, 
Ward  3;  Kenneth  B.  Hathaway,  Ward  4;  Philip  P. 
Fuhs,  Ward  6;  Albert  H.  Brittain,  Ward  7;  Joseph 
T.  Driscoll,  Ward  7;  Samuel  J.  Henchey,  Ward  7; 
Charles  S.  Oram,  Ward  8;  James  P.  Roche,  Ward  8; 
Lawrence  Cummings,  Ward  10;  Benjamin  Hill- 
man,  Ward  14;  Luke  F.  Mitchell,  Ward  14;  John 
F.  Kernan,  Ward  15;  John  D.  Driscoll,  Ward  16; 
Ludvig  Davidson,  Ward  17;  Hugh  W.  Cameron, 
Ward  18;  Carl  H.  Benson,  Ward  19;  Carlton  J. 
Channell,  Ward  19;  Henry  Gray,  Ward  19;  Leon 
W.  Goodrich,  Ward  20;  John  A.  McKay,  Ward  20; 
Charles  E.  Roberts,  Jr.,  Ward  20;  Alexander  A. 
Stewart,  Ward  20;  George  A.  Bussey,  Ward  21; 
James  J.  Cassidy,  Jr.,  Ward  21. 

Thirty  traverse  jurors,  Superior  Criminal  Court, 
Fourth  Session,  to  appear  November  2,  1931: 

Edwin  J.  Thornton,  Ward  1;  William  S.  Bren- 
nan,  Ward  2;  Gerald  E.  Cotter,  Ward  2;  James  W. 
Whitson,  Ward  3;  Thomas  Zusman,  Ward  3; 
Gerard  Page,  Ward  7;  David  W.  Burke,  Ward  8; 
John  J.  Egan,  Ward  8;  Joseph  H.  Farren,  Ward  8; 
Lawrence  V.  Dowd,  Ward  9;  Joseph  C.  Santy, 
Ward  9;  Charles  G.  Vierkant,  Ward  9;  Henry 
Fluoter,  Ward  12;  James  F.  L.  Low,  Ward  14; 
Howard  E.  Cole,  Ward  15;  Nicholas  Cross,  Ward 
15;  Frederick  F.  Smith,  Jr.,  Ward  16;  Manuel 
A.  Acores,  Ward  17;  James  F.  Griffin,  Ward  17; 
William  G.  Blakely,  Ward  18;  Clarence  F.  Schlopp, 
Ward  19;  Lincoln  Howard  Jones,  Ward  20; 
William  C.  MacDonald,  Ward  20;  Theodore 
Mayhew,  Ward  20,  George  J.  Twiss,  Jr.,  Ward  20; 
Carol  S.  Elliott,  Ward  21;  John  J.  Fiynn,  Ward  21; 
Clarence  A.  Knight,  Ward  21;  Joseph  E.  Monta- 
gue, Ward  22;  Joseph  F.  O'Halloran,  Ward  22. 


Thirty  traverse  jurors,  Superior  Criminal  Court, 
Fifth  Session,  to  appear  November  2,  1931: 

John  S.  Duddy,  Ward  2;  William  F.  Fitzpa trick, 
Ward  2;  Robert  Coit,  Ward  3;  William  R.  Wal- 
ton, Ward  3;  James  W.  Bowen,  Ward  5;  Dennis 
Ryan,  Ward  5;  William  L.  McCarthy,  Ward  6; 
John  J.  McCue,  Ward  8;  Paul  G.  N.  Cooper, 
Ward  10;  Francis  J.  Wright,  Ward  10;  John  T. 
Cunneen,  Ward  11;  Daniel  Elsemiller,  Ward  12; 
Davis  Singer,  Ward  12;  Leonard  E.  Armstrong, 
Ward  15;  Arnold  Fisher,  Ward  15;  John  H. 
Hickey,  Ward  15;  Clarence  M.  Walker,  Ward  15; 
William  A.  Finn,  Ward  17;  Hugh  MacLennan, 
Ward  17;  Joseph  P.  Murphy,  Ward  17;  William 
H.  Tucker,  Ward  17;  Andrew  F.  Faden,  Ward  18; 
Nicholas  J.  Staula,  Ward  18;  John  J.  Glynn, 
Ward  20;  Stanley  Green,  Ward  20;  Harry  E. 
Hutchings,  Ward  20;  Thomas  V.  Mahoney, 
Ward  20;  Albert  Gilbert,  Ward  21;  John  J. 
Cassidy,  Ward  21 ;    Robert  J.  Frederici,  Ward  22. 

Twenty-seven  traverse  jurors,  Superior  Civil 
Court,  First  Session,  October  Sitting,  to  appear 
November  2,  1931: 

Edward  P.  Burns,  Ward  1;  George  McMullen, 
Ward  1;  Frank  J.  McCarthy,  Ward  2;  Edward 
J.  Piotti,  Ward  7;  Raymond  H.  Clark,  Ward  9; 
Thomas  J.  Donnelly,  Ward  10;  John  J.  Kiley, 
Ward  10;  Walter  N.  Paige,  Ward  10;  Oscar  A. 
Schnabel,  Ward  11;  John  F.  Burke,  Ward  12; 
Joseph  E.  McCann,  Ward  13 ;  Murdock  Campbell, 
Ward  15;  Edwin  C.  Long,  Ward  15;  Martin  J. 
Dunphy,  Ward  16;  Clarence  M.  Williamson, 
Ward  16;  Dennis  F.  Hickey,  Ward  17;  Edward  J. 
Lynch,  Ward  18;  William  T.  O'Brien,  Ward  18; 
James  F.  McManus,  Ward  19;  Edward  J. 
Mahoney,  Ward  19;  Francis  Graham  Parker, 
Ward  19;  Leo  M.  Sellers,  Ward  20;  James  M. 
Tansey,  Ward  20;  Thomas  J.  Tobin,  Ward  20; 
Charles  Nakelburg,  Ward  21;  William  H.  Nason, 
Ward  21;    Ulysses  T.  Sullivan,  Ward  21. 

Twenty-seven  traverse  jurors,  Superior  Civil 
Court,  Second  Session,  October  Sitting,  to  appear 
November  2,  1931: 

John  J.  Fraga,  Ward  1;  William  H.  Lovill,  Ward 
1;  William  Luther,  Ward  1;  Frank  N.  Breslin, 
Ward  2;  James  P.  Malamphy,  Ward  2;  Charles  G. 
Butcher,  Ward  5;  Edward  Foley,  Ward  6;  Charles 
L.  Doherty,  Ward  7;  Michael  L.  Walsh,  Ward  7; 
Cornelius  Buckley,  Ward  8;  Albert  U.  Zeigler, 
Ward  8;  Samuel  Katz,  Ward  9;  John  P.  Crowley, 
Ward  10;  John  M.  Brauneis,  Ward  11;  Grover  C. 
Drews,  Ward  11;  William  J.  McKay,  Ward  11; 
Herbert  G.  Morse,  Ward  12;  Thomas  J.  Killian, 
Ward  14;  Ernest  A.  Erickson,  Ward  15;  John  A. 
McGilvary,  Ward  16;  Pius  E.  MacDonald,  Ward 
17;  Herbert  J.  Richardson,  Ward  18;  Charles  M. 
Steinbacker,  Ward  18;  William  M.  Thomas,  Ward 
18;  Edward  J.  Montana,  Ward  20;  George  J.  Wall, 
Ward  20;  Arthur  J.  Powers,  Ward  22. 

Twenty-three  traverse  jurors,  Superior  Civil 
Court,  Third  Session,  October  Sitting,  to  appear 
November  2,  1931: 

Hugh  Farley,  Ward  2;  John  J.  Lynch,  Ward  6; 
William  B.  Benners,  Ward  7;  John  J.  O'Brien, 
Ward  7;  Athelbert  Lyken,  Ward  9;  George  M. 
Marston,  Ward  9;  Joseph  D.  Gildea,  Ward  11; 
Charles  Martell,  Ward  11;  Harry  Perlmutter, 
Ward  12;  James  Condon,  Ward  14;  Joseph  H. 
Adams,  Ward  15;  John  F.  Glennon,  Ward  16; 
Austin  F.  Kaveney,  Ward  16;  Lawrence  J.  Mc- 
Namara,  Ward  16;  William  H.  Osgood,  Ward  16; 
Charles  B.  Holland,  Ward  17;  John  Richards, 
Ward  17;  James  A.  McMahon,  Ward  18;  Mark  M. 
Cunniff,  Ward  19;  John  W.  Richards,  Ward  19; 
William  E.  Hamilton,  Ward  20;  Edward  F.  Welsh, 
Ward  20;  Guy  C.  Page,  Ward  20. 

Twenty-eight  traverse  jurors,  Superior  Civil 
Court,  Fourth  Session,  October  Sitting,  to  appear 
November  2,  1931: 

Philip  Freeman,  Jr.,  Ward  1;  John  N,  Paterson, 
Jr.,  Ward  1;  William  H  Bennett,  Ward  2;  Phillip  F. 
Charbonnier,  Ward  2;  Thomas  J.  Doherty,  Ward 
4;  Frank  Burrows,  Ward  3;  Walter  H.  Bray, 
Ward  5;  Patrick  O'Malley,  Ward  6;  Benjamin 
Green,  Ward  7;  Irving  F.  Mereen.  Ward  9;  Eugene 
M.  Shea,  Ward  11;  Peter  T.  Foley,  Ward  12: 
Harry  L.  Lurie,  Ward  12;  Frank  X.  Smith,  Ward 
12;  William  J.  Connolly,  Ward  13;  Charles  A. 
Ramsden,  Ward  10;  Peter  F.  Rodgcrson,  Ward  16; 
Thomas  T.  Hoar,  Ward  17;  Edwin  L.  Brown, 
Ward  17;  John  H.  Landers,  Ward  18;  Charles  M. 
Blake,  Ward  19;  John  Coffey,  Ward  19;  John  G. 
Henderson,   Ward   19;   John  Forsyth,   Ward  20; 
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Thomas  B.  MacRae,  Ward  20;  John  F.  Mahoney, 
Ward  20;  John  W.  Mitchell,  Ward  20;  Cornelius 
Crowley,  Ward  22. 

Twenty-four  traverse  jurors,  Superior  Civil 
Court,  Fifth  Session,  October  Sitting,  to  appear 
November  2,  1931: 

Thomas  F.  Garrity,  Ward  1;  Andrew  T.  McNeil, 
Ward  1;  Thomas  E.  Doherty,  Ward  2;  Nicholas  J. 
Harty,  Ward  2 ;  John  J.  Tobin,  Ward  2 ;  Christopher 
Winter,  Ward  9;  Thomas  F.  Kelly,  Ward  11; 
John  G.  Carnegie,  Ward  13;  George  A.  Welchlin, 
Ward  13;  Simon  H.  Greenberg,  Ward  14;  Harry 
Lurie,  Ward  14;  Ralph  G.  Hibbard,  Ward  17; 
John  S.  Quinn,  Ward  17;  John  Speirs,  Ward  17; 
Hyman  Cohen,  Ward  18;  Louis  W.  Kent,  Ward  18; 
Walter  F.  Spratt,  Ward  15;  William  A.  Orral, 
Ward  19;  Allan  Ramsey,  Ward  19;  Michael  J. 
Scully,  Ward  19;  Clarence  M.  Rowlands,  Ward  20; 
Albert  W.  Ritchie,  Ward  21;  Isaac  Rich,  Ward  22; 
Henry  P.  Sullivan,  Ward  22. 

Twenty-eight  traverse  jurors,  Superior  Civil 
Court,  Sixth  Session,  October  Sitting,  to  appear 
November  2,  1931: 

Philip  Halperon,  Ward  1;  James  H.  Timmons, 
Ward  1;  Robert  Tackaberry,  Ward  2;  John 
Fanning,  Ward  3;  John  W.  Sandwell,  Ward  4; 
William  E.  Stark,  Ward  4;  Neal  D.  White,  Ward  5; 
James  V.  Tobin,  Ward  6;  Joseph  T.  Tracey, 
Ward  7;  William  A.  Coyle,  Ward  8;  Frank  P. 
Rooney,  Ward  9;  Charles  Ennis,  Ward  10; 
Charles  M.  O'Leary,  Ward  10;  John  J.  Tobin, 
Ward  11;  Harry  B.  Davidson,  Ward  12;  Andrew 
Christensen,  Ward  13;  James  K.  Sheehan,  Ward 
13;  Frederick  Finn,  Ward  14;  FranciB  R.  Kelley, 
Ward  15;  James  P.  Turley,  Ward  15;  Thomas  J. 
Sullivan,  Ward  18;  George  E.  Davis,  Ward  19; 
Victor  J.  Lemay,  Ward  19;  Aleck  C.  Zinck, 
Ward  19;  James  Mitchell,  Ward  20;  George  H. 
Perkins,  Ward  20;  Henry  Deitch,  Ward  21; 
John  E.  Sears,  Ward  21. 

Twenty-two  traverse  jurors,  Superior  Civil 
Court,  Seventh  Session,  October  Sitting,  to  appear 
November,  1931: 

John  P.  A.  Queenan,  Ward  1;  Edward  H. 
CasBidy,  Ward  2;  Thomas  H.  Coughlin,  Ward  3; 
James  H.  Condon,  Ward  4;  Albert  J.  Hughes, 
Ward  4;  James  M.  Stower,  Ward  5;  Patrick  H. 
Keefe,  Ward  8;  William  J.  Kelley,  Ward  9; 
John  MacDonald,  Ward  9;  John  L.  Doherty, 
Ward  10;  Thomas  F.  Devine,  Ward  11;  John  M. 
McLeod,  Ward  14;  Clifford  W.  Green,  Ward  15; 
John  Defern,  Jr.,  Ward  16;  Otto  F.  Wilhelm, 
Ward  17;  John  L.  Copeland,  Ward  18;  Eugene 
H.  Eichorn,  Ward  19;  Frank  I.  Fuller,  Ward  19; 
Clifford  L.  Jordan,  Ward  20;  Frederick  W.  Lor- 
way,  Ward  21;  Clarence  W.  Frost,  Ward  22, 
Francis  J.  White,  Ward  22. 


APPOINTMENTS  BY  THE  MAYOR. 

Subject  to  confirmation  by  the  Council,  the 
Mayor  submitted  the  following  appointments  for 
the  term  ending  April  30,  1932,  viz.: 

Weighers  of  Coal:  John  Reardon,  28  Lexington 
street,  Charlestown;  Edward  J.  Hynes,  250  Stuart 
street,  city;  Harry  A.  Abelson,  11  Kensington 
street,  Roxbury. 

Severally  laid  over  a  week  under  the  law. 


CONCRETE    WALKS    IN    INDEPENDENCE 
PARK. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  October  5,  1931. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen — I  herewith  transmit  to  you  report 
from  William  P.  Long,  chairman  of  the  Park  Com- 
mission, regarding  your  request  to  install  concrete 
walks  in  Independence  Park.  This  is  in  reply  to 
your  order  of  September  28,  1931. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curlet,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Park  Department,  October  2,  1931. 
Hon.  James  M.  Curley, 

Mayor  of  Boston. 
Dear  Sir, — I  am  in  receipt  of  an  order  from  the 
City  Council  that  the  Park  Commission  be  re- 


quested to  install  concrete  walks  in  Independence 
Park  in  place  of  the  present  antiquated  board 
walks,  and  to  erect  a  wire  fence  around  the  flower 
bed  in  said  Independence  Park. 

I  regret  exceedingly  to  inform  you  I  have  no 
funds  available  for  this  proposition  at  the  present 
time.     I  will  be  pleased  to  insert  an  amount  nec- 
essary for  this  work  in  the  budget  of  1932. 
Very  respectfully  yours, 

William  P.  Long,  Chairman. 

Placed  on  file. 


TRANSFERS   WITHIN   DEPARTMENTAL 

APPROPRIATIONS. 
The  following  was  received : 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  October  5,  1931. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — The  attached  requests  for  transfers 
within  departmental  appropriations  have  been 
examined  and  investigated  by  the  Budget  Com- 
missioner. I  accordingly  recommend  adoption  of 
the  accompanying  orders  by  your  honorable  body. 
Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

Ordered,  That  under  authority  of  chapter  261 
of  the  Acts  of  1893  the  City  Auditor  be,  and  hereby 
is,  authorized  to  make  the  following  transfer  in  the 
appropriations  for  Hospital  Department,  Sana- 
torium Division: 

From  the  appropriation  for  B-39,  General  Plant, 
$622,  to  the  appropriation  for  B-13,  Communica- 
tion, $500;  B-15,  Motorless  Vehicle  Repairs,  $50; 
B-16,  Care  of  Animals,  $50;  B-37,  Photographic 
and  Blueprinting,  $22. 

Ordered,  That  under  authority  of  chapter  261 
of  the  Acts  of  1893  the  City  Auditor  be,  and  hereby 
is,  authorized  to  make  the  following  transfer  in 
the  appropriations  for  Institutions  Department. 
Steamer  "George  A.  Hibbard"  and  Launch 
"James  J.  Minot:" 

From  the  appropriation  for  A-l,  Permanent 
Employees,  Mechanic,  1  at  $1,500  per  .year,  $800, 
to  the  appropriation  for  A-2,  Temporary  Em- 
ployees, $800. 

Ordered,  That  under  authority  of  chapter  261 
of  the  Acts  of  1893  the  City  Auditor  be,  and  hereby 
is,  authorized  to  make  the  following  transfer  in 
the  appropriations  for  Public  Works  Department, 
Bridge  Service: 

From  the  appropriation  for  E-3,  Bridges,  $150, 
to  the  appropriation  for  E-10,  Electrical,  $150. 

Ordered,  That  under  authority  of  chapter  261 
of  the  Acts  of  1893  the  City  Auditor  be,  and  hereby 
is,  authorized  to  make  the  following  transfer  in 
the  appropriations  for  Board  of  Appeal: 

From  the  appropriation  of  A-l,  Permanent  Em- 
ployees, Stenographer,  1  at  $1,000  per  year, 
$426.91,  to  the  appropriation  for  A-l,  Permanent 
Employees,  Stenographer,  1  at  $1,100  per  year, 
$426.91. 

Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 


UNEMPLOYMENT  FUND. 

The  following  was  received : 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  October  3,  1931. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — Replying  to  the  order  adopted  by 
your  honorable  body  under  date  of  September  28, 
1931,  and  reading  as  follows:  "  That  his  Honor  the 
Mayor  be  requested  to  consider  the  matter  of 
establishing  an  Unemployment  Fund  to  be  ad- 
ministered by  the  officials  of  the  Department  of 
Public  Welfare,  and  that  all  city  employees, 
excepting  those  with  many  dependents,  be  re- 
quested to  contribute  1  cent  for  each  dollar  received 
in  salary,  per  month," — I  beg  to  state  that,  in  view 
of  the  fact  that  money  necessary  for  the  conduct 
of  the  Public  Welfare  Department  is  now  provided 
out  of  the  tax  levy,  there  is  no  way  in  which  to 
justify  a  levy  of  a  special  assessment  upon  em- 
ployees of  the  city  as  outlined  in  the  order  as 
adopted.  Under  the  circumstances  it  is  in  my 
opinion  eminently  unfair  to  request  compliance 
with  the  order  adopted. 

However,  there  is  nothing  to  prevent  any  indi- 
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vidual  employed  by  the  city  from  making  a  volun- 
tary contribution.  This  has  already  been  done  by 
the  employees  of  many  departments  and  I  trust 
will  ultimately  be  done  by  all  persons  in  the  employ 
of  the  city. 

Very  truly  yours, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 
Placed  on  file. 


PURCHASE  OF  CITY  AUTOMOBILES. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  October  3,  1931. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — Replying  to  the  order  adopted 
under  date  of  September  28,  1931,  and  reading  as 
follows:  "That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  requested 
to  consider  the  matter  of  advising  all  department 
heads  that  the  purchase  of  city  automobiles  will  be 
made  at  stated  intervals  annually,  and  that  all 
high  priced  cars  will  be  replaced,  when  they  are 
turned  in,  for  lower  priced  automobiles," — I  beg 
to  say  that  the  same  has  been  referred  to  the 
Superintendent  of  Supplies. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 
Placed  on  file. 


APPOINTMENT  OF  F.  WARREN  CLARK. 

Notice  was  received  from  the  Mayor  of  appoint- 
ment of  F.  Warren  Clark  to  Board  of  Appeal  for  the 
term  ending  April  30,  1936,  to  take  the  place  of 
Walter  S.  Gerry,  deceased. 

Placed  on  file. 


PETITIONS  REFERRED. 

The  following  petitions  were  received  and  re- 
ferred to  the  committees  named,  viz.: 

Claims. 

Louis  Alperin,  for  compensation  for  damage  to 
car  on  Harvard  street. 

Thomas  Berry,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  an  alleged  defect  at  45  Lenox  street. 

Brindie  Brothers,  Incorporated,  for  compensa- 
tion for  damage  to  property  at  108  South  street, 
caused  by  break  in  water  main. 

Sarah  Campbell,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  an  alleged  defect  at  50  Causeway  street. 

Theresa  Carrideo,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  property  at  96  Leyden  street,  East  Boston, 
caused  by  lowering  of  grade  of  street. 

Clarence  A.  Cobb,  for  compensation  for  damages 
incurred  by  collision  with  police  car. 

Horatio  C.  Collins,  for  compensation  for 
injuries  received  on  East  Boston  Ferry. 

Hannah  Deehan,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  an  alleged  defect  at  496  Southampton 
street. 

Edgemont  A.  Evans,  for  compensation  for  dam- 
age to  property  at  29  Morrill  street,  Dorchester, 
caused  by  roots  blocking  sewer  drain. 

Harvard  Lunch,  refund  on  refuse  tickets. 

Fred  LaMarche,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  an  alleged  defect  in  Boston  Common. 

Lillian  MacDonald,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  property  at  46  Brackett  street,  Brighton,  by 
fire  apparatus. 

John  Masotta,  for  compensation  for  damage  to 
truck  caused  by  ball  thrown  from  William  J.  Barry 
Playground. 

Joseph  Muscarella,  for  refund  on  sidewalk 
license.  .    . 

James  A.  Reardon,  for  compensation  for  inju- 
ries caused  by  an  alleged  defect  in  State  street. 

Mrs.  James  B.  Robinson,  for  compensation  for 
damage  to  property  at  6  Bearse  avenue,  Dor- 
chester, caused  by  sidewalk  grade  changed. 

Laura  Roscoe,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  an  alleged  defect  at  390  Blue  Hill  avenue. 

Oscar  G.  Westerberg,  for  compensation  for 
damage  to  car  caused  by  ball  thrown  from  William 
F.  Smith  Playground. 

Helen  S.  Wright,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  clothing  caused  by  catching  on  rubbish  can  in 
Copley  square.  ... 

Joseph  Fiatame,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  defective  water  main  at  corner  of 
Stillman  and  Washington  streets. 


FIVE-DAY  WEEK. 
The  following  was  received: 
The  Finance  Commission  of  the  City  of  Boston, 
24  School  Street, 
Boston,  Mass.,  October  1,  1931. 
To  the  Honorable  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — In  answer  to  your  order  under 
date  of  September  28,  1931,  requesting  that  the 
Finance  Commission  inform  you  a3  to  its  opinion 
of  the  advisability  and  feasibility  of  instituting 
a  five-day  week  in  the  city  government,  com- 
mencing in  1932,  the  commission  would  suggest 
that  there  is  great  doubt  as  to  whether  or  not  your 
body  has  the  right  to  grant  more  than  a  half- 
holiday  in  each  week,  and  it  would  seem  that  the 
matter  should  be  settled  by  getting  an  opinion 
from  the  Corporation  Counsel. 

Under  the  provisions  of  section  110,  chapter_41 
of  the  General  Laws,  your  body  "may  provide 
that  city  employees  including  laborers,  mechanics 
and  all  other  classes  of  workmen  employed  by  the 
city,  shall  be  allowed  one  half-holiday  in  each 
week  without  loss  of  pay  during  such  portion  of 
the  year  as  the  City  Council  determines." 

It  would  seem  to  the  commission  that  that 
statute  means  what  it  says. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

The  Finance  Commission, 
by  Frank  A.  Goodwin, 

Chairman. 
Placed  on  file. 


FUEL   OIL  REGULATIONS. 

A  communication  was  received  from  John  W. 
Reth,  State  Fire  Marshal,  inclosing  copy  of  new 
rules  and  regulations  of  Department  of  Public 
Safety  governing  light  fuel  oil  burners  in  the  state. 

Placed  on  file. 


CITY  ELECTION. 

Coun.  KELLY  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  meetings  of  the  citizens  of  this 
city  qualified  to  vote  for  city  officers  be  held  at 
the  several  polling  places  designated  for  the  pur- 
pose by  the  Board  of  Election  Commissioners  on 
Tuesday,  the  third  day  of  November,  1931,  to 
give  in  their  votes  for  three  members  of  the  School 
Committee,  and  for  one  member  of  the  City  Coun- 
cil in  each  ward.  The  polls  at  said  meeting  shall 
be  opened  at  six  o'clock  a.  m.  and  closed  at  eight 
o'clock  p.  m. 

Ordered,  That  the  City  Clerk  be  directed  to  give 
notice  of  said  meetings  by  publishing  the  same  as 
required  by  law. 

Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 


BUS  LINE,  ANDREW  SQUARE   AND 
SAVIN  HILL  AVENUE. 
Coun.  KELLY  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  request  the 
trustees  of  the  Boston  Elevated  Railway  to  change 
the  route  of  the  new  bus  line  to  be  operated  be- 
tween Andrew  square  and  Savin  Hill  avenue,  so 
that  when  turning  around  these  buses  will  not  have 
to  travel  on  Savin  Hill  avenue,  Auckland  street, 
and  liay  street,  Ward  15. 

Coun.  KELLY — Mr.  President,  the  reason  why 
I  introduce  this  order  is  because  I  am  in  receipt  of 
a  petition  signed  by  close  to  200  residents  of 
Auckland  street,  Bay  street  and  Savin  Hill  ave- 
nue, which,  as  you  perhaps  know,  is  the  border 
line,  Mr.  President,  of  your  ward.  I  was  surprised 
to  find  out  that  on  the  31st  day  of  last  August,  the 
Boston  Elevated  Railway  was  granted  permission 
to  run  buses  between  Andrew  square  and  the  junc- 
tion of  Dorchester  and  Savin  Hill  avenues.  I 
understand  that  the  Committee  on  Jitneys  made  a 
poll  of  their  members  in  the  matter  but  did  not 
have  any  public  meeting  on  this  particular  petition. 
I  was  not  informed,  as  I  should  have  been,  Mr. 
President,  that  this  new  bus  line,  which  was  to  run 
through  your  ward,  after  serving  its  purpose  so  far 
as  the  people  of  your  ward  were  concerned,  would 
then  go  into  my  ward  by  a  school  and  through  a 
residential  section  merely  in  order  to  turn  around 
and  come  back  in  town  and  pick  up  additional 
constituents  in  your  ward  on  the  way  back.  I 
don't  know  why  it  was  that  this  particular  report 
was  put  on  August  31  and  the  committee  polled  in 
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the  matter  while  I  was  in  the  City  Hospital.  I 
don't  know  why  such  a  petition  was  considered  in 
that  manner  without  at  least  hearing  from  the 
councilor  whose  ward  was  concerned  or  giving  him 
an  opportunity  to  find  the  sentiment  of  the  district 
through  which  the  buses  were  to  travel — not,  as  I 
say,  to  carry  passengers,  but  merely  to  turn  around. 
As  you  undoubtedly  know,  Mr.  President,  a  part 
of  Auckland  street  is  in  your  ward  and  a  part  in 
mine,  and  where  the  bus  makes  the  turn-around  in 
Auckland  street  is  near  a  school  and  is  a  thickly 
settled  section  of  the  ward.  These  particular  buses 
traveling  in  that  section  are  going  to  be  a  menace  to 
the  children  attending  school,  according  to  the 
teachers  in  charge.  Furthermore,  they  are  going 
to  be  a  menace  to  the  general  public  there.  And  it 
is  simply  done  to  allow  the  buses  serving  your  ward, 
Mr.  President,  to  go  into  my  ward  and  do  their 
turning  around  at  a  risk  to  the  lives  of  minor 
children  and  others.  I  understand,  of  course,  that 
the  license  has  been  granted,  and  that  there  is 
nothing  further  I  can  do  in  the  matter.  All  I  can 
do  is  to  say — and  I  wish  the  chairman  of  the  Jitney 
Committee  were  present  to  hear  me — that  I  think 
the  matter  should  never  have  been  put  through  as 
it  was,  at  a  meeting  at  which  I  could  not  be  present 
and  at  which  I  was  not  given  an  opportunity  to  be 
heard.  I  think  it  was  very  unsportsmanlike  that 
the  committee  should  make  such  a  report,  in  favor 
of  granting  a  license  to  operate  motor  vehicles  be- 
tween Andrew  square  and  the  junction  of  Dor- 
chester avenue  and  Savin  Hill  avenue,  under  the 
circumstances.  I  think  it  was  very  unfair  to  report 
it  out  in  any  such  way,  granting  a  license  for  the 
road  to  run  these  buses  along  Bay  and  Auckland 
streets  and  Savin  Hill  avenue.  And,  incidentally, 
the  names  of  those  streets  were  not  used  in  the 
report.  If  they  were  used  at  any  time  when  I  was 
present,  I  would  certainly  have  noticed  it,  because 
I  am  paying  attention  here  at  all  times,  and,  hear- 
ing the  names,  would  have  objected.  I  am  now 
asking  the  Mayor  to  ask  the  trustees  of  the  Boston 
Elevated  to  change  their  route  after  handling  the 
passengers  in  your  ward,  Mr.  President,  and  I  trust 
that  this  very  unsportsmanlike  proceeding  may  be 
corrected. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of    the 
rule. 


PAYMENT  OF  AID  TO  SOLDIERS  AND 
SAILORS. 

Coun.  NORTON,  for  the  Committee  on  Sol- 
diers' Relief,  submitted  report  recommending 
passage  of  order  for  payment  of  aid  to  soldiers  and 
sailors  and  their  families  in  the  City  of  Boston  for 
the  months  of  September  and  October,  1931. 

Report  accepted,  said  order  passed. 


AUTOMATIC  TRAFFIC  SIGNAL. 
Coun.  RUBY  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Traffic  Commissioner  be 
requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  install 
an  automatic  traffic  signal,  for  the  protection  of 
pedestrians,  at  Washington  street  and  Bowdoin 
street,  Dorchester. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


BUBBLE  DRINKING  FOUNTAIN. 
Coun.  RUBY  and  BUSH  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,     That    the    Park    Commission    be    re- 
quested, through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  install  a 
bubble  drinking  fountain  at   the  Blue  Hill  avenue 
entrance  to  Franklin  Park. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


WARD  16  IMPROVEMENTS. 

Coun.  FISH  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Board  of  Street  Commis- 
sioners be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor, 
to  accept  and  lay  out  as  a  public  highway  the 
extension  of  Bowman  street,  from  Blackwell 
street  to  Ashmont  street,  Ward  16. 

Ordered,  That  the  Board  of  Street  Commis- 
sioners be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor, 


to  accept  and  lay  out  as  a  public  highway  Coffey 
street,  from  Neponset  avenue  to  Newhall  street, 
Ward  16. 

Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  make  a  sidewalk  along  Boutwell  street 
(both  sides),  from  Train  street  to  Neponset  avenue, 
Ward  16,  in  front  of  the  estates  bordering  thereon; 
said  sidewalk  to  be  from  3  to  10  inches  above  the 
gutter  adjoining,  to  be  from  5  to  12  feet  in  width, 
and  to  be  built  of  artificial  stone,  with  granite 
edgestones,  under  the  provisions  of  chapter  196  of 
the  Special  Acts  of  1917. 

Severally  passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


ORDINANCE    CONCERNING    WEIGHTS 
AND  MEASURES  DEPARTMENT. 

Coun.  WILSON  offered  the  following: 

An  Ordinance  concerning  the  Weights  and 
Measures  Department 

Be  it  ordained  by  the  City  Council  of  Boston,  as 
follows: 

Section  one  of  chapter  thirty-seven  of  the 
Revised  Ordinances  of  1925,  as  amended  by  chapter 
four  of  the  Ordinances  of  1930,  is  hereby  further 
amended  by  striking  out  the  word  "thirteen"  in 
the  fourth  line  of  said  section  and  inserting  in  place 
thereof  the  word  "fifteen." 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Ordinances. 


RECESS. 

President  McGRATH,  at  2.58  p.  m.,  declared  a 
recess  subject  to  the  call  of  the  Chair.  The  mem- 
bers, after  meeting  in  Executive  Committee,  re- 
assembled in  the  Council  Chamber  and  were 
called  to  order  by  President  McGRATH  at  4  p.  m. 


EXECUTIVE     COMMITTEE     REPORTS. 

Coun.  GALLAGHER,  for  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee, submitted  the  following: 

1.  Report  on  order  (referred  today)  relating  to 
opening  and  closing  of  polls  at  election,  November 
3,  1931, — recommending  passage  of  order  in 
accompanying  new  draft,  viz. : 

Ordered,  That  meetings  of  the  citizens  of  this 
city  qualified  to  vote  for  city  officers  be  held  at 
the  several  polling  places  designated  for  the  pur- 
pose by  the  Board  of  Election  Commissioners  on 
Tuesday,  the  third  day  of  November.  1931,  to  give 
in  their  votes  for  three  members  of  the  School 
Committee,  and  for  one  member  of  the  City 
Council  in  each  ward.  The  polls  at  said  meeting 
shall  be  opened  at  eight  o'clock  a.  m.  and  closed  at 
eight  o'clock  p.  m. 

Ordered,  That  the  City  Clerk  be  directed  to  give 
notice  of  said  meetings  by  publishing  the  same  as 
required  by  law. 

Report  accepted;  said  order  passed  in  above 
new  draft. 

2.  Report  on  order  (referred  March  24)  that  an 
annuity  of  $600  be  paid  to  widow  of  Philip  Leahy, 
late  member  of  the  Boston  Fire  Department — that 
same  ought  to  pass. 

Report  accepted,  said  order  passed. 

3.  Report  on  message  of  Mayor  and  orders 
(referred  today)  for  various  departmental  transfers 
— that  the  orders  ought  to  pass. 

Report  accepted,  orders  passed,  yeas  16,  nays  0. 


REPORT   OF   COMMITTEE   ON  PUBLIC 
LANDS. 

Coun.  LYNCH,  for  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands,  submitted  the  following: 

1.  Report  on  message  of  Mayor  and  order  (re- 
ferred August  17)  for  sale  of  land  on  North  Grove 
street,  with  buildings  thereon,  to  Massachusetts 
General  Hospital  at  $6  per  square  foot — that  same 
ought  to  pass. 

The  report  was  accepted,  and  the  question  came 
on  the  passage  of  the  order. 

Coun.  FITZGERALD— Mr.  President,  I  move 
that  that  matter  be  referred  to  the  Executive 
Committee. 
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Coun.  Fitzgerald's  motion  to  refer  was  lost. 
President  McGRATH — The  question  now  comes 
on  the  passage  of  the  order,  and  the  clerk  will  call 
the  roll. 

Coun.  FITZGERALD— Mr.  President,  I  think 
before  this  very  important  matter  is  acted  upon 
in  this  way  we  ought  to  have  some  reason  given 
why  the  order  should  pass.  I  am  in  receipt  of  a 
personal  letter  sent  out  yesterday  by  his  Honor 
the  Mayor,  in  which  he  states,  "1  have  carefully 
considered  the  objections  which  have  been  pre- 
sented and  have  been  unable  to  find  a  single  valid 
one."  I  don't  know  where  he  got  his  information; 
I  don't  know  whether  he  read  these  proceedings  of 
the  hearing  before  the  committee  or, not.  The 
stenographic  report  has  just  been  finished,  and  is 
not  quite  complete  as  yet.  So  I  don't  know  where 
he  obtained  his  information,  but  no  doubt  it  was 
from  some  of  the  satellites  who  state  what  purport 
to  be  facts.  He  further  says, — "The  land  in 
question  has  an  assessed  value  of  about  .$2.50  per 
foot  and  the  price  offered  by  the  Massachusetts 
General  Hospital  is  $6  per  foot."  And  in  that 
same  neighborhood  land  has  been  sold  for  $12  a 
foot.  "The  abandonment  of  this  branch  of  the 
Public  Works  Department  will  not  cause  a  single 
employee  to  lose  the  position  he  now  holds  with 
the  City  of  Boston,  and  in  the  event  that  the  sale 
is  consummated  I  have  been  assured  that  it  is  the 
purpose  of  the  Massachusetts  General  Hospital 
to  erect  upon  the  land  purchased  a  nurses'  home, 
which  should  add  materially  to  the  neighborhood 
and  in  addition  provide  work,  as  a  consequence  of 
its  construction."  There  has  been  nothing  said 
which  would  indicate,  Mr.  President,  that  any 
such  work  i3  to  go  through.  Some  one  is  a  liar — 
1  don't  know  who — because  we  heard  the  state- 
ment by  Doctor  Washburn,  who  said  that  he 
could  not  say  just  how  the  land  would  be  used 
in  the  future.  In  fact,  he  stated  here,  as  shown 
in  the  report,  that  they  had  no  plans  for  it,  and 
the  treasurer  of  the  hospital  said  he  did  not  know 
why  the  rush  was  on,  why  the  matter  was  brought 
up.  He  also  told  me  that  they  had  no  funds  and 
could  not  proceed.  Mrs.  Bradbury  has  left 
several  millions  to  them,  but  it  is  for  a  specific 
purpose.  Of  course,  there  was  a  terrible  dis- 
appointment to  some  people  in  the  Hall  when 
her  will  was  made  known.  You  know  that  Mrs. 
Bradbury  was  the  sister  of  Mr.  George  R.  White, 
who  left  the  George  R.  White  fund  to  the  city, 
and  it  was  thought  when  Mrs.  Bradbury  went 
around  and  looked  at  the  health  units,  she  would 
be  induced  to  appropriate  some  money  to  further 
the  work  that  had  been  started  in  that  way  with 
the  fund  left  by  her  brother.  She  was  driven 
around  in  a  car,  and  sometimes  she  got  out  of  the 
car,  and  sometimes  she  did  not.  But  she  was  one 
of  those  wise  old  Yankees  who  saw  farther  than 
her  departed  brother  and  said  to  herself,  "  I  guess 
they  won't  put  it  over  on  me,"  and  they  did  not 
get  her  money.  Of  course,  people  were  dis- 
appointed and  there  were  a  lot  of  pros  and  cons 
that  might  need  an  explanation.  But  certainly 
somebody  deliberately  lied  in  regard  to  what  is 
planned  down  there;  and  what  they  are  trying 
to  do  here  is  beyond  me.  '  I  am  going  to  appeal 
to  the  members  of  the  body  to  stand  by  me  as  a 
representative  of  that  section  in  this  matter. 
The  section  here  involved  is  that  which  I  have 
had  the  honor  to  represent  here  for  years.  This 
Public  Works  yard  has  been  there  for  almost 
one  hundred  years,  and  was  the  first  public  yard 
of  its  kind.  Even  before  New  York  found  ways 
of  collecting  garbage  and  refuse,  this  was  estab- 
lished. The  first  institution  of  the  sort  was 
started  right  here  in  Boston.  The  Massachusetts 
General  Hospital  has  been  trying  for  many  years 
to  get  the  city  yard,  but  the  attempt  has  not  been 
quite  so  bad  as  it  is  this  time.  They  are  now 
claiming  this  and  that.  But  1  feel,  as  representing 
the  district  and  its  needs,  that  I  should  be  given 
at  least  the  same  consideration  in  this  matter  that 
would  be  given  to  other  members,  the  same  con- 
sideration that  you  would  give  to  Councilor  Bush 
as  representing  his  constituents,  the  same  con- 
sideration that  you  would  give  to  other  members 
here  in  a  matter  where  the  interests  of  their 
constituents  were  affected.  Are  the  members  of 
this  body  going  to  stand  up  here  and  refuse  to 
give  another  member  the  courtesy  that  belongs 
to  him  as  a  matter  of  common  decency,  if  nothing 
else,  in  the  spirit  of  fair  play?  I  am  asking  the 
Mayor  to  give  to  me  the  same  opportunity  that 
he  has  in  the  past  demanded  for  himself,  when  he 
has  appealed  to  the  people  of  the  city  in  a  cam- 
paign, standing,  as  he  said,  with  his  back  to  the 


wall,  and  exclaiming,  "The  wolves  are  after  me!" 
Well,  the  wolves  are  after  the  people  of  my  section 
today,  and  I  make  this  appeal  in  the  presence  of 
my  fellow  members  of  the  Council,  those  with 
whom  I  have  been  associated,  for  the  most  part, 
for  six  years.  The  Mayor  says  that  this  must  go 
through  immediately.  What  is  the  rush?  Why 
must  it  go  through  today?  What  is  the  reason?  I 
say  that  the  interests  of  the  property  owners  and 
residents  of  my  section  are  involved,  and  seriously 
involved.  Men  from  that  section,  large  tax- 
payers, have  come  in  and  protested  against  this 
taking.  And  why  should  this  order  be  passed, 
with  the  feeling  that  there  is  in  that  section  against 
it?  The  Massachusetts  General  Hospital  is  not  a 
charitable  institution.  Everybody  who  goes  there 
must  pay.  A  boy  who  hurts  his  finger  and  goes 
there  to  be  treated  has  to  pay  75  cents  at  the  door. 
I  was  born  and  raised  in  that  section.  I  have 
invested  my  money  in  property  there.  I  was  born 
in  the  very  section  where  this  yard  stands,  and  I 
know  something  about  the  situation  there  and 
about  the  Massachusetts  General  Hospital.  Have 
you  gentlemen  read  the  charter  of  the  hospital? 
It  is  an  institution  controlled  by  a  medical  clique. 
The  descendants  of  certain  people  here  could 
no  more  get  over  the  threshold  door  than  they 
could  break  into  the  treasury  downstairs  with  the 
police  on  guard.  Members  of  the  City  Council 
twenty-five  years  ago  refused  to  vote  for  this,  and 
what  change  has  now  come  about?  Why  should 
the  members  here  vote  for  this  proposition  on  any 
statement  we  have  received?  The  committee,  if 
they  are  honest  with  themselves,  could  only  vote 
leave  to  withdraw.  The  trustees  of  the  hospital 
did  not  have  the  courage  or  manhood  to  stand  up 
and  give  an  argument  for  this  plan.  They  have 
received  millions,  and  I  now  charge  that  they  have 
been  squandering  it,  and  I  say  now  that  through 
certain  individuals  there  will  be  an  order  in  the 
Legislature  asking  for  an  investigation  of  their 
finances.  That,  Mr.  President,  is  at  hand.  They 
have  lavished  the  people's  money  without  due  re- 
gard for  its  careful  expenditure.  They  have  six- 
teen parcels  of  property  on  Allen  street,  Kennard 
avenue  and  Spring  court  that  is  boarded  up.  An 
investigation  of  what  they  have  been  doing  with 
their  money  is  in  order,  and  some  of  the  first 
families  may  in  the  near  future  have  occasion, 
when  the  evidence  is  produced,  to  hang  their  heads 
in  shame.  The  fight  is  on,  and  I  say  here  that 
there  is  something  coming  to  them  and  to  others 
within  the  hearing  of  my  voice.  The  time  is  near 
when  the  issue  will  be  fought  out,  and  if  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Council  propose  to  disfranchise  the 
people  of  my  district,  not  giving  an  opportunity 
for  proper  expression  of  their  views  in  a  matter  of 
this  kind  that  so  vitally  concerns  them,  they  may 
have  to  answer  later  on.  This  order  proposes  to 
take  away  something  that  is  vitally  important  to 
the  people  of  that  district.  The  people  of  Dor- 
chester know  how  they  have  suffered  in  connection 
with  the  collection  of  garbage  and  refuse.  Do  you 
want  to  see  this  action  taken,  seriously  injuring  the 
people  of  the  district  I  represent?  God  knows 
what  will  happen  in  this  city  of  ours  in  the  way  of 
disease  and  pestilence  if  means  of  preventing  that 
sort  of  thing  are  to  be  thus  done  away  with.  Any 
man  who  has  from  time  to  time  looked  into  the 
work  done  by  the  health  units — the  first  one  of 
which  went  to  the  West  End  and  the  second  to  the 
North  End — knows  the  conditions  in  those  sec- 
tions full  well.  But  what  is  behind  this,  Mr. 
President?  We  know  certain  things  that  have 
grown  out  of  the  widening  of  Cambridge  street. 
Are  we  to  see  a  month  from  now  an  order  come 
in  to  have  the  jail  transferred  to  Deer  Island 
and  the  land  on  which  it  stands  sold  for  the  con- 
struction of  apartment  houses?  Is  that  behind 
it?  With  the  82,000,000  invested  by  the  city 
down  there,  is  that  what  is  to  happen?  Is  that 
what  is  behind  it?  Of  course,  honest  men  con- 
nected with  the  hospital  did  not  dare  to  testify 
at  the  hearing  that  it  was  proposed  to  do  cer- 
tain things  with  this  land  at  the  present  time, 
but  the  Mayor  says  that  it  must  be  reported  out 
of  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands  and  that  it 
must  be  passed.  I  ask,  in  all  fairness,  if  we  are 
to  be  controlled  here  by  a  despot?  Are  members 
of  this  body  to  say  that  they  have  no  more  honor 
and  integrity  left,  that  they  are  going  to  vote 
for  everything  that  they  arc  asked  to  vote  for? 
At  least,  we,  as  representing  the  different  sections 
of  this  city,  ought  to  have  some  consideration 
shown  us.  At  the  request  of  two  members  of  the 
committee,  I  waited  upon  his  Honor  the  Mayor 
and  asked  him  if  he  would  not  listen  to  a  com- 
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mittee  of  citizens  from  my  district,  large  property 
owners,  people  interested  in  settlement  house 
work  there,  people  interested  in  the  health  of  the 
community,  and  who  are  doing  a  great  deal  of 
such  work  in  that  section.  "No,"  he  said,  "I 
will  not  listen  to  any  committee.  I  have  the 
votes.  I  am  not  going  to  waste  any  time,  and  it 
has  got  to  go  through."  Well,  there  is  a  great 
jury  of  public  opinion  in  this  city  and,  thank 
God,  we  have  the  radio.  The  papers  have  given 
very  little  attention  to  this  matter.  They  did 
print  both  sides  in  a  small  way.  One  paper  that 
I  expected  would  say  something,  said  very  little 
about  it  and  gave  simply  the  hospital  side  of  it. 
But,  as  I  say,  thank  God  we  still  have  some  means 
of  reaching  the  people,  and  there  are  people  in 
this  city,  many  of  them,  who  first  saw  the  light 
of  day  in  that  section,  who  are  friends  of  the 
people  in  that  section,  and  who  still  live  in  the 
different  parts  of  this  town.  Mr.  President, 
everybody  should  be  given  fair  play,  and  things 
should  not  be  driven  forcibly  down  people's 
throats.  Of  course,  there  are  a  few  members 
here  who  have  been  voting  as  a  minority  on  cer- 
tain questions  that  have  come  before  the  body. 
I  have  voted  as  1  thought  was  right  on  questions 
that  have  come  in  here.  I  have  not  at  times 
felt  that  it  was  right  to  vote  for  the  expenditure 
of  millions,  knowing  the  condition  of  our  city, 
t  a  condition  that  has  been  becoming  more  and 
more  evident  every  day,  and  a  situation  to  which 
people  are  awakening,  and  by  which,  when  they 
have  awakened,  they  will  be  appalled.  I  have 
thought  it  was  a  matter  of  justice  for  each  of  us 
at  certain  times  to  express  our  opinion  accordingly, 
by  our  vote.  In  my  day  in  politics  1  have  come 
in  contact  with  many  mayors  and  governors, 
men  who  have  seen  the  right  or  the  wrong  of 
measures  upon  which  they  were  called  upon  to 
act,  and  who  have  been  ready  to  retreat  when 
they  saw  that  they  were  wrong.  On  a  matter 
of  this  kind,  Mr.  President,  the  people  of  a  dis- 
trict affected  should  be  given  full  opportunity 
to  express  their  opinion.  Nobody  from  our  dis- 
trict came  in  and  favored  this.  The  property 
owners  objected  to  it,  and  they  certainly  deserve 
consideration,  and  the  other  people  in  the  district 
object  to  it.  I  wonder  if  any  member  here  has 
ever  gone  down  those  crowded  streets?  All  I 
ask  is  that  you  men  who  are  fathers  will  do  so 
if  you  have  not  done  so  already,  before  you  vote 
to  over-ride  me  on  this  proposition.  You  should 
have  seen  what  1  saw  yesterday,  when  a  pedler 
with  a  load  of  rotten  peaches  had  them  upset 
down  there  and  when  some  of  the  urchins  around 
the  streets,  perhaps  living  in  basements  and  other 
places  nearby,  picked  up  and  were  eating  those 
rotten  peaches.  Oh,  yes,  Mr.  President,  it  is 
all  right  for  some  people  to  talk,  having  in  mind 
conditions  in  their  wards.  But  we  can't  all  live 
out  along  the  beautiful  Fenway  and  in  places 
overlooking  beautiful  Jamaica  Pond.  We  can- 
not all  live  on  Commonwealth  avenue  or  in  the 
beautiful  suburbs.  But  at  least  the  people  living 
down  there  are  God's  own  creatures  and  they 
are  entitled  to  some  consideration,  when  it  comes 
to  matters  of  health  and  cleanliness,  and  the 
continuance  of  this  yard  down  there  is  necessary 
in  the  interest  of  health  and  cleanliness.  And  I 
know  that  some  of  these  people  who  are  now 
living  in  these  beautiful  surroundings  in  our 
city  were  once  poor  themselves  and  knew  what 
hardship  was.  And,  Mr.  President,  I  say  again 
that  these  men  representing  the  hospital  deny 
having  any  plans.  You  don't  need  to  take  my 
word  for  it,  but  just  refer  to  this  report  of  the 
hearing.  They  have  no  plans.  If  this  yard  is 
removed,  it  will  mean  that  a  large  number  of 
trucks  will  have  to  be  used  going  back  and  forth 
to  the  South  End  yard  from  the  West  End,  and 
that  a  number  of  additional  men  will  be  dropped. 
We  know  that  one  hundred  twenty-odd  men  were 
laid  off  the  24th  of  last  May  and  others  on  the 
fourth  day  of  June,  which  means  additional 
demands  on  the  Department  of  Public  Welfare 
at  a  time  like  this;  and  it  will  mean  that  a  large 
number  of  trucks  will  have  to  be  obtained  at 
great  expense,  carrying  numerous  loads  through 
that  section,  menacing  life  and  limb,  and  that 
will  be  a  serious  injury  to  health  conditions  in 
the  district.  The  President  of  this  body  has 
said  on  many  occasions  when  he  was  righting  to 
make  certain  reforms  that  those  men  who  were 
laid  off  should  have  been  kept  at  work,  and  I  say 
now  that  those  positions  never  have  been  filled 
and  never  will  be  filled.  If  you  want  to  realize 
the  need  of  work  along  this  line  down  in  that 


district,  go  to  the  market  on  Saturday  night 
and  study  conditions.  The  carrying  out  of 
proper  health  inspection  and  clean-up  work  has 
an  important  bearing  on  the  food  you  get.  Three 
thousand  pedlers  make  their  headquarters  in 
and  about  that  district,  and  after  they  have 
come  in  there  on  a  week-end  and  have  had  their 
wares  for  sale,  the  refuse  must  then  be  collected. 
You  will  find  dead  cats  and  dogs  in  the  streets; 
you  will  find  all  sorts  of  refuse  that  must  be  re- 
moved, as  a  menace  to  health  and  to  the  food 
supply.  We  are  told  about  manure  in  stables 
attracting  flies.  Well,  the  gentleman  from  the 
Back  Bay  knows  that  many  of  the  houses  on 
the  Back  Bay  keep  a  coachman  and  livery,  backing 
up  on  Back  street  and  Commonwealth  avenue, 
in  the  Back  Bay  district.  Mr.  Justice  Aiken, 
up  to  the  time  when  he  passed  away,  kept  his 
buggy,  with  seven  or  eight  horses,  on  Mt.  Vernon 
street.  Everybody  knows  about  that  condition, 
but  it  is  also  known  that  there  is  nothing  to  Tear 
in  the  matter  of  pestilence  from  that.  But  dead 
cats  and  dogs  and  decayed,  rotten  fruit  and 
vegetables  piled  up  around  are  a  different  thing. 
Doctor  Mahoney  came  in  and  told  the  truth  in 
the  matter.  I  would  have  liked  an  opportunity 
to  cross-examine  some  of  the  men  appearing 
for  this  plan  at  the  hearing.  I  have  talked  with 
men  who  have  been  identified'  with  the  Public 
Works  Department  for  twenty-five  years,  and 
they  say  that  what  is  proposed  here  is  a  crime, 
"But  what  can  we  do?"  It  is  a  bad  condition  of 
affairs  in  Boston  when  people  cannot  tell  the 
truth.  But  there  is  always  an  answer  to  these 
things,  sometime.  Napoleon  met  his  Waterloo 
and  the  Kaiser  came  to  his  end.  Jimmie  Walker, 
a  great  character  and  one  of  the  best  fellows  who 
ever  lived,  now  stands  fighting  with  his  back 
to  the  wall,  with  the  Seabury  committee.  The 
day  may  come  when  we  will  have  a  Seabury 
committee  here,  and  thank  God,  we  have  a  Damon 
Hall.  I  think  the  time  is  at  hand  when  the  people 
I  am  representing  will  rise  up  and  demand  their 
rights.  1  know,  of  course,  that  no  words  of 
mine  will  have  any  effect  here  today.  I  have 
personally  made  my  plea  to  his  Honor.  What 
effect  this  whole  thing  will  have  I  don't  know. 
But  certainly  in  our  section  we  ought  to  have 
some  consideration  in  the  matter  of  this  yard. 
Our  people  are  the  ones  who  will  suffer  from  this 
condition  of  affairs.  The  plan  now  seems  to  be 
to  abolish  the  West  End  yard  and  refuse  to  replace 
it.  Well,  they  are  starting  in  on  this  sort  of 
thing  and  are  probably  going  to  put  in  the  con- 
tract system  in  different  parts  of  Boston,  and 
many  of  the  councilors  here  will  be  worried  be- 
fore the  thing  is  over.  They  will  be  pleading  for 
relief.  Perhaps  there  may  be  some  jokers  in  that 
ad.  that  is  going  in  for  November  11.  You  had 
better  watch  the  jokers.  And  when  you  have 
passed  away  and  there  are  other  City  Councilors 
here  tomorrow,  tomorrow  will  be  another  day. 
That  is  the  way  it  will  go.  I  am  simply  making 
one  last  appeal  to  the  members  of  this  body.  I 
asked  that  the  matter  be  referred  to  the  Executive 
Committee,  and  I  was  defeated.  I  say  now  that 
when  they  are  selling  this  land  for  $6  a  foot  they 
are  selling  it  too  low.  The  Mayor  delivered  an 
attack  on  the  Board  of  Tax  Appeals,  composed 
of  honorable  men.  There  is  John  Wright,  for 
instance,  who  was  in  the  Legislature,  and  a  model 
man,  an  upright  and  honest  citizen.  They  gave 
an  honest  opinion  based  on  property  on  Hanover 
street.  If  it  went  to  a  jury  you  would  see.  A 
jury  a  few  days  ago,  for  property  down  on  Charles 
street  near  the  city  yard,  gave  an  award  of  $200,- 
000,  much  exceeding  the  taxed  valuation.  What 
better  evidence  is  there  than  the  fact  that  right 
in  that  block  the  $200,000  was  awarded  by  a 
jury?  Commissioner  Rourke  said  that  he  would 
buy  twenty  trucks  for  $80,000  and  garage  them 
in  private  property.  Truck  garaging  in  the 
West  End  or  the  North  End  costs  $30  to  $40  a 
month,  or  an  average  of  $35  a  month.  Twenty 
trucks  will  cost  the  city  $700  a  month  or  $8,400 
a  year.  This  is  all  that  the  city  would  receive  as 
interest  on  $210,000  for  a  year.  As  a  matter  of 
fact,  these  twenty  trucks  would  cost  $110,000, 
leaving  but  $54,000,  which  would  be  eaten  up  in 
garage  rent  in  six  years.  The  widening  of  Charles 
street  took  a  considerable  portion  of  the  jail. 
The  jail  now  uses  Engine  24  and  yard,  also  en- 
trance. The  city  has  $2,000,000  invested  in  plant 
there.  In  case  of  this  sale  any  further  expansion 
must  be  made  elsewhere,  at  a  loss  of  $2,000,000, 
which  is  what  the  jail  is  valued  at,  and  expansion 
has  to  come,  because  there  must  be  room  there. 
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The  land  surrounding  the  city  yard  and  adjoining 
it  is  assessed  at  $12  a  foot.  This  would  be  a 
price  of  $325,000.  A  jury  awarded  damages 
for  property  at  Charles  and  Cambridge  streets,  in 
the  same  block,  at  $30  a  foot.  This  would  value 
the  yard  at  $800,000.  They  are  holding  the 
land  on  Cambridge  street  for  commercial  pur- 
poses, getting  rentals  out  of  it  and  commercializ- 
ing it,  but  they  have  no  use  for  this  yard  except 
to  enter  into  this  deal.  One  half  of  the  $800,000 
is  $400,000,  two  and  a  half  times  the  price  offered. 
If  these  trucks  were  moved  to  the  South  End 
yard,  they  would  have  to  travel  an  average  of 
three  miles  each  way,  or  a  total  of  six  miles  a 
day.  Based  on  the  figures  of  similar  trucks 
used  by  the  city,  it  costs  the  city  53  cents  a  mile 
to  move  a  truck,  or  an  extra  cost  of  $3.12  a  day 
for  each  truck,  or  a  total  of  $62.40  a  day,  making 
a  total  of  $374.40  a  week  or  $19,500  a  year.  This 
would  eat  up  the  surplus  on  the  sale  in  three 
years.  Those  are  facts,  and  if  in  the  face  of  them, 
you  want  to  proceed,  go  ahead.  There  are  a 
lot  of  things  that  I  might  say,  but  I  will  refrain. 
I  realize  the  position  that  the  members  of  the 
body  are  placed  in.  I  supported  the  Mayor 
of  this  city  when  he  was  a  candidate  for  re-election. 
I  supported  him  in  his  first  campaign,  and  the 
political  organization  of  which  I  am  a  part  sent 
hundreds  of  men  all  over  the  city  for  him.  You 
all  know  how  close  the  fight  was.  I  supported 
him  at  the  last  campaign  against  Fred  Mansfield, 
who  received  100,000  votes,  spending  hardly  a 
dollar,  having  no  real  organization,  and  being  a 
sick  man.  He  came  back  from  Europe  just  in 
time  to  file  his  papers.  The  present  Mayor  was 
supported  by  the  people  of  my  district,  and  he 
received  nearly  6,000  votes  in  that  section  of 
Boston.  And  now  this  is  the  treatment  that 
we  receive.  As  I  say,  I  have  lived  in  that  dis- 
trict all  my  life.  The  man  on  my  right  (Coun. 
Arnold)  when  he  first  entered  the  practice  of 
medicine,  if  my  memory  serves  me  right,  served 
his  apprenticeship  in  that  district.  He  knows 
about  the  poor  people  there.  He  knows  whether 
there  are  any  poor  in  that  district.  No  doubt 
at  the  present  moment  there  are  many  poor 
little  babies  crying  for  milk,  with  their  mothers 
trying  their  best  to  manage  them,  and  here  it  is 
proposed  to  bring  about  a  condition  that  will 
cause  filth  and  disease  down  there,  resulting  in 
diphtheria,  scarlet  fever  and  contagious  diseases 
of  diSerent  kinds.  When  sickness  and  pestilence 
come,  they  strike  the  rich  as  well  as  the  poor, 
the  saint  as  well  as  the  sinner.  I  have  received 
letters  from  people  all  over  the  city,  as  no  doubt 
some  of  the  other  members  of  the  Council  have, 
showing  that  the  different  elements  in  this  com- 
munity realize  what  this  means.  Anyone  who 
has  spent  any  time  in  the  North  and  West  Ends 
must  realize  what  it  means  for  those  sections  to 
be  deprived  of  facilities  of  this  kind.  Well,  per- 
haps, some  people  may  profit  by  this  and  perhaps 
they  will  not.  I  say  now,  however,  that  this  is 
not  the  end.  They  cannot  stand  an  investigation 
of  the  Massachusetts.  General  Hospital,  and 
other  people  cannot  stand  it  As  ye  sow,  so  shall 
ye  reap.  The  time  is  going  to  come  when  there 
will  be  a  showdown;  the  time  is  near  at  hand 
when  the  facts  will  be  brought  out.  I  say  that 
a  member  of  the  Boston  City  Council,  represent- 
ing such  a  district  as  I  represent,  large  in  popu- 
lation and  in  wealth — a  member  of  this  body 
representing  the  poor  as  well  as  the  rich  in  that 
great  metropolitan  district — should  at  least 
be  accorded  the  courtesy  of  having  this  matter 
referred  to  the  Executive  Committee,  so  that 
the  different  interests  concerned  may  have  an 
opportunity  to  be  heard.  We  have  not  had  a 
fair  hearing.  I  did  not  have  a  chance  to  cross- 
examine  men  who  were  there.  Many  of  our 
people  were  there,  and  the  chairman  of  the  com- 
mittee did  his  best  to  prolong  the  hearing.  But 
these  people  who  were  interested  in  this  plan  lost 
no  time  in  getting  out,  and  there  was  no  proper 
opportunity  for  cross-examination.  When  the 
people  of  East  Boston  came  here  and  fought 
against  the  tanks,  a  full  hearing  was  given.  The 
chairman  of  the  committee  wanted  the  people 
there  to  have  their  day  in  court,  and  they  had  it, 
and  came  here  and  protested.  Now  I  am  denied 
that  opportunity.  I  am  to  be  punished  because 
of  my  vote.  Well,  we  have  down  there  in  the 
West  End  a  distinguished  gentleman  who  was 
born  there  and  who  has  lived  there  all  his  life. 
For  twenty  years  I  have  heard  that  they  were 
going  to  put  him  out  of  commission.  1  don't 
know  whether  they  will  or  not,   but  I   think   he 


will  live  to  see  another  day;  I  think  he  will  per- 
haps live  to  have  the  last  word.  He  has  already 
survived  a  lot  of  them.  Members  of  this  Council 
may  think  they  are  right,  but  they  need  find 
no  fault  if  later  on  they  find  themselves  in  the 
same  position  that  we  are  being  placed  in.  I 
have  seen  a  lot  of  people  begging  for  mercy.  I 
have  seen  a  former  mayor  of  this  city,  who  stood 
with  the  reformers,  and  Martin  Lomasney  told 
me  that  he  didn't  have  coal  for  a  fire,  and  he 
put  $1,000  in'  his  hands  and  saved  him  from 
disgrace.  And  there  was  another  former  mayor 
of  this  city  that  I  heard  the  late  Jim  Donovan 
tell  about,  whom  he  met  on  Washington  street, 
with  the  tears  rolling  down  from  his  eyes,  because 
he  was  down  and  out.  And  he  was  a  good  man, 
a  lovable  man,  and  the  first  of  his  race  to  sit  in 
that  chair.  I  have  seen  many  such  cases  in  my 
day.  That  sort  of  thing  may  come  to  any  of  us. 
Now,  the  members  of  this  body  have  no  justifica- 
tion for  doing  what  they  are  doing  today.  They 
are  following  in  the  wrong  path,  they  are  going 
against  everything  that  is  right.  I  even  appeal 
to  the  attorneys  of  the  body.  In  court  men 
desiring  certain  action  taken  have  to  present 
evidence  and  the  Court  hears  the  pros  and  cons 
before  deciding.  I  don't  object  to  your  taking 
the  yard;  all  I  want  is  to  have  it  replaced.  But 
I  do  want  to  bring  out  the  truth  here  and  to  say 
that  the  yard  is  not  a  menace  to  the  district. 
Nobody  can  truthfully  say  that.  Members  of 
the  body  should  go  down  there  and  view  the 
premises  and  at  least  look  them  over,  before 
finally  voting  upon  this  matter.  Here  is  a  great 
and  important  question,  which  will  ultimately 
mean  a  million  dollars  added  to  our  already 
overburdened  tax  rate.  And  that  addition  must 
come.  This  is  only  a  temporary  measure,  and 
before  you  vote  you  should  at  least  view  the 
yard  and  see  the  situation  there,  and  the  acres 
of  land  they  now  have  there  unused.  Only  last 
Friday  they  boarded  up  another  building  on 
Parkman  street,  opposite  the  Winchell  School. 
So  there  is  no  neied  for  the  taking  of  this  par- 
ticular ground  in  this  way.  There  is  no  justifica- 
tion for  it.  At  a  later  date  I  may  have  more 
to  say  on  this  matter,  but  I  could  not  let  the 
opportunity  go  by  today  without  saying  some- 
thing. I  feel  that  I  owe  it  to  the  people  of  my 
district  to  honestly  and  fearlessly  represent  them, 
and  I  have  done  so  to  the  best  of  my  ability. 
Representing  that  district,  which  has  such  large 
property  interests  in  this  city,  and  representing 
those  interests  as  well  as  the  interests  of  the  people 
of  the  ward,  all  of  whom  will  be  affected  by  this 
action,  I  could  not  vote  on  this  matter  in  any  other 
way.  The  people  are  already  overburdened  with 
taxes.  Twenty-five  years  ago  people  came  down 
there  and  revolutionized  things,  tore  down  the 
old  buildings  and  put  up  new  buildings,  and  took 
a  great  chance  in  doing  so.  They  went  into  tene- 
ment house  and  apartment  house  property  as  a 
matter  of  investment,  and  many  of  the  people  in 
my  district  and  in  outlying  districts  are  now  fight- 
ing for  their  lives  to  hold  their  equities  and  to 
educate  their  sons  and  daughters.  Those  people 
have  always  been  loyal  to  our  section,  and  I  am 
now  trying  to  fight  for  them,  fighting  to  keep  down 
the  taxes  on  their  property,  fighting  for  them  when 
they  cannot  fight  for  themselves.  If  I  did  not 
fight  for  them  I  would  be  an  ingrate,  after  what 
they  have  done  for  the  section.  I  want  to  have 
their  property  protected,  and  I  want  my  property 
protected.  I  could  have  brought  5,000  people  up 
here,  marshaling  such  a  crowd  as  you  saw  here  in 
the  East  Boston  fight.  As  it  was,  we  simply 
brought  up  some  of  the  best  representative  citizens 
of  the  district. 

Coun.  LYNCH — Mr.  President,  while  I  have 
been  unable  to  look  over  this  property  as  thor- 
oughly as  1  would  have  liked  to  do,  and  as  I  wish  1 
had  the  opportunity  to  do,  I  do  want  to  take  up 
one  or  two  facts  stated  by  the  gentleman  who  has 
just  taken  his  seat.  In  the  first  place,  there  were 
but  two  facts  entering  into  the  question  for  the 
committee  to  decide.  The  first  was,  would  the 
service  to  the  district  be  impaired!  That  was 
answered  by  the  fact  that  in  the  Back  Bay,  which 
is  cared  for  in  the  way  that  the  West  End  is  pro- 
posed to  be  cared  for,  there  are  fewer  requests  for 
service  than  from  any  district  in  the  City  of  Bos- 
ton. The  only  other  question  that  entered  into 
our  consideration  of  the  matter  was,  who  was  it  to 
be  sold  to  and  why  should  they  want  it?  The 
Mayor  of  Boston  settled  that  question  when  he 
named  the  Massachusetts  General  Hospital,  and 
he  named  the  price  at  which  it  Was  to  be  sold.     1 
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don't  like  to  take  up  the  time  of  the  members  of 
this  body  at  undue  length  on  an  unusually  warm 
afternoon,  but  the  truthfulness  of  the  committee 
has  been  questioned,  and  I  just  want  an  oppor- 
tunity to  answer  the  gentleman  from  the  West 
End.  In  the  first  place,  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands  gave  to  the  people  of  the  West  End  a  public 
hearing.  They  were  not  compelled  to  do  so,  but 
in  fairness  to  the  gentleman  with  whom  most  of  us 
have  had  the  opportunity  to  serve  for  the  last  six 
years  we  deemed  it  a  privilege  and  a  honor  to  call 
this  public  meeting.  Every  person  present  was 
given  an  opportunity  to  ask  questions,  including 
Representative  John  Higgins  and  Councilor  John 
I.  Fitzgerald,  and  the  hearing  lasted  until  shortly 
after  five  o'clock.  The  councilor  from  the  West 
End  upon  finishing  his  address  made  a  charge,  as 
he  has  done  in  his  speech  here  today.  I  immedi- 
ately answered  by  asking  him  if  it  was  not  a  fact 
that  the  residents  of  the  West  End  had  been  given 
a  fair  and  impartial  hearing,  and  his  answer  was, 
"Yes,"  and  that  was  the  answer  of  Representative 
Higgins  and  former  Representative  Sullivan  also 
took  the  floor  personally  and  said  he  had  been  given 
a  fair  and  impartial  hearing.  The  councilor  tries 
to  give  everybody  the  impression  that  this  order 
has  been  hurried  and  rushed  and  that  he  has  been 
given  no  opportunity  to  defend  himself  or  his 
district.  I  asked  the  councilor  if  he  had  had  ever 
personally  or  through  a  group  or  otherwise  appealed 
to  the  Mayor  on  this  proposition.  He  said  he  had 
not  had  a  chance  to  do  so.  I  want  the  gentlemen 
of  the  body  to  bear  this  fact  in  mind.  The  order 
was  introduced  on  August  15;  the  date  of  the 
public  hearing  was  September  25.  There  was 
ample  opportunity  afforded  for  Councilor  Fitz- 
gerald, Representative  Higgins  or  anybody  else 
who  was  interested  in  this  yard,  to  voice  objection. 
I  think  it  is  only  fair  to  the  trustees  of  the  Massa- 
chusetts General  Hospital  that  the  testimony  of 
Doctor  Washburn  should  be  introduced  into  the 
record.  Certain  charges  have  been  made  against 
the  institution  today,  charges  that  I  think  are  very 
unfair.  If  the  gentleman  has  information  on 
which  to  base  those  charges,  the  place  and  time  to 
make  them  was  when  the  trustees  and  Doctor 
Washburn  were  here  and  I  think  it  is  very  unfair 
that  he  should  take  this  opportunity  in  a  public 
meeting  of  this  body  to  get  up  and  make  these 
charges  in  the  absence  of  the  trustees  whom  he  had 
an  opportunity  to  cross-examine.  Doctor  Wash- 
bum's  testimony  is  as  follows: 

"For  the  first  forty  years  of  its  existence  it  was 
the  only  general  hospital  in  this  community,  and 
it  took  care  of  all  the  sick  poor  of  the  City  of 
Boston,  as  well  as  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Massa- 
chusetts. In  the  year  1930,  out  of  7,200  patients 
admitted  to  the  hospital,  over  2,000  were  residents 
of  Boston  and  in  the  out-patient  department,  out 
of  42,202  patients,  17,000  were  residents  of  the 
City  of  Boston.  That  shows  the  very  consider- 
able work  which  the  hospital  is  doing  for  the  city, 
and  without  any  recompense. 

"If  it  were  not  for  the  Massachusetts  General 
Hospital  the  city  would  be  obliged  to  have  a  great 
deal  more  in  the  line  of  hospital  accommodation 
of  its  own.  Now  throughout  these  years,  the 
hospital  has  reached  its  eminent  position  largely 
because  of  the  character  of  its  staff — its  physicians 
and  surgeons — and  what  they  have  accomplished 
in  the  advancement  of  the  science  of  medicine. 
Ether  was  first  used  in  this  hospital,  that  great 
boon  to  suffering  humanity,  and  the  knowledge  of 
the  use  of  anesthetics  spread  from  the  Massa- 
chusetts General  Hospital  and  from  Boston, 
throughout  the  world.  That  was  one  of  its  great 
contributions. 

"Two  things  have  made  Massachusetts  surgery 
famous.  One  is  ability  and  the  other  is  research, 
and  50  per  cent  of  that  came  from  Boston  and  from 
the  Massachusetts  General  Hospital,  which  has 
reflected  great  brilliance  upon  Boston.  And  there 
are  many  other  things.  The  discovery  of  the  use  of 
ether  is  the  greatest  of  them,  perhaps,  but  from 
Boston  and  from  the  Massachusetts  General 
Hospital  has  also  come  the  great  blessing  of  medical 
social  service,  which  has  gone  out,  through  other 
institutions  from  here. 

"And,  at  the  present  time,  within  the  last  year 
and  a  half,  a  hospital  has  been  erected  there  for  the 
care  of  people  of  moderate  means,  where  the  doctors 
limit  their  fees,  and  where  the  service  is  given  at  a 
low  rate  of  cost;  so  that  people  of  moderate  means, 
who  never  before  were  able  to  get  the  best  there 
was  at  a  moderate  price,  may  now  get  it,  and  that 
experiment  is  being  watched  all  over  the  world. 
We  have  letters  of  commendation  from  hospitals 


all  over  the  world,  and  from  physicians  and  so- 
cially-minded people,  who  are  watching  that 
development. 

"So  that,  those  of  us  who  are  connected  with 
Boston  and  with  the  Massachusetts  General 
Hospital  can  say  that  we  are  citizens  of  no  mean 
city,  and  the  Massachusetts  General  Hospital  has 
done  its  share  in  that.  Now  that  does  not  affect 
the  immediate  subject  very  closely.  I  realize.  On 
the  other  hand,  perhaps,  in  a  way  it  does.  Right 
under  the  front  door  of  the  Massachusetts  General 
Hospital  is  this  yard  with  the  city  stable. 

"Flies  breed  in  the  manure  heaps  there.  They 
come  to  the  hospital  and  they  carry  disease,  and 
the  odor  from  the  manure  on  hot  summer  days  is 
pungent  and  strong.  I  am  not  reflecting  in  any 
way  on  the  care  of  the  stable,  because  these  things 
are  unavoidable  with  having  horses  in  that  vicinity. 
The  iron-tired  carts  roll  under  the  windows  of  the 
Nurses'  Home  every  morning  at  about  four  o'clock. 
They  wake  the  nurses  who  have  been  hard  at  work 
during  the  day  and  with  all  the  responsibilities  of 
the  care  of  the  sick,  and  who  are  entitled  to  their 
night's  rest.  That  has  been  complained  of  many 
times. 

"The  entrance  to  the  hospital  is  not  immedi- 
ately at  the  end  of  North  Grove  street,  it  is  a  little 
around  the  corner.  Every  car  that  comes  out  the 
front  gate  must  dodge  this  projecting  corner  of  the 
city  stable.  We  hope  some  day  that,  if  this  really 
comes  into  our  possession,  that  corner  may  be 
eliminated  so  that  free  access  may  be  given  to  cars 
and  to  the  ambulances  of  the  hospital  going  in  and 
out  of  the  main  entrance  of  the  hospital. 

"  The  hospital  has  expanded  in  recent  years 
tremendously.  When  I  first  went  there,  we  cared 
for  230  patients  in  beds  and  now  the  hospital  has 
S50  beds.  This  expansion  will  continue  and  with 
it  must  go  a  space  to  put  the  buildings  on.  We 
cannot  put  the  new  buildings  on  the  beautiful  lawn 
of  the  hospital  without  great  detriment  to  the 
neighborhood  and  to  the  houses.  So  that,  as  time 
goes  by,  we  shall  need  more  room.  Now,  this  is  a 
great  opportunity  because  the  trustees  have  offered 
this  fair  price  and  this  is  an  opportunity  for  us  to 
do  away  with  these  nuisances  which  we  have  en- 
dured for  so  many  years  right  under  our  noses 
and  also  to  give  us  the  space  that  we  shall  need 
for  future  development. " 

Then  follows  a  question  by  Coun.  Fitzgerald — 
'  'Doctor,  do  you  think  this  is  a  fair  price  which 
the  hospital  is  offering? 

"Dr.  Washburn- —  Well,  I  think  you  had  better 
talk  with  some  one  who  has  to  do  with  that  end  of 
it.  I  cannot  say.  The  treasurer  of  the  hospital 
is  here,  if  you  wish  to  talk  to  him. 

"Coun.  Fitzgerald — Why  is  it  that  you  have 
that  large  number  of  houses  on  Allen  street,  un- 
inhabited and  boarded  up,  which  is  one  of  the  quiet 
streets  of  the  district?  What  is  your  intention 
there? 

"Dr.  Washburn — Well,  we  cannot  say  as  to 
just  how  that  will  be  used.  The  original  plan  was 
abandoned  and,  later  on,  that  will  be  undoubtedly 
used  for  laundry  or  storehouse  purposes,  or  possi- 
bly other  buildings  in  connection  with  the  hospital 
use." 

And  so  on.  with  nothing  in  the  matter  of  charges 
that  the  councilor  from  the  West  End  has  made 
here  today  against  the  trustees  or  anybody  con- 
nected with  the  Massachusetts  General  Hospital. 
I  listened  with  rapt  attention  to  the  gentleman 
when  he  gave  his  figures  for  the  land  sales  in  the 
vicinity.  I  have  here  before  me  figures  of  Henry  M. 
Williams  and  Eliot  Henderson,  trustees,  on  G.5S3 
feet,  with  large  brick  building,  corner  of  Cambridge 
and  Charles  streets,  and  a  1.224  foot  passageway. 
The  city  awarded  $140,000.  The  case  was  taken 
to  court  and  the  jury  awarded  $201,258.95,  in- 
cluding SI. 400  interest  and  costs.  I  don't  know 
whether  that  has  any  relation  to  the  figures  the 
councilor  gives,  but  it  sounds  a  lot  like  it.  It  was 
in  no  way  the  fault  of  the  Mayor  of  Boston  or  of 
the  Corporation  Counsel  that  this  large  amount  of 
money  was  awarded  by  a  jury.  That  represented 
approximately  an  assessment  of  S10  a  foot.  Right 
next  door  to  the  Williams  lot  is  a  lot  of  land  on 
which  the  owners  accepted  SS5.000  for  land  and 
buildings,  which  was  approximately  S7  a  foot,  and 
on  the  next  lot  the  assessment  was  S7  a  foot,  ap- 
proximately. I  don't  know  of  any  reason  Mr. 
President,  why  the  sale  of  the  land  to  the  Mas- 
sachusetts General  Hospital  should  be  delayed.  As 
a  matter  of  fairness  to  the  hospital,  and  recognizing 
the  work  which  they  have  done  for  years,  I  think 
we  should  take  immediate  action. 

Coun.  FITZGERALD— Mr.  President,  in  rela- 
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tion  to  the  Back  Bay,  I  will  state  now  that  this 
yard  takes  care  of  the  Back  Bay,  of  entire  Beacon 
Hill  out  as  far  as  Arlington  street,  and  certainly 
you  cannot  compare  the  Back  Bay,  taking  in  the 
Commonwealth  avenue  and  Newbury  street 
sections,  with  Leverett  street  and  that  section. 
In  the  Back  Bay  you  have  but  one  or  two  persons  to 
a  house  in  many  cases,  and  the  houses  boarded 
up  for  a  large  part  of  the  year.  I  will  say,  further- 
more, that  the  people  of  Commonwealth  avenue 
have  appealed  to  me  in  the  last  couple  of  years  to 
try  to  have  their  garbage  removed  from  the 
back  of  Beacon  street  and  Commonwealth  avenue, 
and  last  year  the  people  were  up  in  arms  because 
the  street  cleaning  was  not  being  done  properly 
in  the  South  End,  the  men  coming  around  only 
once  in  ten  days.  There  was  complaint  by 
Doctor  Briggs,  a  distinguished  gentleman  in  that 
section,  and  by  an  able  representative  in  the 
House  of  Representatives,  a  well-known  figure, 
formerly  Hoover's  secretary,  Mr.  Herter.  There 
are  plenty  of  complaints,  even  from  that  section, 
as  I  happen  to  know,  and  in  any  event  you  cannot 
compare  that  section  to  the  lower  end  of  the 
West  End,  where  they  very  urgently  need  the 
service  that  is  afforded  by  this  yard  and  should 
have  it  by  all  means.  I  now  say  this  in  reply  to 
the  chairman  of  the  committee,  that  the  members 
of  this  Council  have  no  way  of  refuting  the  charges 
that  have  been  made  in  this  manner  unless  they 
go  and  view  the  premises,  the  same  as  a  jury  would 
do  in  the  case  of  a  suit  involving  an  award  for 
damages.  Make  a  visit  to  that  section,  go  to 
the  yard  and  see  what  is  there.  We  are  told 
about  the  menace  from  manure.  They  have  a 
wall  there  and  the  manure  is  removed  every  day, 
and  medical  men  will  tell  you  that  there  is  no 
harm  in  manure.  You  have  flies  at  the  beaches, 
where  people  pay  lots  of  money  to  get  accommo- 
dations in  the  summer,  where  they  pay  exorbitant 
prices  for  their  cottages  and  hotel  accommoda- 
tions. But  stables  are  maintained  in  close  prox- 
imity to  the  cleanest  buildings  with  no  trouble 
resulting  as  long  as  they  are  properly  eared  for. 
So  any  claim  made  in  that  respect  is  absolutely 
wrong.  So  far  as  the  hospital  is  concerned,  there 
is  no  doubt  that  the  hospital  has  done  a  great 
deal  of  good.  They  take  you  in  when  you  are 
sick,  and  they  operate  in  cases  where  it  is  neces- 
sary. But  it  is  even  more  essential  and  important 
to  prevent  disease,  to  prevent  people  from  being 
stricken  and,  having  that  in  mind,  what  is  more 
important  than  proper  sanitary  conditions?  You 
are  building  your  health  units,  doing  all  these 
things  to  prevent  people  from  getting  sick.  As 
far  as  being  in  a  noisy  section  is  concerned,  the 
City  Hospital  is  certainly  surrounded  with  plenty 
of  noise,  and  do  we  hear  any  kick  in  regard  to 
that?  Trucks  do  not  pass  the  Massachusetts 
General  Hospital.  They  use  Cambridge  street 
and  go  up  North  Grove  street.  We  are  told  about 
our  opportunity  to  cross  examine  the  trustees. 
Messrs.  Endicott,  Foster  and  O'Neil  and  the 
rest  of  them  immediately  left  the  meeting.  They 
did  not  want  to  be  cross  examined.  I  talked  with 
them  before  the  meeting  and  asked  if  it  was  pos- 
sible to  do  certain  things.  They  agreed,  but  said, 
"Our  hands  are  tied."  And  then  they  left  the 
meeting  without  an  opportunity  for  cross  exam- 
ination. I  credit  Mr.  Endicott  with  being  an 
honest  man,  and  if  he  were  asked  questions  about 
the  finances  and  what  they  have  in  mind  there 
he  would  have  had  to  tell  the  truth,  because  he 
and  the  others  are  truthful  men,  and  even  if  they 
should  lie  about  the  finances  it  would  be  an  easy 
matter  to  have  the  matter  looked  into,  as  they 
issue  their  annual  report.  Don't  forget  that 
trustees  are  appointed  by  the  Commonwealth. 
Of  course,  I  understand  that  the  members  here 
would  like  to  give  everything  they  can  to  the 
hospital.  That  is  all  very  well,  but  are  you  going 
to  say  that  the  people  of  that  district  are  not  to  be 
given  their  day  in  court?  True,  there  was  a 
hearing  here,  but  every  fairminded  man  will 
agree  that  when  the  hearing  was  over  there  was 
nothing  to  do  but  give  leave  to  withdraw.  Now, 
I  move,  if  I  am  in  order,  that  the  matter  be  as- 
signed to  the  next  meeting. 

Coun.  NORTON — Mr.  President,  do  I  under- 
stand that  Representative  Christian  Herter  was 
against  selling  the  land  to  the  Massachusetts 
General  Hospital? 

Coun.  FITZGERALD— No,  the  gentleman  mis- 
understood me.  I  was  talking  about  the  service 
that  they  received  on  Mt.  Vernon  street,  Chestnut 
street  and  Beacon  street  last  winter. 

Coun.   NORTON— The  colleague  also  brought 


in  the  name  of  Mrs.  Bradbury  in  connection  with 
her  good  brother,  George  R.  White.  I  was  in- 
formed last  winter  by  the  nearest  friend  of  Mrs. 
Bradbury,  one  who  rode  in  the  first  automobile 
at  her  funeral,  Charles  Hamilton, — Mr.  Hamilton 
now  being  president  of  the  Potter  Drug  Company 
of  Maiden, — that  Mr.  George  R.  White  made  his 
start,  subsequently  dealing  with  real  estate 
investments,  with  Sanford's  Jamaica  ginger  and 
Cutieura  soap;  and  Mr.  Hamilton  informed  me 
that  one  of  the  main  reasons  why  Mrs.  Bradbury 
did  not  leave  her  millions  to  the  City  Hospital 
to  keep  up  the  health  units  was  the  lack  of  diplo- 
macy and  tact  shown  by  a  certain  official  of  the 
city.  There  was  some  damage  to  the  statue 
erected  to  Mr.  White  by  her  brother's  widow,  and 
she  sent  Mr.  Hamilton  as  her  representative, 
emissary,  to  the  Park  Commissioner  to  ask  if  he 
would  not  place  that  statue  of  her  brother  in 
good  condition,  and  he  was  informed  rather  per- 
emptorily that  the  city  had  no  money  to  perform 
such  an  act,  with  the  result  that  the  sister,  who 
loved  her  brother  as  sisters  naturally  do,  felt  that 
the  statue  of  her  brother  who  had  left  $5,000,000 
to  the  poor  of  Boston  was  not  being  taken  care  of 
in  the  manner  it  should  be.  That  statement 
came  from  the  man  who  was  a  close  friend  of 
Mrs.  Bradbury  and  who  is  the  head  of  the  Potter 
Drug  Company  in  Maiden.  I  find  it  hard  to 
agree  with  my  colleague  from  the  West  End 
(Coun.  Fitzgerald).  It  is  hard  to  understand 
why  in  a  public  hearing  all  the  facts  were  not 
brought  out.  It  is  hard  to  understand  why  these 
trustees  of  a  world  famous  institution — perhaps 
there  is  no  more  famous  hospital  in  the  entire 
country  than  the  Massachusetts  General  Hos- 
pital— should  ask  the  city  for  anything  unfair. 
For  that  reason  I  have  to  differ  with  the  colleague 
from  the  West  End.  I  remember  the  hospital  as  a 
child.  My  family  went  there  and  received  free 
treatment,  and  wonderful  treatment.  I  cannot 
vote  against  that  wonderful  institution  which 
during  all  these  years  has  given  such  devoted 
service  to  this  community,  one  of  the  great  phil- 
anthropic institutions  of  this  city. 

The  motion  to  assign  to  the  next  meeting  was 
declared  lost.  Coun.  Fitzgerald  doubted  the  vote 
and  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays. 

Coun.  Fitzgerald's  motion  to  assign  to  the  next 
meeting  was  lost,  yeas  3,  nays  17: 

Yeas — Coun.  Dowd,  Fitzgerald,  Kelly — 3. 

Nays — Coun.  Arnold,  Bush,  Cox,  Curtis,  Don- 
ovan, Englert,  Fish,  Gallagher,  Gleason,  Hein, 
Lynch,  McGrath,  Murray,  Norton,  Power,  Ruby, 
Wilson— 17. 

Coun.  FITZGERALD— Mr.  President,  I  offer 
the  following  amendment  to  the  order: 

That  the  order  for  the  sale  of  property  owned 
by  the  City  of  Boston  at  the  corner  of  North 
Grove  and  Fruit  streets,  and  the  northwesterly 
side  of  said  North  Grove  street,  between  Fruit 
street  and  Cambridge  street,  formerly  used  as  an 
engine  house  of  the  Boston  Fire  Department  and 
now  in  use  by  the  Sheriff  of  Suffolk  County,  be 
amended  in  the  last  paragraph  thereof  by  deleting 
the  word  "six"  and  inserting  in  place  thereof  the 
word  "eight"  so  that  it  reads  "upon  the  payment 
to  the  said  City  of  Boston  by  the  Massachusetts 
General  Hospital  of  eight  dollars  per  square  foot 
for  the  said-  land  with  the  buildings  thereon. 

The  amendment  was  declared  rejected.  Coun. 
Fitzgerald  doubted  the  vote  and  asked  for  the 
yeas  and  nays.  The  amendment  was  defeated, 
yeas  3,  nays  17: 

S  eas — Coun.  Dowd,  Fitzgerald,  Kelly— 3. 

Nays — -Coun.  Arnold,  Bush,  Cox,  Curtis, 
Donovan.  Englert,  Ken,  Gallagher ,•  Gleason,  Hein, 
Lynch,  McGrath,  Murray,  Norton,  Power,  Ruby, 
Wilson— 17. 

Coun.  GREEN — Mr.  President,  I  ask  unani- 
mous consent  to  make  a  statement. 

President  McGRATH — If  there  is  no  objection, 
the  Tenl  lemnn  may  proceed. 

Conn.  GREEN  Mr.  President,  I  have  been  a 
member  of  this  body  now  for  almost  six  years.  I 
have  the  proud  distinction  to  serve,  under  the 
leadership  of  the  gentleman  from  South  Boston, 
on  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands,  and  I  want  to 
say  at  this  time,  although  I  .disagree  with  him  in 
this  matter  apparently,  that  I  have  sat  in  on  all 
the   deliberations    of    the   committee   and    lie   and 

every  other  member  of  the  committee  hai 
absolutely  fair  and  impartial.  I  reserve  my  rights 
Bmber  ol  this  committee  because  of  the  fact 
.  mind  is  still  open  on  this  proposition. 
Incidentally  I  may  say  that  this  is  the  first  time 
when  as  a  member  of  this  honorable  body  I  have 
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reserved  my  rights.  As  I  stated  at  the  hearing 
before  this  committee  a  few  days  ago,  and  I  now 
repeat,  the  members  of  this  honorable  body  in  my 
opinion  are  in  the  middle — not  the  committee 
itself  but  the  members  of  this  body,  from  the 
President  of  the  honorable  body  down  the  line. 
They  are  in  the  middle,  with  only  three  weeks  to 
go  before  the  polls  are  open  to  decide  what  they 
are  going  to  do.  No  matter  how  these  men  vote 
this  afternoon  they  are  embarrassed  in  their 
position  as  members  of  this  honorable  body.  I 
admire  the  chairman  of  the  committee  and  I 
admire  the  members  of  the  committee  for  the 
courageous  stand  they  have  taken.  I  also  w'ant 
to  say,  Mr.  President,  that  for  the  last  twenty 
years  I  have  been  labeled  a  Lomasney  man  and  I 
plead  guilty  to  that  charge.  For  the  last  two 
years  1  have  been  labeled  a  Curley  man,  and  I 
plead  guilty  to  that  charge.  But  this  is  a  traffic 
jam,  a  political  traffic  jam,  and  after  my  years  of 
experience  in  politics  I  do  not  intend  to  be  squeezed 
to  death  politically.  The  stand  I  take  will  prob- 
ably be  called  a  cowardly  stand,  a  neutral  stand, 
but  1  do  not  intend  to  vote  either  "yes"  or  "no" 
on  this  matter  this  afternoon.  I  maintain  strict 
neutrality,  the  same  as  I  did  in  the  deliberations 
before  our  honorable  committee.  And  I  want  to 
say  in  conclusion,  Mr.  President,  that  I  hope 
everybody  within  hearing  of  my  voice  and  every- 
body in  different  sections  of  this  great  city  will 
not  hold  against  these  men  when  they  go  to  the 
polls  three  weeks  from  now  their  votes  because  of 
the  position  of  the  members  on  this  particular 
matter.  They  are  voting  as  their  consciences 
dictate. 

President  McGRATH — The  question  comes  on 
the  passage  of  the  order. 

Coun.  KELLY— Mr.  President. 

President  McGRATH — Councilor  Kelly  asks 
unanimous  consent  to  make  a  statement. 

Coun.  KELLY — No,  Mr.  President,  I  do  not 
ask  unanimous  consent  to  make  a  statement.  I 
intend  to  speak  on  the  order  that  is  before  the 
body. 

President  McGRATH — Councilor  Kelly  is 
recognized. 

Coun.  KELLY — Mr.  President,  I  listened  with 
interest  to  the  statement  of  the  last  speaker  in 
regard  to  twenty-two  members  of  this  body  being 
put  in  the  middle.  In  my  town,  Dorchester, 
when  a  man  is  put  in  the  middle,  the  man  who  does 
that  is  the  man  whom  they  go  after.  We  do  not 
hesitate  to  express  ourselves  against  the  particular 
individual  who  puts  us  in  the  middle.  I  don't 
know  about  the  political  disagreements  that  per- 
haps exist  between  Martin  Lomasney  and  the 
present  Mayor  of  Boston,  but  I  at  all  times  in  this 
Council  on  matters  coming  before  us  will  vote  one 
way  or  the  other.  The  people  of  my  district  sent 
me  here  for  that  purpose.  I  am  getting  $2,000  for 
it  from  the  taxpayers  and  I  care  not  who  I  offend 
when  I  think  I  am  doing  my  duty.  So  much  for 
the  last  address  by  the  councilor  from  Charles- 
town  (Coun.  Green) — and  I  say  that  in  a  respectful 
manner.  I  did  not  intend  to  project  myself  into 
this  debate,  but  simply  to  cast  my  vote  as  my 
conscience  dictated  and  the  way  I  felt  the  great 
majority  of  the  people  of  my  district  if  the  subject 
were  before  them.  I  feel  that  the  councilor  from 
the  West  End  (Coun.  Fitzgerald)  is  sincere  in  his 
fight  to  keep  a  city  yard  in  his  district.  We  all 
know  that  garbage  and  rubbish  is  not  being  col- 
lected as  it  shoidd  be  in  the  City  of  Boston.  We  all 
know  that  there  are  too  few  city  yards,  and  just 
as  I  refused  a  few  weeks  ago  to  vote  to  sell  a  city- 
owned  piece  of  land  being  used  as  a  mothers' 
rest  playground,  so  I  now  refuse  to  vote  to  sell  a 
city  yard  that  renders  service  to  the  taxpayers  of 
the  West  End.  I  have  listened  to  both  sides  of 
this  subject.  I  heard  Doctor  Washburn  make  the 
remark  that  he  did  not  know  how  long  it  would  be 
before  they  would  start  building  on  this  property 
if  the  city  sold  the  property  to  the  Massachusetts 
General  Hospital.  Now,  I  wonder  why  there  is 
such  a  hurry  to  sell  this  particular  piece  of  land  in 
the  West  End.  Has  it  any  connection  with  the 
shortage  of  funds  downstairs?  Is  it  because  unless 
this  piece  of  property  is  sold,  as  well  as  the  play- 
ground land  on  Chestnut  Hill  and  Commonwealth 
avenues,  the  city  treasury  will  be  in  a  bad  way? 
I  admire  the  councilor  from  the  West  End  for 
daring  to  vote  against  this,  having  the  courage  to 
buck  the  man  who  figures  that  he  is  the  biggest 
man  not  only  in  the  City  of  Boston  or  in  the  State 
of  Massachusetts,  but  in  the  entire  nation.  I 
admire  his  courage,  and  I  think  as  he  thinks  in  the 
matter.     I  say,  as  long  as  the  hospital  has  no  plans 


for  immediately  building,  this  order  should  not  be 
hurried  through  this  Council.  We  should  have 
time  to  investigate.  One  or  two  weeks  is  not 
sufficient  time,  and  I  say  to  the  councilor  from  the 
West  End  that  he  has  done  very  good  work  here, — 
although  I  feel  that  what  he  has  done  this  afternoon 
is  simply  exercising  his  lungs  for  the  coming  cam- 
paign, as  I  am  exercising  my  lungs,  because  I  know 
this  particular  order  is  going  to  be  passed  here  by  a 
vote  of  17  or  18  to  3  or  4.  So  I  simply  rise  to  say 
a  few  words  in  defence  of  the  councilor.  Although 
he  is  right  in  this  matter,  on  the  voting  end  he  is 
going  to  be  wrong. 

Coun.  WILSON — Mr.  President,  of  course  no 
councilor  can  be  blamed  under  our  present  system 
for  objecting  to  having  a  city  yard  taken  from  his 
particular  ward.  That  may  or  may  not  be  the 
weakness  of  ward  representation.  On  the  other 
hand,  I  do  not  believe  I  speak  alone  when  I  say  as 
a  member  of  the  Council  that  my  personal  con- 
science does  not  fl  uctuate  or  run  a  fever  because  we 
are  within  three  or  four  weeks  of  an  election. 
My  vote  on  this  particular  matter  is  not  controlled 
by  the  fact  that  within  a  month  or  ten  months 
there  is  going  to  be  an  election  day.  I  say  that  in 
no  boastful  manner,  because  back  in  1927,  within 
three  or  four  weeks  of  the  election,  I  disagreed 
strongly  with  the  Mayor  of  that  time  because  of 
the  fact  that  the  Dorchester  district  was  receiving 
inadequate  sanitary  consideration  from  the  then 
Mayor,  in  connection  with  the  pending  garbage 
contract,  and  I  attacked  that  particular  garbage 
contract  within  a  short  time  of  election  day.  That 
gentleman  proceeded  in  his  course,  however,  per- 
haps to  his  sorrow;  but,  so  far  as  I  was  concerned, 
I  was  not  restrained  from  putting  in  an  adverse 
resolution  because  of  the  proximity  of  election  day. 
My  conscience  does  not  fluctuate  or  become 
fevered  for  any  such  reason.  And  today  I  shall 
vote  for  the  particular  order  before  us,  to  sell  to 
the  Massachusetts  General  this  particular  land, 
for  which  we  are  to  get  two  and  one-half  times  the 
assessed  value. 

Coun.  MURRAY— Mr.  President,  I  could  not 
sit  idly  in  my  seat  and  let  the  colleague  from 
Dorchester  suggest  that  the  last  Mayor  of  this 
city  was  interested  in  the  garbage  contract.  It 
was  never  proven  that  he  was  interested.  I  am 
going  to  vote  for  this  order  because  I  believe  it  is 
right.  But  I  could  not  listen  quietly  to  the 
gentleman  suggesting  that  the  last  Mayor  was 
interested  in  the  garbage  contract,  when  it  was 
never  proven. 

Coun.  COX — Mr.  President,  as  one  who  had 
been  out  of  politics  for  some  thirty-odd  years 
until  my  unfortunate  election  to  this  body,  I  want 
to  say  this,  that  I  sat  in  at  the  hearing  in  connection 
with  the  sale  of  this  city  yard.  I  listened  to  the 
arguments  advanced  in  connection  with  it.  What 
I  am  unable  to  get  through  my  mind,  after  listen- 
ing to  the  arguments  here,  is  whether  or  not  all 
the  available  land  in  the  North  and  West  Ends 
has  gone  and  whether  or  not  another  yard  could 
not  be  located  there.  Surely  if  an  order  were 
introduced  to  locate  a  yard  somewhere  in  the 
North  or  West  Ends  other  than  next  to  this 
hospital,  it  would  be  a  good  order.  There  is 
certainly  no  finer  institution  in  the  country  than 
the  Massachusetts  General  Hospital,  and  I  person- 
ally— and  I  hate  in  this  connection  to  go  into  the 
political  angle  of  the  matter — shall  vote  for  this 
proposition,  feeling  that  it  will  do  humanity  some 
good  and  that  undoubtedly  it  will  be  possible  to 
locate  a  yard  in  that  section  which  will  adequately 
take  care  of  the  wants  of  the  district. 

Coun.  FITZGERALD— Mr.  President,  I  just 
want  to  add  one  word.  Nobody  is  denying  what 
the  Massachusetts  General  Hospital  has  done, 
but  the  question  involved  here  is,  shall  a  great 
section  of  this  city  be  totally  disfranchised? 
That  is  the  question  involved  here,  and  also 
whether  it  is  right  to  do  this.  The  members  from 
Dorchester  have  had  to  face  the  problem  in  their 
section,  and  they  shoidd  understand  how  we  feel. 
They  know  and  every  member  of  the  body  knows 
perfectly  well  what  the  abolition  of  the  city  yard 
there  will  mean.  I  was  born  in  that  section  and 
have  lived  there  all  my  life.  1  think  nobody 
here  will  deny  that  my  word  is  as  good  as  any- 
body's, and  I  think  you  all  know  I  am  telling  the 
truth  when  I  say  that  somebody  involved  here  is 
telling  an  untruth,  for  certain  considerations.  I 
am  fighting  for  the  rights  of  my  people,  and  there 
is  not  a  member  of  this  Council  who,  if  he  were 
in  my  position,  would  not  say  the  same  things 
that  I  am  saying.  If  an  order  came  in  here  to 
sell    the    Highland    district    yard,    certainly    the 
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gentleman  from  Ward  11  would  not  vote  for  it. 
He  would  fight  to  keep  the  Highland  street  yard, 
and  that  is  the  position  that  would  be  taken  by 
every  other  member  of  this  Council  with  regard  to 
his  particular  section.  They  would  fight  here  to 
maintain  their  own  yards  and  their  own  collec- 
tions. We  have  been  given  no  opportunity  here. 
Of  course,  it  is  very  nice  for  people  to  say  that  we 
are  fighting  the  hospital;  but  the  real  situation  is 
that  we  are  standing  by  the  people  of  our  district, 
simply  desiring  to  have  the  people  of  the  district 
given  a  full  opportunity  to  be  heard  on  the  propo- 
sition. You  cannot  urge  before  anybody  that 
they  should  not  have  that  right.  I  do  not  deny 
that  the  hospital  has  been  doing  a  good  work. 
That  is  not  the  question.  It  is  not  a  matter  of 
standing  up  here  and  saying  that  we  cannot  vote 
against  a  worthy  institution.  But  the  people  of 
that  district  and  the  representatives  of  the  people 
who  own  property  have  a  right  to  be  considered, 
and  you  are  refusing  to  give  them  that  right.  It 
is  only  because  of  one  reason.  Certainly  if  the 
people  representing  the  district  knew  that  there 
was  such  a  menace  there  as  you  would  be  led  to 
believe,  they  would  have  been  here  long  ago  to 
remove  it.  As  the  gentleman  from  West  Roxbury 
(Coun.  Cox)  has  suggested,  there  is  plenty  of 
land  in  the  West  End,  and  if  the  gentleman  from 
Dorchester  was  on  the  level  in  his  fight  for  in- 
cinerators, he  should  favor  this  order.  Of  course, 
this  is  a  hard  thing  for  me.  I  have  to  live  with 
the  members  of  this  body.  I  have  been  in  politics 
a  long  time.  I  don't  think  any  member  of  the 
body  has  any  more  friends  than  I  have  or  has  had 
any  more  experience  in  politics  than  I  have  had. 
I  have  been  voting  here  as  1  believed  was  right; 
other  members  have  been  voting  in  the  opposite 
way.  To  me  there  is  a  reason.  But  no  member 
of  this  body  should  vote  for  this  proposition  until 
the  people  of  that  district  have  had  a  right  to  see 
his  Honor  the  Mayor  and  have  had  a  fair  hearing 
given  in  the  matter.  That  the  Mayor  has  denied, 
and  this  body  is  now  acting  in  the  same  manner. 
I  have  asked  for  assignment  to  the  next  meeting, 
and  it  has  been  refused.  1  am  not  saying  what 
should  be  done,  but  I  am  saying  that  the  people 
there  have  at  least  the  right  to  some  consideration 
and  to  a  proper  hearing  in  the  matter,  setting 
forth  their  point  of  view.  It  is  not  that  the  people 
of  the  district  do  not  care  about  the  hospital. 
Perhaps  the  people  of  my  district  care  more  for  the 
hospital  than  does  his  Honor  the  Mayor.  We  have 
had  some  superintendents  down  there  who  have 
been  very  friendly  to  the  people  of  the  district. 
But  don't  forget  that  we  have  had  other  hospitals 
there  that  have  been  run  in  the  interests  of  the 
people.  Don't  forget  that  old  Doctor  Shattuck 
maintained  a  public  hospital  there  a  good  many 
years  ago,  and  that  he  too  was  entitled  to  credit 
And  when  it  comes  down  to  a  discussion  of  the 
history  of  this  question,  I  wonder  if  any  of  you 
gentlemen  have  read  the  charter  of  the  Massa- 
chusetts General  Hospital?  You  are  voting  for  a 
proposition  here  when  you  have  not  even  read  the 
charter.  But,  of  course,  we  will  have  another 
day  in  court.  You  are,  however,  just  the  same, 
voting  to  disfranchise  the  people  of  my  district, 
not  even  giving  them  an  opportunity  to  present 
an  alternative  plan.  Is  this  money  to  be  turned 
over  to  pay  for  the  land  bought  a  few  weeks  ago 
from  Curtis  &  Pope,  which  I  understood  was 
offered  a  few  years  ago  for  $55,000,  and  which 
has  been  bought  at  a  much  larger  price,  the  rep- 
resentative of  Curtis  &  Pope  in  the  transaction 
being  a  distinguished  gentleman  who,  when  he 
started  in  politics,  was  so  corrupt  that  our  fellow 
member  here  from  the  Back  Bay  (Coun.  Curtis) 
had  him  thrown  off  the  ballot?  It  is  about  time 
we  called  a  spade  a  spade  here.  Nobody  knows 
any  more  about  the  inside  workings  of  the  game 
than  I  and  the  people  associated  with  me  do.  It 
is  about  time  that  the  people  down  there  had 
something  to  say.  Is  that  where  this  money 
is  going?  The  South  End  yard  is  under-manned; 
there  are  eight  hundred  vacancies  in  our  city 
service.  That  is  the  way  the  money  is  going. 
When  I  asked  the  Mayor  if  he  would  not  give  me 
the  consideration  of  having  this  matter  post- 
poned, I  obtained  no  satisfaction.  That  is  the 
story  here.  He  simply  says  the  deal  has  got  to 
go  through.  And  that  land  of  a  defunct  concern 
is  bought,  the  concern  coming  here  with  their 
representative,  and  the  thing  was  put  over.  But, 
as  I  say,  I  have  supported  the  Mayor  here  and  the 
Mayor  should  at  least  have  consulted  me  in  this 
matter.  That  is  why  this  body  was  created.  We 
are  supposed  to  represent  our  districts  and  have 


something  to  say  about  them  as  a  matter  of  local 
representation.  But,  of  course,  I  am  not  the 
Mayor  of  the  city.  I  cannot  give  out  contracts, 
cannot  give  away  patronage.  I  can  at  least, 
however,  keep  my  honor  and  my  integrity,  and 
perhaps  that  is  more  than  some  have  done.  As  I 
say,  I  should  at  least  have  been  given  some  con- 
sideration. Don't  let  it  go  simply  that  this  is  a 
matter  for  the  good  of  the  Massachusetts  General 
Hospital.  We  don't  deny  that  the  hospital  is 
doing  good  work,  but  we  do  deny  that  they  shall 
crucify  us  without  giving  us  an  opportunity  to 
present  an  alternative  plan.  Mr.  Rourke  said 
that  they  could  not  find  a  suitable  location  in  the 
North  or  West  Ends.  But  they  can.  This  is  a 
deliberate  attempt,  because  the  money  may  be 
needed  elsewhere,  to  get  it  in  this  way,  and  there- 
fore sudden  action  must  be  taken.  The  Mayor 
himself,  as  a  member  of  the  old  Board  of  Alder- 
men downstairs,  voted  against  it  years  ago.  You 
will  find  that  that  is  the  case  if  you  look  it  up,  under 
Fitzgerald's  administration,  an  identical  order. 
He  voted  against  it  then.  He  did  not  then  have 
any  great  love  for  the  Massachusetts  General 
Hospital.  The  fact  is  that  it  is  a  private  institu- 
tion of  this  city.  Of  course,  it  has  done  good 
work,  and  we  don't  deny  it,  but  I  don't  want  any 
member  of  the  body  to  get  away  with  the  argu- 
ment that  because  the  Massachusetts  General 
Hospital  is  a  good  institution  they  must  vote  for 
this  order  regardless  of  the  needs  or  requirements 
of  the  people  of  that  section  of  the  city.  I  am 
entitled  to  as  much  consideration,  representing 
the  people  of  my  district,  as  the  hospital  is.  But 
you  don't  give  us  an  opportunity.  This  order  is 
simply  being  voted  for  for  the  same  reason  that 
every  order  that  has  been  put  in  here  has  been 
voted  for.  There  is  no  question  about  it;  and 
you  are  disfranchising  the  people  of  that  district. 
You  are  doing  it  with  malice  aforethought,  with 
one  purpose  and  one  purpose  alone,  and  you  are 
not  doing  an  honest  and  proper  thing.  Why  should 
we  be  disfranchised?  The  Mayor  of  this  city  has 
not  been  acting  properly  by  a  man  named  Clark, 
who  has  been  foreman  of  a  yard  for  years.  He 
has  not  been  getting  proper  treatment;  Clark 
has  been  driven  from  place  to  place.  When  the 
Mayor  was  a  member  of  the  old  Common  Council 
he  fought  every  inch  of  ground  and  allowed  no- 
body to  tread  on  his  toes.  If  they  did  so,  they 
heard  from  him.  Now  he  claims  to  be  doing 
something  for  the  hospital  and  is  denying  us  our 
rights.  At  least  the  members  ought  to  vote  on 
this  matter  with  some  understanding;  at  least 
we  ought  to  be  given  some  consideration. 
The  order  was  passed,  yeas  17,  nays  .3: 
Yeas— Coun.  Arnold,  Bush,  Cox,  Curtis,  Dono- 
van, Englert,  Fish,  Gallagher,  Gleason,  Hein, 
Lynch,  McGrath,  Murray,  Norton,  Power,  Ruby, 
Wilson— 17. 

Nays — Coun.  Dowd,  Fitzgerald,  Kelly — 3. 


REPLACEMENT  OF  SANITARY  AND 
CLEANING  YARDS  IN  NORTH  AND 
WEST  ENDS. 

Coun.  FITZGERALD  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  requested 
to  initiate  an  appropriation  of  the  money  received 
from  the  sale  of  land  on  North  Grove  street  for  the 
replacing  of  the  sanitary  and  street  cleaning  yards 
in  the  West  and  North  Ends. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


WARD    12   IMPROVEMENTS. 

Coun.  BUSH  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Public  Works  Commissioner 
be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to 
resurface  with  smooth  pavement  Sherman  street, 
Ward  12. 

Ordered,  That  the  Public  Works  Commissioner 
be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to 
resurface  with  smooth  pavement  Wakullah  street, 
Ward  12. 

Ordered,  That  the  Public  Works  Commissioner 
be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to 
resurface  with  smooth  pavement  Alpine  street, 
Ward  12. 

Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor, 
to  install  an  electric  arc  lamp  at  the  corner  of 
Maple  street  and  Cheney  street,  Ward  12. 

Severally  passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 
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CONVENIENCE   STATION, 
PARK. 


FRANKLIN 


Couns.  BUSH  and  RUBY  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Park  Commissioner  be  re- 
quested, through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  erect 
and  construct  a  convenience  station  for  men  and 
women,  to  provide  additional  facilities  in  the 
vicinity  of  the  aviary  and  elephant  house  in 
Franklin  Park. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


HEALTH   UNITS. 

Coun.  NORTON  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  trustees  of  the  George  Robert 
White  Fund  be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the 
Mayor,  to  place  the  name  of  George  Robert  White 
upon  the  outside  of  each  Health  Unit,  built  from 
the  moneys  which  George  Robert  White  left  for 
that  purpose. 

Coun.  NORTON— Mr.  President,  the  councilor 
from  the  West  End  (Coun.  Fitzgerald)  reminded 
me  of  something  that  had  slipped  my  mind.  I  am 
informed  that  while  Mrs.  Bradbury  was  alive  the 
name  of  her  brother,  George  R.  White,  was  in- 
scribed on  the  outside  of  the  health  units;  and  since 
her  death  that  has  not  been  continued;  that  the 
name  has  been  left  off.  Those  remainin  feel  that 
his  memory  is  being  rather  slighted.  I  might  say 
that  this  took  place  before  my  friend  General 
Logan  became  the  head  of  the  George  R.  White 
Fund  here  in  City  Hall. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


LONGSHOREMEN'S   STRIKE. 

Coun.  NORTON  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  that  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  re- 
quested to  consider  the  matter  of  sitting  in  at  all 
the  various  hearings  now  being  held  and  to  be  held 
by  the  various  parties  interested  in  settling  the 
present  longshoremen's  strike  on  the  Boston 
waterfront. 

Coun,  NORTON— Mr.  President,  I  understand 
that  his  Honor  the  Mayor  has  offered  his  services 
in  the  present  waterfront  strike,  to  try  to  settle  it. 
The  men  have  been  in  session  now  for  many  hours 
and  I  understand  that  no  agreement  has  been 
reached.  I  feel  that  a  magnetic  personality,  such 
as  the  Mayor's,  sitting  in,  might  bring  peace  to  the 
Boston  waterfront. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


WARD  18  IMPROVEMENTS. 
Coun.  NORTON  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Health  Commissioner  be 
requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  es- 
tablish convenience  stations  in  Ward  18,  one  in 
the  Cleary  square  section,  and  one  in  the  Wolcott 
square  section. 

Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Works 
be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to 
straighten  out  the  curve  in  River  street  at  the  Mill 
Pond  in  the  Readville  section  of  Ward  18,  and  to 
place  a  suitable  fence  around  said  pond. 

Ordered,  That  the  Traffic  Commissioner  be  re- 
quested, through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  install 
an  automatic  traffic  signal  at  the  corner  of  Hyde 
Park  avenue  and  Cummins  Highway,  Ward  18. 

Ordered,  That  the  Board  of  Street  Commis- 
sioners be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor, 
to  accept  and  lay  out  Clarendon  Park,  Ward  IS,  as 
a  public  highway. 

Ordered,  That  the  Board  of  Street  Commis- 
sioners be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor, 
to  accept  and  lay  out  Clarendon  avenue,  Ward  IS, 
as  a  public  highway. 

Severally  passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


CONFIRMATION   OF  EXECUTIVE 
APPOINTMENTS. 

The  President  called  up,  under  unfinished  busi- 
ness, No.  1  on  the  calendar,  viz.: 

1.  Action  on  appointments  submitted  by  the 
Mayor  September  28,  1931,  of  Mary  G.  Brooks, 
Harry  Smith,  Bessie  Zalon,  Arthur  H.  Cox,  Ed- 
ward Cottam,  John  J.  Mills,  Frances  Goldberg, 
Michael  J.  Prudente,  to  be  Weighers  of  Coal. 

The  question  came  on  confirmation.  Com- 
mittee, Coun.  Cox  and  WilBOn.  Whole  number  of 
ballots  17;  yeas  17,  and  the  appointments  were 
confirmed. 


REMOVAL   OF   TREE. 

Coun.  FISH  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Park  Commission  be  re- 
quested, through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  remove 
tree  at  58  Rockwell  street,  Dorchester. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


WARD  19  IMPROVEMENTS. 

Coun.  MURRAY  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,    That    the    Commissioner    of    Public 
Works  be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor, 
to  repave  Oakdale  street,  Ward  19,  with  smooth 
paving. 

Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor, 
to  repave  Roekview  street,  Ward  19,  with  smooth 
paving. 

Severally  passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


WARD  21  IMPROVEMENTS. 

Coun.  HEIN  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Board  of  Street  Commis- 
sioners be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor, 
to  accept  and  lay  out  Sawyer  terrace,  Ward  21, 
as  a  public  highway. 

Ordered,  That  the  Board  of  Street  Commis- 
sioners be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor, 
to  accept  and  lay  out  Hammond  terrace,  Ward  21, 
as  a  public  highway. 

Ordered,  That  the  Board  of  Street  Commis- 
sioners be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor, 
to  accept  and  lay  out  Wellington  road,  Ward  21, 
as  a  public  highway. 

Severally  passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


PROPOSED  ACCEPTANCE  OF  BERTRAM 
STREET. 

Coun.  FISH  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Board  of  Street  Commis- 
sioners, through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  accept  and 
lay  out  Bertram  street  as  a  public  highway.  Ward 
16. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


AUTOMATIC  TRAFFIC  SIGNAL,  WARD  13. 

Coun.  McGRATH  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,   That   the   Traffic   Commission  be   re- 
quested, through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  install 
an  automatic  traffic  signal  at  the  junction  of  Dor- 
chester avenue  and  Savin  Hill  avenue,  Ward  13. 
Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule.. 


Adjourned,  at  5.37  p.  m.,  on  motion  of  Coun. 
CURTIS,  to  meet  on  Monday,  October  19,  1931, 
at  2  p.  m. 
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Proceedings  of  City  Council. 


Monday,  October  19,  1931. 
Regular   meeting   of   the   City   Council   in    the 
Council  Chamber,  City  Hall,  at  2  p.  m.,  President 
McGRATH      in      the      chair.       Absent,      Coun. 
Mahoney. 


APPOINTMENT  BY   THE   MAYOR. 

Subject  to  confirmation  by  the  Council,  the 
Mayor  submitted  appointment  for  the  term  ending 
April  30,  1932,  as  follows: 

Weigher  of  Coal:  Andrew  Canavan,  688  East 
Fifth  street,  South  Boston. 

Laid  over  a  week  under  the  law. 


CONFERENCES   IN   RE  SETTLEMENT    OF 
LONGSHOREMEN'S  STRIKE. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  October  8,  1931. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — With  reference  to  the  order  adopted 
by  your  honorable  body  on  October  5,  1931,  and 
reading  as  follows: 

"That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  requested  to 
consider  the  matter  of  sitting  in  at  all  the  various 
hearings  now  being  held  and  to  be  held  by  the 
various  parties  in  settling  the  present  longshore- 
men's strike  on  the  Boston  waterfront." 

I  beg  to  state  that  I  should  be  most  pleased  to 
comply  with  the  request  contained  therein  pro- 
vided an  invitation  is  extended  by  one  or  both  of 
the  parties  involved  in  the  controversy. 

I  have  held  myself  in  readiness  from  the  begin- 
ning thereof  to  serve  as  requested. 

Sincerely  yours, 
James  M.  Cublet,  Mayor. 
Placed  on  file. 


VETO  OF  ANNUITY  TO  WIDOW  OF 
PHILIP  LEAHY. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  October  14,  1931. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  am  returning  herewith  without 
my  approval  the  order  adopted  by  your  honorable 
body,  under  date  of  October  5,  1931,  and  reading 
as  follows: 

"Ordered,  That  an  annuity  of  six  hundred 
dollars  be  allowed  and  paid  to  the  widow  of  Philip 
Leahy,  late  member  of  the  Boston  Fire  Depart- 
ment, who  died  from  injuries  received  in  the 
performance  of  his  duty,  such  annuity  to  continue 
so  long  as  said  widow  remains  unmarried,  and  to 
be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for  the  Fire 
Department,  Pensions  and  Annuities." 

The  reports  of  the  Fire  Commissioner  and  of  the 
Corporation  Counsel  leave  no  other  course  open, 
since  the  facts  as  set  forth  are  conclusive  proof 
that  the  death  of  Philip  Leahy  was  due  to  disease, 
and  not^from  injury. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Cubley,  Mayor. 
Placed  on  file. 


BUILDING   AT  719   BROADWAY. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  October  19,  1931. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  herewith  transmit  to  you  report 
from  Hon.  Edward  F.  McLaughlin,  Fire  Commis- 
sioner, relative  to  your  request  to  destroy  the 
building  at  719  Broadway,  Ward  6.  This  is  in 
reply  to  your  order  of  September  28,  1931. 
Respectfully, 
James  M.  Cubley,  Mayor. 


City  of  Boston, 
Fire  Department,  October  5,  1931. 
Hon.  James  M.  Curley, 

Mayor  of  Boston. 
Dear  Sir, — Receipt  is  acknowledged  of  the  fol- 
lowing   order,    passed    by    the    City    Council    on 
September  28,   1931,   concerning   the  building  at 
719  Broadway,  Ward  6: 

Ordered,  That  the  Fire  Commissioner  and  the 
Health  Commissioner  be  requested,  through  his 
Honor  the  Mayor,  to  condemn  and  destroy  the 
building  at  719  Broadway,  Ward  6,  next  to  the 
new  fire  station,  as  a  fire  and  health  menace. 
In  City  Council  September  28,  1931.  Passed. 
Attest: 

W.  J.  Doyle, 
City  Clerk. 
The  Fire  Commissioner  has  no  authority  to 
condemn  or  destroy  buildings.  I  will,  however, 
have  an  investigation  made  of  the  location  re- 
ferred to  and  if  there  are  any  conditions  present 
over  which  this  department  has  any  control  I  will 
exercise  whatever  authority  is  granted  me  by  the 
statutes  to  correct  them. 

Yours  very  truly, 
Edward  F.  McLaughlin, 

Fire  Commissioner. 
Placed  on  file. 


REPORT   IN   RE    DEATH    OF   HOSEMAN 
PATRICK   MORLEY. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  October  19,  1931. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — 1  herewith  transmit  to  you  report 
from  Joseph  P.  Manning,  president  of  the  Board 
of  Trustees  of  the  City  Hospital,  regarding  your 
request  for  an  investigation  concerning  the  death 
of  Hoseman  Patrick  Morley  of  Engine  38.  This 
is  in  reply  to  your  order  of  September  14,  1931. 
Respectfully, 
James  M.  Cubley,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Hospital  Department,  September  28,  1931. 
Hon  James  M.  Curley, 

Mayor  of  Boston. 
Dear  Mr.  Mayor, — At  the  meeting  of  the  Board 
of  Trustees  held  on  September  25,  an  order  of  the 
City  Council,  introduced  by  City  Councilor  Dowd 
(a  copy  of  which  is  inclosed),  was  presented. 

Doctor  Devine,  Resident  Surgeon  at  the  Hay- 
market  Square  Relief  Station,  reported  as  follows: 
"Dear  Dr.  Dowling, — When  Mr.  Morley  came 
to  the  Relief  Station  he  was  treated  for  a  lacera- 
tion of  the  scalp.  He  stated  that  he  had  received 
the  same  by  falling  over  a  hose  line  at  a  fire.  He 
gave  no  other  signs  or  symptoms  of  injury  or 
disease.  He  was  treated  by  Doctor  Berman  and 
allowed  to  go  home  immediately  at  his  own 
request." 

Respectfully  yours, 
Joseph  P.  Manning, 
President,  Board  of  Trustees. 
Placed  on  file. 


CONVENIENCE  STATION,   FRANKLIN 

PARK. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  October  19,  1931. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  herewith  transmit  to  you  report 
from  William  P.  Long,  chairman  of  the  Park  Com- 
mission, relative  to  your  request  for  a  convenience 
station  in  Franklin  Park.  This  is  in  reply  to  your 
order  of  October  5,  1931. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Cubley,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Park  Department,  October  13,  1931. 
Hon.  James  M.  Curley, 

Mayor  of  Boston. 
Dear  Sir, — I  am  in  receipt  of  an  order  from  the 
City  Council  that  the  Park  Commissioner  be  re- 
quested to  erect  and  construct  a  convenience  sta- 
tion for  men  and  women,  to  provide  additional 
facilities  in  the  vicinity  of  the  aviary  and  elephant 
house  in  Franklin  Park. 
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I  regret  exceedingly  to  inform  you  I  have  no 
funds  available  for  this  purpose  at  the  present  time. 
Very  respectfully  yours, 

William  P.  Long,  Chairman. 
Placed  on  file. 


REPORT  FROM  TRUSTEES  OF  GEORGE  R. 
WHITE  FUND. 
The  following  waB  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  October  19,  1931. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  herewith  transmit  to  you  report 
from  the  trustees  of  the  George  R.  White  Fund 
regarding  your  request  to  place  the  name  of  George 
R.  White  upon  the  outside  of  each  health  unit. 
This  is  in  reply  to  your  order  of  October  5,  1931. 
Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

Boston,  October  8,  1931. 
Hon.  James  M.  Curley, 

Mayor  of  Boston. 

Dear  Sir, — The  trustees  of  the  George  Robert 
White  Fund  are  in  receipt,  through  you,  of  an 
order  of  the  City  Council  as  follows: 

"  Ordered,  That  the  trustees  of  the  George  Robert 
White  Fund  be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the 
Mayor,  to  place  the  name  of  George  Robert  White 
upon  the  outside  of  each  health  unit,  built  from 
the  moneys  which  George  Robert  White  left  for 
that  purpose. 

"In  City  Council,  October  5,  1931." 

Replying  to  this  communication  1  beg  to  state 
that  every  health  unit  that  has  been  erected  bears 
a  granite  inscription,  "George  Robert  White  Fund 
Health  Unit." 

Respectfully  yours, 
Edward  L.  Logan,  Manager. 

Placed  on  file. 


DRINKING  FOUNTAIN,   FRANKLIN  PARK 
ENTRANCE. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  October  19,  1931. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  report  to  you 
from  William  P.  Long,  chairman  of  the  Park 
Commission,  regarding  your  request  for  a  drink- 
ing fountain  at  the  Blue  Hill  avenue  entrance  to 
Franklin  Park.  This  is  in  reply  to  your  order  of 
October  5,  1931. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Cubley,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Park  Department,  October  13,  1931. 
Hon.  James  M.  Curley, 

Mayor  of  Boston. 
Dear  Sir, — 1  am  in  receipt  of  an  order  from  the 
City  Council  that  the  Park  Commissioner  be 
requested  to  install  a  bubble  drinking  fountain  at 
the  Blue  Hill  avenue  entrance  to  Franklin  Park. 
I  take  pleasure  in  informing  you  that  the 
department  will  be  pleased  to  install  same  with 
its  own  forces. 

Very  respectfully  yours, 

William  P.  Long,  Chairman. 
Placed  on  file. 


REMOVAL      OF      TREE,      5S      ROCKWELL 
STREET. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  October  19,  1931. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewitli  report  to  you 
from  William  P.  Long,  chairman  of  the  Park 
Commission,  relative  to  your  request  to  remove 
tree  at  58  Rockwell  street,  Dorchester.  This  is 
in  reply  to  your  order  of  October  5,  1931. 
Respectfully, 
James  M.  Cubley,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Park  Department,  October  13,  1931. 
Hon.  James  M.  Curley, 

Mayor  of  Boston. 
Dear  Sir, — I  am  in  receipt  of  an  order  from  the 


City  Council  that  the  Park  Commissioner  be 
requested  to  remove  tree  at  58  Rockwell  street, 
Dorchester. 

Under  the  Special  Acts  of  1915,  live  trees  on 
city  streets  cannot  be  removed  by  the  Park 
Department  or  by  an  individual. 

Very  respectfully  yours, 

William  P.  Long,  Chairman. 
Placed  on  file. 


TRANSFER  WITHIN   POLICE 
DEPARTMENT  APPROPRIATION. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  October  19,  1931. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  am  in  receipt  of  the  accompany- 
ing communication  with  data  and  report  sub- 
mitted by  the  Budget  Commissioner  and  Police 
Commissioner,  and  respectfully  recommend  the 
adoption  of  the  accompanying  order. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Cubley,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Police  Department,  October  6,  1931. 
Charles  J.  Fox, 

Budget  Commissioner. 
Dear  Sir, — For  the  reasons  as  below  explained, 
will  you  kindly  approve  and  forward  to  the  Mayor 
the    following    request    for    transfer    within    the 
appropriations  of  the  Police  Department: 

From  the  appropriation  for  B-39,  General  Plant, 
§8,000,  to  the  appropriation  for  B-28,  Expert, 
S8.000. 

This  transfer  is  requested  to  enable  the  Police 
Commissioner  to  employ  expert  advice  with  a 
view  of  determining  the  best  means  of  communica- 
tion in  use  and  its  operation  as  applied  to  the 
Police  Department. 

Respectfully. 

E.  C.  HULTMAN, 

Commissioner. 

City  of  Boston, 
Budget  Department,  October  8,  1931. 
Hon.  James  M.  Curley, 

Mayor  of  Boston. 

Dear  Sir, — It  is  evident  from  the  attached  report 
of  the  Police  Commissioner  relative  to  the  installa- 
tion of  a  radio  broadcasting  system  in  the  Police 
Department  that  the  original  installation  cost 
and  the  annual  maintenance  expense  involve 
large  sums  of  money.  It  is  also  evident  there  is 
something  more  to  the  proposition  than  merely 
establishing  a  central  broadcasting  station  and 
equipping  department  automobiles  with  receiving 
sets.  The  problem  of  maintaining  clear  and 
uninterrupted  reception  between  the  central 
station  and  the  department  cars  while  engaged 
in  touring  the  different  sections  of  the  city  is  a 
complicated  one,  and  according  to  the  commis- 
sioner's letter,  lias  not  been  solved  as  yet  to  his 
satisfaction  by  the  manufacturers  of  radio  systems. 

In  view,  therefore,  of  the  expense  involved  and 
the  fact  that  a  practical  demonstration  of  a 
satisfactory  system  has  yet  to  be  given  the  com- 
missioner, I  feel  his  proposal  that  the  whole 
matter  be  studied  and  investigated  by  competent 
authorities  is  logical  and  proper. 

Since  the  commissioner  is  willing  to  forego 
certain  improvements  for  which  appropriations 
were  originally  made  in  the  budget  of  his  depart- 
ment, and  utilize  the  money  so  saved  for  the 
proposed  study,  1  am  of  the  opinion  that  the 
budget  transfer  requested  by  the  Police  Com- 
missioner should  be  forwarded  to  the  City  Council 
for  their  consideration  and  approval. 
Respectfully, 

Charles  J.  Fox, 
Budget  Commissioner. 

City  of  Boston, 
Police  Department,  October  6,  1931. 
Hon.  James  M.  Curley, 

Mayor  of  Boston. 
My  dear  Mr.   Mayor, — In  reply  to  your  letter 
of  September  29  inclosing  a  copy  of  vote  passed 
by  the  City  Council  under  date  of  August  31,  as 
follows: 

"Ordered,  That  the  Police  Commissioner  be 
requested,  through  his  honor  the  Mayor,  to  make 
such  immediate  arrangements  as  may  be  necessary 
to  equip  the  Police  Department  with  a  short- 
wave radio  broadcasting  system  as  a  means  of 
increasing  the  efficiency  of  the  Police  Department 
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in  its  drive  to  check  the  activities  of  criminals  in 
this  city  and  to  more  efficiently  safeguard  all  men, 
women  and  children" — 

I  would  say  that  I  have  given  much  thought  and 
study  to  the  entire  system  of  communications  in 
the  Police  Department. 

When  I  became  commissioner  I  found  that  the 
signal  system  of  the  department  was  practically 
obsolete  and  of  little  help  in  enabling  the  force 
to  act  quickly  or  in  unison.  Some  changes  and 
improvements  of  great  value  have  been  made 
already,  but  it  is  essential  that  the  entire  com- 
munication system  in  the  department  be  cloBely 
coordinated  and  up-to-the-minute  in  every  respect. 

In  making  this  personal  study  I  have  considered 
the  possibilites  of  radio,  teletype,  proper  telephone 
communications  within  the  department,  and 
modernizing  the  street  boxes  so  that  they  would 
be  of  the  utmost  service  to  the  public  as  well  as 
to  the  department. 

Specifically  in  regard  to  radio  as  referred  to  in 
the  order  of  the  City  Council,  the  study  and 
thought  that  1  have  given  to  this  matter  con- 
vinces me  that  proper  radio  service  would  cost  a 
great  deal  of  money  to  install,  maintain  and 
operate.  For  example,  the  Annual  Report  of  the 
Chicago  Police  Department  for  1930  shows  that 
the  three  transmitters  used  in  Chicago  cost  ap- 
proximately $27,000  each  to  install,  or  a  total 
of  $81,000.  The  cost  of  operation  per  trans- 
mitter, including  labor,  all  materials  and  depre- 
ciation, is  reported  as  approximately  $19,200 
annually,  or  a  total  cost  of  $57,600.  The  cost  of 
the  radio  receiving  set  installed,  less  labor  of 
installation,  is  about  $200  a  car,  and  the  cost  of 
receiver-maintenance,  less  labor,  but  including 
all  materials  and  depreciation,  is  reported  as 
approximately  $444  per  car  per  year.  As  only 
officers  in  cruising  cars  could  be  reached  by  radio 
all  of  the  present  cars  in  the  Boston  Police  De- 
partment, approximately  fifty,  would  have  to  be 
equipped  to  receive,  which  would  make  the  cost 
on  the  same  basis  as  Chicago,  over  $20,000  per 
year  for  this  phase  of  the  installation.  In  addi- 
tion, you  will  also  note  that  the  foregoing  costs 
do  not  cover  housing  accommodations  and  com- 
petent personnel  to  operate.  While  the  total 
outlay  for  radio  installation  in  Boston  might  be 
less  than  in  Chicago,  the  foregoing  figures  of  the 
cost  of  installing  transmitting  apparatus,  receiving 
sets,  and  the  cost  of  maintenance,  give  a  general 
idea  of  the  cost  of  this  service. 

In  connection  with  the  possible  installation  of 
radio  transmitting  in  Boston,  I  am  in  receipt  of  a 
letter  from  James  W.  Baldwin,  secretary  to  the 
Federal  Radio  Commission,  Washington,  D.  C., 
calling  attention  to  certain  conditions  which  will 
exist  in  the  Metropolitan  Boston  District  if 
radio  service  is  adopted  by  the  various  police 
departments.     His  letter  reads,  in  part,  as  follows: 

"From  an  inspection  of  a  map  of  the  Metro- 
politan area  of  Boston,  you  will  note  that  should 
adjacent  cities  be  given  different  frequencies,  all 
the  eight  frequencies  available  would  be  more 
than  used  in  the  Boston  Metropolitan  District 
and  duplication  would  result  in  that  area.  Fur- 
ther, should  these  cities  have  different  frequencies, 
adjacent  police  departments  would  not  be  notified 
of  crime  committed  in  any  of  the  various  cities 
and  there  would  be  a  delay  involved  in  the  appre- 
hension of  criminals  who  succeeded  in  making 
their  escape  from  the  immediate  vicinity  of  the 
crime. 

"Cities  in  areas  such  as  that  around  Boston  are 
encouraged  to  organize  the  metropolitan  district 
radio  service.  Such  a  service  may  be  organized 
by  having  one  of  the  cities  involved  apply  for 
license  and  enter  into  contracts  with  contiguous 
cities  providing  for  mutual  use  and  support  of  the 
single  radio  station,  or  the  various  cities  involved 
could  enter  into  a  partnership  agreement,  apply 
for  license  in  the  name  of  the  partnership,  and 
have  this  partnership  furnish  radio  service  to  the 
total  area." 

Whether  an  effort  should  be  made  to  have  a 
metropolitan  Boston  radio  transmitting  service, 
whether  this  service  should  be  provided  by  the 
state,  or  whether  Boston  alone  should  provide  it, 
are  questions  that  ought  to  be  carefully  considered 
before  committing  the  public  to  any  large  expendi- 
tures. I  am  attaching  hereto  a  complete  copy  of 
the  letter  dated  September  24  from  the  Federal 
Radio  Commission. 

The  principal  source  of  my  information  so  far 
in  regard  to  radio  has  been  from  persons  who  have 
financial  or  other  interests  in  having  the  Police 
Department  equipped  with  radio.     Although  more 


than  six  companies  have  been  invited  to  give  a 
practical  demonstration  of  their  equipment  at 
Police  Headquarters,  or  in  cars,  only  two  have 
so  far  availed  themselves  of  this  invitation,  and 
the  tests  have,  for  various  reasons,  been  far  from 
satisfactory. 

It  is  obvious  that  before  spending  large  sums 
of  money  for  radio  equipment  and  apparatus,  as 
well  as  the  expense  of  maintaining  such  equipment, 
expert  advice  is  essential.  Therefore,  1  have 
taken  up,  not  only  the  matter  of  radio  but  the 
entire  communication  system  of  the  department, 
with  Prof.  Dugald  C.  Jackson,  head  of  the  Depart- 
ment of  Electrical  Engineering  of  the  Massachu- 
setts Institute  of  Technology,  with  the  view  of 
determining  the  best  means  of  communication  in 
use,  and  its  operation  as  applied  to  the  Boston 
Police  Department. 

It  will  be  readily  understood  that  in  the  conduct 
of  police  business  the  head  center  must  be  able  to 
keep  in  touch  with  the  officers  on  the  streets,  and 
the  isolated  patrolmen  as  well  as  the  citizens 
must  be  able  to  receive  prompt  response  when 
they  seek  assistance.  It  is  imperative  that  the 
police  have  speedy,  reliable  and  secret  transmission 
of  alarms  and  information,  both  from  the  public 
to  the  department  and  from  the  department  to 
its  various  agencies. 

I  am  inclosing  for  your  information  letter  from 
the  Police  Commissioner  to  Professor  Jackson, 
dated  September  22,  previous  to  my  receiving  the 
order  adopted  by  the  City  Council,  and  his  reply 
of  October  1. 

In  view  of  the  importance  of  a  modern  com- 
munication system  for  the  Police  Department,  I 
believe  I  can  defer  certain  repair  work  in  some  of 
our  police  buildings  until  next  year,  and  transfer 
from  Item  B-39,  General  Plant,  of  the  estimated 
budget,  $8,000,  to  Item  B-28,  Expert,  in  order 
that  the  Police  Department  may  take  advantage 
of  the  offer  contained  in  the  letter  of  Professor 
Jackson  to  the  Police  Commissioner. 

I  am  therefore  attaching  the  proper  papers  to 
cover  this  transfer. 

Very  truly  yours, 

Eugene  C.  Hultman, 
Police  Commissioner. 

City  of  Boston, 
Police  Department,  September  22,  1931. 
Mr.  Dugald  C.  Jackson, 
Cambridge,  Mass. 

My  dear  Professor  Jackson, — Appreciating  the 
importance  of  communications  to  the  proper  and 
efficient  functioning  of  the  police,  I  early  devoted 
special  study  to  our  signal  system.  It  was 
practically  obsolete  and  of  little  help  in  enabling 
the  force  to  act  quickly  or  in  unison.  Some 
changes  and  improvements  of  great  value  have 
already  been  made,  but  it  is  essential  that  the 
communication  system  of  the  department  be 
closely  coordinated  and  up-to-the-minute  in 
every  respect.  To  accomplish  this  purpose,  I 
believe  it  is  desirable  to  have  competent  expert 
advice. 

Would  you  be  willing  to  undertake  the  neces- 
sary work  to  study  the  system  of  communication 
in  the  Boston  Police  Department,  both  in  regard 
to  the  use  of  radio  and  wire  system,  for  signal  and 
telephone  service,  and  give  me  a  report  which 
would  outline  the  best  equipment  to  use  and  its 
operation,  together  with  the  probable  cost  of  in- 
stalling such  a  system?  As  you  will  readily  under- 
stand the  head  center  must  be  able  to  keep  in 
touch  with  the  officers  on  the  streets,  and  the 
isolated  patrolmen  as  well  as  the  citizens  must 
be  able  to  receive  prompt  response  when  they 
seek  assistance.  It  is  imperative  that  the  police 
have  speedy,  reliable  and  secret  transmission  of 
alarms  and  information,  both  from  the  public  to 
the  department  and  from  this  department  to 
its  various  agencies. 

If  you  are  willing  to  undertake  this  work, 
would  you  give  me,  at  your  earliest  convenience, 
an  estimate  of  the  cost  of  making  this  investigation 
and  report? 

Very  truly  yours, 
Eugene  C.  Hultman, 
Police  Commissioner. 

Massachusetts   Institute  of  Technology, 
Department  of  Electrical  Engineering, 

Cambridge,  October  1,  1931. 
Mr.  E.  C.  Hultman, 

Police  Commissioner. 
Dear  Mr.  Hultman, — Since  receiving  your  letter 
of  September  22  I  have  given  the  matter  of  the 
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investigation  of  your  police  communications 
system  and  your  needs  careful  thought  and  have 
talked  with  President  Compton  respecting  it. 
President  Compton  agrees  with  me  that  it  is 
desirable  for  us  to  aid  you  on  behalf  of  the  City  of 
Boston,  if  that  proves  to  be  practicable. 

I  have  therefore  planned  out  the  matter  care- 
fully to  see  what  can  be  done.  It  appears  to  me 
that  it  will  be  necessary  for  us  to  carefully  analyze 
the  work  of  the  Police  Department  and  its  needs, 
in  which  case  we  would  need  to  have  the  coopera- 
tion of  your  Mr.  Hayes  in  regard  to  the  present 
communication  system  which  you  have  in  effect. 
It  would  also  be  an  important  part  of  the  matter 
to  carefully  examine  the  communication  system 
utilized  in  a  number  of  other  cities  where  the 
communication  procedure  of  the  police  depart- 
ments are  recognized  as  particularly  good.  We 
can  undertake  to  do  this.  I  would  give  it  super- 
vision but  it  would  be  carried  on  in  detail  by  one 
of  the  other  men  in  the  department  with  whom  we 
would  associate  two  or  three  additional  paid 
employees. 

I  do  not  see  how  we  could  give  a  matter  of  this 
importance  adequate  examination  and  treatment 
so  as  to  put  a  report  in  your  hands  in  less  than 
six  months  from  the  time  you  directed  that  the 
work  should  start.  It  might  take  eight  months. 
There  would  be  no  charge  for  the  time  that  I 
should  put  in  for  the  matter  but  it  would  be 
necessary  for  us  to  charge  the  cost  to  the  institute 
of  the  time  of  all  the  men  working  on  it  under  my 
general  direction,  and  with  an  appropriate  over- 
head to  meet  the  institute's  other  expenses  in 
connection  with  it.  I  should  estimate  that'  this 
whole  thing  might  amount  to  $8,000,  including  the 
traveling  expenses  for  the  purpose  of  investigating 
the  communications  systems  of  other  cities  above 
referred  to  in  order  that  full  information  of  the 
best  processes  would  be  adequately  in  hand. 

If  you  would  like  to  have  us  take  up  the  matter 
as  outlined  we  will  get  to  work  aB  promptly  as  we 
readily  can  after  receiving  your  authorization. 
You  will  understand,  of  course,  that  this  will  call 
for  a  certain  amount  of  shifting  of  work  of  some 
of  the  men  in  this  department  who  are  particularly 
intimate  with  the  details  of  communications 
affairs,  and  thus  we  could  not  start  upon  the  work 
in  less  than  a  week  or  ten  days  after  your  authoriza- 
tion. 

Sincerely  yours, 

Dugald  C.  Jackson. 

Federal  Radio  Commission, 
Washington,  D.  C, 

September  24,  1931. 
Police  Department, 

City  of  Boston,  Mass. 
Attention:   Mr.  Eugene  C.  Hultman, 
Police  Commissioner. 
Gentlemen, — Your  letter  of  September  14,  1931, 
directed  to  Mr.  Kolster,  and  indorsing  the  appli- 
cation   of   the    Automatic    Radio    Manufacturing 
Company,   has   been   referred   to   the  commission 
in  connection  witli  their  application. 

I  wish  to  take  this  opportunity  of  discussing  the 
emergency  police  service  which  is  now  organized. 
The  commission  is  confronted  with  the  necessity 
of  providing  for  the  greatest  possible  use  of  eight 
frequencies,  which  is  the  greatest  number  now 
available  for  distribution  throughout  the  United 
States.  After  much  study,  it  was  decided  that  a 
zone  system  of  assignments  would  be  most  satis- 
factory. Under  this  plan,  all  cities  within  a  zone 
are  required  to  share  the  use  of  the  same  fre- 
quency. The  frequency  assigned  the  zone  in 
which  Boston  is  located  is  1,712  kilocycles. 

From  an  inspection  of  a  map  of  the  metropolitan 
area  of  Boston,  you  will  note  that  should  adjacent 
cities  be  given  different  frequencies,  all  the  eight 
frequencies  available  would  be  more  than  used  in 
the  Boston  Metropolitan  District  and  duplication 
would  result  in  that  area.  Further,  should  these 
cities  have  different  frequencies,  adjacent  police 
departments  would  not  be  notified  of  crimes 
committed  in  any  of  the  various  cities  and  there 
would  be  a  delay  involved  in  the  apprehension  of 
criminals  who  succeeded  in  making  their  escape 
from  the  immediate  vicinity  of  the  crime. 

Cities  in  areas  such  as  that  around  Boston  are 
encouraged  to  organize  the  metropolitan  district 
radio  service.  Such  a  service  may  be  organized 
by  having  one  of  the  cities  involved  apply  for 
license  and  enter  into  contracts  with  contiguous 
cities  providing  for  mutual  use  and  support  of  the 
single  radio  station,  or  the  various  cities  involved 
could  enter  into  a  partnership  agreement,  apply 


for  license  in  the  name  of  the  partnership,  and 
have  this  partnership  furnish  radio  service  to  the 
total  area. 

In  the  interest  of  reduction  of  inter-zone  inter- 
ference, the  maximum  power  of  500  watts  has  been 
placed  upon  police  transmitters.  If  a  single 
transmitter  of  that  power  is  insufficient  to  cover 
the  city  involved,  additional  transmitters  may  be 
licensed.  The  city  of  Chicago  now  operates  three 
500-watt  transmitters,  the  city  of  Detriot  oper- 
ates one  500-watt  and   one   50-watt  transmitter. 

In  order  to  make  possible  the  operation  of  a 
police  service  by  neighboring  cities  when  co- 
operation between  those  cities  cannot  be  arranged, 
the  power  of  police  transmitters  has  been  limited 
using  the  population  as  a  measure  of  a  city's 
size.  Under  this  plan  the  City  of  Boston  could 
be  licensed  for  500  watts.  The  cities  of  Somerville, 
Cambridge  and  Lynn  100  watts,  and  the  other 
fifteen  cities  in  the  metropolitan  area  would  be 
limited  to  50-watt  power. 

A  study  of  the  operation  of  the  existing  police 
service  indicates  that  in  areas  as  large  as  Boston 
messages  during  many  periods  of  the  day  are 
being  transmitted  continuously,  and  it  would 
appear  that  the  authorization  of  two-way  com- 
munication could  not  be  permitted  without  the 
assignment  of  additional  frequencies.  As  addi- 
tional frequencies  would  have  to  be  obtained  by 
withdrawal  from  other  important  maritime  and 
aviation  services,  involving  the  safety  of  life  and 
property,  it  is  extremely  doubtful  that  the  serv- 
ice you  propose  could  justify  this  action. 

The  usual  practice  in  the  handling  of  messages 
is  for  an  emergency  police  transmitter  to  transmit 
test  messages  in  addition  to  the  regular  traffic, 
at  regular  intervals.  The  officers  in  mobile  units 
then  know  that  they  receive  a  message  at  these 
regular  times,  and  should  they  not  hear  the  trans- 
mitter at  the  time  of  the  test  transmissions,  they 
are  instructed  to  report  immediately  to  the  operator 
in  charge  in  order  that  a  service  car  may  be  sent 
to  investigate  the  difficulty.  As  a  result  of  this 
procedure  the  number  of  cases  in  which  a  police 
car  fails  to  receive  a  message  are  very  few. 

There  are  inclosed  herewith  a  copy  of  General 
Order  85,  and  a  list  of  stations  now  licensed  or 
holding  construction  permits  for  the  police  radio 
service.  Should  you  be  interested  in  obtaining 
further  information  as  to  the  details  of  operation 
of  this  service,  it  is  suggested  that  you  write  some 
of  the  licensees. 

Very  truly  yours, 
James  W.  Baldwin,  Secretary. 

Ordered,  That  under  authority  of  chapter  261 
of  the  Acts  of  1893  the  City  Auditor  be,  and 
hereby  is,  authorized  to  make  the  following 
transfer  in  the  appropriations  for  Police  Depart- 
ment: 

From  the  appropriation  for  B-39,  General 
Plant,  $8,000,  to  the  appropriation  for  B-28, 
Expert,  S8.000. 

Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 


TRANSFERS  WITHIN  DEPARTMENTAL 

A  PPROPR IATIONS. 
The  following  was  received: 

City 'of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  October  19,  1931. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — The  attached  requests  for  transfers 
within  departmental  appropriations  have  been 
examined  and  investigated  by  the  Budget  Com- 
missioner. I  accordingly  recommend  adoption  of 
the  accompanying  orders  by  your  honorable  body. 
Respectfully, 
James  M.  Cheley,  Mayor. 

Ordered.  That  under  authority  of  chapter  261 
of  the  Acts  of  1893  the  City  Auditor  be,  and 
hereby  is,  authorized  to  make  the  following 
transfers  in  the  appropriations  for  Building 
Department: 

From  the  appropriation  for  A-l,  Permanent 
Employees,  Chief  Piling  and  Concrete  Inspector,  1 
(0)  at  S3.000  a  year,  S575.53.  to  the  appropriation 
for  A-l,  Permanent  Employees,  Supervisor  of 
Construction,  1  at  83,000  a  year,  S575.53. 

From  the  appropriation  for  C-4,  Motor  Vehicle 
Equipment,  S20,  to  the  appropriation  for  B-37, 
Photographic  and  Blueprinting,  S20. 


OCTOBER    19,    1931. 


392 


Ordered,  That  under  authority  of  chapter  261  of 
the  Acts  of  1893  the  City  Auditor  be,  and  hereby  is, 
authorized  to  make  the  following  transfer  in  the 
appropriations  for  Long  Island  Hospital,  Institu- 
tions Department: 

From  the  appropriation  for  B-39,  General  Plant, 
$300,  to  the  appropriation  for  B-14,  Motor  Vehicle 
Repairs  and  Care,  $300. 

Ordered,  That  under  authority  of  chapter  261  of 
the  Acts  of  1893  the  City  Auditor  be,  and  hereby  is, 
authorized  to  make  the  following  transfers  in  the 
appropriations  for  Municipal  Court,  South  Boston 
District: 

From  the  appropriation  for  A-2,  Temporary 
Employees,  $30;  B-39,  General  Plant,  $10,  to  the 
appropriation  for  B-13,  Communication,  $40. 

From  the  appropriation  for  A-2,  Temporary 
Employees,  $6.95;  B-l,  Printing  and  Binding, 
$22.70,  to  the  appropriation  for  D-l,  Office,  $29.65 

From  the  appropriation  for  A-2,  Temporary 
Employees,  $30,  to  the  appropriation  for  G-l, 
-Probation  Officers'  Expenses,  $30. 

Ordered,  That  under  authority  of  chapter  261 
of  the  Acts  of  1893  the  City  Auditor  be,  and  hereby 
is,  authorized  to  make  the  following  transfers  in 
the  appropriations  for  Associate  Medical  Examiner, 
Southern  Division: 

From  the  appropriation  for  B-5,  Cartage  and 
Freight,  $25,  to  the  appropriation  for  D-l,  Office, 
$25. 

From  the  appropriation  for  B-13,  Communica- 
tion, $10,  to  the  appropriation  for  B-37,  Photo- 
graphic and  Blueprinting,  $10. 

Ordered,  That  under  authority  of  chapter  261  of 
the  Acts  of  1893  the  City  Auditor  be,  and  hereby  is, 
authorized  to  make  the  following  transfer  in  the 
appropriations  for  Central  Office,  Penal  Institutions 
Department: 

From  the  appropriation  for  B-29,  Stenographic, 
Copying  and  Indexing,  $50,  to  the  appropriation  for 
C-9,  Office,  $50. 

Ordered,  That  under  authority  of  chapter  261  of 
the  Acts  of  1893  the  City  Auditor  be,  and  hereby  is, 
authorized  to  make  the  following  transfer  in  the 
appropriations  for  House  of  Correction,  Penal 
Institutions  Department: 

From  the  appropriation  for  A-l,  Permanent 
Employees,  Officers,  75  at  $1,300  to  $1,900  a  year, 
$1,500,  to  the  appropriation  for  A-2,  Temporary 
Employees,  $1,500. 

Ordered,  That  under  authority  of  chapter  261  of 
the  Acts  of  1893  the  City  Auditor  be,  and  hereby  is, 
authorized  to  make  the  following  transfer  in  the 
appropriations  for  Water  Division,  Public  Works 
Department: 

From  the  appropriation  for  B-39,  General  Plant, 
$380,  to  the  appropriation  for  B-12,  Bond  and 
Insurance  Premiums,  $80;  F-ll,  Workmen's 
Compensation,  $300. 

Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 


APPROPRIATION    FOR    DORCHESTER 
GIRLS'   HIGH   SCHOOL. 

The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  October  15,  1931. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — The  School  Committee  of  the 
City  of  Boston  has  adopted  an  order  providing 
an  appropriation  in  the  sum  of  $920,000  for  con- 
struction of  a  thirty-six  classroom  school  for  girls 
in  the  Christopher  Gibson  District,  Dorchester. 

I  beg  to  submit  herewith  the  order  as  adopted 
by  the  School  Committee  of  the  City  of  Boston 
and  also  an  order  in  the  sum  of  $920,000  for 
adoption  by  your  honorable  body,  said  sum  being 
the  amount  necessary  for  the  construction  of  the 
school  as  determined  upon. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

Ordered,  That  under  the  provisions  of  chapter 
247  of  the  Acts  of  1931  the  sum  of  $920,000  be, 
and  hereby  is,  appropriated  for  high  school  con- 
struction and  certain  other  purposes,  and  that  to 
meet  said  appropriation  the  City  Treasurer  be 
authorized  to  issue,  from  time  to  time,  upon  the 
request   of   the   Mayor,   bonds   or  certificates   of 


indebtedness  of  the  city  to  said  amount,  the  same 
to  be  issued  outside  the  limit  of  indebtedness. 
Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 


SALE   OF   LAND,   QUINN    WAY    AND 

CENTRE   STREET. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  BoBton, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  October  14,   1931. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  beg  to  submit  herewith  communi- 
cation received  from  the  chairman  of  the  Park 
Commission,  recommending  the  sale  of  a  parcel 
of  land  containing  1,282  square  feet,  located  on 
the  northwesterly  corner  of  Quinn  way  and 
Centre  street,  West  Roxbury,  and  I  accordingly 
recommend  the  adoption  of  the  accompanying 
order  providing  for  the  Bale  at  public  auction  of 
said  premises  at  an  upset  price  of  $300,  which 
is  the  assessed  valuation. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Park  Department,  October  10,  1931. 
Hon.  James  M.  Curley, 

Mayor  of  Boston. 

Dear  Sir, — This  department  has  jurisdiction 
over  a  parcel  of  land  containing  1,282  square  feet, 
located  on  the  northwesterly  corner  of  Quinn  way 
and  Centre  street,  West  Roxbury,  which  was 
placed  in  the  care  and  custody  of  the  Board  of 
Park  Commissioners  by  order  of  the  City  Council 
and  approved  by  the  Mayor  on  December  29, 
1906. 

This  land  was  never  used  for  park  or  playground 
purposes  and  should  be  disposed  of  by  sale.  In 
view  of  the  fact  that  this  land  was  not  acquired 
for  any  specific  purpose,  its  custody  and  care  only 
being  assigned  to  this  department,  there  are  no 
legal  complications  to  be  complied  with  other 
than  your  Honor's  permission  to  sell  same. 

This  lot,  containing  1,282  square  feet  of  land, 
is  assessed  for  $300,  at  the  rate  of  25  cents  per 
square  foot.  The  lot  adjoining  this  to  the  north 
is  assessed  at  50  cents  per  foot,  and  the  lot  on  the 
opposite  side  of  Quinn  way  is  also  assessed  at  50 
cents  per  square  foot. 

Very  respectfully  yours, 

William  P.  Long,  Chairman. 

Ordered,  That  the  Board  of  Park  Commis- 
sioners be,  and  hereby  are,  authorized  to  sell  at 
public  auction  at  an  upset  price  of  $300,  on  such 
terms  as  said  Board,  with  the  approval  of  the 
Mayor,  may  deem  proper,  the  parcel  of  land 
owned  by  the  city  containing  1,282  square  feet, 
located  on  the  northwesterly  corner  of  Quinn  way 
and  Centre  street,  West  Roxbury. 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 


TITLE     OF     45     WINCHESTER      STREET. 

The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  October  19,  1931. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  beg  to  submit  herewith  com- 
munication and  order  as  recommended  by  the 
Corporation  Counsel,  for  the  purpose  of  clearing 
title  in  granting  deed  to  owners  of  premises  at 
45  Winchester  street,  and  respectfully  recommend 
the  adoption  of  same  by  your  honorable  body. 
Respectfully, 
James  M.  Cwbley,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Law  Department,  October  19,  1931. 
Hon.  James  M.  Curley, 

Mayor  of  Boston. 
Dear  Mr.  Mayor, — Inclosed  please  find  an  order 
to  be  submitted  to  the  City  Council  granting  a 
confirmatory  deed  of  the  premises,  45  Winchester 
street,  to  the  heirs  of  Jacob  Thaxter  or  those 
rightfully  and  legally  claiming  title  under  the  said 
Thaxter  or  his  heirs. 

Under  the  authority  of  the  Special  Acts  of  the 
year  1887  the  city  took  in  fee  many  parcels  of  land 
in  the  vicinity  of  Church  street  for  the  purpose  of 
abating  a  nuisance.     Many  of  these  parcels  were 
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reconveyed  to  their  former  owners  upon  the  pay- 
ment of 'a  certain  sum  of  money  for  the  expenses 
of  filling  in  and  other  incidental  expenses  necessary 
for  the  abatement  of  the  said  nuisance.  I  am 
informed  by  representatives  of  the  owners  of  the 
property  at  45  Winchester  street  that  the  heirs  of 
the  said  Jacob  Thaxter  owned  and  occupied  the 
property  many  years  after  the  taking  by  the  City 
of  Boston  so  that  it  would  seem  that  a  recon- 
veyance to  them  must  have  been  made.  They  are 
unable,  however,  to  find  any  deed  which  evidences 
such  a  reconveyance  and  there  is  no  record  in  the 
Registry  of  Deeds  showing  that  a  reconveyance 
was  made.  The  deed  granting  such  a  reconveyance 
may  have  been  given  to  them  and  may  have  been 
lost  by  them.  An  investigation  of  the  books  of  the 
treasurer  of  the  City  of  Boston  shows  an  entry 
under  the  date  of  April  29,  1870,  showing  a  pay- 
ment to  the  City  of  Boston  of  $300.50  by  one  J. 
Thaxter  relative  to  the  Church  street  district.  It 
would  seem,  therefore,  that  this  is  some  evidence 
that  the  heirs  of  Jacob  Thaxter  bought  back  the 
premises  and  were  entitled  to  a  deed  of  recon- 
veyance. If  they  received  such  a  deed  and  lost 
it  then  it  seems  to  me  that  they  would  be  entitled 
to  a  confirmatory  deed  of  the  premises. 
Yours  truly, 

Samuel  Stlvebman, 
Corporation  Counsel. 

Whereas,  The  City  of  Boston,  acting  under  the 
authority  of  chapter  308  of  the  Special  Acts  of  the 
Commonwealth  for  the  year  1867,  took  for  the 
purpose  of  abating  a  drainage  nuisance  certain 
lands  and  property  situated  on  South  Cedar 
street  in  said  Boston,  including  therein  the  property 
known  and  numbered  35  on  said  South  Cedar 
street;  and 

Whereas,  At  the  time  of  said  taking  the  said 
property,  35  South  Cedar  street,  now  known  and 
numbered  as  45  on  Winchester  street  in  said 
Boston,  was  owned  by  the  heirs  of  one  Jacob 
Thaxter;  and 

Whereas,  Many  of  the  parcels  of  land  taken  as 
aforesaid  were  reconveyed  to  their  prior  owners 
upon  the  payment  by  said  owners  of  certain  fixed 
sums  of  money  to  the  said   City   of   Boston;    and 

Whereas,  There  is  an  entry  in  the  books  of  the 
treasurer  of  the  City  of  Boston  under  the  date  of 
April  29,  1870,  that  a  sum  of  money  amounting 
to  $300.50  was  paid  to  the  City  of  Boston  by  one 
J.  Thaxter  in  relation  to  lands  in  the  Church 
street  district;  and 

Whereas,  The  heirs  of  the  said  Jacob  Thaxter 
have  mislaid  or  lost  any  deed  at  any  time  given  by 
the  said  City  of  Boston  reconveying  to  them  the 
said  35  South  Cedar  street,  now  45  Winchester 
street,  and  are  desirous  of  obtaining  from  the  City 
of  Boston  a  confirmatory  deed  of  the  said  premises; 
now,  therefore,  it  is  hereby 

Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be,  and  he 
hereby  is,  authorized,  in  the  name  and  behalf  of  the 
City  of  Boston,  to  execute  and  deliver  to  the  heirs 
of  Jacob  Thaxter,  or  those  rightfully  and  legally 
claiming  title  under  said  Thaxter  or  his  heirs, 
a  confirmatory  deed  of  the  premises  45  Winchestei 
street  upon  the  payment  of  one  dollar  to  the  said 
City  of  Boston  and  in  form  satisfactory  to  the  Law 
Department  of  the  said  City  of  Boston. 

Referred  to  the  Exeoutive  Committee. 


PETITIONS   REFERRED. 

The  following  petitions  were  received  and 
referred  to  the  committees  named,  viz.: 

Claims. 

Rebecca  Bennett,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  an  alleged  defect  at  340  Washington 
street. 

Maurice  F.  Bresnahan,  for  compensation  for 
damage  to  car  caused  by  an  alleged  defect  in 
Centre  street,  West  Roxbury. 

James  F.  Burns,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  defective  manhole  cover  at  City  Hall 
avenue. 

James  F.  Carroll,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  property  at  57  Fairbanks  street,  Brighton, 
caused  by  hole  in  street. 

Lawrence  Cataldo,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  car  oaused  by  an  alleged  defect  in  Barry  Play- 
ground, Charlestown. 

Viola  S.  Crowley,  for  compensation  for  dress 
torn  at  9  Thompson  street,  Charlestown,  on  ash 
barrel. 


Elizabeth  M.  Davis,  for  compensation  for 
damage  to  property  at  179  and  181  Train  street, 
caused  by  changing  grade  of  Westglow  street. 

Fred  Deban,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  an  alleged  defect  in  Tyler  Street  School- 
yard. 

Edna  DeFranzi,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  an  alleged  defect  in  Child  street,  Hyde 
Park. 

Silvestro  DeMaggio,  for  compensation  for 
damage  to  truck  by  city  wagon. 

Alfred  M.  Dowd,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  an  alleged  defect  at  158  Calumet  street, 
Roxbury. 

Margaret  L.  Dwyer,  for  compensation  for  dam- 
age to  property  at  333  Saratoga  street,  East 
Boston,  caused  by  demolishing  of  house  at  335 
Saratoga  street. 

Fenway  Costume  Company,  for  refund  on 
unused  refuse  tickets. 

John  A.  Finn,  for  compensation  for  damage  to 
car  caused  by  an  alleged  defect  in  Rutherford 
avenue. 

Thomas  J.  Finnegan,  for  compensation  for  dam- 
age to  property  at  89  Wachusett  street,  caused  by 
firehose. 

Louise  D.  Gardner,  for  reimbursement  for  side- 
walk assessemnts. 

Gas  Consumers'  Association,  for  refund  on 
refuse  tickets. 

Gloria  and  Georgette  Gebo,  for  compensation 
for  injuries  caused  by  an  alleged  defect  at  23  and 
25  Bigelow  street. 

Charles  Gradwell,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  an  alleged  defect  at  4  Cedar  street. 

Catherine  Gronczykowski,  for  compensation  for 
collapse  of  boiler  at  33  Franconia  street,  caused  by 
water  being  shut  off. 

Ralph  L.  Hatch,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  car  by  police  ambulance. 

James  L.  Hawkins,  for  compensation  for  in- 
j  uries  caused  by  an  alleged  defect  at  Norway  street 
and  Huntington  avenue. 

A.  H.  Hitchcock,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  car  by  fire  truck. 

Mary  E.  Howard,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  an  alleged  defect  in  India  square. 

Mary  Imparato,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
received  on  ferryboat. 

Nicholas  Kardoose,  for  compensation  for 
injuries  received  on  ferry. 

Adelaide  T.  Keiran,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  clothing  caused  by  an  alleged  defect  in  Savin 
Hill  Bridge. 

Florence  Kennedy,  for  compensation  for  loss  of 
false  teeth  at  City  Hospital. 

J.  J.  Lannon,  for  compensation  for  damage  to 
car  by  city  cart. 

Betty  Lepler,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  an  alleged  defect  at  294  Washington 
street. 

Leviseur  &  Co.,  for  compensation  for  damage  to 
property  at  157  South  street,  caused  by  break  in 
water  pipe. 

Antoninette  Mario,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
received  on  ferry. 

Humphrey  J.  McAveeney,  for  compensation  for 
injuries  caused  by  an  alleged  defect  in  Waverly 
street. 

Josephine  McDermott,  for  compensation  for 
injuries  caused  by  an  alleged  defect  in  sidewalk 
at  Columbus  Park. 

Michael  J.  McGrath,  for  compensation  for 
damage  to  property  at  101  Dakota  street,  caused  by 
backing  up  of  sewage. 

Miller  Drug  Company,  for  compensation  for 
damage  to  property  at  201  Massachusetts  avenue, 
caused  by  bursting  of  water  main. 

Reuben  Ostrovitz,  for  compensation  for  damages 
sustained  on  ferry. 

Louise  G.  Randall,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  an  alleged  defect  at  Roxbury  Courthouse. 

Mary  Reardon,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  an  alleged  defect  at  272  West  Broadway. 

Mary  Russo,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  an  alleged  defect  at  North  Bennet  Street 
Bath  House. 

Mrs.  Margaret  Ryan,  for  compensation  for 
injuries  caused  by  an  alleged  defect  at  614  Broad- 
way, South  Boston. 

B.  Stollow,  for  compensation  for  damage  to 
car  by  city  team. 

Morris  Vengrow,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  fire  apparatus. 
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George  F.  Wentworth,  for  compensation  for 
damage  to  property  at  290  Cambridge  street, 
caused  by  city  truck. 

Mrs.  Ada  Wight,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  property  at  Dale  and  Austin  streets,  caused  by 
new  sewer. 

Charlie  Yee,  for  refund  on  refuse  tickets. 

Mildred  Young,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  an  alleged  defect  at  Washington  and 
Northampton  streets. 

Executive. 

Petition  for  children  under  fifteen  years  of  age 
to  appear  at  places  of  public  amusement,  viz.: 

Lester  P.  Gould,  Greenwood  Community  Hall, 
November  6. 


ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  FIREMEN'S  RELIEF 
FUND. 

The  Annual  Report  of  the  Treasurer  of  the 
Boston  Firemen's  Relief  Fund  from  September  1, 
1930,  to  August  31,  1931,  was  received. 

Placed  on  file. 


BOSTON  ELEVATED   RAILWAY 
LOCATIONS. 

Communications  were  received  from  the  Board 
of  Street  Commissioners  stating  that  locations 
had  been  granted  to  Boston  Elevated  Railway 
Company,  viz.: 

Eighty-first  location,  addition  to  and  alteration 
of  existing  locations, — double  track  in  L  street, 
South  Boston,  single  track  curve  leading  from 
easterly  track  in  L  street. 

Eighty-second  location,  right-hand  crossover  on 
Washington  street,  Boston,  northeast  of  Groton 
street. 

Severally  placed  on  file. 


LEASES   OF   SCHOOLS. 

Communications  were  received  from  the  School 
Committee  requesting  the  Council  to  authorize 
the  School  Committee  to  lease  to  John  T.  Fallon 
Post,  No.  1050,  Veterans  of  Foreign  Wars,  the 
Florence  Street  School,  Roslindale,  and  to  lease 
to  Allston  Post,  No.  669,  Veterans  of  Foreign 
Wars,  the  Washington  Allston  Annex,  Allston, 
occupancy  of  each  to  be  discontinued  at  the  will 
of  the  School  Committee. 

Severally  placed  on  file. 


SIGNAL   LIGHTS,   MORTON   STREET 
BRIDGE. 

Coun.  WILSON  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Traffic  Commissioner, 
through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  be  and  said  depart- 
ment is  respectfully  requested  to  install  traffic 
signal  lights  at  the  approaches  to  the  new  Morton 
Street  Bridge. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


ACCEPTANCE  OF  CHAPTER  458. 

Coun.  WILSON  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  section  100A  of  chapter  41  of  the 
General  Laws,  as  inserted  therein  by  section  4  of 
chapter  458  of  the  Acts  of  1931,  be,  and  hereby  is, 

Coun.  WILSON— Mr.  President,  I  would  state 
in  reference  to  that  act,  which  in  my  opinion,  both 
as  a  member  of  the  Council  and  a  practicing 
attorney,  is  an  important  one,  that  the  act  making 
this  acceptance  possible  was  passed  and  was 
approved  by  the  Governor  as  long  ago  as  June  10, 
1931.  As  most  of  the  members  are  probably 
aware,  we  have  a  peculiar  situation,  whereby,  in  a 
case  where  a  citizen  of  Boston  or  of  the  state  is 
injured  by  a  motor  vehicle  of  the  Sanitary  Division 
or  of  the  Fire  Department,  he  has  absolutely  no 
redress  against  anyone  except  the  unfortunate 
driver  of  the  motor  vehicle  himself.  So,  as  I  say, 
this  act  was  passed  by  the  Legislature  and  was 
approved  by  the  Governor  as  a  protection  to  a 
city   employee  against   whom   a  judgment  might 


be  rendered  if  he  was  found  negligent,  and  also 
a  protection  to  citizens  throughout  the  Common- 
wealth, who,  surely,  if  their  machines  are  demol- 
ished or  they  themselves  badly  injured  in  a  collision 
with  a  city-owned  vehicle  should  have  some  form 
of  redress. 

The  order  was  referred  to  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee. 


PROTEST   AGAINST   CLOSING    OF 
CHARLESTOWN   NAVY   YARD. 

Coun.  WILSON  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Clerk  of  Committees  at  once 
wire  the  President  of  the  United  States  as  follows: 
"  The  City  Council  of  the  City  of  Boston  vigorously 
protests  against  the  proposed  closing  of  the 
Charlestown  Navy  Yard,  such  protest  being 
made,  first,  because  of  the  unwise  crippling  of 
our  National  Defense  on  the  Atlantic  Coast, 
and,  second,  because  of  the  economic  inadvisability 
of  adding  almost  2,000  families  locally  to  the 
already  serious  unemployment  situation,  thereby 
reducing  the  federal  budget  but  shifting  the 
consequent  financial  burden  to  the  municipal 
government." 

Coun.  WILSON — Mr.  President,  it  is  probable 
that  the  councilor  from  Charlestown  (Coun. 
Green)  will  introduce  some  order  along  this  line 
for  protection  of  residents  of  his  ward,  and  most 
particularly,  I  assume,  for  protection  of  the 
trades  people  and  merchants  of  his  district.  There 
are  some  2,000  men  employed  at  this  oldest 
American  navy  yard.  I  was  surprised  to  find 
last  night  that,  contrary  to  the  public  impression, 
probably  less  than  one  hundred  of  these  men  live 
in  the  Charlestown  district.  Therefore,  of  course, 
the  merchants  of  Charlestown  are  among  those 
most  interested.  Sixty-three  of  the  men  live  as 
far  away  as  in  the  Congressional  District  of  Con- 
gresswoman  Rogers  of  Lowell.  Some  members  of 
the  Council  may  be  surprised  to  learn  that,  as 
shown  by  actual  statistics,  almost  three  hundred 
of  the  employees  live  in  the  Dorchester  district. 
The  sudden  throwing  of  2,000  men  on  our  streets 
means  destitute  conditions  for  2,000  families,  or 
some  10,000  persons.  So,  while  the  shutting  down 
of  this  yard  may  mean  some  saving  to  the  central 
government,  it  will  merely  result  in  the  shifting 
of  the  burden  to  the  City  of  Boston.  These 
families  under  present  conditions  must  live  either 
as  employees  of  the  United  States  Government 
or  on  the  Public  Welfare  rolls  of  the  City  of 
Boston.  I  may  say  that  I  am  authorized  to  make 
this  statement,  and  am  introducing  this  order 
today,  not  only  as  a  councilor  from  the  Dorchester 
district  but  officially  in  the  name  of  Patrick  I. 
Kelley  Post,  No.  13,  Disabled  American  Veterans 
of  the  World  War.  Our  Dorchester  Board  of 
Trade  has  been  fighting  for  a  new  Dorchester  High 
School  partly  in  the  hope  of  alleviating  unemploy- 
ment conditions.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  the  closing 
of  the  Charlestown  Navy  Yard  will  throw  more 
Dorchester  men  out  of  work  than  will  ever  find 
employment  incident  to  the  erection  of  a  proposed 
school,  and  I  urge  our  local  improvement  organiza- 
tions to  officially  join  in  the  present  protest  against 
the  proposed  closing  of  the  Charlestown  Navy 
Yard,  affecting,  as  it  does,  three  hundred  families 
in  the  Dorchester  district. 

The  order  was  passed  under  the  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


SUGGESTED    DONATION    BY    THEATERS. 

Coun.  KELLY  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  re- 
quested to  consider  the  advisability  of  requesting 
the  management  of  the  various  Boston  theaters 
to  donate  one  cent  of  the  amount  received  for 
each  ticket  sold  to  the  Public  Welfare  fund  for 
the  relief  of  the  worthy  poor  of  Boston. 

Coun.  KELLY — Mr.  President,  I  am  intro- 
ducing this  order  because  I  see  that  associations 
conducting  athletic  events  are  all  donating  so 
much  to  the  city's  welfare  fund.  I  also  see 
certain  religious  orders  donating  to  that  fund,  as 
well  as  city  employees.  1  now  feel  that  the 
owners  of  the  theaters  here  in  Boston,  who  owe 
their  existetice  to  the  public  of  the  City  of  Boston, 
if  they  are  called  together  by  the  Mayor  of  the 
city  will  surely  agree  to  give  one  cent  of  every 
dollar  until  the  depression  is  over.  I  feel  that 
the  members  of  families  of  the  unemployed  have 
given    enough    money    into    the    coffers    of    these 
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theaters  to  warrant  the  theaters  themselves  co- 
operating in  this  matter  of  providing  funds  for 
the  unemployed,  and  1  trust  that  his  Honor  the 
Mayor  will  get  in  touch  with  the  managers  of  the 
theaters  in  the  City  of  Boston  in  the  near  future 
and  put  this  proposition  before  them. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


WARD   15    IMPROVEMENTS. 

Coun.  KELLY  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Board  of  Street  Commis- 
sioners be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor, 
to  provide  a  footway  of  proper  design,  either  over 
or  under  the  railroad  tracks  at  the  end  of  Hoyt 
street,  Ward  15,  to  afford  easy  access  to  the  Savin 
Hill  Beach. 

Ordered,  That  the  Board  of  Street  Commissioners 
be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to 
accept  and  lay  out  Hoyt  street,  Ward  15,  as  a 
public  highway. 

Ordered,  That  the  Board  of  Street  Commissioners 
be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to 
accept  and  lay  out  Bellevue  street,  from  Hamilton 
street  to  Barry  street, Ward  15,  as  a  public  highway. 

Severally  passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


LEASE  TO  ALLSTON  POST,  NO.  669. 

Coun.  GALLAGHER  and  Coun.  HEIN  offered 
the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  School  Committee  be,  and 
hereby  is,  authorized,  in  the  name  and  behalf  of  the 
city,  to  lease  to  the  Allston  Post,  No.  669,  Veterans 
of  Foreign  Wars,  the  Washington  Allston  Annex, 
Allston,  upon  such  terms  and  conditions  as  the  said 
committee  shall  deem  advisable. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


LEASE  TO  JOHN  T.  FALLON  POST,  NO.  1050. 

Coun.  COX  and  Coun.  MURRAY  offered  the 
following: 

Ordered,  That  the  School  Committee  be,  and 
hereby  is,  authorized,  in  the  name  and  behalf  of 
the  city,  to  lease  to  the  John  T.  Fallon  Post, 
No.  1050,  Veterans  of  Foreign  Wars,  the  Florence 
Street  School,  Roslindale,  upon  such  terms  and 
conditions  as  the  said  committee  shall  deem 
advisable. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


SIDEWALK    CONSTRUCTION. 

Coun.  COX  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  make  a  sidewalk  along  Corey  street  (north- 
west side),  from  Centre  street  to  Railroad  street, 
Ward  20,  in  front  of  the  estates  bordering  thereon; 
said  sidewalk  to  be  from  3  to  10  inches  above  the 
gutter  adjoining,  to  be  from  5  to  12  feet  in  width, 
and  to  be  built  of  artificial  stone,  with  granite 
edgestones,  under  the  provisions  of  chapter  196  of 
the  Special  Acts  of  1917. 

Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  make  a  sidewalk  along  Dent  street  (north 
side),  from  Ivory  street  to  bend,  Ward  20,  in  front 
of  the  estates  bordering  thereon;  said  sidewalk  to 
be  from  3  to  10  inches  above  the  gutter  adjoining, 
to  be  from  5  to  12  feet  in  width,  and  to  be  built  of 
artificial  stone,  with  granite  edgestones,  under  the 
provisions  of  chapter  196  of  the  Special  Acts  of 
1917. 

Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  made  a  sidewalk  long  Ivory  street  (west 
side),  from  Dent  street  to  Perham  street,  Ward  20, 
in  front  of  the  estates  bordering  thereon;  said 
sidewalk  to  be  from  3  to  10  inches  above  the 
gutter  adjoining,  to  be  from  5  to  12  feet  in  width, 
and  to  be  built  of  artificial  stone,  with  granite 
edgestones,  under  the  provisions  of  chapter  196 
of  the  Special  Acts  of  1917. 

Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  make  a  sidewalk  along  Temple  street,  both 
sides,  from  Ivory  street  to  Lasell  street,  Ward  20, 


in  front  of  the  estates  bordering  thereon;  Baid 
sidewalk  to  be  from  3  to  10  inches  above  the 
gutter  adjoining,  to  be  from  5  to  12  feet  in  width, 
and  to  be  built  of  artificial  stone,  with  granite 
edgestones,  under  the  provisions  of  chapter  196 
of  the  Special  Acts  of  1917. 

Coun.  RUBY  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  make  a  sidewalk  along  Kingsdale  street, 
front  of  No.  22,  Ward  14,  in  front  of  the  estates 
bordering  thereon;  said  sidewalk  to  be  from  3  to 
10  inches  above  the  gutter  adjoining,  to  be  from 
5  to  12  feet  in  width,  and  to  be  built  of  artificial 
stone,  with  granite  edgestones,  under  the  pro- 
visions of  chapter  196  of  the  Special  Acts  of  1917. 

Coun.  NORTON  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  make  a  sidewalk  along  West  Milton  street, 
south  side,  at  No.  79,  Ward  18,  in  front  of  the 
estates  bordering  thereon;  said  sidewalk  to  be 
from  3  to  10  inches  above  the  gutter  adjoining, 
to  be  from  5  to  12  feet  in  width,  and  to  be  built 
of  artificial  stone,  with  granite  edgestones,  under 
the  provisions  of  chapter  196  of  the  Special  Acts 
of  1917. 

Severally  passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


PROTECTION  OF  PROPERTY  AT  L  STREET 
BATH. 

Coun.  ARNOLD  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Park  Commission  be  re- 
quested, through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  provide 
protection  from  theft  of  wearing  apparel  and 
personal  property  for  the  patrons,  and  particularly 
the  women  patrons,  at  the  new  L  Street  Bath. 

Coun.  ARNOLD— Mr.  President,  I  believe  that 
an  order  similar  to  this  has  been  presented  in  the 
Council  before,  but  evidently  it  did  not  make  any 
impression.  1  have  recently  had  brought  to  my 
attention  a  very  deplorable  situation  in  this  mag- 
nificent new  bath  house  at  L  street,  and  in  particu- 
lar as  regards  the  protection  afforded  to  the- 
patrons  of  the  women's  department.  I  under- 
stand that  there  is  a  space  of  8  inches  all  the  way 
around  the  partitions  and  under  the  doors  of  the 
various  compartments,  lending  itself  to  the  theft 
of  articles  in  those  compartments.  It  does  not 
seem  to  me  at  all  necessary  that  the  patrons  be 
subjected  to  this  hazard  of  losing  their  personal 
property  and  wearing  apparel.  One  of  the  patrons 
from  my  own  district,  on  a  hot  August  afternoon — ■ 
when,  of  course,  there  was  a  rush  to  obtain  the 
benefits  of  the  cooling  waters  of  the  ocean — who 
did  not,  as  she  probably  should  have  done,  check 
her  jewelry  as  is  requested,  possibly  on  account 
of  the  rush  and  the  tremendous  crowd,  and  her 
anxiety  to  refresh  herself — had  some  of  her  jewelry 
and  clothing  taken.  When  she  had  finished  her 
bathing  she  found  that  things  were  missing.  Her 
money  was  missing,  her  jewelry  was  missing,  even 
her  compact  was  missing,  and  those  who  took 
these  articles  were  very,  very  selective.  They 
took  the  best  of  her  wearing  apparel.  1  do  not 
believe  there  is  any  legal  claim  she  can  make  on 
the  city,  but  I  do  believe  that  the  city  through  its 
Park  Department  is  under  some  moral  obligation 
to  the  patrons  of  the  L  Street  Bath.  It  Gertainly 
is  not  necessary  to  have  this  wide-open  tempta- 
tion, which  1  understand  has  reached  the  propor- 
tions of  a  racket,  in  that  bath  house,  where  children 
are  seemingly  being  educated  to  crawl  from  one 
compartment  to  another  and  to  pilfer  the  belong- 
ings of  the  patrons.  1  think  it  would  be  a  very 
simple  matter  to  give  some  sort  of  protection  down 
there,  and  between  now  and  the  time  when  the 
season  opens  next  year  there  is  plenty  of  oppor- 
tunity to  have  this  done.  I  very  strongly  urge 
that  this  protection  be  afforded. 

Coun.  RUBY — Mr.  President,  not  desiring  foi 
one  minute  to  take  any  credit  from  the  councilor 
from  the  Back  Bay  in  this  matter,  and  noting  the 
fact  that  the  councilor  from  that  district  (Coun. 
Lynch)  is  now  entering  the  chamber,  1  might  say 
that  on  August  31  of  this  year  we  received  a  com- 
munication from  his  Honor  the  Mayor  in  response 
to  an  order  introduced  by  Councilor  Lynch  August 
17,  the  Mayor  transmitting  with  that  communica- 
tion the  copy  of  a  letter  which  he  then  had  re- 
ceived from  the  Park  Department,  which  said: 

"I  am  in  receipt  of  an  order  from  the  City  Coun- 
cil that  the  Park  Commission  close  the  openings 
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beneath  the  women's  locker  rooms  at  the  L  Street 
Baths  in  such  a  manner  as  to  prevent  ingress 
through  such  openings.  It  is  the  intention  of  this 
department  to  close  up  the  6-inch  openings  at  this 
bath  at  the  close  of  the  bathing  season.  It  would 
not  be  advisable  to  close  the  women's  lockers 
(wh'ich  we  would  have  to  do)  in  order  to  do  this 
work  at  this  time." 

I  have  had  similar  complaints  from  people  of  my 
district  who  have  had  to  use  the  bath  house  at  L 
street,  and  at  the  time  called  the  attention  of  the 
councilor  from  that  district  to  the  matter.  Evi- 
dently the  same  complaints  have  come  to  the  coun- 
cilor from  Ward  4  (Coun.  Arnold).  There  is 
absolutely  no  reason  why  a  person  who  uses  the  L 
Street  Bath  should  not  receive  the  best  possible 
protection,  both  with  reference  to  himself  and  his 
personal  property,  and  I  am  heartily  in  accord  with 
the  order  presented  by  the  councilor. 

(At  request  of  Coun.  Lynch,  the  clerk  read  the 
order.) 

Coun.  LYNCH — Mr.  President,  I  was  outside 
when  the  councilor  introduced  this  order,  and  1  did 
not  hear  what  he  had  to  say  upon  it.  But  pos- 
sibly this  sort  of  thing  occurs  because  Commis- 
sioner Long  will  not  put  permanent  men  in  the 
bath  house.  He  has  recourse  to  the  Welfare 
workers.  Of  course,  this  same  sort  of  thing  is 
going  on  at  other  such  places  and  places  where 
they  have  athletic  gatherings.  About  two  years 
ago  a  young  fellow  playing  for  South  Boston  High 
lost  his  suit,  shoes  and  stockings  while  playing  on 
the  M  Street  Playground.  At  that  time  a  claim 
was  put  in  for  loss  of  clothing,  and  he  did  not  get 
anywhere.  1  do  not  think  the  commissioner  haB 
arranged  adequate  protection  at  any  of  these 
playgrounds.  I  think  possibly  this  order  may 
accomplish  something  in  the  line  of  employing  a 
few  more  men,  and  I  am  very  much  pleased  to 
vote  for  it. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


HIGH   SCHOOL,   UPHAM'S   CORNER 
SECTION. 

President  McGRATH  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  request  the 
School  Department  to  consider  the  advisability  of 
establishing  a  high  school  in  the  Upham's  Corner 
section  of  Dorchester.  The  exact  center  of  an 
area  bounded  by  the  new  high  school  location  on 
Washington  street,  at  Wilder  road,  the  Roxbury 
Memorial  High  School,  the  South  Boston  High 
School,  and  the  tip  end  of  Savin  Hill  avenue,  is 
within  a  hundred  yards  of  Upham's  Corner,  and 
because  of  the  splendid  car  service  to  this  central 
location,  it  is  the  proper  location  to  be  considered. 
Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


CONDEMNATION  OF  PROPOSED  CLOSING 
OF   BOSTON    NAVY   YARD. 

Coun.  GREEN  offered  the  following: 

Whereas,  The  National  Administration  has 
announced  the  permanent  closing  of  the  Boston 
Navy  Yard  as  part  of  an  indefensible  economy 
program  that  alarmingly  weakens  the  United 
States  Navy,  the  country's  first  line  of  defence; 
and 

Whereas,  The  interference  by  the  National 
Administration  in  the  quarrels  of  Oriental  countries 
should  be  accompanied  by  a  policy  of  adequate 
defence  of  our  country's  shores  and  people  in  the 
event  of  resentment  by  the  Asiatic  nations  of 
the  interference  of  the.  United  States  in  their 
affairs;  and 

Whereas,  The  closing  of  the  Boston  Navy  Yard 
will  remove  naval  protection  in  time  of  war  from 
the  New  England  coast,  leaving  its  important 
seaports  and  thickly  settled  territory  at  the  mercy 
of  an  enemy;  and 

Whereas,  The  Boston  Navy  Yard  is  the  oldest 
in  the  United  States  and  one  of  the  best  equipped; 
and 

Whereas,  The  abandonment  of  the  Boston 
Navy  Yard  will  add  two  thousand  workmen  to  the 
already  deplorable  number  of  the  unemployed; 
and 

Whereas,  The  present  hard  times  in  which  the 
entire  country  is  engulfed  afford  no  slightest 
opportunity  for  the  employment  elsewhere  of 
these  two  thousand  workmen,  so  that  the  support 
of  the  families  thus  deprived  of  their  living  will  be 


added  to  the  already  overwhelming  relief  load  now 
being  carried  by  the  cities  and  towns  of  Greater 
Boston;  be  it  therefore 

Resolved,  That  the  Boston  City  Council 
unqualifiedly,  emphatically  and  forcefully  con- 
demns the  proposed  action  by  the  President  of  the 
United  States  in  closing  the  Boston  Navy  Yard. 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  of  this  resolution  be  sent 
to  the  President  of  the  United  States,  to  the 
Secretary  of  the  Navy,  and  to  each  of  the  United 
States  Senators  and  Representatives  in  Congress 
from    the   Commonwealth    of   Massachusetts. 

Coun.  GREEN  moved  a  suspension  of  the  rule 
for  the  passage  of  the  order  at  this  time. 

Coun.  ARNOLD— Mr.  President,  I  do  not 
understand  that  the  President  of  the  United  States 
has  proposed  to  close  the  Charlestown  Navy  Yard. 
There  is  a  rumor  that  the  department  has  that 
closing  in  mind,  but  it  is  only  a  rumor,  and  I  think 
it  is  hardly  necessary  or  proper  to  lay  that  on  the 
shoulders  of  the  President.  I  would  like  that  part 
of  the  order  eliminared. 

Coun.  GREEN— Mr.  President,  that  is  all  right 
with  me. 

The  first  preamble  was  amended  so  as  to  read, 
"Whereas,  it  has  been  reported  that  the  Presi- 
dent," etc.,  and  the  question  came  on  the  passage 
of  the  preambles  and  orders  as  amended. 

Coun.  WILSON— Mr.  President,  I  would  like 
to  have  that  read  again.  I  perhaps  suffer  under 
the  illusion  that  the  President  of  the  United  States 
has  some  influence  with  the  Navy  Department. 

The  clerk  read  the  preambles  and  orders  as 
amended. 

Coun.  WILSON — Mr.  President,  I  have  every 
admiration  for  the  President  of  the  United  States. 
I  realize  that  the  question  of  providing  money  to 
pay  the  men  in  the  navy  yard  will  undoubtedly 
come  up  before  Congress.  I  realize,  further,  that 
if  the  Charlestown  Navy  Yard  is  closed  it  will  be 
because  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  acts  on  the 
recommendation  of  the  President — for  whom,  I 
repeat,  I  have  the  highest  admiration.  It  seems 
to  me  if  the  preamble  reads  "Whereas,  it  has  been 
reported  that  the  President,"  and  so  on,  there 
can  be  no  objection  to  it. 

Coun.  GREEN — Mr.  President,  the  reason  why 
I  agreed  to  that  was  that  I  did  not  want  to  place 
my  Republican  brethren  in  an  embarrassing  posi- 
tion. I  wished  to  be  broadminded  and,  therefore, 
I  agreed  with  the  councilor  from  the  Back  Bay 
(Coun.  Arnold). 

Coun.  ARNOLD — Mr.  President,  my  objection 
was  entirely  a  non-political  one.  I  am  not  here 
as  representing  the  Republican  or  any  other  party. 
I  was  elected  on  a  non-partisan  platform  in  a  non- 
partisan election,  and  I  emphasize  the  fact  that  1 
have  never  been  here  during  my  six  years  as  a 
partisan.  I  believed  that  the  reference  to  the 
President's  position  was  too  strong,  the  resolution 
stating,  as  I  heard  it,  that  the  President  had 
recommended  the  abolition  of  the  Charlestown 
Navy  Yard.  I  do  not  believe  he  has  done  so.  I 
believe  we  should  bear  in  mind  the  facts  in  matters 
of  this  kind.  I  am  in  entire  sympathy  with  my 
colleague  in  this  matter,  as  I  am  with  the  other 
gentleman  from  Dorchester  who  introduced  a 
similar  resolution  previously  today.  There  is  no 
one  in  Boston  but  has  the  same  idea  in  mind.  But 
I  simply  wished  the  resolutions  to  express  the  facts. 

Coun.  DOWD— Mr.  President,  let  us  be  a  little 
frank  with  ourselves.  We  all  know  what  the 
situation  in  Washington  is,  so  far  as  the  President 
is  concerned.  It  is  the  same  there  as  it  is  here 
with  the  Mayor  of  Boston.  We  all  know  here 
that  the  Mayor  of  Boston  has  something  to  say 
in  regard  to  the  position  of  the  department  heads, 
and  that  no  department  head  will  do  a  thing  until 
the  Mayor  orders  him  to  do  it.  The  same  tiling 
applies  in  the  United  States  Government.  If  the 
Secretary  of  the  Navy  wants  to  close  the  navy 
yard,  and  the  President  says,  "Don't  close  it,"  it 
will  not  be  closed.  We  have  all  been  in  the  political 
game  long  enough  to  know  that.  So  I  say  the 
proper  place  to  put  the  blame,  if  the  navy  yard 
is  closed,  is  on  the  shoulders  of  the  President  of 
the  United  States. 

The    preambles    and    order    as    amended    were 

ADVANCE   OF   PAY    DAY,   POLICE 
DIVISION    14. 
Coun.  HEIN  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  City  Treasurer  be  requested, 
through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,   to  advance  three 
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days,  from  Monday  to  Friday,  the  pay  day  for 
Police  Division  14,  Brighton. 

Coun.  RUBY — Mr.  President,  not  living  in  the 
district  where  Police  Station  14  is,  but  having  in 
Dorchester  Police  Stations  5,  11  and  19,  I  would 
like  to  have  the  councilor  explain  the  reason  for 
proposing  this  action  in  regard  to  Station  14  and 
not  for  any  of  the  other  divisions  throughout  the 
entire  city. 

Coun.  HEIN — Originally  the  men  in  Station  14 
were  paid  on  Monday,  and  then  the  day  was 
changed  to  Friday.  This  simply  requests  the  City 
Treasurer  to  change  back  to  Monday  again. 

Coun.  RUBY — Mr.  President,  does  the  coun- 
cilor know  whether  that  change  is  effective  in  every 
other  station,  or  whether  it  simply  applies  to 
Station  14? 

Coun.  HEIN — Mr.  President,  I  am  only  inter- 
ested in  Station  14. 

Coun.  RUBY — Mr.  President,  that  is  hardly 
a  fair  answer  to  the  other  twenty-one  members  of 
this  Council.  We  are  asked  as  representatives 
interested  in  the  entire  city,  representing  our 
respective  districts,  to  pass  this  order  which  con- 
cerns merely  one  police  station.  If  this  is  a  matter 
that  affects  all  the  police  districts  from  1  to  21, 
outside  of  merely  Station  14,  and  if  it  should  be 
remedied  in  all  those  districts,  it  seems  to  me  it  is  a 
subject  for  one  order,  and  that  we  should  have 
such  an  order.  I  ask,  therefore,  that  this  order 
be  referred  to  executive  session,  so  that  we  may 
ascertain  whether  it  affects  Stations  5,  11  and  19, 
and  other  sections  in  the  City  of  Boston,  as  well  as 
Station  14. 

Coun.  HEIN — Mr.  President,  before  the  present 
system  went  into  effect  the  men  in  Station  14  were 
being  paid  on  Monday,  and  this  order  merely  asks 
that  the  time  be  changed  back  to  Monday,  as  that 
is  much  more  convenient  for  them  in  various  ways. 

Coun.  GALLAGHER— Mr.  President,  being 
more  or  less  familiar  with  the  matter,  I  will  say 
that  the  policemen  of  Brighton  had  become  used 
to  the  other  time  of  payment,  and  that  the  present 
system  inconveniences  them.  It  is  a  matter  of 
convenience  to  the  policemen  of  Brighton.  The 
present  system,  in  connection  with  their  purchases 
and  so  on,  discommodes  them. 

Coun.  RUBY — Mr.  President,  I  don't  want  to  be 
misunderstood  in  this  matter.  May  I  ask  the 
councilor  to  incorporate  in  the  order  as  an  amend- 
ment the  words  "and  such  other  divisions  as  may 
have  been  affected  by  the  change"? 

President  McGRATH— The  matter  will  be  re- 
ferred to  the  Executive  Committee. 

The  order  was  referred  to  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee. 


ILLUMINATION    ALONG    WHITE    STREET 
PLACE. 

Coun.  DONOVAN  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,    That    the    Commissioner    of    Public 
Works    be    requested,    through    his    Honor    the 
Mayor,    to   provide   adequate   illumination   along 
White  Street  place. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


REPORT    OF     COMMITTEE     ON     CLAIMS. 

Coun.  BUSH,  for  the  Committee  on  Claims, 
submitted  report  on  petition  of  Arthur  V.  Fraher 
(referred  October  19)  for  reimbursement  for  judg- 
ment brought  against  him  on  account  of  his  acts 
as  a  police  officer,  recommending  passage  of 
following  order,  viz.: 

Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  five  hundred  forty- 
seven  dollars  and  forty  cents  be  allowed  and  paid 
to  Arthur  V.  Fraher  for  expenses  incurred  by  him 
in  the  settlement  of  an  action  brought  against  him 
on  account  of  his  acts  as  a  member  of  the  Police 
Department,  said  sum  to  be  charged  to  the  Reserve 
Fund. 

Coun.  FITZGERALD— Mr.  President,  1  would 
like  to  ask  the  chairman  of  the  committee  to 
explain  to  the  Council  what  this  police  officer 
was  reimbursed  for. 

Coun.  BUSH — Mr.  President,  this  was  an 
action  brought  in  court,  a  tort  claim,  judgment 
was  rendered  against  the  officer  and  an  execution 
was  issued  against  him.  It  is  now  proposed, 
under  the  statute,  that  the  city  reimburse  the 
officer  for  the  payment  under  that  judgment. 
Otherwise,  it  will  be  collected  from  his  pay. 

Coun.  FITZGERALD— Mr.  President,  I  would 


like  to  find  out  why  this  action  was  brought  against 
this  officer.  What  was  the  purpose?  What  did 
he  do? 

Coun.  BUSH — I  don't  recall  just  what  it  was, 
but  on  a  previous  occasion  we  had  the  same  sort 
of  claim  here  and  the  question  was  asked  and  1 
referred  to  the  chapter  and  section.  The  coun- 
cilor will  find  that,  if  he  will  look  back  in  the 
minutes. 

Coun.  FITZGERALD— I  understand  that 
part  of  it,  but  I  want  to  find  out  what  the  officer 
did.     It  might  have  been  his  own  fault. 

Coun.  BUSH  (quoting  from  letter  from  M.  A. 
Costello,  Assistant  Corporation  Counsel,  to 
Corporation  Counsel  Silverman,  under  date  of 
October  13,  1931)— 

"  This  is  a  claim  filed  by  a  police  officer  for  indem- 
nity for  liability  incurred  by  him  as  a  police  officer 
in  the  performance  of  his  duty. 

"On  April  24,  1927,  while  engaged  in  the  per- 
formance of  his  duty  his  motorcycle  struck  one 
Arensberg,  a  pedestrian,  on  Columbia  road,  near 
the  intersection  of  Intervale  street.  Suit  was 
brought  by  said  Arensberg  in  the  Superior  Court 
for  the  County  of  Suffolk.  Subsequently,  Arens- 
berg died  and  the  suit  was  prosecuted  by  Helen 
Arensberg,  duly  appointed  administratrix.  A 
verdict  was  rendered  against  this  claimant  for 
S500  and  $45.40  costs,  and  execution  issued  for 
S547.40. 

"In  this  case  I  recommend  that  Officer  Fraher 
be  indemnified  in  the  sum  of  S547.40  as  requested 
and  as  recommended  by  the  Police  Commissioner 
in  letter  attached. 

"Yours  truly, 

"  M.  A.  Costello, 
"Assistant  Corporation  Counsel." 

And  here  is  a  letter  from  the  Police  Commis- 
sioner, addressed  to  the  Corporation  Counsel  of 
the  City  of  Boston: 

"Dear  Sir, — In  reply  to  a  letter  dated  October  1, 
from  Mary  A.  Costello,  Assistant  Corporation 
Counsel,  relative  to  the  claim  of  Arthur  V.  Fraher, 
police  officer  of  this  department,  asking  that  he 
be  indemnified  for  liability  incurred  by  him  while 
in  the  performance  of  police  duty,  inasmuch  as 
this  liability  was  incurred  by  Patrolman  Fraher 
while  he  was  in  the  performance  of  his  duty  as  a 
police  officer,  1  recommend  that  he  be  reimbursed 
by  the  City  of  Boston. 

"  Very  truly  yours, 

"E.  C.  Hultman, 
"Police  Commissioner." 

Coun.  FITZGERALD— Mr.  President,  my  pur- 
pose in  making  the  inquiry  was  simply  in  order 
to  ascertain  the  facts.  Of  course,  police  officers 
should  not  be  allowed  to  assault  people,  run  them 
down  while  going  through  the  streets.  ^\  e 
find  here  that  the  person  struck  lost  his  life.  A\  ell. 
S547  is  a  very  small  amount  to  give  a  man's  family 
when  his  life  is  lost.  We  don't  know  whether 
this  officer  was  simply  racing  through  the  streets 
at  a  tremendous  rate  of  speed  without  any  par- 
ticular object,  or  whether  he  was  pursuing  a  crim- 
inal. We  don't  know  anything  about  it,  and  it  is 
not  stated.  It  is  only  within  the  last  couple  of 
years  that  1  have  noticed  these  things  going  through 
the  Council.  Formerly  they  came  up  before  the 
Legislature  and  they  had  hard  work  getting  them 
by  up  there.  In  fact,  1  don't  know  of  any  case 
where  one  did  get  by.  They  were  always  defeated. 
Through  some  clever  work  they  had  this  law 
passed.  Let  it  be  known  that  these  men  cannot 
run  down  citizens,  that  they  cannot  take  things 
into  their  own  hands  in  the  way  that  they  some- 
times do.  But  if  in  the  ordinary  course  of  pro- 
cedure the  Law  Department  is  simply  going  to 
approve  claims  and  the  City  Council  pass  them, 
it  gives  these  officers  a  free  hand  to  terrorize  and 
do  as  they  see  fit.  I  think  before  we  vote  on  this 
matter  we  ought  to  have  all  the  facts  before  us — 
whether  he  was  pursuing  a  criminal  in  the  per- 
formance of  his  duty,  or  whether  he  was  speeding, 
on  his  own  account  in  a  mad  rush,  when  there 
was  no  need  for  it.  Then,  when  we  have  the 
facts  before  us,  the  City  Council  can  act  intelli- 
gently. But  I,  for  one,  do  not  propose  to  vote 
for  this  without  further  information. 

Coun.  BUSH — Mr.  President,  1  will  call  the 
attention  of  the  councilor  from  the  West  End 
(Coun.  Fitzgerald)  to  the  fact  that  this  matter 
was  settled  by  a  court  of  competent  jurisdiction, 
a  judgment  rendered,  and  an  execution  issued 
against  the  officer,  and  certainly  a  court  of  com- 
petent j  urisdiction  is  much  more  able  to  determine 
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whether  the  police  officer  was  at  fault  and  the 
defendant  entitled  to  reimbursement  than  this 
Council  ever  could  be. 

Coun.  WILSON— Mr.  President,  I  may  be 
laboring  under  a  misapprehension,  but  1  think 
we  are  wasting  a  lot  of  time  here.  I  believe  the 
Committee  on  Claims  has  passed  upon  the  matter, 
and  that  its  findings  should  prevail.  I  am  glad 
this  particular  claim  came  up  today,  under  the 
very  act  to  which  I  have  already  referred  in 
connection  with  an  order  that  1  earlier  introduced, 
chapter  458  of  the  Acts  of  this  year,  which  was 
signed  by  the  Governor  June  10,  1931.  There  are 
many  instances  where  a  police  officer  pursuing  a 
criminal,  and  acting  in  the  performance  of  his 
duty,  may  injure  an  innocent  bystander,  and 
unless  some  such  action  as  this,  reimbursing 
him,  is  taken,  he  has  no  redress.  He  is  receiving, 
we  will  say,  $1,800  a  year,  and  a  judgment  of  this 
sort  rendered  against  him  becomes  a  very  serious 
thing.  The  purpose  of  chapter  458  of  the  Acts 
of  1931  is  to  enable  the  City  of  Boston,  in  connec- 
tion with  its  vehicles,  to  protect  the  innocent 
bystander  who  may  be  struck  by  a  vehicle  travel- 
ing faster  than  the  law  allows,  and  also  to  protect 
the  officer  who  is  acting  in  the  performance  of  his 
duty. 

Coun.  FITZGERALD— Mr.  President,  I  under- 
stand this  matter.  I  understand  perfectly  well 
that  the  court  found  that  this  police  officer  was  at 
fault.  I  perfectly  understand  that.  But  I  don't 
know  why  we  should  reimburse  him  if  he  was  at 
fault.  There  was  a  police  officer  in  Station  16  a 
short  while  ago  who  ran  down  an  innocent  by- 
stander, and  the  officer  was  dismissed  and  then 
the  commissioner  almost  immediately  ordered  his 
reinstatement,  and  I  suppose  later  on  we  will  be 
asked  to  reimburse  him.  This  man,  sworn  in  the 
performance  of  his  duty  to  protect  the  life,  limb 
and  property  of  our  citizens,  under  the  influence  of 
liquor,  driving  through  the  streets,  ran  down  an 
innocent  bystander,  and  still  he  has  been  excused 
and  is  now  on  his  tour  of  duty.  I  understand  these 
things  perfectly  well,  Mr.  President,  and  I  have 
had  occasion  to  fight  some  of  these  cases.  We 
have  to  be  careful  to  let  these  men  not  feel  that 
they  can  do  just  as  they  please,  and  after  they  are 
brought  into  court  and  a  judgment  is  rendered 
against  them  that  they  can  go  to  the  City  Council 
and  be  reimbursed,  the  money  being  taken  out  of 
our  taxpayers.  These  men,  who  are  getting  a 
pretty  good  salary,  should  realize,  when  they  are 
at  fault  and  a  judgment  is  rendered  against  them, 
that  they  must  pay  a  certain  amount  of  their 
salary  until  the  claim  is  satisfied.  Judge  Bolster 
in  one  case  that  was  brought  before  him  ordered 
the  man  to  be  detained  in  the  Charles  Street  Jail 
until  a  $400  judgment  against  him  was  satisfied, 
demanded  that  the  amount  be  produced  in  court, 
and  then  the  money  was  furnished.  I  understand 
these  cases  perfectly  well.  We  are  very  generous 
in  reimbursing  these  police  officers  where  they  do 
things  that  they  shouldn't  do.  If  you  want  to 
do  that  sort  of  thing,  well  and  good.  But  I 
understand  these  cases  perfectly  well. 

Coun.  BUSH — Mr.  President,  I  can  see  the 
councilor's  point,  but  what  he  proposes  would  be 
in  effect  to  punish  a  police  officer,  and  that  is  not 
going  to  help  the  poor  innocent  bystander  who  got 
injured.  We  are  all  familiar  with  the  law  that  in 
cases  involving  injury  to  people  through  the 
negligence  of  employees  of  the  city,  those  injured 
cannot  recover  if  the  department  or  the  particular 
person  is  performing  a  governmental  function  for 
the  benefit  of  the  public — such  as  an  injury  done 
by  an  employee  of  the  Sanitary  Department  in 
the  collection  of  ashes  or  garbage.  If  a  sanitary 
truck  strikes  a  person  and  injures  him,  or  damages 
his  property,  there  is  no  redress  in  the  courts  and 
no  liability  of  any  kind,  because  the  theory  of  the 
law  is  that  you  cannot  sue  the  sovereign.  But 
they  have  a  right  to  sue  in  certain  cases,  such  as  a 
highway  defect  where  notice  is  given,  and  the 
individual  is  allowed  to  collect.  And  in  the  case 
of  the  Fire  and  Police  Departments,  although  no 
suit  can  be  brought  against  the  city  or  the  depart- 
ment because  of  damage  done  by  a  fire  or  police 
truck,  they  do  allow  a  circuitous  form  of  action, 
whereby  suit  is  brought  against  the  driver  of  the 
police  or  fire  truck,  and  then,  if  a  judgment  is 
obtained  against  the  driver  for  negligence,  the 
Legislature  has  allowed  the  city  to  reimburse  the 
driver.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  the  driver  of  that 
truck  does  not  receive  the  money  himself.  It  is  a 
sort  of  fiction  to  avoid  circuity  of  action,  and 
instead  of  his  getting  the  money  himself  the  city 
pays  it  over  to  the  claimant  when  the  judgment  is 


rendered.  Of  course,  if  this  is  voted  down,  if  the 
City  Council  refuses  to  approve  the  payment  of 
that  claim,  it  can  be  collected  from  the  officer 
through  a  small  amount  per  week.  But  I  am  not 
so  much  concerned  with  the  financial  arrangements 
of  the  thing  as  I  am  that  the  person  injured  shall 
receive  compensation  for  the  injury  he  has  received 
through  no  fault  of  his  own  at  the  hands  of  an 
agent  of  the  city.  And  there  are  many  other 
ways  in  which  a  police  officer  can  be  punished,  if 
he  is  negligent  in  the  performance  of  his  duty, 
besides  the  punishment  that  would  be  meted 
out  by  the  councilor. 

Cbun.  WILSON— Mr.  President,  I  think  in 
fairness  to  police  officers  we  should  not  lose  sight 
of  the  fact  that  the  injury  to  the  bystander  may 
have  happened  absolutely  without  negligence  on 
anybody's  part.  An  officer  is,  of  course,  in  the 
performance  of  his  duty  allowed  by  law  to  maintain 
a  speed  that  would  not  be  allowed  to  vehicles 
driven  by  others.  Of  course,  we  cannot  hold 
down  a  motorcycle  officer  pursuing  a  criminal 
to  a  speed  of  twenty  miles  an  hour,  and  an  officer 
pursuing  a  criminal  and  killing  an  innocent  man 
might  not  be  worth  enough  financially,  even  if  he 
were  technically  held  responsible,  to  recompense 
the  family  of  the  dead  man.  Therefore,  not  only 
in  the  interest  of  protecting  the  officer  who  is 
acting  fairly  in  the  performance  of  his  duty  but, 
as  the  councilor  has  already  pointed  out,  in  order 
to  give  the  only  avenue  of  remuneration  to  the 
family  of  the  man  who  was  killed,  I  believe  such 
an  order  should  pass. 

The  report  was  accepted  and  the  order  was 
passed. 


CONFIRMATION   OF   EXECUTIVE 
APPOINTMENTS. 

President  McGRATH  called  up,  under  unfin- 
ished business,  No.  1  on  the  calendar,  viz.: 

1.  Action  on  appointments  submitted  by  the 
Mayor  October  5,  1931,  of  John  Reardon,  Edward 
J.  Hynes  and  Harry  A.  Abelson,  to  be  Weighers  of 
Coal. 

The  question  came  on  confirmation.  Com- 
mittee, Coun.  Green  and  Hein.  Whole  number  of 
ballots  14,  yeas  14,  and  the  appointments  were 
confirmed. 


SALE   OF   LAND   IN   WEST   END. 

President  McGRATH  called  up,  under  unfin- 
ished business,  No.  2  on  the  calendar,  viz.: 

2.  Whereas,  The  City  of  Boston  is  the  present 
owner  of  property  situated  at  the  corner  of  North 
Grove  street  and  Fruit  street,  in  said  City  of  Bos- 
ton, and  is  also  the  owner  of  property  situated  on 
the  northwesterly  side  of  said  North  Grove  street, 
between  Fruit  street  and  Cambridge  street,  and 
formerly  used  as  an  engine  house  of  the  Boston 
Fire  Department  and  now  in  use  by  the  Sheriff  of 
Suffolk  County;  and 

Whereas,  About  22,800  square  feet  of  land  with 
a  frontage  of  about  162  feet  on  said  North  Grove 
street,  with  the  buildings  thereon,  are  no  longer 
needed  for  public  purposes,  and  about  2,000  square 
feet  of  land,  with  the  building  thereon,  and  for- 
merly used  as  an  engine  house  of  the  Boston  Fire 
Department,  as  aforesaid,  with  a  frontage  of  about 
40  feet  on  said  North  Grove  street,  are  no  longer 
needed  for  public  purposes;  and 

Whereas,  The  Massachusetts  General  Hospital, 
a  corporation  duly  organized  under  the  laws  of  the 
Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts  and  having  an 
usual  place  of  business  in  Boston  in  said  Common- 
wealth, desire  to  purchase  for  hospital  purposes 
the  above  described  parcels  of  land  with  the 
buildings  thereon; 

Now,  therefore,  it  is  hereby  ordered,  That  his 
Honor  the  Mayor  be,  and  he  hereby  is,  authorized 
to  affix  the  corporate  seal  of  the  City  of  Boston 
and  to  sign  in  the  name  and  behalf  of  said  City 
of  Boston  an  instrument  in  writing,  satisfactory  in 
form  to  the  Law  Department  of  the  said  City  of 
Boston,  wherein  the  said  City  of  Boston  grants  to 
the  said  Massachusetts  General  Hospital  about 
22,800  square  feet  of  land  with  the  buildings  there- 
on situated  in  said  Boston  on  the  southerly  side  of 
Fruit  street  and  on  the  northwesterly  side  of  North 
Grove  street,  at  the  corner  of  said  streets,  and 
having  a  frontage  of  about  162  feet  on  North 
Grove  street,  and  wherein  the  said  City  of  Boston 
also  grants  to  the  said  Massachusetts  General 
Hospital  about  2,000  square  feet  of  land  situated 
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on  the  northwesterly  side  of  said  North  Grove 
street,  between  Fruit  street  and  Cambridge  street, 
and  having  a  frontage  of  about  40  feet  on  the  said 
North  Grove  street,  together  with  the  building 
thereon  which  was  formerly  used  as  an  engine 
house  of  the  Fire  Department  of  the  City  of 
Boston  as  aforesaid. 

And  it  is  further  ordered,  That  his  Honor  the 
Mayor  be,  and  he  hereby  is,  authorized  to  deliver 
the  said  written  instrument  to  the  said  Massa- 
chusetts General  Hospital,  conveying  the  land  and 
buildings  above  described  to  it  upon  the  payment 
to  the  said  City  of  Boston  by  the  Massachusetts 
General  Hospital  of  six-  dollars  per  square  foot  for 
the  Baid  land  with  the  buildings  thereon. 

On  October  5,  1931.  the  foregoing  order  was 
read  once  and  passed,  yeas  17,  nays  3. 

The  question  came  on  giving  the  orders  their 
second  and  final  reading  and  passage. 

Coun.  FITZGERALD— Mr.  President,  in 
reference  to  this  order  which  is  now  before  the 
Council  for  its  second  and  final  reading,  having 
been  assured  after  a  conference  that  the  city 
stables  will  be  replaced  within  the  confines  of  the 
North  and  West  End,  and  that  contract  labor 
will  not  be  used  in  the  collection  of  garbage  and 
ashes,  I  now  withdraw  my  opposition.  However, 
I  still  reserve  my  opinions  that  the  land  is  not 
needed  by  the  Massachusetts  General  Hospital, 
that  they  now  have  under  their  charge  vacant 
land  which  covers  more  ground  than  our  present 
Boston  Common  which  is  not  used  for  hospital 
purposes,  and  at  least  in  part  for  parking  space 
and  as  tennis  courts.  It  is  only  the  desire  of  one 
or  two  individuals  connected  with  said  hospital 
who  have  for  years  nourished  the  thought  that 
some  day  this  land  will  be  theirs.  Also,  in  these 
days  of  depression,  when  it  is  so  hard  to  get 
money,  people  should  not  be  called  upon  to  con- 
tribute money  to  buy  land  which  is  needless  at 
this  time,  when  the  money  could  be  put  to  better 
use  for  the  sick  and  infirm. 

Coun.  DOWD — Mr.  President,  I  cannot  agree 
with  the  councilor  from  the  West  End  (Coun. 
Fitzgerald)  and  I  am  absolutely  going  to  vote 
against  the  order,  because  I  feel  today  as  I  felt 
two  weeks  ago,  that  the  assurances  of  anyone  in 
the  present  administration,  as  I  have  pointed  out 
for  the  last  year  and  a  half,  to  my  mind  would 
not  be  satisfactory.  I  contended  two  weeks  ago, 
and  still  contend,  that  the  purchase  of  this  yard 
and  the  abolition  of  the  yard  in  that  section  will 
mean  that  the  territory  there  will  be  put  under 
contract  labor;  that  the  few  hundred  men  there 
possibly  will  not  be  discharged,  but  will  be  put 
to  work  in  other  parts  of  the  city  to  take  the  place 
of  men  who  have  been  pensioned  off  or  who  have 
died.  I  further  contend  that  the  prices  submitted 
to  the  Council  two  weeks  ago  by  Councilor  Fitz- 
gerald, if  they  were  correct  then,  must  be  correct 
now,  and  I  can  see  no  logical  reason  why  any 
man  should  change  his  vote  within  a  period  of 
two  weeks,  under  the  circumstances.  Councilor 
Fitzgerald  produced  facts  and  figures  which  I 
considered  convincing,  and  I  am  not  today  going 
to  change  my  vote  on  this  order,  because  I  still 
feel  that  the  men  employed  there  will  be  placed 
to  work  in  other  parts  of  the  city  to  fill  vacancies 
that  should  have  been  filled  in  the  last  fifteen 
months  and  which  never  have  been  filled.  I 
further  contend,  again,  that  if  the  prices  that  the 
councilor  from  the  West  End  gave  to  the  Council 
two  weeks  ago  were  correct,  they  must  be  correct 
now.  For  that  reason,  I  cannot  allow  myself  to 
change  my  vote. 

Coun.  FITZGERALD— Mr.  President,  I  do 
not  retract  anything  I  said  at  the  previous  meet- 
ing with  reference  to  prices  or  anything  else. 
But  I  made  my  fight  the  best  I  could.  No  words  of 
mine  could  then  change  the  position  of  the  Coun- 
cil or  can  change  it  now.  Feeling  that  I  represent 
the  district  and  that  it  is  my  duty  to  do  the  best 
I  can  for  the  people,  I  was  for  the  yard.  Having 
been  given  assurances  that  it  would  be  replaced, 
I  withdraw  my  opposition.  The  councilor,  of 
course,  is  welcome  to  his  opinion.  As  to  the 
price,  I  do  not  withdraw  anything  I  said  on  that 
occasion.  Acting  for  the  best  interests  of  the 
district  1  represent,  I  made  my  stand  at  the  last 
meeting,  stating  that  I  would  not  oppose  the 
order  if  we  were  given  satisfactory  assurances. 
All  these  things  were  compromises,  and  I  got  the 
best  I  could  get,  and  the  fact  is  that  no  vote  here 
could  be  changed  outside  of  the  three  votes  of 
Kelly,  Dowd  and  Fitzgerald.  Rather  than  lose 
everything.  I  am  willing  to  compromise  at  this 
time,  being  given  these  assurances.     I  don't  know 


how  they  can  back  out  of  it,  because  it  will  be  a 
matter  of  public  record.  I  feel,  therefore,  after 
talking  with  a  large  number  of  the  people  I  repre- 
sent there,  property  owners  and  a  large  number 
of  residents,  that  this  is  the  best  they  can  expect. 
Of  course,  it  is  the  duty  of  the  councilors  here  to 
stand  by  the  local  representatives.  The  Council 
was  organized  on  the  basis  of  local  representation. 
The  Legislature  gave  us  that  status  and  the 
people  voted  on  it.  As  a  local  representative,  1 
am  going  to  accept  the  best  I  can  get  for  the 
people  of  mv  section. 

Coun.  DOWD — Mr.  President,  when  the 
gentleman  talks  about  assurances  of  the  adminis- 
tration, we  had  the  assurances  of  the  present  ad- 
ministration, when  we  had  the  half  million  dollars 
for  the  Hyde  Park  golf  links  before  us,  that  they 
were  going  to  be  built  by  day  labor  and  that  three 
hundred  to  four  hundred  men  would  be  employed 
there.  What  happened?  There  were  only  sixty- 
two  men  employed  there,  and  immediately  upon 
our  passing  the  order,  despite  the  fact  that  we 
had  the  assurance  of  the  Park  Commissioner  to 
that  effect,  what  was  the  result?  They  turned 
the  thing  over  to  a  contractor,  and  that  work  is 
now  being  done  under  contract. 

Coun.  WILSON— Mr.  President,  having 
attended  the  meetings  with  reference  to  the  golf 
course  order,  I  will  state  that  I  am  certainly  under 
the  impression  that  at  no  time  did  the  Park  Com- 
missioner guarantee  or  even  intimate  that  such  a 
project  as  the  entire  golf  course  would  be  carried 
out  with  day  labor.  In  fact,  if  my  memory 
serves  me  correctly,  he  stated  to  the  entire  Council 
— or  to  the  members  who  did  attend  on  the  visit 
to  the  golf  course  location — that  the  clearing  of  the 
land  for  the  golf  course,  involving  certain  manual 
labor,  would  be  done  by  day  labor,  but  that  the 
technical  completion  of  the  golf  course  itself  would 
be  done  by  contract;  and  on  that  wet  day  when 
the  Council  made  the  trip  to  the  location  at  Hyde 
Park  there  were  certainly  more  than  sixty-two 
men  at  work  on  that  particular  day. 

Coun.  KELLY — Mr.  President,  being  one  of  the 
"no"  men  two  weeks  ago,  after  the  matter  was 
explained  by  the  councilor  from  the  West  End, 
who  now  sees  fit  to  change  his  vote,  I  am  going 
to  be  consistent  and  still  vote  not  to  sell  a  city 
yard  in  any  section  of  Boston.  1  think  such  sale 
is  almost  as  criminal  as  the  sale  of  a  playground. 
1  have  seen  this  Council  vote  to  sell  land  used  as  a 
playground  in  order  to  enrich  certain  people 
whom  I  will  not  name.  Of  course,  I  am  surprised, 
greatly  surprised,  to  see  the  councilor  from  the 
West  End,  in  whose  district  this  yard  is  located, 
after  stating  his  position  as  clearly  as  he  did  at  the 
last  meeting  and  with  full  knowledge  of  the  facts, 
setting  up  here  today  and  retracting  his  vote. 
We  had  quite  some  discussion  of  the  matter  at 
our  last  meeting.  He  presented  to  us  facts  and 
figures  that  would  lead  any  free-minded  and  free- 
thinking  councilor  to  vote  against  the  order,  and 
he  got  three  votes  against  it  at  that  time.  I  see 
no  reason  now  for  changing  my  vote.  So  far  as 
the  position  of  the  councilor  from  the  West  End 
is  concerned,  1  hope  it  is  not  changed  because 
election  time  is  getting  near  and  he  may  fear  the 
opposition  of  the  Mayor  down  stairs,  unless  he 
retracts  his  vote.  Certainly  in  my  case  I  will 
not  retract  the  vote  I  gave  at  the  last  meeting 
against  this  order,  and  I  don't  care  what  opposition 
may  be  stirred  up  against  me  in  the  community 
because  of  the  action  I  take  here.  A  little  two- 
for-five-cent  paper  has  iust  come  out  against  me. 
the  Boston  Review,  on  the  first  page,  and  took  up 
considerable  space  on  page  8,  slandering  me  for 
my  stand  in  behalf  of  the  people.  Of  course,  we 
know  that  Dick  Howard  up  there  and  his  emis- 
saries and  missionaries  can  be  purchased  for  five 
cents.  I  say  that,  and  it  cannot  be  contradicted. 
They  are  two-for-five-cents  grafters.  With  a 
little  contribution  they  could  have  been  kept 
friendly,  but  they  didn't  get  it  and  they  never 
will  get  it.  Last  week  they  also  started  on  Dowd. 
It  is  Kelly  this  week,  and  next  week  it  is  a  toss 
up  whether  it  will  be  Fitzgerald  or  Norton.  I 
say  in  all  fairness  that  1  don't  think  any  candidate 
needs  to  be  concerned  because  of  the  Mayor's 
opposition,  because  I  think  that  is  the  greatest 
asset  that  any  candidate  for  re-election  can  have. 
So  far  as  my  election  is  concerned,  they  have  got 
the  king  of  them  all,  Bill  McMasters,  to  try  to 
unseat  me  in  Ward  15,  but  Ward  15  cannot  and 
will  not  be  fooled.  I  defy  such  two-for-five-cent 
papers  as  the  Boston  Review,  who  can  be  pur- 
chased for  a  ten-cent  piece,  to  say  what  they  like 
about  me.     And  I  don't  care  what  other  papers 
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may  say,  as  it  is  rumored  that  some  may  say 
something  against  me.  I  have  made  the  people's 
fight  for  two  years,  and  they  are  going  to  send 
me  back.  I  am  going  to  be  consistent  in  the 
position  I  take  on  different  matters  in  this  body. 
I  don't  want  to  see  a  yard  in  my  district  sold,  and 
I  don't  want  to  see  a  playground  sold.  There 
are  too  few  of  them  as  it  is,  and  I  am  going  to 
stay  true  to  the  people  of  my  district  as  well  as  to 
the  people  of  Boston. 

Coun.  BUSH — Mr.  President,  in  reference  to 
what  the  councilor  from  Ward  8  (Coun.  Dowd) 
has  stated  about  the  Park  Commissioner's  reference 
to  day  labor  on  the  Hyde  Park  golf  course,  on 
March  2,  1931,  when  the  loan  order  for  the  Hyde 
Park  golf  course  was  before  us,  1  was  asked  by  one 
of  the  councilors  a  question  in  regard  to  day  labor 
being  employed  on  the  golf  course,  and  in  my 
reply,  which  appears  on  page  88  of  the  record,  1 
stated: 

"I  was,  however,  informed  by  the  Park  Com- 
missioner that  day  labor  would  be  employed 
wherever  it  was  possible  and  as  long  as  it  was  pos- 
sible to  do  so  without  detriment  to  the  city;  that  if 
the  entire  job  was  to  be  done  by  inexperienced  day 
labor  nobody  could  estimate  how  much  it  might 
cost  the  city,  but  he  said  he  would  keep  well 
within  the  appropriation  if  permitted  to  let  out  a 
certain  amount  of  the  work  by  contract." 

The  Park  Commissioner  never  said  that  the 
entire  job  would  be  done  by  day  labor,  at  all. 
He  said  he  would  try  to  use  day  labor  wherevei 
it  was  possible  to  do  so.  So  far  as  this  particular 
order  is  concerned,  in  reference  to  the  selling 
of  this  city  yard,  1  feel  that  it  is  a  tempest  in  a 
teapot.  Certainly,  if  -there  was  an  attempt  to 
put  a  city  yard  in  my  ward,  1  would  fight  it  tooth 
and  nail.  I  cannot  understand  why  anybody 
should  want  it  in  their  ward.  I  know  that  such 
a  place  is  a  necessity  and  that  they  have  got  to 
have  it  somewhere,  but  I  certainly  wouldn't  want 
it  in  my  ward. 

Coun.  DOWD — Mr.  President,  the  councilor 
from  the  ward  adjoining  mine  in  Roxbury  has 
read  into  the  record  a  statement,  which  he  says 
was  made  to  him  by  Commissioner  Long,  that  day 
labor  would  be  used  as  far  as  possible.  But, 
strangely  enough,  as  soon  as  he  got  the  money 
the  thing  was  advertised  and  the  whole  thing  was 
given  to  a  contractor.  As  far  as  what  was  really 
said  is  concerned,  I  recall  the  whole  thing  in 
executive  session,  and  if  the  councilor  will  come  up 
to  my  rally,  I  have  the  exact  data  and  record  of 
what  Mr.  Long  said  and  will  promise  him  an 
evening  of  real  entertainment. 

The  order  was  given  its  second  reading  and 
passage,  yeas  19,  nays  2: 

Yeas — Coun.  Arnold,  Bush,  Cox,  Curtis,  Don- 
ovan, Englert,  Fish,  Fitzgerald,  Gallagher,  Gleason, 
Green,  Hein,  Lynch,  McGrath,  Murray,  Norton, 
Power,  Ruby,  Wilson — 19. 

Nays — Coun.  Dowd,  Kelly — 2. 


LAND  FOR  SUFFOLK  COUNTY  JAIL  YARD. 

Coun.  FITZGERALD  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  requested 
to  confer  with  the  Sheriff  of  Suffolk  County 
with  a  view  to  taking,  before  it  is  conveyed  in 
whole  or  in  part  to  the  Massachusetts  General 
Hospital,  a  sufficient  part  of  the  land  now  owned 
by  the  City  of  Boston  and  occupied  by  the  Public 
Works  Department  on  North  Grove  and  Fruit 
streets,  to  be  used  as  a  jail  yard  for  the  Suffolk 
County  Jail,  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Sheriff 
of  Suffolk  County. 

Coun.  FITZGERALD— Mr.  President,  I  ask 
a  suspension  of  the  rule  for  the  passage  of  this 
order.  Probably  the  members  of  the  Council  are 
aware  that  the  widening  of  Cambridge  street  and 
the  circle  have  taken  away  considerable  land 
occupied  by  the  Charles  Street  Jail.  I  am  asking 
the  Mayor  and  Sheriff  to  confer  on  this  matter 
and  that  action  be  taken  by  the  City  of  Boston 
through  the  Law  Department  and  those  repre- 
senting the  hospital  so  that  a  sufficient  amount 
of  this  land  may  be  turned  over  to  the  Sheriff  for 
an  entrance  to  the  jail  and  to  make  up  for  the 
land  that  has  been  taken.  Of  course,  we  all  know 
that  many  poor  fellows  down  there  are  entitled 
to  the  use  of  a  proper  yard.  They  are  innocent 
until  their  trial  comes  and  they  are  found  guilty, 
and  they  are  entitled  to  decent  and  proper  treat- 
ment.    One  of  their  greatest  needs  is  exercise  in 


the  yard,  where  they  can  move  around  and  get 
a  chance  to  breathe  God's  fresh  air. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of    the 
rule. 


RESTORATION    OF    TWO-MAN    CAR 
SERVICE. 

Coun.  LYNCH  and  Coun.  MAHONEY  offered 
the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Board  of  Public  Trustees  of 
the  Boston  Elevated  Railway  be  requested, 
througli  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  restore  the  two-, 
man  car  service  on  Summer  street  and  Dorchester 
avenue. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


PROPOSED  ACCEPTANCE  OF  HUMPHREYS 
PLACE. 

Coun.   LYNCH  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,    That   the   Board   of   Street   Commis- 
sioners   be    requested,    through    his    Honor    the 
Mayor,  to  accept  and  lay  out  Humphreys  place, 
Ward  7,  as  a  public  highway. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


ELECTION  RETURNS. 

Coun.  LYNCH  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  City  Messenger  be  directed 
to  make  arrangements  for  receiving  election 
returns  on  the  day  of  the  city  election,  and  that 
Room  49  be  opened  on  the  evening  of  Baid  day 
for  the  announcement  of  the  returns,  the  expense 
attending  the  same  to  be  charged  to  the  appro- 
priation for  City  Council,  G-3,  Election  Returns. 
Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


RECESS. 

President  McGRATH,  at  3.39  p.  m.,  declared 
a  recess  subject  to  the  call  of  the  Chair.  The 
members  reassembled  in  the  Council  Chamber  and 
were  called  to  order  by  President  McGRATH  at 
4.49  p.  m. 


EXECUTIVE  COMMITTEE  REPORTS. 

Coun.  GALLAGHER,  for  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee, submitted  the  following  reports: 

1.  Report  on  message  of  Mayor  and  order  (re- 
ferred August  3)  for  revisions  and  additions  pro- 
posed by  Budget  Commissioner  in  the  County 
Compensation  and  Classification  Plans, — recom- 
mending that  the  said  order  as  amended  ought  to 
pass. 

Report  accepted;  said  order  passed. 

2.  Report  on  order  (referred  today)  that  the 
City  Council  accept  chapter  458  of  Acts  of  1931 
with  reference  to  indemnification  of  officers  and 
employees  of  City  of  Boston  for  damages  sustained 
on  account  of  operation  of  publicly  owned  motor 
vehicles, — that  same  ought  to  pass. 

Report  accepted;  said  order  passed. 

3.  Report  on  order  (referred  today)  that  the 
City  Treasurer  be  requested  to  advance  three  days, 
from  Monday  to  Friday,  the  pay  day  for  Police 
Division  14,  Brighton, — recommending  that  same 
ought  to  paBS. 

Report  accepted;  said  order  passed. 

4.  Report  on  petition  (referred  today)  of 
Lester  P.  Gould  for  children  under  fifteen  years 
of  age  to  appear  at  Greenwood  Community  School 
November  6, — that  leave  be  granted. 

Report  accepted;  leave  granted  under  usual 
conditions. 

5.  Report  on  message  from  Mayor  and  order 
(referred  today)  clearing  title  to  premises  at  45 
Winchester  street,  Boston, — recommending  pas- 
sage of  order. 

Report  accepted;  said  order  passed,  yeas  17, 
nays  0. 

6.  Report  on  message  from  Mayor  and  orders 
(referred  today)  for  transfers  within  departmental 
appropriations — recommending  passage  of  orders. 

Report  accepted;  said  orders  passed,  yeas  17, 
nays  0. 

7.  Report  on  message  of  Mayor  and  order 
(referred   today)   transferring  $8,000  of  appropria- 
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tion  for  Police  Department  for  investigation  of 
short  wave  radio  system — that  same  ought  to  pass. 

Coun.  CURTIS — Mr.  President,  I  am  in  favor 
of  an  investigation  being  made  of  this  thing  before 
going  ahead  with  the  work,  but  I  am  opposed  to 
the  order  in  its  present  form,  for  the  reason  that 
before  voting  $8,000  for  an  investigation  that  is 
going  to  take  six  months  I  would  like  a  little  further 
explanationas  to  why  a  sufficient  investigation 
cannot  be  made  in  less  time  and  for  less  money. 

Coun.  WILSON — Mr.  President,  I  am  in  favor 
of  the  broadcasting  system  that  has  been  referred 
to,  and  have  so  stated  publicly,  but  I  agree  with 
the  councilor  from  the  Back  Bay  in  his  position 
as  to  this  order  involving  the  expenditure  of  $8,000 
and  proposing  an  investigation  that  will  take  six 
months.  It  does  seem  as  though  some  organiza- 
tion like  the  Institute  of  Technology  might  do  it 
for  less  money  and  much  faster.  I  would  move, 
as  long  as  action  was  not  delayed  in  executive 
committee,  that  the  matter  be  laid  on  the  table 
until  the  next  meeting,  so  that  the  Police  Commis- 
sioner can  give  us  a  little  light  on  this  matter,  pos- 
sibly in  our  executive  session.  I  suppose  there  is 
no  objection  on  the  part  of  the  members  of  the 
Council  to  knowing  something  about  a  subject 
on  which  they  are  voting. 

Coun.  Wilson's  motion  to  lay  on  the  table  was 
declared  carried.  Coun.  RUBY  doubted  the  vote 
and  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays. 

The  motion  to  lay  on  the  table  was  lost,  yeas  7, 
nays  9: 

Yeas — Coun.  Curtis,  Dowd,  Gallagher,  Hein, 
Kelly,  Norton,  Wilson — 7. 

Nays — Coun.  Arnold,  Cox,  Donovan,  Englert, 
Fitzgerald,  Green,  McGrath,  Murray,  Ruby — 9. 

The  report  was  accepted,  and  the  question  came 
on  the  passage  of  the  order. 

Coun.  RUBY — Mr.  President,  I  cannot  under- 
stand— although  every  man  in  this  body  has  a 
right  to  his  own  individual  opinion — why  we 
should  be  disturbed  because  the  Police  Commis- 
sioner feels  that  he  should  have  this  amount  for 
an  investigation  into  the  question  before  deciding 
whether  the  proposed  system  is  superior  to  the 
System  employed  at  the  present  time.  I  don't 
see  why  we  should  object  to  the  head  of  a  depart- 
ment making  a  proper  investigation,  even  though 
the  cost  may  be  $8,000.  I  am  surprised  that 
any  members  of  the  Council,  who  have  voted  away 
thousands  and  thousands  of  dollars  for  traffic  sur- 
veys and  the  like  within  the  last  three  years,  from 
which  the  City  of  Boston  can  never  expect  the 
amount  of  benefit  that  a  survey  like  this,  costing 
$8,000,  may  accomplish,  should  object  to  the 
proposed  action.  There  is  no  question  in  any- 
body's mind  that  we  need  the  best  possible  system 
for  protection  against  crime  in  this  city.  When 
hospitals  are  held  up  and  when  after  such  a  holdup 
men  can  travel  in  a  car  through  the  city,  clear 
from  Forest  Hills  to  Dover  street,  and  get  away, 
something  is  wrong  with  our  system  in  Boston. 
So  I  think  there  should  not  be  a  question  in  any- 
body's mind  that  $8,000  spent  for  this  sort  of 
investigation  will  be  money  well  spent,  as  well 
spent  as  for  anything  we  can  do.  Of  course,  six 
months  is  too  long,  unless  it  is  the  intention  of 
the  Police  Commissioner  to  defeat  the  carrying 
out  of  the  order  by  delay.  It  does  seem  that  we 
ought  to  get  a  report  within  two  months.  If 
this  system  can  be  successfully  carried  out  in  many 
other  large  cities  of  the  country — such  as  Los 
Angeles,  San  Francisco,  Detroit,  Cleveland,  Phil- 
adelphia, Chicago  and  New  York — there  seems 
to  be  no  rhyme  or  reason  in  unnecessary  delay, 
if  we  are  going  to  keep  up  progress  in  our  city, 
making  it  a  clean,  decent,  pleasant  place  to  live  in. 
Even  small  cities  like  Lynn  and  Salem  are  in 
process  of  installing  this  system.  Therefore,  I 
have  an  order  here,  if  this  order  is  passed,  that 
the  Police  Commissioner  give  us  a  report  before 
January  1.  He  has  had  this  matter  before  him 
now  for  two  months,  and  there  seems  to  be  no 
reason  why  he  cannot  give  us  a  report  by  January 
1.  I  have  the  highest  regard  for  the  Police  Com- 
missioner of  our  city.  I  believe  he  is  the  man  for 
the  job,  as  he  sees  it.  But  when  every  city  of 
any  size  in  this  country  has  introduced  this  radio 
system,  I  can  see  no  reason  why  Boston  should 
wait  unnecessarily,  perhaps  until  something  ter- 
rible has  happened,  before  putting  it  into  effect. 
Since  the  introduction  of  the  order  we  have  had 
a  murder  in  Roxbury,  the  men  committing  the 
murder  driving  their  automobile  to  the  dead  end 
of  a  street,  and  then  being  able  to  retrace  their 
tracks  and  get  away;  and  less  than  ten  days  ago 
we  had  the  holdup  at  the  Forest  Hills  Hospital 


where  two  bandits  came  in  and  held  up  the  girl 
at  the  desk  and  got  away  with  S200-odd.  Two 
minutes  after  the  robbery  occurred  the  depart- 
ment was  notified,  and  in  spite  of  that  fact  the 
men  were  able  to  travel  all  over  the  city  and  get 
out  of  the  car  at  Dover  street,  although  the  Police 
Department  had  the  number  and  registration  of 
that  automobile  two  minutes  after  the  robbery 
occurred  and  it  must  have  taken  those  men  twenty 
minutes  or  more  to  get  to  Dover  street.  Mr. 
President,  can  there  be  a  better  investment  made 
for  safeguarding  the  citizenry  of  Boston  than  by 
spending  $8,000,  if  it  is  going  to  cost  that  amount, 
for  the  sort  of  investigation  into  this  system  that 
would  be  required?  I  do  trust  that  the  Police 
Commissioner  will  see  fit  to  immediately  start  this 
investigation,  so  that  we  may  have  a  report  before 
-January  1. 

Coun.  CURTIS— Mr.  President,  I  think  my 
colleague  is  making  it  appear  that  the  question 
before  us  is  somewhat  different  from  what  it  is. 
The  question  before  us  is  not  whether  we  approve 
or  disapprove  of  the  installation  of  that  radio 
system  and  I  certainly  don't  want  my  vote  mis- 
interpreted in  that  respect.  I  am  in  favor  of 
having  the  City  of  Boston  protected  by  the  best 
system  possible.  The  question  is  not  whether 
we  shall  have  an  investigation,  because  I  favor 
an  investigation.  The  question  is  whether  we 
will  have  an  investigation  costing  $8,000  and  tak- 
ing six  months.  I  say,  before  voting  for  that  I 
want  a  little  further  explanation  of  why  that  is 
necessary. 

The  report  was  accepted,  and  the  order  was 
passed,  yeas  17,  nays  1: 

Yeas — Coun.  Arnold,  Cox,  Dowd,  Englert,  Fish, 
Fitzgerald,  Gallagher,  Green,  Hein,  Kelly,  Lynch, 
McGrath,  Murray,  Norton,  Power,  Ruby,  Wil- 
son— 17. 

Nays — Coun.  Curtis — 1. 


CONDITION  OF  VACANT  LAND  ADJOINING 
JAMAICA   PLAIN  HIGH   SCHOOL. 

Coun.  MURRAY  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  School  Committee  improve 
immediately  the  vacant  land  adjoining  the  Jamaica 
Plain  High  School  which  is  now  in  a  deplorable 
condition. 

Coun.  MURRAY* — Mr.  President,  1  refer  here 
to  the  vacant  land  adjacent  to  the  Jamaica  Plain 
High  School,  which  is  in  a  very  deplorable  condi- 
tion. It  looks  more  like  a  dump  than  a  spot  adjoin- 
ing a  school.  1  believe  something  should  be  done 
there,  perhaps  in  the  way  of  planting  or  affording 
other  facilities.  Certainly,  the  condition  of  that 
land  should  be  improved. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


NEW    ELEMENTARY    SCHOOL,    WARD    16. 

Coun.  FISH  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Boston  School  Committee  be 
requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  erect 
a  new  elementary  school  in  the  Cushing  Hill  section 
of  Ward  16. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


NEW    HIGH     SCHOOL,     FIELDS     CORNER 
SECTION. 

Coun  FISH  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Boston  School  Committee  be 
requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  erect 
a  new  high  school  in  the  Fields  Corner  section  of 
Dorchester. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


REPAYING   OF   NEPONSET   AVENUE. 

Coun.  FISH  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor, 
to  repave  Neponset  avenue,  Ward  16,  from  King 
square  to  Neponset  Bridge,  with  smooth  paving. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 
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SITE     FOR     NEW     DORCHESTER     GIRLS' 
HIGH   SCHOOL. 

Coun.  KELLY  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Executive  Committee  of  the 
Boston  City  Council  grant  a  public  hearing  to  the 
citizens  of  Dorchester,  Tuesday,  October  27,  1931, 
at  2.30  p.  m.  Said  hearing  to  consist  of  protest  of 
certain  citizens  of  Dorchester  to  the  selection  by 
the  Boston  School  Committee  of  a  site  at  Wilder 
street  for  the  new  Dorchester  Girls'  High  School. 

Coun.  KELLY — Mr.  President,  I  have  intro- 
duced this  order  at  the  request  of  thirteen  civic 
organizations,  which  practically  comprise  the  whole 
of  DorcheBter.  It  seems  that  the  School  Com- 
mittee, with  one  dissenting  vote,  has  ruled  that 
the  center  of  Dorchester  is  about  at  Wilder  street, 
Geneva  avenue  and  Washington  street.  The 
citizens  of  Dorchester  want  a  high  school  and  want 
it  at  the  center  of  Dorchester.  There  has  been 
considerable  agitation  before  the  School  Com- 
mittee, and  the  matter  has  been  considered  by 
different  organizations.  Practically  all  the  office- 
holders who  appeared  were  in  favor  of  a  site  in  the 
center  of  Dorchester,  namely,  Bowdoin  street  and 
Geneva  avenue.  I  might  say  in  making  this  fight 
that  the  particular  site  in  question  is  in  Councilor 
Ruby's  ward,  but  it  is  in  a  central  location,  and 
that  is  where  the  Bchool  should  be  located.  I  am 
not  greedy  about  it,  don't  want  it  in  my  own  ward, 
but  I  do  want  it  where  it  will  be  well  located  for 
the  children  of  Dorchester.  The  proper  location 
happens  to  be,  as  I  have  already  said,  in  the  ward 
of  the  councilor  from  Ward  14  (Coun.  Ruby),  but 
I  do  feel  that  before  we  vote  $1,000,000  for  a  girls' 
high  school,  we  should  try  to  see  that  it  is  placed  in 
the  center  of  Dorchester,  in  a  spot  that  will  be 
most  convenient  for  the  people  of  Dorchester. 
So  I  feel  that  we  should  have  a  public  hearing  on 
the  matter  before  the  Executive  Committee.  A 
week  from  today  the  Dorchester  Board  of  Trade 
and  these  other  organizations  are  going  to  have  a 
town  meeting  in  Dorchester,  and  there  will  be 
plenty  of  noise  about  the  matter.  But  everybody 
agrees  that  Geneva  avenue  is  a  proper  location  for 
the  site.  I  trust,  therefore,  that  there  may  be  such 
a  public  hearing  as  is  proposed  in  this  order,  before 
we  vote  on  this  particular  loan  order  two  weeks 
from  today,  so  that  we  may  know  what  we  are 
voting  upon. 

Coun.  RUBY — Mr.  President,  I  have  no  objec- 
tion to  giving  any  group  of  citizens  a  public  hearing, 
but  I  do  object  to  the  wording  of  the  order,  and  if 
the  clerk  will  read  the  order  again  1  shall  be  glad  to 
state  my  objection  and  perhaps  the  councilor  will 
be  willing  to  make  a  change. 

The  clerk  read  the  order. 

Coun.  RUBY— Mr.  President,  1  object  to  the 
words  "protest  of  the  citizenry  of  Dorchester." 
I  don't  think  anyone  is  willing  to  admit  that  the 
citizenry  of  Dorchester  object  to  that.  1  have  no 
objection  to  its  reading  that  a  hearing  shall  be 
given  to  those  citizens  objecting  to  the  site,  but  1 
don't  think  it  should  be  said  in  that  order  that 
everybody  in  Dorchester,  the  citizenry  of  Dor- 
cheater,  protests.  But  I  do  not  object  to  the 
hearing. 

The  order  was  amended,  Coun.  Kelly  not  object- 
ing, by  striking  out  the  words  "of  the  citizenry" 
and  inserting  the  words  "of  certain  citizens,"  and 
as  amended  was  passed. 


LIMITATION   OF   NUMBER   OF 
CONSTABLES. 

Coun.  ARNOLD  offered  the  following: 
An  Ordinance  Concerning  Constables. 
Be  it  ordained  by  the  City  Council  of  Boston,  as 
follows: 

Chapter  seven  of  the  Ordinances  of  1931, 
limiting  the  number  of  constables,  is  hereby 
repealed. 

Coun.  ARNOLD — Mr.  President,  1  don't  know 
what  the  "applause"  of  some  of  my  colleagues 
means,  but  1  do  know  this,  that  through  your 
good  graces  I  was  appointed  a  member  of  the 
Committee  on  Ordinances,  who  took  a  hand  in  this 
row.  While  according  to  the  records  the  change 
now  in  effect  was  presented  by  the  Committee  on 
Ordinances,  I  never  knew  anything  about  the 
proposition  until  the  day  it  was  presented,  and  I 
told  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Ordinances 
that  I  would  oppose  it.  My  colleague  on  the  right 
(Coun.  Curtis)  is  also  a  member  of  that  committee, 


and  he  also  has  no  recollection  of  being  consulted 
as  to  his  position  in  the  proposed  change,  or  the 
new  ordinance,  and  I  understand  that  the  position 
of  my  colleague  on  the  left  (Coun.  Fitzgerald), 
also  a  member  of  the  Committee  on  Ordinances, 
is  the  same.  I  do  not  believe  any  division  of  our 
citizenry  should  be  limited  in  number.  I  can 
conceive  how  a  lawyer  might  wish  that  the  num- 
ber of  lawyers  should  be  restricted.  Perhaps  1 
might  go  so  far  as  to  say  it  might  be  a  good  thing 
to  have  the  members  of  my  own  profession  re- 
stricted. But,  just  the  same,  1  would  not  be  a 
party  to  a  vote  favoring  such  restriction,  and  1 
believe  the  restriction  in  this  particular  instance  is 
ill-advised.  We  don't  know  where  such  a  prece- 
dent might  end.  I  do  not  believe  it  is  a  function 
of  this  body  to  restrict  those  who  might  wish  to 
obtain  a  livelihood  in  any  sort  of  legitimate  en- 
deavor. Therefore,  I  want  to  urge  this  body  to 
repeal  this,  to  my  mind,  ill-advised  ordinance. 
I  believe  if  the  matter  were  tested  in  court,  sir, 
it  would  be  unconstitutional. 

Coun.  WILSON — Mr.  President,  as  the  one 
who  introduced  the  ordinance  in  question,  1  have 
listened  to  the  statement  made  for  the  first  time 
since  I  have  been  a  member  of  the  body  for  six 
years,  that  the  chairman  of  any  committee  has 
slipped  anything  over  on  his  committee  or  on 
the  Council.  Fortunately  or  unfortunately,  1  am 
not  a  member  of  the  Committee  on  Ordinances, 
but  I  was  present  at  the  hearing  held  at  which 
particular  interested  citizens,  both  for  and  against, 
appeared.  1  believe  one  of  the  chief, proponents  of 
the  proposed  ordinance  was  the  councilor  from 
Ward  14.  1  was  under  the  impression  that  there 
was  a  very  full,  lengthy,  extended  hearing  on  this 
particular  ordinance,  and  1  regret  to  hear  the 
intimation  made  that  the  chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Ordinances,  whoever  he  may  be,  has 
been  sending  out  notices  through  the  Clerk  of 
Committees,  whose  duty  it  is  to  send  out  notices, 
only  to  chosen  members  of  the  committee.  I 
cannot  believe  that  that  is  so. 

The  ordinance  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Ordinances. 


REPORT   ON   SHORT   WAVE   RADIO 
EQUIPMENT. 

Coun.  RUBY  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Police  Commissioner  be 
requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to 
arrange  for  a  report  on  the  short  wave  radio 
equipment  for  the  City  of  Boston  Police  Depart- 
ment before  the  first  of  the  year. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


EXTRA    COMPENSATION    FOH    POLICE 
OFFICERS. 

Coun.  lil'BY  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Police  Commissioner  be 
requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  com- 
pensate, in  conformity  with  law,  those  police 
officers  forced  to  work  extra  hours  under  orders 
now  in  force. 

Coun.  RUBY — Mr.  President,  I  understand, 
through  members  of  the  Police  Department, 
that  men  are  being  kept  in  the  station  houses 
because  of  certain  conditions  prevalent  in  the 
city  today.  I  understand  that  they  receive 
as  compensation  a  few  paltry  sandwiches  one 
day,  perhaps  apples  the  next  and  coffee.  I  be- 
lieve when  men  are  forced  to  do  extra  duty  in 
this  way  something  more  than  that  should  be 
accorded  them.  1  understand  that  this  sort  of 
thing  has  been  going  on  for  ten  days  or  two  weeks, 
or  possibly  longer.  After  men  have  done  their 
duty  from  6  to  12  o'clock  they  are  ordered  to 
report  at  quarter  of  eight  in  the  morning.  I  feel 
that  men  performing  such  extra  duty  should  be 
paid  commensurately  with  the  work  they  arc 
doing. 

Coun.  MU.'KW  Mr.  President,  might  1 
say  in  regard  to  that  situation  that  the  amount 
of  money  they  receive  for  their  meals  is  35  cents. 
I  believe,  in  the  interest  of  relieving  unemploy- 
ment, that  there  should  lie  more  men  employed 
to  meet  such  a  situation  in  the  different  districts 
where  they  are  needed.  They  could  have  one 
hundred  or  two  hundred  men,  say,  who  should 
be  given  a  day's  pay  for  a  day's  work. 
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Coun.  GREEN— Mr.  President,  I  would  like 
to  ask  the  councilor  from  Dorchester  if  he  can 
give  me  this  information, — whether  the  police 
officers  were  paid  by  the  telephone  company 
at  the  time  of  the  telephone  strike? 

Coun.  RUBY — Mr.  President,  I  am  not  able 
to  answer  that  question. 

Coun.  MURRAY — Mr.  President,  in  answer 
to  the  question  I  would  say  that  I  believe  that 
they  were  paid  at  that  time  by  the  telephone 
people,  but  this  time  the  dock  people  were  told 
that  if  they  wanted  police  the  Police  Department 
would  furnish  them. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


BUS   SERVICE   TO  BOSTON  SANATORIUM, 
MATTAPAN. 

Coun.  NORTON  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,    That    the    Trustees    of    the    Boston 
Elevated  Railway  be  requested,  through  his  Honor 
the  Mayor,  to  furnish  bus  service  to  and  from  the 
Boston  Sanatorium  at  Mattapan. 

Coun.  NORTON— Mr.  President,  we  have  a 
great  institution  there  on  River  street,  Ward  18, 
where  hundreds  of  people  are  dependent  on  some 
kind  of  bus  service.     Unfortunately,  the  folks  of 


most  of  the  patients  there  cannot  afford  an  auto- 
mobile, and  it  is  therefore  necessary  for  these 
unfortunates  to  walk  a  distance  of  half  a  mile  or 
a  mile.  We  have  a  beautiful  highway  completed 
there,  and  if  the  bus  could  make  a  tour  from  the 
chocolate  mills,  Mattapan  square,  up  there  by  the 
hospital,  just  once  or  twice  an  hour,  it  would  be  a 
great  help  to  the  inmates  and  employees  of  the 
hospital. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


PAYMENT   OF   POLICE   OFFICERS   BY 
STEAMSHIP  COMPANIES. 

Coun.  GREEN  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Police  Commissioner  be 
requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to 
advise  the  Boston  City  Council  whether  the 
steamship  companies  are  paying  the  police  officers 
of  the  City  of  Boston  for  extra  duty  during  the 
present  longshoremen's  strike. 

Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 


The  Council  voted,  at  5.19  p.  m.,  on  motion  of 
Coun.  ARNOLD,  to  adjourn,  to  meet  on  Monday, 
November  9,  at  2  p.  m. 
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Proceedings  of  City  Council. 


Monday,  November  9, 1931. 
Regular   meeting    of   the    City    Council   in   the 
Council  Chamber,  City  Hall,  at  2  p.  m.,  President 
McGRATH  in  the  chair.     Absent,  Coun.  Fish. 


JURORS   DRAWN. 

Jurors  were  drawn  under  the  law,  Coun.  RUBY 
presiding  at  the  box  in  the  absence  of  the  Mayor, 
as  follows: 

Thirty  traverse  jurors,  Superior  Criminal  Court, 
First  Session,  to  appear  December  7,  1931: 

Frank  Ciampa,  Ward  1;  William  J.  Lynch, 
Ward  1 ;  John  J.  Murphy,  Ward  1 ;  Fred  J.  Barber, 
Ward  3;  Thomas  J.  Reddington,  Ward  4;  Edward 
J.  Wheeler,  Ward  4;  Albert  J.  Sommerville, 
Ward  5;  Henry  V.  Smith,  Ward  7;  Dennis  J. 
Connelly,  Ward  8;  Frederic  Curley,  Ward  8; 
Maurice  P.  Downey,  Ward  8;  John  Healey, 
Ward  8;  Hugo  Kruse,  Ward  10;  Archibald  A. 
Maclellan,  Ward  11;  Joseph  F.  Campbell,  Ward 
13;  John  J.  Shields,  Ward  13;  Jacob  Cohen, 
Ward  14;  William  C.  Duffy,  Ward  14;  Myer 
Ginsberg,  Ward  14;  Daniel  S.  Cahill,  Ward  15; 
William  Nittel,  Ward  15;  William  W.  Murrin, 
Ward  16;  Joseph  L.  O'Neil,  Ward  16;  Charles  E. 
Cullen,  Ward  17;  William  A.  Horton,  Ward  17; 
Charles  D.  Tuckermani  Ward  17;  William  A. 
Hamilton,  Ward  18;  Harry  E.  Anderson,  Ward  19; 
Arthur  A.  Hormel,  Jr.,  Ward  22;  Abraham 
Jacobsen,  Ward  22. 

Thirty  traverse  jurors,  Superior  Criminal  Court, 
Third  Session,  to  appear  December  7,  1931: 

Charles  R.  Doherty,  Ward  3;  Luigi  Ruggiero, 
Ward  3;  Albert  J.  Metcalf,  Ward  4;  Waldo  D. 
Crilley,  Ward  6;  James  L.  Hughes,  Ward  6; 
Joseph  L.  Coleman,  Ward  7;  Frederick  H.  Merrill, 
Ward  9;  Walter  E.  Whalen,  Ward  9;  John  J. 
Kelleher,  Ward  10;  Charles  F.  Caterius,  Ward  11; 
Joseph  L.  Moore,  Ward  11;  Addison  P.  Beardsley, 
Ward  12;  Alexander  0.  Giroux,  Ward  12;  Henry 
M.  Murphy,  Ward  12;  Howard  Pratt,  Jr.,  Ward 
12;  Joseph  K.  Daley,  Ward  13;  Paul  J.  Farrell, 
Ward  14;  William  O'Connor,  Ward  14;  Thomas 
J.  Doyle,  Ward  15;  Hector  J.  MacNeil,  Ward  16; 
Emon  Zottoli,  Ward  16;  Robert  M.  Calder, 
Ward  18;  Philip  J.  Webber,  Ward  18;  Earl  H. 
Weotzel,  Ward  18;  Stuart  G.  Wallace,  Ward  19; 
Peter  Anston,  Ward  20;  Franklin  A.  Armstrong, 
Ward  20;  Robert  D.  Collier,  Ward  21 ;  Edward  N. 
Rodriquez,  Ward  21;    Charles  L.  Adams,  Ward  22. 

Thirty  traverse  jurors,  Superior  Criminal  Court, 
Fourth  Session,  to  appear  December  7,  1931: 

Thomas  E.  Johnson,  Ward  1;  Frederick  C. 
Brigley,  Ward  4;  Robert  B.  Cohoon,  Ward  5; 
Joseph  W.  Lane,  Ward  6;  Frederick  Linskey, 
Ward  6;  John  R.  Burkard,  Ward  8;  Patrick 
Guarino,  Ward  8;  William  McCready,  Ward  9; 
John  E.  WasBon,  Ward  9;  Joseph  P.  Gibbons, 
Ward  11;  Herman  P.  Kasper,  Ward  11;  John  F. 
Lehan,  Ward  11;  William  Morgan,  Ward  12; 
Max  Phillips,  Ward  12;  Philip  Rubin,  Ward  12; 
David  Cox,  Ward  13;  Edwin  S.  fields,  Ward  14; 
Joseph  N.  Padden,  Ward  15;  George  F.  Hooper, 
Ward  16;  Thomas  J.  Ledwith,  Ward  16;  Harold  A. 
Pheeny,  Ward  18;  Gustave  Fischer,  Jr.,  Ward  19; 
Patrick  J.  Doherty,  Ward  20;  Alfred  L.  Fitch, 
Ward  20;  Arnold  G.  Stephens,  Ward  20;  Warren  E. 
Bremer,  Ward  21;  Nelson  J.  Ingalls,  Ward  21; 
Joseph  E.  Emge,  Ward  22;  Charles  E.  Green, 
Ward  22;  William  D.  Halward,  Ward  22. 

Thirty  traverse  jurors,  Superior  Criminal  Court, 
Fifth  Session,  to  appear  December  7,  1931: 

William  J.  Ferguson,  Ward  1;  John  A.  Manning, 
Ward  2;  Daniel  F.  McKenna,  Ward  2;  Alpheus 
Haskins,  Ward  4;  John  H.  Breen,  Ward  7;  Alfred 
M.  Parrott,  Ward  7;  John  D.  Williams,  Ward  7; 
Frank  L.  Davis,  Ward  8;  Alfred  D.  Elliott,  Ward 
8;  Guy  B.  Barker,  Ward  9;  John  J.  Buckley,  Ward 
9;  Carl  H.  Engstrom,  Ward  11;  Martin  J.  Kyan, 


Ward  11;  Stephen  B.  Babigian,  Ward  12;  Henry  J. 
Dure,  Ward  13;  Albert  Finn,  Ward  14;  Charles  E. 
Holmstrom,  Ward  14;  Thomas  F.  O'Malley,  Ward 
14;  Nathan  Rothberg,  Ward  14;  Daniel  W.  Sulli- 
van, Ward  14;  Samuel  E.  Tucker,  Ward  14;  Aloy- 
eius  J.  Haley,  Ward  15;  James  E.  Cussen,  Ward  15; 
William  F.  Lyons,  Ward  17;  Thomas  Norton, 
Ward  18;  Paul  DeOssie,  Ward  19;  Arthur  R.  Gor- 
don, Ward  19;  Harold  E.  Mellin,  Ward  20;  Her- 
man W.  Mutz,  Ward  20;  Frank  F.  Matthews, 
Ward  22. 

Twenty-four  traverse  jurors,  Superior  Civil 
Court,  First  Session,  October  Sitting,  to  appear 
December  7,  1931: 

Joseph  J.  Coughlin,  Ward  2;  Francis  R.  Boyle 
Ward  2;  Roscoe  F.  Greene,  Ward  4;  Thomas  J 
Gill,  Ward  6;  Thomas  W.  Healy,  Ward  6;  Thomas 
L.  Healey,  Ward  7;  Warren  B.  Merritt,  Ward  7; 
William  H.  Devanney,  Ward  8;  William  J.  Nesbitt, 
Ward  9;  John  J.  O'Donnell,  Ward  9;  Gordon  F. 
Hainesworth,  Ward  11;  Thomas  McCone,  Ward 
11;  James  J.  Bean,  Jr.,  Ward  14;  Nils  Gorenson, 
Ward  14;  James  J.  Lafferty,  Ward  14;  Samuel 
Lisitsky,  Ward  14;  Timothy  J.  O'Connor,  Ward 
16;  Arthur  L.  King,  Ward  17;  Roy  H.  Moore, 
Ward  17;   James  G.  McDonald,  Ward  19;   George 

C.  Owen,  Ward  20;  Morris  Cohen,  Ward  21; 
David  A.  Noonan,  Ward  21;  William  C.  Allen, 
Ward  22. 

Twenty-four  traverse  jurors,  Superior  Civil 
Court,  Second  Session,  October  Sitting,  to  appear 
December  7,  1931: 

Olaf  D.  Berg,  Ward  1 ;  John  J.  Gormley,  Ward  1 
John  J.  Daly,  Ward  2;  William  J.  Doherty, 
Ward  2;  Benjamin  F.  Thomas,  Ward  3;  Patrick 
J.  Burke,  Ward  4;  Edgar  M.  Dernier,  Ward  5 
James  M.  Hayes,  Ward  6;  John  J.  Burke,  Ward  7 
Charles  Linden,  Jr.,  Ward  8;  James  F.  O'Brien 
Ward  10;  Charles  F.  Douglass,  Ward  11;  Edward 
J.  McLaughlin,  Ward  11;  Solomon  Heller,  Ward 
12;  F.  Clarence  McDougall,  Ward  12;  John 
Pirrone,  Ward  14;  John  P.  Dowd,  Ward  17; 
Frank  Cuneo,  Ward  19;  James  H.  Smythe,  Ward 
19;  Bernhard  F.  K.  May,  Ward  20;  Thomas  W. 
White,  Ward  20;  Fred  G.  Wiedmann,  Ward  20; 
Vincent  F.  Dunehy,  Ward  21;  William  Leavey, 
Ward  22. 

Twenty-two  traverse  jurors,  Superior  Civil 
Court,  Third  Session,  October  Sitting,  to  appear 
December  7,  1931: 

Charles  C.  Howard,  Ward  1 ;  Albert  Thornton, 
Ward  1;  Joseph  A.  Vargus,  Jr.,  Ward  1;  Britton 
S.  Whynot,  Ward  1;  Forrest  C.  Mitchell,  Ward  2; 
Henry  J.  Adami,  Ward  4;  James]  McKenna,  Ward 
11;  George  E.  LaFleur,  Ward  12;  George  E. 
Millner,  Ward  12;  Israel  Greenberg,  Ward  14; 
Arthur  W.  Haley,  Ward  16;  Charles  E.  Redding- 
ton, Ward  16;  George  E.  Byrnes,  Ward  18; 
Francis  L.  Lynch,  Ward  18;  Malachi  Cuniff, 
Ward  19;  Ellsworth  E.  Blanchard,  Ward  20; 
Joseph  D.  Donovan,  Ward  20;  James  H.  Howard, 
Ward  20;    Michael  J.  Coleman,  Ward  21;    Walter 

D.  Cooley,  Ward  22;  Peter  McGrath,  Ward  22; 
John  P.  Sullivan,  Ward  22. 

Twenty-nine  traverse  jurors,  Superior  Civil 
Court,  Fourth  Session,  October  Sitting,  to  appear 
December  7,  1931: 

Joseph  Selvitella,  Ward  1;  Francis  J.  Buckley, 
Ward  2;  James  J.  McGonagle,  Ward  2;  Felix 
Rossi,  Ward  3;  Elbert  A.  Knowles,  Ward  4; 
Joseph  E.  Wilde,  Ward  4;  Hyman  Levine,  Ward 
5;  James  F.  Stevens,  Ward  5;  Edward  F.  Woods, 
Ward  5;  William  I.  Wool,  Ward  5;  Henry  P. 
O'Connor,  Ward  6;  Gustave  C.  Falk,  Ward  9; 
Daniel  O'Keefe,  Jr.,  Ward  9;  Frederick  W.  Wag- 
ner, Ward  10;  Joseph  E.  McNamara,  Ward  11; 
William  F.  Doran,  Ward  12;  Albert  Beck,  Ward 
13;  James  M.  McDonough,  Ward  13;  Joseph 
M.  Brown,  Ward  14;  Thomas  L.  Creamer,  Ward 
15;  William  J.  Gilbert,  Ward  15;  Austin  O'Nelis, 
Ward  15;  William  F.  Mcintosh,  Ward  16;  Thomas 
B.  Bigger,  Ward  17;  Walter  B.  Curran,  Ward  17; 
Patrick  Mulkern,  Ward  17;  William  G.  Gran- 
chus,  Ward  18;  Frederick  A.  Macdonald,  Ward 
18;   Herbert  J.  Anderson,  Ward  20. 

Twenty-four  traverse  jurors,  Superior  Civil 
Court,  Fifth  Session,  October  Sitting,  to  appear 
December  7,  1931: 

Michael  T.  Kelly,  Jr.,  Ward  1;  Paul  F.  Kincaid, 
Ward  1;  John  E.  McDonnell,  Ward  2;  John  F. 
Daly,  Ward  4;  Richard  F.  Cavanaugh,  Ward  5. 
Thomas  J.  Joyce,  Ward  7;  Fred  W.  Cunn,  Ward  9. 
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Thomas  P.  Knightly,  Ward  10;  Bertram  Murphy, 
Ward  12;  William  H.  Woods,  Ward  13;  Paul 
Goodman,  Ward  14;  Charles  W.  Jaquith,  Ward  15; 
Joseph  W.  Shaw,  Ward  15;  Adolph  Wolff,  Ward  15; 
Joseph  K.  Buckley,  Ward  16;  Walter  H.  J.  Mulhall, 
Ward  18;  William  B.  Sehraeger  Ward  18;  Henry  L. 
Morrow,  Ward  19;  John  H.  Driscoll,  Jr.,  Ward  20- 
George  T.  Jenks,  Ward  20,  Frank  C.  Nielson, 
Ward  20;  Bernard  N.  Keniston,  Ward  21;  Morris 
Wolf,  Ward  21;  Henry  C.  Teudeman,  Ward  22. 

Twenty-five  traverse  jurors,  Superior  Civil 
Court,  Sixth  Session,  October  Sitting,  to  appear 
December  7,  1931: 

Camillo  Pizzi,  Ward  1;  John  R.  Kingsley,  Ward 
2;  James  J.  Madogan,  Jr.,  Ward  2;  John  Parodi. 
Ward  3;  Charles  M.  Raymond,  Ward  4;  William 
Siedenton,  Ward  7;  John  P.  Roche,  Ward  9;  John 
Driscoll,  Ward  10:  John  L.  Mulkeen,  Jr.,  Ward  10; 
John  Rush,  Jr.,  Ward  10;  Michael  J.  Kelly,  Ward 
11,  Peter  Ormakaucas,  Ward  11;  George  P.  Snow, 
Ward  11;  Thaddeus  T.  Kelly,  Ward  12;  Samuel  C. 
Wood,  Ward  12;  James  E.  Sullivan,  Ward  13; 
Thomas  J.  Cloonan,  Ward  16;  Guy  H.  , Cornell, 
Ward  16;  Frederick  H.  Glynn,  Ward  16;  Frank  W. 
Poor,  Ward  17;  John  Finley,  Ward  18;  Ray  A. 
Harmon,  Ward  18;  Augustus  J.  Reinhardt,  Ward 
18;  Charles  H.  Carey,  Ward  21;  Clifford  E.  Noonan. 
Ward  22. 

Thirty-seven  traverse  jurors,  Superior  Civil 
Court,  Seventh  Session,  October  Sitting,  to 
appear  December  7,  1931: 

John  J.  Corman,  Ward  1;  Orris  B.  Larrabee, 
Ward  2;  Edward  Barrett,  Jr.,  Ward  3;  Louis 
Epstein,  Ward  3;  Joseph  L.  O'Donnell,  Ward  3; 
Annesley  J.  Butler,  Ward  4;  Earl  R.  McKinnon, 
Ward  7;  Michael  F.  Laffey,  Ward  10;  Hugh  B. 
Mooney,  Ward  10;  Julius  Warecki,  Ward  11; 
Charles  F.  Crowley,  Ward  12;  Edward  J.  Hamilton, 
Ward  13;  Francis  F.  Morgan,  Ward  14;  Joseph 
Poley,  Ward  14;  Robert  B.  Mattair,  Ward  15; 
Johan  Daniel  Lundquist,  Ward  15;  Leo  J. 
Marshall,  Ward  16;  Thomas  W.  McLean,  Ward 
16;  Henry  M.  McKenna,  Ward  17;  Daniel 
Foster,  Ward  18;  James  D.  Henchon,  Ward  18; 
Thomas  E.  Ryan,  Ward  18;  Herman  Merz. 
Ward  19;  James  Brown,  Ward  20;  Rhotire  S 
Lovell,  Ward  20;  Michael  E.  Riley,  Ward  20: 
John  F.  Kenney,  Ward  22. 


APPOINTMENTS  BY  THE  MAYOR. 

Subject  to  confirmation  by  the  Council,  the 
Mayor  submitted  the  following  appointments  for 
the  term  ending  April  30,   1932,  viz.: 

Weighers  of  Coal:  Fred  R.  Davidson,  67  Toxteth 
street,  Brookline;  Samuel  L.  Batchelder,  Beverly 
Farms;  Paul  Grieco,  1000  Massachusetts  avenue, 
Boston. 

Weighers  of  Goods:  T.  F.  McCarthy,  13  North 
Market  street,  city;  John  C.  Donohue,  13  North 
Market  street,  city;  Dominic  Carpenter,  27 
Taft  place,  Roslindale;  Fred  Davidson,  8  Duke 
street,  Maiden. 

Severally  laid  over  a  week  under  the  law. 


DISTRIBUTION   OF   RELIEF. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  November  9,  1931. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  herewith  transmit  to  you  report 
from  the  Overseers  of  Public  Welfare  concerning 
the  distribution  of  relief  by  wards  and  precincts. 
Respectfully, 
James  M.  Ccrley,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Overseers  of  the  Public  Welfare, 

October  28,  1931. 
Hon.  James  M.  Curley, 

Mayor  of  Boston. 
Dear  Sir, — The  Board  of  Overseers  of  the  Public 
Welfare  respectfully  submits  the  following  report 
called  for  by  order  of  the  City  Council.  The 
figures  herein  given  represents  the  number  of 
families  receiving  relief  exclusive  of  those  who  are 
being  aided  because  of  unemployment. 

These  figures  as  requested  by  the  Council  order 
are  given  according  to  wards  and  precincts.  This 
report  is  to  be  considered  as  of  July  1,  1931.  On 
June  12,  1931,  the  Board  submitted  the  first  part 


of  this  report  called  for  by  the  Council  order  at 
that  time  furnishing  figures  by  wards  and  precincts 
of  the  families  receiving  relief  because  of  the  fact 
that  the  head  of  the  family  was  unemployed. 

The  submission  of  the  figures  contained  herein 
completes  the  report  as  called  for  by  the  Council 
order. 

Very  truly  yours, 

Simon  E.  Hecht, 

Chairman. 
Attached  was  a  list  giving  numbers  of  families 
by  wards  and  precincts. 
Placed  on  file. 


L   STREET  BATH. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  November  9,  1931. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  herewith  transmit  to  you  report 
from  William  P.  Long,  chairman  of  the  Park 
Commission,  relative  to  your  request  to  provide 
protection  from  theft  for  the  patrons  using  the 
new  L  Street  Bath.  This  is  in  reply  to  your 
order  of  October  19,  1931. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston. 
Park  Department,  October  22,  1931. 
Hon.  James  M.  Curley, 

Mayor  of  Boston. 
Dear  Sir, — I  am  in  receipt  of  an  order  from  the 
City  Council  that  the  Park  Commission  be  re- 
quested to  provide  protection  from  theft  of  wear- 
ing apparel  and  personal  property  for  the  patrons, 
and  particularly  the  women  patrons  at  the  new 
L  Street  Bath. 

1  respectfully  beg  to  inform  you  that  the  L 
Street  Bath  House  has  been  closed  since  September 
15. 

Before  the  opening  of  the  season  in  1932,  addi- 
tional protection  will  be  made  on  the  bottom  of 
the  various  lockers  that  will  be  as  near  theft 
proof  as  possible. 

Very  respectfully  yours, 

William  P.  Long,  Chairman. 
Placed  on  file. 


BUS   SERVICE,   BOSTON   SANATORIUM. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor.  November  9,  1931. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  herewith  transmit  to  you  report 
from  Edward  Dana.  General  Manager  of  the 
Boston  Elevated  Railway,  with  reference  tD 
furnishing  bus  service  to  and  from  the  Boston 
Sanatorium.  This  is  in  reply  to  your  order  of 
October  19,  1931. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

Boston  Elevated  Railway, 

Park  Square  Building, 
Boston,  October  29,  1931. 
Hon.  James  M.  Curley, 

Mayor  of  Boston. 
Dear  Mr.  Mayor, — In  reply  to  your  letter  of 
October  22  re  bus  service  to  and  from  the  Boston 
Sanatorium  at  Mattapan,  the  matter  was  dis- 
cussed before  the  full  Board  of  Trustees  and 
they  directed  me  to  advise  you  that  they  experi- 
mented with  service  on  this  street  for  a  consider- 
able length  of  time  and  there  were  but  two  hun- 
dred passengers  per  day  utilizing  fifty-seven  trips, 
or  an  average  of  three  and  a  half  passengers 
per  round  trip. 

With  the  condition  of  our  revenue  at  the  pres- 
ent time — a  loss  of  $200,000  or  more  per  month— 
we  are  in  no  position  to  undertake  to  provide 
service  for  such  minority  travel  at  a  loss,  as  in 
this  instance. 

Yours  very  truly, 

Edwajrd  Daka, 
General  Manager. 
Placed  on  file. 


NOVEMBER    9,     1931. 
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ADDITIONAL  VISITORS,  PUBLIC  WELFARE 
DEPARTMENT. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  November  9,  1931 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  herewith  transmit  to  you  report 
from  the  Overseers  of  Public  Welfare  concerning 
the  appointment  of  additional  visitors.     This  is  in 
reply  to  your  order  of  September  28,  1931. 
Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Overseers  of  the  Public  Welfare, 

November  6,  1931. 
Hon.  James  M.  Curley, 

Mayor  of  Boston. 
Dear  Sir, — Replying  to  the  City  Council  order 
requesting  the  Board  to  immediately  appoint  fiftv 
additional  visitors  in  the  department,  the  Board 
respectfully  advises  that  seventeen  permanent  and 
ten  temporary  visitors  have  been  appointed  this 
year,  making  a  total, visiting  staff  of  forty-six. 

The  Board  will  recommend  the  appointment   of 
additional  temporary  visitors  if  the  volume  of  work 
increases  during  the  next  few  months. 
Respectfully  yours, 
Walter  V.  McCarthy,  Secretary. 
Placed  on  file. 


TWO-MAN   CARS,   SUMMER   STREET. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  November  9,  1931. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  herewith  transmit  to  you  report 
from  Edward  Dana,  General  Manager  of  the  Boston 
Elevated  Railway,  relative  to  your  request  for  a 
two-man  operation  on  Summer  street,  This  is  in 
reply  to  your  order  of  October  19,  1931. 
Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

Boston  Elevated  Railway, 

Park  Square  Building,  Boston,  October  28, 1931. 
Hon.  James  M.  Curley, 

Mayor  of  Boston. 

Dear  Mr.  Mayor, — The  Board  of  Trustees  con- 
sidered your  letter  of  October  22  with  regard  to 
two-man  operation  on  Summer  street,  and  directed 
me  to  advise  you  that  one-man  operation  on  this 
railway  is  absolutely  necessary  to  avoid  throwing 
an  expense  of  hundreds  of  thousands  of  dollars  on 
the  taxpayers.  It  is  the  only  way  that  we  can 
possibly  keep  within  the  limits  of  the  revenue 
received. 

The  record  of  safety  of  operation  of  one-man 
service  is  better  than  it  has  been  for  years  with 
two-man  operation.  In  all  the  efforts  in  years  gone 
by  the  Legislature  has  not  seen  fit  to  ban  one-man 
operation,  apparently  realizing  that  it  meant  the 
very  existence  of  street  railway  transportation. 
Very  truly  yours, 
Edward  Dana,  General  Manager. 

Placed  on  file. 


TRAFFIC      LIGHTS,      MORTON      STREET 
BRIDGE. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  November  9,  1931. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, —  I  herewith  transmit  to  you  report 
from  Joseph  A.  Conry,  Traffic  Commissioner, 
relative  to  your  request  to  install  traffic  signal 
lights  at  the  approaches  to  the  new  Morton  Street 
Bridge.  This  is  in  reply  to  your  order  of  October 
19,  1931. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Traffic  Commission,  October  28,  1931. 
Hon.  James  M.  Curley, 

Mayor  of  Boston. 
Dear   Sir, — I   have   the   honor   to   acknowledge 
receipt  of  Gouncil  order  dated  October  19,  1931, 
which  reads  as  follows: 

"Ordered,  That  the  Traffic  Commissioner, 
through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  be,  and  said  depart- 


ment is,  respectfully  requested  to  install  traffic 
signal  lights  at  the  approaches  to  the  new  Morton 
Street  Bridge." 

After  a  full  discussion  of  the  subject  with  the 
councilor  who  introduced  this  order  and  with  his 
approval  it  has  been  decided  to  install  reflector 
button  "  Slow"  signs  within  this  area. 

Very  truly  yours, 
Joseph  A.  Conry,  Commissioner. 

Placed  on  file. 


FEBRUARY   SCHOOL  VACATIONS. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  November  9,  193L 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  herewith  transmit  to  you  report 
from  the  Boston  School  Committee  regarding 
your  request  to  eliminate  the  February  vacation 
period  for  the  children.  This  is  in  reply  to  your 
order  of  October  3,  1931. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

The  School  Committee  of  the  City  of  Boston, 

Administration  Building,  15  Beacon  Street, 

Office  of  the  Secretary, 

October  21,  1931. 
Hon.  James  M.  Curley, 

Mayor  of  Boston. 
Dear  Sir, — Under  date  of  October  3,  1931,  your 
Honor  forwarded  to  the  chairman  of  the  School 
Committee  the  following  order  passed  by  the  City 
Council,  September  28,  1931: 

"Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be,  and  he 
hereby  is,  respectfully  requested  to  confer  with 
the  School  Committee  of  the  City  of  Boston  with 
reference  to  an  elimination  of  the  February  vaca- 
tion period  in  the  Boston  schools  and  the  exten- 
sion of  the  summer  vacation  for  an  additional 
period  of  one  week  in  September." 

Upon  receipt  of  your  communication  the  chair- 
man asked  the  Board  of  Superintendents  to  con- 
sider the  advisability  of  complying  with  the  sug- 
gestion of  the  City  Council  ,and  that  Board 
reported  to  the  School  Committee  in  conference 
on  Monday  evening  of  this  week  that,  in  the  opinion 
of  that  Board,  no  change  in  the  present  school 
calendar  should  be  made  at  this  time. 

In  1916  the  advisability  of  a  February  vacation 
first  came  before  the  School  Committee  and  it 
was  then  agreed  that  the  week  in  which  the 
twenty-second  of  February  falls  should  be  vaca- 
tion week.  The  provision  was  not  fully  operative 
until  1920  when  the  vacation  was  established  by 
amendment  of  the  regulations.  In  1924  question 
was  raised  as  to  the  advisability  of  continuing  the 
provision,  and  the  Board  of  Superintendents,  after 
careful  study,  was  unanimously  in  favor  of  a 
February  vacation  because  experience  showed 
that  the  absences  of  teachers  greatly  increased 
during  the  month  of  March.  The  Board  of 
Superintendents  was  then  of  the  opinion  that  the 
period  of  rest  in  the  month  of  February,  following 
what  is  usually  the  severe  weather  of  the  year, 
was  of  material  advantage  to  both  children  and 
teachers. 

The  Board  of  Superintendents  is  now  of  the 
same  opinion  and  unanimously  recommended  to 
the  School  Committee  on  Monday  evening  that 
the  February  vacation  be  continued  and  that  the 
date  of  reopening  of  schools  in  September  as  now 
established  continue. 

This  report  of  the  Board  of  Superintendents  was 
accepted  and  ordered  transmitted  to  the  City 
Council  through  your  Honor. 

Very  truly  yours, 

Ellen  M.  Cronin, 

Secretary. 
Placed  on  file. 


ADDITIONAL  LAND,  NEW  CHARLESTOWN 
SCHOOL. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  November  9,  1931. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — 1  herewith  transmit  to  you  report 
from  the  Boston  School  Committee  regarding 
your  request  to  the  taking  of  additional  land  in 


407 


CITY    COUNCIL. 


the  vicinity  of  the  new  Charlestown  Intermediate 
School.  This  is  in  reply  to  your  order  of  Sep- 
tember 28,  1931. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Cuklet,  Mayor. 

The  School  Committee  of  the  City  of  Boston, 

Administration  Building,  15  Beacon  Street, 

Office  of  the  Secretary, 

October  21,  1931. 
Hon.  James  M.  Curley, 

Mayor  of  Boston. 
Dear  Sir,— Recently  your  Honor  forwarded  to 
the  School  Committee  an  order  passed  by  the  City 
Council  on  September  28,  1931,  requesting  the 
School  Committee,  through  your  Honor,  to 
provide  for  the  taking  of  additional  land  on  both 
sides  of  the  new  Charlestown  Intermediate  School — 
the  Clarence  R.  Edwards  Intermediate  School  — 
for  the  purpose  of  acquiring  additional  play  space 
for  the  school. 

The  committee  finds  that  the  lot  on  which  the 
new-  school  building  stands  is  sufficient  for  inter- 
mediate school  needs  on  present  standards,  and 
the  committee  was  agreed  that  in  view  of  the 
urgent  needs  in  other  parts  of  the  city,  additional 
land  takings  in  this  section  would  not  be  warranted. 
Furthermore,  there  is  no  money  available  for  the 
purpose  at  this  time. 

Very  truly  yours, 
Ellen  M.  Cronin,  Secretary. 
Placed  on  file. 


300TH     ANNIVERSARY,     BOSTON     LATIN 
SCHOOL. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  November  9,  1931. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  herewith  transmit  to  you  report 
from  the  Boston  School  Committee  relative  to  your 
request  to  make  plans  for  the  celebration  of  the 
300th  anniversary  of  the  founding  of  the  Boston 
Latin  School.  This  is  in  reply  to  your  order  of 
September  24,  1931. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

The  School  Committee  of  the  City  of  Boston, 

Administration  Building,  15  Beacon  Street, 

Office  of  the  Secretary, 

October  20,  1931. 
Hon.  James  M.  Curley, 

Mayor  of  Boston. 

Dear  Sir, — At  last  evening's  conference,  the 
members  of  the  School  Committee  received  your 
communication  of  September  24  transmitting 
order  passed  by  the  City  Council  as  follows: 

Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  requested 
to  initiate  appropriate  plans  for  the  proper  celebra- 
tion in  1935  of  the  300th  anniversary  of  the 
founding  of  the  Boston  Latin  School,  most  especially 
with  reference  to  the  possible  construction  of  an 
adequate  school  building  properly  to  accommodate 
the  pupils  of  this  oldest  public  school  in  America. 

The  School  Committee  referred  to  the  Super- 
intendent with  full  powers  the  suggestion  for  the 
initiation  of  plans  for  the  celebration  of  the  300th 
anniversary  of  the  founding  of  the  Latin  School, 
and  directed  the  Secretary  to  inform  the  City 
Council,  through  your  Honor,  that  plans  are  now 
in  preparation  for  an  addition  to  the  Latin  School 
building,  which  addition  it  is  hoped  will  be  com- 
pleted and  ready  for  occupancy  when  the  schools 
reopen  next  September. 

Very  truly  yours, 
Ellen  M.  Cronin,  Secretary. 

Placed  on  file. 


KINDERGARTEN    SCHOOL    NEAR    MARY 
E.  CURLEY  SCHOOL. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  November  9,  1931. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, —  1  herewith  transmit  to  you 
report  from  the  Boston  School  Committee  with 
reference  to  your  request  for  a  kindergarten  and 
primary  school  in  the  vicinity  of  the  Mary  E. 
Curley  School.  This  is  in  reply  to  your  order  of 
October  3,  1931. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 


The  School  Committee  of  the  City  of  Boston, 

Administration  Building,  15  Beacon  Street, 

Office  of  the  Secretary, 

October  21,  1931. 
Hon.  James  M.  Curley, 

Mayor  of  Boston. 

Dear  Sir, — Recently  your  Honor  forwarded  to 
the  School  Committee  the  following  order  passed 
by  the  City  Council: 

"Ordered,  That  the  School  Committee  be  re- 
quested, through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  consider 
the  advisability  of  establishing  a  kindergarten 
and  primary  school  in  the  vicinity  of  the  Mary  E. 
Curley  School." 

At  a  conference  of  the  members  of  the  School 
Committee  held  on  Monday  evening  of  this  week, 
the  superintendent  reported  that  his  attention 
had  been  called  to  the  unsatisfactory  conditions 
in  the  Chestnut  Avenue  School  in  the  Bowditch 
District,  which  school  is  now  accommodating  the 
kindergarten  children  of  the  section,  and  on  the 
second  floor,  a  class  of  Grade  1  and  II  pupils. 

The  superintendent  has  now  made  requisition 
upon  the  Superintendent  of  Construction  for  al- 
terations and  repairs  which  will  remedy  the 
physical  defects  which  have  been  pointed  out. 
-V  permanent  custodian  has  been  appointed  to  the 
building  and  telephone  service  will  be  provided. 

The  superintendent  reported  that,  all  things 
considered,  it  is  to  the  advantage  of  the  children, 
most  of  whom  live  in  close  proximity  to  the  Chest- 
nut Avenue  building,  to  continue  in  the  Chestnut 
Avenue  School,  rather  than  take  the  long  walk  to 
the  Mary  E.  Curley  School  which  will  mean 
crossing  a  very  busy  thoroughfare— Centre  street. 
The  number  of  children  of  kindergarten  age  in  the 
section  on  the  opposite  side  of  Centre  street,  the 
superintendent  understands,  is  not  sufficient  to 
warrant  the  establishment  of  a  kindergarten  in 
the  Mary  E.  Curley  School.  Classes  have  been 
established  there  for  the  children  of  Grades  1  to 
III.  The  present  arrangement  it  seemed  to  the 
superintendent  is  the  best  that  could  be  made  at 
the  present  time,  and  under  existing  conditions. 

The  report  of  the  superintendent  was  accepted 
and  ordered  transmitted  to  the  City  Council 
through  your  Honor. 

Very  truly  yours, 

Ellen  M.  Cronin,  Secretary. 

Placed  on  file. 


MONEY  FOR  NEW  CHARITIES  ADMINIS- 
TRATION BUILDING. 

The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  November  9,  1931. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  am  advised  by  the  chairman  of 
the  Board  of  Overseers  of  Public  Welfare  that  a 
balance  of  at  least  S15.000  will  remain  irr  the  loan 
granted  his  department  for  the  construction  of  the 
addition  to  the  present  building,  after  all  obliga- 
tions have  been  met. 

Because  of  the  language  of  the  order  authorizing 
the  loan,  this  balance  cannot  be  used  for  any  pur- 
pose outside  of  construction.  It  is  necessary,  of 
course,  before  the  new  addition  can  be  used,  that 
it  be  equipped  with  the  proper  furniture  and 
fittings. 

The  Board  of  Overseers  desires  to  use  the  balance 
remaining  in  the  loan  appropriation  for  this  pur- 
pose. In  order  to  accommodate  this  desire  it 
will  be  necessary  first  to  rescind  that  portion  of 
the  loan  which  is  no  longer  required  for  the  original 
purpose.  After  the  rescission,  it  will  be  possible 
to  submit  a  loan  order  for  the  specific  purpose 
desired. 

I,  therefore,  submit  for  your  approval  an  order 
rescinding  that  portion  of  the  original  loan,  no 
longer  required.  Since  it  appears  the  new  addition 
will  be  ready  for  occupancy  early  in  December,  I 
respectfully  recommend  that  prompt  consideration 
be  given  this  order. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

Ordered,  That  the  right  to  borrow  money  for 
New  Charities  Administration  Building,  under 
loan  order  passed  March  2,  1931,  and  approved 
by  the  Mayor  March  3, 1931,  be  limited  to  5285,000 
and  that  the  authorization  to  borrow  in  excess  of 
said  amount  for  said  purpose  be,  and  the  same 
hereby  is,  rescinded. 

Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 
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DEATH  OF  HOSEMAN  PATRICK  MORLEY. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  November  9,  1931. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — 1  herewith  transmit  to  you  report 
from  Hon.  Edward  P.  McLaughlin,  Fire  Commis- 
sioner, relative  to  your  request  for  a  report  con- 
cerning the  death  of  Hoseman  Patrick  Morley  of 
Engine  No.  38.  This  is  in  reply  to  your  order  of 
September  14,  1931. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Fire  Department,  October  19,  1931. 
Hon.  James.  M.  Curley. 

Mayor  of  Boston. 
Dear  Sir, — Referring  to  the  attached  order  from 
the  City  Council  that  the  recent  deatli  of  Hoseman 
Patrick  Morley  of  Engine  Company  38  be  investi- 
gated, I  am  attaching  herewith  in  duplicate  copies 
of  the  report  of  the  Medical  Examiner  for  Suffolk 
County,  Dr.  W.  H.  Watters. 

Yours  very  truly, 
Ed-ward  F.  McLaughlin, 

Fire  Commissioner. 
Placed  on  file. 


SALE  OF  LAND  AT  FOSTER  COURT. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  November  9,  1931. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — The  attached  communication  re- 
garding proposed  sale  of  land,  property  of  the  City 
of  Boston,  at  Foster  court,  lias  been  received  from 
the  Corporation  Counsel,  and  1  beg  to  submit  the 
same  for  your  consideration. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Law   Department,   November  9,   1931. 
Hon.  James  M.  Curley, 

Mayor  of  Boston. 
Dear  Sir, — Inclosed  please  find  order  to  be  intro- 
duced in  the  City  Council  authorizing  the  sale  of 
about  30.04  square  feet  of  land  which  had  been 
taken  for  park  purposes  by  a  resolve  and  order  of 
the  Board  of  Street  Commissioners  of  the  City  of 
Boston,  approved  by  the  Mayor  of  Boston  Novem- 
ber 7,  1930.  The  said  premises  are  in  the  rear  of 
Foster  court,  which  runs  off  Foster  street,  in  the 
North  End  District  of  Boston.  Mr.  Clemente, 
who  desires  to  purchase  this  small  strip  of  land,  is 
unable  under  the  present  circumstances  to  have 
easy  access  to  the  cellar  door  of  his  property  which 
is  in  the  rear  of  Foster  court.  Mr.  Long,  chairman 
of  the  Park  Department  of  the  City  of  Boston, 
says  that  the  selling  of  this  small  strip  of  land  will 
not  do  the  playground  any  injury  and  recommends 
that  the  land  be  sold. 

Very  truly  yours, 

Samuel  Silverman, 

Corporation  Counsel. 

Whereas,  the  Board  of  Street  Commissioners  of 
the  City  of  Boston  took  for  playground  purposes 
certain  land  situated  on  Foster  street  in  Boston, 
County  of  Suffolk  and  Commonwealth  of  Massa- 
chusetts, by  a  resolve  and  order  of  said  Board, 
approved  by  the  Mayor  November  7,  1930,  and 
recorded  with  Suffolk  Deeds  November  24,  1930, 
Book  5228,  page  168;  and 

Whereas,  A  portion  of  the  said  premises  is  no 
longer  needed  for  public  purposes,  namely,  thirty 
and  40-100  (30.40)  feet  hereafter  described;  now, 
therefore,  it  is  hereby 

Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be,  and  he 
hereby  is,  authorized,  in  the  name  and  behalf  of 
the  City  of  Boston,  and  in  form  satisfactory  to  the 
Law  Department  of  the  City  of  Boston,  to  execute 
and  deliver  to  Filippo  Clemente,  upon  the  payment 
to  said  City  of  Boston  by  the  said  Filippo  Clemente 
of  $42.26,  a  deed  of  all  its  right,  title  and  interest  in 
and  to  a  certain  parcel  of  land  situate  in  said  BoBton, 
bounded  and  described  as  follows: 

Northwesterly  by  land  of  the  City  of  Boston, 
supposed  to  belong,  prior  to  the  passage  of  said 
resolve  and  order,  to  Vincenzo  Lanzo,  fifteen  and 
20-100  (15.20)  feet;  northeasterly  by  Foster  court, 
so  called,  two  (2)  feet;  southeasterly  by  land  sup- 
posed to  belong  to  Filippo  Clemente,  fifteen  and 


20-100  (15.20)  feet,  and  southwesterly  by  land 
supposed  to  belong,  prior  to  the  passage  of  said 
resolve  and  order,  to  Vincenzo  Lanzo,  and  now  the 
property  of  the  City  of  Boston,  two  (2)  feet,  con- 
taining thirty  and  40-100  square  feet,  more  or  less. 
Referred  to  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 


TRANSFERS     WITHIN      DEPARTMENTAL 
APPROPRIATIONS. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  November  9,  1931. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — The  attached  requests  for  transfers 
within  departmental  appropriations  have  been 
examined  and  investigated  by  the  Budget  Com- 
missioner. I  accordingly  recommend  adoption  of 
the  accompanying  orders  by  your  honorable  body. 
Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

Ordered,  That  under  authority  of  chapter  261 
of  the  Acts  of  1893  the  City  Auditor  be,  and  hereby 
is,  authorized  to  make  the  following  transfer  in  the 
appropriations  for  Assessing  Department: 

From  the  appropriation  for  A-3,  Unassigned, 
$1,156.92,  to  the  appropriation  for  A-l,  Permanent 
Employees,  Clerks  4  at  $1,600  a  year,  $28.77;  A-2, 
Temporary  Employees,  $628.15;  B.  37,  Photo- 
graphic and  Blueprinting,  $150;  D-ll,  Motor 
Vehicle,  $350. 

Ordered,  That  under  authority  of  chapter  261 
of  the  Acts  of  1893  the  City  Auditor  be,  and 
hereby  is,  authorized  to  make  the  following  transfer 
in  the  appropriations  for  Hospital  Department: 

From  the  appropriation  for  D-2,  Food  and  Ice, 
$15,000;  D-3,  Fuel,  $10,000,  to  the  appropriation 
for  A-l,  Permanent  Employees,  Nurses,  Graduate, 
147  at  $85  to  $140  a  month,  $25,000. 

From  the  appropriation  for  D-3,  Fuel,  $2,000, 
to  the  appropriation  for  D-16,  General  Plant, 
$2,000. 

Ordered,  That  under  authority  of  chapter  261 
of  the  Acts  of  1893  the  City  Auditor  be,  and 
hereby  is,  authorized  to  make  the  following  transfer 
in  the  appropriations  for  Hospital  Department, 
Sanatorium  Division: 

From  the  appropriation  for  A-l,  Permanent 
Employees,  Officer,  First  Assistant  Medical,  1  at 
$1,800  a  year,  $155,  to  the  appropriation  for  A-l, 
Permanent  Employees,  Coal  Passers,  4  (2)  at  $30 
a  week,  $155. 

From  the  appropriation  for  A-l,  Permanent 
Employees,  Nurses,  Heads  of  Wards,  12  at  $1,140 
a  year,  $58.28,  to  the  appropriation  for  A-l,  Per- 
manent Employees,  Directors,  Occupational  Ther- 
apy, 2  at  $1,200  a  year,  $58.28. 

From  the  appropriation  for  A-l,  Permanent 
Employees,  Social  Workers,  2  at  $1,300  to  $1,700 
a  year,  $470,  to  the  appropriation  for  A-l,  Per- 
manent Employees,  Laborers,  7  at  $5  a  day,  $470. 

From  the  appropriation  for  A-l,  Permanent 
Employees,  Clerks,  2  at  $1,050  a  year,  $300; 
Engineers,  Assistant,  6  at  $45  a  week,  $1,800,  to 
the  appropriation  for  A-l,  Permanent  Employees, 
Nurses,  61  at  $1,020  a  year,  $2,100. 

From  the  appropriation  for  B-8,  Light,  Heat 
and  Power,  $2,500;  B-39,  General  Plant,  $2,000; 
B-42,  Music,  Concerts,  etc.,  $350;  C-7,  Furniture 
and  Fittings,  $1,850;  A-3,  Unassigned,  $500;  A-l, 
Permanent  Employees,  Officers,  Assistant  Resi- 
dent Medical,  7  at,  $1,200  a  year,  $100;  Clerks,  2 
at  $1,050  a  year,  $500;  Surgeon,  Resident,  1  at 
$2,500  a  year,  $200,  to  the  appropriation  for  A-l, 
Permanent  Employees,  Hospital  Employees,  196 
(225),  not  exceeding  $30  a  week,  $8,000. 

From  the  appropriation  for  B-18,  Cleaning,  $50, 
to  the  appropriation  for  D-4,  Forage  and  Animal, 
$60. 

From  the  appropriation  for  B-28,  Expert,  $200; 
C-16,  Wearing  Apparel,  $100;  E-l,  Building,  $200; 
D-10,  Agricultural,  $100;  D-ll,  Motor  Vehicle, 
$100;  A-l,  Pcrmaiienl  Employees,  Laboratory 
i 'int.  1  at  $1,500  a  year,  $200;  A-2,  Tem- 
porary Employees,  $100,  to  the  appropriation  for 
D-6,  Medical,  Surgical,  Laboratory,  $1,000. 

Ordered,  That  under  authority  of  chapter  261 
of  the  Acts  of  1893  the  City  Auditor  be,  and 
hereby    is,    authorized    to    make    the    following 
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transfer    in    the    appropriations    for    Institutions 
Department,  Child  Welfare  Division: 

From  the  appropriation  for  C-16,  Wearing 
Apparel,  $800,  to  the  appropriation  for  A-2, 
Temporary  Employees,  $800. 

Ordered,  That  under  authority  of  chapter  261 
of  the  Acts  of  1893  the  City  Auditor  be,  and 
hereby  is,  authorized  to  make  the  following  transfer 
in  the  appropriations  for  Institutions  Department, 
Long  Island  Hospital: 

From  the  appropriation  for  D-2,  Food  and  Ice, 
$4,200,  to  the  appropriation  for  A-2,  Temporary 
Employees,  $4,000;  C-10,  Library,  $100;  D-10, 
Agricultural,  $100. 

From  the  appropriation  for  D-13,  Chemical  and 
Disinfectants,  $600,  to  the  appropriation  for  C-13, 
Tools  and  Instruments,  $600. 

From  the  appropriation  for  D-8,  Laundry, 
Cleaning  and  Toilet,  $1,000,  to  the  appropriation 
for  E-13,  Materials,  $1,000. 

From  the  appropriation  for  C-4,  Motor  Vehicle, 
$1,000,  to  the  appropriation  for  E-l,  Building, 
$1,000. 

From  the  appropriation  for  E-10,  Electrical, 
$500;  C-4,  Motor  Vehicle,  $500,  to  the  appropria- 
tion for  C-12,  Medical,  Surgical,  Laboratory, 
$1,000. 

Ordered,  That  under  authority  of  chapter  261 
of  the  Acts  of  1893  the  City  Auditor  be,  and 
hereby  is,  authorized  to  make  the  following 
transfer  in  the  appropriations  for  Institutions 
Department,  steamer  "George  A.  Hibbard"  and 
Launch  "James  J.  Minot": 

From  the  appropriation  for  D-14,  Marine,  $800. 
to  the  appropriation  for  B-39,  General  Plant,  $800. 

Ordered,  That  under  authority  of  chapter 
261  of  the  Acts  of  1893  the  City  Auditor  be,  and 
hereby  is,  authorized  to  transfer: 

From  the  appropriation  for  Institutions,  Long 
Island  Hospital,  D-2,  Food  and  Ice,  $2,000,  to 
the  appropriation  for  Institutions,  steamer  "George 
A.  Hibbard"  and  launch  "James  J.  Minot," 
B-39,  General  Plant,  $2,000. 

Ordered,  That  under  authority  of  chapter  261 
of  the  Acts  of  1893  the  City  Auditor  be,  and 
hereby  is,  authorized  to  make  the  following  transfer 
in  the  appropriations  for  Park  Department: 

From  the  appropriation  for  G-4,  Boston  Airport 
Maintenance,  $12,717.78,  to  the  appropriation  for 
B-14,  Motor  Vehicle  Repairs  and  Care,  $3,000; 
B-29,  Stenographic,  Copying  and  Indexing,  S50; 
C-7,  Furniture  and  Fittings,  $1,000;  C-9,  Office, 
$2.78;  C-13,  Tools  and  Instruments,  $2,000; 
D-l,  Office,  $500;  D-5,  Medical,  Surgical,  Labora- 
tory, $15;  D-9,  Educational  and  Recreational, 
$2,000;  D-10,  Agricultural,  82,000;  D-13,  Chemi- 
cals and  Disinfectants,  $150;  E-l,  Building, 
$800;  E-9,  Machinery.  $200;  F-ll,  Workmen's 
Compensation,    $1,000. 

Ordered,  That  under  authority  of  chapter  261 
of  the  Acts  of  1893  the  City  Auditor  be,  and 
hereby  is,  authorized  to  make  the  following  transfer 
in  the  appropriations  for  Park  Department, 
Cemetery  Division: 

From  the  appropriation  for  A-l,  Permanent 
Employees,  Gardeners,  Treemen,  etc.,  14  at  $5.50 
a  day,  $600;  A-2,  Temporary  Employees,  $1,500, 
to  the  appropriation  for  A-l,  Permanent  Em- 
ployees, Laborers,  etc.,  42  at  $5  a  day,  $2,100. 

From  the  appropriation  for  B-39,  General  Plant 
Repairs,  $4,195,  to  the  appropriation  for  B-8, 
Light,  Heat  and  Power,  $75;  B-16,  Care  of  Ani- 
mals, $20;  C-13,  Tools  and  Instruments,  $1,000; 
D-10,  Agricultural,  $3,100. 

Ordered,  That  under  authority  of  chapter  261 
of  the  Acts  of  1893  the  City  Auditor  be,  and  hereby 
is,  authorized  to  make  the  following  transfer  in  the 
appropriations  for  Police   Department: 

From  the  appropriation  for  C-5,  Motorless 
Vehicles,  $100,  to  the  appropriation  for  C-12, 
Medical,  Surgical,  Laboratory,  $100. 

From  the  appropriation  for  C-9,  Office,  $3,200, 
to  the  appropriation  for,  C-7,  Furniture  and 
Fittings,  $3,200. 

From  the  appropriation  for  C-17,  General  Plant, 
$1,700,  to  the  appropriation  for  C-13,  Tools  and 
Instruments,    $1,700. 

From  the  appropriation  for  D-l,  Office,  $600, 
to  the  appropriation  for  D-5,  Medical,  Surgical, 
Laboratory,  $100;  D-13,  Chemicals  and  Disin- 
fectants, $500. 


From  the  appropriation  for  F-7,  Pensions  and 
Annuities,  $506.76,  to  the  appropriation  for  F-14, 
Listing,   $506.76. 

Ordered,  That  under  authority  of  chapter  261 
of  the  Acts  of  1893  the  City  Auditor  be  and  hereby 
is  authorized  to  make  the  following  transfer  in  the 
appropriations  for    Public  Welfare  Department: 

From  the  appropriation  for  F-14,  Old  Age 
Assistance,  $300,000,  to  the  appropriation  for  F-9, 
Care  of  Dependents,  $300,000. 

Ordered,  That  under  authority  of  chapter  261  of 
the  Acts  of  1893,  the  City  Auditor  be  and  hereby  is 
authorized  to  make  the  following  transfer  in  the 
appropriations  for  Public  Works  Department, 
Bridge    Division: 

From  the  appropriation  for  A-l,  Permanent 
Employees,  Transitmen,  5  (4)  at  $1,700  to  $2,100 
a  year,  $1,100,  to  the  appropriation  for  A-l, 
Permanent  Employees,  Engineers,  Assistant,  4  at 
$3,000  to  $3,800  a  year,  $500;  A-l,  Inspectors, 
3  at  $1,900  a  year  to  $2,300  a  year,  $400;  A-l, 
Rodmen,  2  at  $1,400  to  $1,600  a  year,  $200. 

From  the  appropriation  for  A-3,  Unassigned, 
$200,  to  the  appropriation  for  A-2,  Temporary 
Employees,  $200. 

From  the  appropriation  for  B-8,  Light,  Heat  and 
Power,  $907.04,  to  the  appropriation  for  D-l, 
Office,  $200;  D-2,  Food  and  Ice,  $7.04;  E-10, 
Electrical,  $300;  B-14,  Motor  Vehicle  Repairs  and 
Care,  $400. 

From  the  appropriation  for  F-7,  Pensions  and 
Annuities,  $50,  to  the  appropriation  for  F-ll, 
Workmen's    Compensation,    $50. 

Ordered,  That  under  authority  of  chapter  261 
of  the  Acts  of  1893  the  City  Auditor  be,  and 
hereby  is,  authorized  to  make  the  following  trans- 
fers in  the  appropriations  for  Public  Works  De- 
partment, Ferry  Division: 

From  the  appropriation  for  A-l,  Permanent 
Employees,  Deckhands,  26  at  $5.25  per  day, 
$2,152.68,  to  the  appropriation  for  A-l,  Permanent 
Employees,  Engineers,  12  at  $50  per  week,  $58.32; 
A-2,  Temporary  Employees,  $2,000;  F-7,  Pensions 
and  Annuities,  $94.36. 

From  the  appropriation  for  D-l,  Office,  $200, 
to  the  appropriation  for  D-16,  General  Plant,  $200. 

Ordered,  That  under  authority  of  chapter  261 
of  the  Acts  of  1893  the  City  Auditor  be,  and 
hereby  is,  authorized  to  make  the  following  trans- 
fers in  the  appropriations  for  Public  Works  Depart- 
ment, Paving  Division^ 

From  the  appropriation  for  A-l,  Permanent 
Employees,  Laborers,  Feeders,  Mechanics,  Assist- 
ants, etc.,  419  at  $5  a  day,  $2,244.50,  to  the  appro- 
priation for  A-l.  Permanent  Employees,  Yardmen, 
5  at  $1,600  a  year,  $2,244.50. 

From  the  appropriation  for  C-4,  Motor  Vehicles, 
$8,500,  to  the  appropriation  for  C-13,  Tools  and 
Instruments,  $8,500. 

From  the  appropriation  for  B-39,  General  Plant, 
$75,  to  the  appropriation  for  B-3,  Advertising  and 
Posting,  $25;  B-35,  Fees,  Service  of  Venires,  etc., 
$50. 

From  the  appropriation  for  D-4,  Forage  and 
Animal,  $1,000,  to  the  appropriation  for  D-l. 
Office,  $1,000. 

Ordered,  That  under  authority  of  chapter  261 
of  the  Acts  of  1893  the  City  Auditor  be,  and 
hereby  is,  authorized  to  make  the  following  trans- 
fers in  the  appropriations  for  Public  Works  Depart- 
ment, Sanitary  Division: 

From  the  appropriation  for  C-4,  Motor  Vehicles, 
$6,500,  to  the  appropriation  for  C-13,  Tools  and 
Instruments,  $6,500. 

From  the  appropriation  for  A-l,  Permanent 
Employees,  Chauffeurs,  Teamsters,  Laborers,  112 
(135)  at  $30  a  week  to  $33  a  week,  $11,000;  In- 
spectors, 79  at  $1,700  to  $2,100  a  year,  $1,000; 
Mechanics  and  Assistants,  60  at  $5.50  to  $6  a  day, 
$4,000,  to  the  appropriation  for  A-l,  Permanent 
Employees,  Laborers,  Feeders,  etc.,  878  (853)  at 
$5  a  day,  $16,000. 

From  the  appropriation  for  B-39,  General  Plant, 
$7,400;  C-4,  Motor  Vehicles,  $19,000;  C-17,  Gen- 
eral Plant,  $1,000,  to  the  appropriation  for  B-14, 
Motor  Vehicle  Repairs  and  Care,  $27,400. 

From  the  appropriation  for  D-4,  Forage  and 
Animal,  $5,000,  to  the  appropriation  for  B-14, 
Motor  Vehicle  Repairs  and  Care,  $2,600;  B-10, 
Rent,  Taxes  and  Water,  $200;  B-16,  Care  of  Ani- 
mals,  $100;   D-l,   Office,    $1,000;   D-8,    Laundry, 
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Cleaning,  Toilet,  $50;  E-10,  Electrical,  $50;  F-ll, 
Workmen's  Compensation,  $1,000. 

Ordered,  That  under  authority  of  chapter  261 
of  the  Acts  of  1893  the  City  Auditor  be,  and 
hereby  is,  authorized  to  make  the  following  transfer 
in  the  appropriations  for  Registry  Department: 

From  the  appropriation  for  B-l,  Printing  and 
Binding,  $80,  to  the  appropriation  for  B-13,  Com- 
munication, $80. 

Ordered,  That  under  authority  of  chapter  261 
of  the  Acts  of  1893  the  City  Auditor  be,  and 
hereby  is,  authorized  to  make  the  following 
transfers  in  the  appropriations  for  Public  Works 
Department,  Water  Division: 

From  the  appropriation  for  B-39,  General  Plant, 
$2,575,  to  the  appropriation  for  B-3,  Advertising 
and  Posting,  $50;  B-14,  Motor  Vehicle  Repairs 
and  Care,  $2,500;  D-13,  Chemicals  and  Disin- 
fectants, $25. 

From  the  appropriation  for  F-7,  Pensions  and 
Annuities,  $400,  to  the  appropriation  for  F-ll, 
Workmen's  Compensation,  $400. 

Ordered,  That  under  authority  of  chapter  261 
of  the  Acts  of  1893  the  City  Auditor  be,  and 
hereby  is,  authorized  to  make  the  following  trans- 
fers in  the  appropriations  for  Public  Works  Depart- 
ment, Sewer  Division: 

From  the  appropriation  for  A-3,  Unassigned, 
$664.87,  to  the  appropriation  for  F-7,  Pensions  and 
Annuities,  $412;  B-10,  Rent,  Taxes  and  Water, 
$2.87;    F-ll,  Workmen's  Compensation,  $250. 

From  theappropriation  for  B-39,  General  Plant, 
$300,  to  the  appropriation  for  B-35,  Fees,  Service 
of  Venires,  etc.,  $300. 

From  the  appropriation  for  C-4,  Motor  Vehicles, 
$1,000,  to  the  appropriation  for  C-17,  General 
Plant,  $1,000. 

Ordered,  That  under  authority  of  chapter  261 
of  the  Acts  of  1893  the  City  Auditor  be,  and  hereby 
is,  authorized  to  make  the  following  transfer  in 
the  appropriations  for  District  Court  of  Chelsea: 

From  the  appropriation  for  B-35,  Fees,  Service 
of  Venires,  etc.,  $200,  to  the  appropriation  for  D-l, 
Office,  $200. 

Ordered,  That  under  authority  of  chapter  261 
of  the  Acts  of  1893  the  City  Auditor  be,  and  hereby 
is,  authorized  to  make  the  following  transfer  in 
the  appropriations  for  Mayor,  Office  Expenses: 

From  the  appropriation  for  G-3,  Miscellaneous, 
$1,000,  to  the  appropriation  for  B-13,  Communi- 
cation, $600;  B-39,  General  Plant,  $25;  D-l, 
Office,  $375. 

Ordered,  That  under  authority  of  chapter  261 
of  the  Acts  of  1893  the  City  Auditor  be,  and 
hereby  is,  authorized  to  make  the  following  trans- 
fers in  the  appropriations  for  Public  Welfare 
Department,  Central  Office: 

From  the  appropriation  for  B-39,  General  Plant, 
$1,000,  to  the  appropriation  for  B-4,  Transporta- 
tion of  Persons,  $1,000.      ■ 

From  the  appropriation  for  B-18,  Cleaning,  $650, 
to  the  appropriation  for  C-9,  Office,  $600;  D-16, 
General  Plant,  $50. 

From  the  appropriation  for  B-39,  General  Plant. 
$50,  to  the  appropriation  for  C-10,  Library,  $50. 

Ordered,  That  under  authority  of  chapter  261 
of  the  Acts  of  1893  the  City  Auditor  be,  and  hereby 
is,  authorized  to  make  the  following  transfer 
in  the  appropriations  for  Public  Welfare  Depart- 
ment, Wayfarers'  Lodge: 

From  the  appropriation  for  D-2,  Food  and  Ice, 
$700,  to  the  appropriation  for  B-8,  Light.  Heat, 
and  Power,  $300;    D-3,  Fuel,  $400. 

Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 


PETITIONS  REFERRED. 

The  following  petitions  were  received  and 
referred  to  the  committees  named,  viz.: 

Claims. 

Lester  Blowers,  for  compensation  for  damage  to 
clothing  caused  by  an  alleged  defect  in  Sydney 
street. 

Mrs.  A.  Bornstein,  for  refund  on  unused  refuse 
tickets. 

Broadway  Stationery  Company,  for  compensa- 
tion for  damage  to  property  at  108  Washington 
street,  caused  by  water  from  street. 


Everett  H.  Caswell,  for  compensation  for  dam- 
age to  clothing  caused  by  an  alleged  defect  in 
Summer  Street  Extension. 

Alberto  Cecero,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  an  alleged  defect  at  Commercial  and 
Clinton  streets. 

Rose  Celeste,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  an  alleged  defect  at  54  Leverett  street. 

Rose  C.  Clancy,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  property  at  86  Burrell  street,  Roxbury,  caused 
by  blocking  up  of  sewer. 

George  A.  Clare,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  car  caused  by  an  alleged  defect  at  29  South 
Munroe  terrace. 

L.  R.  Clinton,  for  compensation  for  damage  to 
car  caused  by  an  alleged  defect  in  Charles  street. 

William  J.  Davis,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  property  at  51  Mountfort  street,  caused  by  ash 
truck. 

Helen  M.  DeCourcey,  for  compensation  for 
damage  to  property  at  669  Washington  street, 
Brighton,  caused  by  laying  of  sidewalk. 

E.  D.  Dodge,  for  compensation  for  damage  to 
car  by  city  truck. 

Jeannette  F.  Donovan,  for  compensation  for 
injuries  caused  by  an  alleged  defect  at  1042 
Boylston  street. 

Frank  Durst,  for  compensation  for  damage  to 
car  caused  by  an  alleged  defect  in  Wood  avenue, 
Mattapan. 

Alice  F.  Friend,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  an  alleged  defect  at  Auburn  and  Russell 
streets. 

Rose  Gallant,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  an  alleged  defect  at  Municipal  Building, 
Columbia  road. 

Florence  E.  Goldman,  for  compensation  for 
injuries  caused  by  an  alleged  defect  at  Kneeland 
and  Tyler  streets. 

John  Hanley,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  an  alleged  defect  in  Prescott  street. 

Nellie  J.  Hanrahan,  for  compensation  for  dam- 
age to  car  by  fire  apparatus. 

William  B.  Hastings,  for  compensation  for  dam- 
age to  car  caused  by  an  alleged  defect  in  Shawmut 
avenue. 

Gladys  K.  Housman,  for  compensation  for 
damage  to  property  at  85  Sanborn  avenue,  caused 
by  change  of  grade  of  street. 

James  T.  Hull,  for  compensation  for  damage  to 
car  by  city  car. 

William  Kroner,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  car  by  city  car. 

Anton  F.  Langguth,  for  compensation  for  in- 
juries caused  by  city  car. 

James  Meehan,  for  compensation  for  dafnage 
to  property  at  187  Florence  street,  Roxbury, 
caused  by  water  from  Stony  brook. 

Joseph  Meli,  for  refund  on  store  license. 

Louis  Miller,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  an  alleged  defect  at  227  Blue  Hill  avenue. 

Stephen  Mitchell,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  car  by  city  cart. 

Estate  of  Sarah  L.  Morrison,  for  compensation 
for  damage  to  property  at  6  Ventura  street. 
Dorchester,  caused  by  fixing  of  street. 

Bernard  J.  Mulhearn,  for  compensation  for 
damage  to  property  at  124  Canterbury  street, 
caused  by  construction  of  Franklin  Hill  avenue. 

Leo  M.  Nethercote,  for  compensation  for 
damage  to  car  caused  by  an  alleged  defect  at  South 
and  Beach  streets. 

John  A.  and  Lydia  Osol,  for  compensation  for 
damage  to  boiler  at  1521  Centre  street,  Roslindale, 
caused  by  water  shut-off. 

Anna  Pellegrini,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  property  at  22  Tliwing  street,  Roxbury,  caused 
by  city    truck. 

Mrs.  Pugliano,  for  compensation  for  loss  of 
clothing  at  City   Hospital. 

Schwartz  it  ( irltman,  for  refund  on  refuse 
tickets. 

Mildred  Schnetzer,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  an  alleged  defect  in  Stanhope  street. 

I ).  A.  Schulte,  Inc.,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  property  at  School  and  Washington  streets, 
caused  by  break  in  water  main. 

Catherine  Simmons,  for  compensation  for  in- 
juries caused  by  an  alleged  defect  in  Bosworth 
street. 

Thomas  A.  Steele,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  truck  by  fire  apparatus. 

Joseph  Tempesta,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  car  by  city  team. 

Joseph  'I  hompson,  for  refund  on  refuse  tickets. 

II    S.   Thomson,  for  compensation  for  damage  to 

car  caused  by  an  alleged  defect  in  Brookline  avenue. 
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Anna  B.  Walls,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  an  alleged  defect  at  Berkeley  street  and 
Columbus  avenue. 

Samuel  Weiner,  for  compensation  for  damage  to 
car  caused  by  an  alleged  defect  in  Stuart  street. 

K.  N.  Wildes,  for  compensation  for  damage  to 
car  caused  by  an  alleged  defect  at  Charles  and 
Cambridge  streets. 

Josephine  Zewley,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  an  alleged  defect  in  Lovering  street. 

Catherine  Regan,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
received  on  steamer  "M.  J.  Perkins." 

A.  Louis  Kramer,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  car  by  police  service  truck. 

Margaret  A.  Haggerty,  for  compensation  for 
injuries  caused  by  defect  in  sidewalk  in  front  of 
33  and  35  McLean  Btreet. 

Executive. 
Petition  of  Bridget  A.  Lynch,  16  Chase  street, 
Dorchester,  to  be  paid  an  annuity  on  account  of 
death  of  her  husband,  Patrick  W.  Lynch,  an 
engineer  in  the  Fire  Department,  who  died  July 
16,  1931,  from  injuries  received  in  the  performance 
of  his  duty. 

Special  Committee  on  Jitney  Licenses. 

Petition  of  Eastern  Massachusetts  Street  Rail- 
way Company  to  operate  motor  vehicles  from 
Pierce  square  and  Ashmont  Station  on  Dorchester 
avenue,  no  fares  to  be  collected  between  Pierce 
square  and  Ashmont  Station,  in  competition  with 
Boston  Elevated. 

Petition  of  Eastern  Massachusetts  Street  Rail- 
way Company  to  operate  motor  vehicles  from 
Dedham-Boston  line  and  Forest  Hills  Station,  on 
Washington  street,  no  fares  to  be  collected  be- 
tween Dedham-Boston  line  and  Forest  Hills 
Station,  in  competition  with  Boston  Elevated. 


COMMUNICATION   FROM   SELECTMEN 
OF   NORWOOD. 

A  communication  was  received  from  the  Select- 
men of  Norwood  favoring  application  of  Eastern 
Massachusetts  Street  Railway  Company  for  license 
to  operate  buses  between  Boston-Dedham  line  and 
Forest  Hills  terminal  of  Boston  Elevated  Street 
Railway. 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Jitney  Licenses. 


GRANT   OF   LOCATIONS   BY   METRO- 
POLITAN  DISTRICT   COMMISSION. 

A  communication  was  received  from  the  Metro- 
politan District  Commission  inclosing  copy  of 
order  of  October  29,  1931,  granting  to  Edison 
Electric  Illuminating  Company  of  Boston  and  the 
New  England  Telephone  &  Telegraph  Company 
a  location  for  poles  and  wires  in  East  Milton  street 
and  Neponset  River  Parkway. 

Placed  on  file. 


APPROVAL  OF  CONSTABLE'S  BOND. 

Notice  was  received  from  the  City  Treasurer  of 
approval  of  surety  on  constable's  bond  of  Marks 
Goldstein. 

Approval  by  the  Council. 


LEASE  OF  BLOSSOM  STREET  SCHOOL. 

A  communication  was  received  from  the  School 
Committee  inclosing  attested  copy  of  order  passed 
by  committee  July  20,  1931,  requesting  City  Coun- 
cil to  authorize  the  School  Committee  to  lease  to 
Second  Division,  Post  2045,  Veterans  of  Foreign 
Wars,  the  two  upper  floors  of  school  property  at 
42  Blossom  street,  West  End. 

Placed  on  file. 


RESIGNATION  OF  B.  PRESTON  CLARK. 

Notice  was  received  from  the  Mayor  of  his  ac- 
ceptance of  resignation  of  B.  Preston  Clark,  55 
Kilby  street,  Boston,  as  a  member  of  the  Board  of 
Zoning  Adjustment. 

Placed  on  file. 


APPOINTMENT  OF  ROBERT  J.  BOTTOMLY. 

Notice  was  received  from  the  Mayor  of  appoint- 
ment of  Robert  J.  Bottomly,  29  Greenough  avenue, 
Jamaica  Plain,  as  member  of  Board  of  Trustees  of 
Metropolitan  Transit  District,  for  term  ending 
October  24,  1933. 

Placed  on  file. 


INTEREST  IN   CONTRACT  OF  JOSEPH  A. 
TOMASELLO. 

Notice  was  received  from  Joseph  A.  Tomasello,  a 
member  of  Board  of  Appeal,  of  interest  in  contract 
awarded  A.  G.  Tomasello  &  Son,  Inc.,  for  grading 
at  Jefferson  Playground,  Roxbury. 

Placed  on  file. 


EXTENSION  OF  TIME  TO  BOSTON 
ELEVATED  RAILWAY. 

Notice  was  received  from  the  Board  of  Street 
Commissioners  of  extension  of  time  to  Boston 
Elevated  Railway  to  complete  66th  locatoin.  single 
track  curve  at  westerly  corner  of  Bartlett  and 
Washington  streets. 

Placed  on  file. 


SOLDIERS'  RELIEF. 

Coun.  NORTON,  for  the  Committee  on  Soldiers' 
Relief,  submitted  report  recommending  passage 
of  order  for  payment  of  aid  to  soldiers  and  sailors 
and  their  families  in  the  City  of  Boston  for  the 
month  of  October,  1931. 

Report  accepted,  said  order  passed. 


WARD  3  IMPROVEMENTS. 

Coun.  FITZGERALD  offered  the  foUowing: 
Ordered,    That    the    Commissioner    of    Public 
Works  be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor, 
to  repave  Charles  street/ from  Leverett  street  to 
Auburn  street,  with  smooth  paving. 

Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor, 
to  make  a  granolithic  sidewalk  around  the  reserva- 
tion on  Charles  street,  at  Allen,  Fruit,  Chambers 
and  Poplar  streets. 

Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Works 
be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to 
repave  Cambridge  street,  from  Cedar  street  to 
Lindall  place,  with  smooth  paving. 

Severally  passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


EMPLOYMENT   OF   TEMPORARY 
STENOGRAPHER. 

Coun.  GREEN  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Clerk  of  Committees  be,  and 
he  hereby  is,  instructed  to  employ  a  stenographer 
for  a  temporary  period  of  three  months. 
Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 


SIDEWALK   CONSTRUCTION. 

Coun.  WILSON  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  make  a  sidewalk  along  Selden  street,  from 
Capen  street  to  Milton  avenue,  Ward  17,  in  front 
of  the  estates  bordering  thereon;  said  sidewalk  to 
be  from  3  to  10  inches  above  the  gutter  adjoining, 
to  be  from  5  to  12  feet  in  width,  and  to  be  built 
of  artificial  stone,  with  granite  edgestones,  under 
the  provisions  of  chapter  196  of  the  Special  Acts  of 
1917. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


GRASS   PLOT,   HENSHAW  AND 
CAMBRIDGE   STREETS. 

Coun.  GALLAGHER  offered  the  foUowing: 
Ordered,  That  the  small  grass  plot  at  the  junc- 
tion of  Henshaw  and  Cambridge  streets  now  in 


NOVEMBER    9,    1931. 


412 


charge  of  the  Public  Works  Department  be,  and 
hereby  is,  transferred  to  the  care  and  custody  of 
the  Park  Department. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


RECESS. 

President  McGRATH,  at  2.53  p.  m.,  declared  a 
recess  subject  to  the  call  of  the  Chair.  The  mem- 
bers reassembled  in  the  Council  Chamber  and 
were  called  to  order  by  President  McGRATH  at 
3.43  p.  m. 


CONFIRMATION   OF  EXECUTIVE 
APPOINTMENT. 

President  McGRATH  called  up,  under  un- 
finished business,  No.  1  on  the  calendar,  viz.: 

1.  Action  on  appointment  submitted  by  the 
Mayor  .October  19,  1931,  of  Andrew  Canavan,  to 
be  a  Weigher  of  Coal. 

The  question  came  on  confirmation.  Committee 
Coun.  Hein  and  Fitzgerald.  Whole  number  of 
ballots,  14,  yeas  14,  and  the  appointment  was 
confirmed. 


EXECUTIVE  COMMITTEE  REPORTS. 

Coun.  GALLAGHER,  for  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee, submitted  the  following: 

1.  Report  on  message  of  Mayor  and  orders 
(referred  today)  for  transfers  within  departmental 
appropriations — that   same    ought   to   pass. 

Coun.  WILSON— Mr.  President,  although  in  a 
ininority  of  one,  I  would  personally  like  to  have  the 
item  relative  to  the  Public  Welfare  Department 
treated  separately.  I  understand  that  a  transfer 
of  $300,000  has  been  requested  from  the  old  age 
pension  money;  that  half  a  million  dollars  was 
allocated  to  old  age  pension,  but  that,  although  the 
act  became  effective  July  1,  up  to  the  first  day  of 
November  only  $30,000  of  the  half  million  had  been 
utilized  for  old  age  pensions;  that  the  first  pay- 
ments under  the  act,  which  became  effective  July  1, 
were  not  made  until  early  in  September —  which,  no 
doubt,  accounts  for  the  continued  complaints  of 
the  aged  in  my  ward  that,  although  they  were 
examined  in  July,  August  and  September,  they  are 
still  waiting  for  relief.  Having  in  mind  that  only 
$30,000  out  of  half  a  million  dollars  has  been  thus 
utilized,  and  that  it  is  now  proposed  to  transfer 
$300,000  of  that  fund  to  the  general  Public  Welfare 
fund,  without  criticism  of  those  making  the 
transfer,  desiring  to  leave  it  fully  within  the  hands 
of  the  Mayor  and  the  Public  Welfare  Department 
and  hoping  that  they  will  change  their  desire  to 
make  this  transfer,  t  desire  to  vote  against  that 
item. 

The  question  came  on  the  passage  of  the  orders 
dealing  with  all  other  items  except  the  proposed 
transfer  within  the  Public  Welfare  Department, 
and  the  report  was  accepted  and  said  orders  were 
passed,  yeas  17,  nays  0. 

The  question  then  came  on  the  passage  of  the 
item  relating  to  the  Public  Welfare  Department, 
transfer  of  $300,000  from  old  age  pensions. 

The  item  was  passed,  yeas,  17;  nays — Coun. 
Wilson — 1. 

2.  Report  on  message  of  Mayor  and  order 
(referred  August  3)  that  section  3A  of  chapter  333 
of  Acts  of  1931,  entitled  "An  Act  revising  and 
extending  the  term  of  the  lease  to  the  Common- 
wealth of  the  properties  of  the  Boston  Elevated 
Railway  Company  and  continuing  Public  Manage- 
ment," be,  and  hereby  is,  accepted, — recommend- 
ing that  same  ought  to  pass. 

Report  accepted,  said  order  passed. 

3.  Report  on  message  of  Mayor  and  order 
(referred  today)  that  right  to  borrow  money  for 
New  Charities  Administration  Building,  under 
loan  order  passed  March  2,  1931,  approved  by  the 
Mayor  March  3,  1931,  be  limited  to  $285,000  and 
that  the  authorization  to  borrow  in  excess  of  said 
amount  for  said  purpose  be,  and  the  same  hereby 
is,  rescinded, — that  same  ought  to  pass. 

Report  accepted;  order  given  its  first  reading 
and  passage,  yeas  IS,  nays  0. 

4.  Report  on  order  (referred  October  19)  that 
Police    Commissioner   be   requested,    through   his 


Honor  the  Mayor,  to  advise  the  Council  whether 
the  steamship  companies  are  paying  the  police 
officers  of  City  of  Boston  for  extra  duty  during 
present  longhsoremen's  strike — that  same  ought 
to  pass. 

Report  accepted,  said  order  passed. 


PAYMENT   OF  AID   TO   SOLDIERS  AND 
SAILORS. 

Coun.  NORTON,  for  the  Committee  on  Sol- 
diers' Relief,  submitted  report  recommending 
passage  of  order  for  payment  of  aid  to  soldiers  and 
sailors  and  their  families  in  the  City  of  Boston 
for  the  month  of  November. 

Report  accepted,  said  order  passed. 


FINANCE   COMMISSION   REPORT   ON 
SUPPLY    DEPARTMENT. 

Coun.  NORTON  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Boston  Finance  Commission 
be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to 
furnish  each  member  of  the  City  Council  with  a 
copy  of  the  commission's  report  on  the  Supply 
Department  of  the  City  of  Boston,  and  also  that 
the  report  be  made  available  to  the  public  and  the 
newspapers. 

Coun.  NORTON — Mr.  President,  some  months 
ago  I  understand  that  the  Boston  Finance  Com- 
mission conducted  an  investigation  of  the  Supply 
Department  of  the  City  of  Boston.  It  seems  to  me 
about  time  that  that  report  was  ready,  and  I 
respectfully  request  his  Honor  the  Mayor  to  ask 
the  Finance  Commission  to  furnish  copies  of  the 
report,  which  can  be  supplied  to  the  members  of 
the  Council  as  soon  as  possible. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


B.  F.  STURTEVANT   COMPANY. 

Coun.  NORTON  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Boston  Transit  Commission, 
through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  be  requested,  every- 
thing else  being  equal,  to  favor  the  B.  F.  Sturte- 
vant Company  of  Hyde  Park,  Boston,  in  the 
awarding  of  the  ventilating  contract  for  the  new 
East  Boston  Vehicular  Tunnel. 

Coun.  NORTON — Mr.  President,  we  have  in 
Boston  the  foremost  manufacturer  of  ventilating 
equipment  in  all  the  world,  a  concern  headed  by 
former  Gov.  Eugene  N.  Foss.  That  concern 
employs  2,000  men  in  the  Boston  district,  pays 
union  wages.  It  supplied  ventilating  equipment 
for  the  Holland  Tunnel  in  New  York  City,  for  the 
Alameda  Tunnel  in  San  Francisco,  and  for  the 
Detroit- Windsor  Tunnel,  those  being  the  three 
great  vehicular  tunnels  in  America.  Here  in  this 
city  that  concern  was  the  only  bidder  three  months 
ago  for  such  work  in  connection  with  the  East 
Boston  Tunnel,  and  three  weeks  later  different 
specifications  were  put  out  and  a  number  of  bidders 
came  in.  I  respectfully  request,  inasmuch  as 
there  are  thousands  of  people  in  Boston  depending 
upon  the  B.  F.  Sturtevant  Company  for  a  living, 
and  they  being  the  leading  manufacturers  of  ven- 
tilating equipment  in  the  world,  that,  other  tilings 
being  equal,  they  be  given  preferential  considera- 
tion in  the  matter  of  the  East  Boston  Tunnel. 
They  performed  a  wonderful  job  on  the  Holland 
Tunnel,  considered  one  of  the  finest  vehicular 
tunnels  to  be  found  anywhere.  It  was  predicted 
by  experts  that  when  that  tunnel  was  built  there 
would  be  ten  deaths  a  year  from  monoxide  gas, 
the  poisonous  gas  coming  from  the  large  number 
of  automobiles  going  through  that  tunnel.  As  a 
matter  of  fact,  there  has  not  been  a  single  death. 
It  was  one  of  the  finest  ventilating  engineering 
jobs  ever  carried  through.  We  are  now  about  to 
put  through  our  East  Boston  Tunnel,  and  we  want 
there  the  best  ventilating  apparatus,  and  we  also 
want  to  recognize  this  great  local  concern,  which 
was  the  only  bidder  when  the  bids  were  originally 
asked  for,  although  three  weeks  later  new  pro- 
posals for  bids  were  advertised.  I  believe  that 
in  this  instance,  other  things  being  equal,  the 
B.  F.  Sturtevant  Company  should  be  given  the 
preference. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 
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CITY  COUNCIL. 


WARD   9   IMPROVEMENTS. 

Coun.  GLEASON  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,    That    the    Commissioner    of    Public 
Works  be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor, 
to    repave    with    smooth    pavement    Ray    street, 
Ward  9. 


Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the 
Mayor,  to  repave  with  smooth  pavement  Hulbert 
street,  Ward  9. 

Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  make  a  sidewalk  along  Ray  street,  both 
sides,  from  Regent  street  to  north  of  Hulbert 
street,  Ward  9,  in  front  of  the  estates  bordering 
thereon;  said  sidewalk  to  be  from  3  to  10  inches 
above  the  gutter  adjoining,  to  be  from  5  to  12  feet 
in  width,  and  to  be  built  of  artificial  stone,  with 
granite  edgestones,  under  the  provisions  of  chapter 
196  of  the  Special  Acts  of  1917. 

Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  make  a  sidewalk  along  Hulbert  street,  both 
sides,  from  Washington  street  to  Regent  street, 
Ward  9,  in  front  of  the  estates  bordering  thereon; 
said  sidewalk  to  be  from  3  to  10  inches  above  the 
gutter  adjoining,  to  be  from  5  to  12  feet  in  width, 
and   to  be  built   of  artificial   stone,   with   granite 


edgestones,  under  the  provisions  of  chapter  196  of 
the  Special  Acts  of  1917. 

Severally  passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 

WARD    15   IMPROVEMENTS. 

Coun.  KELLY  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,    That    the    Commissioner    of    Public 
Works  be  requested,  though  his  Honor  the  Mayor, 
to  install  an  electric  arc  lamp  at  the  corner  of  High- 
land street  and  Glover  place. 

Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor, 
to  build  a  sewer  on  Glendale  street,  half  way  be- 
tween Columbia  road  and  Bird  street,  Ward  15. 

Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  make  a  sidewalk  along  Stanley  street, 
from  Bellevue  street  to  Sunset  circle,  Ward  15, 
in  front  of  the  estates  bordering  thereon,  said  side- 
walk to  be  from  3  to  10  inches  above  the  gutter 
adjoining,  to  be  from  5  to  12  feet  in  width,  and  to 
be  built  of  artificial  stone,  with  granite  edgestones, 
under  the  provisions  of  chapter  196  of  the  Special 
Acts  of  1917. 

Severally  passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


Adjourned,  at  3.57  p.  m.,  on  motion  of  Coun. 
NORTON,  to  meet  on  Monday,  November  16, 
1931,  at  2  p.  m. 


)  PRINTING    DEPARTMENT 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceedings  of  City  Council. 


Monday,  November  16,  1931. 
Regular   meeting    of   the    City    Council    in    the 
Council  Chamber,  City  Hall,  at  2  p.  m.,  President 
McGRATH  in  the  chair.     Absent,  Coun.  Norton. 


APPOINTMENTS  BY  THE  MAYOR. 

Subject  to  confirmation  by  the  Council  the 
Mayor  submitted  the  following  appointments  for 
the  term  ending  April  30.  1932,  viz.: 

Weighers  of  Coal:  E.  Wilbur  Magoun,  114  State 
street,  Boston;  Harry  Lloyd,  250  Stuart  street 
Boston. 

Severally  laid  over  a  week  under  the  law. 


ADDITIONAL  APPROPRIATION  FOR 
SEWERAGE  WORKS. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston. 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  November  10,  1931. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  am  in  receipt  of  the  attached 
request  from  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Works 
for  an  additional  appropriation  of  $100,000  for 
sewerage  works.  This  additional  appropriation 
is  required  in  order  that  the  work  of  laying  out  and 
constructing  new  sewers  and  surface  drains  may 
keep  apace  with  the  street  construction  program 
of  the  year. 

I  submit  herewith  the  necessary  loan  order  and 
respectfully  recommend  its  adoption  by  your 
honorable  body. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Public  Works  Department, 
November  12,  1931. 
To  His  Honor  the  Mayor. 

I  respectfully  request  that  $100,000  as  a  loan 
inside  the  debt  limit  be  made  available  for  sewerage 
works,  which  will  make  a  total  of  $1,200,000  avail- 
able this  year  for  this  purpose.  The  additional 
amounts  were  required  on  account  of  the  extraordi- 
nary program  of  new  street  construction,  street 
widenings  and  our  regular  reconstruction  and 
repair  of  streets,  for  which  contracts,  labor  and 
materials  amount  to  over  $3,000,000  this  year. 
Yours  respectfully, 

Joseph  A.  Rourke, 
Commissioner  of  Public  Works. 

Ordered,  That  under  the  provisions  of  chapter 
426  of  the  Acts  of  1897,  as  amended  by  chapter 
204  of  the  Acts  of  190S  and  chapter  178  of  the  Acts 
of  1930.  the  sum  of  $100,000  be,  and  hereby  is, 
appropriated,  to  be  expended  under  the  direction 
of  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Works,  for  sewerage 
works,  and  that  to  meet  said  appropriation  the 
City  Treasurer  be  authorized  to  issue,  from  time 
to  time,  upon  request  of  the  Mayor,  bonds  or  cer- 
tificates of  indebtedness  of  the  city  to  said  amount. 

Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 


MEALS  FOR  HOSPITAL  EMPLOYEES. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  November  16,  1931. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  beg  to  submit  herewith  commu- 
nication from  Dr.  John  J.  Dowling,  Superintcnden 
of  the  Boston  City  Hospital,  relative  to  the  advisa- 
bility of  discontinuing  the  practice  of  providing 
meals  for  employees  and  allow  them  $1  daily  in 
lieu  of  subsistence. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 


City  of  Boston", 
Hospital  Department,  October  19,  1931. 
Hon.  James  M.  Curley, 

Mayor  of  Boston. 
Dear  Mr.  Mayor, — At  the  meeting  of  the  Board 
of  Trustees  held  October  16,  a  notice  was  presented 
from  the  City  Clerk,  transmitting  order  of  the 
City  Council  that  the  trustees  be  requested,  through 
his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  consider  the  advisability 
of  discontinuing  the  practice  of  providing  meals 
for  employees  and  allow  them  $1  daily  in  lieu  of 
subsistence. 

The   trustees  voted   that  they  did   not  deem  it 
opportune    to  make  these   changes   at    this    time. 
Yours  sincerely, 
John  J.  Dowling,  Superintendent. 
Placed  on  file. 


LIST  OF  COAL  DEALERS  FROM  DEPART- 
MENT OF   PUBLIC  WELFARE. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston,  , 

Office  of  the  Mayor,  November  16,  1931. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  beg  to  submit  herewith  com- 
munication from  Simon  E.  Hecht,  chairman  of  the 
Overseers  of  Public  Welfare,  relative  to  list  of  coal 
dealers  with  whom  the  Board  proposes  to  do 
business  during  the  coming  winter. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Overseers    of    the    Public    Welfare, 

November  9,  1931. 
Hon.  James  M.  Curley, 

Mayor  of  Boston. 
Dear  Sir, — Replying  to  the  City  Council  order 
requesting  the  Board  to  file  a  list  of  the  coal  dealers 
with  whom  the  Board  proposes  to  do  business 
during  the  coming  winter,  the  Board  respectfully 
submits  the  names  of  the  following  coal  companies: 
Metropolitan  Coal  Company,  City  Fuel  Company, 
Massachusetts  Wharf  Coal  Company,  Batchelder- 
Whittemore  Coal  Company. 

Respectfully  yours, 
Simon  E.  Hecht,  Chairman. 
Placed  on  file. 

EXPENDITURES  OF  CITY  HOSPITAL  STU- 
DENT  NURSES. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  November  16,  1931. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — 1  beg  to  submit  herewith  com- 
munication from  Dr.  John  J.  Dowling,  Superin- 
tendent of  the  Boston  City  Hospital,  relative  to 
the  advisability  of  providing  funds  in  the  budget 
to  meet  the  necessary  expenditures  of  girls  enter- 
ing the  hospital  as  student  nurses. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Hospital  Department,  October  19,  1931. 
Hon.  James  M.  Curley, 

Mayor  of  Boston. 

Dear  Mr.  Mayor, — At  the  meeting  of  the  Board 
of  Trustees  held  October  16.  a  notice  from  the  City 
Clerk,  transmitting  order  of  the  City  Council  that 
the  trustees  be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the 
Mayor,  to  consider  the  advisability  of  providing 
funds  in  the  budget  to  meet  the  necessary  expendi- 
tures of  girls  entering  the  hospital  as  student  nurses, 
was  presented. 

I  was  instructed  to  inform  you  that  at  the  pres- 
ent time  nurses  entering  this  school  receive  no 
money  during  their  probationary  period  of  four 
months.  For  the  remainder  of  the  first  year  they 
receive  $10  a  month.  For  their  second  year  they 
receive  $12.50  a  month.  During  the  third  year 
they  receive  S16.67  a  month.  Sums  received  are 
quite  sufficient  to  provide  for  books  and  uniforms. 

In  some  of  the  training  schools  in  Boston  the 
girls  pay  for  the  privilege  of  entering,  and  in  the 
others  they  receive  no  compensation  during  their 
period  of  training. 

The  trustees  deem  it  inadvisable  to  make  any 
changes  at  this  time. 

Yours  sincerely, 
John  J.  Dowling,  Superintendent. 

Placed  on  file. 


415 
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SALE   OF  "LAND,   COMMONWEALTH   AND 
CHESTNUT  HILL  AVENUES. 

The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  November  16,  1931. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — 1  beg  to  submit  herewith  com- 
munication received  from  the  Municipal  Auctioneer 
with  reference  to  auction  sale  of  land  located  at 
Commonwealth  avenue  and  Chestnut  Hill  avenue, 
Brighton.  The  property  in  question  is  a  sizable 
proposition  and  even  if  sold  at  $2  per  foot  would 
represent  a  total  of  $133,350.  The  location  of 
the  property  is  such,  however,  that  it  is  not  un- 
reasonable to  suppose  that  some  individual  may 
be  willing  to  pay  this  price,  and  I  accordingly 
recommend  a  revision  of  the  upset  price,  or  in 
other  words,  a  change  from  $200,000  to  $133,350, 
and  respectfully  recommend  the  adoption  of  the 
accompanying  order. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 
t  — 

Boston,  November  16,  1931. 
Hon.  James  M.  Curley, 

Mayor  of  Boston. 

Dear  Mr.  Mayor, — I  herewith  submit  a  report 
of  an  auction  sale  held  by  me  on  Wednesday, 
October  14,  1931,  at  11  a.  m.  This  auction  sale 
was  of  the  land  located  at  Commonwealth  avenue 
and  Chestnut  Hill  avenue,  Brighton.  The  upset 
price  was  $200,000.  There  were  no  bids  received, 
in  fact,  there  was  only  one  other  person  present 
at  the  sale  besides  myself.  In  my  opinion,  this 
price  of  $200,000  is  too  high  for  this  land,  under 
the  existing  conditions. 

The  value  of  real  estate  has  decreased  within 
the  past  year,  due  to  unusual  circumstances,  and 
although  this  land  is  beautifully  situated  I  do  not 
think  that  more  than  $2  a  foot  could  poBsibly  be 
secured  at  the  present  time.  If  this  meets  with 
your  approval  I  would  suggest  that  another  sale 
be  held  at  an  upset  price  of  $2  per  foot  or  approxi- 
mately $133,350,  as  there  are  66,672  square  feet 
in  the  parcel. 

Yours  respectfully, 

Edward  W.  Foye, 
Municipal  Auctioneer. 

Ordered,  That  the  land  located  at  Common- 
wealth avenue  and  Chestnut  Hill  avenue,  Brighton, 
be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  authorized  to  be  sold 
at  public  auction  by  the  Municipal  Auctioneer  at 
an  upset  price  of  $2  per  foot. 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 


TRANSFER   WITHIN    LIBRARY 
DEPARTMENT. 

The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  November  16,  1931. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  am  in  receipt  of  the  attached 
request  from  the  trustees  of  the  Boston  Public 
Library,  that  the  sum  of  $8,000,  remaining  un- 
expended in  the  special  appropriation  for  Fire- 
proofing,  Improvements,  etc.,  at  the  Central 
Library  Building,  Copley  square,  be  transferred 
to  the  special  appropriation  for  Branch  Libraries, 
Establishment  of.  This  transfer  is  requested  in 
order  to  permit  the  reconstruction,  for  library 
purposes,  of  a  building  in  the  Jeffries  Point  dis- 
trict of  East  Boston. 

In  accordance  with  this  request,   I  submit  the 
necessary    transfer    and    respectfully    recommend 
its  adoption  by  your  honorable  body. 
Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

Library  Department,  October  9,  1931. 
Hon.  James  M.  Curley, 

Mayor  of  Boston. 
Sir, — The  trustees  of  the  Public  Library  of  the 
City  of  Boston  respectfully  request  your  per- 
mission to  transfer  from  an  unexpended  balance 
of  $24,912  on  the  special  appropriation  for  Fire- 
proofing,  Improvements,  etc.,  to  the  special  appro- 
priation for  Branch  Libraries,  Establishment  of, 
a  sum  of  $8,000,  to  permit  the  reconstruction  of  a 
building  in  the  Jeffries  Point  district  of  East 
Boston  for  library  purposes. 

Respectfully, 
The  Trustees  of  the   Public  Library 

of  the  City  of  Boston, 
by  Louis  E.  Kirstein,  President. 


Ordered,  That  under  authority  of  chapter  261 
of  the  Acts  of  1893  the  City  Auditor  be,  and  hereby 
is,  authorized  to  transfer: 

From  the  appropriation  for  Central  Library 
Building.  Fireproofing,  Improvements,  etc.,  $8,000, 
to  the  appropriation  for  Branch  Libraries,  Estab- 
lishment of,  $8,000. 

Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 


RESCISSION  OF  PORTION  OF  LOANS  FOR 
BRIDGES. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  BostoD, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  November  16,  1931. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  am  pleased  to  advise  your  hon- 
orable body  that  in  the  construction  of  three  bridges 
namely,  Morton  Street  Bridge,  Shawmut  Avenue 
Bridge  and  Albany  Street  Bridge,  it  has  been  pos- 
sible to  carry  out  the  original  work  planned  at  a 
total  saving  of  $115,000  over  the  original  estimates. 
In  order  that  the  savings  may  be  utilized  for 
other  purposes,  it  is  necessary  to  rescind  those 
portions  of  the  original  loans,  no  longer  required. 
To  this  end  I  submit  three  orders  providing  for 
the  rescission  of  the  following  amounts: 

Morton  Street  Bridge. .  ." $100,000 

Shawmut  Avenue  Bridge 10,000 

Albany  Street  Bridge 5.000 

I  respectfully  recommend  adoption  of  these 
orders  by  your  honorable  body. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Public  Works  Department, 

November  12,  1931. 
To  His  Honor  the  Mayor. 

Due  to  the  reduction  in  cost  of  three  bridges 
from  the  estimates,  for  which  contracts  were  let 
this  year,  we  will  have  available  for  transfer  or  for 
rescinding  portions  of  the  S100.000  authorization 
recommended  in  letter  of  November  12  for  Sewer- 
age Works,  S100.000  on  account  of  Morton  street; 
S10.000  on  account  of  Shawmut  avenue,  and  S5.000 
on  account  of  Albany  street. 

Yours  respectfully, 

Joseph  A.  Rocrke, 
Commissioner  of  Public  Works. 

Ordered,  That  the  right  to  borrow  money  for 
Morton  Street  Bridge,  under  loan  order  passed 
February  9,  1931,  and  approved  by  the  Mayor 
March  2,  1931,  be  limited  to  S75.000,  and  that  the 
authorization  to  borrow  in  excess  of  said  amount 
for  said  purpose  be,  and  the  same  hereby  is,  re- 
scinded. 

Ordered,  That  the  right  to  borrow  money  for 
Shawmut  Avenue  Bridge,  under  loan  order  passed 
February  9,  1931,  and  approved  by  the  Mayor 
March  2,  193L.  be  limited  to  S65.000,  and  that  the 
authorization  to  borrow  in  excess  of  said  amount 
for  said  purpose  be,  and  the  same  hereby  is,  re- 
scinded. 

Ordered,  That  the  right  to  borrow  money  for 
Albany  Street  Bridge,  under  loan  order  passed 
June  15,  1931.  and  approved  by  the  Mayor  June 
16,  1931.  be  limited  to  $35,000,  and  that  the  author- 
ization to  borrow  in  excess  of  said  amount  for  said 
purpose  be,  and  the  same  hereby  is,  rescinded. 

Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 


PETITIONS  REFERRED. 

The  following  petitions  were  received  and  re- 
ferred to  the  committees  named,  viz.: 

Claims. 

Joseph  Henri  Barton,  for  compensation  for  in- 
juries caused  by  an  alleged  defect  in  Davison  street. 

Ben's  Sandwich  Shop,  Inc.,  for  refund  on  refuse 
tickets. 

Daniel  Cappucci,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  property  at  28  Haynes  street,  East  Boston, 
caused  by  leak  in  water  main. 

L.  R.  Clinton,  for  compensation  for  damage  to 
car  caused  by  an  alleged  defect  in  Charles  street. 

Joseph  Fiatarone,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  an  alleged  defect  at  Stillman  and  Wash- 
ington streets. 
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Mrs.  George  Fisher,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  an  alleged  defect  at  27  Turner  street, 
Brighton. 

Kenneth  Q.  French,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  car  caused  by  an  alleged  defect  at  Curtis  and 
Chelsea  streets,  East  Boston. 

Joseph  Gerson,  for  compensation  for  damage  to 
truck  by  city  truck. 

Solomon  Halpern,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  an  alleged  defect  at  1085  Blue  Hill 
avenue. 

Clarence  E.  Hyde,  to  be  reimbursed  for  judg- 
ment brought  against  him  on  account  of  his  acts 
as  a  police  officer. 

M.  B.  Jones,  Jr.,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  car  caused  by  an  alleged  defect  in  Charles  street. 

Mathilde  Kalbskopf ,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  property  at  38  Boylston  street,  Jamaica  Plain, 
caused  by  lowering  of  sidewalk. 

Wilfred  F.  Kelley,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  car  caused  by  an  alleged  defect  at  1597  Centre 
street,  West  Roxbury. 

Olivia  S.  Lindstrom ,  for  compensation  f or  inj  uries 
caused  by  an  alleged  defect  at  46  Norway  street. 

Giuseppe  Muscarella,  for  refund  on  a  street  stand 
license. 

Charles  W.  Neszery,  for  compensation  for  dam- 
age to  property  at  144  and  146  Hillside  street, 
Roxbury,  caused  by  change  of  grade  of  sidewalk. 

Frederick  W.  Rugg,  for  compensation  for  dam- 
age to  car  caused  by  an  alleged  defect  at  789 
Beacon  street. 

A.  Squillacioti,  for  refund  on  refuse  tickets. 

Mrs.  Rita  A.  Troville,  for  compensation  for 
injuries  caused  by  an  alleged  defect  in  Cambridge 
Street  Bridge. 

June  White,  for  compensation  for  injuries  by 
fire  apparatus. 


TRANSIENT   VENDOR'S   LICENSE   AND 
BOND. 

Application  was  received  for  local  transient 
vendor's  license  from  Adjmi  Art  Shop,  Inc.,  of 
New  York,  to  sell  linens,  tapestry,  rugs  and  laces 
at  571  Washington  street,  Boston,  together  with 
bond  of  Massachusetts  Bonding  and  Insurance 
Company. 

Placed  on  file. 


APPOINTMENT   OF   EVERETT  F.   GRAY. 

Notice  was  received  from  the  Mayor  of  appoint- 
ment of  Everett  F.  Gray,  80  Federal  street,  Boston, 
as  member  of  Board  of  Zoning  Adjustment,  for 
term  ending  April  30,  1932,  in  place  of  B.  Preston 
Clark,  resigned. 

Placed  on  file. 


RESIGNATION    OF   MATTHEW   W.    CHAIT 
AS   CONSTABLE. 

Notice  was  received  from  the  Mayor  of  accep- 
tance of  resignation  of  Matthew  W.  Chait  from 
position  of  constable  of  City  of  Boston. 

Placed  on  file. 


FENDER   PILES,   EAST   WHARF, 
LONG    ISLAND. 

Notice  was  received  from  the  Department  of 
Public  Works  of  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts 
of  hearing  on  November  18,  at  2  p.  m.,  on  applica- 
tion of  City  of  Boston  by  Institutions  Depart- 
ment, for  license  to  maintain  twenty-four  addi- 
tional fender  piles,  as  now  placed,  at  East  Wharf, 
Long  Island,  in  Boston  Harbor. 

Placed  on  file. 


FENDER   PIERS,    CHARLES  RIVER. 

Notice  was  received  from  the  Department  of 
Public  Works  of  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts 
of  hearing  on  November  18,  at  2  p.  m.,  on  petition 
of  Boston  &  Maine  Railroad  for  license  to  build 
and  maintain  fender  piers  and  dolphins  in  Charles 
river  at  its  new  drawbridges  in  Boston  and  Cam- 
bridge. 

Placed  on  file. 


STATE   HIGHWAY,   HYDE   PARK. 

Certified  copy  of  plan  and  location  was  received 
from  Department  of  Public  Works  of  Common- 
wealth of  Massachusetts  of  state  highway,  Hyde 
Park,  along  Neponset  river. 

Placed  on  file. 


APPOINTMENT      OF      ACTING      DIVISION 
ENGINEER. 

Notice  was  received  from  Commissioner  of 
Public  Works  Rourke  of  appointment  of  George 
W.  Dakin  as  Acting  Division  Engineer  of  Sewer 
Division,  in  accordance  with  section  34  of  chapter 
27,  Revised  Ordinances  of  1925. 

Placed  on  file. 


COLEMAN      DISPOSAL      COMPANY     CON- 
TRACT. 

Coun.  WILSON  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Public  Works  Commissioner, 
through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  be,  and  he  hereby 
is,  respectfully  requested  forthwith  to  furnish  the 
City  Council  with  the  original  or  a  copy  of  the 
Coleman  Disposal  Company's  contract. 

Coun.  WILSON — Mr.  President,  I  have  con- 
sistently during  the  past  five  years  advocated 
placing  the  City  of  Boston  in  fine  with  the  other 
large  cities  of  the  United  States  in  the  matter  of 
modern  disposal  of  garbage  and  refuse.  While  I 
am  now  perhaps,  between  the  present  time  and 
January  4,  in  the  lame  duck  category,  if  it  is  the 
last  act  of  any  importance  that  I  do  in  this  Council 
I  wish  to  take  precautions  that  the  matter  of  the 
ten-year  Coleman  Disposal  Company  contract  shall 
not  be  left  until  the  dying  days  of  the  year.  I 
introduced  an  order,  now  many  months  old, 
requesting  a  public  hearing  in  this  matter.  If  I  am 
correct,  it  is  pending  before  the  Finance  Com- 
mittee of  this  body.  If  I  am  correctly  informed, 
there  must  be  a  public  hearing  before  the  City 
Council  with  reference  to  any  extension  of  the 
Coleman  Disposal  contract  beyond  the  first  of 
January.  I  therefore  at  this  time  urge  the  im- 
portance of  not  waiting  until  the  last  moment  in 
this  matter,  but  taking  action  to  ascertain,  if 
possible,  before  January  1,  just  what  steps  must  be 
taken  to  save  our  rights,  or  rather  the  rights  of  the 
taxpayers  of  the  City  of  Boston. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


RECESS. 

On  motion  of  Coun.  DOWD,  the  Council  at 
2.35  p.  m.,  took  a  recess  subject  to  the  call  of  the 
Chair.  The  members  reassembled  in  the  Council 
Chamber  and  were  called  to  order  by  President 
McGRATH  at  4  p.  m. 


EXECUTIVE     COMMITTEE     REPORTS. 

Coun.  GALLAGHER,  for  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee, submitted  the  following: 

1.  Report  on  message  of  the  Mayor  and  orders 
(referred  today)  limiting  the  right  to  borrow  money 
for  the  Morton  Street  Bridge  to  $75,000,  for  the 
Shawmut  Avenue  Bridge  to  565,000,  and  for  the 
Albany  Street  Bridge  to  $35,000,  and  rescinding 
the  authorizations  to  borrow  in  excess  of  said 
amounts — that  said  orders  ought  to  pass. 

The  report  was  accepted  and  said  orders  were 
given  their  first  reading  and  passage,  yeas  21, 
nays  0. 

2.  Report  on  message  of  Mayor  and  order 
(referred  today)  to  transfer  $8,000  from  appropria- 
tion for  Central  Library  Building,  Fireproofing, 
Improvements,  etc.,  to  Branch  Libraries,  Estab- 
lishment of, — that  the  same  ought  to  pass. 

The  report  was  accepted  and  said  order  was 
given  its  first  reading  and  passage,  yeas  21,  nays  0. 

3.  Report  on  message  of  Mayor  and  order 
(referred  today)  appropriating  S100.000,  to  be 
expended  under  the  direction  of  the  Commissioner 
of  Public  Works,  for  sewerage  works,  and  that 
to  meet  said  appropriation  the  City  Treasurer  be 
authorized  to  issue,  from  time  to  time,  upon  request 
of  the  Mayor,  bonds  or  certificates  of  indebtedness 
of  the  city  to  said  amount, — that  the  same  ought 
to  pass. 

The  report  was  accepted  and  the  order  was  given 
its  first  reading  and  passage,  yeas  21,  nays  0. 
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4.  Report  on  message  of  Mayor  and  order 
(referred  October  15)  that  under  the  provisions  of 
chapter  247  of  the  Acts  of  1931  the  sum  of  $920,000 
be,  and  hereby  is,  appropriated  for  High  School 
Construction  and  certain  other  purposes,  and  that 
to  meet  said  appropriation  the  City  Treasurer  be 
authorized  to  issue,  from  time  to  time,  upon 
request  of  the  Mayor,  bonds  or  certificates  of 
indebtedness  of  the  city  to  said  amount,  same  to 
be  issued  outside  the  limit  of  indebtedness, — that 
same  ought  to  pass. 

The  report  was  accepted  and  the  question  came 
on  the  passage  of  the  order. 

Coun.  KELLY — Mr.  President,  some  time  ago, 
a   few   months   back,    the   School   Committee   of 
Boston  voted  in  favor  of  a  site  which  they  appar- 
ently considered  a  Dorchester  site,  on  Wilder  street, 
in  the  Grove  Hall  section  of  Dorchester,  for  a  girls' 
high  school.     They  voted  in  favor  of  the  expendi- 
ture of  $920,000  for  a  girls'  high  school  at  that 
location,  and  the  only  argument  they  seemed  to 
advance   was   that   the   city   for   some   years  has 
owned  about  125,000  feet  of  land  at  that  partic- 
ular location.     Mr.    President,    the    City    Council 
of  Boston  was  graciouB  enough  to  grant  to  the 
civic   organizations  and   to   the   citizens   of   Dor- 
chester a  public  hearing  a  few  weeks  ago  on  this 
matter,  and  at  that  hearing  these  organizations, 
together  with  citizens  representing  families,  came 
before    our    Executive    Committee    and    made    a 
demonstration  against  the  use  of  this  Wilder  street 
lot  for  the  purpose  such  as  has  seldom  been  seen 
in  City  Hall.     Those  associations  and  those  people 
now  want  me  to  convey  to  this  body  their  appre- 
ciation  of   the   kindness    of    the  Executive   Com- 
mittee in  hearing  them  and  their  thanks  for  the 
manner  in  which  they  were  treated  by  the  chair- 
man of  the  Executive  Committee,  the  councilor 
from  Brighton   (Coun.  Gallagher).     The  location 
selected  by  the  School  Committee  was  by  a  four 
to  one  vote.     The  only  candidate  in  the  recent 
election  who  voted  against  that  location  had  the 
honor  of  being  re-elected  by  the  people  through 
the  votes  given  to  him  by  the  five  wards  of  Dor- 
chester.    I  refer  to  the  chairman   of  the   School 
Committee.     The    other    candidate    who   was    up 
for  re-election   this  year  and  who  favored  that 
site    was    defeated.     Although    I    admire    certain 
stands  that  he  has  taken  in  his  four  years  of  public 
service,    I   certainly   was  against   his   position   in 
this  matter,  which  was  opposed  to  the  unanimous 
sentiment  of  every  Dorchester  civic  organization 
and    of    Dorchester    citizens.     Without   any   per- 
sonalities  being   indulged   in   in    Dorchester,    the 
people   of   Dorchester  repudiated   that   particular 
candidate,  and  I  think  he  will  agree  with  me  that 
his  stand  in  favor  of  that  particular  location  for 
the  school,  on  the  borderline  of  Dorchester,  was 
the  sole  cause  of  his  defeat.     I  now  say  to  every 
member   of   our   body   that   some   time   or   other 
perhaps  we  are  all  going  to  aspire,  if  we  stay  in 
politics,  to  higher  places  in  the  city  or  the  county. 
That  applies   to   every   member   of     our   Council 
who  goes  before  the  taxpayers  and  voters  of  Dor- 
chester and  asks  their  suffrage,  and  if  he  votes 
in  favor  of  this  location  on  the  borderline  of  Dor- 
chester and  Roxbury,  the  people  of  Dorchester 
are  not  going  to  forget  it.     The  proponents  of 
that  location  may  say,   "Why  not  let  this  pro- 
posed high  school  stand  in  the  suggested  location 
and  go  after  another  high  school  in  the  central 
part  of  Dorchester?"     In  answer,  I  will  say  this, 
that  under  this  loan  order  the  City  of  Boston  is 
going  to  issue  fifteen-year  bonds.     In  other  words, 
it  will  take  the  taxpayers  fifteen  years  to  pay  for 
this  million-dollar  girls'   high  school,  and  I   say, 
for  that  reason  alone,  that  when  we  go  before  the 
Legislature  or  before  the  School  Committee,  they 
are  going  to  turn  down  any  appeal  that  may  be 
made  to  have  another  girls'  high  school  in  the 
Dorchester  district.     On  the  other  hand,  gentle- 
men, let  me  call  attention  to  the  fact  that  in  our 
alternative  proposition  we  are  not  favoring  any 
particular   site    in    Dorchester.    We   are    merely 
against  the  site  that  the  School  Committee  has 
favored,  in  the  Grove  Hall  section.     I  ask  you, 
gentlemen,   to  consider  the  transportation  facil- 
ities in  this  connection,  so  far  as  the  people  of 
Dorchester   are   concerned.     The   girls   who   will 
go  to  that  school,  the  mothers  of  the  next  genera- 
tion, in  going  to  the  proposed  location  will  take 
their  lives  in  their  hands,  crossing  the  heaviest 
traveled  highway  in  this  city,  Columbia  road,  both 
morning  and  night,  in  order  to  reach  their  desti- 
nations.    There   are   many   more   suitable   spots 
in  the  middle  of  Dorchester — advocating  no  par- 
ticular one — for  this  million-dollar  investment  for 


the  future  mothers  of  Dorchester  and  Roxbury 
than  this  particular  site  which  has  been  selected. 
I  have  here  four  photos  showing  the  east,  south, 
west  and  north  sides  of  this  proposed  location. 
On  one  side,  Washington  street,  we  see  apartment 
houses;  on  another  side  the  girls  will  be  gazing 
into  the  back  yards  of  apartment  houses,  viewing 
rubbish  barrels,  and  so  forth;  on  another  side, 
we  see  two  manufacturing  establishments  and  a 
garage,  and  on  the  fourth  side  we  see  another 
garage.  I  shall  say  but  a  few  words  more  in  clos- 
ing, Mr.  President,  as  I  wish  to  be  brief.  We 
had  a  town  meeting  in  Dorchester,  as  you  know, 
at  the  Mather  School.  Those  attending  that 
meeting  were  not  in  favor  of  any  particular  loca- 
tion. To  show  you  the  interest  manifested 
throughout  our  district — and  I  speak  for  the 
entire  five  wards  of  Dorchester — we  had  to  turn 
away  2,000  men  and  women,  the  majority  of  them 
mothers  and  fathers  of  girls  who  will  be  the  future 
tenants  of  this  contemplated  new  high  school. 
I  have  here  clippings  that  appeared  in  the  different 
papers  of  the  last  two  months  supporting  my  fight 
against  the  present  proposed  location.  In  addi- 
tion, I  want  to  say  that  the  School  Committee 
has  blundered  in  selecting  this  site  on  the  border- 
line of  Dorchester  and  Roxbury  as  the  location 
of  a  school  for  the  future  mothers  of  Dorchester, 
and  I  certainly  hope  that  no  member  of  this 
Council  will  vote  to  ratify  that  blunder  after 
realizing  the  action  of  the  Dorchester  electorate 
in  the  last  campaign  against  a  member  of  the 
School  Committee  who  voted  in  favor  of  this 
proposed  location. 

Coun.  FISH — Mr.  President,  I  want  to  voice 
my  opposition  to  this  proposed  site.  The  School 
Committee  were  allowed  an  appropriation  of  a 
million  dollars  for  a  girls'  high  school  for  Dor- 
chester, and  in  selecting  this  site  on  Wilder  street, 
in  the  Grove  Hall  section  of  Dorchester,  they 
took  a  place  next  to  the  borderline  of  Dorchester 
and  Roxbury.  As  Councilor  Kelly  has  stated, 
there  are  several  locations  in  Central  Dorchester 
where  such  a  school  could  well  be  placed.  I  have 
here  a  telegram  in  regard  to  the  matter.  1  was 
not  present  at  the  last  meeting,  but  I  have  this 
telegram,  and  overwhelming  evidence  that  the 
people  of  my  ward  and  the  civic  organizations  of 
Dorchester  are  opposed  to  the  present  proposed 
location  on  Wilder  street.  I  am  opposed  to  it, 
also. 

Coun.  RUBY — Mr.  President,  I  am  somewhat 
amused  at  the  opposition  to  this  proposed  site,  on 
the  ground  that  it  happens  to  be  near  the  Roxbury 
line.     The  feeling  seems  to  be  that  the  wishes  of 
councilors  who  happen  to  be  in  Roxbury  ought 
not  to  be  considered  in  this  matter,  that  because 
this  proposed  high  school  is  going  to  take  care  of 
some  of  the  young  girls  of  Roxbury  as  well  as 
the  girls  of  Dorchester  the  proposition  should  be 
defeated.     I  am  not  concerned  with  the  question 
of  who  is  going  to  go  to  that  high  school,  whether 
it  be  the  girls  of  Dorchester  or  the  girls  of  Roxbury. 
I  am  concerned  with  the  question  of  whether  we 
need  a  high  school  in  the  particular  locality  con- 
templated  under  this  loan   order.     1   agree  with 
the  other  four  councilors  from   Dorchester  that 
if  in  their  opinion  a  girls'  high  school  is  needed 
in   the   central  part  of  Dorchester   I   am   ready 
and  willing  to  vote  at  any  time  for  the  appropria- 
tion of  any  reasonable  amount  of  money  for  the 
construction  of  such  a  school.     But  is  the  feeling 
that  has  been  shown  against  this  proposed  loca- 
tion, by  any  stretch  of  the  imagination,  a  proper 
basis  for   opposition   to   the   Mayor's  loan   order 
for  $920,000  to  build  a  school  in  that  locality, 
which  was  selected  as  far  back  as  1928?     1  saj( 
to  the  councilors  from  Dorchester,  and  I  say  to 
the    councilors    from    every    section    of    Boston, 
that  they  should  not  be  recording  themselves  as 
opposed   to   this   suggested   location   unless   they 
are   able   to   show   that   in   making   this   selection 
something   wrong   has   been    done   either   in    the 
method  of  unloading  a  lot  of  vacant  land  on  the 
city,  which  is  unsuitable  for  school  purposes  and 
which   will  represent  an   improper  drain   on   the 
public  funds,   or  that  a  site  has  been  selected 
which  is  not  necessary.     There  is  not  a  member 
of  this  body  who  can  say  that  this  site  is  not 
necessary.     How  many  of  us  know  the  site,  and, 
if  we  know  the  site,  how  many  of  us  know  the 
conditions  of  the  residential  area  which  will  be 
served   by   the   selection   of   the   site?     Surely,   it 
cannot  be  expected,  and  I  am  making  no  such 
assumption,    that    councilors   from    East   Boston, 
Charlestown,    the    North    and    West    Ends,    the 
South  End  and  South  Boston,  will  make  a  survey 
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of  population  in  that  area,  having  in  view  the 
uses  to  be  served  by  the  school.  Of  course,  it 
cannot  be  expected.  As  I  have  said  here  before 
on  other  loan  orders  I  have  favored — whether 
concerning  West  Roxbury,  Roslindale  or  other 
sections  of  Boston — there  are  certain  depart- 
mental functions  of  Boston  charged  with  the 
obligation  of  performing  a  certain  work  pre- 
liminary to  our  voting  money  for  certain  purposes, 
and  that  is  all  we  should  be  interested  in.  The 
Dorchester  councilors  who  may  be  opposed  to 
this  particular  project  in  this  proposed  place 
admit  that  a  girls'  high  school  for  Dorchester 
is  needed,  and  I  am  ready  to  go  a  step  farther 
and  state  that  it  is  my  firm  opinion  that  more 
than  one  girls'  high  school  is  needed  for  the  five 
congested  wards  of  Dorchester.  But  simply  be- 
cause the  people  in  Meeting  House  Hill  want  a 
high  school  is  no  earthly  reason  why  the  girls 
of  Roxbury  should  be  neglected,  or  why  the  border- 
line needs  there  should  not  be  taken  care  of.  I 
see  no  reason  why  the  people  of  Dorchester  or 
the  civic  organizations  should  ask  members  of 
this  body  to  come  into  our  Council  meeting  and 
oppose  a  site  in  their  eager  narrowmindedness, 
if  you  please,  in  order  that  a  girls'  high  school 
may  be  built  in  another  place,  in  their  locality. 
Much  better  would  it  have  been  for  them  to  say, 
"We  don't  object  to  this  site  if  it  is  going  to  serve 
a  useful  purpose,"  and  then  go  after  the  site  that 
they  want.  But  they  have  no  argument,  Mr. 
President,  because  in  1928,  when  $40,000  odd 
was  spent  for  this  site  and  $15,000  was  spent  for 
preliminary  architects'  fees  in  connection  with 
the  site,  the  people  then  charged  with  selection 
of  school  sites  were  assured  of  the  necessity  of  a 
girls'  high  school  in  that  section  of  Boston,  and 
that  site  was  therefore  selected.  Now,  after 
three  years  of  effort,  we  are  on  the  verge  of  getting 
it,  because  it  has  passed  every  angle.  Every 
organization  in  the  City  of  Boston  charged  with 
the  duty  of  arranging  for  school  necessities  has 
selected  the  site.  The  late  Superintendent  of 
Public  Schools,  Jeremiah  Burke,  less  than  a  year 
ago,  made  public  a  statement  in  which  he  said 
that  already  1,600  girls  could  be  admitted  into  a 
high  school  in  that  section  were  a  higli  school 
constructed  there.  The  Mayor  of  Boston  has 
not  selected  this  site.  The  Mayor  of  Boston  has 
followed  the  dictates  of  those  charged  with  the 
selection  of  sites,  and,  as  a  consequence,  has  sent 
this  loan  order  to  us.  The  opponents  of  the 
proposed  site  tell  you  that  they  have  not  a  site. 
Speaking  in  all  fairness  to  the  councilor  on  my 
right,  these  civic  organizations  have  agreed  on  a 
site — at  the  corner  of  Geneva  avenue  and  Bowdoin 
street,  in  my  ward,  Mr.  President,  and  I  am  in- 
formed that  it  will  cost  almost  half  a  million  dollars 
to  dynamite  the  ledge  there,  bringing  it  down  so 
that  a  high  school  may  be  constructed  at  that 
spot.  Of  course,  we  are  not  going  to  see  within 
five  minutes  walk  of  this  probable  site  that  useless 
expenditure  of  money.  Are  we  by  our  votes 
today  going  to  show  we  are  willing  to  see  land 
junked  and  made  a  dumping  ground,  even  though 
we  have  spent  $55,000  in  connection  with  that 
particular  site  for  school  purposes?  Let  us  be  fair. 
Every  high  school  in  Boston,  with  the  exception 
of  those  located  at  the  extreme  edge  of  Boston, 
near  the  Brookline  line,  serves  the  public  of  the 
various  sections,  and  schools  are  particularly 
important  in  congested  areas.  Is  it  any  disgrace 
to  build  a  high  school  near  perhaps  2,000  apart- 
ments? I  say,  Mr.  President,  that  such  a  location 
is  a  good  one,  so  that  the  children  who  want  to 
receive  an  education  and  whose  parents  cannot 
afford  to  send  them  a  distance  away,  may  be 
accommodated.  In  that  way  the  parents  of  our 
school  children  will  not  be  burdened  with  un- 
necessary expense  of  transportation.  I  am  simply 
using  their  own  argument  to  show  that  a  site 
opposite  apartment  buildings  is  a  proper  site  for 
the  construction  of  a  school.  The  original  Dor- 
chester girls'  high  school  had  apartments  around 
every  possible  part  of  it.  The  Dunbar  avenue 
school  for  boys,  the  boys'  high  school,  is  in  the 
congested  area  of  that  part  of  Dorchester.  And 
that  is  where  high  schools  should  be.  Let  us  be 
fair.  There  is  nothing  wrong  with  this  appro- 
priation except  the  desire  of  certain  members 
to  have  the  school  placed  elsewhere.  I  would 
heartily  approve  of  the  stand  taken  by  the  other 
members,  as  far  as  the  necessity  for  another 
school  is  concerned.  But  is  there  a  legitimate 
reason  for  not  building  this  school?  Can  we  say 
that  that  section  has  not  need  for  such  a  school, 
whether  it  be   Roxbury  or  Dorchester?     We  are 


spending  the  taxpayers'  money,  not  alone  the 
money  of  the  taxpayers  of  Dorchester,  but  the 
money  of  the  taxpayers  of  Boston,  in  building 
this  school.  The  school  is  supposed  to  be  built 
in  the  Christopher  Gibson  District,  and  the  loan 
order  specifically  specifies  the  district  within 
which  the  school  shall  be  built.  I  understand 
from  the  Mayor  of  Boston  that  if  we  pass  this 
loan  order  work  will  be  commenced  at  once,  and 
at  a  time  like  this  that  is  important.  I  agree 
that  contractors  may  get  the  work;  nevertheless, 
work  will  be  furnished  and  the  building  will  be 
built  for  the  use  of  the  girls.  Labor  will  be  em- 
ployed in  the  construction  of  that  building.  They 
must  employ  help  to  carry  it  through.  I  have  a 
telegram  from  and  I  have  talked  with  the  president 
of  the  Dorchester  Board  of  Trade,  and  I  appeared 
at  the  public  hearing  here,  Mr.  President.  There 
was  not  the  glamour  that  was  anticipated  in  the 
hearing.  There  were  downstairs  a  lot  of  signs  and 
placards  that  were  intended  to  be  used,  but  some- 
how the  opposition,  from  the  time  of  the  meeting 
in  Dorchester  until  the  hearing  here,  petered  out, 
and  did  not  have  the  glamour  that  it  was  supposed 
it  would  have.  I  take  the  same  position  in  this 
matter  that  I  would  take  if  it  concerned  other 
members  here  in  their  respective  districts.  Those 
charged  with  the  selection  of  sites  and  the  con- 
struction of  schools  have  passed  upon  this  matter 
after  months  and  years  of  investigation,  and 
it  is  not  up  to  the  representatives  of  any  par- 
ticular section  of  Boston  to  say  what  the  needs 
of  a  particular  section  in  Dorchester  or  elsewhere 
may  be  in  so  far  as  the  location  of  a  high  school 
is  concerned.  I  agree  that  Dorchester  does  need 
another  high  school,  and  I  shall  work  just  as 
earnestly  so  that  we  may  get  it  and  express  myself 
as  earnestly  in  that  direction  as  I  now  am  in 
appealing  to  you  upon  this  matter.  I  believe 
you  have  no  reasonable  argument  against  the 
proposed  location  of  this  school.  The  civic 
organizations  have  no  argument  against  it.  Their 
only  argument  is  this — "We  need  a  high  school  in 
the  Meeting  House  Hill  section  of  Dorchester." 
—to  which  1  agree,  but  why  take  it  away  from  the 
site  that  everybody  charged  with  this  work  has 
agreed  is  the  proper  site?  As  far  as  transportation 
is  concerned,  Mr.  President,  every  carline  coming 
out  of  Dudley  street,  Egleston  square  and  Andrew 
square  stops  within  less  than  fifteen  seconds' 
walk  of  this  site — the  Washington  street,  Columbia 
road,  Blue  Hill  avenue,  Warren  street,  and  Egles- 
ton square  lines.  Can  there  be  a  more  beautiful 
site  as  far  as  transportation  is  concerned?  1  ask 
the  other  councilors  from  Dorchester,  and  from 
other  parts  of  Boston,  to  be  fair  with  me.  This 
does  not  mean  anything  to  me  personally.  My 
two  youngsters  will  not  be  ready  to  go  to  that 
school  for  years.  But  I  am  appealing  to  you,  as 
representing  that  section,  as  other  councilors  have 
appealed  to  me — in  East  Boston,  for  a  strandway, 
and  in  other  sections  for  different  things  affecting 
their  districts.  I  have  been  willing  to  agree  to  the 
wishes  of  the  representatives  from  the  West  End 
and  of  representatives  of  other  sections  of  the  city, 
when  I  saw  the  light  of  day  as  far  as  the  interests 
of  their  sections  were  concerned.  I  feel  that 
under  the  circumstances  the' other  councilors  from 
Dorchester  should  not  oppose  this  site,  which 
has  been  selected,  after  a  thorough  study  of  all 
the  requirements,  by  those  departments  of  our 
city  which  have  this  work  to  do.  It  seems  to 
me  we  should  recognize  the  work  of  bodies  charged 
with  sucli  a  public  duty,  without  regard  to  par- 
ticular districts  that  may  wish  to  have  certain 
things  done.  How  can  you  vote  against  this 
proposition,  I  say  witli  all  due  respect  to  the 
councilors  from  the  other  Dorchester  wards? 
Your  argument  in  favor  of  an  additional  school 
or  schools  for  the  Dorchester  section  is  all  right. 
I  agree  with  you  there.  But  why  take  it  out  of 
a  section  which  has  been  determined  upon  after 
thorough  study  by  reliable  servants  of  the  city 
who  have  that  matter  in  charge,  when  it  has 
been  agreed  by  them  that  this  district  needs  the 
school?  How  can  you  argue  against  this?  It 
is  an  available  site.  We  own  the  land.  They 
are  all  ready  to  go  forward  with  the  construction. 
That  part  of  Boston  is  suffering  more  today  than 
it  ever  has  because  of  the  lack  of  this  school,  and 
the  construction  of  the  school  will  meet  the  needs 
of  the  girls  in  the  neighborhood  and  will  put 
hundreds  of  carpenters,  masons,  plumbers  and 
laborers  at  work.  I  do  not  appeal  for  this  on  the 
ground  of  unemployment  alone,  but  there  is 
that  important  feature  connected  with  it,  and 
this  project  will  do  its  share  in  lessening  unem- 
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ployment.  If  you  throw  down  this  site,  what 
must  then  be  done?  You  have  got  to  arrange 
for  the  selection  of  another  site  and  for  the  con- 
struction of  a  school.  The  matter  will  have  to 
be  taken  up  by  the  School  Committee,  and  the 
whole  work  will  have  to  be  gone  over  again, 
taking  a  longer  time  than  some  of  us  will  remain 
in  this  Council.  Why  defeat  this  order  and 
make  the  girls  who  will  be  accommodated  by  this 
particular  building  suffer  for  years  until  another 
such  is  selected.  If  the  information  I  have  is 
correct,  I  don't  believe  we  should  take  care  of 
individuals  who  may  wish  to  unload  land  on  us. 
We  own  an  enormous  amount  of  vacant  land 
today,  and  we  should  not  add  to"  that  amount 
unnecessarily;  and,  in  addition  to  the  price  of 
the  lot,  $40,000,  $15,000  has  been  spent  for  the 
preliminary  architects'  fees.  You  gentlemen  who 
are  opposed  to  extravagant  expenditures  cannot 
vote  against  this  site.  1  ask  you  to  be  sincere  in 
this  proposition.  I  do  not  favor  it  because  1  have 
anything  to  gain.  The  election  is  over,  and 
whether  the  order  is  passed  or  defeated  cannot 
affect  me  personally.  But  1  am  appealing  on  the 
ground  of  the  justice  of  the  proposition,  and  I 
think  every  member  of  this  body  who  recognizes 
the  importance  of  having  proper  high  school 
accommodations  for  the  girls  of  Boston  should 
see  the  wisdom  of  the  passage  of  this  order.  I, 
then,  with  other  members,  will  be  glad  to  help 
in  the  building  of  another  high  school  in  Dor- 
chester in  another  locality  that  may  need  it. 
Therefore,  I  ask  you  to  consider  carefully  before 
you  vote  to  defeat  this  order. 

Coun.  WILSON — Mr.  President,  it  has  been 
said  in  the  past,  with  or  without  reason,  that 
argument  before  members  of  the  City  Council  is  of 
little  avail.  But  1  believe  that,  this  being  pri- 
marily a  Dorchester  matter,  and  believing,  as  I  do, 
that  it  is  by  no  means  an  administrative  matter 
purely  and  simply,  I  feel  that  something  should  be 
said  to  make  the  situation  clear.  We  may  not  be 
able  to  sway  the  judgment  of  those  representa- 
tives of  the  City  Council  who  do  not  live  in  the 
Dorchester  district,  but  I  certainly  trust  that  they 
will  be  able  to  approach  it  from  the  bystanders' 
point  of  view  and  vote  having  in  mind  a  logical 
viewpoint.  As  the  councilor  from  Ward  14 
(Coun.  Ruby)  has  very  ably  pointed  out,  this  is 
not  primarily  a  loan  order  of  the  Mayor.  It  is  not 
an  administrative  measure.  As  the  able  Senator 
from  Ward  16  and  other  wards,  Senator  Finnegan, 
well  stated  before  the  meeting  of  the  Executive 
Committee  of  the  Council: 

"The  chairman  of  your  committee,  in  calling  the 
meeting  to  order,  made  the  statement  that  you 
have  no  control  over  the  location  of  this  particular 
school.  I  agree,  of  course,  that  that  is  correct  on 
the  surface,  but,  because  of  your  veto  power  in 
this  matter,  you  can  to  some  very  considerable 
extent  determine  the  location." 

I  think  that  Senator  Finnegan  quite  properly 
pointed  that  fact  out,  because  the  City  Council  of 
the  City  of  Boston  today  furnishes  the  last  stand 
for  the  almost  unanimous  sentiment  of  Dorchester 
against  perpetuating  the  error  that  was  made  when 
they  bought  the  Wilder  street  tract.  Neither  the 
particular  location  in  question  on  Wilder  street 
nor  the  proposed  location  on  Bowdoin  street  is  in 
the  ward  I  represent,  so  to  that  extent  I  can  be  a 
bystander  and  follow  the  logic  of  the  civic  organiza- 
tions of  Dorchester  without  any  axe  of  my  own  to 
grind.  It  is  all  very  well  to  dismiss  the  action  of 
civic  organizations  with  a  wave  of  the  hand,  but, 
if  I  understand  the  facts  correctly,  these  organiza- 
tions represent  not  only  the  citizenship  but  the 
business  interests  generally  and  the  taxpayers  in 
that  part  of  Boston  called  Dorchester,  which  com- 
prises a  quarter  of  the  city.  When  we  went  to  the 
School  Committee  and  asked  them  not  to  build  on 
the  Wilder  street  site,  the  School  Committee  said, 
"If  you  boys  will  unite  we  will  talk  to  you."  And 
so,  much  to  their  surprise  and  to  my  surprise  and 
the  surprise  of  everybody  else,  thirteen  civic 
organizations  for  once  in  the  history  of  Boston 
actually  did  get  together  and  agree  on  something. 
And  when  you  see  thirteen  civic  organizations 
standing  together  against  any  particular  proposi- 
tion, there  must  be  a  good  deal  of  logic  in  their 
stand.  I  am  not  going  to  weary  you,  but  there  are 
some  things  here  to  which  I  would  like  to  refer.  I 
am  not  going  to  read  all  of  this  paper,  so  don't 
back  away,  but  I  would  like  to  have  appear  as  a 
matter  of  record  some  of  the  logical  arguments  and 
figures  that  were  submitted.  I  will  read  to  you 
just  about  three  short  paragraphs.  This  is  from 
the  survey  by  Dorchester  civic  and  industrial 
organizations: 


"From  continued  study  and  observation,  we 
found  a  glaring  lack  of  high  school  accommodations 
in  Dorchester,  with  an  overcrowding  of  some  six 
hundred  pupils  in  our  present  high  school  buildings, 
seventeen  hundred  pupils  going  from  our  district 
daily  to  the  Boston  high  schools,  and  some  one 
thousand  to  fifteen  hundred  more  attending  other 
high  schools  outside  the  district. 

"The  location  favored  by  the  Dorchester  Board 
of  Trade  and  other  civic  bodies  is  at  and  near  the 
corner  of  Bowdoin  street  and  Geneva  avenue,  the 
center  of  three  school  districts,  increasing  every 
year  and  accessible  to  all  transportation  lines." 

Then  they  point  out  these  significant  figures: 

"From  1900  to  1928  Boston's  population  in- 
creased 41  per  cent,  elementary  school  pupulation 
30  per  cent;  high  school  accommodation  increased 
400  per  cent.  Dorchester's  population  increased 
143  percent;  high  school  pupils  400  per  cent,  while 

accommodations  only  increased  200  per  cent" 

200  per  cent,  as  against  400  per  cent  for  the 
entire  city.  If  you  want  a  logical  argument,  as 
showing  the  need  of  high  school  accommodations 
in  Dorchester,  there  you  have  it.  Dorchester, 
West  Roxbury  and  Hyde  Park  are  the  growing 
communities  of  the  City  of  Boston.  Then  they 
point  out  that 

"In  the  period  from  1870  to  1925,  only  two  high 
schools  were  built  in  Dorchester  to  serve  the 
needs  of  those  wishing  to  attend  same.  The 
population  of  Dorchester  during  that  period 
increased  from  12,000  in  1870  to  175,000  in  1925. 
Today,  with  a  population  of  187,000,  a  gain  of 
35,000  people  in  ten  years,  we  have  38,000  pupils, 
or  30  per  cent  of  Boston's  total.  We  have  6,500 
high  school  pupils,  or  25  per  cent  of  Boston's 
total,  but  have  only  two  high  schools,  or  9  per  cent 
of  Boston's  total  high  school  accommodations. 
The  location  at  Wilder  road,  advocated  by  those 
not  understanding  Dorchester's  educational  prob- 
lem, is  bordering  Roxbury  and  will  serve  mainly 
Roxbury  pupils." 

Then  they  present  a  survey  of  the  high  school 
accommodations  of  Roxbury: 

"Roxbury's  population  in  1931  is  122,000 
people,  a  loss  of  5,000  people  in  ten  years.  With- 
out harboring  any  ill  feeling  towards  this  section, 
the  people  of  which  we  admire  and  respect,  we 
feel  that  another  high  school  is  not  needed  in  Rox- 
bury, as  there  are  four  high  schools  within  its 
boundary." 

Those  are  the  figures  as  submitted  by  these 
thirteen  civic  organizations,  and  I  think  they  are 
logical  enough.  The  question  is  raised  that 
perhaps  Roxbury  needs  a  fifth  high  school.  I  say 
in  response  to  that  that  the  order  which  was 
introduced  in  the  School  Committee  of  the  City 
of  Boston  was  headed  "Appropriation  for  a  new 
Dorchester  High  School  for  Girls."  Therefore, 
the  chief  argument  of  these  thirteen  civic  organi- 
zations is,  not  a  dispute  as  to  whether  Dorchester 
or  Roxbury  needs  a  high  school  most,  but  that  the 
School  Committee  put  this  through  as  a  Dor- 
chester measure.  That  is  the  chief  argument 
of  those  thirteen  civic  organizations.  The  addi- 
tional point  is  raised  that  the  City  of  Boston  or 
the  School  Department  owns  some  land,  and 
what  a  horrible  thing  it  would  be,  owning  some 
land,  not  to  put  the  high  school  building  there. 
But,  as  the  councilor  from  Ward  14  well  pointed 
out  at  the  public  hearing  held  in  this  room  on 
October  27,  the  City  of  Boston  has  spent  $500,000 
for  vacant  land  which  has  been  purchased  since 
1920  for  school  purposes,  upon  which  not  one  single 
foot  of  school  construction  has  been  done  in  these 
long  eleven  years,  and  upon  which  we  have  spent 
not  only  that  half  million,  Mr.  President  and 
gentlemen,  but  $137,000  for  preliminary  archi- 
tects' fees.  I  will  admit  without  disrespect  to  the 
present  School  Committee  that  School  Com- 
mittees of  the  past  twenty  years  have  been  run- 
ning wild  in  buying  up  vacant  land  that  some  one 
has  to  sell,  but,  just  because  half  a  million  dollars 
of  land  has  been  bought,  enabling  somebody  to 
collect,  is  no  reason  for  picking  out'  this  $40,000 
piece  to  put  up  a  high  school,  after  the  population 
which  it  was  originally  intended  to  serve  has 
passed  on  to  Dorchester  and  Hyde  Park.  A 
a  member  of  the  board  that  picked  out  the  site 
said  that,  "were  the  matter  being  opened  up  as  a 
new  proposition,  with  no  money  already  spent  for 
land  and  plans,  the  Board  would  find  it  difficult 
to  choose  between  the  two  locations,  as  far  as  mere 
geographical  location  is  concerned."  So  a  mem- 
ber of  the  very  Board  that  picked  out  the  Wilder 
street  site  is  very  doubtful  in  the  matter,  and  the 
chairman   of    the    School   Committee,    who    was 
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against  the  Wilder  street  site,  has  just  been  re- 
elected by  a  very  flattering  vote  throughout  this 
city.  That  gentleman  said  in  the  School  Com- 
mittee, "1  feel  that  the  site  which  has  been  chosen 
is  not  sufficiently  centrally  located."  I  feel 
that  a  man  who  has  served  two  terms  on  the 
Boston  School  Committee  and  who  voted  against 
this  proposed  site  and  has  been  elected  for  another 
term  by  an  overwhelming  vote,  while  incidentally 
a  member  voting  the  other  way  has  received 
a  sound  beating,  knows  his  stuff,  and  therefore  I 
think  Chairman  Hurley's  position  in  this  matter 
should  be  considered  when  it  comes  to  the  question 
of  which  site  should  be  picked.  The  councilor 
from  Ward  14  (Coun.  Ruby),  perhaps  inadvert- 
ently, said  he  was  not  concerned  with  who  was 
going  to  go  tc  the  new  high  school.  Well,  as  one 
of  the  members  representing  a  central  Dorchester 
ward,  I  oppose  this  particular  loan  order  because 
I  am  concerned  in  the  question  of  who  is  going 
to  the  new  high  school.  The  amount  was  orig- 
inally granted  as  an  appropriation  for  a  new 
Dorchester  high  school,  and  when  you  talk  about 
a  Dorchester  high  school  it  is  to  be  assumed 
that  it  means  that  Dorchester  girls  are  going  to  be 
particularly  benefited,  and  we  know  that  they  are 
not  going  to  be  benefited  in  the  main  if  they  are 
to  be  sent  over  to  Grove  Hall.  There  has  been 
some  talk  about  there  being  a  rock  ledge  on 
Bowdoin  street.  Well,  there  is  an  old  Book 
that  some  of  us  were  brought  up  to  read  in  our 
families  which  speaks  of  the  soundness  of  a  house 
built  on  a  rock.  There  are  worse  places  to  build  a 
high  school,  in  these  days  of  catastrophes,  than 
on  a  rock,  and  in  this  connection  I  would  call 
attention  to  the  fact  that  there  was  some  rock 
on  the  Dunbar  Avenue  Playground  which,  how- 
ever, was  removed  under  contract  for  the  amount 
of  $22,000  some  time  ago.  When  it  comes  to 
removing  such  rock  as  may  need  to  be  removed, 
$22,000  will  go  a  long  ways,  and  in  that  case  it 
meant  that  in  preparing  the  ground  for  bleachers 
they  cleared  a  space  larger  than  this  room.  So 
there  is  such  a  thing  as  blasting  rock,  and  for 
ages  past  the  value  of  having  foundations  on  rock 
has  been  recognized.  Of  course,  the  old  unem- 
ployment "molasses"  does  not  sway  me  at  all, 
and  1  am  not  personally  concerned  because  of 
my  own  ward  being  particularly  affected,  as  there 
are  two  schools  being  built  in  my  ward  now,  one 
being  built  near  Alicia  road  and  one  near  the 
Southern  Artery,  and  I  defy  anyone  to  show  more 
than  fifty  men  at  work  on  either  of  them  at  the 
present  moment,  and  I  defy  anyone  to  show  me  as 
many  as  30  per  cent  of  those  even  living  in  Boston. 
So  forget  your  "molasses"  about  unemployment. 
That  is  all  "bunk."  So  much,  then,  for  the  logic 
of  the  Dorchester  viewpoint,  having  in  mind  the 
facts.  I  was  present  at  the  mass  meeting  that 
was  held  out  in  Dorchester,  although  I  did  not 
even  speak  there.  There  were  thousands  who 
had  to  be  turned  away  from  the  door,  and  there 
was  the  definite  expression  of  these  thirteen  civic 
organizations  against  this  particular  project — 
and  they  certainly  knew  something  about  Dor- 
chester, and  the  Dorchester  members  know 
more  about  the  situation  than  the  other  members 
of  this  body.  1  say  that  we  should  defeat  this 
order  now.  It  is  not  an  administration  measure. 
And  when  you  hear  the  talk  about  furnishing 
employment  to  men,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  three 
out  of  the  four  who  will  be  employed  will  come  from 
Somerville,  Medford  or  some  other  city.  So  I 
say  this  order  should  be  licked  and  set  back,  so 
that  a  new  order  may  be  passed  by  the  School 
Committee  and  presented  to  us.  None  of  us 
have  anything  against  Koxbury,  but  if  a  Dor- 
chester high  school  is  named  in  the  original  action 
taken  in  the  matter,  and  when  we  also  know  the 
need  of  having  a  girls'  high  school  more  centrally 
located  in  Dorchester,  I  certainly  trust  that  the 
final  action  taken  may  be  the  placing  out  there  of  a 
real  Dorchester  girls'  high  school.  (Applause  in 
the  galleries.) 

President  McGRATH — Those  in  the  gallery  are 
our  guests  and  are  welcome,  but  there  must  be  no 
demonstration,  under  the  rules  of  the  Council. 

Coun.  RUBY — Mr.  President,  it  is  all  very  well 
for  the  gentleman  to  talk  about  molasses,  but  he 
has  been  pretty  sticky  on  this  matter  of  unemploy- 
ment, saying  that  Boston  construction  should  be 
done  by  Boston  employees,  and  I  am  surprised  to 
hear  him  at  this  late  hour  use  in  his  argument  the 
fact  that  very  few  people  working  on  school  con-  ' 
struction  in  his  own  ward  belong  in  Boston,  that 
they  are  coming  from  Medford  and  other  way 
stations,  he  not  having  said  anything  about,  that 


in  the  body  before,  simply  waiting  for  a  time  like 
this,  when  it  is  impossible  to  immediately  furnish 
proof.  But  let  me  remind  the  councilor  from  Ward 
17,  while  they  sometimes  say  that  figures  never  lie, 
that  there  is  something  additional  to  be  said  when 
he  submits  figures  of  some  20,000  increase  in  popu- 
lation in  the  five  wards  of  Dorchester  in  the  last 
ten  years.  Let  me  ask  you  to  go  to  the  last  census 
of  1930,  and  you  will  find  that  over  11,000  of  those 
20,000  came  into  Ward  14  and  not  into  the  other 
four  wards  of  Dorchester.  So  the  fact  is  that  the 
center  of  population  is  coming  into  Ward  14,  where 
this  building  is  intended  to  be  constructed,  and  for 
that  reason  the  site  was  selected  by  the  School 
Committee.  It  is  easy  to  magnify  figures  and  use 
them  for  or  against  a  certain  locality.  The  census 
reports  of  1930  from  the  United  States  Govern- 
ment informed  the  public  of  Boston  that  the 
greatest  increase  in  population  came  into  my 
section  of  Boston,  and  if  only  20,000 — I  am  taking 
the  figures  of  the  councilor  from  Ward  7 — came 
into  the  five  wards  of  Dorchester,  11,000  of  those 
are  to  be  credited  to  this  immediate  vicinity. 
There  has  been  more  increase  in  population  and 
more  building  construction  in  my  district  than  in 
the  others.  In  the  old  sections  of  Dorchester  new 
construction  has  not  developed  to  any  such  extent, 
because  of  there  not  being  facilities  for  it.  So  the 
argument  that  has  been  used  on  the  basis  of  popu- 
lation should  be  no  argument  for  the  defeat  of 
this  order.  I  have  said,  and  still  maintain,  that 
the  old  "  bunk"  of  a  high  school  in  Dorchester  and 
not  for  Roxbury  means  nothing.  By  what  stretch 
of  the  imagination  can  my  friend  from  Ward  17 
(Coun.  Wilson)  take  the  position  he  does  in  this 
matter,  when  the  boys  of  Boston  have  to  go  to 
the  Brookline  line  for  their  Latin  School  educa- 
tion? How  can  he  justify  that?  And  he  did  not 
vote  against  the  appropriation  for  the  Worthing- 
ton  street  school  because  of  its  location,  but  because 
he  did  not  feel  that  the  proposed  building  was 
large  enough.  After  all,  Ward  14  is  as  much  a 
part  of  Dorchester  as  the  Lower  Mills  or  the 
Meeting  House  Hill  section.  The  question  of  the 
location  that  is  most  desirable  is,  after  all,  not  a 
question  to  be  decided  by  this  body,  but  one  to  be 
decided  having  the  whole  interest  of  the  city  in 
view.  The  question  having  been  decided  by  the 
proper  bodies,  after  a  thorough  study  of  the  situa- 
tion, I  believe  we  should  at  this  time  pass  the  order. 

Coun.  FISH — Mr.  President,  this  original 
appropriation  was  authorized  for  Dorchester  and 
not  for  Roxbury,  and  I  believe  the  action  taken  in 
the  matter  of  constructing  a  girls'  high  school 
should  have  the  interest  of  Dorchester  as  a  whole 
in  view.     I  trust  that  the  order  will  be  defeated. 

Coun.  KELLY — Mr.  President,  just  a  word 
more.  This  order  requires  fifteen  votes  for  pas- 
sage, and  I  don't  believe  there  are  fifteen  men 
here  who  will  vote  to  ratify  the  blunder  that  has 
been  made  by  our  School  Committee.  The  oppo- 
sition to  the  present  proposed  site  is  an  opposition 
of  nearly  300.000  people,  residents  of  Dorchester, 
people  owning  close  to  $2,000,000  of  property 
in  Dorchester,  and  I  certainly  feel  that  they  are 
entitled  in  this  matter  to  some  consideration. 
They  are  entitled  to  have  the  school  where  they 
want  it,  and  when  they  are  unanimous,  and  when 
that  opinion  is  also  voiced  by  the  civic  organiza- 
tions representing  them,  comprising  in  their  mem- 
bership citizens  from  all  parts  of  Dorchester,  and 
when  they  are  firmly  of  the  opinion  that  the  pro- 
posed locution  is  not  the  proper  spot  for  the  girls' 
high  school,  it  is  certainly  time  that  the  members 
of  the  City  Council,  from  every  ward  in  the  city, 
took  judicial  notice  of  that  agreement  of  the  Dor- 
chester section  upon  this  question,  Just  one 
more  word  regarding  acquisition  and  sale  of  land 
by  the  City  of  Boston.  At  the  spot  upon  which 
the  School  Committee  has  voted  to  spend  prac- 
tically a  million  dollars  for  the  girls'  high  school, 
they  own  125.000  feet  of  land,  at  :m  expense  of 
approximately  840,000.  Mr.  President  ami  mem- 
bers of  the  Council,  226,000  Bquare  feet  of  land 
will  be  required  for  the  erection  of  this  high  school. 
Therefore,  :it   the  Grove   Hall  site   100,000   more 

feet  of  land   must  he  taken,     I  :wn  not  here  to   say 

anything  about  any  particular  land  deal  that  may 

be  going  on   in    the  Grove   Midi  section,   but   I  am 

here  to  Bay  that  the  particular  spot  that  the 
thirteen  civic  organizations  of  Dorchester  and  the 
people  of  Dorchester  favor  is  a  central  spot  in 
Dorchester,  and  that  the  land  can  be  taken  by 
right  of  eminent  domain.  We  can  go  out  there 
tomorrow    and     take    it.      We    don't    have    to    go 

through  a  process  of  negotiation.  Nobody  is  to 
be   made   rich    through   the   transaction.      Hut    the 
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owner  of  the  property  taken  can,  if  he  is  not  satis- 
fied with  the  price  offered,  summon  the  city  into 
court,  and  a  jury  of  twelve  fair-minded  men  will 
give  a  fair  award  for  the  land  taken.  Therefore, 
no  one  can  say  that  any  land  deal  is  in  process  at 
the  particular  spot  agreed  upon  by  the  thirteen 
civic  organizations.  I  have  here  the  same  figures 
that  Councilor  Wilson  has  quoted,  and  they  show 
that  from  1920  to  1930  Roxbury  decreased  4,000- 
odd  in  population  and  that  Dorchester  has  in- 
creased 31,000,  instead  of  21,000,  as  reported  by 
the  councilor  from  Ward  14  (Coun.  Ruby).  I 
say  that  Wards  16  and  17  are  growing  commu- 
nities, much  more  so,  as  far  as  that  is  concerned, 
than  my  particular  ward.  I  trust  that  we  will 
refuse  to  give  this  million  dollars  to  the  School 
Committee  to  spend,  thereby  ratifying  the  mistake 
that  they  made  in  the  selection  of  the  Grove  Hall 
site,  and  that  action  will  then  be  taken  looking 
to  the  selection  of  a  site  at  some  other  point  nearer 
the  center  of  Dorchester.  I  trust  that  there  will 
be  at  least  eight  members  of  this  Council  who  will 
block  this  attempted  injustice.  I  care  not  whether 
it  is  an  administration  measure  or  not  an  adminis- 
tration measure.  The  loan  order  is  wrong,  and 
I  hope  it  will  be  defeated  accordingly. 

The  order  failed  of  passage  on  roll  call,  yeas  7, 
nays  12: 

Yeas — Coun.  Bush,  Curtis,  Englert,  Lynch, 
Mahoney,  McGrath,  Ruby — 7. 

Nays — Coun.  Arnold,  Cox,  Dowd,  Fish,  Fitz- 
gerald, Gallagher,  Green,  Hein,  Kelly,  Murray, 
Power,  Wilson — 12. 

Coun.  RUBY — Mr.  President,  I  move  recon- 
sideration, and  assignment  to  the  next  meeting. 

Coun.  KELLY — Mr.  President,  we  have  been 
debating  this  question  from  all  sides  for  close  to 
an  hour  and  a  half,  and  the  members  here  have 
manifested  by  their  votes,  twelve  votes  being  cast 
in  the  negative,  that  they  want  the  order  defeated. 
I  shall  therefore  ask  the  twelve  members  who 
stood  by  the  people  of  Dorchester  against  this 
proposed  location  to  now  again  stand  by  the 
people  of  Dorchester  and  not  allow  the  motion  to 
reconsider  to  be  assigned  to  the  next  meeting.  I 
trust  that  that  motion  will  be  defeated  today. 

The  motion  to  reconsider  was  lost. 


REPORT   OF   COMMITTEE   ON 
ORDINANCES. 

Coun.  HEIN,  for  the  Committee  on  Ordinances, 
submitted  the  following: 

1.  Report  on  ordinance  (referred  October  5) 
amending  section  1  of  chapter  37  of  the  Revised 
Ordinances  of  1925,  as  amended  by  chapter  4  of 
the  Ordinances  of  1930,  by  striking  out  the  word 
"thirteen"  in  the  fourth  hue  of  said  section  and 
inserting  in  place  thereof  the  word  "fifteen," — 
that  the  same  ought  to  pasB. 

The  report  was  accepted  and  said  ordinance  was 


2.  Report  on  ordinance  (referred  August  3) 
providing  that  the  bond  required  in  order  to 
authorize  the  service  of  civil  process  by  constables 
shall  be  in  the  sum  of  S3 ,000  with  an  incorporated 
surety  company  approved  by  the  City  Treasurer 
as  surety  thereon,  and  only  such  surety  shall 
hereafter  be  accepted  by  the  City  Council  on  said 
bond, — that  the  same  ought  to  pass. 

The  report  was  accepted  and  the  question  came 
on  the  passage  of  the  ordinance. 

At  request  of  Coun.  Bush,  the  clerk  read  the 
proposed  ordinance. 

Coun.  BUSH — Mr.  President,  that  eliminates 
the  personal  sureties  on  bonds? 

President  McGRATH— Yes. 

The  report  was  accepted,  and  President 
McGRATH  put  the  question  on  the  passage  of  the 
ordinance.  Being  in  doubt,  the  Chair  ordered  a 
rising  vote. 

Coun.  RUBY — Mr.  President,  I  rise  to  a  ques- 
tion of  information.  I  would  like  to  know  from 
the  chairman  of  the  committee  if  there  was  a  meet- 
ing of  the  Committee  on  Ordinances  held  on  this 
ordinance? 

Coun.  HEIN — There  was,  Mr.  President,  and  at 
the  time  the  constables  who  were  present  them- 
selves agreed  that  it  would  be  a  good  thing. 

Coun.  WILSON — Mr.  President,  having  intro- 
duced this  particular  ordinance,  I  will  stand  behind 
it.  The  ordinance  was  introduced  after  a  full 
hearing  that  was  held  in  regard  to  possible  rejection 
of  constables,  before  the  committee  of  which 
Councilor  Hein  is  chairman,  months  ago.  The 
constables   themselves  admitted   that  it  was   high 


time  that  something  of  this  sort  was  done,  that 
when  it  came  to  the  matter  of  sureties  it  was  much 
better  to  have  a  bonding  company  to  fall  back  on 
than  a  "phony"  real  estate  owner. 

The  ordinance  was  passed  by  rising  vote,  yeas  9, 
nays  2. 


REPORT     OF     COMMITTEE      ON     JITNEY 

LICENSES. 

Coun.  MURRAY,  for  the  Special  Committee  on 
Jitney  Licenses,  submitted  the  following: 

1.  Report  on  petition  of  Eastern  Massachusetts 
Street  Railway  Company  (referred  November  9) 
for  license  to  operate  motor  vehicles  between 
Pierce  square  and  Ashmont  Station, — that  a 
license  be  granted. 

Report  accepted;  said  license  granted. 


SOLDIERS'   RELIEF. 

Coun.  LYNCH,  acting  chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Soldiers'  Relief,  submitted  report  recom- 
mending passage  of  order  for  payment  of  aid  to 
soldiers  and  sailors  and  their  families  in  the  City 
of  Boston  for  the  month  of  November,  1931. 

Report  accepted;  said  order  passed. 


SAFETY   ISLANDS,   NASHUA   STREET. 

Coun.  FITZGERALD  offered  the  foUowing: 
Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Works 
be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to 
build  safety  islands  in  Nashua  street,  at  the 
junction  of  Cotting  street,  and  in  Nashua  street, 
at  the  junction  of  Causeway  street. 
Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


SPEEDING    OF   STOLEN   CARS,  CHARLES- 
TOWN. 

Coun.  GREEN  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Police  Commissioner  be 
requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  take 
whatever  extraordinary  measures  may  be  necessary 
to  put  a  definite  end  to  the  speeding  of  stolen  cars 
through  the  streets  of  Charlestown,  even  if  it  is 
necessary  to  call  on  the  forces  of  the  state  to  assist 
the  local  police,  in  order  that  the  present  danger 
to  life  and  limb  in  Charlestown  may  be  eliminated. 

Conn.  GREEN  —Mr.  President,  I  intend,  as  the 
councilor  from  the  Charlestown  district,  to  bend 
every  effort  to  put  a  stop  to  the  intolerable  condi- 
tions under  which  we  are  now  forced  to  live  in  my 
district.  Only  last  week  my  pastor,  the  Rev. 
Mark  Driscoll,  was  almost  knocked  down  in  front 
of  St.  Francis  de  Sales  Church,  where  a  mission  is 
being  held.  Every  night  at  a  certain  time  we  are 
apt  to  see  that  sort  of  thing  over  there;  and  lam 
not  charging  the  boys  and  girls  of  Charlestown 
with  these  offences,  because  these  young  fellows 
are  coining  from  outlying  cities  and  towns  to,  as 
they  say.  "make  the  loop"  over  Bunker  Hill, 
endangering  the  lives  of  men,  women  and  little 
children.  Therefore.  I  have  introduced  this 
order.  I  don't  want  to  reflect  on  the  integrity  of 
our  police  captains  or  of  the  officers  of  that  station. 
Those  men  are  doing  all  that  is  humanly  possible 
to  put  a  stop  to  what  is  going  on.  But  these  men 
or  boys,  rum-crazed  or  maniacs,  should  be  stopped. 
I  have  not  been  inside  the  portals  of  the  Charles- 
town Court  for  over  eleven  years,  but  tomorrow 
morning  my  first  official  act  will  be  to  call  on  the 
judge  of  our  local  court  over  there.  I  am  not 
going  to  ask  him  to  put  these  people  in  jail,  but  to 
place  them  under  observation,  because  when  men 
and  women,  or  boys  and  girls,  drive  cars  over 
Bunker  Hill  street  at  seventy  miles  an  hour,  there 
is  something  the  matter  with  them  mentally.  So  I 
want  to  serve  this  warning  on  all  within  hearing  of 
my  voice  that  tomorrow  morning  my  first  official 
act  will  be  to  call,  as  councilor  from  that  district,  on 
the  judge  of  the  local  court. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


REMOVAL    OF    WARREN-BUNKER    HILL 
PRIMARY   SCHOOL,   ETC. 

Coun.  GREEN  offered  the  foUowing: 
Ordered    that    the    School    Committee    be    re- 
quested, through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  submit 


NOVEMBER    16,    1931. 


422 


to  the  City  Council  an  estimate  of  the  cost  of 
removing  the  old  Warren-Bunker  Hill  primary- 
school  and  the  taking  of  land  in  the  immediate 
vicinity  for  school  yard  purposes,  and  to  include 
the  amount  necessary  for  this  purpose  in  their 
budget  for- 1932. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


CONFIRMATION   OF  EXECUTIVE 
APPOINTMENTS. 

President  McGRATH  called  up,  under  un- 
finished business,  No.  1  on  the  calendar,  viz.: 

1.  Action  on  appointment  submitted  by  the 
Mayor  November  9,  1931,  of  Fred  R.  Davidson, 
Samuel  L.  Batchelder  and  Paul  Grieco,  to  be 
Weighers  of  Coal;  and  T.  F.  McCarthy,  John  C. 
Donohue,  Dominic  Carpenter  and  Fred  Davidson, 
to  be  Weighers  of  Goods. 

The  question  came  on  confirmation.  Com- 
mittee, Coun.  Gallagher  and  Green.  Whole 
number  of  ballots  17,  yeas  17,  and  the  appoint- 
ments were  confirmed. 


DISTRIBUTION  OF  ASSESSMENTS  FOR 
STREET  BETTERMENTS. 

Coun.  FISH  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Board  of  Assessors  be  re- 
quested, through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  dis- 
tribute the  assessments  for  street  betterments 
over  a  period  of  twenty  years  instead  of  ten,  as 
is  the  present  arrangement. 

Coun.  FISH — Mr.  President,  if  his  Honor  the 
Mayor  or  the  Board  of  Assessors  had  not  the  power 
to  change  that  law,  so  that  the  period  for  distri- 
bution of  assessments  for  street  betterments  shall 
be  over  a  period  of  twenty  years,  instead  of  ten 
years,  I  intend  to  file  a  bill  in  the  Legislature  to 
that  effect. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


ACCEPTING  PART  OF  NORMANDY 
STREET. 
Coun.  RUBY  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,    That    the   Board    of    Street    Commis- 
sioners be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor, 
to  lay  out  and  accept  the  unaccepted  part  of  Nor- 
mandy street,  Ward  14,  as  a  public  highway. 
Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


ACCEPTANCE  OF  HUNTER  STREET. 

Coun.  RUBY  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Board  of  Street  Commission- 
ers be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to 
lay  out  and  accept  Hunter  street,  Ward  14,  as  a 
public  highway. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


INFORMATION  REQUESTED  FROM  SUPER- 
INTENDENT OF  SUPPLIES. 
Coun.  DOWD  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,   That  the   Superintendent   of   Supplies 

be  requested,   through   his   Honor   the   Mayor,   to 

furnish  the  Boston  City  Council  with  the  following 

information: 

1.  The  names  of  concerns  selling  meat  to  the 
city  from  September  15  to  October  15. 

2.  The  amount  of  money  paid  each  concern. 

3.  Specifications  in  full  pertaining  to  all  meats 
purchased  during  said  period. 

4.  Price  paid  per  pound  for  meats  of  all  kinds 
and  descriptions. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


REQUEST     TO     EDITOR      OF      "CITY 

RECORD." 
Coun.  DOWD  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  editor  of  the  City  Record  be 
requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  comply 
with  section  29  of  the  amended  City  Charter. 


Coun.  DOWD — Mr.  President,  this  order  re- 
quests the  Mayor  of  Boston  to  advise  the  editor  of 
the  City  Record  to  comply  with  section  29  of  the 
revised  city  charter.  I  was  very  hopeful  that 
when  the  election  was  over  and  the  votes  were 
counted  everybody  would  be  satisfied,  and  I  was 
quite  amused  and  surprised  when  I  picked  up  the 
official  City  Record — which  is  a  paper  supposed  to 
be  devoted  to  the  city's  official  business  and  not  to 
political  speeches  of  any  individual,  whether  the 
Mayor  of  Boston  or  otherwise — to  find  its  space 
devoted  to  certain  things  for  which  it  was  never 
supposed  to  be  used.  The  Mayor  of  Boston 
must  be  made  to  realize  that,  even  if  he  is  Mayor, 
he  has  got  to  live  under  the  provisions  of  the 
charter  of  the  City  of  Boston.  The  laws  which 
govern  us  were  made  long  before  he  was  Mayor  of 
Boston  and  they  will -be  on  our  statute  books  after 
he  has  gone.  He  has  absolutely  violated,  broken 
and  disregarded  section  29  of  our  revised  charter, 
which  I  shall  now  read  to  you: 

"Section  29. — Within  ninety  days  after  the 
passage  of  this  act  and  thereafter  there  shall  be 
published  at  least  once  a  week  and  distributed  and 
sold  under  the  direction  of  the  mayor  and  on  terms 
to  be  fixed  by  the  city  council  and  approved  by  the 
mayor  a  paper  to  be  known  as  the  City  Record. 
All  advertising,  whether  required  by  law  or  not, 
with  reference  to  the  purchase  or  taking  of  land, 
contracts  for  work,  materials,  or  supplies,  the  sale 
of  bonds,  or  the  sale  of  property  for  non-payment  of 
taxes  shall  appear  exclusively  in  said  paper;  a  list 
of  all  contracts  of  .$1,000  or  more  as  awarded,  with 
the  names  of  bidders,  and  the  amount  of  the  bids; 
appointments  by  the  mayor,  and  changes  in  the 
number  and  compensation  of  employees  in  each 
department  shall  be  published  in  the  City  Record. 
The  proceedings  of  the  city  council  and  school 
committee,  together  with  all  recommendations  from 
the  mayor,  shall  be  published  in  the  City  Record." 

I  say  to  the  Mayor  of  Boston  and  the  gentlemen 
of  the  Council  that  the  Mayor  of  Boston  has  been 
using  the  City  Record  during  his  administration 
merely  as  a  Curley  newspaper.  I  was  quite 
amazed  when  I  saw  the  Mayor's  radio  speech  pub- 
lished in  the  City  Record.  It  is  bad  enough  to  put 
private  matter  into  it,  but  when  it  comes  to 
vilification  and  slander  by  him  of  members  of  the 
Council  who  have  been  elected  as  well  as  he  by  the 
people  of  Boston,  through  this  official  city  publica- 
tion, I  feel  it  my  duty  as  a  city  councilor  to  answer 
the  charges  that  the  Mayor  of  Boston  has  made 
against  me  in  the  City  Record,  and  I  intend  to  do  so. 
If  the  President  feels  that  I  am  not  talking  on  the 
question  at  any  time,  I  know,  realizing  the  power 
of  his  office,  that  he  can  call  me  to  order;  but  I  will 
say  that  I  have  prepared  twenty-four  orders  to 
cover  the  points  I  propose  to  talk  on.  So,  if  it 
becomes  necessary,  I  can  introduce  those  orders. 
First  and  foremost,  he  refers  to  the  wild  efforts  of 
three  members  of  this  body  to  obtain  publicity. 
When  it  comes  to  wild  publicity,  I  leave  the 
Mayor's  attitude  in  that  respect  to  the  people  of 
Boston.  He  has  given  to  a  certain  bill  posting 
concern  $44,000  within  a  short  period  of  time,  as  a 
result  of  which  you  see  through  the  country  for 
many  miles  outside  of  Boston  big  billboards  on 
every  highway  and  turnpike,  advertising  not  only 
Boston  but  the  name  of  James  M.  Curley,  in 
almost  as  big  type  as  is  used  for  the  city.  Also, 
you  can  pick  up  any  Boston  newspaper  and  see  the 
Mayor's  picture  and  speeches  from  day  to  day. 
And  then  he  accuses  the  members  of  the  Council 
of  seeking  publicity!  He  then  goes  to  say  in 
the  City  Record  that  I  have  voted  against  necessary 
and  important  appropriations.  I  defy  him  to  snow 
me  one  loan  order  which  had  merit  that  I  voted 
against  in  the  entire  time  I  have  been  in  this  body. 
I  have  always  voted  for  necessary  and  important 
loan  orders,  those  that  had  merit  in  them,  and  I  will 
pursue  the  same  policy  during  the  next  two  years. 
Whenever  the  Mayor  of  Boston  presents  to  the 
Council  an  order  that  has  some  merit  in  it,  I  shall, 
vote  for  it;  but  every  time  when  he  sends  an  order 
here  to  enrich  some  grafting  real  estate  men  or 
contractors,  I  will  vote  against  it,  as  I  always  have. 
He  says  here  that  "upon  assuming  office  Dowd 
asked  the  same  consideration  for  his  contractors 
as  had  been  received  during  the  previous  adminis- 
tration." Most  of  you  gentlemen  served  with  me 
during  the  Nichols  administration,  and  you  know 
how  fair  he  was  in  the  entire  four  years.  You 
know  that  Mayor  Nichols  was  a  gentleman.  It 
was  put  up  to  him,  "  Mayor  Curley  says  that  Dowd 
had  contracts  under  you.  What  about  it?"  Mr. 
Nichols  had  every  opportunity  to  condemn  me  if 
he  was  not  a  gentleman,  but  I  will  read  what  he 
said: 
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"Mayor  Curley's  reference  to  Coun.  Dowd's 
interest  in  contractors  under  my  administration 
is  news  to  me.  Mr.  Curley  says  that  Mr.  Dowd 
talked  about  contracts  with  him,  but  emphatically 
I  must  say  that  the  councilor  never  talked  with 
me  about  contracts." 

I  believe  that  will  answer  his  statement  that  I 
was  interested  in  any  contracts.  Oh,  it  is  to 
smile!  Can  you  imagine  me,  a  member  of  the 
City  Council,  getting  even  a  two  per  cent  cut  on 
any  contractor  when  Jim  is  in  office?  That  is 
the  amusing  part  of  it.  What  else  does  he  say? 
On  February  20,  1930,  the  Mayor  stated  in  a 
communication  to  the  newspapers  that  while  he 
was  in  office  there  would  be  no  office  contracts. 
Let  us  sift  that  down,  while  it  is  good  and  warm. 
No  office  contracts.  How  about  the  W.  G.  C. 
Company  at  27  School  street?  Who  are  they? 
They  may  have  fictitious  names,  but  everybody 
knows  who  they  are.  That  is  Mike  Ward's  com- 
pany, Mr.  Mayor,  the  man  you  have  used  in  past 
yearB  to  do  all  kinds  of  stool-pigeoning  and  jury 
fixing,  and  everything  else;  the  same  man  whose 
La  Salle  car  some  nights  ago,  the  day  before  the 
election,  got  into  trouble,  in  connection  with  Station 
9 — and  the  Police  Department  can  verify  this — 
at  4.30  in  the  morning  when  they  took  out  car- 
toons of  Norton,  Dowd  and  Kelly  from  the  back 
of  the  car.  There  were  two  shots  fired,  there 
were  guns  and  blackjacks,  and  there  was  a  'phone 
call  •from  the  Mayor.  The  same  Mike  Ward 
and  Dolan  paid  fifty  men  $20  apiece  for  three 
nights,  or  $3,000,  to  go  into  the  wards  of  Kelly, 
Dowd  and  Norton  and  do  whatever  they  could 
against  them.  Where  did  the  money  come  from? 
Despite  the  fact  that  the  Mayor  of  Boston  has 
said  that  no  office  contractor  could  expect  any 
consideration  in  these  times,  the  W.  G.  C.  Com- 
pany gets  $83,750.63.  What  about  that?  You 
said  in  the  papers  that  nobody  would  get  such 
contracts.  How  about  Mike  Ward?  Answer 
that,  if  you  desire  to.  You  Baid  the  reason  why 
you  broke  with  me  was  that  I  asked  for  contracts. 
I  will  tell  you  the  reason  why  you  broke  with  me. 
It  was  because  you  tried  to  put  me  on  the  line  for 
Frank  G.  Allen  against  Joseph  B.  Ely.  Realizing 
that  I  came  from  a  Democratic  stronghold,  you 
tried  to  get  me  on  the  line  for  Allen,  and  I  refused 
to  go  on  the  line.  That  is  the  real  reason  for  the 
break  between  the  Mayor  of  Boston  and  myself. 
You  have  talked  a  great  deal  about  unemployment, 
but  no  man  in  the  entire  country  has  talked  more 
and  done  less  than  you  have  to  relieve  the  unem- 
ployment situation.  You  talk  about  your  director 
of  employment  down  there.  We  all  know  him, 
with  his  spats,  his  cane,  his  white  carnation,  and 
a  touch  of  Mary  Garden  perfume  on  his  lapel.  Is 
that  the  man  you  want  me  to  go  down  and  see, 
looking  for  jobs?  Why,  for  four  long  years,  after 
Curley  got  out,  he  was  unable  to  get  work,  couldn't 
even  get  a  job  for  himself.  The  best  thing  you 
can  do,  if  you  want  to  relieve  the  unemployment 
situation,  is  to  fire  that  director  whom  you  have 
at  the  present  time.  The  Mayor  claims  that  I 
have  devoted  much  time  to  the  Public  Welfare 
Department.  Yes,  I  have,  and  with  some  results. 
Why,  because  of  the  way  I  had  the  thing  shown 
up  in  the  newspapers,  for  the  first  time  in  twenty 
years,  you  were  forced  to  change  the  coal  dealers, 
and  this  year,  due  to  the  fight  that  Dowd  has 
made  for  the  last  four  years,  they  are  dealing  with 
the  City  Fuel  Company,  with  the  Metropolitan 
Coal  Company,  with  Batchelder-Whittemore,  and 
the  Massachusetts  Wharf  Company,  who  are 
getting  the  coal  business  on  the  basis  of  $15.50 
a  ton,  whereas  the  amount  of  $16.50  and  $17  a 
ton  is  the  amount  that  has  been  paid  to  the  inde- 
pendent coal  concerns.  On  the  basis  of  a  differ- 
ence in  price  of  $1.25  a  ton,  Dowd  has  saved  the 
taxpayers  of  Boston  at  least  $75,000  this  year  on 
the  coal  business  alone.  The  Mayor  says  that 
Dowd  is  in  private  business  and  that  he  is  also 
a  city  councilor.  Well,  is  it  a  crime  for  anybody 
to  have  a  private  business?  Has  anybody  enter- 
ing public  life  got  to  live  entirely  on  the  salary 
he  gets  as  a  member  of  the  City  Council?  Well 
as  you.  Mr.  Mayor,  have  made  this  charge,  analyze 
yourself  and  your  affairs.  You  are  Mayor  of  the 
City  of  Boston,  for  which  you  get  $20,000  a  year; 
you  are  President  of  the  Hibernia  Savings  Bank, 
for  which  you  get  $5,000  more;  you  are  on  the 
pay  roll  of  Singarella  at  $25,000  a  year,  and  from 
Tomasello  you  must  surely  get  $50,000.  You  are 
connected  with  the  American-La  France  Com- 
pany, you  are  in  the  bonding  business,  part  owner 
of  the  Mohawk  Packing  Company,  and  connected 
with  the  Marks  B.  Angel  Company;  and  there  is 
not  a  sizeable  order  placed  that  you  are  not  getting 


a  commission  on.  So  when  you  talk  about  Dowd 
being  in  private  business,  just  examine  your  own 
record.  You  talk  about  chain  stores,  but  who  is 
responsible  for  the  present  system?  The  people 
who  are  handled  under  the  Public  Welfare  Depart- 
ment have  to  go  to  those  stores  in  order  to  get 
credit,  and  who  is  responsible  for  it?  I  have  made 
efforts  to  get  the  thing  out  of  the  chain  stores  and 
into  the  hands  of  the  little  man  who  has  a  store 
around  the  corner.  But  you  won't  do  that. 
What  is  your  interest  in  the  First  National  Store? 
You  talk  about  the  Long  Island  Hospital.  You 
made  a  pledge  to  the  people  of  the  City  of  Boston 
that  you  would  bring  'that  Long  Island  Hospital 
to  the  mainland,  and  you  squandered  $200,000 
through  breach  of  contract  with  O'Connor,  the 
contractor,  who  was  to  build  the  new  hospital, 
in  the  last  two  months  of  your  administration. 
Why  did  you  not  keep  your  pledge  to  bring  the 
Long  Island  Hospital  over  here  to  the  mainland? 
And  what  about  the  5-cent  fare?  And  when  you 
were  running  for  Mayor  you  promised  that  your 
first  official  act  would  be  to  fire  Fire  Commissioner 
Hultman,  and  then  you  gave  him  a  better  job  as 
Building  Commissioner.  Then  you  talk  about 
ingratitude.  In  this  speech  of  yours  published 
in  the  City  Record  you  refer  to  my  ingratitude. 
You  had  a  cartoon  printed  in  a  Boston  paper 
picturing  Dowd  stabbing  you  in  the  back.  But 
it  was  not  quite  high  enough, — it  was  just  where 
you  keep  your  pocketbook;  and  Dowd  stabbed 
your  pocketbook  last  year  to  the  extent  of  $200,000 
in  connection  with  the  East  Boston  Tunnel.  And, 
remember,  it  was  a  cartoon  like  that  that  you 
sent  Enright  to  jail  on.  I  am  not  a  "copper," 
or  some  who  have  been  officers  of  the  Tammany 
Club  might  occupy  the  same  cell  that  Enright 
occupied.  You  go  on  to  say  that  I  voted  against 
Fallon  Field.  Well,  it  was  assessed  for  $33,000 
and  you  paid  for  it  $65,000.  And  who  was  in 
on  it?  One  of  brother  John's  real  estate  deals. 
And  there  was  the  Curtis  &  Pope  land,  assessed 
for  Ssn.000.  for  which  the  city  paid  S125.000. 
There  was  the  golf  course,  on  which  six  hundred 
men  were  to  be  employed,  and  every  man  here 
knows  that  on  that  golf  course  at  no  time  were 
over  one  hundred  and  eighty-five  men  employed, 
and  on  Fallon  Field  twenty  men.  The  city 
paid  $275,000  to  complete  the  golf  course,  and 
that  was  the  result;  and  six  hundred  men  who 
have  been  receiving  aid  from  the  Public  Wel- 
fare Department  might  well  have  been  placed 
at  work  out  there  on  that  golf  course  and  have 
finished  it  up,  instead  of  paying  the  $275,000  over 
to  a  contractor  and  employing  at  no  time  over 
one  hundred  and  eighty-five  men.  You  talk 
about  an  airport,  the  appropriation  for  which  was 
secured  by  false  statements  from  you.  You  sent 
representatives  on  and  claimed  that  you  secured 
Governor's  Island  from  the  Government.  You 
know  that  you  did  not  secure  Governor's  Island. 
But  you  secured  $1,250,000  for  the  airport  through 
false  representations.  And  we  all  know  what  has 
happened  there.  You  tell  about  what  you  have 
done  for  the  unemployed  and  what  you  are  pro- 
posing to  do  for  them.  Well,  you  got  $500,000 
for  the  golf  links,  and  did  not  carry  out  your  prom- 
ises in  the  matter  of  employment.  You  got  a 
million  for  Centre  street,  and  it  was  the  same 
story.  You  got  $16,000,000  for  the  East  Boston 
Tunnel,  under  false  claims,  and  it  is  the  same  story 
there.  You  got  $1,000,000  for  the  East  Boston 
Strandway,  $1,250,000  for  the  airport,  and  accord- 
ing to  your  own  statements  issued  in  the  Boston 
newspapers  you  claimed  that  there  would  be  over 
nine  thousand  men  put  at  work  on  these  projects, 
when  as  a  matter  of  fact  not  one  thousand  have 
been  put  at  work  on  these  jobs.  The  amount 
raised  under  every  order  that  you  have  sent  up 
here  for  the  unemployed  has  been  turned  over  to 
contractors,  to  grow  fat  and  wealthy,  while  the 
men  around  our  streets  still  remain  idle.  Do  you 
want  to  do  something  real  to  relieve  the  unem- 
ployment situation?  The  Fire  Department  today 
is  one  hundred  and  five  undermanned.  When 
that  band  goes  out  on  parade,  Engine  5  in  Rox- 
bury  has  but  two  men  to  protect  the  lives  and 
property  in  the  Roxbury  district.  And  how  about 
your  laborers?  What  are  you  doing  for  them? 
There  are  six  hundred  and  twenty-five  laborers 
who  could  be  put  to  work  tomorrow  morning  if 
you  said  so.  And  then  you  talk  about  your  work 
in  relieving  unemployment.  You  must  believe 
that  the  public  of  Boston  are  unintelligent,  that 
they  know  nothing.  In  every  precinct  in  my 
ward  at  least  fifteen  or  sixteen  employees  were 
supposed  to  be  working  against  me  on  election 
day.     You  sought  to  have  city  employees  in  my 
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ward  oppose  me.  Well,  they  went  into  the  booth, 
and  when  they  got  in  there  voted  for  the  man 
who  had  been  their  friend.  You  cannot  say  you 
are  a  friend  of  the  workingman.  You  sent  the 
Finance  Commission  after  them  on  ash  tickets, 
insulting  the  laborers,  and  you  were  the  first  one 
to  fire  them.  Why  not  be  consistent,  and  instead 
of  being  the  friend  of  the  contractors,  why  not  be 
a  friend  of  the  workingmen?  You  say  that  Dowd, 
Norton  and  Kelly  have  gone  wrong,  Well,  the 
people  have  spoken,  and  the  answer  is  that  you 
have  gone  wrong,  and  not  Dowd,  Norton  or  Kelly. 
Why  not  come  out  on  your  radio  system  and  tell 
them  that  Dowd  was  partly  against  the  East 
Boston  Tunnel  for  the  reason — a  matter  of  record 
now  and  there  ;s  no  need  of  denying  it — that  your 
brother  John,  in  the  bonding  business,  is  receiving 
$26,000  in  one  lump  sum  as  his  premium  in  con- 
nection with  the  East  Boston  Tunnel?  Oh,  I 
say  to  you  it  is  about  time  that  you  got  out  of 
the  habit  of  using  an  official  organ  of  the  city,  the 
City  Record,  for  your  personal  and  private  political 
purposes.  There  is  no  man  who  can  tell  me  that 
the  Mayor  of  Boston,  under  this  revised  charter, 
has  the  right  to  have  printed  his  personal  political 
radio  speech  against  any  of  us  individuals  here. 
If  he  wishes  to  put  such  an  attack  in  the  news- 
papers, that  is  his  own  private  business;  but  he 
has  no  right  to  make  the  City  of  Boston  pay  for 
it.  He  said  he  had  nineteen  members  of  the 
Council.  Well,  I  think  he  was  pretty  hoggish 
when  he  wanted  the  other  three.  He  might  well 
have  taken  the  nineteen  and  let  the  other  three 
go,  when  he  had  nineteen  out  of  the  total  of  twenty- 
two.  I  say,  Mr.  President,  that  I  am  entitled 
to  use  my  own  judgment  in  voting  for  orders  that 
are  put  in  here  by  the  Mayor  of  Boston.  I  have 
used  my  judgment  in  the  past  and  I  am  going  to 
continue  to  do  so  in  the  future.  When  the  Mayor 
puts  in  an  order  that  is  proper  and  right,  I  am 
going  to  vote  for  it,  but  I  am  not  going  to  do  so 
when  I  feel  that  he  is  wrong.  When  he  sends  in 
a  loan  order  so  putrid  that  it  should  be  thrown 
out  the  window,  I  am  absolutely  going  to  vote 
against  him  in  every  respect.  Once  again,  I  want 
to  thank  him  for  his  efforts  to  defeat  me. 

Coun.  KELLY — Mr.  President,  I  had  not  the 
slightest  idea  of  even  paying  any  attention  to  the 
last  statement  that  the  Mayor  had  published 
in  the  Boston  City  Record,  because  I  felt  that 
it  might  be  a  waste  of  my  valuable  time.  In  fact, 
I  had  a  notion  that  perhaps  I  would  send  my 
thanks  to  the  Mayor  of  Boston  for  his  under- 
handed methods  at  the  recent  election,  which  were 
not  at  all  surprising  to  the  people  of  my  ward  and 
which  were  really  instrumental  in  allowing  me  to 
do  something  in  my  ward  which  has  never  been 
done  in  its  history — that  is,  carry  every  single 
one  of  the  fifteen  precincts.  I  would  not  descend 
to  the  Mayor's  sneaky,  underhanded  methods, 
delivering  on  the  radio  a  speech  four  hours  before 
the  polls  opened,  with  his  Shakespearean  quota- 
tions. I  do  not  quote  the  great  authors;  I  quote 
the  thoughts  and  mandates  of  my  people.  Coun- 
cilor Dowd  has  well  expressed  the  thought  in  my 
own  mind.  I  intend  in  the  next  two  years,  as  ' 
he  does,  to  stand  by  the  people  who  stood  by  me 
so  nobly;  and  I  refer  now  to  the  respectable  people 
of  Ward  8  as  well  as  the  respectable  people  of 
Ward  15.  I  say  also  that  in  the  future,  despite 
the  Mayor's  two  attempts  by  physical  encounters 
in  an  underhanded  manner  to  inflict  bodily  injury 
upon  me,  I  am  going  to  ask  only  one  thing  of  the 
Mayor  of  Boston,  and  that  is,  the  next  time,  instead 
of  sitting  back  in  the  Statler  Hotel  with  the  second 
greatest  double-crosser  in  this  city,  Mike  Ward, 
and  hiring  his  men  for  a  pecuniary  stipend  to 
go  to  Dorchester  on  the  Sabbath  evening  to  do  his 
dirty  work,  he  be  man  enough  to  go  himself.  I 
don't  think  he  will  be  man  enough  to  go  out  there 
and  do  some  of  the  dirty  work  himself,  with  his 
consumptive  senator,  Mike  Ward.  Mr.  Presi- 
dent, the  people  of  Dorchester  have  twice  repu- 
diated these  underhanded  methods,  this  employ- 
ing of  hirelings  to  go  out  there  and  do  things 
that  they  did  not  dare  to  do  themselves.  So  I 
trust  the  next  time  he  will  come  out  himself, 
and  I  shall  certainly  be  willing  to  engage,  if  neces- 
sary, in  fisticuffs  with  the  Mayor  and  Mike  Ward, 
whenever  they  wish  to  indulge  in  that  sort  of  thing. 
Let  them  not  take  from  the  City  Hospital  a  man 
who  has  been  a  prize  fighter,  Mike  McCarthy, 
a  cowardly  cur,  sending  him  after  me  when  I  was 
in  your  company,  Mr.  President.  I  say  that  it 
was  a  reflection  on  you,  Mr.  President.  So  I 
say,  the  next  time  when  he  wants  to  send  out  a 
cowardly   bunch    of   drunken    fighters,    he   should 


think  it  over  and  adopt  a  different  method; 
that  he  should  come  out  in  the  open,  where  I  can 
get  a  man  of  sixty-five  or  seventy  years  of  age  to 
do  upon  him  in  the  open  what  he  would  do  to  me 
in  an  underhanded  way.  Let  me  say  in  closing 
that  perhaps  I  have  given  too  much  of  my  time 
here  today  in  paying  my  respects  to  one  whom  I 
have  already  classed  as  the  greatest  two-for-five- 
cent  faking  politician  that  Boston  has  ever  known 
or  ever  will  know,  regardless  of  who  may  assume 
the  office  of  Mayor  in  the  future.  But  I  say  to 
him  that  I  challenge  him  to  come  out  in  the  open 
the  next  time,  not  indulging  in  these  underhanded 
methods,  not  sneaking  around,  Tammany  fashion, 
a  few  hours  before  the  polls  open  and  going  on  the 
radio  with  any  such  statements  as  he  made  at  the 
last  moment,  being  afraid  even  to  use  the  radio 
at  the  Statler  and  being  afraid  that  I  might  have 
five  minutes  after  he  got  through  his  lengthy 
harangue  to  refute  what  he  had  said,  which  was 
intended  to  influence  the  votes  of  the  respectable 
people  of  Ward  15  in  Dorchester.  He  was  afraid 
even  to  go  to  the  usual  place  to  use  the  radio, 
but,  like  the  sneak  he  is,  he  took  the  microphone 
downstairs  here,  on  the  second  floor,  and,  with 
his  little  hirelings  around  him,  delivered  his  das- 
tardly attack  on  three  courageous  men  in  this 
body  who  represent  the  people  of  Boston.  He 
was  afraid  that  Kelly  might  have  the  next  five 
minutes,  and  afraid  that  he  might  be  encountered 
in  the  studio;  that  the  crime  he  perpetrated  in  the 
dark  might  still  be  in  my  mind  and  that  I  might 
do  something  which  perhaps  might  be  a  more 
suitable  job  for  a  gentleman  nearing  the  age  of 
seventy-five — administering  to  him,  the  greatest 
dictator  and  bully  of  all  time,  a  thrashing. 

President  McGRATH— The  Chair  would  sug- 
gest to  the  gentleman  from  Ward  8  (Coun.  Dowd) 
that  he  do  not  use  th§  word  "putrid"  any  more. 
(Laughter.) 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


SIDEWALKS,  WARD  13. 
Coun.  McGRATH  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  make  a  sidewalk  along  Folsom  street. 
Woodward  Park  street  to  St.  Paul's  Church, 
northwesterly  88  feet,  Ward  13,  in  front  of  the 
estates  bordering  thereon;  said  sidewalk  to  be  from 
3  to  10  inches  above  the  gutter  adjoining,  to  be 
from  5  to  12  feet  in  width,  and  to  be  built  of 
artificial  stone,  with  granite  edgestones  under  the 
provisions  of  chapter  196  of  the  Special  Acts  of 
1917. 

Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  make  a  sidewalk  along  Magnolia  street, 
from  Dudley  street  to  Wayland  street,  Ward  13, 
in  front  of  the  estates  bordering  thereon;  said 
sidewalk  to  be  from  3  to  10  inches  above  the 
gutter  adjoining,  to  be  from  5  to  12  feet  in  width, 
and  to  be  built  of  artificial  stone,  with  granite 
edgestones,  under  the  provisions  of  chapter  196  of 
the  Special  Acts  of  1917. 

Severally  passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


BUS   FOR   BOSTON   SANATORIUM. 
Coun.  WILSON  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,    That   the   City   Hospital   trustees   be 
requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  con- 
sider the  advisability  of  operating  a  bus  for  the 
purpose    of    bringing    visitors    from    the    Central 
Avenue  Station  of  the  Dorchester  Rapid  Transit 
system  to  the  Boston  Sanatorium  and  return. 
Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


ENLARGEMENT   OF   MISSION   HILL 
PLAYGROUND. 
Coun.  POWER  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,    That    the    Park    Commission    be    re- 
quested, through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  provide 
for  the  extension  and  enlargement  of  the  Mission 
Hill  Playground,  Ward  10. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 

Adjourned,  on  motion  of  Coun.  COX,  at  5.42 
p.  m.,  to  meet  on  Monday,  November  23,  1931, 
at  2  p.  m. 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceedings  of  City  Council. 


Monday,  November  2.3,  1931. 
Regular   meeting   of    the   City   Council    in    the 
Council  Chamber,  City  Hall,  at  2  p.  m„  President 
McGRATH    in   the   chair.     Absent,    Coun.    Cox, 
Fish,  Norton  and  Ruby. 


APPOINTMENTS  BY  THE  MAYOR. 

Subject  to  confirmation  by  the  Council,  the 
Mayor  submitted  the  following  appointments  for 
the  term  ending  April  30,  1932,  viz.: 

Constables:  Edward  B.  Creed,  1636  Columbia 
road,  South  Boston:  David  Tobey,  17  Sonoma 
street,  Roxbury:  Edward  J.  Dowd,  55  Lanark 
road,  Brighton,  the  same  not  authorized  to  serve 
civil  processes  and  to  serve  without  bond. 

Severally  laid  over  a  week  under  the  law. 


PAYMENT  OF  POLICE  OFFICERS. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  November  23,  19.31. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  herewith  transmit  to  you  report 
from  Eugene  C.  Hultman,  Police  Commissioner, 
relative  to  the  request  as  to  whether  or  not  the 
steamship  companies  are  paying  police  officers  for 
extra  duty  during  the  longshoremen's  strike.  This 
is  in  reply  to  your  order  of  November  9.  1931. 
Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Police  Department,  November  20,  1931. 
Hon.  James  M.  Curley, 

Mayor  of  Boston. 
My  dear  Mr.  Mayor, — In  response  to  the  order 
of   the  City  Council  of   November  9,   reading  as 
follows: 

"Ordered,  That  the  Police  Commissioner  be 
requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  advise 
the  City  Council  whether  the  steamship  compa- 
nies are  paying  the  police  officers  of  the  City  of 
Boston  for  extra  duty  duiing  the  present  long- 
shoremen's strike." 

I  beg  leave  to  advise  that  the  steamship  companies 
are  not  paying  the  police  officeis  of  the  City  of 
Boston  for  extra  duty  during  the  present  longshore- 
men's strike. 

From  September  30  to  October  5  the  steamship 
companies  at  the  Commonwealth  Pier  employed 
a  paid  detail  from  Station  6,  which  is  a  customary 
practice  among  business  concerns  desiring  special 
protection  not  required  of  the  police,  but  I  directed 
that  this  practice  be  discontinued  as  I  did  not 
desire  to  have  it  even  appear  that  the  police  were 
taking  sides  in  a  labor  dispute. 

Very  truly  yours, 

E.  C.  Hultman, 
Police  Commissioner. 
Placed  on  file. 


PROVISION   FOR  PROFESSIONAL   DIVERS. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  November  9,  1931. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  herewith  transmit  to  you  report 
from  Eugene  C.  Hultman,  Police  Commissioner, 
regarding  your  request  to  include  in  the  budget  an 
item  sufficient  to  cover  the  expenses  of  professional 
divers.  This  is  in  reply  to  your  order  of  September 
28,  1931. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Police  Department,  November  20,  1931. 
Hon.  James  M.  Curley, 

Mayor  of  Boston. 
My  dear  Mr.  Mayor, — In  reference  to  the  order 
of  the  City  Council  dated  September  28,  reading 
as  follows: 


"Ordered,  That  the  Police  Commissioner  be 
requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to 
include  in  his  budget  for  the  coming  year  an  item 
sufficient  to  cover  the  expense  of  bell  divers  whose 
services  may  be  required  in  the  recovery  of  bodies 
of  persons  drowned  at  the  various  bathing  places 
in  the  City  of  Boston." 

I  find  that  there  are  no  bell  divers  available  in 
Boston  or  vicinity.  There  are,  at  the  present  time, 
about  six  so-called  professional  divers  who  operate 
in  a  heavy  rubber  suit  with  copper  helmet,  air 
hose,  life  line,  air  pump,  and  sufficient  weights  to 
allow  the  diver  to  work  at  the  bottom  of  the 
harbor,  together  with  necessary  attendants. 

The  services  of  this  type  of  diver  would,  I 
believe,  accomplish  the  purpose  sought  by  this 
order.  I  have  included  an  item  of  $5,000  in  next 
year's  budget  for  this  purpose. 

Very  truly  yours, 

E.  C.  Hultman, 
Police  Commissioner. 

Placed  on  file. 


APPROPRIATION  FOR  HIGH   SCHOOL. 

The  following  was  received : 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  November  23,  1931. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  am  in  receipt  of  the  attached 
communications  from  the  Superintendent  of  the 
Department  of  School  Buildings  and  the  Boston 
Central  Labor  Union. 

I  am  advised  by  the  Corporation  Counsel  that 
under  the  terms  of  the  act  authorizing  the  expendi- 
ture for  new  high  schools  so  far  as  appropriating 
the  money  and  selecting  a  site  is  concerned  the 
whole  matter  ends  with  the  expiration  of  the 
present  calendar  year  and  that  the  newly-elected 
School  Committee  will  have  no  power  in  the 
premises. 

I  assume  that  the  information  contained  in  these 
communications  and  the  further  information 
from  the  Corporation  Counsel  may  perhaps  present 
the  matter  in  a  new  light  to  your  honorable  body 
and  in  order  that  you  may  have  a  further  op- 
portunity to  consider  it  I  submit  and  recommend 
for  your  passage  the  accompanying  order. 
Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Department  of  School  Buildings, 

November  17,  1931. 
Hon.  James  M.  Curley, 

Mayor  of  BoBton. 

Dear  Sir, — I  desire  to  inform  you  that  the 
Department  of  School  Buildings  at  present  has 
•nine  buildings  under  construction,  the  cost  of 
which  will  be  $2,700,000.  These  projects  employ 
approximately  600  building  mechanics  daily. 
At  the  request  of  the  Board  of  Commissioners  of 
School  Buildings  I  have  recently  had  a  check  made 
of  all  the  employees  on  this  work,  and  found  that 
the  contractors  are  employing  none  but  citizens 
and  are  paying  the  union  scale  of  wages. 

The  department  has  three  elementary  schools 
and  one  addition  about  ready  to  advertise.  The 
estimated  cost  for  this  work  is  $600,000.  The 
plans  for  the  Public  Latin  School  addition,  to  be 
built  at  an  expenditure  of  $850,000,  are  well 
under  way,  and  we  hope  to  advertise  this  project 
within  thirty  days. 

This  will  clean  up  our  land  and  buildings  budget, 
with  the  exception  of  the  Dorchester  High  School. 
As  you  know,  in  connection  with  this  project,  the 
plans  are  well  advanced,  and  it  could  be  gotten 
on  the  market  within  six  weeks,  if  the  money  were 
available. 

This  would  mean,  beginning  with  the  new  year, 
this  department  could  probably  employ,  dependent 
on  the  weather,  800  to  1,000  building  mechanics 
daily  until  well  into  the  summer  of  1932. 
Respectfully  yours, 

L.  K.  Rourke, 
Superintendent. 

Building  Trades  Council 

of  Boston  and  Vicinity, 
Boston,  November  23,  1931. 
Hon.  James  M.  Curley, 

Mayor  of  Boston. 

Dear  Mr.  Mayor, — The  Building  Trades  Council 

of    Boston    and    Vicinity    are    greatly    concerned 

because  of  the  action  of  the  Boston  City  Council 

in  failing   to  approve  loan  order  of  $920,000  to 
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be  used  in  the  erection  of  a  High  School  for  Girls 
in   the   DoreheBter   district. 

We  believe  that  this  matter  should  receive  further 
consideration  and  request  that  the  loan  order  be 
reintroduced  to  the  City  Council,  and  the  atten- 
tion of  the  City  Council  should  be  called  to  the 
existing  unemployment  conditions  prevailing  in  the 
building  industry,  which  will  be  further  intensified 
if  action  on  this  schoolhouse  is  delayed. 

We  urge  that  you  use  every  effort  to  have  this 
matter  reconsidered,  and  that  the  loan  order  be 
reintroduced  to  the  City  Council,  and  that  you 
point  out  that  favorable  action  by  the  City 
Council  will  make  possible  actual  employment  of 
labor  within  the  next  eight  weeks  on  this  operation, 
and  will  provide  employment  for  three  hundred 
workers. 

Very  truly  yours, 

E.  A.  Johnson, 
Secretary-Treasurer . 

Ordered,  That  under  the  provisions  of  chapter 
247  of  the  Acts  of  1931  the  sum  of  $920,000  be, 
and  hereby  is,  appropriated  for  high  school  con- 
struction and  certain  other  purposes,  and  that  to 
meet  said  appropriation  the  City  Treasurer  be 
authorized  to  issue,  from  time  to  time,  upon  the 
request  of  the  Mayor,  bonds  or  certificates  of 
indebtedness  of  the  city  to  said  amount,  the  same 
to  be  issued  outside  the  limit  of  indebtedness. 

Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 


RESCISSION   OF   LOAN   OF   $125,000. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  November  23,  1931. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  am  advised  that,  because  of  legal 
complications,  it  will  be  impossible  to  proceed  with 
the  installation  of  automatic  traffic  signals  on 
Commonwealth  avenue  from  Arlington  street  to 
Governor  square.  Since  it  is  impossible  to  carry 
on  the  work  originally  contemplated.  I  deem  it 
expedient  to  recommend  rescission  of  the  original 
loan  of  $125,000. 

I  submit  herewith  the  necessary  rescission  order 
and  respectfully  recommend  its  adoption  by  your 
honorable  body. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

Ordered,  That  the  right  to  borrow  money  for 
Automatic  Traffic  Signal  System  on  Common- 
wealth avenue  from  Arlington  street  to  Governor 
square,  under  loan  order  passed  December  16, 
1929,  and  approved  by  the  Mayor  December  IS, 
1929,  be,  and  the  same  hereby  is,  rescinded. 

Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 


RESCISSION  OF  PORTIONS  OF  HOSPITAL 
LOANS. 

The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  November  23,  1931. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  am  advised  by  the  trustees  of 
the  Hospital  Department  that  certain  portions  of 
five  loans,  authorized  under  the  provisions  of 
chapter  237,  Acts  of  1928,  are  no  longer  required. 
In  three  of  the  five  cases  the  work  originally  con- 
templated has  been  completed,  at  a  less  cost  than 
originally  anticipated.  In  the  other  two  cases, 
the  original  plans  have  been  revised  and  the  loans 
authorized  are  no  longer  required. 

The  following  table  indicates  the  items  and  the 
amounts  which  are  deemed  no  longer  necessary: 

Administration  Building $90,000  00 

South  Department  Buildings,  etc 8,000  00 

Medical  Pavilion 80,000  00 

Ambulance  Station 30,000  00 

Remodeling  Old  Ward  N 30,000  00 

Since,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Hospital  Trustees, 
the  amounts  listed  above  are  no  longer  required,  I 
submit  herewith  orders  providing  for  the  rescission 
of  the  excess  requirements. 

I  respectfully  recommend  adoption  of  these 
orders  by  your  honorable  body. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 


Ordered.  That  the  right,  under  chapter  237, 
Acts  of  1928.  to  borrow  money  for  South  Depart- 
ment, Buildings,  Remodeling,  etc.,  under  loan 
order  passed  February  3.  1930,  and  approved  by 
the  Mayor  February  5,  1930,  be  limited  to  $36,000 
and  that  the  authorization  to  borrow  in  excess  of 
said  amount  for  said  purpose  be,  and  the  same 
hereby  is,  rescinded. 

Ordered,  That  the  right,  under  chapter  237, 
Acts  of  1928,  to  borrow  money  outside  the  limit 
of  indebtedness  for  South  Department,  Buildings, 
Remodeling,  etc..  under  loan  order  passed  Febru- 
ary 3,  19.30,  and  approved  by  the  Mayor  Feb- 
ruary 5,  1930,  be  limited  to  836,000  and  that  the 
authorization  to  borrow  in  excess  of  said  amount 
for  said  purpose  be,  and  the  same  hereby  is, 
rescinded. 

Ordered,  That  the  right,  under  chapter  237, 
Acts  of  1928,  to  borrow  money  for  Remodeling 
Old  Ward  N  under  loan  order  passed  October  21, 
1929,  and  approved  by  the  Mayor  October  23,  1929, 
be,  and  the  same  hereby  is,  rescinded. 

Ordered,  That  the  right,  under  chapter  237, 
Acts  of  1928,  to  borrow  money  outside  the  limit 
of  indebtedness  for  Remodeling  Old  Ward  N 
under  loan  order  passed  October  21.  1929,  and 
approved  by  the  Mayor  October  23,  1929,  be,  and 
the  same  hereby  is.  rescinded. 

Ordered.  That  the  right,  under  chapter  237, 
Acts  of  1928,  to  borrow  money  for  New  Ambulance 
Station  under  loan  order  passed  February  16,  1931, 
and  approved  by  the  Mayor  March  3,  1931,  be, 
and  the  same  hereby  is,  rescinded. 

Ordered,  That  the  right,  under  chapter  237, 
Acts  of  1928.  to  borrow  money  outside  the  limit 
of  indebtedness  for  New  Ambulance  Station  under 
loan  order  passed  February  16,  1931,  and  approved 
by  the  Mayor  March  3,  1931,  be,  and  the  same 
hereby  is,  rescinded. 

Ordered.  That  the  right,  under  chapter  237, 
Acts  of  1928,  to  borrow  money  for  Medical  Pavilion 
under  loan  order  passed  March  4,  1929,  and 
approved  by  the  Mayor  March  5.  1929.  be  limited 
to  S45.000  and  that  the  authorization  to  .  borrow 
in  excess  of  said  amount  for  said  purpose  be,  and 
the  same  hereby  is,  rescinded. 

Ordered.  That  the  right,  under  chapter  237, 
Acts  of  1928,  to  borrow  money  outside  the  limit  of 
indebtedness  for  Medical  Pavilion  under  loan 
order  passed  March  4.  1929.  and  approved  by  the 
Mayor  March  5,  1929.  be  limited  to  $45,000  and 
that  the  authorization  to  borrow  in  excess  of  said 
amount  for  said  purpose  be,  and  the  same  hereby 
is,  rescinded. 

Ordered,  That  the  right,  under  chapter  237, 
Acts  of  1928,  to  borrow  money  for  Administration 
Building  under  loan  order  passed  February  3,  1930, 
and  approved  by  the  Mayor  February  5,  1930,  be 
limited  to  $165,000  and  that  the  authorization  to 
borrow  in  excess  of  said  amount  for  said  purpose 
be,  and  the  same  hereby  is,  rescinded. 

Ordered,  That  the  right,  under  chapter  237, 
Acts  of  1928,  to  borrow  money  outside  the  limit 
of  indebtedness  for  Administration  Building  under 
loan  order  passed  February  3,  1930,  and  approved 
by  the  Mayor  February  5,  1930.  be  limited  to 
$165,000  and  that  the  authorization  to  borrow  in 
excess  of  said  amount  for  said  purpose  be,  and  the 
same  hereby  is.  rescinded. 

Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 


CONTRACT     WITH     COLEMAN     DISPOSAL 
COMPANY. 
The  following  w:as  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  November  23,  1931. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  beg  to  submit  herewith  report 
received  from  the  Acting  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works,  the  same  constituting  a  reply  to  the  inter- 
rogatory submitted  by  your  honorable  body  under 
date  of  November  16,  1931. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 
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City  of  Boston, 

Public  Works  Department, 

November  21,  1931. 
To  His  Honor  the  Mayor. 

In  accordance  with  the  request  contained  in  the 
attached  order  of  the  City  Council,  dated  Novem- 
ber 16,  1931,  and  introduced  by  Councilor  Wilson, 
we  send  herewith  a  copy  of  the  present  contract 
with  the  Coleman  Disposal  Company  for  the  dis- 
posal of  garbage  and  refuse. 

Yours  respectfully, 
C.   J.  Carven, 
Acting  Commissioner  of   Public  Works. 
Placed  on  file. 


PETITIONS   REFERRED. 

The  following  petitions  were  received  and 
referred  to  the  committees  named,  viz.: 

Claims. 

Louis  Applebaum,  for  refund  on  license  for 
swing  and  for  sale  of  gasolene  at  128  Emerson 
street. 

Charles  A.  Baldwin  Company,  for  refund  on 
sidewalk  license. 

Ethel  Borisoff,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  an  alleged  defect  at  19  Westminster 
avenue. 

East  Coast  Sound  Pictures  Corporation,  for 
compensation  for  damage  to  property  at  45  Broad- 
way, caused  by  break  in  water  pipe. 

Alice  Fisher,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
cauesd  by  an  alleged  defect  at  27  Turner  street. 

T.  E.  Morris,  for  compensation  for  damage  to 
car  caused  by  an  alleged  defect  in  Charles  street. 

Edward  J.  Morrison,  for  compensation  for 
injuries  caused  by  an  alleged  defect  in  Court  and 
Tremont  streets. 

Leo  F.  O'Brien,  for  compensation  for  damage  to 
car  by  street  cleaning  cart. 

George  F.  O'Neil,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  clothing  caused  by  an  alleged  defect  in  Hunting- 
ton avenue. 

Julia  G.  Reagan,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  an  alleged  defect  in  Kenmore  square. 

R.  C.  Roeder,  for  compensation  for  damage  to 
car  caused  by  ball  thrown  from  Healy's  Field, 
Roslindale. 

Louis  H.  Schlosberg,  for  compensation  for 
damage  to  car  caused  by  an  alleged  defect  in 
Chelsea  and  Curtis  streets. 

Herrick  A.  Sederquist,  for  compensation  for 
injuries  caused  by  an  alleged  defect  in  Pearl  and 
Water  streets. 

Nellie  S.  Sumner,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  an  alleged  defect  at  1305  Commonwealth 
avenue. 

Theodore  A,  Wester,  for  compensation  for 
damage  to  car  caused  by  laying  sewer  in  Soldiers 
Field  road. 

Special  Committee  on  Jitney  Licenses.  " 
Petition  of  Boston  Elevated  Railway  Company 
for  license  to  operate  motor  vehicles  between 
Columbia  Station  and  the  junction  of  Freeport 
street  and  Mill  street,  Dorchester,  over  Carson 
street,  Crescent  avenue,  Dorchester  avenue,  Free- 
port  street,  Mill  street,  Everett  street,  Park  street. 
Petition  of  Boston  Elevated  Railway  Company 
for  license  to  operate  motor  vehicles  between 
Fields  Corner  Station  and  Columbia  Station, 
Dorchester,  over  Geneva  avenue,  Park  street, 
Dorchester  avenue,  Crescent  avenue  and  Carson 
street. 


PERSONS  ELECTED  AT  CITY  ELECTION. 

Notice  was  received  from  the  Board  of  Election 
Commissioners  of  election  on  Tuesday,  November 
3,  1931,  of  the  following: 
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ity  Council  for  two  years: 
1,    William    H.    Barker,    66    Bayswater 

2,  Thomas  H.  Green,  117  Baldwin  street. 

3,  John  1.  Fitzgerald,  7  Allen  street. 

4,    George   W.    Roberts,    20    Hemenway 

5,  Laurence  Curtis.  2d,  464  Beacon  street. 

6,  George  P.  Donovan,  508  East  Broad- 

7,  William  G.  Lynch,  211  N  street. 

8,  John  F.  Dowd,  22  Greenville  street. 

9,    Richard    D.    Gleason,    66    Highland 
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10,  Leo  F.  Power,  12  Eldora  street. 

11,  Edward  L.  Englert,  18  Iffley  road. 

12,  David  M,  Brackman,  89  Waumbeck 

13,    Joseph    McGrath,    9    Castle    Rock 

14,  Israel  Ruby,  60  Supple  road. 

15,  Francis  E.  Kelly,  24  Topliff  street. 

16,  Albert  L.  Fish,  12  Rowena  street. 

17,  Thomas  Burke,  23  Idaho  street. 

18,  Clement  A.  Norton,  8  Austin  street. 

19,  Peter  A.  Murray,  7  St.  John  street. 

20,  Joseph  P.  Cox,  176  Temple  street. 

21,    James    Hein,    1135    Commonwealth 

22,  Edward  M.  Gallagher,  21  Oak  Square 


For  School  Committee  foi  four  years: 
Maurice  J.  Tobin,  107  Calumet  street. 
Charles  E.  Mackey,  520  East  Broadway. 
Joseph  J.  Hurley,  336  Vermont  street. 
Placed  on  file. 


STATE    HIGHWAY,    BLUE    HILL    AVENUE 
TO  CUMMINS  HIGHWAY. 

A  communication  was  received  from  the  De- 
partment of  Public  Works  of  the  Commonwealth 
of  Massachusetts  inclosing  copy  of  plan  and 
location  of  highway  beginning  at  a  point  on  Blue 
Hill  avenue  at  intersection  with  Canterbury 
street,  to  a  point  on  Cummins  Highway. 

Placed  on  file. 


ELECTION  OF  RICHARD  J.   LANE. 

Notice  was  received  from  the  School  Committee 
of  re-election  by  School  Committee,  at  meeting  on 
Monday,  November  16,  of  Richard  J.  Lane  as 
Commissioner  of  School  Buildings,  for  three-year 
term  from  December  1,  1931. 

Placed  on  file. 


NOTICE   OF   LAND-TAKINGS. 

Notice  was  received  from  the  Department  of 
Public  Works  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Massa- 
chusetts of  taking  of  land  supposed  to  belong  to 
City  of  Boston  for  state  highway  in  Hyde  Park 
along  Neponset  liver. 

Placed  on  file. 


NOTICE   OF    HEARING. 

Notice  was  received  from  the  Department  of 
Public  Works  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Massa- 
chusetts of  hearing  to  be  given  November  25,  at 
2  p.  m.,  on  petition  of  Central  Wharf  and  Wet 
Dock  Company,  for  license  to  build  and  maintain 
timber  bulkhead  and  to  dredge  its  berth  on  south 
side  of  India  Wharf,  in  Boston  Harbor. 

Placed  on  file. 


MINORS'    LICENSES. 

President  McGRATH  submitted  petitions  of 
thirty  newsboys  and  two  bootblacks  for  minors' 
licenses,  and  same  was  granted  under  the  usual 
conditions. 


ToXSIL  CASES,  BOSTON  CITY  HOSPITAL. 

Coun.  DOWD  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  trustees  of  the  Boston  City 
Hospital  be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the 
Mayor,  to  make  arrangements  immediately 
whereby  more  tonsil  cases  of  children  may  be  cared 
for  than  at  the  present  time. 

Coun.  DOWD — Mr.  President,  I  don't  know 
how  many  members  of  the  Council  are  aware,  or 
whether  the  Mayor  is  aware,  of  the  fact  that 
recently  at  the  Boston  City  Hospital  the  number 
of  operations  on  children's  tonsils  have  been  cut 
down  to  such  an  extent  that  if  anybody  goes  into 
the  City  Hospital  today,  without  any  kind  of  a 
political  pull,  or  somebody  unfortunate  enough 
not  to  know  anybody  in  politics,  he  cannot  get 
his  children's  tonsils  removed  until  next  September. 
I  hardly  thing  the  Mayor  of  Boston  is  aware  that 
such  a  condition  exists  in  the  City  of  Boston. 
Imagine  it,  Mr.  President!  A  child's  tonsils  need 
to  lie  removed  at  once,  and  when  the  parente  go 
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to  the  City  Hospital  in  regard  to  the  matter  they 
find  that  the  first  open  date  they  can  get  at  the 
present  time  is  next  September.  It  might  cost  a 
few  thousand  dollars  more  to  have  doctors  and 
nurses  who  would  attend  to  such  matters,  but  I 
say  that  any  child  in  the  City  of  Boston  whose 
family  doctor  informs  the  parents  that  its  tonsils 
should  be  removed  should  be  able  to  have  it 
attended  to  at  once,  because,  after  all,  tonsilitis  is 
the  cause  of  many  other  serious  diseases.  I  say 
it  is  an  outrage  for  the  great  City  of  Boston, 
spending  millions  and  millions  as  we  are,  to  ask 
the  parents  of  our  children  to  wait  from  the 
present  time  until  next  September — and  if  this 
sort  of  thing  keeps  on  it  will  be  a  still  longer  time — 
before  tonsils  can  be  removed.  I  have  accordingly 
requested  the  Mayor  of  Boston  to  ask  the  Trustees 
of  the  Hospital  to  immediately  make  arrange- 
ments whereby  the  tonsils  of  children  of  citizens 
of  Boston  may  be  removed  without  waiting  any 
such  length  of  time. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


NUMBER   OF   CONSTABLES. 

Coun.  HEIN  offered  the  following: 

An    Ordinance    Concerning     the     Number      of 
Constables. 
Be  it  ordained  by  the  City  Council  of  Boston,  as 
follows: 

Chapter  seven  of  the  Ordinances  of  1931  limiting 
the  number  of  constables  is  hereby  amended  in 
Bection  two  by  striking  out  the  words  "one  hundred 
and  fifty"  in  the  two  places  in  said  section  where 
said  words  occur  and  inserting  in  place  thereof  the 
words   "one   hundred  and  seventy-five." 

Declared  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Or- 
dinances. 

Coun.  BUSH — Mr.  President,  may  I  ask  for 
reconsideration  so  that  that  may  be  referred  to 
the  Executive  Committee  instead  of  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Ordinances,  in  order  to  precipitate 
action  upon  it? 

Coun.  ARNOLD — Mr.  President,  I  was  going 
to  move  that  the  rule  be  suspended  in  order  that 
action  might  be  taken  at  the  present  time.  This 
matter  has  been  before  the  Committee  on  Or- 
dinances on  several  occasions,  and  it  has  been 
the  feeling  of  many  that  this  action  should  be 
taken. 

President  McGRATH— The  Chair  will  state 
that  the  ordinance  will  go  to  the  Executive 
Committee,  if  there  is  no  objection. 

The  order  was  referred  to  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee. 


RECESS. 

On  motion  of  Coun.  MAHONEY,  the  Council 
voted,  at  2.50  p.  m.,  to  take  a  recess  subject  to  the 
call  of  the  Chair.  The  members  reassembled  in 
the  Council  Chamber  and  were  called  to  order  by 
President  McGRATH  at  4.15  p.  m. 


QUESTION   OF   QUORUM. 

Coun.  MURRAY— Mr.  President,  I  doubt  the 
presence  of  a  quorum  and  ask  for  a  roll  call. 

The  roll  was  called,  with  the  following  result: 

Present — Coun.  Bush,  Curtis,  Donovan,  Dowd, 
Englert,  Gleason,  Green,  Hein,  Kelly,  Lynch, 
Mahoney,    McGrath,    Murray,    Power — 14. 

Absent — Coun.  Arnold,  Cox,  Fish,  Fitzgerald, 
Gallagher,   Norton,   Ruby,   Wilson — 8. 


REPORTS  OF  EXECUTIVE  COMMITTEE. 

Coun.  LYNCH,  for  the  Executive  Committee, 
submitted  the  following: 

1.  Report  on  message  of  Mayor  and  orders 
(referred  today)  for  rescission  of  parts  of  various 
loan  orders  for  Hospital  Department — that  same 
ought  to  pass. 

The  report  was  accepted  and  the  several  orders 
failed  of  passage  (a  two-thirds  vote  being  necessary) , 
yeas  14,  nays  0. 

On  motion  of  Coun.  HEIN,  the  vote  was 
reconsidered  and  the  orders  were  assigned  for  a 
week. 


2.  Report  on  message  of  Mayor  and  order 
(referred  today)  that  $920,000  be  appropriated 
for  high  school  construction — that  the  same  ought 
to  pass. 

On  motion  of  Coun.  LYNCH  the  order  was  laid 
on  the  table. 


REPORT   OF   COMMITTEE   ON   CLAIMS. 

Coun.  BUSH,  for  the  Committee  on  Claims, 
submitted  a  report  on  the  petition  of  George  J. 
Knapp  (referred  January  13,  1930)  for  reimburse- 
ment for  loss  of  horse  bitten  by  a  dog, — recom- 
mending passage  of  the  accompanying  order,  viz.: 

Ordered,  That  there  be  allowed  and  paid  to 
George  J.  Knapp  the  sum  of  $372.50  in  compensa- 
tion for  loss  of  horse  killed  by  dog  July  27,  1929, 
said  sum  to  be  paid  from  the  income  for  dog 
licenses. 

The  report  was  accepted  and  the  claim  approved. 


CONFIRMATION   OF   EXECUTIVE 
APPOINTMENTS. 

President  McGRATH  called  up,  under  unfin- 
ished business.  No.  1  on  the  calendar,  viz.: 

1.  Action  on  appointments  submitted  by  the 
Mayor,  November  16,  1931,  of  E.  Wilbur  Magoun 
and  Harry  Lloyd,  to  be  Weighers  of  Coal. 

The  question  came  on  confirmation.  Com- 
mittee, Coun.  Englert  and  Bush.  Whole  number 
of  ballots  14,  yeas  14,  and  the  appointments  were 
confirmed. 


REPORT     OF     COMMITTEE     ON     JITNEY 
LICENSES. 

Coun.  MURRAY,  for  the  Committee  on  Jitney 
Licenses,  submitted  the  following: 

1.  Report  on  petition  of  Eastern  Massachu- 
setts Street  Railway  Company  (referred  Novem- 
ber 9)  for  license  to  operate  motor  vehicles  from 
Dedham  line  to  Forest  Hills  Station — recom- 
mending that  license  be  granted. 

The  question  came  on  acceptance  of  the  report 
and  granting  the  license. 

Coun.  MURRAY— Mr.  President,  might  I  say 
that  the  committee  stood  three  in  favor  and  two 
against,  and  as  one  of  the  members  is  absent  today 
and  would  like  to  have  something  to  say  on  the 
matter,  I  trust  that  the  matter  will  be  assigned 
for  one  week. 

The  motion  to  assign  was  declared  lost. 

Coun.  MURRAY — Mr.  President,  it  is  absolute 
folly,  I  know,  for  me  to  talk  upon  this  matter, 
because  I  know  that  the  votes  are  here  to  pass  it; 
but,  representing  a  section  of  the  city,  Forest  Hills, 
that  would  be  affected  by  the  granting  of  this 
license,  I  wish  to  say  that  it  would  be  an  absolute 
disgrace  to  grant  the  petition  at  this  time.  Wash- 
ington street  is  now  overcrowded  with  traffic,  and 
this  will  simply  mean  more  traffic  on  that  congested 
street.  It  is  opposed  by  organizations  of  the  dis- 
trict and  by  many  of  the  citizens.  Therefore,  I 
oppose  it,  and  I  trust  that  the  license  will  not  be 
granted. 

The  Council  voted  to  grant  the  license. 

Coun.  MURRAY— Mr.  President,  I  doubt  the 
vote  and  ask  for  a  roll  call. 

The  license  was  granted,  yeas  12,  nays  2: 

Yeas — Coun.  Bush,  Curtis,  Donovan,  Dowd, 
Gleason,  Green,  Hein,  Kelly,  Lynch,  Mahoney, 
McGrath,  Power — 12. 

Nays — Coun.  Englert,  Murray — 2. 

Coun.  MURRAY  moved  reconsideration  and 
assignment  to  the  next  meeting;  lost. 


INFORMATION  FROM   PARK 
COMMISSION. 

C  oun.  DOWD  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Park  Commission  be  re- 
quested, through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  advise 
the  City  Council  as  to  when  the  1,500  men  are 
going  to  work  and  from  what  civil  service  list 
their      names      are      to      be      taken. 

Coun.  DOWD — Mr.  President,  in  the  evening 
newspapers  last  Monday  there  was  a  report  com- 
ing from  the  Mayor's  office  that  1,500  men  were 
going  to  be  placed  at  work.  This  is  simply  an- 
other one  of  those  statements  coming  from   the 
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Mayor's  office  that  has  no  truth  whatever  in  it, 
and  I  simply  wish  to  have  a  definite  statement  in 
regard  to  the  thing  for  purposes  of  the  record. 
I  want  to  have  it  stated  officially  where  these 
men  are  going  to  work  and  what  list  they  will  be 
taken  from.  Unofficially.  I  have  it  that  the  1,500 
men,  or  whatever  the  number  may  be,  are  to  be 
taken  from  the  dole  list  at  Hawkins  street  and 
placed  at  work  that  men  from  the  civil  service 
should  be  doing.  If  the  Mayor  of  Boston,  who  is 
talking  so  much  about  unemployment  and  is  being 
given  so  much  publicity  in  the  matter,  is  really 
sincere,  why  doesn't  he  take  the  men  off  the  civil 
service  list  and  place  them  at  work,  not  going 
down  to  Chardon  street  and  taking  men  off  the 
rolls  there?  But  this  is  simply  one  of  his  idle 
statements,  such  statements  as  are  coming  from 
his  office  ea'ch  week.  I  say  to  him  that  if  1,500 
men  or  any  number  of  men  are  to  be  put  at  work 
on  golf  links,  the  parks,  the  Common  and  Public 
Garden,  on  the  streets  or  anywhere  else,  they 
should  be  taken  from  the  civil  service  list  and  not 
from  the  Public  Welfare  Department,  that  those 
men  should  not  be  put  at  work  which  should 
under  our  charter  be  done  by  civil  service 
employees. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


THANKSGIVING   TURKEYS. 

Coun.  DOWD  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Overseers  of  Public  Welfare 
be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to 
carry  out  the  instructions  which  he  recently  issued 
in  the  newspapers,  namely,  a  turkey  be  supplied 
at  Thanksgiving  to  each  family  receiving  aid  from 
that  department. 

Coun.  DOWD — Mr.  President,  this  deals  with 
another  statement  that  haB  come  from  the  Mayor's 
office.  Last  Saturday  he  stated  to  the  newspaper 
men,  and  it  was  printed  in  the  papers  Saturday 
night — and  I  assume  that  the  newspapers  are  not 
printing  anything  unless  he  so  informs  them — that 
he  was  going  to  see  to  it  that  each  family  receiving 
aid  would  be  given  a  turkey  in  addition  to  their 
•regular  allotment  for  Thanksgiving,  I  quite  agree 
that  that  should  be  done,  but  I  talked  with  Mr. 
McCarthy,  the  Secretary  of  the  Public  Welfare 
Department,  only  ten  minutes  ago,  and  Mr. 
McCarthy  said,  "I  know  nothing  about  it.  I 
have  received  no  such  orders  from  the  Mayor, 
and  unless  I  receive  them  the  families  will  receive 
no  turkeys."  The  Mayor  from  his  statement  as 
printed  in  the  newspapers  appeared  very  kind, 
and  if  he  was  sincere,  why  did  he  not  immediately 
issue  orders  to  the  Overseers  of  the  Public  Wel- 
fare Department  to  give  a  turkey  to  every  such 
family,  not  sending  out  a  misrepresentation  to 
hundreds  of  thousands  of  people  in  the  City  of 
Boston  as  to  the  good  work  that  was  being  done  in 
the  way  of  relieving  those  suffering  from  unem- 
ployment, when  as  a  matter  of  fact  he  is  simply 
kidding  the  public  along? 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


FUND    FOR    PRESENT    UNEMPLOYMENT 
CONDITIONS. 

Coun.  DOWD  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  requested 
to  appoint  a  committee  consisting  of  commercial, 
industrial  and  labor  leaders  in  the  City  of  Boston 
for  the  purpose  of  raising  three  million  dollars  by 
popular  subscription  to  alleviate  present  unem- 
ployment conditions. 

Coun.  DOWD — Mr.  President,  this  is  a  similar 
order  to  one  that  I  introduced  on  October  20  of 
last  year,  and  in  regard  to  which  we  received  a 
message  from  the  Mayor  on  November  10,  1930, 
calling  upon  the  Mayor  of  Boston  to  appoint  a 
committee  of  business,  industrial  and  labor  leaders 
of  the  city  to  consider  the  advisability  of  raising 
by  popular  subscription  the  sum  of  $2,000,000,  to 
be  applied  to  the  relief  of  the  present  acute  unem- 
ployment situation.  There  is  not  a  city  in  the 
country  that  has  not  taken  similar  action  within 
the  past  year.  New  York,  Chicago,  every  large 
city,  has  seen  fit  to  call  upon  its  bankers  and 
business  and  industrial  leaders  to  get  together  in 
this  matter.  But  the  Mayor  of  the  City  of  Boston 
occupies  a  unique  position  among  the  Mayors  of 
American  cities  in  this  depression  in  that  respect. 
When  I  introduced  that  order  over  a  year  ago  he 


said  that  he  then  saw  no  necessity  for  it,  and  he 
is  now  just  beginning  to  realize  that  we  have  a 
serious  situation  here.  During  the  last  two 
months  he  has  been  doing  the  very  thing  that 
I  suggested  that  he  do  in  my  order  of  last  year, 
and  we  are  just  beginning  in  this  city  to  recognize 
the  situation  on  a  large  scale.  I  say  that  the  men 
of  Boston  who  have  money  should  be  compelled 
in  a  crisis  of  this  kind  to  come  to  the  front.  It 
should  not  be  the  laboring  men  or  the  city  em- 
ployees. The  Mayor  of  Boston  should  not  expect 
the  employees  to  give  up  one,  two  or  three  per 
cent  of  their  salaries,  because  there  is  not  a  city 
employee  who  hasn't  some  relative  or  dependent 
to  take  care  of  during  these  times  of  depression. 
And  the  Mayor  himself,  when  Councilor  Norton 
put  in  his  order  asking  the  Mayor  to  tax  the  city 
employees  said,  "No,  I  don't  believe  in  it;  it  will 
be  double  taxation."  But  he  has  changed  his 
mind  since  and  is  now  taxing  the  city  employees. 
I  disagree  with  that,  because  they  have  their  own 
troubles  with  their  kiddies  and  their  dependents, 
and  after  all,  it  simply  means  going  at  the  thing 
on  a  small  scale.  There  is  a  real  chance,  however, 
to  raise  funds  by  popular  subscription  through 
wealthy  individuals  and  concerns.  I  say  to  you, 
Mr.  President,  that  Boston  should  take  the  same 
attitude,  in  this  matter  that  has  been  taken  by 
New  York,  Chicago,  Philadelphia,  Los  Angeles, 
Detroit  and  other  large  cities,  that  our  bankers 
and  business  men  and  leaders  in  different  lines 
should  be  called  together  and  that  five  to  ten 
million  dollars  should  be  raised.  We  have  spent 
this  year  over  $7,000,000  through  the  Public  Wel- 
fare Department,  and  if  this  depression  keeps  up, 
it  is  certain  that  we  will  spend  in  the  next  year 
through  that  department  $10,000,000.  That  will 
mean  an  extra  burden  of  taxation  on  the  people 
of  Boston  of  $1.60  on  a  thousand  on  that  oneitem 
alone.  I  say,  therefore,  that  the  time  has  come 
when  the  charitable  and  philanthropic  people  of 
Boston  should  come  together  and  subscribe  to  a 
fund  of  not  less  than  $3,000,000,  in  order  that  the 
tax  rate  of  Boston  may  not  be  further  increased 
during  the  coming  year. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


NEW      SITE      FOR      NEW      DORCHESTER 
HIGH   SCHOOL. 
Coun.  KELLY  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,    That    the    School   Committee   be    re- 
quested, through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  select 
a  new  site  for  the  proposed  $920,000   Dorchester 
High  School,  wliicli  will  be  agreeable  to  the  people 
of  Dorchester  and  also  more  central  in  location, 
during  the  coming  week. 

Coun.  KELLY — Mr.  President,  the  reason  I 
have  introduced  this  order  is  because  today,  in 
executive  session,  there  was  complete  evidence  that 
certain  members  of  the  City  Council  are  about  to 
reverse  their  vote  of  last  week  in  behalf  of  the  five 
wards  of  Dorchester  in  this  matter  of  the  girls' 
high  school.  It  seems  now  that  the  members  who 
voted  with  myself  and  with  Coun.  Wilson  and  other 
Dorchester  members  are  about  to  change  their 
minds  and  vote  for  the  Grove  Hall  site,  and  evi- 
dently a  weapon  which  has  been  used  to  get  these 
members  to  change  their  votes  is  two  letters,  one 
from  the  Building  Trades  Council  of  Boston  and 
the  other  from  the  Central  Labor  Union,  not 
through  a  representative  vote  of  the  union,  but 
through  the  supposed  head.  They  now  come  to 
us  in  the  false  guise  of  relieving  unemployment 
and  want  us  to  give  our  O.  K.  to  this  Grove  Hall 
site.  Mr.  President,  we  want  to  relieve  unemploy- 
ment. We  have  done  more  to  relieve  unemploy- 
ment than  all  the  unions  in  the  county  or  in  the 
entire  state  put  together.  So  I  now  ask  the 
School  Committee,  through  the  Mayor  of  Boston, 
before  our  next  meeting  to  take  this  matter  up  and 
to  select  a  site  for  a  Dorchester  girls'  high  school 
which  will  meet  the  wishes  of  the  representatives 
and  the  people  of  that  section.  The  Mayor  of 
Boston  can  consult  with  the  School  Committee 
and  a  site  can  be  selected  which  will  be  satisfactory 
to  the  people  of  Dorchester  and  their  representa- 
tives, and  we  can  pass  a  new  order  and  work  can 
proceed,  relieving  the  unemployment  situation  to 
that  extent.  There  is  no  reason  why  the  Mayor 
and  the  School  Committee  cannot  get  together, 
having  in  mind  the  wishes  of  the  people  of  the 
district,  and  select  a  new  site.  I  am  sure  that 
if  the  Mayor  is  sincere  in  his  attempt  to  relieve 
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unemployment,  he  will  take  this  matter  up  imme- 
diately with  the  School  Committee  and  the  School- 
house  Commission,  and  the  matter  can  be  carried 
through  under  chapter  247  of  this  year.  I  trust, 
therefore,  that  action  looking  to  this  end  will  be 
taken  and  that  a  site  will  be  selected  that  will  be  a 
central  one  for  the  girls  of  Dorchester. 

Coun.  MURRAY — Mr.  President,  after  listening 
to  the  councilor  from  Dorchester  I  often  wonder. 
The  gentleman  claims  that  the  action  he  suggests 
here  represents  the  feeling  of  the  people  of  his 
district,  the  people  of  Dorchester.  We  other 
members  here  also  represent  our  districts,  and  I 
hope  that  I  will  at  least  be  given  an  opportunity 
to  protect  the  people  of  my  district. 

Coun.  DONOVAN — Mr.  President,  as  members 
of  the  Council  present  at  the  last  meeting  of  the 
body  know,  I  reserved  my  right,  not  voting  on  the 
question,  but  today  I  stand  ready  to  vote  for  the 
appropriation.  I  want  it  distinctly  understood, 
however,  that  I  am  not  voting  for  it  because  I 
received  the  letter  from  E.  A.  Johnson  of  the  Allied 
Building  Trades  Council,  because  I  want  to  de- 
nounce Mr.  Johnson  as  a  fakir.  I  am  in  sympathy 
with  organized  labor,  and  during  my  entire  mem- 
bership in  the  body  my  votes  have  been  cast  for 
organized  labor.  During  my  several  terms  as  a 
member  of  the  Council,  I  always  voted  for  the 
union  wage  and  in  behalf  of  organized  labor.  But 
Mr.  Johnson  is  a  man  who  is  always  seeking  per- 
sonal aggrandizement.  Therefore,  in  voting  as  I 
shall  vote  upon  this  matter,  I  want  my  vote  under- 
stood. I  am  not  voting  for  this  order  because  Mr. 
Johnson  asked  me  to  do  so,  because  I  think  he 
showed  a  great  deal  of  temerity,  nerve  and  gall  in 
sending  a  letter  asking  me  to  do  something.  Of 
course,  I  will  vote  for  the  project  to  relieve  the  un- 
employment situation  and  because  I  believe  there 
is  a  crying  need  for  a  high  school  in  that  vicinity. 
I  am  not  interested  in  any  particular  site,  however. 
But  I  could  not  let  the  opportunity  go  by  without 
denouncing  Mr.  Johnson  as  a  man  who,  while 
ostensibly  representing  organized  labor,  is  serving 
purely  his  own  selfish  ends  and  is  acting  for  his  own 
personal  aggrandizement.  Therefore,  I  have  made 
this  statement  on  the  floor  of  the  Council,  as  I 
want  it  to  appear  in  the  record. 

Coun.  DOWD— Mr.  President,  I  don't  think 
the  burden  of  proof  in  this  matter  should  be  laid 
upon  the  Boston  City  C  ouncil.  I  think  it  should 
be  placed  where  it  belongs,  with  the  School  Com- 
mittee of  the  City  of  Boston.  Just  because  they 
made  a  serious  mistake  in  1928  is  no  reason  why 
the  City  of  Boston  should  spend  a  million  dollars 
to  further  their  mistake.  I  have  listened  with 
great  respect  to  my  colleague  from  East  Boston 
(Coun.  Donovan),  but  I  say  to  him  and  to  other 
members  of  the  Council  that  I  do  not  agree  when 
he  says  that  Mr.  Johnson  of  the  Building  Trades 
Council  is  a  fakir.  In  his  capacity  as  an  officer  of 
the  Building  Trades  Council  he  represents  forty  or 
fifty  affiliated  crafts  of  the  city  and  state  and  must- 
have  their  respect  and  confidence. 

Coun.  DONOVAN— Mr.  President,  will  the 
gentleman  yield  for  a  question? 

Coun.  DOWD — I  will  yield  for  a  question,  Mr. 
President. 

Coun.  DONOVAN — In  the  campaigns  you  have 
waged,  Coun.  Dowd,  you  have  always  been  with 
union  labor  in  your  circulars,  and  it  is  because 
you  favor  organized  labor,  but  you  have  never 
found  

C  oun.  DOWD — Mr.  President,  is  the  councilor 
making  a  political  speech  or  asking  a  question? 

Coun.  DONOVAN — I  wish  to  ask  a  question, 
Mr.  President.  Would  you  indorse  a  man  who 
did  not  use  the  union  label,  a  man  supposed  to  be 
representing  organized  labor? 

Coun.  DOWD — Mr.  President,  I  am  not  an 
official  of  organized  labor,  and  cannot  answer  that 
question. 

Coun.  DONOVAN — Then  you  are  defending 
Mr.  Johnson? 

Coun.  DOWD — I  am  not  defending  Mr.  Johnson, 
but  the  unions  of  Boston.  It  makes  no  difference 
to  me  whether  it  is  Mr.  Johnson  or  Mr.  Smith. 
I  say  that  any  man  elected  to  the  position  that 
Mr.  Johnson  now  holds  in  the  Building  Trades  of 
Boston  certainly  must  command  the  respect  of 
the  unions  of  the  City  of  Boston.  I  care  not  what 
differences  there  may  be  between  the  councilor 
from  East  Boston  and  any  other  councilor,  but  I 
say  that  the  man  who  represents  the  building 
trades  of  Boston  must  have  the  confidence  of  those 
who  elect  him  that  he  will  represent  them  to  the 
best  of  his  ability,  and  certainly  we  should  pay 
some  attention  to  those  whom  he  represents,  the 
men  who  see  fit  to  elect  him. 


Coun.  WILSON — Mr.  President,  I  was  interested 
in  the  passage  at  arms  between  the  gentleman  from 
East  Boston  (Coun.  Donovan)  and  the  gentleman 
from  Roxbury  (Coun.  Dowd).  Mr.  Johnson  I 
don't  know  from  a  cord  of  wood,  except  that  I  did 
get  a  letter  under  the  heading  of  the  Building 
Trades  Council  attempting  to  call  the  attention 
of  the  members  of  the  C  ouncil  to  existing  unemploy- 
ment conditions.  I  did  not  need  to  have  Mr. 
Johnson  or  the  representative  of  any  organization 
remind  me,  after  several  years  of  unemployment 
conditions,  that  there'  are  such  conditions  in  1931. 
I  was  interested  in  the  paragraph  where  he  states 
that  the  passage  of  this  loan  order  will  "permit 
the  construction  of  a  high  school  which  will  create 
employment  for  three  hundred  building  trades 
workers  at  a  time  when  it  is  most  sorely  needed." 
Having  in  mind  the  school  on  Alicia  road  and  the 
one  near  the  Gallivan  Boulevard,  I  cannot  quite 
understand  why  he  claims  that  the  passage  of  this 
order  will  result  in  the  employment  of  that  number 
of  men  on  this  particular  school  within  the  next 
eight  weeks.  Further,  he  says  that  "we  can  state 
with  authority  that  no  discriminatory  preference 
exists  harmful  to  Boston  citizens  in  the  employment 
of  building  trades  labor  by  neighboring  cities  and 
towns."  So  far  as  that  statement  is  concerned,  I 
absolutely  differ  with  him,  and  would  state  that 
the  statement  he  makes  is  absolutely  false  because 
I  know  of  my  own  knowledge  innumerable  in- 
stances of  Boston  men  in  the  building  trades  who 
have  been  refused  employment  in  Cambridge  and 
other  surrounding  cities  because  they  did  not  live 
in  those  cities.  I  am  perfectly  surprised  that  any 
official  of  the  Building  Trades  Council,  whoever 
he  may  be,  is  so  little  cognizant  of  the  work  in  the 
building  trades  as  not  to  know  that  there  is  dis- 
crimination in  other  cities  and  towns  against 
Boston  workmen.  I  realize  that  a  vote  against 
this  order  may  somewhat  delay  relief  in  the 
unemployment  situation,  but  I  think  there  will  be 
very  little  delay  if  the  thing  is  properly  expedited. 
Let  the  School  Committee  or  the  Schoolhouse 
Department  change  the  location  of  the  school,  as 
they  can  readily  do,  within  a  week,  and  then  they 
can  immediately  have  their  appropriation  and  can 
proceed  at  once.  Knowing  about  the  unemploy- 
ment situation  at  the  present  time,  I  suggest  that 
this  immediately  be  shot  up  to  the  School  Com- 
mittee, where  it  belongs,  and  that  we  will  do  all  in 
our  power,  after  they  have  made  a  proper  recom- 
mendation in  this  matter,  to  facilitate  action. 

Coun.  KELLY — Mr.  President,  I  very  seldom 
disagree  with  my  worthy  colleague  from  Ward  8, 
Roxbury  (Coun.  Dowd),  but  in  this  particular 
instance  I  must  say  that  E.  A.  Johnson,  in  my 
estimation, — and  I  have  a  fair  opportunity  to  size 
things  up,  being  around  town  day  in  and  day  out, — 
is  nothing  but  a  common  fakir.  (Coun.  BUSH — 
Notorious?)  Coun.  Bush  suggests  that  I  use  the 
word  "notorious,"  but  I  don't  say  notorious 
because  he  is  not  important  enough  even  for  me 
to  hear  about  him  to  that  extent.  You  heard  me 
in  the  executive  chamber  ask  Mr.  Johnson  if  he 
was  interested  in  the  unemployed  union  members 
who  were  residents  of  Boston,  and  you  heard  his 
answer.  And  then  he  has  the  temerity  and  gall 
to  send  one  of  these  letters  in  here  to  the  members 
attempting  to  bulldoze  them  in  this  matter  because 
he  represents  thousands  upon  thousands  of  union 
members,  as  he  would  claim,  in  sending  out  such  a 
letter.  Mr.  President,  he  represents  E.  A.  John- 
son, and  that  is  all,  because  I  have  interrogated 
different  members  of  the  organizations,  who  know 
that  Kelly  has  always  been  a  friend  of  the  union 
men,  and  they  tell  me  that  Mr.  Johnson's  place  in 
an  affair  like  this  is  to  mind  his  own  business  and 
not  to  insert  himself  into  the  matter  or  attempt  to 
use  the  unions  under  the  guise  of  helping  out  the 
members  of  the  unions.  As  Councilor  Wilson  says, 
everybody  here  is  in  favor  of  a  new  high  school. 
They  simply  want  a  site  that  will  be  fairly  selected 
in  the  interests  of  the  people  and  in  accordance 
with  the  wishes  of  the  representative  civic  organiza- 
tions of  Dorchester.  We  do  not  intend  to  be 
bulldozed  in  this  matter  by  this  fakir  Johnson,  or 
by  somebody  else  who  calls  himself  Harry  P. 
Grages,  some  member  of  the  Boston  Central  Labor 
Union.  I  don't  know  through  whose  tactics  these 
letters  have  been  sent  to  us,  but  I  know  that  they 
have  had  their  effect  on  certain  members  of  the 
Council,  whether  they  say  so  themselves  or  not,  in 
leading  them  to  change  their  votes,  and  that  if 
they  do  not  stand  firm  the  people  of  Dorchester 
are  not  going  to  have  their  way  in  this  matter,  as 
they  would  have  if  the  Council  persists  in  its  stand 
of  last  week.  I  certainly  trust  that  the  members 
here  will  stand  by  their  vote  of  last  week  and  that 
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the  girls'  high  school  will  be  established  in  the 
middle  part  of  Dorchester.  There  is  only  one 
proper  solution  of  this  problem  and  that  is  to 
recognize  the  wishes  of  Dorchester  in  this  matter, 
as  expressed  by  her  citizens  and  her  civic  organiza- 
tions. The  Mayor  of  Boston  knows  the  agitation 
that  we  have  had  in  Dorchester,  knows  that  the 
thirteen  civic  organizations  there  have  agreed 
unanimously  on  a  certain  section,  but  not  a 
particular  site,  for  the  proposed  school,  and  we 
want  the  Mayor  of  Boston  to  respect  the  wishes  of 
the  200,000  people  of  Dorchester.  We  want  the 
Mayor  of  Boston,  if  he  wishes  this  loan  order 
passed  to  relieve  unemployment,  to  go  before  the 
School  Committee  and  ask  them  to  reconsider 
their  vote  and  to  change  the  site  of  the  proposed 
school  to  the  central  part  of  Dorchester. 

The  rule  was  suspended,   on  motion  of   Coun. 
KELLY,  and  the  order  was  passed. 


ALLOWANCES  BY  OVERSEERS  OF  PUBLIC 
WELFARE. 

Coun.  KELLY  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Overseers  of  Public  Welfare 
be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to 
allow  more  than  fifteen  dollars  a  week  to  be  paid 
to  fathers  who  have  families  dependent  upon  them 
and  who  are  unemployed. 

Coun.  KELLY — Mr.  President,  I  had  occasion 
this  past  week  to  make  contact  with  the  Public 
Welfare  Department  in  a  case  which  I  will  refuse 
to  name  on  Dorchester  avenue,  in  my  district. 
The  father  is  out  of  work,  cannot  find  a  thing  to  do, 
although  he  is  continually  looking  for  it,  and  there 
is  the  mother  and  nine  children,  from  the  ages  of 
fifteen  down  to  two  months.  I  have  been  told  by 
the  officials  of  the  Board  of  Public  Welfare  that 
they  are  under  strict  orders  from  the  Mayor  of 
Boston  to  give  in  no  case  of  unemployment,  no 
matter  how  desperate  it  may  be,  how  many  children 
there  are,  or  how  much  they  may  be  starving,  more 
than  $15  a  week.  I  say  that  is  not  fair  in  any  such 
case  as  I  have  just  called  to  your  attention  where 
there  are  nine  children  and  the  oldest  is  fifteen 
years  of  age.  I  say  that  it  is  an  outrageous  situa- 
tion. I  asked  the  Mayor  immediately  to  take 
action  so  that  such  an  atrocity  will  not  be  possible, 
to  give  orders  that  in  all  worthy  cases  of  unem- 
ployment, where  the  families  are  large,  they  be 
allowed,  where  the  circumstances  require  it,  more 
than  the  customary  $15  a  week. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


REDUCTION  BY  LIGHT  COMPANIES. 

Coun.  KELLY  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  re- 
quested to  confer  with  representatives  of  the 
Boston  Consolidated  Gas  and  Edison  Electric 
illuminating  Companies  in  an  effort  to  secure  a 
fifty  per  cent  reduction  in  rates  for  fathers  of 
families  who  are  unemployed  and  who  are  receiving 
aid  from  the  Public  Welfare  Department. 

Coun.  KELLY — Mr.  President,  just  a  word  on 
that  order.  We  have  been  continually  hearing 
from  the  Mayor  through  the  newspapers  how  much 
he  has  been  doing  to  relieve  unemployment.  I 
now  ask  him  to  call  together  representatives  of 
these  two  most  powerful  and  rich  corporations  in 
the  state  and  ask  them  to  aid  the  unemployed  by 
cutting  their  rates  to  those  unfortunates  50  per 
cent,  while  they  are  on  our  lists.  It  will  not  cost 
them  anything  to  investigate  cases,  Mr.  President, 
because  you  know  and  every  member  of  the  Coun- 
cil knows  that  these  cases  getting  aid  from  the  city 
are  really  worthy  cases.  We  all  know,  too,  that 
there  are  plenty  of  worthy  cases  not  getting  aid 
from  the  City  of  Boston,  through  the  red  tape  that 
they  have  to  go  through,  but  we  certainly  know 
that  the  cases  getting  aid  are  worthy  cases.  So 
there  will  be  no  difficulty  or  expense  in  investiga- 
tion by  the  Edison  company  or  the  Boston  Con- 
solidated Gas  Company  of  these  claims.  We  can 
furnish  the  two  companies  with  the  names  of  those 
unfortunates,  and  it  does  seem — as  the  reports 
made  at  the  State  House  show  that  these  com- 
panies have  been  making  tremendous  profits— 
that  they  can  well  give  a  little  attention  to  this 
matter,  with  the  unemployment  situation  as  it 
exists  at  the  present  time,  and  cut  the  rates  of 
those  unfortunates  50  per  cent.  I  am,  therefore, 
going  to  ask  the  Mayor  of  Boston,  through  this 


order,   to  take  steps  in  this  matter  immediately, 
because  it  is  for  the  relief  of  worthy  cases. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


REPAVING  OF  MT.  EVERETT  STREET. 

Coun.  KELLY  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,    That     the    Commissioner    of    Publio 
Works  be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor, 
to    repave   with   smooth   pavement   Mt.    Everett 
street,  Ward  15. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


SAFETY  ISLAND,  NASHUA  STREET. 

Coun.  DONOVAN,  for  Coun.  Fitzgerald,  offered 
the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor, 
to  erect  a  safety  island  on  Nashua  street,  Ward  3, 
opposite  the  proposed  new  building  of  the  State 
Public  Works  Department. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


NEW  BRIDGE  ACROSS  MYSTIC  RIVER. 

Coun.  GREEN  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the 
Mayor,  to  confer  with  the  Metropolitan  District 
Commission  with  reference  to  the  advisability  of 
constructing  a  new  bridge  across  the  Mystic 
river  for  the  purpose  of  relieving  the  present  traffic 
situation  on  the  Chelsea  Bridge. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


CHARLESTOWN   HEALTH   UNIT. 

Coun.  GREEN  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Health  Commissioner  be 
requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to 
keep  the  Charlestown  Health  Unit  open  twenty- 
four  hours  a  day  and  to  arrange  to  have  a  surgeon 
in  attendance  at  all  times  during  this  period  to 
handle  first  aid  and  other  cases  that  may  require 
emergency  treatment. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


APPOINTMENT  OF  ADDITIONAL    MEN  IN 
POLICE   DEPARTMENT. 

Coun.  GREEN  offered  the  following: 
Ordered.  That  the  Police  Commissioner  be  re- 
quested, through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  make 
provision  in  his  budget  for  1932  for  the  appoint- 
ment of  two  hundred  additional  men,  to  fill 
vacancies  caused  by  promotions,  retirements, 
deaths,  etc. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


FIRE   STATIONS   IN   CHARLESTOWN. 

Coun.  GREEN  offered  the  following: 
Ordered.  That  the  Fire  Commissioner  be  re- 
quested, through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  con- 
sider the  advisability  of  discontinuing  at  least  two 
fire  stations  in  Charlestown  and  of  erecting  a 
central  fire  station  in  that  district  to  replace  same. 
Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


REPLACING  OF  BUILDINGS  ON  RUTIIKR- 
FORD   AVENUE. 

Coun.  GREEN  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor, 
to  consider  the  advisability  of  removing  the 
wooden  building  now  housing  the  Sewer.  .Sanitary 
and  Street  Cleaning  Departments  mi  Rutherford 
avenue,  and  replacing  same  with  a  building  of 
modern  construction  to  comply  with  the  building 
laws. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 
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CLEANING  OF  CHARLESTOWN  HEIGHTS. 
Coun.  GREEN  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,    That    the    Park    Commission    be    re- 
quested, through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  assign 
fifty  men  for  an  indefinite  period  to  clean  Charles- 
town  Heights  and  put  the  park  in  good  condition. 
Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


ARC   LIGHT   IN   WARD   2. 
Coun.  GREEN  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,    That    the    Commissioner    of    Public 
Works  be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor, 


to  install  an  arc  light  at  the  junction  of  Bartlett 
and  Sullivan  streets,  Ward  2. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


ARC    LIGHT,   WARD    7. 

Coun.  LYNCH  offered  the  following: 
Ordered.    That    the    Commissioner     of    Public 
Works  be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor , 
to  install  an  arc  light  at  the  junction  of  Franklin 
court  and  Norfolk  avenue.  Ward  7. 
Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 

Adjourned,  at  4.54  p.  m.,  on  motion  of  Coun. 
DOWD,  to  meet  on  Monday,  November  30,  1931, 
at  2  p.  m. 
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Proceedings  of  City  Council. 


Monday,  November  30,  1931. 
Regular   meeting   of   the    City    Council   in   the 
Council  Chamber,  City  Hall,  at  2  p.  m.,  President 
McGRATH  in  the  chair.     Absent,  Coun.  Galla- 
gher, Norton  and  Power. 


JURORS   DRAWN. 

Twenty-two  Grand  Jurors,  to  appear  January  4, 
1932,  were  drawn  under  the  law,  Mayor  Curley 
being  present,  and  Coun.  RUBY  being  appointed 
to  do  the  drawing,  as  follows: 

Peter  J.  Ferrara,  Ward  1;  David  E.  Lane, 
Ward  1;  John  M.  Toomey,  Ward  2;  Edward  T. 
Howes,  Ward  4;  J.  Harold  O'Shaughnessy,  Ward  5; 
Patrick  J.  Riordan,  Ward  5;  John  A.  Matheson, 
Ward  6;  Joseph  A.  Svagdys,  Ward  7;  Raymond 
F.  Green,  Ward  9;  John  F.  Baker,  Ward  10;  Harry 
Albach,  Ward  11;  Gunner  R.  Rylander,  Ward  12; 
Benjamin  Carp,  Ward  14;  Morris  A.  Freedman, 
Ward  14;  Paul  M.  Cronin,  Ward  15;  Lewis  E. 
Whitten,  Ward  15;  John  T.  Duke,  Ward  16; 
Oscar  H.  Swanson,  Ward  19;  Andrew  Campbell, 
Ward  20;  Henry  A.  Schneider,  Ward  21;  George 
C.  Wright,  Ward  21;  John  A.  MacPhee,  Ward  22. 


APPOINTMENTS   BY   THE   MAYOR. 

Subject  to  confirmation  by  the  Council,  the 
Mayor  submitted  the  following  appointments  for 
the  terms  ending  April  30,  1932,  viz.: 

Weighers  of  Coal:  Arthur  S.  Richards,  28  Art- 
well  street,  Milton;  Henry  Marden,  8  Chester 
street,  Readville. 

Weighers  of  Goods:  Hilary  James  McGunigle, 
309  Chelsea  street,  East  Boston;  Thomas  Forest, 
232  Webster  street,  East  Boston. 

Severally  laid  over  a  week  under  the  law. 


TRAFFIC     SIGNAL     SYSTEM,     COMMON- 
WEALTH  AVENUE. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  November  30,  1931. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — At  your  meeting  of  November  23, 
1931,  I  submitted  a  message  and  order  for  the 
rescission  of  a  loan  of  $125,000,  passed  in  1929, 
for  automatic  traffic  signal  system  on  Common- 
wealth avenue.  I  requested  this  action,  as 
stated  in  my  message,  on  the  ground  that  legal 
complications  interfered  with  the  work.  I  have 
since  discovered  that  I  was  not  correctly  advised 
on  this  matter  and  as  I  am  of  the  opinion  that 
Commonwealth  avenue  is  one  of  the  thorough- 
fares that  should  be  safeguarded  by  traffic  lights 
as  soon  as  possible,  I  hereby  withdraw  the  message 
and  order  of  November  23,  1931,  which  provided 
for  the  rescission  of  the  loan  of  $125,000  for  Com- 
monwealth avenue  traffic  signal  system. 
Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 
Placed  on  file. 


ENLARGEMENT   OF   MISSION   HILL 
PLAYGROUND. 

The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  November  28,  1931. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen,— I  am  transmitting  herewith  com- 
munication from  William  P.  Long,  chairman  of  the 
Park  Department,  which  is  a  reference  to  the  order 
of  your  honorable  body  as  adopted  on  November 
16,  copy  of  which  is  attached  hereto. 

Sincerely  yours, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 


City  of  Boston, 
Park  Department,  November  25,  1931. 
Hon.  James  M.  Curley, 

Mayor  of  Boston. 
Dear  Sir, — I  have  your  memorandum  of  Novem- 
ber 17  with  inclosure,  order  from  the  City  Council 
requesting  the  Park  Commission  to  provide  for  the 
extension  and  enlargement  of  the  Mission  Hill 
Playground,  Ward  10. 

The  playground  in  question  is  one  of  the  most 
popular  in  the  Roxbury  district.  I  regret  exceed- 
ingly that  the  department  has  no  money  available 
for  the  necessary  purchase  of  land  that  will  be  re- 
quired to  enlarge  this  playground  area.  The  ex- 
tension would  require  the  purchase  of  eleven  pieces 
of  property,  the  assessed  valuation  of  which  is 
$105,800,  which  will  give  you  approximately  60,000 
additional  feet  of  land.  To  properly  grade  and 
improve  same  would  require  an  additional  sum  of 
$62,000. 

Very  truly  yours, 
William  P.  Long,  Chairman. 
Placed  on  file. 


ABANDONMENT   OF   AUTOMOBILES. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  November  30,  1931. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — With  a  view  to  overcoming  a  con- 
dition that  has  grown  up  over  a  period  of  time  and 
which  represents  an  unwarranted  burden  upon 
property  owners,  I  respectfully  recommend  the 
adoption  of  the  accompanying  ordinance. 

Under  present  conditions  the  owner  or  occupant 
of  premises  is  required  to  remove  abandoned 
vehicles  which  any  individual  may  see  fit  to  place 
upon  his  property  without  his  knowledge  or  con- 
sent, and  in  my  opinion  the  adoption  of  this  amend- 
ment will  provide  the  necessary  protection. 
Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

An  Ordinance   Relative   to  the   Abandonment   of 

Automobiles  and  Automobile  Parts. 
Be  it  ordained  by  the  City  Council  of  Boston,  as 
f  oIIowb  : 

Section  1.  Chapter  thirty-nine  of  the  Revised 
Ordinances  of  the  year  1925  is  hereby  amended 
by  inserting  after  section  thirteen  a  new  section 
entitled  13A,  as  follows:  Section  13A.  No  person 
shall  place  upon  public  or  private  land  automobiles 
or  automobile  parts  for  the  purpose  of  abandon- 
ment. 

Sect.  2.  Section  one  hundred  and  eleven  of 
chapter  thirty-nine  of  the  Revised  Ordinances  of 
the  year  1925  is  hereby  amended  in  the  second 
sentence  thereof,  and  in  the  sixth  line  of  said  sec- 
tion by  inserting  in  place  of  the  word  "section" 
the  words, — sections  thirteen-A  or  so  that  said 
sentence  shall  read  as  follows:  Any  person  violating 
any  provision  of  sections  thirteen-A  or  twenty- 
five  of  this  chapter  shall  be  subject  to  a  penalty 
not  exceeding  fifty  dollars  for  each  offence. 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Ordinances. 


DISPOSAL  OF  GARBAGE  AND  REFUSE. 

The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  November  30,  1931. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — The  contract  with  the  Coleman 
Disposal  Company  for  the  disposal  of  garbage  and 
refuse  will  expire  on  the  first  day  of  July,  1932. 
In  anticipation  of  the  expiration  of  this  contract, 
upon  my  recommendation,  the  Commissioner  of 
Public  Works,  Joseph  A.  Rourke,  appointed  a 
committee  of  three,  consisting  of  L.  Bayles  Reilly, 
Adolph  J.  Post  and  John  M.  Shea,  all  of  whom  are 
engineers  in  the  Public  Works  Department,  to 
make  an  investigation  of  the  disposal  of  garbage 
and  refuse,  and  the  desirability  of  making  a  new 
contract  to  take  effect  at  the  expiration  of  the 
present  one.  After  the  investigation  they  recom- 
mended that  the  work  be  done  by  ten-year  con- 
tract, and  further  recommended  to  the  Acting 
Commissioner  of  Public  Works  that  a  contract 
be  entered  into  by  the  city  with  the  Brooklyn  Ash 
Removal  Company,  a  Massachusetts  corporation, 
which  company  submitted  the  lowest  bid  received 
by  the  city  in  consequence  of  an  advertisement 
for  bids.  The  bid  of  this  company  was  in  the 
sum  of  $3,780,000  for  the  ten-year  period. 
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In  their  recommendation  this  committee  of 
engineers  further  found  that  the  Brooklyn  Ash 
Removal  Company  is  financially  able  to  carry 
on  this  contract  and  that  it  is  in  every  way  able 
to  carry  out  the  contract  submitted  to  them. 

The  Acting  Commissioner  of  Public  Works, 
Christopher  J.  Carven,  has  informed  me  that  he 
is  in  full  accord  with  their  recommendations  and 
recommends  that  a  new  contract  for  a  ten-year 
period  beginning  July  1,  1932,  be  entered  into  by 
the  city  with  this  company. 

I  therefore  recommend  that  you  take  the  nec- 
essary action  in  conformity  with  the  provisions 
of  section  6  of  chapter  486  of  the  Acts  of  1909, 
and  I  accordingly  recommend  the  adoption  of  the 
accompanying  order. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Public  Works  Department, 

November  27,  1931. 
To  His  Honor  the  Mayor. 

On  November  18,  1931,  bids  were  received  for 
the  disposal  of  garbage  and  refuse  for  the  five  and 
ten  year  period  beginning  with  July  1,  1932,  which 
is  the  date  of  the  expiration  of  the  present  contract. 
The  following  is  a  tabulation  of  the  bids  re- 
ceived : 

Five-Year  Period  from  July,  1,  1932. 
,    Bidder.  Total  for  Period. 

Brooklyn  Ash  Removal  Company  of 

Massachusetts $2,250,000 

Coleman  Disposal  Company 2,372,400 

C.  &  R.  Construction  Company 2,500,000 

C.  J.  Maney  Company 2,598,000 

Reynolds  Brothers,  Inc 2,850,000 

Ten- Year  Period  from  July  1,  1932. 
Brooklyn  Ash  Removal  Company  of 

Massachusetts $3,780,000 

C.  &  R.  Construction  Company 4,154,000 

Coleman  Disposal  Company 4,299,900 

C.  J.  Maney  Company 4,763,000 

Reynolds  Brothers,  Inc 5,115,000 

The  lowest  bid,  which  is  that  of  the  Brooklyn 
Ash  Removal  Company  of  Massachusetts,  is 
$15,000  lower  than  the  present  contract,  now  held 
by  the  Coleman  Disposal  Company. 

Commissioner  Rourke  appointed  a  committee 
of  three  engineers  of  this  department,  Adolph  J. 
Post,  L.  Bayles  Reilly  and  John  M.  Shea,  who 
investigated  the  various  bids,  and  in  their  report 
they  recommended  to  me  that  the  contract  be 
awarded  to  the  lowest  bidder,  the  Brooklyn  Ash 
Removal  Company  of  Massachusetts,  for  the  ten- 
year  period,  and  stated  that  their  investigation 
satisfies  them  that  the  lowest  bidder  is  financially 
able  to  carry  on  this  contract  and  is  able  in  every 
way  to  fulfill  the  terms  of  the  contract.  I  attach 
hereto  a  copy  of  their  report  to  me. 

I  am  in  full  accord  with  their  recommendations 
and  believe  that  the  lowest  bid  price  submitted  is 
fair  and  reasonable  and  for  the  best  interests  of  the 
city.  I  accordingly  recommend  that  the  bid  of  the 
Brooklyn  Ash  Removal  Company  of  Massachusetts 
for  the  ten-year  period  from  July  1,  1932,  be 
accepted. 

Yours  respectfully, 
C.  J.  Cabven, 
Acting  Commissioner  of  Public  Works. 

City  of  Boston, 
Public  Works  Department, 

November  28,  1931. 
To  His  Honor  the  Mayor. 

Supplementing  our  recommendation  for  the 
award  of  contract  to  the  Brooklyn  Ash  Removal 
Company  of  Massachusetts,  the  lowest  bidder,  for 
the  period  of  ten  years  from  July  1,  1932,  I  beg 
leave  to  state  that  this  bidder  presented  a  state- 
ment as  to  its  financial  responsibility,  and  sub- 
mitted plans  and  certified  agreements  that  they 
have  control  of  a  mainland  dump  within  the 
linear  distance  called  for  and  also  of  a  dump  in 
East  Boston,  both  dump  location  sbeing  of  ade- 
quate size. 

The  proposed  method  of  garbage  reduction — the 
Cobwell-Mertz  system — is  an  approved  method, 
and  the  city  of  Syracuse,  New  York,  is  now 
using  it. 

In  the  interval  between  the  present  contractor 
moving  ^he  equipment  from  Spectacle  Island  at 
the  end  of  its  contract  and  the  Brooklyn  Ash 
Removal  Company  of  Massachusetts  establishing 


the  necessary  plant  on  the  city  property  there,  the 
garbage  will  be  satisfactorily  taken  care  of. 

Comment  is  also   made   of   the  fact  that     the 
total  bid  for  this  ten-year  period  starting  July  1, 
1932,  namely,  $3,780,000,  is  $15,000  less  than  the 
total  for  the  present  ten-year  period, — the  total 
for  the  latter  period  being  $3,795,000. 
Yours  respectfully, 
C.  J.  Carven, 
Acting  Commissioner  of  Public  Works. 

City  of  Boston, 
Public  Works  Department, 

November  27,  1931. 
To  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Works. 

In  accordance  with  your  instructions,  we  have 
examined  all  the  proposals  for  the  disposal  of 
garbage  and  refuse  in  the  City  of  Boston,  which 
were  opened  on  November  18,  1931.  We  are  of 
the  opinion  that  the  Brooklyn  Ash  Removal 
Company  of  Massachusetts  submitting  the  lowest 
bids  for  the  five-year  and  ten-year  periods  has  the 
necessary  experience  and  technical  qualifications 
and  is  financially  responsible.  We  believe  the 
price  submitted  to  be  reasonable,  and  that  the 
ten-year  proposal  is  more  economical  than  the 
five-year  proposal. 

Convinced  that  the  City  of  Boston's  best 
interests  would  be  served  by  awarding  this  con- 
tract to  the  Brooklyn  Ash  Removal  Company  of 
Massachusetts,  the  lowest  bidder,  we  therefore 
recommend  such  action. 

Yours  respectfully, 

Adolph  J.  Post. 

L.  Batles  Reilly. 

John  M.  Shea. 

Ordered,  That  the  contract  covering  a  period  of 
ten  years,  beginning  the  first  day  of  July,  1932, 
for  the  disposal  of  garbage  and  refuse,  as  made 
with  the  Brooklyn  Ash  Removal  Company  of 
Massachusetts,  by  the  Acting  Commissioner  of 
Public  Works,  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby, 
approved. 

Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 


PLAYGROUND   IMPROVEMENTS. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  November  30,  1931. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — The  Park  Commission  have  com- 
piled a  list  of  improvements  upon  which  work 
can  be  conducted  during  the  winter  season  and 
which  are  not  only  necessary  but  which  will  serve 
as  a  means  of  providing  employment.  The  list 
here  submitted  covers  long-needed  playground 
improvements  in  six  cases  and  in  the  other  two 
cases,  namely,  Parker  Hill  and  Germantown, 
provision  is  made  for  the  establishment  of  two 
additional  playgrounds. 

I  accordingly  recommend  the  adoption  of  the 
accompanying  order. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Ccbley,  Mayor. 

Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  $215,000  be,  and  the 
same  hereby  is,  appropriated,  to  be  expended 
under  the  direction  of  the  Board  of  Park  Com- 
missioners, for  the  purposes  enumerated  below, 
and  that  the  City  Treasurer  be  authorized  to 
issue,  from  time  to  time,  upon  request  of  the  Mayor, 
bonds  or  certificates  of  indebtedness  of  the  city  to 
said  amount. 

Charlestown  Heights,  Improvements,  etc.,    $25,000 

Dunbar  Avenue  Playground,  Improve- 
ments, etc 40,000 

Fallon  Field  Playground,  Improvements, 

etc ". 15,000 

John  J.  Connolly  Playground,  Improve- 
ments, etc '.- 20,000 

Rogers  Park,  Improvements,  etc 15,000 

McConnell  Park  Playground,  Improve- 
ments, etc 30,000 

Playground,  Germantown,  West  Roxbury 

District,  Land  and  Improvements.  . .  .      50,000 

Playground,  Parker  Hill,  Improvements, 

etc 20,000 

Coun.  WILSON — Mr.  President,  one  of  the 
important  items  on  that  list,  which  demands 
completion,  is  a  playground  which  was  such  an 
important  item  in  the  campaign  I  have  just  been 
through.     In   order  to  ensure  its  passage  before 
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the  first  of  January,  I  would  ask  that  instead  of 
sending  this  to  the  Committee  on  Finance  it  be 
sent  to  the  Executive  Committee. 

The    matter    was    referred    to    the    Executive 
Committee. 


FURNISHING   OF   NEW    CHARITIES 
ADMINISTRATION   BUILDING. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  November  30,  1931. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  am  advised  by  the  Overseers  of 
Public  Welfare  that  the  sum  of  $15,000  will  be 
required  to  properly  furnish  and  equip  the  addition 
to  the  New  Charities  Administration  Building 
now  nearing  completion. 

There  is  now  pending  before  your  honorable 
body  an  order  providing  for  the  rescission  of 
$15,000  of  the  loan  originally  authorized  for  the 
construction  of  this  addition.  The  passage  of 
this  rescinding  order  will  make  available  within 
the  debt-incurring  power  of  the  city  the  amount 
requested  for  furniture  and  equipment  by  the 
trustees.  In  view  of  the  fact  only  a  few  more 
meetings  of  the  Council  are  to  be  held  before  the 
close  of  this  financial  year,  I  deem  it  expedient  to 
submit  a  loan  order  providing  for  the  amount 
requested  by  the  Overseers.  I  respectfully  recom- 
mend speedy  passage  of  this  order  by  your  honor- 
able body  in  order  that  there  may  be  no  undue 
delay  in  the  opening  of  the  new  addition. 
Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  $15,000  be,  and  hereby 
is,  appropriated,  to  be  expended  by  the  Overseers 
of  Public  Welfare  for  New  Charities  Administration 
Building,  Furnishing  and  Equipping,  and  that  the 
City  Treasurer  be  authorized  to  issue,  from  time  to 
time,  upon  request  by  the  Mayor,  bonds  or  certifi- 
cates of  indebtedness  of  the  city  to  said  amount. 

Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 


PETITIONS   RECEIVED. 

The  following  petitions  were  received  and 
referred  to  the  committees  named,  viz.: 

Claims. 

Mary  R.  Doyle,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  an  alleged  defect  in  Phillips  Brooks 
School. 

Dorothea  M.  Flynn,  for  compensation  for 
damage  to  car  caused  by  alleged  defect  in  River 
street. 

Annie  Framer,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  an  alleged  defect  in  Governor  square. 

Alice  Keary,  for  compensation  for  loss  of  dress 
at  City  Hospital. 

Iver  E.  Kohler,  for  compensation  for  damage  to 
car  caused  by  an  alleged  defect  in  Stuart  street. 

Cyril  Laracy,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
received  on  ferryboat. 

Millerick  Brothers  et  al.,  for  compensation  for 
injuries  received  on  ferryboat. 

Priscilla  Sears  Confectionary  Company,  for  re- 
fund on  refuse  tickets. 

Harold  Sanderson,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  city  team. 

Joseph  Smith,  for  compensation  for  damage  to 
property  at  349  Warren  street,  Roxbury,  by  ash 
truck.    • 

A.  Sonion,  for  compensation  for  damage  to  car 
by  city  cart. 

Nora  Sweeney,  for  compensation  for  damage  to 
property  at  70  Sanborn  avenue,  West  Roxbury, 
caused  by  regrading  of  street. 

Ann  E.  Thomas,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  an  alleged  defect  in  Canal  street. 

George  L.  DeBlois  &  A.  N.  Maddison,  for  com- 
pensation for  damage  to  property  at  139-157 
South  street,  caused  by  breaking  of  water  main. 

Executive. 

Petition  of  Sister  Catherine  Mary  for  children 
under  15  years  of  age  to  appear  at  Practical  Arts 
Hall,  December  16  and  17,  1931. 

Petition  of  Susie  Cavagnaro  for  annuity  on 
account  of  death  of  her  late  husband,  Joseph  I..  A. 
Cavagnaro  of  the  Police  Department. 


EXTENSION   OF   TIME   ON   BOSTON 
ELEVATED   LOCATIONS. 

Communications  were  received  from  the  Board 
of  Street  Commissioners  stating  that  extension  of 
time  had  been  granted  to  the  Boston  Elevated 
Railway  Company  on  their  69th,  72d  and  76th 
locations. 

Placed  on  file. 


LOCATIONS   GRANTED   TO   BOSTON 
ELEVATED   RAILWAY. 

Communications  were  received  from  the  Board 
of  Street  Commissioners  stating  that  locations  had 
been  granted  to  the  Boston  Elevated  Railway 
Company,  viz.:  83d  location,  single  track  on  East 
Broadway;  84th  location,  single  track  on  Cam- 
bridge street,  Boston. 

Placed  on  file. 


INCREASED    NUMBER   OF   VOTING 
PRECINCTS. 

Notice  was  received  from  the  Board  of  Election 
Commissioners  of  vote  taken  November  24  to 
increase  the  number  of  voting  precincts  in  wards 
from  339  to  363  as  named  and  described  in  printed 
list  on  file  in  their  office,  and  to  have  500  copies 
of  same  printed. 

Placed  on  file. 


TRANSIENT   VENDORS'   LICENSES. 

Applications  were  received,  accompanied  by 
bonds,  for  transient  vendors'  licenses  from  George 
W.  Harper  and  John  Maxwell. 

Approved  by  the  Council  and  licenses  granted. 


CONFIRMATION   OF   EXECUTIVE 
APPOINTMENTS. 

President  McGRATH  called  up,  under  unfin- 
ished business,  No.  1  on  the  calendar,  viz.: 

1.  Action  on  appointments  submitted  by  the 
Mayor  November  23,  1931,  of  Edward  B.  Creed, 
David  Tobey  and  Edward  J.  Dowd  to  be  Con- 
stables, without  authority  to  serve  civil  process 
and  to  serve  without  bonds. 

The  question  came  on  confirmation.  Committee, 
Coun.  Hein  and  Green.  Whole  number  of  ballots 
15,  yeas,  15,  and  the  appointments  were  confirmed. 


LOAN   ORDERS   PASSED. 

President  McGRATH  called  up,  under  unfin- 
ished business,  Nos.  2,  3,  4,  5,  and  assignment 
No.  7,  viz.: 

2.  Ordered,  That  the  right  to  borrow  money  for 
New  Charities  Administration  Building,  under 
loan  order  passed  March  2,  1931,  and  approved  by 
the  Mayor  March  3,  1931,  be  limited  to  $285,000 
and  that  the  authorization  to  borrow  in  excess  of 
said  amount  for  said  purpose  be,  and  the  same 
hereby  is,  rescinded. 

On  November  9,  1931,  the  foregoing  order  was 
read  once  and  passed,  yeas  18,  nays  0. 

3.  Ordered,  That  under  the  provisions  of  chap- 
ter 426  of  the  Acts  of  1897,  as  amended  by  chapter 
204  of  the  Acts  of  1908  and  chapter  178  of  the  Acts 
of  1930,  the  sum  of  $100,000  be,  and  hereby  is, 
appropriated,  to  be  expended  under  the  direction 
of  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Works,  for  sewerage 
works,  and  that  to  meet  said  appropriation  the 
City  Treasurer  be  authorized  to  issue,  from  time  to 
time,  upon  request  of  the  Mayor,  bonds  or  certifi- 
cates of  indebtedness  of  the  city  to  said  amount. 

On  November  16,  1931,  the  foregoing  order  was 
read  once  and  passed,  yeas  21,  nays  0. 

4.  Ordered,  That  under  authority  of  chapter 
261  of  the  Acts  of  1893  the  City  Auditor  be,  and 
hereby  is,  authorized  to  transfer: 

From  the  appropriation  for  Central  Library 
Building,  Fireproofing,  Improvements,  etc.,  $8,000, 
to  the  appropriation  for  Branch  Libraries,  Estab- 
lishment of,  $8,000. 

On  November  16,  1931,  the  foregoing  order  was 
read  once  and  passed,  yeas  21,  nays  0. 

5.  Ordered,  That  the  right  to  borrow  money  for 
Morton  Street  Bridge,  under  loan  order  passed 
February  9,   1931,  and  approved  by  the  Mayor 
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March  2, 1931,  be  limited  to  $75,000,  and  that  the 
authorization  to  borrow  in  excess  of  said  amount 
for  said  purpose  be,  and  the  same  hereby  is, 
rescinded. 

Ordered,  That  the  right  to  borrow  money  for 
Shawmut  Avenue  Bridge,  under  loan  order  passed 
February  9,  1931,  and  approved  by  the  Mayor 
March  2,  1931,  be  limited  to  $65,000,  and  that  the 
authorization  to  borrow  in  excess  of  said  amount 
for  said  purpose  be,  and  the  same  hereby  is, 
rescinded. 

Ordered,  That  the  right  to  borrow  money  for 
Albany  Street  Bridge,  under  loan  order  passed, 
June  15,  1931,  and  approved  by  the  Mayor  June 
16,  1931,  be  limited  to  $35,000,  and  that  the 
authorization  to  borrow  in  excess  of  said  amount 
for  said  purpose  be,  and  the  same  hereby  is, 
rescinded. 

On  November  16, 1923,  the  foregoing  orders  were 
read  once  and  passed,  yeas  21,  nays  0. 

7.  Ten  orders  as  printed  in  minutes  of  Novem- 
ber 23  rescinding  loans  and  portions  of  loans  for 
various  hospital  purposes. 

The  several  orders  were  given  their  final  reading 
and  passage,  yeas  19,  nays  0. 


REPORT   OF   COMMITTEE   ON    CLAIMS. 

Coun.  BUSH,  for  the  Committee  on  Claims, 
submitted  the  following: 

Report  on  petition  (referred  April  27,  1931)  of 
Charles  W.  Ring  for  compensation  for  personal 
injuries  and  property  damage  sustained  by  him  in 
assisting  a  police  officer  in  the  discharge  of  his 
duty  on  September  15,  1931, — recommending 
passage  of  following  order: 

Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  three  hundred  dollars 
be  allowed  and  paid  to  Charles  W.  Ring  for  com- 
pensation for  personal  injuries  and  property 
damage  sustained  by  him  in  assisting  a  police 
officer  in  the  discharge  of  his  duty,  said  sum  to  be 
charged  to  the  Reserve  Fund. 

Report  accepted  and  said  order  passed. 


TAX   AMENDMENT   TO   CONSTITUTION. 

Coun.  DOWD  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Legislative 
Affairs  be  instructed  to  file  with  the  incoming 
Legislature  a  bill  providing  for  an  amendment  to 
the  Constitution  of  the  Commonwealth  which  will 
allow  the  assessment  of  income  taxes  on  an 
ascending  scale. 

Coun.  DOWD — Mr.  President,  under  the  state 
law  of  Massachusetts,  the  Income  Department  of 
our  state  cannot  allow  an  ascending  scale  in  the 
taxation  on  incomes,  regardless  of  what  the  size 
of  the  incomes  may  be.  I  contend  that  in  these 
times,  when  70  per  cent  of  the  burden  of  taxes  in 
the  City  of  Boston  is  borne  by  the  real  estate 
owner,  those  who  have  large  incomes  should 
more  fully  share  in  the  burden.  I  feel  that  the 
man  getting  $5,000  a  year  should  pay  an  income 
tax,  but  I  also  contend  that  those  receiving  $10,000, 
$15,000  or  $20,000  should  pay  relatively  more. 
The  income  of  a  man  receiving  $3,000,  $4,000  or 
$5,000  a  year  is  taxed  at  1}  per  cent,  the  same 
amount  being  imposed  on  those  receiving  the 
larger  income,  and  the  same  is  the  case  with  the 
3  per  cent  on  profits  and  the  6  per  cent  on  dividends. 
I  say  that  the  man  receiving  $10,000  and  more 
should  give  more  for  the  upkeep  of  the  city  or 
state  than  the  man  receiving  $3,000,  $4,000  or 
$5,000.  In  order  to  achieve  that  result  we  will 
have  to  have  an  amendment  of  the  Constitution 
of  the  State  of  Massachusetts;  and,  therefore,  in 
order  to  lighten  the  burden  on  real  estate  owners, 
1  believe  the  Legislature  of  Massachusetts  should 
be  petitioned  to  take  steps  to  bring  about  an 
amendment  of  the  Constitution  whereby  those 
receiving  the  large  incomes  should  pay  a  greater 
amount  proportionately  in  taxes  on  their  business 
income,  their  dividends  and  their  profits,  thereby 
helping  out  those  getting  but  $3,000,  $4,000  or 
$5,000  a  year. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


ALTERNATE  PARKING  PLAN. 

Coun.  DOWD  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,    That  the  Boston  Traffic  Commission 
be  requested  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  not 


to  put  into  effect  the  proposed  alternate  parking 
plan  until  such  time  as  a  public  hearing  has  been 
held. 

Coun.  DOWD — Mr  .President,  it  is  not  for  me 
in  my  judgment  or  wisdom  to  say  whether  or  not 
the  Mayor  is  absolutely  correct  in  his  insistence 
on  the  twelve-hour  parking  rule,  or  whether  it 
may  or  may  not  be  in  the  interest  of  the  citizens 
of  Boston,  but  I  do  disagree  with  him  when  he 
says  there  is  an  emergency  existing  at  the  present 
time  which  makes  it  imperative  that  the  twelve- 
hour  alternate  parking  system  should  go  into 
effect  immediately.  Certainly  some  consideration 
should  be  given  to  the  matter  and  a  hearing  should 
be  held  for  our  citizens  who  may  wish  to  express 
their  views.  The  Mayor  and  the  Traffic  Board 
certainly  should  have  some  consideration  for  the 
business  men  of  Boston,  those  who  pay  heavy 
taxes  to  our  city  and  whose  interests  should  be 
seriously  considered  in  a  matter  of  this  kind. 
Apparently,  however,  it  is  intended  to  force  this 
system  on  those  people  whether  they  like  it  or  not, 
without  giving  them  the  privilege,  which  they  are 
supposed  to  be  allowed  within  the  law,  of  a  public 
hearing,  on  the  petition  of  twenty  five  taxpayers 
of  Boston.  That  petition  has  been  presented, 
but  apparently  the  Corporation  Counsel  has  ruled 
the  way  the  Mayor  wants  him  to  rule,  and  says 
that  this  proposed  system  may  go  into  effect  im- 
mediately. I  say  it  is  unfair  for  the  Traffic  Board 
and  is  not  in  accordance  with  justice.  I  do  not 
believe  it  is  right  in  the  Christmas  season,  when 
the  merchants  of  Boston  have  a  chance  for  a  few- 
days  at  the  close  of  the  year,  in  a  time  like  this,  to 
make  up  their  deficit,  for  the  Mayor  to  force  this 
down  their  throats.  I  am  not  saying  whether  it 
is  a  good  or  a  bad  policy,  but  I  absolutely  disagree 
with  the  Mayor  when  he  says  an  emergency 
exists  at  the  present  time,  because  if  it  exists  now 
it  has  existed  for  the  past  year.  I  believe  there 
should  be  a  public  hearing  and  that  we  should 
get  the  opinion  of  the  merchants  before  the  Christ- 
mas season,  instead  of  immediately  cramming  it 
down  their  throats. 

Coun.  WILSON — Mr.  President,  I  disagree  to 
a  certain  extent  with  the  remarks  of  the  councilor 
from  Roxbury  when  he  says  that  there  has  been 
no  change  in  the  situation  fot  the  last  year  or 
more.  I  imagine  one  reason  for  the  emergency  is 
the  recent  decision  of  the  courts  of  the  Common- 
wealth, pointing  out  that  the  system  which  the 
police  have  been  working  under  for  months  will 
not  hold  on  a  showdown,  unless  they  actually  get 
hold  of  the  man  who  parked  the  car.  If  that  is  so, 
the  situation  has  changed  within  the  past  few 
weeks.  It  is  very  apparent,  under  the  recent 
ruling  of  the  court,  that,  until  some  new  method  is 
devised,  there  is  no  way  whereby  the  present 
parking  rules  can  be  enforced.  I  personally  see 
no  objection  to  the  trying  out  of  this  proposed 
plan,  perhaps  only  temporarily.  It  is  perfectly 
evident  that  if  a  rule  is  made  allowing  parking  on 
one  side  of  a  street  at  one  time  and  then  allowing 
parking  on  the  other  side  of  the  street  for  a  definite 
period  of  time,  that  rule  can  be  enforced.  It  is 
just  such  a  rule  as  I  endeavored  to  advocate  a  year 
ago,  when  I  tried  to  point  out  the  impossibility  of 
automobiles  coming  in  over  Dorchester  avenue 
getting  by  electric  cars  by  reason  of  parking  on 
both  sides  of  the  avenue,  and  the  absolute  necessity, 
if  any  progress  was  to  be  made,  of  preventing  park- 
ing on  the  right  side  of  Dorchester  avenue  coming 
in  in  the  morning  and  on  the  right  side  of  Dor- 
chester avenue  going  out  in  the  afternoon.  I  see 
no  objection  to  trying  what  is  admittedly  an  en- 
forceable traffic  rule,  and  I  am  inclined  to  believe 
that  the  Traffic  Commission,  whether  we  believe 
in  them  or  not,  are  as  much  experts  as  the  retail 
merchants  of  Boston,  whose  judgment,  when  their 
own  pocketbooks  are  concerned,  is  not  always  of 
the  best. 

Coun.  CURTIS — Mr.  President,  referring  to 
what  the  colleague  from  Dorchester  has  just  said, 
I  cannot  follow  his  reasoning  showing  why  the 
new  plan  proposed  can  be  enforced  better  than 
the  old.  If  circumstances  make  it  impossible  to 
enforce  the  present  regulations,  how  can  we  get 
better  results  when  it  is  a  question  of  parking  on 
one  side  or  the  other?  The  colleague  may  say 
that  the  fellows  can  be  seen  more  easily,  but  if 
we  cannot  convict  under  the  present  arrangement 
I  don't  see  how  we  can  expect  to  do  any  better 
under  the  proposed  plan. 

Coun.  DOWD^Mr.  President,  if  any  trouble 
existed  a  month  ago — and  I  will  admit  that  it  did 
— it  has  been  dispelled  by  the  ruling  of  the  Cor- 
poration  Counsel  adversely   against   the   courts. 
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Now,  who  has  the  most  jurisdiction  over  traffic, — 
the  Superior  Court  judges  or  the  Corporation 
Counsel?  The  judges  have  ruled  one  way  and 
the  Corporation  Counsel  the  other.  I  have  no 
objection  to  having  the  thing  tried  out,  but  I  see 
no  emergency  in  Boston  at  the  present  time  that 
warrants  the  putting  into  effect  of  this  plan  tem- 
porarily, and  if  it  is  to  be  given  a  trial,  why  can 
there  not  be  a  delay  until  after  the  Christmas 
holidays?  The  merchants  have  said,  "It  is  not 
going  to  help  our  business."  The  Christinas 
period  is  almost  the  only  time  in  the  year  for  some 
of  them,  a  time  when  they  do  50  per  cent  of  their 
entire  business.  Why  shouldn't  the  merchants 
be  given  some  consideration  in  this  matter?  I 
have  no  objection  to  its  being  tried  after  Christ- 
mas. I  wou'd  absolutely  agree  to  that.  But  I 
say  that  there  is  no  emergency  existing  at  this 
time  and  that  we  should  be  governed  by  the  city 
ordinances  in  reference  to  traffic. 

Coun.  WILSON — Mr.  President,  in  reference 
to  the  suggestion  that  it  would  be  just  as  hard  to 
enforce  the  new  rule  as  the  old  rule,  that  is  obvi- 
ously not  so,  because  under  the  rule  that  has  now 
been  set  aside  by  the  courts  you  practically  make 
the  actual  seeing  by  the  policeman  of  the  partic- 
ular offender  a  prerequisite  of  his  being  found 
guilty,  whereas  under  the  twelve-hour  rule  a  man 
when  the  time  expires  automatically  must  move, 
if  he  is  on  the  wrong  side  of  the  street.  It  is  per- 
fectly obvious  to  me  that  it  will  be  much  easier 
to  enforce  the  new  suggested  rule  than  the  old 
rule,  which  has  been  so  much  of  a  bother  to  the 
traffic  officers  and  which  the  Police  Department 
has  found  it  practically  impossible  to  carry  out. 

The  order  was  rejected. 


APPOINTMENT  OF  ADDITIONAL 
FIREMEN. 

Coun.  DOWD  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Fire  Commissioner  be  re- 
quested, through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  appoint 
a  sufficient  number  of  firemen  to  bring  the  Fire 
Department  up  to  full  strength. 

Coun.  DOWD — Mr.  President,  I  noticed  in 
yesterday's  Globe  that  the  depression  is  all  over 
and  that  "General  Depression"  is  going  to  be 
buried  tomorrow.  I  don't  know  where  prosperity 
is.  Probably  the  Mayor  of  Boston  can  tell  us 
where  it  is.  But  I  notice  that  they  are  going  to 
have  a  coffin  and  are  going  to  parade  the  streets 
of  Boston  —  which  is  a  distinct  insult  to  every 
family  in  this  city  who  during  the  last  year  or  the 
last  ten  years  has  been  in  the  position  of  losing 
some  of  its  loved  ones.  The  Mayor  has  seen  fit 
to  order  the  Fire  Department  band  out.  Some- 
body may  say  that  there  will  be  no  expense  to 
that,  but  I  know  that  where  one  hundred  to  one 
hundred  and  fifty  come  out  on  parade  in  this  way 
there  is  an  expense  to  the  citizens  of  Boston. 
Moreover,  I  want  to  call  the  attention  of  the 
Mayor  of  Boston  to  the  fact  that  while  he  is  kid- 
ding the  people,  and  while  he  is  having  this  parade 
with  a  coffin,  the  fire  station  in  Roxbury  —  and  I 
believe  that  is  the  case  with  many  stations  through- 
out the  city  —  will  have  but  two  firemen  to  pro- 
tect the  people  if  a  fire  occurs  in  the  district.  As 
the  depression  is  over,  and  we  are  going  to  bury 
it  tomorrow,  I  think  this  would  be  a  good  time  to 
appoint  one  hundred  and  two  firemen  to  the  Boston 
Fire  Department  and  also  to  appoint  six  hundred 
laborers  to  fill  vacancies  in  the  laboring  forces  of 
this  city.  Incidentally,  I  hope  that  the  Mayor's 
paper  will  tell  the  people  of  Boston  where  they 
will  find  prosperity,  because  certainly  it  is  not 
apparent  at  43  Hawkins  street  or  at  the  Wayfarers' 
Lodge  or  other  such  agencies  in  this  city.  If  it  is 
the  Mayor's  idea,  showing  this  casket  on  a  parade 
through  the  streets  of  Boston,  I  say  that  he  had 
better  attend  to  the  proper  duties  of  a  Mayor  and 
try  to  bring  prosperity  back,  instead  of  kidding 
the  public  in  any  such  manner. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


BRIDGE   OVER   SHIRLEY    GUT, 

Coun.  DOWD  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Penal  institutions  Commis- 
sioner be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor, 
to  make  a  survey  and  report  to  the  City  Council 
upon  the  advisability  of  constructing  a  bridge  over 
Shirley  Gut  to  connect  Deer  Island  with  the 
mainland. 


Coun.  DOWD — Mr.  President,  it  is  rather 
amazing  in  these  days,  when  everything  is  supposed 
to  be  modern  and  efficient,  to  find  that  if  one  wants 
to  reach  Deer  Island  and  approaches  it  from  the 
Winthrop  side  of  the  gut  he  must  be  rowed  across 
in  a  row  boat.  Is  it  also  amazing  that  officials 
entrusted  with  the  expenditure  of  the  city's  money 
have  not  come  to  some  conclusion  in  regard  to  an 
intelligent  plan  which  will  not  only  promote 
efficiency  but  will  save  the  taxpayers'  money. 
The  boat  running  down  to  Deer  Island  costs  one 
third  of  the  entire  maintenance  fund  of  that  insti-  . 
tution,  or  over  $100,000  a  year,  to  maintain.  I 
say  that  a  bridge  could  be  constructed  from  Win- 
throp to  Deer  Island  that  would  carry  traffic  and 
everything  else  that  we  desire  to  send  down  there. 
There  is  a  great  unnecessary  expense  at  the  present 
time  if  we  desire  to  build  on  Deer  Island,  as  30  per 
cent  of  the  cost  of  building  is  in  getting  materials 
to  the  island.  That  has  been  the  situation  in  the 
past  and  is  so  at  the  present  time.  Again,  the 
Master  will  tell  you  that  the  island  is  not  properly 
protected  in  case  of  fire.  The  only  way  to  do  that 
is  by  a  bridge.  If  a  fire  breaks  out  on  Deer  Island 
there  is  no  possible  way  of  saving  the  buildings 
down  there.  I  contend  that  at  least  $50,000  a 
year  would  be  saved  by  the  construction  of  such  a 
bridge.  It  does  not  have  to  be  a  fancy  bridge, 
costing  $100,000  or  $200,000.  A  suitable  bridge 
could  be  erected  for  from  $35,000  to  $50,000,  and 
the  expense  saved  in  connection  with  the  boat 
would  in  one  year  provide  $50,000.  So  I  believe 
we  should  have  such  a  bridge  from  Winthrop  to 
Deer  Island. 

Coun.  BUSH — Mr.  President,  1  have  no  fault  to 
find  with  the  merits  or  demerits  of  the  councilor's 
order,  but  when  he  says  we  can  save  money  on  the 
boat  I  would  call  his  attention  to  the  fact  that  the 
boat  plies  between  the  mainland  and  Long  Island 
as  well,  and  that  we  would  have  to  keep  it  running 
in  order  to  get  to  Long  Island.  I  cannot  see  any 
advantage  in  building  the  proposed  bridge,  except 
in  the  way  of  averting  fire  damage,  unless  he  pro- 
poses to  construct  a  bridge  across  from  Deer 
Island  to  Long  Island,  as  well. 

Coun.  DOWD — Mr.  President,  the  solution  is 
very  easy  in  my  mind.  In  the  first  place,  if  the 
bridge  is  built,  it  will  be  necessary  to  make  only  the 
trip  to  Long  Island  and,  in  the  second  place,  it 
would  be  very  easy  to  get  a  small  yacht  and  have 
it  stationed  at  Deer  Island,  and  if  anybody  was 
desirous  of  going  to  Long  Island  on  an  emergency 
visit,  it  would  then  be  very  easy  to  go  to  Winthrop 
Gut,  cross  the  bridge,  and  go  over  from  Deer 
Island  to  Long  Island  in  the  small  yacht,  and  it 
would  not  cost  anything  like  the  amount  of  money 
that  the  "Hibbard"  costs  at  the  present  time. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


MODERNIZATION    OF    DEER    ISLAND 
STRUCTURES. 

Coun.  DOWD  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Penal  Institutions  Commis- 
sioner be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor, 
to  submit  to  the  City  Council  a  comprehensive 
plan  for  the  modernization  of  the  present  correc- 
tional structures  on  Deer  Island. 

Coun.  DOWD — Mr.  President,  I  see  by  the 
Boston  papers  that  the  Mayor  is  going  to  ask  for 
$35,000,000  to  be  expended  during  the  next  year. 
If  that  is  the  case,  1  believe  we  can  well  afford  to 
spend  some  of  that  money  at  Deer  Island.  I 
was  quite  amazed  and  shocked  in  going  down 
through  the  present  buildings  at  Deer  Island  to 
see  that  the  cells  have  the  old  bucket  system,  and 
the  Deputy  Master  and  Master  tell  me  that  at 
twelve  o'clock  it  is  almost  impossible  to  enter  the 
building,  on  account  of  the  odor.  For  t lie  sum  of 
$90,000  those  500  cells  could  be  equipped  with 
running  water  and  with  up-to-date  toilet  system. 
We  talk  about  horrible  conditions  in  the  Charles- 
town  Prison  and  ask  why  the  state  doesn't  do 
anything  about  it,  when  we  have  those  same 
conditions  at  Deer  Island,  the  inmates  of  which 
are  not  guilty  for  the  most  part  of  felonies  but  of 
misdemeanors.  They  should  not  be  compelled  to 
sleep  in  a  place  where  there  are  five  hundred 
buckets,  and  where  the  stench  is  such  that  the 
Master  admits  that  at  twelve  o'clock  at  night  it 
is  almost  enough  to  drive  you  back  to  Boston. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 
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SAFETY    ISLANDS    ON    NASHUA    STREET. 

Coun.  FITZGERALD  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor, 
to  establish  safety  islands  on  Nashua  street  oppo- 
site Cotting  street,  and  on  Nashua  street  opposite 
Minot  street. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


VALUATION  ON   COMMERCIAL  PARKING 
SPACES. 

Coun.  GREEN  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Board  of  Assessors  be  re- 
quested, through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  set  the 
valuation  upon  commercial  parking  spaces  based 
upon  the  annual  revenue  derived  therefrom. 
Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


CONDITIONS   IN   COMMERCIAL 
EMPLOYMENT   AGENCIES. 

Coun.  GREEN  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,    That   his   Honor    the    Mayor   be   re- 
quested to  call  upon  the  State  Board  of  Labor  and 
Industry  for  an  investigation  of  present  conditions 
in  the  commercial  employment  agencies. 
Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


ADDITIONAL    FACILITIES   AT    DEWEY 
BEACH. 

Coun.  GREEN  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Park  Commission  be  re- 
quested, through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  includ- 
in  the  budget  for  1932  a  sum  sufficient  to  provide 
additional  facilities  at  Dewey  Meaeii,  Charlestown, 
pending  such  time  as  additional  money  is 
available. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


DREDGING    OF   DEWEY    BEACH. 

Coun.  GREEN  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,    That    the    Park    Commission    be  re- 
quested, through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  have 
Dewey  Beach,  Ward  2,  dredged,  in  order  to  pro- 
vide additional  swimming  facilities. 
Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


PROPOSED  ACCEPTANCE  OF  WEST- 
BOURNE  ROAD. 

Coun.  MURRAY  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Board  of  Street  Commis- 
sioners be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the 
Mayor,  to  accept  and  lay  out  Westbourne  road, 
from  Southbourne  road  to  Florence  Street  West, 
Ward  19,  as  a  public  highway. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


WARD  17  IMPROVEMENTS. 
Coun.  WILSON  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  make  a  sidewalk  along  74,  76  78  and  80 
Gallivan  Boulevard,  Ward  17,  in  front  of  the  estates 
bordering  thereon;  said  sidewalk  to  be  from  3  to 
10  inches  above  the  gutter  adjoining,  to  be  from 
5  to  12  feet  in  width,  and  to  be  built  of  artificial 
stone,  with  granite  edgestones,  under  the  provisions 
of  chapter  196  of  the  Special  Acts  of  1917. 

Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  make  a  sidewalk  along  Old  Morton  street, 
both  sides,  from  Morton  street  to  River  street, 
Ward  17,  in  front  of  the  estates  bordering  thereon; 
said  sidewalk  to  be  from  3  to  10  inches  above  the 
gutter  adjoining,  to  be  from  5  to  12  feet  in  width, 
and  to  be  built  of  artificial  stone,  with  granite 
edgestones,  under  the  provisions  of  chapter  196 
of  the  Special  Acts  of  1917. 


Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the 
Mayor,  to  repave  Kenwood  street,  Ward  17,  with 
smooth  paving. 

Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor, 
to  repave  Lyndhurst  street,  Ward  17,  with  smooth 
paving. 

Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the 
Mayor,  to  repave  Moultrie  street,  Ward  17,  with 
smooth  paving. 

Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the 
Mayor,  to  repave  Seaborn  street,  Ward  17,  with 
smooth  paving. 

Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the 
Mayor,  to  repave  Allston  street,  Ward  17,  with 
smooth  paving. 

Severally  passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


ENLARGEMENT  OF  LUCY  STONE  SCHOOL. 

Coun.  WILSON  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  School  Committee  of  the 
City  of  Boston,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  be, 
and  said  Committee  hereby  is,  respectfully  re- 
quested to  make  suitable  plans  for  an  enlargement 
of  the  Lucy  Stone  School  on  Regina  road,  in 
Ward  17,  Dorchester. 

Coun.  WILSON — Mr.  President,  just  a  few 
words  with  reference  to  that  order.  We  have 
heard  quite  a  little  during  the  past  few  weeks  in 
regard  to  the  manner  in  which  the  present  School 
Committee  felt  greatly  upset  because  they  found 
themselves  with  a  piece  of  property  on  Wilder 
street  for  which  they  had  paid  $40,000,  and  they 
were  therefore  very  much  interested  in  placing 
the  new  Dorchester  Girls'  High  School  in  that 
location.  I  have  in  mind  a  location  on  Regina 
road,  in  Dorchester,  for  which  the  School  Com- 
mittee spent  $30,000  or  $40,000,  the  old  Colonial 
Club  of  Dorchester,  for  the  supposed  purpose 
ten  years  ago  of  extending  the  school  for  back- 
ward children  located  there.  In  1923  there  were 
fifty  backward  pupils  in  the  so-called  Lucy  Stone 
School.  During  the  last  year,  in  a  period  of  less 
than  ten  years,  the  number  has  trebled.  Beside 
that  little  building  known  as  the  Lucy  Stone 
School  for  Backward  Children  there  are  three 
portables.  The  rooms  are  14  by  17,  with  eighteen 
or  more  pupils  in  each  room.  Bearing  in  mind 
the  fact  that  these  children  are  backward,  many 
of  them  with  nervous  troubles,  it  is  surprising  to 
know  that  they  are  packed  in  any  such  way  in 
rooms  14  by  17;  that  they  are  forced  to  sit  within 
3  or  4  inches  of  each  other  in  the  classrooms,  ner- 
vous as  they  are;  that  there  is  absolutely  no 
room  for  the  physical  exercises  that  one  would 
consider  necessary  for  children  in  ill  health;  and 
medical  testimony  will  substantiate  the  fact  that, 
under  the  circumstances,  that  Lucy  Stone  School 
is  one  of  the  worst  possible  places  for  children  of 
this  kind.  Therefore,  if  the  School  Committee 
has  in  mind  the  importance  of  building  on  land 
already  owned  by  the  city,  it  would  seem  as  though, 
in  the  case  of  that  Lucy  Stone  School,  after  the 
expenditure  which  has  been  made  for  land,  some 
steps  should  be  taken  so  that  the  school  will  meet 
the  necessary  physical  requirements  for  the  children 
already  there,  such  accommodations  as  would  be 
provided  in  any  civilized  community  in  the  Com- 
monwealth. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


MOTHERS'    REST,   WELLINGTON   HILL 
SECTION. 

Coun.  RUBY  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  thirty-five  thousand 
dollars  be,  and  the  same  hereby  is,  appropriated, 
to  be  expended  under  the  direction  of  the  Park 
Commission,  for  a  mothers'  rest  in  the  Wellington 
Hill  section  of  Ward  14,  and  that  to  meet  such  ex- 
pense the  City  Treasurer  be  authorized  to  issue, 
from  time  to  time,  at  the  request  of  the  Mayor, 
bonds  or  certificates  of  indebtedness  of  the  city  to 
said  amount. 

Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 


NOVEMBER    30,    1931. 
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$920,000   FOR   HIGH   SCHOOL 
CONSTRUCTION. 

On  motion  of  Coun.  RUBY,  the  Council  took 
from  the  table  No.  8,  viz.: 

8.  Ordered,  That  under  the  provisions  of  chap- 
ter 247  of  the  Acts  of  1931,  the  sum  of  $920,000  be, 
and  hereby  is,  appropriated  for  high  school  con- 
struction and  certain  other  purposes,  and  that  to 
meet  said  appropriation  the  City  Treasurer  be 
authorized  to  issue,  from  time  to  time,  upon  the 
request  of  the  Mayor,  bonds  or  certificates  of 
indebtedness  of  the  city  to  said  amount,  the  same 
to  be  issued  outside  the  limit  of  indebtedness. 

The  question  came  on  the  passage  of  the  order. 

Coun.  KELLY — Mr.  President,  I  understand 
that  before  the. meeting  started  there  was  quite  an 
interview  given  by  his  Honor  the  Mayor  to  my 
colleagues,  in  his  office,  and  that  my  colleagues 
were  promised  and  have  the  assurance  of  the 
School  Committee  that  if  they  pass  this  order 
today  the  central  part  of  Dorchester  may  get  a 
girls'  high  school  next  year.  Accordingly,  the 
Mayor  has  asked  every  member  of  the  Council  to 
vote  for  this  particular  order.  But  let  me  call 
some  facts  to  the  attention  of  the  members  of  this 
Council.  The  Mayor  of  the  City  of  Boston, 
two  years  ago,  when  he  was  a  candidate  for  the 
office  of  Mayor,  came  into  Ward  15,  and  I  think 
into  some  other  wards,  and  then  promised  certain 
improvements,  which  promises  he  has  not  kept  to 
date.  So,  in  starting  out,  I  ask  you  to  pay  no 
attention  to  any  of  the  false  promises  on  the  part 
of  the  Mayor  of  Boston.  He  would  not  dare  to 
attempt  to  make  any  such  promise  to  me,  Councilor 
Dowd  or  Councilor  Norton,  because  we  would 
soon  tell  him  what  his  promise  was  worth.  On 
November  16  the  Boston  City  Council  stood  by 
the  200,000  people  of  Dorchester,  giving  twelve 
votes  against  the  proposed  injustice  of  placing 
the  girls'  high  school  on  the  border  line  of  Dorches- 
ter and  Roxbury,  where  we  have  the  Grove  Hall 
site.  The  people  of  Dorchester  and  the  civic 
organizations  appreciated  what  the  twelve  members 
of  the  City  Council  did  for  them  on  that  occasion, 
so  much  so  that  the  thirteen  different  civic  organi- 
zations, comprising  all  the  civic  organizations  of 
Dorchester,  sent  letters  of  thanks  to  each  and 
every  member  of  those  twelve.  But,  lo  and 
behold,  last  Monday  we  saw  the  same  order  come 
in  that  we  had  ignominiously  defeated  by  twelve 
votes,  although  we  needed  only  eight.  That 
order  came  back  from  the  Mayor's  office  to  the 
Council,  the  reason  for  its  reintroduction  by  the 
Mayor  being  stated  by  him  to  be  that  he  had 
received  two  letters,  one  from  the  Building  Trades 
Council,  a  labor  organization  of  Boston  and 
vicinity.  It  is  fair  for  us  to  presume  today  that 
we  will  have  twelve  votes  against  this  order;  that 
the  people  of  Dorchester  will  have  the  same 
twelve  votes  in  their  interest  today.  I  do,  how- 
ever, wish  to  give  sufficient  data,  if  I  can,  to  show- 
that  the  two  men  who  signed  these  communications 
to  the  twelve  members  on  union  stationery  were 
not  sincere  and  did  not  represent  the  unions  of 
Boston.  First. of  all,  in  discussing  them  I  must 
only  mention  two  different  names.  I  must  only 
bring  into  this  those  who  saw  fit  to  inject  them- 
selves into  the  Dorchester  controversy.  The 
first  will  be  the  Secretary-Treasurer  of  the  Building 
Trades  Council — not  of  Boston,  but  of  Boston  and 
vicinity — who  sent  to  every  member  of  the  City 
Council,  under  date  of  November  20,  a  letter 
calling  for  reconsideration  of  the  order  we  had 
rejected  with  our  eyes  open  just  a  week  before, 
with  twelve  votes.  We  saw  the  gentleman  who 
signs  his  name  "E.  A.  Johnson,"  Secretary- 
Treasurer,  appear  before  us  in  executive  session 
and  there  attempt  to  use  the  whip  of  the  union 
on  the  heads  of  men  who  saw  fit  to  do  their  duty 
here  and  to  vote  for  the  200,000  taxpayers  of 
Dorchester.  Let  us  see  if  Mr.  E.  A.  Johnson 
was  sincere  in  his  attempt.  If  he  was  sincere 
and  if  he  represents  the  labor  organizations  in 
Boston,  then  I  say  it  is  all  right  for  the  twelve 
members  who  voted  with  me  two  weeks  ago  to 
change  their  votes.  But  let  me  see  what  happens. 
Mr.  E.  A.  Johnson — I  understand  that  is  the  way 

he  signs  his  name  in  recent  times 1   think  it 

may  be  interesting  to  know  who  E.  A.  Johnson, 
Secretary-Treasurer  of  the  Building  Trades 
Council,  is,  because  if  he  isn't  a  man  of  repute,  a 
man  who  can  be  depended  upon  to  go  through 
for  the  members  of  his  labor  organization,  then 
we  should  pay  no  attention  to  him.  As  long  as 
Mr.  E.  A.  Johnson  has  interjected  himself  into 
the  case,  it  becomes  necessary  for  me  to  go  care- 


fully into  his  record.  First  of  all,  I  wanted  to 
know  why  the  man  continually  signed  himself 
"E.  A.  Johnson,"  and  never  gave  his  first  name  . 
And  so  I  went  into  some  of  the  records  that  were 
available,  and  I  find  that  his  correct  name  is 
Ernest  A.  Johnson,  and  that  seven  years  ago  Mr. 
Ernest  A.  Johnson  graduated  from  the  Concord 
Reformatory  in  Massachusetts,  that  he  was  up 
for  assault  and  battery  and  robbery  of  an  old  lady, 
and  that  he  spent  time  at  the  Concord  Reforma- 
tory, where  he  was  known  to  his  brother  associates 
under  the  name  of  "Mickey."  Now  we  find  that 
Mr.  E.  A.  Johnson  holds  down  the  position  of 
Secretary-Treasurer  of  the  labor  union,  the  Build- 
ing Trades  Council  of  Boston  and  Vicinity,  and 
that  in  that  position  he  receives  the  magnificent 
sum  of  $90  per  week.  We  find  that  Mr.  E.  A. 
Johnson — and  this  is  very  relevant  as  showing 
the  type  of  man  E.  A.  Johnson  is — until  the  year 
1928  was  a  registered  Democrat,  and  in  the  year 
1928  he  openly  declared  in  labor  sessions  in  Boston 
that  he  was  for  Herbert  Hoover  and  that  since 
then  he  has  been  a  nominal  Republican.     We  find 

that  on  October  9 

Coun.  WILSON — Mr.  President,  may  I  ask  the 
gentleman  a  question? 

President     McGRATH — Does     the     councilor 
yield? 

Coun.  KELLY— No,  I  won't.  We  find  that 
October  9  of  1929  Mr.  E.  A.  Johnson  sold  out  the 
interests  of  his  people  that  he  is  supposed  to  repre- 
sent, and  for  his  betrayal  of  his  party  in  1928  was 
appointed  by  Governor  Allen  to  serve  as  trustee 
of  the  Boston  Elevated  Railway  for  ten  years, 
at  the  magnificent  sum  of  $5,000  per  year, — in 
other  words,  a  grand  total  for  ten  years  of  $50,000, 
to  go  with  $5,000  as  Secretary-Treasurer  of  the 
Building  Trades  Council.  We  find  that  when 
this  letter  was  drawn  up  to  be  sent  to  the  Council 
there  were  but  thirteen  members  of  the  Building 
Trades  Council  of  Boston  and  Vicinity  present, 
although  they  claim  to  represent  50,000  or  60,000 
members.  I  have  interviewed  different  members 
from  Dorchester  .of  this  Trades  Council,  and 
they  have  resented  Mr.  E.  A.  Johnson  interfering 
with  the  taxpayers  of  Boston  and  interfering  with 
the  duties  of  and  trying  to  put  the  whip  on  twelve 
members  of  this  body  who  voted  against  this  site 
under  the  guise  of  saying  that  they  are  not  friends 
of  the  union.  The  members  of  the  union  resent 
that,  and  especially  so  when  they  found  out  that 
only  thirteen  members  were  present  at  the  meet- 
ing. Let  me  show  you  what  E.  A.  Johnson  did 
when  lie  got  through  with  the  Building  Trades 
Council.  He  was  also  a  member  of  tiie  Boston 
Central  Labor  Union.  He  then  went  over  there — 
and  let  him  deny  it  if  he  can — and  introduced  a 
resolution,  which  all  the  members  of  the  Council 
received  before  last  week's  meeting,  calling  upon 
them  to  send  a  request  to  each  member  of  the  City 
Council  asking  him  to  reconsider  his  vote.  Ordi- 
narily, such  a  resolution  is  referred  to  a  resolutions 
committee,  but  Mr.  E.  A.  Johnson — and  I  don't 
know  why  lie  did  it — tried  to  show  to  the  fifty 
delegates  who  were  present  that  the  twelve  mem- 
bers of  the  Council  who  voted  against  this  site, 
and  rightly  so,  were  against  organized  labor  and 
did  not  intend  to  have  the  school  building  erected 
at  all.  Therefore,  the  fifty  delegates  who  were 
present — although  there  are  550  delegates  in  the 
Boston  Central  Labor  Union,  claiming  to  represent 
80,000  union  men — under  suspension  of  their  rule, 
allowed  this  letter  to  be  sent  to  us.  I  have  dis- 
cussed the  letter  witli  different  legitimate  and 
worthy  members  of  the  Boston  Central  Labor 
Union,  and  they  also  resent  Mr.  E.  A.  Johnson's 
action  in  going  to  their  board  in  this  manner  and 
having  these  letters  sent  as  representing  the  atti- 
tude of  tiie  members  of  the  labor  unions  towards 
the  members  of  the  City  Council.  I  say  it  is  very 
unfair  on  Mr.  Johnson's  part  to  come  here  as  a 
trustee  of  the  Boston  Elevated,  when  the  poor 
children  of  Dorchester,  if  this  high  school  is 
located  on  the  Wilder  street  lot,  necessarily  will 
have  to  pay  $40,000  in  carfares  to  the  Boston  Ele- 
vated to  reach  the  high  school  at  Grove  Hall.  I 
say  it  is  very  unfair  for  him  to  come  here  as  a  trus- 
tee of  the  Boston  Elevated,  one  of  the  five  trustees 
who  have  exclusive  control  over  raising  or  lowering 
Fares,  together  with  the  issuance  of  stock  and  every- 
thing else  that  goes  with  it,  and  ask  us  to  change 
'■in  votes  in  order  that  the  mothers  and  fathers 
<>f  Dorchester  may  enrich  the  Boston  Elevated  to 
the  extent  of  $40,000.  The  Boston  American  on 
Saturday  called  attention  on  page  li  to  the  fact 
that  they  blamed  an  L  official  (or  the  delay  in  the 
City  Council,  and  that  is  the  unanimous  opinion 
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of  the  people  and  the  organizations  in  Dorchester 
in  regard  to  this  traitor,  and  1  call  him  a  traitor. 
Last  week  I  called  him  a  common  fakir,  and  today 
in  my  statement  1  believe  1  have  proved  that  he  is 
doing  nothing  more  with  his  office  of  Secretary- 
Treasurer  of  this  labor  union  than  selling  out  the 
union  men  to  the  corporations.  I  submit  that 
he  cannot  serve  two  masters.  He  cannot  serve 
the  labor  people  and  serve  the  Boston  Elevated. 
When  you  bear  in  mind  that  the  Boston  Elevated — 
not  the  government,  but  the  Boston  Elevated — 
pays  him  $5,000  per  year,  it  is  evident  that  he 
must  be  selling  out  the  union  people,  and  that 
is  what  he  has  been  proceeding  to  do.  A  year  ago 
he  tried  to  get  the  Boston  Central  Labor  Union  on 
record  as  favoring  William  M.  Butler's  candidacy 
against  that  of  present  United  States  Senator 
Coolidge.  He  was  caught  in  that  by  members  of 
his  own  organization.  He  furthermore  introduced 
an  order  last  year  asking  that  the  Central  Labor 
Union  withdraw  a  petition  filed  for  a  legislative 
investigation  of  the  policies  of  the  New  England 
Telephone  and  Telegraph  Company.  Picture  it — 
this  man,  E.  A.  .Johnson,  head  of  the  Building 
Trades  Council  of  Boston,  introducing  an  order 
last  year  to  that  effect,  when  we  had  good  reason 
to  believe  that  things  were  not  as  they  should  be 
and  that  we  could  have  lower  rates  from  the  tele- 
phone company  and  that  there  didn't  have  to  be 
any  cutting  of  wages  or  laying  off  of  employees; 
and  this  E.  A.  Johnson  came  into  a  labor  meeting 
of  the  Central  Labor  Union  and  asked  that  this 
particular  petition  to  the  Legislature  be  with- 
drawn. But  Mr.  E.  A.  Johnson — and  let  me  make 
this  clear  to  you,  my  friends  and  colleagues — was 
repudiated  by  his  own  members  and  his  order 
was  overwhelmingly  lost.  That  is  what  the  mem- 
bers of  the  union  which  Mr.  E.  A.  Johnson  has 
double-crossed  think  of  him.  You  all  heard  me 
ask  questions  of  Mr.  E.  A.  Johnson.  T  call  him 
"Mickey"  Johnson,  his  old  Concord  Reformatory 
name.  You  all  heard  me  ask  him  in  executive 
session,  "Mr.  Johnson,  do  you  remember  just  the 
number  of  union  men  who  are  citizens  of  Boston?" 
You  heard  him  say,  "No,"  and  he  represents  the 
union  and  the  Building  Trades  Council,  taking  in 
many  people  besides  people  of  Boston.  We  know 
that  Mr.  E.  A.  Johnson  is  not  sincere, — so  much  so 
that  I  think  I  ought  to  call  another  instance  to 
your  attention.  Before  he  left  the  building  last 
week,  I  had  occasion — because  he  told  me  what  a 
wonderful  union  man  he  was,  and  I  have  always 
been  a  friend  of  union  men — to  pick  up  E.  A.  John- 
son's hat,  and  I  looked  there  for  the  union  label; 
and,  behold,  this  common  labor  fakir  had  no  union 
label  in  his  hat.  I  then  picked  up  his  coat, 
because  I  couldn't  picture  a  labor  fakir  even  as 
bad  as  he  was  not  buying  a  union  coat;  and, 
lo  and  behold,  there  was  no  union  label  on  Mr. 
E.  A.  Johnson's  coat.  And  then  perhaps  you 
wonder  why  I  call  him  a  common  fakir?  Last 
Tuesday  morning  a  statement  was  made  in  one 
of  the  papers — and  I  will  not  name  the  paper  right 
now — that  Kelly  opposed  this  order, — yes,  I  am 
proud  to  say  he  did, — and  that  he  said  in  his 
remarks  that  he  did  not  intend  to  be  bulldozed 
into  voting  for  the  school  loan  by  the  labor  organi- 
zations. Now,  I  wish  I  might  be  quoted  cor- 
rectly by  the  Boston  newspapers,  without  naming 
any  particular  one.  I  said,  as  the  record  shows, 
that  I  did  not  intend  to  be  bulldozed  by  any 
traitor  who  was  supposed  to  be  the  leader  of  a 
labor  organization,  and  if  I  had  been  quoted  as 
saying  that  I  would  have  been  correctly  quoted. 
I  listen  to  the  dictates  of  the  workingmen.  Why 
shouldn't  I?  But  I  pay  no  attention  to  labor 
fakirs  who  use  their  office  to  betray  the  poor 
union  men  who  are  trying  day  in  and  day  out  to 
get  employment.  I  do  not  listen  to  those  fakirs, 
and  I  hope  tomorrow  that  paper  will  be  fair  enough 
to  me  to  quote  me  as  saying  that  I  do  not  intend 
to  be  bulldozed  by  the  fakirs  who  misuse  their 
offices  in  labor  organizations.  In  that  way  I  trust 
that  they  will  retract  in  as  nice  a  way  as  possible 
the  injustice  they  did  to  me  a  week  ago  tomorrow. 
I  might  say  lots  of  other  things  in  regard  to  this 
high  school  being  placed  on  this  Wilder  street 
lot.  The  city  has  approximately  100,000  feet  at 
the  Wilder  street  location.  I  don't  know  whether 
the  members  of  the  Council  know,  but  I  know  the 
district  fairly  well.  It  is  surrounded  by  five 
garages,  this  particular  spot,  and  on  one  side  there 
are  two  six-family  houses  four  or  five  years  of  age, 
on  Washington  road,  and  on  the  corner  of  Wash- 
ington road  and  Washington  street  there  are  six 
stores,  and  I  understand  that  there  is  only  one 
of  those  stores,  although  there  are  four  of  them  let 


and  two  idle,  that  is  paying  rent,  so  bad  is  the 
business  at  that  particular  part.  We  all  know 
that  the  School  Committee  will  need  over  200,000 
square  feet  of  land  to  build  a  suitable  high  school 
at  that  particular  spot.  I  am  convinced — and  I 
believe  any  member  of  the  Boston  City  Council 
who  knows  about  the  locality  is  aware — that  two 
six-decker  homes  are  to  be  taken  by  the  School 
Committee  in  the  very  near  future,  buildings 
where  the  flats  have  been  idle,  along  with  this 
block  of  six  stores,  only  one  of  which  is  paying 
rent,  and  that  is  the  place  of  the  Chinaman  there . 
Peculiar  as  it  seems,  I  think  I  am  informed  cor- 
rectly, the  Chinaman  is  the  only  one  who  is  paying 
rent.  And  bo  I  say  there  is  a  plot  afoot  to  take 
this  additional  property  in  the  near  future,  be- 
cause it  cannot  be  avoided,  if  this  site  is  to  be 
used  for  a  school.  That  is  going  to  come  out 
sooner  or  later.  So  I  hope  no  one  of  those  twelve 
members  who  voted  against  that  sort  of  thing  will 
change  his  vote  and  thereby  encourage  this  land 
grab  that  is  about  to  be  pulled  off.  The  thirteen 
local  organizations  of  Dorchester  are  unanimous 
that  that  location  is  not  a  central  spot  in  Dor- 
chester. They  are  unanimously  against  it,  and 
when  they  are  unanimously  against  it,  it  is  high 
time  for  the  twenty-two  city  fathers  to  take  judi- 
cial notice  of  the  situation  and  act  accordingly. 
They  are  against  it  because  it  is  not  a  central  loca- 
tion, they  are  against  it  because  the  children  of 
Dorchester  will  have  to  cross  one  of  the  busiest 
thoroughfares  in  the  entire  city,  taking  their  lives 
in  their  hands  in  order  to  reach  this  distant  spot, 
just  on  the  border  of  Dorchester.  They  are 
against  it  because  of  its  being  surrounded  by  gar- 
ages and  factories.  They  believe  it  has  not  the 
proper  environment  for  the  future  mothers  of 
Dorchester.  They  are  against  it  because  it  will 
enrich  the  Boston  Elevated,  and  because  they  have 
seen  the  hand  of  the  Boston  Elevated  in  this 
particular  movement  to  bulldoze  the  members  into 
changing  their  vote.  Saturday  evening  we  had  a 
protest  meeting,  got  together  upon  a  few  days' 
notice,  and  had  1,200  mothers  and  fathers  of  high 
school  children  present  at  the  meeting;  and  if  you 
do  not  believe  me  you  can  read  the  Boston  Post, 
the  Boston  American  or  the  Boston  Globe,  which 
will  tell  you  about  the  numbers  they  had  there. 
They  were  unanimous  in  their  objection  to  the 
Grove  Hall  site,  and  demanded  action,  and  the 
only  ones  they  can  get  action  from  are  the  twenty- 
two  members  of  the  City  Council.  We  know 
that  if  we  reject  this  order  today,  if  the  eight 
members  who  stood  for  the  200,000  people  of  Dor- 
chester remain  loyal,  that  will  settle  the  matter, 
and  in  remaining  loyal  to  your  previous  vote  you 
will  be  loyal  to  the  real  union  men  also,  the  rank 
and  file  and  not  the  labor  fakirs  and  land  grabbers. 
I  hope  there  are  eight  members  here  today  who  will 
remain  loyal  to  those  people,  after  hearing  about 
this  protest  meeting,  and  knowing  the  conditions 
that  exist  in  Dorchester.  I  also  want  to  call  the 
Council's  attention  to  the  fact  that  E.  A.  Johnson, 
if  he  follows  the  affairs  of  the  City  of  Boston 
closely,  would  know  that  this  order  has  been 
before  the  Council  for  a  considerable  time,  that 
on  the  16th  day  of  November  we  voted  against  it, 
and  if  he  had  any  legitimate  reason  for  our  not 
voting  as  we  did  in  regard  to  the  Wilder  street 
site,  why  didn't  be  bring  it  to  our  attention  some 
time  before  then?  Why  does  he  attempt  to  make 
the  twelve  members  of  the  City  Council  ridiculous, 
and  why  does  the  Mayor  of  Boston  ask  the  mem- 
bers of  this  Council  to  go  through,  to  follow  him, 
on  this  Wilder  street  land  deal?  I  wonder  if  this 
property,  this  trusteed  or  mortgaged  property  on 
Washington  road  or  Washington  street,  in  the 
name  of  different  members  of  the  Barron  family, 
has  anything  to  do  with  the  Mayor's  brother,  John 
Curley,  the  land  grabber?  'I  wonder  if  there  is 
a  connection  there,  or  whether  there  will  not  be 
very  shortly?  So,  in  closing,  I  am  just  going  to 
ask  you,  for  the  above  stated  reasons,  to  be  con- 
sistent with  your  vote  of  two  weeks  ago.  Any 
original  member  of  the  twelve  who  voted  as  they 
did  that  day  should  at  least  give  a  legitimate  rea- 
son for  changing  his  vote,  if  he  proposes  to  do  so. 
If  you  change  your  votes  I  don't  care  what  idle 
excuses  you  may  make  on  the  floor,  I  will  know 
you  have  been  whipped  into  line  today,  for  the 
reason  that  we  had  to  wait  until  after  three  o'clock 
before  starting  this  meeting  so  that  you  could 
attend  that  conference.  Nevertheless,  I  hope 
you  will  stand  firm,  because  if  you  do  not,  if  you 
ever  aspire  to  public  office,  city  wide  or  county 
wide,  I  will  deem  it  my  privilege  and  my  duty  to 
the  people  to  take  the  stump  in  Dorchester,  and 
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they  will  repudiate  any  man  who  so  lacks  courage' 
because  of  the  promises  made  or  the  threats  made 
up  to  three  o'clock,  as  to  change  his  vote. 

Coun.  WILSON — Mr.  President,  I  am  not 
going  to  ask  any  of  the  boys  to  disrobe  so  that  I 
can  look  and  see  whether  they  possibly  have 
union  labels  on  their  clothing,  but  there  was  one 
question  that  I  desired  to  ask  when  the  gentleman 
refused  to  yield.  I  was  interested  in  one  part  of 
the  long  address  that  the  gentleman  made,  and  I 
would  ask  if  it  was  when  Mr.  Johnson  was  in 
Concord  or  after  he  had  been  released  and  re- 
formed that  he  changed  his  party  designation? 
(Laughter.) 

Coun.  KELLY — Mr.  President,  I  might  say  in 
answer  to  that  that  Mr.  Johnson  did  reform  when 
he  left  Concord,  and  I  think  stayed  reformed 
until  1928,  when  he  joined  the  Republican  party. 
(Laughter.) 

Coun.  WILSON — Mr.  President,  with  reference 
to  the  trip  to  the  Mayor's  office,  I  am  very  frank 
to  admit  that  I  am  one  of  the  members  of  the 
Council  who  was  present  at  that  meeting,  going 
there  believing  that  I  did  not  know  all  there  was 
to  be  known  in  the  world  and  trusting  that  I 
might  perhaps  learn  a  little  something  additional. 
And  I  don't  think  it  is  quite  fair  to  characterize 
this  particular  Wilder  street  lot  as  a  land  grab,  for 
the  reason  that  I  understand  the  land  was  grabbed 
or  bought  long  years  ago.  Despite  the  fact  that  it 
has  been  made  rather  hard  for  me  to  vote  today 
as  I  did  several  weeks  ago,  and  which  I  now  in- 
tend to  do,  I  do  feel,  in  fairness  to  other  members 
of  the  Council  and  to  the  people  of  Dorchester  who 
will  be  represented  by  others  after  I  have  left, 
that  in  what  occurred  in  the  Mayor's  office  —  and 
I  wish  to  make  this  a  matter  of  record  —  there  was 
no  threatening,  but  that  there  was  an  effort, 
which  appeared  to  me  a  fair  effort,  on  the  Mayor's 
part  to  point  out  a  disagreeable  situation,  and  to 
try  to  straighten  it  out, —  and  it  was  a  situation 
that  apparently  had  nothing  to  do  with  real 
estate  operators.  An  effort  was  made,  and  I 
think  successfully,  to  commit  the  members  of  the 
School  Committee  to  a  program  under  which  only 
about  half  the  appropriated  amount,  or  about 
$420,000,  would  be  used  to  take  care  of  the  over- 
flow at  the  present  school,  and  the  members  of 
the  Council  were  given  assurance  that  the  Legis- 
lature would  be  asked  to  change  their  minds,  so 
that  $500,000,  the  remaining  amount,  could  be 
used,  with  an  additional  appropriation  to  be 
allowed  for  the  purpose,  for  a  more  centrally 
located  high  school  for  girls  in  Dorchester.  There- 
fore, I  caution  members  of  the  Council  in  these 
last  days  of  my  membership  of  the  body  to  bear 
that  in  mind,  to  remember  that  agreement  between 
yourselves  and  the  School  Committee  a  little  later 
on,  when  I  personally  shall  not  be  here.  How- 
ever, despite  the  fact  that  it  is  very  hard  for  me 
to  take  this  attitude  because  of  that  assurance,  I 
shall  vote  today  exactly  as  I  did  two  weeks  ago, 
against  the  Wilder  street  site.  (Applause  from 
the  gallery.) 

President  McGRATH — Those  in  the  gallery  are 
warned  that  there  must  be  no  demonstration. 

Coun.  FISH — Mr.  President,  I  am  going  to  ask 
for  a  postponement  of  this  matter  until  such  time 
as  the  thirteen  Dorchester  organizations  will  have 
an  opportunity  to  get  together. 
The  motion  to  postpone  was  lost. 
Coun.  COX — Mr.  President,  as  one  of  the 
members  who  voted  some  two  weeks  ago  against 
the  Wilder  street  proposition,  I  attended  a  con- 
ference in  the  Mayor's  office  today  and  wish 
now  to  say  that  there  was  not  in  any  sense  an 
effort  put  forth  on  the  part  of  the  Mayor  to 
influence  my  vote  or  any  vote  of  any  councilor 
there.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  the  Mayor  prefaced 
his  remarks  by  saying  that  he  was  not  gravely 
concerned  as  to  how  any  member  of  the  Coun- 
cil would  vote  on  the  matter.  It  is  the  first 
time  since  I  have  been  in  the  Council  when  any 
councilor  from  a  district  apparently  opposed 
an  additional  improvement  in  his  district.  The 
agreement  that  was  reached  there  today  between 
the  Mayor,  the  Council  and  certain  members 
of  the  School  Committee  was  that  the  Wilder 
street  site  would  be  used  merely  to  take  care  of 
the  overflow  of  the  Roxbury  Memorial  High 
School  and  the  Girls'  High  School  on  Newton 
street,  $400,000  or  $500,000  being  spent  on  Wilder 
street  and  the  balance  of  the  money  to  be  spent, 
with  an  addition  to  be  asked  for  from  the  Legis- 
lature, for  a  real  girls'  high  school  for  Dorches- 
ter. To  me — end  I  feel  that  I  am  open  and 
fairminded— the    proposition    was    handled    in    a 


most  excellent  and  fair  way.  I  don't  think  it 
is  fair  to  accuse  anybody  of  being  mixed  up  in 
any  land  deal,  especially  since  this  land  on  Wilder 
street  has  now  been  owned  for  a  number  of  years 
by  the  City  of  Boston.  In  addition  to  that, 
I  understand  that  plans  for  a  schoolhouse  on 
that  particular  site  are  now  ready.  So  there 
is  no  question  and  certainly  will  not  be  any  ques- 
tion, if  a  twenty-room  school  is  built  there,  of 
any  taking  of  six-family  apartment  houses  or 
of  other  property.  I  don't  think  it  is  fair  to 
make  all  these  charges.  It  may  seem  to  some 
good  politics,  but  I  don't  think  we  should  be 
stood  up  here  and  fired  at.  Certainly  in  the 
last  two  years,  during  my  membership  in  the  body, 
I  have  been  open  and  fair  on  every  project  that 
has  come  before  us.  I  don't  care  to  bring  up 
any  man's  past.  I  would  not  care  to  have  my 
own  brought  up, — perhaps  it  isn't  any  too  clean. 
But  I  do  wish  to  say  that  by  my  action  here 
today  I  trust  that  I  will  be  helping  Dorchester 
to  get  a  real  high  school. 

Coun.  BUSH — Mr.  President,  as  one  of  the 
councilors  who  voted  for  the  passage  of  this  order 
at  a  previous  meeting,  and  who  has  no  ulterior 
motive  either  way  in  voting  for  or  against  the 
order,  as  the  school  will  not  be  built  in  my  district 
or  even  closely  adjacent  to  it,  I  would  like  to  say 
this.  The  Legislature  gave  us  authority  to 
borrow  this  money  outside  of  the  debt  limit 
under  a  program  inaugurated  by  the  School 
Committee,  and  required  as  the  final  test  ac- 
ceptance of  the  act  by  January  31  of  this  year. 
The  Council,  in  accordance  with  that  act,  will 
have  another  two  years  in  which  to  pass  the 
loan  orders,  but  the  School  Committee  after  the 
31st  of  December  will  be  unable  to  change  to 
any  other  site.  If  any  change  is  going  to  be 
made  in  the  site,  it  must  be  made  by  the  School 
Committee  before  the  31st  day  of  December. 
The  School  Committee  feel,  naturally,  as  a  mat- 
ter of  pride,  that  after  having  once  accepted 
a  site  they  would  not  be  willing  to  change  now 
to  another  site.  They  have  owned  that  land 
for  a  period  of  over  two  years.  There  is  no 
necessity  for  purchasing  any  other  land.  The 
site  is  not  a  bad  one  from  any  point  of  view.  It 
offers  facilities  for  transportation  to  the  land 
and  is  large  enough  and  available  for  the  pur- 
pose. I  understand  that  the  thirteen  so  called 
civic  bodies  of  the  Dorchester  district  have  in- 
dorsed another  site,  which  I  understand  is  at 
the  corner  of  Geneva  avenue  and  Bowdoin  street, 
which  is  practically  all  ledge.  I  will  not  go 
into  the  merits  of  the  question  whether  it  will 
cost  a  great  deal  more  money  to  blast  the  ledge 
and  to  erect  foundations  for  a  schoolhouse  on 
that  site,  or  whether  that  can  be  done  for  a  reason- 
able sum  of  money.  There  is  no  question  that 
it  can  be  done,  even  though  it  may  cost  a  little 
more  money.  But,  as  far  as  the  availability 
of  the  site  is  concerned,  it  means  that  if  the  city 
is  to  build  on  that  site  it  must  go  out  and  buy 
additional  land,  which  means  an  additional 
expense  aside  from  the  fact  that  the  rock  must 
be  blasted  out  for  the  foundations.  But  even 
laying  that  to  one  side,  the  fact  is  that  that  par- 
ticular site  is  only  a  ten-minute  walk  from  the 
present  site  on  Wilder  street.  There  is  a  further 
contention  that  the  Meeting  House  Hill  section 
is  only  a  stone's  throw  from  either  one  of  the 
sites  and  that  if  a  schoolhouse  is  going  to  be 
built  to  adequately  serve  the  Dorchester  district 
it  ought  to  be  constructed  farther  out,  nearer 
the  Savin  Hill  section,  which  would  still  be  out 
of  it,  as  far  as  the  site  of  a  schoolhouse  is  con- 
cerned, even  were  the  schoolhouse  built  on  the 
site  indorsed  by  the  thirteen  civic  bodies.  So 
it  would  seem  that  the  site  they  have  indorsed 
would  not  be  much  better,  if  at  all,  than  the 
present  site,  as  far  as  adequately  serving  the 
district  is  concerned.  Now,  here  we  have  the 
authority  to  borrow  $920,000  for  the  purpose 
of  building  a  schoolhouse.  It  is  perfectly  obvious 
that  the  School  Committee  will  not  change  its 
mind  between  now  and  the  31st  of  December, 
so  far  as  another  site  is  concerned.  If  the  City 
Council  fails  to  pass  this  order  today,  it  will 
have  two  years  in  which  to  pass  a  loan  order, 
but  unless  we  do  pass  it  it  means  that  you  will 
net  no  schoolhouse  on  the  Wilder  street  site  or 
perhaps  on  any  other  site  until  you  go  to  the 
Legislature  and  gel  authority  for  a  further  loan 
for  another  schoolhouse.  If  you  go  to  the  Legis- 
lature and  say  that  after  they  have  authorized 
I  lie    expenditure    you    cannot   agree    on    any    site, 

the  Legislature  could  justly  say,  "If  you  cannot 
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agree  on  a  site,  of  what  avail  is  it  for  us  to  grant 
you  still  further  authority  to  borrow  money 
to  build  on  another  site?  You  have  failed  to 
keep  the  faith  with  us  on  the  present  loan." 
On  the  other  hand,  the  Mayor  has  made  every 
effort  to  cooperate,  to  bring  the  School  Com- 
mittee, the  Council  and  the  thirteen  civic  bodies 
in,  and  under  the  present  proposition  not  only 
can  school  accommodations  be  furnished  on  the 
present  site,  but  some  guaranty  can  be  made  of 
an  additional  schoolhouse  to  be  built  in  the  near 
future — in  fact,  in  the  next  year, — which  will 
adequately  serve  the  rest  of  Dorchester.  In 
furtherance  of  that  plan,  he  communicated  with 
several  members  of  the  School  Committee  and 
received  their  consent  and  a  gentleman's  agree- 
ment, that  in  their  program  for  the  coming  year 
they  will  request  further  authority  to  borrow 
money  to  build  another  high  school  in  that  sec- 
tion of  Dorchester  which  will  be  most  adequately 
served  by  such  a  high  school.  He  brings  forth 
the  suggestion  that  under  this  proposed  plan 
an  overflow  of  some  four  hundred  students  will 
be  taken  care  of  at  the  Wilder  street  site,  so  that 
some  six  hundred  or  seven  hundred  students 
will  be  adequately  served  there,  and  that  the 
balance  of  perhaps  $500,000  be  put  aside;  that 
an  appeal  then  be  made  to  the  Legislature  for 
an  additional  amount,  saying  that  we  have  not 
used  all  the  money  allowed  us  for  the  purpose 
of  constructing  this  school  and  that  we  need 
not  only  that  balance  but  an  additional  amount, 
bringing  it  up  to  a  million  dollars,  for  the  purpose 
of  constructing  a  girls'  high  school  in  a  section 
of  Dorchester  that  will  best  serve  the  entire 
district.  And  the  argument  can  then  well  be 
made  that  you  should  allow  us  to  use  this  surplus 
of  $400,000  to  $500,000  and  borrow  an  addi- 
tional sum  of  $500,000  to  $600,000  to  construct 
a  million-dollar  high  school  in  a  section  of  Dor- 
chester that  will  adequately  serve  the  largest 
part  of  the  community  in  the  more  southerly 
part  of  Dorchester.  It  would  seem  perfectly 
plausible  that  the  Legislature  will  grant  the  addi- 
tional amount  under  those  circumstances  and 
conditions.  As  far  as  I  am  personally  concerned, 
I  had  just  as  soon  see  the  entire  Dorchester  dis- 
trict served.  It  matters  very  little  to  me  whether 
the  site  is  at  the  corner  of  Geneva  avenue  and 
Bowdoin  street  or  on  the  Wilder  street  site. 
But  I  think,  in  view  of  the  fact  that  the  city  owns 
the  property  at  the  Wilder  street  site,  and  that 
the  site  is  large  enough  and  available  for  the 
desired  purposes,  there  is  very  little  to  be  gained 
in  the  way  of  transportation  facilities  or  other- 
wise by  shifting  entirely  from  that  site  to  the 
other  site.  In  view  of  the  fact  that  I  think  it 
would  be  perfectly  possible  to  obtain  a  further 
extension  of  high  school  facilities  for  Dorchester 
from  the  Legislature  in  the  coming  year,  I  feel  that 
this  order  ought  to  go  through  at  the  present  time, 
so  that  at  least  we  will  have  that  much  accom- 
plished and  will  not  have  to  wait  until  the  inde- 
finite future  for  some  high  school  construction. 

Coun.  DOWD — Mr.  President.  1  am  surprised 
that  the  School  Committee  and  the  Mayor  should 
now  come  forward  and  say  that  they  need  only 
$500,000  or  less  to  build  a  schoolhouse  at  the  cor- 
ner of  Wilder  street  and  Blue  Hill  avenue.  I 
think  that  is  in  itself  an  open  admission  that  the 
school  is  not  needed  there,  within  a  quarter  of  a 
mile  of  the  present  Memorial  High  School.  I 
say  to  the  members  of  the  School  Committee  and 
to  the  people  of  Dorchester  and  the  Mayor  that 
I  am  not  governed  by  E.  A.  Johnson.  1  don't 
care  who  he  is.  But  I  say  the  union  organizations 
of  Boston  are  a  tremendous  power.  I  am  not 
governed  by  words  of  members  of  the  School 
Committee  who  have  not  even  taken  office  or  by 
the  words  of  the  Mayor  of  Boston.  1  am  gov- 
erned somewhat  by  public  opinion,  and  public 
opinion  emanates  from  the  taxpayers  and  the 
citizens  of  Boston.  There  isn't  any  question  as 
to  what  public  opinion  is  in  Dorchester  in  refer- 
ence to  this  matter.  I  say  to  the  Mayor  of  Boston, 
if  he  is  sincere  in  his  statement  that  only  about 
half  a  million  dollars,  say,  shall  be  spent  at  Wilder 
street,  and  that  the  remainder  should  go  for  a 
school  building  at  the  center  of  Dorchester,  if  we 
defeat  this  order  here  today  he  can  substitute  for 
this  loan  order  an  order  for  half  a  million  dollars 
for  Wilder  street  and  that  I  will  vote  for  the  half 
million  dollars  for  Wilder  street,  leaving  $420,000 
for  the  center  Dorchester  school,  and  I  am  sure 
that  the  Legislature  would  grant  us  another  half- 
million  for  such  a  school.  But  when  you  speak 
of  a  gentleman's  agreement  on   the  part  of  men 


who  have  not  even  taken  office,  that  is  another 
thing.  The  members  of  the  School  Committee 
may  make  an  entirely  new  deal  when  they  take 
office,  and  they  cannot  make  promises  at  this 
time.  I  am  firmly  convinced  that  the  School 
Committee  and  the  City  Council  of  Boston  should 
recognize  the  fact  that  that  school  was  intended 
to  be  built  in  Dorchester.  Technically  it  is  in 
Dorchester,  but  practically  it  is  not.  I  say  to 
the  members  of  the  Council  that  there  is  no  reason 
why  we  should  change  our  vote  of  two  weeks  ago. 
There  has  not  been  a  logical  argument  brought 
forth  for  the  Wilder  street  development.  We  do 
not  even  have  to  act  upon  the  matter  this  year. 
We  can  act  next  year,  and  if  the  Legislature  gives 
us  the  right  to  appropriate  money  for  a  girls'  high 
school  in  the  center  of  Dorchester,  we  can  accept 
that.  There  is  no  reason  why  the  Council  cannot 
vote  on  this  appropriation  next  year.  We  have 
two  years  in  which  to  do  so.  So  why  the  rush  in 
connection  with  Wilder  streeto  I  say  to  you 
gentlemen  if  the  Mayor  is  sincere  and  if  the  School 
Committee  are  sincere,  there  is  no  reason  why 
we  should  at  this  time  vote  S920.000  when  they 
need  only  $500,000. 

Coun.  GREEN — Mr.  President,  I  wish  to  say 
only  a  word  to  explain  my  stand  this  afternoon. 
I  voted  at  the  previous  meeting  against  the  order 
on  the  assumption  that  Dorchester  was  united. 
When  I  came  on  the  floor  of  the  Council  and  cast 
my  vote  alphabetically,  I  found  upon  the  con- 
clusion of  the  roll  call  that  a  couple  of  members 
from  Dorchester  voted  the  other  way,  which 
proved  that  Dorchester  was  not  a  unit  on  the 
matter.  I  don't  know  why  the  councilor  from 
Dorchester  should  get  upset  because  we  waited 
on  the  Mayor  today  and  he  expressed  his  opinion. 
He  did  not  send  up  anybody  here  to  put  me  on 
the  line.  I  am  not  defending  the  Mayor.  He  did 
not  ask  me  to  vote  for  the  Wilder  street  site  or  any 
other  site.  I  always  reserve  the  right  to  change 
my  opinion,  and  I  apologize  to  no  man  for  do"ing 
so.  If  you  men  from  Dorchester  cannot  get  to- 
gether, how  do  you  expect  the  other  members  to 
know  how  you  do  stand?  The  members  of  the 
Council  waited  on  the  Mayor  this  afternoon,  with 
four  members  from  Dorchester,  and  he  appeared 
to  be  satisfied  with  the  proposition,  also  supported 
by  members  of  the  School  Committee,  which  looked 
forward  to  Dorchester  getting  another  girls'  high 
school  later  on.  We  here  all  want  to  be  right  and 
fair  and  we  are  all  voting  according  to  the  dic- 
tates of  our  consciences.  I  am  not  interested  in 
the  question  of  whether  people  occupying  property 
in  the  neighborhood  of  this  Wilder  street  site  are 
or  are  not  paying  rent.  I  stand  on  my  own  feet, 
and  I  am  not  dictated  to  by  the  Mayor  or  any- 
body else.  When  I  think  I  am  right  I  vote  ac- 
cordingly, and  when  I  think  I  have  been  wrong  I 
am  prepared  to  change  my  vote;  and  I  am  going 
to  change  my  vote  this  afternoon. 

Coun.  MURRAY — Mr.  President,  after  listening 
to  the  remarks  of  the  councilor  from  Dorchester, 
I  would  like  to  say  a  word.  I  like  to  be  con- 
sistent. I  voted  with  the  councilor  two  weeks 
ago,  but  I  can't  see  that  he  stands  by  the  people 
of  my  district.  The  people  of  my  district  are 
vitally  interested  in  a  matter  which  came  up  here 
at  the  last  meeting.  He  speaks  about  the  fathers 
and  mothers  of  his  district  worrying  about  their 
children  crossing  the  street.  Well,  I  would  point 
out  the  fact  that  the  fathers  and  mothers  of  my 
district  are  worried  about  the  buses  going  along 
the  streets  there.  If  he  saw  fit  to  help  the  people 
of  Jamaica  Plain  and  Forest  Hills,  I  would  have 
voted  to  help  the  people  of  Dorchester.  That  is 
the  reason  why  I  am  changing  my  vote,  because 
nobody  in  Dorchester  has  courage  enough  to 
stand  up  for  the  people  of  Jamaica  Plain. 

Coun.  KELLY — Mr.  President,  I  did  not  expect 
to  talk  again  but,  in  view  of  some  of  the  statements 
we  have  heard  here  today,  I  might  simply  say  that 
I  thought  the  circuses  had  all  left  town.  You 
always  find  acrobats  in  the  circuses,  men  who 
jump  from  here  to  there  very  easily,  and  they 
jump  perhaps  for  no  reason  at  all.  I  was  very 
much  interested  to  hear  from  my  good  friend  the 
councilor  from  Charlestown  (Coun.  Green),  and 
particularly  interested  to  hear  his  excuses  for 
joining  the  circus.  He  attempts  today  to  tell  the 
people  of  Dorchester,  200,000  intelligent  people, 
that  two  weeks  ago  today  he  thought  the  people 
of  Dorchester  and  the  councilors  of  Dorchester 
were  united  before  the  vote  was  taken.  He  for- 
gets, I  guess,  the  strenuous  fight  that  was  made 
before  he  voted,  led  by  Councilor  Ruby  of  Dor- 
chester, for  the  Grove  Hall  site  and  opposed  by 
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Councilor  Kelly  who  was  against  the  Grove  Hall 
site.  I  don't  know  what  kind  of  foolish  talk  we 
are  to  expect  here.  Of  course,  we  also  see  the 
circus  performer  from  Ward  19 

Coun.  GREEN— Mr.  President,  I  would  like  to 
ask  the  gentleman  from  Dorchester  a  fair  question. 

President  McGRATH — Does  the  gentleman 
yield? 

Coun.  KELLY— Yes,  Mr.  President. 

Coun.  GREEN — Mr.  President,  I  made  him  a 
promise,  and  I  came  in  and  listened  to  the  debate 
and  I  did  not  break  my  promise.  Therefore, 
what  are  you  criticizing  me  for  today?  .  I  did  not 
break  my  promise  after  the  debate. 

Coun.  KELLY — No,  I  am  criticizing  you  for 
your  remarks  today,  for  your  inconsistency  in 
changing  your  vote  today. 

Coun.  Green — You  now  refer  to  inconsistency. 
I  did  not  break  my  promise  to  you  at  the  last 
meeting.  I  always  reserve  the  right  to  change 
my  mind  on  a  question,  however. 

Coun.  KELLY — All  right.  You  promised  to 
carry  on  all  the  way  through. 

Coun.  GREEN — I  kept  my  promise. 

Coun.  KELLY — What  do  you  mean  by  "kept 
your  promise"? 

President  McGRATH — Councilor  Kelly  has  the 
floor. 

Coun.  KELLY — Now  for  the  acrobat  from 
Jamaica  Plain.  He  promised  to  go  all  the  way 
through  for  the  people  of  Dorchester — not  for 
me,  but  for  the  people  of  Dorchester.  But  he  is 
another  circus  performer,  not  a  light  man  like  the 
councilor  from  Charlestown  but  a  heavy  man. 
I  cannot  see  any  justifiable  reason  for  Councilor 
Murray's  changing  his  vote  except  for  the  fact 
that  he  lives  in  the  Mayor's  home  ward  and  was 
influenced  by  the  little  chat  that  he  had  in  the 
Mayor's  office,  when  he  was  patted  on  the  back 
by  the  present  Mayor  of  Boston  this  afternoon 
at  quarter  past  three  and  asked  if  he  "wouldn't 
go  through,  Petey."  Perhaps  that  had  consider- 
able to  do  with  Petey  changing  his  vote..  I  want 
to  bring  out  one  other  thing,  because  I  can  see 
that  if  the  other  members  are  going  to  change 
their  votes  they  are  too  intelligent  to  stand  up 
here  and  give  such  reasons  as  the  two  members 
from  the  unknown  circuses  have  presented. 

Coun.  GREEN — Mr.  President,  I  do  not  intend 
to  take  issue  with  the  member  from  Dorchester  or 
to  go  back  away.  I  never  went  behind  the  doors 
of  this  body  to  avoid  voting  on  any  matter,  I 
never  walked  out  to  escape  a  roll  call.  I  have 
always  stood  up  and  been  counted.  But  the 
gentleman  has  this  pet  measure,  and  is  very  much 
worked  up  about  it.  I  have  sat  here  since  the 
first  of  the  year  and  have  heard  him  heap  abuse 
on  other  members.  I  have  sat  here  and  have  never 
been  the  mouthpiece  for  anybody  but  the  gentle- 
man from  Charlestown.  In  the  fifteen,  sixteen 
or  eighteen  years  I  have  been  in  public  life,  I 
have  always  taken  a  stand  and  have  stood  up 
and  been  counted.  I  am  standing  up  here  today, 
as  always. 

Coun.  KELLY— Well,  Mr.  President,  I  am 
glad 

President  McGRATH— The  Chair  would  call 
attention  of  the  councilor  and  others  to  the  issue 
before  the  house. 

Coun.  KELLY— Well,  Mr.  President,  I  just 
want  to  answer  in  a  respectable  manner  the 
gentleman.  He  says  that  he  always  stood  on  his 
feet  and  never  went  out  on  a  roll  call — that  he 
never  ducked  a  roll  call 

Coun.  WILSON— Mr.  President. 

President  McGRATH — Does  'the  councilor 
yield? 

Coun.  KELLY— No.  Mr.  President. 

Coun.  WILSON — Mr.  President,  I  rise  to  a 
point  of  order.  I  imagined  that  we  were  talking  in 
regard  to  the  Wilder  street  schoolhouse  and  that 
it  is  not  a  question  of  personalities  between  the 
gentleman  from  Dorchester  and  Charlestown. 

President  McGRATH — The  point  of  order  is 
well  taken,  and  the  Chair  will  request  the  gentleman 
to  speak  to  the  issue  before  the  body. 

Coun.  KELLY — Yes.  Mr.  President,  and  I  was 
going  to  say,  when  1  was  cut  off,  and  still  speaking 
to  the  order,  if  you  please, — I  was  just  going  to 
call  the  attention  of  the  councilor  from  Charlestown 
to  the  fact  that  when  we  were  voting  a  few  weeks 
ago  to  sell  the  West  End  yard 

Coun.  WILSON — Mr.  President,  I  rise  to  a  point 
of  order,  that  the  gentleman  is  not  speaking  to  the 
question  before  the  body. 

President  McGRATH — The  point  of  order  ia 
well  taken,  and  the  Chair  will  once  more  request 


the    gentleman    from    Dorchester    to    confine   his 
remarks  to  the  question  at  issue  before  the  body. 

Coun.  KELLY — Mr.  President,  isn't  it  perfectly 
fair  when  certain  statements  are  made  by  one 
councilor,  reflecting  on  another,  for  the  other 
councilor  to  defend  himself  and  bring  forth  reasons 
why  he  made  the  statements  he  did?  Isn't  that 
relevant?  Doesn't  the  President  agree  that  in 
doing  so  a  speaker  is  properly  confining  himself  to 
the  question  before  the  house? 

President  McGRATH— The  Chair  is  not  dis- 
cussing the  matter.  The  Chair  is  simply  reminding 
the  councilor  to  talk  on  the  issue  before  the  body. 

Coun.  KELLY — Mr.  President,  I  might  remind 
Councilor  Green  that  he  refused  to  vote 

Coun  WILSON — Mr.  President,  I  again  raise 
the  same  point. 

President  McGRATH — The  point  of  order  is 
well  taken ,  and  the  Chair  will  request  the  gentleman 
to  confine  himself  to  the  issue  before  the  body. 

Coun.  WILSON— Mr.  President,  I  would  like 
to  vote  with  the  gentleman  from  Dorchester,  if  he 
doesn't  take  too  long.  I  would  like  to  vote  with 
him. 

Coun.  KELLY — That  is  fine.  Referring  now 
to  the  remarks  of  the  gentleman  from  Ward  17 
on  the  order  and  to  his  defending  the  Mayor's 
brother,  John  Curley,  I  say  now  that  there  is  good 
reason  why  the  councilor  from  Ward  17  defended 
the  Mayor's  brother,  when  he  is  a  member  of  the 
same  industrial  and  financial  corporation  that 
John  Curley  was  a  member  of. 

Coun.  RUBY — Mr.  President,  I  rise  to  a  point 
of  order.  I  don't  think  the  member  from  Ward  17 
needs  to  be  defended.  I  don't  believe  in  making  a 
joke  of  a  million-dollar  order,  and  I  think  the 
member  from  Ward  15,  out  of  respect  to  the 
twenty-one  decent  members  of  this  body,  should 
confine  himself  to  the  question  without  getting 
into  personalities  or  attacks. 

President  McGRATH— The  point  of  order  is 
well  taken,  and  the  Chair  must  in  future  insist 
that  members  confine  themselves  to  the  issue 
before  the  body  and  refrain  from  personalities. 

Coun.  KELLY — Mr.  President,  as  long  as  I 
have  been  shut  off  in  this  particular  matter,  let 
me  call  another  fact  to  the  attention  of  my  col- 
leagues. I  know  that  no  words  of  mine  will  pre- 
vent this  order  today  from  getting  a  vote  of  sixteen 
to  four  or  fifteen  to  five.  I  knew  that  that  would 
be  the  result  when  I  took  the  floor,  and  I  know 
now  that  the  vote  is  going  to  be  sixteen  to  four  or 
fifteen  to  five.  You  will  see  if  I  am  not  pretty 
nearly  right.  But  I  am  making  this  desperate 
attempt,  having  in  mind  the  rights  of  the  people 
of  Dorchester  and  knowing  wh  i  they  deserve. 
And  let  me  now  call  another  thing  to  your  atten- 
tion in  connection  with  E.  A.  Johnson.  The 
members  of  the  carpenters'  union,  not  affiliated 
with  the  Building  Trades  Council  of  Boston  and 
Vicinity,  have  all  agreed  to  take  a  20-cent-per- 
hour-cut,  starting  the  first  of  January.  In  other 
words,  that  will  reduce  them  from  the  union  rate 
of  $1.37J  per  hour,  which  they  are  now  getting, 
to  $1,171  per  hour  the  first  of  January.  Now, 
there  is  something  on  foot,  and  I  believe  E.  A. 
JohnBon  is  back  of  it,  to  sell  out  the  men,  the  union 
men  in  this  matter.  When  this  contract  is  voted 
upon,  E.  A.  Johnson  is  going  to  work  and  scheme, 
and  is  going  to  use  the  carpenters  as  an  argument 
why  all  union  men  should  decrease  their  wage  per 
hour,  with  the  result  that  the  favored  contractor 
who  gets  this  job  is  going  to  save  a  large  amount, 
is  going  to  benefit  to  the  extent  of  thousands  upon 
thousands  of  dollars.  That  is  something  that 
has  a  peculiar  odor  to  it.  The  carpenters,  who 
are  now  getting  $1,374  per  hour,  are  going  to  be 
cut  on  the  first  of  January  to  $1,175  per  hour,  and 
the  members  of  this  Building  Trades  Council  of 
Boston  and  Vicinity — and  they  include  building 
workers  of  all  kinds,  lathers,  painters,  plasterers, 
boilermakers,  and  so  on — are  going  to  be  again 
double-crossed  by  the  leaders  whom  they  think 
are  on  the  level  with  them.  Their  rates  are  going 
to  be  cut,  with  the  result  that  the  favored  con- 
tractor of  the  administration,  when  he  builds  this 
high  school,  is  going  to  save  thousands  and  thou- 
sands of  dollars  and  is  going  to  be  able  to  underbid 
legitimate  contractors  who  are  acting  on  the  level, 
and  who  had  not  got  the  advance  information 
that  the  illegitimate  contractor  will  have,  with 
the  help  of  E.  A.  Johnson.  In  closing,  let  me 
again  implore  you,  my  colleagues,  to  stay  on  the 
level  with  the  people  of  Dorchester.  The  vote 
was  sixteen  to  four  when  I  started  to  speak  here, 
and  the  order  needs  only  fifteen  votes  to  go  through. 
But  let  me  say,  if  we  cannot  get  twelve  votes  here 
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againat  this  order — and  there  are  only  twenty 
men  present — let  us  at  least  get  more  than  five 
votes.  The  administration  needs  only  fifteen 
votes  to  put  this  over.  So,  if  there  are  twelve 
additional  councilors  who  will  come  to  the  front 
and  stay  loyal  to  the  mothers  and  fathers  of  Dor- 
chester, we  will  win.  The  vote  was  sixteen  to 
four  when  I  rose,  and  I  will  hope  that  we  have 
gathered  into  the  fold  two  more  men  who  are  not 
controlled  and  who  are  not  governed  by  what  the 
Mayor  promised  this  afternoon. 

Cjun.  KU.0Y — Mr.  President,  I  move  the 
previous  question. 

Coun.  COX.— Mr.  President. 

President  McGRATH — The  previous  question 
has  been  moved,  and  no  debate  on  the  main 
question  is  in  order. 

Coun.  COX — Then,  Mr.  President,  I  would 
rise  to  a  question  of  privilege.  There  seems  to 
be  a  misunderstanding  as  to  my  position  on  this 
order.  I  am  not  only  voting  in  favor  of  this 
Wilder  street  proposition,  having  in  view  the 
present  proposition  that  has  been  made,  but  in 
so  doing  I  feel  that  I  am  also  voting  for  a  new 
girls'  high  school  a  little  later  on  for  Dorchester, 
and  that  the  parents  and  the  girls  of  Dorchester 
will  be  much  better  served  in  this  way  than  they 
would  have  been  otherwise. 

The  order  was  given  its  first  reading  and  passage, 
yeas  15,  nays  4: 

Yeas — Coun.  Arnold,  Bush,  Cox,  Curtis,  Dono- 
van, Englert,  Fitzgerald,  Gleason,  Green,  Hein, 
Lynch,   Mahoney,   McGrath,   Murray,   Ruby — 15. 

Nays — Coun.  Dowd,  Fish,  Kelly,  Wilson— 4. 

President  McGRATH — And  the  order  has  re- 
ceived its  first  reading  and  passage. 

Coun.  KELLY — Mr.  President,  I  desire  to 
make  a  statement 

Coun.  RUBY — 1  object,  Mr.  President. 

Coun.  KELLY — That,  as  usual,  1  was  right 
again  in  my  prediction. 


WARD  16  IMPROVEMENTS. 

Coun.  FISH  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Board  of  Street  Commis- 
sioners be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor, 
to  accept  and  lay  out  Laban  Pratt  road,  Ward  16, 
as  a  public  highway. 

Ordered,  That  the  Board  of  Street  Commis- 
sioners be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor, 
to  accept  and  lay  out  Arbroth  street,  Ward  16,  as  a 
public  highway. 

Severally  passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


COST    OF    TRAFFIC    SIGNALS,    COMMON- 
WEALTH  AVENUE. 

Coun.  HEIN  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Boston  Traffic  Commission 
be  requested  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to 
furnish  the  City  Council  with  an  estimate  of  the 
cost  to  establish  a  system  of  traffic  control  signals 
along  Commonwealth  avenue,  from  Governor 
square  to  the  Newton  line. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


GLASS  SUN  HOUSE,  L  STREET  BATH. 

Coun.  LYNCH  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,    That    the    Park    Commission    be    re- 
quested, through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  erect  a 
glass  sun  house  on  the  beach  side  of  the  men's 
department  at  the  L  Street  Bath  House. 
Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


RECESS. 

The  Council  voted,  at  5.33  p.  m.,  on  motion  of 
Coun.  BUSH,  to  take  a  recess,  subject  to  the  call 


of  the  Chair.  The  members  reassembled  in  the 
Council  Chamber  and  were  called  to  order  by 
President  McGRATH  at  6.03  p.  m. 


EXECUTIVE  COMMITTEE  REPORTS. 

Coun.  LYNCH,  for  the  Executive  Committee, 
submitted  the  following: 

1.  Report  on  message  of  Mayor  and  order 
(referred  today  for  a  loan  of  $215,000  to  be  ex- 
pended under  direction  of  the  Board  of  Park 
Commissioners  for  various  playgrounds  enume- 
rated in  said  order,  recommending  that  same  ought 
to  pass. 

Report  accepted;  said  order  given  its  first  read- 
ing and  passage,  yeas  16,  nays  0. 

The  order  will  take  its  second  reading  and  pass- 
age in  not  less  than  fourteen  days. 

2.  Report  on  order  (referred  today)  for  a  loan 
of  $35,000  to  be  expended  under  direction  of  Park 
Commission  for  a  mothers'  rest  in  Wellington 
Hill  section  of  Ward  14, — recommending  that  same 
ought  to  pass. 

The  report  was  accepted  and  the  order  given 
its  first  reading  and  passage,  yeas  16,  nays  0. 

The  order  will  come  up  for  second  reading  and 
passage  in  not  less  than  fourteen  days. 

3.  Report  on  message  of  Mayor  and  order 
(referred  November  30)  for  a  loan  of  $15,000,  to 
be  expended  by  the  Overseers  of  Public  Welfare, 
for  New  Charities  Administration  Building,  Fur- 
nishing and  Equipping, — recommending  that 
same  ought  to  pass. 

Report  accepted,  said  order  given  its  first  read- 
ing and  passage,  yeas  16,  nays  0. 

The  order  will  come  up  for  second  reading  and 
passage  in  not  less  than  fourteen  days. 

4.  Report  on  petition  of  Sister  Catherine  Mary 
(referred  today)  for  children  under  fifteen  years  of 
age  to  appear  at  Practical  Arts  Hall,  December 
16  and  17,  1931, — that  permit  be  granted  under 
usual  conditions. 

Report  accepted;  said  permit  granted  under 
ususal  conditions. 

5.  Report  on  ordinance  (referred  November 
23)  that  chapter  7  of  the  Ordinances  of  1931, 
limiting  the  number  of  constables,  is  hereby 
amended  in  section  2  by  striking  out    the    words 

"one  hundred  and  fifty"  and  inserting  the  words 
"one  hundred  and  seventy-five" — that  same  ought 
to  pass. 

Report  accepted;    said  ordinance  passed. 

6.  Report  on  message  of  Mayor  and  order 
(referred  today)  that  a  contract  be  made  by  the 
Acting  Commissioner  of  Public  Works  with  the 
Brooklyn  Ash  Removal  Company  of  Massachu- 
setts for  the  disposal  of  garbage  and  refuse  for  a 
period  of  ten  years, — recommending  passage  of  the 
following  order,  viz.: 

Ordered,  That  in  accordance  with  the  provisions 
of  section  6  of  chapter  486  of  the  Acts  of  1909,  a 
public  hearing  be  given  by  the  City  Council  on 
Wednesday,  December  16,  1931,  at  two  o'clock 
p.  m.,  on  the  contract  made  by  the  Acting  Com- 
missioner of  Public  Works  with  the  Brooklyn  Ash 
Removal  Company  of  Massachusetts  for  the 
disposal  of  garbage  and  refuse  for  a  period  of  ten 
years,  and  that  the  City  Clerk  be  directed  to  give 
seven  days  notice  of  said  hearing  in  the  City 
Record  and  in  the  daily  newspapers;  the  expense 
of  said  hearing  and  notice  to  be  charged  to  the 
Reserve  Fund. 

Coun.  KELLY — Mr.  President.  I  understand 
that  we  are  not  by  any  chance  voting  on  the 
order  submitted  by  the  Mayor,  are  we? 

President  McGrath — No.  We  are  voting  to 
have  a  public  hearing  by  the  full  Council  on  the 
afternoon  of  December  16. 

Coun.  KELLY — You  are  sure  that  that  is  all 
that  we  are  voting  on? 

President  McGRATH— Yes. 

The  report  was  accepted  and  the  order  passed. 


Adjourned,  on  motion  of  Coun.  MAHONE\  , 
at  6.08  p.  in.,  to  meet  on  Monday,  December  7, 
1931,  at  2  p.  m. 
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Monday,  December  7,  1931. 
Regular   meeting   of    the    City    Council   in   the 
Council  Chamber,  City  Hall,  at  2  p.  m.,  President 
McGRATH  in  the  chair.     Absent,  Coun.  Mahoney 
and  Norton. 


JURORS   DRAWN. 

Jurors  were  drawn,  under  the  law,  Coun. 
RUBY  presiding  at  the  box  in  the  absence  of  the 
Mayor,  as  follows : 

Thirty  traverse  jurors,  Superior  Criminal  Court, 
Second  Session,  to  appear  January  4,  1932: 

Walter  F.  Redford,  Ward  2;  Larken  Coleman, 
Ward  4;  Clarence  Hillsmith,  Ward  5;  John  W. 
Johnston,  Ward  5;  William  J.  Driscoll,  Ward  6; 
John  M.  Gildred,  Jr.,  Ward  6;  John  H.  Kennedy, 
Ward  6;  William  A.  Lapsley,  Ward  10;  Alexander 
T.  Smith,  Ward  10;  Thomas  H.  Scanlon,  Ward  11; 
Benjamin  Klebnow,  Ward  12;  Ernest  A.  LeDuc, 
Ward  12;  William  Winer,  Ward  12;  Charles  E. 
Delehanty,  Ward  13;  William  H.  Fanning,  Jr., 
Ward  13;  Joseph  F.  Scott,  Ward  14;  David  J. 
Shapiro,  Ward  14;  David  J.  Murphy,  Ward  15; 
James  B.  McDevitt,  Ward  17;  Arthur  T.  Robinson, 
Ward  17;  Sydney  J.  Smith,  Ward  17;  James  H. 
McGowan,  Ward  18;  Robert  J.  McGowan,  Ward 
18;  Sydney  S.  Sharpe,  Ward  18;  Roger  L.  Smith, 
Ward  18;  Ralph  E.  Anderson,  Ward  20 ;  Herbert 
H.  Stedman,  Ward  20;  Seth  P.  Stoddard,  Ward 
20;  William  H.  ThomaB,  Ward  20;  Joseph  J. 
Kelly,  Ward  22. 

Thirty  traverse  jurors,  Superior  Criminal  Court, 
Third  Session,  to  appear  January  11,  1932; 

Louis  D.  Martell,  Ward  1 ;  Frank  A.  Silva,  Ward 
1;  Michael  J.  McGaugh,  Jr.,  Ward  2;  Joseph  L. 
Burke,  Ward  3;  Harold  E.  Ditson,  Ward  4;  Fred 
Haley,  Ward  4;  Harold  M.  Edwards,  Ward  5; 
Patrick  J.  Flaherty,  Ward  6;  Edward  L.  Sullivan, 
Ward  6;  Callahan  J.  Corkery,  Ward  7;  Patrick 
Sullivan,  Ward  8;  Michael  J.  Kelly,  Ward  9; 
Joseph  F.  Rothwell,  Ward  10;  Patrick  E.  Gibbons, 
Ward  11;  Henry  L.  Abbott,  Ward  12;  Fred 
Holmes,  Ward  12;  Thomas  J.  Flaherty,  Ward  13; 
Walter  I.  Ludden,  Ward  13;  Frank  A.  Orth,  Ward 
13;  Ralph  Hines,  Ward  14;  Samuel  Lappen,  Ward 
14;  Abraham  D.  Levine,  Ward  14;  Leonard  A. 
Rouse,  Ward  15;  John  P.  Collins,  Ward  17;  Harold 
D.  Lockwood,  Ward  18;  Herbert  C.  Willman, 
Ward  18;  David  L.  Punch,  Ward  19;  Joseph  A. 
Dolan,  Jr.,  Ward  20;  William  P.  Cheney,  Ward  21; 
Porter  B.  Smith,  Ward  21. 

Thirty  traverse  jurors,  Superior  Criminal  Court, 
Fourth  Session,  to  appear  January  4,  1932: 

Charles  V.  Miller,  Ward  1;  Joseph  D.  Doherty, 
Ward  2;  William  E.  Motherway,  Ward  2;  Edward 
H.  Brennan,  Ward  7;  John  J.  Foley,  Ward  7; 
John  J.  McNichols,  Ward  9;  Squire  W.  Stephens, 
Ward  9;  Edward  G.  Ferrick,  Ward  10;  Daniel  W. 
Foley,  Ward  10;  Joseph  Freundlich  Ward  11;  Justin 
J.  McCarthy,  Ward  11;  Edward  O'Kourke,  Ward 
11;  William  D.  Brown,  Ward  12;  John  O'Hagan, 
Ward  13;  Joseph  Blumenthal,  Ward  14;  Robert 
Cohen,  Ward  14;  Alfred  P.  Ginsburg,  Ward  14; 
Charles  J.  McGrath,  Ward  14;  Herbert  K.  Carney, 
Ward  15;  William  F.  Bernier,  Ward  16;  John  J. 
Cotter,  Ward  16;  William  J.  Dwyer,  Ward  16; 
Peter  M.  Feeney,  Ward  17;  Henry  T.  Rice,  Ward 
18;  John  W.  Anderson,  Ward  20;  Clarence  A. 
Remick,  Ward  20;  William  J.  Thibideau,  Ward  20; 
Stuart  W.  Knight,  Ward  21;  Charles  W.  Laverty, 
Ward  21;  Samuel  Mitchell,  Ward  22. 

Thirty  traverse  jurors.  Superior  Criminal  Court, 
Fifth  Session,  to  appear  January  11,  1932: 

Frank  L.  Healy,  Ward  1;  Francis  H.  Mr- 
Dermott,  Ward  1;  Francis  A.  Thornton,  Ward  1; 
James  A.  Doyle,  Ward  2;  James  T.  Grimley, 
Ward  3;  Hugh  Blair,  Ward  4;  Maurice  P.  Fitz- 
gerald, Ward  4;  Frederick  W.  Sullivan,  Ward  4; 
George  W.  Warren,  Ward  4;  Robert  S.  Burgess, 
Ward  5;  Edward  B.  Gardiner,  Ward  5;  (ieorue 
Samson,  Ward  5;  John  J.  Conlon,  Ward  6;  Ed- 
ward S.  Wilkinson,  Ward  6;   Charles  N.  O'Donnell, 


Ward  7;  Norman  L.  Cutter,  Ward  8;  Michael  P. 
Sheehan,  Ward  9;  Henry  J.  Lynch,  Ward  10; 
Frank  J.  Welz,  Ward  10;  James  F.  Casey,  Ward 
11;  James  M.  Grant,  Ward  12;  Rupert  N.  Hiltz, 
Ward  12;  H.  Henry  Collise,  Ward  13;  James  E. 
Kelly,  Ward  15;  Peter  L.  Lambert,  Ward  16; 
William  C.  Crawford,  Ward  18;  Daniel  J.  Clifford, 
Ward  19;  Neil  McGillivary,  Ward  20;  Victor  E. 
Nekon,  Ward  20;   Adolph  F.  Poser,  Ward  20. 

Twenty-three  traverse  jurors,  Superior  Civil 
Court,  First  Session,  January  Sitting,  to  appear 
January  4,  1932: 

William  C.  Carrigan,  Ward  1;  Frank  E.  Brown, 
Ward  7;  Dennis  H.  Mitchell,  Ward  7;  Daniel  F 
Ryan,  Ward  9;  John  J.  F.  Tobin,  Ward  9;  Alfred 
Griebstein,  Ward  10;  John  J.  Kelliher,  Ward  10; 
John  Hoffman,  Ward  10;  Ernest  Johnson,  Ward 
11;  Ja-mes  J.  Hogan,  Ward  11;  Bernard  E.  Levin, 
Ward  12;  Ernest  L.  Adams,  Ward  14;  Henry  A. 
Grey,  Ward  15;  John  J.  Robson,  Ward  15;  George 
F.  Reardon,  Ward  16;  Frank  E.  Magullion, 
Ward  17;  William  J.  Drummond,  Jr.,  Ward  18; 
Thebold  Goetz,  Ward  18;  Walter  L.  Cronin, 
Ward  20;  Samuel  Benjamin,  Ward  21;  Thomas  J, 
Hannon,  Ward  22;  Ralph  D.  Parker,  Ward  22; 
John  T.  Rafferty,  Ward  22. 

( Twenty- three  traverse  jurors,  Superior  Civil 
Court,  Second  Session,  January  Sitting,  to  appear 
January  4,  1932: 

James  W.  Massicotte,  Ward  3;  Joseph  J.  Moris- 
sey,  Ward  3;  Charles  Jackson,  Ward  5;  John 
McGaw,  Jr.,  Ward  5;  Daniel  D.  Mullin,  Ward  5; 
Henry  B.  Cook,  Ward  6;  Myles  F.  Kane,  Ward  6; 
Peter  P.  Morris,  Ward  7;  John  M.  Brennan, 
Ward  9;  Herbert  R.  Boutwell,  Ward  12;  Edward 
H.  Dockray,  Ward  12;  Gilbert  I.  Isgur,  Ward  12; 
Albert  J.  Granger,  Ward  14;  John  J.  Kenney, 
Ward  17;  Charles  F.  Menzel,  Ward  17;  Clifford  E. 
Roberts,  Ward  17;  William  F.  Sylvester,  Ward  17; 
Francis  J.  McHugh,  Ward  18;  William  R.  Weiss, 
Ward  19;  John  R.  Dolan,  Ward  20;  Walter  H. 
Gordon,  Ward  20;  William  H.  Coughlin,  Ward  22; 
Herbert  P.  M.  Rhodes,  Ward  22. 

Twenty-one  traverse  jurors,  Superior  Civil  Court. 
Third  Session,  January  Sitting,  to  appear  January 
4,  1932: 

William  R.  Fitzpatrick,  Ward  2;  William  B. 
Kyle,  Ward  2;  Richard  F.  Lombard,  Ward  2; 
Frank  R.  Childs,  Ward  4;  John  F.  Lambert.  Ward 
5;  John  J.  Hurley,  Ward  6;  Thomas  A.  Hanley, 
Ward  10;  Thomas  O'Reilly,  Ward  10;  Thomas  M. 
O'Connor,  Ward  11;  John  R.  Cadogan,  Ward  14; 
Myer  Cohen,  Ward  14;  Arthur  L.  Gavin,  Ward  15; 
Clifford  A.  Cole,  Ward  16;  Arthur  J.  Bean,  Ward 
17;  Kenneth  H.  Lapham,  Ward  17;  Robert  A. 
Kussell,  Ward  17;  James  Hamilton,  Ward  18; 
ICdward  F.  O'Donnell,  Ward  19;  Benjamin  Frank- 
lin MacDonald,  Ward  20;  Edward  C.  McGrath, 
Ward  20;  George  L.  Skinner,  Ward  22. 

Twenty-six  traverse  jurors.  Superior  Civil 
Court,  Fourth  Session,  January  Sitting,  to  appear 
January  4,  1932: 

Charles  11.  Becker.  Ward  1  ;  Charles  It.  Dobbins, 
Ward  1;  John  H.  Holdsworth,  Ward  1;  John  1". 
Krebs,  Ward  1;  Francis  11.  Redmond,  Ward  1; 
Daniel  W.  Crowley.  Ward  2;  Paul  P.  I'arkman, 
Ward  3;  John  II.  Sanborn,  Ward  4;  George  A. 
Brooks,  Ward  5;  William  K.  Carroll,  Ward  5; 
John  Lynn,  Ward  5;  Edward  Burns,  Ward  10; 
Patrick  C.  Mulvey,  Ward  11 ;  Latour  Peter  Ernest 
Yilliottedit,  Ward  12;  Peter  Miniutti,  Ward  13; 
Alfred  P.  LeP'evre,  Ward  15;  George  Joseph 
Curtis,  Ward  16;  James  V.  O'N'eil,  Ward  16; 
Henry  D.  Kelley,  Ward  17;  Edward  Steptoe, 
Ward  17;  James  B.  Riley,  Ward  18;  Conrad  A. 
Loring,  Ward  19;  James  A.  Mahan,  Ward  19; 
Andrew  J.  Johnson,  Ward  20;  Ernest  A.  Thrasher, 
Ward  20;  George  A.  Oman,  Ward  21. 

Nineteen  traverse  jurors.  Superior  Civil  Court, 
Fifth  Session,  January  Sitting,  to  appear  January 
4.  1932: 

Claude  F.  Cooke.  Ward  1;  Joseph  Ferraro, 
Ward  1;  Michael  .1.  MoNamara,  Ward  1;  John  J. 
Sullivan,  Ward  1;  Michael  J,  Keenan,  Ward  :'.; 
Howard  J.  Hanlon,  Ward  (i:  John  E.  AM,  Ward  1 1 ; 
Robert  William  \niuislcn.  Ward  13;  John  W, 
Madden,  Ward  13;  Arthur  A.  O'Leary,  Ward  13; 
Charles  B,  Scanlon,  Ward  14;  Miohael  J.  Dunn. 
Ward  15:  Maurice  B,  Glavin,  Ward  10;  Timothy  J. 
Neville.   Ward   Hi:  George   P.  Selwyn,  Ward  16; 


446 


CITY    COUNCIL. 


Henry   M.    Solan,   Ward   16;      Morris   A.    Kraus, 
Ward    17;    Anthony   J.,    Welch,    Ward    17;     Ulric 

B.  F.  A.  Jenkins,  Ward  18. 

Twenty-three  traverse  jurors.  Superior  Civil 
Court,  Sixth  Session,  January  Sitting,  to  appear 
January  4,  1932: 

John  P.  Gibbons,  Ward  2;  Hugh  T.  Cassidv. 
Ward  3;  James  F.  Collins.  Ward  3;  Russell  S. 
Codman,  Jr.,  Ward  5;  Henry  E.  Reynolds,  Ward 
5;  Frederick  Winsor,  Jr.,  Ward  5;  Frank  B. 
Turner,  Ward  7;  Thomas  Dolan,  Ward  11;  Daniel 
J.  Kelley,  Ward  11;  Bernard  J.  Butler,  Ward  12; 
Hyman  Stern,  Ward  12;  Garrett  H.  Keefe,  Jr., 
Ward  13;  William  E.  Ramsdell.  Ward  13;  Harold 
Doyle, -Ward  14;  William  F.  Henderson,  Ward 
18;  William  Hopkinson,  Ward  18;  William  J. 
Cain,  Ward  19;  Richard  Douglas,  Ward  19; 
Joseph  P.  O'Connor,  Ward  19;  Martin  C.  John- 
son, Ward  20;    John  P.  Lynch,  Ward  20;    Charles 

C.  McBride,  Ward  20;  William  H.  Smith,  Ward  21, 

Twenty-four  traverse  jurors,  Superior  Civil 
Court,  Seventh  Session.  January  Sitting,  to  appear 
January  4,  1932: 

John  J.  Dri8Coll,  Ward  2;  Sam  Weisberg,  Ward 
3;  John  T.  Burns,  Ward  6;  Edward  Doyle,  Ward 
7;  Reginald  B.  Harrison,  Ward  11;  Charles  F. 
McManus,  Ward  12;  Thomas  R.  McLaughlin, 
Ward  13;  Charles  H.  Moran,  Ward  13;  Ben- 
jamin Crosby,  Ward  14;  Harris  R.  Jacobs,  Ward 
14;  Walter  J.  Norton,  Ward  14;  Edward  W. 
Brainerd,  Ward  16;  Charles  F.  Sterlin,  Ward  16; 
Hans  C.  Hanson,  Ward  19;  Daniel  P.  Kelly, 
Ward  19;  James  McHugh,  Ward  19;  Daniel 
Stewart,  Ward  19;  Graham  E.  Bradley,  Ward  20; 
Edward  J.  Devine,  Ward  21;  John  W.  Head, 
Ward  21;  George  F.  Lawson,  Ward  21;  John  F. 
Murphy,  Ward  21;  James  T.  Golden,  Ward  22; 
Olaf  Halvorsen,  Ward  22. 


APPOINTMENTS  BY  THE  MAYOR. 

Subject  to  confirmation  by  the  Council,  the 
Mayor  submitted  the  following  appointments,  for 
the  term  ending  April  30,  1932,  viz.: 

Constables:  Edward  C.  Mailloux,  15  Garrison 
street,  Boston;  Daniel  Tobey,  17  Sonoma  street, 
Roxbury,  with  authority  to  serve  civil  process  upon 
filing  the  bond  required  by  law. 

Weigher  of  Coal:  Catherine  M.  McMahon,  5 
Clifton  street,  Roxbury. 

Severally  laid  over  a  week  under  the  law. 


WARREN-BUNKER     HILL 
SCHOOL. 


PRIMARY 


The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  December  7,  1931. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, —  I  herewith  transmit  to  you  report 
from  Miss  Ellen  C.  Cronin,  Secretary  to  the  Boston 
School  Committee,  relative  to  your  request  for  an 
estimate  of  the  cost  of  removing  the  old  Warren- 
Bunker  Hill  Primary  School.  This  is  in  reply  to 
your  order  of  November  16,  1931. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
School  Committee,  December  4,  1931. 
Hon.  James  M.  Curley, 

Mayor  of  Boston. 

Dear  Sir, —  The  School  Committee  in  conference 
on  Monday  evening  of  this  week,  November  30, 
1931,  received  the  order  passed  by  the  City  Council 
on  November  16,  1931,  requesting  the  School 
Committee,  through  your  Honor,  to  submit  to 
the  Council  an  estimate  of  the  cost  of  removing 
the  old  Warren-Bunker  Hill  Primary  School  and 
the  taking  of  land  in  the  immediate  vicinity  for 
schoolyard  purposes,  and  to  include  the  amount 
necessary  for  this  purpose  in  their  budget  for  1932. 

The  Committee  respectfully  reports  that  there  is 
no  "  Warren-Bunker  Hill  Primary  School"  although 
there  are  five  primary  buildings  in  the  Warren- 
Bunker  Hill  District  at  this  time.  Which  of  the 
buildings  may  be  released  for  occupancy  in  the 
near  future  on  account  of  the  opening  of  the  new 
Clarence  R.  Edwards  Intermediate  School  has  not 
yet  been  determined  and  probably  may  not  be 
determined  until  the  results  of  the  city-wide  study 


now  under  way  shall  be  available.  The  Charles- 
town  section  will  have  the  early  consideration  of 
the  Budgetary  Committee  and  the  Committee 
hopes  to  have  available  at  a  reasonably  early  date 
definite  information  as  to  desirable  combinations  of 
schools  which  may  make  possible  discontinuance 
of  some  of  the  old  school  buildings. 

Just  as  soon  as  the  information  on  Charles- 
town  is  available,  the  School  Committee  will  make 
reply  to  the  City   Council. 

Very  truly  yours, 

Ellen  M.  Cronin, 

Secretary. 
Placed  on  file. 


APPOINTMENT   OF  ADDITIONAL   POLICE 
OFFICERS. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston. 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  December  7.  1931. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  herewith  transmit  to  you  report 
from  Hon.  Eugene  C.  Hultman,  Police  Commis- 
sioner, relative  to  your  request  for  the  appoint- 
ment of  additional  police  officers  for  1932.  This 
is  in  reply  to  your  order  of  November  23.  1931. 
Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley.  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Police  Department,  December  2,  1931. 
Hon.  James  M.  Curley, 

Mayor  of  Boston. 
Dear    Sir. — I    beg    to    acknowledge    receipt    of 
attested  copy  of  vote  passed  by  the  City  Council 
on  November  23.  1931: 

Ordered.  That  the  Police  Commissioner  be 
requested  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  make 
provision  in  his  budget  for  1932  for  the  appoint- 
ment of  two  hundred  additional  men.  to  fill 
vacancies     caused     by     promotions,     retirements. 

In  City  Council,  November  23.  1931.     Passed. 
Attest: 

W.  J.   Doyle. 
City  Clerk. 
The  purpose  of  this  order  is   not  clear  to  the 
Police  Commissioner  as  he  does  not  need  authority 
to  appoint  police  officers  for  the  purposes  as  set 
forth    in    the    order,    namely,    "to    fill    vacancies 
caused  by  promotions,  retirements,  deaths,  etc." 
Very  truly  yours, 

E.   (  .  Hultman, 
Police  Commissioner. 
Placed  on  file. 


BUS   TRANSPORTATION    TO    BOSTON 
SANATORIUM. 

The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston. 
( iftioe  of  the  Mayor.  December  7.  1931. 
I  'i  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen. — I  herewith  transmit  to  you  report 
from  Joseph  P.  Manning,  President  of  the  Board 
of  Trustees  of  the  City  Hospital,  regarding  your 
request  for  bus  transportation  from  the  hospital 
to  the  Dorchester  Kapid  Transit  System.  This  is 
in  reply  to  your  order  of  November  16.  1931. 
Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley.  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston. 
Hospital  Department,  November  30.  1931. 
Mr.  W.  J.  Doyle. 
City  Clerk. 

Dear  Mr.  Doyle. — At  a  meeting  of  the  Board  of 
Trustees  held  on  November  27,  a  notice  from  the 
City  Clerk  transmitting  order  of  the  City  Council, 
whereby  the  trustees  are  requested,  through  his 
Honor  the  Mayor,  to  consider  the  advisability  of 
operating  a  bus  for  the  purpose  of  bringing  visitors 
from  the  nearest  adjacent  station  of  the  Dor- 
chester Rapid  Transit  System  to  the  Boston 
Sanatorium  and  return,  was  presented. 

This  communication  was  given  very  careful 
consideration,  and  it  was  brought  out  in  the  dis- 
cussion that  the  Boston  Elevated  Railway  had 
experimented  with  bus  sen-ice  on  River  street  for 
a  considerable  length  of  time  and  that  their  buses 
average  3j  passengers  per  round  trip  from  Matta- 
pan  square  to  Dorchester  Lower  Mills,  and  not 
all  of  the  persons  riding  in  the  buses  were  from 
Mattapan  (Sanatorium  Division). 
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The  trustees  believe  it  an  expensive  proposition 
to  supply  bus  service  to  the  hospital  and  do  not 
deem  it  wise  to  enter  the  transportation  business 
at  this  time. 

Yours  sincerely, 

Joseph  P.  Manntng, 
President,  Board  of  Trustees. 
Placed  on  file. 


EXTENSION  OF  UNIT  2,  AUTOMATIC 

TRAFFIC  SIGNAL  SYSTEM. 
.The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  December  4,  1931 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  am  in  receipt  of  a  request  from 
the  Traffic  Commissioner  for  an  appropriation  of 
$16,000  to  permit  of  an  extension  of  the  Unit  2, 
automatic  traffic  signal  system.  This  extension 
is  to  be  made  on  Massachusetts  avenue,  from 
Tremont  street  to  Southampton  street,  and  on 
Tremont  street  at  West  Newton,  Dartmouth  and 
Berkeley  streets. 

I  am  of  the  opinion  that  the  extension  contem- 
plated is  desirable,  and  therefore  submit  herewith 
a  loan  order  in  the  amount  requested.  I  respect- 
fully recommend  adoption  of  this  order  by  your 
honorable  body. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  $16,000  be,  and  hereby 
is,  appropriated,  to  be  expended  under  the  direc- 
tion of  the  Boston  Traffic  Commission,  for  Auto- 
matic Traffic  Signal  System,  and  that  the  City 
Treasurer  be  authorized  to  issue,  from  time  to 
time,  upon  request  by  the  Mayor,  bonds  or  cer- 
tificates of  indebtedness  of  the  city  to  said  amount. 

Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 


RESCISSION    OF    PORTION    OF    TRAFFIC 
SIGNAL  LOAN. 

The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  December  4,  1931. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — The  Traffic  Commission  at  a  meet- 
ing held  on  the  3d  instant  voted  to  request  the 
rescission  of  a  portion  of  the  loan  order  passed  in 
1929, for  the  installation  of  automatic  traffic  signals 
on  Massachusetts  avenue,  from  Tremont  street 
to  Harvard  Bridge.  The  original  loan  was  for 
$125,000,  and  the  installation  has  been  completed 
at  a  final  cost  of  $83,000,  leaving  a  balance  of 
$42,000  no  longer  required. 

In  accordance  with  the  vote  of  the  commission 
I  submit  herewith  an  order  providing  for  the  re- 
scission   of    the   latter   amount,    and    respectfully 
recommend  its  adoption  by  your  honorable  body. 
Respectfully. 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

Ordered,  That  the  right  to  borrow  money  for 
automatic  traffic  signal  system  on  Massachusetts 
avenue,  from  Tremont  street  to  Harvard  Bridge, 
under  loan  order  passed  December  16,  1929,  and 
approved  by  .the  Mayor  December  18,  1929,  be 
limited  to  $83,000,  and  that  the  authorization  to 
borrow  in  excess  of  said  amount  for  said  purpose 
be,  and  the  same  hereby  is,  rescinded. 

Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 


SALE    OF   OLD    APPARATUS    BY    FIRE 
DEPARTMENT. 

The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  December  7,  1931. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  beg  to  submit  herewith  request 
for  authorization  from  the  Fire  Commissioner  for 
the  disposal  or  sale  of  ancient  apparatus  now  in 
the  control  of  the  Fire  Department.  The  Finance 
Commission  has  protested  against  a  trade-in  price 
of  $100  on  apparatus  of  this  character  in  the  past, 
and  in  order  that  no  reasonable  objection  may  be 
raised  to  the  price  received  and  disposition  I  favor 
sale  by  public  auction  at  an  upset  price  of  $25  per 
piece. 


There  is  no  means  of  determining  the  value  of 
this  apparatus  or  what  it  may  bring  at  public 
auction  and  since  there  is  no  demand  for  it  by 
private  sale  I  accordingly  recommend  the  adoption 
of  the  accompanying  order. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Fire  Department.  November  24.  1931. 
Hon.  James  M.  Curley. 

Mayor  of  Boston. 
Dear     Sir, — This    department    has    some     old 
apparatus  on  hand  which  should  be'  disposed  of  at 
auction    as   soon    as   possible.     The   apparatus    is 
stored  in  the  open  air  and  is  as  follows: 

Serial  No.  300,  school  car,  purchased  in  1911. 
Serial  No.  323,  hose  wagon,  purchased  in  1919. 
Serial  No.  324,  hose  wagon,  purchased  in  1919. 
Serial  No.  325.  hose  wagon,  purchased  in  1919. 
Serial  No.  327,  hose  wagon,  purchased  in  1919. 
Serial  No.  329,  hose  wagon,  purchased  in  1919. 
Serial  No.  331,  hose  wagon,  purchased  in  1920. 
Serial  No.  332,  hose  wagon,  purchased  in  1920. 
1    respectfully   request   that   permission    be   ob- 
tained from  the  City  Council  to  sell  this  old  mate- 
rial at  public  auction  as  we  have  no  way  of  knowing 
now  what  price  may  be  obtained  for  it. 
Yours  very  truly. 

Edward  F.  McLaughlin, 

Fire  Commissioner. 

Ordered.  That  the  Fire  Commissioner  be  author- 
ized to  sell  at  public  auction,  at  an  upset  price  of 
$25  each,  the  old  apparatus  described  as  follows: 

Serial  No.  300,  school  car,  purchased  in  1911. 

Serial   No.  323,  hose  wagon,   purchased   in  1919. 

Serial  No.  324,  hose  wagon,  purchased  in  1919. 

Serial  No.  325,  hose  wagon,  purchased  in  1919. 

Serial  No.  327,  hose  wagon,  purchased  in  1919. 

Serial  No.  329,  hose  wagon,  purchased  in  1919. 

Serial  No.  331,  hose  wagon,  purchased  in  1920. 

Serial  No.  332.  hose  wagon,  purchased  in  1920. 

Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 


W'I'ROPRIATION   FOR    MUNICIPAL 
EMPLOYMENT   BUREAU, 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  tlic  Mayor,  December  7,  1931. 
'l'o  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  am  advised  by  the  Director  of 
the  Employment  Bureau  that  the  appropriation 
for  his  department  is  exhausted.  I  accordingly 
submit  herewith  an  order  providing  for  an  appro- 
priation of  810,000  for  this  department  and  respect- 
fully recommend  its  adoption  by  your  honorable 
body. 

Respectfully, 
James  m.  Curley,  Mayor. 

Ordered,  That  a  sum  not.  in  excess  of  $10,000 
be,  and  hereby  is.  appropriated,  to  be  expended 
by  the  Municipal  Employment  Bureau,  under  the 
direction  of  the  Mayor,  in  the  prosecution  of  its 
duties,  said  sum  to  be  charged  to  the  Reserve  Fund. 

Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 


PETITIONS    REFERRED. 
The    following     petitions     were     received     and 
referred  to  the  committees  named,  viz.: 

Claims. 

Lucy  \.  Mimics,  for  compensation  for  damage  to 

property  at  215  Temple  street..  West  Roxbury, 
during  sidewalk  construction. 

.1.  Si.  Blakeley,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  property  at  48  Ridgemont  street,  caused  by  fire 
apparatus. 

John  Brooks,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  an  alleged  defect  in  Coining  School 

KalTaele  Cela,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
received  on   East  Boston  Ferry. 

Joseph  N.  Dahl,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  city  car. 

Fred  W.  Fessendcn,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  car  by  ash  truck. 

Jane  F.  Gillen,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  an  alleged  delect  at  17  Centre  avenue, 
I  Jori'hester. 
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Frank  E.  Glennon,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  car  by  fire  wagon. 

Annie  Is.  Hughes,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  an  alleged  defect  in  Boynton  street, 
Jamaica  Plain. 

Mrs.  Mary  J.  Leary,  for  compensation  for 
injuries  caused  by  an  alleged  defect  at  29  St. 
Andrew  road. 

Katherine  G.  Mooney,  for  compensation  for 
damage  to  property  at  34  Selden  street,  caused  by 
sidewalk  construction. 

Poole  Printing  Company,  for  refund  on  refuse 
tickets. 

Samuel  Reshick,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  property  at  90  Salem  street,  caused  by  city 
street  sweeper. 

Charles  E.  Riordan,  to  be  reimbursed  for  ex- 
penses incurred  in  digging  drain  at  9  Decatur 
street,  Charlestown. 

Catherine  Sorgi,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  an  alleged  defect  in  Warren  street. 

Anna  and  Olympia  Tramonte,  for  compensation 
for  injuries  received  on  North  Ferry. 

John  E.  Walsh,  for  compensation  for  damage  to 
clothing  caused  by  an  alleged  defect  at  Tremont 
and  Bromfield  streets. 

Mrs.  Elsie  Whitehead,  for  compensation  for  loss 
of  clothing  at  City  Hospital. 

Emma  B.  Eastman,  for  compensation  for  dam- 
age to  car  by  city  car. 

Executive. 

Petition  of  Helen  H.  Abbott,  to  be  paid  an 
annuity  on  account  of  death  of  her  husband, 
William  L.  Abbott,  a  member  of  the  Police  Depart- 
ment. 

Petition  of  John  Gormley,  laborer  in  Park 
Department,  to  be  retired. 

Special  Committee  on  Jitney  Licenses. 
Petition  of  Boston  Elevated  Railway  Company 
for  license  to  operate  motor  vehicles  between 
junction  of  Gallivan  Boulevard  and  Morton  street 
and  Ashmont  Station,  Dorchester,  over  Gallivan 
Boulevard,  Washington  street,  Ashmont  street, 
Dorchester  avenue. 


SIDEWALK   ASSESSMENTS. 

Communications  were  received  from  the  Com- 
missioner of  Public  Works,  with  accompanying 
orders  assessing  half  cost  of  construction  of  arti- 
ficial stone  sidewalks  on  following  streets,  to 
owners  of  record  of  estates  bordering  thereon,  viz.: 

Half  Cost . 

Metropolitan  avenue,  Ward  18 $1,190  69 

Haskins  street,  Ward  9 452  25 

Sorrento  street,  Ward  22 74  60 

The  communications  were  placed  on  file  and 
the  orders  severally  passed. 


NOTICE    OF    INTEREST    IN    CONTRACT. 

Notice  was  received  from  Joseph  A.  Tomasello, 
member  of  the  Board  of  Appeal,  of  interest  in 
contract  of  A.  G.  Tomasello  &  Son,  Inc.,  with 
City  of  Boston  for  removal  of  snow  and  ice  in 
District  No.  6. 

Placed  on  file. 


RAILROAD  POLICE  ON  BOSTON,  REVERE 
BEACH  &  LYNN  RAILROAD. 

Notice  was  received  from  the  Boston,  Revere 
Beach  &  Lynn  Railroad  Company  that  it  has 
ceased  to  require  the  services  of  persons  listed 
in  said  letter  as  railroad  police  officers. 

Placed  on  file. 


PRINTING   OF   LIST   OF   STREETS, 
WARDS   AND   PRECINCTS. 

Coun.  ARNOLD  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Board  of  Street  Commis- 
sioners be  authorized  to  prepare  and  have  printed 
four  thousand  copies  of  a  list  of  streets  giving 
the  wards  and  precincts  as  determined  November 
24,  1931;  two  thousand  copies  to  be  bound  in 
cloth  nnd  the  remainder  in  borrds;  sfid  copies 
to  be  listributed  under  the  direction  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Printing;  the  expense  of  preparation 
and  printing  to  be  charged  to  the  Reserve  Fund. 
Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


SOLDIERS'   RELIEF. 

Coun.  LYNCH,  for  the  Committee  on  Soldiers' 
Relief,  submitted  report  recommending  passage 
of  order  for  payment  of  aid  to  soldiers  and  sailors 
and  their  families  in  the  City  of  Boston  for  the 
month  of  December,  1931. 

Report  accepted;  said  order  passed. 


PAYMENT   OF   EMPLOYEES   BEFORE 
CHRISTMAS. 

Coun.  RUBY  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  City  Auditor  be  authorized 
to  allow  for  payment  and  the  City  Treasurer  to 
pay  the  monthly  and  weekly  pay  rolls  of  employ- 
ees on  or  before  December  24,  1931,  in  anticipa- 
tion of  Christmas. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


ARC  LAMP,  WARD  8. 

Coun.  DOWD  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,    That    the    Commissioner    of    Public 
Works    be    requested,    through    his    Honor    the 
Mayor,  to  install  an  electric  arc  lamp  at  the  corner 
of  Burrill  street  and  Clifton  street,  Ward  8. 
Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


REQUEST  FOR  COPIES  OF  GARBAGE 
CONTRACT. 

Coun.  DOWD  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Boston  Finance  Commission 
be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to 
forward  to  the  City  Council  copies  of  the  two  re- 
ports pertaining  to  the  garbage  contract,  made  by 
said  commission  to  his  Honor  the  Mayor. 

Coun.  DOWD — Mr.  President,  I  have  been  ad- 
vised officially  by  the  secretary  of  the  Finance 
Commission  that  during  the  last  six  months  a  study 
of  the  present  garbage  contract  has  been  made  by 
the  Finance  Commission,  and  that  their  findings, 
which  have  been  sent  to  the  Mayor,  evidently  are 
not  agreeable  or  satisfactory  to  him.  The  docu- 
ment has  not  been  made  public,  and  the  Finance 
Commission  even  refuses  to  allow  a  member  of 
this  body  to  see  it  unless  the  request  be  made 
through  the  regular  channels.  I  have,  therefore, 
in  this  order  asked  the  Finance  Commission  to 
present  to  the  members  of  the  City  Council  copies 
of  the  two  reports  they  have  submitted  to  the 
Mayor  in  reference  to  the  garbage  question  and  to 
incinerators. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


USE     OF     STATE     ARMORIES     BY 
UNEMPLOYED. 

Coun.  DOWD  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  requested 
to  call  upon  his  Excellency  the  Governor  of  the 
Commonwealth  to  allow  the  use  of  the  State 
armories  throughout  the  city  for  dormitory  use  for 
the  unemployed  and  destitute  during  the  winter 
months. 
Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


PROPOSED     ABOLITION     OF     OVERSEERS 
OF   PUBLIC  WELFARE. 

Coun.  DOWD  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Legislative  Committee  of  the 
Boston  City  Council  be  instructed  to  prepare,  and 
file  with  the  incoming  Legislature,  legislation  to 
provide  for  the  abolition  of  the  present  Board  of 
Overseers  of  the  Public  Welfare,  and  the  substitu- 
tion of  a  paid  commissioner  of  Public  Welfare,  and 
two  paid  deputv  commissioners. 

Coun.  DOWD— Mr.  President,  I  hardly  think 
after  the  events  of  last  year  in  this  Council  that 
any  councilor  will  disagree  with  me  when  I  say 
that  the  present  Board  has  been  acting  in  an  in- 
efficient manner  in  spending  $7,000,CCO  of  our 
money.  We  have  there  an  unpaid  Board,  of 
whom  the  Finance  Commission  say  in  their  report 
that  some  attend  meetings  and  some  do  not.  The 
Finance  Commission  continue  and  say: 
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"The  Finance  Commission  cannot  condemn  too 
strongly  the  system  under  which  the  grants  have 
been  made.  The  widest  latitude  is  left  to  visitor, 
clerk  and  official  alike,  and  almost  anything  is 
possible  under  the  system.  The  Finance  Com- 
mission can  only  say  that  in  the  limited  time  it 
has  had  to  make  this  investigation  and  with  the 
limited  finances  for  it,  the  commission's  investiga- 
tors have  not  found  dishonesty  on  the  part  of  the 
employees,  but  have  found  a  system  wide  open  for 
fraud  and  dishonesty." 

They  go  on  further  to  state: 

"Twelve  different  committees  of  the  Board  of 
twelve  Overseers  are  now  supposed  to  direct 
administration  through  the  secretary.  The  records 
show  frequent  meetings  and  regular  attendance  by 
the  majority  of  the  members,  but  such  infrequent 
attendance  by  others  that  their  membership  is 
useless." 

They  further  say: 

"A  proper  check-up  financially,  therefore,  is  a 
very  difficult  proposition,  and  the  blame  for  it 
must  be  placed  at  the  door  of  the  Overseers  because 
repeatedly  for  several  years  the  public  accountant 
sent  in  annually  by  the  City  Auditor  to  examine 
the  books  has  called  the  attention  of  the  Board  to 
the  condition  of  its  financial  records  without 
avail." 

So,  therefore,  it  would  seem  to  me,  in  view  of  the 
report  of  the  Finance  Commission  and  in  view  of 
our  own  understanding  of  the  matter,  that  unpaid 
boards  in  any  department  are  absolutely  useless; 
that  a  department  spending  $7,000,000  should  be 
under  the  paid  direction  of  one  paid  commissioner. 
We  have  departments  of  the  City  of  Boston  of 
which  the  commissioners  in  charge  get  from  $6,000 
to  $9,000  per  year,  and  their  departments  save 
$500,000,  $700,000,  and  in  some  cases  even  more. 
But  here  we  have  a  department  of  which  the 
Finance  Commission  says  every  branch  is  open  to 
fraud  and  dishonesty.  Therefore,  I  am  presenting 
this  order  asking  the  incoming  legislative  com- 
mittee to  prepare  and  present  to  the  Legislature 
a  bill  to  abolish  the  present  Board  of  Public 
Welfare  and  substitute  therefor  a  paid  commis- 
sioner and  two  paid  deputy  commissioners. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


INFORMATION   IN   RE    COST   OF   MEATS. 

Coun.  DOWD  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Boston  Finance  Commission 
be  requested,   through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,   to 
furnish  the  City  Council  with  the  following  infor- 
mation: 

1.  The  names  of  concerns  selling  meat  to  the 
city  from  September  15  to  October  15,  1931. 

2.  The  amount  of  money  paid  each  concern. 

3.  Specifications  in  full  pertaining  to  all  meats 
purchased  during  said  period. 

4.  Price  per  pound  paid  for  meats  of  all  kinds 
and  descriptions. 

Coun.  DOWD — Mr.  President,  I  should  hardly 
think  it  would  be  necessary  for  a  member  of  the 
City  Council  to  continually  send  in  specific  re- 
quests to  the  Supply  Department,  through  the 
Mayor,  for  information,  because  of  the  fact  that 
we  are  denied  that  information.  I  have  in  mind 
the  fact  that  Councilor  Norton  of  Hyde  Park 
several  times  tried  to  secure  a  report  from  the 
Supply  Department  in  regard  to  different  matters 
and  has  failed.  Three  weeks  ago  today  I  put  in 
an  order  asking  for  information  in  connection  with 
the  Mohawk  Packing  Company.  It  seems  that 
it  is  very  distasteful  for  the  Mayor  or  anybody 
else  to  send  up  here  any  such  information,  because 
they  know  what  I  am  after.  I  have  the  prices 
that  they  pay  and  the  market  prices.  But  I  want 
their  official  list  before  I  go  further  —  and  I  can 
assure  you  that  what  I  have  is  the  absolute  truth. 
But  the  Mayor's  Supply  Department  is  afraid  to 
send  a  report  in  here.  So  I  am  asking  in  this 
order  the  Finance  Commission,  appointed  by  the 
Governor,  to  look  into  the  matter  and  to  furnish 
us  with  the  specified  information. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


PROPOSED  PAYMENT  TO  DEPOSITORS  IN 
INDUSTRIAL    BANK. 

Coun.  DOWD  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  requested 
to  call  upon  his  Excellency  the  Governor  to  in- 


struct the  Bank  Commissioner  to  make  such 
arrangements  as  will  insure  the  depositors  in  the 
Industrial  Bank  receiving  a  portion  of  their  money 
before  Christmas,  1931. 

Coun.  DOWD — Mr.  President,  I  believe  that 
any  such  bank  as  this,  which  had  to  close  its  doors 
several  months  ago,  should  be  in  a  position  by  this 
time  to  liquidate  at  least  a  part  of  its  assets.  Here 
we  have  an  institution  with  8,000  depositors,  who 
have  not  yet  been  informed  by  the  Bank  Commis- 
sioner just  what  has  taken  place  there.  I  have  in 
my  district  some  five  hundred  depositors,  and  last 
week  I  received  twenty  five  letters  in  regard  to  the 
matter.  The  poor  souls  have  their  money  tied  up 
there,  and  are  anxious  to  get  a  part  of  it,  particu- 
larly at  a  time  like  this.  Certainly  there  would  be 
no  reason  why  the  Governor  cannot  instruct  the 
Bank  Commissior  er  to  go  to  this  institution  and 
arrange  to  have  the  depositors  get  a  small  loan,  at 
least,  on  whatever  assets  are  left,  before  Christmas 
time. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


RECESS. 

The  Council  voted,  at  3.42  p.  m.,  on  motion  of 
Coun.  POWER,  to  take  a  recess  subject  to  the  call 
of  the  Chair.  The  members  reassembled  in  the 
Council  Chamber  and  were  called  to  order  by 
President  McGRATH  at  4.42  p.  m. 


EXECUTIVE  COMMITTEE  REPORTS. 

Coun.  GALLAGHER,  for  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee, submitted  the  following: 

1.  Report  on  petition  of  John  Gormley  (re- 
ferred today)  to  be  retired  as  laborer  in  Park  De- 
partment— recommending  passage  of  following 
order,  viz.: 

Ordered,  That  the  Retirement  Board  of  Laborers 
be  hereby  authorized  and  requested  to  retire,  under 
the  provisions  of  chapter  765  of  the  Acts  of  1914, 
as  amended  by  chapter  63  of  the  Special  Acts  of 
1915,  John  Gormley,  employed  in  the  labor  service 
of  the  Park  Department. 

Report  accepted;  said  order  passed. 

2.  Report  on  petition  of  Susie  Cavagnaro 
(referred  November  30)  for  the  payment  of  an 
annuity  on  account  of  the  death  of  her  husband, 
Joseph  L.  A.  Cavagnaro,  late  member  of  the 
Police  Department,  on  November  17,  1931. 
recommending  passage  of  the  accompanying 
order,  viz.: 

Ordered,  That  under  the  provisions  of  chapter 
241  of  the  Acts  of  1930,  an  annuity  of  one  thousand 
dollars  be  allowed  and  paid  to  Susie  Cavagnaro, 
widow  of  Joseph  L.  A.  Cavagnaro,  a  member  of 
the  Police  Department  who  died  on  November  17, 
1931,  from  injuries  received  in  the  performance  of 
His  duty;  said  annuity  to  date  from  November  18, 
1931,  and  to  continue  so  long  as  said  widow  shall 
remain  unmarried;  and  to  be  charged  to  the 
appropriation  for  Police  Department,  Pensions 
and  Annuities. 

Report  accepted;  said  order  passed. 

3.  Report  on  message  of  Mayor  and  order 
(referred  today)  that  Fire  Commissioner  be 
authorized  to  sell  at  public  auction,  at  an  upset 
price  of  $25  each,  old  apparatus  of  Fire  Depart- 
ment as  specified — that  same  ought  to  pass. 

Report  accepted;  said  order  passed. 

4.  Report  on  message  of  Mayor  and  order 
(referred  today)  that  sum  not  in  excess  of  $10,000 
be  appropriated,  to  be  expended  by  Municipal 
Employment  Bureau,  under  direction  of  the 
Mayor, — recommending  passage  of  order  in  fol- 
lowing new  draft,  viz.: 

Ordered,  That  a  sum  not  in  excess  of  $5,000  be, 
and  hereby  is,  appropriated,  to  be  expended  by 
the  Municipal  Employment  Bureau,  under  the 
direction  of  the  Mayor,  in  the  prosecution  of  its 
duties,  said  sum  to  be  charged  to  the  Reserve 
Fund. 

The  report  was  accepted  and  the  question 
came  on  the  passage  of  the  order. 

Coun.  DOWD — Mr.  President.  I  would  move 
as  an  amendment  to  the  order  that  the  amount 
read  "83,000."  I  do  so  because  of  the  fact  that 
I  have  been  informed  by  the  Budget  Commissioner 
of  the  City  of  Boston  that  the  weekly  expense  of 
the  Employment  Bureau,  including  salaries  and 
everything  else,  does  not  run  over  $600  a  week. 
We  have  a  little  over  three  weeks  left  in  the  year. 
That  will  give  them  plenty  of  money  to  get  through 
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the  balance  of  the  season  and  have  something  left 
over.  I  don't  see  how  the  Council  is  justified  in 
giving  any  department  enough  to  carry  it  over 
into  another  year  to  any  extent.  Personally  I 
think,  as  I  stated  in  the  Executive  Committee, 
that  it  would  be  a  wonderful  thing  for  the  tax- 
payers of  Boston,  and  that  something  really  worth- 
while would  be  done  for  them,  if  the  entire 
Employment  Bureau  were  abolished.  Of  course, 
we  all  understand  that  that  would  mean  unem- 
ployment for  some  very  decent  young  men  and 
women  now  working  there,  whom  we  would  not 
want  to  throw  out  of  work.  But  if  $3,000  is 
appropriated  at  this  time  that  is  sufficient  to  carry 
the  department  along.  But  nobody  can  tell  me 
about  the  work  of  the  department.  It  is  a  known 
fact  that  the  director,  after  leaving  the  last  Curley 
administration,  loafed  for  four  years,  couldn't  get 
another  position  until  Curley  came  in  again  and 
reappointed  him  as  the  head  of  the  Employment 
Bureau.  If  a  man  cannot  get  a  position  himself, 
how  in  the  world  can  he  do  anything  for  any  other 
individual?  I  would  like  to  have  the  members 
of  this  body  go  down  to  the  Employment  Office 
and  find  out  how  it  is  run.  We  all  know  that  the 
amount  that  is  spent  on  the  department  would 
take  care  of  a  great  many  families  in  the  City 
of  Boston,  and  1  do  not  fee!  that  the  Council  is 
justified  in  spending  $35,000  that  does  no  good 
whatsoever.  They  get  no  jobs  for  anybody, 
outside  of  a  few  jobs  that  are  controlled  by  the 
city  and  state,  anyway.  I  am  absolutely  satisfied 
that  the  office  is  a  nuisance,  that  it  is  a  burden 
on  the  taxpayers,  and  that  it  should  be  abolished. 
Coun.  Dowd's  amendment,  making  the  amount 
$3,000  instead  of  $5,000,  was  adopted,  and  the 
order  as  amended  was  passed,  yeas  17,  nays  0. 

5.  Report  on  message  of  Mayor  and  order 
(referred  today)  that  the  right  to  borrow  money 
for  automatic  traffic  signal  system  on  Massachu- 
setts avenue,  from  'Fremont  street  to  Harvard 
Bridge,  under  loan  order  passed  December  16, 
1929,  be  limited  to  1*83,000  and  that  authorization 
to  borrow  in  excess  of  said  amount  for  said  pur- 
pose be  rescinded. — that  same  ought  to  pass. 

Keport  accepted;  said  order  passed,  yeas  17, 
nays  0. 

6.  Keport  on  message  of  Mayor  and  ordei 
(referred  today)  that  $10,000  be  appropriated,  to 
be  expended  under  the  direction  of  the  Huston 
Traffic  Commission,  for  automatic  traffic  signal 
system,  and  that  City  Treasurer  be  authorized 
to  issue,  from  time  to  time,  upon  request  of  the 
Mayor,  bonds  or  certificates  of  indebtedness  of  the 
city  to  said  amount,—  that  same  ought  to  pass. 

Keport  accepted;  said  order  given  its  first  read- 
ing and  passage,  yeas  17,  naysO. 

The  order  will  come  up  for  second  reading  and 
passage  in  not  less  than  fourteen  days. 


ABANDONMENT    OF   AUTOMOBILES 

Coun.  HEIN,  for  the  Committee  on  Ordinances, 
submitted  the  following: 

1.  Report  on  message  of  Mayor  and  ordinance 
(referred  November  3)  in  regard  to  abandonment  of 
automobiles, — recommending  that  same  be  passed. 

Keport  accepted;    said  ordinance  passed. 


CONFIRMATION   OF   EXECUTIVE 

APPOINTMENTS. 

Under  unfinished  business,  President  McGRATH 
called  up  No.  1  on  the  calendar,  viz.; 

1.  Action  on  appointments  submitted  by  the 
Mayor  November  30,  1931,  of  Arthur  S.  Richards 
and  Henry  Marden,  to  be  Weighers  of  Coal;  and 
Thomas  Forest  and  Hilary  J.  McGunigle,  to  be 
Weighers  of  Goods. 

The  question  came  on  confirmation.  Com- 
mittee, Coun.  Hein  and  Fitzgerald.  Whole  num- 
ber of  ballots  16,  yeas  16,  and  the  appointments 
were  confirmed. 


REPORT     OF     COMMITTEE     ON     CLAIMS. 

Coun.  BLJSH,  for  the  Committee  on  Claims, 
submitted  the  following; 

1.  Report  on  petition  (referred  September  28, 
.1931)  of  Dennis  V.  Driscoll  for  reimbursement 
for  judgment  against  him  on  account  of  his  acts 
as  a  member  of  the  Boston  Fire  Department 
April  16,  1927, — recommending  passage  of  the 
accompanying  order,  viz.; 


Ordered.  That  the  sum  of  one  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  fifty  dollars  be  allowed  and  paid  to 
Dennis  V.  Driscoll  in  reimbursement  for  the 
amount  of  a  judgment  against  him  on  account  of 
his  acts  as  a  member  of  tfce  Boston  Fire  Depart- 
ment, said  sum  to  be  charged  to  the  Reserve  Fund. 

Coun.  FITZGERALD— Mr.  President,  I  would 
like  to  have  the  chairman  of  the  committee  inform 
the  Council  what  this  reimbursement  is  for. 

Coun.  BUSH — Mr.  President,  I  think  the  facts 
are  contained  in  the  letter  from  Mr.  Silverman 
accompanying  the  order.     (Reading): 

November  17,  1931. 
Samuel  Silverman,  Esquire, 

Corporation  Counsel,  Boston. 
Re    Dennis  F.  Driscoll  r.  City  of  Boston. 

Dear  Sir, — This  is  a  claim  for  indemnification 
filed  by  one  Dennis  F.  Driscoll,  a  fireman,  because 
of  an  execution  obtained  against  him  for  dam- 
ages arising  out  of  an  accident  in  which  he  was 
involved  while  acting  as  a  fireman  in  the  per- 
formance of  his  duty. 

Mr.  Driscoll  is  a  fireman  attached  to  Ladder 
Truck  No.  20  and  during  a  fire  on  April  16,  1927, 
his  truck  was  ordered  to  cover  the  quarters  of 
Ladder  No.  28  during  the  absence  of  the  men  at 
the  fire.  On  the  way  to  the  quarters  of  Ladder 
No.  28,  the  truck  of  No.  20  driven  by  the  claimant 
was  in  a  collision  with  an  automobile  at  the  corner 
of  Columbia  road  and  Seaver  street.  Suit  was 
brought  against  Mr.  Driscoll  as  a  result  of  this 
accident  by  Mrs.  Annie  Van  Vloten,  and  after  a 
trial  by  jury  in  Suffolk  Superior  Court  a  judgment 
was  entered  for  $1,750  and  execution  issued  for 
that  amount. 

The  claimant  incurred  this  liability  while  per- 
forming his  duty  as  a  fireman,  and  I  respectfully 
request  that  he  be  indemnified  in  the  sum  of 
$1,750,  as  recommended  by  the  Fire  Commis- 
sioner, whose  letter  is  hereto  attached. 
Very  truly  yours, 

M.   A.  Costello, 
Assistant  Corporation  Counsel. 
Approved: 

Samuel  Silverman, 

Corporation  Counsel. 

Report  accepted;   order  passed. 

2.  Keport  on  petition  of  Sterling  Farms  Mill; 
Company  (referred  January  13,  1930)  for  com- 
pensation for  the  loss  of  a  horse  killed  by  a  dog 
on  July  27,  1929, — recommending  passage  of  the 
accompanying  order,  viz.: 

Ordered.  That  there  be  allowed  and  paid  to  the 
Sterling  Farms  Milk  Company  the  sum  of  four 
hundred  dollars  in  compensation  for  the  loss  of  a 
horse  killed  by  a  dog  on  July  27,  1929,  said  sum  to 
be  paid  from  the  income  from  dog  licenses. 

Coun.  CURTIS — Mr.  President.  I  would  ask 
the  chairman  if  that  was  a  city  dog? 

Coun.  BUSH — Mr.  President,  at  one  of  the 
previous  meetings  of  the  Council  this  year  I  out- 
lined the  law  under  which  these  orders  are  intro- 
duced and  gave  the  chapter  and  sections  of  the 
General  Laws  covering  the  matter.  The  law 
provides  that  if  a  rabid  dog  or  any  dog  is  uniden- 
tified and  injures  any  domestic  animal — a  hen. 
horse  or  cow — the  right  devolves  upon  the  injured 
party,  the  owner  of  the  domestic  animal,  to  bring 
a  suit  against  the  city  for  the  damage  done. 

Coun.  CURTIS — And  Mr.  Silverman  approved 
this? 

Coun.  BUSH — It  has  been  approved  by  the  Law 
Department. 

Coun.  DOWD— Mr.  President,  may  I  ask  how 
much  the  owner  of  the  horse  asks  for  in  his  original 
letter  to  the  Law  Department? 

President  McG RATH— The  Chair  would  state 
that  the  claimant  does  not  specify  any  amount, 
that  this  amount  of  $400  was  arrived  at  by  two 
appraisers  appointed  by  the   Police   Department. 

Report  accepted;    order  passed. 


NAME   OF   X-RAY   TECHNICIAN. 

Coun.  WILSON  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  trustees  of  the  Boston  City 
Hospital  be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the 
Mayor,  to  advise  the  City  Council  forthwith  the 
name  of  the  technician  in  attendance  on  David 
Pendergast  of  Dorchester  during  the  taking  of 
X-rays  on  January  6,  1931. 

Coun.  WILSON — Mr.  President,  I  will  perhaps 
be  criticized  in  some  quarters  for  the  introduction 
of  this  order,  or  for  making  any  criticism  of  the 
Boston   City   Hospital,    on   account    of   its   great 
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service  to  the  citizens  and  because  of  the  fact  that 
its  service  is  rendered  freely;  but,  because  of  what 
happened  to  a  man  in  the  section  of  the  city  I 
represent,  and  because  I  am  on  the  Committee 
on  Claims,  I  feel  that  at  least  justice  demands 
that  something  be  done  in  the  case  of  this  unfor- 
tunate man.  I  do  not  believe  the  case  should  be 
pigeonholed.  The  following  letter  to  the  Mayor 
from  the  injured  man  has  been  received: 

"In  compliance  with  telephone  conversation  of 
April  21,  1931,  I  am  making  a  report  of  an  accident 
to  me  at  the  Boston  City  Hospital  on  January  6, 
1931.  The  City  Hospital  treated  me  for  a  broken 
left  leg  June  19,  1928.  December  26,  1930,  the 
fracture  clinic  of  the  Out-Patient  Department 
asked  me  by  postal  card  to  report  for  examination 
December  30  at  one  o'clock.  I  didn't  go  in,  so  I 
received  a  second  card  reprimanding  me  for 
disappointing  doctors  and  urged  me  to  report  to 
same  place  January  6,  1931.  My  daughter 
brought  me  in  to  satisfy  them  and  the  doctor 
ordered  me  to  be  X-rayed. 

' '  I  went  to  X-Ray  Department  and  was  assigned 
a  dressing  room  to  strip,  and  when  I  came  out  the 
interne  grufrlly  asked  'Why  I  didn't  do  as  I  was 
told,  what  was  my  suspender  doing  on  my  shoul- 
der?' which  I  replied,  'To  hold  up  my  pants.' 

"When  I  got  into  X-ray  room  he  ordered  me 
onto  table  laying  on  my  back,  so  I  closed  my  eyes 
while  he  walked  some  20  or  25  feet  to  turn  on 
machine,  and  before  he  came  back  he  ordered  me 
to  get  up  and  take  off  my  shoes.  While  I  was 
trying  to  get  up  I  bumped  into  X-ray  machine 
which  he  hadn't  removed,  knocking  my  left  eye 
out  on  my  cheek.  He  then  rushed  over  and 
asked  me  what  happened,  as  he  looked  at  blood 
dripping  down  my  cheek.  My  answer  was,  'Why 
didn't  you  remove  machine  out  of  the  way?' 
He  looked  at  eye  and  said  it  would  be  all  right  in 
a  little  while  and  he  told  me  to  lay  down  while 
he  took  two  more  pictures. 

"The  second  time  he  told  me  he  was  through 
and  to  get  up,  but  I  couldn't  see  a  thing  and 
haven't  been  able  to  since  then.  So  he  ordered 
me  into  Ward  O  for  eye  treatment,  where  I  re- 
mained until  April  20,  1931,  when  they  sent  me 
home. 

"And  here  I  am  blind,  through  neglect  of 
interne  in  Boston  City  Hospital,  unable  to  sup- 
port myself  or  help  my  two  aged  single  sisters, 
whom  I  live  writh. 

"Now  I  am  in  very  strained  circumstances 
and  without  any  money  or  means  of  ever  making 
any  again,  and  would  like  to  know  if  there  is  any 
compensation  I  can  get  as  I  am  entirely  blameless 
in  this  accident. 

"Hoping  to  hear  from  you  as  soon  as  possible, 
I  am, 

"  Yours  truly, 

"James  C.  Burke, 
"for  David  Pendergabt." 

I  wrote  a  letter  to  the  City  Hospital  in  regard 
to  the  matteraslongagoas  November  24,1931.  I 
said, 

"I  regret  to  state  that  there  has  been  called  to 
my  attention  the  unfortunate  case  of  David 
Pendergast  of  Dorchester,  who,  it  seems,  early  this 
year  was  being  treated  in  the  Out-Patient  Depart- 
ment of  the  Boston  City  Hospital  and  was  advised 
to  have  an  X-ray  because  of  hip  trouble. 

"I  understand  he  was  placed  on  a  table  over 
which  there  was  a  metal  bracket  customarily 
moved  forward  incident  to  an  operation  and 
following  any  operation  pushed  back  from  its 
position  over  the  table  in  order  that  the  patient 
may  arise  or  be  removed.  Apparently  the  at- 
tendant did  not  push  the  bracket  back  but  never- 
theless told  Mr.  Pendergast,  who  had  the  sight 
of  only  one  eye,  to  get  up,  he  having  removed  his 
glasses  when  on  the  table. 

"When  Mr.  Pendergast  was  told  to  get  up,  the 
corner  of  the  bracket,  of  course,  struck  his  good 
eye,  blinding  it  so  that  at  the  present  time  he  is 
totally  blind  and  in  great  pain.  After  the  accident, 
occurred  doctors  endeavored  to  do  everything 
possible  and  he  remained  in  the  hospital  from 
January  6  to  April  20,  1931,  being  thereupon  sent 
home  to  his  two  elderly  sisters,  where  he  is  now 
being  cared  for  to  the  best  of  their  ability  despite 
destitute  circumstances. 

"Do  I  understand  that  any  effort  has  been 
made  whatever  to  recompense  Pendergast  because 
of  this  unfortunate  accident?  I  would  assume  at 
least  he  should  be  receiving  the  cooperation  of 
Welfare  Aid." 


I  have  failed  to  receive  even  the  courtesy  of  a 
reply  to  what  I  considered  a  fair  letter  to  the 
Boston  City  Hospital,  dealing  with  the  case  of  a 
man  who  was  blinded  through  negligence  of  an 
interne  and  through  no  fault  of  his  own.  I  under- 
stand that  the  Committee  on  Claims  has  had  no 
hearing  upon  the  matter,  although  one  was  re- 
quested by  the  councilor  from  Ward  14  (Coun. 
Kuby).  I  realize,  of  course,  as  a  member  of  the 
bar,  that  perhaps  there  is  no  legal  claim  against 
the  Boston  City  Hospital  as  a  free  institution,  but 
1  have  here  the  report  sent  down  from  the  Law 
Department,  when  the  claim  was  disallowed,  in 
which  it  is  stated  by  the  doctor  in  charge  of  the 
department — in  a  cold-blooded  manner,  it  seems 
to  me: 

"Report  on  accident  to  patient  in  the  X-Kay 
Department.  Patient  had  just  had  X-ray  of 
pelvis  taken,  lying  fiat  on  table  with  X-ray  tube 
on  bracket  over  him,  24  inches  away.  The  techni- 
cian had  turned  from  the  control  box  about  8  feet 
away  from  patient's  table  and  told  .patient  he 
would  have  to  take  his  shoe  off  to  X-ray  the  leg. 
Before  the  technician  reached  the  patient  to  assist 
him,  patient  quickly  raised  himself  ^upward  and 
forward,  apparently  not  seeing  the  X-ray  tube 
arm  above  him,  and  before  the  technician  could 
move  the  tube,  patient  struck  hia  eye  on  some 
part  of  the  bracket.  The  glasses  he  had  on  at  the 
time  were  not  broken.  Patient  at  this  time  told 
the  technician  that  he  could  not  see  well  for  some 
time  and  nothing  previously  from  his  right  eye. 
Patient's  daughter  also  said  her  father's  eyesight 
had  been  poor  for  some  time." 

I  don't  think  the  fact  that  the  man  had  rather 
poor  eyesight  in  his  one  good  eye  for  some  months 
had  anything  to  do  witli  the  fact  that  there  was 
negligence  on  the  part  of  the  attendant,  resulting 
in  laying  a  good  eye  out  on  his  cheek,  although  the 
report  does  not  show  that  anything  of  the  kind 
happened.  We  are  simply  told  here  that  lie 
quickly  raised  himself;  and  the  report  of  the  City 
Hospital,  presumably  based  on  the  report  of  the 
technician,  simply  says: 

"Service  requested  return  for  X-ray  check-up 
of  fracture.  Laying  on  X-ray  table  picture  of  hip 
taken.  Technician  was  over  in  corner  and  called 
'Get  up  and  take  your  shoe  off.'  Patient  struck 
eye  on  tube  carriage." 

As  I  say,  I  have  failed  to  receive  a  reply  to  my 
letter  of  November  24.  I  realize  that  1  may  be 
criticized  in  some  quarters  for  the  position  I  take 
at  this  time,  that  perhaps  from  the  legal  point  of 
view  there  is  no  way  to  get  at  the  City  of  Boston 
in  this  matter.  The  fact  remains  that  through 
gross  carelessness  this  man  has  been  blinded. 
When  you  talk  of  the  legal  liability,  the  fact  remains 
we  have  found  it  desirable  to  recompense  a  negli- 
gent fireman  working  for  the  Fire  Department  of 
the  City  of  Boston  for  an  accident  he  got.  himself 
into,  and  the  city  is  paying  for  that  under  a  report 
made  here  today  to  the  tune  of  $1,750.  It  does 
occur  to  me  that  this  particular  claim  should  not 
be  pigeonholed,  dismissed  with  a  wave  of  the  hand, 
simply  sent  to  the  Law  Department  and  disallowed 
and  come  down  here  to  die  a  natural  death.  I 
believe  we  should  make  some  efforts  to  recompense 
this  man,  because.  God  knows,  nothing  worse  can 
happen  to  a  human  being  than  to  lose  his  eyesight. 
It  seems  to  me  if  we  are  taking  the  trouble,  in  :ill 
good  sportsmanship,  to  recompense  a  fireman  to 
the  extent  of  SI, 750.  when  he  himself  lias  been 
negligent,  some  way  should  be  provided  to  snap 
out  of  it  and  recompense  this  man.  who  has  been 
blinded  through  no  fault  of  his  own,  even  if  it 
means  passing  a  special  order  or  having  it  done 
through  some  special  action.  Isn't  there  some 
duty  upon  us  to  endeavor  to  get  some  aid  for  this 
man  at  least  from  the  Public  Welfare  Department. 
a  man  who  has  been  injured  by  the  action  of  a 
careless  "dub,"  in  the  Hospital  Department? 
And  so,  I  say.  representing  this  constituent  in  my 
ward,  and  having  seen  this  claim  disapproved  and 
sent  down  here  in  a  cold-blooded  way.  the  idea 
being,  apparently,  that  it  should  simply  be  filod, 
that  it  should  not  be  pigeonholed,  that  we  should 
know  something  about  the  technician  who  made 
that  error,  should  knuu  whether  the  department  i^ 
Btill  keeping  him  nvcr  there  in  spite  of  that  error. 
And  I  certainly  feel  that  some  effort  should  be 
made  to  recompense  this  poor  soul  for  the  loss  of 
his  one  eye. 

The  order  was  read  at  the  request  of  Coun. 
Curtis,  and  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


452 


CITY    COUNCIL. 


CONDITION   OF    NORTH   END   PARK. 

Coun.  FITZGERALD  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Park  Commission  be  re- 
quested, through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  seed, 
grade  and  place  in  proper  condition  North  End 
Park,  Ward  3. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


NAME   OF   PARK,   WARD   12. 

Coun.  BUSH  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Park  Commission  be  re- 
quested, through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  name 
the  park  at  the  corner  of  Moreland  street  and 
Fairland  street,  Ward  12,  Gertrude  Howes  Park, 
in  memory  and  honor  of  the  distinguished  citizen 
of  Boston  of  that  name  whose  life  was  devoted 
to  the  public  benefit. 

Coun.  BUSH— Mr.  President,  this  Miss  L. 
Gertrude  Howes,  who  died  recently,  lived  across 
the  street  from  the  site  of  this  park  and  it  was 
largely  due  to  her  untiring  and  indefatigable 
efforts  that  the  tract  was  purchased  and  used  for 
a  mothers'  rest  and  playground  for  small  children. 
She  was  one  of  those  noble  souls  who  go  through 
life  radiating  sunshine  and  happiness  in  her  at- 
tempts to  bring  good  cheer  into  the  lives  of  others. 
Her  great  hobby  was  to  fertilize  barren  play- 
grounds of  the  schools  with  gardens  tended  and 
grown  by  the  children.  Many  of  these  through- 
out the  city  owe  their  existence  to  the  interest  and 
agitation  instigated  by  her.  It  is  fitting  and 
proper  that  her  memory  be  made  imperishable  by 
the  naming  of  this  park  which  was  obtained  by 
reason  of  her  efforts  and  which  is  so  near  to  the 
home  where  she  spent  the  declining  years  of  her 
life. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


PROPOSED   TRANSFER   OF   MARY    L. 
BROCK   SCHOOL. 

Coun.  HEIN  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Boston  School  Committee  be 
requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  trans- 
fer to  the  Boston  City  Council  the  land  and  build- 
ings of  the  Mary  L.  Brock  School  on  Chestnut 
Hill  avenue,  Ward  21,  for  the  purpose  of  convert- 
ing said  property  into  a  branch  library. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


FLOODING  OF  PLAYGROUNDS. 

Coun.   LYNCH   offered  the  following: 
Ordered,     That   the   Park    Commission    be    re- 
quested, through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  flood 
all    playgrounds    in    South    Boston    for    skating 
purposes  as  in  former  years. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


SPOT  LIGHT,  WARD  20. 

Coun.  COX  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Traffic  Commissioner  be 
requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to 
explain  to  the  City  Council  the  reason  why  the 
electric  current  has  not  been  turned  on  on  the 
spot  light  installed  three  weeks  ago  at  the  corner 
of  Centre  street  and  Central  street,  Ward  20. 

Coun.  COX — Mr.  President,  on  October  2S, 
or  shortly  before  that,  I  was  requested  by  the 
pastor  of  the  Holy  Name  Church  in  West  Rox- 
bury,  which  is  located  on  Centre  street,  the 
Boston  and  Providence  route,  to  see  if  a  spot 
light  might  be  set  up  so  that  the  traffic  officer 
doing  duty  there  would  receive  some  protection. 
On  October  28  I  got  in  touch  with  the  Traffic 
Commissioner  and  he  told  me  that  the  police 
captain  would  have  to  make  the  application. 
The  police  captain  did  so.  At  the  time  of  the 
request  a  retreat  for  men  was  going  on  in  the 
church,  and  each  night  people  going  and  coming 
from  the  church  were  being  guided  by  a  traffic 
officer.  Last  week  there  was  a  retreat  for  men 
in  this  church  and  I  took  up  with  the  Public 
Works  Department  and  the  Traffic  Department 
the  matter  of  turning  the  power  on  this  pole  that 
has  been  erected  now  for  some  three  weeks.  Last 
night  a  traffic  officer  on  duty  at  this  particular 
spot  was  run  down  by  an  automobile.  Somehow 
or  other,  it  seems  that  in  my  district  people  must 
be  maimed  or  killed  before  any  steps  are  taken 
for  protection.  I  would  like  to  know  now  why 
there  has  been  this  delay.  I  was  told  a  week 
ago  that  they  had  to  pull  the  cable  through  to 
this  light,  but  I  am  told  today  that  the  cable  was 
pulled  through  and  that  all  there  was  to  it  was  to 
connect  the  light.  I  want  to  know  when  they 
are  going  to  connect  the  light  and  protect  the 
people  of  my  district  from  automobiles. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


Adjourned,  on  motion  of  Coun.  GREEN",  at 
5.15  p.  m.,  to  meet  on  Monday,  December  14, 
1931,  at  2  p.  m. 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceedings  of  City  Council. 


Monday,  December  14,  1931. 
Regular  meeting  of  the  City  Council  held  in  the 
Council  Chamber,  City  Hall,  at  2  p.  m.,  President 
McGRATH  presiding.     Absent,  Coun.  Curtis. 


APPOINTMENTS   BY   THE   MAYOR. 

Subject  to  confirmation  by  the  Council,  the 
Mayor  submitted  appointments  for  the  term 
ending  April  30,  1932,  viz.: 

Weigher  of  Goods:  Philip  H.  Sheridan,  70  Alder 
street,  Waltham;  Russell  P.  Sullivan,  44  Houghton 
street,  Lowell. 

Severally  laid  over  a  week  under  the  law. 


REGULATION  OF  PRIVATE  EMPLOYMENT 
OFFICES. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  December  14,  1931. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  herewith  transmit  to  you  a 
report  from  Edwin  S.  Smith,  Commissioner  of 
Labor  and  Industries,  concerning  the  regulation 
of  private  employment  offices.  This  is  in  reply 
to  your  order  of  November  30,  1931. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

The  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts, 

Department  of  Labor  and  Industries, 

State  House,  Boston, 

December  8,  1931. 
Hon.  James  M.  Curley, 

Mayor  of  Boston. 

Dear  Sir, — Your  letter  of  December  5,  addressed 
to  the  State  Board  of  Labor  and  Industry,  inclos- 
ing an  order  adopted  by  the  Boston  City  Council, 
under  date  of  November  30,  1931,  has  been 
referred  to  me  as  Commissioner  of  the  Massachu- 
setts Department  of  Labor  and  Industries. 

With  reference  to  the  order  passed  by  the  Coun- 
cil, you  are  undoubtedly  aware  that  the  law 
relative  to  the  licensing  and  regulation  of  private 
employment  offices,  "intelligence  offices,"  bo 
called  (a  copy  of  which  is  inclosed),  provides  that 
jurisdiction  in  this  matter  shall  rest  with  the 
individual  cities  and  towns  in  this  Commonwealth. 

Inasmuch  as  the  Special  Commission  on  the 
Stabilization  of  Employment,  of  which  I  happen 
to  be  a  member,  has  recently  concluded  an  in- 
vestigation of  private  employment  agencies  in 
Massachusetts  and  has  made  specific  recom- 
mendations regarding  the  regulation  of  these 
agencies,  I  wonder  if  the  Council  should  not  be 
advised  by  you  of  this  action  and  be  given  an 
opportunity  to  study  the  commission's  report. 

The  preliminary  report  of  the  commission  has 
been  filed  with  the  Clerk  of  the  House  and  will 
be  printed  shortly.  In  the  meantime,  there  is 
available  a  rather  complete  digest  of  this  report, 
and  I  am  asking  the  director  of  the  commission, 
Mr.  Wooster,  to  send  you  one  of  these  digests 
for  transmittal  to  the  Council,  if  you  care  to  do 
so.  If  you  want  additional  copies  of  the  digest 
Mr.  Wooster  will  be  glad  to  supply  you  with 
them. 

Very  truly  yours, 

Edwin  S.  Smith, 
Commissioner. 

Placed  on  file. 


FLOODING   OF   SOUTH   BOSTON 
PLAYGROUNDS. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  December  14,  1931. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  herewith  transmit  to  you  report 


from  William  P.  Long,  chairman  of  the  Park 
Commission,  regarding  your  request  to  flood  all 
playgrounds  in  South  Boston  for  skating  purposes. 
This  is  in  reply  to  your  order  of  December  7,  1931. 
Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Park  Department,  December  11,  1931. 
Hon.  James  M.  Curley, 

Mayor  of  Boston. 
Dear  Sir, — I  am  in  receipt  of  an  order  from  the 
City  Council  that  the  Park  Commission  be  re- 
quested to  flood  all  playgrounds  in  South  Boston 
for  skating  purposes  as  in  former  years. 

I  am  pleased  to  inform  you  that  all  playground 
areas  in  South  Boston  have  been  flooded  for  some 
time. 

Very  respectfully  yours, 

William  P.  Long,  Chairman. 
Placed  on  file. 


GERTRUDE   HOWES  PARK. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  December  14,  1931. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, —  I  am  submitting  to  your  honorable 
body  report  received  from  the  chairman  of  the 
Park  Commission,  relative  to  order  passed  on 
December  7,  1931,  to  name  the  park  at  the  corner 
of  Moreland  street  and  Fairland  street,  Ward  12, 
the  Gertrude  Howes  Park,  in  memory  and  honor 
of  the  distinguished  citizen  of  Boston  of  that 
name  whose  life  was  devoted  to  the  public  benefit, 
and,  accordingly,  recommend  that  this  action  be 
taken. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Park  Department,  December  11,  1931. 
Hon.  James  M.  Curley, 

Mayor  of  Boston. 
Dear  Mr.  Mayor, — I  am  in  receipt  of  an  order 
from  the  City  Council  that  the  Park  Commission 
be  requested  to  name  the  park  at  the  corner  of 
Moreland  street  and  Fairland  street,  Ward  12, 
Gertrude  Howes  Park,  in  memory  and  honor  of 
the  distinguished  citizen  of  Boston  of  that  name 
whose  life  was  devoted  to  the  public  benefit. 

It  is  a  great  pleasure  to  honor  the  memory  of 
this  very  talented  woman,  and  the  Park  Depart- 
ment will  be  very  pleased  in  the  event  that  your 
Honor  agrees  to  name  this  park  for  the  late 
Gertrude  Howes. 

Very  respectfully  yours, 

William  P.  Long,  Chairman. 
Placed  on  file. 


SPOT   LIGHT,   WARD   20. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  December  14,  1931. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  herewith  transmit  to  you  report 
from  Hon.  Joseph  A.  Conry,  Traffic  Commissioner, 
regarding  your  request  for  an  explanation  con- 
cerning the  spot  light  at  the  corner  of  Centre 
street  and  Central  street.  This  is  in  reply  to  your 
order  of  December  7,  1931. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Traffic  Commission,  December  11,  1931. 
Hon.  James  M.  Curley, 

Mayor  of  Boston. 

Dear  Sir, — 1  beg  to  acknowledge  receipt  of  the- 
order  of  the  City  Council  that  the  Traffic  Com- 
missioner be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the 
Mayor,  to  explain  the  reason  why  the  electrio 
current  has  not  been  turned  on  on  the  spot  light 
installed  three  weeks  ago  at  the  corner  of  Centre 
street  and  Central  street,  Ward  20. 

The  facts  in  regard  to  the  matter  are  submitted: 

November  12,  received  request  from  Police 
Commissioner  for  installation  of  spot  light. 

November  13,  letter  sent  to  Edison  Company 
requesting  estimated  cost  of  underground  conduit 
and  cable. 

November  17,  base  of  spot  light  was  installed. 

November  19,  pole  of  spot  light  was  installed. 


454 


CltfY    COUNCIL. 


November  23,  estimate  received  from  Edison 
Company  and  same  day  letter  sent  authorizing 
said  company  to  begin  work. 

December  8,  the  meter  was  installed  by  said 
company  and  spot  light  was  ready  for  operation. 

The  Traffic  Commission  installed  without  delay 
the  spot  light  immediately  upon  the  request  of  the 
Police  Commissioner. 

The   Edison   Company   employed   ten   days  in 
preparing  their  estimate  and  nine  days  in  securing 
permit  and  doing  the  work  of  installing  conduit. 
Respectfully  submitted, 
Joseph  A.  Conrt,  Commissioner. 

Placed  on  file. 


ARC  LIGHT,  WARD  2. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  December  14,  1931. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — 1  herewith  transmit  to  you  report 
from  C.  J.  Carven,  Acting  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  Department,  relative  to  your  request  for 
an  arc  light  at  the  junction  of  Bartlett  and  Sullivan 
streets.  This  is  in  reply  to  your  order  of  November 
23,  1931. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Public  Works  Department, 

December  9,  1931. 
To  His  Honor  the  Mayor. 

I  return  order  of  the  City  Council,  introduced 
by   Councilor   Green,    requesting   the   installation 
of  an  arc  lamp  at  Bartlett  and   Sullivan  streets, 
Ward  2,  and  report  that  an  order  for  installation 
has  been  sent  the  lighting  company. 
Yours  very  truly, 
C.  J.  Carven, 
Acting  Commissioner  of  Public  Works. 
Placed  on  file. 


NORTH  END  PARK. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  December  14,  1931. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  herewith  transmit  to  you  report 
from  William  P.  Long,  chairman  of  the  Park  Com- 
mission, relative  to  your  request  to  seed  and  grade 
the  North  End  Park.  This  is  in  reply  to  your 
order  of  December  7,  1931. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Park  Department,  December  10,  1931. 
Hon.  James  M.  Curley, 

Mayor  of  Boston. 
Dear  Sir, — 1  am  in  receipt  of  an  order  from  the 
City  Council  requesting  that  the  Park  Commis- 
sion  seed,    grade   and   place   in    proper   condition 
North  End  Park,  Ward  3. 

The  department  will  be  very  pleased  to  place 
this  playground  area  in  perfect  condition  before 
the  opening  of  the  season,  1932. 

Very  respectfully  yours, 

William  P.  Long,  Chairman. 
Placed  on  file. 


ASSESSMENTS  FOR   STREET 
BETTERMENTS. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  December  14,  1931. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  herewith  transmit  to  you  report 
from  Edward  T.  Kelly,  chairman  of  the  Board  of 
Assessors,  to  distribute  the  assessments  for  street 
betterments  over  a  period  of  twenty  years  instead 
of  ten  years.  This  is  in  reply  to  your  order  of 
November  16,  1931. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 


City  of  Boston, 
Assessing  Department,  December  9,  1931. 
Hon.  James  M.  Curley, 

Mayor  of  Boston. 
Dear  Sir, — Replying  to  the  order  of  the  City 
Council: 

That  the  Board  of  Assessors  be  requested,  through 
hiB  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  distribute  the  assess- 
ments for  street  betterments  over  a  period  of 
twenty  years  instead  of  ten,  as  is  the  present 
arrangement, — 

1  beg  to  say  that  it  will  be  impossible  for  the 
assessors  to  distribute  street  betterment  assess- 
ments over  twenty  years  because  the  betterment 
law  provides  for  the  payment  of  these  betterments 
over  a  period  of  ten  years  and  in  order  to  extend 
this  time  to  a  period  of  twenty  years  it  would  be 
necessary  to  amend  the  betterment  law  by  legis- 
lative act. 

Very  truly  yours, 
Edward  T.  Kelly,  Chairman. 
Placed  on  file. 


VALUATION   OF  COMMERCIAL  PARKING 
SPACES. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  December  14,  1931. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — 1  herewith  transmit  to  you  report 
from  Edward  T.  Kelly,  chairman  of  the  Board  of 
Assessors,  regarding  your  request  to  set  valuation 
upon  commercial  parking  spaces  based  upon  the 
annual  revenue  derived  therefrom.  This  in  reply 
to  your  order  of  November  30,  1931. 
Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Assessing  Department,  December  9,  1931. 
Hon.  James  M.  Curley, 

Mayor  of  Boston. 

Dear  Sir, — Replying  to  the  order  of  the  City 
Council: 

That  the  Board  of  Assessors  be  requested, 
through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  set  the  valuation 
upon  commercial  parking  spaces  based  upon  the 
annual  revenue  derived  therefrom, — 
1  beg  to  say  that  in  valuing  property  the  assessors 
take  into  consideration  the  earnings  as  one  of  the 
elements  for  the  determination  of  value.  It  should 
not,  however,  be  the  sole  basis  of  value,  in  my 
opinion,  and  the  order  that  the  assessors  set  the 
valuation  upon  the  annual  revenue  might  lead  to  a 
result  that  if  this  were  the  sole  basis  of  value 
there  would  be  no  tax  in  the  event  of  no  revenue. 

The  valuations  of  the  places  where  cars  are 
parked  are  assessed  at  the  present  time  in  pro- 
portion to  the  land  values  adjacent  thereto  and 
taking  into  consideration  all  of  the  elements, 
including  the  salable  value  and  the  value  of 
adjacent  property  and,  in  my  opinion,  this  is  in 
strict  compliance  with  the  statutes. 

Very  truly  yours, 
Edward  T.  Kelly,  Chairman. 

Placed  on  file. 


IMPROVEMENT   OF   DEWEY   BEACH. 
The  following  were  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  December  14,  1931. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  herewith  transmit  to  you  report 
from  William  P.  Long,  chairman  of  the  Park 
Commission,  relative  to  your  request  for  an 
appropriation  in  the  1932  budget  for  additional 
facilities  for  Dewey  Beach.  This  is  in  reply  to 
your  order  of  November  30,  1931. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Park  Department,  December  4,  1931. 
Hon.  James  M.  Curley, 

Mayor  of  Boston. 
Dear  Sir, — I  am  in  receipt  of  an  order  from  the 
City  Council  requesting  that  the  Park  Commission 
include  in  the  budget  for  1932  a  sum  sufficient  to 
provide  additional  facilities  at  Dewey  Beach, 
Charlestown,  pending  such  time  as  additional 
money  is  available. 


DECEMBER     14,     1931. 
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I  will  be  very  glad  to  comply  with  the  request  of 
the  Council,  and  will  insert  in  the  budget  an  amount 
sufficient  to  provide  certain  repairs,  additional 
lockers,  etc. 

Very  respectfully  yours, 

William  P.  Long,  Chairman. 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  December  14,  1931. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, —  1  herewith  transmit  to  you 
report  from  William  P.  Long,  chairman  of  the 
Park  Commission,  regarding  your  request  to  have 
Dewey  Beach  dredged.  This  is  in  reply  to  your 
order  of  November  30,  1931. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Park  Department,  December  4,  1931. 
Hon.  James  M.  Curley, 

Mayor  of  Boston. 
Dear  Sir, — I  am  in  receipt  of  an  order  from  the 
City  Council  requesting  that  the  Park  Commission 
have  Dewey  Beach,  Ward  2,  dredged,  in  order  to 
provide  additional  swimming  facilities. 

I  will  be  pleased  to  insert  an  item  in  the  budget 
for  1932  for  this  purpose. 

Very  respectfully  yours, 

William  P.  Long,  Chairman. 
Severally  placed  on  file. 


GLASS  SUN  HOUSE,  L  STREET  BATH. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  December  14,  1931. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  herewith  transmit  to  you  report 
from  William  P.  Long,  chairman  of  the  Park  Com- 
mission, regarding  your  request  to  erect  a  glass  sun 
house  at  the  L  Street  Bath  House.  This  is  in  reply 
to  your  order  of  November  30,  1931. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Park  Department,  December  4,   1931. 
Hon.  James  M.  Curley, 

Mayor  of  Boston. 

Dear  Sir, — J  am  in  receipt  of  an  order  from  the 
City  Council  that  the  Park  Commission  be  re- 
quested to  erect  a  glass  sun  house  on  the  beach 
side  of  the  men's  department  at  the  L  Street  Bath 
House. 

This  matter  is  now  in  the  hands  of  the  architects, 
Gray  &  Heffernan,  builders  of  the  L  Street  Bath 
House.  It  is  the  intention  of  the  department  to 
erect  a  sectional  glass  house  on  the  beach  side  of 
the  men's  department,  which  will  be  removed 
during  the  summer  months  and  used  as  a  conces- 


Very  respectfully  yours, 
William  P.  Long,  Chairman. 


Placed  on  file. 


TRAFFIC    SIGNALS,    COMMONWEALTH 

AVENUE. 
The  following  was  received; 

City  of  Boston. 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  December  14,  1931. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  herewith  transmit  to  you  report 
from  Hon.  Joseph  A.  Conry,  Traffic  Commissioner, 
relative  to  your  request  for  an  estimate  of  the 
cost  for  a  traffic  system  signal  lights  along  Com- 
monwealth avenue.  This  is  in  reply  to  your 
order  of  December  5,  1931. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Traffic  Commission,  December  S,  1931. 
Hon.  James  M.  Curley, 

Mayor  of  Boston. 
Dear  Mr.  Mayor, — I  beg  to  acknowledge 
receipt  of  your  letter  of  December  5,  together 
with  an  order  adopted  by  the  Boston  City  Council 
on  November  30,  asking  for  an  estimate  of  the 
cost  to  establish  a  system  of  traffic  signal  lights 
along  Commonwealth  avenue,  from  Governor 
square  to  the  Newton  line. 


Our  engineer  has  made  a  study  of  the  area  and 
suggests  the  establishment  of  lights  at  the  following 
intersections: 

Commonwealth  avenue  and  St.  Mary's  and 
Ashby  streets;  Essex  street  and  Cottage  Farm 
Bridge;  St.  Paul  street;  Gaffney  and  Pleasant 
streets;  Babcock  street;  Brighton  avenue;  Allston 
street;  Warren  street;  Sutherland  road;  Chiswick 
road;  Chestnut  Hill  avenue;  South  street;  Lake 
street. 

In  addition  to  the  above  list,  lights  are  already 
in  operation  at  the  intersection  of  Commonwealth 
avenue  and  Washington  street  and  are  being 
placed  in  position  at  Commonwealth  avenue  and 
Harvard  avenue. 

For  the  installation  of  such  a  system  of  traffic 
control  signals  our  engineer  estimates  the  cost  to 
be  $60,000. 

Very  truly  yours, 
Joseph  A.  Conry,  Commissioner. 

Placed  on  file. 


SPEEDING   OF   STOLEN   CARS, 
CHARLESTOWN. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  December  14,  1931. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  herewith  transmit  to  you  report 
from  Eugene  C.  Hultman,  Police  Commissioner, 
relative  to  your  request  to  take  steps  to  eliminate 
the  speeding  of  stolen  cars  in  Charlestown.  This  is 
in  reply  to  your  order  of  November  19,  1931. 
Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Police  Department,  November  24,  1931. 
Hon.  James  M.  Curley, 

Mayor  of  Boston. 

My  dear  Mr.  Mayor, — In  reply  to  your  letter  of 
November  19,  outlining  a  copy  of  an  order  of  the 
City  Council,  reading  as  follows: 

Ordered,  That  the  Police  Commissioner  be  re- 
quested, through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  take 
whatever  extraordinary  measures  may  be  necessary 
to  put  a  definite  end  to  the  speeding  of  stolen  cars 
through  the  streets  of  Charlestown,  even  if  it  is 
necessary  to  call  on  the  forces  of  the  state  to  assist 
the  local  police,  in  order  that  the  present  danger 
to  the  life  and  limb  in  Charlestown  may  be 
eliminated, — 

I  would  say  that  previous  to  the  action  of  the 
Council  this  department  had  been  paying  particular 
attention  to  the  conditions  existing  in  Charlestown 
due  to  the  speeding  of  stolen  automobiles  through 
the  city  streets. 

The  captain  of  that  division  reports  that  in 
every  reported  case  of  speeding  stolen  cars  arrests 
have  been  made  and  cases  have  been  presented  to 
the  courts,  specifically,  as  follows: 

November  4,  1931,  Thomas  McNeill,  sixteen 
years,  of  39  Carney  street,  larceny  of  auto  and 
using  without  authority;   held  for  Grand  Jury. 

November  4,  1931,  Vincent  McCawn,  sixteen 
years,  of  16  Cottage  street,  larceny  of  auto  and 
using  without  authority:    held  for  the  Grand  Jury. 

November  9,  1931,  Edward  McLaughlin,  four- 
teen years,  of  7  Johnson  avenue,  attempted  larceny 
of  auto.  Case  placed  on  file  and  he  was  returned 
to  the  Lyman  School  on  a  suspended  sentence  on  a 
similar  charge. 

November  9,  1931,  Allen  Campbell,  seventeen 
years,  of  44  Chapman  street,  attempted  larceny 
of  auto.  Case  placed  on  file  and  he  was  returned 
to  the  Lyman  School  on  a  suspended  sentence  on  a 
similar  charge. 

November  9,  1931,  Emile  Proulix,  fifteen  years, 
of  174  Main  street,  attempted  larceny  of  auto. 
Case  placed  on  file  and  he  was  returned  to  the 
Lyman  School  on  a  suspended  sentence  on  a 
similar  charge. 

November  14,  1931,  Chester  Bruno,  fifteen  years, 
of  63  Bunker  J I  ill  street,  larceny  of  auto,  using 
without  authority  and  driving  so  as  to  endanger 
and  was  discharged. 

November  17,  1931,  John  R.  Russell,  sixteen 
years,  of  21  Cook  street,  larceny  o!  auto,  using 
without  authority  and  driving  so  as  to  endanger. 
Cases  now  pending  in  the  (liarlestown  Court. 

November  16. 1931,  Bartholomew  Costa,  eighteen 
years,  of  118  Elm  street,  larceny  of  auto,  held  for 
Grand  Jury;  using  without  authority,  held  for 
the  Grand  Jury;    and  driving  so  as  to  endanger — 
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sentenced  to  six  months  in  the  House  of  Correction, 
from  which  he  appealed.  The  above  boy  is  said 
to  be  the  ringleader  of  the  crowd  of  boys  who  are 
in  this  gang  and  is  the  one  who  has  made  the  most 
loops. 

November  17,  1931,  Edward  Ahern,  sixteen 
years,  of  152  Bunker  Hill  street,  larceny  of  auto, 
using  without  authority  and  driving  so  as  to 
endanger;  all  cases  now  pending  in  the  Charles- 
town  Court. 

November  17,  1931,  James  J.  Hickey,  18  Polk 
street,  seventeen  years,  larceny  of  auto,  using  with- 
out authority;  both  cases  now  pending  in  the 
Charlestown  Court. 

I  feel  that  while  the  method  which  has  brought 
about  the  above  arrests  is  not  spectacular,  it  is 
safer  and  more  thorough  than  attempting  to 
shoot  at  these  cars  with  the  attendant  danger  to 
innocent  bystanders,  which  is  the  only  other 
method  which  is  practical  in  attempting  to  remedy 
this  condition. 

Very  truly  yours, 

Eugene  C.  Hultman, 
Police  Commissioner. 

Placed  on  file. 


FRANKLIN   PARK    IMPROVEMENTS. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  December  14,  1931. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — 1  am  in  receipt  of  a  request  from 
the  Board  of  Park  Commissioners  for  the  sum  of 
$60,482.48,  to  be  appropriated  from  the  income 
of  the  George  F.  Parkman  Fund,  for  improvements 
in  different  sections  of  the  park  system.  The 
character  and  nature  of  these  improvements  is 
fully  outlined  in  the  accompanying  letter.  I 
accordingly  submit  the  necessary  appropriation 
order  and  respectfully  recommend  its  adoption 
by  your  honorable  body. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Park  Department,  December  10,  1931. 
Hon.  James  M.  Curley, 

Mayor  of  Boston. 

Dear  Sir, — You  are  respectfully  asked  to  make 
a  request  on  the  City  Council  for  the  transfer 
from  the  income  of  the  George  F.  Parkman  Fund 
of  the  sum  of  $60,482.48,  which  is  the  final  bal- 
ance from  the  income  of  this  fund  for  the  year 
1931  and  is  now  available,  same  to  be  used  for 
the  following  purpose: 

Franklin  Park  Improvements,  Additional  build- 
ings needed  in  the  Zoological  Garden,  extension 
of  Animal  House,  etc.,  $60,482.48. 

The  Animal  Range  in  the  Zoo  is  one  of  the  most 
popular  exhibits,  especially  during  the  winter 
months,  when  it  is  nothing  unusual  to  have  20,000 
people  on  a  Sunday  visiting  the  place.  Our 
old  buildings  are  dilapidated  and  are  practically 
nothing  but  corrals  with  wooden  shelters  built 
in  the  early  days  of  the  Zoo,  and  I  desire  to  use 
the  Parkman  Fund  for  the  purpose  of  placing 
permanent  buildings  and  making  the  necessary 
improvements,  such  as  water,  heat  and  light, 
throughout  the  Animal  Range  in  the  Zoological 
Garden. 

Very  respectfully  yours, 

William  P.  Long,  Chairman. 

Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  $60,482.48  be,  and 
hereby  is,  appropriated,  from  the  income  of  the 
George  F.  Parkman  Fund,  to  be  expended  under 
the  direction  of  the  Park  Commissioners,  for  the 
maintenance  and  improvement  of  the  Common 
and  parks  in  existence  on  January  12,  1887,  as 
follows: 
Franklin  Park,  Improvements $60,482  48 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Parkman  Fund. 


PETITIONS  REFERRED. 

The    following    petitions    were    received    and 
referred  to  the  committees  named,  viz.: 

Claims. 
Biggi  &  Moretti,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  property  at  42  Commercial  street,  caused  by 
leak  in  water  pipe. 


Blue  Hill  Bakery,  for  refund  on  refuse  tickets. 

Boston  Transcript  Company,  for  compensation 
for  damage  to  property  at  17  Milk  street,  caused 
by  break  in  water  pipe. 

Anna  G.  Breen,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  an  alleged  defect  in  Walnut  avenue, 
Roxbury. 

Vincent  Caputo,  for  compensation  for  damage  to 
car  caused  by  an  alleged  defect  in  Dorchester 
avenue. 

Antonio  Crupi,  for  compensation  for  damage  to 
property  at  120  Commercial  street,  caused  by 
blocking  of  sewer. 

Joseph  DeSomone,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  car  by  city  car. 

Alice  L.  Donovan,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  car  by  city  car. 

Maria  Fiorentino,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  an  alleged  defect  at  20  Pond  street. 

John  H.  Hennessey,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  car  by  police  patrol. 

Patrick  Maguire,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
received  on  ferry. 

John  A.  Mavromates,  for  compensation  for 
injuries  caused  by  defective  stairs,  Theodore 
Roosevelt  School. 

Frank  L.  McNamara,  for  compensation  for 
injuries  caused  by  an  alleged  defect  in  stairs  of 
Pemberton  Square  Courthouse. 

Mrs.  Rose  Nuzzo,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  an  alleged  defect  at  2  Chardon  street. 

Thomas  Pagliarulo,  for  compensation  for  dmaage 
to  property  at  122  Commercial  street,  caused  by 
defective  sewer. 

Charles  F.  Roberts,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  car  by  fre  truck. 

Melvin  Ryley,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
received  on  East  Boston  Ferry. 

Herrick  A.  Sederquist,  for  compensation  for 
injuries  caused  by  an  alleged  defect  at  Water  and 
and  Pearl  streets. 

Christopher  J.  Supple,  for  compensation  for 
damage  to  property  at  3  and  5  Olney  street,  caused 
by  defective  sewer  system. 


NOTICE   OF   HEARING. 

Notice  was  received  from  the  Department  of 
Public  Works,  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts, 
of  hearing  on  December  16  at  2  p.  m.,  on  petition 
of  City  of  Boston,  by  Transit  Department,  for 
license  to  place  and  maintain  clay  blanket  to  fill 
depressions  due  to  overdepth  in  main  ship  channel 
in  Boston  Harbor  over  location  of  traffic  tunnel 
authorized  by  chapter  297  of  Acts  of  1929. 

Placed  on  file. 


WEEK-END   HOLIDAYS. 

Coun.  GREEN  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  requested 
to  close  City  Hall  and  make  a  municipal  holiday  on 
the  Saturday  after  Christmas,  and  also  on  the 
Saturday  after  New  Year's. 
Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


ESTABLISHMENT  OF  ADDITIONAL 
BRANCHES  OF  FEDERAL  RESERVE 
BANK. 

Coun.  GREEN  offered  the  following: 

Resolved,  That  the  Boston  City  Council  favors 
and  advocates  the  establishment  of  a  branch  of 
the  Federal  Reserve  Bank  in  every  city  of  more 
than  thirty-five  thousand  people,  thus  carrying  out 
the  principles  enunciated  by  the  President  of  the 
United  States  in  the  prevention  of  future  panics. 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  of  this  resolution  be  sent 
to  each  United  States  Senator  and  Representative 
in  Congress  from  the  Commonwealth  of  Massa- 
chusetts. 

Passed  under  the  suspension  of  the  rule. 


PROTEST  AGAINST  LAY  OFF  AT  NAVY 
YARD. 

Coun.  GREEN  offered  the  following: 
Resolved,  That  the  Boston  City  Council  goes  on 
record  as  vehemently  protesting  against  the  pro- 
posed laying   off   of   four  hundred  workmen   now 
employed  at  the  Boston  Navy  Yard,  this  action 
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on  the  very  brink  of  winter  throwing  an  additional 
burden  on  the  already  overloaded  Department  of 
Public  Welfare. 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  of  this  resolution  be 
forwarded  to  each  United  States  Senator  and 
Representative  in  Congress  from  the  Common- 
wealth of  Massachusetts. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


PRINTING     OF     COUNCIL     MINUTES     IN 
BOSTON   NEWSPAPERS. 

Coun.  KELLY  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  requested 
to  publish  the  complete  minutes  of  the  City  Council 
meetings  each  week  in  all  the  Boston  newspapers. 

Coun.  KELLY — Mr.  President,  the  reason  I 
have  introduced  this  order  is  that  I  find  the  average 
taxpayer  to  be  very  ignorant  of  what  is  going  on 
in  the  expenditure  of  over  860,000,000  per  year  of 
the  city's  money.  I  feel  that  the  taxpayers  and 
rent  payers  are  entitled  to  know  what  the  twenty- 
two  members  of  the  City  Council  are  doing,  and 
perhaps  it  will  make  for  better  representation  of 
the  citizens  of  this  city  if  the  minutes,  containing 
the  remarks  of  every  councilor,  are  published  in 
the  Boston  newspapers  once  a  week.  I  feel  sure 
that  the  Mayor  of  Boston  can  come  to  a  very  favor- 
able settlement  with  each  one  of  the  newspapers 
in  this  matter  and  that  the  minutes  of  the  meet- 
ings, in  small  print,  will  at  no  time  take  up  more 
than  a  page  of  a  Boston  newspaper,  and  some 
weeks  they  will  not  take  up  more  than  half  a  page. 
The  reason  why  I  am  introducing  this  order  is 
that  I  feel  that  the  people  should  be  aware  of  what 
is  going  on  in  City  Hall,  should  be  able  to  read 
every  Tuesday  or  Wednesday  morning  the  com- 
plete record  of  our  proceedings;  and  I  feel  that 
it  will  result  in  better  Councilors,  better  repre- 
sentatives of  the  citizens  of  Boston.  Therefore  I 
move  a  suspension  of  the  rule  and  the  passage  of 
the  order. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


REPAVING  OF  ROACH  STREET. 

Coun.  KELLY  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Commission  of  Public  Works 
be  requested,   through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,   to 
repave  Roach  street,  Ward  15,  with  smooth  paving. 
Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


EXTENSION  OF  DEVER  STREET. 

Coun.  KELLY  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Board  of  Street  Commission- 
ers be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor, 
to  extend  Dever  street  through  to  Olney  street, 
Ward  15. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


CONFIRMATION  OF  EXECUTIVE 
APPOINTMENTS. 

President  McGRATH  called  up,  under  unfin- 
ished business,  Nos.  1  and  2  on  the  calendar,  viz.: 

1.  Action  on  appointments  submitted  by  the 
Mayor  December  7,  1931.  of  Edward  C.  Mailloux 
and  David  Tobey,  to  be  Constables. 

2.  Action  on  appointment  submitted  by  the 
Mayor  December  7,  1931,  of  Catherine  M.  Mc- 
Mahon,  to  be  a  Weigher  of  Coal. 

The  question  came  on  confirmation.  Com- 
mittee, Coun.  Hein  and  Donovan.  Whole  number 
of  ballots  16;  yeas  16,  and  the  appointments  were 
confirmed. 


ACCEPTANCE  OF  CHAPTER  136,  ACTS  OF 
1931. 

Ordered,  That  chapter  136  of  the  Acts  of  1931, 
entitled,  "An  Act  Establishing  the  Compensation 
of  Special  Justices  of  the  Municipal  Court  of  the 
City  of  Boston"  be,  and  hereby  is,  accepted. 

Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 


FLOODING     OF    FRANKLIN    FIELD     FOR 
SKATING. 

Coun.  RUBY  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,    That    the    Park    Commission    be    re- 
quested, through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  flood 
Franklin  Field  for  skating. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


DISTRIBUTION   OF  WOOD   TO   POOR. 

Coun.  WILSON  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Metropolitan  District  Com- 
mission of  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts, 
through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  be  -respectfully 
requested  to  arrange  for  the  placing  at  convenient 
distribution  points  the  wood  and  underbrush  now 
being  cleaned  away  and  burned  on  state  properties, 
especially  in  the  Blue  Hill  district,  in  order  that 
such  natural  fuel  may  be  made  available  for  the 
poor. 

Coun.  WILSON— Mr.  President,  I  have  intro- 
duced this  order  acting  on  information  to  the 
effect  that  hundreds  of  men  this  year,  as  annually, 
are  cutting  underbrush  and  also  larger  wood  in 
the  Blue  Hills  reservation  and  other  park  property, 
and  burning  it.  The  suggestion  is  made  that  with 
proper  distribution  points  the  people  of  Hyde 
Park  and  other  districts  near  the  reservation  and 
the  parks  might  be  allowed  to  come  in  and  take 
this  wood  and  use  it,  thus  saving  the  state  the 
expense  of  disposing  of  it  and  also  furnishing  fuel 
to  needy  families. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


LOAN   ORDERS   PASSED. 

President  McGRATH  called  up,  under  un- 
finished business,  Nos.  3  to  6  on  the  calendar, 
viz.: 

3.  Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  $15,000  be,  and 
hereby  is,  appropriated,  to  be  expended  by  the 
Overseers  of  Public  Welfare  for  New  Charities 
Administration  Building,  Furnishing  and  Equip- 
ping, and  that  the  City  Treasurer  be  authorized 
to  issue,  from  time  to  time,  upon  request  by  the 
Mayor,  bonds  or  certificates  of  indebtedness  of  the 
city  to  said  amount. 

On  November  30,  1931,  the  foregoing  order  was 
read  once  and  passed,  yeas  16,  nays  0. 

4.  Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  $215,000  be,  and 
the  same  hereby  is,  appropriated,  to  be  expended 
under  the  direction  of  the  Board  of  Park  Com- 
missioners, for  the  purposes  enumerated  below, 
and  that  the  City  Treasurer  be  authorized  to 
issue,  from  time  to  time,  upon  request  of  the 
Mayor,  bonds  or  certificates  of  indebtedness  of  the 
city  to  said  amount. 

Charlestown  Heights,  Improvements,  etc.,   $25,000 

Dunbar    Avenue    Playground,    Improve- 
ments, etc 40,000 

Fallon  Field  Playground,  Improvements, 
etc 15,000 

John  J.  Connolly  Playground,  Improve- 
ments, etc 20,000 

Rogers  Park  Improvements,  etc 15,000 

McConnell   Park   Playground,    Improve- 
ments, etc 30,000 

Playground,  Germantown,  West  Roxbury 

District,  Land  and  Improvements 50,000 

Playground,  Parker  Hill,  Improvements, 

etc 20,000 

On  November  30,  1931,  the  foregoing  order  was 

read  once  and  passed,  yeas  16,  nays  0. 

5.  Ordered,  That  the  right,  under  chapter  237, 
Acts  of  1928,  to  borrow  money  for  South  Depart- 
ment, Buildings,  Hemodeling,  etc.,  under  loan 
order  passed  February  3,  1930,  and  approved  by 
the  Mayor  February  5,  1930,  be  limited  to  $36,000 
and  that  the  authorization  to  borrow  in  excesB  of 
said  amount  for  said  purpose  be,  and  the  same 
hereby  is,  rescinded. 

Ordered,  That  the  right,  under  chapter  237, 
Acts  of  1928,  to  borrow  money  outside  the  limit  of 
indebtedness  for  South  Department,  Buildings, 
Remodeling,  etc.,  under  loan  order  passed  Febru- 
ary 3,  1930,  and  approved  by  the  Mayor  Feb- 
ruary 5,  1930,  be  hmited  to  $36,000  and  that  the 
authorization  to  borrow  in  excess  of  said  amount 
for  said  purpose  be,  and  the  same  hereby  is, 
rescinded. 

Ordered,  That  the  right,  under  chapter  237, 
Acts  of  1928,  to  borrow  money  for  Remodeling 
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Old  Ward  N  under  loan  order  passed  October  21, 
1929,  and  approved  by  the  Mayor  October  23, 
1929,  be,  and  the  same  hereby  is,  rescinded. 

Ordered,  That  the  right,  under  chapter  237, 
Acts  of  1928,  to  borrow  money  outside  the  limit 
of  indebtedness  for  Remodeling  Old  Ward  N 
under  loan  order  passed  October  21,  1929,  and 
approved  by  the  Mayor  October  23,  1929,  be,  and 
the  same  hereby  is,  rescinded. 

Ordered,  That  the  right,  under  chapter  237, 
Acts  of  1928,  to  borrow  money  for  New  Ambulance 
Station  under  loan  order  passed  February  16,  1931, 
and  approved  by  the  Mayor  March  3,  1931,  be, 
and  the  same  hereby  is,  rescinded. 

Ordered,  That  the  right,  under  chapter  237, 
Acts  of  1928,  to  borrow  money  outside  the  limit 
of  indebtedness  for  New  Ambulance  Station  under 
loan  order  passed  February  16,  1931,  and  approved 
by  the  Mayor  March  3,  1931,  be,  and  the  same 
hereby  is,  rescinded. 

Ordered,  That  the  right,  under  chapter  237, 
Acts  of  1928,  to  borrow  money  for  Medical  Pavilion 
under  loan  order  passed  March  4,  1929,  and 
approved  by  the  Mayor  March  5,  1929,  be  limited 
to  $45,000  and  that  the  authorization  to  borrow- 
in  excess  of  said  amount  for  said  purpose  be,  and 
the  same  hereby  is,  rescinded. 

Ordered,  That  the  right,  under  chapter  237, 
Acts  of  1928,  to  borrow  money  outside  the  limit 
of  indebtedness  for  Medical  Pavilion  under  loan 
order  passed  March  4,  1929,  and  approved  by  the 
Mayor  March  5,  1929,  be  limited  to  $45,000  and 
that  the  authorization  to  borrow  in  excess  of  said 
amount  for  said  purpose  be,  and  the  same  hereby 
is,  rescinded. 

Ordered,  That  the  right,  under  chapter  237, 
Acts  of  1928,  to  borrow  money  for  Administration 
Building  under  loan  order  passed  February  3,  1930, 
and  approved  by  the  Mayor  February  5,  1930,  be 
limited  to  $165,000  and  that  the  authorization  to 
borrow  in  excess,  of  said  amount  for  said  purpose 
be,  and  the  same  hereby  is,  rescinded. 

Ordered,  That  the  right,  under  chapter  237, 
Acts  of  1928,  to  borrow  money  outside  the  limit 
of  indebtedness  for  Administration  Building  under 
loan  order  passed  February  3,  1930,  and  approved 
by  the  Mayor  February  5,  1930,  be  limited  to 
$165,000  and  that  the  authorization  to  borrow  in 
excess  of  said  amount  for  said  purpose  be,  and  the 
same  hereby  is,  rescinded. 

On  November  30,  1931,  the  foregoing  orders 
were  read  once  and  passed,  yeas  19,  nays  0. 

6.  Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  thirty-five  thou- 
sand dollars  be,  and  the  same  hereby  is,  appro- 
priated, to  be  expended  under  the  direction  of  the 
Park  Commission,  for  a  mothers'  rest  in  the 
Wellington  Hill  section  of  Ward  14,  and  that  to 
meet  such  expense  the  City  Treasurer  be  author- 
ized to  issue,  from  time  to  time,  at  the  request  of 
the  Mayor,  bonds  or  certificates  of  indebtedness  of 
the  city  to  said  amount. 

On  November  30,  1931,  the  foregoing  order  was 
read  once  and  passed,  yeas  16,  nays  0. 

The  orders  were  given  their  second  and  final 
reading  and  passage,  yeas  19,  nays — Coun. 
Norton — 1. 


ADDITION   TO   BOSTON   SANATORIUM. 

Coun.  KELLY  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  trustees  of  the  Boston  City 
Hospital  be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the 
Mayor,  to  include  in  the  Budget  for  1932  a  sum 
sufficient  to  provide  for  an  addition  to  the  Boston 
Sanatorium. 

Coun.  KELLY — Mr.  President,  as  a  member 
of  the  Hospital  Committee,  certain  needs  of  that 
department  have  been  brought  to  my  attention 
through  different  visits  to  the  Sanatorium  at 
River  street.  The  Sanatorium  is  overcrowded. 
I  am  satisfied  that  the  trustees  of  the  City  Hospital 
are  doing  all  that  they  can  at  the  present  time  for 
unfortunates  afflicted  with  consumption;  but  I 
also  know  that  the  number  is  so  great  that  many 
of  those  afflicted  are  required  to  go  to  Rutland 
and  that  many  others  must  wait  around  their 
homes  for  two  or  three  months  before  there  is 
a  vacancy  in  the  Boston  Sanatorium  affording 
them  an  opportunity  to  have  proper  treatment. 
I  have  always  obtained  courteous  attention  from 
the  Health  Department  and  the  City  Hospital 
Trustees  when  I  have  brought  to  their  attention 
any  person  afflicted  with  consumption.  But  I 
do  feel  that  it  would  be  a  really  charitable  act  for 
us  to  attempt  to  do  more,  that  money  spent  for 
the   erection   of  a  new   building   on   River  street 


would  be  well  spent  and  in  the  interest  of  the 
taxpayers.  I  trust,  therefore,  that  the  trustees 
will  take  the  advice  of  the  City  Council  and  will 
include  in  their  1932  budget  a  sum  sufficient  to 
erect  an  additional  building  on  River  street.  I 
ask  that  the  order  be  passed  under  suspension 
of  the  rule. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


RECESS. 

The  Council  voted,  at  2.45  p.  m.,  on  motion 
of  Coun.  ARNOLD,  to  take  a  recess  subject  to 
the  call  of  the  Chair.  The  members  reassembled 
in  the  Council  Chamber  and  were  called  to  order 
by  President  McGRATH  at  3.20  p.  m. 


EXECUTIVE   COMMITTEE    REPORTS. 

Coun.  GALLAGHER,  for  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee, submitted  the  following: 

1.  Report  on  order  (referred  today)  that  chap- 
ter 136  of  the  Acts  of  1931,  entitled  "An  Act 
establishing  the  Compensation  of  Special  Justices 
of  the  Municipal  Court  of  the  City  of  Boston" 
be  accepted — that  same  ought  to  pass. 

Report  accepted ;  order  passed. 


WIDENING   OF   CAUSEWAY   STREET. 

Coun.  FITZGERALD  offered  the  following: 
Resolved.  That  the  Boston  City  Council  favors 
the  enactment  of  legislation  authorizing  the  city  to 
borrow  two  hundred  fifty  thousand  dollars  outside 
the  debt  limit,  to  be  expended  under  the  direction 
of  the  Board  of  Street  Commissioners  for  the 
widening  of  Causeway  street,  Ward  3.  from  Lowell 
street   to   Nashua   street. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


ARC   L.AMP,    WARD   3. 

Coun.  FITZGERALD  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,    That    the    Commissioner    of    Public 
Works  be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor, 
to   install  an   electric  arc  lamp  at   the  corner  of 
Billerica  street  and  Cotting  street.  Ward  3. 
Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


DORCHESTER   HIGH   SCHOOL. 

Coun.  RUBY*  called  up,  under  unfinished 
business,  No.  7  on  the  calendar,  viz.: 

7.  Ordered,  That  under  the  provisions  of  chap- 
ter 247  of  the  Acts  of  1931.  the  sum  of  S920.000  be, 
and  hereby  is,  appropriated  for  high  school  con- 
struction and  certain  other  purposes,  and  that  to 
meet  said  appropriation  the  City  Treasurer  be 
authorized  to  issue,  from  time  to  time,  upon  the 
request  of  the  Mayor,  bonds  or  certificates  of 
indebtedness  of  the  city  to  said  amount,  the  same 
to  be  issued  outside  the  limit  of  indebtedness. 

On  November  30,  1931,  the  foregoing  order  was 
read  once  and  passed,  yeas  15,  nays  4. 

The  question  came  on  giving  the  order  its  second 
and  final  reading  and  passage. 

Coun.  KELLY —  Mr.  President,  I  don't  know 
whether  any  words  of  mine  will  today  alter  the 
vote  on  the  High  School  for  Girls  in  Dorchester, 
but  I  want  to  recall  to  the  attention  of  the  mem- 
bers the  fact  that  three  weeks  ago  they  gave  me 
twelve  votes  in  support  of  the  majority  of  the 
people  in  the  Dorchester  district;  that  the  next 
weeK  they  altered  their  votes  upon  being  assured 
by  the  Mayor  that  he  had  the  assurance  of  the 
School  Committee  that  onlv  $500,000  of  the 
$920,000  was  to  be  used  on  the  Grove  Hall  site 
and  that  the  remaining  $420,000,  together  with  a 
few  hundred  thousand  more  to  be  obtained  this 
coming  year,  would  be  spent  in  the  erection  of  a 
girls'  high  school  in  the  Meeting  House  Hill 
section.  Well,  1  don't  blame  any  of  the  members 
for  changing  their  votes  on  this  particular  matter, 
at  that  time,  bearing  in  mind  the  fact  that  this 
promise  was  made  to  them  by  the  Mayor  who 
said  that  he  had  assurance  from  members  of  the 
School  Committee  to  that  effect.  Within  the 
past  week,  however,  we  have  seen  that  the  School 
Committee  is  not  agreeable  to  any  such  arrange- 


DECEMBER     14,     1931. 


459 


ment,  so,  in  my  estimation,  it  is  only  fair  to  ask 
the  members  who  changed  their  votes  in  accord- 
ance with  the  Mayor's  promise,  to  change  back 
and  now  be  consistent  with  their  vote  of  two 
weeks  before  the  meeting  last  Monday.  1  want 
to  call  further  facts  to  the  attention  of  the  Council. 
A  few  weeks  ago,  at  the  first  meeting  on  this 
matter,  1  made  certain  charges  against  a  man 
whom  I  claimed  was  instrumental  in  whipping 
my  colleagues  into  line, — namely,  E.  A.  Johnson, 
secretary  of  the  Building  Trades  Council,  and 
supposedly  a  representative  union  man,  who  is 
also  a  trustee  of  the  Boston  Elevated  for  ten 
years  at  a  salary  of  $5,000  a  year.  I  said  then 
that  Mr.  Johnson  was  not  a  friend  of  the  union 
man,  and  in  support  of  that  statement  I  think 
I  need  nothing  better  than  a  certain  recent  hap- 
pening, by  which  he,  as  a  member  of  the  five 
trustees  of  the  Boston  Elevated  Street  Railway, 
and  the  man  representing  the  unions  on  that 
board,  was  a  party  to  allowing  four-car  trains  to 
run  with  this  new  device  with  but  one  brakeman. 
And  so  1  say  to  the  members  of  the  Council, 
regardless  of  the  office  that  E.  A.  Johnson  holds,  ■ 
that  we  should  pay  no  more  attention  to  him. 
We  should  pay  attention  to  the  union  men,  but 
I  repeat  that  we  should  pay  no  attention  to  a 
union  man,  so  called,  who,  although  he  receives 
$90  a  week  from  the  union  men,  double-crosses 
them  in  this  matter.  We  all,  members  of  the 
City  Council,  are  friends  of  the  union  man.  No- 
body can  say  that  Kelly  or  any  other  member 
is  not  a  friend  of  the  union,  but  we  all  certainly 
object — and  I  know  the  other  members  will  sus- 
tain me  in  this — to  such  interference  as  we  have 
seen  from  Mr.  E.  A.  Johnson,  under  the  guise  of 
helping  out  his  union.  There  is  not  a  member  of 
the  Council  who  is  against  a  $920,000  high  school 
for  girls  in  Dorchester,  not  a  single  member,  and 
if  E.  A.  Johnson  kept  out  of  the  dispute  the 
members  of  the  City  Council  would  not  have 
changed  their  votes,  but  would  have  continued  to 
favor  the  more  central  location.  We  in  Dor- 
chester are  not  concerned  as  to  the  particular  site 
where  the  school  may  go.  On  the  contrary,  it 
has  been  claimed  that  some  were  interested  in 
unloading  a  ledge,  a  quarry,  on  the  city.  1  say 
that  the  thirteen  civic  organizations  who  are 
making  this  wonderful  fight  for  Dorchester  girls 
are  not  interested  in  unloading  any  quarry  or 
ledge  on  the  city,  and  I  do  not  intend  to  allow 
such  a  charge  to  go  unanswered.  They  are  men 
of  high  character  and  are  only  interested  in  the 
welfare  of  the  people  of  Dorchester.  We  are  will- 
ing to  go  to  any  place  in  Meeting  House  Hill. 
The  neighborhood  of  Geneva  avenue  and  Bow- 
doin  street  has  simply  been  suggested  as  a  place 
where  there  is  vacant  land  nearer  the  center  of 
Dorchester  than  this  site  at  Grove  Hall,  where 
we  happen  to  own  a  lot  today.  I  say  it  is  all 
right  for  men  in  the  Council  to  say  that  they 
are  going  to  help  the  unemployed,  that  they  are 
going  to  put  three  hundred  union  men  at  work 
if  this  order  is  passed,  and  it  is  all  right  for  certain 
officials  to  say  that  if  it  does  not  go  through  by 
the  first  of  the  year  the  whole  thing  is  lost  forever 
to  Dorchester.  But  everybody  knows  that  the 
work  cannot  be  started  there  anyway  for  two  and 
one  half  months,  and  we  all  know  that  there  is 
time  this  year  to  put  a  proper  order  through. 
I  say  the  proper  thing  to  do  is  to  band  together 
and  give  the  people  of  Dorchester  a  proper  chance 
in  this  matter,  through  a  block  of  at  least  eight 
members  of  the  City  Council  voting  against  this 
proposed  expenditure,  which  requires  a  vote  of 
fifteen  members  for  its  passage.  I  am  willing  to 
bet — and  I  think  I  can  assure  every  member  of 
the  Council  — ■  that  if  we  lick  this  order  today  the 
School  Committee  at  its  meeting  tonight  will 
vote  for  a  new  site  rather  than  see  this  money 
not  appropriated  under  the  loan  order.  I  know 
what  they  will  do.  They  will  take  that  new 
action  tonight.  That  is  why  1  say  it  is  high  time 
that  the  members  of  the  Council  should  veto  this 
order  today,  knowing  that  the  School  Committee 
tonight  will  vote  for  a  more  central  site,  and  when 
such  a  new  order  comes  in  it  will  readily  pass  this 
order  after  its  two  readings  before  the  end  of  the 
year.  So  1  say  there  is  no  reason  for  any  member 
voting  to  sustain  this  unfair  order.  There  is  an- 
other thing  that  I  want  to  bring  to  the  attention  of 
the  members  of  the  Council.  That  is  the  fact  that 
no  one  seems  to  be  interested  from  a  civic  point 
of  view  in  the  Grove  Hall  site.  I  have  yet  to 
see  a  civic  organization  or  a  member  of  a  civic 
organization  in  Dorchester  say  that  the  Grove 
Hall  site  is  the  proper  site.  And,  members  of 
this  body,  from   other  parts  of  the  city,  we  ask 


you  for  fair  play  in  this  matter,  the  same  as  you, 
coming  to  the  floor  of  this  Council  and  desiring 
to  have  a  certain  action  taken  that  interests  your 
section,  would  expect  the  councilors  from  Dor- 
chester to  give  you  fair  play  in  a  matter  of  tre- 
mendous importance  to  your  district.  In  such  a 
case  we  would  all  admit  freely  that  you  know 
more  about  your  districts  than  we  do,  the  same  as 
I  want  you  to  feel  today  that  I  know  more  about 
my  district,  Dorchester,  than  members  from  other 
parts  of  the  city  know.  And  bo  I  say,  in  closing, 
that  the  promise  which  was  the  original  cause  for 
your  changing  your  votes  of  three  weeks  ago 
today  had  not  been  fulfilled,  and  I  ask  you  now 
to  go  back  to  your  original  position  in  this  matter, 
in  behalf  of  the  future  motherhood  of  Dorchester. 
Do  not  dak  those  girls  to  continually  cross  the 
busiest  throughfare  in  the  city,  Columbia  road, 
taking  their  lives  in  their  hands,  to  get  to  the 
border  line  of  Dorchester  in  order  to  attend  the 
high  school. 

Coun.  HUBY — Mr.  President,  I  refrained  from 
taking  any  part  in  the  discussion  at  the  last  meet- 
ing when  this  matter  came  up,  but  1  cannot  refrain 
from  rising  today,  because  ot  the  remarks  made 
by  the  councilor  on  my  right  (Coun.  Kelly) 
who  would  lead  you  members  of  the  City  Council 
to  believe  that  he  knows  what  the  School  Com- 
mittee would  do  tonight  if  we  vetoed  this  order. 
1  think  it  is  not  amiss  to  ask  members  of  this 
body  to  be  fair  with  us  in  what  they  have  to  say. 
It  is  certainly  unfair  to  say  what  the  Boston  School 
Committee  would  do  tonight,  unless  you  can 
talk  with  them  and  arrive  at  some  authentic 
idea  of  what  their  action  will  be.  It  is  certainly 
unfair  to  the  members  of  the  body,  in  trying  to 
get  them  to  vote  one  way  or  the  other  upon 
the  order  before  us,  to  say  what  might  happen  if 
this  or  that  were  done.  Certainly,  it  is  not  a 
proper  thing  for  a  member  of  this  body  to  take  the 
attitude,  "1  will  lick  everything  unless  1  can  get 
something  for  my  section."  Mr.  Reilly,  a  member 
of  the  Boston  School  Committee,  who  was  in 
office  in  1928  when  this  Grove  Hall  land  was 
purchased,  made  a  clear  statement  in  regard  to 
the  matter,  in  the  Mayor's  office.  He  said  that 
it  is  not  a  question  of  a  high  school  for  Hoxbury  or 
Dorchester,  that  this  land  was  purchased,  and 
that  what  was  in  the  minds  of  the  School  Com- 
mittee when  they  purchased  it  was  to  build  a  high 
school  which  would  take  care  of  the  overflow  of  a 
certain  locality.  But  for  some  other  reason  or 
other,  in  the  last  six  or  seven  months,  there  has 
crept  into  the  discussion  the  word  "Dorchester." 
But  we  are  told  that  this  school  was  needed  to 
take  care  of  the  overflow  of  a  section  of  Roxbury 
and  also  to  serve  that  section  of  Dorchester  that 
will  be  served  by  the  school.  We  are  told  that 
when  this  school  was  proposed,  in  1928,  there 
was  then  an  immediate  need  for  1.100  pupils  to 
go  into  the  school  when  it  was  completed.  We  are 
told  today,  and  it  is  a  matter  of  public  record,  that 
the  Freshman  class  of  the  Memorial  High  School 
are  not  quartered  in  that  building  because  of  the 
lack  of  room,  and  we  are  told  that  there  are 
hundreds  of  pupils  who  are  housed  in  other  schools 
because  they  have  not  facilities  there  for  them. 
That  condition  of  affairs  is  rather  unfortunate. 
1  would  refrain  from  criticizing  the  Dorchester 
Board  of  Trade,  but  it  cannot  be  helped  today, 
Mr.  President.  When  I,  as  a  member  of  the 
Boston  City  Council,  receive  and  now  have  on 
my  desk  a  letter  coming  from  the  Dorchester 
Board  of  Trade,  which  says  certain  things,  I  think 
a  word  is  required  from  me  at  this  time.  If  they 
are  sincere,  what  do  they  mean  when  they  ask  me  to 
vote  to  veto  a  school  building  in  our  section  of 
the  city?  I  say,  when  they  draw  the  lines  they  do 
they  cannot  be  on  the  level  with  the  people  of 
Boston.  They  can  only  see  their  own  immediate 
locality  when  they  come  in  here  and  say  to  you 
that  you  should  veto  the  school  in  this  proposed 
location  simply  because  it  happens  to  be  in  a 
section  that  they  are  not  interested  in.  I  say 
to  the  Dorchester  Board  of  Trade  and  to  the 
other  twelve  civic  organizations  in  Dorchester, 
"  Mind  your  own  business,  unless  you  can  show 
the  unwisdom  of  building  a  school  in  that  par- 
ticular location.  Simply  because  you  want 
something  in  your  district  is  no  reason  why  you 
should  attack  the  fathers  and  mothers  of  children 
who  live  in  my  district,  who  are  just  as  decent  and 
just  as  honorable  as  those  who  live  in  any  other 
section  of  Dorchester."  And  so  1  ask  you, 
Mr.  President  and  gentlemen,  to  vote  on  this 
proposition  before  us  today  having  simply  in 
mind  the  question  whether  there  is  urgent  need 
for  a  school   in   this   proposed   location,    whether 
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it  is  necessary  in  this  locality,  having  in  mind  the 
interests  of  the  people  of  Boston.  And  when  they 
say  that  "Dorchester  folk  are  plain,  honest, 
intelligent  people;  they  can  see  through  a  barn 
door" — I  wonder  what  they  mean.  When  they 
say  that  Dorchester  folk  are  plain,  honest,  intelli- 
gent people,  with  that  statement  I  agree.  But 
when  they  add,  "They  can  see  through  a  barn 
door,  sense  the  passing  of  the  buck,  and  under- 
stand an  alibi,"  that  language  seems  rather  strange. 
Personally,  1  am  willing  that  they  should  see 
through  a  barn  door.  The  School  Committee 
has  told  us  that  this  school  is  necessary.  It  is  a 
question  for  the  School  Committee  to  decide, 
and  they  say  that  a  school  there  is  necessary. 
Mr.  Gray,  as  honorable  a  man  as  there  is  in  the 
City  of  Boston,  as  honorable  as  any  man  who  is  in 
the  thirteen  civic  organizations,  and  Mr.  Reilly, 
of  the  School  Committee,  a  man  who  is  in  the 
same  category,  have  told  us  that  this  school  is 
needed;  and  1  think  it  is  a  shame  for  any  Board  of 
Trade  to  try  to  discredit  people  in  a  part  of  the 
district,  also,  that  they  should  try  to  serve.  I 
represent  Dorchester,  and  1  have  a  right  to  con- 
sideration from  these  civic  organizations.  1  am 
willing  to  vote  for  another  school  in  Dorchester 
if  the  occasion  arises  in  the  next  two  years,  if  1  am 
here,  but  they  ought  not  to  take  this  narrow, 
stubborn  attitude.  Every  man  in  this  body  ia 
going  to  vote  as  his  conscience  dictates,  and  I 
assume  that  that  is  the  way  each  member  has 
voted  during  his  membership  here.  1  have  no 
doubt  the  members  will  not  be  influenced  by 
anything  other  than  the  fact  that  a  schoolhouse 
is  needed  in  this  district.  For  that  reason,  I 
hope  the  members  of  the  body  will  once  and  for  all 
pass  the  loan  order  to  its  final  reading  today,  so 
that  we  may  have  the  construction  of  this  school 
commenced  immediately,  because  we  are  told 
that  construction  can  be  commenced  immediately, 
that  the  plans  are  ready  and  that  the  work  can  go 
on  within  the  next  week  or  two.  It  is  not  only,  a 
question  of  unemployment;  it  is  a  case  of  a  school 
being  necessary  in  this  section.  We  have  here 
the  money  for  it,  and  it  will  be  physically  im- 
possible to  pass  an  order  for  another  high  school 
for  the  section  between  now  and  the  31st  of 
December.  We  couldn't  do  it  if  we  wanted  to, 
I  say  in  all  honesty,  fairness  and  sincerity.  I 
have  in  my  office  petitions  signed  by  ovei  a  thou- 
sand men  and  women  in  the  Grove  Hall  section 
asking  that  a  school  be  built  there,  because  it 
will  relieve  the  needs  of  the  locality.  When  the 
question  of  a  school  for  the  Meeting  House  Hill 
section  comes  up,  I  will  vote  for  that  also.  But 
certainly  those  of  us  coming  from  any  section  ought 
not  to  be  criticized  by  any  organization  for  voting 
ior  something  that  will  help  relieve  the  needs  of 
that  section.  If  they  want  something  else,  very 
well.  Let  them  fight  for  their  own,  and  let  us 
get  what  we  are  entitled  to — because,  after  all, 
we  are  entitled,  we  who  live  in  that  Grove  Hall 
section,  to  the  same  consideration  that  other 
sections  are  entitled  to. 

Coun.  FISH — Mr.  President,  I  have  already 
voted  twice  against  this  loan  order,  and  I  intend 
to  do  so  again  today,  simply  because  we  in  Dor- 
chester feel  that  the  Wilder  street  site  is  not  a 
Dorchester  proposition,  but  a  Roxbury  proposition. 
This  million  dollars  was  appropriated  for  Dor- 
chester, and  it  is  the  wish  of  200,000  people  in 
Dorchester  that  the  Grove  Hall  site  be  defeated. 
Therefore,  Mr.  President  and  members  of  the 
body,  1  hope  you  will  vote  against  this  order  todav. 

Coun.  WILSON — Mr.  President,  1  was  inter- 
ested in  the  suggestion,  apparently  made  in  good 
faith,  that  the  Dorchester  civic  bodies  were  al- 
leged to  be  making  a  selfish  and  jealous  effort 
to  prevent  some  other  section  from  benefiting 
by  a  high  school  that  the  Dorchester  section  had 
been  fighting  ior  and  supposed  it  had  obtained. 
Of  course,  the  short  answer  is  that  the  Dorchester 
representatives  have  every  reason  to  raise  the 
voice  of  Dorchester  in  protest  against  what  is 
here  being  attempted.  It  was  the  Dorchester 
Representatives  in  the  Legislature  who  obtained 
the  loan  order  originally.  Having  in  mind  that 
it  was  a  Dorchester  project,  having  in  mind  that 
it  was  the  Representatives  of  Dorchester,  the 
citizens  of  Dorchester  and  the  representatives  of 
the  thirteen  Dorchester  civic  bodies  who  fought 
the  fight  in  the  Legislature,  isn't  it  natural  that 
they  should  raise  their  hands  in  protest  when, 
after  the  fight  has  been  won  and  the  school  ob- 
tained for  the  Dorchester  district,  this  movement 
should  be  started  to  divert  the  appropriation 
from  its  original  purpose?  I  would  like  to  have 
the   actual   story   and   history   of   this  much   dis- 


puted matter  made  a  matter  of  public  record. 
I  shall  be  very  short,  but,  so  that  there  may  be 
no  later  misunderstanding,  let  us  have  it  as  a 
matter  of  public  record  that  three  weeks  ago 
the  members  of  this  Council  first  considered  the 
$920,000  loan  order  that  we  have  before  us  to- 
day, a  loan  order  which  was  sent  in  following 
action  by  the  Legislature  and  which  was  entitled 
"A  High  School  for  Dorchester."  And  on  that 
day.  three  weeks  ago,  after  long  and  perhaps 
tedious  argument,  the  Council  cast  a  logical 
vote  of  12  to  7  against  this  8920.000  loan  order. 
Two  weeks  ago  the  Mayor  of  Boston  made  what 
1  felt  then  and  still  feel  was  a  very  commendable 
effort  to  save  the  appropriation  and  effect  a  com- 
promise with  the  School  Committee.  Instead  of 
expending  8920,000  for  the  new  high  school  in 
what  is  really  Roxbury,  no  matter  how  you  talk 
about  it,  he  suggested  the  possibility  of  a  twenty- 
room  school  at  the  Wilder  street  site,  the  sug- 
gested location,  and  using  the  balance  of  the 
money  for  a  high  school  in  Dorchester.  A  ma- 
jority of  the  Council  were  disposed  with  that 
•logical  solution  advanced  by  the  Mayor.  I  am 
not  one  of  those  who  believe  that  those  members 
of  the  Council  who  then  changed  their  vote,  in 
reliance  on  that  promise,  were  circus  acrobats, 
because  it  was  a  fair  promise,  and  I  feel  that 
perhaps  they  were  justified  in  changing  their 
vote.  Apparently  an  impasse  had  been  reached 
between  the  School  Committee  and  the  Council 
and  they  were  fair  enough  to  recognize  the  pos- 
sibility of  a  possible  compromise.  Accordingly, 
there  was  a  change  in  the  vote.  The  School  Com- 
mittee, however,  now  takes  the  attitude  that  it 
will  not  compromise,  and  that  the  Council,  a  dnly 
elected  legislative  body  of  this  city,  elected  by 
the  people,  must  be  the  body  which  must  go  the 
whole  distance  and  completely  back  down.  I 
beUeve  the  members  of  the  Council,  who,  in  re- 
liance upon  the  compromise  suggested  by  the 
Mayor,  two  weeks  ago  changed  their  vote,  now 
realize  that  the  understanding  upon  which  they 
then  voted  really  had  no  basis.  All  the  talk 
here,  the  long  and  tedious  argument  of  three  weeks 
ago,  all  the  opposition  to  the  Wilder  street  site, 
was  on  the  ground  that  Wilder  street,  after  all. 
while  technically  in  Dorchester,  was  not  in  a 
real  sense  of  the  term  a  Dorchester  site,  having 
in  mind  the  use  to  be  made  of  this  school.  The 
order  itself,  as  introduced  in  the  School  Com- 
mittee, as  1  endeavored  to  point  out  to  members 
of  the  Council  three  weeks  ago,  was  entitled 
"Appropriation  for  a  new  Dorchester  High  School 
for  Girls."  The  very  Board  that  picked  out  the 
Wilder  street  site  itself  stated,  "Were  the  matter 
being  opened  up  as  a  new  proposition  with  no 
money  already  spent  on  land  or  plans,  the  Board 
would  find  it  difficult  to  choose  between  the  two 
locations  so  far  as  geographical  location  is  con- 
cerned." The  chairman  of  the  School  Com- 
mittee, recently  re-elected,  said  concerning  the 
Wilder  street  site,  "  I  feel  that  the  site  which 
has  been  chosen  is  not  sufficiently  centrally 
located."  The  meeting  of  last  Monday  in  the 
Mayor's  office,  so  far  as  1  was  concerned,  was 
indeed  a  surprise  and  in  some  ways  an  unhappy 
surprise.  The  Mayor,  so  far  as  he  was  concerned, 
still  quite  fairly  pressed  the  point  of  a  possible 
compromise,  or  perhaps  the  building  ot  -an  inter- 
mediate school  at  Wilder  street  with  part  of  the 
money.  Mr.  Goodwin,  of  the  Finance  Com- 
mission, stated  that  from  his  extensive  survey 
it  would  appear  that  first  of  all  the  intermediate 
school  situation  should  be  cleared  up.  And  then 
one  member  of  the  School  Committee  made  in 
my  presence  what  appeared  to  me  to  be  indeed  a 
very  staitling  statement.  He  said  that  the 
thing  that  surprised  him  was  that  for  some  un- 
known reason  this  project  had  come  to  be  looked 
upon  as  a  Dorchester  high  school  proposition. 
That  is  what  one  of  the  five  members  of  the  School 
Committee  said  in  the  Mayor's  office.  He  said 
that  what  we  really  should  have  in  mind  w;as 
not  a  new  Dorchester  high  school,  but  something 
to  take  care  of  the  overflow  from  the  Roxbury 
Memorial  High  School.  Well,  that  was  cer- 
tainly a  surprise  after  all  these  weeks  of  argument, 
and  1  was  certainly  amazed  that  any  member 
of  the  School  Committee  should  make  any  such 
statement.  That  was  the  statement  he  made 
after  Representative  Sullivan  and  other  Dor- 
chester members  of  the  Legislature  had  fought 
for  this  appropriation,  after  the  thirteen  Dor- 
chester civic  organizations  had  appeared  before 
the  Legislature  and  jammed  it  through,  after 
the  insistence  of  Dorchester  people  and  their 
representatives    that    such    an    appropriation    be 
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allowed,  and  after  the  order  itself  was  entitled  a 
"Dorchester  high  school."  1  certainly  don't 
know  why  it  should  be  a  surprise  to  any  member 
of  the  School  Committee  that  it  had  come  to  be 
looked  upon  as  a  Dorchester  proposition.  1 
have  no  quarrel  with  that  part  of  Boston  called 
Roxbury.  even  though  under  the  charter  1  am 
elected  primarily  to  represent  the  district  from 
which  I  come.  1  wish  for  Roxbury  the  best 
of  luck.  But  as  a  Dorchester  councilor  I,  of 
course,  resent  seeing  this  project  that  was  put 
through  by  Dorchester  men  switched  to  another 
section  of  the  city.  1  resent  the  argument  used 
that  it  is  narrow  for  us  to  pick  out  one  section 
of  Dorchester  in  preference  to  others,  and  then 
have  somebody  come  out,  as  was  done  last  Mon- 
day, and  say  that  it  is  really  a  Roxbury  proposi- 
tion, after  all.  If  that  is  the  issue,  ii  it  is  a  ques- 
tion whether  it  should  be  put  in  Roxbury,  whose 
people  did  not  fight  for  it  and  did  not  get  it 
or  should  be  put  in  Dorchester,  where  the  fight 
was  made  and  where  it  belongs,  let  these  facts 
be  squarely  on  the  record.  In  the  fifty-five-year 
period  from  1870  to  1925,  the  population  of  Dor- 
chester increased  from  12,000  souls  to  175,000, 
and  only  two  high  schools  were  built  in  Dor- 
chester in  that  entire  fifty-five  years.  In  the 
ten-year  period  ending  in  1931,  the  Roxbury 
population  has  shown  a  net  loss  of  5,000,  while 
Dorchester  has  shown  a  still  further  gain  of  35,000. 
Dorchester  now  has  38,000  pupils,  or  30  per 
cent  of  the  total  in  the  City  of  Boston.  We 
have  6,500  high  school  pupils,  or  25  per  cent 
of  Boston's  total — with  only  two  high  schools, 
or  9  per  cent  of  Boston's  total  high  school  ac- 
commodations. In  other  words,  with  but  9  per 
cent  of  the  accommodations  we  have  25  per  cent 
of  the  pupils  of  the  entire  city.  So  I  say,  let  us 
be  fair  about  it.  Now  that  the  real  story  is  in 
the  open,  now  that  it  is  clear  that  it  was  really 
to  be  a  high  school  for  Dorchester,  let  us  be  fair 
about  it  and  handle  it  having  in  mind  the  people 
who  made  the  fight  for  this  schoolhouse  loan  in 
the  first  place.  Three  weeks  ago,  after  a  full 
and  fair  discussion  of  this  proposition,  this  body, 
duly  elected  by  the  people  of  Boston,  voted  12 
to  7  against  this  $920,000  loan  order.  Two 
weeks  ago  the  Council  voted  15  to  4  in  favor  of 
the  loan  order  on  the  assurance  that  a  compromise 
had  been  reached.  Now  the  facts  are  fairly 
before  you — not  because  anyone  has  wheedled 
them  out  but  because  the  School  Committee  has 
been  on  the  level  with  you  and  the  Mayor  has 
been  on  the  level  with  you,  and  the  situation 
is  now  squarely  understood.  So  in  your  vote 
today  do  not  "kid"  yourselves.  There  isn't 
any  compromise.  We  all  understand  the  situa- 
tion. So  I  say  that  the  members  of  the  City 
Council  are  now  right  back  where  they  were 
originally  so  far  as  the  logic  of  the  situation  is 
concerned,  just  where  they  were  three  weeks  ago. 
Let  the  facts  stand  squarely  on  the  record.  First 
and  foremost,  on  the  recommendation  of  the 
School  Committee,  this  is  not  going  to  be  a  high 
school  for  the  school  children  of  Dorchester. 
In  fact,  one  member  of  the  School  Committee  was 
fair  enough  to  say — and  it  surprised  me — that 
it  was  not,  and  that  he  did  not  know  how  it  ever 
came  to  be  known  as  a  Dorchester  proposition. 
Understand,  further,  that  there  is  no  compromise. 
The  School  Committee  told  the  members  who 
sat  in  the  Mayor's  office  a  week  ago  that  a  com- 
promise is  out  of  the  picture.  So  don't  get  away 
from  the  fact  that  this  fairly  does  not  mean  a 
school  for  Dorchester.  That  was  made  plain  in 
the  Mayor's  office.  And  yet  this  school  was 
fought  for  by  the  representatives  and  people  of 
Dorchester  as  a  Dorchester  high  school,  the 
appropriation  was  obtained  for  that  purpose,  and 
it  was  so  named — and,  as  1  say,  Dorchester  has 
but  9  per  cent  of  Boston's  total  high  school  ac- 
commodations with  25  per  cent  of  the  high  school 
pupils.  They  may  say  to  you  that  Dorchester 
will  be  fairly  and  squarely  treated  next  year, 
that  the  chances  are  good  that  it  will  obtain 
another  high  school  for  girls.  But  the  chances 
are  very  strong  that  there  will  be  no  high  school 
for  Dorchester  until  there  is  a  high  school  for 
West  Roxbury  and  for  Hyde  Park.  And  so, 
it  I  may  use  a  homely  expression,  if  you  pass  this 
8920,000  order  today,  you  can  kiss  another  high 
school  for  girls  in  Dorchester  good-by  for  a  long 
time  to  come.  1  simply  wish  to  have  the  tacts 
stated  clearly  on  the  record,  where  they  belong. 
I  say  to  you,  gentlemen,  that  we  are  right  back 
where  we  were  three  weeks  ago,  lacing  the  same 
logic  that  faced  us  then:  that  the  suggestion  of  a 
compromise   has   now   disappeared,    and   that   we 


have  no  alternative  but  to  defeat  this  loan  order, 
in  order  that  the  civic  organizations  of  Dorchester, 
the  representatives  of  Dorchester  in  the  Legis- 
lature, and  the  men  and  women  of  Dorchester 
who  fought  to  get  this  money  shall  have  a  chance 
to  get  the  school  in  the  section  which  they  fought 
for.     (Applause  in  the  gallery.) 

President  McGRATH— There  must  be  no 
demonstration  in  the  gallery. 

Coun.  NORTON— Mr.  President.  I  was  not 
familiar  with  the  facts  of  this  case  until  a  few  days 
ago,  but  I  have  tried  within  the  last  few  days  to 
get  in  my  mind  the  essential  fundamentals  as 
bearing  upon  both  the  Roxbury  and  Dorchester 
side  of  the  matter.  I  am  informed  by  the  councilor 
from  Roxbury  that  it  is  about  a  five-minute  walk 
from  where  the  School  Committee  wishes  to  put 
the  school  to  where  the  councilors  from  Dorchester 
want  to  put  it.  Well,  a  five  or  ten  minute  walk 
is  not  a  very  long  walk.  I  am  interested  primarily 
in  the  financial  question.  I  understand  that 
840,000  has  already  been  spent  for  land  in  the 
Grove  Hall  area  and  that  $17,000  has  been  spent 
on  preliminary  work,  architects'  fees,  and  so  on. 
Only  a  short  time  ago  we  voted  for  an  order 
obtaining  items  such  as  $50,000  for  playgrounds 
in  the  West  Roxbury  district,  improvements  at 
Charlestown  Heights,  Dunbar  Avenue  Play- 
ground improvements,  Fallon  Field  Playground 
improvements,  and  other  playground  improve- 
ments in  different  parts  of  the  city — for  play- 
grounds, when  the  first  thing  to  do  is  to  feed  the 
people  of  this  city.  For  playgrounds,  when  the 
people  need  food.  For  two  solid  years  I  have 
stood  here  and  taken  a  position  on  that  matter. 
Some  of  the  old-timers  say  that  the  present  times 
are  passing,  and  that  the  thing  is  going  to  work 
out  all  right  very  soon.  That  will  not  be  the 
case,  gentlemen.  The  great  question  today  is: 
What  are  we  going  to  do  with  the  unemployed? 
And  the  situation  is  getting  progressively  worse. 
Everybody  on  my  street,  practically,  and  a  very 
large  number  of  the  people  in  my  ward,  are  out 
of  work.  We  have  a  situation  that  is  unparalleled 
in  the  history  of  our  municipality  and  of  the 
world.  I  cannot  come  into  this  body  and  vote 
away  thousands  of  dollars  for  playgrounds  at  a 
time  when  we  don't  know  where  we  are  going 
to  get  enough  money  to  feed  the  poor,  and  there- 
fore I  did  not  vote  for  that  order  which  we  acted 
upon  earlier  and  which  I  have  just  referred  to. 
Just  think  of  it,  thousands  upon  thousands  for 
playgrounds,  when  so  many  of  our  people  are 
unemployed  and  need  food!  In  this  school- 
house  case,  we  already  have  a  site,  for  which  the 
city  spent  $40,000,  and  we  have  already  spent 
for  architects'  fees  and  preliminaries  an  amount 
bringing  it  up  to  about  $60,000 — and  the  site 
is  only  five-minutes'  walk  from  the  other  site 
that  is  suggested  by  some  of  the  Dorchester 
representatives.  Therefore,  I  am  inclined  to 
vote  with  the  Grove  Hall  location,  under  the 
circumstances.  If  in  our  schoolhouses,  our  fire 
stations  and  our  other  buildings,  which  are  sup- 
posed to  meet  the  needs  of  all  our  citizens,  we 
are  going  to  be  governed  by  purely  local — Hyde 
Park,  West  Roxbury,  Dorchester,  Charlestown, 
Roxbury  and  South  Boston — considerations,  it 
will  mean  continual  gerrymandering.  All  these 
things  are  supposed  to  be  for  the  benefit  and  the 
accommodation  of  the  people  as  a  whole,  regard- 
less of  a  particular  locality.  And  I  say,  in  this 
case,  where  there  is  but  five-minutes'  walk  differ- 
ence between  the  two  sites,  and  where  we  have 
already  spent  the  amount  we  have  on  the  Grove 
Hall  site,  I  am  in  favor  of  going  on  with  the  Grove 
Hall  site.  I  notice  from  reading  the  records 
that  an  attack  was  made  upon  Mr.  E.  A.  Johnson. 
I  don't  know  the  man,  never  met  him  in  my  life; 
but  I  do  think  it  unfortunate,  in  cases  of  this 
sort,  that  personalities  should  be  brought  in.  I 
remember  that  last  year  the  name  of  a  city  official 
was  brought  to  the  front  by  a  colleague  in  a  most 
unfair  way.  You  know,  you  can  name  a  man 
unfairly  in  a  body  of  this  kind,  or  in  other  public 
bodies,  and  have  the  name  appear  in  the  Huston 
papers  the  next  day,  with  infinite  harm  to  the 
man  and  his  family.  It  is  an  unfair  thing.  We 
all  know  cases  where  men  go  to  the  State  House 
and  pick  out  some  man  for  attack  and  where  the 
name  of  that  man  appears  in  the  newspapers. 
It  is  the  easiest  thing  in  the  world  to  do,  and 
the  man  has  no  redress.  As  I  say,  there  was  a 
man  working  for  the  City  of  Boston,  an  official, 
who  was  attacked  here  unfairly,  and  the  attack 
was  brought  out  in  the  papers.  The  man's 
children  did  not  go  to  school  for  some  time.     The 
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man  suffered  and  a  while  after  he  died.  And  so 
I  am  very  sorry  that  this  particular  man  was 
attacked.  I  don't  see  that  the  attack  on  him 
has  anything  to  do  with  the  placing  of  this  school 
in  either  Roxbury  or  Dorchester.  Under  the 
circumstances,  therefore,  I  shall  vote  for  the 
Roxbury  site. 

Coun.  HEIN — Mr.  President,  I  move  the 
previous  question. 

Coun.  KELLY — Mr.  President,  I  would  ask 
the  member  to  withdraw  the  motion. 

President  McGRATH — Does  the  gentleman 
withdraw  the  motion? 

Coun.  HEIN— No,  Mr.  President. 

The  order  was  given  its  second  and  final  reading 
and  passage,  yeas  17,  nays  4: 

Yeas — Coun.  Arnold,  Bush,  Cox,  Donovan, 
Englert,  Fitzgerald,  Gallagher,  Gleason,  Green, 
Hein,  Lynch,  Mahoney,  McGrath,  Murray, 
Norton,  Power,  Ruby — 17. 

Nays — Coun.  Dowd,  Fish,  Kelly,  Wilson — 4. 

Coun.  RUBY — Mr.  President,  I  move  a  recon- 
sideration of  the  present  vote,  hoping  the  same 
will  not  prevail. 

Reconsideration  was  lost. 

Coun.  WILSON— Mr.  President,  I  rise  to  a 
point  of  order.  Do  I  understand  that  a  member 
can  move  reconsideration  of  any  question  without 
any  intervening  business? 

President  McGRATH— Yes. 

Coun.  WILSON— Directly  after  the  vote? 

President  McGRATH — Yes;  reconsideration  is 
always  in  order,  Councilor  Wilson.  The  Chair 
would  call  the  attention  of  the  members  of  the 
Council  to  the  fact  that  we  will  meet  on  Wednesday 
next,  December  16,  at  two  o'clock,  for  the  purpose 
of  giving  a  hearing  on  the  refuse  contract,  as 
required  by  law.  It  is  important  that  all  members 
of  the  Council  be  present. 


FINANCE      COMMISSION      REPORTS      RE 
GARBAGE   CONTRACT. 

Coun.  DOWD  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Finance  Commission  be 
requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to 
furnish  the  City  Council,  in  time  for  the  public 
hearing  to  be  held  on  December  16,  copies  of  the 
two  reports  made  by  said  commission  to  his  Honor 
the  Mayor  relative  to  the  garbage  contract. 

Coun.  DOWD — Mr.  President,  this  is  simply  a 
repetition  of  the  order  which  I  introduced  last 
Monday  asking  the  Mayor  of  Boston  to  request 
the  Finance  Commission  to  submit  to  the  members 
of  the  City  Council  the  two  reports  on  the  garbage 
contract  which  they  have  submitted  to  the  Mayor 
of  Boston.  I  have  conferred  with  the  Finance 
Commission  this  morning.  For  some  unknown 
reason  the  Mayor  of  Boston  has  not  seen  fit  to  see 
our  resolve  over  to  the  Finance  Commission.  I 
believe,  as  a  matter  of  public  record,  that  the 
members  of  the  Council  before  they  discuss  meth- 
ods of  disposal  should  find  out  what  Mr.  Guy 
Emerson  of  the  Finance  Commission  and  Mr. 
Goodwin  himself  have  said  in  reference  to  garbage 
disposal.  I  believe  we  should  have  such  informa- 
tion before  we  can  properly  discuss  or  consider  the 
matter  on  Wednesday.  I  am  therefore  asking  the 
Mayor  of  Boston  to  see  to  it  that  the  Finance 
Commission  receives  this  resolve,  so  that  we  can 
have   copies   of   those  reports   on   Wednesday. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


HEARING  TO  DORCHESTER  CIVIC  BODIES. 

Coun.  KELLY,  WILSON,  FISH  and  DOWD 
offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  requested 
to  grant  a  public  hearing  to  the  heads  of  the 
thirteen  civic  bodies  of  Dorchester  before  he  signs 
the  loan  order  for  the  new  Girls'  High  School 
which  was  passed  today  by  the  City  Council  for 
its  second  reading. 

Coun.  KELLY — Mr.  President,  as  leading  the 
fight  on  behalf  of  the  citizens  of  Dorchester,  I 
have  thought  it  only  fair  that  I  should  be  entitled 
to  the  privilege  of  winding  up  and  summing  up 


whatever  charges  were  made  by  members  who 
perhaps  differed  with  my  viewpoint  in  regard  to 
the  school  site  in  Dorchester,  and  I  was  very  much 
surprised — although  perhaps  I  should  not  have 
been  surprised — when  I  was  interrupted  by  the 
motion  for  the  previous  question  by  the  councilor 
from  Ward  21,  mover-of-the-previous-question 
Hein.  Therefore,  having  been  shut  off — although 
I  never  have  shut  off  a  member  of  this  body  from 
debating  a  question — I  now  want  to  say  to  mover- 
of-the-previous-question   Jim   Hein 

Coun.  HEIN — Mr.  President,  I  rise  to  a  point  of 
order.  I  would  like  to  hear  the  order  read  again, 
please. 

(The  clerk  read   the  order.) 

Coun.  HEIN— Mr.  President,  I  don't  think  the 
councilor  is  speaking  within  the  scope  of  his  order. 

Coun.  LYNCH — And  I  rise  to  a  point  of  order, 
Mr.  President,  in  regard  to  the  name  of  one  of  the 
councilors  on  that  order.  I  understand  that  he 
has  not  given  the  right  to  use  his  name  in  connec- 
tion with  the  introduction  of  the  order. 

President  McGRATH— The  councilor  will  have 
the  privilege  of  removing  his  name  from  the  order, 
if  he  makes  that  suggestion  to  the  Chair.  Does  the 
councilor  designate  Councilors  Kelly,  Wilson,  Fish 
or  Dowd? 

Coun.  LYNCH— Mr.  President,  Councilor 
Dowd  has  not  given  the  use  of  his  name. 

President  McGRATH — If  that  is  so,  the  point 
of  order  is  well  taken,  and  Councilor  Dowd's 
name  will   be  removed. 

Coun.  KELLY — Mr.  President,  don't  you 
think  the  member  of  the  Council,  Councilor  Dowd, 
is  able  to  speak  for  himself,  and  does  not  need  to 
go  into  Ward  7  to  get  somebody  to  speak  for  him? 

President  McGRATH— He  always  has  been, 
councilor.      (Laughter.) 

Coun.  KELLY— I  thought  so. 

President  McGRATH— What  is  the  pleasure  of 
Councilor  Dowd  in   the  matter? 

Coun.  DOWD — I  don't  know  that  anybody  has 
asked  the  question,  through  the  Chair;  therefore, 
I  refuse  to  say  anything  until  the  question  is  put. 
The  proper  way  is  to  put  a  question  through  the 
Chair. 

Coun.  KELLY — In  connection  with  the  last  re- 
marks of  the  gentleman  from  Ward  21  (Coun. 
Hein),  I  have  never  known  any  other  member  in 
this  body  to  pay  so  little  attention  to  the  reading 
of  an  order  that  he  would  have  to  have  it  read 
over  again.  I  think  I  owe  the  duty  to  people  who 
send  me  here  to  listen  patiently  and  attentively  to 
the  reading  of  every  order,  so  that  I  might  vote 
intelligently  on  the  same.  I  am  introducing  this 
order  for  the  four  councilors,  including  Councilor 
Dowd,  who  voted  against  the  loan  order.  I  think 
in  all  fairness  that  it  is  strictly  up  to  the  Mayor  to 
recognize  in  this  matter,  as  indicated  by  the 
order,  the  200.000  people  of  Dorchester  who  have 
taken  a  stand  upon  this  matter.  I  think,  in  all 
fairness,  that  it  is  strictly  up  to  the  Mayor  to 
recognize  the  rights  of  the  200,000  people  of  Dor- 
chester in  this  matter.  I  think  he  should  be  con- 
vinced, when  this  order  comes  to  him  from  the 
Council,  that  before  signing  it,  in  all  fairness  to 
the  members  also  of  these  organizations  whose 
credibility  has  been  challenged  here  today,  he 
should  give  them  a  public  hearing — particularly 
on  a  matter  which  is  so  unfair  to  the  people  of 
Dorchester. 

The  rule  was  suspended  and  the  order  was  de- 
clared rejected.  Coun.  KELLY  doubted  the  vote 
and  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays.  The  order  was 
defeated,  yeas  3,  nays  14: 

Yeas — Coun.  Fish,  Fitzgerald.  Kelly — 3. 

Nays — Coun.  Bush,  Cox,  Donovan,  Englert, 
Gallagher,  Green,  Hein,  Lynch,  Mahoney,  Mc- 
Grath, Murray,  Norton,  Power,  Ruby — 14. 

Coun.  KELLY — Mr.  President,  I  ask  unanimous 
consent  to  make  a  statement. 

Coun.  RUBY — I  object,  Mr.  President. 

Coun.  KELLY — Mr.  President,  I  wish  to  thank 
Councilor  Ruby. 


Adjourned,  at  4.25  p.  m.,  on  motion  of  Coun. 
FISH,  to  meet  on  Monday,  December  21,  1931,  at 
2  p.  m. 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceedings  of  City  Council. 


Monday,  December  21,  1931. 
Regular  meeting   of    the   City   Council   in   the 
Council  Chamber,  City  Hall,  at  2  p.  m.,  President 
MoGRATH   in    the   chair,   and   all   the   members 
present. 


MOTHERS'    REST,    WELLINGTON    HILL- 
VETO. 
The  following  was  received: 

City   of   Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  December  21,  1931. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  beg  to  return  herewith  without 
my  approval  order  adopted  by  your  honorable  body 
providing  for  an  appropriation,  in  the  sum  of 
$35,000,  to  be  expended  under  the  direction  of  the 
Park  Commission,  for  a  mother's  rest  in  the 
Wellington  Hill  section  of  Ward  14. 

I  am  obliged  to  inform  you  that  there  is  no 
money  available  at  the  present  time  to  be  expended 
for  public  improvements.  I  have,  however,  re- 
quested the  Park  Commission  to  submit  a  report 
to  me  on  this  matter  and  to  submit  a  recommenda- 
tion with  regard  thereto.  Provided  this  recom- 
mendation is  favorable  I  can  see  no  objections  to 
the  presentation  of  an  order  of  this  character  during 
the  coming  year. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 
Placed  on  file. 


CASE   OF  DAVID   PENDERGAST. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  December  21,  1931. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  herewith  transmit  to  you  report 
from  Dr.  John  J.  Dowling,  Superintendent  of  Bos- 
ton City  Hospital,  regarding  your  request  for  an 
investigation  of  the  case  of  David  Pendergast. 
This  is  in  reply  to  your  order  of  December  7,  1931. 
Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Hospital  Department,  December  11,  1931. 
To  the  Honorable  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — A  complete  report  of  the  case  of 
David  Pendergast  referred  to  in  the  order  of  City 
Council  passed  December  7,  1931,  has  been  re- 
ferred to  the  Law  Department,  and  notice  of 
this  action  was  given  Councilor  Wilson  by  letter 
as  follows: 

December  4,  1931. 
Councilor  R.  G.  Wilson,  Jr., 
City  Hall,  Boston. 
Dear  Councilor  Wilson, — Mr.  David  Pendergast 
received   the  injuries  to   his  eye  substantially  as 
stated  in  your  letter. 

The  accident  was  most  unfortunate  and  hap- 
pened under  unusual  circumstances. 

The  right  to  compensate  for  injuries  received  at 
the  City  Hospital  is  a  legal  question  beyond  the 
jurisdiction  of  the  trustees. 

A  full  report  of  this  accident  has  been  referred 
to  the  Law  Department  for  action  on  this  question 
of  compensation. 

Yours  very  truly, 
John  J.  Dowling,  M.  D., 

Superintendent. 
The  name  of  the  technician  is  Victor  Burton. 
Very  truly  yours, 
John  J.  Dowling,  M.  D., 

Superintendent. 
Placed  on  file. 


FLOODING   OF   FRANKLIN   FIELD. 

The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  December  21,  1931. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  herewith  transmit  to  you  report 
from  William  P.  Long,  chairman  of  the  Park  Com- 
mission, regarding  your  request  to  flood  Franklin 
Field  for  skating.  This  is  in  reply  to  your  order 
of  December  14,  1931. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Park  Department,  December  16,  1931. 
Hon.  James  M.  Curley, 

Mayor  of  Boston. 
Dear  Sir, — I  am  in  receipt  of  an  order  from  the 
City   Council  that   the  Park  Department  be  re- 
quested to  flood  Franklin  Field  for  skating. 

Franklin  Field  is  flooded  from  Franklin  Park. 
It  is  necessary  to  store  a  certain  amount  of  water, 
which  collects  in  Franklin  Park,  before  Franklin 
Field  can  be  flooded.  Rest  assured  there  will  be 
no  delay  in  the  flooding  of  Franklin  Field,  but 
there  will  be  delay  in  the  springtime  before  this 
field  is  playable  for  baseball,  on  account  of  flooding 
during  the  winter  months. 

Very  respectfully  yours, 

William  P.  Long, 

Chairman. 
Placed  on  file. 


PROPOSED    AMENDMENT    TO    DISPOSAL 
CONTRACT. 

The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  December  21,  1931. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  beg  to  submit  herewith  com- 
munication received  from  the  Corporation  Counsel, 
the  same  constituting  a  reply  to  the  order  adopted 
by  your  honorable  body  at  a  previous  meeting  and 
reading  as  follows: 

Voted,  That  the  Corporation  Counsel,  through 
his  Honor  the  Mayor,  be  requested  to  prepare  for 
the  City  Council,  for  its  meeting  on  Monday  next 
a  possible  clause  to  be  added  to  the  proposed  dis- 
posal contract  whereby  the  city  may  on  proper 
terms  withdraw  certain  districts  from  the  contract 
for  the  purpose  of  possible  disposal  through  in- 
cineration if,  during  the  ten-year  period  of  the 
proposed  contract,  a  gradual  change  to  incineration 
should  appear  advisable. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

Law  Department, 
City  of  Boston,  December  21,  1931. 
Hon.  James  M.  Curley, 

Mayor  of  Boston. 

Dear  Sir, — The  City  Council  at  its  last  meeting 
passed  the  following  vote: 

Voted,  That  the  Corporation  Counsel,  through 
his  Honor  the  Mayor,  be  requested  to  prepare  for 
the  City  Council,  for  its  meeting  on  Monday  next, 
a  possible  clause  to  be  added  to  the  proposed  dis- 
posal contract  whereby  the  city  may,  on  proper 
terms,  withdraw  certain  districts  from  the  con- 
tract for  the  purpose  of  possiblp  disposal  through 
incineration  if,  during  the  ten-year  period  of  the 
proposed  contract,  a  gradual  change  to  incineration 
should  appear  advisable. 

I  have  not  prepared  such  amendment  requested, 
as,  in  my  opinion,  such  an  amendment  would  re- 
quire the  resubmission  of  the  entire  matter  to 
bidders,  as  the  amendment  so  vitally  affects  the 
entire  contract.  The  city  would  not  be  legally 
justified  in  making  such  an  amendment  to  the 
contract  at  this  time  without  rejecting  all  the  bids 
submitted  and  asking  for  new  bids  with  this 
amendment  in  the  proposal.  I  do  not  know 
whether  the  insertion  of  the  proposed  amendment 
would  result  in  lower  or  higher  bids.  The  fact  is, 
however,  that  such  an  amendment  would  be  a 
material  and  vital  change  and,  in  my  opinion, 
would  come  within  the  decisions  of  the  Supreme 
Court,  requiring  a  resubmission  of  the  entire 
matter  to  bidders.  Of  course,  if  this  were  done 
the  matter  would  have  to  be  considered  de  novo 
by  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Works  and  your 
Honor,  and  new  hearings  would  have  to  be  granted 
by  the  City  Council  on  the  newly  accepted  bid.  I 
further  suggest  to  your  Honor  that  the  present 
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accepted  bidder  is  under  no  legal  obligation  to 
accept  the  proposed  amendment  to  the  contract 
as  his  bid  was  submitted  based  upon  the  present 
specifications  contained  in  the  contract.  Under 
the  circumstances  I  must  advise  your  Honor  to 
inform  the  City  Council  that,  under  the  present 
conditions,  no  such  amendment  can  be  made  to 
the  contract  which  is  now  before  the  Council  for 
its  consideration. 

Very  truly  yours, 

Samuel  Silverman, 
Corporation  Counsel. 
Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 


COURT  HOUSE  ENLARGEMENT. 

The  following  was  received: 

City'of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  December  21,  1931. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — Upon  the  acceptance  of  chapter 
384  of  the  Acts  of  1931,  providing  additional 
accommodations  for  the  Court  House,  I  beg  to 
direct  your  attention  to  the  fact  that  unless  this 
act  is  accepted  by  December  31  of  the  present  year 
it  becomes  invalid. 

The  apportionment  of  the  cost  for  construction, 
namely,  70  per  cent  by  the  city  and  30  per  cent  by 
the  state,  appears  equitable,  and  I  have  the 
assurance  of  his  Excellency  the  Governor  that  he 
is  not  unfriendly  to  a  proposal  of  the  state  paying 
30  per  cent  of  the  annual  cost  of  the  maintenance 
of  the  enlarged  Court  House. 

Under  the  circumstances  I  am  of  the  opinion 
that  the  best  interests  of  the  Commonwealth  of 
Massachusetts,  the  County  of  Suffolk  and  the  City 
of  Boston  would  be  served  through  the  acceptance 
of  this  act  by  the  City  Council. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

Placed  on  file. 

Coun.  CURTIS— Mr.  President,  I  understand 
that  this  matter  of  accepting  the  Courthouse  Act 
is  before  the  Executive  Committee.  I  would  like 
to  move,  if  in  order,  that  it  be  taken  from  the 
Executive  Committee  and  brought  back  to  the 
chamber  and  acted  upon  here.  It  is  a  measure 
of  great  importance.  The  Mayor  states  that  the 
proportion  of  cost  to  be  paid  by  the  city  and  the 
state  is  satisfactory.  The  only  question  is  the 
question  of  maintenance,  and  he  has  the  assurance 
of  the  Governor  that  that  will  be  made  satisfactory, 
I  understand. 

Coun.  FITZGERALD— Mr.  President,  if  the 
Council  has  no  objection,  I  would  like  to  have  this 
laid  over  to  the  next  meeting,  inasmuch  as  it  is 
in  my  district. 

Coun.  WILSON — Mr.  President,  I  don't  imagine 
that  it  will  take  a  new  order.  The  order  in  execu- 
tive is  the  one  I  introduced  many  months  ago, 
and  it  is  now  on  the  table.  However,  I  would 
move  at  this  time  that  the  Clerk  or  the  Clerk  of 
Committees  be  requested  or  instructed  to  direct 
a  communication  to  his  Excellency  the  Governor 
asking  with  reference  to  his  attitude  on  sharing 
part  of  the  cost  of  maintenance  of  the  proposed 
new  Courthouse,  trusting  that  we  may  have  a 
response  by  next  week. 

Coun.  FITZGERALD— Mr.  President,  I  doubt 
if  at  this  time  the  Governor  would  have  any  right 
to  commit  the  Legislature  on  this  matter.  They 
will  have  to  take  it  up  in  due  form,  and  it  requires 
legislative  action. 

Coun.  WILSON — I  appreciate  that,  Mr.  Pres- 
ident, but  in  the  State  House,  as  in  other  public 
executive  buildings,  the  Executive  is  more  or  less 
in  a  position  to  at  least  give  us  some  light  on  his 
personal  attitude,  which  undoubtedly  would  carry 
a  good  deal  of  weight  even  with  members  of  the 
Legislature.  If  there  is  no  objection,  I  would 
suggest  that  the  Mayor  make  the  request. 

Coun.  Curtis's  motion  was  lost. 


PETITIONS   REFERRED. 

The  following  petitions  were  received  and 
severally  referred  to  the  committees  named,  viz.: 

Claims. 

Vincent  Anestasio,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
received  on  East  Boston  Ferry. 

Irving  Bahn,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  an  alleged  defect  at  64  Wayland  street. 


Fred  H.  Borden,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  being  struck  by  police  car. 

James  H.  Boyle,  for  compensation  for  damage  to 
property  at  275  Bowen  street,  South  Boston, 
caused  by  break  in  water  pipe. 

A.  J.  Chisholm,  for  compensation  for  damage  to 
car  caused  by  an  alleged  defect  at  1472  Centre 
street,  Roslindale. 

Michael  DeLeo,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  city  car. 

Joseph  P.  Doolin,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  an  alleged  defect  at  Washington  and 
Dorr  streets. 

Mr.  Gagliardi,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  city  car. 

Giuseppe  Loglio,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
received  on  ferry. 

Stella  Masotta,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  an  alleged  defect  at  Roxbury  and  King 
streets. 

Jane  V.  MacDonald,  for  compensation  for 
injuries  caused  by  an  alleged  defect  at  1537  Centre 
street,  Roslindale. 

Mario  Modica,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
received  on  ferry. 

Mrs.  William  Nugent,  for  compensation  for  coat 
torn  in  gate  of  ferry. 

Carmine  Scarpa,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
received  on  ferry. 

David  Sherer,  for  compensation  for  lost  of  shoes 
at  Paris  Street  Gymnasium. 

Mrs.  Sadie  Stone,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  property  at  119  Elmer  road,  Dorchester,  caused 
by  construction  of  street. 

D.  A.  Whitstead,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  property  at  1536  Centre  street,  caused  by  burst- 
ing of  water  pipe. 

Joseph  Grasso,  for  refund  on  soft  drinks  license. 

Executive. 
Petition  of  the  Governor  Square  Association  to 
change  the  name  of  Governor  square  to  Kenmore 
square. 


MINORS'  LICENSES. 

President  McGRATH  submitted  petitions  of 
forty  newsboys  and  one  bootblack  for  minors' 
licenses.  Approved  by  the  Council  under  usual 
conditions. 


APPOINTMENT  OF  JOHN     F.  MCCARTHY. 

Notice  was  received  from  the  Sealer  of  Weights 
and  Measures  of  appointment,  for  temporary 
service,  of  John  F.  McCarthy  of  188  Hillside 
street,  Roxbury,  as  deputy  sealer  of  weights  and 
measures. 

Placed  on  file. 


NOTICE    OF    INTEREST    IN    CONTRACT. 

Notice  was  received  from  Joseph  A.  Tomasello, 
a  member  of  the  Board  of  Appeal,  of  interest  in 
contract  of  A.  G.  Tomasello  &  Son,  Inc.,  with 
City  of  Boston  for  laying  water  pipe  amd  sewer  at 
Franklin  Park,  West  Roxbury. 

Placed  on  file. 


CONSTABLE'S   BOND. 

The  constable's  bond  of  David  Tobey  having 
been  duly  approved  by  the  City  Treasurer,  was 
received  and  approved. 


CONFIRMATION  OF  EXECUTIVE. 
APPOINTMENTS. 

President  McGRATH  called  up,  under  unfin- 
ished business,  No.  1  on  the  calendar,  viz.: 

1,  Action  on  appointments  submitted  by  the 
Mayor  December  14,  1931,  of  Philip  H.  Sheridan 
and  Russell  P.  Sullivan,  to  be  Weighers  of  Goods. 

The  question  came  on  confirmation.  Com- 
mittee, Coun.  Green  and  Gallagher.  Whole  num- 
ber of  ballots  13,  yeas  13,  and  the  appointments 
were  confirmed. 


TRAFFIC  SIGNAL  LOANS. 

President  McGRATH  called  up,  under  unfin- 
ished business,  Nos.  2  and  3  on  the  calendar,  viz.: 


DECEMBEE    21,     1931. 
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2.  Ordered,  That  the  right  to  borrow  money 
for  automatic  traffic  signal  system  on  Massachu- 
setts avenue,  from  Tremont  street  to  Harvard 
Bridge,  under  loan  order  passed  December  16, 
1929,  and  approved  by  the  Mayor  December  18, 
1929,  be  limited  to  $83,000,  and  that  the  authori- 
zation to  borrow  in  excess  of  said  amount  for  said 
purpose  be,  and  the  same  hereby  is,  rescinded. 

On  December  7,  1931,  the  foregoing  order  was 
read  once  and  passed,  yeas  17,  nays  0. 

3.  Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  $16,000  be,  and 
hereby  is,  appropriated  to  be  expended  under  the 
direction  of  the  Boston  Traffic  Commission,  for 
Automatic  Traffic  Signal  System,  and  that  the 
City  Treasurer  be  authorized  to  issue,  from  time 
to  time,  upon  request  by  the  Mayor,  bonds  or 
certificates  of  indebtedness  of  the  city  to  said 
amount. 

On  December  7,  1931,  the  foregoing  order  was 
read  once  and  passed,  yeas  17,  nays  0. 

The  orders  were  given  their  second  and  final 
reading  and  passage,  yeas  18,  nays  0. 


MOHAWK  PACKING  COMPANY. 

Coun.  DOWD  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Supplies 
be  requested,   through  his  Honor  the   Mayor,   to 
discontinue    doing    business    with-    the    Mohawk 
Packing  Company. 

Coun.  DOWD— Mr.  President,  on  July  13,  1931, 
August  3  of  1931,  August  17  of  1931,  and  November 
16  of  1931,  I  attacked  the  Purchasing  Depart- 
ment in  relation  to  the  Mohawk  Packing  Com- 
pany. I  charged  at  that  time,  and  offered  con- 
clusive proof  from  the  Secretary  of  State's  office, 
that  Edmund  L.  Dolan,  the  City  Treasurer,  was 
the  main  owner  of  the  Mohawk  Packing  Company. 
I  charged  at  that  time  that  over  $200,000  of  the 
taxpayers'  money  was  stolen  by  the  Mohawk  Com- 
pany in  the  purchasing  of  meat.  I  charged  at 
that  time  that  an  inferior  grade  of  meats — frozen 
beef,  chicken  and  pork — was  delivered  to  our  city's 
institutions.  But  the  Mayor  of  Boston,  as  usual, 
waved  it  aside,  and  after  six  months  of  inertia  and 
sleeping  sickness  on  his  part  and  on  the  part  of 
high  public  officials  we  have,  finally,  through  the 
Finance  Commission,  received  this  infamous  sheet, 
dated  November  7,  1931,  addressed  to  the  Mayor 
of  Boston  at  that  time,  and  released  only  one  week 
ago.  In  the  first  place,  let  me  ask  the  Mayor  of 
Boston  why  for  six  long  weeks  he  kept  this  report 
pigeonholed  in  his  office,  not  allowing  the  public 
to  know  its  contents?  In  the  second  place,  I  ask 
the  Finance  Commission  why  they  did  not  stress 
as  the  main  thing  between  the  Mohawk  Com- 
pany and  the  Supply  Department  the  prices  paid, 
whioh  we  only  find  given  on  the  back  sheets  of  this 
infamous  report.  Before  I  start,  let  me  say  now 
that  the  reason  why  the  Mayor  of  Boston  did  not 
act  six  months  ago  is  that  he  knew  that  thievery 
was  going  on;  he  knew  that  the  Mohawk  Pack- 
ing Company  was  stealing  the  people's  money,  and 
the  reason  why  he  did  not  act  upon  it  was  because 
the  Mayor  of  Boston  is  sharing  the  profits  of  the 
Mohawk  Packing  Company  with  Edmund  L. 
Dolan,  the  City  Treasurer.  He  tells  you  in  the 
newspapers,  when  this  report  comes  out,  that  the 
situation  has  been  remedied  as  of  November  7, 
I  say  to  him  that  he  is  not  telling  the  truth;  the 
conditions  have  not  been  remedied.  They  are 
still  going  on.  Mr.  Mayor,  you  have  paid  the 
Mohawk  Packing  Company  since  November  2, 
$30,769.94,  the  same  average  that  you  have 
been  paying  them  for  the  last  two  years;  and, 
while  every  individual  here  when  he  bought  his 
Thanksgiving  turkey  paid  37  or  38  cents  a  pound 
for  it,  the  City  of  Boston,  buying  3,800  pounds  of 
turkey,  through  the  Mohawk  Packing  Company, 
paid  41  cents  a  pound.  So  the  looting  is  still 
going  on.  Let  any  other  man  in  the  City  of  Boston 
steal  $10,  or  let  some  poor  fellow  steal  a  loaf  of 
bread,  and  he  will  go  to  jail.  But  these  political 
gentlemen  steal  hundreds  of  thousands  of  dollars, 
and  there  is  no  attempt  to  check  up  on  them.  We 
cannot  expect  any  help  from  the  Finance  Com- 
mission. They  act  as  if  they  were  helpless,  simply 
reporting  the  matter,  but  I  can  remember  a  Finance 
Commission  that  went  to  the  District  Attorney, 
and  on  the  question  of  whether  drastic  action  is 
warranted,  if  there  was  ever  a  charge  of  collusion 
made  by  anybody  that  charge  has  been  made 
by  the  Finance  Commission  in  its  report.  Let 
me  read  for  the  benefit  of  the  councilors  who  have 
not  thoroughly  read  this  report  over  just  a  few 
paragraphs: 


"By  virtue  of  the  authority  thus  given,  the  city 
now  pays  out  approximately  $5,000,000  per  year 
for  supplies  purchased  by  the  Supply  Department 
or  in  its  name.  Half  of  this  amount  is  on  written 
contracts,  but  the  other  half  is  on  daily  or  weekly 
orders  by  letter,  telephone  or  messenger. 
The  department  is  organized  distinctly  as  a  clerical 
department.  Its  employees  are,  for  the  most 
part,  clerks  and  their  time  and  effort  are  spent 
mainly  in  clerical  work,  in  writing  out  orders  for 
goods  already  delivered.  There  is  not  a  single 
employee  of  the  department's  roster  who  was 
appointed  on  account  of  his  experience  or  expert- 
ness  in  any  particular  line  of  purchase.  With 
probably  one  exception,  no  member  of  the  depart- 
ment, as  now  organized,  has  become  expert  in 
purchasing  any  particular  line." 
Then  they  go  on  to  say: 

"The  Finance  Commission's  investigators  have 
found  that  departments  are  paying  exorbitant 
prices  in  an  exceedingly  large  number  of  cases, 
sometimes  with  the  knowledge  of  the  departments 
paying  the  bills  and  sometimes  without." 

Can  you  imagine  that — paying  exorbitant  prices, 
sometimes  with  the  knowledge  of  the  department 
paying  the  bills  and  sometimes  without? 

"The  investigators  have  also  found  that  in  a 
great  many  cases  neither  the  department  re- 
ceiving the  supply  nor  the  Supply  Department 
itself  is  fixing  the  prices." 

I  ask  you,  then,  who  fixes  the  prices?  The 
Finance  Commission  says  that  the  Supply  Depart- 
ment does  not  even  fix  the  prices.  If  that  is  so, 
the  only  man  whose  name  appears  who  fixes  the 
prices  is  Edmund  L.  Dolan,  your  City  Treasurer. 

"An  extremely  aggravating  illustration  is  in  the 
purchase  of  meat  for  the  institutions  where  the 
price  has  been  found  by  the  Finance  Commis- 
sion's investigators  to  have  been  fixed  after  the 
meat  had  been  delivered  and  consumed." 

Can  you  imagine,  gentlemen,  anything  so 
ridiculous  as  that?  After  the  meat  has  been 
delivered  and  eaten,  they  start  in  fixing  the  prices. 
The  question  then  is,  How  much  will  the  city  pay 
for  it?  Is  that  graft,  collusion?  The  Mayor  of 
Boston  would  want  to  send  to  jail  an  ashman 
who  would  steal  10  cents  of  tickets,  but  how  about 
sending  officers  of  the  Mohawk  Packing  Company, 
or  somebody  else,  to  jail  for  looting  the  city, 
Mr.  Mayor? 

"The  department  spends  a  lot  of  time  and 
money  compiling  figures  which  are  believed  to 
give  the  story  of  its  purchases,  but  comparison  of 
those  figures  with  the  payments  authorized  by  the 
City  Auditor  showed  a  wide  discrepancy.  Bills 
in  great  number  for  merchandise  ordered  in  the 
name  of  the  Supply  Department  were  found  on 
record  in  the  auditor's  office  as  paid,  yet  in  the 
files  of  the  Supply  Department  as  orders  on  which 
delivery  had  not  been  made." 

In  other  words,  the  auditor's  office  shows  that 
the  orders  have  been  paid  for;  the  Supply  Depart- 
ment states  that  the  orders  have  never  been  de- 
livered.    What  else  is  there? 

"There  is  evidence  that,  instead  of  an  inclusive 
grouping  and  thereby  obtaining  a  low  price  for  a 
large  volume,  the  Supply  Department  apparently 
encourages  scattering  of  the  orders  in  such  a  way 
that  top  prices  must  be  paid. 

"An  illustration  of  the  result  of  this  inefficiency 
may  be  seen  in  the  purchase  of  meats  for  the 
City  Hospital.  In  this  case  the  Supply  Depart- 
ment left  it  to  the  hospital  representative  to  pick 
out  the  meat  he  wanted.  He  made  it  a  practice 
to  pick  out  two  grades  of  meat  of  considerable 
difference  in  market  price.  The  order,  as  written, 
made  no  distinction  in  quality,  and  the  price 
placed  on  the  bill  was  for  only  one  quplity,  the 
higher  priced  quality,  of  course.  Meats  pur- 
chased by  the  city  amount  to  an  annual  business 
of  almost  $500,000.  Four  separate  firms  are 
given  the  orders  from  day  to  day,  there  being  no 
written  contract  for  the  purchases.  To  one  firm 
is  given  the  business  of  the  City  Hospital  proper, 
to  another  firm  the  business  of  the  Sanatorium, 
which  is  another  division  of  the  Hospital  Depart- 
ment, to  another  firm  the  business  of  the  Long 
Island  institution,  and  to  another  the  business  of 
the  House  of  Correction  at  Deer  Island.  The 
officials  of  none  of  those  institutions  assumed  any 
jurisdiction  over  the  prices  charged.  Each  firm 
was  supposed  to  furnish  the  Supply  Department 
weekly  with  a  list  of  prices  for  the  ensuing  seven 
days.     Invariably  the  prices  for  similar  grades  of 
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meat  were  not  uniform.  The  commission's  inves- 
tigators foundfthat  often  the  meat  has  been  fur- 
nished and  consumed  before  the  price  lists  were 
received  and  at  three  of  the  institutions  the 
requisitions  and  orders  were  so  loosely  written 
that  it  was  impossible  to  ascertain  what  grade  of 
food  stuffs  was  to  be  provided.  The  prices  charged 
were  from  10  to  100  per  cent  over  current  market 
rates  and  inspection  by  the  city  was  haphazard  and 
practically  worthless.  By  arrangement  with  the 
Finance  Commission,  a  representative  of  the 
United  States  Department  of  Agriculture  inspected 
the  meats  on  hand  at  three  of  the  institutions  and 
found  the  stock  not  to  be  of  uniform  grade  and  that 
the  charges  were  considerably  higher  than  the 
regular  market  rates  for  the  highest  grade  of 
meats.  The  Finance  Commission's  investigators 
compared  the  prices  paid  by  local  private  hospitals 
for  the  same  grades  billed  for  to  the  city  depart- 
ments and  found  the  prices  to  the  city  invariably 
much  higher.  It  is  clearly  evident  that  the  city's 
interests  are  not  being  properly  protected  in  this 
half  million  dollar's  worth  of  business.  Giving 
the  firm  supplying  the  meat  to  the  city  the  benefit 
of  every  possible  doubt,  it  is  figured  that  the  city 
has  paid  within  the  last  year  $125,000  more  than 
a  fair  price  and  in  the  commission's  fair  price  is 
meant  to  include  a  liberal  profit  to  the  dealer." 

If  that  is  so,  Mr.  Mayor,  where  has  that  $125,000 
gone?  The  Purchasing  Agent  did  not  get  it,  be- 
cause he  is  strictly  honest.  I  will  tell  you  who 
got  it, — Edmund  L.  Dolan  and  James  M.  Curley, 
and  probably  that  helps  to  pay  for  the  $125,000 
yacht  that  Eddie  Dolan  is  supposed  to  have 
acquired. 

"The  contention  was  made  by  the  Supply 
Department  and  by  representatives  of  some  of  the 
departments  supplied,  that  the  city  was  paying 
the  highest  price  because  the  departments  wanted 
the  best.  Yet,  on  the  first  trip  to  the  refrigerator 
at  the  City  Hospital,  frozen  chicken  and  frozen 
pork  were  found,  when  only  fresh  chicken  and  fiesh 
pork  had  been  ordered  and  paid  for." 

And  so  it  goes,  all  along  the  line.  Here  is  the 
interesting  part,  showing  where  the  looting  and 
larceny  come  in.  The  market  price  on  beef  was 
17  cents  a  pound,  and  the  city  of  Boston  paid  the 
Mohawk  Packing  Company  30  cents;  the  market 
price  on  loins  was  25,  and  the  City  paid  the  Mohawk 
Company  38;  the  price  on  ribs  was  18,  and  the  city 
paid  the  Mohawk  Company  30  cents;  the  price  on 
stickers  was  10  cents,  and  the  city  paid  the  Mohawk 
Company  21  cents;  on  liver  11$  cents,  and  the  city 
paid  25  cents.  And  so  it  is  all  along  the  line. 
They  are  getting  away  with  this  highway  robbery 
and  larceny,  because  high  public  officials  in 
Boston  are  afraid  of  the  name  "Curley,"  because 
he  has  been  a  power  in  this  town  for  so  many 
years,  and  they  don't  dare  to  do  anything  against 
him.  He  is  getting  after  the  real  estate  operators 
and  real  estate  men,  and  he  is  doing  it  to  cover  up 
his  own  conniving  and  thievery  so  far  as  the 
Mohawk  Company  is  concernea.  What  I  have 
said  in  this  body  weeks  ago  is  absolutely  true. 
Now,  what  can  we  do  about  it?  We  cannot  blame 
the  purchasing  agents  or  stewards  of  the  different 
institutions.  They  are  getting  a  salary  and  are 
doing  what  they  are  told,  are  simply  tools.  If  the 
Mayor  of  Boston  was  sincere,  when  he  got  that 
report  on  November  7  he  would  have  imme- 
diately ordered  the  Mohawk  Company  to  be  done, 
as  far  as  doing  business  with  this  city  is  concerned. 
1  can  remember  not  so  long  ago  when  the  Mayor 
of  Boston  toured  the  city  against  George  Curran 
for  sheriif,  and  when  he  charged  Glynn  with 
selling  tainted  beef  to  the  City  of  Boston  through 
the  Blackstone  Provision  Company.  If  that  is 
the  way  he  felt  at  that  time,  why  does  he  not  now 
fire  Dolan  and  his  crew  out  of  Boston?  But  he 
doesn't  dare  to  do  so,  because  Dolan  might  talk. 
Now,  gentlemen,  it  is  about  time  that  this  City 
Council  took  some  action,  when  the  Mayor  of 
Boston  is  so  brazen  and  bold  as  to  receive  these 
reports,  which  show  conclusively  that  over  $200,000 
has  been  wasted  on  one  item,  just  talcing  the  meat 
racket,  and  do  nothing  about  it.  Then  there  is  the 
automobile  racket,  also.  I  say,  and  1  make  the 
charge  publicly,  that  the  reason  why  the  Mohawk 
Packing  Company  is  doing  business  with  the  City 
of  Boston  is  because  the  Mayor  of  Boston  and  the 
City  Treasurer  are  receiving  the  profits,  that  they 
are  the  two  individuals  who  should  be  charged 
with  the  responsibility  of  looting  the  taxpayers' 
money;  and,  unless  we  take  some  action,  I  propose 
to  go  to  the  Legislature  on  that  report  alone  and 


have  a  legislative  committee  investigate  this  rotten 
department  that  is  spending  $500,000  of  the  city's 
money.  And  I  ask  in  this  order  that  the  Mayor  of 
Boston  immediately  stop  the  Mohawk  Packing 
Company  from  doing  any  further  business  with 
the  City  of  Boston. 

Coun.  KELLY — Mr.  President,  I  am  very  much 
interested  in  what  the  councilor  from  Roxbury  has 
had  to  say.  I  was  very  much  interested  Tuesday 
morning  to  read  one  of  the  newspaper  headings  and 
there  find  that  certain  conditions  existing  in  the 
Supply  Department  were  exposed  to  the  public  at 
large.  I  wondered  after  this  report  of  November  7 
what  the  chairman  of  the  Finance  Commission 
would  do  and  what  he  had  done  in  the  interval 
between  November  7  and  December  14  or  15. 
I  found  that  he  had  done  nothing  to  protect  the 
taxpayers  of  the  City  of  Boston.  So  I  felt  it 
to  be  my  duty  as  a  public  official  to  send  an  open 
letter  to  the  District  Attorney  of  the  county, 
asking  him  to  go  to  the  front  in  behalf  of  the  tax- 
payers and  the  poor  people  of  Boston  and  put  into 
jail  any  persons  accountable  for  this  larceny 
from  the  City  of  Boston.  Immediately  I  was 
termed  a  "copper."  Well,  let  me  inform  the 
people  who  termed  me  a  copper  that  if  a  man  is 
to  be  termed  a  copper  when  he  is  protecting  the 
taxpayers  of  Boston  they  can  get  me  a  copper's 
badge  immediately,  and  I  promise  to  keep  it  shined 
up  day  in  and  day  out.  If  I  am  to  be  termed  a 
copper  for  doing  what  I  was  elected  to  do,  trying 
to  keep  this  city  from  going  to  ruin  like  Chicago, 
I  will  turn  copper  and  will  stay  a  copper  until 
these  evils  are  corrected.  What  have  we  seen? 
The  next  morning  after  my  letter  was  made  public, 
we  saw  one  of  the  Boston  newspapers  stating  that 
the  District  Attorney  did  not  know  what  he  ought 
to  do  in  this  matter.  I  have  heard  enough  of 
what  the  District  Attorney  has  done  or  what  he  is 
proposing  to  do.  My  letter  was  not  even  acknowl- 
edged by  him.  We  have  heard  from  the  Finance 
Commission.  When  Frank  A.  Goodwin  saw  my 
letter,  as  published  Wednesday  morning  in  the 
Post,  he  said,  "Who  listens  to  Kelly?  I  am  sure 
I  won't.  It  would  be  a  waste  of  time."  Let  me 
inform  Mr.  Goodwin  that  I  have  recently  been 
through  a  contest  in  a  district  where  I  am  well 
known  and  that  the  people  of  that  district,  the  real 
substantial  people  of  my  ward,  showed  what  they 
thought  of  what  Kelly  has  said  for  the  last  two 
years  by  electing  me  and  giving  me  the  largest 
vote  ever  given  to  an  office  holder  in  Ward  15, 
according  me  the  unique  distinction  of  being  the 
only  candidate  for  office  in  Ward  15  who  has  car- 
ried every  single  precinct  in  his  ward.  As  opposed 
to  that,  we  saw  the  chairman  of  the  Finance  Com- 
mission indorsing  openly  two  candidates  for  the 
School  Committee,  who  perhaps  otherwise  might 
have  been  victorious.  But  we  saw  that  those  two 
candidates  that  the  chairman  of  the  Finance  Com- 
mission indorsed  openly,  and  for  whom  he  made 
speeches,  were  defeated.  So  I  guess  that  is  proof 
enough  of  what  the  people  of  Boston  and  Dor- 
chester think  of  Kelly  and  what  they  think  of  this 
fakir,  the  chairman  of  the  Finance  Commission, 
Frank  A.  Goodwin,  who  receives  $5,000  a  year  of 
the  taxpayers'  money  for  doing  nothing  but  pro- 
tect the  chief  executive  of  this  city,  who  years  ago 
appointed  him  Street  Commissioner  in  his  first 
administration  as  Mayor,  and  in  1929,  knowing 
that  he  was  to  be  a  candidate  for  Mayor,  went 
to  Governor  Allen  and  interceded  so  that  this  man 
might  be  placed  at  the  head  of  the  Boston  Finance 
Commission,  because  he  knew  that  when  he  came 
here  into  the  Mayor's  office  for  four  years,  if  he 
succeeded  in  getting  the  office,  he  would  have  only 
four  years  left  as  an  elective  official  of  any  sort 
to  mulct  and  rob  the  City  of  Boston.  He  knew 
that,  and  he  wanted  over  at  2-i  School  street  a 
man  to  whom  he  could  dictate.  Accordingly,  he 
went  to  the  Governor  and  had  Goodwin  appointed. 
I  think  I  see  him  demanding,  on  behalf  of  the  tax- 
payers, of  the  Governor  the  immediate  removal 
of  this  gentleman  who  has  been  protecting  these 
different  larcenies  for  the  last  two  years  and 
intends  to  do  so  for  the  next  two  years.  I  have 
asked  the  Governor  that  he  remove  this  fellow 
and  appoint  a  man  with  a  character  above  re- 
proach. I  suggested  Joseph  Joyce  Donahue,  a 
recent  appointee  of  the  Governor,  and  I  await 
with  interest  the  Governor's  reply.  I  have  three 
letters — one  to  the  District  Attorney  of  the  county, 
another  to  the  Finance  Commission,  and  an  open 
letter  to  the  Governor — and  with  the  permission 
of  the  Council  I  will  forbear  reading  these  three 
lengthy  letters,  but  am  going  to  ask  that  they  be 
incorporated  in  the  records  for  future  reference. 
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The  letters  submitted  by  Coun.  Kelly  were  as 
follows: 

Council  Chamber,  City  Hall, 

December  15,  1931. 
Hon.  William  J.  Foley,  District  Attorney,  Suffolk 
County,  Court  House,  Boston,  Massachusetts. 

Dear  District  Attorney, — In  behalf  of  every 
property  owner,  taxpayer  and  city  employee  of 
Boston,  I  ask  you  to  conduct  a  complete  investiga- 
tion of  the  affairs  of  our  city  which  comes  under 
the  supervision  of  the  present  Mayor  of  Boston. 

You  are,  no  doubt,  aware  of  the  fact  that  the 
chairman  of  the  Finance  Commission  in  his 
published  report  has  finally  admitted  that  he  found 
a  few  irregularities  in  the  City  Purchasing  Depart- 
ment. 

I  feel  that  it  is  the  duty  of  the  chairman  of  the 
Finance  Commission,  receiving  as  he  does  a  salary 
of  $5,000  a  year  from  the  taxpayers  of  Boston,  to 
call  these  irregularities  to  your  attention,  but 
seeing  that  he  is  not  doing  his  duty,  I  feel  called 
upon,  as  one  of  the  city  fathers,  to  make  this 
request  of  you  for  immediate  action  in  order  to 
prevent  the  City  of  Boston  from  falling  into  the 
same  category  as  the  city  of  Chicago. 

You  will  notice  that  the  Finance  Commission 
chairman's  only  comments  are  on  meat,  auto- 
mobiles and  auto  tires  and  tubes,  which  items 
have  been  mentioned  at  different  times  on  the 
floor  of  the  Boston  City  Council  by  a  few  of  its 
members. 

You  see  no  reference  made  of  the  unwarranted 
waste  of  the  taxpayers'  money  by  the  Purchasing 
Department  for  paints,  desks,  lumber,  etc.,  the 
desk  item  alone  amounting  to  over  $60,000,  which 
business  is  given  to  one  concern,  without  com- 
petitive bidding,  namely,  the  Atlantic  Desk 
Company,  9  Customhouse  square,  Boston,  although 
I  have  been  informed  by  twelve  nationally  known 
office  equipment  concerns,  which  have  offices  in 
Boston,  that  they  could  sell  the  city  the  same 
equipment  at  about  one  half  the,  price  now  being 
paid  by  the  Purchasing  Department  to  the  favored 
dealer. 

These  unwarranted  expenditures  have  been 
going  on  continually  for  the  past  two  years  and  it 
is  high  time  that  something  should  be  done  to  stop 
them. 

Mr.  Goodwin's  recent  report  was  made,  no 
doubt,  only  through  the  insistence  and  the  efforts 
of  the  Governor's  only  appointee  on  this  commis- 
sion, namely,  Joseph  Joyce  Donahue. 

You  must  also  notice  how  the  report  tries  to 
cover  the  Mayor  of  our  city  by  recommending  to 
him  certain  changes  in  the  methods  of  the  Pur- 
chasing Department,  instead  of  criticizing  him  for 
allowing  these  methods  to  exist. 

The  present  Mayor  of  Boston,  shortly  after 
taking  office  for  this  terra,  transferred  the  then 
Penal  Institutions  Commissioner  to  the  position 
of  Purchasing  Agent,  issuing  a  statement  at  that 
time  that  he  knew  Mr.  Chapman  would  be  able  to 
save  the  city  thousands  upon  thousands  of  dollars, 
and,  for  that  reason,  was  so  transferring  him. 

I  claim  that  Mr.  Chapman  is  nothing  but  a  tool 
of  the  present  Mayor  and  that  he  doesn't  purchase 
any  supplies  without  the  full  consent  of  the  Mayor 
unless  the  name  of  the  concern  he  deals  with  is  one 
of  the  favorite  concerns  of  the  administration. 

I  also  claim  that  Chairman  Frank  A.  Goodwin 
of  the  Finance  Commission,  who  was  appointed 
Chairman  of  the  Board  of  Street  Commissioners 
under  one  of  Mayor  Curley's  former  terms,  is 
evidently  trying  to  cover  up  his  former  chief  in 
his  wasteful,  reckless,  extravagant  and  outrageous 
expenditure  of  the  taxpayers'  money. 

I  sincerely  trust  that  you  will  save  us  from  the 
fate  of  the  city  of  Chicago,  where  the  school 
teachers,  police,  and  other  city  employees  are 
unable  to  receive  their  salaries  owing  to  extravagant 
and  wasteful  expenditures  on  the  part  of  its  public 
officials,  by  immediately  investigating  these  gross 
irregularities  and  prosecuting  the  officials  who  are 
guilty  of  same. 

Very  truly  yours, 
Feancis  E.  Kelly,  City  Councilor. 

December    16,  1931. 

Mr.  Frank  E.  Goodwin,    Boston  Finance   Commis- 
sion,   '24    School  Street,  Boston,  Mass. 

Dear  Sir, — It  was  amusing  tome  to  read  in  this 
morning's  newspaper  that  you  had  a  hearty  laugn 
when  I  called  the  District  Attorney's  attention  to 
your  criminal  neglect  to  investigate  the  unwar- 
ranted expenditures  of  the  taxpayers'  funds  within 
the  last  two  years  to  favorite  concerns  at  exproi- 
tant  prices.     I  notice  you  do  not  laugh  when  you 


receive  your  five  thousand  dollars  of  the  tax- 
payers' money  of  Boston  for  keeping  your  eyes 
shut  to  the  grafting  that  is  going  on  under  the 
present  administration. 

I  notice  also  that  you  made  the  comment  "I 
don't  think  anybody  pays  any  attention  to  Kelly, 
so  why  should  I  waste  my  time?"  You  forget 
that  only  about  a  month  ago  on  Election  Day  the 
people  I  have  the  honor  to  represent  show  that  they 
paid  particular  attention  to  what  Kelly  says  by 
allowing  me  to  carry  every  precinct  of  my  ward  by 
a  tremendous  majority  which  had  never  been  done 
before,  whereas  the  two  School  Committee  candi- 
dates you  supported  were  badly  defeated,  and  no 
doubt  would  have  received  many  more  votes  had 
you  not  interfered  and  gave  them  your  open  sup- 
port, but  which  turned  out  to  be  a  tremendous 
liability. 

This  ought  to  be  sufficient  proof  to  you  that 
people  in  Boston  have  nothing  to  do  with  what 
you  say,  and  the  reason  is  because  they  know  that 
you  are  not  doing  your  duty.  The  sooner  you  get 
on  to  yourself  and  do  your  duty  by  the  taxpayers 
and  stop  this  larceny  by  favorite  concerns,  the 
sooner  you  may  command  some  respect  from  the 
people  of  Boston  instead  of  minding  affairs  of  the 
State  which  should  be  of  less  concern  to  you. 
Respectfully, 
Feancis  E.  Kelly,   City  Councilor. 

December  19,  1931. 
Hon.   Joseph  B.  Ely,   Governor  of  the  Common- 
.  wealth,  State  House,  Boston  Mass. 

My  dear  Governor. — At  the  beginning  of  this 
week,  you  no  doubt  noticed  newspaper  reports  to 
the  effect  that,  after  two  years,  the  Finance  Com- 
mission discovered  certain  acts  of  wrongdoing  by 
the  purchasing  department  of  the  City  of  Boston. 
They  found  that  our  City  Hospital  and  some  other 
departments  of  our  city  were  not  getting  the  type 
of  foods  and  merchandise  the  city  was  paying  for, 
and  that  exorbitant  prices  were  being  paid  for 
meat,  tires  and  tubes  to  favorite  concerns  of  this 
administration,  i 

Since  that  time  you  have  heard  nothing  more 
from  the  chairman  of  the  Finance  Commission, 
who  receives  $5,000  from  the  taxpayers  of  our  city, 
as  to  bringing  to  justice  those  persons  who  had  any 
connection  with  so  defrauding  the  City  of  Boston. 

The  chairman  has  made  a  few  recommendations 
to  the  Mayor  to  correct  these  wrongdoings  and  the 
Mayor  ^who,  incidentally,  is  not  supposed  to  know 
what  has  been  going  on),  has  announced  that  those 
evils  will  be  corrected.  You  see  no  criticism  of  our 
Mayor  in  this  report  for  allowing  these  wrong- 
doings and  unwarranted  expenditures  by  the 
Purchasing  Agent  for  our  city,  who  is  but  a  tool 
for  our  Mayor,  who  gave  him  his  present  position 
and  who  tells  him  what  concerns  he  should  make 
his  purchases. 

How  can  a  man  like  Goodwin,  who  was  appointed 
years  ago  as  Street  Commissioner  of  our  city  by 
the  present  Mayor  of  Boston,  and  whose  appoint- 
ment to  the  job  he  now  holds  was  obtained  for 
him  by  our  Mayor's  intercession  with  your  pre- 
decessor, Hon.  Frank  G.  Allen,  do  anything 
else  but  cover  up  the  evils  of  this  administration 
and  keep  his  eyes  and  mouth  closed? 

We  now  see  this  same  Goodwin  making  un- 
warranted and  groundless  charges  against  State 
officials,  which  is  no  business  of  his,  and  which 
every  honest  citizen  of  Boston  knows  is  but  a 
smoxe-screen,  in  order  that  the  people  of  Boston 
may  take  their  eyes  off  the  many  irregularities  by 
officials  of  our  city  and  focus  their  attention  on  the 
state  purchasing  "department,  whose  purchasing 
agent,  Mr.  Cronin,  is  above  reproach. 

It  is  now  time  to  protect  the  already  over- 
burdened taxypayer  of  Boston  and  remove  Good- 
win from  this  commission,  on  the  grounds  that  he 
is  working  in  collusion  with  the  Mayor  of  Boston, 
and  covering  up  many  wrongdoings  of  the  present 
administration. 

No  doubt,  the  only  reason  this  recent  report  was 
published  was  through  the  insistence  of  your 
worthy  appointee  to  this  commission,  Joseph 
Joyce  Donahue,  who,  I  do  not  hesitate  to  say, 
would  make  a  proper  chairman. 

If  you  will  grant  me  a  hearing,  I  will  show  you 
many  other  overcharges  of  hundreds  of  thousands 
of  dollars  made  by  favorite  pet  concerns  of  the 
administration  in  the  purchase  of  goods,  with 
Goodwin  sitting  idly  by. 

In  order  to  stop  Boston  from  following  in  the 
disastrous  footsteps  of  bankrupt  Chicago,  I  ask 
for  the  immediate  removal  of  Frank  A.  Goodwin, 
who  refuses   to  do   his  duty,  and   the  placing  as 
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chairman    of   this   commission,    which   is   of   such 

great  importance  to  the  people  of  Boston,  a  man 

of  the  type  and  character  of  Joseph  Joyce  Donahue. 

Respectfully  yours, 

Francis  E.   Kelly, 
City  Councilor,  Ward  15. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


ADDITIONAL   STATIONS,    OVERSEERS   OF 
PUBLIC  WELFARE. 

Coun.  WILSON  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Overseers  of  the  Public 
Welfare  be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the 
Mayor,  to  establish  a  division  of  that  department 
in  some  central  location  in  Dorchester. 

Coun.  WILSON — Mr.  President,  this  order  may 
or  may  not  supplant  an  earlier  order  passed  by  the 
City  Council,  but  it  is  inspired  by  the  recent 
action  of  the  Board  of  Trade  in  Dorchester, 
making  the  excellent  point  that  there  is  now  an 
agency  of  the  Public  Welfare  Department  in  East 
Boston  and  I  believe  in  Hyde  Park  or  West  Rox- 
bury.  So  it  seems  to  me  an  excellent  suggestion 
that  the  five  wards  of  Dorchester,  comprising  a 
very  large  section  of  the  population  of  the  city, 
should  have  some  agency  or  headquarters  of  the 
Public  Welfare  Department  out  there.  It  would 
eliminate  incidentally  the  60  cents  a  week  carfare 
of  those  who  have  to  ride  or  walk  to  and  from 
Hawkins  street  at  least  three  days  a  week. 

Coun.  MURRAY— Mr.  President,  I  would  like 
to  move  as  an  amendment  that  Jamaica  Plain, 
Forest  Hills,  be  included. 

Coun.  DONOVAN — And  I  would  move  an 
amendment,  Mr.  President,  that  East  Boston  be 
included. 

Coun.  WILSON — Mr.  President,  I  would  sug- 
gest that,  until  the  question  of  mileage  for  the 
various  sections  is  cleared  up,  this  order  stand, 
and  then  perhaps  the  councilors  from  the  various 
sections  can  put  in  separate  orders  later,  if  there 
is  no  objection. 

President  McGRATH — The  question  is  on  the 
amendment  offered  by  Councilor  Murray. 

Coun.  Murray's  proposed  amendment  was 
declared  lost. 

Coun.  MURRAY— Mr.  President,  I  doubt  the 
vote  and  ask  for  the  yeas  and  nays. 

Coun.  BUSH — Mr.  President,  I  rise  to  a  point 
of  order.  I  believe  the  amendment  should  be  in 
writing,  under  the  rules  of  the  Council. 

President  McGRATH— The  Chair  will  give  the 
councilor  an  opportunity  to  put  it  in  writing. 

Coun.  KELLY— Mr.  President. 

President  McGRATH — For  what  purpose  does 
the  gentleman  rise? 

Coun.  KELLY — Mr.  President,  I  did  not  think, 
having  in  mind  statements  that  have  been  made 
by  the  councilor  from  Jamaica  Plain  (Coun. 
Murray)  in  the  last  two  years,  that  there  were  any 
poor  people  in  Ward  10.     (Laughter.) 

President  McGRATH — The  question  is  on 
solving  the  doubt,  and  the  Clerk  will  call  the  roll 
on  Councilor  Murray's  amendment,  to  establish 
a  like  station  in  Jamaica  Plain  and  Forest  Hills. 

Coun.  Murray's  amendment  to  the  order  pre- 
vailed, yeas  21,  nays  0. 

The  amendment  offered  by  Coun.  Donovan, 
looking  to  the  establishment  of  a  like  station  in 
East  Boston,  also  prevailed. 

Coun.  Wilson's  order,  as  amended  by  Coun. 
Murray  and  Donovan,  was  adopted. 


ADVISABILITY  OF  DORCHESTER  HEALTH 
UNIT. 

Coun.  WILSON  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be,  and 
he  hereby  is,  respectfully  requested  to  promptly 
consider  the  advisability  of  the  erection  of  a 
health  unit  in  the  Dorchester  district,  such  health 
unit  to  be  conveniently  and  centrally  located. 

Coun.  WILSON— Mr.  President,  I  frankly 
admit  that  I  am  inclined  to  agree  with  the  expres- 
sion by  the  Mayor  recently  that  he  was  not  favor- 
able to  the  erection  of  any  more  municipal  build- 
ings in  Dorchester  or  elsewhere,  due  to  the  very 
small  attendance  generally  in  those  buildings. 
But  I  do  feel  that  at  this  time  I  should  repeat  the 
order  filed  by  me  on  behalf  of  Ward  17,  Dorchester, 
as  long  ago  as  January  17,  1930,  that  one  of  these 
health  units  rendered  possible  by  the  munificence 


of  Mr.  White  be  shortly  placed  in  the  Dorchester 
section  to  handle  the  needs  of  that  district. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


STREET  CAR  RESERVATION,  HUNTING- 
TON AVENUE. 

Coun.  ARNOLD  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the 
Mayor,  to  immediately  proceed  to  eliminate 
the  street  car  reservation  on  Huntington  avenue, 
between  Copley  square  and  Francis  street. 

Coun.  ARNOLD— Mr.  President,  on  March  10 
of  last  year  I  introduced  a  similar  order,  worded 
somewhat  differently,  to  see  what  might  be  done 
in  this  line.  The  wording  at  that  time  was  "That 
the  Commissioner  of  Public  Works  be  requested, 
through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  investigate  and 
report  to  the  City  Council  upon  the  advisability 
and  practicability  of  either  narrowing  the  street 
car  reservation  in  Huntington  avenue,  between 
Copley  square  and  Francis  street,  or  eliminating 
it  altogether,  as  a  measure  of  public  safety." 
This  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public 
Safety,  which  gave  a  hearing,  at  which  many 
appeared  in  favor  of  eliminating  that  reservation. 
There  was  no  one  opposed  to  it,  and  still  we  had 
no  report  from  the  Public  Works  Department  as 
to  the  feasibility  or  practicability  of  removing  that 
reservation.  I  said  at  that  time,  Mr.  President, 
that  there  were  many  fatal  accidents  attributable 
directly  to  the  fact  that  this  reservation  exists. 
In  addition  to  the  fatalities,  there  has  been  much 
litigation  and  injured  people  have  been  unable  to 
obtain  any  redress  by  reason  of  the  fact  that  the 
Elevated  has  maintained  that  people  on  the  reser- 
vation were  trespassers.  In  view  of  very  recent 
history,  Mr.  President,  in  which  the  son  of  our 
Mayor  was  involved,  it  seems  to  me  that  this  may 
be  a  psychological  time  to  make  some  move  toward 
safety  on  Huntington  avenue.  We  expect  within 
the  next  ten  years  a  subway  there.  There  may 
be  permissive  legislation  along  that  line  at  the  next 
session  of  the  General  Court.  No  one  knows  at 
this  time.  But  I  submit  that  these  killings  and 
maimings,  these  innumerable  accidents,  could  be 
very  much  reduced  if  this  reservation  was  elim- 
inated. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 

Conn.  NORTON— Mr.  President,  might  I 
suggest  to  the  councilor  from  the  Back  Bay  (Coun. 
Arnold)  that  there  is  a  situation  somewhat  anal- 
ogous to  the  situation  on  Huntington  avenue  on 
Blue  Hill  avenue,  where  they  have  had  two  or 
three  very  bad  accidents  in  the  last  few  years. 
It  is  impossible  on  certain  streets,  particularly 
at  night,  with  the  lights  and  shadows,  to  tell 
whether  a  person  is  about  to  cross  the  street  or 
whether  you  are  looking  at  a  tree  or  a  post.  There 
will  undoubtedly  during  the  next  year  be  further 
casualties  on  that  street.  It  seems  too  bad,  with 
all  the  money  we  are  spending  on  the  lighting  of 
the  city,  that  pressing  problems  of  this  nature 
should  be  left  unattended  to  for  so  many  years. 

Coun.  DONOVAN— And  I  wonder,  Mr.  Presi- 
dent, if  the  gentleman  from  the  Back  Bay  would 
object  to  an  amendment  applying  to  East  Boston? 
We  have  the  same  situation  there  at  Day  square. 
I  wonder  if  the  councilor  from  the  Back  Bay  would 
not  consent  to  an  amendment  that  would  include 
Day  square  to  Orient  Heights? 

President  McGRATH— The  Chair  would  state 
that  Coun.  Arnold's  order  has  been  passed,  and 
that  he  will  entertain  a  new  order  from  any  coun- 
cilor. 


CHAIRS  OF  COUNCIL  MEMBERS. 
Coun.  LYNCH  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Public 
Buildings  be  authorized  to  sell  to  the  outgoing 
members  of  the  City  Council,  at  a  price  to  be 
determined  by  him,  the  chairs  which  they  have 
occupied  in  the  Council  Chamber  during  their 
term  of  office. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


ELIMINATION   OF  GUARDS   ON 
ELEVATED. 
Coun.  KELLY  offered  the  following: 
Whereas,    The    present    deplorable    conditions 
in  the  employment  situation  are  caused  by  the 
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present  business  depression,  and  all  public  agencies 
are  working  to  find  a  solution  to  relieve  the  hard- 
ships among  the  unemployed;  and 

Whereas,  The  Boston  Elevated  Railway  is  a 
public  institution  whose  dividends  are  guaranteed 
by  the  metropolitan  district  insuring  no  loss  to 
the  stockholders;  and 

Whereas,  The  Boston  Elevated  Railway  is  at 
present  equipping  trains  with  an  electrical  device 
which  will  make  it  possible  for  one  guard  to 
operate  all  doors  on  four  cars  of  the  train,  which 
if  placed  in  operation  will  eliminate  one  hundred 
twenty-nine  men  who  are  at  present  employed, 
adding  them  to  the  ranks  of  the  unemployed;  be 
it  therefore 

Resolved,  That  the  Boston  City  Council  go  on 
record  as  deploring  Buch  action  on  the  part  of 
the  Boston  Elevated  Railway,  and  request  the 
Board  of  Trustees  to  hold  in  abeyance  this  elec- 
trical device  until  the  Legislature  investigates 
the  matter  and  find  out  if  it  is  in  the  interest  of 
public  safety,  and  if  the  Board  of  Trustees  refuse 
to  act,  that  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  requested 
to  take  this  matter  up  with  his  Excellency  the 
Governor. 

Coun.  KELLY — Mr.  President,  this  is  a  situa- 
tion of  which  1  think  almost  every  member  of  the 
Council  is  aware,  and  1  do  not  intend  to  bore  the 
members  of  the  Council  with  any  lengthy  words 
of  mine  at  this  time.  1  do  want  at  this  time, 
however,  to  comment  on  the  fact  that  a  certain 
gentleman,  a  trustee  of  the  Boston  Elevated, 
Mr.  E.  A.  Johnson,  who  is  also  the  secretary- 
treasurer  of  the  Building  Trades  Council  of 
Boston  and  vicinity,  as  one  of  the  five  trustees 
of  the  Boston  Elevated  voted  for  this  new  device 
that  will  jeopardize  the  lives  and  safety  of  the 
public  and  will  cause  the  lay-off  of  gatetenders 
and  brakemen  of  the  Boston  Elevated  Railway. 
I  want  this  to  appear  as  a  matter  of  public  record, 
because  I  have  accused  this  gentleman  of  delib- 
erately having  sold  out  the  Union  members  who 
are  giving  him  $90  a  week,  although  as  a  trustee 
of  the  Boston  Elevated,  a  corporation  which  is 
giving  him  $5,000  a  year  for  ten  years,  he_  is 
working  against  the  interests  of  those  Union 
men.  1  want  this  to  be  a  matter  of  public  record, 
and  I  also  want  as  a  matter  of  public  record,  not 
wishing  to  bore  the  members  of  the  Council, 
to  submit  here  three  pages  that  deal  with  this 
'new  contrivance  and  the  effect  that  it  will  have 
upon  passengers  and  upon  the  health  and  safety 
of  our  citizens.  1  ask  that  the  resolution  be 
passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule,  and  that 
these  three  pages  that  1  have  submitted  be  in- 
corporated in  the  record. 

The  paper  submitted  by  Coun.  Kelly  is  as 
follows: 

This  electrical  controlled  apparatus  is  dangerous 
to  the  traveling  public  because  it  leaves  the  people 
who  ride  on  our  trains  without  the  proper  pro- 
tection necessary  to  their  safety,  as  every  person 
with  any  common  sense  knows  it  is  very  difficult 
even  now  to  observe  clearly  the  length  of  two 
cars  with  passengers  crowded  around  not  too 
roomy  door  openings,  and  how  much  harder  it 
would  be  to  see  just  twice  that  distance  is  not 
very  difficult  to  picture.  There  is  one  motor  end 
to  each  car  and  one  hand  brake  which  is  located 
at  the  front  end  of  the  motorman's  cab  on  the 
outside  of  the  car.  In  the  event  of  a  loss  of  air 
pressure  on  any  grade  or  curve  this  would  be 
practically  useless  to  protect  the  passengers  with 
because  no  one  with  any  knowledge  as  to  its 
use  would  be  in  a  position  to  use  it.  If  the  train 
should  happen  to  break  apart  it  can  easily  be  seen 
what  would  happen,  not  to  one  or  two  passengers, 
but  probably  a  train  full  of  people.  There  is 
another  safety  device,  so  called,  they  have  at 
each  end  of  the  car,  a  door  leading  to  the  vesti- 
bule, which  is  locked  and  on  the  lock  is  a  sign 
which  reads,  "In  case  of  an  emergency  break 
to  open."  The  truth  is,  that  if  there  were  a 
real  emergency  it  would  be  nothing  less  than 
suicide  to  step  down  there  between  the  cars. 
This  is  dangerous  because  people  in  excitement-^- 
as  a  general  rule — lose  their  heads  and  panic  is 
the  result.  Let  us  take  the  case  of  the  Scobey 
Hospital  fire  here  on  Beacon  street  a  few  years 
back.  The  fire  started  in  the  basement.  A  nurse 
discovered  smoke  coming  from  the  basement  and 
she  ran  to  the  nearest  fire  alarm  box  to  give  the 
signal  to  the  Eire  Department.  She  was  intelli- 
gent, highly  educated,  still  in  the  excitement,  she 
failed  to  read  the  instructions  on  the  box,  so  she 
turned   the   handle   thinking   that  she  gave  the 


alarm.  The  delay  between  the  time  she  failed 
and  the  policeman  gave  the  alarm  to  the  Fire 
Department  was  sufficient  to  cause  the  loss  of 
two  lives.  We  do  not  want  a  repetition  on  a 
large  scale.  The  general  manager  will  say  that 
this  device  is  fool  proof,  but  on  July  14,  1931,  at 
4.58  p.  m.  in  the  East  Boston  Tunnel,  train  528, 
cars  529,  519  and  518,  a  four-car  train  operated 
from  Bowdoin  square  to  Maverick  square,  door 
trouble  caused  the  doors  to  open  on  the  opposite 
from  the  normal  or  station  side  at  Devonshire 
and  Atlantic  stations.  The  trouble  found  by  the 
shop  inspector  was  that  the  door  controls  were 
crossed  between  the  cars.  If  this  train  happened 
to  be  filled  with  passengers  and  the  people  were 
pushed  against  the  doors  on  the  opposite  side  of 
of  the  train,  and  the  doors  on  that  side  suddenly 
opened,  many  of  the  passengers  would  have  been 
thrown  into  the  train  pit  and  if  a  train  was  enter- 
ing the  station  in  that  direction,  every  person 
here  knows  what  would  happen  to  these  unfortunate 
passengers.  Another  safety  device  is  an  emer- 
gency cord  which  runs  along  the  length  of  the  car 
with  a  handle,  which  reads — "in  case  of  emer- 
gency pull  this  cord  and  open  the  doors."  We 
say  that  a  serious  accident  happens  in  the  East 
Boston  Tunnel  and  some  boy  pulls  this  cord, 
the  doors  would  open  and  many  persons  in  their 
excitement  would  jump  onto  the  tracks  and  come 
in  contact  with  the  third  rail  and  be  killed.  Then, 
the  newspapers  of  our  city  would  cry  out  to  high 
heaven  and  our  public  officials  would  demand  an 
investigation,  but  all  of  these  things  would  not 
restore  one  life  lost.  We  recall  the  cry  that  went 
up  from  the  public  at  the  time  of  the  Beach 
street  accident  and  what  action  the  then  Governor 
Fuller  had  taken  at  that  time.  1  hope  to  God 
it  will  not  be  necessary  to  have  another  similar 
accident  to  wake  up  our  legislators  to  the  neces- 
sity of  protecting  the  traveling  public.  The 
responsibility  for  this  one  guard  system  rests  on 
the  Power  interests,  represented  by  Mr.  Henry 
1.  Harriman.  The  men  refuse  to  believe  that 
this  proposal  has  emanated  from  other  than  a 
source  alien  to  the  broadminded  generous  official 
policy,  which  has  heretofore  prevailed.  The  men 
feel  that  its  source  lies  in  one  or  more  of  the  group, 
who  seated  at  a  desk  in  State  street  or  its  neighbor- 
hood, or  at  home  in  the  quiet  of  some  luxurious 
library,  consider  the  men  engaged  in  labor  of 
any  kind,  necessary  though  they  be  to  their 
enterprises  and  money-making  plans,  as  coldly 
and  impersonally,  as  the  pawns  on  their  chess 
boards.  If  there  is  to  be  any  change  in  the  happy 
conditions  that  have  been  in  effect  for  some  years, 
the  blame  cannot  be  placed  on  these  railway 
employees.  The  employees  of  this  property 
sought  to  have  these  electrical  controlled  devices 
held  in  abeyance  during  the  business  depression 
now  prevailing,  and  in  pursuance  of  this  policy, 
made  request  upon  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  this 
property,  that  it  concur  in  this  policy,  but  it 
refused  to  so  cooperate  and  insisted  upon  immediate 
action  by  the  operating  officials. 

The  resolutions  and  order  were  passed   under 
suspension  of  the  rule. 


COLLECTION    OF    REAL    ESTATE    TAXES 

Coun.  KELLY  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  City  Collector  be  requested, 
through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  include  on 
each  piece  of  literature  sent  to  real  estate  owners 
regarding  collection  of  taxes  a  statement  that 
the  city  is  willing  to  accept  time  payments,  and 
not  to  frighten  home-owners  by  telling  them  that 
their  property  will  be  sold  for  unpaid  taxes  a  long 
time  before  it  really  is. 

Coun.  KELLY — Mr.  President,  my  attention 
has  been  called  to  the  injustice  being  done  by  the 
Collecting  Department  of  the  City  of  Boston.  It 
seems  that  the  Collecting  Department  first  sends  a 
tax  bill  to  each  home  owner.  There  is  then  a 
demand,  a  follow-up.  On  the  card  which  has 
recently  gone  out  they  say  that  unless  the  taxes 
are  paid  up  before  December  15  the  property  will 
be  sold  immediately  for  payment  of  1931  taxes. 
I  say  that  the  Collecting  Department  of  the  City 
of  Boston  should  inform  the  people  of  Boston, 
the  poor  home  owners  who  are  suffering  so  much 
in  trying  to  keep  their  homes,  what  the  real  facts 
surrounding  the  sale  of  property  for  unpaid  taxes 
are.  I  know  that  there  will  be  no  sale  on  Decem- 
ber 15  of  this  year  for  unpaid  taxes  of  this  year 
on  property  owned  by  different  people  who  have 
not  paid  the  tax.     The  sale  will  not  be  until  next 
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summer  or  October.  Now,  why  is  it  necessary 
to  send  such  a  card  to  people  telling  them  a  false- 
hood? Why  not  insert  at  the  bottom  of  the  card 
and  on  every  piece  of  literature  that  goes  out  the 
real  facts,  that  the  City  of  Boston  will  accept 
part  payment  of  unpaid  taxes.  I  feel  that  on 
every  bit  of  literature  sent  out  from  the  collector's 
office  such  a  statement  should  be  made.  I  have 
people  come  crying  to  my  home,  who  want  to 
know  what  they  are  to  do  about  their  taxes  and 
who  are  scared  by  the  form  in  which  the  notice  is 
sent  out.  They  have  got  their  property  by 
money  that  they  have  saved  for  many  years,  and 
they  are  afraid  of  losing  it.  It  is  time  that  the 
City  of  Boston  should  let  these  poor  unfortunates 
know  that  we  will  accept  part  payments  on  their 
tax  bills,  and,  furthermore,  to  let  them  know  that 
their  property  will  not  be  sold  until  next  September 
or  October.  The  notice  going  to  every  home 
owner  that  his  property  will  be  sold  on  Decem- 
ber 15  of  this  year  unless  the  tax  is  paid  is  nothing 
but  a  falsehood,  and  perhaps  a  threat  to  extort 
money  from  the  home  owners  of  the  city.  I  say 
that  such  notices  should  not  be  sent  out  in  a  time 
like  this,  with  our  problems  of  unemployment  and 
of  financial  stringency,  a  situation  to  which  every 
paper  in  this  city  and  in  the  Commonwealth  has 
seen  fit  to  give  many  a  paragraph.  We  are  try- 
ing to  help  the  unemployed.  Now,  let  us  try  to 
help  the  poor  taxpayer,  who  cannot  possibly  raise 
his  taxes  at  this  time.  And  why  tell  a  falsehood? 
That  is  the  reason  for  the  introduction  of  the 
order  today,  and  I  hope  that  every  piece  of  litera- 
ture sent  out  after  this  order  is  passed  will  contain 
two  statements — first,  that  any  amount  will  be 
taken  on  account  and  will  be  accepted;  and, 
furthermore,  the  statement  that  the  property 
will  not  be  sold  until  September  or  October  of 
1932  for  the  nonpayment  of  the  1931  taxes. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


APPROPRIATION    FOR    SOCIAL    LAW 
LIBRARY. 

Coun.  RUBY  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  there  be  allowed  and  paid  to  the 
proprietors  of  the  Social  Law  Library  the  sum  of 
one  thousand  dollars  for  the  maintenance  and 
enlargement  of  said  library;  said  sum  to  be  charged 
to  the  appropriation  for  County  of  Suffolk,  Social 
Law  Library. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


STREET   CAR   RESERVATION,   BLUE 
HILL   AVENUE. 

Coun.  NORTON  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,    That   his   Honor   the   Mayor   be   re- 
quested to  take  up  with  the  proper  authorities  the 
immediate  removal  of  the  street  car  reservation  on 
Blue  Hill  avenue,  from  Mattapan  square  to  Morton 

Covin.  NORTON — Mr.  President,  we  have 
there  a  similar  situation  to  that  referred  to  by  the 
colleague  from  the  Back  Bay  (Coun.  Arnold)  with 
regard  to  Huntington  avenue.  We  have  that 
same  difficulty,  caused  by  fights  and  shadows,  on 
Blue  Hill  avenue  in  our  district,  and  I  trust  that  it 
will  be  remedied  as  suggested  in  the  order. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


PURCHASE    OF    CITY    AUTOMOBILES. 

Coun.  NORTON  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  requested 
to  instruct  all  department  heads  to  purchase  only 
Ford,    Chevrolet   and    Plymouth   automobiles   or 
automobiles  in  that  price  class  for  official  use. 
Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


RECESS. 

The  Council  voted,  at  3.34  p.  m.,  on  motion  of 
Coun.  FISH,  to  take  a  recess  subject  to  the  call  of 
the  Chair.  The  members  reassembled  in  the 
Council  Chamber  and  were  called  to  order  by 
President  McGRATH  at  4.10  p.  m. 


REPORT   OF    COMMITTEE   ON   PARKMAN 
FUND. 

Coun.  WILSON,  for  the  Committee  on  Park- 
man  Fund,  submitted  the  following  report,  viz.: 

1.  Report  on  message  of  Mayor  and  order 
(referred  December  14),  appropriating  §60,482.48 
for  improvements  in  Franklin  Park — that  same 
ought  to  pass. 

Report  accepted;  said  order  passed;  yeas  21, 
nays  0. 


EXECUTIVE     COMMITTEE     REPORTS. 

Coun.  GALLAGHER,  for  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee, submitted  the  following: 

1.  Report  on  message  of  Mayor  with  com- 
munication from  Corporation  Counsel  in  regard 
to  proposed  amendment  to  proposed  disposal 
contract  to  provide  for  change  of  certain  territory 
to  incineration, — that  same  be  placed  on  file. 

Report  accepted;  said  communication  placed  on 
file. 

2.  Report  on  message  of  Mayor  and  order  for 
approval  of  ten-year  disposal  contract  (referred 
November  30), — that  same  ought  to  pass. 

Report  accepted;  said  order  passed,  yeas  21, 
nays  1  (Coun.  Norton  not  being  present  at  the 
time  when  the  vote  was  taken,  but  being  allowed 
later  by  unanimous  consent  to  be  recorded  in  the 
negative). 


PUBLIC   HEARING  IN  RE   INCINERATION 
PLANTS. 

Coun.  WILSON"  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,   That  the  City  Council  hold  a  public 
hearing  on  the  advisability  of  early  installation  of 
incineration   plants   in   the   City    of    Boston   as   a 
modern  substitute  for  the  reduction  process. 
Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


COMMITTEE   TO   INVESTIGATE 

INCINERATION. 

Coun.  WILSON  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  requested 
to  at  once  appoint  a  committee,  which  shall  include 
the  Public  Works  Commissioner,  to  investigate 
the  possibilities  of  providing  at  an  early  date  for 
the  incineration  of  refuse  and  garbage  in  certain 
sections  of  the  City  of  Boston. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


POSSIBLE     AMENDMENT     OF     DISPOSAL 
CONTRACT. 

Coun.  WILSON  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  be,  and  he 
hereby  is,  requested  to  at  once  take  up  with  the 
Brooklyn  Ash  Removal  Company  of  Massachusetts 
the  possible  amendment  of  the  disposal  contract  to 
permit,  on  proper  terms,  the  withdrawal  of  certain 
districts  from  the  contract  during  the  ten-year 
period,  for  a  gradual  change  to  the  incineration 
process  for  the  disposal  of  refuse  and  garbage. 

Coun.  WILSON — Mr.  President,  no  one  regrets 
more  than  I  do  the  fact  that,  not  wholly  through 
the  fault  of  the  present  administration,  the  question 
of  possible  incineration  in  the  City  of  Boston  has 
been  left  to  such  a  late  day,  thereby  making  it 
practically  impossible  for  the  Council  to  do  other- 
wise than  possibly  make  some  provision  for  the 
covering  of  at  least  a  district  by  incineration,  to 
show  what  can  be  done.  Having  that  in  mind,  I 
have  brought  the  matter  up  in  this  body  and 
before  the  Executive  Committee.  Back  in  1926, 
on  the  second  of  August,  I  first  introduced  an 
order  into  the  City  Council  requesting  the  then 
Mayor  to  advise  the  Council  as  to  the  estimated 
cost  of  an  incinerator  which  would  "eliminate  the 
present  antiquated  and  unsanitary  dump  system 
of  rubbish  disposal."  The  idea  at  that  time  was 
not  to  immediately  install  different  incinerators 
in  the  five  or  six  districts  to  be  covered  by  the 
contract,  but  simply  to  consider  the  cost  of  estab- 
lishing one  incinerator,  with  which  the  experiment 
could  be  made  upon  which  subsequent  action 
could  be  based.  That  order  met  with  little 
success,   but  we  did  find  that  the  cost  would  be 
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about  $4,000,000  for  eight  plants  scattered  through 
various  sections  of  the  city.  A  similar  order  was 
again  introduced  and  passed  by  the  Council  as 
early  as  May  9,  1927;  a  third  order  on  March  26, 
1928,  a  fourth  order  on  October  14,  1929,  and 
during  the  past  two  years  similar  orders  on  Decem- 
ber 1,  1930,  and  May  4,  1931.  It  was  in  the  hope 
that  we  might  have  some  saving  clause  in  the 
present  contract  that  I  introduced  the  motion  I 
did  in  the  hearing  before  the  Executive  Committee 
on  this  matter,  but,  much  as  I  regret  it,  I  am 
inclined  to  agree  with  the  Corporation  Counsel 
when  he  points  out  that  such  an  amendment 
would  apparently  mean  the  re-submission  of  the 
entire  garbage  proposition  to  bidders,  the  re-open- 
ing of  the  entire  question  and  asking  for  new  bids, 
thereby  delaying  the  whole  thing.  Last  summer, 
having  had  this  matter  in  mind  for  over  five  years, 
I  wrote  a  letter  to  the  thirty-four  largest  cities  in 
the  United  States,  as  follows: 

June  19,  1931. 
Public  Works  Department, 
City  Hall. 
Dear  Sirs, — As  a  member  of   the   Boston  City 


Council  at  present  interested  in  the  possible 
installation  of  incinerator  plants  in  this  city,  I 
should  like  to  ascertain  whether  or  not  you  have 
taken  any  steps  along  that  line  in  your  municipality. 
If  so,  I  would  more  than  appreciate  your  advices  as 
to  the  following: 

(a)  number  of  incinerator  plants  in  your  city; 

(b)  date  of  construction; 

(c)  cost  of  each; 

(d)  type  of  each  incinerator; 

(e)  whether  same  have  proved  satisfactory; 

(f)  whether  or  not  any  part  of  your  garbage 
and  rubbish  is  now  disposed  of  otherwise  than  by 
incineration. 

Yours  very  truly, 
Robebt  Gardiner  Wilson,  Jr. 

Without  wearying  the  Council,  I  will  submit  to 
the  reporter  for  purposes  of  the  record  the  name, 
location  and  population  of  each  of  the  cities  to 
which  I  wrote,  and  the  response. 

The  paper  here  submitted  by  Coun.  Wilson  is  as 
follows: 


Letter  Sent  to 


Population,  1930. 


Is  There  Disposal  Now  by  Incineration? 


Akron,  Ohio 

Atlanta,  Ga 

Baltimore,  Md 

Birmingham,  Mo. . . 

Buffalo,  N.  Y 

Chicago,  111 

Cincinnati,  Ohio. . . . 

Columbus,  Ohio 

Cleveland,  Ohio 

Dallas,  Texas 

Denver,  Colo 

Detroit,  Mich 

Houston,  Texas. . .  . 
Indianapolis,  Ind. . . 
Jersey  City,  N.  J. . . 
Kansas  City,  Mo. . . 

LawTence,  Mass 

Los  Angeles,  Cal. . . 

Louisville,  Ky 

Memphis,  Tenn. . . . 
Milwaukee,  Wis. . . . 
Minneapolis,  Minn. 

Newark,  N.  J 

New  Orleans,  La. . . 
New  York  City. .  .  . 


Oakland,  Cal 

Philadelphia,  Penn. 
Pittsburgh,  Penn. . . 


Providence,  R.  I 

Rochester,  N.  Y 

San  Francisco,  Cal. .  . 

St.  Louis,  Mo 

St.  Paul,  Minn 

Seattle,  Wash 

Toledo,  Ohio 

District  of  Columbia. 


253,000 
266,000 
801,000 
257,000 
573,000 

3,375,000 
449,000 
289,000 
900,000 
260,000 
287,000 

1,573,000 
289,000 
364,000 
315,000 
392,000 
84,000 

1,233,000 
307,000 
252,000 
572,000 
464,000 
442,000 
455,000 

6,981,000 

284,000 

1,964.000 

669,000 

252,000 
325,000 
637,000 
822,000 
271,000 
365,000 
290,000 


No  reply. 

No  reply. 

Both  incineration  and  otherwise. 

No  reply. 

Yes. 

Both;   city  operated. 

Yes. 

No;    but  plans  same  when  money  available. 

No. 

No  reply. 

No  reply. 

No;   but  for  some  time  under  consideration. 

Yes. 

No. 

No  reply. 

No  reply. 

Yes. 

Both;   much  of  garbage  to  hogs. 

Yes;   all  but  a  very  small  amount. 

Yes. 

Yes. 

Yes. 

No;    garbage  to  hogs,  rubbish  for  fill. 

Both;   but  only  18  per  cent  dumped. 

Yes,  80  per  cent;    the  balance  temporarily 

dumped  at  sea. 
No  reply. 
Both. 
Both;     garbage   by   reduction,    rubbish    by 

incineration. 
Yes. 

Both;  rubbish  by  incineration. 
Yes;  by  both  of  the  people. 
Both;  garbage  to  hogs. 
No;  garbage  for  stock. 
No;  sanitary  fill. 
Both;  but  mostly  incineration. 
No;    but  plan  incineration  of  rubbish. 


Coun.  WILSON — There  were  eight  cities  that 
made  no  reply.  There  were  eight  that  responded 
that  they  had  no  incineration  as  yet.  There  were 
nine  that  responded  that  they  had  turned  to 
incineration,  although  part  of  the  disposal,  espe- 
cially of  rubbish,  was  done  in  the  old-fashioned 
manner;  and  eleven  of  the  large  cities  replied  that 
they  had  changed  to  incineration  to  the  great 
benefit  of  the  municipality  in  each  case.  1  was 
greatly  interested  to  receive  a  pamphlet,  which  I 
will  not  submit  for  purposes  of  the  record  because 
it  is  too  long,  dealing  with  the  collection  and  dis- 
posal of  refuse  in  the  city  of  Chicago,  by  Loran  D. 
Gayton.  From  this  pamphlet,  giving  a  result  of 
the  research  and  study  out  there,  1  will  merely 
read  a  short  extract,  because  I  am  not  asking  that 
the  entire  pamphlet  be  put  into  the  record.  It 
states  here  that: 

"There  are  only  two  methods  of  refuse  dis- 
posal applicable  to  large,  thickly  settled  com- 
munities. The  first  of  these  methods  is  called  the 
reduction  process,  and  this  process  is  rapidly  being 
discarded  in  the  larger  cities  of  the  country.  The 
second  method  is  incineration,  and  this  method  is 
rapidly  gaining  favor,  not  only  in  the  larger  cities 


but  also  in  the  smaller  communities.  At  the  pres- 
ent time,  the  city  of  Chicago  is  using  both  the 
methods." 

That  was  in  1928. 

The  pamphlet  further  pointed  out  the  cost  per 
ton  for  handling: 

"With  grease  selling  at  4  cents  per  pound,  few 
reduction  plants  will  pay  their  cost  of  operation. 
In  years  past  the  price  ot  grease  has  dropped  as 
low  as  2  cents  per  pound.  .  .  .  When  properly 
designed  and  operated,  an  incinerator  does  not 
produce  a  nuisance  and  may  therefore  be  placed  in 
any  locality." 

Repeating  what  I  said  at  the  public  hearing  on 
this  matter,  the  report  further  states  that  in  1925 
they  made  out  there  a  thorough  investigation  of 
this  matter,  covering  the  entire  eastern  part  of 
the  country  and  studying  incinerators  of  practi- 
cally every  make  and  design  which  were  then  or 
aie  now  in  operation. 

"I  think  it  was  about  as  complete  an  investiga- 
tion of  incineration  as  was  ever  carried  out.  Fol- 
lowing this  investigation  and  repcit,  Colonel 
Sprague  awarded  the  contract  for  the  erection  of 
an  incinerator." 
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And  the  report  says: 

"There  is  no  question  but  what  the  incinerator 
process  is  far  more  sanitary  than  the  reduction 
process.  That  can  be  seen  by  visiting  the  plants. 
From  the  standpoint  of  cost  the  incinerator  is  far 
cheaper  than  the  reduction  process.  As  I  said 
before,  if  an  incinerator  is  properly  designed  and 
operated  it  does  not  create  a  nuisance.  There  is 
an  incinerator  out  in  Evanston  and  1  doubt  if  very 
many  of  the  people  in  Evanston  know  it  is  there. 
1  visited  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.  about  one  block  away 
from  it  and  I  asked  the  secretary  if  he  ever  got 
any  bad  odors  fiom  that  plant,  and  he  looked  out 
the  window  and  wanted  to  know  where  it  was." 

I  was  also  interested,  as  a  part  of  the  study  I 
was  making,  to  note  that  in  the  city  of  San  Fran- 
cisco the  supervisors  "on  account  of  their  inability 
to  settle  the  garbage  disposal  question,  asked  the 
voters  at  the  election  of  November  5,  1929,  for  an 
expression  of  opinion  on  four  matters  of  policy, 
viz.: 

"1.  Shall  garbage  be  disposed  of  by  incinera- 
tion? 

"2.  Shall  the  city  establish  a  municipally 
owned  and  operated  system  for  the  collection  of 


"3.  Shall  the  city  establish  a  municipally 
owned  and  operated  system  for  the  disposal  of 
garbage? 

"4.  Shall  the  city  enter  into  an  agreement  with 
a  private  individual  or  corporation,  whereby  said 
individual  will  agree  to  build  an  incinerator  and  to 
operate  same  with  the  understanding  that  the  city 
acquire  said  incinerator  upon  such  conditions  as 
may  be  agreed  upon?  " 

The  vote  on  those  several  propositions  is  shown 
in  the  pamphlet  handed  me,  which  sets  forth  the 
tact  that  all  the  propositions  except  the  first. 
No.  1,  were  defeated.  At  the  election  of  Novem- 
ber 5,  1929,  the  voters  adopted  No.  1— "Shall 
'garbage  be  disposed  of  by  incineration?"  by  a 
vote  of  42,570  to  33,291,  San  Francisco  thereby 
following  the  rest  of  the  modern  world  and  in- 
stalling incinerators.  I  do  not  wish  to  take  the 
time  to  read  all  these  letters,  but  I  would  like  to 
have  them  spread  on  the  record.  First  are  the 
letters  which  1  have  marked  No.  I,  which  are  the 
responses  from  the  cities  which  have  as  yet  no  in- 
cinerators,— including  Columbus,  Ohio;  Detroit, 
Indianapolis,  Saint  Paul,  Seattle  and  the  District 
of  Columbia. 

■  The  letters  here  referred  to  by  Coun.  Wilson  as 
the  No.  1  list  are  as  follows: 

Columbus,  Ohio,  August  10,  1931. 
Boston  City  Council,  Boston,  Mass. 

Attention  Mr.  R.  G.  Wilson,  Jr. 
Dear  Sir, — Your  letter  of  August  8th,  re  garbage 
incinerators  received. 

Advise  that  the  city  of  Columbus  has  no  in- 
cinerators at  this  time.  All  garbage  is  disposed 
of  by  a  cooking  method  in  one  large  garbage  dis- 
posal plant,  located  about  one  mile  from  city 
limits.  All  by-products  are  sold  to  the  highest 
bidder. 

Our  city  council  has  talked  incinerators  for  the 
past  two  or  three  years,  but  as  no  money  is  avail- 
able at  this  time,  nothing  has  been  done.  Their 
intention  is  to  install  an  incinerator  in  each  section 
of  the  city,  thereby  eliminating  long  hauls. 
Very  truly  yours, 

R.  S.  McPeak, 
Deputy  Director  of  Public  Service. 
P.   S.     We   use   dumps   to  dispose   of   rubbish. 
The  last  paragraph  above  also  applies  to  rubbish. 

Department  of  Public  Works, 

Detroit,  June  24,  1931. 
Mr.  Robert  Gardiner  Wilson,  Jr.,  Boston  City 
Council,  Boston,  Mass. 
Dear  Sir, — We  have  your  letter  of  June  19  and 
wish  to  advise  that  all  garbage  in  the  City  of 
Detriot  is  disposed  of  by  reduction.  Ashes, 
rubbish,  etc.  are  hauled  to  dumps. 

For  some  time  past  the  City  of  Detriot  has  been 
considering  construction  of  incinerators  for  both 
garbage  and  rubbish,  but  to  date  nothing  definite 
has  been  decided  upon. 

Yours  truly, 
Department  op  Public  Works, 

Joseph  E.  Mills, 

Commissioner. 
by  L.  H.  Ecbxin, 

Secretary. 


Board  of  Sanitary  Commissioners, 

Indianapolis,  lnd.,  August  25,  1931. 
Boston  City  Council,  Council  Chamber,  Boston, 
Mass. 
Gentlemen, — Your   letter   inquiring    about    the 
installation  of  incinerator  plants  has  been  referred 
to  us. 

We    do    not    have    the    incinerator    system    in 
Indianapolis;  we  operate  a  garbage  reduction  plant. 
If  there  is  any  further  information  you  desire, 
we  will  be  glad  to  furnish  it. 

Very  truly  yours. 
Board  of  Samtaky  Commissioners. 


Boston  City  Council, 
Boston,  June  19,  1931. 
Public  Works  Department,  Newark,  N.  J. 

Dear  Sirs, — As  a  member  of  the  Boston  City 
Council  at  present  interested  in  the  possible  in- 
stallation of  incineratoi  plants  in  this  city,  I 
should  like  to  ascertain  whether  or  not  you  have 
taken  any  steps  along  that  line  in  your  munici- 
pality. If  so,  I  would  more  than  appreciate  your 
advices  as  to  the  following: 

(a)  Number  of  incinerator  plants  in  your  city. 
—  None. 

(b)  Date  of  construction. 

(c)  Cost  of  each. 

(d)  Type  of  each  incinerator. 

(e)  Whether  same  have  proved  satisfactory. 

(f)  Whethei  or  not  any  part  of  your  garbage 
and  rubbish  is  now  disposed  of  otherwise  than  by 
incineration.— All  garbage  fed  to  hogs.  Ashes  and 
rubbish  used  for  fill  on  lowlands. 

Yours  very  truly, 
R.  G.  Wilson,  Jr., 
A.  L.  Swain,  Chief  Clerk, 
Department  of  Public  Affairs. 
Newark,  N.  J. 

Department  of  Public  Works, 

Saint  Paul,  August  10,  1931. 
Mr.  Robert  Gardiner  Wilson,  Jr.,  Boston  City 
Council. 
Dear  Sir, — I  have  your  letter  of  the  8th  rnst. , 
with  reference  to  the  installation  of  incinerator 
plants  by  your  city.  Beg  to  advise  that  the  City 
of  St.  Payl  have  no  incinerator  plants  at  the 
present  time  and  garbage  collected  by  city  em- 
ployees is  disposed  of  to  stock  feeding  farms . 
Some  of  the  garbage  routes  are  covered  by  farmer 
collectors  who  of  course  dispose  of  the  garbage  at 
their  own  farms. 

Yours  very  truly, 

Milton  Rosen, 
Commissioner  of  Public  Works. 


Department  of  Health  and  Sanitation, 

Seattle.  Wash.,  August  14,  1931. 
R.  G.  Wilson,  Jr.,  Boston  City  Council,  Boston, 
Mass. 
Dear  Sir, — Your  letter  relative  to  the  incinera- 
tion of  garbage  in  Seattle  has  been  received. 

We  have  had  considerable  experience  with  in- 
cineration plants  in  this  city.  Three  of  them 
have  been  built,  all  of  the  "Meldrum"  type,  one 
in  1908,  one  in  1912,  and  one  in  1913,  at  a  cost  of 
approximately  $65,000  apiece.  Each  was  capable 
of  burning  65  tons  of  mixed  waste  in  24  hours. 
They  were  very  efficient  but  very  expensive,  and 
all  were  abandoned  many  years  ago.  All  garbage 
and  rubbish  is  now  disposed  of  by  means  of  the 
sanitary  fill. 

Hoping  to  have  been  of  service  to  you,  I  am, 
Yours  very  respectfully, 

E.    T.    H.ANLEY,    M.    D., 
Commissioner  of  Health. 


Engineer  Department, 
District  of  Columbia,  June  25,  1931. 
Mr.  Robert  G.  Wilson,  Jr.,   Boston  City  Council, 
Boston,  Mass. 

Dear  Sir, — In  answer  to  your  questionnaire 
under  date  of  June  19th,  addressed  to  the  Public 
Works  Department,  please  be  advised  that  the 
City  of  Washington  has  no  incinerator  plants  in 
operation  at  the  present  time,  nor  has  any  experi- 
ence been  had  along  these  lines. 

We  are  contemplating  the  erection  of  two  plants 
in  the  next  year  or  so,  and  have  authority  for  their 
construction.  These  plants  will  be  for  the  destruc- 
tion of  all  combustible  material,  but  garbage  will 
not  be  handled  in  this  way.  We  have  a  garbage 
reduction  plant  at   Cherry  Hill,   Virginia,   which 
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will  continue  to  handle  garbage  for  a  good  many 
years  to  come.  Rubbish  (miscellaneous  refuse) 
has  in  the  past  been  disposed  of  by  salvage  and 
dumping. 

Very  truly  yours, 

Morris  Hacker, 
Supervisor,  City  Refuse. 

The  letters  which  I  have  marked  No.  II  are 
from  the  cities  that  are  gradually  changing  from 
reduction  to  incineration,  namely,  Baltimore, 
Maryland;  Chicago;  Los  Angeles,  California; 
New  Orleans,  Louisiana;  Pittsburgh,  Philadelphia, 
Pennsylvania;  Rochester,  New  York,  and  Toledo, 
Ohio. 

The  No.  II  letters  above  referred  to,  submitted 
by  Coun.  Wilson,  are  as  follows: 

II 

Department  of  Public  Works, 
Baltimore,  August  11,  1931. 
Hon.   Robert   Gardiner  Wilson,   Jr.,   Boston  City 
Council,  Boston,  Mass. 

Dear  Sir, — We  have  your  letter  of  August  7th, 
wherein  you  make  inquiry  regarding  the  con- 
struction and  operation  of  Incinerator  Plants  in 
Baltimore,  and  state  that  you  addressed  a  similar 
inquiry  to  us  in  June,  the  answer  to  which  evidently 
miscarried. 

On  June  19  you  addressed  us  in  this  connection 
and  on  June  23d,  we  answered  you  as  follows: 

"We  are  in  receipt  of  your  letter  of  June  19 
requesting  information  regarding  incinerator 
plants  in  Baltimore. 

We  operate  two  incinerating  plants  for  the 
destruction  of  rubbish  only,  garbage  being  disposed 
of  by  the  reduction  method  under  separate  con- 
tract. One  incinerator  plant,  having  a  capacity 
of  175  tons  per  24  hours,  was  constructed  in  1924, 
at  a  cost  of  $103,900  and  was  remodeled  in  1926 
at  an  additional  cost  of  $101,900.  The  second 
incinerator,  having  a  capacity  of  250  tons  per  24 
hours,  was  constructed  in  1927  at  a  cost  of  $225,000. 
Both  of  these  incinerators  are  of  the  Moore  Chain 
Grate  type. 

For  your  information,  we  would  suggest  that 
you  write  to  Mr.  F.  Stuart  Fitzpatrick,  Manager, 
Civic  Development  Department,  Chamber  of 
Commerce,  Washington,  D.  C,  for  a  copy  of 
"Refuse  Disposal  in  American  Cities,"  compiled 
April,  1931.  This  study  is  very  complete,  covering 
data  on  capacity  and  cost  of  construction  of  nearly 
600  incinerator  plants  and  data  on  cost  of  operation 
of  such  plants  in  nearly  150  cities.  In  addition, 
there  is  a  selected  bibliography  on  the  collection 
and  disposal  of  garbage  and  other  wastes." 

From  the  above,  we  note  that  your  most  recent 
inquiry  regarding  the  satisfaction  which  we  have 
had  with  our  incinerator  plants,  is  not  answered; 
generally,  we  can  say  that  the  operation  of  the 
plants  has  been  satisfactory,  although  they  have 
become  heavily  overloaded  and  this  fact,  together 
with  a  failure  to  restrict  the  collection  of  refuse  to 
what  should  be  considered  household  rubbish,  has 
at  times  led  to  conditions  that  are  far  from  satis- 
factory, particularly  during  rainy  weather. 

We  are  hopeful  that   the  above   will  prove   of 
assistance  to  you,  and  assure  you  of  our  readiness 
to    give    you   any    further    information    we    have 
available  if  you  let  us  know  your  wishes. 
Yours  very  truly, 

Leon  Small, 
Acting  Mechanical  Electrical  Engineer. 

Department  of  Public  Works, 

Chicago,  June  23,  1931. 
Mr.  R.  G.  Wilson,  Jr.,  Boston  City  Council,  Boston, 
Mass. 

Dear  Sir, — Replying  to  your  letter  of  June  19th, 
would  say  that  Chicago  has  one  600  ton  Superior 
Incinerator  constructed  three  years  ago  at  a  total 
cost  of  $900,000.  It  is  composed  of  three  bat- 
teries with  three  stacks.  Each  battery  is  com- 
posed of  two  furnaces  and  four  sections  of  the 
mutual  assistance  type.  Garbage  is  dumped  into 
pit  and  charged  on  top  of  furnaces  by  crane. 

I  attach  a  copy  of  article  written  by  the  City 
Engineer. 

The  present  installation  has  proven  satisfactory 
with  a  few  changes.  In  outlying  districts  where 
the  haul  would  be  too  long  we  are  disposing  of 
waste  of  mixed  nature  by  railroad  cars.  Material 
is  hauled  to  siding  and  loaded  on  railroad  cars  by 
crane.     This  is  dumped  outside  of  city.     Ashes 


and  rubbish  not  combustible  is  dumped  on  low 
ground  and  swamps  or  old  clay  or  quarry  holes. 
Very  truly  yours, 

Joseph  J.  Bdtler, 
Superintendent  of  Streets. 

Department  of  Public  Works, 

Chicago,  August  12,  1931. 
Mr.    Robert    Gardiner   Wilson,    Jr.,    Boston    City 
Council,  Boston,  Mass. 

Dear  Sir, — Your  letter  of  August  7  was  the 
first  received  by  the  Department  of  Public  Works 
and  has  been  forwarded  to  the  Bureau  of  Streets 
for  attention. 

Chicago  has  only  one  incinerator  which  was 
constructed  by  contract  in  June,  1928,  by  the 
Superior  Incinerator  Company  of  Austin,  Texas, 
at  a  cost  of  $788,000  which  included  building 
and  furnaces  only.  Since  then,  paving,  offices, 
scales,  work  rooms  and  ash  handling  equipment, 
together  with  property  value  would  make  the 
total  investment  approximately,  $1,000,000. 

This  type  consists  of  six  4-cell  furnaces  in  pairs, 
each  pair  having  a  common  combustion  chamber 
and  stack.  Each  furnace  has  an  individual  pre- 
heater  and  blower.  Each  furnace  has  30  square 
feet  of  grate  surface,  and  15  square  feet  of  drying 
hearth  for  each  ton  of  refuse  burned  per  hour. 

It  is  a  mutual  assistance  type  and  has  a  capacity 
of  600  tons  per  day  of  24  hours  burning  refuse 
comprised  of  65  per  cent  garbage  and  35  per  cent 
dry  combustible  material. 

Temperature  in  combustion  chamber  ranges 
between  1,200  and  1,400  degrees  Fahrenheit. 

It  has  proven  satisfactory  and  due  to  the  long 
haul  from  all  parts  of  the  city  we  are  forced  to 
load  waste  on  railroad  cars  and  haul  outside  of 
the  city  from  outlying  wards.  Incineration  is 
cheaper  and  better  for  Chicago. 
Very  truly  yours, 

Joseph  J.  Butler, 
Superintendent  of  Streets. 

Board  of  Public  Works, 
Los  Angeles,  August  4,  1931. 
Mr.  Robt.  G.  Wilson,  Jr.,  Boston  City  Council, 
Boston,  Mass. 
Dear   Sir, — In  response  to  your  form  letter  of 
recent    date    requesting     information    relative    to 
the   operation   of   the  incinerator  in   the   City   of 
Los  Angeles,  I  beg  to  advise  as  follows: 

The  City  of  Los  Angeles  now  have  in  opera- 
tion a  Nye  Odorless  Crematory,  the  erection  of 
which  was  completed  in  August,  1927.  The 
plant  consists  of  eight  units  of  fifty  tons  capacity 
each,  in  each  twelve  hour  period.  The  total  cost 
of  erection  of  said  plant  was  $370,000. 

The  City  of  Los  Angeles  uses  said  incinerator 
only  for  the  purpose  of  destroying  rubbish  and  a 
small  quantity  of  market  refuse,  as  it  is  our  prac- 
tice to  make  a  separate  collection  of  all  garbage, 
which  is  sold  to  the  Fontana  Farms  Company, 
where  it  is  fed  to  hogs.  The  cost  of  operation  of 
the  plant  has  been  in  excess  of  that  which  we 
anticipated,  and  I  would  state  that  the  particular 
type  which  was  furnished  to  us  is  not  the  most 
satisfactory. 

Cordially  yours, 

Arthur  Eldridge, 
Commissioner  of  Public  Works. 


Department  of  Public  Property, 
New    Orleans,    La.,    June   25,    1931. 
Mr.    Robert    Gardiner    Wilson,  Jr.,  Boston  City 
Council,  Boston,  Mass. 
Dear  Mr.  Wilson, — Keceipt  is  acknowledged  of 
your  letter  of  June  18th,  in  which  you  ask  replies 
to  various  questions  concerning  garbage  incinerator 
plants  in  this  City,     Answers  to  your  questions  in 
the  order  given  are  as  follows: 
(a.)     5. 

(b)  One  1916,  Two  1922,  3-4-5,  1928-1929. 

(c)  1,  $34,000,  2,  $138,000,  3-4-5,  $643,000. 

(d)  One  and  two  Decarie,  3-4-5  Sterling. 

(e)  Yes. 

(f)  Last  year  about  18  per  cent  was  dumped. 
Copy  of  the  Annual  Report  of  this  Division  for 

1930  giving  further  information  is  being  forwarded 
under  separate  cover. 

Yours  very  truly, 

C.  Schneider, 
Mechanical  Engineer. 
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Department  of  Public  Health, 
Pittsburgh,  Pa.,  August  12th,   1931. 
Mr.  R.  G.  Wilson,  Jr.,  Member  of  Council,  Boston, 
Mass. 
Dear  Mr.  Wilson, — Your  letter  of  August  8th, 
addressed  to  the  Public  Works  Department  of  this 
City,  referable  to  incinerators,  has  been  referred  to 
this  Department  for  reply  in  view  of  the  fact  that 
the  rubbish  and  garbage  collection  in  the  City  of 
Pittsburgh   comes   under   the  jurisdiction   of   the 
Department  of  Public  Health. 

The  rubbish  and  garbage  collection  and  disposal 
system  in  this  City  is  done  under  the  one  year 
contract  system,  the  City  paying  a  net  price  per 
ton  for  collection,  removal  and  disposal;  and  the 
question  of  incineration  is  completely  under  the 
control  of  the  contiactor. 

All  the  information  desiied  in  your  letter  we  are 
unable  to  give — such  as  date  of  construction  and 
cost.  This  may  be  gathered  by  writing  direct  to 
the  contractor,  the  American  Reduction  Company, 
1942  Forbes  Street,  Pittsburgh,  Pa. 

The  garbage  disposal  is  by  the  reduction  system; 
the  rubbish  disposal  is  through  two  incinerating 
plants,  not  of  a  modern  type  but  proving  fairly 
satisfactory. 

Very  truly  yours, 

Fred  E.  Obley, 

Chief  Clerk. 

Department  of  Public  Works, 
Philadelphia,  June  23,  1931. 
Mr.    R.    G.    Wilson,    Jr.,    Boston   City   Council, 
Boston,  Mass. 
Dear  Sir, — In  reply  to  your  questionnaire  the 
following  information  is  furnished  by  the  Bureau 
of  Street  Cleaning,  Philadelphia. 

(2)  Two  incinerators — one  known  as  Harrow- 
gate  and  one  known  as  Bartram. 

(b)  Harrowgate  was  built  in  1923.  Bartram 
was  built  in  1927. 

(c)  The  Harrowgate  Incinerator  cost  $495,000; 
the  Bartram  Incinerator  cost  $415,000. 

(d)  The  Harrowgate  Plant  is  a  Sterling  Incin- 
erator of  280  tons  capacity,  built  by  Bartlett  & 
Snow  Co.,  Cleveland,  capable  of  burning  65  per 
cent  garbage  and  35  per  cent  rubbish  without 
additional  fuel. 

The  Bartram  Plant  is  a  Decarie  Incinerator 
built  by  Decarie  Incinerator  Co.,  of  New  York, 
of  200  tons  capacity,  capable  of  burning  50  per 
cent  garbage  and  50  per  cent  rubbish  without 
additional  fuel. 

(e)  Both  incinerators  have  proven  satisfactory. 

(f)  Garbage  is  disposed  of  as  follows:  Incin- 
erator 6.5  per  cent — Reduction  45  per  cent — Farms 
beyond  with  limits  48.5  per  cent. 

Rubbish  is  disposed  of  as  follows — Incinerator 
20  per  cent — Dumps  80  per  cent. 

Hoping  this  information  may  be  of  use  to  you, 
I  am, 

Very  truly  yours, 

A.  M.  Soby, 
Chief  of  Bureau. 


Department  of  Public  Works, 
Rochester,  N.  Y.,  June  19,  1931. 
Mr.  R.  G.  Wilson,  Jr.,  Council  Chamber,  Boston, 
Mass. 

Dear  Sir, — Your  letter  of  June  18th,  addressed 
to  the  Public  Works  Department,  has  come  to  my 
attention,  and  for  your  information  the  City  of 
Rochester  operates  a  Cobwell  Garbage  Reduction 
Plant  with  180  tons  capacity  per  day.  This 
plant  is  located  at  the  geographical  center  of  the 
City  on  the  river  flats  and  cost  approximately 
$750,000,  and  operates  without  nuisance. 

Adjacent  to  the  Garbage  Plant  is  a  DeCarie 
Incinerator,  which  has  been  in  operation  for 
approximately  fifteen  to  eighteen  years.  In  this 
Incinerator  Plant  we  dispose  of  approximately 
eighty  tons  of  rubbish  per  day,  and  the  heat  from 
burning  rubbish  generates  steam  which  is  used  in 
the  Garbage  Reduction  Plant.  Both  the  Cobwell 
Reduction  Plant  and  the  DeCarie  Incinerator 
have  operated  satisfactorily,  although  our  cost  of 
disposal  is  high,  due  to  process  employed  and  the 
fact  that  the  waste  products  must  be  disposed  of 
without  nuisance. 

We  are  contemplating  at  the  present  time  an 
addition  to  our  Incinerator  Plant,  which  will  cost 
approximately  $250,000. 

If  you  care  for  detailed  information  on  the 
Rochester  method  of  disposal,  I  would  suggest 
your  talking  with  Mr.  Harrison  P.  Eddy,  Jr.,  of 
the  firm  of  Metcalf  &  Eddy,  1300  Statler  Building, 


Boston,  who  is  quite  familiar  with  conditions  in 
Rochester  and  who  has  a  fund  of  valuable  informa- 
tion on  this  subject. 

Very  truly  yours, 

Harold  W.  Baker, 
Commissioner  of  Public  Works. 

Department  of  Public  Works, 
Rochester,  N.  Y..  August  10,  1931. 
Mr.  Robert  G.  Wilson,  Jr.,  Boston  City  Council, 
Boston,  Mass. 
Dear  Mr.   Wilson, — In  reply  to  your  letter  of 
August  8th,  on  the  subject  of  incinerator  plants. 

The  City  of  Rochester  operates  a  Decarrie 
Incinerator  Plant  built  in  1911  and  added  to  in 
1916,  which  is  a  steel  jacketed  type  of  incinerator 
This  incinerator  has  a  capacity  of  100  pounds  of 
rubbish  per  day  and  is  only  used  for  rubbish  dis- 
posal, all  garbage  being  handled  by  a  Cobbell 
reduction  plant  adjacent  to  the  incinerator. 

The  garbage  reduction  plant  was  constructed 
in  1922,  at  a  cost  of  $750,000  and  disposes  of  35,000 
tons  of  garbage  per  year. 

I  am  not  gi\  ing  costs  of  the  incinerator,  because 
it  was  built  quite  a  few  years  ago  and  is  more  or 
less  obsolete  at  the  present  time,  although  still 
operating.  Our  Decarrie  incinerator  has  proved 
quite  satisfactory,  and  a  modern  plant  of  this  type 
disposing  of  both  garbage  and  rubbish  may  be 
seen  at  Providence.  Rhode  Island,  where  Mr. 
Waterman,  Commissioner  of  Public  Works,  will 
be  glad  to  show  you  the  plant. 

Very  truly  yours. 
Harold  W.  Baker. 
Commissioner  of  Public  Works. 

Boston  City  Council, 

Boston.  June  19,  1931. 
Public  Works  Department,  St.  Louis,  Mo. 

Dear  Sirs, — As  a  member  of  the  Boston  City 
Council  at  present  interested  in  the  possible  instal- 
lation of  incinerator  plants  in  this  City.  I  should 
like  to  ascertain  whether  or  not  you  have  taken 
any  steps  along  that  line  in  your  municipality. 
Il  so,  I  would  more  than  appreciate  your  advices 
as  to  the  following: 

(a)  Number  of  incinerator  plants  in  your  City. 
— One. 

(b)  Date  of  construction. 

(,(  )     Cost  of  each. — About  $75,000. 
(d)     Type  of  each  incinerator, 
(ej     Whether  same  have  proved  satisfactory. — 
No. 

(f)  Whether  or  not  any  part  of  your  garbage 
and  rubbish  is  now  disposed  of  otherwise  than  by 
incineration. — Fed  to  hogs. 

Yours  very  truly. 

R.  G.  Wilso.v,  Jr. 

Department  of  Public  Service, 

Toledo,  August  IS,  1931. 
Mr.  R.  G.  Wilson,  Jr.,  Councilor,  Boston.  Mass. 

Dear  Sir, — Replying  to  your  inquiry  of  August 
8th  relative  to  incinerators;  would  advise  that  this 
city  lias  two,  both  in  operation,  one  Decarie  type 
and  one  Sterling  type.  One  was  put  in  operation 
December  1,  1927,  and  the  other,  April  1.  lie's. 

Number  one  incinerator,  or  Sterling  type,  cost 
of  land,  $19,019.85;  building  and  equipment. 
$123,900;  interest  on  bonds,  4}  per  cent,  bonds 
running  for  twenty  years. 

Incinerator  number  two,  Decarie  type,  cost  of 
land,  $10,605;  building  and  equipment.  $108,100: 
interest  on  bonds,  4J  per  cent,  bonds  to  run  twenty 
years. 

Both  types  have  performed  satisfactory  and  are 
located  in  close  proximity  to  residences.  Up-to- 
date  we  have  not  received  a  single  complaint 
regarding  bad  odors  or  otherwise. 

We  use  coal  for  fuel  and  are  burning  our  garbage 
for  $2.53  per  ton  or  less  than  $6  per  ton  for  both 
collection  and  incineration. 

Garbage  from  large  restaurants  and  hotels  in 
the  congested  districts  is  collected  by  three  differ- 
ent farmers  for  feeding  hogs.  The  balance  is 
collected  by  this  department. 

I  am  sending  you  a  set  of  rules  governing  the 
handling  and  collecting  which  may  be  of  use  to 
you. 

Yours  truly, 
J.  E.  Kelley,  Chief  Clerk, 

Division  of  Streets. 

Coun.  WILSON— The  letters  which  I  have 
marked  No.  Ill  are  from  cities  which  long  since 
have  passed  from  the  antique  method  of  reduc- 
tion to  modern  incineration,  namely,  Buffalo,  New 
York;    Cincinnati,  Ohio;    Houston,  Texas;    Law- 
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rence,  Mass.;  Memphis,  Tennessee;  Milwaukee, 
Wisconsin;  Minneapolis,  Minnesota;  the  great 
city  of  New  York,  the  city  of  Louisville,  Kentucky; 
of  Providence,  Rhode  Island,  and  the  city  of  San 
Francisco. 

The  No.  Ill  letters  here  referred  to  by  Coun. 
Wilson  are  as  follows: 

III. 

Department  of  Public  Works, 

Buffalo,  July  8,  1931. 
Councilman  Robt.  G.  Wilson,  Jr.,  Council  Cham- 
ber, Boston,  Mass. 
Dear  Sir, — Replying  to  your  letter  of  June  19th 
this  is  to  advise  that 

(a)  There  is  one  incinerator  plant  in  the  city 
of  Buffalo. 

(b)  Operation  started  January  7,  1927. 

(c)  Cost— $581,602.75. 

(d)  Heenan  Type  of  five  4-cell  furnaces. 

(e)  No  part  of  garbage  and  rubbish  is  now  dis- 
posed of  otherwise  than  by  incineration,  except 
that  we  have  reclaimed  from  refuse  on  a  scale 
which  has  been  limited  on  account  of  the  poor 
market  for  salvaged  material.  When  favorable 
circumstances  warrant  additional  reclamation 
work,  we  may  expand  activities  along  this  line. 

Very  truly  yours, 

Edward  J.  Werner, 
Director  of  Streets. 

Department  of  Public  Works, 

Cincinnati,  June  23,  1931. 
Hon.   R.   G.   Wilson,   Jr.,   Boston   City   Council, 
Boston,  Mass. 
Dear  Sir, — Replying  to  your  inquiry  of  June  19th 
in  reference  to  incinerator  for  the  City  of  Cincin- 
nati, I  am  answering  your  questions  in  order: 

(a)  3  Incinerators;  1  300-ton  plant,  and  2 
100-ton  plants. 

(b)  300-ton  plant  constructed  in  June,  1930; 
2    100-ton  plants,  June  1,  1931. 

(c)  300-ton  plant— $251,000  (which  includes 
the  cost  of  a  2-boiler  steam  generating  plant); 
2  100-ton  plants,  $139,374. 

(d)  300-ton  plant  built  by  The  Superior  Incin- 
erator Company  of  Dallas,  Texas;  2  100-ton  plants 
built  by  the  Pittsburgh-Des  Moines  Steel  Com- 
pany, Pittsburgh,  Pa. 

(e)  Each  has  proven  satisfactory. 

(f)  All  combustible  wastes  are  incinerated; 
non-combustible  wastes  are  disposed  of  at  dumps. 

For  your  information  I  am  enclosing  a  copy  of 
the  City  Manager's  official  notice  to  residents, 
which  covers  a  summary  of  the  Waste  Collection 
rules  and  regulations. 

Yours  very  truly. 

J.  E.  Root, 
Director. 

Houston,  Tex.,  August  13th,  1931. 
Mr.    R.    G.    Wilson,    Jr.,    Boston    City    Council, 
Boston,  Mass. 

Dear  Sir, — Your  letter  of  August  8th,  addressed 
to  Public  Works  Department,  City  of  Houston,  has 
been  passed  along  to  me  for  reply. 

We  are  now  operating  in  the  City  of  Houston 
six  incinerators.  A  description  of  which  you  will 
note  below: 

In  1916  we  built  a  Stokes  Incinerator  of  25-ton 
capacity  at  a  cost  of  $8,000. 

In  1921  two  Superior  Stokes  incinerators  of 
40-ton  capacity  each  at  a  cost  of  $53,000  for  both. 

In  1923  a  Superior  Stokes  incinerator  of  40-ton 
capacity  at  a  cost  of  $19,000. 

In  1925  two  Superior  Stokes  of  80-ton  capacity 
each  at  a  cost  of  $137,600  for  both. 

When  the  city  annexed  Magnolia  Park,  we  took 
over  a  small  Stokes  incinerator  of  15-ton  capacity 
at  a  price  of  $17,500. 

In  1929  we  built  a  Nye  Odorless  Incinerator  now 
burning  100  tons  per  day  at  a  cost  of  $60,000. 

We  have  enlarged  the  first  Superior  incinerator 
built  in  1916  to  an  increased  capacity  of  50-tons 
per  day.  We  have  also  enlarged  the  15-ton  in- 
cinerator purchased  from  Magnolia  Park  to  30-tons; 
which  gives  our  total  incinerator  capacity,  at  the 
present  time,  500-tons  per  day.  As  you  will  note, 
the  Stokes  incinerators  have  been  built  a  few  years 
back  and  do  not  measure  up  to  the  type  that  they 
are  putting  on  the  market  at  this  time,  however, 
we  get  very  fair  results  from  them.  The  Nye 
Odorless  is  a  more  recent  type  of  incinerator  and 
has  all  the  new  improvements  and  operates  very 
satisfactorily. 

All  of  our  garbage  and  rubbish  is  disposed  of  by 
incineration.     Automobile  fenders,  big  metals  and 


tin  cans,  which  are  not  combustible,  are  deposited 
on  several  dumps  we  have  in  the  city. 

Trusting  that  this  information  will  serve  the 
purpose,  I  wish  to  remain. 

Yours  very  truly, 
Ed.  J.  Ryan,  Superintendent. 
Garbage  and  Scavanger  Departments. 

Health  Department, 
Lawrence,  Mass.,  July  22,  1931. 
Councilman  Robert  G.  Wilson,  Jr.,  Boston,  Mass. 

Dear  Sir, — In  reply  to  your  communication  of 
the  18th  instant,  I  am  sending  you  the  following 
information   pertaining  to   our  Incinerator  plant: 

There  is  one  Incinerator  plant  in  Lawrence 
operated  by  the  Sanitation  Division  of  the  Health 
Department. 

The  Incinerator  was  constructed  September, 
1925.  The  cost  of  this  Incinerator  was  $111,000. 
It  has  a  capacity  of  seventy  tons  during  a  period 
of  twenty-four  hours.  It  is  a  DeCarie  type 
and  the  headquarters  of  the  concern  is  in  New 
York  City.  At  the  present  time  the  Incinerator 
is  consuming  thirty-two  tons  of  rubbish  and 
garbage  in  a  period  of  eight  hours.  There  have 
been  no  repairs  on  the  Incinerator  since  the  com- 
pletion of  same  in  1925.  The  Superintendent  of 
the  Incinerator  has  stated  that  it  has  proven 
satisfactory. 

The  Incinerator  is  located  in  the  eastern  section 
of  the  city  off  Marston  Street  near  the  bank  of 
the  Merrimack  River  and  is  far  removed  from 
residential  property.  It  is  operated  from  the 
middle  of  May  until  the  middle  of  October  and 
an  appropriation  of  $9,000  is  made  by  the  Govern- 
ment for  the  operation  of  same  during  that  period. 

All  combustible  garbage  and  rubbish  is  disposed 
of  by  incineration.  When  the  Incinerator  is 
shut  down,  rubbish  and  garbage  are  dumped  in 
vacant  lots  in  the  outlying  sections  of  the  city. 

Trusting  that  this  information  complies  with 
your  request,  I  am 

,  Very  truly  yours, 

David  J.  Bruce, 
Superintendent  of  Sanitation. 

Commission  Government, 
Memphis,  Tenn.,  August  12,  1931. 
Mr.  Robert  G.  Wilson,  Jr.,  Member  City  Council, 
Boston. 

Dear  Sir, — Replying  to  your  inquiry  of  the  8th, 
we  gladly  supply  the  following  information. 

Answer  to  (a)  number  of  incinerators;  (b)  date 
of  construction;  (c)  cost  of  each;  (d)  type  of 
incinerator: 

Sparks  low  temperature  type.  Built  in  1910  at 
a  cost  of  $15,000  with  a  capacity  of  50  tons  in 
24  hours. 

Sparks  low  temperature  type.  Built  in  1912  at 
a  cost  of  $24,000  with  a  capacity  of  50  tons  in 
24  hours. 

Sparks  low  temperature  type.  Built  in  1927  at 
a  cost  of  $54,000  with  a  capacity  of  80  tons  in 
10  hours. 

Answer  to  (e)  have  same  proved  satisfactory. 
—Yes. 

Answer  to  (f)  whether  or  not  any  part  of  garbage 
and  rubbish  is  now  disposed  of  otherwise  than  by 
incineration.  All  garbage  is  incinerated.  Ashes 
and  noncombustible  refuse  is  disposed  of  by 
dumping  on  low  lands. 

Should    you    desire    any    further    information 
regarding    the    system     of    garbage    disposal    in 
Memphis,  we  will  be  glad  to  furnish  it. 
Yours  very  truly, 
O.  I.  Kruger, 

Commissioner  of  Streets,  Bridges  and  Sewers. 

Department  of  Public  Works, 
City  of  Milwaukee,  July  11,  1931. 
Mr.    Robert   Gardiner   Wilson,    Jr.,    Boston    City 
Council,  Boston,  Mass. 
Dear   Sir, — Your   letter   of   June   18,    1931,   re- 
ceived. 

(a)  Number  of  incinerator  plants  in  Milr 
waukee. — One. 

(b)  Date  of  construction — First  unit  1910, 
having  four  furnaces  and  two  large  boilers.  Cost 
$209,864.18.  A  new  unit  is  finished  and  ready 
for    testing.     Cost    $219,487.34. 

(d)  Type  of  incinerator.  First  unit — Heenan 
&  Proede.  Will  make  official  test  of  new  "Goder" 
incinerator  next  week  (2nd  unit). 

All  garbage  is  disposed  of  in  our  incinerator 
plant;  is  collected  once  a  week  in  residence  dis- 
tricts and  twice  a  week  in  business  districts.  Old 
oil  collected  from  garages  and  ashes  are  used  to 
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mix  with  the  garbage.  Some  rubbish  is  disposed 
of  in  the  incinerator  but  most  of  it  goes  to  the 
city  dumps. 

Any  further  information  you  may  desire  will  be 
cheerfully  forwarded. 

Yours  truly, 

David  McKeith, 
Commissioner  of  Public  Works. 

Engineer's  Department, 
Minneapolis,  August  19th,  1931. 
Mr.    R.    G.    Wilson,    Jr.,    Boston    City    Council, 
Boston,  Maes.  „ 

Dear  Sir, — Replying  to  your  inquiry  of  August 
8th,  in  regard  to  incinerator  plants,  I  respectfully 
submit  the  following: 

(a)  Number  of  incinerator  plants  in  your 
city. — One. 

(b)  Date  of  construction. — 1925-1929-1930. 

(c)  Cost  of  each.— $204,000. 

(d)  Type  of  each  incinerator. — Minneapolis 
high  temperatures. 

(e)  Whether  same  have  proved  satisfactory. — 
O.  K. 

(f)  Whether  or  not  any  part  of  your  garbage  or 
rubbish    is    now    disposed    of    otherwise    than    by 

^incineration. — None. 

Also  I  am  enclosing  data  on  operation  for  periods 
of  1925  to  1930,  inclusive,  which  may  be  of  interest 
to  you. 

Respectfully  yours, 

J.  C.  Vincent, 
Electrical  and  Mechanical  Engineer. 

Department    of  Sanitation, 

New  York,  June  22nd,  1931. 
Mr.   Robert  Gardiner   Wilson,   Jr.,   Boston   City 
Council,  Boston,  Mass. 

Dear  Sir, — Replying  to  yours  of  June  18th,  with 
reference  to  incinerating  plants  in  this  city,  advise 
as  follows: 

There  are  twenty  (20)  incinerating  plants  in 
New  York  City,  ranging  in  size  from  70  to  500  tons 
rated  capacity  in  twenty-four  hours.  The  cost  of 
construction  varies,  depending  upon  the  size  of 
the  plant,  up  to  a  maximum  of  $1,250,000  for  a 
500-ton  plant,  exclusing  the  cost  of  the  site. 

The  incinerators  are  of  four  different  types, 
namely:  (1)  Sterling;  (2)  Decarie;  (3)  Hiler;  (4) 
Nye. 

All  have  proved  satisfactory  in  operation.  The 
Hiler  and  Sterling  types  are  almost  identical. 
The  Decarie  type  has  water  tube  boilers  with  a 
double  grate.  The  Nye  plants  are  smaller,  and 
are  circular  in  shape  instead  of  oblong  like  the 
Decarie,  or  almost  square  like  the  Hiler  and 
Sterling  furnaces. 

Approximately  80  per  cent  of  the  garbage  and 
rubbish  collected  in  the  City  is  now  disposed  of 
through  incineration.  The  balance  of  20  per  cent 
is  taken  to  sea,  but  this  will  be  discontinued  as 
soon  as  we  have  a  sufficient  number  of  incinerators 
to  dispose  of  the  entire  daily  output  of  rubbish  and 
garbage,  which  amounts  to  approximately  4,500 
tons. 

Yours  very  trdly, 

Leonard  C.  L.  Smith, 

Engineer  Member, 
Department  of  Sanitation. 

Department  of  Public  Works, 
Louisville,  Ky.,  August  10,  1931. 
Mr.  R.  G.  Wilson,  Boston  City  Council,  Boston, 
Mass. 

Dear  Sir, — This  is  in  answer  to  your  letter  of 
August  8  in  regard  to  incinerators  operated  by 
this  city. 

This  city  with  a  population  of  about  325,000 
disposes  of  its  garbage  principally  by  incineration. 
A  small  amount  of  it  is  disposed  of  on  dumps  and 
covered  with  earth.  The  city  owns  two  incinera- 
tor plants  which  are  operated  by  the  Division  of 
Street  Cleaning  at  a  cost  of  $1.15  per  ton. 

The  larger  of  the  two  plants  was  put  in  operation 
in  June,  1927  with  a  capacity  of  100  tons  in  ten 
hours.  The  cost  of  this  plant  was  $174,752.21. 
The  other  plant  was  put  in  operation  about  a 
year  later  and  at  present  has  about  one-half  the 
capacity  of  the  larger  plant  at  a  cost  of  $133,378.54. 
This  plant  has  been  so  constructed  that  it  can  be 
expanded  to  the  capacity  of  the  larger  plant  by 
adding  additional  furnaces  only.  Both  plants  are 
of  the  Heenan  System. 

We  collect  no  commercial  waste  such  as  refuse 
from  restaurants,  hotels,  poultry  houses,  fish 
markets  and  packing  houses,   etc.     This  can  be 


hauled  to  the  incinerators  by  private  parties 
though  where  we  dispose  of  it  at  no  cost  to  the 
parties. 

We  are  very  well  satisfied  with  these  incinera- 
tors.    We    trust    that    the    above    information    is 
what  you  desire  but  if  any  additional  information 
is  wanted  we  will  be  glad  to  help  you. 
Yours  very  truly, 
Department  of  Public  Works, 

C.  B.  Matthews,  Clerk. 

Department  of  Public  Works, 
Providence,  R.  I.,  June  23,  1931. 
Mr.    R.    G.    Wilson,    Jr.,    Boston    City    Council, 
Boston,  Mass. 
Dear  Mr.  Wilson, — We  have  received  your  letter 
of    June     18    and    we    are    pleased    to    submit 
the     following     information    in     reply     to     your 
questionnaire. 

(a)  We  have  only  one  incinerator  plant  in  this 
city. 

(b)  It  was  constructed  in  the  summer  of  1927. 

(c)  It  was  constructed  at  a  cost  of  $352,500. 
An  additional  cost  of  $12,903.64  was  expended  for 
additional  piling. 

(d)  It  is  a  Decarie  Steel  Water  Jacket  type  of 
160  tons  capacity  per  twenty-four  hours. 

(e)  The  present  plant  has  proved  very  satis- 
factory and,  in  fact,  is  now  operating  at  a  40  per 
cent  overload.  We  are  contemplating  the  instal- 
lation  of   another   incinerator  plant. 

(f)  All  garbage  and  refuse  in  the  City  of 
Providence  is  disposed  of  by  the  incineration 
method. 

We  are  enclosing  a  copy  of  our  last  yearly 
report  and  if  we  can  be  of  further  service  to  you 
do  not  hesitate  to  call  upon  us. 

Yours  very  truly, 

Frank  E.  Waterman. 
Commissioner  of  Public  Works. 

Department  of  PubUc  Works, 
San  Francisco,  July  2,  1931. 
Request  for  Information  on  Garbage  Incineration. 
The  Honorable  The  Board  of  Public  Works,  City 
and  County  of  San  Francisco. 
Gentlemen, — I    return    herewith    Petition    No. 
68,087    of    the    Boston    City    Council    requesting 
information    in    regard    to    the    incineration    of 
garbage  in  San  Francisco. 

The  attached  article  gives  a  concise  history  of 
the  situation  in  San  Francisco,  and  will  answer  all 
the  petitioner's  questions. 

In  addition  thereto,  there  is  attached  a  proposal 
form  which  will  convey  to  your  petitioner  informa- 
tion concerning  the  situation  as  it  exists  at  the 
present  time  in  reference  to  incineration. 

There  is  no  other  method  for  the  disposal  of 
garbage  and  rubbish  at  the  present  time  than  by 
incineration  in  the  obsolete  Thackeray  Destructor 
built  in  1897. 

Respectfully, 
M.  M.  O'Shaughnessy, 

City  Engineer, 
by  C.  E.  Healt. 

Coun.  WILSON — I  understand — although,  of 
course,  I  did  not  have  the  time  or  the  faculties  to 
ask  each  of  the  larger  cities  of  America — that 
154  cities  in  the  United  States  today  have  taken 
up  and  installed  incinerating  plants  for  the  reduc- 
tion of  garbage.  I  have  introduced  these  orders, 
as  I  realize  that  I  shall  not  be  here  after  the  31st 
of  this  month,  and  trusting  that  the  present 
administration  in  its  two  years  remaining  will  at 
least  make  an  investigation  and  take  some  steps 
toward  the  introduction  of  incinerating  plants  in 
some  of  the  five  or  six  districts  of  this  city — for 
example,  perhaps  in  West  Roxbury  and  in  some 
other  section, — as  soon  as  it  reasonably  can  be 
done,  and  asking  this  concern  receiving  the  dis- 
posal contract  to  consider  such  a  change  in  the 
contract,  with  the  consent  of  both  parties,  as  will 
allow  the  present  disposal  districts  covered  by  the 
contract,  including  Dorchester,  to  get  in  line  and 
obtain  incineration.  I  know,  of  course,  that  we 
cannot  complete  eight  incinerators  in  a  year  and 
that  we  cannot  make  the  transfer  perhaps  in  two 
or  three  years,  but  I  hope  before  the  contract  is  at 
an  end  those  sections  not  included  in  the  contract 
and  some  that  are  can  see  this  modern  step  in 
advance  taken.  I  know  that  legally  we  cannot 
force  the  contractor  making  that  contract  to 
make  that  change,  but  if  he  is  now  doing  business 
in  Boston  and  is  looking  for  future  business,  as  I 
assume  that  he  is,  and  if  he  is  a  live  wire,  he  will 
probably  be  looking  beyond  the  next  ten  years, 
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as  a  practical  proposition,  and  will  play  along 
with  the  City  of  Boston,  making  reasonable  con- 
cessions, so  that  we  may  join  all  the  other  large 
cities  of  the  country,  in  introducing  this  modern 
improvement,  accepted  by  most  of  the  large  cities 
except  our  own. 

President  McGRATH — The  question  is  on  the 
passage  of  the  order. 

Coun.  COX — Mr.  President,  I  understand  that 
these  orders  are  all  along  the  line  of  investigation? 

President  McGRATH— Yes. 

The   order   was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 

Coun.  NORTON— Mr.  President,  I  would  ask 
unanimous  consent  to  make  a  statement. 

President  McGRATH — If  there  is  no  objection, 
the  gentleman  will  proceed. 

Coun.  NORTON— Mr.  President,  when  the  vote 
was  taken  on  this  contract  I  was  busy  on  the 
typewriter  trying  to  make  up  a  statement  showing 
why  I  was  opposed  to  the  contract.  I  will  not 
now  bother  the  body  with  a  detailed  statement. 
The  colleague  from  Dorchester  has  given  one  rea- 
son why  the  contract  should  not  be  awarded  to 
the  low  bidder.  I  shall  state  my  position  in  very 
few  words.  The  contract  for  the  last  twenty  years 
has  been  in  the  hands  of  one  group.  While  they 
apparently  operate  as  two  groups,  they  are  really 
one  group.  For  twenty  long  years  that  group  has 
controlled  from  start  to  finish  the  disposal  of  refuse 
and  garbage  in  the  City  of  Boston.  In  order  to 
bid  properly  under  the  specifications  you.  must 
have  a  dump,  and  you  cannot  receive  the  contract 
unless  you  do  have  a  dump  in  Boston,  because  the 
bidders  have  to  name  a  dump  in  the  City  of  Boston 
in  their  bids,  and  the  only  available  dumps  in  the 
City  of  Boston  are  one  on  the  Old  Colony  Boule- 
vard, and  the  other  in  the  East  Boston  section, 
on  Meridian  street.  There  were  five  bidders  on 
the  contract,  three  of  them  straw  bidders.  Those 
three  did  not  live  up  to  the  rules  of  the  contract, 
did  not  indicate  where  they  would  dump.  That 
shows  conclusively  that  the  control  of  the  dumps 
means  the  control  of  the  contract.  You  heard 
the  cross  examination  of  the  expert  engineers  who 
are  supposed  for  six  months  to  have  studied  this 
contract.  They  could  not  give  one  reason  why 
the  bond  should  be  increased  from  $100,000  to 
$200,000.  Some  bondsman  evidently  is  interested 
in  raising  the  price  of  the  bond.  Of  course,  he  gets 
a  double  fee.  Who  is  that  bondsman,  who  is  so 
much  interested  in  City  of  Boston  business? 
These  experts  and  engineers  could  not  designate 
one  reason  why  the  bond  should  be  increased  from 
$100,000  to  $200,000.  Yet  they  so  specified. 
Now,  colleagues,  there  is  no  reason  why  we  should 
go  into  a  ten-year  period  on  this  contract.  Who 
knows  what  will  be  brought  forth  in  the  next 
ten  years?  Wages  are  going  down,  the  cost  of 
commodities  are  going  down,  and  here  we  are 
paying  more  than  ever  for  70,000  less  people  to 
be  properly  handled  in  the  matter  of  disposing 
of  rubbish  and  garbage.  Who  knows  what  wages 
will  be  in  the  next  ten  years?  These  experts 
could  not  tell  us  one  thing  about  the  plant  on 
Spectacle  Island,  which  is  handled  by  this  one 
group,  could  not  tell  what  the  cost  of  it  was,  how 
much  had  been  written  off  in  the  last  ten  years, 
or  one  single  thing  about  the  immediate  problem. 
You  heard  from  the  able  colleague  from  Dorchester 
regarding  progress  in  the  disposal  of  garbage  and 
refuse  of  late,  and  the  way  in  which  incineration 
is  being  taken  up  by  many  of  our  largest  cities, 
but  how  much  information  did  you  obtain  from 
the  two  engineers  who  appeared  before  us,  who 
stated  that  they  had  studied  the  subject  for  the 
last  six  months?  Is  this  an  important  matter? 
The  Mayor  of  New  York  went  to  Europe  with  his 
Health  Commissioner,  and  stated  that  he  was 
going  for  one  reason — to  examine  the  new  German 
method  of  disposing  of  garbage.  The  representa- 
tives of  that  largest  city  in  the  world  are  interested 
in  this  matter  and  are  trying  to  arrive  at  the  best 
and  most  up-to-date  method.  But  here  we  have 
contracted  for  ten  years,  at  the  old  price,  to  con- 
tinue the  method  at  present  in  use  here.  Then, 
we  have  cut  up  the  districts,  not  only  having  this 
contract,  but  having  other  yearly  contracts. 
I  certainly  hope  to  live  to  see  the  time  when  refuse 
and  garbage  will  not  be  taken  in  the  present  way 
on  wagons  going  through  the  streets.  I  believe 
that  problem  is  involved  in  this  greater  problem. 
Our  experts  could  not  tell  us  one  thing  about  what 
is  going  on  in  other  cities;  and  yet  they  come  in 
and  recommend  to  the  Mayor  of  Boston  that  he 
sign  this  ten-year  contract,  this  contract  controlled 
by  one  group.  No  other  group  has  a  look-in,  and 
that  is  the  group  that  controls  these  dumps. 


(Later  in  the  session  Coun.  Norton  was  given 
unanimous  consent  to  insert  in  the  record  the 
statement  he  had  prepared  on  the  garbage  contract 
question,  as  follows): 

Coun.  NORTON — Mr.  President,  I  am  against 
awarding  this  contract  for  the  following  reasons: 
No  intelligent  comprehensive  study  has  been  made 
of  the  garbage  and  refuse  disposal  problem  in 
Boston  even  though  it  is  one  of  the  largest  items 
that  the  city  deals  with  each  ten-year  period. 
Two  engineers  of  the  Department  of  Public 
Works  gave  six  months'  study  to  the  problem 
according  to  their  testimony,  but  were  unable  to 
supply  the  Council  with  the  following  information: 
Detailed  information  as  to  whether  the  present 
reduction  method  for  garbage  is  the  proper  method 
for  use  in  Boston.  No  cost  studies  were  presented. 
No  detailed  studies  were  made  as  to  what  other 
leading  cities  are  doing  on  this  problem,  a  con- 
tinually changing  one,  science  yearly  presenting 
new  ideas.  The  reduction  method  for  garbage 
that  we  are  now  using  at  Spectacle  Island  originated 
in  Austria  and  was  introduced  into  America  via 
Buffalo,  New  York,  in  1886.  Prof.  Roger  J. 
Bounds  of  the  Civic  Development  Department, 
Chamber  of  Commerce  of  the  United  States,  has 
made  a  study  of  the  comparative  scientific  methods 
now  used  in  the  leading  cities  of  the  world,  but  a 
synopsis  of  this  study  was  not  presented  to  the 
Council.  The  "Beccari  System,"  used  by  leading 
Italian  cities  since  1914,  first  established  in  Scars- 
dale,  N.  Y.,  in  1923,  was  not  discussed.  The 
matter  of  garbage  and  refuse  disposal  is  an  all- 
important  one  today.  The  Mayor  of  New  York, 
last  summer,  made  a  trip  to  Germany,  and  stated 
that  one  of  the  principal  reasons  he  went  to  this 
country  was  to  study,  with  his  Health  Commis- 
sioner Doctor  Schroeder  a  new  method  of  garbage 
disposal,  the  "plunger"  method,  developed  by  the 
Germans.  None  of  the  studies  made  by  two  of 
the  outstanding  world  authoiities  on  garbage  and 
refuse  disposal,  made  by  Messrs.  fiering  and 
Greeley,  were  presented.  Under  these  conditions 
I  do  not  understand  how  the  Council  can  intelli- 
gently pass  on  this  important  problem  that  in- 
volves our  city  for  the  next  ten  years.  Why 
should  we  sign  a  ten-year  contract?  Who  knows 
what  the  next  ten  years  will  bring  in  the  scientific 
disposal  of  refuse  and  gaibage?  Doctor  Schroeder, 
who  handles  this  problem  for  the  laigest  city  in 
the  world,  declares  that  within  ten  years  the 
average  home  in  New  York  may  have  its  own 
incinerator.  I  do  not  believe  we  should  agree  to 
a  wage  schedule  that  will  have  effect  ten  years 
from  now.  Who  knows  what  the  average  rate  of 
wages  will  then  be?  Experts  have  stated  that 
because  of  homes  burning  oil  and  gas,  and  better 
grades  of  coal  that  give  off  only  a  small  amount  of 
ash,  that  the  amount  of  ashes  now  coming  from  the 
average  home  is  less  and  less  each  year.  But  we 
are  informed  by  the  Public  Works  Department 
that  each  home,  under  this  contract  now  has 
approximately  41  per  cent  more  refuse,  which 
includes  ashes,  than  it  had  ten  years  ago.  Does  it 
seem  reasonable  that  this  is  so?  In  a  study  made 
by  the  Division  of  Municipal  and  Industrial  Re- 
search of  the  Massachusetts  Institute  of  Technol- 
ogy, published  in  October,  1931,  entitled  "An  Out- 
line of  the  Municipal  Refuse  Problem,"  the  state- 
ment is  made  in  the  case  of  garbage  about  200 
pounds  a  year  is  considered  an  average  amount. 
On  this  basis,  Boston,  under  this  contract,  should 
have  approximately  52,060  tons  of  garbage  to  dis- 
pose of  yearly,  but  our  Public  Works  Department 
states  that  there  will  be  70,900  tons  of  garbage 
yearly.  Why  such  a  large  amount?  Is  the 
average  home  in  Boston  having  65  per  cent  more 
garbage  than  it  had  ten  years  ago?  This  does  not 
seem  reasonable  especially  when  no  such  increase 
is  reported  from  other  leading  American  cities. 
This  is  exactly  the  same  contract  that  Mayor 
Curley  went  to  court  to  stop,  ten  years  ago.  Why 
the  change?  We  are  told  that  five  concerns  bid 
on  this  work.  Only  two  actually  bid.  The  rest 
were  straws.  They  had  no  locations  to  dump  the 
refuse.  There  are  only  two  locations  in  Boston 
now  available,  large  enough,  to  dump  the  refuse. 
One  is  in  the  South  Boston-Dorchester  section  of 
Old  Colony  road.  The  other  is  off  Bennington 
street  in  the  East  Boston-Revere  area.  Both 
locations  are  on  the  waterfront  or  near  it.  The 
two  concerns,  with  a  monopoly  on  these  dumps, 
have  had  the  Boston  contract  for  the  past  twenty 
years.  No  other  concern  has  a  possible  chance. 
Then  why  go  through  the  motions  of  awarding  a 
contract  "to  the  low  bidder."  There  is  some- 
thing mysteriously  vague  about  the  whole  business. 
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Why  was  the  bond  increased  from  $100,000  to 
$200,000?  Ostensibly  to  give  a  favored  bondsman 
a  larger  fee.  The  commissioner  could  give  no 
reason  why  this  bond  should  be  increased.  Under 
the  terms  of  this  contract,  we  will  pay  more  in  the 
next  ten  years  than  in  the  past  ten  even  though 
wages  and  prices  are  all  coming  down  and  the 
collectors  will  have  77,050  less  people  to  collect 
garbage  from  than  in  the  past  ten  years,  and 
73,153  less  to  collect  refuse  from. 


PROPOSED    TRANSFER    OF    SUPERIN- 
TENDENT  OF   SUPPLIES. 

Coun.  NORTON  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  requested 
to  transfer  the  present  Superintendent  of  Supplies 
to  some  other  department. 

Coun.  NORTON — Mr.  President,  for  some  time 
there  has  been  considerable  controversy  in  this 
Council  and  in  City  Hall,  as  well  as  in  political 
circles  generally,  in  regard  to  the  manner  in  which 
the  Superintendent  of  Supplies  conducts  his  de- 
partment. Let  me  say  here  that  I  believe  the 
man  who  is  superintendent  of  that  department 
is  personally  honest.  I  don't  believe  he  would 
take  a  five-cent  piece  illegally.  At  the  same 
time,  he  is  Superintendent  of  Supplies,  and  has 
to  O.  K.  what  is  done.  If  what  the  Finance  Com- 
missioner says  is  true,  it  is  matter  for  the  District 
Attorney.  Some  time  ago  I  started  off  a  contro- 
versy along  the  line  of  the  purchase  of  automobiles 
and  tires.  I  cannot  find  that  there  has  been  any 
disposition  on  the  part  of  the  Supply  Department 
to  remedy  that  situation.  I  believe  the  conten- 
tions of  the  colleague  from  Roxbury  (Coun. 
Dowd)  and  my  own  were  substantially  borne  out 
by  the  report  of  the  Finance  Commission  recently. 


Under  the  circumstances,  I  believe  that  we  should 
have  here  such  a  leading  man  as  Russell  Forbes 
of  New  York  City.  I  believe  it  would  not  cost  the 
city  a  great  deal  to  have  him  come  here,  a  man 
deeply  interested  in  work  and  research  of  this 
kind,  and  if  the  administration  desires  to  clean 
house  in  that  department  and  would  allow  this 
nationally  known  expert  to  come  here  and  have 
charge  for  a  few  months,  it  will  save  the  citizens 
of  Boston  hundreds  of  thousands  of  dollars  un- 
doubtedly in  a  year  when  we  need  those  dollars. 

Coun.  WILSON — There  seems  to  be  no  reflec- 
tion by  anybody  on  the  honesty  of  the  gentleman 
whose  name  has  been  mentioned,  and  I  certainly 
don't  think  we  Bhould  recommend,  with  all  due 
respect  to  the  councilor  from  Hyde  Park  (Coun. 
Norton),  the  transfer  of  any  department  head 
without  a  hearing. 

President  McGRATH— The  Chair  will  rule  the 
order  out  of  order,  as  interfering  with  the  pre- 
rogatives of  his  Honor  the  Mayor. 

The  order  was  ruled  out  of  order. 


STREET   CAR   RESERVATION, 
BENNINGTON   STREET. 

Coun.  GREEN,  for  Coun.  Donovan,  offered  the 
following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor, 
to  proceed  immediately  to  eliminate  the  street  car 
reservation  on  Bennington  street,  East  Boston, 
from  Day  square  to  Orient  Heights. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


Adjourned,  on  motion  of  Coun.  POWER,  at 
4.43  p.  m.,  to  meet  on  Monday  December  28,  1931, 
at  2  p.  m. 
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Proceedings  of  City  Council. 


Monday,  December  28,  1931. 
Regular   meeting   of   the   City   Council  in   the 
Council  Chamber,  City  Hall,  at  2  p.  m.,  President 
McGRATH  in  the  chair  and  all  the  members  present, 
except  Coun.  Hein. 


APPROPRIATION   FOR    COMMERCIAL,  IN- 
DUSTRIAL   AND  PUBLICITY  BUREAU. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  December  28,  1931. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  am  advised  by  the  City  Auditor 
that  the  appropriation  for  the  Commercial, 
Industrial  and  Publicity  Bureau  is  exhausted,  and 
that  to  permit  continuance  of  this  Bureau  an 
additional  appropriation  is  required  at  this  time. 
I  submit  herewith  an  order  in  the  amount  of 
$15,000  and  respectfully  recommend  its  approval 
by  your  honorable  body. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

Ordered,  That  a  sum  not  in  excess  of  $15,000 
be  expended,  under  the  direction  of  the  Mayor, 
by  the  Commercial,  Industrial  and  Publicity 
Bureau  in  the  prosecution  of  its  duties,  said  sum 
to  be  charged  to  the  Reserve  Fund. 

Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 


APPROPRIATION     FOR     EXTENSION     OF 
HIGH   PRESSURE   FIRE   SERVICE. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  December  28,  1931. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  am  advised  by  the  Acting  Com- 
missioner of  Public  Works  that  due  to  unforeseen 
expenses  in  connection  with  the  transfer  of  the 
High  Pressure  Fire  Station  from  the  Lincoln 
Power  House  of  the  Edison  Company  to  a  location 
on  Kneeland  street,  that  an  additional  appropria- 
tion of  $25,000  from  water  revenue  is  required  at 
this  time.  I  submit  the  necessary  appropriation 
order  and  respectfully  recommend  its  adoption  by 
your  honorable  body. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 

Public  Works  Department,  December  22,  1931. 
To  the  Honorable  the  Mayor. 

When  this  special  loan  "High  Pressure  Fire 
Service,  Extension  of,"  was  asked  for  in  the  1931 
budget,  the  total  cost  of  the  work  contemplated 
was  figured  at  $300,000.  The  item  was  decreased 
to  $250,000  with  the  understanding  that  additional 
money  would  be  available  out  of  the  $500,000 
water  revenue  surplus,  if  desired.  Since  July  1 
expenditures  not  contemplated  developed,  namely, 

Payment  to  be  made  to  Edison  Electric  Illumi- 
nating Company  of  $9,445  for  changes  in  the  con- 
struction of  the  building  erecting  at  Kneeland 
street  to  care  for  pumping  units,  etc. 

Pump  removal  from  Lincoln  Power  House  and 
installation  at  Edison  Plant,  Kneeland  street, 
$5,000  more  than  contemplated,  also  increases  in 
the  item  quantities — "Concrete  in  Place,"  "Gravel 
Refill,"  and  "Removing  Brick  Masonry,"  occa- 
sioned by  the  laying  in  the  only  locations  available 
in  Broadway,  between  Stuart  and  Tremont 
streets,  Dock  square  and  Congress  street,  which 
is  in  the  widened  sections  of  the  above  named 
streets,  and  in  which  was  encountered  heavy 
and  continuous  masonry  foundations  of  the  older 
buildings  removed  in  the  street  widenmgs. 
C.  J.  Carven, 
Acting  Commissioner  of  Public  Works. 

Ordered,  That  to  meet  the  current  expenses 
payable  during  the  financial  year  beginning  with 


the  first  day  of  January,  1931,  an  additional  sum 
of   $25,000   be,   and   the  same   hereby   is,   appro- 
priated  from    the  income   of   Water   Service,   for 
High  Pressure  Fire  Service,  Extension  of. 
Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 


APPROPRIATION  FOR   MUNICIPAL 
EMPLOYMENT  BUREAU. 

The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  December  28,  1931. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — At  a  recent  meeting  an  order  was 
submitted  to  your  honorable  body  recommending 
an  appropriation  in  the  sum  of  $10,000  for  the 
maintenance  of  the  Municipal  Employment 
Bureau.  Your  honorable  body  in  its  wisdom 
saw  fit  to  reduce  the  amount  to  $3,000,  which  is 
only  sufficient  to  permit  of  the  continued  opera- 
tion of  the  Employment  Bureau  for  a  period  of 
two  weeks.  I  am  informed  that  the  reason 
for  the  failure  to  appropriate  the  full  amount 
requested  was  due  to  the  opinion  as  expressed  by 
the  Council  that  the  Municipal  Employment 
Bureau  was  unable  to  justify  its  existence  through 
failure  to  provide  positions  for  persons  seeking  the 
same.  I  believe  it  needless  for  me  to  point  out 
to  the  Council  that  this  may  be  said  with  equal 
truth  of  every  similar  bureau  in  the  entire  world. 
The  Overseers  of  Public  Welfare  Department 
allotments  indicate  an  increase  of  more  than  60 
per  cent  in  unemployment  in  Boston  from  August 
30  to  December  15  and  if  the  policy  of  all  employers 
is  to  effect  economies  through  the  discharge  of 
help,  then  it  becomes  not  only  difficult  but  im- 
possible for  any  employment  bureau  to  provide 
work  for  applicants. 

The  Boston  Municipal  Employment  Bureau 
has  performed  a  most  useful  service  and  there  is 
no  way  in  which  to  justify  its  abolition  at  this  time, 
particularly  when  the  reasons  advanced  for  such 
abolition  are  based  upon  conditions  beyond  the 
control  of  either  the  Employment  Bureau  or  any 
other   agency. 

Under  the  circumstances  I  accordingly  recom- 
mend the  adoption  of  the  accompanying  order. 
Respectfully, 
James  M.  Cdrley,  Mayor. 

Ordered,  That  a  sum  not  in  excess  of  $7,000  be, 
and  hereby  is,  appropriated,  to  be  expended  by  the 
Municipal  Employment  Bureau,  under  the  direc- 
tion of  the  Mayor,  in  the  prosecution  of  its  duties, 
said  sum  to  be  charged  to  the  Reserve  Fund. 

Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 


DISPOSAL  OF   CITY   AUTOMOBILES. 

The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  December  28,  1931. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — It  will  be  necessary  to  prevent 
an  excessive  increase  in  the  tax  rate  for  1932, 
to  put  in  operation  every  reasonable  economy, 
and,  in  addition,  to  devise  new  sources  of  revenue. 

It  is  estimated  that  the  state  assessment, 
27  per  cent  of  which  is  levied  upon  Boston,  will 
be  more  than  $4,000,000  in  excess  of  last  year. 
It  is  estimated  that  the  income  tax  revenue  will 
be  $6,000,000  less  than  last  year,  which  means 
a  falling  off  in  the  allotment  to  Boston  of  about 
$1,500,000.  In  1931,  the  City  of  Boston  received 
from  the  Boston  Elevated  Street  Railway  Com- 
pany the  sum  of  $1,000,000  due  the  city  for 
advances  made  to  meet  the  deficit  in  cost  of 
operation  of  the  road.  It  is  anticipated  that  in 
1932,  instead  of  receiving  such  a  sum,  the  City 
of  Boston  will  be  required  to  provide  about 
$1,000,000. 

There  has  been  no  taxable  construction  of 
moment  during  the  year  1931,  and  the  indications 
are  that  the  revenue  from  taxation  of  real  and  per- 
sonal property  in  Boston  will  be  about  $600,000 
less  than  in  1931. 

The  surplus  from  the  School  Department  and 
from  other  municipal  departments  in  1930,  for 
use  in  1931,  was  about  $2,300,000.  There  will 
be  no  surplus  in  these  city  departments  this  year. 

The  indications  are  that  the  Public  Welfare 
requirement  for  the  months  of  January,  February 
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and  March  of  1932  will  average  in  excess  of  $1,000,- 
000  each  month.  It  is  my  purpose  that  the 
unemployed  and  needy  of  Boston  shall  be  pro- 
tected from  cold  and  hunger,  and  so  that  this 
may  be  assured,  I  recommend  as  one  means 
of  reducing  expenditures  in  the  operations  of 
municipal  departments  the  adoption  of  the  accom- 
panying order. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

Ordered,  That,  with  the  approval  of  the  Mayor, 
the  heads  of  the  several  departments  be  author- 
ized to  dispose  of,  at  an  appraisal  value  approved 
by  the  Mayor,  and  on  terms  and  conditions  satis- 
factory to  the  Law  Department,  such  automobiles 
belonging  to  their  various  departments  as  may  not 
hereafter  be  required  on  account  of  the  adoption 
of   the  so-called  drive-yourself-system. 

Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 


PETITIONS  REFERRED. 

The  following  petitions  were  received  and  re- 
ferred to  the  committees  named,  viz.: 

Claims. 

M.  Adler,  for  compensation  for  damage  to 
property  at  12  Florence  street,  Roslindale.  caused 
by  backing  up  of  sewage. 

William  Bornstein,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  car  by  city  cart. 

Shirley  Kurland.  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  an  alleged  defect  at  Oliver  and  High 
streets. 

C.  F.  MacCormick,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  car  caused  by  an  alleged  defect  at  South  street 
and  Parkway. 

Edmund  Martin,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  property  at  24  Selden  street,  Dorchester,  caused 
by  cutting  down  sidewalk. 

Simon  Nelson,  for  compensation  for  damage  to 
property  at  100  Walnut  avenue,  Roxbury,  caused 
by  dynamiting  property. 

Mary  C.  Ross,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  an  alleged  defect  at  102-108  Bloomfield 
street,  Dorchester. 

Edward  H.  Stanloke,  for  compensation  for 
damage  to  car  caused  by  an  alleged  defect  in 
Beacon  street. 

Trustees  of  Suffolk  Real  Estate  Trust,  for  com- 
pensation for  damage  to  property  at  Broad  and 
Doane  streets,  caused  by  bursting  of  water  pipe. 


APPOINTMENT  OF  JOHN  W.  BRADLEY. 

Notice  was  received  from  the  Sealer  of  Weights 
and  Measures  of  appointment  of  John  W.  Bradley 
of  1104  Adams  street.  Dorchester,  as  deputy 
sealer  of  weights  and  measures. 

Placed  on  file. 


USE  OF  FOREIGN  MATERIALS  ON  BOSTON 
PUBLIC  BUILDINGS. 

Coun.  DOWD  offered  the  following: 
Resolved,  That  the  City  Council  of  Boston  pro- 
tests against  the  use  of  any  foreign  materials  in 
the  erection  of  any  public  building  in  the  City  of 
Boston. 

Coun.  DOWD — Mr.  President,  I  believe  it  is 
the  opinion  of  most  of  the  people  of  Boston  that 
in  the  erection  of  all  our  public  buildings  American 
materials,  whereby  American  labor  is  employed, 
should  be  used  on  public  buildings  that  the  tax- 
payers of  Boston  are  paying  for.  I  was  quite 
amazed  in  a  communication  sent  by  the  Central 
Council  of  the  Irish  County  Associations,  duly 
signed  by  their  officers,  to  see  the  charge  that 
British  materials  have  been  substituted  for  Ameri- 
can. Now,  the  situation  is  simply  this.  The 
contractors  who  bid  on  our  public  buildings  may 
use  Caen  stone  or  American  Tennessee  marble. 
They  get  the  contract  and  then  they  change  to 
British  and  other  foreign  materials,  with  the 
result  that  right  here  in  Boston  in  the  last  year  and 
a  half  we  have  had  British  materials  substituted 
contrary  to  specifications  calling  for  American 
limestone  and  marble  at  the  Administration 
Building  of  the  Boston  City  Hospital,  Mary  E. 
Curley  School,  in  Jamaica  Plain;  the  Gilbert 
Stuart  District  Elementary  School,  and  the  Warren- 
Bunker   Hill   School   in   Charlestown.     In  all   of 


those  buildings  British  materials  have  been  fur- 
nished and  used,  thereby  depriving  American  labor 
and  American  concerns  of  the  opportunity  of 
getting  a  livelihood,  in  so  far  as  this  sort  of  con- 
struction is  concerned.  The  Mayor  of  Boston 
cannot  say  that  he  did  not  know  anything  about 
this.  Of  course,  when  the  post  office  was  going 
up,  our  Congressmen  and  United  States  Senators, 
the  Mayor  and  everybody  in  public  life,  were 
protesting  in  Washington  against  the  use  of  out- 
side materials  and  in  favor  of  some  such  stone  as 
Quincy  granite  or  New  England  granite.  They 
were  successful  there.  But  it  seems  that  for 
buildings  of  the  City  of  Boston  we  have  to  go  to 
England  and  other  foreign  countries  for  materials, 
for  our  school  buildings  and  other  buildings. 
Back  in  January — on  January  5,  1931, — I  have  a 
letter  that  was  sent  to  Mr.  William  J.  O'Brien  of 
Roxbury,  as  follows: 

"His  Honor  the  Mayor  is  in  receipt  of  your 
letter  of  the  2d  instant  and  in  reply  thereto  directs 
me  to  advise  you  that  it  is  not  our  purpose  to 
permit  the  use  of  foreign  materials  as  against 
materials  that  are  produced  in  America,  on  munic- 
ipal work." 

That  was  last  January  5th  that  the  Mayor's 
secretary  sent  that  letter.  If  the  Mayor  was 
sincere  in  the  matter,  why  didn't  he  stop  the 
importation  and  use  of  foreign  material  in  such 
cases  as  I  have  mentioned,  and  if  he  is  sincere  why 
doesn't  he  demand  immediately  that  American 
materials  be  furnished  and  used  on  the  following 
schools,  where  the  contractors  contemplate  using 
British  and  other  foreign  materials, — the  Bennett 
District  School,  Brighton;  the  Chapman  District 
School,  East  Boston;  the  Eliot  Hancock  District 
School,  Boston;  the  Mozart  School,  West  Rox- 
bury; the  Charles  Sumner  District  School,  Dale 
and  Poplar  streets;  the  E.  P.  Seaver  addition, 
Northbourne  road?  In  reply  to  the  letter  of 
January  5,  1931,  which  I  have  quoted,  the  Build- 
ing Trades  Council  sent  to  the  Mayor  a  letter 
under  date  of  January  13,  1931,  telling  him  of 
places  where  British  and  foreign  material  was  being 
used  in  buildings  being  constructed  for  the  City  of 
Boston.  It  is  a  peculiar  thing  that  nothing  has 
been  done  in  this  matter.  What  is  behind  it  all? 
I  will  tell  you.  A  certain  bank  in  Boston  has  an 
option  on  British  material,  and  a  former  governor 
of  the  state  is  vitally  interested  in  that  banking 
institution.  That  is  the  reason  why  Boston  is 
compelled  to  use  British  and  foreign  materials  in 
the  erection  of  its  public  buildings.  I  say  to  you, 
Mr.  President,  and  members  of  the  Council,  and 
to  the  Mayor  of  Boston,  that  it  is  about  time  that 
this  faking  was  stopped  and  that  American  builders 
were  allowed  to  use  American  products.  Whether 
they  are  produced  in  Boston  or  in  Tennessee, 
they  are  at  least  American,  and  mean  work  for 
Americans.  Therefore,  I  now  call  upon  the  Mayor 
of  Boston  to  demand  that  the  School  Committee 
and  the  Superintendent  of  Construction  in  his 
own  Building  Department  stop  using  these  foreign 
materials  in  the  five  or  six  schools  I  have  men- 
tioned, which  are  now  under  construction,  that 
the  use  of  British  Bath  stone  and  other  British 
and  foreign  materials  be  stopped,  and  that  either 
American  Caen  stone  or  American  Tennessee 
marble  be  used.  Certainly  there  should  not  be 
this  variation  from  the  specifications,  this  sub- 
stitution of  British  and  foreign  materials  for 
American  materials. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


PROPOSED   HOLIDAY   FOR   CITY 
EMPLOYEES 
Coun.  KELLY  offered  the  following: 

Ordered.  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  requested 
to  grant  a  hohday  to  all  city  employees  on  Saturday 
next.  January  2. 

Coun.  KELLY — Mr.  President,  this  order 
merely  asks  that  the  Mayor  give  to  the  city  em- 
ployees a  half  day  this  coming  Saturday,  following 
the  excellent  example  of  the  Governor  of  the 
Commonwealth,  who  last  Saturday  morning  had 
only  one  person  in  each  office,  in  order  that  the 
state  employees  might  have  a  suitable  week-end 
over  Christmas.  We  all  know  that  no  work  to 
speak  of  will  be  done  by  the  city  employees  any- 
way in  the  few  hours  that  they  might  come  in 
Saturday  morning,  and  I  am  now  asking  his  Honor 
the  Mayor  to  do  this  for  the  city  employees.  I 
believe  that  the  Mayor,  if  this  is  passed  under  sus- 
pension of  the  rule  by  the  Council,  will  grant  the 
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city  employees  Saturday  morning  off,  in  order 
that  they  may  have  a  fair  week-end  and  start  the 
year  off  right. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


BUDGET   ALLOWANCE   FOR 
SUPERINTENDENT   OF '  SUPPLIES. 

Coun.  DOWD  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Supplies  be 
requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  de- 
crease the  amount  of  his  budget  estimate  for  1932 
twenty-five  per  cent  under  that  for  1931. 

Coun.  DOWD — Mr.  President,  I  have  listened 
with  a  great  deal  of  interest  to  the  communication 
from  his  Honor  the  Mayor  in  reference  to  economy 
in  1932.  I  appreciate  deeply  his  great  efforts 
towards  reducing  expenses  next  year  by  dis- 
continuing telephones  of  department  heads, 
making  a  saving  which  will  possibly  amount  to  the 
great  sum  of  $500  or  .$600  a  year, — a  wonderful 
effort!  I  also  appreciate  his  desire  to  do  away  with 
extra  automobiles  and  save  the  city  perhaps  $20,000 
$30,000  or  $40,000  a  year.  That  is  all  very  meri- 
torious. But  I  saw  no  mention  of  departmental 
slashes  whereby  some  real  economies  can  be 
effected.  Taking  the  figures  of  the  Finance  Com- 
mission with  reference  to  the  Supply  Department, 
there  is  evidently  an  opportunity  there  for  a  great 
saving  to  the  city  in  connection  with  the  purchases 
of  that  department.  Not  a  councilor  here,  not  a 
citizen  of  Boston  will  disagree  with  me  when  1 
say  that  a  dollar  today  is  as  good  as  $1.35  a  year 
ago.  We  can  go  out  and  purchase  meat  and  pota- 
toes, other  articles  of  food,  clothing  and  other 
necessities  of  life,  at  25  or  30  per  cent  less  than  we 
could  a  year  ago.  But  it  seems  to  be  the  happy 
faculty  of  every  department  of  the  city  to  claim 
that  it  must  spend  this  year  the  same  amount  at 
least  that  it  spent  last  year.  There  is  no  explana- 
tion of  how  it  is  to  be  spent,  but  if  the  budget 
last  year  was  $5,000,000,  a  department  takes  the 
ground  that  it  must  have  that  amount  next  year. 
Let  me  assure  the  members  of  the  Council  that 
it  will  be  their  duty  next  vear  to  watch  the  tax 
rate.  If  the  Supply  Department  spent  $5,000,000 
last  year  there  is  no  reason  why  that  same  depart- 
ment cannot  get  along  with  25  per  cent  less  this 
coming  year.  We  have  no  more  individuals  to 
feed  at  Long  Island,  Deer  Island  or  the  City  Hos- 
pital, no  more  supplies,  no  more  automobiles  to 
buy  this  year.  They  will  not  have  to  buy  anything 
more  than  they  have  had  to  buy  in  the  last  four  or 
five  years.  They  have  a  new  racket  now,  if  you 
are  in  right  with  the  administration.  Those  who 
are  already  holding  jobs  can  start  in  business  and 
do  something  on  the  outside.  There  is  a  gentle- 
man who  is  a  Deputy  Scaler  of  Weights  and  Meas- 
ures, holding  a  pretty  good  job,  and  yet  he  is  selling 
mops  at  600  per  cent  more  than  they  are  worth. 
He  knows  who  I  mean,  and  everybody  else.  This 
sort  of  thing  has  got  to  stop.  We  don't  know  how 
long  the  salaries  of  city  employees  are  to  be  con- 
tinued, how  long  people  who  own  houses  are 
going  to  pay  taxes,  or  how  much  their  taxes  are  to 
be  increased;  and  I  say  to  the  Mayor  of  Boston,  if 
you  are  sincere,  don't  hide  behind  automobiles  and 
telephones,  which  mean  nothing,  while  other  de- 
partments keep  on  looting  the  city.  If  the  Mayor 
wants  to  save  money  there  are  places  to  save  it. 
He  can  save  $1,500,000  in  the  Supply  Department 
alone,  and  that  department  should  not  be  allowed 
to  spend  $5,000,000  next  year  with  things  as  they 
are  now.  I  hope  the  Council  will  not  allow  them 
to  get  away  with  it.  You  all  know  what  a  dollar 
will  buy  now  as  compared  with  what  it  would  buy 
awhile  ago.  But  if  they  are  going  to  pay  $1.35  a 
bag  for  potatoes  when  1  bought  them  at  Christmas 
time  for  85  cents  a  bag,  of  course  they  are  going  to 
spend  the  $5,000,000.  I  simply  ask  the  Mayor  of 
Boston  to  be  sincere.  This  crisis  is  just  as  serious 
as  a  war,  and  if  he  really  wants  to  save  money  he 
can  save  it  in  the  Supply  Department  and  every 
other  department  of  the  city,  10  per  cent  at  least. 
They  do  not  need  a  raise.  They  simply  need  to 
have  efficiency  take  the  place  of  inefficiency  and 
graft  in  every  department. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 

POLICE  SIGNAL,   NASHUA  STREET. 

Coun    FITZGERALD  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,    That    the    Police    Commissioner    be 
requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  place 


a  police  signal  box  on  the  Division  3  side  of  Nashua 
street,  opposite  the  site  of  the  proposed  new  Public 
Works  Department  building  of  the  Commonwealth. 
Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


PROPOSED  REINSTATEMENT  OF  CHARLES 
S.  CARROLL. 

Coun.  GREEN  offered  the  following: 
Resolved,    That    the    City    Council    of    Boston 
favors    the   enactment    of   legislation    authorizing 
.the   reinstatement   of   Charles    S.    Carroll   in    the 
clerical  service  of  the  Boston  Fire  Department. 
Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


MEMORIAL        SERVICES       FOR       POLICE 
KILLED  WHILE  ON  DUTY. 

Coun.  WILSON  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Police  Commissioner,  through 
his  Honor  the  Mayor,  be,  and  he  hereby  is.  requested 
to  include  in  his  budget  for  1932  an  adequate 
provision  for  decoration  of  graves  and  suitable 
memorial  services  for  policemen  who  have  died 
in  the  service  of  the  City  of  Boston  as  a  result  of 
injuries  received  in  the  performance  of  their  duty, 
such  expenditure  being  in  accordance  with  the 
provisions  of  Acts  of  1931,  chapter  42.  approved 
by  his  Excellency  the  Governor  on  February  17, 
1931. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


STREET   LIGHTING,     CENTRE   STREET, 
WARD  20. 

Coun.  COX  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the 
Mayor,  to  include  in  the  budget  for  1932  a  sum 
sufficient  to  provide  for  an  improved  system  of 
street  lighting  along  Centre  street,  from  the 
Parkway  to  the  Charles  river,  Ward  20. 

Coun.  COX — Mr.  President,  within  the  last 
twenty-four  hours  a  man  who  was  struck  about 
a  week  ago  on  Centre  street  died.  That  was 
one  of  about  fifteen  accidents  that  we  have  had 
out  there  along  Centre  street  in  the  last  three 
years,  due  to  inadequate  lighting.  I  respect- 
fully recommend  that  the  system  of  lights  on 
that  particular  boulevard,  which  is  the  highway 
from  Boston  to  Providence,  be  changed. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


TRAFFIC  SIGNALS,   CENTRE    STREET, 
WARD  20. 

Coun.  COX  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Traffic  Commission  be  re- 
quested, through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  include 
in  the  budget  for  1932  a  sum  sufficient  to  pro- 
vide for  a  system  of  automatic  traffic  signals 
along  Centre  street,  from  Manthorne  road  to 
La  Grange  street,  Ward  20. 

Coun.  COX — Mr.  President,  this  order  again 
deals  with  that  same  boulevard  or  highway  from 
Boston  to  Providence.  There  is  one  "Stop"  and 
"Go"  light  at  Temple  and  Centre  streets  and  an- 
other at  the  Parkway,  and  those  two  points  are  a 
considerable  distance  apart.  I  would  respectfully 
recommend  that  "Stop"  and  "Go"  lights  be 
placed  at  all  the  intermediate  streets  between 
those  two  points. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


NEW    PLAYGROUND,  WARD   20. 

Coun.  COX  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Park  Commission  be  re- 
quested, through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  include 
in  the  budget  for  1932  a  sum  sufficient  to  provide 
for  a  new  playground  in  the  Weld  Hill  section  of 
Ward  20.  ,       „„  ,  ,    TT.„ 

Coun.  COX— Mr.  President,  the  Weld  Hill 
section  of  West  Roxbury  some  ten  years  ago 
was  a  farm.  Today  there  are  scarcely  any  house 
lots  left  in  the  section.  There  must  be  in  the 
neighborhood     of     10,000     people     living     there. 
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There  is  a  school  in  that  section  but  they  have  no 
playground  facilities.  They  are  forced  to  go 
either  to  Billings  Field,  which  is  a  mile  and  a 
half  away,  or  to  Fallon  Field,  the  same  distance 
away  in  the  other  direction.  I  respectfully 
request  that  the  Park  Commission  include  in  its 
budget  a  sufficient  amount  for  a  playground  in 
that  section. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


NEW   HIGH   SCHOOL,    WARD  20. 

Coun.  COX  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  School  Committee  be  re- 
quested, through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  include 
in  the  budget  for  1932  a  sum  sufficient  to  provide 
for  the  erection  of  a  new  high  school  in  Ward  20. 

Coun.  COX — Mr.  President,  I  was  interested 
the  other  day  in  the  squabble  between  the  ad- 
herents of  the  two  proposed  locations  for  a  high 
school  in  Dorchester,  in  which  it  was  said  that 
some  3,000  children  of  Dorchester  were  forced 
to  leave  their  district  to  go  to  a  high  school  and 
that  Dorchester  had  only  three  high  schools.  I 
want  to  say  that  13,000  children  of  West  Rox- 
bury  are  forced  to  leave  their  district  to  go  to 
outside  high  schools  and  that  West  Roxbury  and 
Roslindale  have  no  high  school  within  their 
precincts. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


NEW   STATION   HOUSE,   DIVISION    17. 

Coun.  COX  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Police  Commissioner  be 
requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  include 
in  the  budget  for  1932  a  sum  sufficient  to  provide 
for  a  new  station  house  for  Police  Division  17. 

Coun.  COX — Mr.  President,  the  present  police 
station  out  there,  Station  17  on  Centre  street,  was 
formerly  a  clubhouse,  the  old  Highland  Club. 
It  lias  been  a  police  station  for  over  twenty-five 
years.  During  that  time  the  population  of  the 
district  has  increased  so  that  it  is  now  impossible 
to  house  there  the  number  of  men  required  to  cover 
the  district. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


BRANCH  LIBRARY  FOR  GERMANTOWN. 

Coun.  COX  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Trustees  of  the  Boston 
Public  Library  be  requested,  through  his  Honor 
the  Mayor,  to  include  in  the  budget  for  1932  a  sum 
sufficient  to  provide  for  the  establishment  of  a 
branch  library  in  the  Germantown  section  of 
Ward  20. 

Coun.  COX— Mr.  President,  I  think  that  the 
Trustees  of  the  Public  Library  recognize  the  fact 
that  the  people  ot  what  is  known  in  my  district  as 
Germantown  are  in  need  of  a  branch  library.  \\  In- 
steps have  not  been  taken  to  remedy  this  situation 
I  don't  know,  but  I  think  we  are  entitled  to  a 
branch  library  there.  The  nearest  branch  to  it 
is  two  miles  distant. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


NEW  FIREHOUSE,   GERMANTOWN. 

Coun.  COX  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  that  the  Fire  Commissioner  be  re- 
quested, through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  include 
in  the  budget  for  1932  a  sum  sufficient  to  provide 
for  the  erection  of  a  new  firehouse  in  the  German- 
town  section  of  Ward  20. 

Coun.  COX — Mr.  President,  the  fire  protection 
conditions  in  Germantown  are  about  the  same  as 
the  library  conditions.  The  nearest  firehouse  is 
some  two  miles  aeway,  and  this  section  is  pretty 
thickly  built  up.  I  feel  that  a  firehouse  should  be 
erected  in  Germantown. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


RECESS. 
The  Council  voted,  at  2.51  p.  m.,  on  motion  of 
Coun.  COX,  to  take  a  recess  subject  to  the  call  of 
the  Chair.  The  members  reassembled  in  the 
Council  Chamber  and  were  called  to  order  by 
President  McGRATH  at  4.15  p.  m. 


EXECUTIVE  COMMITTEE  REPORTS. 

Coun.  GALLAGHER,  for  the  Executive  Com  ■ 
mittee,  submitted  the  following: 

1.  Report  on  messages  of  Mayor  and  orders 
(referred  today)  for  appropriation  of  $15,000  for 
Commercial,  Industrial  and  Publicity  Bureau  and 
appropriation  of  $25,000  for  extension  of  high 
pressure  fire  service — that  same  ought  to  pass. 

Report  accepted;  said  orders  passed,  yeas  19, 
nays  0. 

2.  Report  on  message  of  Mayor  and  order 
(referred  today)  that  sum  of  $7,000  be  appropri- 
ated to  be  expended  by  Municipal  Employment 
Bureau — recommending  passage  of  order  in 
following  new  draft,  viz.: 

Ordered,  That  a  sum  not  in  excess  of  $3,000  be, 
and  hereby  is,  appropriated,  to  be  expended  by 
the  Municipal  Employment  Bureau,  under  the 
direction  of  the  Mayor,  in  the  prosecution  of  its 
duties,  said  sum  to  be  charged  to  the  Reserve 
Fund. 

The  report  was  accepted  and  the  question  came 
on  the  adoption  of  the  order  in  the  new  draft. 

Coun.  DOWD— Mr.  President. 

Coun.  NORTON— Mr.  President,  I  have  an 
amendment. 

President  McGRATH— Councilor  Dowd  has 
been  recognized. 

Coun.  DOWD — Mr.  President,  in  justice  to 
the  people  of  Boston  and  in  justice  to  the  so-called 
economy  program  laid  down  by  the  Mayor  of 
Boston,  I  cannot  allow  myself  to  vote  for  any 
more  money  to  extend  the  vacation  which  has 
been  given  to  this  high-toned  fakir  who  is  operating 
on  Church  street.  There  is  not  a  citizen  who 
goes  into  that  office  on  Church  street  who  is  not 
either  insulted  or  thrown  out  of  the  office  by  the 
official  whose  salary  is  paid  by  the  taxpayers.  I 
was  in  hope  that  the  SI .000  would  be  regarded  as 
sufficient  for  this  year,  and  that  next  year  would 
take  care  of  itself,  when  I  proposed  the  amount  of 
$1,000  in  the  Executive  Committee  today  and 
when  it  was  adopted  by  the  Executive  Committee. 
But  that  action  was  later  overturned  in  the  Execu- 
tive Committee.  I  know  that  no  words  of  mine 
or  of  any  other  member  of  the  Council  are  going  to 
change  the  result,  but  I  would  like  to  call  the 
attention  of  the  Mayor,  who  is  talking  so  much 
about  the  unemployment  situation  to  certain 
facts.  In  that  office  there  is  a  married  woman 
who  is  receiving  $1,500  a  year,  while  her  husband, 
a  member  of  the  Boston  Fire  Department,  is 
getting  $2,000  a  year.  We  are  thus  voting  more 
money  to  maintain  her,  while  some  of  the  thousands 
of  men  and  women  who  are  going  to  the  employ- 
ment office  for  assistance  are  entitled  to  her  job. 
Also,  let  me  say  that  there  is  in  that  office  another 
married  woman  receiving  $1,500  or  $2,000,  I  don't 
know  just  what,  whose  husband  does  a  trucking 
business  from  which  he  gets  from  $2,500  to  $5,000 
a  year.  And  by  increasing  this  appropriation 
we  are  going  to  vote  to  keep  her  in  office,  while 
thousands  of  destitute  and  deserving  women  are 
walking  the  streets  looking  for  employment.  I 
sav  it  is  high  time  that  the  Mayor  of  Boston 
looked  into  those  who  are  on  the  high-salaried 
pay  rolls.  If  he  does  so,  I  do  not  see  how  he  can 
feel  that  he  is  justified  in  keeping  on  the  pay  rolls 
married  women  whose  husbands  are  getting  a 
good  income  from  the  city  or  otherwise.  Why, 
that  is  nothing  but  a  political  roost  for  those 
whom  the  Mayor  wants  to  take  care  of.  I  regret 
exceedinglv,  when  the  question  comes  up  of 
cutting  the  amount  to  be  allowed  for  that  de- 
partment, the  fact  that  there  are  in  the  bureau 
some  good  friends  of  mine,  people  who  should 
be  taken  care  of,  who  are  doing  good  work,  among 
the  few  who  are  doing  the  work  there.  But  they 
can  be  taken  care  of,  if  the  Mayor  so  desires,  on 
other  pay  rolls  of  the  City  of  Boston.  As  has 
been  pointed  out  by  those  who  have  charge  at  the 
City  Hospital,  they  are  getting  up  there  from  this 
bureau  an  inferior  grade  of  help.  They  do  not 
get  the  proper  ones  for  the  Boston  City  Hospital. 
The  records  show  that  60  per  cent  of  the  people 
whom  thev  place  at  work  are  placed  at  work  in  the 
Boston  City  Hospital,  and  that  is  a  thing  that  was 
always  taken  care  of  in  the  past  by  one  individual 
at  the  hospital.  And  for  that  sendee  we  are 
maintaining  this  bureau  at  an  expense  of  $35,000 
a  year.  I  think  the  least  our  citizens  may  expect 
when  thev  enter  the  door  of  that  bureau  is  a  little 
courtesy,"  a  smile,  and  not  to  be  tossed  around, 
sent  to  Everett,  Chelsea  and  every  other  place 
around  Boston,  at  an  expense  for  car  fares,  on  fake 
jobs.     Every  member  of  the  Council  knows  that 
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I  am  telling  the  truth,  and  that  there  is  no  reason 
why  that  employment  office  should  any  longer 
exist.  I  say  to  the  Mayor  of  Boston,  if  he  is 
sincere  in  his  wish  to  continue  the  employment 
office,  if  he  really  wishes  it  to  be  of  assistance  to 
our  citizens,  let  him  show  that  he  is  really  sincere 
and  earnest  by  immediately  discharging  those 
women  on  the  pay  roll  to  whom  I  have  referred, 
whose  husbands  are  making  sufficient  incomes  to 
support  them.  If  he  wants  to  find  places  for  worthy 
people,  he  can  do  so  by  that  one  thing,  in  different 
departments,  dropping  women  whose  husbands 
are  employed  in  other  departments.  Talk  about 
un'employment.  I  say  that  that  bureau  is  a  joke, 
that  they  do  not  get  employment  for  anybody. 
As  I  have  said,  a  large  part  of  this  so-called  fur- 
nishing of  employment  consists  in  sending  people 
to  the  City  Hospital,  and  that  was  always  taken 
care  of  in  the  past  by  one*  person  at  the  City 
Hospital,  and,  they  claim  up  there,  taken  care  of 
in  a  much  better  way.  As  I  have  said  before  on 
this  floor,  the  director  of  that  bureau  remained 
out  of  a  job  for  four  years,  until  the  Mayor  came 
in  again  and  gave  him  the  job.  So  that  shows 
his  value  as  an  executive.  In  these  times  when 
people  are  starving  and  when  they  are  getting 
their  few  dollars  a  week  from  the  Welfare  De- 
partment to  keep  them  going  along  in  a  way,  I 
say  that  we  should  not  allow  for  the  maintenance 
of  this  bureau  $35,000  a  year  of  the  taxpayers' 
money.  The  Mayor  has  now  started  in  on  an 
economy  program,  under  which  he  proposes  to 
sell  unnecessary  automobiles  and  to  discontinue 
certain  telephones.  I  say  that  he  had  better 
keep  the  automobiles  and  telephones  and  abolish 
the  so-called  employment  office. 

Coun.  NORTON  submitted  the  following: 

Moved,  to  amend  the  report  of  the  Executive 
Committee  by  striking  out  the  words  "three 
thousand"  and  inserting  in  place  thereof  the 
words  "seven  thousand,"  as  requested  in  the  order 
submitted  by  his  Honor  the  Mayor. 

The  question  came  on  the  adoption  of  the 
amendment. 

Coun.  NORTON— Mr.  President,  T  do  not 
believe  I  can  be  accused  of  being  unduly  partial 
to  all  the  Mayor's  projects.  It  may  be  that  the 
remarks  of  the  colleague  from  Roxbury  are  true, 
with  regard  to  certain  employees  who  should  not 
be  in  that  bureau.  I  have  an  order  that  I  would 
like  to  introduce  later  on, — that  his  Honor  the 
Mayor  be  requested  to  consider  the  advisability 
of  discharging  married  women  now  working  at  the 
Municipal  Employment  Bureau  whose  husbands 
are  working.  I  agree  with  the  sentiments  that  the 
colleague  from  Roxbury  (Coun.  Dowd)  has 
expressed  in  that  respect.  At  the  same  time,  I 
cannot  see  why  we  should  abolish  the  office.  It 
may  be  that  the  office  has  been  inefficient;  it  may 
be  that  what  he  states  is  true  in  regard  to  married 
women  who  should  be  discharged.  At  the  same 
time,  it  is  an  employment  bureau,  something  that 
fulfills  a  very  important  function  in  these  times, 
and  I  feel  that  it  should  not  be  abolished.  If 
certain  things  connected  .with  the  bureau  are  not 
right,  it  is  up  to  the  Mayor  to  right  them.  Cer- 
tainly, it  is  hard  for  me  to  understand  how  any- 
body can  vote  to  cut  down  the  amount  of  money 
necessary  to  run  an  employment  bureau  at  such 
a  time  as  this  in  our  history. 

Coun.  DOWD — Mr.  President,  may  I  ask  the 
councilor  from  Hyde  Park  a  question?  He  does 
not  have  to  answer  it  if  he  does  not  desire  to  do  so. 

President  McGRATH — Is  the  councilor  willing 
to  answer  a  question? 

Coun.  NORTON— Certainly,  Mr.  President. 

Coun.  DOWD — Do  you  believe  that  we  should 
vote  money  to  maintain  a  married  woman  in  that 
bureau  whose  husband  is  an  employee  of  the  Fire 
Department? 

Coun.  NORTON — Mr.  President,  I  will  answer 
in  the  negative,  no,  but  I  don't  believe  the  Council 
has  the  right  to  go  to  every  department  and  tell 
it  what  it  should  or  should  not  do.  I  think  it  is 
perfectly  proper  for  us  to  bring  to  the  Mayor's 
attention  the  fact  that  there  is  employed  there  a 
married  woman  whose  husband  is  employed  in 
another  department  of  the  city,  and  it  is  then  for 
the  Mayor  to  correct  that  situation.  I  certainly 
am  not  standing  here  in  favor  of  that  sort  of  tiling. 
But  I  am  friendly  to  an  employment  bureau.  I 
am  confident  that  when  the  matter  the  colleague 
speaks  of  is  brought  to  the  attention  of  tne  Mayor 
he  will  have  that  woman  or  those  women  dis- 
charged. I  repeat,  however,  that  I  am  in  favor  of 
an  employment  bureau.     1  don't  think  it  is  for 


the  members  of  the  Council  to  pass  upon  what  is 
done  in  each  department.  I  take  in  this  matter 
the  same  attitude  I  took  in  regard  to  the  school 
out  in  Dorchester,  that  it  was  simply  our  province 
to  vote  so  much  money  to  go  to  a  specific  district, 
and  that  it  was  not  our  function  to  decide  just 
where  a  school  should  be  placed. 

Coun.  DOWD — Mr.  President,  I  wonder  if 
the  councilor  from  Hyde  Park  (Coun.  Norton) 
is  familiar  with  City  Document  55,  in  which 
Mr.  Manning  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  the 
City  Hospital,  Superintendent  Dowling,  and 
Doctor  Wilson,  heads  of  the  City  Hospital,  stated 
most  emphatically  that  the  employees  coming 
from  the  Employment  Bureau  were  inferior  to 
the  people  whom  they  could  hire  themselves? 
I  wonder  if  the  councilor  from  Hyde  Park  realizes 
— while,  of  course,  we  cannot  go  into  the  techni- 
calities of  every  department — that  we  have  a 
right  to  go  into  the  workings  of  a  department  for 
which  we  appropriate  money,  to  investigate 
what  they  are  doing?  What  is  this  Council 
coming  to,  Mr.  President?  When  I  made  the 
amendment  in  committee  that  the  amount  should 
be  $1,000,  and  it  was  voted  without  a  dissenting 
vote,  it  was  with  the  idea  that  that  amount  would 
carry  them  through  the  year.  After  further 
business  was  transacted  in  the  committee,  how- 
ever, there  was  a  subsequent  amendment  adopted, 
to  make  the  amount  $3,000,  and  another  amend- 
ment is  now  brought  in  here,  to  make  the  amount 
$7,000.  What  are  we  going  to  do  in  this  Council? 
At  any  time  when  the  Mayor's  secretary  runs  up 
here  are  we  going  to  take  his  dictation  or  are  we 
going  to  stand  on  our  own  feet  and  use  our  own 
backbone?  Let  me  say  to  the  councilor  from 
Hyde  Park  that  the  report  of  the  bureau  shows 
that  60  per  cent  of  all  the  people  placed  at  work 
were  placed  in  the  City  Hospital,  and  that  pre- 
vious to  the  Employment  Bureau  coming  into 
effect,  one  man  at  the  City  Hospital,  with  a 
salary  of  $1,800  a  year,  handled  that  work.  That 
is,  60  per  cent  of  the  employment  they  are  fur- 
nishing is  furnished  through  the  City  Hospital,  a 
function  that  was  formerly  taken  care  of  by  one 
man,  and  this  bureau  is  now  spending  $35,000  a 
year.  I  say  to  the  Mayor,  if  he  is  sincere,  let 
him  clean  the  office  out,  put  in  the  right  number 
and  kind  of  employees,  and  not  have  it  maintained 
as  a  political  roost  to  take  care  of  political  favorites, 
with  a  padded  pay  roll  that  takes  care  of  those 
who  are  sent  down  there.  I  say  that  this  is  not 
the  time  to  appropriate  $7,000  for  this  bureau. 
This  Council  is  going  out  of  existence  on  Satur- 
day and  you  have  no  right  to  appropriate  for 
January.  I  was  willing  to  go  to  the  extent  of 
$1,000,  carrying  the  thing  to  the  end  of  the  year, 
but  I  cannot  bring  myself  to  vote  for  a  single 
cent  that  will  bring  it  into  another  year. 

Coun.  NORTON— Mr.  President,  the  col- 
league named  three  department  heads  of  the  City 
Hospital  and  said  that  one  man  at  the  City  Hospi- 
tal formerly  took  charge  of  the  employment  of 
60  per  cent  of  those  handled  by  the  bureau. 

Coun.  DOWD — I  did  not  say  so  on  my  own 
responsibility,  Mr.  President — I  based  it  on  what 
was  said  by  the   City  Document. 

Coun.  NORTON — In  answer  to  the  colleague 
from  Roxbury,  while  he  may  take  certain  things 
from  the  document,  I  have  yet  to  hear  anything 
which  would  make  me  believe  that  that  bureau 
should  be  abolished.  I  have  never  obtained  for 
anybody  a  position,  that  I  can  recall,  through  the 
Employment  Bureau.  No  doubt  what  the  heads 
of  the  City  Hospital  say  may  be  correct,  from  their 
point  of  view.  At  the  same  time,  we  have  down 
there  in  these  very  trying  times  an  employment 
bureau.  We  have  more  people  unemployed  than 
we  ever  had  in  our  history.  No  doubt  I  would 
be  against  certain  things  which  may  be  the  sub- 
ject of  criticism  in  that  department,  but  the 
fact  remains  that  this  is  a  time  when  employment 
is  sadly  needed,  and  it  seems  to  be  only  proper  that 
the  city  should  maintain  an  employment  bureau. 
It  may  be  that  there  are  some  things  there  that 
should  be  corrected,  a  condition  that  the  Mayor 
should  obliterate.  But  I  am  sure  that  when  the 
matter  is  called  to  his  attention  under  the  order 
which  has  been  offered  here  today  he  will  do  so. 

Coun.  KELLY — Mr,  President,  I  would  like  to 
ask  one  question.  I  would  like  to  ask  my  worthy 
colleague  from  Ward  8,  Roxbury  (Covin.  Dowd), 
if  he  has  any  figures  showing  how  many  people 
have  been  put  to  work  through  the  Employment 
Bureau  in  the  last  year. 

Coun.    DOWD— Mr.   President,   I   might  state 
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that  I  wouldn't  even  read  a  report  they  would 
make  on  the  matter,  because  i  know  that  99  per 
'  cent  of  the  cases  are  fakes. 

Coun.  KELLY — Well,  Mr.  President,  there  is  one 
thing  in  connection  with  the  Employment  Bureau 
which  must  stand  in  my  mind,  and  that  is  that  60 
per  cent  of  the  people  put  to  work  are  placed  at 
work  in  the  City  Hospital.  I  will  agree  that  the 
60  per  cent  so  placed  could  be  taken  care  of,  and 
perhaps  more  properly  by  some  executive  in  the 
City  Hospital.  But  what  about  the  other  40  per 
cent  that  the  Employment  Bureau  have  put  to 
work?  In  that  40  per  cent  there  may  be  some  of 
my  constituents,  but  undoubtedly  very  few. 
However,  if  this  Employment  Bureau  did  not 
exist  those  people  who  have  been  placed  at  work 
would  not  have  the  jobs  they  have  today.  I  must 
say,  therefore,  as  a  matter  of  public  record  that  I 
must  vote  to  continue  in  existence  this  Employ- 
ment Bureau. 

The  question  came  on  Coun.  Norton's  motion 
to  strike  out  $3,000  and  substitute  in  place  thereof 
$7,000,  and  Coun.  DOWD  called  for  the  yeas  and 
nays. 

Coun.  Norton's  motion  prevailed,  yeas  17,  nays 
— Coun.  Curtis,  Dowd — 2. 

The  order  as  amended  was  passed,  yeas  19, 
nays —  Coun.  Dowd — 1. 

3.  Report  on  order  (referred  December  21)  on 
petition  of  Governor  Square  Associates  that  name 
of  intersection  of  Commonwealth  avenue  and 
Beacon  street  is  hereby  changed  from  Governor 
square  to  Kenmore  square, — that  same  ought  to 
pass. 

Report  accepted;  said  order  passed. 


ACCEPTANCE   OF   COURT   HOUSE   ACT. 

Coun.  FITZGERALD  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  chapter  384  of  the  Acts  of  1931, 
entitled  "An  Act  to  Provide  Additional  Court 
House  Accommodations  and  Facilities  for  the 
Courts  and  other  Officials  in  the  County  of  Suf- 
folk,"   be,    and    the    same    hereby,    is,    accepted. 

The  question  came  on  suspending  the  rule  and 
passing  the  order. 

Coun.  FITZGERALD— Mr.  President,  I  want 
to  say  in  reference  to  this  matter,  which  has  already 
been  threshed  out  in  this  body,  that  unless  this 
acfis  accepted  by  December  31  it  becomes  null 
and  void. 

Coun.  CURTIS— Mr.  President,  this  act  in 
executive  session  was  laid  on  the  table.  I  know 
of  nothing  I  can  say  that  will  change  the  probable 
action  of  the  body,  but  I  think  everybody  will 
admit  that  better  facilities  are  needed  at  the 
Court  House  for  some  of  the  most  important 
functions  of  government, — including  not  only  the 
course  of  justice,  but  the  Registry  of  Probate 
and  the  Registry  of  Deeds.  There  has  been 
agitation  for  these  additional  accommodations  for 
years,  and  we  have  now  before  us  a  perfectly  fair 
act  that  splits  the  cost  of  construction  70  per  cent 
for  the  city  and  30  per  cent  for  the  state.  I  think 
most  people  will  agree  that  that  is  a  fair  arrange- 
ment. I  believe  this  body  will  be  preventing 
necessary  progress  of  the  city  and\  state  by  oppos- 
ing this  measure,  and  I  believe  the  act  should  be 
accepted. 

Coun.  RUBY — Mr.  President,  I  cannot  help 
rising  to  oppose  the  acceptance  of  this  act.  The 
act  is  not  new  to  the  majority  of  the  members  of 
the  body.  In  1929,  an  act  similar  to  the  present 
act  was  passed  by  the  then  Legislature  and  pre- 
sented to  the  members  of  the  Boston  City  Council 
for  acceptance.  At  that  time  the  act  stipulated 
the  division  of  the  cost  of  construction  on  the  basis 
of  80  per  cent  to  the  city  and  20  per  cent  to  the 
state.  Bearing  in  mind  that  the  City  of  Boston 
will  be  obligated  to  its  share  of  the  proportion  of 
the  cost  to  the  state,  it  would  have  cost  the  City 
of  Boston  82  per  cent  of  the  total  cost.  It  was 
contended  at  that  time  by  at  least  a  majority 
of  the  members  of  the  Council  that  it  was  not  fair 
and,  if  my  memory  serves  me  right,  the  former 
Mayor  of  Boston  secured  from  a  committee  or  a 
group  in  authority  in  the  Legislature  a  change 
in  the  basis,  which  it  was  thought  would  be  equi- 
table, of  65-35.  The  bill  making  that  apportion- 
ment went  in  to  the  committee  of  the  Legislature 
on  the  65-35  basis  and  came  out  on  a  70-30  basis, 
which  meant  to  the  City  of  Boston  a  difference 
of  over  a  quarter  of  a  million  dollars.  We  now 
have  before  us  the  bill  passed  by  the  present  Legis- 
ature  on  the  basis  of  70-30,  which  would  cost  the 
City  of  Boston  70  per  cent  of  the  total  amount  for 


construction    of    the    $5,000,000    state's    project. 
There  is  nothing  in   the  act   to  provide   for  the 
maintenance  of  the  Court  House  when  it  is  con- 
structed, and  his  Honor  the  Mayor  in  a  letter  made 
public  through  the  press  of  Boston,  stated  that  he 
simply    wanted   from   those   in   authority    in    the 
Legislature — the  Speaker  of  the  House,  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  Senate  and  his  Excellency  the  Governor 
of    the    Commonwealth — a    reasonable    assurance 
that   a   fair   proportion   of   the   maintenance   cost 
would  be  borne  by  the  state.     Up  to  the  present 
time,    I    contend,    Mr.    President,    that   we   have 
nothing  that  sounds  like  an  assurance  from  any 
one  of  the  three  honorable  gentlemen  referred  to 
that  they  are  willing  to  guarantee  or  express  their 
personal  opinion,  if  you  please,  that  some  part  of 
the  expense  of  maintenance  of  that  building  will 
be  borne  by  the  Commonwealth.     I  agree,  as  a 
member  of  the  bar,  that  facilities  such  as  would  be 
furnished  by  extension  of  Court  House  accommoda- 
tions are  necessary,   that  the  present  building  is 
inadequate  and  that  we  ought  not  to  stand  in  the 
way  of   the  construction  of   that  building.     But, 
unfortunately,  this  is  the  last  meeting  of  the  pres- 
ent City  Council  which  can  deal  with  this  matter, 
and,  unfortunately  also,  for  thrse  who  want  to  see 
this  measure  pushed  through  at  this  time  there  is 
nothing    in    the    cry    of    relieving    unemployment 
by  accepting  this  act,  because  every  sane,  sensible 
member  of  this  body,  Mr.  President,  knows  that  if 
we  accept  the  act  today,  it  will  be  almost  two  years 
before  a  single  individual  will  be  employed  in  the 
construction  of  this  building  or  group  of  buildings, 
because   there   must   be   a   commission   appointed 
consisting  of  one  member  appointed  by  the  Mayor, 
one  by  his  Excellency  the  Governor  and  one  by  the 
Chief  Justice  of  the  Supreme  Court.     They  will  sit 
as  a  commission  for  the  taking  of  land  either  by 
purchase  or  by  eminent  domain.     They  must  de- 
cide, also,  where  the  location  is  to  be.     Of  course, 
the  act  provides  that  those  who  are  going  to  pass 
upon  the  matter  may  take  at  least  a  reasonable 
amount  of  time.     It  is  not  fair  to  attempt  to  push 
this  through  at  this  meeting.     Up  to  the  present 
time  the  City  of  Boston  has  not  received  a  fair 
and  square  deal  from  the  Legislature.     Neither  is 
there  any  occasion  for  immediately  accepting  the 
act.     The  Legislature  comes  in  on  the  first  Wednes- 
day in  January,  in  a  very  few  days,  and  a  new  bill 
can  then  be  presented,  on  a  70-30  percentage  basis, 
if  you   please,   for   construction  and  a  reasonable 
proportion  for  maintenance.     Those  provisions  can 
be  inserted  in  the  bill,  and  it  can  be  passed  imme- 
diately by  the  Legislature,  being  construed  as  an 
emergency   measure,    and   can    be   signed   by   his 
Excellency   the  Governor.     We   can   thus   have  a 
new  bill  back  for  vote  of  this  body  before  our  final 
meeting  in  January.     It  can  then  be  passed  with- 
out any  harm  to  a  single  individual  and  without 
impeding  the  progress  of  construction  of  this  build- 
ing.    In  spite  of  the  fact,  that  we  got  the  bill  in 
August,   we  are  just  asked  to  pass  on  it.     Why 
have  not  the  advocates  of  the  construction  of  this 
building  in  accordance  witli  the  act  been  a  little 
more  pressing,  acting  before  the  last  of  December, 
so  that  we  might  consider  it  before  our  very  last 
session?     Why  did  they  not  ask  us  to  take  care 
of  this   thing  in  August,   September,   October   or 
November  this  year,  instead  of  allowing  it  to  go 
oyer  to  the  last  meeting  of  the  present  City  Coun- 
cil?    I  am  not  yet  ready  to  agree  that  Boston  is 
getting  a  square  deal  in  the  apportionment  of  the 
expense  of  construction.     But  1  might  yield,  even 
thinking  that  we  should  get  better  than  a  70-30 
percentage   basis   on    division,    if    I    thought    the 
Commonwealth  was  going  to  bear  its  proportionate 
share  of  maintenance.     I  still  maintain  that,  while 
this   bill   calls   for   enlarging   the   quarters   of   the 
Municipal,    Civil   and   Criminal   Courts   and   the 
clerks'   offices,  and  the  District  Attorney's  office, 
the  building  is  being  built  primarily  to  enlarge  the 
facilities  of  the  Supreme  Court,  which  is  a  state 
function,  the  probationary  department,  which  is  a 
state  function,  the  Land  Court,  which  is  a  state 
function,  and  the  Social  Law  Library.     Not  only 
is  that  a  state  function,  but  even  members  of  the 
Boston  Bar  are  precluded  from  admission   there 
unless  they  are  members  of  the  library,  although 
we  members  of  the  Council  annually  vote  $1,000 
and   a   contribution   towards   the   maintenance   oi 
that   private   enterprise,    something    for    which    I 
have  never  yet  been  able  to  see  the  reason  or  the 
justification.     Nevertheless,  we  are  voting  $1,000 
a  year  to  maintain  the  Social  Law  Library.     So 
there  are  several  functions  which  are  state  functions 
in  their  scope  and  from  which  the  state  generally 
is   going  to  derive  the  greatest  amount  of  benefit. 
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And  might  I  say,  while  speaking  on  this  matter, 
that,  instead  of  this  building  going  through  in  its 
present  form,  why  did  not  the  Legislature  pass 
the  act  providing  for  the  construction  of  a  Supreme 
Court  on  its  own  grounds,  if  you  please,  instead  of 
sending  this  legislation  to  us?  I  believe  there  is 
justification  for  holding  it  up,  and  as  a  member  of 
the  bar  I  am  willing  to  stand  on  my  vote,  because 
of  my  obligation  as  a  member  of  the  City  Council 
to  see  that  the  City  of  Boston  is  not  constantly 
burdened  with  additional  unjustifiable  expenses. 
I  might  enlighten  some  of  the  new  members  of  the 
Boston  City  Council  who  were  not  here  when  we 
voted  on  the  proposition  in  1929  by  saying  that 
we  still  owe  $210,000  on  the  original  cost  of  the 
present  Court  House,  somewhere  around  1885  or 
1887,  and  that  we  still  owe  several  hundred  thous- 
sand  dollars  on  the  improvements  made  since  1887, 
when  the  building  was  increased  in  size  and  the 
facilities  were  increased.  At  this  time,  the  tax- 
payers of  Boston  ought  not  to  be  burdened  with 
this  large  amount  unless  we  know  that  at  least 
some  part  of  the  maintenance  cost  is  going  to  be 
shared  by  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts, 
as  it  should  be  shared,  and  as  I  understand  it  has 
been  agreed  that  it  ought  to  be.  I  say  again,  Mr. 
President,  that  no  harm  will  be  done,  with  all  due 
respect  to  the  gentlemen  who  feel  that  it  might  be, 
if  this  measure  is  defeated  and  we  get  a  just  and 
equitable  measure  from  the  Legislature.  I  remem- 
ber that  two  years  ago  we  were  told  in  this  very 
body  by  members  who  felt  that  they  had  had 
experience  with  the  work  of  the  Legislature  that 
if  we  did  not  pass  the  bill  at  that  time  they  would 
take  away  the  right  of  acceptance  of  such  meas- 
ures from  us.  They  have  not  done  it  yet,  and  I 
wouldn't  care  if  they  did  so  on  a  measure  of  this 
kind,  because  they  are  foisting  something  on  the 
citizens  of  Boston  which  is  not  equitable,  which  is 
not  justifiable.  I  tell  you,  Mr.  President,  that 
they  will  not  take  any  such  action  against  us 
up  there.  They  will  simply  pass  the  buck  right 
back  to  us  on  this  and  other  matters.  For  these 
reasons,  I  am  going  to  vote  against  the  act  in  its 
present  form. 

Coun.  LYNCH — Mr.  President,  I  move  that  the 
matter  lie  on  the  table. 

President  McGRATH — Councilor  Lynch  moves 
that  the  matter  lie  on  the  table. 

Several  members  addressed  the  Chair. 

President  McGRATH — The  motion  to  lay  on 
the  table  is  not  debatable. 

The  motion  to  lay  on  the  table  was  declared 
carried.  Coun.  FITZGERALD  doubted  the  vote 
and  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays. 

The  motion  to  lay  on  the  table  prevailed,  yeas 
12,  nays  8: 

Yeas — Coun.  Bush,  Cox,  Donovan,  Dowd,  Fish, 
Gallagher,  Gleason,  Kelly,  Lynch,  McGrath, 
Murray,  Ruby — 12. 

Nays — Coun.  Arnold,  Curtis,  Englert,  Fitzgerald, 
Green,  Norton,  Power,  Wilson — 8. 

Coun.  NORTON— Mr.  President,  I  move  a 
reconsideration. 

President  McGRATH — The  only  motion  in 
order  is  to  take  from  the  table,  and  that  motion  is 
not  debatable. 

Coun.  NORTON— Mr.  President,  I  ask  unani- 
mous consent  to  make  a  statement. 

President  McGRATH — If  there  is  no  objection, 
the  councilor  may  proceed. 

Coun.  NORTON— Mr.  President,  I  think  if  we 
lay  this  on  the  table  and  the  matter  is  allowed  to 
go  over,  it  may  mean  a  delay  of  not  only  two  years 
but  perhaps  of  four  or  five  years.  The  Legislature, 
too,  is  all-powerful  and  can  take  away  all  power 
from  the  City  Council  in  this  matter.  As  for  the 
fairness  of  the  proposition  both  to  the  Common- 
wealth and  the  city,  I  might  say  that,  while  the 
matter  was  under  discussion,  it  was  called  to  the 
attention  of  one  of  the  deans  of  the  bar,  Herbert 
Parker,  and  he  said  that  in  his  opinion  it  was  a 
fair  contract  between  the  city  and  the  state,  that 
the  City  of  Boston  needed  this  new  courthouse, 
and  that  he  favored  the  passage  of  the  order. 
There  is  the  opinion  of  a  man  who  stands  high  in 
this  Commonwealth,  a  leader  of  the  bar,  a  man  of 
many  years'  experience  at  the  bar  and  in  public 
life,  revered  by  the  people  of  this  state  and  an 
ex-Attorney  General  of  the  Commonwealth.  I 
would  also  refer  to  the  fact  that  the  Chief  Justice 
of  the  Boston  Municipal  Court  after  a  minute 
analysis  of  the  contract  believes  that  the  city  is 
receiving  its  just  deserts  in  this  matter.  That 
being  so,  I  would  certainly  trust  that  the  act  might 
be  accepted  at  this  time,  instead  of  being  defeated, 
and  having  the  matter  sent  back  to  the  Legislature 


for  renewed  enactment.  Certainly  this  is  a  time 
when  we  should  look  favorably  upon  such  matters, 
a  time  when  we  are  asked  by  the  organized  trades 
of  Boston  to  paBS  the  bill  in  order  as  soon  as  possible 
to  place  some  one  at  work  on  this  great  edifice. 
Coun.  FITZGERALD  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  chapter  384  of  the  Acts  of  1931 
is  hereby  accepted. 

President  McGRATH.  The  Chair  will  have  to 
rule  the  order  out  of  order.  It  has  been  once 
acted  upon. 


DATA    IN    RE    CITY     AUTOMOBILES. 

Coun.  LYNCH  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  requested 
to  furnish  the  City  Council  with  the  name,  type, 
model,  original  cost  and  present  approximate 
value  of  all  city-owned  automobiles  that  are  to  be 
sold  or  traded  in,  also  the  names  of  the  depart- 
ments that  are  to  be  deprived  of  the  use  of  their 
machines. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


MARRIED  WOMEN  WORKING  IN  MUNIC- 
IPAL EMPLOYMENT  BUREAU. 

Coun.  NORTON  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  requested 
to  consider  the  advisability  of  discharging  married 
women  now  working  at  the  Municipal  Employ- 
ment Bureau  whose  husbands  are  regularly  em- 
ployed by  the  City  of  Boston  and  check  up  on  the 
ability  and  service  of  the  personnel  there  employed. 

The  rule  was  suspended  and  the  order  was  passed. 

Coun.  NORTON— Mr.  President,  I  am  in  favor 
of  cleaning  out  the  whole  office  down  there  if  it  is 
as  the  colleague  from  Roxbury  (Coun.  Dowd) 
states,  and  I  am  inclined  to  think  he  is  right. 
But,  as  regards  refusing  an  appropriation  to  the 
employment  bureau  because  there  may  be  one  or 
two  married  women  employed  whose  husbands  are 
also  well  employed,  I  cannot  see  the  justice  of  that. 

President    McGRATH — The    order    has    been 


Coun.  DOWD— Mr.  President. 

President  McGRATH — For  what  purpose  does 
the  gentleman  rise? 

Coun.  DOWD — I  would  ask  unanimous  consent 
to  make  a  statement.  I  simply  wish  to  state  that 
this  is  a  very  poor  time  for  the  councilor  to  agree 
with  me,  after  the  appropriation  has  been  put  in 
and  he  has  voted  for  it. 


TRAFFIC   CONTROL   SIGNAL,   WARD  11. 

Coun.  ENGLERT  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,     That      the     Traffic      Commission     bo 
requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  install 
an  automatic  traffic  control  signal  at  South  street 
and  the  Arborway,  Ward  11. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


THE   NEXT   MEETING. 

Coun.  RUBY — Mr.  President,  I  move  that 
when  the  Council  adjourns  it  be  to  meet  on  Satur- 
day next  at  eleven  o'clock. 

Coun.  WILSON — Mr.  President,  I  move  as  an 
amendment  that  the  Council  meet  on  Thursday, 
December  31,  at  two  o'clock,  having  in  mind  that 
there  may  still  be  some  chance  to  remedy  the 
Court  House  situation  in  Boston. 

President  McGRATH — The  question  first  comes 
on  the  longest  time. 

Coun.  FITZGERALD— Mr.  President,  do  I 
understand  the  motion  made  by  Councilor  Wilson 
to  be  that  when  the  Council  adjourns  it  be  to 
meet  on  Thursday,  December  31? 

President  McGRATH— Yes,  Thursday,  Decem- 
ber 31. 

Coun.  FITZGERALD— Mr.  President,  I  sin- 
cerely hope  the  motion  made  by  Councilor  Wilson 
will  pass.  If  we  are  going  to  do  anything  on  the 
Court  House  it  will  have  to  be  done  by  December 
31.  No  words  of  mine,  of  course,  will  probably 
change  the  minds  of  the  Council,  and  when  I 
wished  an  opportunity  to  speak  on  the  question 
some  very  distinguished  gentlemen  in  the  Council 
saw  fit  to  shut  me  off.  Of  course,  that  may  be 
all  right.     These  sharp  tricks  sometimes  work  for 
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a  time.  But  when  there  are  matters  of  great 
importance  at  stake  members  should  not_  be 
deprived  of  the  privilege  of  debate.  That  is  a 
very  small  thing  to  do.  However,  some  of  the 
rest  of  us  will  probably  live  through  it.  The 
point  that  has  been  made  on  the  Court  House 
proposition,  however,  in  favoring  the  defeat  of 
acceptance  of  the  act,  is  the  most  ridiculous  I  ever 
heard. 

Coun.  RUBY — Mr.  President,  I  rise  to  a  point 
of  order,  that  we  are  on  the  question  of  meeting 
on  December  31,  not  adopting  the  Court  House 
Act,  and  I  think  the  gentleman  from  Ward  3 
(Coun.  Fitzgerald)  should  be  sufficiently  familiar 
with  parliamentary  procedure  to  know  that  he 
ought  to  confine  himself  to  that  question,  and 
that  alone. 

Coun.  FITZGERALD— Mr.  President.  I  cannot 
agree  with  the  Chair.  The  motion  of  Councilor 
Wilson,  as  I  understood  it,  was  that  we  adjourn 
to  December  31  for  the  purpose  of  acting  on  the 
Court  House  order. 

President  McGRATH— The  Chair  understood 
that  the  motion  made  by  Councilor  Ruby  was  to 
adjourn  until  Saturday,  and  that  the  motion  made 
by  Coun.  Wilson  was  that  we  meet  instead  on 
December  31,  Thursday. 

Coun.  FITZGERALD— But  the  reason  given 
was  consideration  of  the  Court  House  order. 

President  McGRATH — That  was  not  a  part  cf 
the  motion,  as  the  Chair  understood  it. 

Coun.  WILSON — Yes,  Mr.  President,  in  order 
to  take  ud  the  Court  House  matter. 

President  McGRATH— That  was  the  reason, 
but  not  a  part  of  the  motion.  The  motion  was 
to  amend  the  motion  of  Councilor  Ruby  so  that 
the  Council  would  meet  on  December  31  instead 
of  on  Saturdav,  and  the  motion  that  we  inert 
on  Saturday,  being  for  the  longer  time,  is  the 
motion  before  the  house. 


Coun.  FITZGERALD— Mr.  President,  while 
there  is  something  that  I  would  like  to  say,  it 
evidently  would  not  move  the  members  of  the 
Council  at  this  time.  But  there  will  be  another 
time,  and  I  will  have  my  say,  and  perhaps  some 
won't  like  it. 

President  McGRATH — The  question  is  on 
Councilor  Ruby's  motion  that  when  we  adjourn 
it  be  to  meet  on  Saturday  next  at  eleven  o'clock. 

Coun.  CURTIS— Mr.  President,  shouldn't  we 
vote  on  the  amendment  first? 

President  McGRATH— The  Chair  will  state 
that  under  the  rules  the  longest  time  comes  first. 
Those  in  favor  of  adjourning  to  Saturday,  January 
2,  will  please  rise.  (A  number  did  so.)  Those 
opposed  to  meeting  on  Saturday,  January  2,  will 
please  rise.  iA  number  did  so.)  The  motion 
is  lost.  The  question  now  comes  on  the  motion 
offered  by  Councilor  Wilson,  that  when  the 
Council  adjourn  it  be  to  meet  on  Thursday  next 
at  two  o'clock  p.  m. 

Coun.  Wilson's  motion  was  lost  by  a  rising  vote, 
8  to  9. 

President  McGRATH— The  Chair  will  now 
entertain  a  motion. 

Coun.  RUBY — Mr.  President,  I  now  move 
that  when  we  adjourn  it  be  to  meet  at  eleven 
o'clock  on  Saturdav.  January  2. 

Coun.  NORTON— Mr.  President,  is  it  within 
the  power  of  the  Mayor,  if  we  pass  this  motion,  to 
call  a  meeting  for  December  31? 

President  McGRATH— It  is. 

Coun.  NORTON — And  how  much  notice  is 
required? 

President  McGR.-' TH— Twenty-four  hours' 
notice. 

Coun.  Ruby's  motion,  that  when  the  Council 
adjourn  it  be  to  meet  on  Saturday,  January  2,  at 
11  a.  m.,  was  carried. 

Adjourned,  at  5.05  p.  m.,  to  meet  on  Saturday, 
January  2,  1032,  at  11  a.  m. 
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Proceedings  of  City  Council. 


Thursday,  December  31,   1931. 

Adjourned  meeting  of  the  City  Council,  in 
the  Council  Chamber,  City  Hall,  at  12.30  p.  m., 
President  McGRATH  in  the  chair  and  all 
members    present. 

The  clerk  read  the  call  for  the  meeting,  as 
follows : 

City   of    Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  December  29,  1931. 
To  the  Members  of  the   City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — You  are  hereby  requested  to 
assemble  in  the  City  Council  Chamber,  City 
Hall,  upon  Thursday,  December  31,  at  12.30 
p.  m.,  for  the  purpose  of  considering  and  tak- 
ing action  on  the  order  for  the  acceptance  of 
the  legislation  authorizing  an  extension  to 
the    Suffolk    County    Courthouse. 

This  meeting  is  called  at  the  request  of 
the  Bar  Association  and  members  of  the 
judiciary,  who  desire  an  opportunity  to  appear 
before  your  honorable  body  in  support  of  the 
legislation. 

Respectfully, 
James   M.   Curley,   Mayor. 

The   call    was    placed    on    file. 

Coun.  KELLY — Mr.  President,  I  move  you, 
sir,  that  we  now  adjourn,  take  a  recess  in 
Executive  Committee  and  vote  on  the  ad- 
visability of  hearing  those  in  favor  of  the 
new   courthouse   and   those   opposed. 

Coun.  Kelly's  motion  was  carried,  and  the 
Council  voted  at  12.40  p.  m.  to  take  a  recess, 
subject  to  the  call   of  the   Chair. 

The  members  reassembled  in  the  Council 
Chamber  and  were  called  to  order  by  Presi- 
dent   McGRATH    at    4.54    p.    m. 

Coun.  GALLAGHER,  for  the  Executive 
Committee,  submitted  a  report  on  the  order 
for  the  acceptance  of  the  legislation  authoriz- 
ing an  extension  to  the  Suffolk  County  Court- 
house,— that  said  order  ought  not  to   pass. 

The  report  was  accepted  and  the  question 
came   on  the   passage   of   the   order. 

Coun.  FITZGERALD— Mr.  President,  I 
would  ask  the  attention  of  the  Council  for 
a  very  few  moments.  This  question  has  been 
before  the  Executive  Committee  and  we  have 
spent  the  greater  part  of  the  afternoon  listen- 
ing to  different  people.  The  courthouse,  if 
built,  will  be  in  the  district  that  I  have  the 
pleasure  of  representing.-  I  sincerely  hope  the 
Council  may  see  its  way  clear  to  voting  for 
the  proposition,  which  has  been  agitated  for 
twelve  years.  I  have  always  been  interested 
in  the  matter  and  have  for  years  favored  the 
project.  It  is  no  secret  that  I  appeared 
before  the  Committee  on  Ways  and  Means  of 
the  Legislature  when  the  bill  was  up  for 
passage  and  opposed  the  provision  that  would 
bring  it  for  approval  before  the  Boston  City 
Council,  and  at  that  time  I  predicted  that  it 
would  not  pass  this  body.  Let  me  say  at 
this  time  that  I  own  no  property  there  and 
have  no  interest  in  property  in  that  vicinity. 
I  would  not  be  ashamed  to  admit  that  I  own 
property  there  if  it  were  a  fact,  but  would 
be  very  thankful  if  I  did,  because  it  is  no 
crime  to  own  property.  But  the  fact  is  that 
I  own  no  property  whatever  in  that  vicinity. 
It  will  be  found,  I  think,  upon  investigation 
that  the  property  in  the  vicinity  has  been 
owned  by  those  who  own  it  today  for  a  long 
period  of  years.  It  is  regrettable  that  that 
sort  of  thing  was  brought  into  the  question. 
The  matter  of  the  state  paying  a  certain 
proportion  of  the  cost  of  maintenance  has 
been  brought  in.  That,  however,  I  feel  is  a 
thing    that    can    be    readily    straightened    out 


later  on.  Now,  I  don't  blame  members  for 
having  different  opinions  upon  this  matter. 
My  position,  however,  has  been  the  same  for 
twelve  years,  and  I  certainly  feel  that  it 
would  be  regrettable  if  we  should  adjourn 
without  passing  this  order,  especially  when 
we  consider  how  important  it  is  that  we  have 
a  new  courthouse.  Ours  is  the  only  county 
of  the  Commonwealth  that  stands  in  this  pre- 
dicament. In  other  counties  the  County  Com- 
missioners have  charge  of  the  building  of 
courthouses  and  registries  of  probate  and  of 
deeds.  But  our  courthouse  is  really  a  Boston 
institution.  Now,  let  us  take  the  situation  as 
we  find  it,  Mr.  President.  Downtown  property 
in  Boston  is  sick,  sick  unto  death.  We  know 
what  this  will  mean  to  surrounding  property 
there.  I  warn  the  members  from  Dorchester, 
I  warn  the  members  from  West  Roxbury  and 
from  Brighton,  that  the  City  of  Boston  has 
got  to  find  money  to  keep  this  court  machinery 
moving,  and  certainly  has  got  to  do  something 
to  improve  things  with  downtown  property 
going  as  it  is.  On  Leverett  street,  within  a 
stone's  throw  of  where  it  is  proposed  to  spend 
this  $5,000,000,  within  a  few  days  the  build- 
ings on  sixteen  parcels  of  real  estate  are  to 
be  torn  to  the  ground,  because  the  people  can- 
not afford  to  pay  the  taxes  on  the  buildings 
and  desire  to  relieve  themselves  of  the  burdens 
they  are  now  under  in  that  respect,  simply 
holding  the  property  for  its  land  value.  The 
Palace  Theater  within  a  few  months  has  been 
torn  to  the  ground,  and  the  building  next 
door,  assessed  for  $250,000,  has  been  razed 
to  the  ground,  the  property  to  be  used  for 
parking  space.  That  is  what  is  happening 
within  a  stone's  throw  of  where  it  is  proposed 
to  place  this  building.  Let  us  use  common 
sense  in  these  matters,  Mr.  President  and 
gentlemen.  You  have  got  to  do  something  to 
improve  real  estate  in  the  heart  of  the  city. 
This  sort  of  thing  I  am  telling  you  of  has 
been  going  on,  and  there  is  the  large  number 
of  abatements  on  Hanover  street.  Something 
has  got  to  be  done,  and  if  this  courthouse  is 
built  it  will  help  to  improve  property  in  the 
vicinity  and  keep  values  up.  I  realize  that 
no  words  of  mine  will  have  any  effect  on  the 
action  taken  upon  this  order.  Other  members 
here  take  the  same  position  that  I  do.  Councilor 
Wilson  of  Dorchester  has  been  vitally  interested 
in  having  something  of  this  sort  done  ever 
since  he  has  been  in  the  Council.  We  have 
tried  to  get  the  members  of  the  City  Council 
to  act  favorably  upon  the  proposition,  and 
have  got  nowhere.  That  has  been  the  history 
of  the  thing  for  years,  from  A  to  Z.  I  have 
felt  that  I  should  say  what  I  had  here  today, 
because  many  people  seem  to  have  believed 
that  I  was  personally  interested.  My  interest 
is  purely  that  of  one  who  wishes  to  see 
something  done  that  will  be  for  the  benefit 
of  the  city.  Once  again,  I  say  that  I  am  not 
interested  in  any  land  in  the  vicinity,  and 
only   wish   that   I   were. 

Coun.  CURTIS— Mr.  President,  I  have  al- 
ready expressed  my  views  on  this  measure  and 
shall  not  take  any  length  of  time  to  do  so 
again.  But  there  is  one  thing  I  would  like 
to  say.  There  has  been  some  effort  made  to 
question  the  motives  of  those  who  are  for  or 
against  this  measure.  I  believe  any  such  talk 
as  that  is  utterly  out  of  place.  We  have  be- 
fore us  here  an  important  question,  with  large 
problems  involved.  We  do  not  want  a  snap 
judgment,  and  I  believe  that  those  colleagues 
who  have  thrown  light  on  the  problem  before 
us  are  entitled  to  the  thanks  of  the  community. 
Certainly,  the  questioning  of  motives  is  out 
of  place,  and  I  deprecate  it.  I  respect  the 
sincerity  of  every  objection  that  has  been 
raised,  but  I  think  those  objections  have  been 
satisfactorily  and  completely  answered.  There 
is  certainly  no  doubt  that  the  city  needs  new 
courthouse  facilities.  Now  is  the  time  to  act 
on  the  matter.  Sometimes  when  you  wait  and 
try  to  get  a  thing  perfected,  you  lose  out 
in  the  end.  I  believe  the  last  three  speakers 
in  the  executive  session  indicated  the  way  that 
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the  thing  would  probably  go  if  it  was  thrown 
back  into  the  Legislature.  If  that  is  done, 
we  don't  know  what  will  come  out,  we  are 
delaying  the  thing  for  years.  So  let  us  give 
the  people  of  the  city  a  proper  courthouse, 
worthy  of  the  traditions  of  the  city  and  of 
modern  ideas  of  mercy  and  justice.  I  believe 
if  we  pass  this  order  today,  and  several  years 
later  find  a  beautiful  addition  to  the  court- 
house, each  one  of  us  will  have  in  his  mind 
the   idea,    "Well   done!" 

Coun.  RUBY — Mr.  President,  I  appreciate  the 
fact  that  the  hour  is  late,  but  I  do  think  the 
position  of  those  opposed  to  the  present  act 
ought  to  be  briefly  stated.  I  know  we  all  ap- 
preciate and  are  thankful  for  the  fact  that  we 
had  with  us  in  executive  session  today  men,  to 
my  mind,  of  the  highest  type  of  citizenry  in  the 
Commonwealth,  and  I  believe,  regardless  of  the 
ultimate  result  of  the  act,  we  have  certainly 
benefited  at  least  by  the  opinion  of  men  of 
the  type  of  the  Hon.  Herbert  Parker,  William 
Flaherty  and  Charles  S.  Rackemann,  who  have 
stated  in  an  outspoken  way  their  attitude  in 
reference  to  this  courthouse  act.  Chief  Justice 
Bolster  and  others  who  spoke  this  afternoon, 
as  well  as  the  others  I  have  just  named,  were 
free  in  their  criticism  of  the  act,  while  taking 
the  ground  that  we  need  an  additional  court- 
house. I  believe  their  view  is  shared  by  every 
member  of  this  body,  but  still  the  fact  re- 
mains that  several  of  those  estimable  gentle- 
men gave  it  as  their  opinion  that  under  the 
act  the  City  of  Boston  was  paying  more  than 
it  should,  one  of  them  at  least  stating  that 
if  the  sharing  of  the  burden  of  construction 
was  a  50-50  proposition,  Boston  would  be  get- 
ting only  a  fair  deal.  Another  of  the  estim- 
able gentlemen  took  the  same  stand  that  he 
did  in  1929,  when  he  was  quoted  publicly 
through  the  press  of  Boston  as  having  said 
it  would  be  unfair  to  ask  Boston  to  pay  more 
than  two  thirds  of  the  cost  of  construction. 
So  I  think  it  is  rather  peculiar  for  men  of 
that  type  to  ask  us  to  pass  this  act  with  the 
idea  that  we  can  then  depend  on  the  Legis- 
lature of  1932>  to  give  Boston  a  square  deal 
in  the  matter  of  proportion  of  maintenance. 
When  they  were  asked  point  blank,  however,  to 
say  what  they  really  thought  would  happen, 
they  did  not  dare  to  forecast  what  might 
happen.  Mr.  President,  I  don't  think  we  ought 
to  fear  the  result  of  defeating  this  order 
today.  If  the  bill  is  a  fair  one,  if  the  pro- 
portion of  70-30  is  fair  for  construction  as 
between  the  city  and  the  state,  it  ought  not 
to  take  long  to  get  back  from  the  Legislature 
a  bill  fixing  the  proportion  of  the  maintenance 
charge  on  that  same  70-30  ratio.  The  Leg- 
islature convenes  next  week,  and  a  bill  similar 
to  the  one  we  have  now,  with  an  additional 
section  taking  care  of  the  maintenance  charge, 
could  be  put  in,  immediately  sent  to  committee, 
acted  upon  in  the  Legislature,  and  brought 
back  to  this  body  not  later  than  February  1. 
I  remember  back  in  1929,  with  all  due  respect 
to  the  councilor  from  Ward  3  (Coun.  Fitz- 
gerald), the  position  he  took  at  that  time.  He 
claimed  at  the  time  when  the  acceptance  of 
the  act  was  being  debated  here  that  if  we 
did  not  accept  the  80-20  proposition,  we  would 
not  have  a  chance  in  the  world  to  ever  get 
a  better  bill,  that  if  the  matter  were  sent 
back  to  the  Legislature  it  would  never  give 
us  again  anything  better  or  even  as  good,  that 
our  vote  defeating  it  would  be  a  decisive  vote, 
so  far  as  we  were  concerned,  against  the  in- 
terests of  the  City  of  Boston.  Now,  let  us 
be  fair  with  each  other.  We  did  get  another 
bill  back  from  the  Legislature,  saving  the  City 
of  Boston  $500,000,  because  it  came  back  on 
a  70-30  per  cent  basis.  We  are  now  simply 
asking  that  a  fair  proportion  of  the  mainte- 
nance charge  be  taken  care  of  by  the  state. 
I  don't  think  anybody  here  can  be  criticized 
for  that  attitude.  I  do  not  believe  in  putting 
the  oairt  before  the  horse.  We  ought  not  to 
be  asked  to  pass  this  order  before  us  and  then 
go  to  the  Legislature  and  ask  for  remedial 
legislation.  I  think  the  entire  project  ought 
to  be  settled  through  one  bill.  If  the  pro- 
ponents of  this  measure — and  they  are  prom- 
inent  men   in  the  community — will   go   to   the 


Legislature  with  the  kind  of  bill  that  will 
not  only  be  fair  to  the  state  but  to  the  city, 
we  can  have  the  proper  sort  of  bill  passed, 
and  have  that  measure  brought  before  us 
again  in  a  short  time.  I  want  to  remind  the 
members  of  the  Council  that  we  are  still 
paying  $1,200,000  for  the  construction  of  the 
courthouse  in  Pemberton  square,  and  we  have 
no  right  to  further  burden  the  city  at  this 
time  unless  we  are  satisfied  that  Boston  is 
getting  a  fair  deal.  Nobody  denies  that  we 
need  an  addition  to  the  courthouse,  and  I 
was  in  hope  when  the  bill  came  in  that  it 
would  carry  with  it  the  tearing  down  of  the 
present  structure  and  putting  in  place  thereof 
a  new  building,  because  I  am  of  the  opinion 
that  a  reconstructed  building  in  the  end  costs 
more  than  a  new  building.  That  seems  to  be 
always  the  result  of  such  work,  not  only  in 
our  city  but  in  every  city  in  the  country. 
Nevertheless,  if  we  are  going  to  spend  mil- 
lions on  construction,  we  ought  at  least  to 
have  a  fair  arrangement  for  maintenance. 
For  1931  we  appropriated  $278,000  for  main- 
tenance of  the  present  courthouse,  and  I  am 
informed  on  reliable  authority  that  if  this 
$5,000,000  building  is  put  through  it  will  mean 
a  maintenance  cost  of  nearly  $600,000  a  year. 
I  don't  think  we  ought  to  be  asked  to  ask 
the  taxpayers  of  Boston  to  bear  that  cost  en- 
tirely. I  too  am  a  member  of  the  bar,  but 
I  am  not  taking  the  position  I  do  at  this 
session  because  I  am  a  member  of  the  bar.  I 
am  sitting  here  as  a  member  of  the  Boston 
City  Council,  charged  with  the  duty  and  ob- 
ligation of  protecting  the  interests  of  the  city. 
I  do  feel  that  if  we  reject  this  order  today 
it  will  mean  a  postponement  of  only  a  few 
months,  and  that  we  ought  to  get  back  in  this 
body,  if  the  proponents  are  as  diligent  as  they 
ought  to  be  and  probably  will  be,  a  new  bill 
on  the  basis  of  70-30  for  construction  and 
70-30  for  maintenance.  Until  the  time  when 
such  a  bill  comes  back  to  the  body,  I  shall 
vote    against    the    acceptance    of    the    act. 

Coun.  WILSON — Mr.  President,  I  realize 
that  there  would  be  room  for  real  difference 
of  opinion  on  this  question  if  it  were  a  new 
one,  on  which  there  had  not  been  so  much 
debate  in  the  last  five  or  six  years.  I  realize, 
of  course,  as  one  favoring  the  passage  of  the 
order,  that  the  handwriting  is  on  the  wall. 
I  was  interested  in  the  differences  of  opinion 
expressed  in  the  executive  meeting,  when  con- 
stituents from  my  own  ward  were  divided  on 
the  question.  I  have  in  mind,  for  example, 
such  outstanding  men  as  Attorney  Flaherty, 
who  was  strongly  in  favor  of  the  acceptance 
of  the  act,  and  Messrs.  Ryan  and  Dixon,  who 
were  against  it.  But  the  only  objection  I 
heard  really  raised  in  meeting  of  the  Ex- 
ecutive Committee  against  this  particular 
proposition  was  the  objection  raised  by  those 
who  are  against  the  courthouse  in  any  event. 
Singularly  enough,  the  objection  here  in  the 
Council  is  on  the  ground  that  the  proportion- 
ate cost  is  not  fair,  and  that  if  we  go  back  to 
the  Legislature  again,  they  can  rush  along 
another  bill  in  January.  But  the  objection  I 
heard  raised  in  the  Executive  Committee  by 
outsiders  and  by  taxpayers,  who  are  presum- 
ably most  interested,  was  the  objection  that, 
because  of  the  state  of  our  finances  at  the 
present  time,  we  should  indefinitely  postpone 
any  courthouse  on  any  percentage  basis,  70 
and  30,  or  any  other.  Mr.  President,  we  have 
been  discussing  for  five  or  six  years  the 
question  of  a  possible  new  courthouse.  I  am 
not  interested  primarily  from  the  point 
of  view  of  the  judges,  who,  as  the 
Chief  Justice  of  the  Municipal  Court  said, 
are  well  enough  off,  or  of  the  lawyers,  who 
most  of  them  are  perhaps  too  poor  to  care 
much  anyway,  but  from  the  point  of  view 
of  others  who  go  to  the  courthouse — parties 
to  cases  and  witnesses  who  must  go  under 
summons,  and  the  jurors  who  are  called  under 
the  law  and  must  serve  there.  We  heard  the 
testimony  of  that  eminent  labor  leader,  for- 
merlv  a  member  of  the  City  Council,  that  the 
Suffolk  County  Court  House  should  have  been 
closed  because  of  filthy  conditions  twenty-five 
years  ago.  So  it  is  not  a  new  question.  The 
question    before    the   members    of   the    Council 
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seems  to  be  largely  that  of  proportionate  cost, 
and  much  is  made  of  the  fact  that  the  pro- 
portion was  changed  from  80-20  to  70-30,  and 
that  they  wish  it  might  be  changed  perhaps 
to  60-40.  I  was  interested  in  the  statement 
of  the  Chief  Justice  of  the  Municipal  Court, 
who  is  up  there  more  than  any  of  us  and  who 
ought  to  know  of  what  he  speaks.  He  gave 
us  the  proportionate  figures,  showing  that,  on 
the  basis  of  either  floor  space  or  volume  of 
business,  the  state  uses  only  11  to  16  per  cent 
of  the  courthouse.  So  on  those  figures  even 
the  80-20  figure  of  1929  was  unfair  to  the  state. 
With  reference  to  the  cost  that  the  City  of 
Boston  will  bear,  I  raise  these  two  points. 
They  were  somewhat  touched  on  in  the  ex- 
ecutive meeting.  I  think  it  was  well  brought 
out  that  if  this  courthouse  measure  goes 
through  aind  that  rotten  district  of  old  tene- 
ments and  buildings  in  the  Howard  street  dis- 
trict is  torn  down,  there  will  be  a  great  pub- 
lic improvement,  and  that  the  installation  of 
the  courthouse  then  will  be  a  credit  to  the  god- 
dess of  justice ;  that  that  improvement,  com- 
bined with  the  Cambridge  street  widening, 
will  bring  considerably  more  money  in  in  the 
form  of  taxes  than  would  be  spent  for  main- 
tenance, that  we  hear  so  much  talk  about.  I 
also  raise  the  (point  that  if  you  take  the  money 
out  of  your  pocket  it  does  not  make  much 
difference  whether  it  is  paid  through  Com- 
missioner Long  or  through  city  taxes.  There 
is  no  getting  away  from  the  fact  that  the 
citizens  of  Boston  and  Suffolk  County  pay  the 
most  substantial  part  of  the  taxes  of  the 
Commonwealth,  income  or  otherwise.  So  when 
you  talk  about  whether  the  state  or  the  city 
is  going  to  pay  it,  when  you  get  down  to 
brass  tacks,  the  great  part  of  the  bill  will 
come  out  of  your  pocket  and  mine,  whether 
paid  through  the  State  House  or  the  treasury 
of  the  City  of  Boston.  Now,  this  is  the  last 
point  I  wish  to  make.  With  reference  to  what 
the  Legislature  may  or  may  not  do  concerning 
a  Suffolk  County  Courthouse — and  any  man 
who  has  an  interest  in  the  conduct  of  the  law 
in  this  state  will  be  overcome  with  the  thought 
that  this  measure  has  again  gone  down  to 
defeat — I  make  these  two  points.  In  the  first 
place,  we  all  know  that  the  Governor  of  the 
Commonwealth  is  absolutely  on  record  with 
the  Mayor,  as  shown  by  the  public  prints,  as 
in  favor  of  a  fair  maintenance  apportionment, 
and  that  leaders  in  the  Legislature  also  take 
that  position.  We  know  how  these  things  are 
run,  as  a  practical  proposition,  and  need  not 
worry  lest  the  City  of  Boston  will  get  a  square 
deal  on  the  maintenance  split.  In  reference 
to  what  the  Legislature  may  or  may  not  do, 
that  was  weld  brought  out  by  the  councilor 
from  Jamaica  Pin  in  the  matter  of  the 
Centre  street  order.  This  Council  went 
through  and  voted  for  the  acceptance  of  the 
Centre  street  act,  although  I  was  the  only 
member  of  the  Council  who  voted  against  it, 
and  even  after  the  City  Council  had  accepted 
it  and  the  water  was  over  the  dam,  the  Leg- 
islature changed  the  whole  proposition  and 
narrowed  the  street.  There  is  our  precedent 
here,  on  the  Centre  street  proposition,  where 
the  act  was  accepted  by  us  and  then  changed 
within  twenty  days  by  the  Legislature.  So 
that  I  say  any  talk  of  fear  in  that  direction 
is  "bunk."  Certainly  I  hate  to  go  out  from  this 
body  feeling  that  possibly  for  a  number  of 
years  we  have  this  afternoon  indefinitely  post- 
poned the  erection  of  this  Suffolk  County 
Courthouse. 

Coun.  COX — Mr.  President,  I  don't  believe 
there  is  any  question  in  the  minds  of  any  of 
the  councilors  here  that  we  need  a  new  court- 
house, but  there  is  a  question  of  who  should 
pay  for  that  courthouse.  We  were  fortunate 
today  in  having  appear  before  us  one  of  the 
greatest  citizens  and  one  of  the  greatest  law- 
yers the  state  has  ever  known.  I  refer  to 
ex-Attorney-General  Herbert  Parker.  Ex- 
Attorney-General  Parker  said  that  all  court- 
houses should  be  provided  and  maintained  by 
the  state.  He  went  on  further  to  state  that 
the  state  should  pay  the  major  part  of  con- 
struction and  maintenance.  Further,  he  said 
that  in  his  opinion  a  50-50  proportion  would 
be   moderate.     I    am    not   concerned    with    the 


cost  of  this  courthouse ;  I  am  concerned  with 
the  maintenance  of  the  courthouse.  No  at- 
tempt was  made  to  get  the  state  to  bear  its 
proportionate  share  of  that.  The  present  cost 
of  maintenance  of  the  courthouse  is  $276,000 
a  year.  It  has  been  said  that  it  will  increase 
to  $600,000  a  year.  If  that  is  so,  and  the  state 
will  pay  30  per  cent  of  that  maintenance  cost, 
that  is  not  an  unreasonable  figure,  and  $180,000 
win  be  saved  to  the  City  of  Boston.  In  view  of 
that  fact,  I  think  this  bill  should  be  sent  back 
to  the  Legislature.  Surely,  if  there  is  justifica- 
tion for  the  state  paying  30  per  cent  of  the 
cost  of  construction,  there  must  be  justification 
for  the  state  paying  30  per  cent  of  the  cost 
of   maintenance. 

Coun.  KELLY — Mr.  President,  just  a  few 
words.  I  know  the  hour  is  late.  I  agree  that 
there  is  need  of  a  new  courthouse  for  Suffolk 
County,  but  I  agree  with  the  previous  speaker 
that,  there  being  no  clause  relative  to  main- 
tenance of  the  new  courthouse,  the  Council 
should  not  accept  such  an  incomplete  loan 
order.  I  want  to  say  that  I  agree  fully  with 
Mr.  Charles  Rackemann  of  the  Boston  Bar 
Association  and  ex-Attorney-General  Herbert 
Parker,  when  they  said  that  a  70-30  split  was 
not  a  fair  split  in  their  estimation.  I  agree 
that  it  is  not,  and  for  those  two  reasons, — that 
there  is  no  clause  relative  to  the  maintenance 
of  the  courthouse  in  the  years  to  come,  under 
the  terms  of  the  aot,  that  the  City  of  Boston 
must  pay  the  full  cost,  and  also  in  view  of 
the  statements  of  Mr.  Charles  Rackemann 
and  ex-Attorney-General  Herbert  Parker  that 
the  70-30  division  is  not  fair,  although  perhaps 
the  best  we  can  get,  I  must  vote  against  the 
acceptance  of  this  particular  act.  There  is 
another  argument  that  always  enters  into  the 
consideration  of  the  members  of  this  body, 
myself  a6  well  as  others,  in  reference  to  a  mat- 
ter of  this  kind,  and  that  is  the  unemployment 
situation  here  in  the  City  of  Boston.  I  always 
have  the  interests  of  the  union  men  at  heart, 
and  have  always  supported  them,  as  have  the 
other  members  of  the  Council,  during  the  past 
two  years.  When  I  state  that  I  have  always 
tried  to  be  fair  to  the  unemployed  or  employed 
union  men  who  are  residents  of  the  City  of 
Boston,  I  think  I  am  expressing  the  views  of 
the  twenty-one  other  members  of  the  Council. 
We  were  today  granted  the  opportunity  to 
hear  from  union  officials,  and  one  that  we 
heard  from  was  Mr.  E.  A.  Johnson,  Secretary- 
Treasurer  of  the  Building  Trades  Council,  who 
a  number  of  weeks  ago,  by  his  attitude  then 
and  since,  I  think  proved  to  every  member  of 
the  City  Council  that  he  is  a  double-crosser  of 
the  plain,  ordinary  union  men  of  Boston.  We 
heard  him  say — and  let  us  take  his  figures  for 
argument's  sake— jfihart  if  the  Council  would 
vote  to  accept  the  $5,000,000  act,  imposing  a 
further  burden  on  the  home-owners  of  Boston, 
possibly  three  hundred  men  would  go  to  work 
on  this  $5,000,000  proposition.  When  I  asked 
Mr.  Johnson  how  many  of  these  three  hun- 
dred union  men  would  be  residents  of  the 
City  of  Boston,  he  said,  "I  don't  know." 
When  I  asked  him  what  proportion  he  thought 
might  reside  in  the  City  of  Boston,  he  said 
he  did  not  know.  When  I  asked  him  if  any 
preference  was  shown  by  surrounding  cities 
and  towns  to  residents  of  their  own  munici- 
palities, he  said,  "I  have  heard  that  it  is  so." 
I  know  of  specific  instances  in  my  ward  where 
preference  has  been  shown  to  residents  of 
Cambridge,  Somerville  and  Quincy,  and  when 
they  were  told  that  there  were  Union  men 
unemployed  in  Boston  who  could  do  the  same 
work  that  was  being  done  by  these  men  from 
outside,  and  such  men  were  designated,  resid- 
ing in  Boston,  they  were  turned  down.  Hav- 
ing the  interest  of  the  unemployed  union  men 
of  Boston  deeply  at  heart,  as  I  feel  that  every 
member  of  this  Council  does,  I  must  again 
rise  and  voice  my  opinion  against  this  man, 
who  is  a  trustee  of  the  Boston  Elevated,  re- 
ceiving $5,000  a  year  for  a  period  of  ten  years, 
and  who  is  double-crossing  the  poor  union  men 
who  reside  in  your  district,  Mr.  President, 
in  my  district  and  in  the  district  of  every 
member  of  the  City  Council.  I  properly 
termed  him  a  labor  fakir,  and  he  does  not 
deny    the    charge.     There    is    no    question    that 
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a  new  courthouse  is  needed,  and  I  also  under- 
stand that  the  City  Hall  in  which  we  now 
ait  has  been  condemned.  I  feel  that  if  there 
is  to  be  a  new  building,  perhaps  the  members 
of  the  Boston  City  Council  would  render  a 
greater  service  to  their  constituents  by  first 
voting  for  a  new  City  Hall.  I  feel,  however, 
that  the  taxpayers  of  Boston  are  being  over- 
burdened now  and  that  if  I  vote  for  this 
proposition  it  will  mean  that  the  city  will 
have  to  spend  $3,500,000,  making  an  assess- 
ment of  close  to  $1.75  per  thousand  on  real 
and  personal  property.  I  can  say  now — and 
I  think  this  also  applies  to  other  members  of 
the  Council — that,  however,  if  we  could  see 
union  men  residing  in  Boston  employed,  we 
might  be  tempted  to  change  our  vote  and  to 
accept  this  act,  thereby  helping  to  relieve 
unemployment.  But  when  we  realize  that  this 
act  involves  the  expenditure  of  $5,000,000, 
and  according  to  Mr.  James  T.  Moriarty  in 
executive  session  only  40<  per  cent  will  go 
for  labor  and  the  other  60  per  cent  will  go  to 
enrich  contractors  and  owners  of  real  estate, 
that  they  are  the  ones  vitally  interested,  I 
cannot  see  my  way  clear,  and  I  hope  no  other 
member  of  the  Council  will  see  his  way  clear, 
to  vote  for  the  present  courthouse  act,  under 
the  conditions  imposed  by  the  present  legisla- 
tion. I  sincerely  hope  that  this  order  will  not 
pass.  .      .     , 

Coun.  DOWD— Mr.  President,  there  is  just 
one  '  statement  that  I  would  like  to  make.  I 
am  not  interested  in  the  maintenance  charge 
and  am  not  vitally  interested  in  the 
proportion  that  Boston  and  the  state  will 
be  compelled  to  pay,  as  the  controlling 
motive  that  actuates  me  in  my  position 
on  the  matter.  But  under  any  circum- 
stances I  cannot  allow  myself  at  a  time 
like  this  to  vote  $3,500,000  of  the  taxpayers 
money,  when  we  taxpayers  of  the  City  of 
Boston  are  faced  with  an  increase  of  $5  or  $6 
per  thousand  in  our  taxes  for  the  coming 
year.  And  I  am  interested  in  the  question 
of  the  men  who,  on  this  proposition  in  the 
district  of  the  councilor  from  the  West  End, 
have  options  on  the  property  where  that  land 
will    be    taken. 

Coun.  FITZGERALD— Mr.  President,  do  I 
understand  the  councilor  correctly  to  state 
that    I    have    options    on    property    there? 

President  McGRATH— I  don't  think  that  is 
what    the    councilor    said. 

Coun.  DOWD — Mr.  President,  the  councilor 
must  have  misunderstood  me.  I  am  vitally 
interested  in  this  same  group  of  real  estate 
sharks  who,  during  the  last  five  years  under 
different  administrations,  have  manipulated 
things  to  their  own  financial  benefit  at  the 
expense  of  the  City  of  Boston's  taxpayers. 
When  we  asked  Mr.  Rackemann  in  the  ex- 
ecutive meeting  if  the  men  he  had  referred 
to  as  looking  into  this  matter  had  interviewed 
anybody  along  Howard  street  in  reference  to 
options,  he  replied  that  they  had  not.  They 
interviewed  people  like  those  representing  the 
Old  Colony  Trust  who,  under  no  circumstances, 
realizing  the  situation,  would  give  an  option 
to  anybody.  I  charge  that  that  same  group 
of  real  estate  sharks,  who  collected  over 
$300,000  in  connection  with  the  East  Boston 
widenings,  have  options  on  twelve  pieces  of 
property  which  will  net  them  over  $225,000, 
if  this  body  adopts  the  act.  I  say  that  they 
are  the  only  ones  who  .are  doing  any  gnashing 
of  teeth  tonight,  because  their  options  expire 
at  midnight,  and  unless  we  pass  the  order 
they  are  out  their  bonus  money  and  the  profits 
they  would  otherwise  make.  So  I  say  that 
if  we  pass  this  order  we  are  once  again  play- 
ing into  the  hands  of  the  real  estate  sharks 
who  have  milked  the  city  time  and  time  again. 
I  realize  the  fact  that  on  any  big  project 
men  will  get  options  on  land,  but  I  object 
to  this  same  group  of  real  estate  sharks  who 
have  been  engaged  in  this  sort  of  thing  here 
for  years  coming  in  now  on  this  courthouse 
proposition,  bonding  land  in  the  vicinity.  That 
is  one  of  the  reasons  why  I  will  vote  against 
this    order. 

Coun.  MURRAY — Mr.  President,  I  would 
like   to   say   just   a   word.      There   was   a   man 


owning  property  down  there  in  the  district 
of  the  councilor  from  the  West  End,  property 
that  might  be  affected  by  this  project,  who 
owns  seven  or  eight  pieces  of  property,  and 
he  appeared  before  us  in  the  executive  session 
and  I  asked  him  if  he  wanted  to  sell  his  land. 
He  said  he  did.  I  asked  him  whether  he  would 
sell  it  at  the  assessed  valuation,  and  he  said 
he  didn't  know  whether  he  would  or  not. 
He  said  he  might  prefer  to  hold  it.  I  said, 
"You  would  rather  have  your  property  near 
the    courthouse?"    and    he    said,     "Yes." 

Coun.  BUSH — Mr.  President,  the  question 
of  the  proper  proportion,  what  the  city  should 
pay  and  what  the  state  should  pay  not  only 
in  the  matter  of  the  construction  of  the  court- 
house but  its  maintenance,  has  been  and 
always  will  be  controversial.  But  the  point 
that  impressed  me  most  in  the  statements  of 
the  members  of  the  Bar  Association  and  of 
the  Justice  who  appeared  before  the  Ex- 
ecutive Committee  was  the  peculiar  incon- 
sistency on  the  part  of  the  proponents  of 
the  bill,  who  showed  an  abiding  faith  that 
subsequent  action  would  be  taken  by  the 
Legislature  permitting  an  assessment  of  cost 
of  maintenance  on  the  state,  but  also  showing 
an  abiding  lack  of  faith  in  sending  the  entire 
bill  back  to  the  Legislature.  In  one  breath 
they  assumed  that  the  Legislature  would 
grant  an  assessment  of  proportionate  cost 
for  maintenance,  and  in  the  next  breath 
decried  the  idea  of  having  this  bill  defeated 
today,  fearing  that  the  Legislature  might  not 
again  take  action  on  it  for  an  indefinite 
period,  if  at  all.  They  feared  that  it  might 
be  two  years  or  more  before  fresh  action 
would  be  taken  by  the  Legislature  if  we  de- 
feated the  bill,  and  still  on  the  question  of 
maintenance  of  the  courthouse  they  believed 
the  Legislature  would  take  fair  action  in  the 
matter  of  a  proportionate  charge.  The  two 
positions  are  entirely  inconsistent,  showing  on 
the  one  hand  faith  in  the  Legislature  and  on 
the  other  hand  a  lack  of  faith  in  the  Legis- 
lature. I  assert  that  if  their  position  is  cor- 
rect, that  the  Legislature  would  grant  an 
appeal  for  proper  assessment  or  cost  of 
maintenance  on  the  state,  they  would  also 
take  action  which  would  properly  settle  the 
whole  question  quickly  if  we  should  defeat  this 
order    today. 

Coun.  NORTON— Mr.  President,  I  think  this 
is  all  a  waste  of  time.  The  Mayor  does  not 
feel  that  he  will  have  the  money  available  to 
meet  this  bond  issue,  and  he  thinks,  therefore, 
that  this  order  should  not  pass.  Why  fool 
ourselves  ?  Why  not  recognize  the  important 
facts  in  this  case  ?  We  sat  in  the  executive 
meeting  and  were  informed  that  officials  of 
the  Board  of  Health  of  Boston  have  condemned 
conditions  there  in  the  courthouse,  the  at- 
mosphere that  exists  there.  It  is  important 
that  somehting  be  done.  It  is  rather  interesting 
to  hear  these  colleagues  who  within  two  years 
have  voted  for  all  sorts  of  things, — for  roads 
over  mud  flats,  for  golf  links  and  that  sort 
of  thing, — stand  up  here  today  for  the  tax- 
payers. "Consistency,  thou  art  a  jewel,"  was 
said  by  a  great  philosopher  centuries  ago. 
Of  course,  those  of  us  who  favor  the  accept- 
ance of  the  act  have  not  the  votes  here  today, 
but  as  a  matter  of  consistency  I  certainly 
cannot  see  how  those  who  voted  for  un- 
necessary luxuries  here  within  the  past  few 
years  can  refuse  what  is  here  asked  for  as  a 
matter  of  justice  and  decency  in  the  ad- 
ministration of  our  courts  by  the  leading 
attorneys  and  leading  men  of  this  community. 
Personally,  I  would  not  want  to  be  placed 
in  the  position  of  disagreeing  with  our  well- 
loved  ex-Attorney-General  of  the  Common- 
wealth, who  is  today  perhaps  the  dean  of  the 
Massachusetts  Bar.  Neither  would  I  care  to 
be  placed  in  the  position  of  disagreeing  with 
perhaps  the  leading  tort  attorney  of  New 
England,  Mr.  Flaherty,  or  Attorney  Racke- 
mann. 

Coun.  COX — Mr.  President,  I  do  not  think 
that     the     gentleman     in     voting     against     the 
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measure  would  be  disagreeing  with  ex-Attorney- 
General  Parker,  with  Mr.  Flaherty,  or  with 
Mr.  Rackemann,  especially  as  each  of  those 
three  gentlemen  distinctly  made  the  statement 
that  they  did  not  feel  that  the  proportionate 
share  of  cost  was  fair.  His  Honor  the  Mayor 
of  Boston  has  sent  to  us  this  order,  merely 
with  the  recommendation  that  it  pass.  There- 
fore, the  Mayor  certainly  cannot  in  this  case 
be  accused  of  controlling  or  dictating  the 
action  of  the  body.  I  am  influenced  by  the 
opinion  of  the  ex-Attorney-General  of  the 
State  of  Massachusetts  and  by  the  opinion  of 
Attorneys  Flaherty  and  Rackemann,  who  say 
that,  in  their  opinion,  it  is  unfair  to  expect 
the  City  of  Boston  to  pay  the  entire  cost  of 
maintenance    of    this    courthouse. 

Coun.  NORTON— Mr.  President,  for  the 
purposes  of  the  record,  let  me  simply  say 
that  these  three  leading  attorneys  came  here 
and  made  the  statement  that  the  bill  was 
unfair  as  it  stands  in  respect  to  maintenance, 
but  remember  that  they  came  here  asking 
that  the  bill  be  passed — itfaat,  while  they  per- 
sonally believed  it  to  be  unfair,  they  believed 
that  no  better  bill  or  better  split  could  be 
obtained  under  present  conditions  at  our  State 
House.  For  twenty  long  years  they  have 
looked  for  a  better  bill,  and  this  is  the  best 
they  could  obtain  ;  and  under  the  circumstances, 
Mr.  Rackemann,  Mr.  Flaherty  and  ex-Attorney- 
General  Parker  came  here  and  asked  that  we 
pass  this  bill.  They  went  so  far  as  to  state, 
in  one  instance,  that  if  they  were  members 
of  the  Council  they  would  vote  for  the  bill, 
trusting  to  fair  treatment  at  the  hands  of  the 
Legislature  later  on.  Standing  back  of  those 
three  attorneys  I  do  not  feel  that  I  could 
justify  a  vote  against  the  bill.  Certainly  it 
is  not  illogical  to  claim  tbat  if  his  Honor  the 


Mayor  was  really  for  this  it  would  go  through 
with  flying  colors,  with  the  three  musketeers 
on   the  other  end. 

Coun.  COX — Mr.  President,  I  believe  that 
the  councilor  from  Hyde  Park  (Coun. 
Norton)  was  present  when  I  asked  ex- 
Attorney-General  Parker,  Mr.  Flaherty  and 
Mr.  Rackemann  whether  or  not  they,  acting 
for  a  client,  would  recommend  the  acceptance 
by  _  that  client  of  any  such  contract  as  that 
which  is  before  us  today.  Their  answer  was, 
in  two  oases,  "No."  Ex-Attormey-General 
Parker  gave  a  flat  "No,"  that  he  would  not. 
In  the  case  of  Mr.  Rackemann,  he  said,  pro- 
viding he  knew  the  parties  with  whom  he 
was  dealing,  he  would  recommend  the  ac- 
ceptance. I  then  asked  Mr.  Rackemann  how 
'we  could  know  the  members  coming  into  the 
Legislature  every  two  years,  and  what  they 
might  do.  But  in  the  opinion  of  those  three 
lawyers  they  could  not  unqualifiedly  recommend 
to  a  client  acceptance  of  a  contract  of  the 
nature   we   are   asked   to   pass   today. 

Coun.  MAHONEY— Mr.  President,  I  move 
the    previous    question. 

The  main  question  was  ordered,  and  the 
order  to  accept  the  act  was  rejected,  yeas  8, 
nays    14: 

Yeas — Coun.  Arnold,  Curtis,  Englert,  Fitz- 
gerald,   Green,    Norton,    Power,    "Wilson — 8. 

Nays — Coun.  Bush,  Cox,  Donovan,  Dowd, 
Fish,  Gallagher,  Gleason,  Hein,  Kelly,  Lynch, 
Mahoney,   McGrath,    Murray,    Ruby — 14. 

President  McGRATH— When  the  Council  ad- 
journs today  it  will  be  to  meet  at  eleven 
o'clock  Saturday  morning  and  the  new  Council 
will  come  in  at  ten  o'clock  on  Monday  morn- 
ing. 


Adjourned,  on  motion  of  Coun.  RUBY,  at 
5.40  p.  m.,  to  meet  on  Saturday,  January  2, 
1932,   at    11  a.    m. 


CITY   OF  BOSTON    trades 


flcoJMiijLl  PRINTING   DEPARTMENT 


CITY   COUNCIL. 


494 


CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceedings  of  City  Council. 

Saturday,  January  2,  1932. 
Final  meeting  of  the  City  Council  of  1931  in  the 
Council  chamber,  City  Hall,  at  11  a.  m.,  President 
MoGRATH   in   the    chair   and   all   the   members 
present. 

AUTOMOBILES   TO   BE   SOLD. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  January  2,   1932. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  beg  to  submit  herewith  communi- 
cation received  from  the  Budget  Commissioner, 
the    same   constituting   an   answer    to    the    order 


adopted  by  your  honorable  body  passed  at  a  recent 
meeting,  and  reading  as  follows: 

Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  ^re- 
quested to  furnish  the  City  Council  with  the  name 
type,  model,  original  cost  and  present  approxjmat^ 
value  of  all  city-owned  automobiles  that  are  to  be 
sold  or  traded  in,  also  the  names  of  the  departments 
that  are  to  be  deprived  of  the  use  of  their  machines . 
Respectfully, 
James  M.  Ctjrlet,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Budget  Department,  December  31,  1931. 
Hon.  James  M.  Curley, 

Mayor  of  Boston. 
Dear  Sir, — In  accordance  with  the  attached 
order  of  the  City  Council,  the  table  submitted 
herewith  has  been  prepared  to  indicate  the  city- 
owned  automobiles  which  it  is  proposed  shall  be 
discontinued  upon  adoption  of  the  Driv-Ur-Self 
System  of  motor  transportation  in  several  city 
departments. 

Respectfully, 

Charles  J.  Fox, 
Budget  Commissioner. 


CITY-OWNED   AUTOMOBILES   TO   BE   DISCONTINUED. 


Department. 

Year. 

Make  and  Type. 

Model. 

Cost. 

Appraisal. 

1929 
1929 
1929 
1929 
1929 
1931 
1931 
1930 
1928 
1929 
1929 
1930 
1929 
1929 
1927 
1929 
1929 
1929 
1929 
1929 
1929 
1930 
1930 

Buick  five-passenger  sedan 

Franklin  five-passenger  sedan 

47 

11-135 

C 

C 

420 

A 

A 

30-60 

303 

47 

A 

A 

C 

57 

Box  Body. 

A  panel. 

A  panel. 

A  panel. 

A  panel. 

A  panel. 

A  panel. 

A  panel. 

A  panel. 

$1,709  00 

2,585  00 

1,885  00 

1,895  00 

995  25 

665  10 

664  15 

2,106  00 

2,700  00 

1,709  00 

696  50 

709  00 

1,765  00 

1,630  00 

570  00 

732  00 

'    732  00 

732  00 

732  00 

732  00 

705  05 

477  40 

516  25 

$375  00 

Assessing 

500  00 

260  00 

255  00 

Boston  Traffic 

Ford  three- window  sedan 

Ford  three- window  sedan 

Buick  five-passenger  sedan 

Lasalle  seven-passenger  sedan .... 

250  00 

Building 

350  00 

350  00 

725  00 

300  00 

Public  Buildings 

350  00 

125  00 

Reo  two-passenger  coupe 

Buick  five-passenger  sedan 

250  00 

230  00 
500  00 

50  00 

100  00 

100  00 

Weights  and  Measures. . .  . 

Ford  truck 

100  00 

110  00 

Weights  and  Measures. .  .  . 

Ford  truck 

100  00 

Weights  and  Measures. . . . 

Ford  truck 

100  00 

Weights  and  Measures. . . . 

Ford  truck 

150  00 

Weights  and  Measures. .  .  . 

Ford  truck 

175  00 

Placed  on  file. 


RECESS. 

On  motion  of  Coun.  RUBY,  the  Council  voted 
at  11.32  a.  m.  to  take  a  recess  subject  to  the  call  of 
the  Chair. 

The  members  reassembled  in  the  Council 
Chamber  and  were  called  to  order  by  President 
McGRATH  at  12.12  p.  m. 


SALE   OF   CITY   AUTOMOBILES. 

Coun.  GALLAGHER,  for  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee, submitted  the  following: 

1.  Report  on  message  of  Mayor  and  order 
(referred   December  2S)   authorizing  sale   of   cer- 


tain automobiles  no  longer  required  in  the  various 
departments — that   the  order  ought   to  pass. 

The  report  was  accepted,  and  the  question  came 
on  the  passage  of  the  order. 

Coun.  KELLY — Mr.  President,  before  speak- 
ing, I  would  first  like  to  doubt  the  presence  of  a 
quorum  here  in  the  body. 

The  clerk  called  the  roll  and  sixteen  members 
were  found  to  be  present  in  the  room. 

Coun.  KELLY — Mr.  President,  I  am  very 
glad  to  see  that  we  have  a  quorum  here  at  our 
last  meeting,  because  when  I  raised  the  question 
there  were  only  eight  members  of  the  Council 
present.     While  I  am  going  to  vote  for  this  order. 
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I  don't  feel  that  any  positive  assurance  has  been 
given  to  members  of  this  Council  that  it  is  going  to 
mean  a  saving  to  the  taxpayers.  I  do  not  like 
the  idea  that  one  particular  concern  in  Boston, 
without  any  competitive  bidding,  has  received  the 
entire  business  of  the  City  of  Boston  at  9  cents 
per  mile.  I  am  not  aware  of,  and  am  not  here 
to  state  that  there  has  been  any  collusion  between 
the  City  of  Boston  and  this  particular  company 
that  is  so  favored,  but  in  Executive  Committee  I 
asked  the  Budget  Commissioner  a  question  which 
he  was  unable  to  answer,  as  to  how  much  this 
adventure  would  save  to  the  City  of  Boston. 
Speaking  conservatively,  the  best  thing  we  can 
term  it  is  a  gamble.  I  claim  that  it  is  nothing 
but  a  publicity  stunt  on  the  part  of  the  Mayor 
of  Boston  to  deceive  the  poor  taxpayers  of  the 
city,  who  cannot  read  behind  the  lines.  The 
poor  taxpayers,  when  they  see  headlines  in  regard 
to  this  small  affair,  unconsciously  feel  that  the 
Mayor  of  Boston  is  going  as  a  result  to  cut  the 
tax  rate.  But  I  feel  that  it  is  only  one  of  his 
publicity  stunts  such  as  he  has  put  in  vogue 
for  the  past  two  years,  to  deceive  the  taxpayers. 
Therefore,  I  cannot  help  rising  on  behalf  of  the 
taxpayers  of  the  City  of  Boston  to  express  my  views 
now,  before  this  present  body  has  finished  its 
term,  and  later  on,  when  we  have  had  an  oppor- 
tunity to  look  over  the  expenditures  of  the  different 
departments,  the  amounts  they  have  paid  to  this 
pet  concern,  I  may  have  something  further  to  say. 

Coun.  NORTON — Mr.  President,  a  year  ago 
we  were  told  in  practically  the  same  words  that 
automobiles  would  be  dispensed  with  in  many 
cases,  and  I  am  inclined  to  think  it  is  a  good  idea. 
I  don't  think  favoritism  has  been  shown  to  a 
particular  company.  Certainly  when  a  man 
like  Mr.  Fox  comes  to  us  and  tells  us  that  he  has 
studied  the  question,  I  believe  we  should  place 
reliance  in  what  he  says.  In  the  two  years 
I  have  been  here,  I  have  come  to  look  upon  Mr. 
Fox  and  Mr.  Doyle  as  the  best  informed  men  in 
the  City  of  Boston  on  municipal  affairs,  and  when 
Mr.  Fox  comes  and  tells  us  that  this  will  save 
money  to  the  city  and  is  a  good  idea,  I  am  perfectly 
willing  to  be  with  him. 

The  order  was  passed. 


CLAIMS. 

Coun.  BUSH,  for  the  Committee  on  Claims,  sub- 
mitted the  following: 

The  Committee  on  Claims  respectfully  submits 
the  following  report  showing  the  disposition  of 
claims  during  the  municipal  year  1931: 

Claims  pending  January  1,  1931 1,868 

Claims  received  during  year  1931 876 

Total 2,744 

Claims  approved  during  year 191 

Claims  disapproved  during  year 696 

Total ' 887 

Claims  pending  December  31, 1931,    1,857 

Amount  paid  out  on  approved  claims,        $8,466  83 

Amount  of  disapproved  claims $73,707  62 

For  the  Committee, 

Herman  L.  Bush, 

Chairman. 

The  report  was  accepted,  and  ordered  printed 
as  a  City  Document. 

2.  Report  on  petition  of  the  Gentles  Baking 
Company  (referred  October  14,  1929),  recom- 
mending the  passage  of  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  there  be  allowed  and  paid  to  the 
Gentles  Baking  Company  the  sum  of  $400  in 
compensation  for  loss  of  a  horse  from  the  bite  of  a 
dog  September  24,  1929,  said  sum  to  be  paid  from 
the  income  from  dog  licenses. 

Report  accepted;  said  order  passed. 


INSPECTION   OF   PRISONS. 

Coun.  GLEASON,  for  the  Committee  on  In- 
spection of  Prisons,  submitted  the  annual  report 
for  the  year  1931,  as  follows: 

January  2,  1932. 

In  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  chapter  223 
of  the  Revised  Laws,  the  Committee  on  Inspection 


of  Prisons  of  the  City  Council  submits  herewith 
its  annual  report: 

Suffolk  County  Jail. 

The  customary  semiannual  inspections  of  the 
Suffolk  County  Jail  were  duly  made. 

Conditions  were  found  very  acceptable  and  the 
new  building  which  houses  the  padded  cells  is 
complete  and  functioning.  The  cells  in  this 
building  are  portable  and  the  last  word  in  sanitary 
equipment. 

The  entrance  to  the  jail  from  North  Grove  street 
is  still  a  temporary  one.  When  the  West  End 
yard  of  the  Public  Works  Department  is  moved 
as  provided,  a  permanent  entrance  will  be  located 
there. 

House  of  Correction. 

The  committee  made  the  required  number  of 
visits  to  the  House  of  Correction  during  the  year. 

When  it  is  possible  to  do  so,  and  when  financial 
conditions  permit,  your  committee  feels  that  it 
would  be  well  to  replace  many  of  the  old  buildings 
with  new  construction. 

Accompanying  the  report  were  communications 
from  Sheriff  John  A.  Keliher  showing  commit- 
ments to  and  discharges  from  Suffolk  County  Jail 
for  1931,  also  communications  from  G.  F.  A. 
Mulcahy,  Master,  House  of  Correction,  showing 
commitments  to  and  discharges  from  House  of 
Correction,  Deer  Island. 

Coun.  RUBY — Mr.  President,  just  a  suggestion 
to  those  in  charge  of  our  penal  institutions.  It 
seems  to  me  when  our  committees  make  official 
visits  to  those  institutions  for  the  purpose  of  in- 
spection and  getting  some  information  that  may 
be  of  benefit,  not  only  to  members  of  the  Council 
but  to  the  department  they  are  trying  to  serve,  in 
the  future  those  gentlemen  who  are  charged  with 
the  duty  of  looking  after  the  institution  ought  to 
extend  to  our  committees  the  courtesies  to  which 
they  are  entitled.  I  am  now  referring  to  the 
lack  of  courtesy  which  marked  the  last  official  visit 
made  by  our  Committee  on  Inspection  of  Prisons 
to  Deer  Island  a  week  or  two  ago. 

The  report  was  accepted  and  ordered  printed  as  a 
city  document. 


REFERENCE   OF   UNFINISHED    MATTERS. 

Coun.  FISH  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  all  matters  of  an  unfinished  nature 
pending  before  the  committees  of  the  City  Council 
be  referred  to  the  City  Council  of  1932. 

The  order  was  passed. 


ASSISTANCE  OF  NEEDY  FAMILIES. 

Coun.  NORTON  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  requested 
to  inaugurate  a  movement  to  have  individuals, 
who  can  afford  it,  arrange  to  assist  families  in  need 
in  their  immediate  vicinity,  or  in  any  section  of 
Boston. 

Coun.  NORTON— Mr.  President,  there  are 
many  people  in  Boston  who  will  not  contribute  to 
an  unemployment  fund,  who  simply  derisively 
say,  "What  is  the  use?"  At  the  same  time,  there 
are  many  such  people  who  are  anxious  to  assist 
in  a  more  direct  way  and  who  would  be  glad  to  do 
so,  as  suggested  by  this  order  within  the  next  year. 
I  make  the  prediction  that  if  something  of  this  sort 
is  put  into  effect,  within  the  next  year  you  will  see 
it  carried  out  in  the  leading  cities  of  America. 
Many  a  family  would  be  willing  and  glad  to  assist 
another  family  in  the  neighborhood,  to  interest 
themselves  in  such  families,  and,  if  necessary,  take 
the  matter  up  with  some  member  of  the  Depart- 
ment of  Public  Welfare  or  the  Mayor's  committee. 
In  other  words,  where  people  can  see  that  their 
money  and  their  effort  are  doing  good,  that  what 
they  do  is  going  for  a  good  purpose,  they  will  be 
pleased  to  assist  in  needed  welfare  work,  such' as 
taking  care  of  a  family  in  the  neighborhood,  and  as 
neighbors  they  could  easily  find  what  the  circum- 
stances were  and  how  the  needed  relief  could  be 
afforded.  I  think  if  such  a  system  is  in  vogue  it 
will  help  immensely.  Many  people  at  the  present 
time  are  a  little  hesitant  about  giving  funds, 
without  knowing  where  they  are  going.  But  if  an 
opportunity  of  this  sort  is  afforded  we  will  find 
thousands  of  families  anxious  and  glad  to  help. 
So  I  think  it  would  be  well  to  ask  for  volunteers 
for  this  sort  of  thing,  having  them  send  in  their 
names  as  willing  to  help,  and  then  the  thing  can  be 
taken   up,  cooperating  with   the   Department   of 
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Public  Welfare,  with  a  view  to  the  necessary 
assistance  being  afforded.  We  can  thus  take  care 
of  a  great  deal  of  legitimate  need,  and  I  think  it 
would  be  of  tremendous  benefit  in  this  period  of 
unemployment  that  we  are  passing  through.  I 
merely  offer  this  suggestion. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


THANKS   TO   PRESIDENT   JOSEPH 
MoGRATH. 

Coun.  BUSH  offered  the  following: 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  the  City  Council  be 
extended  to  Councilor  Joseph  McGrath  for  the 
able  and  impartial  manner  in  which  he  has  pre- 
sided over  the  deliberations  of  the  Council  during 
the  present  municipal  year. 

Coun.  BUSH — Mr.  Clerk,  never  in  the  history 
of  the  City  Council,  as  long  as  I  have  been  here, 
during  the  past  six  years,  has  a  president  of  this 
body  been  subjected  to  more  trying  situations  or 
been  placed  in  positions  calling  for  more  coolness 
and  the  exercise  of  the  impartiality  that  is  expected 
of  a  presiding  officer,  than  our  present  President 
of  the  City  Council.  Thj  standard  set  by  him 
is  one  that  may  well  be  followed  by  any  subsequent 
President  of  this  body.  By  his  geniality,  impar- 
tiality, and  the  ability  with  which  he  has  presided 
over  this  body,  he  has  won  our  esteem,  respect  and 
love  throughout  the  entire  year.  I  therefore  trust 
that  the  resolution  will  be  passed  unanimously. 

Coun.  ARNOLD — Mr.  President,  two  years 
ago  you  may  recall  I  made  the  suggestion  that 
when  the  time  came  for  me  to  sing  my  swan  song 
in  this  body,  I  would  hope  it  be  one  of  harmony 
and  well  wishing.  So  today  the  day,  der  lag,  is 
here.  However,  I  do  not  feel  that  it  is  entirely 
consistent  with  the  facts  to  call  these  few  obser- 
vations a  swan  song,  since  I  was  not  a  candidate 
for  re-election,  but  rather  may  I  be  bold  enough 
to  suggest  that  they  be  more  in  the  form  of  a 
valedictory.  A  farewell  to  the  duties  incident  to 
service  in  the  Boston  City  Council  and  an  official 
goodbye  to  those  with  whom  I  have  been  associated 
officially  during  the  past  six  years.  They  have 
been  years  which  I  shall  be  glad  to  recall  as  the 
activities  of  life  have  been  reduced  to  the  pages  of 
memory.  I  was  particularly  interested  to  serve 
as  a  member  of  this  body  on  account  of  a  former 
experience  under  the  bi-cameral  system  when  we 
had  seventy-five  members  in  the  Common  Council 
and  thirteen  in  the  Board  of  Aldermen.  Later 
in  the  Legislature  my  efforts  in  behalf  of  a 
District  City  Council  Bill  were  evidenced  by  the 
fact  that  I  was  presented  the  quill  with  which  it 
was  signed  by  the  then  Governor  of  Massachusetts, 
Calvin  Coolidge.  Although  not  perfect  as  at 
present  constituted,  I  strongly  believe  that  this 
body  more  truly  represents  the  complex  and 
cosmopolitan  citizenship  of  Boston  than  any 
which  has  preceded.  Each  of  us  must  be  con- 
vinced that  our  members  are  the  contact  men 
between  the  average  citizen  and  his  government. 
To  us  the  people  have  looked  for  advice,  guidance 
and  assistance  when  times  and  events  have  been 
discordant.  Energy,  effort  and  an  inherent 
desire  to  be  of  service  has  been  the  contribution  of 
every  member.  I  can  not  let  this  opportunity 
pass,  Mr.  President,  without  commenting  on  the 
most  efficient,  painstaking  and  patient  manner 
with  which  you  have  presided  over  our  delibera- 
tions, eminently  fair,  always  good-natured,  ever 
lovable  Joe  McGrath.  Having  had  the  pleasure 
of  previous  service  with  you  in  another  legislative 
body  thereby  gaining  a  knowledge  of  your  qualities 
I  could  not  have  expected  less.  May  the  future 
be  a  continued  fulfillment  of  your  desires  for 
preferment.  To  you,  my  colleagues,  may  I  say 
that  it  has  been  indeed  a  real  pleasure  to  have 
served  with  you.  I  do  appreciate  and  shall  always 
appreciate  the  good-will  and  friendship  which  has 
at  all  times  prevailed,  and  in  the  years  to  come  I 
know  that  I  shall  consider  each  of  you  in  that 
exclusive  company  of  real  friends.  To  our,  shall  I 
say  official  family,  first  the  veterans,  Ned  Leary, 
Johnnie  Baldwin  and  Edward  Harnden,  your  tenure 
in  office  and  devotion  to  service  has  been  an 
inspiration  to  all  of  us.  The  City  Clerk,  and 
Assistant  City  Clerk,  the  assistants  in  the  City 
Messenger's  and'  Clerk  of  Committees'  Depart- 
ments, all  have  been  much  more  to  us  than  that 
which  the  duties  of  their  several  offices  imposes, 
each  has  been  most  friendly  in  cooperation  and 
helpfulness.     You    members    of    the    Press,    the 


exalted  fourth  estate,  have  been  justly  kind  and  I 
wish  to  extend  to  each  my  thanks  and  well  wishes 
in  their  exacting  calling.  As  I  retire  may  I 
bespeak  for  the  able,  alert,  and  I  might  add 
pulchritudinous  young  man  who  succeeds  me  the 
comradeship  which  has  been  mine,  so.  that  when 
he  in  turn  shall  come  to  the  parting  that  he  too 
will  feel  that  he  will  miss  and  be  missed  by  true 
and  loyal  friends.     (Applause.) 

Coun.  WILSON— Mr.  President,  I  wish  to 
assure  my  colleagues  of  the  past  six  years  that  I 
have  no  long  obituary  to  rehearse  this  afternoon. 
I  do  feel  that  the  six  years  I  have  spent  on  the 
floor  of  the  Council  have  not  been  years  lost 
out  of  my  life,  because  I  believe  them  to  have  been 
six  of  the  most  pleasant  years  I  shall  ever  enjoy. 
Through  a  combination  of  circumstances  into 
which  I  need  not  go,  I  will  not  be  sitting  here 
with  you  during  the  coming  two  years,  although 
people  of  my  district  have  been  kind  enough  to 
suggest  my  standing  again  as  a  candidate  for 
political  office.  As  to  that,  I  feel  at  the  time 
somewhat  like  the  young  lady  who  was  accosted 
recently  near  Franklin  Park  by  the  driver  of  an 
automobile  who  leaned  out  and  asked  her  if  she 
would  not  care  to  take  a  little  ride,  and  who  said, 
"No,  thank  you,  I  am  just  walking  back  from  one 
now."  (Laughter.)  That  is  my  mental  state 
today  and  since  election.  (Laughter.)  I  hold 
no  ill  feeling  against  any  man  with  whom  I  have 
served  in  this  Council  during  the  past  six  years, 
and  I  hope  none  hold  such  feelings  against  me. 
Anything  I  have  said  which  may  hurt  another 
member's  feelings,  perhaps  humanly  in  the  excite- 
ment of  debate,  I  hope  will  not  be  held  against 
me.  I  certainly  hold  no  feeling  against  any  other 
member.  I  have  been  accused  of  a  number  of 
things,  once  of  having  a  silver  spoon  in  my  mouth 
(laughter),  and  I  have  had  to  take  some  rather 
bitter  medicine  at  different  times.  But,  on  the 
whole,  I  look  back  on  my  experience  here  as  one 
of  the  most  pleasant  experiences  of  my  life,  and 
I  hope  the  colleagues  who  are  to  continue  their 
service  here  will  make  the  same  effort  that  I  shall 
make  to  continue  the  worthwhile  friendships 
I   have  formed.     (Applause.) 

Coun.  MAHONEY — Mr.  President,  perhaps 
I  can  sum  up  what  I  wish  to  say  in  a  very  few 
words.  I  am  glad  to  leave  here  today  knowing 
that  I  have  the  good  will  and  friendship  of  my 
brother  colleagues  with  whom  I  have  had  the  proud 
privilege  of  serving  for  the  last  six  years. 
(Applause.) 

Coun.  NORTON — Mr.  President,  one  of  my 
colleagues  has  referred  here  to  remarks  being 
expected  here  today  from  the  "lame  ducks." 
Well,  we  will  all  be  lame  ducks  in  the  near  to- 
morrow. Life  is  very  short,  and  at  the  end  of 
every  political  career  is  oblivion.  I  sometimes 
wonder  why  some  men,  and  perhaps  the  ablest 
men,  take  up  with  public  fife.  We  all  regret  the 
fact  that  several  of  our  colleagues  are  to  leave 
us.  I  think  the  colleague  on  the  left  (Coun. 
Wilson)  we  all  recognize  as  the  ablest  man  in  the 
body  in  many  ways.  The  colleague  from  Roxbury 
(Coun.  Bush)  has  been  here  for  many  years 
doing  splendid  work,  and  Mike  Mahoney  is  be- 
loved by  every  member,  as  is  Doctor  Arnold  from 
the  Back  Bay.  I  have  frequently  said  that, 
eliminating  politics,  I  know  of  no  body  of  men  with 
whom  I  have  come  in  contact  more  kind-hearted, 
magnanimous  and  philosophical  than  the  repre- 
sentatives of  the  people  of  Boston  assembled  here 
in  this  Council  from  the  different  wards  of  this  city. 
Coun.  BUSH — Mr.  President,  I  shall  try  to 
make  my  obituary  as  brief  as  possible.  I  have 
enjoyed  very  much  my  representation  of  Ward  12 
in  this  body,  and  it  has  been  a  distinct  pleasure 
to  serve  here  with  all  of  you,  my  colleagues  in  the 
Council.  I  feel  that  perhaps  I  should  make  a  few 
observations  in  reference  to  the  Council  in  view  of 
the  fact  that  I  was  one  of  the  first  members  to 
come  here  under  the  new  system.  The  old 
system  consisted  of  a  Council  of  nine  members 
elected  at  large,  and  it  was  perfectly  obvious  that 
the  various  wards  of  the  city  did  not  obtain  a  fair 
and  equitable  proportion  of  improvements.  It 
has  been  perfectly  obvious,  further,  that  since 
this  Council  has  come  into  being  that  situation 
has  been  remedied  in  a  very  great  degree,  that 
since  that  time  every  district  of  the  City  of  Boston 
obtained  its  fair  share  in  the  apportionment  of 
such  improvements  as  are  made  of  the  funds 
obtained  from  the  taxpayers  of  this  city.  If  for 
no  other  reason,  I  believe  that  the  Council  justifies 
its  existence.  The  Council  is  a  truly  representa- 
tive body  of  the  citizenry  of  the  city,  as  the  coun- 
cilor  from    the   Back    Bay    (Coun.    Arnold)    said 
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earlier  today.  I  thoroughly  agree  with  him.  I 
believe  that  in  no  other  body  can  you  find  a  more 
truly  representative  aggregation  of  bur  citizenry, 
politically,  geographically  and  racially,  with  all  its 
composite  demands.  I  desire  to  express  my 
sincere  appreciation  and  thanks  for  the  oppor- 
tunity afforded  me  to  be  of  public  service  for  six 
years  both  to  my  own  district  and  to  the  city  at 
large  to  the  people  who  made  it  possible  for  me  to 
come  here,  and  also  my  appreciation  of  the  friend- 
ships I  have  formed  through  my  association  with 
the  other  members  of  the  body.  I  also  want  to 
extend  my  thanks  for  the  sincere  cooperation  I 
have  received  from  the  members  of  our  official 
family — from  the  City  Messenger,  the  City  Clerk 
and  his  assistants,  the  Clerk  of  Committees  and 
his  assistants,  and  the  secretaries  of  the  Council. 
They  have  always  been  eager  to  serve  and  have 
always  given  their  cooperation  willingly,  although 
sometimes  their  patience  has  been  somewhat 
tried.  I  wish  also  to  extend  my  sincere  thanks 
for  the  many  kindnesses  extended  to  me  by  the 
representatives  of  the  Press.  They  have  some- 
times caused  me,  as  well  as  other  members  of  the 
body,  I  imagine,  some  apprehension,  and  we  do 
not  blame  them  for  that.  That  is  their  job. 
Their  function  here  is  to  write  the  news  as  they 
see  it  for  the  interpretation  of  the  public.  But 
they  have  treated  us  very  kindly  at  all  times  and 
have  been  remarkably  lenient  to  our  failings. 
I  feel  that,  our  thanks  are  due  them  for  their  very 
fine  cooperation  and  for  the  kindnesses  that  have 
been  extended  by  them  to  us.  I  want,  further, 
to  express  appreciation  of  the  opportunity  to  have 
served  under  not  only  one  Mayor  but  under  two, 
and  to  have  had  the  chance  to  observe  the  admin- 
istration of  a  great  city  under  two  different  execu- 
tives— not  only  different  in  character,  up-bringing 
and  background,  but  different  in  their  methods  of 
administration.  I  feel  that  I  cannot  go  out  of 
office  here  without  saying  a  word  about  that 
difference.  I  have  found  that  the  present  admin- 
istration has  been  much  more  to  my  liking,  per- 
sonally, than  the  previous  administration.  I  do 
not  wish  to  be  over-critical  of  the  prior  adminis- 


tration and  would  rather  not  say  anything 
further  in  reference  to  that.  But  I  do  feel  that 
never  in  the  history  of  any  city  in  this  country 
have  we  had  a  more  aggressive,  more  able  and 
more  capable  administrator  of  municipal  affairs 
than  we  have  found  in  our  present  Mayor.  Should 
I  ever  decide  to  write  my  memoirs — which  would 
surely  not  be  unless  I  decided  to  quit  political  life 
entirely — I  believe  that  in  some  respects  they 
might  make  very  interesting  reading  for  posterity! 
With  best  wishes  to  you  all  for  a  happy,  prosperous 
and  successful  coming  year,  I  bid  you  goodbye. 
(Applause.) 

The  resolution  was  adopted  by  a  unanimous 
rising  vote. 

President  McGRATH— I  wish  to  say  that  I 
thank  the  members  of  the  Council  for  unanimously 
giving  evidence  of  their  appreciation  of  my  serv- 
ices as  presiding  officer  of  the  body,  and  I  assure 
them  that  at  all  times  I  have  tried  to  be  fair  and 
have  tried  to  place  myself  in  the  position  of  the 
other  fellow.  I  have  appreciated  the  fact  that 
every  member  of  the  body  was  talking  as  he  felt 
and  as  his  conscience  dictated.  Regardless  of 
whether  men  are  with  a  measure  or  opposed  to  it, 
I  have  confidence  enough  in  my  fellow  man  to 
know  that  he  is  giving  expression  to  his  own 
opinions.  Because  of  that  feeling,  I  have  found  it 
very  easy  to  be  tolerant  at  all  times.  I  have 
enjoyed  every  minute  of  my  experience  as  pre- 
siding officer,  every  moment  I  have  spent  in  this 
chair  and  about  the  hall,  not  only  with  the  other 
members  of  the  Council  but  with  all  the  attachees. 
I  sincerely  hope  that  my  successor  will  enjoy  the 
service  he  renders  here  as  I  have  enjoyed  it.  and 
as  I  enjoyed  my  experience  years  ago  in  another 
legislative  body  on  Beacon  Hill.  I  certainly 
believe  that  the  City  Council  of  the  City  of  Boston 
composed  of  men  representing  each  ward,  com- 
prise as  fine  a  legislative  body  as  there  is  in  the 
Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts.  Thank  you, 
gentlemen.      (Applause.) 


Adjourned,  sine  die,  at  12.27  p.  m.,  on  motion 
of  Coun.  ENGLERT.         fj   (U 
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